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Ahora  bien,  dixo  U  Curti,  iraednUi  bcmt  htUsped^  aque*09  librost  que  los  guiero  ver.  Q^e  me  place, 
reapondiS  el^  y  entrando^  en  m  apoaentOt  sae^t  dil  una  maletilla  vi^a  cerrada  con  una  eadenUla,  y  abriSn- 
dola,  hall6  en  ella  tres  libros  grandea  y  unot  papeles  de  muy  buena  leira  escritoe  de  mano.— Don  Quzxots, 
Parte  I.    Capitulo  32. 

It  ia  mighty  well,  said  the  priest ;  pray,  landlord,  bring  me  those  books,  for  I  have  a  mind  to  see  them. 
With  all  my  heart,  answered  the  host ;  and  going  to  his  chamber,  he  brought  out  a  little  old  ctoak-bag,  with 
a  padlock  and  chain  to  it,  and  opening  it,  he  took  out  three  iaxge  yoluroes,  and  some  manuscript  papers 
written  in  a  fin^  Gh8nfCter.«-Jik^Tis*s  TVantUUum, 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  BRIDE  OP  LAMMERMOOR. 


elc  nut>a.  EKi..aa3ml 


sfesJsiSS 


I^B*  Mirvnl  Anm,  had  SDCJ 


KBDUici  iHj  Maud  (hit  obji 
«M  IH  4w^  rMdinc  bar  ec 

uw  hitinm  la  aurini  into  a 


^k^  ^  ITu  ptHBCB  vT  ecnptnn  i 


_yiuli,cli« noikir  ■Hi'^l™  ' 


INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  BRIDE  OP  LAMMERJTOOR. 


£wlK  tannliv.  dlHM^  innblBt.  mtalK. 


WUhBLjir^iUu',7.dOlrmpl7tV" ; 
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uS^iisi^wi^iSei^  sJjSJiy'hii"''  sills'"  "■" 
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BRIDE    OF    LAMMEEMOOR. 


^  I  wia  compiling 

nunlivii*,  nor  is  ii  probable  Ihal  tbrj  will  evir 
bcaxne  paUiE  during  (be  life  of  their  aulbor.  Enn 
nRthaiereal  lo  biinen,  I  Rm  not  ambiuoui  of  the 

thai,  win  it  nle  to  cb^iah  auch  dmnia  at  all,  1 
dudld  mon  enjof  the  thought  of  reinuning  behind 
the  mttin  nnaeen,  like  the  in^Hiioiia  manager  of 
Pinch  and  hia  wife  Joan,  and  anjoying  the  aaloniih- 
BKDi  and  conjectum  of  mr  audience.  Then  mighi 
I,  poibance,  hear  the  pradDciianB  of  the  obacure  Pe- 
•v  Puoeaon  praised  by  the  judicioaa,  and  admind 
It  ibt  ftwline,  HUToaBDg  the  young,  and  attracting 
cfsi  ilie  old ;  whik  the  ctiiie  traced  their  fams  up  lo 
anna  Dame  of  hterary  celebrity,  and  theqaanion  when, 
ud  by  wltfm,  iheae  lalea  wen  written,  filled  up  the 
Daoi  of  coDTeraation  in  a  hondnil  oroea  and  cota- 
L    Tblalmar  neverenjoy  during  myliietime;  but 


«e  highly  of  myadC  were  I  et  hy 

w   cude  in  ptaoe  *B  ■  Uon,"  br  a  «  ■! 

netropaUa.   1  conld  not  rise,  turn  r  v 

•II  mi  faonmira.  from  the  aluiegr  m  H 

noL  loar  pa  an  'twere  any  niRbliii  lie 

wn  •gam  hke  a  weU-behayed  bei  id 

uliidiecheapandesay  TBteof  acu  * 

■«  o(  bicad  and  batter  aa  thin  ai  n 

raldiU  itooiaeh  tbefuiaome  flatler.      .  he 

ntyaf  die  evening  iAdolgea  her  ahow-monatere  on 
Mu  occaaona,  aa  ihe  cnma  htr  parrota  with  augat- 
orda  to  make  them  talk  hefine  company, 
be  tempted  to  "come  akifi"  for  theae  maifca 
— ~  and,  like  nnpriaoned  Sampaon,  I  would 
riioB  mnim—if  auch  mual  be  the  alternative — all 
ny  hb  ui  ibe  mill-bouM,  grinding  for  my  very  bread, 
than  be  braoght  forth  to  make  aport  Dht  the  Phi" 
Icfda  and  ladvea.    Thia  proceeda  ' 


Dick  Tiolo,  whe.. ... 

to  derive  his  origin  frt 

of  that  ilk,  m  Lanarkshire^  and  o. , 

that  he  had  somewhal  deroesled  ftotn  bia  gi^ntle 
blood,  in  oaing  the  pencd  for  liia  principal  meaiu  of 
■uppOTL  But  if  Dick'a  pedigree  waa  correct,  some  at 
—  -mceatora  muat  have  aidTered  a  more  heavy  de- 
lion,  since  the  good  man  hia  blher  executed  the 
necessary,  and,  1  Irtutt,  the  hottest  but  certainly  not 

liatingidahed  cmptonnent,of  laitet  in  ordinary 

1  Tillage  of  Lanadirdum  in  the  west    Under  his 

humble  roof  waa  Richard  born,  and  to  hia  father'a 
humble  trade  was  Richard,  n       ' 


tcaaoDtbetei 


^    _  a±e . 

ey  have  their  [riace,  and  I  hi 


dialike,  real 
'  la.    But 

like  the 


ODve  mine :  ajui, 

Ji  the  old  iaWa,   

yarca  come  into  colhnm  wilfaonl  my  beiDg  the  aof- 
>Bir  >o  every  sense.  It  maj  be  otherwise  with  the 
BBEU  which  lam  DOW  wriimB.  Theae  may  be  opan- 
•d  uid  laid  aaide  at  i^sureiTy  arousing.themadveB 


^  "»t[ltiiinB 

^  tmai  and  now  aauiom  can  tttey  converse  wim 
iheac  wbosB  miitda  ha*e  roiled  for  thdr  delight,  with- 
W  dang  cither  the  one  orihe  other, 
la  Ua  better  and  wiser  Une  of  feelii 


n  ^ey  converse  irith 


Kwdoi  nin  ihe  regret  ofuie  illualrit 

ha  hisMdl  could  not  m  person 

"hich  he  aent  forth  to  the  mai. ,^._. 

ud  laiary.    Were  there  not  ■  huodrad  aimili 


™:b?v5uii 


Id  not  m  per»n  Bccompi , 

forth  to  the  mart  of  literature^  pleaaurc, 
a  not  ■  huodrad  similar  '"- 
late  of  my  poor  6iend 


*i:bool«Uaw,  Dick  Tinlo.  would  be  aoffici 
■M  agaiiut  anrHnir  Ii^>pin(sa,  '     ' ' 
■rtaeWiaeirioa      "" 


,  greatly  conlrarr  lo  his  in- 
.    OldMr. 'Hntohad.  hqw- 


Q  like  the  schoolboy,  whn  j 


uacurai  DCRi.  Tie  iwa  iciie  ine  acnooiLwy, 
tempiB  to  atop  with  his  fingpr  the  epout  of 
diiem,  whUc  the  sneam,  eiaroetaied  at  this  com- 
preeaion,  escapee  by  a  ihoueood  unialeiilaled  spjrla, 
and  weiB  him  all  over  for  his  pains.  Even  so  farod 
the  aeniot  Tinlo,  when  lus  hopeful  apprentice  not 
only  exhausted  all  ihechaui  in  making  ekelebes  upon 
the  shopboard,  but  even  extculed  •everal  caricatures 
of  hie  lather''  best  riiacomera,  who  bei^n  loudly  to 
monitur,  that  it  vas  too  hard  to  have  their  petona  de- 
formiil  by  ihe  Teslmenta  of  the  father,  and  to  be  at 
'  '     10  ridicule  hytbapeocilortlie 


oni  ibis  time,  in  the  ullage  of  Lang' 
di  itetic  brother  of  the  brush,  who  eier- 

cL  m  tub  Jmt/rigido,  the  ohjecl  of  ad- 

m  Ihe  boya  of  the  village,  hut  especially 

to  rhea^haduot  yet  adopted,  atnongst 

ol ,  retrench  men  ta,  that  illiberal  meaaure 

of  economy,  which,  supplying  by  written  cbaraciera 
the  lack  olaymbolical  representalion,  closes  one  open 
and  eaaity  aeceasibie  avenue  of  inatruclton  and  emolu- 
ment Bgainat  the  studenu  of  the  fine  ana.  It  woa 
not  yet  pemitted  to  write  upon  the  plaalered  door- way 
of  on  alehouse,  or  the  niapended  eign  of  an  tnn,  "  The 
Old  Magpie,"  or  "TbeSaracen'a  Head,"  nbalituting 
that  cold  deacripiion  for  the  lively  efflgieB  of  the 
phuned  chatterer,  orlhelnrban'd  frown  M  the  terrific 
soldan.  "niat  early  and  more  simple  age  conaiderHl 
alike  (he  necesntiea  of  all  ranks,  and  depicted  (he 
aymbola  of  good  cheer  so  aa  to  be  obvious  to  all  ca- 
pacities; well  judging,  that  a  man,  who  could  not 
read  a  syllable,  mkht  nevenbelesa  love  a  pot  of  good 
alaaswellaahiabetiet-«duca(edneighboorB,oreTen 
aa  the  paraon  himaelf.  Acdng  upon  thia  liberal  prin- 
ciple, publicans  as  yet  hung  forth  the  painted  emblema 
of  Ibeir  calling,  and  aign-painten,  if  tfaey  aeldom 
feasted,  did  not  at  least  absolutely  atarre. 

To  a  worthy  of  thia  decayed  profesaun,  as  we  have 
already  inlimaied.  Dick  "Hnto  became  an  assistant ; 
and  thus,  as  ie  not  unuaual  among  heaven-bom  ge- 
niuses in  this  department  of  the  One  arti,  began  to 
point  before  he  had  any  notion  of  drawing. 

Hia  talent  for  observing  nature  soon  induced  him 
to  tBCtify  Ihe  errors,  and  soar  above  ibe  instniclione, 

fr  his  teacher.  He  particularly  shone  m  painting 
orses,  Ihal  bong  a  favourite  sign  in  the  Scottish  vil- 
lagee ;  and,  in  tracing  his  proRress,  it  ta  besDiifol  to 
observe,  how  by  degreas  he  learned  to  shorten  the 
backa,  and  prolong  the  legs,  of  these 
until  they  cama  to  look  lar  '-'■-  — -— 
likenaga.    Detraction,  wli 


B,  may  beallowa 


with  stridea  proportiooHl  to  iu  (dTuicamaDt,  hu  v 
deed  elle«d,  lb«t  Dick  once  upon  a  ume  punted 
borae  with  fiye  k«a  inslesd  of  four.  1  mighi  bav 
Mated  lua  daience  upon  the  Lcenae  alJow^  to  ihi 
bnii^  of  hie  prabanDiii 
of  angular  and  URnalar  c 
to  extend  ileclf  so  lar  a 

deceased  friend  is  sacreQ  ;  ana  i  aieaain  lo  ooiiom  u 
■D  luporficiallj.  I  have  viailed  the  ai^  in  Question, 
which  yet  awings  exalted  in  ihe  village  of  Lsngdir- 
dnm  ;  end  I  am  ready  todeppne  uponoBih,  thai  wliBl 
tuu  been  idly  tmetaken  or  imnepreaenled  aa  being  the 
Bfih  leg  of  the  hone,  la,  in  (ut,  the  tail  of  that  quad- 
ruped^ and,  Eonndered  with  refacence  to  the  poaam 
la  which  He  ia  delineated,  fbrnu  a  circumalaoce,  in- 
ttoducad  aod  managed  with  great  and  auccaatul, 
though  daring  art.    The  nag  being  repieaenled  in  a 


utehaoge 

iHer  wea 


TALEa  OP  MY  LANDLWU). 

and  daugjiten,  in 
enly  eppeared  in  tl 


racaurK,~like  hia  brethren,  lo  Ufyioit  ihat  tax  upon 
the  vaniry  of  mankind  wnLCn  he  could  not  extract 
fiom  their  laeie  eiid  liberalLly — in  ■  word,  he  painted 

ficiency.  when  Dick  had  soared  above  hIa  origin)^  line 
of  buanew  and  highly  diadained  anyaUuBran  to  it, 
that,  after  haviHg,  been  eslrennd  ibr  eeveral  years, 
we  again  met  in  the  village  of  Oandereleugh,  I  bold- 
iog  my  preeent  situBlion,  and  Dick  painting  of^nea  of 
the  human  (ace  divine  et  a  guhtea  per  head.  Thia 
waa  a  email  premium,  vei,  in  the  firal  bural  of  buai- 
neasi  it  more  than  aunced  for  all  Dick's  mooerale 
wants;  ao  (hat  he  occutHcd  an  apartment  at  the  Wel- 
lace  Inn,  cracked  hia  jeet  with  impunity  even  upon 
mine  host  himaelf  and  lived  in  reelect  and  ubaerv- 
wilh  the  chambermaid. 

When  .._ _ _ 

his  wife  and  throe  daughiera, , „— „-, 

mine  esteemed  palnn  Mr.  Jedediah  Cleiahbolham, 
and  some  round  dozen  of  Ihe  leuara  and  fanntn,  had 
been  conaigned  to  immortality  by  Tinto's  btuah,  i;ua- 
lom  heaan  to  alacken,  andil  waa  imposaible  <o  wring 
more  than  crowns  and  halfKirowns  from  the  hard 
bends  of  the  peaaanta,  whose  ambition  led  them  to 
Dick's  psinLuut-raom. 

Siill.  though  the  horiion  wss  overclouded,  no 
alorm  for  aonie  lime  enaued.  Hino  host  had  Cbria- 
tian  faith  with  ■  lodger,  who  had  been  a  good  pay- 
OMKa  at  long  ae  he  had  the  meana.  And  from  a 
portrait  of  our  landlord  himaelf,  giouped  with   his 


Nothing,  however,  is  more  precaiioua  than  re- 
sources tifthis  nstun.  It  was  (rivarved,  that  Didt 
became  in  hia  turn  the  whetstone  of  mine  boel'a  wit, 
wtlhout  venturing  either  si  defence  or  retaliation  | 
that  his  easel  was  tranaferred  to  a  garrel-roorn,  in 
which  there  wasacsrce  qnce  tor  it  to  eland  uprigiitF 
and  that  he  no  longer  ventured  to  join  die  w&ekiw 
club,  of  which  be  had  been  once  the  hfe  end  sodL 
In  rimrt,  Dick  Tinto's  friends  feared  that  he  bad 
acted  like  the  animal  called  the  sloth,  which,  havii^ 


up  the  laal  greeo  i 

uabliahed  ilaelT  " 
the  tofLBDd  dying  ol 


has  eatabliahed  ilaelC  emla  by  tumbling  down  from 
and  dying  of  inanition.  I  ventured  '  ■-=-■ 
;k,  recommended  hia  iransferriiw  tl 


[, recommended  bu  transfer" 

else  of  hia  mestiniaUe  talent  lo  aome r-—- > 

and  fbraaking  the  oommoc  which  he  might  be  said  to 
have  eaten  bare. 

"  There  ia  an  obatacte  to  my  change  of  leaideiMak" 
said  my  friend,  gnufung  my  hand  with  a  UxA  cf 

"A  hill  due  (o  my  landlord,  I  am  afraid  T'  replied 
I,  wilh  heartfelt  aympalhy ;  if  any  part  of  my  aleo- 
der  meana  can  aaeisi  in  thie  emergence" 

"No.  by  the  aoul  of  Sir  Joahual"  auswaed  tlw 
generous  youth,  "  I  will  never  involve  a  friend  in  Iba 
consequencea  of  my  own  miafortune.  There  ia  a 
mode  by  which  I  can  regain  my  liberty ;  and  to  creep 
even  tluough  a  conunon  aewer,  ia  better  than  M 

1  did  not  perfectly  underatand  what  my  &iaod 
meant.  The  muse  cf  painting  appeared  to  hava 
fiuled  hiin>  and  what  otnar  goddeaa  Iw  could  invite 
m  hia  distress,  was  •  royataiy  to  ma.  We  paiMiL 
however,  without  further  enlanation,  and  1  did  not 
again  aea  him  until  three  cuiya  after,  when  he  auin- 
moned  me  to  partake  ef  t}ui,;vT  with  wfaiiA  hia  Iwd- 
tord  propoaed  lo  regale  hiin  ere  hia  depeilute  te 
Edinburgt, 

I  found  Dicfc  in  high  quril^  whiatling  while  he 
bucklnl  thn  nmidl  knapsack,  which  coniained  hia 
paileli^  and  dean  rfiiR.  That  be 
t  lernu  wilh  mine  host,  waa  obviooa 
eaf  aet  forth  in  the  low  parlour, 
LUgi  of  admirable  brown  Bloul  i  anil 
I  own  my  curionty  waa  eidted  concerning  tbe 
means  throu^  which  the  face  of  my  friend's  affiuta 
had  been  so  suddenly  improved.  I  did  not  suveet 
Dick  of  dealing  with  the  devil,  and  by  what  eanhly 
meaita  ha  had  eiukated  himself  thus  hsKiily,  1  waa 
at  a  total  loaa  to  coQiscltue. 

He  pereeivad  my  eniiosily,  and  took  me  Ety  Ihe 
hand.  "Hy  fiietta,"  he  aaid,  fain  would  I  conceal, 
even  from  yiM,  tbe  degradation  lo  which  it  haa  baao 
aecemny  to  aubmit,  in  order  to  twoomplish  an 
botnurable  letreal  from  Gandardeu^  But  what 
avails  attempting  to  conoeal  that,  which  moat  pseila 
betray  itaelf  even  by  ita  auperiorexoatlencel  All  the 
viltage— all  the  pariah-- all  the  worM — will  anon  dia- 
cover  to  what  poverty  haa  reduced  Richard  Tinlo." 

'  —J-"—  •' Si  hen  at—'-  — -    '  '-■'  -'— 


?ram  the 


Iden  thought  hen  a 
r  landlordwom,  on 


a  pair  of  bran  at 

"Whal,"  said  I,  drawing  my  tight  hand,  with  the 
tore-finger  and  thumb  pressed  togeiher,  nimbly  from 
my  right  haunch  to  mv  left  shoulder,  "  ' 
descended  lo  resume  the  patemal  am 
were  firal  bred— long  BiitchM,  ha,  Diet- . 

He  repelled  thia  unlucky  conjecture  with  a  fimra 
and  B  pshaw,  indicaiive  of  indignant  contempt,  and 
leading  me  inio  anotiier  room,  showed  me,  reaiina 
against  the  wall,  the  majestic  head  of  SlTWilli^ 
Wallace,  gtim  as  when  severed  from  the  Itrmk  fay 
the  otdeta  of  the  feUw  Edward. 

The.1    ■     ■  ..... 


"  Theto,^  „., ,     .„, ,  .__-.  .....  ..„„._ 

of  Scotland,  and  my  ahame— yet  not  ao— rather  the 
ahatne  of  those,  who,  inalead  of  encouraging  art  in 


THE  BRIDE  OF  LAlOrBRHOOB. 


■a  nilBed  faelinKB  of  my 

„ I  ramiiuted  Km,  ihi 

ba  oagbi  Dot,  like  the  nag  in  the  bble,  to  dsapite  ih 
tfahlT  which  bad  estncalad  him  ftom  difficolliea,  i 
wkicfa  hi*  UlentaL  aa  a  portiBiI  or  landacape  painia 


, ai  of  his  taJraiBbeins  ez 

riaw  of  the  poblic,  he  on^t  i 
nnratulate  himseJf  upon  the  augmeatatioti  of  his 
iililiiilj,  to  .which  iu  pidilic  ezbimiion  niuit  neeea- 

'^  You  an  T^^t,  my  friend —  ed 

poor  Dick,  hia  e^e  kindliiq;  wi  in 

fcr  a  phra»e>— "an  oal-of-doi  lb 

liaa  inmdDecid  himself  in  [hat  lit 

ban  eagnniva — DDmeoichiiu  in 

ataoii  dmea— Marelaiid  in  oi  ed 

tkar  tafacta  in  ifaia  manna-.    .  to 

itie  rich  and  bwfaer  clasaea  al  cfa 

the  exhibition  or  worka  of  art  [m 

whr  riuuld  PaintinR  be  more  i  is 

btr  maater^piecea  tfaaji  her  n  u 

j«,  nj  fiimd,  wo  must  part  m  in- 

■  enmoKin  an  hoar  to  put  nj . —     _jid 

ti^,  with  all  ntj  philoflDph^,  alid  yoor  conaolatory 
aKoauaneat  to  boot,  I  wniild  rather  wiah  to  lesve 
duideicwiigb  bdbre  that  onaralioD  comnKnoea." 

We  pailook  of  oar  genial  host*!  partinB  buniuet, 
mi  I  ocottcal  Dick  on  hia  walk  lo  Edioburfdi.  We 
paind  aboul  a  mile  from  the  villaoe,  joM  as  we  heard 
the  dbuni  cheer  of  the  bora  which  acconpanied  the 
iMBIiBB  ol  the  DOW  aymbal  of  die  Wdlice-HeBd. 
OiA  Tinlo  meoded  hia  pace  to  set  out  of  beannir— 
ID  link  bad  ather  cuIt  pnctioe  or  reeeiit  philosophy 
ncoaeiM  him  to  the  chancier  of  a  un-painler. 
Ediubui;^  Dick'a  taioitawav  discoirared  and 
Boated,  ma  be  recond  dinoen  and  hinta  frrai 


ikeM  nnllanen  diapenaed 

Of^Oan  -*--= '-  — ' 


tad  iriioae  lain  and  aangune  div 

BiUed  him  lo  doabt  for  a  moment  of  nllimaie  euc- 
am,  threw  '■inf'^  beadlons  into  the  crowd  wliioh 
JDoiled  and  atniggled  for  notice  and  prefermenL  He 
eUwwcd  otben.  *nd  was  cJbowed  himaelf;  and 
finally,  by  dint  of  inlrBpidity,  fought  bis  way  into 
BMBi  notite,  painted  &t  the  pciia  at  tiie  Inatitution, 
had  pictuiei  at  tbe  exhibition  at  SomenH-hooia, 
and  dainaed  the  hanunB  conunillae.  Bat  poor  Dick 
■aa  doo^  to  loae  the  field  be  fboghl  ao  galUndy, 
li  die  fine  arta,  ll>eTB  ia  acaree  an  altemaliTe  betwixt 
Mtaguiabed  aucceaa  and  abaohile  failure;  and  aa 
Dick'i  leal  and  induafty  were  unable  to  ensure  tbe 
&«,  ^  fell  into  the  dwlraant^  whic^,  in  his  condi- 

ahwnuire.  He  was  Jbr  a  time  patroniiad  by  one  or 
■■n  of  iboae  judicioua  pereons  who  make  a  virtue  of 
MBg  Buidar,  and  of  pitching  theiT  own  opiniooB 
mmn  tGoae  of  the  worid  in  mBltera  of  tanle  and 
anun.  Boi  they  aooD  lired  of  poor  Unto,  and 
lad  kim  down  a*  e  load,  upon  the  prmdple  on  which 
a  ipoilt  child  throws  away  iM  playthiag.  HiaetTi  I 
aw,  leak  him  up,  and  accompanied  him  to  a  prBma- 
^frare,  lo  much  he  was  carried  from  an  obscure 
•niuic  10  Swallaw-nreat,  where  he  had  been  donned 
>>T  wlandladr  within  doon,  atvl  watched  by  bailifli 
"lbodi,uata  death  came  to  his  relitf  A  comet  of 
theHpnuecPnai  notioed  his  death,  iKBaniaslT  add- 
OK  that  ba  maoner  dinclayed  con^lenble  genius, 
*nib  hv  atyie  WH  nthft  JiMdiy:  and  leftrred  lo 
IB  aftwiiiiaMmait,  which  annoinnvi  that  Hr.  Tai^ 


a  well-knowa  ptintMUar,  bad  Mill  on  hand  a 
!m  drawinge  and  paintu^  ^  Rtchaid  Tinlo, 
■e,  which  thoaa  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  who 

wish  lo  completB  their  coUectiona  of  modem 
we  invited  lo  nail  without  delay.  So  ended 
rinlol  a  lamentable  proof  of  the  great  intth, 
\  the  fine  arta  mediocriry  is  not  permilled,  and 
e  who  cannot  ascend  to  the  wry  top  of  the 

will  rfn  well  not  to  pill  his  fool  upon  it  al  all. 
ofTinto  ia  dear  tome,  from  ihe  recol- 


lection of  the 
had  together,  I 
turit.  P'  — 
talked  ol 


at  of  them  lutning  ui 


delighled  v. ,   _.__ , 

; jmenled  and  illmlraled  ecEtion,  with 

head&  nsnettea,  and  rub  de  lampc,  all  to  bo  de- 
signed by  nia  own  patrioiic  and  friendly  pcndL  He 
prevailed  upon  nn  old  sergeant  of  invalids  to  sit  to 
bira  in  Ihe  character  of  Boihwell,  ihe  lile-guard'a- 
-lan  of  Charles  the  Second,  and  the  bell-man  of 
1--.J — —  ..  -Dayij  Deans.  But  while  he 
>n  powers  with  mine  for 
— ilivesi  he  mixed  many  a 
wiih  the  panegyrics  which 
'ortanate  as  lo  call 

Vour  characlers,"  he  said,  "my  dear  Paltieson, 
make  loo  much  use  of  tbe  gab-lmx :  they  potlcr  too 

pmeh— (an  elfsant  phraseolc^y,  which  Dick  had 
learned  whilo  painUiiB  the  acenes  of  an  itinerant 
company  of  playeraV^  there  is  nothing  in  whole  pIM^ 
but  mete  chat  and  dialogue." 

"The  ancient  phiiosonher,"  said  I  in  reply,  "waa 
wont  to  say,  '  Speak,  that  I  may  know  thee :'  and 
'-  —  -    --  posaible.fbr  an  antbor  to  introduce  his  per- 


ented  aa  supportlog  hisowii  appropriate 


"'    \     .  false  oonctoaion,"  s»id  TinI 
Peier,  aa  I  hale  an  unfilled  cann.    I  wili  gnmi 
■    ■      ■     ■  faculty  of  aome  ydue  i 


'unfll1«i  cM^JT    Iwilf 
speech  is  a  faculty  of  some  value  in  Ihe 

the  doctrine  of  that  Pyihogoican   toper, 

of  opinion,  thai  over  a  bottle,  speaking 

spoiled  conversation.  But  I  will  not  allow  that  a 
profeasot  of  the  fine  arts  has  occosion  lo  embody  the 
idea  of  hie  scene       '  '  ' 


nn  the  r 


trarr,  I  will  be  judged  by  mosi 
'0  words  might  havi 


isefTeci 


Onlh 


d  Ihcw 


B,Peier, 


e  public,  whether  you 

the  iMielure,  and  manner,  and  incident,  aecinalely 
drawn,  and  brought  out  by  qquoiiiiale  colouting, 
would  have  preserred  all  thai  waa  worthy  of  pre- 
snraiion,  and  save  these  everlasting  eaid  he's  and 
said  abe'a,  with  which  it  haa  bean  yoor  pleaaure  lo 
encumber  your  paces." 

Iteplied,  "Ihalhacanfbundedlheopsralionaof  1^ . 
pencil  and  the  pen  t  that  the  serene  and  alenl  arub 
'-'—'~,g  has  been  called  by  one  ol  our  fitat  IMIig 
Mceasarilr  appeided  lo  die  eve,  because  it  had 
e  organs  tin'  addreaaing  ihe  ear)  whareaa 
poetrr,  or  thai  apeciea  of  compoaidon  which  ap- 
proeelied  to  it,  lay  under  the  neceaMty  of  doing  abab- 
Inlsly  the  reverae,  and  addreased  itaelf  to  the  ear,  fbr 
iba  puipoBe  of  exciting  that  interesl  which  il  could 
-at  Bttam  Ibningh  Ihe  medium  of  Ihe  eye." 
Oiek  waa  TKt  a  whil  alaggered  by  my  argument, 
'hich  he  contended  was  founded  on  miarcvmsenta- 
aa.  "  Descriplian,"  be  said,  "  was  u>  ihe  author  ef 
Ily  what  drawing  end  Unlii«  were 
lids  were  his  colours,  and,  if  pnyerly 


empfoyed,  tney  could 
wbicb  lie  wished  lo  coniu 
the  mind's  ey^  aa  the  tabl 
tbs  bodily  organ.    The  ai 
applied  lo  both,  and  an  u^.«— ~  --  -■; — » — ,  j- 
caae,  waa  a  veibose  and  laborious  mode 


^•^^ 


«  up,  as  dieclually  b^a 
'  or  canvass  pnaenta  it  to 
le  mM"  be  contendeit 


vriddy  diSerenl  species  ot  co 
logUB  was  Ihe  very  «ssnca  bt 
langnage  lo  be  nude  ns  of,  v 


B  TAI^8  OF  UV 

by  tlis  dnasw  and  penoiu,  ud  aedoiu  of  ths  per- 


Ufoa  ihe  plan  of  ■  drama,  to  where  you  hare  ap- 
pnMch«d  most  naai  to  mat  apaciaa  oi  composLlion. 
by  indul^Qg  in  prolong^  sceiftea  of  man  coDvena- 
IHUI,  ihe  course  of  your  Blo:y  haa  becoioe  chill  and 
CODalrained,  and  you  have  loal  the  power  of  ancstioE 
the  attflDtion  and  cxcitJDg  ihe  imBsinadon,  in  which 
upon  other  occaaiona  you  may  be  conaidered  aa 
haTtng  Buccaedfld  tolerably  wall. 

I  made  my  bow  in  requital  of  the  compUment, 
which  waa  probably  throwc  in  by  way  of  plac/Ao^ 
and  expreaaed  myself  willing  al  least  to  make  one 
trial  of  a  more  atraighl-forwud  style  of  compoulioD, 
in  which  mj  actors  should  do  more,  and  aay  less. 
than  in  my  fcrmer  allempla  of  this  kind.  Dick  f^aie 
ma  a  patronising  and  approving  nod,  and  observed, 
that,  findinx  me  bo  docile,  he  would  oommtmicatK 
for  the  benefil  of  my  muae,  aaubiBCi  which  ho  had 
studied  with  a  view  to  hiaown  an. 

'"nie  atoiy,"  be  gatd,  "was,  by  traditioi^  affirmed 
lo  be  mittu  ellliauefa,  as  iqiwatds  of  a  hundrai  yeara 
bad  passed  away  alnce  the  evenia  took  place,  some 
tbubts  upon  the  accuracy  of  all  the  paniculara  misht 
be  reasonably  ealerlained." 

When  DicK  Tinlo  had  thus  spoken,  he  rummaged 
his  ponfoho  t»t  the  sketch  from  which  he  proposed 
one  day  to  execute  a  picture  of  iouneen  feet  by  ei^ht. 

The  sketch,  iriiioh  was  clevtrly  excelled,  ■ ■'■- 

ivpropiiate  phrase,  r^ireseuled  an  ancient . 

■jp  and  turmshed  in  what  we  now  call  the.  „. 

Qaem  EUzabeth's  mm.    The  light,  admitied  bom  the 

-    if  a  high  casement,  fell  upon  a  female 

iDsite  Deauty,  who.  m  an  altitude  of 
TOT,  appeuHi  to  watch  the  iseue  of  a 
t  two  other  persona    The  one  waa  a 

Ji  Ihe  Vandyke  dreaa  common  to  tho 

lime  of  Charles  I.,   who,  with  an  air  of  tndignant 

Eride,  testified  by  the  nmnnd  in  which  he  raiaed  his 
ead  and  extended  hja  arm,  aaemed  to  be  urging  a 
claim  of  rijiit,  rather  than  of  favour,  loalady,  whose 
—  — J g  resemblance  in  Iheir  featurea,  pointed 


It  hall,  fitted 


figure  of  axqutsite 
■jeechlea-  " 


her  out  as  the  in „ 

appeared  to  listen  with  a 

Tmto  pnfduead  his  sk 
Iriomph,  and  gaied  on 
a  hopeful  cbM.  while  h 
he  is  lo  make  in  tbn  w 
he  will  raise  the  honoui 
arm's  length  from  ma, 
It  ifioD  the  top  of  a  ohei 
abutters  of  toe  caaemc 
famuraUe  li^t, — lall  b 
BinB  me  after  him,— at 
■a  if  to  exelode  all  bi 


of  ihspleasure  ai 


I 

he 
ad 

allowani 

"  Yei,an  my  honour,"  said  Dick,  "I  would  ewear 
you  had  been  born  blind,  ainoe  you  liave  failed  al  the 
first  glance  to  discover  Iha  suwct  and  meaning  of 

slielch. ,  I  do  not  mean  lo  prsise  my  own  per- 
heae  arts  to  olbefs ;  1  am  sensible 

- — -,  conscious  that  my  drawing  and 

colourmg  may  be  improved  by  the  lime  I  intoul  to 
dedicate  to  iba  art.    But  the  eoneeplion— the  axpi 
Bion— the  posi  lions— Iheae  tellths  stoty  to  eveiy 
who  looka  al  the  sketch  I  ondifl  canfimahthepici 
witbout  diminution  of  the  original  conception,  ».. 

e  of  Tinlo  shall  no  more  be  amolhered  by  the 


ingly;  bu 

■I  ahtolulely  n> 

That 
Tinto;  " 


e  informed  irf  the  ■ 


LANDLORD.  [Ouu.  IL 

these  creeping  twilighl  detBile  of  yonn,  that  Tou 
are  become  incapabS  of  receivina  that  insiaQt  mat 
vivid  Saah  of  conviction,  whieli  dana  on  the  nund 
from  seeing  the  happy  and  eipresaivs  combine 
ijona  of  a  single  scene,  and  which  gathera  bom  the 
{lOBlion,  attiluds,  and  countenance  of  the  moDMUl, 
inly  the  hisloiy  of  Ihe  paat  Uvea  of  the  paTBonams 
1  ._j  .u . 'ihebuainaBson  whi(£ 


represented, 

'^      are  imnuHj ^  .. 

iluitt^^  and  aBbidt 


iTcwd  gueosal 


ley  are  iminediDlely  engued,  but  liAs  even  the  Tfi- 
ftuluiitjr,  andaf    '"      ^        '  .   .    ■    -  - 

case,"  repliedl,  "Paiolingeicela  the  Am 


if  the  lenowmd  Oines  de  Paaaamoni,  which  o 
.neddled  with  the  past  and  [he  pnoenl ;  nay,  i 
Dxcets  that  very  Nature  who  aflorda  its  suUecta ; 
I  proleet  lo  yon.  Diet  that  were  I  pemitud  lo  pi 
uilo  that  Ehiahelh-chamber,  and  see  the  pa 


sketched  oonversiiigin  fleelMnd  blood,  Ishoi^ 
"  -  '-*  nearer  guessmg  Ihe  nature  of  their  buii- 

r  —  _.  -l: , while  looking  at 

I  tbs  languishing 


your  sketch.    Only  gei 
look  of  Ihe  young  lady. 


entleman,  I  presume  Iher 
ive  affatrbatween  them." 


— Ly  p . . 

"  BaidTinto.     "And  the  indignant  cat- 
th  which  you  see  the  man  urge  his  aiil 

. sung  and  passive  de«>aii  of  the  younger 

femete— ihe  stern  air  of  inflexible  determination  in 
the  elder  woman,  whose  looks  eipms  at  once  coo- 
hat  she  is  _acting  wrong,  and  a  firm  de- 
lo  persiet  in  Ihe  course  ehe  haa  sdopl- 

ooks   eiprea*  all  this,  my  dear  "nntA" 

-., ,  -jtarruplina  blip,  "your pencil  rivals  tbs 

dramatic  art  of  Mr.  PulTin  the  Critic,  who  crammed 
a  whole  compUcaled  senlmoe  into  the  eipreaare 
shake  of  Lord  Burlogh's  head." 

"  My  good  friend,  Pelor,"  rtpliod  Tinto,  "  I  observe 
ynu  are  perfecdy  incorrigibls ;  nowever,  I  have  com- 

Ciion  on  vonr  dnlneaa,  end  am  unwilling  joa  shonkl 
depnved  of  the  pleasure  of  undsniandiu  117 

- ^d  of  gainina  al  the  same  lims,  a  sidHeM 

own  pen.     Tou    must  know   then,    laM 

vhde  I  was  taking  aketches  on  the  eoMt  of 

Eaat  Lothian  and  Berwickshire  I  was  asdnced  into 
the  mounisins  of  Lammermoor  1^  the  a-*™— "•  < 

reeenredof  aomsrcsDainsof  Btttiquityintha 

slmck,  WMe  Iba  ndna 


thehiilory  of 


whwe  lbs  aged  Roodwife  waa  well  aoiuunted  with 

•'"'■ '  t&  castle,  and  lbs  ( '■    '    ' 

One  of  these  w 


la  which  had 


parcel  of  U 


interesting  and  aingular,  that  ngy  attention  was 
divided  between  rof  wish  to  draw  Ihe  old  nana  in 
landscape,  and  to  represent,  in  a  history- piece,  lbs 
smgular  evenia  which  have  iflkon  place  m  it.     Here 

notes  of  ths  tale,"  said  poor  Dick,  handing  a 

)f  loose  scraps,  partly  acratched  over  with  his 
partly  with  liis  pen.  where  oiithnea  of  caii- 
..I — L—   _r  . mills,  old  gables,    and 


I  proceeded,  however,  lo  decipher  the  subetaitce  of 
the  manuBciipl  as  well  aa  1  could,  and  wove  <•    '•"•'• 
the  following  Tale,  in   which,    following   i 
.1 L.  — .  — -^-[jy,  my  firiend  "nnto's    - 


dsBciipiivr 


than  dramatic.    Hy  f^vouite  p 
has  at  times  ovBtcome  me,  atidmrparsonsl  like  many 
other  in  this  talking  wond,  epoak  now  and  then  a 
great  deal  more  than  they  — 


H  the  gorge  of  a  paiu  or  mountain  glen,  asosndiag 

n  ibelertileDU£a«of  East  Lothian,  then  stood  in 
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teier  timet  an  eatenrnve  ctsde,  ef  which  only  thd 
niof  are  now  viable.    Its  ancient  prophetora  were  a 
noe  of  powerful  and  warlike  harons,  who  bore  the 
■me  name  with  the  castle  itseUi  which  was  Ravens- 
wood.    Their  line  extended  to  a  remote  period 
of  antkiiiity,  and  they  had  intermarried  with  the 
Doiriaiaee,  HumeS)   Swintona^  Hava,   and  other 
ftmuies  of  power  and  distinction  in  the  same  coun- 
tnr.   Hieir  histonr  was  frequently  involved  in  that 
or  Scotland  itselL  in  whose  annals  their  feats  are 
reeorded.    The  Castle  of  Ravens  wood,  occupying, 
and  in  some  measure  commanding,  a  pass  betwixt 
Berwickshire  or  the  Hers^  as  the  south-eastern  pro- 
Tinee  of  Scotland  is  termed,  and  the  Lothiana,  was  of 
importance  both  in  times  or  foreign  war  and  domestic 
discord.   It  was  frequendy  besieged  with  ardour,  and 
defended  with  obstinacy,  and,  ot  course,  its  owners 
piaved  a  conspicuous  part  in  story.    But  their  house 
aai  its  revolutions,  like  all  sublunary  things;  it  be- 
came greatly  dcNcIiiied  from  its  splendour  about  the 
muldle  of  the  t7tn  century ;  and  towards  the  period  of 
the  Bevolntion,  the  last  proprietor  of  Ravenswood 
Caade  aaw  hunsdf  compeUedfto  part  with  the  ancient 
dually  seat,  amd  to  remove  himself  to  a  lonely  and 
aea-beaten  tower,  which,  situated  on  the  bleak  shores 
bttween  Saint  Abb's  Head  and  the  village  of  Eye- 
mouth, looked  out  on  the  lonely  and  boisterous  Gfer- 
roan  6cean.    A  black  domain  of  wild  pasture-land 
auTOimded  their  new  residence,  and  formed  the  re- 
maina  of  their  property. 

Lord  Ravenswood^  the  heir  of  this  ruined  family, 
wu  fiu*  from  bending  his  mind  to  his  new  condition 
of  hfeu  In  the  dvil  war  of  1689.  he  had  espoused  the 
ainkiiig  side^  and  although  he  had  escaped  without 
diefonaitiire  of  life  or  land,  his  blood  had  been  at- 
taiated,  and  his  title  abolished.  He  was  now  called 
Lord  Ravenswood  only  in  courtesy. 

nusfiM&ted  nobleinan  inherited  the  pride  and  tor- 
boienee^  thou^  not  the  fortune  of  his  house,  and,  as 
beimpoted  the  final  declension  of  his  family  to  a  par- 
tiealar  individual,  he  honoured  that  person  with  his 
fiiQ  portion  of  hatred.  This  was  the  very  man  who 
had  BOW  become,  by  purchase,  proprietor  of  Ravens- 
wood,  and  the  domains  of  wliich  the  heir  of  the  house 
DOW  Stood  dispossessed.  He  was  descended  of  a 
&mily  nmch  less  ancient  ^an  that  of  Lord  Ravens- 
wood,  and  whidi  had  only  risen  to  wealth  and  politi- 
oal  importance  doruag  die  great  civil  wars.  He  him- 
adf  had  been  bred  to'  the  bar,  and  had  held  high 
oAeea  in  the  state^  maintaining  throiu^  life  the  cha- 
racter of  a  akilAil  nshar  in  the  troubled  waters  of  a 
aiate  divided  by  £action&  and  governed  by  delegated 
aotbority;  and  of  one  who  contrived  to  amass  con- 
■deraUe  sums  of  money  in  a  country  where  there 
was  but  litde  to  be  gathered,  and  who  equally  knew 
die  vabe  of  wnlth,  and  the  varyms  means  of  aug- 
meotingit  and  using  it  as  an  engme  of  increaaing  ms 
power  and  influence. 

Urns  qualified  and  gifted,  he  was  a  dangerous  anta- 
gopiBC  to  the  fierce  and  imprudent  ELavenswood. 
Whether  he  hadjnven  him  good  cause  for  the  enmity 
with  which  the  fifaron  regarded  him,  was  a  point  on 
vfaich  men  apoke  difierently.  Some  said  the  quarrel 
aioae  merely  from  the  vindictive  spirit  and  enyv  of 
Loid  Rovoiswood,  who  could  not  patiently  behold 
mother,  though  bv  just  and  flair  purchase,  become 
the  proprietor  of  the  estate  and  castle  of  nis  fbre- 
frtbers.  Bat  the  greater  part  of  the  public,  prone  to 
■Under  the  wealthy  in  their  absence,  as  to  flatter  them 
10  thairptesem^held  a  less  charitable  opinion.  They 
9nL  duu  the  Lord  Keq>er  (for  to  this  height  Sir 
Wubam  AshtoA  had  asc^ed)  had,  previous  to  the 
fiaal  purchase  of  the  estate  of  Ravenswood,  been 
cpQeenied  in  extensive  pecuniary  t^nsactions  with 
the  lamer  nropnetor ;  and,  rather  mtimatin^  what 
was  probaUe,  than  affirming  any  thing  poauively, 
tney  aaked  which  party  was  liksly  to  have  the  advan- 
tejge  in  stating  and  enfijrcing  tbe  claims  arising  out 
oiiheae  compucated  amirs,  and  more  than  hinted  tho 
advantages  which  the  oool  lawyer  and  able  politician 
mast  necessanly  possess  over  the  hot,  fiery,  and  im- 
ptndent  diaracter,  whom  he  had  involved  in  legal 
to3s  and  pecniuary  snares.  * 

The  character  of  the  tiroes  aggravated  these  sus- 
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picions.  **  In  those  dsjrs  there  was  no  king  in  Israel" 
Since  the  departure  of  James  VI.  to  assume  the  richer 
and  more  powerfid  crown  of  England,  there  had  ex- 
isted in  Scotland  contending  parties,  formed  among 
the  aristocracy,  bv  whom,  as  their  intrigues  at  the 
court  of  St.  Jameses  chanced  to  prevail,  the  del^ated 
powers  of  sovereignty  were  alternately  swayed.  The 
evils  attending  upon  this  system  of  government,  re- 
semble those  which  afflict  the  tenants  of  an  Irish 
estate,  the  propertv  of  an  absentee.  There  was  no 
supreme  power,  claiming  and  possessing  a  general 
interest  with  the  community  at  large^  to  whom  the 
oppressed  might  appeal  from  subordmate  tyranny, 
either  for  justice  or  for  mercy.  Let  a  monarch  be  as 
indolent,  as  selfish^  as  much  diaposed  to  arbitrary 
power  as  he  will,  still,  in  a  free  countr}',  his  own  intr • 
rests  are  ao  elearly  connected  with  those  of  the  public 
at  large,  and  die  evil  consequences  to  his  own  autho- 
rity are  so  obvious  and  imminent  when  a  different 
course  is  pursued,  that  common  policy,  as  well  as 
common  feeling,  point  to  the  emial  distiibution  of 
jnstice,  and  to  the  establishment  oi  the  throne  in  righ- 
teousness, llius,  even  sovereigns,  remarkable  for 
usurpation  and  tyranny,  have  been  found  rigorous  in 
the  administration  of  justice  among  their  subjects,  in 
cases  where  their  own  power  and  passions  were  not 
compromised. 

It  IS  very  difierent  when  the  powers  of  sovereignty 
are  delegated  to  the  head  of  an  aristocratic  faction, 
rivalled  and  pressed  closely  in  the  race  of  ambition 
by  an  adverse  leader.  His  brief  and  precarious  en  joy- 
men  t  of  power  must  be  employed  in  rewarding  ms 
partisans,  in  extending  his  innuence,  in  oppressing  and 
crushing  his  adversaries.  Even  Abon  Hassan,  the 
most  disinterested  of  all  viceroys,  forgot  not,  during 
his  cahphate  of  one  day,  to  send  a  doueeur  of  one 
thousand  pieces  of  gold  to  his  own  household ;  and 
the  Scottish  vicegerents,  raised  to  power  by  the 
strength  of  their  faction,  failed  not  to  embrace  the 
same  means  of  rewarding  them. 

The  administration  of  justice^  in  particular,  was  in- 
fected by  the  most  gross  partiahty.  A  case  of  import- 
ance scarcely  occurred,  in  which  there  was  not  some 
ground  for  bias  or  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  judges, 
who  were  so  little  able  to  withstand  tbe  temptauon, 
that  the  adage.  *'  Show  me  the  man,  and  I  wul  show 
you  the  law,"  became  as  prevalent  as  it  was  scanda- 
lous. One  corruption  led  ^  way  to  others  still  more 
gross  and  profligate.  The  judge  who  lent  his  sacred 
authority  in  one  caae  to  support  a  friend,  and  in  an- 
other to  crush  an  enemy,  and  whose  decisions  were 
founded  on  fomily  connexions,  or  political  relations, 
could  not  be  supposed  inaccessible  to  direct  personal 
motives ;  and  the  purse  of  the  wealthy  was  too  often 
believed  to  be  thrown  into  the  scale  to  weigh  down 
the  canse  of  the  poor  litigant  The  subordinate  offi- 
cera  of  the  law  afiected  little  scruple  concerning 
bribery.  Pieces  of  plate,  and  bags  of  money,  were 
sent  m  presents  to  the  king's  counsel,  to  influence 
their  conduct^  and  poured  forth,  aays  a  contemporary 
writer,  like  billets  of  wood  upon  their  floors,  without 
even  the  decency  of  eoncealinent 

In  such  times,  it  was  not  over  uncharitable  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  stateaman,  practised  in  courts  of  law, 
and  a  powerful  member  of  a  triumphant  cabal,  might 
find  and  use  means  of  advantage  over  his  less  skilful 
and  less  favoured  adversary ;  and  if  it  had  been  sup- 
posed that  Sir  William  Asnton's  conscience  had  been 
too  delicate  to  profit  by  these  advantages,  it  was 
believed  diat  his  ambition  and  desin  cm  extending 
his  wealth  and  consequence^  found  as  strong  a  stimu- 
lus in  the  exhortations  of  his  lady,  as  die  daring  aim 
of  Macbeth  in  the  daya  of  vore. 

Lady  Ashton  was  of  a  family  more,  distinguished 
than  that  of  her  lord,  an  advantage  which  she  did  not 
foil  to  use  to  the  uttermost,  in  maintainmg  and  ex- 
tending her  husband's  influence  over  others,  and, 
unless  she  was  greatly  beUed,  her  own  over  him.  She 
had  been  beautiful,  and  was  stately  and  majestic  in 
her  appearance.    Endowed  by  nature  with  strong 

Kwers  and  violent  pasaions,  experience  had  taught 
r  to  employ  the  one,  and  to  conceal,  if  not  to  mode- 
rate, the  other.  She  was  a  severe  and  strict  observer 
of  tna  external  format  at  least,  of  devotion;    her 
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honpitality  was  splendid,  even  to  ostentation;  her 
address  and  manners,  agreeable  to  the  pattern 
most  valued  in  Scotland  at  the  period,  were  grave, 
dignified,  and  sererely  regulated  by  the  rules  of  eti- 

2uette.  Her  character  had  always  been  beyond  the 
reath  of  slander.  And  yet,  with  all  these  qualities 
to  excite  respect,  Lady  Ashton  was  seldom  mentioned 
in  the  terms  of  love  or  affection.  Interest,— the  inter- 
est of  her  family,  if  not  her  own,— seemed  too  obvi- 
ously the  motive  of  her  actions ;  and  where  this  is  the 
case,  the  sharp-judging  and  malignant  pubUc  are  not 
easily  imposed  upon  fay  outward  show.  It  was  seen 
and  ascertained,  that,  m  her  most  graceful  courtesies 
and  compliments.  Lady  Ashton  no  more  lost  sight  of 
her  object  than  the  falcon  in  his  airy  wheel  turns  his 
quick  eyes  from  his  destined  quarry;  and  hence, 
something  of  doid>t  and  8uiq>icion  qualified  the  feelinn 
with  which  her  equals  received  her  attentions.  Witn 
her  inferiors  these  feelings  were  mingled  with  fear;  an 
impression  useful  to  her  purposes,  so  far  as  it  enforced 
ready  compliance  with  her  requests,  and  inwlicit  obe- 
dience to  her  commands,  but  detrimental,  because  it 
cannot  exist  with  affection  or  regard. 

Even  her  husband,  it  is  said,  upon  whose  fortunes 
her  talents  and  address  had  produced  such  emphatic 
influence,  regarded  her  with  respectful  awe  rather 
than  confiding  attachment;  and  report  said,  there 
were  times  when  he  considered  his  grandeur  as  dearly 
purchased  at  the  expense  of  domestic  thraldom.  Of 
thi&  however,  much  might  be  suspected,  but  little 
could  be  accurately  known ;  Lady  Ashton  regaided 
the  honour  of  her  husband  as  her  own,  and  was  well 
aware  how  much  that  would  slffer  in  the  public  eye 
should  he  appear  a  vassal  to  his  wife.  In  all  her  argu- 
ments, his  opinion  was  quoted  as  infallible  \  his  taste 
was  appealed  to,  and  his  sentiments  received,  with 
the  air  of  deference  which  a  dutiful  wife  might  seem 
to  owe  to  a  husband  of  Sir  William  Ashton's  rank 
and  character.  But  there  was  something  under  all 
this  which  rung  false  and  hollow ;  and  to  those  who 
watched  this  couple  with  close,  and  perhaps  malicious 
scrutiny,  it  seemed  evident,  that,  in  the  haughtiness  of 
a  firmer  character,  higher  birtk  and  more  decided 
views  of  aggrandixement.  the  lady  looked  vrith  some 
contempt  on  her  husband,  and  that  he  regarded  her 
with  jealous  fear,  rather  than  with  k>ve  or  admira- 
tion. 

Still,  however,  the  leading  and  favourite  interest 
of  Sir  William  Ashton  and  nis  lady  were  the  same, 
and  they  failed  not  to  work  in  oonoert,  although  with- 
out cordiality,  and  to  testifV,  in  ail  exterior  circum- 
stances, that  respect  for  each  other,  which  they  were 
aware  was  necessary  to  secure  that  of  the  pub- 
lic. 

Their  union  was  crowned  with  several  children,  of 
whom  three  survived.  One,  the  eldest  son,  was  ab- 
sent on  his  travels ;  the  second,  a  girl  of  seventeen, 
and  the  third,  a  boy  about  three  vears  younger,  resided 
with  their  parents  in  Edinburgfi,  dunng  the  sessions 
of  the  Scottish  Parliament  and  Privy-council,  at 
other  times  in  the  old  Gkithic  castle  of  Havenswood, 
to  which  the  Lord  Keeper  had  made  large  additions 
in  the  style  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

Allan  Lord  Ravenswood,  the  late  proprietor  of  that 
ancient  mansion  and  the  large  estate  annexed  to, it, 
continued  for  some  time  to  wage  ineffectual  war  with 
his  successor  concerning  various  points  to  which 
their  former  transactions  had  given  rise,  and  which 
were  successively  determined  in  favour  of  the  wealthy 
and  powerful  campetitor,  until  death  closed  the  litiga- 
tion, by  summomng  Ravenswood  to  a  higher  bar. 
Hie  thread  of  lifis,  whiph  had  been  long  wastmg,  gave 
way  during  a  fit  of  violent  and  impotent  fury,  with 
which  he  was  assailed  on  receiving  the  news  of  the 
loss  of  a  cause,  founded,  perhaps,  rather  inequity  than 
in  law.  the  last  which  he  had  maintained  against  his 
powerml  antagonist.  His  son  witnessed  his  dying 
agonies,  and  heard  the  curses  which  he  breathed 
against  his  adversary,  as  if  they  had  conveyed  to  him 
a  legacy  of  vengeance.  Other  circumstances  hap- 
pened to  exasperate  a  passion,  which  was.  and  had 
long  been,  a  prevalent  vice  in  the  Scottish  disposi- 
tion. 

It  was  a  November  morning,  and  the  cmb  which 


overlooked  the  ocean  were  hung  with  thick  and  heavy 
mist,  when  the  portals  of  the  ancient  and  half-ruin- 
ous tower,  in  which  Lord  Ravenswood  had  spent  the 
last  and  troubled  years  of  his  life,  opened,  that  hia 
mortal  remains  might  pass  forwaid  to  an  abode  yet 
more  dreary  and  lonely.  The  pomp  of  attendance, 
to  which  the  deceased  had,  in  his  latter  years,  bo^i  a 
stranger,  was  revived  as  he  was  about  to  be  consigned 
to  the  realms  of  forgetfulness. 

Banner  after  banner,  with  the  various  devices  and 
coats  of  this  ancient  family  and  its  connexions,  fol- 
lowed each  other  in  mournful  procession  from  under 
the  low-browcd  archway  of  the  court-yard.  The 
principal  gentry  of  the  country  attended  m  the  deep* 
est  mourning,  and  tempered  the  pace  of  their  long 
train  of  horses  to  the  solemn  march  befitting  the  oc- 
casion. Trumpets,  with  banners  of  crape  attached 
to  then^  sent  forth  their  long  and  melancholy  notee 
to  regulate  the  movements  of  the  procession.  An 
immense  train  of  inferior  mourners  and  menials 
closed  the  rear,  which  had  not  yet  issued  from  the 
casile-gat&  when  the  van  had  reached  the  chapel 
where  the  body  was  to  be  deposited. 

Contraiy  to  the  custom,  and  even  to  the  law  of  the 
time,  the  body  was  met  by  a  priest  of  the  Scottish 
Episcopal  communion,  arrayed  in  his  surplice,  and 
prepared  to  read  over  the  cofi&n  of  the  deceased  the 
funeral  service  of  the  church.  Such  had  been  the 
desire  of  Lord  Ravenswood  in  his  last  fllness,  and  it 
was  readily  complied  with  by  the  tory  gentlemen,  or 
cavaliers,  as  they  affected  to  style  tnemselve&  in 
which  faction  most  of  his  kinsmen  were  enrolled. 
The  jpresbyterian  church-judicatory  of  the  bounds, 
considering  the  ceremony  as  a  bravading  insult  upon 
their  authority,  had  applied  to  the  Lord  Keeper,  as 
the  nearest  pnyv-counciUor,  for  a  warraht  to  prevent 
its  being  carriea  into  effect ;  so  that  when  the  cleny- 
man  had  opened  his  prayer-book,  an  officer  of  l£e 
law,  supported  by  some  armed  men,  commanded  him 
to  be  silent  An  insult,  which  fired  the  whole  aasem- 
bly  with  indignation,  was  particulariy  and  instantly- 
resented  by  the  only  son  of  the  deceased,  Edgar, 
popularly  (mllod  the  Master  of  Ravenswood,  a  youth 
of  about  twenty  yeara  of  age.  He  clapped  his 
hand  on  his  sword,  and,  bidding  the  official  per- 
son to  desist  at  his  peril  from  farther  intemiption« 
commanded  the  clorffyman  to  proceed.  The  roan 
attempted  to  enforce  nis  commission^  but  as  a  hun- 
dred swords  at  once  glittered  in  the  aur^  he  contented 
himself  with  protesting  against  the  violence  which 
had  been  offered  to  him  in  the  execution  of  his  du^, 
and  stood  aloo^  a  sullen  and  moody  spectator  ot 
the  ceremonial,  muttering  as  one  who  should  say, 
"You'll  rue  the  day  that  clogs  roe  with  this  an- 
swer." 
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The  scene  was  worthy  of  an  artiat's  pencil.  Under 
the  very  areh  of  the  house  of  death,  the  clergyman, 
affrighted  at  the  scene,  and  trembling  for  his  own 
safety,  hastily  and  unwillingly  rehearsed  the  solemn 
service  of  the  church,  and  spoke  dust  to  dust,  and 
ashes  to  ashes,  over  ruined  pride  and  decayed  pros- 
perity. Around  stood  the  relations  of  the  decnsed, 
their  countenances  more  in  anger  than  in  sorrow, 
and  their  drawn  swords  which  they  brandished  form- 
ing a  violent  contrast  with  their  deep  mourning  hah- 
its.  In  the  countenance  of  the  young  man  alone,  re- 
sentment seemed  for  the  moment  overpowered  bv 
the  deep  agony  with  which  he  beheld  his  nearest,  and 
almost  his  only  friend,  consigned  to  the  tomb  of  his 
ancestry.  ,A  relative  observed  him  turn  deadly  pale, 
when,  all  ntes  being  now  duly  observed,  it  became  the 
duty  of  the  chief  mourner  to  lower  down  into  the 
chamel  vault,  where  mouldering  coffins  showed  their 
tattered  velvet  and  decayed  plating,  the  head  of  the 
corpse  which  was  to  be  their  partner  in  corruption. 
He  stepped  to  the  youth  and  ofiered  his  assistance^ 
which,  by  a  mute  motion,  Edgar  Ravenswood  reject- 
ed. Firmly,  and  without  a  tear,  he  performed  that 
last  duty.  The  stone  was  laid  on  the  sepulchre,  the 
door  oi  the  aisle  was  locked,  and  the  youth  took  pos- 
session of  its  massive  key. 

As  the  crowd  left  the  chapel,  he  paused  on  the  steps 
which  led  to  its  Gothic  chancel.  "  Gentlemen  and 
fri^ids,"  he.  said,  "  you  have  this  day  done  no  com- 
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ooQ  doty  to  the  body  of  your  deceaaed  kinsman. 
Tbe  rights  of  due  obaenrance,  which,  in  other  coun- 
tiiefl^  are  allowed  as  the  due  of  the  meanest  Chris- 
tian, would  this  day  have  been  denied  to  the  body  of 
TOOT  relative — not  certainly  sprung  of  the  m^mest 
hoam  in  Scotland— had  it  not  oeen  assured  to  him  by 
your  courage.  Others  bury  their  dead  in  sorrow  and 
tears,  in  suence  and  in  reverence;  our  funeral  rites 
are  marred  by  the  intrusion  of  bailiffs  and  ruffians, 
and  our  Krief— the  grief  due  to  our  departed  friend— is 
chased  irom  our  cheeks  by  the  glow  of  just  indica- 
tion. But  it  is  well  that  1  know  from  what  quiver 
this  arrow  has  come  forth.  It  was  only  he  that  dug 
the  grave  who  could  have  the  mean  cruelty  to  disturb 
the  obsequies ;  and  Heaven  do  as  much  to  me  and 
more,  if  I  requite  not  to  this  man  and  his  house 
the  ruin  and  disgrace  he  has  brought  on  me  and 
mine!" 

A  numerous  part  of  the  assembly  applauded  this 
speech,  as  the  spirited  expression  of  just  resentment: 
but  the  more  cool  and  judicious  regretted  that  it  had 
been  uttered.  The  fortunes  of  the  heir  of  Ravens- 
wood  were  too  low  to  brave  the  farther  hostility  which 
they  imagined  these  open  expressions  of  resentment 
must  neoessaiily  provoke.  Their  apprehensions,  how- 
ever, proved  groundless,  at  least  m  the  immediate 
consegocnces  of  &is  affair. 

The  mourners  returned  to  the  tower,  there,  accord- 
ing to  a  custom  but  recently  abolished  in  Scotland, 
to  carouse  deep  healths  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased, to  make  the  house  of  sorrow  ring  with  sounds 
of  jovialty  and  debauch,  and  to  diminish,  by  the 
opense  of  a  large  and  profuse  entertainment,  the 
limited  revenues  of  the  neir  of  him  whose  fuiieral 
they  thus  strangely  honoured.  It  was  the  custom^ 
however,  and  on  the  present  occasion  it  was  fully 
observed.  The  Cables  swam  in  wine,  the  populace 
ieasted  in  the  court-yard,  the  yeomen  m  the  kitchen 
and  buttery;  and  two  years'  rent  of  Ravenswood's 
lemaming  property  hardly  defrayed  the  charge  of  the 
foneral  revd.  The  wine  did  its  office  on  alTbut  the 
Master  of  Ravens  wood,  a  title  which  he  still  retained, 
though  forfeiture  had  attached  to  that  of  his  father. 
He,  while  passmg  around  the  cup  which  he  himself 
ud  not  taste,  soon  listened  to  a  thousand  exclama- 
tiops  against  the  Lord  Sleeper,  and  passionate  protes- 
taticms  of  attaclunent  to  himself,  and  to  the  honour 
of  his  bouse.  He  hstened  with  dark  and  sullen  brow 
to  ebullitions  which  he  considered  justly  as  equally 
^raseacent  with  the  crimson  bubbles  on  the  brink  of 
the  goblet,  or  at  least  with  the  vapours  which  its 
contents  ezdted  in  the  brains  of  the  revellers  around 
hiin. 

When  the  last  flask  was  emptied,  they  took  their 
leave,  with  deep  protestations— to  be  forgotten  on  the 
nonow,  if;  indeed,  those  who  made  them  should  not 
think  it  necessary  for  their  safety  to  make  a  more 
Mteoin  retraction. 

Accepting  their  adieus  with  an  air  of  contempt 
which  he  could  scarce  conceal^  Ravenswood  at 
UDgii  bdield  his  ruinous  habitation  cleared  of  this 
oanflueoce  of  riotous  guests,  and  returned  to  the 
^erted  hall,  which  now  appeared  doubly  lonely 
nom  the  cessation  of  that  clamour  to  which  it  had 
w  lately  echoed.  But  its  space  was  peopled  by 
phantoms,  which  the  imagination  of  the  young  heur 
J^urcd  up  before  him— the  tarnished  honour  and 
vgraded  fortunes  of  his  house,  the  destruction  of 
ms  own  hopea  and  the  triumph  of  that  family  by 
wnpm  they  had  been  ruined.  To  a  mind  naturally  of 
*^°9py  cast,  here  was  ample  room  for  meditation, 
•M  the  musings  of  young  Ravenswood  were  deep 
*m  unwitnessed. 

The  peasant,  who  shows  the  ruins  of  the  tdwer, 
*»"<*  sail  crown  the  beetling  cliff  and  behold  the 
JJjr  of  the  waves,  though  no  more  tenanted  save  by 
Jf«  ira-mew  and  cormorant,  even  yet  affirms,  that  on 
JJw  ntal  night  the  Master  of  Ravenswood,  by  the 
ft  ^  ^clamadons  of  his  despair,  evoked  some  evil 
ncnd,  under  whose  malignant  influence  the  future 
u8sueofmcidents  was  woven.  Alas!  what  Send  can 
■Offlest  more  desperate  counsels,  than  those  adopted 
mca  the  guidance  of  our  own  violent  ana  unresisted 
passions'} 


CHAPTER  III. 

Orer  Ood«  forebode,  then  nid  the  King, 
That  thoa  ahouldtt  ehoot  at  me. 

WUUam  BeU,  aim  o*  the  Ckugh,  ^ 

On  the  morning  after  the  funeral,  the  legal  officer, 
whose  authority  had  been  found  insufficient  to  effect 
an  interruption  of  the  funeral  solemnities  of  the  late 
Lord  Ravenswood,  hastened  to  state  before  the 
Keeper  the  resistance  which  he  had  met  with  in  the 
execution  of  his  office. 

The  statesman  was  seated  in  a  spacious  library, 
once  a  banqueting-room  in  the  old  Castle  of  Ravens- 
wood, as  was  evident  from  the  armorial  insignia  still 
displayed  on  the  carved  roof^  which  was  vaulted  with 
Spanish  chestnut  and  on  the  stained  glass  of  the 
casement,  througn  which  gleamed  a  aim  yet  rich 
light,  on  the  long  rows  of  shelves,  bending  under  the 
weight  (^  legal  commentators  and  monkish  histori- 
ans, whose  ponderous  volumes  formed  the  chief  and 
most  valued  contents  of  a  Scottish  historian  of  the 
period.  On  the  massive  oaken  table  and, reading- 
desk,  lay  a  confused  mass  of  letters,  petitions,  and 
parchments ;  to  toil  amongst  which  was  the  pleasure 
at  once  and  the  plague  of^Sir  William  Ashton's  life. 
His  appearance  was  jrrave  and  even  noble,  well 
becoming  one  who  hela  a  high  office, in  the  state; 
and  it  was  not,  save  after  long  and  intimate  conver- 
sation virith  him  upon  topics  of  pressing  and  personal 
interest,  that  a  stranger  could  have  discoveied  some- 
thing vacillating  and  uncertain  in  his  resolutions ;  an 
infirmity  of  purpose,  arising  from  a  cautious  and 
timid  disposition,  which,  as  ne  was  conscious  pf  its 
internal  influence  on  his  mind,  he  was,  from  pride  as 
well  as  policy,  most  anxious  to  conceal  from  others. 

He  listened  with  great  apparent  composure  to  an 
exaggerated  account  of  the  tumult  which  had  taken 
place  at  the  funeral,  of  the  contempt  thrown  on  his 
own  authority,  and  that  of  the  chureh  and  state; 
nor  did  he  seem  moved  even  by  the  faithful  report 
of  the  insuldng  and  threatening  language  which 
had  been  uttered  by  young  Ravenswood  and  others, 
and  obviously  directed  against  himself  He  heard, 
also,  what  the  man  had  bieen  able  to  collect  in  a  very 
distorted  and  aggravated  shape,  of  the  toasts  which 
had  been  drunk,  and  the  menaces  uttered,  at  the 
subs^uent  entertainment.  In  fine,  he  made  careful 
notes  of  all  these  particulars,  and  of  the  names  of 
the  persons  by  whom,  in  case  of  need,  an  accusation, 
founded  upon  these  violent  proceedings,  could  be 
witnessed  and  made  good,  and  dismissed  bis  in- 
former, secure  that  he  was  now  master  of  the  remain- 
ing fortune,  and  even  of  the  personal  hbeny,  of  young 
Ravenswood. 

When  the  door  had  closed  upon  the  officer  of  the 
law.  the  Lord  Keeper  remained  for  a  moment  in  deep 
meditation ;  then,  starting  from  his  seat,  paced  the 
apartment  as  one  about  to  take  a  sudden  and  ener- 
getic resolution.  "Young  Ravenswood,"  he  mut- 
tered, "is  now  mine— he  is  my  own— he  has  placed 
himself  in  my  hand,  and  he  shall  bend  or  break.  I 
have  not  forgot  the  determined  and  dogged  obstinacy 
with  which  his  father  fought  every  point  to  the  last, 
resisted  every  eflbrt  at  compromise,  embroiled  me  in 
lawsuits,  and  attempted  to  assail  my  character  when 
he  could  not  otherwise  impugn  my  rights.  This  jxnr 
he  has  left  behind  him— this  Edgar-*this  hot-headed, 
hair-brained  fool,  has  wrecked liis  vessel  before  she 
has  cleared  the  harbour.  Imust  see  that  he  gains  no 
advantage  of  some  turning  tide  which  may  again 
float  him  off.  These  memoranda,  properly  stated  to 
the  Privy  Council,  cannot  but  be  construed  into  an 
aggravated  riot,  in  which  the  dignity  both  of  the  civil 
and  ecclesiastical  authorities  stand  committed.  A 
heavy  fine  might  be  imposed ;  an  order  for  comnut- 
ting  nun  to  Edinburgh  or  Blackness  Castle  seems  not 
improper ;  even  a  charge  of  treason  might  be  laid  on 
many  of  these  words  and  expressions,  though  God 
forbid  I  should  prosecute  the  matter  to  that  extent 
No,  I  vrill  not:— I  will  not  touch  his  lif&  even  if  it 
should  be  in  my  power ;— and  yet,  if  he  lives  till  a 
change  of  times,  what  follows  ?— Restitution— per- 
haps revenge.  I  know  Athole  promised  his  mteres* 
to  old  Ravenswood,  and  here  isms  eon  already  ban* 
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dying  and  making  a  faction  by  his  own  contemptibie 
influence.  What  a  ready  tool  be  would  be  (or  the  use 
of  those  who  are  watching  the  downfall  of  our  admi- 
nistration I" 

While  these  thoughts  were  agHating  the  mind  of  the 
wily  statesman,  and  while  he  was  persuading  himself 
that  his  own  interest  and  safety,  as  well  as  those  of 
his  friends  and  party,  depended  on  using  the  present 
advantage  to  the  uttermost  against  young  Kavens- 
wood,  the  Lord  Keeper  sate  down  to  his  desk,  and 
proceeded  to  draw  up,  for  the  information  of  the  Privy 
Council,  an  account  of  the  disorderly  proceedings 
which,  in  contempt  of  his  warrant,  had  taken  place 
at  the  funeral  of  Lord  Ravenswood.  The  names  of 
most  of  the  parties  concerned,  as  well  as  the  fact  itself^ 
would,  he  was  well  aware,  sound  odiously  in  the  ears 
of  his  colleagues  in  administration,  and  most  likely 
instigate  them  to  make  an  example  of  young  Ravens- 
wood,  at  least,  in  terrorem. 

It  was  a  point  of  delicacy,  however,  to  select  such 
expressions  as  might  infer  the  young  man's  culpabi- 
lity, without  seeming  directly  to  urge  it,  which,  on  the 
part  of  Sir  William  Ashton,  his  father's  ancient  an- 
tagonist, could  not  but  appear  odious  and  invidious. 
While  he  was  in  the  act  of  composition,  labouring  to 
find  words  which  might  indicate  Edgar  Ravenswood 
to  be  the  cause  of  the  uproar,  without  specifically  mak- 
ing such  a  charge,  Sir  William,  in  a  pause  of  his  task, 
chanced,  in  looking  upward,  to  see  the  crest  of  the 
family,  (for  whose  heir  he  was  whetting  the  arrows, 
and  disposing  the  toils  of  the  law,)  carved  upon  one 
of  the  corbeilles  from  which  the  vaulted  roof  of  the 
apartment  o^rung.  It  was  a  black  bull's  head,  with 
the  legend,  I  bide  mv  time ;"  and  the  occasion  upon 
which  it  was  adopted  mingled  itself  singularly,  and 
impressively  with  the  subject  of  his  present  reflections. 

It  was  said  by  a  constant  tradition,  that  a  MaHsius 
de  Ravenswood  had,  in  the  thirteenth  century,  been 
deprived  of  his  castle  and  lands  by  a  powerful  usurper, 
who  had  for  a  while  enjoyed  his  spoils  in  quiet  At 
length,  on  the  eve  of  a  costly  banquet,  Ravenswood, 
who  had  watched  his  opportunity,  mtroduced  himself 
into  the  castle  with  a  small  band  of  faithful  retainers. 
The  ssrving  of  the  expected  feast  was  impatiently 
looked  for  by  the  guests,  and  clamorously  demanded 
by  the  temporary  master  of  the  castle.  Ravenswood, 
who  had  assumed  the  disguise  of  a  sewer  upon  the 
occasion,  ansMrered,  in  a  stem  voice,  "I  bide  my 
time;"  and  at  the  same  moment  a  bull's  head,  the 
ancient  symbol  of  death,  was  placed  upon  the  table. 
The  explosion  of  the  coiiroiracy  took  place  upon  the 
signal,  and  the  usurper  ana  his  followers  were  put  to 
death.  Perhaps  there  was  something  in  this  still 
known  and  often  repeated  story,  which  came  imme- 
diately home  to  the  breast  and  conscience  of  the  Lord 
Keeper;  for,  putting  from  hira  the  paper  on  which 
he  had  bc^n  his  report,  and  carefully  locking  the 
memoranda  which  he  had  prepared,  into  a  cabinet 
which  stood  beside  him,  be  proceeded  to  walk  abroad, 
as  if  for  the  purpose  of  coUecting  his  ideas,  and  re- 
flecting farther  on  the  consequences  of  the  step  whidi 
he  was  about  to  take,  ere  yet  they  became  inevitable. 

In  passing  through  a  large  Grothic  anteroom,  Sir 
William  Ashton  heard  the  sound  of  his  daughter's 
lute.  Music,  when  the  performers  are  concealed, 
affects  us  with  a  pleasure  mingled  with  surprise,  and 
reminds  us  of  the  natural  concert  of  birds  among  the 
leafy  bowers.  The  statesman,  though Uttle  accustomed 
to  give  way  to  emotions  of  this  natural  and  simple 
class,  was  still  a  man  and  a  father.  He  stopped, 
therefore,  and  listened,  wUle  the  silver  tones  of  Lucy 
Ashton|s  voice  mingled  ^h  the  accompaniment  in 
an  ancient  air.  to  which  iome  one  had  adapted  the 
following  words:— 

"  Look  not  tho«  on  betnty'a  cbanuoff,— 
Sit  thoo  ittU  when  kinfi  are  annhif ,^ 
Tiwte  not  when  the  win«-cup  r)ut«ni.— 
Speak  not  When  the  people  Ustent,— 
Stop  thine  oar  acainit  the  singer,— 
Prom  the  red  gold  keep  thjr  finger,— 
Vacant  heart,  and  hand,  and  •jt^— 
Eai/  live,  and  quiet  die.** 


The  sounds  ceased,  and  the  Keeper  entered  his 
's  apartment 
ords  she  had  chosen  seemed  particularly 
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adapted  to  her  character;  for  Lucy  Ashton's exqui- 
sitely beautiful,  yet  somewhat  girlish  features^  were 
formed  to  express  peace  of  mind,  serenity,  and 
indifiference  to  the  tinsel  of  worldly  pleasure.  Her 
locks,  which  were  of  shadowy  gold,  divided  on  a 
brow  of  exquisite  whiteness,  like  a  gleam  of  brokMi 
and  pallid  sunshine  upon  a  hill  of  sno\H.  The  expres- 
sion of  the  countenance  was  in  the  last  degree  gentle, 
soft,  timid,  and  feminine,  and  seemed  rather  to  shrink 
from  the  most  casual  look  of  a  stranger,  than  to  court 
his  admiration.  Something  there  was  of  a  Madonna 
cast,  perhaps  the  result  of  delicate  health,  and  of  resi- 
dence in  a  family,  where  the  dispositions  of  the  in- 
mates were  fiercer,  more  active,  and  energetic,  than 
her  own. 

Yet  her  passiveness  of  disposition  was  by  no  means 
ovdng  to  an  indifferent  or  unfeeling  mmd.  Left  to 
the  impulse  of  her  own  taste  and  feelings,  Lucy  Aah- 
ton  was  peculiarly  accessible  to  those  of  a  romantic 
cast  Her  secret  delijght  was  in  the  old  legendary 
tales  of  ardent  devotion  and  unalterable  aifectioii, 
chequered  as  they  so  often  are  with  strange  adven- 
tures and  supernatural  horrors.  This  was  her  fa- 
voured fahy  realm,  and  here  she  erected  her  aerial 
palaces.  But  it  was  only  in  secret  that  she  laboured 
at  this  delusive,  though  delightful  architecture.  In 
her  retired  chamber,  or  in  the  woodland  bower  which 
she  hsd  chosen  for  her  own,  and  called  after  her  name, 
she  was  in  fancy  distributing  the  prizes  at  the  tourna- 
ment, or  raining  down  influence  from  her  eyes  on  the 
valiant  combatants;  or  she  was  wandering  in  the 
wilderness  with  Una,  under  escort  of  the  generous 
lion ;  or  she  was  identifying  herself  with  the  simple, 
yet  noble-minded  Miranda,  in  the  isle  of  wonder  and 
enchantment. 

But  in  her  exterior  relations  to  things  of  this  world, 
Lucy  willingly  received  the  ruling  impulse  firom  those 
around  her.  The  alternative  was,  in  general,  too  in- 
different to  her  to  render  resistance  desirable,  and  she 
willingly  founda  motive  for  decision  in  tne  opinion  of 
her  friends,  which  perhaps  she  might  have  sought  for 
in  vain  in  her  own  choice.  Every  reader  must  have 
observed  in  some  family  of  his  acouaintance,  some 
individual  of  a  temper  soft  and  yielding,  who,  mixed 
with  stronger  and  more  ardent  minds,  is  borne  along 
by  the  will  of  others,  with  as  Uttle  power  of  opposition 
as  the  flower  which  is  flung  into  a  running  stream. 
It  usually  happens  that  such  a  compliant  and  easy- 
disposition,  wnich  resigns  itself  without  murmur  to 
the  guidance  of  oUier8,l)ecomes  the  darling  of  those 
to  whose  inclinations  its  own  seem  to  be  oflered,  in 
ungrudging  and^readv  sacrifice. 

This  was  eminently  the  case  with  Lucy  Ashton. 
Her  politic  wary,  and  worldly  father,  felt  for  her 
an  anectioii,  the  strength  of  which  sometimes  sur- 
prised him  into  an  imusual  emotion.  Her  elder  bro- 
ther, who  trode  the  path  of  ambition  with  a  haughtier 
step  than  his  father,  had  also  more  of  human  afiec- 
tipn. ,  A  soldier,  and  in  a  dissolute  age,  he  preferrei 
his  sister  Lucy  even  to  pleasure,  and  to  military  pre- 
ferment and  distinction.  Her  younger  brother,  at  an 
age  when  trifles  chiefly  occupied  his  mind,  made  her 
the  confident  of  all  his  pleasures  and  anxieties,  his 
success  in  field-sports,  and  his  quarrels  with  his  tutor 
and  instructors.  To  these  details,  however  trivial, 
Lucy  lent  patient  and  not  indifferent  attention.  They 
moved  ana  interested  Henry,  and  that  was  enough  to 
secure  her  ear. 

Her  motlier  alone  did  not  feel  that  distinguished 
and  predominating  afiection,  with  which  the  rest  of 
the  family  cheri^ed  Lucy.  She  rej^rded  what  she 
termed  her  daughter's  want  of  spint,  as  a  decided 
mark,  that  the  more  plebeian  blood  of  ner  father  pre- 
dominated in  Luc/s  veins,  and  used  to  call  her  in 
derision  her  Lammermoor  Shepherdess.  To  dislike 
80  gentle  and  inoffensive  a  being  was  impossible; 
but  Lady  Ashton  preferred  her  eldest  son,  on  whom 
had  descended  a  large  portion  of  her  own  ambitious 
and  undaunted  disposition,  to  a  daughter  whose  soft- 
ness of  temper  seemed  amed  to  feebleness  of  min^. 
Her  eldest  son  was  the  more  partially  beloved  by  hia 
mother,  because,  contrary  to  the  usual  cixstom  of 
Scottish  families  of  distinction,  he  had  been  named 
after  the  head  of  the  house. 
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"llfySbolto,'*  she  said.  'Srill  support  thaontamished 
lioDoarof  his  maternal  noose,  ana  elevate  and  support 
thit  of  his  father.  Poor  Lucy  is  unfit  for  courts,  or 
cnmdad  halls.  Some  oountnr  laird  must  be  her  hus- 
band, rich  enough  to  supply  ner  with  every  comfort, 
wiihoat  an  effort  on  her  own  part,  so  that  she  may 
kave  nothing  to  shed  a  tear  for  but  the  tender  sppre- 
heoaoa  lest  he  may  break  his  neck  in  a  fox-cnase. 
It  was  not  so,  however,  that  our  house  was  raised, 
nor  is  it  so  that  it  can  be  fortified  and  augmented. 
Tbe  Lord  Keeper's  dignity  is  yet  new ;  it  must  be 
borne  as  if  we  were  used  to  its  weight  worthy  of  it, 
and  prompt  to  assert  and  maintain  it.  Before  ancient 
autfaoritiee,  men  bend,  from  customary  and  hereditary 
defieience;  in  our  presence,  they  vrili  stand  erect  un> 
kfls  they  are  compelled  to  prostrate  themselves.  A 
daughter  fit  for  the  sheep-fold  or  the  cloister,  is  ill 
qualified  to  exact  reroect  where  it  is  yielded  with  re- 
mctance;  and  since  Heaven  refused  us  a  third  boy, 
Loqr  should  have  held  a  character  fit  to  suoply  his 
place.  Tlie  hour  will  be  a  h^py  one  which  ouposes 
her  hand  in  marriage  to  some  one  whose  energy  is 
greater  than  her  own,  or  whose  ambition  is  of  as  low 
an  order." 

So  meditated  a  mother,  to  whom  the  qualities  of 
her  children's  hearts,  as  well  as  the  prospect  of  their 
domestic  happiness,  seemed  light  in  comparison  to 
their  rank  and  temporal  greatness.  But,  Uke  many  a 
parent  of  hot  and  impatient  character,  she  was  mis- 
taken in  estimating  the  feelings  of  her  daughter,  whoi 
under  a  semblance  of  extreme  indifoence,  nourished 
the  ^erm  of  those  passions  which  sometimes  spring 
up  m  one  night,  like  the  gourd  of  the  prophet,  and 
istooish  the  observer  by  their  unexpected  araour  and 
intensity.  In  fact.  Lucre  sentiments  seemed  chill,  be- 
canse  nothing  had  occurred  to  interest  or  awaken 
them.  Her  me  had  hitherto  flowed  on  in  a  uniform 
and  gentle  tenor,  and  hiqipy  for  her  had  not  its  pre- 
sent smoothneaa  of  current  resembled  that  of  the 
stream  as  it  glides  downwards  to  the  waterfofl ! 

**  So,  Lucy,"  said  her  father,  entering  as  her  song 
was  ended,  **doe8  your  musical  philosopher  teach 
foa  to  contemn  the  woild  before  you  know  if?— that  is 
surely  somethingpremature.  Or  did  you  but  speak  ac- 
cordmg  to  the  fiunion  of  fair  maidens,  who  are  always 
to  hold  tbe  pleasures  of  life  in  contempt  till  they  are 
pened  i^on  them  by  the  address  ot  some  gentle 

Lacy  blushed,  disclaimed  any  inference  respecting 
her  own  choice  being  drawn  nom  hear  selection  of  a 
9m,  and  readily  laid  aside  her  instrument  at  her  fa- 
thers request  that  she  would  attend  him  in  his  walk. 

A  larse  and  well-wooded  park,  or  rather  chase, 
stretcbed  along  the  hill  behind  tbe  castle,  which  occu- 
pring,  IS  we  have  noticed,  a  pass  asoendins  from  the 
plain,  seeoMd  built  in  its  very  fforge  to  defend  the 
tbrest  ground  which  arose  bduna  it  m  shaggv  majes- 
ty. Into  this  romantic  region  the  father  andaaugnter 
proceeded,  arm  in  arm,  by  a  noble  avenue  overarched 
by  embowering  elms,  beneath  which  groups  of  the 
i«Uow-deer  were  seen  to  stray  in  distantperspective. 
As  they  paced  slowly  on.  admiring  the  difierent  points 
of  riew,"for  which  Sir  William  Ashton,  notwithstand- 
o}€  the  nature  of  his  usual  avocations,  had  oonsidera- 
Ue  taste  and  fiselin^  they  were  overtaken  by  the 
Cintter;  or  park-keeper,  who,  intent  on  alvan  sport 
^iB  proceeding  with  his  cross-bow  over  bis  arm,  and 
^boond  led  in  leash  by  his  boy,  into  the  interior  of 
the  wood. 

I'GDuig  to  shoot  ns  a  piece  of  venison,  Norman?" 
•aid  oil  masto,  as  he  returned  the  woodman's  saluta- 
tion. 

"Saol,  your  honour,  and  thati  am.    Will  it  please 

wtoieeihe  sport?" 

.  0  no,"  laid  his  lordship,  after  looking  at  his 
daqghter,  whose  colom*  fled  at  the  idea  of  seeing  the 
deer  ihot,  althoufdi  had  her  fother  expressed  his  wish 
tost  they  should  accoimmny  Norman,  it  was  proba- 
l»^ahe  would  not  even  nave  hinted  her  reluctance. 

The  forester  sbruffled  his  shoulders.  "It  was  a 
disheartening  thing,^^  he  said,  **  when  none  of  the 
unities  came  down  to  see  the  sport  He  hoped  Cap- 
^  Sholto  would  be  soon  hame,  or  he  might  shut  up 
US  shop  entiiely ;  for  Mr.  Harry  was  kept  sae  close 
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wi*  his  Latin  nonsense,  that,  though  his  wiH  was  very 
glide  to  be  in  the  wood  from  rooming  till  night,  there 
would  be  a  hopeful  lad  fost,  and  no  making  a  man  of 
him.  It  was  not  so,  he  had  beard,  in  Lord  Ravens- 
wood's  time— when  a  bock  Mras  to  be  kiUed,  man  and 
mother's  son  ran  to  see ;  and  when  the  deer  fell,  the 
knife  was  always  presented  to  the  knight,  and  he 
never  gave  less  than  a  dollar  for  the  compliment 
And  there  -was  Edgar  Ravenswood— Master  of  Ra- 
venswood  that  is  now— when  he  goes  up  to  the  wood 
—there  hasna  been  a  better  btmter  since  Tristrem's 
time— when  Sir  Edgar  bauds  out,*  down  goes  the 
deer,  faith.  But  we  tiae  lost  a'  sense  6f  wood-craft 
on  this  side  of  the  hill." 

There  was  much  in  this  harrangue  highly  dia|)Icas- 
ing  to  the  Lord, Keeper's  feelings;  be  could  not  help 
observing  that  his  menial  despised  him  almost  avow- 
edly for  not  possessing  that  taste  for  siport,  which  in 
those  times  was  deemed  the  natural  and  indispensable 
attribiite  of  a  real  gentleman.  But  the  master  of  the 
game  is,  in  all  coimtry  houses,  a  man  of  great  import- 
ance, and  entitled  to  use  considerable  freedom  of 
speech.  Sir  William,,  therefore,  only  smiled  and 
replied^  he  had  something  else  to  think  upon  to-day 
than  killing  deer ;  mean  time^  taking  out  his  purse,  he 

Sve  the  ranger  a  dollar  for  his  encouragement  'The 
fow  received  it  as  the  waiter  of  a  fashionable  hotel 
receives  double  his  proper  fee  from  the  hands  of  a 
country  gentleman^— that  is,  with  a  smile,  in  which 
pleasure  at  the  gift  is  minsled  with  contempt  for  the 
Ignorance  of  the  donor.  Your  honour  is  the  bad 
paymaster,"  he  said,  **who  pays  before  it  is  done, 
what  would  you  do  were  I  to  miss  the  buck  after  you 
have  paid  me  my  wood-fee?" 

"  I  suppose,"  said  the  Keeper,  smiling,  "  you  would 
hardly  guess  what  I  mean  were  I  to  teU  you  of  a  con- 
dicHoindtbUi?'' 

"  Not  I,  on  my  saul- I  guess  it  is  some  law  phrase 
—but  sue  a  beggar,  and— your  honour  knows  what 
follows.— WelVbut  I  will  be  just  with  you,  and  if  bow 
and  brach  fiiil  not.  yon  shall  nave  a  piece  of  game  two 
fingers  fat  on  the  brisket" 

As  he  was  about  to  go  of^  his  master  again  called 
him,  and  asked,  as  if  by  accident  whether  the  Master 
of  Ravenswood  was  actually  so  brave  a  man  and  so 
good  a  shooter  as  the  world  spoke  him? 

"  Brave  I— brave  enough,  I  warrant  you."  answered 
Norman ;  "  I  was  in  the  wood  at  'Tymngname,  when 
there  was  a  sort  of  gallants  hunting  with  my  lord ; 
on  my  saul,  there  was  a  buck  tumedto  bay  made  us 
all  stand  back ;  a  stout  old  Trojan  of  the  nrst  head, 
ten-tyned  branches,  and  a  brow  as  broad  as  e'er  a 
bullock's.  Egad,  he  dashed  at  the  old  lord,  and  there 
would  have  been  inlake  among  the  oeerage,  if  the 
Master  had  not  whbt  roundly  in,  and  hamstrung  him 
with  his  cutlass.  He  was  but  sixteen  then,  bless  his 
heart?" 

"And  is  he  as  ready  with  tbe  gun  as  with  the  cou- 
teau?"  said  Sir  Wnham. 

"He'll  strike  this  silver  dollar  out  from  between 
my  fiimer  and  thumb  at  fourscore  yaid&  and  TU  bold 
it  out  mr  a  gold  merk ;  what  more  would  ye  have  ot 
ey&  hand,  lead,  and  gunpowder?" 

0  no  more  to  be  wimed,  certainly,"  said  the  Lord 
Keeper ;  "but  we  ke»  you  from  your  sport,  Norman. 
Good  morrow,  good  Norman." 

And  humming  his  rustic  roimdelay,  the  yeoman 
went  on  his  road,  the  sound  of  his  rough  voice  gradu- 
ally dying  away  as  the  distance  betwixt  them  m- 

creaaed.— 

Th«  nonk  moat  trite  when  the  tntthii  rinr. 

The  abbot  roajr  sleep  to  their  chime ; 
But  tbe  yeoman  moatiuirt  when  the  tmclet  linr, 

Til  tiine,  vof  heart*,  'tit  time. 

Tliere'i  bncki  and  nm  on  Bilhope  braes, 

There's  a  herd  on  fitoortwood  Shaw  ; 
Bat  a  Hlr-white  doe  in  the  cardan  ffoea. 

She's  ikxtXj  wortli  them  a . 

"Has  this  fellow."  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  when  the 
yeoman's  song  had  died  on  the  wind,  "ever  served 
the  Ravenswood  people,  that  he  seems  so  much  inte- 
rested in  them  ?  I  supi>ose  you  know,  Lucy,  for  vou 
make  it  a  point  of  conscience  to  record  the  special  nii- 
tory  of  every  boor  about  the  casde." 

*  Haarfi  ouL    Holds  out,  i.  t.  presents  his  piece. 
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TALES  OP  MY  LANDLORD. 


[Chap.  IV. 


*'  I  am  not  qiiit«  lo  faithful  a  chronicler,  my  dear 
father;  but  I  believe  that  Norman  once  served  here 
while  a  bov,  and  before  he  went  to  Ledington,  whence 
you  hired  mm.  But  if  you  want  to  know  any  thine 
of  the  former  family.  Old  Alice  is  the  best  authority. 

"  And  what  should  I  have  to  do  with  them,  pray, 
Lucy,"  said  her  father,  "or  with  their  history  or  ac- 
comphshments  1" 

"Nay,  I  do  not  know,  air;  only  that  you  were 
askine  questions  of  Norman  about  young  Ravens- 
wood/' 

"Pshaw,  child !"— replied  her  father,  yet  immedi- 
ately added,  "  And  who  is  old  Alice  7  I  think  you 
know  all  the  old  women  in  the  country." 

"To  be  sure  I  do,  or  how  could  I  help  the  old  crea- 
tures when  they  are  in  hard  times'?  And  as  to  old 
Alice,  she  is  the  very  empress  of  old  women,  and  queen 
of  Koseips,  so  far  as  legendary  lore  is  concerned.  She 
is  blind,  poor  old  soul,  but  when  she  speaks  to  you, 
you  would  think  she  nas  some  way  of  looking  mto 
your  very  heart.  I  am  sure  I  often  cover  my  face,  or 
turn  it  away,  for  it  seems  as  if  she  saw  one  change 
colour,  though  she  has  been  blind  these  twenty  years. 
She  is  worth  visiting,  were  it  but  to  say  you  have  seen 
a  blind  and  paralytic  old  woman  have  so  much  acute- 
ness  of  peroration,  and  dignity  of  manners.  I  assure 
you,  she  might  be  a  countess  from  her  language  and 
Dehaviour.---Come,  ^rou  must  go  to  see  AUce;  wo  are 
not  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  her  cottage." 

"  All  this,  my  dear,"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  "  is  no 
answer  to  my  question,  who  this  woman  ift,  and  what 
is  her  connexion  with  the  former  propriet9r's  family  V* 

"O,  it  was  something  of  a  nourice-ship,  I  believe;* 
and  she  remained  here,  because  her  two  gnmdsons 
were  engaged  in  your  service.  But  it  was  aeainst  her 
will,  I  fancy;  for  the  poor  old  creature  is  always  re- 
gretting the  change  oi^ times  and  of  property." 

"  I  am  much  ooliged  to  her,"  answered  the  Lord 
Keeper.  "  She  and  her  folk  eat  my  bread  and  drink 
my  ciro,  and  are  lamenting  all  the  while  that  they  are 
not  still  under  a  family  which  never  could  do  good, 
either  to  themselves  or  any  one  else !" 

"Indeed,"  replied  Lucy,  "I  am  certain  you  do  old 
Alice  injustice.  She  has  nothing  mercenary  about 
her,  and  would  not  accepta  penny  m  charity,  if  it  were 
to  save  her  from  being  starved.  She  is  only  talkative, 
like  all  old  folk,  when  you  put  them  upon  stories  of 
their  youth ;  and  she  speaks  about  the  Ravenswood 

gx>ple,  because  she  lived  under  them  so  many  years, 
ut  I  am  sure  she  is  grateful  to  you,  sir,  for  your  pro- 
tection, and  that  she  would  rather  epeak  to  you,  than 
to  any  other  person  in  the  whole  world  beside.  Do, 
sir,  come  ana  see  old  Alice." 

And  with  the  freedom  of  an  indulged  daughter^  she 
dragged  the  Lord  Keeper  in  the  direction  she  desired. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Thnmsli  toM  of  the  high  trees  «he  did  detcrr 
A  little  «noKe,  wIiom  vapour,  thin  and  lirtit, 
Reekioc  aloft,  vprolled  to  the  iky, 
Which  cheerful  sijni  did  aend  unto  her  aif  bt. 
That  in  the  Mune  aid  wonne  some  living  wiiht 

Spurant 

LucT  acted  as  her  father's  guide,  for  he  was  too 
much  engrossed  with  his  political  labours,  or  with 
society,  to  be  perfectly  acquamted  with  his  own  exten- 
sive domains,  and,  moreover,  was  generally  an  inha- 
bitant of  the  city  of  Edinburgh ;  and  she,  on  the  other 
hand,  had,  with  her  mother,  resided  the  whole  sum- 
mer in  Ravenswood,  and,  partly  from  taste,  partly 
fh>m  want  of  any  other  amusement,  had,  by  her  fre- 
quent rambles,  learned  to  know  each  lane,  alley,  din- 
gle, or  bushy  dell, 

"  And  every  tXMkr  bonrae  fhMn  ride  to  fide." 

We  have  said  that  the  Lord  Keeper  was  not  indif- 
ferent to  the  beauties  of  nature:  and  we  add,  in  jus- 
tice to  him,  that  he  felt  them  doubly,  when  pointed 
out  by  the  beautiful,  simple,  and  interesting  girl,  who. 
hanging  on  his  arm  with  filial  kindness,  now  called 
him  to  admire  the  size  of  some  ancient  oak.  and  now 
the  unexpected  tum^  where  the  path  developmg  its 
maze  from  glen  or  dmgle,  suddenly  reached  an  emi- 
nence commanding  an  extensive  view  of  the  plains 


beneath  them,  and  then  gradually  glided  away  from 
the  pron[>ect  to  lose  itself  among  rocks  and  thicketfl^ 
and  guide  to  scenes  of  deeper  seclusion. 

It  was  when  pausing  on  one  of  those  points  of  ex- 
tensive and  commanding  view,  that  Lucy  told  her 
father  they  were  close  by  the  cottage  of  her  olind  pro- 
teg6e ;  and  on  turning  from  the  little  hill,  a  path 
which  led  around  it,  worn  by  the  daily  steps  of  the 
infirm  inmate,  brought  them  in  sight  of  the  hut. 
which,  embosomed  in  a  deep  and  obscure  dell,  seemea 
to  have  been  so  situated  purposely  to  bear  a  corre> 
spondence  with  the  darkened  state  of  its  inhabitant 

The  cottage  was  situated  immediately  under  a  tall 
rock,  which  in  some  measure  beetled  over  it,  as  if 
threatening  to  drop  some  detached  fragment  from  its 
brow  on  the  frail  tenement  beneath.  The  hut  its^ 
was  constructed  of  turf  and  stones,  and  rudely  roofed 
over  with  thatch,  much  of  which  was  in  a  dilapidated 
condition.  The  thin  blue  smoke  rose  from  it  in  a 
light  column,  and  curled  upward  along  the  white  face 
of  the  incumbent  rock,  giving  the  scene  a  tint  of  ex- 
quisite softness.  In  a  small  and  rude  garden,  8U^ 
rounded  by  straggling  elder-bushes,  which  formed  a 
sort  of  imperfect  hedge,  sat  near  to  the  bee-hivee.  by 
the  produce  of  which  she  Uved,  that  "  woman  old," 
whom  Lucy  had  brought  her  father  hither  to  visit 

Whatever  there  had^been  which  was  disastrous  in 
her  fortune— whatever  there  was  miserable  in  her 
dwelling  it  was  easy  to  judge,  by  the  first  glance, 
that  neither  years,  poverty,  misfortune,  nor  innrmity, 
had  broken  the  spirit  of  this  remarkable  woman. 
,  She  occupied  a  turf-seat,  placed  under  a  weeping 
birch  of  unusual  magnimde  and  age,  as  Judah  is 
represented  sitting  under  her  palm-tree,  with  an  air 
at  once  of  majesty  and  of  defection.  Her  figure  was 
tall,  commanding  and  but  httle  bent  by  the  infirmi- 
ties of  old  age.  Her  dress,  though  that  of  a  peasant, 
was  uncommonly  clean,  forming  in  that  particular  a 
strong  contrast  to  most  of  her  rank,  and  was  dis- 
posedwith  an  attention  to  neatness,  and  even  to  taste, 
equally  unusual.  But  it  was  her  expression  of  coun- 
tenance which  chiefly  struck  the  spectator,  and 
induced  most  persons  to  address  her  with  a  degree 
of  deference  and  civility  very  inconsistent  with  the 
miserable  state  of  her  dwelling,  and  which,  neverthe- 
less, she  received  with  that  easy  composure  which 
showed  she  felt  it  to  be  her  due.  She  had  once  been 
beautiful,  but  her  beauty  had  been  of  a  bold  and  mas- 
culine cast,  such  as  does  not  survive  the  bloom  of 
youth ;  yet  her  features  continued  to  express  strong 
sense,  deep  reflection,  and  a  character  of  sober  pridei 
which,  as  we  have  ahready  said  of  her  dress,  appeared 
to  argue  a  conscious  superiority  to  those  ot  her  own 
rank.  It  scarce  seemed  possible  that  a  face,  deprived 
of  the  advantage  of  sight,  could  have  expressed  cha- 
racter so  stronuy;  but  her  eyes,  which  were  almost 
totally  closed,  did  not,  by  the  display  of  their  sightless 
orbs,  mar  the  countenance  to  which  they  coiud  add 
nothing.  She  seemed  in  a  nmiinating  posture, 
sootheo,  perhaps,  by  the  murmurs  of  the  busy  tribe 
around  her.  to  abstraction,  though  not  to  slumber. 

Lucy  undid  the  latch  of  the  little  garden  gate,  and 
solicited  the  old  woman's  attention.  "My  father, 
Ahoe,  is  come  to  see  you. 

"  He  is  welcome,  JMliss  Ashton,  and  so  are  you," 
said  the  old  woman,  turning  and  mcUning  her  head 
towards  her  visiters. 

"This  is  a  fine  morning  for  your  bee-hives,  m(v 
ther,"  said  the  Lord  Ke^r,  who,  struck  with  the 
outward  appearance  of  Ahoe,  was  somewhat  curious 
to  know  if  her  conversation  would  correspond  with  it 

"I  believe  so,  my  lord,"  she  replied;  "I  feel  the 
air  breathe  milder  than  of  late." 

"You  do  not,"  resumed  the  statesman,  "taks 
charge  of  these  bees  yourself  mother  ?— How  do  you 
manage  them  1" 

"  By  delegates,  as  kings  do  their  subjects,"  resumed 
Alice;  "and  I  am  fortunate  in  a  prune  ministei^ 
Here,  Babie." 

She  whistled  on  a  small  silver  call  which  hung 
around  her  neck,  and  which  at  that  time  was  some- 
times used  to  summon  domestics,  and  Babie,  a  girl  of 
fifteen,  made  her  appearance  fix>m  the  hut,  not  alto- 
gether so  cleanly  arrayed  aa  she  would  probably  have 
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itm  bid  Alice  htd  the  use  of  har  er«a.  but  with  a 

Ktariir  df  nealneu  tbui  wm  upon  Ihe  whole  to 
I  beat  txpecled. 

"BilHe."  laid  her  inUtiwa,  "  offer  •ome  bread  and 
uner  to  tlie  Locd  Keeper  and  Hiaa  Aahton— Ihey 
irH  eicon  your  awkwardoea^  il  you  use  cleonlineta 
vdiaftKa." 

Babte  peribmied  her  miatrew'a  comnumd  with  the 
gnce  wOich  wu  nacarallr  u>  have  bean  expected, 
aotmg  10  and  fro  with  a  lobeter-Iika  scBtoie,  her 
to  ind  lege  tendiiiK  one  wav,  while  her  held,  tumed 
ID  I  difiereDl  directkni,  waa  axed  in  wonder  upon  ibe 
tiiid,  who  wia  mwe  flequsntlr  beard  of  than  aem  by 
lia  teiianti  and  dopendenla.  The  bread  and  boner, 
bowerer,  dnoiiled  on  a  plantain  lea£  wai  oflered 
ind  icc^ted  in  all  dm  cooneaj'.  llie  Lord  Keeper, 
•till  rauaung  the  place  which  he  hid  occupied  on  the 
dceared  iiuiik  of  ■  fallen  tree,  looked  a*  if  he  wtahed 
to  prokmt;  the  inurriew,  but  waa  al  a  low  bow  (o  in- 
(ndnce  a  anilable  aubjecL 

"You  have  been  lonR  a  reaidenl  on  thii  property  7" 
belaud,  after  I 

n,  IbODKfa  por&ctly  ciTil  and  reqwciful,  mnied 

autiDuly  Umiied  (o  the  anavoidahla  and  necccaary 
Uik  ti  Ikying  to  Sir  William. 

"Tod  are  Dot,  I  ahould  judge  by  yom  accent,  of 
.t! J  originally  1"  aaid  the  Lord  Keeper,  in 

1  am  by  birth  an  Bn^iihwDmaa." 

yoD  leem  attached  to  thia  country  aa  if  il 

"Ilia  has,"  nsilied  the  blind  woman,  "that  Ibiya 
gnsk  the  cop  of  joy  and  of  aorroH'  which  HeaTen 
dtatinad  fir  me.  1  was  here  the  wife  of  du  upright 
ud  iBictioaatB  boibaitd  for  more  than  twenty  yeira 
H  •»•  here  the  mother  of  eii  promiang  children— 
11  vu  here  thai  Ood  deprived  roe  of  all  ineae  bleas- 
>Dn-u  vae  here  Aey  died,  and  yonder,  by  yon 
nmed  dtipd,  ihey  lie  all  buned— I  nsd  no  eooiitry 
dH  than  whue  tney  lived — I  have  none  but  (heira 
M*  llier  are  no  more." 

"Bet  foor  honac^"  aaid  the  Lord  Kever,  looking 
■t  {(."ii  DUHTDbly  nunoua  7" 
1  Do,  IDT  dear  father,"  aiid  Lucy,  eagerly,  yet  baah- 
Uly,  oichiiig  at  the  hint,  "give  oroeis  to  make  it 
iKittr.— tint  la,  if  you  think  itpnwer." 

"Rail  lam  my  tim&  my  dear  HinLncv,"  said  the 
WDDwonun;  "  I  would  not  have  my  lord  give  him- 
*Bf  ibt  leui  trouble  about  iL" 

Bbi,"  nid  Lncy,  "you  onca  had  a  much  better 
woe.  ud  wefg  rich,  and  now  io  your  old  age  to  live 
iBiluluveir' 

"It  il  u  good  aa  I  decare.  Miai  Lucr;  if  my 
Bean  hti  bdi  broke  with  whDl  1  have  ■uneied,  and 
nen  olhm  mflv,  il  muai  have  been  ilrong  enough, 
■nd  tkg  (cat  of  this  old  fiame  has  no  right  to  eall 
•adiwaktr." 

Vou  have  pmbBbly  witneaaed  many  chingea," 
yd  the  Lead  Kec|>er  ;  "  bul  your  axpeneoce  muat 
UK  lUKht  you  to  eipecl  them." 

It  haa  lindit  me  to  endure  them,  my  lord,"  waa 

r«t  ym  knew  that  they  must  oeeda  anive  in  the 
MM  of  yean  T'  aaid  the  atateiman. 

Ay;  aa  I  know  that  the  anunp, on  or  beaida 
■DKa  yog  ni,  once  a  tall  and  lofty  Irec^  muat  needa 
•ne  day  fall  by  decay,  or  by  the  anei  tret  I  hoped  mv 
■nniiBiinot  witneaatha  down^  of  the  tree  which 
•"wwowed  roy  dwelling-" 

Dn  Boi  wppoa^"  aaid  the  Lord  Keeper,  "thatyini 
nlloae  any  inlcnat  wilb  mA  fiir  looking  back  with 
xgret  10  the  daya  when  another  family  poaaesaea  mr 
BUiea.  ToDhadreMOO,doablleaa,lolaTatbeni,and 
irt^ectyagr  gratitude.  I  will  Older  loma  repain  in 
ynr  cnoige,  and  I  hope  we  ahall  live  to  be  friendB 
"W"  weknow  each  olker  belter." 

^■e  af  my  age,"  relumed  the  dame,  "  make  no 
pe*  meadi.  1  thank  you  bt  your  bouniy— it  ii  well 
■OHidtdnBdaabtedlyt  but  I  have  alt  I  want  and  I 
Mnot  leeepi  more  at  yonr  tordabip'a  handi.'' 
„  wdJ,ibcn,"c«aliniied  the  Lord  Keeper,  "at  lean 
ue«  ma  W  aay,  that  1  look  tvon  you  aa  ■  woman  of 
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aenee  and  education  beyond  your  atipemnee,  and 
that  I  hope  you  will  cootiniw  to  leaida  an  thia  property 
of  mine  rent-free  for  your  lifc." 

"I  hope  I  shall."  aaid  the  old  dame,  compoiedlyr 
"I  believe  thai  wDi  made  on  article  in  the  Bale  of 
Ravenawood  to  your  lordehip,  ihongh  nich  h  trifling 


to  accept  any  benefit  from 


olieTinsthein,  belter  thin  what  I  im  now  about  to 
eay."  The  Lord  Keeper  looked  ai  her  in  lome  Bur- 
prue,  but  aaid  not  i  word.  "My  lord,"  ihe  ccntinu' 
ed  in  iQ  impmidve  and  solemn  tone,  "like  care 
what  you  do;  you  are  on  the  brink  of  aprocipiCB." 
"Indeed  7"  aaid  the  Lord  Keeper,  hie  mind  revert 
ina  to   ihepor"""'     ' -»  -i.. _ 


"  N04  my  lord ;   ihoae  wl 
and  inEi 


traffic  in  nich  com- 

;ouncilB  the  old,  blind, 

irm.    Hy  wamuu  is  of  another  kind.    Yon 

Lven  metiers  hard  with  the  house  of  Rarena- 

...    Believe  a  true  lale—they  are  a  fierce  houses 

there  ia  danger  in  dealing  with  mtci  when  they 


"Tuih,"  anawend  the  Keeperi 


what  haa  been 

of  the  taw,  not  my 

dtnngi  and  10  the  law  ihey  mual  look,  if  tbey  would 
impdgn  my  proceedings." 

Ay,  but  ihey  may  think  otberwiee,  and  take  the 
law  into  their  own  hand,  when  they  fail  of  olhar 
meana  of  redraaa." 

"WhaimeinyoaT'aaidiheLordKeeper.  "Young 
Earenawood  woiild  not  have  recourae  to  peraonal 
violence  1" 

"  Ood  fmbid  I  ahould  eay  ao  I  I  know  nothing  of 
the  youth  but  what  is  houounble  imd  open— honour- 
able and  open,  aaid  I  7—1  ahould  hive  added,  tree. 
generouB,  noble.  But  he  ii  itill  a  Bavenswood,  and 
may  bide  hie  time.  Remember  the  fate  of  Sir  Geo^e 
Lockhsn."* 

The  Lord  Keeper  ataned  aa  she  called  to  hu^recd- 
laction  a  tragedy  bo  deep  and  ao  recent  The  old 
woman  proceeded :  "Chresley,  whodki  thadeed,  waa 
a  reiatire  of  Lotd  Ravenawood,  In  the  halt  of  Ri' 
vanawood,  in  my  presence,  and  in  that  of  olhera,  he 
avowed  publicly  hia  determinadon  to  do  the  cruelty 
which  he  afterward*  commiiied.  I  could  not  ke9 
silence,  though  to  apeak  il  ill  became  my  siition. 
'Voa  are  devising  a  dreadful  crime,'  I  and,  'for 
which  you  mual  reckon  before  ihe  judgmeni-aeai.' 
Never  dial)  I  IbrgBt  hia  look,  aa  he  repEed.  '  I  muat 
reckon  then  for  many  tbinn,  and  will  reckon  for  thia 
also.'  Therelbre  I  may  well  aay,  beware  of  messing 
adeiperalemanwith  tbehandof  luthority.  There  la 
blood  of  Chieoley  in  the  vain*  of  Ravenawood,  and 
one  drop  of  '■ '"  "  °-  "■■-  ~  •*• 
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dent,  harped  aright  the  iiMr  of  the  Lord  Keeper.  THb 
desperate  and  dark  reeource  of  private  assassination. 
90  familiar  to  a  Scottish  baron  in  former  times,  had 
even  in  the  present  age  been  too  frequendjr  resorted 
to  under  the  pressure  of  unusual  temptation  or  where 
the  mind  of  the  actor  was  prepared  tor  such  a  crime. 
Sir  WilUam  Ashton  was  aware  of  this ;  as  also  that 
young  Ravenswood  had  received  injuries  sufficient  to 
prompt  him  to  that  sort  of  revenge,  which  becomes  a 
frequent  though  fearful  consequence  of  the  partial  ad- 
ministration of  justice.  He  endeavoured  to  disguise 
from  Alice  the  nature  of  the  apprehensions  which  he 
entertained ;  but  so  inefiectuallV,  that  a  person  even  of 
less  penetration  than  nature  nad  endowed  her  with 
must  necessarily  have  been  aware  that  the  subject  lay 
near  his  bosom.  His  voice  was  changed  in  its  accent 
as  he  replied  to  her,  that  the  Master  of  Ravenswood 
was  a  man  of  honour ;  and,  were  it  otherwise,  that 
the  fate  of  Chiesley  of  Dairy  was  a  sufficient  warning 
to  any  one  who  should  dare  to  assume  the  office  of 
avenger  of  his  own  imaginary  wrongs.  And  having 
hastily  uttered  these  expressions,  he  rose  and  left  the 
place  without  waiting  for  a  reply. 


CHAPTER  V. 

IitheaCapoIet? 


Odearacoottoti  my  life  ii  017  fo«'i  debt. 

BBAMMrtAMM. 

Thb  Lord  Keeper  walked  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  profound  silence.  His  daughter,  naturally 
timid,  and  bred  up  in  those  ideas  of  filial  awe  and  im- 
plicit obedience  which  were  inculcated  upon  the  youth 
of  that  period,  did  not  venture  to  interrupt  his  medi- 
tations. 

"Why  do  you  look  so  pale,  LucyT'  said  her  father, 
taming  suddenly  round  and  breaking  silence. 

According  to  the  ideas  of  the  time,  which  did  not 
permit  a  young  woman  to  offer  her  sentiments  on  any 
subject  01  importance  unless  especially  required  to  do 
80,  Lucy  was  bound  to  appear  ignorant  of^the  mean- 
ing of  all  that  had  passed  betwixt  Alice  and  her  father, 
and  imputed  the  emotion  he  had  observed  to  the  fear 
of  the  wild  cattle  which  srazed  in  that  part  of  the  ex- 
tensive chase  through  wnich  they  were  now  walking. 

Of  these  animals,  the  descendants  of  the  savage 
herds  which  andenuy  roamed  free  in  the  Caledonian 
forests,  it  was  formerly  a  point  of  state  to  preserve  a 
few  in  the  parks  of  the  Scottish  nobility.  Specimens 
continued  within  the  memory  of  man  to  be  ka>t  at 
least  at  three  houses  of  distinction,  namely,  Hamilton, 
Drumlanrick,  and  Cumbernauld.  They  had  degene- 
rated firom  the  ancient  race  in  size  and  strength,  if  we 
are  to  judge  from  the  accounts  of  old  chromcles,  and 
from  the  formidable  remains  frequentlv  discovered  in 
bogs  and  morasses  when  drained  and  laid  open.  The 
bull  had  lost  the  shaggnr  honours  of  his  mane,  and  the 
race  was  small  andiight  made,  in  colour  a  dingy 
white,  or  rather  a  pale  yellow,  with  black  horns  and 
hoofs.  They  retained,  however,  in  some  measure^  the 
ferocity  of  their  ancestry,  could  not  be  domesticated 
on  account  of  their  antipathy  to  the  human  rac&  and 
were  often  dangerous  if  approached  unguardedly,  or 
wantonly  disturbed.  It  was  this  last  reason  which 
has  occasioned  their  being  extirpated  at  the  places  we 
have  mentioned^  where  probably  they  would  otherwise 
have  been  retained  as  appropriate  inhabitants  of  a 
Scottish  woodland,  and  nt  tenants  for  a  baronial 
forest.  A  few,  if  I  mistake  not,  are  still  preserved  at 
Chillingham  Castle^  in  Northumberland,  the  seat  of 
the  Ean  of  Tankerville. 

It  was  to  her  finding  herself  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
group  of  three  or  four  of  these  animals,  that  hacf 
thought  proper  to  impute  those  signs  of  fear,  which 
had  arisen  m  her  countenance  for  a  difiSn'ent  reason. 
For  she  had  been  famiUarized  with  the  appeannce  of 
the  wild  cattle,  during  her  walks  in  the  chase ;  and  it 
was  not  then,  as  it  may  be  now^  a  necessary  part  of 
a  young  lady's  demeanour,  to  mdulge  in  causeless 
tremors  of  the  nerves.  On  the  present  occasion, 
however,  she  speedily  found  cause  for  real  terror. 

Lucy  had  scarcelv  repUed  to  her  father  in  the  words 
we  have  mentwned,  and  he  was  just  about  to  rebuke 
her  supposed  timidity,  when  a  bull,  stimulated  either 


by  the  scarlet  cdotnr  of  Miss  Ashton's  mantl&  or  by 
one  of  those  fits  of  capricious  ferocity  to  which  their 
dispositions  are  liable,  detached  himself  suddenly 
from  the  group  which  was  feeding  at  the  upper  ex- 
tremity of  a  grassy  glade,  that  seemed  to  lose  itself 
aniong  the  crossing  and  entangled  bou^s.  The 
animal  approached  the  intruders  on  bis  pasture 
ground,  at  first  slowly,  pawinjs  the  ground  with  his 
hoof,  bellowing  from  time  to  time,  and  tearing  up  the 
sand  with  his  horns,  as  if  to  lash  himself  tip  to  rage 
and  violence. 

The  Lord  Keep^,  who  observed  the  animal's  de- 
meanour, was  aware  that  he  was  about  to  become 
mischievous,  and,  drawing  his  daughter's  arm  under 
his  own,  began  to  walk  fast  along  the  avenue,  in 
hopes  to  get  out  of  his  si^t  and  his  reach.  This  was 
the  most  injudicious  course  he  could  have  adopted, 
for,  encouraged  by  the  appearance  of  flight,  the  bull 
began  to  pursue  them  at  full  speed.  Assailed  by  a 
danger  so  eminent,  firmer  courage  than  that  of  the 
Lord  Keeper  might  have  given  way.  But  paternal 
tenderness,  "  love  strong  as  death,*^  sustained  him. 
He  continued  to  support  and  drag  onward  his  dau^- 
ter,  until  her  fears  altogether  depriving  her  of  the 
power  of  flijdit,  she  sunk  down  by  his  side;  and 
when  he  could  no  lonso*  assist  her  to  escape,  he 
turned  round  and  placed  himself  betwixt  her  and  the 
raging  animal,  which  advancing  in  fUU  career,  its 
brutal  fury  enhanced  by  the  rapidity  of  the  pursuit, 
was  now  within  a  few  yards  of  them.  The  Lord 
Keeper  had  no  weapons;  his  age  and  gravity  dis- 
pensed even  with  the  usual  appendage  of  a  walking 
sword,— could  such  appendage  nave  availed  him  any 
thing. 

It  seemed  inevitable  that  the  father  or  daughter  or 
both,  should  have  fallen  victims  to  the  impending 
danger,  when  a  shot  from  the  neighbouring  thidtet 
arrested  the  progress  of  the  animal.  He  was  so  truly 
struck  between  the  junction  of  the  spine  with  the 
skull,  that  the  wound,  which  in  any  other  part  of  his 
body  might  scarce  have  impeded  nis  career,  proved 
instantly  fatal.  Stumbling  forward  with  a  hideous 
bellow,  the  progressive  force  of  his  previous  motion, 
rather  than  any  operation  of  his  limbs,  carried  him 

gi  to  within  three  yards  of  the  astonished  Lord 
eeper,  where  he  rolled  on  the  ground,  his  Hmbs 
darkenlBd  with  the  black  death-sweat,  and  quivering 
with  the  last  convulsions  of  musular  motion. 

Lucy  lay  senseless  on  the  ground,  insensible  of  the 
wonderful  deliverance  which  she  had  experienced. 
Her  father  was  almost  equally  stupified,  so  rapid  and 
uncjq>ected  had  been  the  transition  from  the  horrid 
death  which  seemed  inevitable,  to  perfect  security. 
He  gazed  on  the  animal,  terrible  even  in  death,  with 
a,  species  of  mute  and  confused  astonishment,  which 
did  not  permit  him  distinctly  to  understand  what  had 
taken  place;  and  so  inaccurate  was  his  conscious- 
ness of  what  had  passed,  that  he  might  have  8in>- 
posed  that  the  bull  nad  been  arrested  in  its  career  by 
a  thundeibolL  had  he  not  observed  among  the 
branches  of  the  thicket  the  figure  of  a  man,  with  a 
short  gun  or  musqnetooo  in  his  hand. 

This  instantly  recalled  him  to  a  sense  of  their  situa- 
tion— a  glance  at  his  daughter  reminded  him  of  the 
necesaty  of  procuring  her  assistance.  He  called  to 
the  man,  whom  he  concluded  to  be  one  of  his 
foresters^  to  give  immediate  attention  to  Miss  Ash- 
ton, while  he  himself  hastened  to  call  assistance. 
The  htmtsman  approached  them  accordingly,  and 
the  Lord  Keeper  saw  he  was  a  stranger,  but  was  too 
much  agitated  to  make  any  farther  remarks.  In  a 
£bw  homed  words,  he  directed  the  shooteiv  as  stronger 
and  more  active  than  himself^  to  carry  the  young  lady 
to-  a  neighbouring  fountain,  while  be  went  back  to 
AUce's  hut  to  procure  more  aid. 

The  man  to  vidiose  timely  interference  they  had 
been  so  much  indebted,  did  not  seem  inclined  to 
leave  his  good  work  half  finished.  He  raised, Lucy 
from  the  ground  in  his  arms,  and  convejring  her 
through  the  glades  of  the  forest  by  paths  with  which 
he  seemed  well  acquainted,  stopped  not  until  he  laid 
her  in  safety  by  the  side  of  a  plentiful  and  pellucid 
fountain,  which  had  been  once  covered  in,  screened 
and  decorated  with  architectural  ornaments  of  a  Gothic 
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dttncter.  Bat  now  the  vault  which  had  covered  it 
boDR  brokan  down  and  riven,  and  ihe  Grothic  font 
rained  tod  demolished,  the  stream  burst  forth  from 
the  recess  oi  the  earth  in  open  day,  and  winded  its 
vajr  amone  the  broken  sculpture  and  moss-grown 
etones  which  lay  in  confuson  around  itf  source. 

Tradition^  always  busy,  at  least  in  Scotland,  to 
grace  with  a  legendary  tale  a  spot  in  itself  interest- 
ing had  ascribed  a  cause  of  peculiar  veneration  to 
this  iountain.  A  beautiful  young  lady  met  one  of 
the  Lords  of  Ravenswood  while  hunting  near  this 
spot,  and,  like  a  second  Egeria,  had  Captivated  the 
aJSiBctions  of  the  feudal  Numa.  They  met  frequently 
afterwards,  and  alwavs  at  sunset,  the  charms  of  the 
Dfioph's  mind  completing  the  conquest  which  her 
beauty  bad  be^un,  and  the  mystery  of  the  intrigue 
adding  zest  to  both.  She  always  appeared  and  disap- 
peared close  by  the  fountain,  with  which,  therefore, 
tur  k>ver  judf^  she  had  some  inexplicable  connexion. 
She  placed  certain  restrictions  on  their  intercourse, 
vhiai  also  savoured  of  m^tery.  Thay  met  only  once 
•-wedt— Friday  was  the  appomted  day — and  she  ex- 
I^ned  to  the  Lord  of  Ravenswood,  that  they  were 
under  the  necessity  of  a^arating  so  soon  as  the  bell 
of  a  chapel,  belonging  to  a  hermitage  in  the  adjoining 
wood,  now  long  ruinou&  should  toll  the  hour  of 
TCGoers.  In  the  course  of  his  confession,  the  Baron 
of  Ravenswood  intrusted  the  hermit  with  the  secret 
of  this  angular  amour,  and  Father  Zachary  drew  the 
neoenary  ami  obvious  consequence,  that  his  patron 
was  enveloped  in  the  toils  of  Satan,  and  in  danger  of 
detraction,  both  to  body  and  aoul.  He  urged  these 
pails  to  the  Baron  with  all  the  force  of  monxish  rhe- 
toric, and  described,  m  the  most  frightful  colours,  the 
ml  character  and  person  of  the  apparent  lovely 
Nitsd,  whom  he  hentated  not  to  denounce  as  a  limb 
of  the  kingdom  of  darkness.  The  lover  listened  with 
obstinaie  mcreduhty :  and  it  was  not  imtil  worn  out 
by  the  obrtnacy  of  toe  anchoret,  that  he  consented 
to  put  the  state  and  condition  of  his  mistress  to  a 
ttrtam  trial  and  for  that  purpose  acquiesced  in  Za- 
chary'i  proposal  that  on  their  next  interview  the 
vopers  bell  should  be  rung  half  an  hour  later  than 
usual.  The  hermit  maintained  and  bucklered  his 
op'tokm,  by  quotations  from  Malleus  MoUiJuxirumt 
S^rmgenuj  Remiiriua,  and  other  learned  demonolo- 
RJAs,  tnat  toe  Evil  One,  thus  seduced  to  remain  be- 
mad the  appointed  hour,  would  assume  h^  true  shape, 
ant  baviiik  appeared  to  her  terrified  lover  as  a  6end 
of  hoi,  would  vanish  from  him  in  a  flash  of  sulphur- 
ous lightning.  Raymond  of  Ravenswood  acquiesced 
in  die  experiment,  not  incurious  concerning  the  issue, 
thoi^  confident  it  would  disappoint  the  expectations 
ofthehermiL 

At  ^  appointed  hour  the  lovers  met,  and  their  in- 
terview was  protracted  beyond  that  at  which  they 
usnaHy  parted,  by  the  delay  of  the  priest  to  ring  his 
Qsual  avfew.  No  change  took  place  upon  the  nymph's 
outward  form ;  but  as  soon  as  the  lengthening  sha- 
dows made  her  aware  that  the  usual  hour  of  the  ves- 
pers chime  was  passed,  she  tore  herself  from  her 
lover's  arms  with  a  shriek  of  despair,  bid  him  adieu 
fiirever,  and,  plaining  into  the  fountain,  disappeared 
from  his  eyes,  llfie  bubbles  occasioned  by  ner  de- 
scent were  crimsoned  with  blood  as  thev  arose^  lead- 
ing, the  distracted  Baron  to  infer,  that  nis  ill-judged 
cviosity  had  occasioned  the  death  of  this  interesting 
*nd  inriterious  being.  The  remorse  which  he  felt, 
■«  vau  as  the  recollection  of  her  charms,  proved  the 
fMBttOiof  his  future  life,  which  be  lost  in  the  battle 
of  Fldtten  not  many  months  aAer.  But,  in  memory 
jfilt  Maiad,  he  had  previously  ornamented  the 
fnUkn  io  which  she  appeared  to  reside,  and  secured 
to  ^vMera  firom  profiEmation  or  pollution,  by  the  small 
^wtadbuiiding  of  which  the  fragmei>ts  still  remained 
gytaad  around  it  From  this  period  the  house  of 
RiviHWMud  was  supposed  to  have  dated  its  decay. 

Swgyas  the  generally  nceived  legend,  which 
apOM^  who  would  seem  wiser  than  the  vulgar,  ex- 
pmed.  as  obscurely  intimating  the  fate  of  a  beautiful 
BaM«  plebeian  rank,  the  mistress  of  this  Raymond, 
VMS  he  slew  in  a  fit  of  jealousy,  and  whose  blood 
was  vHDgled  with  the  waters  of  the  locked  fountain, 
at  tt  was  commonly  called.    Others  imagined  that 
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the  tale  had  a  more  runote  origin  in  the  ancient 
heathen  mythology.  All  however  agreed,  that  the 
spot  was  £atal  iq  the  Ravenswood  family ;  and  that 
to  drink  of  the  waters  of  the  well,  or  even  approach 
its  brink,  was  as  ominous  to  a  descendant  of  that 
house,  as  for  a  Grahame  to  wear  green,  a  Bruce  to 
kill  a  spider,  or  a  St.  Clair  to  cross  the  Old  on  a 
Monday. 

It  was  on  this  ominous  spot  that  Lucv  Ashton  first 
drew  breath  after  her  long  and  almost  deadly  swoon. 
Beautiful  and  pale  as  the  fabulous  Naiad  in  the  last 
agony  of  separation  from  her  lover,  she  was  seated 
so  as  to  rest  with  her  back  against  a  part  of  the 
ruined  wall,  while  her  mantle,  dripping  with  the  water 
which  her  protector  had  used  profusely  to  recall  her 
senses,  clung  to  her  slender  and  beautifully  propor- 
tioned form. 

The  first  moment  of  recollection  brought  to  her 
mind  tlie  danger  which  had  overpowered  ner  senses 
—the  next  called  to  remembrance  that  of  her  father. 
She  looked  aroundi-he  was  nowhere  to  be  seen 
—"My  father— my  father!"  was  all  that  she  could 
ejaculate. 

"  Sir  Wilham  is  safe."  answered  the  voice  of  a 
stranger-"  perfectly  safe,  and  will  be  with  you  in- 
stantly." 

"Are  you  sure  of  that?"  exclaimed  Lucy— "the 
bull  was  close  by  us— do  not  stop  me— I  must  go  to 
seek  my  father !' 

And  she  arose  with  that  purpose ;  but  her  strength 
was  so  much  exhausted,  that,  far  from  possessinja;  The 
power  to  execute  her  purpose,  she  must  have  fallci. 
against  the  stone  on  which  she  hod  leant,  probably 
not  without  sustaining  serious  injury. 

The  stranger  was  so  near  to  her,  that,  mihout 
actually  sufltering  her  to  fall,  he  could  not  avoid 
catching  her  in  his  arms,  which,  however,  he  did  with 
a  momentary  reluctance,  very  unusual  when  youth 
interposes  to  prevent  beauty  from  danger.  It  seemed 
as  if  her  weight,  slight  as  it  was,  proved  too  heavy 
for  her  young  anJ  athletic  assistant,  for,  without 
feeling  tue  temptation  of  detaining  her  in  his  arms 
even  for  a  single  instant,  he  again  placed  her  on  the 
stone  firom  which  she  had  risen,  and  retreating  a  few 
steps,  repealed  hastily,  "  Sir  William  Ash  ton  is  per- 
fectly safe,  and  will  be  here  instantly.  Do  not  make 
yourself  anxious  on  his  account- Fatehas  singularly 
preserved  him.  You,  madam,  are  exhausted,  and 
must  not  think  of  rising  until  you  have  some  assist- 
ance more  suitable  than  mine.'     ,     , 

Lucy,  whose  senses  were  bv  this  time  more  efiect- 
ually  collected,  was  naturally  led  to  look  at  the  stran- 
ger with  attention.  There  was  nothinjj;  in  his  appear- 
ance which  should  have  rendered  him  unwilling  to 
offer  his  arm  to  a  young  lady  who  required  support, 
or  which  could  have  induced  ner  to  refuse  his  assist- 
ance ;  and  she  could  not  help  thinking,  even  in  tmit 
moment,  that  he  seemed  cold  and  reluctant  to  offer 
\y  A  shooting-dress  of  dark  cloth  intimated  the  rank 
jof  the  wearer,  though  concealed  in  part  by  a  large  and 
loose  cloak  of  a  dark  brown  colour.  A  Montero  cap 
and  a  black  feather  drooped  over  the  wearer's  brow, 
and  partly  concealed  his  features,  which,  so  far  as 
seen,  were  dark,  regular,  and  full  of  majestic,  though 
somewhat  sullen,  expression.  Some  secret  sorrow, 
or  the  brooding  spirit  of  some  moody  passion,  had 
quenched  the  light  and  ingenuous  vivacity  of  youth 
in  a  countenance  singularly  fitted  to  display  both, 
and  it  was  not  easy  to  gaze  on  the  stranger  without  a 
peciet  impression  either  of  pity  or  awe,  or  at  least  of 
doubt  ana  curiosity  allied  to  both. 

The  impression  which  we  have  necessarily  been 
long  in  describing,  Lucy  felt  in  the  glance  of  a  nio- 
ment,  and  had  no  sooner  encountered  the  keen  black 
eyes  of  the  stranger,  than  her  own  were  bent  on  the 
ground  with  a  mixture  of  bashful  embarrassment 
and  fear.  Yet  there  was  a  necessity  to  speak,  or  at 
least  she  thought  so,  and  in  a  fluttered  accent  she 
began  to  mention  her  wonderful  escape,  in  which  she 
was  sure  that  the  stranger  must,  under  Heaven,  havo 
been  her  father's  protector,  and  her  own. 

He  seemed  to  shrink  from  her  expressions  of  grati- 
tude, while  he  rephed  abruptly,  "I  leave  you,  ma- 
dam."—the  deep  melody  of  his  voice  rendered  power 
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fhl,  but  not  hanh,  by  mmethmg  like  a  severity  of 
tone— "I  leave  you  to  the  protection  of  those  to 
whom  it  is  possible  you  may  have  this  day  been  a 
guardian  angel." 

Lucy  was  surprised  at  the  ambiguity  of  his  lan- 
guajfe,  and.  with  a  feeling  of  artless  and  unaffected 
f^titude,  bejj^an  to  deprecate  the  idea  of  ha  vine 
mtended  to  give  her  deliverer  any  offence,  as  if  such 
a  thing  hacfbeen  possible.  "I  have  been  unfortu- 
nate," she  snid,  *'in  endeavouring  to  express  my 
thanks— I  am  sure  it  must  be  so,  though  I  cannot 
recollect  what  I  said— but  would  you  but  stay  till  my 
father — till  the  LcnxI  Keeper  comes— would  you  only 
permit  him  to  pay  you  nis  thanks,  and  to  inquire 
your  name  ?"  • 

"Mv  name  is  unnecessary,"  answered  the  stran- 

r ;  "  your  father— I  would  rather  say  Sir  William 

shton— will  learn  it  soon  enough,  for  all  the  plea- 
sure it  is  likely  to  afford  him." 

"You  mistake  him,"  said  Lucy  earnestly;  "he 
will  be  grateful  for  mv  sake  and  for  his  own.  You 
do  not  know  my  father,  or  you  are  deceiving  me 
with  a  story  of  his  safety,  when  he  haa  already  fallen 
a  victim  to  the  fury  of  that  animal." 

When  she  had  caught  this  idea,  she  started  from 
the  ground,  and  endeavoured  to  press  towards  the 
avenue  in  which  the  accident  had  taken  place,  while 
the  stranger,  though  he  seemed  to  hesitate  between 
the  desire  to  assist  and  the  wish  to  leave  her,  was 
obliged,  in  common  humanity,  to  oppose  her  both  by 
entreaty  and  action. 

'•  On  the  word  of  a  gentleman,  madam,  I  tell  you 
the  tpjth ;  your  father  is  in  perfect  safety ;  you  will 
expose  yourself  fo  injury  if  you  venture  oacK  where 
the  herd  of  wild  cattle  wazed.— If  you  will  go"— for, 
having  once  adopted  tne  idea  that  her  father  was 
still  in  danger,  she  pressed  forward  in  spite  of  him— 
"If  you  wdl  go,  accept  ray  arm,,  though  I  am  not 
perhaps  the  person  who  can  with  most  propriety 
offer  you  support." 

But,  without  heeding  this  intimation,  Lucy  took 
him  at  his  word.  *'0  if  you  be  a  man,"  she  said,  "  if 
vou  be  a  gentleman,  assist  me  to  find  my  father ! 
You  shall  not  leave  me— you  must  go  with  me— he 
is  dying,  perhaps  >yhile  we  are  talking  here !" 

Then,  without  listening  to  excuse  or  apology,  and 
holding  fast  by  the  stranger's  arm,  though  uncon- 
scious of  any  thing  save  the  support  which  it  gave, 
and  without  which  she  could  not  have  moved,  mixed 
with  a  vague  feeling  of  preventing  his  escape  from 
her,  she  was  urging,  and  almost  dragging  him  for- 
ward, when  Sir  William  Ashton  came  up,  followed 
by  the  female  attendant  of  bhnd  Alice,  and  by  two 
wood-cutters,  whom  he  had  summoned  from  their 
occupation  to  his  assistance.  His  joy  at  seeing  his 
daughicr  safe,  overcame  the  surprise  with  which  he 
woi^  at  another  time  have  beheld  her  hanging  as 
£imiliarly  on  the.  arm  of  a  stranger,  as  she  might 
have  done  upon  his  own. 

"Lucy,  my  dear  Lucy,  are  you  safe?— are  you 
well  ?"  were  the  only  words  that  broke  from  hhn  as 
he  embraced  her  in  ecstafiv. 

"  I  am  well  sir,  thank  God !  and  «til]  more  that  I 
see  you  so ;— out  this  gentleman,"  she  said,  quitting 
his  arm,  and  shrinking  from  him,  "  what  must  he 
think  of^  me  ?"  and  her  eloquent  blood,  ftuehing  over 
neck  and  brow,  spoke  how  much  she  was  ashamed 
of  the  fref^om  with  which  she  had  craved,  and  even 
compelled  his  assistance. 

"  This  gentleman,"  said  Sir  William  Ashton,  "  will, 
I  trust,  not  regret  the  trouble  we  have  given  him. 
when  I  assure  him  of  the  gratitude  or  the  Lord 
Ke^r  for  the  greatest  service  which  one  man  ever 
rendered  to  another— for  the  life  of  my  child — for 
my  own  life,  which  he  has  saved  by  his  oravery  and 
presence  of  mind.    He  will,  I  am  sure,  permit  us  to 

request" 

Request  nothing  of  me,  my  lord,"  said  the  stran- 
ffer,  in  a  stem  and  peremptory  tone;  "I  am  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood." 

There  was  a  dead  pause  of  surprise,  not  unmixed 
with  less  pleasant  feelincs.  The  Master  wrapt  him- 
tdf  in  his  cloak,  made  a  haughty  inclination  towards 
Lucy,  muttering  a  few  words  of  courtesy,  as  indis- 


tinctly heard  as  they  seemed  to  be  reluctantly  uttered, 
and.  turning  from  them,  was  immediately  lost  in  the 
thicket 

"The  Master  of  Ravenswood!"  said  the  Lord 
Keeper,  when  he  had  recovered  his  momentary  asto- 
nishment—"Hasten  afierhim— stop  him— bc^  Dim  to 
speak  to  me  for  a  single  moment." 

The  two  foresters  accordingly  set  off  in  pursuit  of 
tlie  stranger.  They  speedily  reappeared,  and,  in  an 
embarrassed  and  awkward  manner,  sbid  the  gentle- 
man would  not  return.  The  Lord  Keeper  took  one  of 
the  fellows  aside,  and  questioned  him  more  closely 
what  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  had  said. 

"  He  iust  said  he  wadna  come  back,"  said  the  man. 
with  the  caution  of  a  prudent  Scotchman,  who  cared 
not  to  be  the  bearer  of  an  unpleasant  errand. 

"He  said  something  more,  sir,"  said  the  Loid 
Keeper,  "  and  I  insist  on  knowing  what  it  was." 

"Why.  then,  my  jord,"  said  the  man,  looking 
down,  he  said- But  it  wad  be  nae  pleasure  to  your 
lordship  to  hear  it,  for  I  dhresay  the  Master  meant 
nae  ill.'^ 

"  That's  none  of  your  concern,  sir ;  I  desire  to  hear 
the  very  words." 

"  Weel,  then,"  replied  the  man,  "he  said.  Tell  Sir 
William  Ashton,  that  the  next  time  he  and  I  tor$uither, 
he  will  not  be  half  sae  blithe  of  our  meeting  ab  of  omr 
parting." 

"  Venr  well,  sir,"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  "  I  beHeve 
he  alludes  to  a  wager  we  have  on  our  hawks— it  is  a 
matter  of  no  consequence." 

He  turned  to  his  daughter,  who  was  by  this  time 
so  much  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  walk  home.  But 
the  effect  which  the  various  recollections,  connected 
with  a  scene  so  terrific,  made  upon  a  mind  which  was 
susceptible  in  an  extreme  degree,  was  more  perma- 
nent than  the  injury  which  her  nerves  had  sustained. 
Visions  of  terror,  both  in  sleep  and  in  waking  reveries, 
recalled  to  her  the  form  of  the  furious  animal,  and  the 
dreadful  bellow  with  which  he  accompanied  his 
career;  and  it  was  always  the  image  of  the  Master 
of  Ravenswood,  with  his  native  npbleness  of  coun- 
tenance and  form,  that  seemed  to  interpose  betwixt 
her  and  assured  death.  It  is,  perhaps,  at  all  times 
daneerous  for  a  young  person  to  suffer  recollection  to 
dwell  repeatedly,  and  with  too  much  complacency,  on 
the  same  individual ;  but  in  Lucy's  situation  it  was 
almost  unavoidable.  She  had  never  happened  to  see 
a  young  man  of  mien  and  features  so  romantic  and  so 
striking  as  young  Ravenswood ;  but  had  she  seen  a 
hundred  his  equals  or  his  superiors  in  those  particu- 
lars, no  one  else  could  have  been  linked  to  her  heart  by 
the  strong  associations  of  remembered  danger  and 
escape,  of  gratitude,  wonder,  and  curiosity.  I  sav 
curiosity,  for  it  is  likely  that  the  singularly  restrained 
and  unaccommodating  manners  of  the  Master  of  Ra*> 
venswopd,  so  much  at  variance  with  the  natural 
expression  of  his  features  and  grace  of  his  deportment, 
as  they  excited  wonder  by  the  contrast,  nad  their 
effect  m  nveting  her  attention  to  the  recollection. 
She  knew  little  of  Ravenswood,  or  the  disputes  which 
had  existed  betwixt  her  father  and  his,  and  perhaps 
could  in  her  gentleness  of  mind  hardly  have  compre- 
hended the  angry  and  bitter  passions  which  they  nad 
engendered.  But  she  knew  that  he  was  come  oi 
noble  stem ;  was  poor,  though  descended  from  the 
noble  and  the  wealthy;  and  she  felt  that  she  could 
sympathise  with  the  feelings  of  a  proud  mind,  which 
urged  him  to  recoil  from  the  proffered  gratiuide 
of^the  new  proprietors  of  his  father's  house  and 
domains.  Would  he  have  eoually  shunned  their 
aduiowledgments  and  avoided  their  intimacy,  had 
her  father^ 8  request  been  urged  more  mildly,  ^eas 
abruptly,  and  softened  with  the  grace  which  womaii 
so  well  know  how  to  throw  into  their  manner,  when 
they  mean  to  mediate  betwixt  the  headlong  passions 
of  the  ruder  sex  1  This  was  a  perilous  question  to  tak 
her  own  mind— perilous  both  in  the  idea  and  in  its 
consequences. 

Lucy  Ashton,  in  short,  was  involved  in  those 
mazes  of  the  imagination  which  arc  most  dangerous 
to  the  yoimg  and  the  sensitive.  Time,  it  is  true, 
absence,  change  of  scene  and  new  faces,  might  pro- 
bably have  destroyed  the  illusion  in  her  instsnos  as 
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it  b«s  done  in  many  others;  but  her  residenoe  re- 
mained solitary,  and  her  mind  without  those  means 
of  dissipating  her  pleasing  visions^  This  solitude 
was  chiefly  owing  to  the  absence  of  Lady  Ash  ton, 
who  was  at  this  time  in  Rdinburch,  watching  the 
piT>git!i«  of  some  state-inlrigue;  the  Lord  Keeper 
only  received  society  out  of  policy  or  ostentation,  and 
was  by  nature  rather  reserved  and  unsociable;  and 
thus  no  cavalier  appeared  to  rival  or  to  obscure  the 
ideal  pictmv  of  chivalrous  cxctllence  which  Lucy 
had  pictured  to  herself  in  the  Master  of  Ravenswood. 

While  Lucy  indulged  in  these  dreams,  she  made 
frequent  visits  to  old  blind  Ahce,  hoping  it  would  be 
easy  lo  lead  her  to  talk  on  the  subjcxrt,  which  at  pre- 
sent she  had  so  imprudenilv  aJmitted  to  occupy  so 
targe  a  poction  of  her  tho)ii;hts.  But  Alice  did  not 
in  this  particular  gratify  her  wishes  and  expectations. 
SIr  spoke  readily,  and  with  pathetic  feeling,  concern  ■ 
iog  the  family  in  general,  Mt  seemed  to  observe  an 
esv>ecial  and  cautious  silence  on  the  subject  of  the 
present  representative.  The  lit  He  she  said  of  him  was 
not  altogether  so  favourable  as  Lucy  had  anticipated. 
She  hinted  that  he  was  of  a  stem  and  unforgiving 
character,  more  ready  to  resent  than  to  pardon  inju- 
ries ;  and  Lucy  combined  with  great  alarm  the  hints 
which  she  now  dropped  of  these  dangerous  qualities, 
with  Alice's  advice  to  her  father,  so  emphatically 
given,  "  to  beware  of  Ravenswood. 

But  that  very  Ravenswood,  of  whom  such  unjust 
suspicions  had  oeen  entertained,  had,  almost  imme- 
diately after  they  had  been  uttered,  confuted  them. 
by  saving  at  once  her  fother's  life  and  her  own.  Had 
henomished  such  black  revenge  as  Alice's  dark  hints 
seoned  to  indicate,  no  deed  of  active  guilt  was  neces- 
sary to  the  iiill  gratification  of  that  evil  passion.  He 
Deeded  but  to  have  withheld  for  an  instant  his  indis- 
pensable and  effective  assistance,  and  theobject  of  his 
resentment  must  have  perished,  without  any  direct 
agsreasion  on  his  part,  by  a  death  eoually  fearful  and 
certain.  She  conceived,  therefore,  that  some  secret 
pf^udice,  or  the  suspicions  incideot  to  age  and  mis- 
fortune, had  led  Alice  to  form  conclusions  injurious  to 
tbe  dbaracter,  and  irreconcilable  both  with  the  gene- 
rous conduct  and  noble  features  of  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood.  And  in  this  belief  Lucy  reposed  her 
hope,  and  went  on  weaving  her  enchanted  web  of 
tey  tissue,  as  beautiful  ana  transient  as  the  film  of 
the  gossamer,  when  it  is  pearled  with  the  morning 
dew,  and  glimmering  lo  the  sun. 

Her  father,  in  the  mean  while,  as  well  as  the  Mas- 
ter of  Ravenswood,  were  making  reflections,  as  fre- 
q^ient  though  more  solid  than  those  of  Lucy,  upon  the 
anpiilr  event  which  had  taken  place.  The  Lord 
Keeper's  first  task,  when  he  returned  home,  was  to 
ascertain  by  medical  advice  that  his  daughter  had 
flostained  no  injury  from  the  dangerous  aiKTalarming 
sitaatioo  in  wh^h  she  had  bem  placed.  Satisfied  on 
this  tome,  he  proceeded  to  revise  the  memoranda 
which  he  had  taken  down  from  the  mouth  of  the  per- 
son employed  to  interrupt  the  funeral  service  of  the 
late  Lewd  Ravenswood.  Bred  to  casuistry,  and  well 
^XQStomed  to  practise  the  ambidexter  ingenuity  of 
the  bar,  it  cost  him  little  trouble  to  soften  the  features 
of  the  tumult  which  he  had  been,  at  first  so  anxious 
to  exaiqgerate.  He  preached  to  his  colleagues  of  the 
Privy  'Council  the  necessity  of  using  conciliatory 
measures  with  young  ^en,  wliose  blood  and  temper 
were  hot,  and  their  experience  of  life  limited.  He  dki 
not  heaiute  to  attribute  some  censure  to  the  conduct 
of  the  officer,  as  having  been  unneoessarilv  irritating. 

These  were  the  contents  of  bis  public  despatches. 
The  letters  which  be  wrote  to  those  private  friends 
into  whose  management  the  matter  was  Ukely  to  fall. 
were  of  a  yet  more  favourable  tenor.  He  represented 
tint  lenity  in  this  case  would  be  equally  politic  and 
popular,  whereas,  eoosidermg  the  high  respect  with 
whidi  tne  rites  of  interment  are  regarded  in  Scotland, 
any  seventy  exercised  against  the  Master  of  Rayens- 
wooG  for  protecting  those  of  his  father  from  inier- 
roption,  would  be  on  all  sides  most  unfavourably 
eonstmed.  And,  finally,  assuming  the  language  of  a 
flnerous  and  high  spintsd  man,  he  made  it  his  par- 
ticolar  leqnest  that  this  affair  should  be  passed  over 
without  severs  notice.    Ha  aUnded  with  deUcacy  to 


the  predicament  in  which  he  himself  stood  with  young 
Ravenswood,  as  having  succeeded  in  the  long  train  of 
litigation  by  which  the  fortunes  of  that  noble  house 
hod  been  so  much  reduced,  and  confessed  it  would  be 
most  pecuUarly  acceptable  to  his  own  feelings,  could 
he  find  means  in  some  sort  to  c  ounterbalaiice  the  dis- 
advantages which  he  had  oc -nsiontd  the  family, 
though  only  in  the  prosecution  cf  his  just  and  lawful 
rights.  He  therefore  made  it  his  rarlicidar  and  per- 
sonal request  thai  the  matter  should  have  no  farther 
conaeauences.  and  insinuated  a  desire  iliat  be  himself 
should  have  the  merit  of  having  put  a  stop  lo  it  bv  his 
favourable  report  and  intercessioiL  It  was  particularly 
remarkable,  that,  contrary  to  his  uniform  practice, 
he  made  no  special  communication  to  Lady  Ashton 
upon  the  subject  of  the  tumult ;  and  although  he 
mentioned  the  alarm  which  Lucy  had  received  from 
one  of  the  wild  cattle,  yet  he  gave  no  detailed  account 
of  an  incident  so  interesting  and  terrible. 

There  was  much  surprise  among  Sir  William  Ash- 
fon's  political  friends  and  colleagues  on  receiving 
letters  of  a  tenor  so  unexpected.  On  comparing  notes 
together,  one  amiled,  one  put  up  bis  eyebrows,  a  third 
nodded  acquieecenca  in  the  general  wonder,  and  a 
fourth  asked,  if  they  were  sure  these  were  all  the  let- 
ters the  Lord  Keeper  had  \\  riiten  on  tlie  subject.  "  It 
runs  strangely  in  my  mind,  my  lords,  that  none  of 
these  advices  contain  the  root  of  the  matter." 

But  no  secret  letters  of  a  contrary  nature  had  been 
received,  although  the  question  seemed  to  imply  the 
possibilitv  of  their  existence. 

''  Well,  said  an  old  gray-headed  statesman,  who 
had  contrived,  by  shifting  and  trimmine,  to  maintain 
his  post  at  the  steerage  through  all  the  changes  of 
course  which  the  vessel Jiad  held  for  thirty  years,  *'  I 
thought  Sir  William  would  hae  verified  the  auM 
Scottish  saying,  *  as  soon  comes  the  lamb's  skin  to 
market  as  the  auld  tup's.' " 

*'  We  must  please  him  after  his  own  fashion,"  said 
another,  "  though  it  be  an  unlooked-for  one." 

*^  A  wilful  man  maun  hae  his  way,"  answered  the 
old  counsellor. 

"The  Keeper  will  rue  this  before  year  and  day  are 
out,"  said  a  third ;  "  the  Master  ol  Ravenswood  is 
the  lad  to  wind  him  a  pirn."* 

"  Why.  what  would  you  do,  my  lords,  with  the  poor 
young  lellow'}"  said  a  noble  Marquis  nresent ;  tbet 
Lord  Keeper  has  got  all  his  estates— ne  has  not  % 
cross  to  bless  himself  with." 

On  which  the  ancient  Lord  Turntippet  ireplied, 
" '  If  he  ham  gear  to  ftM, 
He  has  ihina  to  pine*— 

And  that  was  our  way  before  the  Revolution— Luthzr 
eum  ptrsontL,  qui  luei-a  noii  vote»i  cum  crumeTiat — 
Hegh,  my  lords,  that's  gude  law  Latin." 

'*  1  can  see  no  motive,  replied  the  Marquis,  "  that 
any  noble  lord  can  have  for  urging  this  matter  farther ; 
let  the  Lord  Keeper  have  the  power  to  deal  in  it  as  b4 
pleases." 

"Agree,  agree— remit  to  the  Lord  Keeper,  with  any* 
other  person  for  fashion's  sake— Lord  Hirpkhooly^ 
who  is  bed-ridden— one  to  be  a  quorum — Make  yeur 
entry  in  the  minutes,  Mr.  Clerk— And  now.  Ay  forda, 
there  is  that  young  scattergood,  the  Laird  of  Bncklaw's 
fine  to  bo  disponed  upon— I  suppose  it  goes  to  my 
Lord  Treasurer  1" 

"  Shame  be  in  my  meal-poke,  then,'*  exclaimed 
Lord  'Tumuppet,  "and  your  hand  aye  in  the  nook  of 
It  I  I  had  set  that  down  for  a  by  bit  between  meals 
for  msrsell.'* 

'"To  use  one  of  your  favourite  saws^  my  lord,"  rs- 
plied  the  Maiquia,  "you  are  like  the  miller's  dog,  that 
hcks  his  lips  before  the  bag  is  untied— the  man  is  not 
fined  yet'' 

"  But  that  coats  but  fwa  skarts  of  a  pen,"  said 
Lord  'Tumnppvn ;  "  and  surely  there  is  nae  noble  lord 
that  will  presume  to  say.  that  I  wha  hae  complied  wi' 
a'  compliances,  tane  all  manner  of  tests,  abjured  all 
that  was  \o  be  abj(m*d,  and  sworn  a'  that  was  to  be 
sworn,  f^t  these  thirty  years  bypast,  sticking  fast  by 

.*  trf  Ad  lOm  •  ftm,  vnrmAM  for  prepariag  a  troobleaonw  bu- 
uneM  foraomeparwn. 

^la.  Let  him  pay  with  bia  pwaoo,  who  eaaaot  pajrwithhia 
pa^aa. 
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my  duty  to  the  state,  throiufh  good  report  and  bad  re- 
port, shouldna  hae  something  now  and  then  to  synd 
ray  mouth  wi'  after  sic  droathy  wark  ]  Eh  ? 

^'  It  would  be  very  unreasonable  mdeed,  my  lord, 
replied  the  Marquis,  "  had  we  either  thought  that 
your  lordship's  drought  was  quenchabl^  or  observed 
any  thing  stick  in  your  throat  that  required  washing 

And  so  we  close  the  scene  on  the  Privy  Council  of 
that  period. 


CHAPTER  VL 

For  thia  are  all  thei«  vnrrion  come, 

To  iiear  an  idle  tale  ; 
And  o'er  our  death-aceuttom'd  anna. 

fcihaUiUljrtoawprcfaUJ      „  ^^ 

On  the  evening  of  the  day  when  the  Lord  Keeper 
and  his  daughter  were  saved  from  such  unminent 
peril,  two  strangers  were  seated  in  the  most  private 
apartment  of  a  small  obscure  inn,  or  rether  alehouse, 
called  the  Tod's  Den,  about  three  or  four  miles  from 
the  Castle  of  Ravenswood,  and  as  far  from  the  ruin- 
ous tower  of  Wolf  s  Crag,  betwixt  which  two  places 
it  was  situated.  ,         .  . 

One  of  these  strangers  was  about  forty  years  of 
age,  tall,  and  thin  in  the  flanks,  with  an  aquiline  nose, 
dark  penetrating  eyes,  and  a  shrewd  but  sinister  cast 
of  countenance.  The  other  was  about  fift^n  years 
younger,  short,  stout,  ruddy-faced,  and  red-haired, 
with  an  open,  resolute,  and  cheerful  eye,  to  which 
careless  and  fearless  freedom,  and  inward  daring, 
gave  fire  and  expression,  notwithstanding  its  Lght 
gray  colour.  A  stoup  of  wine,  (for  in  those  days  it 
was  serv'd  out  from  the  cask  in  pewter  flawns.) 
was  placed  on  the  table,  and  each  had  his  quaigh  or 
bicker*  before  him.  But  there  was  little  appearance 
of  conviviality.  With  folded  arms,  and  looks  of 
anxious  expectation,  they  eyed  each  other  in  silonce, 
each  wrapt  in  his  own  thoughts,  and  holding  no 
communication  with  his  neighbour.  ,  .    . 

At  length  the  younger  broke  silence  by  exclaiming, 
"  What  the  foul  fiend  can  detain  the  Master  so  long? 
he  must  have  miscarried  in  his  enterpnse.— Why  did 
you  dissuade  me  from  going  with  him?" 

"  One  man  is  enough  to  right  his  own  wrong," 
said  the  taller  and  older  personage ;  "  we  venture  our 
lives  for  him  in  coming  thus  far  on  such  an  errand" 

"You  are  but  a  craven  after  all,  Craigengelt." 
answered  the  younger,  "  and  that's  what  many  folk 
have  thought  you  before  now." 

"But  what  none  has  dared  to  tell  me,"  said 
Craigengelt,  laying  his  hand  on  the  hilt  of  his  «word ; 
"and.  but  that  I  hold  a  hasty  man  no  better  than 
a  fool,  I  would"~he  paused  for  his  companion's 
answer. 

"  Would  you  V*  said  the  other  cooly ;  "  and  why 
do  you  not  then  7" 

Craigengelt  drew  his  cutlass  an  inch  or  two,  and 
then  returned  it  with  violence  into  the  scabbard — 
"  Because  there  is  a  deeper  stake  to  be  played  for, 
than  the  Uvea  of  twenty  harebrained  gowks  like 
you." 

"  You  are  right  there,"  said  his  companion,  "  for 
if  it  were  not  that  these  forfeitures,  and  that  last  fine 
that  the  old  driveller  Tumtippit  is  gaping  for,  and 
which,  I  daresay,  is  laid  on  by  this  time,  have  fairly 
driven  me  out  of  house  and  h(yme,  I  were  a  coxcomb 
and  a  cuckoo  to  boot^  tp  trust  your  fair  promises 
of  getting  me  a  commission  in  ine  Irish  brieadc, — 
what  have  I  to  do  with  the  Irish  brigade  7  I  am  a 
plain  Scotchman  as  my  father  was  before  me;  and 
my  grand-aunt,  Lady  Gimington,  cannot  live  for 
ever/* 

"  Ay,  Bucklaw,"  observed  Craigengelt,  but  she 
may  live  for  many  a  long  day ;  and  for  your  father, 
he  had  land  and  living,  kept  himself  cloa«  finom  wad- 
setters and  moncy-lendersi  paid  each  man  his  due, 
and  uved  on  his  own." 

•  OrinkinireaiM  of  diflbreQt  aiaea,  made  o«t  of  atave*  hooped 
tofether.  Tho  qvalfh  we«  used  chieflf  for  drinkioff  viine  or 
bamif :  it  miaht  hold  about  a  fill,  and  waa  ofkau  eompoaad  of 
rare  wood,  and  egrkmtlf  omamentad  with  eilTer. 


"  And  whose  fiiult  is  it  that  I  have  no*  done  so 
too?"  said  Bucklaw— " whose  but  the  devils  and 
your's,  and  such  like  as  you,  that  have  led  me  t^  the 
far  end  of  a  fair  estate?  and  now  I  shall  be  obliged, 
I  suppose,  to  shelter  and  shift  about  like  yourself— 
live  one  week  upon  a  Une  of  secret  intelligence  from 
Saint  Grermains— another  upon  a  report  of  a  rismg  m 
the  Highlands— get  my  breakfast  and  moraing- 
draught  of  sndc  vrom  old  Jacobite  ladies,  and  give 
them  locks  of  my  old  wig,  for  the  Chevalier's  hai^- 
second  my  iHsnd  in  his  quarrel  till  he  comes  to  the 
field^  and  then  flinch  from  him  lest  so  important  a 

r)liucal  agent  should  perish  fixwu  the  way.    All  this 
must  do  for  bread,  besides  calUng  myself  a  captain  I' 

"  You  think  you  are  making  a  fine  speech  now, 
said  Craigengelt,  "and  showing  much  wit  at  my 
expense.  Is  starving  or  hanging  better  than  the 
life  I  am  obliged  to  lead,  becaus«  the  present  for- 
tunes of  the  King  cannot  sufficiently  support  his 
envoys?*' 

"  Starving  is  honeater,  Craigengelt,  and  liangingia 
like  to  be  the  end  on' t— But  what  you  mean  to  make 
of  this  poor  fellow  Ravenswood,  I  know  not— he  has 
no  money  left,  any  more  than  I— his  lands  arc  Wll 
pawned  and  pledged,  and  the  interest  eats  up  the 
rents,  and  is  not  satisfied,  and  what  do  you  hope  to 
make  by  meddling  in  his  aflairs?" 

"Content  yourself,  Bucklaw;  I  knowmybusmess," 
replied  Craigengelt.  "  Besides  that  his  name,  and  his 
fathoms  services  in  1689,  will  mike  such  an  acquisi- 
tion sound  well  both  at  Versailles  and  Saint  Ger- 
mains — you  will  also  please  be  informed,  that  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood  is  a  very  ditierent  kind  of  a 
young  fellow  from  you.  He  has  parts  and  address, 
as  well  as  courage  and  talents,  and  will  present  him- 
self abroad  like  a  voung  man  of  head  as  well  as  heart, 
who  knows  something  more  than  the  speed  of  a  horse 
or  the  flight  of  a  hawk.  I  have  bst  credit  of  late,  by 
bringing  over  no  one  that  had  sense  to  know  more 
than  how  to  unharbour  a  stag,  or  take  and  reclaim 
an  eycss.  The  Masto'  has  education,  sense,  and 
penetration." 

"  And  yet  is  not  wise  enough  to  escape  the  tricks 
of  a  kidnapper,  Craigengelt?"  replied  the  younger 
man.  "  But  don't  be  angry;  you  know  you  will  not 
fight,  and  so  it  is  as  well  to  leave  your  hilt  in  peace 
and  quiet,  and  tell  me  in  sober  guise  how  you  drew 
the  Master  into  your  confidence '?" 

"  By  flattering  his  love  of  vengeance,  Bueklaw," 
answered  Craigengelt  **He  has  always  distmsted 
me,  but  I  watched  my  time,  and  struck  while  his 
temper  was  red-hot  with  the  sense  of  insult  and  of 
wrong.  He  goes  now  to  expostulate,  as  he  says,  and 
perhaps  thinks,  with  Sir  WiUiam  Ashton.  I  say.  that 
if  thev  meet,  and  the  lawyer  puts  him  to  his  dcrenoe. 
the  Master  will  kill  him;  for  he  had  that  sparkle  in 
his  eye  which  never  deceives  you  when  you  wmtki 
read  a  man's  purpose.  At  any  rate,  he  will  give  him 
such  a  bullying  as  will  be  construed  into  an  assault 
on  a  privy-councillor;  so  there  will  be  a  total  breach 
betwixt  nim  and  government;  Scotland  will  be  too 
hot  for  him,  France  will  gain  him,  and  we  will  all 
set  sail  together  in  the  French  brig  L'Espoir,  which 
is  hovering  for  us  ofl* Eyemouth." 

"Content  am  I,"  sakl  Bucklaw;  "Scotland  has 
little  left  that  I  care  about;  and  if  canyin^  the  Mas- 
ter with  us  will  get  us  a  better  reception  in  France; 
why,  BO  be  it,  a  God's  name.  I  doubt  our  own  merits 
will  procure  lis  slender  preferment ;  and  I  trust  he  will 
send  a  ball  through  the  Keeper's  head  before  he  joiai 
us.  One  or  two  of  these  scoundrel  statesmen  should 
be  shot  once  a-vear,  just  to  keep  the  others  on  dietr 
good  behaviour." 

"  That  is  very  true,"  replied  Craigengelt ;  "  and  it 
reminds  me  that  I  must  go  and  see  that  our  horns 
have  been  fed,  and  are  in  readiness ;  for,  should  such 
deed  be  done,  it  will  be  no  time  for  grass  to  grow  be- 
neath iheir  heels."  He  proceeded  as  far  as  me  door, 
then  turned  back  with  a  look  of  earnestness,  and  sua 
to  Bucklaw,  "  Whatever  should  come  of  this  business, 
I  am  sure  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  remember, 
that  I  said  nothing  to  the  Master  whkh  could  u^y 
my  accession  to  any  act  of  violenoe  which  he  mar 
take  it  mto  his  head  to  eoramiu" 
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"No,  no,  not  m  single  word  like  accession,"  replied 

Backlaw;  "you  know  too  well  the  risk  belonging  to 

these  two  terrible  words,  art  and  part"    Then,  as  if 

to  himself;  he  recited  the  following  lines : 

'  The  dial  ppoke  not,  but  it  made  shrewd  ■iffQi, 
And  poinied  full  upoo  the  stroke  of  murder. 

"What  is  that  you  are  talking  to  yourself ?"  said 
Orai^engell,  turning  bank  with  some  anxiety. 

"  rVothing— only  two  lines  I  have  heard  upon  the 
staj^"  replied  his  companion. 

Bucklaw,"  said  Craigengell,  "  I  sometimes  think 
you  should  have  been  a  stage-player  yourself;  all  is 
fancy  and  froUc  with  you." 

**l  have  often  thought  so  myself,", Said  Bucklaw. 
**  I  believe  it  woidd  be  safer  than  acting  with  you  in 
the  Fatal  Conspiracy. — But  awav,  play  your  own  part, 
and  look  after  the  horses  like  a  gioom  as  you  are.— A 
play-actor — s  stage-player!"  he  repeated  to  himself; 
that  would  have  d^9«^Ted  a  stab,  but  that  Craigen- 
gelt's  &  coward— ^And  yet  I  shoidd  like  the  profession 
well  enough— Stay— let  me  sec  ay— I  would  come 
out  in  Alexander — 

'  ThiH  from  the  frav«  I  rise  to  save  mr  iove, 
Draw  all  your  swords,  sod  quick  as  lighuiinff  mow; 
When  I  rosli  oo.  sore  none  will  dare  to  stay, 
'Tts  lore  commands,  and  glorjr  leads  the  way.*** 

As  with  a  voice  of  thunder,  and  his  hand  upon  his 
sword,  Bucklaw  repeated  the  ranting  coiiplets  of  poor 
LiCe,  Craigengdt  re-entered  with  a  face  of  alarm. 

"We  are  undone,  Bucklaw !  the  Masters's  led  horse 
has  cast  himself  over  his  halter  in  the  stable,  and  is 
dead  lame — his  hackney  will  be  set  up  witk  the  day's 
work,  and  now  he  has  no  fresh  horse ;  he  will  never 
get  off." 

"  E^ad,  there  will  be  no  moving  with  the  speed  of 
lightmng  this  bout,"  said  Bucklaw,  drily.  "  But  stay, 
voa  can  give  htm  yours." 

'^  What !  and  be  taken  myself?  I  thank  you  for  the 
proposal,"  sakJ  Craigengelt 

"Why,"  replied  Bucklaw,  "if  the  Lord  Keeper 
should  nave  met  with  a  nuschance,  which  for  my 
part  I  cannot  suppose,  for  the  Master  is  not  the  lad  to 
shoot  an  old  ana  unarmed  man— but  if  there  should 
have  been  a  fray  at  the  Castle,  you  are  neither  art 
nor  part  in  it,  you  know,  so  have  nothing  to  fear." 

"  True,  true,"  answered  the  other,  with  embarrass- 
ment; "but  consider  my  commission  from  Saint 
OenDain&" 

"Which  many  men  think  is  a  commission  of  your 
own  making,  noble  captain.— Well,  if  you  will  not 
give  him  your  horse,  why,  d n  it,  he  must  have 


»» 


nune. 

"  Fours  7"  said  Craigengelt. 

"  Av,  mine,"  repeated  Bucklaw ;  "  it  shiiil  never  be 
said  tnat  I  agreed  to  back  a  gentleman  in  a  little  affair 
o{  honour,  and  neither  helped  him  on  with  it  nor  off 
from  it." 

"  Yon  will  give  him  your  horse  1  and  have  you  con- 
■dered  the  loss  7" 

Lose!  why,  Grav  Gilbert  cost  me  twenty  Jaco- 


thAt's  truej  out  then  his  hackney  is  worth 
something,  and  his  Black  Moor  is  worth  twice  as 
mudi  were  he  sotmd,  and  I  know  how  to  handle  him. 
Take  a  fat  siickintr  mastiff  whelp,  flay  and  bowel  him, 
•toff  the  body  full  of  black  ana  gray  snails,  roast  a 
reaaonable  time,  and  baste  with  ou  of  spikenard,  saf- 
fron, cinnamon  and  honey,  anoint  with  the  dnp^xag^ 
wonting  it  in" 

"Yea,  Backlaw ;  but  in  the  mean  while,  before  the 
■ivrain  is  cured,  nay,  before  the  whelp  is  roasted,  you 
will  be  caught  ana  hung.  Depend  on  it,  the  chase 
will  be  hardafter  Ravenswood.  I  wish  we  had  made 
onr  place  of  rendezvous  nearer  to  the  coast" 

"On  my  faith,  then,"  said  Bucklaw,  "I  had  best 
00  off  just  now,  and  leave  my  horse  for  hiii%— Stay, 
star,  he  comes,  I  hear  a  horse's  feet*' 

Are  ]rou  sure  there  is  only  one?"  said  Craigen- 
cdt ;  "  I  fear  there  is  a  chase;  I  think  I  hear  three  or 
KMir  g  jdtopmg  together— I  am  sure  I  hear  more  horses 
dun  ona" 

*'  Pooh,  pooh,  it  is  the  v?eiich  of  the  hooae  clatter* 
ing  to  the  well  m  her  pattena  By  my  faidi,  Captain, 
3FM  sfaoul^  gba  up  both  your  captainship  and  your 
asrvice^  tor  you  are  aa  easily  soand  m  a  wild- 


goose.    But  here  comes  the  Master  alone,  and  looking 

as  gloomy  as  a  night  in  November." 

The  Master  of  Ravenswood  entered  the  room  ac- 
cordingly, his  cloak  muflled  around  him,  his  arms  fold- 
ed, his  looks  stern,  and  at  the  same  time  dejected.  He 
flung  his  cloak  from  him  as  he  entered,  threw  himself 
upon  a  chair,  and  appeared  sunk  in  a  profound  reverie. 

"What  has  happened?  What  hove  you  done?" 
was  hastily  demanded  by  Craigengelt  and  Bucklaw 
in  the  same  moment. 

"  Nothing,"  was  the  ^ort  and  sullen  answer. 

"Nothing?  and  left  us,  determined  to  call  the  old 
villain  to  accoimt  for  all  the  injuries  that  vou,  we,  and 
the  country,  have  received  at  his  hand  7  Have  yon 
set-n  him  7 

"I  have,"  replied  the  Master  of  Ravenswood. 

"  Seen  him  7  and  come  away  without  settling  scores 
which  have  been  so  long  due?"  said  Bucklaw;  "I 
would  not  have  expected  that  at  the  hand  of  the  Maa^ 
ter  of  Ravenswood." 

"  No  matter  what  you  expected."  replied  Ravens- 
wood ;  "  it  is  not  to  you,  sir,  that  I  shall  be  disposed 
to  render  any  reason  for  my  conduct." 

"Patience,  Bucklaw"  said  Craigengelt,  intermpt- 
ing  his  companion,  who  seemed  about  tp  make  an 
angry  reply.  "The  Master  has  been  interrupted  in 
his  purpose  by  soine  accident;  but  he  must  excuse 
the  anxious  curiosity  of  friends,  who  are  devoted  to 
his  cause  likeyou  and  me." 

"Friends,  Cfaptain  Craigtngeltl"  retorted  Ravens- 
wood, haughtily;  "I  am  ignorant  what  famiharity 
has  passed  betwixt  us  to  entitle  you  to  use  that  ex- 
pression. I  think  ourfhendship  amounts  to  this,  that 
we  agreed  to  leave  Scotlarid  together  so  soon  as  I 
should  have  visited  the  alienated  mansion  of  my 
fathers,  and  had  an  interview  with  its  present  posses- 
sor. I  will  not  call  him  proprietor." 

Very  true.  Master,"  answered  Bucklaw  j  "and  as 
we  thought  you  had  %  mind,  to  do  something  to  put 
your  neck  in  jeopardy,  Craigie  and  I  very  courteously 
agreed  to  tarry  for  you.  although  otu^  might  run  some 
risk  in  consequence.  As  to  Craigie,  indeed,  it  does  not 
very  much  signify,  he  had  gallows  written  on  his  brow 
in  the  hour  of  bis  birth;  out  I  should  not  Uko  to  dis- 
credit my  parentage  by  coming  to  such  an  end  in 
another  man's  cause." 

"  Gemlcmen,"  said  the  Master  of  Ravenswood,  "  I 
am  sorry  if  I  have  occasioned  you  any  inconvenience, 
but  I  must  claim  the  right  of  judging  what  is  best  for 
my  own  affairs,  without  rendering  explanations  to 
any  one.  I  have  altered  my  mind,  and  do  not  design 
to  leave  the  country  this  season." 

"Not  to  leave  the  country.  Master!"  (xclaimed 
Craigengelt  "Not  to  go  over,  after  all  the  trouble 
and  expense  I  have  incuirred— after  ail  the  risk  of  dis- 
covery, and  the  expense  of  freight  and  demurrage !" 

"  Su","  replied  the  Master  ofRavenswood,  *  when 
I  designed  to  leave  this  country  in  this  haste,  I  made 
use  of  your  obliging  ofier  to  procure  me  means  of  con- 
veyance:  but  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  pledged  myself 
to  go  off,  if  I  found  occasion  to  alter  my  mind.  For 
your  trouble  on  my  account  I  am  sorry,  and  I  thank 
you ;  your  expense/'  he  added,  putting  his  hand  into 
his  pocket.  "  admits  a  more  solid  compensation — 
freight  ana  demurrage  are  matters  with  which  I  am 
unacquainted.  Captain  Craigengelt,  but  take  my  purse 
and  pay  youreelf  according  to  your  own  conscience." 
And  accordingly  he  tendered  a  purae  with  some  gold 
in  it  to  the  soi-aisant  captain. 

But  here  Bucklaw  interposed  in  his  turn.  '  Your 
fingers,  Craigie,  seem  to  itch  for  that  same  piece  of 
green  net-work,"  said  he;  "but  I  make  my  vow  to 
God,  that  if  they  oflfer  to  close  upon  it,  I  will  chop  them 
off  with  my  whinger.  Since  the  Master  has  changed 
his  mind,  I  suppose  we  need  siay  here  no  longer ;  but 
in  the  firet  place  I  beg  leave  to  tell  him" 

"Tell  him  any  thing  you  will,"  saki  Craigengelt, 
"if  you  will  first  allow  me  to  state  the  inconveniences 
to  which  he  will  expose  himself  by  quitting  our  soci- 
ety, to  remind  him  of  the  obstacles  to  his  remaining 
here,  and  of  the  difficulties  attending  his  proper  intro- 
duction at  Versailles  and  Saint  Germains,  without 
the  countenance  of  thoM  who  have  aatablianed  uaefiil 
connexiona" 
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Besidee  forfeiting  the  fnendship,"  said  Bucklaw, 
••  of  at  least  one  man  of  spirit  and  honour." 

"Gentlemen,"  said  Ravenswood,  ''permit  me  once 
more  to  assure  you,  that  you  have  been  pleased  to 
attach  to  our  temporary  connexion  more  importance 
than  I  ever  meant  that  it  should  have.  When  I  repair 
to  foreign  courts,  I  shall  not  need  the  introduction  of 
an  intriguing  adventurer,  nor  is  it  necessary  for  me  to 
flet  value  on  the  friendship  of  a  hot-headed  bully." 
With  these  words,  and  without  waiting  for  an  answer, 
he  left  the  apartment,  remounted  his  horse,  and  was 
heard  to  ride  off. 

"  Mortbleu !"  said  Captain  Craigengelt,  "  my  recruit 
is  lost  I" 

"  Ay,  Captain,"  said  Bucklaw,  "  the  salmon  is  off 
with  hook  and  all.  But  I  will  after  him.  for  I  have 
had  more  of  his  insolence  than  I  can  well  digest." 

Craigengelt  offered  to  accompany  him :  but  Buck- 
law  relied,  "No,  no,  captain,  keep  you  the  cheek  of 
the  chunney-oook  till  I  come  back ;  it's  good  sleeping 
in  a  haill  skin. 

'  LitUe  keni  the  aald  wife  that  tits  bjr  the  fire. 
How  could  the  wind  blawe  in  hurle  barle  swire.'  '* 

And  singing  as  he  went,  he  left  the  apartment. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

Now,  Billy  Bewick,  keep  good  lieart, 

Aod  of  thy  taikinr  let  me  be ; 
But  if  Uiou  art  a  maa,  as  I  am  mro  thou  art. 

Come  over  the  dike  aod  fight  with  me. 

Old  Ballad. 

Th«  Master  of  Ravenswood  had  motmted  the  am- 
bling hackney  which  he  before  rode,  on  finding  the 
accident  which  had  happened  to  his  led  horse,  and, 
for  the  animal's  ease,  was  proceeding  at  a  slow  pace 
from  the  Tod's  Den  towards  his  old  tower  of  Wolfs 
Crag,  when  he  heard  the  galloping  of  a  horse  behind 
him,  and,  looking  back,  pcrceired  that  he  was  pur- 
sued by  young  Bucklaw,  who  had  been  delayed  a  few 
minutes  in  the  pursuit  by  the  irresistible  temptation  of 
givin;;  the  hostler  at  the  Tod's  Den  some  recipe  for 
Oreaung  the  lame  horse.  This  brief  delay  he  had  made 
up  by  bard  galloping,  and  now  overtook  the  Master 
where  the  road  traversed  a  waste  moor.  "  Halt,  sir," 
cried  Bucklaw;  "I  am  no  political  agent— no  Cap- 
tain Craigengelt,  whose  Ufe  is  too  important  to  be 
hazarded  m  c^fence  of  his  honour.  I  am  Frank  Hay- 
8ton  of  Bucklaw.  and  no  man  injures  roe  by  word, 
deed,  sign,  or  look,  but  he  must  render  me  an  accoiuit 
of  it.*' 

"This  is  all  very  well,  Mr.  Hayston  of  Bucklaw," 

X* "  jd  nie  Master  of  Ravenswood,  in  a  tone  the  most 
and  indifferent;  "but  I  have  no  quarrel  with 
you,  and  desire  to  have  none.  Our  roads  homeward, 
as  well  as  our  roads  through  life,  lie  in  different  di- 
rections; there  is  no  occasion  for  us  crossing  each 
other." 

"Is  there  not?"  said  Bucklaw,  impetuously.  "By 
Heaven !  but  I  say  that  there  is,  though— you  called 
US  intriguing  adventurers." 

"  Be  correct  in  yoiir  recollection,  Mr.  Hayston ;  it 
was  to  your  companion  only  I  appUed  that  ^ithet, 
and  you  Know  him  to  be  no  better.' 

"  And  what  then  ?  Ho  was  my  companion  for  the 
time,  and  no  man  shall  insult  my  companion,  right  or 
wrong,  while  he  is  in  my  company." 

"Then,  Mr.  Hayston,"  replied  Ravenswood,  with 
the  same  composure,  "  you  should  choose  yoiir  soci- 
ety better,  or  you  are  like  to  have  much  work  in  your 
capacity  of  their  champion.  Go  home,  sir,  sleep,  and 
have  more  reason  in  your  wrath  to-morrow." 

"Not  so.  Master,  you  have  mistaken  your  roan; 
high  airs  and  wise  saws  shall  not  carry  it  off  thus. 
Besides,  you  termed  me  btilly,  and  you  shall  retract 
the  word  before  we  part." 

"Faith,  searcely,''^  said  Ravenswood,  "tmless  vou 
show  me  better  reason  for  thinking  myself  mistaken 
thanyou  are  now  producing." 

"Then,  Master,''  said  Bucklaw,  "though  I  should 
be  sorry  to  oBerit  to  a  man  of  your  quaUty,  if  you  will 
not  justify  your  incivility,  or  retract  it,  or  name  a  nlace 
of  meeting,  you  must  here  undergo  the  hard  worn  and 
the  hard  blow." 


"Neither  will  be  necessary,"  said  Ravenswood; 
"I  am  satisfied  with  what  I  nave  done  to  avoid  an 
affair  with  you.  If  you  are  serious,  this  place  will 
serve  as  well  as  another." 

"  Disnraunr  then,  and  draw,"  said  Bucklaw,  sening 
him  an  example.  "I  always  thought  and  said  you 
were  a  pretty  man ;  I  should  be  sorry  to  report  you 
otherwise." 

"  You  shall  have  no  reason,  sir,"  said  Ravenswood, 
ahghting,  and  putting  himself  into  a  posture  of  de- 
fence. 

Their  swords  crossed,  and  the  combat  oompenced 
wtth  great  spirit  on  the  part  of  Bucklaw,  wrio  was 
well  accustomed  to  affairs  of  the  kiiid,  and  distin- 
guished by  address  and  dexterity  at  his  weapon.  In 
the  present  case,  however,  he  did  not  use  his  skill  to 
advantage ;  for,  having  lost  temper  at  the  cool  and 
contemptuous  manner  in  wbich  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood had  long  refused,  and  at  length  granted 
him  satisfaction,  and  urged  by  his  impatience,  hft 
adopted  the  part  of  an  assailant  with  inconsiderate 
eagerness.  The  Master^  with  ec^ual  skill,  and  much 
greater  composure,  remamed  chiefly  on  the  defensive, 
and  even  declined  to  avail  himself  of  one  or  two 
advantages  afforded  him  by  the  eagerness  of  his  ad- 
versary. At  length,  in  a  desperate  lunge,  which  he 
followed  with  an  attempt  to  close,  Bucklaw's  foot 
slipped,  and  he  fell  on  the  short  grassy  turf  on  lA'hicb 
they  were  fighting.  "  Take  your  life,  sir,"  said  the 
Master  of  Rieivenswood,  "  ana  mend  it  if  you  can." 

"  It  would  be  but  a  cobbled  piece  of  work,  I  fear^" 
said  Bucklaw.  rising  slowly  and  gathering  up  his 
sword,  much  less  disconcerted  with  the  issue  of  the 
combat  than  could  have  been  expected  from  the  im- 
petuosity, cf  his  temper.  "I  thank  you  for  my  life, 
Master,  he  pursued.  "  There  is  my  hand,  I  bear  no 
ill-will  to  you,  either  for  my  bad  luck  or  your  better 
swordmanship." 

The  Master  looked  steadily  at  him  for  an  instant, 
then  extended  his  hand  to  him.— "  Bucklaw,"  he 
said,  "  you  are  a  generous  fellow,  and  I  have  done 
you  wrong.  I  heartily  ask  your  pardon  for  the  ex- 
pression which  offended  you;  it  was  hastily  and 
mcautiously  uttered,  and  I  am  convinced  it  is  totally 
misapplied." 

"Are  you  indeed.  Master?"  said  Bucklaw,  his  face 
resuming  at  once  its  natural  expression  of  lij^t- 
hearted  carelessness  and  audacity ;  "  that  is  more 
tban  I  expected  of  you ;  for.  Master,  men  say  ytx 
are  not  ready  to  retract  your  opinions  and  your  lan- 
guage." 

"Not  when  I  have  well  considered  them,"  said 
the  Master. 

"  Then  you  are  a  little  wiser  than  I  am,  for  I  al- 
ways give  my  fnend  satisfaction  first,  and  explana- 
tion afterwards.  If  one  of  us  falls,  all  accounts  are 
settled ;  if  not,  men  are  never  so  ready  for  peace  as 
after  war.— But  what  does  that  bawhng  brat  of  a  boT 
want?"  said  Bucklaw.  "I  wish  to  Heaven  he  bad 
come  a  few  minutes  sooner!  and  yet  it  must  have 
been  ended  some  time,  and  perhaps  this  way  is  as 
well  as  any  other." 

As  he  spoke,  the  boy  he  mentioned  came  up,  cud- 
gelling an  ass,  on  which  be  was  mounted,  to  the  top 
of  its  speed,  and  sending,  like  one  of  Ossian's  heroes, 
his  voice  before  him, — "  uentleroen, — gentlemen,  save 
yourselves!  for  the  gudewife  bade  us  tell  ye  there 
were  folk  in  her  house  had  taen  Captain  Crawengeit. 
and  were  seeking  for  Bucklaw,  and  that  ye  behoved 
to  ride  for  it." 

"  By  my  faith,  and  that's  very  true,  my  man,"  said 
Bucklaw;  "and  there's  a  silver  sixpence  for  your 
news,  and  I  would  give  any  man  twice  as  mudi 
would  tell  me  which  way  I  should  ride." 

"Thtt  will  I,  Bucklaw,"  said  Ravenswood  ;  **  ride 
home  to  Wolf's  Crag  with  me.  There  are  places  in 
the  old  tower  where  you  might  he  hid,  were  a  thou- 
sand men  to  seek  you." 

"  But  that  will  bring  you  into  trouble  yourself;  Mas* 
ter ;  and  unless  you  be  m  the  Jacobite  scrape  already 
it  is  quits  needless  for  me  to  drag  you  in." 

"  Not  a  whit ;  I  have  nothing  to  fear." 

"Then  I  will  ride  with  you  blithely,  for.  to  say  tbe 
troth,  I  do  not  know  the  rendesvous  tnat  Onipt 
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wat  to  guide  m  to  this  night;  and  I  am  sure  that,  if  he 
it  taken,  he  will  tcdl  all  the  truth  of  me,  and  twenty 
lies  of  jrou,  in  order  to  save  himself  from  the  wilhie. 

They  mounted,  and  rode  off  in  company  accord- 
ingljr,  sthkinj^  off  the  ordinary  road,  ana  holding 
their  way  by  wiM  moorish  unfrequented  paths,  with 
which  the  mntleraen  were  well  acquainted  from  the 
exercise  of  the  chase,  but  through  which  others 
would  have  had  much  difficuhy  in  tracing  their 
course.  They  rode  for  some  time  in  silence,  making 
such  haste  as  the  condition  of  RaTenswood*8  horse 
permitted,  until  night  having  gradually  closed  around 
them,  they  discontinued  thar  speed,  both  from  the 
diflSculty  of  discovering  their  path,  and  from  the 
hope  that  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of  pursuit  or 
OMervatioiL 

**Aad  now  that  we  have  drawn  bridle  abit,"  said 
Bucklaw,  "I  would  fain  ask  you  a  question,  Master." 


Qist,— ^'VVhat,  in  the  name  of  old  Sathan,  could 
make  rou,  who  stand  so  highly  on  your  reputation, 
think  tor  a  moment  of  drawing  up  with  such  a  rogue 
u  Craigengelt,  and  such  a  scape-grace  as  folk  call 

"  Simply,  because  I  was  desperate^  and  sought  des- 
perate associates." 

**  And  what  made  you  break  off  from  as  at  the  near- 
est T'  again  demanded  Bucklaw. 

^'Because  I  had  changed  my  mind,"  said  the  Mas- 
ter, ''and  renounced  my  enterprise,  at  least  for  the 
present  .4nd  now  that  I  have  answered  your  ques- 
tions fairiy  and  frankly,  tell  me  what  makes  you 
usodate  with  Craigengelt.  so  much  beneath  you 
both  in  birth  and  in  spirit  ? 

"In  plain  terms,"  answered  Bucklaw,  "because  I 
vn  afisoL  who  have  gambled  away  my  land  in  these 
tiroes.  My  grand-aunt.  Lady  Gimington,  has  taen  a 
new  tack  of  life  I  think,  and  I  could  only  hope  to  get 
something  bv  a  change  of  government.  Cragie  was  a 
son  of  gambling  ai^quaintance ;  he  saw  my  condition ; 
and,  as  the  devil  ia  always  at  one's  elbow,  told  me 
fifty  lies  about  his  credentials  from  Versailles,  and  his 
interest  at  Saint  Qcrmains,  promised  me  a  captain's 
commission  at  Paris,  and  I  nave  been  ass  enough  to 
put  my  thumb  under  nis  belt.  I  daresay,  bv  this  time, 
he  has  told  a  dozen  pretty  stories  of  me  to  the  govem- 
ment  And  this  is  what  I  have  got  by  wine,  women, 
and  dice,  cocks,  dogs,  and  horses." 

"Ves,  Bucklaw,'^ said  the  Master,  "you  have  in- 
deed nourished  in  your  bosom  the  snakes  that  are 
now  slinging  you."  ,.    ,  ,  . 

"That  s  home  a  a  well  as  true.  Master,"  replied  his 
companion ;  "b»jf,  by  your  leave,  you  have  nursed  in 
yoar  bosom  one  great  goodly  snake  that  has  swal- 
lowed all  the  rest,  and  is  as  sure  to  devour  you  as  my 
half  dozen  are  to  make  a  meal  on  all  that's  left  of 
Bucklaw,  which  ia  but  what  Ues  betwecii  bonnet  and 
boot-heel." 

**!  must  not,"  answered  the  Master  of  Ravens- 
wood,  "challenge  the  freedom  of  speech  in  which  I 
hare  set  example.  What,  to  speak  without  a  meta- 
phor, do  you  call  t^  monstrous  passion,  which  you 
charee  me  with  fostering'?"  .   . 

"  Revenge,  my  good  sir,  revenge ;  which,  if  it  be  as 

.gentleman-like  a  sin  as  wine  and  wasst^U,  with  their 

d  ctderas,  is  equally  unchristian,  and  not  so  blood- 

m  It  is  better  breaking  a  park-pale  to  watch  a  doe 

or  damsel,  than  to  shoot  an  old  man." 

*'I  deny  the  purpose,"  said  the  Master  of  Ravens- 
wood.  '^On  my  soul,  I  had  no  such  intention;  I 
tnetnt  but  to  confront  the  oppressor  ere  I  left  my 
native  land,  and  upbraid  him  with  his  tyranny  and 
its  consequences.  I  would  have  stated  iny  wrongs  so 
that  thev  would  have  shaken  his  soul  within  him." 

"  Yes,^'  answered  Bucklaw,  "  and  he  would  have 
collared  you,  and  cried  help,  and  then  you  would  have 
shaken  the  soul  otii  of  him,  I  suppose.  Your  very 
look  and  manner  would  have  frightened  the  old  man 
to  death." 

''Consider  the  provocation,"  answered  RaveiM- 
wood—"  consider  the  ruin  and  death  procured  and 
cnsed  bf  his  hard-hearted  craelty— an  ancient  houw 


destroyed,  an  affectionate  father  murdered !  Why,  la 
our  old  Scottish  days,  he  that  sat  ouiet  under  such 
wrongs,  would  have  been  held  neither  fit  to  back  a 
friend  nor  face  a  foe." 

"  Well,  Master,  1  am  glad  to  see  that  the  devil  deals 
as  cunningly  with  other  folk  as  he  deals  with  me; 
for  whenever  I  am  about  to  commit  any  folly,  he  per- 
suades me  it  is  the  most  necessary,  gallant  gentle- 
man-like thing  on  earth,  and  I  am  up  to  sadalegirtha 
in  the  bog  before  I  see  that  the  ground  is  soft.    And 

you,  Master,  might  have  turned  out  a  murd a 

homicide,  juat  out  of  pure  respect  for  your  father's 
memory. 

"There  is  more  sense  in  your  language,  Bucklaw," 
replied  the  Master,  "than  might  have  been  expected 
from  your  conduct  It  is  too  true,  our  vices  steal 
upon  us  in  forms  outwardly  as  fiahr  as  those  of  the 
demons  whom  the  superstitious  represent  as  intrigu- 
ing with  the  human  race,  and  are  not  discovered^in 
their  native  hideousness  until  we  have  clasped  them 
in  our  arms," 

"  But  we  may  throw  them  from  us,  though."  Mid 
Bucklaw,  "  ana  that  is  what  I  shall  think  of  doing 
one  of  these  days,— that  is,  when  old  Lady  Giming- 
ton dies." 

"  Did  you  ever  hear  the  expression  of  the  English 
divine  T  said  Ravenswood— " '  Hell  is  paved  with 
good  intentions'— as  much  as  to  say,  they  are  more 
often  formed  than  executed." 

"Well,"  replied  Bucklaw,  "but  I  will  begin  this 
blessed  night,  and  have  determined  not  to  drink 
above  one  quart  of  wine,  unless  your  claret  be  of 
extraordinaiy  quality." 

"You  will  find  little  to  tempt  youat Wolf  sCraf," 
said  the  Master.  "I  know  not  that  I  can  pronuse 
you  more  than  the  shelter  of  my  roof  ^  all,  and  more 
than  all,  our  stock  of  wine  and  provisions  was  ex- 
hausted at  the  late  occasion." 

"  Long  may  it  be  ere  provision  is  needed  for  the 
like  Durpose,"  answered  Bucklaw ;  "  but  you  should 
not  orink  up  the  last  flask  at  a  dirge;  there  is  ill  luck 
in  that" 

"  There  is  ill  luck,  I  think,  in  whatever  belongs  to 
me,"  said  Ravenswood.  "  But  yonder  is  Wolf's  Crag, 
and  whatever  it  still  contains  is  at  your  service." 

The  roar  of  the  sea  had  long  announced  their  ap- 
proach to  the  cliffs,  on  the  summit  of  which,  like  the 
nest  of  some  sea-eagle,  the  founder  of  tlie  fortahce 
had  perched  his  eyry.    The  pale  moon,  which  had 
hitherto  been  contending  with  flitting  clouds,  now 
shone  out,  and  j?ave  them  a  view  of  the  solitary  and 
naked  tower,  situated  on  a  projecting  cliff  that  bee- 
tled on  the  German  Ocean.    On  three  sides  the  rock 
was  precipitous;  on  the  fourth,  which  was  that  to- 
wards the  land,  it  had  been  originally  fenced  by  an 
artificial  ditch  and  drawbridge,  but  the  latter  was 
broken  down  and  ruinous,  and  the  former  had  been 
in  part  filled  up,  so  as  lo  allow  passage  for  a  horse- 
man into  the  narrow  court-yard,  encircled  on  two 
aides  with  low  offices  and  stables,  partly  ruinous,  and 
closed  on  the  landward  front  by  a  low  embattled 
wall,  while  the  remaining  side  of  the  quadrangle  was 
occupied  bv  the  tower  itselfi  which,  taul  and  narrow, 
and  Duilt  of  a  grayish  stoneL  stood  glimmering  in  the 
moonlight,  like  the  sheeted  spectre  of  some  huge 
giant    A  wilder,  or  more  disconsolate  dwelling,  it 
w^a  perhaps  difficult  to  conceive.     The  sombrous 
and  heavy  sound  of  the  billows,  successively  dashing 
against  the  rocky  beach  at  a  profound  distance  be- 
neath, was  to  the  ear  what  the  landscape  was  to  the 
eye — a  symbol  of  unvaried  and  monotonous  melan- 
choly, not  unmingled  with  horror. 

Although  the  night  was  not  far  advanced,  there 
was  no  sign  of  living  inhabitant  about  thia  forlorn 
abode,  excepting  that  one,  and  only  one,  of  the  nar- 
row and  siancnelled  windows  which  appeared  at 
irregular  heights  and  distances  in  ihewalls  of  the 
bulging,  showed  a  small  glimmer  of  light. 

"There,"  said  Ravenswood,  "sits  the  only  male 
domestic  that  remains  to  the  house  of  Ravenswood; 
and  it  is  well  that  he  does  remain  there,  since  otter- 
wise,  we  had  Uttle  hope  to  find  either  light  or  fire. 
But  follow  me  cautiously ;  the  road  is  narrow,  and 
admits  only  one  horse  in  front" 


In  efiect,  the  path  led  along akind  of  isthmus,  at 
the  peninmilar  extremity  of  which  the  tower  was 
sitiiated,  with  that  exclusive  attention  to  strength 
and  security,  in  preference  to  every  circuinetance  of 
convenience,  which  dictated  to  the  Scotiish  barons 
the  choice  of  their  situations,  as  well  as  their  style  of 
butldine. 

By  adopting  the  cautious  mode  of  approach  recom- 
mended by  the  proprietor  of  this  wild  hold,  they 
entered  the  court-yard  in  safety.  But  it  was  long  ere 
the  efforts  of  Ravenswood,  though  loudly  exerted  by 
knocking  at  llie  low-browed  entrance;  and  repfcated 
shouts  to  Caleb  to  open  the  gate  and  admit  them, 
received  any  answer. 

"The  old  man  must  be  departed,"  he  began  to  say, 
"or  fallen  into  some  fit;  for  the  noise  I  nave  mada 
would  have  waked  the  seven  sleepers." 

At  length  a  timid  and  hesitating  voice  repUed, — 
"  Mastei^— Master  of  Ravenswood,  is  it  you?" 

"  Yes,  it  is  I,  Caleb ;  open  the  door  quickly  ?" 

"But  IB  it  you  in  very  I»lood  and  body?  For  I 
would  sooner  face  fifty  deeviis  as  my  master's  ghaist, 
or  even  his  wraith, — wherefore,  aroint  ye,  if  ye  were 
ten  times  my  master,  unless  ye  come  in  bodily  shape, 
lith  and  limb." 

"It  is  I,  you  old  fool,"  answered  Ravenswood,  "in 
bodily  sliape,  and  alive,  save  that  I  am  half  dead  with 
cold.'' 

The  light  at  the  upper  window  disappeared,  and 
glancing  from  loop-hole  to  loop-hole  in  slow  succes- 
aK>n.  gave  intimation  that  the  bearer  was  in  the  act 
of  descending,  with  great  dehberation,  a  winding 
staircase  occupying  one  of  the  turrets  which  graced 
the  angles  of  the  old  tower.  The  tardiness  of  his 
descent  extracted  some  exclamations  of  impatience 
from  Ravenswood,  and  several  oaths  from  his  less 
patient  and  more  mercurial  companion.  Caleb  again 
paused  ere  he  unbolted  the  door,  and  once  more 
asked,  if  they  were  men  of  mould  that  demanded 
entrance  at  tnis  time  of  night  ? 

"  Were  I  near  you,  you  old  fool,"  said  Bucklaw,  "  I 
would  give  you  sumcient  proofs  of  my  bodily  con- 
dition.'^ 

"  Open  the  gate,  Caleb,"  said  his  master,  in  a  more 
soothing  tone,  partly  from  his  regard  to  the  ancient 
and  faithful  seneschal,  partly  perhaps  because  he 
thought  that  angry  words  would  be  thrown  away,  so 
long  as  Caleb  had  a  stout  iron-clenched  oaken  door 
betwixt  his  person  and  the  speakers. 

At  length  Caleb,  with  a  trembling  hand,  undid  the 
bars,  opened  the  heavy  door,  and  stood  before  them, 
exhibiting  his  thin  gray  hairs,  bald  forehead,  and 
sharp  high  features,  liluniinateti  by  a  quivering  lamp 
which  he  held  in  one  hand,  while  ne  shaded  and  pro- 
4ected  its  flame  with  the  other.  The  timorous  cour- 
teous glance  which  he  threw  around  him— the  efTcet 
of  the  partial  light  upon  his  white  hair  and  illumined 
features,  might  have  made  a  good  painting;  but  our 
travellers  were  too  impniient  lor  security  against  the 
rising  storm,  to  permit  them  to  indulge  inemselves  in 
studying  the  picturesque.  "  Is  it  you,  my  dear  mas- 
ter? is  it  you  yourself,  indeed?"  exclaimed  the  old 
domestic.  "I  am  wae  ye  suld  hae  stude  waiting  at 
your  ain  gate ;  but  wha  wad  hae  thought  o'  Feeing  ye 
sae  sune,  and  a  strange  gentleman  with  a— (Here  he 
exclaimed  apart,  as  it  were,  and  to  some  inmate  of 
the  tower,  in  a  voice  not  meant  to  be  heard  by  thqse 
in  the  court)— Mysie— My sie  woman!  stir  for  dear 
life,  and  get  the  fire  mended;  take  the  auld  three- 
legged  stool,  or  ony  thing  that's  readiest  that  will 
make  a  lowe.— I  doubt  we  are  but  puirly  provided,  no 
expecting  ye  this  some  months,  when  doubtless  ve 
wad  hae  been  received  conform  ml  your  rank,  as  guue 
right  is :  but  natheless'* 

'  Natheless,  Caleb,"  said  the  Master, "  we  must 
have  our  horses  put  up,  and  ourselves  too,  the  best 
way  we  can.  I  nope  you  are  not  sorry  to  see  me 
sooner  than  you  expected  ?" 

"  Sorry,  mV  lord !— I  am  sure  ye  sail  aye  be  my  lord 
wi'  honest  folk,  as  your  noble  ancestors  hae  been 
these  three  hundred  years,  and  never  asked  a  Whig's 
leave.^  Sorry  to  see  the  Lord  of  Raven  swod  at  ane  o' 
his  ain  castles !— (Then  again  apart  to  his  unseen 
associate  behind  the  screen)— Mysie,  kill  the  brood* 
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hen  without  thinking  twice  on  it ;  let  them  care  that 
come  ahifit.— No  to  say  it's  our  best  dwelling,"  he 
added,  turning  to  Bucklaw;  "but  just  a  strength  for 
the  Lord  of  Ravenswood  to  flee  until,— that  is  no  to 
Jlee^  but  to  retreat  until  in  troublous  times,  like  the 
present,  when  it  was  ill  convenient  for  him  to  hve 
farther  in  the  country  in  ony  of  his  better  and  mair 
principal  manors;  but,  for  its  antiquity,  maist  folk 
think  that  the  outside  of  Wolfs  Craig  is  worthy  of  a 
large  perusal." 

And  you  are  determined  we  shall  have  time  to 
make  it,"  said  Ravenswood.  somewhat  amused  with 
the  shifts  the  old  man  used  to  detain  them  without 
doors,  until  his  confederate  Mysie  had  made  her  pre- 
parations within. 

"O,  never  mind  the  outside  of  the  house,  my  good 
friend,"  said  Bucklaw ;  let's  see  the  inside,  ana  let 
our  horses  see  the  stable,  that's  all." 

"O  yes,  sir — ay,  sir,— unquestionpbly,  sir— my  lord 
and  ony  of  his  honourable  companions"—— 

"But  our  horses,  niv  old  fnend~our  horses;  they 
will  be  dead-foundertd  by  standing  here  in  the  cold 
after  riding  hard,  and  mine  is  too  good  to  bo  ^loiled ; 
therefore,  once  more,  our  horses,  exclaimed  Buck- 
law. 

"True — ay  —  j'our  horses  —  yes  —  I  will  call  the 
grooms;"  and  sturdily  did  Cakb  roar  till  the  old 
tower  rang  again,—  John,  William-— Saunders! — 
The  lads  are  gane  out,.or  sleeping,"  he  observed,  after 
pausing  for  an  answer  which  he  knew  that  he  had 
no  human  chance  of  receiving.  "  A'  gaes  wrang 
when  the  Master's  out  by ;  but  I'll  take  care  o'  your 
cattle  myst  11." 

"1  think  you  had  better,"  said  Ravenswood.  "other- 
wise I  see  little  chance  of  their  being  attended  to  at 
all." 

"  Whisht,  my  lord,— whisht,  for  God's  sake,"  saiu 
Caleb,  in  an  imploring  tone,  and  apart  to  his  master; 
"if  ye  dinna  regard  your  ain  credit,  think  on  mino; 
we'll  hae  hard  eneugh  waHc  to  mak  a  decent  night 
o't,  wi'  a'  the  lees  J  can  tell." 


go  to 


"  Well,  weU,  never  mind,"  said  his  master; 
the  stable.    There  is  hay  and  com,  I  tnist  ?" 

"  Ou  ay,  plenty  of  hay  and  com ;"  this  was  uttered 
boldly  and  aloud,  and,  in  a  lower  tone,  "  there  was 
some  half  fous  o'  aits,  and  some  taits  o'  meadow- 
hay,  left  after  the  burial." 

"  Very  well,"  said  Ravenswood.  taking  the  lamp 
from  his  domostic's  unwilling  hand,  "I  will  show  the 
stranger  up  stairs  myself." 

"  I  canna  think  o'  that,  my  lord ;— if  ye  wad  but 
have  five  minutes,  or  ten  minutes,  or,  at  roeisL  a 
quarter  of  an  hour's  patience,  and  look  at  the  fine 
moonlight  prospect  of  the  Bass  and  North- Berwick 
Law  tul  I  sort  the  horses,  I  would  marshal  ye  up,  as 
reason  is  ye  suld  be  marshalled,  your  lordship  and 
your  honourable  visiter.  And  I  hae  lockit  up  the  sil- 
ler candlesticks,  and  the  lamp  is  not  fit" 

"It  will  do  very  well  in  the  mean  time,"  said  Ra- 
venswood, "  and  you  will  have  no  difficulty  for  want 
of  light  in  the  stable,  for,  if  1  recollect,  half  the  roof  is 

"Very  true,  my  lord,"  replied  the  trusty  adherent, 
and  with  ready  wii  instantly  added,  "and  the  lazy 
eclater  loons  nave  never  come  to  put  it  on  a'  this 
while,  your  lordship." 

"  It  I  were  disposed  to  jest  at  the  calamities  of  my 
house,"  said  Ravenswood,  as  he  led  the  way  up  stairs, 
"poor  old  Caleb  would  furnish  me  with  ample  means. 
His  passion  consists  in  representing  things  about  our 
miserable  menage,  not  as  they  are,  out  as,  in  his  opi- 
nion, they  ought  to  be;  and,  to  say  the  truth,  I  have 
been  often  diverted  with  the  poor  wretch's  expedients 
to  supply  what  he  thought  was  essential  for  the  credit 
of  the  family,  and  his  still  more  generous  apologies 
for  the  want  of  those  articles  for  vvhich  his  ingenuity 
could  discover  no  substitute.  But  though  the  tower 
is  none  of  the  largest,  I  shall  have  some  trouble  with- 
out him  to  find  the  apartment  in  which  there  is  a 
fire." 

As  he  spoke  thus,  he  opened  the  door  of  the  halL 
"  Here,  at  least,"  he  said,  "  there  is  neither  hearth  nor 
harbour." 

It  was  iadsed  a  sesne  of  desolation.  Alsrgemlisd 
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room,  ibe  beams  of  which,  combined  like  those  of 
WoBtminster-Hall,  were  rudely  canred  at  the  extre- 
mities nmaiued  nearly  in  the  situation  in  which  it 
had  been  left  after  the  entertainment  at  Allan  Lord 
RavcDswood'a  funeral  Overturned  pitchers,  and 
black  jifkst  and  pewter  stoupa,  and  flagons,  still 
ctunbered  the  large  oaken  table ;  classes,  tnose  more 
penshable  implements  of  conviviahty,  many  of  which 
had  been  voluntarily  sacrificed  by  the  guests  in  their 
fntbosiastic  pledges  to  favourite  toasts^  strewed  the 
siooe  floor  with  tneir  fragments.  As  for  the  articles 
of  plate,  lent  for  the  purpose  by  fiiends  and  kinsfolk, 
those  had  been  caiefiilly  withdrawn  so  soon  as  the 
ostentatious  di^ay  of  festivity,  equally  unnecessary 
ami  strangely  limed,  had  been  maae  and  ended.  No- 
thing in  Miok,  remained  that  indicated  wealth ;  all 
the  signs  were  those  of  recent  wastefulness,  and  pre- 
sent desolation.  The  black  cloth  hangings,  which, 
on  the  late  mournful  occasion,  replaced  the  tatterca 
moth-eaten  tapestries,  had  been  partly  pulled  down, 
and  dansling  from  the  wall  in  irregular  festoons,  dis- 
closed the  rough  stonowork  of  the  building,  un- 
smoothed  either  by  plaster  or  the  chisel  The  seats 
thrown  down,  or  left  in  disorder,  intimated  the  care- 
leas  ooDfunon  which  had  concluded  the  mournful 
revel  "This  room,"  said  Ravenswood,  holding  up 
the  lamp— "this  room,  Mr.  Hayston,  was  riotous 
when  it  should  have  been  sad ;  it  is  a  just  retribution 
that  it  should  now  be  sad  when  it  ought  to  be  cheer- 

Tbey  left  this  disconsolate  apartment,  and  went  up 
stairs,  where,  after  opening  one  or  two  doors  in  vain, 
Ravenswood  led  the  way  into  a  little  matted  anti- 
room,  in  which,  to  their  great  joy,  they  found  a  tolera- 
bly good  fir&  which  Myaie,  by  some  such  expedient 
as  Caleb  baa  saggeBted.  had  suppUed  with  a  reasona- 
ble quantity  of  fuel  Glad  at  the  heart  to  see  more  of 
comfort  than  the  castle  had  yet  seemed  to  offer.  Buck- 
law  rubbed  his  hands  heartily  over  the  fire,  and  now 
Listened  with  more  complacency  to  the  apologies 
which  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  offered.  **  Com- 
fcrt,"  he  said,  "I  cannot  provide  for  you,  for  I  have  it 
notfqr  myself ;  it  is  long  since  these  walls  l»ve  known 
it,  it,  indeed,  they  were  ever  acquainted  witli  it  Shel- 
t«;r  sad  safety,  I  think,  I  can  promise  you." 
^  "Excellent  matterk  Master,"  replied  Bucklaw, 
"and,  with  a  mouthful  of  food  and  wine,  positively 
all  I  can  require  to-night." 

"I  fear,"  sakl  the  Master,  "your  supper  will  be  a 
PpOTone;  I  hear  the  matter  jn  discussion  betwixt 
Caleb  and  Hysie.  Poor  Balderston  is  something 
deal  amonpt  his  other  accomplishments,  so  that 
nn^  of  what  he  means  shoula  be  spoken  aside  is 
oveAwid  by  the  whole  audiencoj  and  especiallr  by 
those  nom  whom  he  is  nmst  anxious  to  conceal  his 
prmie  manoeuvres— Hark  f* 

Theyhsftened,  and  heard  the  old  domestic's  voice 
ui  convemtion  with  Mysie  to  the  following  efiect. 
*  Just  mak  the  beat  o't,  mak  the  best  o't,  woman; 
t*  8  way  to  pat  a  fair  face  on  ony  thing." 

Bnl  the  auld  brood-hen  ?— she'll  be  as  teugh  as 
boy-strings  and  bend-leather  f 
^^av  jre  made  a  mistake— say  ye  made  a  mistake, 
Mroe,' rephed  the  faithful  seneschal,  in  a  soothing 
•MTOdertoned  voice;  "  tak  it  a'  on  yoursell ;  never 
IsMji  credit  0*  the  house  suffer." 
^Batibe  brood-hen,"  remonstrated  Mysi&— "ou, 
Hhri  ntiing  some  gate  aneath  the  dais  m  the  hall, 
,«m  finred  to  gae  in  in  the  dark  for  the  bogle ; 
I  ^idna  see  the  bogle,  I  could  as  01  see  the  hen, 
.  -^P^t-roiik,  and  there's  no  another  Ught  in  the 
gjjftlfve  that  very  blessed  lamp  whilk  the  Master 
f^iL  ain  hand.  And  if  I  had  the  hen,  she's  to 
PjM*>oto  draw,  and  to  dress ;  how  can  I  do  that,  and 
tnjMjWing  by  the  only  fire  we  havef' 

.        "^  ^^^  Mysie,"  said  the  butler,  "bide  ye 
^2^fw|ee,  and  Til  try  to  get  the  lamp  wiled  away 

A«onimgly,  Caleb  Balderston  entered  the  apart- 
ment, iitUe  aware  that  so  much  of  his  by-play  had 
been  audible  there.  "  Well  Caleb,  my  old  friend,  is 
there  any  chance  of  supper  1"  said  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood. 

•*  Cfeonce  of  supper,  your  lordship?"  said  Caleb, 
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with  an  emphasis  of  strong  scorn  at  the  implied 
doubt,— 'i  How  should  there  be  any  question  of  that, 
and  us  in  your  lordshb's  house  ?— Chance  of  supper, 
indeed !— but  ye'll  no  be  for  butcher-meat  ?  There's 
walth  o'  fat  poultry,  ready  either  for  spit  or  brander— 
The  fat  capon,  Mysie !"  he  added,  calling  out  as  boldly 
as  if  such  a  thing  had  been  in  existence. 

_  **  Quite  unnecessary,"  said  Bucklaw,  who  deemed 
himself  boimd  in  courtesy  to  relieve  some  part  of  the 
anxious  butler's  perplexity,  "  if  you  have  any  thing 
cold,  or  a  morsel  of  bread. 

\'  The  best  of  bannocks !"  exclaimed  Caleb,  much 
relieved;  "and.  for  cauld  meat,  a'  that  we  hae  is 
cauld  eneugh,— howbeit  maist  of  the  cauld  meat  and 
pastry  was  gien  to  the  poor  folk  after  the  ceremony  of 
mterment,  as  gude  reason  was ;  nevertheless" 

"  Come,  Caleb,"  said  the  Master  of  Ravenswood, 
"  I  must  cut  this  matter  short  This  is  the  young 
laird  of  Bucklaw;  be  is  tuider  hiding,  and  therefore, 
you  know" — 

"  He'll  be  nae  nicer  than  your  lordship's  honour. 
rse  warrant,"  answered  Caleb,  cheerfWly,  with  a  nod 
of  intelligence;  "I  am  sorry  that  the  gentleman  is 
under  distress,  but  I  am  blithe  that  he  canna  say 
niuckle  agane  our  house-keeping,  for  I  believe  his  ain 
pinches  may  match  ours ;— no  that  we  are  pmched, 
thank  Grod,  he  added,  retracting  the  admission  which 
he  had  made  in  his  first  burst  of  joy,  "but  nac  doubt 
we  are  waur  aff  than  we  hae  been,  or  suld  be.  And 
for  eating,— what  signifies  tellings  lee  7  there's  just 
the  hinder  end  of  the  mutton-ham  that  has  been  but 
three  times  on  the  table,  and  the  nearer  the  bane  the 
sweeter,  as  your  honours  weel  ken  ;  and— there's  the 
heel  of  the  ewe-milk  kebbuck,  wi'  a  bit  of  nice  but- 
ter, and— and— that's  a'  that's  to  trust  to."  And 
with  great  alacrity  he  produced  his  slender  stock  of 
provisions,  and  placed  them  with  much  formality 
upon  a  small  round  table  betwixt  the  two  gentlemen, 
who  were  not  deterred  either  bv  the  homely  quality 
or  Umited  Quantity  of  the  repast  from  doing  it' full  jus- 
tice. Caleb  in  the  mean  while  waited  on  them  with 
grave  ofiiciousness,  as  if  anxious  to  make  up.  by  his 
own  respectful  assiduity,  for  the  want  of  all  other 
attendance. 

But  alas !  how  little  on  such  occasions  can  form, 
however  anxiously  and  scrupulously  observed,  supply 
the  lack  of  substantial  fare  !  Bucklaw,  who  had  ea- 
gerly eaten  a  considerable  portion  of  the  thrice-sacked 
mutton-ham,  now  began  to  demand  ale. 

"I  wadna  just  presume  to^  recommend  our  ale," 
said  Caleb ;  the  maut  was  ill  made,  and  there  was 
awfu'  thunder  last  week;  buc  siccan  water  as  the 
Tower  well  has  ye'll  seldom  see,  Bucklaw,  and  that 
I'se  engage  for." 

"  But  if  your  ale  is  bad.  you  can  let  us  have  some 
wine,"  said  Bucklaw,  making  a  grimace  at  the  men- 
tion of  the  pure  element  which  Caleb  so  eamesdy 
recommended. 

"  Wine  7"  answered  Caleb,  imdauntedly,  "  eneugh 
of  wine :  it  was  but  twa  days  syne— wae's  me  for  me 
cause— there  was  as  much  wine  drunk  in  this  house 
as  would  have  floated  a  pinnace.  There  never  was 
lack  of  wine  at  Wolf's  Crag." 

"  Do  fetch  us  some  then,"  said  his  master.  "  in- 
stead of  talking  about  it."  And  Caleb  boldly  de- 
parted. 

Every  expended  butt  in  the  old  cellar  did  he  set 
a-tilt,  and  shake  with  the  desperate  expectation  of 
collecting  enough  of  the  grounds  of  claret  t9  fill  the 
large  pewter  measure  which  he  carried  in  his  hand. 
Alas !  each  had  been  too  devoutly  drained :  and,  with 
all  the  squeezing  and  manoeuvring  which  his  craft  as 
a  butler  suggested,  he  could  only  collect  about  half  a 
quart  that  seemed  presentable.  Still,  however,  Caleb 
was  too  good  a  general  to  renounce  the  field  without 
a  stratagem  to  cover  his  retreat.  He  undauntedly 
threw  down  an  empty  flagon,  as  if  he  had  stumbled 
at  the  entrance  of  the  apartment ;  called  upon  Mysie 
to  wipe  up  the  wine  that  had  never  been  spilt,  and 
placing  the  other  vessel  on  the  table,  hoped  there  was 
still  enough  left  for  their  honoiirs.  There  was  indeed : 
for  even  Bucklaw,  a  sworn  friend  to  the  grape,  found 
no  encouragement  to  renew  his  first  attack  upon  the 
vintage  of  Wolfs  Crag,  but  contented  himseK  bow- 
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ever  reluctantly,  with  a  draught  of  fair  water.  Ar- 
rangements were  now  made  for  his  repose ;  and  as 
the  secret  chamber  was  assigned  for  this  purpose,  it 
furnished  Caleb  with  a  first-rate  and  most  plausible 
apology  for  all  deficiencies  of  furniture,  bedding,  &c. 
"  For  wha,"  said  he,  "  would  have  thought  of  the 
secret  chaumer  being  needed  1  it  has  not  been  used 
since  the  time  of  the  Uowrie  Conspiracy,  and  I  durst 
never  let  a  woman  ken  of  the  entrance  to  it,  or  your 
honour  will  allow  that  it  wad  not  hae  been  a  secret 
chaumer  lang." 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

ThA  hearth  in  hall  was  black  and  dead, 
No  board  was  diffht  hi  bower  within, 

Nor  merry  bowl  nor  welcome  bed ; 
"  Here's  sorry  cheer,"  quoth  the  Heir  of  Linne. 

OtdBaUtd. 

The  feelings  of  the  prodigal  Heir  of  Linne,  as  ex- 
pressed in  that  excellent  old  song,  when,  after  dissi- 
pating his  whole  fortune,  he  found  himself  the  de- 
serted inhabitant  of  "the  lonely  lodge,"  might  per- 
haps have  some  resemblance  to  those  of  the  Master 
of  Ravenswood  in  his  deserted  manaon  of  Wolf's 
Crag.  The  Master,  however,  had  this  advantage  over 
the  spendthrift  in  the  legend,  that  if  he  was  in  simi- 
lar distress,  he  could  not  impute  it  to  his  own  impru- 
dence. His  misery  had  been  bequeathed  to  him  by 
his  father,  and,  joined  to  his  high  blood,  and  to  a  title 
which  the  courteous  mi^t  give,  or  the  churlish  with- 
hold, at  their  pleasure,  it  was  the  whole-  inheritance 
he  had  derived  fh)m  his  ancestry. 

Perhaps  this  melancholy,  yet  consolatory  reflec- 
tion, crossed  the  mind  of  the  unfortunate  young  no- 
bleman with  a  breathing  of  comfort.  Favourable  to 
calm  reflection,  as  well  as  to  the  Muses,  the  morning, 
while  it  dispelled  the  shades  of  night,  had  a  compos- 
ing and  sedative  effect  upon  the  stormv  passions  by 
which  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  had  been  agitated 
on  the  preceding  day.  He  now  felt  himself  able  to 
analyze  the  different  feelings  by  which  he  was  agi- 
tated, and  much  resolved  to  combat  and  to  subdue 
them.  The  morning,  which  had  arisen  calm  and 
bright,  gave  a  pleasant  effect  even  to  the  waste  moor- 
land view  which  was  seen  from  the  castle  on  looking 
to  the  landward :  and  the  glorious  ocean,  crisped  with 
a  thousand  rippling  veaves  of  silver,  extcndtxl  on  the 
other  side,  in  awful  yet  complacent  majesty,  to  the 
verge  of  the  horizon.  With  such  scenes  uf  calm  sub- 
limity the  human  heart  sympathizes  even  in  its  most 
disturbed  moods,  and  deeds  of  honour  and  virtue  are 
•inspired  by  their  maiestic  influence. 

To  seek  out  Bucklaw  in  the  retreat  which  he  had 
afforded  him  was  the  first  occupation  of  the  Master, 
after  he  bad  performed,  with  a  scrutiny  unusually 
severe,  the  important  task  of  self-examination.  "How 
now,  Bucklaw?"  was  his  morning's  salutation— 
"  how  like  you  the  couch  in  which  the  exiled  Earl  of 
Angus  once  slept  in  security,  when  he  was  pursued  by 
the  full  energy  of  a  king's  resentment?" 

"  Umph  !'*  returned  the  sleeper  awakened ;  "  I  have 
little  to  complain  of  where  so  great  a  man  was  quar^ 
tered  before  me,  only  the  mattress  was  of  the  hardest, 
the  vault  somewhat  damp,  the  rats  rather  more  mu- 
tinous than  I  would  have  expected  from  the  state  of 
Caleb's  larder ;  and  if  there  had  been  shutters  to  that 
^atod  window,  or  a  curtain  to  the  bed,  I  should  think 
It,  upon  the  whole,  an  improvement  in  your  accom- 
modations." 

"  It  is,  to  be  sure,  forlorn  enough."  said  the  Master, 
looking  around  the  small  vault ;  "out  if  you  will  rise 
and  leave  it,  Caleb  will  endeavour  to  find  you  a  better 
breakfast  than  your  supper  of  last  night." 

"Pray,  let  it  be  no  better,"  said  Bucklaw,  getting 
up,  and  endeavouring  to  dress  himself  as  welTas  the 
obscurity  of  the  place  would  permit,—"  let  it,  I  say, 
be  no  better,  if  you  mean  me  to  persevere  in  my  pro- 
posed reformation.  The  very  recollection  of  Caleb's 
beverage  has  done  more  to  suppress  my  longing  to 
open  the  day  widi  a  morning-draught  than  twenty 
sermons  would  have  done.  And  you,  Master,  have 
you  been  able  to  give  battle  valiantly  to  your  boeom- 


anake?    You  see  I  am  in  the  way  of  smothering  my 
vipers  one  by  one." 

"  I  have  commenced  the  battle,  at  least.  Buddaw, 
and  I  have  had  a  fair  vision  of  an  angel  who  de- 
scended to  my  assistance,"  replied  the  Master. 

"  Woe's  me !"  said  his  guest,  "  no  visbn  can  I  ex- 
pect, unless  my  aunt,  Ladv  Gimington,  should  betake 
herself  to  the  tomb ;  and  then  it  would  be  the  sub- 
stance of  her  heritage  rather  than  the  appearance  of 
her  phantom  that  I  should  consider  as  the  support  of 
my  good  resolutions.— But  this  same  breakfast.  Mas- 
ter,—does  the  deer  that  is  to  make  the  pasty  run  yet 
on  foot,  as  the  ballad  has  it  7" 

"I  will  inquire  into  that  matter."  said  his  enter- 
tainer ;  and,  leaving  the  apartment,  he  went  in  search 
of  Caleb,  whom,  after  some  difficulty,  he  found  in  an 
obscure  sort  of  dungeon,  which  had  been  in  former 
times  the  buttery  of  the  castle.  Here  the  old  man 
was  employed  busily  in  the  doubtful  task  of  burnish- 
ing a  pewter  flagon  until  it  should  take  the  hue  and 
semblance  .of  silver-plate.  "I  think.it  may  do— I 
think  it  might  pass,  if  they  winna  bring  it  owcr  muckle 
in  the  light  o  the  window !"  were  the  ejaculations 
which  he  muttered  from -time  to  time,  as  if  to  encour- 
age himself  in  his  imdertaking,  when  he  was  inter' 
rupted  by  the  voice  of  his  master.  "  Take  this,"  said 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood,  "and  get  what  is  neces- 
sary for  the  family."  And  with  these  words  he  gave 
to  tne  old  butler  the  purse  which  had  on  the  preceding 
evening  so  narrowly  escaped  the  fangs  of  Craigen- 
gelt.  The  old  man  shook  his  silvery  and  thin  locks, 
and  looked  with  an  expression  of  tne  most  heartfelt 
anguish  at  his  master  as  he  weighed  in  his  hand  the 
slender  treasure,  and  said  in  a  sonowful  voice,  "  And 
is  this  a'  that's  left  1" 

"All  that  is  left  at  present,"  said  the  Master,  affect- 
ing more  cheerfulness  than  perhaps  he  really  felt, 
"  IS  just  the  green  purse  and  the  wee  pickle  gowd,  as 
the  old  song  says ;  but  wc  shall  do  better  one  day, 
Caleb." 

"Before  that  day  comes,"  said  Caleb,  "I  doubt 
there  will  be  an  end  of  an  auld  sang,  and  an  aiUd  serv- 
ing-man to  boot.  But  it  disna  become  me  to  speak 
that  gate  to  your  honour,  and  you  looking  sae  pale. 
Tak  back  the  purse,  and  keep  it  to  be  making  a  snow 
before  company ;  for  if  your  honour  would  just  tak  a 
biddinf!^  and  be  whiles  taking  it  out  afore  folk  and  put- 
ting it  up  again,  there's  naebody  would  refuse  us  trust, 
for  a'  that's  come  and  gane yet." 

"But,. Caleb,"  said  the  Master,  "I  suU  intend  to 
leav^  this  country  very  soon,  and  desire  to  do  so  with 
the  reputation  of  an  honest  man,  leaving  no  debt 
behind  me,  at  least  of  my  own  contracting.' 

"  And  gude  right  ye  suld  gang  away  as  a  true  man, 
and  so  ye  shall ;  for  auld  Caleb  can  tak  the  wyte  of 
whatever  is  taen  on  for  the  house,  and  then  it  will  be 
a'  just  ae  man's  burden  ;  and  I  will  live  just  as  wecl  in 
the  tolbooth  as  out  of  it,  and  the  credit  of  the  family 
will  be  a'  safe  and  sound." 

The  master  endeavoured,  in  vain,  to  make  Caleb 
comprehend,  that  the  buder's  incurring  the  rcsnon- 
sibility  of  debts  in  his  own  person,  would  rather  add  to 
than  remove  the  objections  which  he  had  to  their 
being  contracted.  He  spoke  to  a  premier,  too  busv 
in  devising  ways  and  means  to  puzzle  himself  with 
refuting  the  arguments  offered  against  their  justice  or 
expediency. 

;*  There  8  Eppie  Sma'traah  will  truFt  us  for  ale," 
said  Caleb  to  himself;  "  she  has  lived  a'  her  life  imdcr 
the  family— and  mavbe  wi'  a  soup  brandy— I  canna 
say  for  wme— she  is  out  a  lone  woman,  and  gets  her 
claret  by  a  runlet  at  a  time— but  I'll  work  a  wee  drap 
out  o'  her  by  fair  means  or  fouL  For  doos,  there's  the 
doocoi— there  will  bo  poultry  amang  the  tenants, 
though  Luckie  Chimside  says  she  has  paid  the  kain 
twice  owcr.  We'  11  mak  shift,  an  it  like  your  honour— 
wr'll  mak  shift— keep  your  heart  abune,  for  the  house 
soil  baud  it's  credit  as  lang  as  auld  Caleb  is  to  the 
fore." 

The  entertainment  which  the  old  man's  exertions 
of  various  kinds  enabled  him  to  present  to  the  young 
gentlemen  for. three  or  four  days,  was  certainly  of  no 
splendid  description,  but  it  may  readily  be  bebeved  it 
was  set  bcfbrc  no  critical  guests ;  and  even  the  dis- 
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tresses,  excuses,  eraaoiu^  and  shifts  of  Caleb,  afforded 
amusement  to  the  yonng  men,  and  added  a  sort  of 
interest  to  the  scramblmg  and  irregular  style  of  their 
table.  They  had  indeedToccasioQ  to  seize  on  every 
drcumstance  that  might  serve  to  diversify  or  enliven 
time^  which  otherwise  passed  away  so  heavily. 

Bucklaw,  shut  out  firom  his  usual  field-spprtn  and 
joyoM  carouses  by  the  necessity  of  remaining  con- 
cealed within  the  walls  of  the  castle,  became  a  joyless 
and  uninteresting  companion.  When  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood  would  no  longer  fence  or  play  at  shovel- 
board— when  he  himaelf  had  polished  to  the  extremity 
the  coat  of  his  palfrey  with  brush,  currycomb,  and 
hair-cloth— when  he  had  seen  him  eat  his  provender, 
and  gently  lie  down  in  his  stall,  he  could  hardly  help 
envymg  the  animal's  apparent  acquiescence  in  a  life 
80 monotonous.  "The  stimid brute,"  he  said,  "thinks 
neither  of  the  race-mrouncl  or  the  hunting- field,  or  his 
green  paddock  at  Bucklaw,  but  enjoys  himself  as 
comfortably  when  haltered  to  the  rack  m  this  ruinous 
vault,  as  if  he  had  been  foaled ^n  it;  and  I  who  have 
the  freedom  of  a  prisoner  at  large,  to  range  through 
me  dungeons  of  this  wretched  old  tower,  can  hardly, 
betwixt  whistling  and  sleeping,  contrive  to  pass  away 
the  hour  till  dinner-time." 

And  with  this  disconsolate  reflection,  he  wended 
his  way  to  the  bartizan  or  battlements  of  the  tower, 
to  watch  what  objects  mieht  appear  on  the  distant 
OMor,  or  to  pelt,  with  pebbles  and  pieces  of  lime,  the 
8^-mews  and  corm9rants  which  established  them- 
selves mcautiously  within  the  reach  of  an  idle  young 
man. 

Bavenswooo,  with  a  mind  incalculably  deeper  and 
more  powerful  than  that  of  his  companion,  had  his 
own  anxious  subjects  of  reflection,  which  wrought 
for  hini  the  same  unhappiness  that  sheer  ennui  and 
want  of  occupation  inflicted  on  his  companion.  The 
&st  sight  of  Lucy  Ashton  had  been  less  impressive 
than  her  ima^  proved  to  be  upon  reflection.  ,  As  the 
dffltth  and  violence  of  that  revengeful  passion, ,  by 
vWhtth  he  had  been  actuated  in  seeking  an  interview 
with  the  father,  began  to  abate  by  degrees,  he  looked 
back  on  his  conduct  towards  the  daughter  as  harsh 
uid  unworthy  towards  a  female  of  rank  and  beauty. 
H^  looks  of  grateful  acknowledgment,  her  words  of 
uEectionate  courtesy,  had  been  repelled  with  some- 
thing which  approacnod  to  disdain ;  and  if  the  Mas- 
to*  of  Ravenswood  had  sustained  wrongs  at  the  hand 
of  Sir  William  Ashton,  his  conscience  told  him  they 
had  been  unhandsomely  resented  towards  his  daugh- 
^'  When  his  thoughts'  took  this  turn  of  self-re- 
pnxch,  the  recollection  of  Lucy  Ashton's  beautiful 
features  rendered  yet  more  interesting  by  the  ciriom- 
Btanoes  in  which  their  meeting  had  taken  place,  made 
ui  impression  upon  his  mind  at  once  soothing  and 
PSinAu.  The  sweetness  of  her  voice,  the  deUcacy  of 
bet  expressions,  the  vivid  glow  of  her  filial  affec- 
tion, embittered  his  regret  atliaving  repulsed  her  gra- 
ttude  with  rudeness,  while,  at  the  same  time,  they 
placed  before  his  imagination  a  picture  of  the  most 
seducing  sweetness. 

.  Even  youn^  Ravenswood's  strength  of  moral  fed- 
uig  and  rectitude  of  purpose  at  once  Increased  the 
anamet  of  cherishing  these  recollecttoiui,  and  the  pro- 
penaty  to  entertain  them.  Firmly  resqlved  as  he  was 
to  subdue,  if  possible,  the  predominating  vice  in  his 
character,  he  admitted  with  willingness— nay.  he 
fummoned  up  in  his  imagination,  the  ideas  by  which 
It  oould  be  most  powerfully  counteracted :  and,  while 
be  did  80.  a  sense  of  hfs  own  harsh  conduct  towards 
the  daufpiter  of  his  enemy  naturally  induced  him,  as 
u  by  way  of  reoompense,  to  invest  her  with  more  of 
91C8  and  beauty  than  perhaps  she  could  actually 

Had  any  one  at  this  period  told  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswoodf  that  be  had  so  lately ^owed  vengeance 
against  the  whole  lineage  of  him  wDom  he  conndered, 
not  unjustly,  as  author  o(  his  father's  ruin  and  death, 
he  might  at  first  have  repelled  the  charge  as  a  foul 
^amny;  yet,  upon  serious  self-exammation,  he 
would  have  been  compelled  to  admit,  that  it  had,  at 
pae  period,  some  fi>undation  in  truth,  though,  acoord- 
uf  to  the  present  tone  of  his  sentiments,  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  believe  that  this  had  really  been  the  case. 


There  already  existed  in  his  bosom  two  contra- 
dictory passions,— a  desire  to  revenge  the  death  of 
his  father,  strangely  quahfied  by  admiration  of  his 
enemy^s  daughter.  Against  the  former  feeUng  he  had 
struggled,  until  it  seemed  to  him  upon  the  wane; 
against  the  latter  he  used  no  means  of  resistance,  for 
he  did  not  suspect  its  existence.  That  this  was  ac- 
tually the  case,  was  chiefly  evinced  by  his  resuming 
his  resolution  to  leave  Scotland.  Yet,  though  such 
was  his  purpose,  he  remained  day  after  day  at  Wolfs 
Crag,  without  talking  measures  for  carrying  it  into  exe- 
cution. It  is  true,  that  he  had  wrritten  to  one  or  two 
kinsmen^  who  resided  in  a  distant  quarter  of  Scotland, 

and  particularly  to  the  Marquis  of  A ^  intimating 

his  purpose ;  and  when  pressed  upon  the  subject  by 
Bucklaw  he  was  wont  to  allege  the  necessity  of 
waiting  for  their  reply,  especially  that  of  the  Marquis, 
before  taking  so  decisive  a  measure. 

The  Marquis  was  rich  and  powerful;  and  although 
he  was  suspected  to  entertain  sentiments  unfav9ur- 
able  to  the  government  established  at  the  Revolution, 
he  had  nevertheless  address  enough  to  head  a  party 
in  the  Scottish  Privy  Council,  connected  with  the 
high  church  factbn  in  England,  and  powerful  enough 
to,  menace  those  to  whom  the  Lord  Keeper  adhered, 
with  a  provable  subversion  of  their  power.  The  con- 
sul ting  with  a  personage  of  such  importance  was  a 
(ilausiBle  excuses  which  Ravenswood  used  toBuck- 
aw,  and  probably  to  himself,  for  continuing  his  resi- 
dence at  Wolfs  Crag ;  and  it  was  rendered  yet  more 
so  by  a  general  report  which  began  to  be  current,  of 
a  probable  change  of  ministers  and  measures  in  the 
Scottish  administration.  These  rumours,  strongly 
asserted  by  some,  and  as  resolutely  denied  by  others, 
as  their  wishes  or  interest  dictated,  found  their  way 
even  to  the  ruinous  Tower  of  Wolf's  Crag,  chiefly 
throufl^  the  medium  of  Caleb  the  butler,  who,  among 
his  other  excellences,  was  an  ardent  pohtician,  and 
seldom  made  an  excursion  from  the  old  fortress  to  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Wolf's-hope,  without  bring- 
ingback  what  tidings  were  current  in  the  vicinity. 

But  if  Bucklaw  could  not  offer  any  satisfactor\'  ob- 
jections to  the  delay  of  the  Af  aster  in  leaving  Scotland, 
he  did  not  the  less  sufler  with  impatience  the  state  of 
inaction  to  which  it  confined  him ;  and  it  was  only  the 
ascendency  which  his  new  companion  had  acquired 
over  hini,  that  induced  him  to  submit  to  a  course  of 
life  80  alien  to  his  habits  and  inclinations. 

"  You  were  wont  to  be  thought  a  sturing  active 
young  fellow.  Master,"  was  his  frequent  remonstrance; 
**  yet  here  you  seem  determined  to  hve  on  and  on  like 
a  rat  in  a  hole,  with  this  trifling  difference,  that  the 
wiser  vermin  chooses  a  hermitage  where  he  can  find 
food  at  least ;  but  as  for  us,  Caleb's  excuses  become 
longer  as  his  diet  turns  more  spare,  and  I  fear  we  shall 
realize  the  stories  they  tell  of  the  sloth,— we  have 
almost  eat  up  the  last  green  leaf  on  the  plant,  and 
have  nothing  left  for  it  but  to  drop  from  the  tree  and 
break  our  necks." 

"  Do  not  fear  it,"  said  Ravenswood :  "  there  is  a  fate 
watches  for  us,  and  we  too  have  a  stake  in  the  revolu- 
tion that  is  now  impending,  and  which  already  has 
alarmed  many  a  bosom." 

"What  fate— what  revolution  ?"  inquired  his  com- 
panion. "We  have  bad  one  revolution  too  much 
already,  I  think." 

Ravenswood  interrupted  him  bj  putting  into  his 
hands  a  letter. 

"O,"  answered  Bucklaw,  "my  dream  is  out— I 
thought  I  heard  Caleb  this  mommg^pressing  some 
imfortunate  fallow  to  a  drink  of  cold  water,  and 
assuring  him  it  was  better  for  his  stomach  in  the 
^lommg  than  ale  or  brandy." 

"  It  was  my  Lord  of  A 's  couricr,".Baid  Ra- 
venswood, "who,  doomed  to  experience  his  osten- 
tatious hospitality,  which  I  believe  ended  in  aour  beer 
and  herrinn— Read,  and  you  will  see  the  news  he  has 
brought  us?' 

"I  will  as  fast  as  I  can,"  said  Bucklaw ;  "but  I  am 
no  great  clerk,  nor  does  nis  lordship  seem  to  be  the 
first  of  scribes." 

The  reader  will  peroae^  in  a  few  seconds,  by  the  aid 
of  our  friend  Ballantyiie'aitypes,  what  took  Bucklaw 
a  good  naif  hour  in  the  perusal,  though  assisted  by 
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the  Master  of  Ravenswood.  The  tenor  was  as  fol- 
lows:— 

"  Rxsht  Honourable  our  Omsin^ 
"Our  hearty  commendations  premised,  these  come 
to  assure  you  of  the  interest  which  we  take  in  your 
welfare,  and  in  your  purposes  towards  its  augmenta- 
tion. It  we  have  been  less  active  in  showing  forth  our 
effective  good-will  towards  you  than,  as  a  loving  kins- 
naan  andolood-relative,  we  would  willingly  have  de- 
sired, we  request  that  yon  will  impute  it  to  lack  of  op- 
portunity to  show  our  good-liking,  not  to  any  coldness 
of  our  will.  Touching  your  resolution  to  travel  in 
foreign  parts,  as  at  this  time  we  hold  the  same  little 
advisable,  in  respect  that  your  ill- wllers  may,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  such  persons,  impute  motives  for 
your  journey,  whereof,  although  we  know  and  believe 
you  to  be  as  clear  as  ourselves,  yet  natheless  their 
words  may  find  credence  in  places  where  the  belief  in 
them  may  much  prejudice  you,  and  which  we  should 
see  with  more  unwilhngness  and  displeasure  than  with 
means  of  remedy. 

"Having  thus,  as  becometh  our  kindred,  given  you 
our  poor  mind  on  the  subject  of  your  journeymg 
forth  of  Scotland,  we  would  willingly  add  reasons  of 
weight,  which  might  materially  aoTvantage  you  and 
your  father's  house,  thereby  to  determine  you  to  abide 
at  Wolf's  Crag,  until  this  harvest  season  shall  be 
passed  over.  But  what  sayeth  the  proverb,  vcrbum 
sapienti^—Si  word  is  more  to  him  that  hath  wisdom 
than  a  sermon  to  a  fool.  And  albeit  we  have  written 
this  poor  scroll  with  our  own  hand,  and  are  well 
assured  of  the  fidelity  of  our  messenger,  as  him  that  is 
many  ways  bounden  to  us,  yet  so  it  is,  that  sliddery 
ways  crave  wary  walking,  and  that  we  may  not  perd 
upon  paper  matters  whicn  we  would  gladly  impart  to 
you  by  word  of  mouth.  Wherefore,  it  was  our  pur- 
pose to  have  praycxi  you  heartily  to  come  to  this  our 
barren  Highland  country  to  kill  a  stag,  and  to  treat  of 
the  matters  which  we  are  now  more  painfully  indict- 
ing to  you  anent  But  commodity  does  not  serve  at 
E resent  for  such  our  meeting,  which,  therefore,  shall 
e  deferred  intil  ac  time  as  we  may  in  all  mirth  re- 
hearse those  things  whereof  we  now  keep  silence. 
Mean  time,  we  pray  you  to  think  that  we  are,  and  will 
still  be,  your  good  kinsman  and  well-wisher,  waiting 
but  for  times  of  whilk  we  do,  as  it  were,  entertain  a 
twilight  prospect,  and  appear  and  hope  to  be  aleo  your 
efiectual  well-doer.  And  in  which  hope  we  heartily 
write  ourself. 

"  Right  Honourable, 

"Your  loving  cousin, 

"A . 

"  Given  firom  our  poor 
house  of  B— — ^  &cJ* 

Superscribed—"  For  the  right  hononrable,  and  our 
honoured  kinsman,  the  Master  of  Ravenswood— 
These;  with  haste,  haste,  post  haste— ride  andrun  until 
these  be  deUvered." 

"What  iliink  you  of  this  epistle,  Bucklaw?'*  said 
the  Master,  when  his  companion  had  hammered  out 
all  the  sense,  and  almost  all  the  words  of  which  it 
consisted. 

,  "  Truly,  that  the  Marquis's  meaning  is  as  great  a 
riddle  as  his  manuscript.  He  is  really  in  much  need 
of  Wit's  Interpreter,  or  the  Complete  Letter- Writer, 
and  were  I  you,  I  would  send  him  a  copy  by  the  bearer. 
He  writes  you  very  kindly  to  remain  wasting  your 
time  and  your  money  in  this  vile,  stupid,  oppressed 
countr>',  without  so  much  as  offering  you  tne  counte- 
nance and  shelter  of  his  house.  In  my  opinion,  he 
has  some  scheme  in  view  in  which  he  supposes  you 
can  be  useful,  and  he  wishes  to  keep  you  at  hand,  to 
make  use  of  you  when  it  ripens,  reserving  the  power 
of  turning  you  adrift,  should  his  plot  fail  m  the  concoc- 
tion." 

"His plot ?— then  you  suppose  it  is  a  treasonable 
busmess,"  answered  Kavenswood. 

"What  else  can  it  be?"  rephed  Bucklaw;  "the 
Marquis  has  been  long  suspected  to  have  an  eye  to 
Saiut  Gtermains." 

"  He  should  not  engage  me  rashly  in  euch  an 
adventure,"  said   Ravenswood ;  "  when  I  recollect 


the  times  of  the  first  and  second  Charles,  and  of 
the  last  James,  truly  I  seeUttle  reason,  that,  as  a  man 
or  a  patriot,  I  should  draw  my  sword  for  their  de- 
scendants." 

"Humph  I"  replied  Bucklaw ;  so  you  have  set  your- 
self down  to  mourn  over  the  crop-eared  dogs,  whom 
honest  Claver'se  treated  as  they  deserved  ? 

"  They  first  gave  the  dogs  an  ill  name,  and  then 
hanged  them,"  repUed  Ravenswood.  "  I  hope  to  see 
the  day  when  justice  shall  be  open  to  Whig  and  Tory 
and  when  these  nick-names  shall  only  be  used  among 
coffee-house  poUticians,  as  slut  and  jade  are  among 
apple- women,  as  cant  terms  of  idle  spite  and  ran- 
cour." 

"  That  will  not  be  in  our  davs,  Master— the  iron  has 
entered  too  deeply  into  our  ades  and  our  souls." 

"  It  will  be,  however,  one  day,"  replied  the  Master ; 
men  will  not  always  start  at  these  nick-namee  as 
at  a  trumpet-sound.  As  social  life  is  better  protect- 
ed, its  comforts  will  become  too  dear  to  be  hazarded 
without  some  better  reason  than  speculative  politics." 

"  It  is  fine  talking,"  answei^  Bucklaw  ;  "but  mj 
heart  is  with  the  old  song,— 

'  To  lee  ffood  earn  upon  the  riini,__ 

And  a  callows  built  to  hang  the  whifi, 

Aod  the  rigtit  rpstored  where  Uie  ripht  should  be, 

O,  that  is  the  thing  that  would  wanton  me.'  ** 

"You  may  sing  as  loudly  as  you  will,  cantahit 
rocutw,"— answered  the  Master ;  "  but  I  believe  the 
Marquis  is  too  wise,  at  least  too  wary,  to  join  you  in 
such  a  burden.  I  suapect  he  alludes  to  a  revolution 
in  the  Scottish  Privy  Council,  rather  than  in  the  Brit- 
ish kingdoms." 

"O,  confusion  to  your  sta te- tricks !"  exclaimed 
Bucklaw.  "your  cold  calculating  mancpuvres,  which 
old  gentlemen  in    wrought   nightcaps    and  furred 

gowns  execute  like  so  many  games  at  chess,  and 
isplace  a  treasurer  or  lord  commissioner  as  they 
would  take  a  rook  or  a  pawn.  Tennis  for  my  sport 
and  battle  for  my  earnest !  My  racket  and  my  swora 
for  my  plaything  and  bread-winner !  And  you,  Master, 
so  de^p  and  considerate  as  you  would  seem,  you  have 
that  within  you  makes  the  olood  boil  faster  than  suits 
your  present  humour  of  moralizing  on  political  truths. 
You  are  one  of  those  wise  men  who  see  every  thing 
with  great  composure  till  their  blood  is  up,  and  then 
—wo  to  any  one  who  should  put  them  m  mind  of 
their  own  prudential  maxims!" 

"  Perhaps,"  said  Ravenswood,  "  you  read  me 
more  rightly  than  I  can  myself.  But  to  think  justly 
willfertainlygo  some  length  in  helping  me  to  act  so. 
But  nark !  I  hear  Caleb  tolling  the  dinner  bell." 

"  Which  he  always  does  witn  the  more  sonorotis 
grace,  in  proportion  to  the  meagemess  of  the  cheer 
which  he  has  provided,"  said  Bucklaw ;  "  as  if  that 
infernal  clang  and  jangle,  which  will  one  day  bring 
the  belfry  down  the  cliff,  could  convert  a  starved  hen 
into  a  fat  capon,  and  a  blade-bone  of  mutton  into  a 
haimch  of  venison." 

"  I  wish  we  may  be  so  well  off  as  your  worst 
conjectures  surmise,  Bucklaw,  fhjm  the  extreme 
solemnity  and  ceremony  with  which  Caleb  seems  to 
place  on  the  table  that  solitary  covered  dish." 

"  Uncover,  Caleb  !  uncover,  for  Heaven's  sake  T' 
said  Bucklaw ;  "  let  us  have  what  you  can  give  us 
without  preface— Why,  it  stands  well  enough,  man," 
he  continued,  addressing  impatiently  the  ancient 
butler,  who.  without  reply,  kept  shining  the  dish, 
until  he  had  at  length  placed  it  with  mathematical 
precision  in  the  very  midst  of  the  table. 

"What  have  we  got  here,  Caleb?"  inquired  the 
Master  in  his  turn. 

"  Ahem !  sir,  ye  sold  have  known  before ;  but  itia 
honour  the  Laird  of  Bucklaw  is  so  in)patient," 
answered  Caleb^  atill  holding  the  dish  with  one  hand, 
and  the  cover  with  the  other,  with  evident  reluctance 
to  disclose  the  contents. 

"  But  what  is  it.  a  God's  name— not  a  pair  of  dean 
spurs,  I  hope,  in  the  Border  fashion  of  old  times  ?*' 

"  Ahem  f  ahem !"  reiterated  Caleb,  "  your  honour 
is  pleased  to  be  facetious— natheless,  I  might  presume 
to  say  it  was  a  convenient  fashion,  and  used,  as  I 
have  heard,  in  an  honourable  and  thriving  family. 
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But  toQching  your  present  dinner.  I  judged  that  this 
being  Saint  Magdalen's  Eve,  who  was  a  worthy 
^ueen  of  Scotland  in  her  day.  your  honours  might 
judge  it  decorous,  if  not  ahogetner  to  fast,  yet  only  to 
sustain  nature  Mrith  some  slight  refection,  as  ane 
saulted  berhng  or  the  like."  And,  uncovering  the 
dish,  he  displayed  four  of  the  savoury  fishes  which  he 
meniioned,  adding,  in  a  subdued  tone,  "  that  they 
were  no  just  common  herring  neither,  being  every 
ane  melters,  and  sauted, with  uncommon  care  by  the 
housekeeper  (poor  Mysie)  for  his  honour's  especial 
use." 

**  Out  upon  all  aiwlogies !"  raid  the  Master,  "  let  us 
eat  the  hcrnng;s,  since  there  is  nothixis  better  to  be 
had^>ut  I  begin  to  think  with  you,  Bucklaw,  that 
we  are  consuming  the  last  green  l&d,  and  that,  in 
spite  of  the  Marquis's  political  machinations,  we 
must  positively  shiJft  camp  for  want  of  forage,  with- 
out waiting  the  issue  of  them." 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Aj,  md  when  htmtnMo  wind  the  mtny  bora. 

And  ftom  iU  covert  ite/te  Um  fearful  prey, 

Who.  warm'd  with  jrouth'i  blood  in  hit  awellinff  veini, 

Wovld,  like  e  lifeleM  clod,  outitretched  he, 

Sbnt  oat  (torn  all  the  Ikir  creation  ofTert  7 

£f*iMtf ,  Jet  I  Seem  L 

Light  meals  procure  light  slumbers ;  and  therefore 
it  is  not  surprising,  diat,  considering  the  fare  which 
Caleb's  conscience,  or  his  necessity,  assuming,  as  will 
sometimes  happen,  that  disguise,  had  assigned  to  the 
fiuests  of  Wolfs  Crag,  theu:  slumbers  should  have 
been  short. 

In  the  morning  Bucklaw  rushed  into  his  host's 
apartment  with  a  loud  halloo,  which  might  have 
awaked  the  dead. 

"  Up  I  up !  in  the  name  of  Heaven^the  hunters  are 
out,  the  only  piece  of  sport  I  have  seen  this  month ; 
ana  you  lie  here.  Master,  on  a  bed  that  has  little  to 
recommend  it,  except  that  it  may  be  something  softer 
than  the  stone  floor  of  your  ancestor's  vault." 

"*  I  wish,"  said  Ravenswood,  raising  his  head  peev- 
ishl>;y  "  you  had  forborne  so  early  a  jest,  Mr.  Hayston 
—it  IS  reallv  no  pleasure  to  lose  the  very  short  repose 
which  1  haa  just  b^;un  to  enjoy,  after  a  night  spent 
in  thoughts  upon  fortune  far  harder  than  my  couch, 
Bucklaw." 

"* Pshaw,  pshaw!"  replied  his  guest;   "net  up— 

flst  up— the  h<2uuds  are  abroad— rhave  saddled  the 

Horses  myael^Tor^^Caleb  was  calling  for  grooms 

and  lack^Si  ani^MBi  never  have  proceeded  without 

two  hourr  apology,  for  the  absence  of  men  that  were 

a  hundred  miles  o£— Oet  up,  Master — I  say  the 

Jfeoonds  are  out— get  up,  I  ray- the  hunt  is  up."    And 

^bff  ran  Bucklaw. 

'  •'  4  **  And  I  say,"  said  the  Master  rising  slowly,  "  that 

nothing  can  concern  me  less.    Whose  hounoa  come 

•o  near  to  us  V 

"The  Honourable  Lord  Bittlebrains',"  answered 
Caldik,  who  had  followed  the  impatient  Laird  of  Buck- 
law  into  his  master's  bedroom,  "  and  truly  I  ken  nae 
title  they  have  to  be  yowling  and  howling  within  the 
freedoms  and  immumties  of  yoor  lordship's  right  of 
free  forestry." 

'*Nor  L  Caleb,"  replied  Ravenswood,  "  ezoeoting 
that  they  have  bou^t  ooth  the  lands  and  the  right, of 
forotrr,  and  may  thmk  themselves  entitled  to  exercise 
the  ri^ts  they  have  paid  their  money  for." 

"  It  may  be  sae,  my  ford,"  replied  Caleb ;  "  but  it's 
no  gentleman's  deed  of  them  to  come  here  and  ezer- 
cne  such  like  right,  and  your  lordahip  living  at  your 
am  castle  of  Wolfs  Crag.  Lord  Bittlebrams  would 
do  wed  to  remember  what  his  folk  have  been." 

"And  we  what  we  now  are,"  said  the  Master,  with 
suppressed  bitterness  of  feeling.  "  But  reach  me  my 
doak,  Caleb,  and  I  will  indulge  Bucklaw  with  a  sight 
of  this  chase.  It  is  selfish  to  sacrifice  my  guest's 
pleasure  to  my  own." 

*'  Sacrifice  r'  echoed  Caleb,  in  a  tone  which  seemed 
10  imply  the  total  absurdity  of  his  master  making  the 
least  coneessfon  in  deference  to  any  one—"  Sacnfioe. 
indeed  I— but  I  crave  your  honour's  patdon— «nd 
whilk  doublet  is  it  your  pleasure  to  wear?" 


'*  Any  one  you  will,  Cal^>— my  wardrobe,  I  suppose, 
is  not  very  extensive." 

"  Not  extensive  f  echoed  his  assistant ;  "  when 
there  is  the  gray  and  silver  that  your  lordship  b»e- 
stowed  on  Hew  Hildebrand,  your  outrider— ana  the 
French  velvet  that  went  with  my  lord  your  father— 
(be  ffracious  to  hin^!)— my  lord  your  lather's  auld 
wardrobe  to  tHe  puir  friends  of  the  fkmily,  and  the 
drap-de-berry"- 

Which  I  gave  to  you,  Caleb,  and  which,  I  suppose, 
is  the  only  dress  we  have  any  chance  to  come  at, 
except  that  I  wore  yesterday— pray,  hand  me  that, 
and  say  no  more  about  it." 

"  If  your  honour  has  a  fancy,"  replied  Caleb,  "  and 
doubtless  it's  a  sad-coloured  suit,  and  you  are  in 
mourning— nevertheless,  I  have  never  tned  on  the 
drap-de-berry— ill  wad  it  become  me— and  your  honour 
having  no  change  of  claiihs  at  this  present— and 
it's  wecl  brushed,  and  as  there  are  leddies  down 
yonder"— 

*'  Ladies !"  said  Ravenswood ;  "  and  what  ladies, 
prayT' 

"What  do  I  ken,  your  lordship  7— looking  down  at 
them  from  the  Warden's  Tower,  I  could  but  see  them 

8 lent  by  wi'  their  bridles  ringing,  and  their  feathers 
uttering,  like  the  court  of  Emand." 

"  Wel^  well,  Caleb,"  replied  the  Master,  "  help  me 
on  with  my  cloak,  and  hand  me  my  sword-belt.— 
What  clatter  is  that  in  the  court-yard  ?" 

"Just  Bucklaw  bringing  out  the  horses,"  said 
Caleb,  after  a  glance  through  the  window,  "  as  if 
there  werena  men  encueh  in  the  castle,  or  as  if  I 
couldna  serve  the  turn  of  ony  o'  them  that  are  out  o* 
the  gate." 

"Alas!  Caleb,  we  should  wantUttle,  if  your  ability 
were  eoual  to  your  will,"  replied  his  master. 

"  Ana  I  hope  your  lordship disna  want  that  muckle," 
said  Caleb ;  for,  considering  a'  things,  I  trust  we  sup- 
port the  credit  of  the  family  as  weel  as  things  will 
permit  of^— only  Bucklaw  is  aye  sae  frank  and  sae 
forward.— And  tliere  he  has  brought  out  your  lord- 
ship's palfrey,  without  the  saddle  oeing  decored  wi' 
the  broiderea  sumpter-cloth !  and  I  couldliave  brushed 
it  in  a  minute." 

"  It  is  all  very  well,"  said  his  master,  escaping  from 
him,  and  descending  the  narrow  and  steep  wmding 
staircase,  which  ledto  the  court-yard. 

"  It  may  be  a'  very  weel,"  said  Caleb,  somewhat 
peevishly;  "but  if  your  lordship  wad  tarry  a  bit,  I 
will  tell  you  what  will  not  be  very  weel." 

"And  what  is  that?"  said  Ravenswood  impa- 
tiently, but  stopping  at  the  same  time. 

"  why,  just  tnat  ye  suld  speer  ony  gentlemen  hame 
to  dinner;  for  I  caima  mak  anither  fast  on  a  feast 
day,  as  when  I  cam  ower  Bucklaw  wi'  Queen  Mar- 
garet-^and,  to  speak  truth,  if  your  lordship  wad  but 
please  to  cast  yoursell  in  the  way  of  dining  wi'  Lord 
Bittld)rains,  I  se  warrand  1  wad  cast  about  brawly 
for  the  mom ;  or  if;  stead  o'  that,  ye  wad  but  dine  w? 
them  at  the  change-house,  ye  might  mak  your  shift 
for  the  lawing:  ye  might  say  ye  had  foraot  your 
purse— or  that  the  carline  awed  ye  rent,  and  that  ye 
wad  allow  it  in  the  settlement" 

"  Or  any  other  lie  that  came  uppermost,  I  suppose  ? 
said  his  master.  "  Good  by,  Caleb :  I  commend  your 
care  for  the  honour  of  the  family.^'  And,  throwmg 
himself  on  his  horse,  he  followed  Bucklaw,  wha  at 
the  manifest  risk  of  his  neck,  had  begun  to  gajlop 
down  the  steep  path  which  led  from  the  Tower,  as 
soon  as  he  saw  Ravenswood  have  his  foot  m  the 

Cald)  Balderstone  looked  anxiously  after  them, 
and  shook  his  ijiin  gray  locks—"  And  I  trust  they  will 
come  to  DO  evd— but  they  have  reached  the  plain, 
and  foUi  cannot  say  but  that  the  horse  are  hearty  and 
in  spirits." 

Animated  by  the  natural  impetuosity  and  fire  of  his 
temper,  young  Bucklaw  rushed  on  with  the  careless 
speed  of  a  whvl wind.  Ravenswood  was  scarce  more 
moderate  in  his  pace,  for  his  was  a  mmd  piwillmgly 
roused  from  contemplauve  inaccmty,  but  whtch, 
when  once  put  into  motion,  acquired  a  spirit  of  forci- 
Me  and  violent  progession.  Ndther  was  his  eager- 
ne«  proportioned  in  all  cases  to  the  motive  of  mipulso. 
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but  might  be  compared  to  the  speed  of  a  Btooe,  which 
rushes  with  hke  fury  down  the  hill,  whether  it  was 
first  out  in  motion  by  the  arm  of  a  giant  or  the  hand 
of  a  Doy.  He  felt,  therefore,  in  no  ordinary  degree, 
the  headlong  impulse  of  the  chase,  a  pastime  so 
natural  to  youth  of  all  ranks,  that  it  seems  rather  to 
be  an  inherent  passion  in  our  animal  nature,  which 
levels  all  diflerences  of  rank  and  education,  than  an 
aequir«i  habit  of  rapid  exercise. 

The  repeated  bursts  of  the  French  horn,  which  was 
then  always  used  for  the  encouragement  and  direc- 
tion of  the  hounds— the  deep,  though  distant  baying 
of  theoack— the  half-heard  cries  of  the  huntsmen — 
the  half-seen  forms  which  were  discovered,  now 
emerging  from  glens  which  crossed  the  moor,  now 
sweeping  over  its  surface,  now  picking  their  way 
where  it  was  impeded  by  morasses ;  and,  above  all, 
the  feeling  of  his  own  rapid  motion,  animated  the 
Master  of  Ravcnswood,  at  least  for  the  moment, 
above  the  recollections  of  a  more  painful  nature  by 
which  he  was  surrounded.  The  first  thing  which 
recalled  him  to  those  unpleasing  circumstances,  was 
feeling  that  his  horse,  notwithstanding  all  the  advan- 
tages which  he  received  from  his  rider's  knowledge 
of  the  country,  was  unable  to  keep  up  with  the  chase. 
As  he  drew  his  bridle  up  with  the  bitter  feeling,  that 
his  poverty  excluded  him  from  the  favourite  recrea- 
tion of  his  forefathers,  and  indeed  their  sole  employ- 
ment when  not  engaged  in  military  pursuits,  he  was 
accosted  by  a  well-mounted  stranger,  who,  unob- 
served, had  kept  near  him  during  the  earlier  part  of 
his  career. 

"  Your  horse  is  blown,"  said  the  man,  with  a  com- 
plaisance seldom  used  in  a  hunting^field.  "Might  I 
crave  your  honour  to  make  use  of  minel" 

**Sir."  said   Ravenswood,   more   surprised  than 

E leased  at  such  a  proposal,  "  I  really  do  not  know 
ow  I  have  merited  such  a  favour  at  a  stranger's 
hands." 

"Never  ask  a  question  about  it,  Master,"  said 
Bncklaw,  who,  with  great  unwillingness,  had  hitherto 
reined  in  his  own  gallant  steed,  not  to  outride  his 
host  and  entertainer.  **Take  the  goods,  the  gods 
provide  you.  as  the  great  John  Dryden  says— or  stay 
—here,  mv  mend,  lend  me  that  horse :  I  see  you  have 
been  puzzled  to  rein  him  up  this  half  iiour.  I'll  take 
the  devil  out  of  him  for  you.  Now,  Master,  do  you 
ride  mine,  which  will  carry  you  like  an  eagle.'' 

And  throwing  the  rein  of  bis  own  horse  to  the  Mas- 
terof  Ravenswood,  he  sprang  upon  that  which  the 
stranger  resigned  to  him,  and  continued  his  career  at 
full  speed. 

"  Was  ever  so  thou^tless  a  being!"  said  the  Mas- 
ter I  "  and  you,  my  fiiend,  how  could  you  trust  him 
withyour  horse  7" 

"The  horse,"  said  the  man,  "belongs  to  a  person 
who  will  make  your  honoiu*,  or  any  or  your  honour- 
able friends,  most  welcome  to  him/fiesh  and  fell" 

"  And  the  owner's  name  is T'  asked  Ravens- 
wood. 

"  Your  honour  must  excuse  me,  you  will  learn  that 
from  himself.— If  you  please  to  take  your  friend's 
horse,  and  leave  me  your  galloway,  I  will  meet  you- 
after  the  fall  of  the  stag,  for  I  hear  they  are  blowmg 
him  at  bay." 

"  I  beUeve,  iny  friend,  it  will  be  the  best  way  to 
recover  your  good  horse  for  you,"  answered  Ravens- 
wood ;  and  mounting  the  nag  of  his  friend  Bucklaw, 
he  made  all  the  haste  in  his  power  to  the  spot  where 
the  blast  of  the  horn  announced  that  the  stag's  career 
was  nearly  terminated. 

These  jovial  sounds  were  intermixed  with  himts- 
men's  shouts  of^Hyke  a  Talbot!  Hyke  a  Teviot! 
now,  boys,  now  I"  and  similar  cheering  halloos  of  the 
olden  hunting-field,  to  which  the  impatient  yelling  of 
the  hounds,  now  dose  on  the  object  of  their  pursuit, 
gave  a  lively  and  unremitting  chorus.  The  strag- 
gling ridere  began  now  to  rally  towards  the  scene  of 
acuon,  collecting  fr^  diflerent  points  as  to  a  com- 
mon centre. 

Bucklaw  kept  the  start  which  he  had  gotten,  and 
arrived,  first  at  the  spot,  where  the  stag,  incapable  of 
mstaining  a  more  prolonged  fli^^t,  had  turned  upon 
Che  hounds,  and,  in  the  hunter't  phrase,  was  at  bay. 


With  his  statdy  head  bent  down,  his  sides  white 
with  foam,  his  eyes  strained  betwixt  rage  and  terror, 
the  hunted  animal  had  now  in  his  turn  become  an 
object  of  intimidation  to  his  pursuers.  The  hunters 
came  up  one  by  one,  and  watched  an  opportunity  to 
assail  him  with  some  advantage,  which,  m,  such  cir- 
cumstances, can  only  be  done  with  caution.  The 
dogs  stood  aloof  and  hayed  loudly,  intimating  at  once 
eagerness  and  fear,  and  each  of  the  q>ortsmen  seemed 
to  expect  that  his  comrade  would  take  upon  him  tfie 
perilous  task  of  assaulting  and  disabling  the  animal. 
The  ground,  which  was  a  hollow  in  the  common  or 
moor,  afibraed  little  advantage  for  approaching  the 
stag  unobserved;  and  ^neral  was  the  shout  of  tri- 
umph when  Bucklaw,  with  the  dexterity  proper  to  an 
accomplished  cavalier  of  the  day,  sprang  from  his 
horse,  and  dashing  suddenly  and  swutiy  at  the  sug, 
brought  him  to  the  ground  by  a  cut  on  the  hind  leg 
with  nis  short  hunting  sword.  The  pack,  rushing  in 
upon  their  disabled  enemy,  soon  ended  nis  painiiil 
struggles,  and  solemnized  nis  fall  with  their  clamour 
—the  hunters,  with  their  horns  and  voices,  whooping 
and  blowing  a  mort^  or  death-note,  which  resounded 
far  over  the  oillows  of  the  adjacent  ocean. 

The  huntsman  then  withdrew  the  hoimds  from  the 
throttled  8ta&  and  on  his  knee  presented  his  knife  to 
a  fair  female  form,  on  a  white  palfrey,  whose  terror, 
or  perhaps  her  compassion,  had  till  then  kept  her  at 
some  distance.  She  wore  a  black  silk  riding-mask, 
which  was  then  a  common  fashion,  as  well  for  pre- 
serving the  complexion  from  sun  end  rain,  as  from 
an  idea  of  decorum,  which  did  pot  permit  a  lady  to 
appear  barefaced  while  engaged  in  a  boisterous  epon, 
and  attended  by  a  promiscuous  company.  The  rich- 
ness of  her  dress,  nowever,  as  well  as  the  mettle  and 
form  of  her  paUrey,  together  with  the, silvan  compli- 
ment paid  to  her  by  the  huntsman,  pointed  her  out  to 
Bucklaw  as  the  principal  person  in  the  field.  It  was 
not  without  a  feeling  of  pity,  approaching  even  to 
contempt,  that  this  enthusiastic  hunter  observed  her 
refuse  toe  huntsman's  knife,  presented, to  her  for  the 

Eurpose  of  making  the  first  incision  in  the  stag's 
reastjand  thereby  discovering  the  quality  of  the  veni- 
son. He  felt  more  than  half  mclined  to  pay  his  com- 
pliments to  her ;  but  it  had  been  Bucklavrs  misfor- 
tune, that  his  habits  of  life  had  not  rendered  him  fa- 
miUarly  acquainted  with  the  higher  and  better  classes 
of  female  society,  so  that,  with  all  hie  natural  auda- 
city, he  felt  sheepish  and  bashful  when  it  became 
necessary  to  address  a  lady  of  distinction. 

Taking  unto  himsdf  heart  of  grace,  (to  ase  his 
own  phrase^)  he  did  at  length  swmmon  up  resolution 
enough  to  give  the  fair  him  tress  good  time  of  the  day, 
and  trust  that  her  sport  had  answered  her  expecta- 
tion. Her  answer  was  very  courteously  and  modestly 
expressed,  and  testified  some  gratitude  to  the  sailani 
cavalier,  whose  exploit  had  terminated  the  chase  so 
adroitly,  when  the  hounds  and  huntsmen  seemed 
somewhat  at  a  stand. 

"  Uds  daggen  and  scabbard,  madam,"  said  Buck- 
law,  whom  this  observation  brouc^t  at  once  upon  hii^ 
own  ground.  "  there  is  no  difficulty  or  merit  in  that 
matter  at  all,  so  that  a  fellow  is  not  too  much  afraid 
of  having  a  pair  of  antlere  in  his  guts.  I  have  hunted 
at  force  nve  nundred  times,  madam ;  and  I  never  yet 
saw  the  stag  at  bay,  by  land  or  water,  but  I  durst 
have  gone  roundly  in  on  him.  It  is  all  yae  and  wont, 
madam ;  and  I'M  tell  you,  madam,  for  all  that,  it 
must  be  done  with  good  heed  and  caution  :  and  yoa 
will  do  well,  madam,  to  have  your  hunting-sword 
both  right  sharp  and  double-edged,  that  you  may 
strike  either  fore-handed  or  back-handed,  as  yoa  see 
reason,  for  a  hurt  with  a  buck's  horn  is  a  perilous  and 
somewhat  venomous  matter." 

"  I  am  afraid,  sir,"  said  the  young  lady,  and  her 
smile  was  scarce  concealed  by  her  vizanL  "  I  shall 
have  Uttle  use  for  such  careful  preparation.*' 

"  But  the  gentleman  says  very  right  for  all  that,  my 
lady,"  said  an  old  huntsman,  who  had  listen^  to 
BucklaVs  harangue  with  no  small  edification ;  "  and 
I  have  heard  my  rather  say,  who  was  a  forester  at  the 
Cabrach,  that  a  wild  boars  gaunch  is  more  eiiaiy 
healed  than  a  hurt  from  the  deer's  horn,  for  so  says 
the  old  woodman's  rhyme,— 
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'trUMmbtlnirt  with  hora  of  btrt,  it  briafft  thee  to  thr  bier ; 
lit  t«k  of  bMT  thaU  leocbea  heal-tberaof  bavo  leMar  ftw.' " 

"An  I  mi^t  advise,"  continufsd  Bucklaw,  who 
was  now  in  his  element,  and  desirous  of  assuming 
the  whole  manajsement,  as  the  hounds  are  surbated 
and  weary,  the  bead  of  the  stag  should  be  cabaged  in 
order  to  reward  them;  and  if  I  may  presume  to 
fpeak,  the  huntsman,  who  is  to  break  up  the  sla;^ 
oogfat  to  drink  to  vour  good  ladyship's  health  a  good 
laatf  bicker  of  ale,  or  a  tass  of  brandjr;  for  u  he 
breaks  him  up  without  drinking,  the  venison  will  not 
k^well" 

This  very  agreeable  prescription  received,  as  will 
be  readily  beheved,  all  acceptation  from  the  hunts- 
man, who,  in  reouital,  oflfered  to  Bucklaw  the  com- 
pliment of  his  knife,  which  the  young  lady  had 
declined.  This  polite  proflfer  was  seconded  by  his 
mistress. 

"  I  believe,  sir,"  she  said,  withdrawing  herself  from 
the  arde.  "  that  my  father,  for  whose  amusement 
Lord  BittlebrainV  hounds  have  been  out  to-day,  will 
readily  surrender  all  care  of  these  matters  to  a  gentle- 
man of  yoor  experience." 

Then,  bending  gracefully  from  her  horse,  she  wished 
him  good  morning,  and,  attended  by  one  or  two  do- 
mestica,  who  seemed  immediately  attached  to  her 
senrice,  retired  from  the  scene  of  action,  to  which 
Bucklaw,  too  much  delighted  with  an  opportunity  of 
diipbying  his  wood-craft  to  care  about  man  or  wo- 
man either,  paid  little  attention ;  but  was  soon  stript 
to  his  dounlet,  with  tucked-up  sleeves,  and  naked 
arais  op  to  the  elbows  in  blood  and  grease,  slashing, 
cutting  hadkini;,  and  hewing,  with  the  precision  of 
SirTnstrem  himself;  and  wrangling  and  disputing 
with  all  around  him  concerning  nombles,  briskets, 
flankarda,  and  raven-bones,  then  usual  terms  of  the 
an  of  hunting,  or  of  butchery,  whichever  the  reader 
chooses  to  «ul  it,  which  are  now  probably  anti- 
quated. 

When  Ravenswood,  who  followed  a  short  space 
behind  bis  friend,   saw  that  the  stag  bad  fallen, 
his  temporanr  ardour  for  the  chase  gave  way  to  that 
feefing  of  reluctance  which  he  endured,  at  encoun- 
tering in  his  fallen   fortunes  the  gaze  whether  of 
equals  or  inferiors.    He  reined  up  his  horse  on  (he 
top  of  a  gentle  eminence,  from  which  he  observed 
the  busy  and  gay  scene  beneath  him,  and  heard  the 
whoops  of  theliuntsmen  gayly  mingled  with  the  cry 
oi  the  does,  and  the  neighing  and  trampling  of  the 
horses.    But  these  jovial  sounds  fell  sadly  on  the  ear 
of  the  mined  nobleman.    The  chase,  with  all  its  train 
of  excitations,  has  ever  since  feudal  times  been  ac- 
coonted  the  almost  exclusive  privilege  of  the  aristoc- 
racy, and  was  anciently  their  chief  employment  in 
times  of  peace.    The  sense  that  he  was  excluded  bv 
his  atuation  from  enjoying  the  silvan  sport,  which 
his  rank  assigned  to  him  as  a  special  prerogative,  and 
the  feeling  that  new  men  were  now  exercising  it  over 
the  downs,  which  had  been  jealously  reserved  by  his 
ancestors  for  their  own  amusement,  while  he,  the 
heir  of  the  domain,  was  fain  to  hold  himself  at  a  dis- 
«  Uooe  from  their  party,  awakened  reflections  calcu- 
Uiad  to  depress  deeply  a  mind  like  Ravenswood' s, 
vhich  was  naturally  contemplative  and  melancholy. 
Hit  pride,  however,  soon  shook  off  this  feeling  of 
dejection,  and  it  gave  way  to  impatience  upon  ilnaing 
thai  his  volatile  Iriend  Bucklaw  seemed  in  no  hurry 
•    to  retom  with  his  borrowed  steed,  which  Ravens- 
^v^ood,  before  leaving  the  field,  wished  to  see  restored 
to  die  obliging  owner.    As  ne  was  about  to  move 
^owns^  the  group  of  assembled  himtsmen,  he  was 
;<|ined  by  a  horseman,  who  Uke  himself  bad  kept 
aloof  dtmng  the  fall  of  the  deer. 

This  personage  seemed  stricken  in  years.    He  wore 
a  actriet  doak,  buttoning  high  upon  nis  face,  and  his 
hat  was  unlooped  and  slouched,  probably  by  way  of 
defence  asainst  the  weather.    His  norse,  a  strong  and 
stcadv  palfrey,  was  calculated  for  a  rider  who  pro- 
posed to  witness  the  sport  of  the  day,  ratlier  than  to 
i    fnn  it    An  attendant  waited  at  some  distance,  and 
I    the  whole  eauipment  was  that  of  an  elderly  gentle- 
nan  of  rank  and  fashion.    He  accosted  Ravens- 
I    wood  very  politely,  but  not  without  some  embarrass- 
I    laem. 


"You  seem  a  gallant  young  gentleman,  air."  he 
said,  "and  yet  appear  as  indmerent  to  this  brave 
sport  as  if  you  had  my  load  of  years  on  your  shoul- 
ders." 

**  I  have  followed  the  sport  with  more  q^irit  on  other 
occasions,"  replied  the  Master;  "at  present,  late 
events  in  my  family  must  be  my  apology— and  be- 
sides," he  added.  "  I  was  but  indifferently  mounted  at 
the  beginning  or  the  sport." 

"I  think,"  said  the  stranger,  "one  of  my  attendants 
had  the  sense  to  accommodate  your  fhend  with  a 
horse." 

"  I  was  much  indebted  to  his  pohteness  and  yours," 
replied  Ravenswood.  *'  My  friend  is  Mr.  Hayston  of 
Bucklaw,  whom  I  dare  say  you  will  be  sure  to  find  in 
the  thick  of  the  keenest  sportsmen.  He  will  return 
your  servant's  horse,  and  take  my  pony  in  exchange 
—and  will  add,"  he  concluded,  turning  his  horses 
head  from  the  stranger,  "  his  best  acknowledgments 
to  mine  for  the  accommodation." 

The  Master  of  Ravenswood  having  thus  expressed 
himself^  began  to  move  homeward,  with  the  manner 
of  one  who  nas  taken  leave  of  his  company.  But  the 
stranger  was  not  so  to  be  shaken  off.  He  turned  his 
horse  at  the  same  time,  and  rode  in  the  same  direc- 
tion so  near  to  the  Master,  that,  without  outriding 
him,  which  the  formal  civility  or  the  time,  and  the 
respect  due  to  the  stranger's  age  and  recent  civility, 
would  have  rendered  improper,  he  could  not  easily 
escape  fh)m  his  company. 

The  stranger  did  not  long  remain  silent.  "This, 
then,"  he  said,  "  is  the  ancient  Castle  of  Wolfs  Crag, 
often  mentioned  in  the  Scottish  records,"  looking  to 
the  old  tower,  then  darkening  under  the  influence  of 
a  stormy  cloud,  that  formed  its  back-ground  j  for  at 
the  distance  of  a  short  mile,  the  chase,  having  been 
circuitous,  had  brought  the  hunters  nearly  back  to  the 
point  which  they  had  attained,  when  Ravenswood 
and  Bucklaw  had  set  forward  to  join  them. 

Ravenswood  answered  this  observation  with  a  cold 
and  distant  assent. 

"  It  was.  as  I  have  heard,"  continued  the  stranger, 
unabashed  by  his  coldness,  "one  of  the  most  eariy 
possessions  of  the  honourable  family  of  Ravens- 
wood." 

"  Their  earliest  possession,"  answered  the  Master, 
"and  probably  their  latest." 

"I— I-7I  should  hope  not, sir,"  answered  the  stran- 
ger, clearing  his  voice  with  more  than  one  cough,  and 
making  an  effort  to  overcome  a  certain  degree  of  hesi- 
tation,—"  Scotland  knows  what  she  owes  to  this 
ancient  family,  and  remembers  their  frequent  and 
honourable  achievements.  I  have  Utile  doubt,  that, 
were  it  property  represented  to  her  majesty  that  so 
ancient  and  noble  a  family  were  subjected  to  dilapida- 
tion—I  mean  to  decay— means  might  be  found,  adrc- 
isdificandum  antiquam  domum" 

"1  will  save  you  the  trouble,  sir,  of  discussing  this 
point  farther,"  mterruptcd  the  Master,  haughtily.  "  I 
am  the  heir  of  that  unfortunate  House— I  am  tlio 
Master  of  Ravenswood.  And  you,  sir,  who  seem  to 
be  a  gentleman  of  fashion  and  education,  must  be 
sensible,  that  the  next  mortification  after  being  un- 
happy, is  the  being  loaded  with  undcsired  conmusse- 
raiion." 

"I  begyour  pardon,  sir,"  said  the  elder  horseman— 
"I  did  not  know— 1  am  sensible  I  ought  not  to 
have  mentioned— nothinff  could  be  farther  from  my 
thoughts  than  to  suppose  

"  There  are  no  apologies  necessary,  sir,"  answered 
Ravenswood,  "  for  here,  I  suppose^  our  roads  sepa- 
rate, and  I  assure  you  that  we  part  m  perfect  equani- 
mity on  my  side." 

M  speaking  these  words,  he  directed  his  horse's 
head  towards  a  narrow  caureway^  the  ancient  ap- 
proach to  Wolfs  Crag,  of  which  it  might  be  tnijy 
said,  in  the  words  of  the  Bard  of  Hope,  that 

"  Preqoented  bjr  few  was  tho  traat-cover'd  road, 

Wbera  tbe  banter  of  deer  aod  the  warrior  Urode, 

To  liis  hiUa  that  eocirde  Uio  sea." 

But,  ere  he  could  disengage  himself  from  his  compan- 
ion, the  young  lady  we  have  already  mentioned  came 
up  to  join  the  stranger,  followed  by  her  servants. 
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"  Daughter."  said  the  etraogcr  to  the  masked  dam- 

iL  "  this  is  the  Master  of  Ravanswood." 

It  would  have  been  natural  that  the  gentleman 
should  have  replied  to  this  introduction ;  but  there 
was  something  in  the  graceful  form  and  retiring 
modesty  of  the  female  to  whom  he  was  thus  pre- 
^entedi  which  not  only  prevented  him  from  inauiring 
to  whom,  and  by  whom,  the  annunciation  had  been 
made,  but  which  even  for  the  time  struck  him  abso- 
lutely mute.  At  this  moment  the  cloud  which  had 
lon^  lowered  above  the  height  on  which  Wolfs  Cra« 
is  situated,  and  which  now,  as  it  advanced,  spread 
itself  in  darker  and  denser  fplds  both  over  land  and 
sea,  hiding  the  distant  objects  and  obscuring  those 
which  were  nearer,  turning  the  sea  to  a  leaden  com- 
plexion, and  the  heath  to  a  darker  brown,  began 
now,  by  one  or  two  distant  peals,  to  announce  the 
thunders  with  which  it  was  fraught;  while  two 
flashes  of  lightning,  following  each  other  very  closely, 
showed  in  the  distance  the  gray  turrets  of  Wolfs 
Crag,  and,  more  nearly,  the  rolling  billows  of  the 
ocean,  crested  suddenly  with  red  and  dazzling  light. 

The  horse  of  the  fair  nuntress  showed  symptoms  of 
impatience  and  restiveneas,  and  it  became  impossible 
for  Ravenswood,  as  a  man  or  a  gentleman,  to  leave 
her  abruptly  to  the  cnre  of  an  aged  father  or  her 
menial  attendants.  He  was,  or  oelieved  himself, 
obliged  in  courtesy,  to  take  bold  of  her  bridle^  and 
assist  her  in  managing  the  unruly  animal.  Whilo  he 
was  thus  engaged  the  old  gentleman  observed  that 
the  storm  seemed  to  increase — ^that  they  were  far 
from  Lord  Bittlebrainr.  whose  suests  they  were  for 
(he  present— and  that  he  would  be  obliged  to  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood  to  point  him  the  way  to  the 
nearest  place  of  refuge  from  the  storm.  At  the  same 
time  he  cast  a  wistful  and  embarrassed  look  towards 
the  Tower  of  Wolfs  Crag,  which  seemed  to  render  it 
almost  impossible  for  the  owner  to  avoid  o0ering  an 
old  man  and  a  lady,  in  such  an  emergency,  the  tem- 
porary use  of  his  house.  Indeed,  the  condition  of  the 
young  huntress  made  this  courtesy  indispensable; 
for,  m  the  course  of  the  services  which  he  ren- 
dered, he  could  not  but  perceive  that  she  trembled 
much,  and  was  extremely  agitated,  from  her  appre- 
hensions, doubtless,  of  the  coming  storm. 

I  know  not  if  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  shared 
her  terrors,  but  he  was  not  entirely  free  from  some- 
thing like  a  similar  disorder  of  nerves,  as  he  observed, 
"The  Tower  of  Wolfs  Crag  has  nothing  to  offer 
beyond  the  shelter  of  its  rooi^  but  if  that  can  be  ac- 
cciJiable  at  such  a  moment*'— he  paustxl,  as  if  the  rest 
of  the  invitation  stuck  in  his  throat.  But  the  old  gen- 
tleman, his  self-constituted  companion,  did  not  allow 
him  to  recede  from  the  invitation,  which  he  had 
rather  suffered  to  be  implied  than  du'cctly  expressed. 

'•  The  storm,"  said  the  stranger,  "  must  be  an 
apology  for  waving  ceremony— his  daughter's  health 
was  weak— she  had  suffered  much  from  a  recent 
alarm— he  trusted  their  intrusion  on  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood^s  honpitality  would  not  be  altogether 
unpardonable  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case— his 
child's  safety  must  be  dearer  to  him  than  ceremony." 

There  was  no  room  to  retreat  The  Master  of 
Ravenswood  led  the  way,  continuing  to  keep  hold  of 
the  lady's  bridle  to  prevent  her  horse  from  starting  at 
some  unexpected  explosion  of  thunder.  He  was  not 
so  bewildered  in  his  own  hurried  reflections,  but  that 
he  remarked,  that  the  deadly  paleness  which  had 
occupied  her  neck  and  temples,  and  such  of  her  fea- 
tures as  the  riding-mask  left  exposed,  gave  place  to  a 
deep  and  rosy  sumision ;  and  he  felt  with  embarrass- 
ment that  a  flush  was  by  tacit  sympathy  excited  in 
his  own  cheeks.  Hie  stranger,  witn  watchfulness 
which  hediss^uised  under  apprehensions  for  the  safety 
of  his  daughter,  continued  to  observe  the  expression 
of  the  Master's  countenance  as  they  ascended  the 
hill  to  Wolfs  Crag.  When  they  stood  in  front  of 
that  ancient  fortress,  Ravenwood  s  emotions  were  of 
a  very  compHcated  description ;  and  as  he  led  the 
way  into  the  rude  court-yard,  and  halloo'd  to  Caleb 
to  give  attendance,  there  was  a  tone  of  sternness, 
almost  of  fierceness,  which  seemed  somewhat  alien 
from  the  courtesies  of  one  who  is  receiving  honoured 
guesta 


Caleb  came ;  and  not  the  paleness  of  the  fair  stran- 
ger  at  the  first  approach  of  the  thunder,  nor  the  pale- 
ness of  any  oth^  person,  in  any  other  circumstances 
whatever,  equalled  that  which  overcame  the  thin 
cheeks  of  the  disconsolate  seneschal,  when  he  beheld 
this  accession  of  guests  to  the  castle,  and  reflected 
that  the  dinner  hour  was  fast  approaching.  *'  Is  he 
dail?"  he  muttered  to  himself.-  is  he  clean  daft  a' 
thegither,  to  bring  lords  and  leddies,  and  a  host  of 
folk  behint  them,  and  twal-o-clock  chappit  ?"  Then 
ai^Hoaching  the  Master^  he  craved  pardon  for  having 
permitted  the  rest  of  his  people  to  go  out  to  see  the 
hunt,  observing,  that  "they  wad  never  think  of  bis 
lordship  coming  back  till  mirk  night,  and  that  he 
dreaded  they  might  play  the  truant." 

"  Silence,  Balderstone,"  said  Ravenswood.  sternly; 
"  your  folly  is  unseasonable.— Sir  and  madam,"  ne 
said,  turning  to  his  guests,  "  this  old  man,  and  a  yet 
older  and  more  imbecile  female  domestic,  form  my 
whole  retinue.  Our  means  of  refreshing  you  are 
more  scanty  than  even  so  miserable  a  retinue,  and  a 
dwelling  so  dilapidated,  might  seem  to  promise  you; 
but,  such  as  they  may  chance  to  be,  you  may  com- 
mand them." 

The  elder  stranger,  struck  with  the  ruined  and  even 
savage  appearance  of  the  Tower,  rendered  still  more 
disconsolate  by  the  lowering  and  gloomy  sky,  and 
perhaps  not  altogether  unmoved  by  the  grave  and 
determined  voice  m  which  their  host  addressed  them, 
looked  round  him  anxiously,  as  if  he  half  repented  tho 
readiness  with  which  he  had  accepted  the  offered 
hospitality.  But  there  vvas  now  no  opportimity  of 
receding  from  the  situation  in  which  he  had  placed 
himselfT 

Ab  for  Caleb,  he  was  so  utterly  stimned  by  hia 
master's  public  and  unqualified  acknowledgment  of 
the  nakedness  of  the  land,  that  for  two  minutes  he 
could  only  mutter  within  his  hebdomadal  beard, 
which  had  not  felt  the  razor  for  six  days,  "  He's  daft 
—clean  daft— red  wud,  and  awa  wi't !  But  deil  hae 
Caleb  Balderstone,"  said  he,  collecting  his  powers  of 
invention  and  resource,  "if  the  family  shall  lose 
credit,  if  he  were  os  mad  as  the  seven  wise  masters  1" 
He  then  boldly  advanced,  and  in  sinte  of  his  master^a 
frowns  and  impatience^  gravely  asked,  "if  he  should 
not  serve  up  some  slight  refection  for  the  young 
leddy.  and  a  glass  of  tokay,  or  old  sack— or" 

"  Truce  to  this  ill-iimedT foolery,"  said  the  Master, 
sternly, — "  put  the  horses  into  the  stable,  and  interrupt 
us  no  more  with  your  absurdities." 

**  Your  honour^  pleasure  is  to  be  obeyed  aboon  a* 
ihinRB."  said  Caleb;  "nevertheless,  as  for  the  sack 
and  tokay  which  it  is  not  your  noble  guests'  pleasure 
to  accept  

But  here  the  voice  of  Bucklaw,,  heard  even  above 
the  clattering  of  hoofs  and  braying  of  horns  with 
which  it  mingled,  announced  that  he  was  scaling  the 
pathway  to  toe  Tower  at  the  head  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  gallant  hunting  train. 

"The  deil  be  in  me"  said  Caleb,  taking  heart  in 
spite  of  this  new  invasion  of  Philistines,  "  ifthey  shall 
beat  me  yet!  The  helUcat  ne'er-do-weel !— to  bring 
such  a  crew  here,  that  will  expect  to  find  brandy  as 
plenty  as  ditch-water,  and  he  kenning  sae  absolutely 
the  case  in  whilk  we  stand  for  the  present !  But  I  trow, 
could  I  get  rid  of  ihae  gapping  gowks  of  flunkies  that 
hae  won  into  the  bourt-yard  at  the  back  of  their 
betters,  as  mony  a  man  gets  preferment,!  could  make 
a'  right  yet" 

The  meaaores  whidi  he  took  to  execute  this  daunt- 
less resolution,  the  reader  shall  learn  in  the  next  chap- 
ter. 


CHAPTER  X. 

With  tbroat  amlaked,  witti  black  lipi  baksd, 

Agape  they  heard  him  call ; 
Grameroj  they  for  joy  did  nin. 
And  all  at  onoe  their  breath  drew  in, 

A«  they  had  bdbn  drinkius  all  I 

OounuDGB's  "  Rimqfau  jbieieni  Marimr.*' 

Hatston  of  Bucklaw  was  one  of  the  thoughtless 
class  who  never  hesitate  between  their  friend  and 
their  jest.  When  it  was  announced  that  the  principal 
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p«rson»  of  the  chase  had  taken  their  route  toM^utls 
Wolfs  Crag,  the  huniamen,  as  a  point  of  civility, 
nikard  to  tnnsfer  the  veniBon  to  that  mansion;  a 
rroffef  which  was  readily  accepted  by  Bucklaw,  who 
Thoitfbt  much  of  the  astonishmeat  which  their  arrival 
m  fm  body  would  occasion  poor  old  Caleb  Balder- 
stone,  and  very  litdc  ojT  the  dilemma  to  which  he  was 
about  to  expose  his  friend  the  Maister^  so  ill  circum- 
stanced to  receive  such  a  party.  But  m  old  Caleb  he 
fiad  to  do  with  a  crafty  and  alert  antagonist,  prompt  at 
supplying,  upon  all  emergencies^  evasions  and  excuse 
suitable,  as  ne  thought,  to  the  dignity  of  the  familv. 

*'  Praise  be  blest  r  said  Caleb  to  himself;  "  ae  leaf 
of  the  muckle  gate  has  been  swung  to  wi'  yestreen's 
wind,  and  I  think  I  can  manage  to  shut  the  ither." 

But  he  was  desirous,  like  a  prudent  governor,  at  the 
same  time  to  get  rid,  ii  possible,  of  the  mternal  enemy, 
m  which  lisht  he  considered  almost  everv  one  who 
eat  and  dramc,  ere  he  took  measures  to  exclude  those 
\k  horn  their  jocund  noise  now  pronounced  to  be  near 
at  band.  He  waited,  therefore,  with  impatience  until 
bi9  master  had  shown  his  two  principal  g^uests  into 
the  Tower,  and  then  commenced  his  operations. 

"I  think,"  he  said  to  the  stranger  menials,  '*  that  as 
they  are  bringing  the  stag's  head  to  the  castle  in  all 
honour,  we.  who  are  in-dwellers,  should  receive  them 
at  the  gate. 

Hie  unwary  grooms  had  no  sooner  hurried  out,  in 
compliance  with  this  insidious  hint,  than,  one  fold- 
ing-door of  the  ancient  gate  being  already  closed  by 
the  wind,  as  has  been  already  intimated,  honest  Caleb 
lost  no  time  in  shutting  the  other  with  a  clang,  which 
resounded  from  donjon-vault  to  battl^ent  Jtlaving 
thus  secured  the  pass,  he  forthwitli  mdulged  tlie  ex- 
cluded huntsmen  in  orief  parley,  from  a  small  pro- 
j«ctiD2  window,  or  shot-hole,  through  which,  m  former 
days,  ine  warders  were  wont  to  reconnoitre  those  who 
r resented  themselves  before  the  gatea  He  gave 
(hem  to  understand,  in  a  short  and  pithy  speech,  that 
the  gate  of  the  castle  was  never  on  any  account 
opowd  during  meal-times^-that  his  lionour,  the  Mas- 
ter of  Ravenswood.  and  some  guests  of  quahty,  had 
not  sat  down  to  dinner— that  therQ  was  excellent 
brandy  at  the  hostler-wife's  at  Wolf's-hope  down  be- 
bw— and  he  held  out  some  obscure  hint  that  the 
r^oning  would  be  discharoed  by  the  Master;  but 
thiB  was  uttered  in  a  very  dubious  and  oracular  stram, 
for,  bke  Louis  XIV.,  Caleb  Balderstone  hesitated  to 
carry  finesse  so  tar  as  direct  falsehood,  and  was  con- 
tent to  deceive,  if  possible,  without  directly  lying. 

Hiis  annunciation  was  oeceived  with  surprise  by 
some,  with  laughter  bv  others,  and  with  dismay  by 
(be  expdkd  lackeys,  wno  endeavoured  to  demonstrate 
that  laear  right  of  ra-admission,  for  the  purpose  of 
waiting  m»n  their  master  and  mistress,  was  at  least 
iodwputable.  But  Caleb  was  not  in  a  humour  to  un- 
dt:rstand  or  admit  any  distinctions  He  stuck  to  his 
original  jwopoation  with  that  dogi^ed,  but  convenient 
pertinacity,  which  is  armed  acamst  all  conviction, 
and  deaf  to  all  reasoning.  Bucklaw  now  came  from 
ihe  rear  of  the  party,  and  demanded  admittance  in  a 
^trf  angry  tone.  But  the  resolution  of  Caleb  was 
inMBOfaWk 

"^If  the  king  on  the  throne  were  at  the  gate,'*  he 
dechnd.  "*  his  ten  fingers  should  never  open  it  con- 
trair  to  the  established  use  and  wont  of  the  family  of 
Rs^^enmood,  and  his  difty  as  their  head-servant." 

Baddaw  was  now  extremely  incensed,  and  with 
more  oaths  and  curses  than  we  care  to  repeat,  decUred 
kimsdf  most  unworthily  treated,  and  demanded  po- 
remptoriiy  lo  speak  with  the  Master  of  Ravenswood 
himsdC  Bat  to  this,  also,  Caleb  turned  a  deaf  ear. 

"  He's  88  soon  a-nleeze  as  a  tap  of  tow  the  lad 
Bocklaw,"  he  said :  "  but  the  deil  of  ony  roaster's  face 
^  be  shall  flee  till  he  nas  sleepit  and  waken'd  on't.  He'll 
ken  himiell  better  the  mOm's  morning.  It  sets  the 
like  o'  hiffl,  to  be  bringing  a  crew  of  drunken  hunters 
%en,  wheo  be  keos  there  is  but  Uttle  preparation  to 
■Joken  his  tin  drought"  And  he  disappeared  fipom 
Vhe  window, leaving  diem  all  to  digest  their  exclusion 
•stheybeitibight. 

Bat  anoQOriieraon,  of  whose  presence  CaleK  in  the 
Ansnatwn  dtvke  debate  was  not  aware,  had  listened 
In  sdeace  to  iu  progress.    This  was  the  principal  do- 
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mestic  of  the  stranger— a  man  of  trust  and  conse- 
quence—the same  who,  in  the  hunting-field,  had  ac- 
commodated Bucklaw  with  the  use  of  his  horse.  He 
was, in  the  stable  when  Caleb  hdd  contriv^  the  ex- 
pulsion of  his  felbw-servants,  and  thus  avoided  shai- 
mg  the  same  fate  from  which  his  personal  importance 
would  certainly  not  have  otherwise  saved  him. 

•This  personage  perceived  the  manoeuvre  of  Caleb, 
easily  appreciated  the  motive  of  his  conduct,  ana 
knowing  his  master's  intentions  towards  the  family 
of  Ravenswood.  had  no  difficulty  as  to  the  line  of 
conduct  he  ought  to  adopt.  He  took  the  place  of 
Caleb  (unoerceived  by  the  latter)  at  the  post  of  audi- 
ence whicn  he  had  just  left,  and  announced  to  the 
assembled  domestics,  "  that  it  was  his  master's  plea- 
sure that  Lord  Bittlebrains'  retinue  and  his  own  should 
go  down  to  the  adjacent  change-house,  and  call  for 
what  refreshments  they  might  have  occasion  for,  and 
he  should  take  care  to  discharge  the  lawing." 

The  joDy  troop  of  huntsmen  retired  from  the  inhos- 
pitable gate  of  Wolfs  Crag,  execrating,  as  they  de- 
scended the  steep  path- way,  the  niagard  and  unworthy 
disposition  of  the  proprietor,  and  damninji^,  with  more 
than  silvan  Ucense,  both  the  castle  and  its  inhabitants. 
Bucklaw,  with  many  qualities  which  would  have 
made  him  a  man  of  worth  and  judgment  in  more  fa- 
vourable circumstances,  had  been  so  utterly  n^ected 
in  Doint  of  education,  that  he  was  apt  to  thmk.  and 
feel  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  companions  of  his 
pleasures.  The  praises  which  had  recently  been  heap- 
ed upon  himseu  he  contrasted  with  the  general  abuse 
now  levelled  airainst  Ravenswood— he  recalled  to 
his  mind  the  dull  and  monotonous  days  he  had  spent 
in  the  Tower  of  WolTs  Crag,  compared  with  the  jovi- 
alty  of  his  usual  life— he  felt,  with  great  indignation, 
his  exclufljon  from  the  casde^  which  he  considered  as 
a  gross  anront,  and  every  mmgled  feeling  led  him  to 
break  ofi'the  union  which  he  liad  formed  with  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood. 

On  arriving  at  the  change-house  of  the  village  of 
Wolf's-hope,  he  unexpectedly  met  with  an  old  ac- 
quaintance just  alighung  from  his  horse.  This  was 
no  other  than  the  very  respectable  Captain  Craigen- 
geli,  who  immediately  came  up  to  him,  and,  without 
appearing  to  retain  any  recollection  of  the  indifferent 
terms  on  which  they  had  parted,  shook  him  by  the 
hand  in  the  warmest  manner  possible.  A  warm  srasp 
of  the  hand  was  what  Bucklaw  could  never  he^  re- 
turning with  cordiaUty.  and  no  sooner  had  Craigen- 
gelt  felt  the  pressure  ot  his  fingers  than  he  knew  the 
terms  on  which  he  stood  with  nim. 

*'  Long  life  to  you,  Bucklaw  !"  he  exclaimed ; 
"  there's  life  for  honest  folk  in  this  bad  world  yet !" 

The  Jacobites  at  this  period,^  with  what  propriety  I 
know  not,  used,  it  must  be  noticed,  the  terra  ot  kone$t 
men  as  peculiarly  descriptive  of  their  own  party. 

"  Ay,  and  for  others  besides,  it  seems,'  answered 
Bucklaw  I  ''otherways.  how  came  you  to  venture 
hither,  noble  Captain  7'* 

"  Who— I  ?— I  am  as  free  as  the  wind  at  Martin- 
mas, that  pays  neither  land-rent  nor  aimualj  all  is 
explained'—all  settled  with  the  honest  old  drivellera 
yonder  of  Auld  Reekie— Pooh !  pooh  I  they  dared  not 
keep  me  a  week  of  days  in  durance.  A  certain  person 
has  better  friends  among  them  than  you  wot  ofi  and 
can  serve  a  friend  when  it  is  least  likefy." 

"P^aw !"  answered  Hayston,  who  perfectly  knew 
and  thorou^y  despised  the  character  of  this  man, 
**  none  of  your  cogging  gibberish— tell  me  truly,  are 
you  at  tiberty  and  m  safety  V 

. "  Free  ana  safe  as  a  whig  bailie  on  the  causeway  of 
hii  Qwn  borough,  or  a  canting  presbyterian  minister 
in  his  own  pulpit— and  I  came  to  tell  you  that  you 
need  not  remain  in  hiding  any  longer." 

"Then  I  suppose  you  call  yourself  my  friend.  Cap- 
tain Craigeiigelt  T*  said  Bucklaw. 

"Friend!''^ replied  Craigengelt,  "my  cock  of  the 

Eit?  why,  I  am  thy  very  Achates,  man,  as  I  have 
eard  scnolars  say— hand  and  glove— bark  and  tree 
— thine  to  life  and  death !" 

"I'll  try  that  in  a  moment,"  answered  Bucklaw. 
"  "Thou  art  never  without  money,  however  thou  conest 
by  it.  Lend  me  two  pieces  to  wash  the  duflt  out  of  thaae 
honest  fbUows'  throats  in  the  first  place,  and  then"— 
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"Two  pwcesi  twenty  we  at  ihy 
knd  twenly  )o  back  thr- 

"Ay-aayjoaaaV 
nilursi  ponettr- —  '-^ 


couched  under  bi 


generoffity.  "  Craigongali,  you  are  either  an  honeal 
rellowin  right  gooJesrnest,  and  I  scares  know  how 
10  believe  thai— or  you  are  cleverer  ihon  I  imk  you 


oucli   and   try— tlie  goM  ii 


He  put  I  iniBi.-.,  ~ 

band,  which  ne  ihrust ^. 

couatinK  or  looking  at  ibem,  only 


ir  gold  piece*  inlo  BacklaVi 

■ —  ■•■ ket  wilhout  eithei 

WCTVinR  "thai he 
enlist,  though  the 


a  need  that 

devilotlered  tbepresB-mon. . 

the  hunlemen,  he  called  oul.     Come  along,  my  Tad; 

a  BucUbw  !"  sitouted  the  meii  of  ib< 


"  Long  liJFe 

"And  confusion  to  him  th 
■port,  and  leaves  ihehuntera  as  dry  ai  a 
'     ■,  by  way  of  corollary. 
I  01  Kavenswood  was  anc 
'  island."  said 


lakes  his  share  of  t! 


"  The  house  oi 


"  but  it's  losl  its  crtdil  ihis  di 

shown  himself  no  boiler  than  _  ^----j  ,__.-_ 

And  with  Ihis  concluiion,  which  was  iinanimourfy 
agreed  to  by  all  who  heard  ii,  Ihey  niabed  tumullu- 
oualv  into  the  house  of  BnlBrlainraent,  where  (hey 
revelled  (ill  a  lalB  hour.  The  iavial  lempcr  of  Buck- 
law  seldom  permilled  him  to  be  nice  in  the  choice  ol 


lasBine 


leil  from  ihi 
ition  of  an  unusual  apace  of  Bobnely,  and  al 
bsiinence,  he  was  as  happy  in  leading  ihi 
IS  if  hie  comrades  had  been  sons  of  pnneea 

„-.gBll  had  his  own  pitiposes,  in  fonling  him  uj 

Mtha  tupofhiabent',  and  having  same  low  humour 
mod)  impudencK  and  the  power  of  sinking  a  gooi 
MOB,  goderstaiuung  besides  thoroughly  the  dispoai 
tion  of  hia  r^ained  ossodaie.  he  rendiJy  succeeded  ir. 
involving  huu  bumper-deep  in  the  festivily  of  the 
meeling. 

A  very  difTerenl  scene  was  in  the  meant: 
in  the  Tower  of  WolTs  Crag,    When  t hi 
Ravenswood  leflthecouil-ytird,  too  much 
his  own  perpleied  refleclions  lo  pay  allention  lo  il 
vre  of  Caleb,  he  ushered  hia  guests  into  tl 
ill  of  the  castle. 

idcfaligable  Balderstono,  who,  from  choice 
naori,  worked  on  from  morning  lo  ni^t,  had,  by  d 
.grees,  cleared  this  desolate  aparlinent  of  the  cot:fusi 
r^s  of  the  funeral  banquet,  and  restored  it  to  son 
order.  But  not  all  hia  ekiU  and  labour,  in  disooaii 
to  advantage  the  little  furniture  which 
could  remove  the  dark  and  - 
of  those  ancient  and  disfurai: 
windows.  Hanked  by  deep  indenlurca  : 
.  ■  » J  _.!._ leluda  than 


_..„ D--F  —  —---—.., d  gloomy  appearance 

of  the  thunder-sky  add<^  sliU  farther  to  the  obscurity. 
As  Ravenswood,  with  Ihegraceof  a  gallant  of  that 

raasment  of  manner,  handed  ike  young  lady  to  the 
upper  end  of  the  apartment,  her  father  remained 


lothoci_ 

Sge  himself  from  his  hat  and 
1  clang  of  the  portal  was  h 
the  stranger  atarted,  stepped 


to  the  window, 
It  Ravenswood, 
rt  was  shut,  and 

id  Ravenswood, 
IS  of  giving  pro- 
inka,''^he  added, 

ned  dwelling  1" 

1  dlent  and  motionless, 

the  situation  lif  a  per- 
take  upon  himaalf  a  part 
bid  to  present,  and  who  . 


Melh 


the  other  backward,  a 

heaver  from  his  fticc,  h 
had  been  linked  with 

weighed  equal  with  n  ( _  , 

the  sky  seemed  to  increase,  oa  if  to  supply  the  wan 
of  those  mulHingB  which  he  laid  aude  with  such  evi 


vious,  tha 
rd,  as  if  10 

in  making 
advautB— 

the  purpose  of  etvapc 
3 coal,  nnd raised  his 
fbmhkdasiftheono 
on,  or  the  other  hait 
ad.    Tlie  darkness  of 

„ „ trupglo  under  agitntion,  though 

probably  Irom  a  very  ditlcrent  cause.  He  laboured  In 
restrain  his  desire  lo  speak,  while  the  nranger,  to  all 
appearance,  was  at  a  loss  for  words  to  express  what 
he  felt  It  necessary  to  say.  .41  length  Rsvcnswood's 
impatience  broke  the  bounds  he  had  imposed  upon  i(. 
I  nereeivo,"  he  said,  "that  Sir  William  A^ ton  is 
unwilling  to  announce  himself  in  Ibe  Castle  of  Wolfs 
Crag." 

"I  had  hoped  it  was  unnecessary,"  said  the  Lord 
Kr?cpcr,  relieved  from  hia  silence,  as  a  spectre  by  the 
voice  of  the  exorcUl;  "and  I  am  obliged  to  j-ou. 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  for  breaking  tha  loe  at  once, 
where  circumstances  — unhappy  circiinistances,  let 
me  call  them— rcnderad  self-mtroduction  pecutuirly 

"And  I'ai 


wood,  gravciy,  "to com 

aanureryacciaenlair' 

■'^lAit  UB  distinguish  a 


little,"  said  the  Keeper,  as- 
of  ease  which  perlinns  his 
"this  is  an  honour  which  I 


}  longer  expressed  itself  in  di^s  of  open  violence. 
-■  the  feelings  which  Ravenswood  had  begun  " 


leaMeentirelir  losuMue 


n  Ihe 


-...-  Hi»looksglanee«J 

-,--,■; "•  the  daughter  with  an  irresolution, 

of  which  Sir  milianiAi-hton  did  not  think  it  pniprf 
I  owait  the  conclusion.  Ho  hod  now  disembarrassod 
imself  of  hia  riding-dress,  and  walking  mi  tu  his 
sughier,  he  undid  (he  fasteninfr  of  h<!r  mask. 
'  Lucy,  my  love,"  he  said,  raising  her  and  leading 
sr  towards  Ravenswood^  "Lay  aside  yonr  mank,  am 
lur  gntilude  lo  the  Master  optnly  unl 


"If  heisi 


icend  U 


clly  modulated, 
a.  feeling  and  a 


lAjuKij,  [iifli,  eummg  rroiri  a 
ind  so  beaunful.  her  words  ci 


He 


o  the 


ind  ™ger  expression  of  hia  banii- 

loanord  hershelierniHlerbisroofl      | 

hecerEnionialof  theiime  enjoined 

B.    Thoircheekshad  touched  and      | 

.  ~iLi.,.,  =  ~„  i.omeachothei— HavenSHood  bad 

luiited  the  band  which  he  had  taken  in  kindly     J 

by  far  than  waa  usual  to  surh  ceremony,  still  manuS  i 
Ashlon's  beautiful  eboek,  when  the  apart-  ' 
1  suddenly  " 

the  hall.    Every  objeci  

Been  distinctly.,  The  aligh't  and  haif-sinliing  form  of  ' 
IJieif  Ashtoii,  the  weli-prapoHionod  and  stately  liguie  I 
of  Ravenswood,  hia  dark  fealuree,  and  the  fiery  yet  ' 
' '■-  Of  his  eyes  -tha  old  arms  id  I 
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scutcheons  which  hung  on  the  walls  of  the  apartment, 
were  for  an  instant  distinctly  visible  to  the  Keeper  by 
a  strong  red  brilliant  glare  of  light  Its  disappear- 
ance was  almost  instantly  followed  by  a  burst  of 
thunder,  for  the  storm-cloud  was  very  near  the  cas- 
tle; and  the  peal  was  so  sudden  and  dreadful,  that 
the  old  tower  rooked  to  its  foundation,  and  every  in- 
mate concluded  it  was  falling  upon  them.  The  soot, 
which  had  not  been  disturbed  for  centuries,  showered 
down  the  huge  tunnelled  chimneys— limo  and  dust 
flew  in  clouds  from  the  wall ;  and,  whether  the  light- 
ning had  act)ially  struck  the  castle,  or  whether 
through  the  violent  concussion  of  the  air,  several 
iteavy  stones  were  hurled  from  the  mouldering  bat- 
tlements into  the  roaring  sea  beneath.  It  might 
seem  as  if  the  ancient  founder  of  the  castle  were 
bestriding  the  thunder-storm^  and  proclaiming  his 
djsoleasure  at  the  reconciliation  of  his  descendant 
with  the  enemy  of  his  house. 

The  consternation  was  general,  and  it  required  the 
f^rts  of  both  the  Lord  Keeper  and  Ravenswood  to 
keep  Lucy  from  fainting.  Thus  was  the  Master  a 
second  time  engaged  in  the  most  delicate  and  dan- 
gerous of  all  tasks,  that  of  afTording  support  and 
nsastance  to  a  beautiful  and  hdpless  heingt  who,  as 
seen  before  in  a  similar  situation,  had  already  become 
a  favourite  of  his  ima^ation,  both  when  awake  and 
when  slumbering,  u  the  Genius  of  the  House  really 
condemned  a  umon  betwixt  the  Master  and  his  fair 
goest,  the  means  by  which  ha  expressed  his  senti- 
ments were  as  unhappily  chosen  as  if  he  had  been  a 
mere  mortal.  The  train  of  little  attentions,  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  soothe  the  young  lady's  mind,  and 
aid  ner  in  composing  her  spirits,  necessarily  threw 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood  into  such  an  intercourse 
with  her  fiather,  as  was  calculated,  for  the  moment  at 
least,  to  break  down  the  barrier  of  feudal  enmity 
which  divided  them.  To  express  himself  churlishly, 
or  even  coldlv,  towards  an  old  man,  whose  daughter 
(and  wudi  a  daughter)  lay  before  them,  overpowered 
with  natural  terror— and  all  this  under  his  own  roof 
—the  thing  was  impossible;  and  by  the  time  that 
Lucy,  extending  a  hand  to  each,  was  able  to  thank 
them  for  their  kindness,  the  Master  felt  that  his  sen- 
timents of  hostility  towards  the  Lord  Keeper  were 
by  no  means  those  most  predominant  in  his  bosom. 

The  weather,  her  slate  of  health,  the  absence  of 
lier  attendants,  all  prevented  the  possibility  of  Lucy 
Ashton  renewing  her  ioumey  to  Bittlebrains-House, 
which  was  full  five  miles  distant ;  and  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood  could  not  but,  in  common  courtesy, 
of^  the  shelter  of  his  roof  for  the  rest  of  the  day  and 

for  the  night    But  a  flush  of  less  soft  expression,  a  .— , ,  —    - .    ...  ...  _  ,  . 

look  much  more  habitual  to  his  features,  resumed   somewhat  alarmed  m  nis  turn  j     has  any  part  of  toe 
predominance  when  he  mentioned  how  meanly  he  I  castle  fallen  T' 


and  muttering,  **  How  the  deil  cam  he  in  7— but  deil 
may  care— Mysie,  what  are  ye  sitting  shaking  and 
greeting  in  the  chinmey-neuk  for  ?  Come  here—or 
stay  where  ye  are,  and  skirl  as  loud  as  ye  can— it's  a' 
ye're  gude  for— I  say,  ye  auld  deevil.  skirl— skirl- 
louder— louder,  woman— gar  the  gentles  hear  ye  in 
the  ha'— I  have  heard  ye  as  far  off  as  the  Bass  for  a 
less  matter.    And  slay— down  wi'  that  crockery"— 

And  with  a  sweeping  blow,  he  threw  down  from  a 
shelf  some  articles  of  pewter  and  earthenware.  He 
exalted  his  voice  amid  the  clatter,  shouting  and  roar- 
ing in  a  manner  which  changed  Mysie's  hysterical 
terrors  of  the  thunder  into  fears  that  her  old  fellow- 
servant  was  gone  distracted.  "  He  has  dunjg  down 
a'  the  bits  o'  pigs^  too— the  only  thing  we  had  left 
to  baud  a  soup  milk— and  he  has  sput  the  hatted 
kitt  that  was  for  the  Master's  dinner.  Mercy  save 
us,  the  auld  man's  gaen  clean  and  clear  wud  wi'  the 
thunner  I" 

"Haud  your  tongue,  ye  b— f  said  Caleb,  in  the 
impetuous  and  overbearing  triumph  of  succesaful 
invention,  "  a's  provided  now— dinner  and  a'  thing— 
the  thunner's  done  a'  in  a  clap  of  a  hand !" 

"Puir  man,  he's  muckle  astray,"  said  Mysie,  look- 
ing at  him  with  a  mixture  of  pity  and  alarm ;  "I  wie^ 
he  may  ever  come  hame  to  him  sell  again." 

"Here,  ye  auld  doited  deevil,"  said  Caleb,  still 
exulting  in  his  extrication  from  a  dilemma  which 
had  seemed  insurmountable ;  "  keep  the  strange  man 
out  of  the  kitchen— swear  the  thunner  eame  down 
the  chimney,  and  spoiled  the  bwt  dinner  ye  ever 
dresaed— beet— bacon— kid— lark— leverel—wild  fowl 
-venison,  and  what  not  Lay  it  on  thick,  and  never 
mind  expenses.  I'll  awa  up  to  the  ha'— make  a'  the 
confusion  ye  can— but  be  sure  ye  keep  out  the  strange 
servant" 

With  these  charges  to  his  ally,  Caleb  posted  up  to 
the  hall,  but  stopping  to  reconnoitre  through  an 
aperture,  which  time,  tor  the  convenience  of  many  a 
domestic  in  succession,  had  made  in  th^  door,  and 
perceiving  the  situation  of  Miss  Ashton,  he  had  pru- 
dence enough  to  make  a  pause,  both  to  avoid  adding 
to  her  alarm,  and  in  order  to  secure  attention  to  his 
account  of  the  disastrous  effects  of  the  thunder. 

But  when  he  perceived  that  the  lady  was  reco- 
vered, and  heard  the  conversation  turn  upon  the 
accommodation  and  refreshment  which  the  castle 
afibrded,  he  thought  it  time  to  burst  into  the  room  in 
the  manner  announced  in  the  last  chapter. 

"  Wull  a  wins !— wuU  a  wins  I— such  a  misfortune 
to  befa'  the  House  of  Ravenswood,  and  1  to  hve  to 
see  it !" 
"What  is  the  matter,  Caleb?"  said  his  master, 


was  provided  for  the  entertainment  of  his  guests. 

^Do  not  mention  deficiencies,"  said  the  Lord 
Keeper,  eager  to  interrupt  him  and  prevent  his  re- 
ftiming  an  alarming  topic ;  *'  yon  are  preparing  to  set 
oat  for  the  Continent  and  your  house  is  probably  for 
the  present  unfumisned.  All  this  we  understand ; 
hot  if  you  mention  inconvenience,  you  wUl  obUge  us 
to  seek  accommodations  in  the  hamlet" 

As  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  was  about  to  reply, 
the  door  of  the  hall  opened,  and  Caleb  Balderstone 
rushed  in. 


CHAPTER  XL 

Let  them  have  meat  enoogh,  woman— half  a  hen ; 
TlMte  be  old  rottea  pilclitrat-  put  them  off  too ; 
iHs  bot  a  little  new  inoiotinff  of  thmn, 
Aod  a  stroof  onion,  that  ooonrandi  the  MToar. 

Lovt*t  PUgrlmagt. 

Tm  thtmderbolt,  which  had  stuimed  all  who  were 
within  hearing  of  it  had  only  served  to  awaken  the 
bold  and  inventive  genius  oi  the  flower  of  Majors- 
Domo.  Almost  before  the  clatter  had  ceased,  and 
while  there  was  yet  scarce  an  assurance  whether  the 
castle  was  standing  or  falling;  Caleb  exclaimed, 
**  Heavens  be  praised  1— this  comes  to  hand  like  the 
boul  of  a  pint  stoup."  He  then  barred  the  kitchen 
door  in  the  face  of  the  Lord  Keeper's  servant,  whom 
he  perceived  returning  from  the  party  at  the  gate, 


"Castle  £i'an?— na,  but  the  Bute's  fa'an,  and  the 
thunner's  come  right  down  the  kitchen-lumm,  and 
the  things  are  a'  lying  here  awa,  there  awa,  like  the 
Laird  o^  Hotchpotch's  lands— and  wi'  brave  guests 
of  honour  and  quahty  to  entertain"— a  low  bow  here 
to  Sir  W^am  Ashton  and  his  daughter— "and  nae- 
thlng  left  in  the  house  fit  to  present  fordinnei^-orfor 
supper  eithei)  for  aught  that  I  can  s^  I" 
7*1  verily  beheve  you,  Caleb,"  said  Ravenswood, 

Balderstone  here  turned  to  his  master  a  half; 
upbraiding^  half-imploring  countenance,  and  edged 
towards  nim  as  he  repeated,  "It  was  nae  great 
matter  of  preparation ;  but  just  something  added  to 
your  honour's  ordinary  course  of  fare— p«/<y  corcr,  as 
they  say  at  the  Louvre— three  courses  and  the  fnut 


(t  s 


Keep  your  intolerable  nonsense  to  youradf;  you 
old  fooil"^  said  Ravenswood,  mortified  at  his  om- 
ciousness.  yet  not  knowing  how  to  contradict  him, 
without  the  risk  of  giving  rise  to  scenes  yet  more 
ridiculous.  ,        ,     .      . 

Caleb  saw  his  advantage,  and  resolved  to  improve 
it  But  first  observing  that  the  Lord  Ke^)er's  ser- 
vant entered  the  apartment,  and  spoke  apart  with 
his  master,  he  took  the  same  opportunitv  to  whisper 
a  few  words  into  Ravenswood^s  car—"  Hand  your 
tongue,  for  heaven's  sake,  sir-if  it's  my  pleasure 
to  hazard  my  soul  in  telliiig  lees  for  the  honour  of 
the  family,  it^s  nae  business  o'  yours— and  if  ye  let 
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roe  gang  on  quietly,  Vee  be  moderate  in  my  banquet ; 
but  ff  ye  contradict  me,  deil  but  I  dress  ye  a  dinner  fit 
for  a  duke  I" 

Ravenswood,  in  fact,  thought  it  would  be  best  to 
let  his  officious  butler  run  on,  who  proceeded  to  enu- 
merate upon  his  fingers,— "No  muckle  provision— 
might  hae  servcwl  four  persons  of  honour,— first 
course,  capons,  in  white  broth— roast  kid— bacon 
with  reverence,— second  course,  roasted  leveret- 
butter  crabs— a  veal  florentine,— third  course,  black- 
cock—it's black  enough  now  wi'  the  sute— plum- 
damas- a  tart— a  flam— and  some  nonsense  sweet 
things,  and  comfits— and  that's  a'^'  he  said,  seeing 
the  impatience  of  his  master;  "that's  just  a'  was 
o't— forby  the  apples  and  pears." 

Miss  Ashlon  had  by  degrees  gathered  her  spuits, 
BO  far  as  to  pay  some  attention  to  what  was  going 
on ;  and  observing  the  restrained  impatience  of  Ra- 
venswood, contrasted  with  the  peculiar  determina- 
tion of  manner  with  which  Caleb  detailed  his  imagi- 
nary banquet,  the  whole  struck  her  as  so  ridiculous, 
that,  despite  every  effort  to  the  contrary,  she  burst 
into  a  fit  of  iucontroUable  laughter,  in  which  she 
was  joined  by  her  father,  though  with  more  modera- 
tion, and  finally  by  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  him- 
self, though  conscious  that  the  jest  was  at  his  own 
expense.  Their  mirth— for  a  scene  which  we  read 
with  httle  emotion  often  appears  extremely  ludicrous 
to  the  spectators— made  the  old  vault  nng  again. 
They  ceased— they  renewed— they  ceased— they  re- 
newed again  their  shouts  of  laughter  I  Caleb,  in  the 
mean  time,  stood  his  ground  with  a  grave,  angry,  and 
scornful  dignity,  which  greatly  enhanced  the  ndicule 
of  the  scene,  ana  the  mirth  of  the  spectators. 

At  length,  when  the  voices,  and  nearly  the  strength 
of  the  laughers,  were  exhausted,  he  exclaimed,  with 
very  Uttie  ceremony,  "  The  deil's  in  the  gentles !  they 
breakfast  sae  lordly,  that  the  loss  of  the  best  dinner 
ever  cook  pat  fingers  to^  makes  them  as  merry  as  if 
it  were  the  best  jeest  m  a'  Geoige  Buchanan.  If 
there  was  as  little  in  your  honours'  wames.  as  there 
is  in  Caleb  Balderstone's,  less  caickling  wad  serve  ye 
on  sic  a  gravaminous  subject." 

Caleb's  blunt  expression  of  resentment  again  awak- 
ened the  mirth  oi  the  company,  which,  by  the  way, 
he  regarded  not  only  as  an  agression  upon  the  dig- 
nity of  the  family,  but  a  special  contempt  of  the  elo- 
quence with  which  he  himself  had  summed  up  the 
extent  of  their  supposed  losses;— "a  description  of  a 
dinner,"  as  he  said  afterwards  to  Mysie,  that  wad 
hae  made  a  fii'  man  hungry,  and  them  to  sit  there 
laughing  at  it !" 

'HBut,^'  said  Miss  Aahton.  composing  her  coun- 
tenance as  well  as  she  could,  "  are  aUthese  delica- 
cies so  totally  destroyed,  that  no  scrap  can  be  col- 
lected 1" 

"  Collected,  my  leddy !  what  wad  ye  collect  out  of 
the  sute  and  the  ass  1  Ye  may  gang  down  voursell, 
and  look  into  our  kitchen— the  cookmaid  in  the  trem- 
bling exies— the  gude  vivers  lying  a*  about— beef- 
capons,  and  white  broth — florentine  and  flams — 
bacon,  wi'  reverence,  and  a'  the  sweet  confections 
and  whim-whams;  ye'll see  them  a',  my  leddy— that 
is,"  said  he,  correcting  himself,  "yell  no  see  ony  of 
them  now,  for  the  cook  has  soopit  them  up,  as  was 
weel  her  part ;  but  ye'll  see  the  white  broth  where  it 
was  q)ilt  I  pat  my  fingers  in  it.  and  it  tastes  as  like 
Bour-milk  as  ony  thing  else ;  if  that  isna  the  efiect  of 
thonner,  I  kenna  what  is.— ^This  emitleman  here 
couldna  but  hear  the  clash  of  our  haoll  dishes,  china 
and  silver  thwither?" 

The  Lord  Keeper's  domestic^  though  a  statesman's 
attendant,  and  of  course  trained  to  command  his 
countenance  tropn  all  occasions,  was  somewhat  dis- 
composed by  this  appeal,  to  which  he  only  answered 
by  a  bow. 

"  I  think,  Mr.  Butler,"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  who 
began  to  be  afraid  lest  the  prolongation  of  this  scene 
should  at  length  displease  Ravenswoodr— "  I  think, 
that  were  you  to  retire  with  my  servant  Lockhaid— 
he  has  travelled^  and  is  quite  accustomed  to  accidents 
and  contingenaes  of  every  kind,  and  I  hope  betwixt 
you,  you  may  find  out  some  mode  of  supply  at  this 
emeigency.'^ 


"His  honour  kens,"— said  Caleb,  who,  however 
hopeless  of  himself  of  accomplishing  what  was  de- 
sirable, would,  Uke  the  high-spirited  elephant,  rather 
have  died  m  the  effort,  than  brooked  the  aid  of  a 
brother  in  commission,— "  his  honour  kens  wed  1 
need  nae  counsellor,  when  the  honour  of  the  home  is 

concerned."  ....     .   , .    ^^  ,  .  •,     •  j  u* 

"1  should  be  unjust  if  I  denied  it,  Caleb,"  said  hi3 
master :  "  but  your  art  lies  chiefly  in  making  apologies, 
upon  which  we  can  no  more  dme,  than  upon  the  bill 
of  fare  of  our  thunder-hlasted  dinner.  No  w^  possibly, 
Mr.  Lockhard's  talent  may  consist  in  finding  some 
substitute  for  that,  which  certainly  is  not,  and  has  in 
all  probability  never  been."  .,.„-, 

'^Your  honour  is  pleased  to  be  facetioua,"  saKl 
Caleb,  "  but  I  am  sure,  that  for  tlie  warst,  for  a  walk 
as  far  as  Wolf's-hope,  I  could  dine  forty  men,— no 
that  the  folk  there  deserve  your  honours  custom. 
They  hae  been  ill  advised  in  the  matter  of  the  duty- 
eggs  and  butter,  I  winna  deny  that." 
^Do  go  consult  together,"  said  the  Master,  go 
down  to  the  village,  and  do  the  best  you  can.  We 
must  not  let  our  guests  remain  without  refreshmeni, 
to  save  the  honour  of  a  ruined  family.  And  here, 
Caleb— take  my  purse ;  I  believe  that  will  prove  your 
best  &llv  " 

"Purse?  purse,  indeed?"  quoth  Caleb,  indignantly 
flinging  out  of  the  room,-"  what  suld  1  do  wi'  your 
honoi?s  purse,  on  your  ain  grund?  I  trust  we  are  no 


_  _   I  purse,  on  y< 
to  pay  for  our  ain  ? '    ,     .    ..         ,    ,      , 

The  servants  left  the  hall ;  and  the  door  was  no 
sooner  shut,  than  the  Lord  Keeper  began  to  apologize 
for  the  rudeness  of  his  mirth ;  and  Lucy  to  hope  she 
had  given  no  pain  or  oflence  to  the  kind-heanea 
faithKil  old  man.  ,  .  ,  , 

"Caleb  and  I  must  both  leam^  madam,  to  undergo 
with  good  humour,  or  at  least  with  patience,  the  ridi- 
cule which  every  where  attaches  itself  to  poverty." 

"  You  do  yourself  injustice,  Master  of  Ravenswood, 
on  my  word  of  honour,"  answered  his  elder  guest. 
"  I  believe  I  know  more  of  your  affairs  than  you  do 
yourself^  and  I  hope  to  show  you,  that  I  am  interested 
m  them :  and  that— in  short,  that  your  prospects  are 
better  than  you  apprehend.  In  the  mean  time,  I  can 
conceive  nothing  so  respectable,  as  the  spirit  which 
rises  above  misfortunes  and  prefers  honourable  priva- 
tions to  debt  or  dependence." 

Whether  from  fear  of  offending  the  delicacy,  or 
awakening  the  pride  of  the  Master,  the  Lord  Keeper 
made  these  allusions  with  an  appearance  of  fearful 
and  hesitating  reserve,  and  seemed  to  be  afraid  that 
he  was  intruaing  too  rar,  in  venturing  to  touch,  how- 
ever lightly,  upon  such  a  topic,  even  when  the  Master 
had  led  to  it.  In  short,  he  appeared  at  onoe  pushed 
on  by  his  desire  of  appearing  friendly,  and  held  back 
by  the  fear  of  intrusion.  It  was  no  wonder  that  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  little  acquainted  as  he  then 
was  with  life,  should  have  given  this^corummmate 
courtier  credit  for  more  sincerity  than  was  probably 
to  be  found  in  a  score  of  his  cast  ^  He  answered, 
however,  with  reserve,  that  he  was  indebted  ,to  all 
who  mi^t  think  well  of  him ;  and,  apologizing  to 
his  guests,  he  left  the  hall,  in  order  to  make  such 
arrangements  for  their  entertainment  as  circum- 
stances admitted. 

Upon  consulting  with  old  Mysie,  the  acconunoda- 
tions  for  the  night  were  easily  completed,  as  indeed 
they  admitted  of  Uttle  choice.  The  Master  surren- 
dered his  apartment  for  the  use  of  Miss  Ashtoru  and 
Mysie,  (once  a  person  of  consequence,)  dressed  in  a 
black  safm  gown  which  had  belonged  of  yore  to  the 
Master'sgrandmother^  and  had  figured  in  the  court- 
balls  of  Henrietta  Mana.  went  to  attend  her  as  lady^s 
maid.  He  next  fawuirea' after  Bucklaw,  and  under- 
standing he  was  at  the  change-house  with  the  hunts- 
men and  some  companions,  no  desired  Caleb  to  call 
there,  and  acquaint  him  how  he  was  circumstanced 
at  Wolffs  Crait— to  intimate  to  him  that  it  wotild  be 
most  convenient  if  he  could  find  a  bed  in  the  ham- 
let, as  the  elder  guest  must  necessarily  be  quartered  in 
the  secret  chamber,  the  only  spare  oedroom  which 
could  be  made  fit  to  receive  tum.  The  Master  saw  no 
hardship  in  passing  the  night  by  the  hall-fire,  ^wrapt  in 
his  campaign-cloax ;  and  to  Scottish  domestics  of  the 
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dajr,  even  of  the  highest  rank,  nav,  to  young  men  of 
fanuly  or  fashion,  on  any  pinch,  clean  straw,  or  a  dry 
hay-loft,  was  always  held  good  ui^t-quarters. 

For  toe  rest,  Lockhard  had  his  master's  orders  to 

bring  some  venison  from  the  inn,  and  Caleb  was  to 

trust  to  his  ^its  for  the  honour  of  his  family.    The 

Master,  indeed,  a  second  time  held  out  his  purse; 

bat.  as  it  was  in  sight  of  the  strange  servant,  the 

butler  thought  himself  obliged  to  decline  what  his 

fingers  itched  to  clutch.    "  Ck)uldna  he  hae  slippit  it 

gently  into  my  handT'  said  Caleb— "but  his  honour 

will  never  learn  how  to  bearhimsell  in  siccan  cases." 

Myne,  in  the  mean  time,  according  to  a  uniform 

custom  in  remote  places  in  Scotland,  offered  the 

strangers  the  produce  of  her  little  dairy,     while  belter 

meat  was  getting  ready."    And  according  to  another 

custom,  net  yet  wholly  in  desuetude,  as  the  storm  was 

now  drifting  off  to  leeward,  the  Master  carried  the 

Keeper  to  the  top  of  his  highest  tower  to  admire  a 

wide  and  waste  extent  of  view,  and  to  "  weary  for  his 

dinner." 


CHAPTER  XII. 
"  Now  dame/'  quoth  he,  "  Je  Toai  dis  nuu  doate, 
Had  I  nouffbt  of  a  capon  bat  the  liver, 
And  of  FOOT  wtiite  bread  ooufht  but  a  ihiTer, 
And  after  that  a  roasted  pigge'a  head, 
(Bat  I  oe  wold  fbr  me  oo  beaut  vrere  dead.) 
Tttcn  had  I  with  jrott  bomeljr  miflfeTeunne.*' 

Chauosb,  auamer's  Tate. 

It  was  not  without  some  secret  misgivings  that 
Cali^  set  out  upon  his  exploratory  expedition.  In 
fact,  it  was  attended  with  a  trebfe  difficulty.  He 
dared  not  tell  his  master  the  offence  which  he  had  that 
rooming  given  to  Bucklaw  (just  for  the  honour  of  the 
£amily)^he  dar^  not  acknowledge  he  had  been  too 
hasty  m  refusing  the  purse— and,  thirdly,  he  was 
somewhat  apprenensive  of  impleosant  consequences 
tippn  his  meeting  Hayston  under  the  impression  of  an 
anront,  and  probably  by  this  time  under  the  influence 
aho  of  no  small  quantity  of  brandy. 

Caleb,  to  do  him  justice,  was  as  bold  as  any  lion 
where  the  honour  of^the  family  of  Ravenswooa  was 
concerned ;  but  his  was  that  considerate  valour  which 
does  not  delight  in  unnecessary  risks.  This,  how- 
ever, wafl  a  secondary  consideration ;  the  main  point 
was  to  veil  the  indigence  of  the  house-keying  at  the 
castle,  and  to  make  good  his  vaimt  of  the  cheer  which 
his  resources  could  procure^  without  Lockhard's  as- 
sistance, and  without  supplies  from  his  master.  This 
was  as  prime  a  point  of  honour  with  him,  as  with  the 
generous  elephant  with  whom  we  have  already  com- 
paired  hini,  who,  being  over-tasked,  broke  his  skull 
tfarougii  the  desperate  exertions  which  he  made  to  dis- 
charge bis  duty,  when  he  perceived  they  were  bring- 
ingnp  another  to  his  assistance. 

llie  village  which  they  now  approached  had  fre- 
quently afibrded  the  distressed  butler  resources  upon 
similar  emergencies;  but  his  relations  with  it  had 
bera  of  late  much  altered. 

It  waa  a  Httle  hamlet  which  straggled  along:  the  aide 
of  a  creek  formed  by  the  discharge  of  a  small  brook 
into  the  sea,  and  was  hidden  from  the  castla  to  which 
it  had  been  in  former  times  an  appendage,  by  the  in- 
tervention of  the  shoulder  of  a  hnl  formmg  a  prqject- 
mg  headland.  It  was  called  Wolf  s-hope,  {i,  e.  Wolfs 
Haven,)  and  the  few  inhabitants  gained  a  precarious 
a^Mistence  by  manning  two  or  three  fishing-boats  in 
the  herring-aeason,  and  smiiggling^  gin  and  brandy 
duxiog  the  winter  months.  Thev  paid  a  kind  of  here- 
diiarf  respect  to  the  Lorda  of  Kavenswood ;  but,  in 
the  fflificiutiea  of  the  family,  most  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Wolf  s-hope  badeontrived  to  get  feu-iig^ts*  to  their 
little  poasessionsi  tbeir  huts,  kaH-yards,  and  rights  of 
Gomroonty,  so  that  they  were  emancipated  from  the 
chains  of  Kudal  dependence,  and  free  from  the  various 
exactions  with  which,  under  evevy  possible  pretext,  or 
witfaoot  any  pretext  at  all,  the  Scottish  landlords  of 
the  period,  themselves  in  greht  poverw,  were  wont  to 
barmas  their  atill  poorer  tenants  at  wiO.  .They  mig^t 
he,  on  the  whole,  termed  independent,  a  circumstance 

«  That  U.  abaolata  rifhta  of  iwoper^  Tor  the  paymeat  of  a 
mn  aaoa^7,  which  ia  ttmalty  a  triftB  in  mth  caees  a*  are 
aihided  to  in  the  text. 


peculiarly  galling  to  Caleb,  who  had  been  wopt  to 
exercise  over  them  the  same  sweeping  authority  in 
levying  contributions  which  was  exercised  in  former 
times  m  England,  when  "  the  royal  purveyors,  sally- 
ing forth  from  under  the  Gothic  portcullis  to  purchase 
provisions  with  power  and  prerogative,  instead  of 
money,  brought  home  the  plunder  of  a  hundred  mar- 
kets, and  all  that  could  be  seized  from  a  flying  and 
hiding  country,  and  deposited  their  spoil  in  a  himdred 
caverns."* 

Caleb  loved  the  memory  and  resented  the  downfall 
of  that  authority,  which  mimicked,  on  a  petty  scale, 
the  grand  contributions  exacted  by  the  feudal  sove- 
reigns. And  as  he  fondly  flattered  himself  that  the 
awnil  rule  and  right  supremacy  which  assigned  to 
the  Barons  of  Ravenswood  the  first  and  most  effi?ct- 
ive  interest  in  all  productions  of  native  within  five 
miles  of  their  castle,  only  slumbered,  and  was  not  de- 
parted for  ever,  he  used  every  now  and  then  to  give 
the  recollection  of  the  inhabitants  a  little  jog  by  some 
petty  exaction.  These  were  at  first  submitted  to, 
with  more  or  less  readiness,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
hamlet ;  for  they  had  been  so  long  used  to  consider 
the  wants  of  the  Baron  and  his  family  as  having  a 
title  to  be  preferred  to  their  own,  that  tneu"  actual  in- 
dependence did  not  convey  to  them  an  immediate 
sense  of  freedom.  They  resembled  a  man  that  has 
been  long  fettered,  who,  even  at  liberty,  fiBels,  iii  imagi- 
nation, the  grasp  of  the  handcuffs  sdll  binding  his 
wrists.  But  the  exercise  of  freedom  is  quickly  follow- 
ed with  the  natural  consciousness  of  its  imrnunities, 
as  the  enlarged  prisoner,  by  the  free  use  of  his  Uinb& 
soon  dispels  the  cramped  feeling  they  had  acquired 
when  boimd. 

The  inhabitants  of  Wolf's-hope  began  to  grumble, 
to  resist,  and  at  length  positively  to  refuse  compUance 
with  the  exactions  of  Caleb  Balderstone.  It  was  in 
vain  he  remindetl  them,  that  when  the  eleventh  Lord 
Ravenswood,  called  the  Skipper,  from  his  deU^ht  in 
naval  matters,  had  encouraged  the  trade  of  their  port 
by  building  the  pier,  (a  bulwark  of  stones  rudely  piled 
together,)  whien  protected  the  fishing  boats  from  the 
weather,  it  had  been  matter  of  understanding,  that  he 
was  to  have  the  first  stone  of  butter  after  the  calving 
of  every  cow  within  the  barony,  and  the  first  egg, 
thence  called  the  Monday's  egg,  laid  by  every  hen  on 
everv  Monday  in  the  year. 

The  fcuars  heard  and  scratched  their  heads, 
coughed,  sneezed,  and  being  pressed  for  answer,  re- 
joined with  one  voice,  "They  could  not  say ;  '—the 
universal  refUge  of  a  Scottish  peasant,  when  pressed 
to  admit  a  claim  which  his  conscience  owns,  or 
perhaps  his  feelings,  and  his  interest  inclines  him  to 
deny. 

Caleb,  however,  furnished  the  notables  of  Wolf's- 
hope  with  a  note  of  the  requisition  of  butter  and  e«s, 
which  he  claimed  as  arrears  of  the  aforesaid  subady, 
or  kindly  aid,  payable  as  above  mentioned  ;  and 
having  intimated  that  he  would  not  be  averse  to  com- 
pound the  same  for  goods  or  money,  if  it  was  in- 
convenient to  them  to  pav  in  kind,  left  them,  as  he 
hoped,  to  debate  the  mode  of  assessing  themselves 
for  that  purpose.  On  the  contrary,  they  met  with  a 
determined  purpose  of  resisting  the  exaction,  and 
were  only  undecided  as  to  the  mode  of  groimding 
their  opposition,,  when  the  cooper,  a  very  important 
person  on  a  fishing  station,  and  one  of  the  Conscnpt 
Fathers  of  the  village,  observed,  "That  their  hens 
caickled  mony  a  day  for  the  Lords  of  Ravenswood, 
and  it  was  time  they  suld  caickle  for  those  that  gave 
them  roosts  and  barley."  A  unanimous  gnn,  mti- 
mated  the  assent  of  the  assembly.  "  And,"  continuea 
the  orator,  "  if  it's  your  wull,  I'll  just  tak  a  step  as  fat 
as  Dunse  for  Davie  Dingwall  the  wntcr.  that^s  come 
frae  the  North  to  settle  amanst  us,  and  he'll  pit  thia 
job  to  rights,  I'se  warrant  him. 

A  day  was  accordingly  fixed  for  noldiiig  a  flrana 
palavtr  at  Wolf  s-hope  on  the  subject  of  Caleb^s  re- 
ouisitions,  and  he  was  invited  to  attend  at  the  hamlet 
lor  that  purpose.  ,      ,        ,  . 

He  went  with  open  hands  and  empty  ttoroach, 

*  Bnrite*!  Speech  on  Eooaomkal  IUfbnn.-Woriu,  vol.  lij. 
p.  SO. 
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trastine  to  fill  the  one  on  his  master's  account,  and 
the  other  on  his  own  score,  at  the  expense  of  the 
feuars  of  Wolfs-hope.  But,  death  to  his  hopes !  as 
he  entered  the  eastern  end  of  the  straggling  village, 
the  awful  form  of  Davie  Din^ov^ali,  a  slv,  cfry,  hard- 
fisted,  shrewd  country  attorney,  who  had  already 
acted  against  the  family  of  Ravens  wood,  and  wad  a 
principal  agent  of  Sir  William  Ashton  trotted  in  at 
the  western  extremity,  bestriding  a  leathern  port- 
manteau stuffed  with  the  feu-charters  of  the  hamlet, 
and  hoping  he  had  not  kept  Mr.  Balderstone  waiting, 
"  as  he  was  instructed  and  fully  empowered  to  pay  or 
receive,  compound  or  compensate,  and,  in  fine,  to 
aeS*  as  records,  respecting  ail  mutual  and  unsettled 
claims  whatsoever,  belonging  or  competent  to  the 
Honourable  Edgar  Ravenswood,  commonly  called 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood" 

"  The  RigfU  Honourable  Edgar  L0ord  Rarenswoody" 
said  Caleb,  with  great  emphasis;  for,  though  con- 
scious he  had  little  chance  of  advantage  in  the  con- 
flict to  ensue,  he  was  resolved  not  to  sacrifice  one  jot 
of  honour. 

"  Lord  Ravenswood,  then."  said  the  man  of  busi- 
ness ;  **  we  shall  not  quarrel  with  you  about  titles  of 
courtesy— commonly  called  Lord  Ravenswood,  or 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  heritable  proprietor  of  the 
lands  and  barony  of  Wolf's  Crag,  on  the  one  part, 
and  to  John  Whitefish  and  others,  feuars  in  the  town 
of  Wolf  *s-hopc,  within  the  barony  aforesaid,  on  the 
other  part." 

Caleb  was  conscious,  from  sad  experience,  that  he 
would  wage  a  very  different  strife  with  his  paercenary 
champion,  than  with  the  individual  feuars  themselves, 
upon  whose  old  recollections,  predilections,  and  habits 
of  thinking,  he  might  have  wrought  by  a  hundred 
indirect  arguments,  to  which  their  deputy-represent- 
ative was  totally  insensible.  The  issue  of  the  debate 
proved  the  reality  of  his  apprehensions.  It  was  in 
vain  he  strained  his  eloquence  and  ingenuity^  and  col- 
lected into  one  mass  all  arguments  arising  from 
antique  custom  and  hereditary  respect,  from  the  good 
deeds  done  by  the  Lord  of  BLavenswood  to  the  com- 
munity of  Wolf  s-hope  in  former  days,  and  from  what 
might  be  expected  from  them  in  future.  The  writer 
stuck  to  the  contents  of  his  feu-charters— he  could  not 
see  it— 'twas  not  in  the  bond.  And  when  Caleb, 
determined  to  try  what  a  little  spirit  would  do,  de- 
precated the  consequeiiGes  of  Lord  Ravcnswood's 
withdrawing  his  protection  from  the  burgh,  and  even 
hinted  at  his  using  active  meftsure*  of  resentment, 
the  man  of  law  sneered  in  his  uice. 

"His  clients."  he  said,  "  had  determined  to  do  the 
best  they  could  for  their  own  town,  and  he  thought 
Lord  Ravenswood,  since  he  was  a  lord,  might  have 
enough  to  do  to  look  after  his  own  castle.  Ab  to  any 
threats  of  stouthrief  oppression,  by  rule  of  thumb,  or 
viafacti^  as  the  law  termed  it,  he  would  have  Mr. 
Balderstone  recollect,  that  new  times  were  not  as  old 
times— that  they  lived  on  the  south  of  the  Forth,  and 
fiv  from  the  Highlands— that  his  cUents  thought  they 
were  able  to  protect  themselves :  but  should  mey  find 
themselves  mistakeii^  they  would  apply  to  the  govern- 
ment for  the  pfptection  of  a  corporal  and  four  red- 
coats, who,"  said  Mr.  Dingwall,  with  a  grin.  "  would 
be  perfecdy  able  to  secure  them  against  Lora  Ravens- 
wood, ana  all  that  he  or  his  foUowers  could  do  by 
the  strong  hand." 

If  Caleb  could  have  concentrated  all  the  lightnings 
of  aristocracy  in  his  eye,  to  have  struck  dead  this 
contemner  of  allegiance  and  privilege,  he  would  have 
launched  them  at  his  head,  without  respect  to  the 
consequences.  As  it  was,  he  was  compelled  to  turn 
his  course  backward  to  the  castle;  and  there  he 
remamed  for  full  half  a  day  invisible  and  inaccessible 
«ven  to  Mysie,  sequestereu  in  his  own  peculiar  dun- 
geon, wh^  he  sat  burnishing  a  single  pewter-plate, 
and  whistling  Maggy  Lauder  six  hours  without  mter- 
mission. 

T**®  **^f  of  this  unfortunate  requisition  had  shut 
•^wijt, Cweb  all  resources  which  couU  be  denved 
from  WolTs-hqpe  and  its  purlieus,  the  El  Dorado,  or 
Peru,  from  which,  in  all  former  cases  of  exigence,  he 
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had  been  able  to  extract  some  assistance.  He  had, 
indeed,  m  a  manner  vowed  that  the  deil  should  have 
him,  if  ever  he  put  the  print  of  his  foot  within  its 
causeway  again.  He  had  hitherto  kept  his ,  word ; 
and,  strange  to  tell,  this  secession  had^  as  he  intend- 
ed, m  some  degree,  the  effect  of  a  punishment  upon 
the  refractory  feuars.  Mr.  Balderstone  had  been  a 
person  in  their  eyes  connected  with  a  superior  order 
of  beings,  whose  presence  used  to  grace  their  little 
festivities,  whose  advice  they  foundfuseful  on  many 
occasions,  and  whose  communications  ^ve  a  sort  of 
credit  to  tneir  village.  The  place,  they  acknowledged, 
"  didna  look  as  it  used  to  do,  and  should  do,  since 
Mr.  Caleb  keepit  the  castle  sae  closely— but  doubt- 
less, touching  the  eggs  and  butter,  it  was  a  most 
unreasonable  demand,  as  Mr.  Dingwall  had  justly 
made  manifest. 

Thus  stood  matters  betwixt  the  parties,  when  the 
old  butler,  though  it  was  gall  and  wormwood  to  him, 
found  himself  obliged  either  to  acknowledge  before  a 
strange  man  of  quality,  and,  what  was  much  worse, 
before  that  stranger's  servant,  the  total  inability  of 
Wolfs  Crag  to  produce  a  dinner,  or  he  must  trust  to 
the  compassion  of  the  feuars  of  Wolf's-hope.  It  was 
a  dreediul  degradation,  but  necessity  was  equally 
imperious  and  lawless.  With  these  feelings  he  entered 
the  street  of  the  village. 

Willing  to  shake  himself  from  his  companions  as 
soon  as  possible,  he  directed  Mr.  Lockhard  to  Luckie 
S ma' trash's  change-house,  where  a  din.  proceeding 
from  the  revels  of  Bucklaw,  Craigengelt,  and  their 
party,  sounded  half-way  down  the  streeti  while  the 
red  glare  from  the  window  overpowerea  the  gray 
twilight  which  was  now  settling  down,  and  gum- 
mercd  against  a  parcel  of  old  tubs,  kegs,  and  barrels, 
piled  up  in  the  cooper's  yard,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
way. 

If  you,  Mr.  Lockhard,"  said  the  old  butler  to  his 
companion,  "  will  be  pleased  to  step  to  the  change- 
house  where  that  light  comes  froni,  and  where;  as  I 
judge,  they  are  now  sinmng  '  Cauld  Kail  in  Aberueen,' 
ye  may  do  your  masters  errand  about  the  venison, 
and  I  will  do  mine  about  Bucklaw's  bed  as  I  return 
frae  getting  the  rest  of  the  vivers.— It's  no  that  the 
venison  is  actually  needfii'."  he  added,  detaining  his 
colleague  by  the  button,     to  make  up  the  dinner; 


take  it,  in  cose  the  thunner  should  hae  soured  ours  at 
the  castle,— whilk  is  ower  muckle  to  be  dreaded." 
He  then  permitted  Lockhard  to  depart ;  and  with 
foot  heavy  as  lead,  and  yet  far  lighter  than  his  heart, 
stepped  on  through  the  unequal  street  of  the  strag- 
gling village,  meditating  on  whom  he  ought  to  make 
his  first  attack.  It  was  necessary  he  should  find 
some  one,,  with  whom  old  acknowledged  greatness 
should  weigh  more  than  recent  independence,  and  to 
whom  his  appUcation  might  appear  an  act  of  high 
dignity,  relenting  at  once  and  soothing.  But  he  could 
not  recollect  an  mhabitant  of  a  mind  so  constructed. 
"  Our  kail  is  like  to  be  cauld  eneugh  too,"  he  reflect- 
ed, as  the  chorus  of  Cauld  Kail  in  Aberdeen  again 
reached  his  ears.  The  minister— he  had  got  his 
presentation  from  the  late  lord,  but  they  had  quarrelled 
about  tiends ;— the  brewster's  wife— she  had  tnisted 
long— and  the  bill  was  aye  scored  up — and  unless 
the  du;nity  of  the  family  should  actually  require  it,  it 
woida  be  a  sin  to  distress  a  widow  woman.  None 
was  no  able— but,  on  the  other  hand,  none  was  likdy 
to  be  less  willing,  to  stand  his  frienaupon  the  present 
occasion,  than  uibbie  GKrder,  the  man  of  tubs  and 
barreb  already  mentioned,  who  haa  headed  the  insur- 
recuon  in,  the  matter  of  the  mk  and  butter  sulwidy.— 
But  a'  comes  o'  taking  folk  on  the  right  nde.  I 
trow,"  quoth  Caleb  to  hunself ;  "  and  I  hf^  anoe  Uie 
lU  hap  to  say  he  was  but  a  Johnny  Newcome  in  our 
town,  and  the  carle  bore  the  family  an  ill-will 
ever  smce.  But  he  married  a  bonny  young  quean, 
Jean  Lightbody,  auld  Lightbody's  daugbter,  him  that 
was  m  the  steading  of  Loup-thc-Dyke,— and  auld 
Lig^tbody  was  mamed  himsell  to  Marion,  that  was 
about  my  ladv  in  the  family  forty  years  syne— I  hae 
had  mony  a  day's  dafiing  wi*  Jean's  mither,  and  ihef 
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8ay  she  bides  on  wi'  them—the  carle  has  Jacobuses 
and  Georgiuses  bnitb.  an  ane  could  get  at  them— and 
sure  I  am,  it*s  doing  him  an  honour  him  or  his  never 
deserved  at  our  hand,  the  un^acious  sumph ;  and  iif 
he  loses  by  us  a'thegither,  he  is  e'en  cheap  o't,  he  can 
spare  it  brawly." 

Shaking  off  irresolution,  therefore,  and  turning  at 
once  upon  his  heeJL  Caleb  walked  hastily  back  to  the 
cooper^B  bouse,  lilted  the  latch  without  ceremony, 
and^  in  a  moment  found  himself  behind  the  hallan,  or 
partition,  from  which  position  he  could,  himself  un- 
seen, reconnoitre  the  interior  of  the  but^  or  kitchen 
apartment  of  the  mansion. 

Reverse  of  the  sad  menase  at  the  Castle  of  Wolfs 
Crag,  a  bickering  fire  roared  up  the  cooper's  chimnev. 
His  wife  on  the  one  side,  in  her  pearungs  and  pua- 
dinc  sleeves,  put  the  last  finishing  touch  to  her  holi- 
day s  apparel,  while  she  contemplated  a  very  hand- 
some and  good-humoured  face  in  a  broken  mirror, 
raised  upon  the  bink  (the  shelves  on  which  the  plates 
lure  disposed)  for  her  special  accommodation.  Her 
mother,  oldLuckieLoup-the-Dyke,  "  a  canty  carline" 
as  was  within  twenty  miles  of  her,  according  to  the 
unanimous  report  of  the  cummtrs^  or  gossips,  sat  by 
the  fire  in  the  Ml  glory  of  a  grogram  gown,  lammer 
beads,  and  a  clean  cockemony,  whiffing  a,  snug  pipe 
of  tobacco,  and  superintending  the  affairs  of  the 
kitchen.  For-^sight  more  interesting  to  the  anxious 
heart  and  craving  entrails  of  the  desponding  Sene- 
schal, than  either  buxom  dame  or  canty  cummer^ 
there  bubbled  on  the  aforesaid  bickering  fire,  a  huge 
pot,  or  rather  cauldron,  steaming  with  beef  and 
orewis ;  while  before  it  revolved  two  ^ts,  turned  each 
by  one  of' the  cooper's  apprentices,  seated  in  the 
opposite  comers  of  me  chimney ;  the  one  loaded  with 
a  quarter  of  mutton,  while  the  other  was  graced  with 
a  fat  goose  and  a  brace  of  wild  ducks.  The  sight  and 
scent  of  such  a  land  of  plenty  almost  wholly  ov^- 
came  the  drooping  q[)irits  of  Caleb.  He  turned,  for  a 
moment's  space,  to  reconnoitre  the  &en,  or  parlour 
end  of  the  house,  and  there  saw  a  sight  scarce  less 
afifecting  to  his  feelings ;— a  large  round  table,  covered 
for  ten  or  twelve  persons,  decored  (according  to  his 
own  favourite  term)  with  napery  as  white  as  snow ; 
grand  flagons  of  pewter,  intermixed  with  one  or  two 
silver  cups,  containing  as  was  probable,  something 
worthy  the  brilliancy  of  their  outward  appearance ; 
clean  trenchers,  cutty  spoons,  knives  and  forks, 
sharp,  burnished,  and  prompt  for  action,  which  lay  all 
dispjav'ed  as  for  an  especial  festival 

*'The  devil's  in  the  peddling  mb-cooperinj?  carie!" 
muttered  Caleb,  in  all  the  envy  of  astonishment ; 
''it's  a  shame  to  see  the  like  o^  them  gusting  their 

Sbs  at  sic  a  rate.    But  if  some  o'  that  good  cheer 
cs  not  find  it's  way  to  Wolfs  Crag  this  night, 
my  name  is  not  Caleb  Balderstone." 

So  resolving,  he  entered  the  apartment,  and,  in  all 
courteous  greeting,  saluted  both  the  mother  and  the 
daa^ter.  Wolfs  Crag  was  the  court  of  the  barony, 
CaJ3>  prime  minister  at  Wolfs  Crag;  and  it  has  ever 
be^fi  remarked,  that  though  the  masculine  subject 
who  pays  the  taxes,  soraeumes  growls  at  the  cour- 
tiers by  whom  they  are  imposed,  the  said  courtiers 
continue,  nevertheless,  welcome  to  the  fair  sex,  to 
whom  tney  fiimish  the  newest  small-talk  and  the 
earliest  fashions.  Both  the  dames  were,  therefore,  at 
once  about  old  Caleb's  neck,  setting  op  their  throats 
together  by  way  of  welcome. 

Ay,  sirs,  Mr.  Balderstone,  and  is  this  ypu7--A 
sight  of  you  is  gude  for  sair  een—sit  down— sit  down 
—the  gudeman  will  be  blithe  to  see  you— ye  nar 
saw  him  sae  cadgy  in  vour  life ;  but  we  are  to  christen 
our  bit  wean  the  night,  as  ye  will  hae  heard,  and 
doubtless  ye  will  stay  and  see  the  ordinance.— We 
hae  killed  a  wether,  and  ane  o*  our  lads  has  been  out 
wf  his  gun  at  the  moss— ye  used  to  like  wild-fowl." 

"Na— na— guidewife,"  said  Caleb,  "I  just  keekit 
in  to  wish  ye  joy,  and  I  wad  be  glad  to  hae  spoken 
wi*  the  gude  man,  but "  moving,  as  if  to  go  away. 

"The  ne'er  a  fit  ye*s  gang,"  said  the  elder  dame, 
lang^lng  and  holding  him  fost,  with  a  freedom  which 
belonged  to  their  old  acquaintance ; "  wha  kens  what 
in  it  may  bring  to  tho  bairn,  if  ye  oweriook  it  in  that 
gateT* 


"  But  I'm  in  a  preceese  burn',  gudewife,"  said  the 
butler,  suffering  himself  to  be  dragged  to  a  seat  with- 
out much  resistance ;  "  and  as  to  eating"— for  he 
observed  tlie  mistress  of  the  dwelling  bustling  about 
to  place  a  trencher  for  him—"  as  for  eating-7-lack-a- 
day,  we  are  just  killed  up  yonder  wi'  eatmg  frae 
morning  to  night— its  shamefii'  epicurism ;  but  that's 
what  we  hae  gotten  frae  the  English  pock-puddings." 

"Hout— never  mind  the  English  pock-puddings," 
said  Luckie  Lightbodv;  "try  our  puddings,  Mr. 
Balderstone— there  is  black  pudding  and  white-hass 
— try  vvhilk  ye  like  best." 

"Baith  good— baith  excellent— cann a  be  better: 
but  the  very  smell  is  eneugh  for  me  that  hae  dined 
sae  lately  (the  faithful  wretch  had  fasted  since  day- 
break.) But  I  wadna  affront  your  housewifeskep, 
gudewife ;  and,  with  your  permission,  I'se  e'en  pit 
mem  in  my  napkin,  and  eat  them  to  my  supper  at 
e'en,  for  1  am  wearied  of  Mysie's  pastry  and  non- 
sense—ye ken  Ian  ward  dainties  aye  pleased  me 
best,  Marion— and  lanward,  lasses  too— (looking  at 
the  cooper's  wife)— Ne'er  a  bit  but  she  looks  far  better 
than  when  she  n^arried  Gilbert,  and  then  she  was 
the  bonniest  lass  in  our  parochine  and  the  neest  till't 
—But  gawsie  cow,  goodly  calf." 

The  women  smiled  at  the  compUment  each  to  her- 
self, and  they  smiled  again  to  each  other  as  Caleb 
wrapt  up  the  puddings  in  a  towel  which  he  had 
brought  with  Him,  as  a  dragoon  carries  his  foraging 
bag  to  receive  what  may  fall  in  his  way. 

And  what  news  at  the  castle  7"  quo  the  gudewife. 

"News 7— the  bravest  news  ye  ever  heard— the 
Lord  Keeper's  up  yonder  wi'  his  fair  daughter,  just 
ready  to  fimg  her  at  my  lord's  head,  if  he  winna  tak 
her  out  o'  his  arms;  and  I'se  warrant  he'll  sdtch  our 
auld  lands  of  Ravenswood  to  her  petticoat  tail." 

"  Eh !  sirs— ay !— and  will  he  hae  her?— and  is  she 
weel-favoured  7— and  what's  the  colour  o'  her  hair  7 
—and  does  she  wear  a  habit  or  a  railly  7"  were  the 
questions  which  the  females  showered  upon  ihebuder. 

"  Hout  tout !— it  wad  tak  a  man  a  day  to  answer 
a'  your  questions,  and  I  hae  hardly  a  minute.  Where's 
the  gudeman  7" 

"Awa  to  fetch  the  minister,"  said  Mrs.  Girder, 
"precious  Mr.  Peter  Bide-the-Bent,  frae  the  Moss- 
head— the  honest  man  has  the  rheumatism  wi'  lying 
in  the  hills  in  the  persecution." 

"  Ay !— a  whig  end  a  mountain-man— nae  less  7" 
said  Caleb,  with  a  pceviehnees  he  could  not  suppress; 
"I  hae  seen  the  day,  Luckie,  when  worthy  Mr.  Cufl- 
cushion  and  the  service-book  would  hae  served  your 
turn,  (to  the  elder  dame.)  or  ony  honest  woman  in 
like  circumstances." 

"  And  that's  thie  too."  said  Mrs.  Lishtbody,  "  but 
what  can  a  body  do?— Jean  maun  baith  sing  her 
psalms  and  busk  her  cockemony  the  gate  the  gude- 
man likes,  and  nae  ither  gate ;  for  he's  maister  and 
mair  at  bame,  I  can  tell  yei  Mr.  Balderstone." 

"  Ay,  ay,  and  does  he  guide  the  gear  too?"  said  Ca- 
leb, to  whose  projects  masculine  nue  boded  little  good. 
Ilka  penny  on' t— but  he'll  dress  her  as  dink  as  a 
daisy,  as  ye  see — sae  she  has  litde  reason  to  complain 
—where  tnere's  one  better  aff  there's  ten  waur.'' 

"Aweel,  gudewife,"  said  Caleb,  crat-fallen,  but 
not  beaten  of^  "  that  wasna  the  way  ye  guided  your 
gudeman ;  but  ilka  land  has  it  ain  lauch.  I  maun  be 
ganging— I  just  wanted  to  round  in  the  gudeman's 
tug,  that  I  heard  them  say  up  by  yonder,  that  Peter 
Puncheon  that  was  cooper  to  the  Queen's  stores  at 
the  Timmer  Burse  at  Leith.  is  dead— sae  I  thought 
that  maybe  a  word  frae  my  lord  to  the  Lord  Keeoer 
might  hae  served  Gilbert ;  out  since  he's  frae  hame"— 

*  O  but  ye  maun  stay  his  hame-coming,"  said  the 
dame,  "  I  aye  telled  the  gudeman  ye  meant  weel  to 
him :  but  he  taks  the  tout  at  every  bit  lippening  word." 

"  Aweel,  m  stay  the  last  minute  I  can." 

"And  so,"  said  the  handsome  young  spouse  of  Mr. 
Girder,  "  ye  think  this  Miss  Ashton  is  weel-favoured  7 
—troth,  and  sae  should  she,  to  set  up  for  our  young 
lord,  with  a  face,  and  a  hand,  and  a  seat  on  his  horse, 
that  might  become  a  king's  son— d'ye  ken  that  he 
aye  glowers  up  at  my  window,  Mr.  Balderstone,  when 
he  chaunces  to  ride  thro'  the  town,  sae  I  hae  a  rigbl 
to  ken  what  he  like  i^  as  weel  as  ony  body." 
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"I  ken  that  brawly,"  said  Caleb,  "for  I  hae  heard 
his  lurdship  say  the  cooper's  wife  had  the  blackest 
ee  in  the  barony;  and  I  said,  Wcel  may  that  be,  my 
lord,  for  it  was  tier  mither's  afore  her.  as  I  ken  to  jny 
cost— Eh,  Marion?  Ha,  ha,  ha.'— Ah!  these  were 
merry  days !" 

"  Hout  awa,  auld  carle,"  said  the  old  dame,  "  to 
speak  sic  daffing  to  young  folk.— But.  Jean— fie,  wo- 
man, dinna  ye  near  the  bairn  greet  1  Fae  warrant 
it's  that  dreary  weid*  has  come  ower't  again." 

Up  got  mother  and  grandmother,  and  scoured  away, 
jostling  each  other  as  they  ran,  into  some  remote 
corner  of  the  tenement,  where  the  young  hero  of  the 
evening  was  deposited.  When  Caleb  saw  the  coast 
fairly  clear,  he  took  an  invigorating  pinch  of  snuff,  to 
sharpen  and  confirm  his  resolution. 

Cauld  be  my  cast,  thought  he,  if  either  Bide-the- 
Bent  or  Girder  taste  that  broche  of  wild-fowl  this 
evening :  and  then  addressing  the  eldest  turnspit,  a 
hoy  of  aoout  eleven  years  old,  and  putting  a  penny 
into  his  hand,  he  said,  "Here  is  twal  pennies,t  my 
man :  carry  that  ower  to  Mrs.  Sma' trash,  and  bid 
her  fill  my  mill  wi'  snisluni?,  and  I'll  turn  the  broche 
for  ye  in  the  mean  time— aiid  she  will  gie  ye  a  ginge- 
bread  snap  for  your  pains." 

No  sooner  was  the  elder  boy  departed  on  this 
mission,  than  Caleb,  looking  the  remaining  turnspit 
gravely  and  steadily  in  the  face,  removed  from  the 
lire  the  spit  bearing  the  wild-fowl  of  which  he  had 
undertaken  the  charge,  clapped  his  hat  on  his  head, 
and  fairlvTnarchcd  on  with  it.  He  stopped  at  the 
door  of  the  change-house  only  to  say,  in  a  few  brief 
words,  that  Mr.  Hayston  of  Bucklaw  was  not  to 
expect  ft  bed  that  evening  in  the  castle. 

If  this  message  was  too  briefly  delivered  by  Caleb, 
it  became  absolute  rudeness  when  conveyed  through 
the  medium  of  a  suburb  landlady;  and  Bucklaw 
was,  as  a  more  calm  and  temperate  man  might  have 
been,  highly  incensed.  Captain  Craigengclt  pro- 
posed, with  the  unanimous  applause  ofalfpresent, 
that  they  should  course  the  old  fox  (meaning  Caleb) 
ore  he  got  to  cover,  and  toss  him  in  a  blanket.  But 
Lockhard  intimated  to  his  master's  servants,  and 
those  of  Lord  Bittlebrains,  in  a  tone  of  authority,  that 
the  sligtitest  impertinence  to  the  Master  of  Ravens- 
wood's  domestic,  would  give  Sir  William  Ashton  the 
highest  offence.  And  having  so  said,  in  a  manner 
sufficient  to  prevent  any  agj^ression  on  their  part,  he 
left  the  public  house,  taking  along  writh  hrni  two 
servants  loaded  with  such  provisions  as  he  had  been 
able  to  procure,  and  overtook  Caleb  just  when  he 
hod  cleared  the  village. 


CHAPTER  XIU. 

Should  1  tako  aurht  of  70u?-'tiii  tmo  I  beraed  now ; 
And  what  i*  worM  than  that,  I  atole  a  kinoMM ; 
And,  what  it  worit  of  all,  I  Io«t  ms  way  in't 

WUwUkm  Monet. 

The  face  of  the  little  boy,  sole  witness  of  Caleb's 
infringement  upon  the  laws  at  once  of  property  and 
hospitality,  would  have  made  a  good  picture.  He 
sat  motionless,  as  if  he  had  witnessed  some  of  the 
spectral  appearances  which  he  had  heard  to>d  of  in  a 
winter's  evening;  and  as  he  forgot  his  own  duty,  and 
allowed  his  spit  to  stand  stUL  he  added  to  the  misfor- 
tunes of  the  evening,  bv  suffering  the  mutton  to  bum 
aa  black  as  a  coal.  He  was  first  recalled  from  his 
trance  of  astonishment  by  a  hearty  cuff,  administered 
bv  Dame  Lightbody,  who  (in  whatever  other  respects 
she  might  conform  to  her  name)  was  a  woman  strong 
of  person,  and  expert  in  the  use  of  her  hands,  as  some 
aav  her  deceased  hnsbatid  had  known  to  his  cost. 

'What  gar'd  ye  let  the  roast  bum,  ye  ill-cleckit 
gude-for-naught.?" 

I  dinna  ken,"  said  the  boy. 

"And  Where's  that  ill-deedy  gett,  Giles  1" 
I  dinna  ken.**  blubbered  the  astonished  declarant. 

'And  whereas  Mr.  Balderstone?— and  abone  a', 
and  in  the  name  of  council  and  kirk-session,  that  I 
8uld  say  aae,  where's  the  broche  wi'  the  wild-fbwH" 

•  WeU^  a  feverish  oold ;  a  diaorder  ioeidtnt  to  lofhnti  and  to 
4iMnalM,  II  lo  called. 

*  Mooettt  Scotiev,  Milic«t. 


As  Mrs.  Girder  here  entered,  and  joined  her  mothcr'e 
exclamations,  screaming  into  one  ear  while  the  old 
lady  Vieafened  the  other,  they  succeeded  in  so  utterly 
confounding  the  unhappy  urchin,  that  he  could  not 
for  some  time  tell  his  story  at  all,  and  it  was  only 
when  the  elder  boy  returned,  that  the  truth  begar;to 
dawn  on  their  minds. 

*' Weel,  sirs!"  said  Mrs.  Lightbody,  "wha  wad  has 
thought  o'  Caleb  Balderstone  playing  an  auld  acquain- 
tance sic  a  pliskie !" 

"O,  weary  on  him!"  said  the  spouse  of  Mr.  Girder; 
"  and  what  am  I  to  say  to  the  gudeman  ?— he'll  brain 
me!,  if  there  wasna  anither  woman  in  a'  Wolf's-hope." 
Hout  tout,  silly  auean,"  said  the  mother;  na, 
na— it's  come  to  muckle,  but  it's  no  come  to  that  nei- 
ther ;  for  an  he  brain  ;ou  he  maun  brain  me,  and  I 
have  gar'd  his  betters  stand  back — hands  ail  is  fair 
play— we  maunna  heed  a  bit  flyting." 

The  tramp  of  horses  now  announced  the  arrival  of 
the  cooper,  with  the  minister.  They  had  no  sooner 
dismounted  than  they  made  for  the  kitchen  Gie.  for 
the  evening  was  cool  after  the  thunder  storm,  ana  th« 
woods  wet  and  dirtv'.  The  young  gudewife,  strong  in 
the  charms  of  her  Sunday  gown  and  biggonets,  threw 
herself  in  the  way  of  receiving  the  first  attack,  whilo 
her  mother,  like  the  veteran  division  of  the  Roman 
legion,  remained  in  the  rear,  ready  to  support  her  in 
case  of  necessitv.  Both  hoped  to  protract  the  dis- 
covery of  what  had  happened— the  mother  by  inter- 
posing her  bustling  person  betwixt  Mr.  Girder  and  the 
fire,  and  the  daughter,  by  the  extreme  cordiality  with 
which  she  received  the  minister  and  her  husband,  and 
the  anxious  fears  which  she  expressed  lest  they  sbouki 
have  "  gotten  cauld." 

"  Cauld  ?"  quoth  the  husband  surlily— for  he  was 
not  of  that  class  of  lords  and  masters  whose  wives  are 
viceroys  over  them— "we'll  be  cauld  eneugh,  I  think, 
if  ye  dinna  let  us  in  to  the  fire." 

And  so  saying,  he  burst  his  way  through  both  lines 
of  defence ;  and,  as  he  had  a  careful  eye  over  his  pro- 
perty of  every  kind,  he  perceived  at  one  glance  the 
absence  of  the  spit  with  its  savoury  burden.  **  What 
the  deil,  woman" 

"  Fie  for  shame !"  exclaimed  both  the  women;  "and 
before  Mr.  Bide-the-Bent  1" 

"  I  stand  reproved,"  said  the  cooper ;  "  but" 

"  The  taking  into  our  mouths  the  name  of  the  great 
enemy  of  our  souls,"  said  Mr.  Bide-tfae-Boit 

"I  stand  reproved,"  said  the  cooper. 
^  "  Is- an  exposing  ourselves  to  his  temptations,"  con- 
tinued the  reverend  monitor,  "  and  an  inviting  or.  in 
some  sort,  a  compelling,  of  him  to  lay  aside  his  other 
trafficking  with  unhappy  persons,  and  wait  upon  those 
in  whose  speech  his  name  is  frequent" 

"Weel,  weel.  Mr.  Bide-the-Bent,  can  a  man  do 
mair  than  stand  reproved  T'  said  the  cooper ;  "  but  just 
let  me  ask  the  women  what  for  they  hae  dished  the 
wild-fowl  before  we  came," 

"  They  arena  dished,  Gilbert,"  said  his  wife ;  "  but 
—but  an  accident" 

"  What  accident  7"  said  Girder,  with  flashing  eyes— 
"Nae  ill  come  ower  them,  I  trust?  Uh  7" 

His  wife,  who  stood  much  in  awe  of  him,  durst 
not  reply,  but  her  mother  bustl^i  up  to  her  8tu9>ortt 
with  aims  disposed  as  if  they  were  atK>ut  to  be  a-kunbo 
at  the  next  r^ly.— "  I  gied  them  to  an  acquaintance 
of  mine,  Qibbie  Girder ;  and  what  aboBt  it  now?" 

Her  excess  of  assurance  stmck  Guder  mute  for  an 
instant,—"  And  ye  gied  the  wild-fowl,  the  best  end  of 
our  christening  dinner,  to  a  friend  of  yours,  ye  auld 
rudas  I  And  what  might  kU  name  be,  1  pray  ye?" 

"Just  worthy  Mr.  Caleb  Balderstone,  frae  Wolf's 
Crag,"  answered  Mahon,  prompt  and  prepared  for 
batue. 

Girder's  wrath  foamed  over  all  restraint.  If  there 
was  a  circumstance  which  could  have  added  to  the 
resentment  he  felt,  it  was,  that  this  extravagant  dona- 
tion had  been  made  in  favour  of  our  friend  Caleb, 
towards  whom,  for  reasons  to  which  the  reader  is  no 
stranger,  he  nourished  a  decided  resentment  He 
raised  his  riding-wand  against  the  elder  matron,  but 
she  stood  firm,  collected  m  herself;  and  undauntedly 
brandished  the  iron  ladle  with  which  she  had  just 
been  Jlambing  (AngUcS,  hasting)  the  roast  of  muttun. 


Ciur.  xin.1 
Hcrw. 


Her  weuNin  waa  cerlainly  ihe  beiier.  and  her  arm  n( 
the  weikcM  of  ihe  iwoi  bo  ihai  Gilberi  thought.. 
saSeal  lo  lum  short  offapon  his  wife,  who  had  by  ihii 
tiiDB  hatched  a  iDtL  of  hyeleticHl  whine,  irliich  otenlly 
moved  i)ie  minister,  who  was  in  ina  aa  simple  and 
bnd-hearlod  B  crcalure  aseverbreaihed.— "  And  you, 
yelhowlesBJBiM,  to  sit  slill  and  sec  mysubata —  ■■-- 
panedupoii  to  aiiidie,  drunken,  reprobaie,  worn 
Krvinn  mall, Just  becauaa  he  kituca  the  lugs  o 
auld  wife  wi  uselaa  clavers.  and  every  twa  ' 
ice  7— I'll  gar  you  aa  gude" 
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"  It's  like  aae,"  answerwl  ihe  fotemati, 
is  puitinR  lip*  wi'  him." 

And  Pelcr  Puncheon's  doadl". 

"  Ay,  ay— Puncheon  has  leaked  oi 
purln.''     '■■   ■     - 


'  ladle. 


thai  you  auld  gi 


of  her  daughter,  and  flourjehed  hi 

"Am  I  DO  to  chastise  my  ain  wue  f  cxciaimoci 
the  cooper,  veiy  indignnnlly. 

"Ye  may  cfusIiBe  your  ain  wife  if  ye  like,"  an- 
flwwaJ  Dame  LiKhtbody:  "hul  ye  shall  never  las 
Rneer  on  my  dausbter,  and  that  yc  mav  found  upon. 

"^For  shama  Mr.  Girder!"  said  the  eje^rymaoi 
"  Qua  IS  what  I  liiile  Pipeetcd  lo  have  seen  of  you, 
ciii  to  your  ainful  paaeionB  againai 

/our  dparesli  and  this  night  loo, 

when  ye  are  called  id  Ihc  mof  l  solemn  duty  of  a 
Christian  parent— and  a'  for  whati  for  a  redundancy 
of  creature-eotnforls,  ns  worihk'sa  as  they  are  un- 
oeedftil." 

"Worthless!"  ciclaimed  iho  eoopcr:  "a  bellei 
KQse  never  walkil  on  stubble;  iwa  finer dentier wdd- 
dudu  never  wal  a  feather." 

"Be  ii  sae,  nogbbour,"  rejoined  the  minister;  "but 
we  what  supcrflijilies  are  yd  revolving  before  your 
firp.  I  have  seen  the  day  when  len  of  the  bannocks 
which  aland  upon  thai  board  would  have  been  an  ac- 
•■eiitable  dainty  to  as  many  n>en,  ihal  were  ainrving 
on  hDls  and  bo,-:s,  and  in  cavca  of  the  carlh,  for  the 
Gosrd's  sake." 

"And  that's  what  vexes  mo  mtuslofa',"  said  ihe 
riXfiCT,  anxioua  lo  gel  wmo  one  to  eympathize  with 
hia  not  allogcther  causeless  anger;  an  the  quean 
had  gien  it  to  ony  suflering  aan^  or  lo  ony  body  avc 
hul  that  reaving,  lying,  opprcssine  loiy  villain,  ihal 
rude  in  the  wicked  troop  of  miltlia  when  it  was  com- 
manded out  against  ibe  snnta  at  Bolbwell  Bri^g  by 
ihe  auld  trrani  ADim  Ravenswood,  ihal  is  gane  lo 
his  place,  I  wad  the  Iewi  hae  minded  it.  But  to  gic 
the  priDCipal  pari  o'  Ihe  feasi  to  the  like  o'  him  I" 

"Aweef  Gilbert,"  said  the  minister,  "and  dinna 
ye  see  B  high  judgment  in  this"- The  seed  of  (he 


-thini 


Ihe  eon  of  n  powerful  oppressor  being  brought 
pass  of  BuppornuB  his  household  from  your  tulneaa." 

"And,  besidea,'  said  the  wife,  "it  masna  for  Lord 
Ravenswood  neither,  an  yc  wad  hear  but  a  body 
spsak— it  was  to  help  to  enlerlain  the  Lord  Keeper, 
■>  they  at'  him,  ihal's  up  yonder  at  Wolf's  Ciag.^' 

"  Sir  William  Aahwn  al  Wolf's  Crag  1"  ejaciilaled 
the  astonished  man  of  hoiqis  and  alaves. 

"And  hand  and  glove  wi'  Lord  Ravenswood," 
■dded  Dame  ygfatbody. 

"  Dolled  idioO— thai  auld  clavering  aneck-diawer 
WIT  ear  ye  irow  the  moon  is  made  of  green  cheese. 
Tbe  Lord  K«*ct  and  Ravenswood  '.  they  are  cal  and 
dw-hamandTound." 

I  tell  ye  they  are  man  and  wife,  and 


leoihers  thai  ai 


in-law;    "ftirby,  Peter  Punch 
and"-        "  '    "•      •" 


on,   thafs 


il  t^^oll 


ofill, 


voungBr  dame,  much  meouraged  by  the  lum  of  tbe 
debate,  taking  up,  and  repealing  in  a  higher  tone,  ihe 
words  as  fast  aa  ihey  were  uttered  hy.her  mother. 

"The  godewife  says  nactliing  hul  what's  true, 
maister,"  said  Ginlej^s  foreman,  who  bad  come  in 
during  the  fiay.  "  I  saw  the  Lord  Keeper's  sm*-"-- 
drinking  and  driving  ower  at  Luekie  8ma'' 


--er  by  yonder." 
"And  ii  (heir  maisler  up  a 

"  Ay,  troth  is  be,"  replied  hia  j 
"  And  Aiends  wi'  Ravenswooi 


Wolf 'a  CragT'  sai 
lan  of  conSddice. 


lid  ihe  foreman  j  "monya  dribble  o' brandy 
I  through  him  in  his  day.— But  as  for  the 
-- '  the  wild-fowl,  the  saddle's  --  -"' 


■e  yel,  maister,  and  1  could  ibikjw  and  bring  ii 
k.  for  Mr.  Baldersione's  no  faraflthe  town  vei." 
Do  asc,  Will-and  come  here-I'U  tell  ye  whai  to 


artmeni,  "lo  atnd  ihe 
man,  wlicn  yc  ken  Mr. 


"A  bonny-like  thing,"  si 
the  cooper  rB-entered  the  i 

Balderstone  aye  wears  a  rapier,  and  whites  a  dirk  iu 

3t,"  said  the  minister,  "ye 

weel  on  whal  ye  have  done,  leal  ye  should  m 
:ause  of  strife,  of  which  il  is  my  duty  to  say,  he  ui 
iflotdelh  iDatler.  albdt  he  himself  sirikcih  noi,  is 

"Never  fish  your  beard,  Mr.  Bide-lhc-Bent,"  i 
ilied  Girder;  "anecanna  gel  iheir  brcoih  out  ht 
jctween  wives  and  minialcrs— I  ken  best  how  to  m 
my  ain  cake.- Jean,  serve  up  the  dinner,  and  n 


Nor  did  he  again  allude  to  the  deficicnc 
ourscoft'--   -  -    - 


in  the 


the  foreman,  mounied  on  his  mojieHB 
Blcol,  and  charged  with  his  special  orders,  pricked 
swiRlyfonli  in  pursuit  of  the  marauder  <:nltb.  Thai 
personage,  it  may  be  imagined,  did  not  linger  by  ihr 
way.  He  intermitted  even  hia  dearly- hclovcd  chatter, 
for  the  puipose  of  making  more  haale— only  aasunoa 
Mr.  Lockhaid  that  be  had  made  the  purveyor's  wife 

S've  the  wild-fowl  a  lew  turns  before  ihc  fire,  m  case 
at  Mysit  who  had  been  so  much  slarmtd  by  ihe 
thunder,  should  not  have  her  kitchen-grate  in  full 
splrndout.  Meanwhile,  alleging  the  necccsilyoflieing 
at  Wolf's  Crag  as  soon  as  possible,  he  puBhcd  on  so 
fasi  thai  his  companinna  could  scarce  keep  up  with 
him.  He  bf^n  already  lo  think  he  was  Kafc  from 
pursuit,  having  gained  the  summit  of  the  swelling 
eminence  which  divides  Wolf's  Crag  ftum  the  villa  pe, 
when  he  heard  tbe  dislani  tread  of  a  horse,  and  a 
voice  which  shouted  at  intervnla,  "Mr,  Caleb- Mr. 
Boldcratouc-Mr.  Caleb  Balderstone-hoUo-bide  a 


\3  faced  lii.i  companions  down,  that  il  wa 
'    '  i  then  ho  said  it  was  not  worll 
length,  hailing  reluciantly,  a 


the  task  of  defending  hisprev,  Ibrew  bimselr  into  an 
attitude  of  dignity,  advanced  the  sjmI,  which  in  his 
graap  mighi  with  ita  burden  seem  both  speai  and 
shield,  and  firmly  resolved  lo  die  rather  ihan  aurten- 

Whai  was  hia  aslonishmcnl,  when  the  cooper's 
ireman,  nding  up  and  addicting  him  wilh  respect, 

..'hen  he  coma  to  hia  dweliitig,  and  gnieved  ihai  he 
could  nol  larry  the  cfarisicning  dinner;  and  thai  he 
had  lacn  the  fmedom  lo  send  a  sma'  rundlei  of  sack, 
and  ane  anker  of  brandy,  aa  he  understood  therp 
were  guesU  at  the  castle,  and  thai  they  were  short  of 

1  nave  heard  somewhere 
leman,  who  was  punned 

In  a  fit  of  desperation,  he 


of  disciphno  prevail 


ilantly  began  lo  shufnea 

-  'ill  surprise  of  Ihe  i 

'  in  Ihe  eitremityoi 

-  .^leipectcdly  relieved,    

liisnd  Caleb,  when  he  found  ihe  pursuer  intended  to 
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■dd  (o  hi*  ptize,  insuid  o(  beresving  bun  of  iL  He 
nconemd  bio  Imlude,  however,  inauntly,  «a  aoon  u 
thfl  foremao,  fltodping  from  Lib  nag,  where  be  ute 
perclied  beiwiii  tiia  two  bunels,  whinpered  in  his  eai, 
— "  IT  nny  thing  ibout  Peter  Puncheon'*  placs  could 
be  airted  iheii  nay,  Johti  Ouder  wad  mak  it  belter 
ID  ihe  Maaler  ot  RaveUBiTDod  iban  a  pair  of  new 

SOTCB  i  and  thai  he  wad  be  blithe  to  qieok  wi'  Uaiatet 
aldenloae  on  thai  head,  and  he  wad  find  him  a> 
plianl  aa  a  hoop-willow  in  a'  that  he  could  wiah  of 

Caleb  heard  all  thii  wilhoul  renderins  u 
axctot  that  of  oUEreal  men  from  Louia  *^ 
wardt^  namely,  "we  will  *es  aboul  it:  aim  iii<ui 
added  aloud,  for  the  edification  of  Hr.  Locbhard,— 
"Your  niBBter  has  acted  with  becoming  civilitir  and 
attention  iu  forwarding  the  liquon,  and  1  will  not  fail 
to  repteaenl  il  properfy  W  my  Lord  Rsvenswood. 
And.  my  lad,"  be  aaid,  you  may  ride  on  to  the  caa- 
tie,  and  if  none  of  the  wrvanla  are  letumnl,  whilk  ii 
to  be  dreaded,  as  they  make  day  and  night  of  it  when 

iare  out  of  aight.  ye  may  put  them  into  the  por- 


u  got  leave  (o  go  to 


It  hand  of  Ihe  great 


et»ti)'—tliB  porter  1 

raeye  will  meet  no  ane  (o  ileer  re. 

The  foreman,  hating  recaTol  his  orders,  rode  on  i 
and  having  dmnled  the  caafca  in  tha  deseiled  and 
rtimoua  porter^a  lodge,  he  relumed  unqueationed  by 
anj  one.  Having  Ifiua  executed  his  master's  com- 
maenon,  and  dolled  his  bonnet  lo  Caleb  and  hia  com- 
pany aa  he  repused  tham  in  his  way  to  die  village, 
he  reauned  U)  have  his  share  of  Ihe  chriaiening  lee- 
tivity."* 

CHAPTER  XIV 


We  left  Caleb  RalderBtone  in  the  eilremity  of 
untph  at  the  success  of  his  various  achievements 
the  bonotu  of  the  house  of  Rsvenswood.    When  .._ 
had  mustered  and  marshalled  his  dishes  of  divers 
kinds,  a  more  royal  pmviaon  hsd  not  t 
Wolffs  Crag,  since  the  funeral  feast  of  . 
lord.    Qrest  was  lbs  gloir  of  the  serving- 


Id  oaken  li 


wiId-&wl,withBglBiice, 
upbtaid  the  incredulity  of 


bonodod  V 


.   snd  toksted 
now  and  then,  saif  id 

re  or  leas  Irtie,  was  Lock- 
iiiuu  i^iai  evcninK  reftaiea  concerning  the  ancient 
grandeur  of  Wolra  Crag,  and  the  sway  of  its  Barons 
over  thecounlry  in  thtir  neighbourhood. 

A  vassal  scarce  held  a  calf  or  a  lamb  his  am,  tdl  he 


id  Grsl  asked  if  ihe  Lord  of  Ravenawood  was  pleaned 

accept  it  i  and  they  were  obliged  to  ssk  the  {.ord'a 

nsent  befots  they  married  in  these  days,  and  mooT 

tnetiy  tale  they  tell  about  that  right  aa  weel  aa 

..hera.    And  although,"  said  Cal^, '^hem  limes  u* 

not  hke  the  glide  ama  times,  when  unhoriiT  had  iu 

right,  yet  tius  it  ia,  Mr.  Lot^hard,  and  yon  mmwiU 

may  partly  have  lematked,  that  we  of  ine  Hanae  of 

Ravenswood  do  our  endeavour  in  keqiiaB  up,  br  all 

just  and  lawful  eicnkm  of  our  baronial  sulbonty,  that 

due  and  fitting  connexion  betwixt  aupoior  and  vaaaal. 

whilk  is  in  some  danger  of  faUing  into  denBtiale, 

owing  to  the  general  license  and  misrule  of  these  pn- 

happy  times." 

...l,!''  -iHMr.  Lockhard;  "and  if  I  may  in- 

-■- Tou  find  yonr  people  at 

.  for  I  must  needs  aay, 

_  ...jwood  Castle,  now  pertaining  to  raj 
le  Lord  Kce^ter,  ye  have  not  left  behind  ye 


qmre,  m 
the  villi 


^aldsrslone,  pi 


"Ahll 


itry." 


J  change  ol , 

lord  might  eipect  twa  turns  frse  them,  when  the 
comer  canna  get  one.  A  door  and  fractioua  ai' 
were,  thae  lenanls  of  Ravenawood.  ar-* '"  --'■- 


m  mad  ance,  the  whole  cc 
id  Mr.  Lockhard,  "ansiu 


7iiilliu> 


lid  bsrony  to  her  gown-skive,  ai 
le*  another  out  o'  somebody  also. 


!cf£ 


Caleb  shook  his  head.—  I  wish/"  he  said,  I  wish 
thai  may  anawer,  Hr.  Lockhard.  There  are  auld  pio- 
pbectee  about  this  house  I  wad  like  ill  lo  see  fulfilled 
wi'  my  auld  cen.  thai  has  seen  evil  eneugfa  already." 

"Pehaw!  never  mind  freiis,"  said  hisbrolher  but. 
ler:  "if  the  young  folk  liked  ane  anithcr,  they  wad 
makea  winsome  couple.  But,  lo  say  truth,  ihetcisa 
leddy  ats  m  out  baU-neuk,  maun  have  her  hand  in 
that  as  weel  as  in  every  other  job.  Bui  thcre'a  no 
harm  in  drinking  to  Iheir  heallha,  snd  I  will  fill  Mia. 
Myaie  a  cup  of  Mr.  Girdrr's  canarv," 

While  they  thus  enjoyed  thcmaelvea  in  the  kitchsi, 
the  company  in  ibe  hall  were  not  less  pleaaanllT 
engaged.  So  soon  as  Rsvenswood  had  detennined 
upon  giviiig  llie  Loid  Keeper  such  bospiiality  aa  be 
had  to  offer,  he  deemed  it  incumbent  oo  him  to 
assume  Ihe  open  and  cuurteoue  brow  of  a  well-pleased 
host.  It  has  bctii  oflei)  remarked,  that  when  a  man 
commences  by  acting  a  cbaracier,  he  frequently  eodi 
by  adopting  it  in  good  camesL  In  Ihe  course  of  aa 
hour  or  two.  Ravcnswood,  to  his  own  surpriBB,  fomid 
himself  in  the  situation  of  one  who  frankly  does  hit 
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ueribed  to  the  beauty  and  simplicity  of  Miss  Aahton, 
ID  ^  readinen  with  which  she  accommodated  her- 
self to  the  inconveniences  of  her  situation— how  much 
to  the  smooth  and  plausible  conversation  of  the  Lord 
Keeper,  remarkably  gifted  with  those  words  which 
win  the  ear,  must  Deleft  to  the  reader's  ingenuity  to 
conjecture.  But  Ravenswood  was  insensible  to  nei- 
ther. 

The  Lord  Keeper  was  a  veteran  statesman^  well 
acquainted  with  courts  and  cabinets,  and  intimate 
with  all  the  various  turns  of  public  affairs  during  the 
last  eventful  years  of  the  seventeenth  century.  He 
could  talk,  from  his  own  knowledge,  of  men  and 
events,  in  a  way  which  failed  not  to  win  attention. 
and  had  the  peculiar  art  while  he  never  said  a  word 
which  committed  himself,  at  the  same  time  to  per- 
suade the  hearer  that  he  was  speaking  without  the 
least  shadow  of  scrupulous  caution  or  reserve.  Ra- 
venswood, in  spite  01  his  prejudices  and  real  grounds 
of  resentment,  felt  himsc»f  at  once  amused  and  in- 
structed in  listening  to  him,  while  the  statesman. 
iHioee  inward  feelings  had  at  first  so  much  impeded 
tdaeSotriB  to  make  himself  known,  had  now  regained 
all  the  ease  and  fluency  of  a  silver-tongued  lawyer  of 
the  very  highest  order. 

His  daughter  did  not  speak  much^  but  she  smiled ; 
and  what  she  did  say  argued  a  submissive  gentleness, 
and  a  deeire  to  §ave  pleasure,  which^  to  a  proud  man 
like  Ravenswood.  was  more  fascinating  than  the  most 
brilliant  wit.  Above  all,  he  could  not  but  observe, 
that,  whether  from  gratitude,  or  from  some  other  mo- 
tive, he  himself^  in  his  deserted  and  unprovided  ball, 
was  as  much  the  object  of  respectful  attention  to  his 
guests,  as  he  would  have  been  Mrhen  surrounded  by 
all  the  appliances  and  means  of  hospitality  proper 
to  his  \uffi  birth.  All  deficiences  passed  unobserved, 
or.  if  they  did  not  escaoe  notice,  it  was  to  praise  the 
substitutes  which  Caleb  had  contrived  to  supply  the 
want  of  the  usual  accomodations  Where  a  smile 
was  unavoidable,  it  was  a  very  good-humoured  one, 
and  often  coupled  with  some  welTtumed  compliment, 
to  show  how  much  the  guests  esteemed  the  merits  of 
their  noble  host,  how  Cttle  they  thought  of  the  in- 
conveniences with  which  they  were  surrounded.  I  am 
not  sure  whether  the  pride  of  being  found  to  outba- 
lance, in  virtue  of  his  own  personal  merit,  all  the  dis- 
adrant^es  of  fortune,  did  not  make  as  favourable  an 
impression  upon  the  haughty  heart  of  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood  as  the  conversation  of  the  father  and 
the  bevjty  of  Lucy  Ashton. 

Hie  hour  of  repose  arrived.  The  Keeper  and  his 
daughter  retired  to  their  apartments,  which  were 
"decored"  more  Noperly  than  could  have  been  anti- 
cbated.  In  making  the  necessary  arrangements, 
Inrsie  had  indeed  enjoyed  the  assistance  of  a  gossip 
wno  had  arrived  from  the  village  upon  an  exploratory 
e3q)edition,  but  bad  been  arrested  by  Caleb,  and  im- 
preased  into  the  domestic  drudgery  of  the  evening. 
So  diat,  instead  of  returning  home  to  describe  the 
diess  and  person  of  the  grand  young  lady,  she  found 
heradf  comnelled  to  be  active  in  the  domestic  econo- 
my of  Wolf's  Crag. 

Aeoording  to  the  custom  of  the  time,  the  Master  of 
Ravenowood  attended  the  Lord  Keeper  to  his  apart- 
raeoti  followed  by  Caleb,  who  placed  on  the  table, 
with  all  the  ceremonials  due  to  torches  of  wax,  two 
miely-framed  tallow-candles,  such  as  in  those  days 
were  only  used  by  the  peasantry,  hooped  in  paltry 
daaps  of  wire,  which  served  for  candlesticks.  He 
then  disappeared,  and  presently  entered  with  two 
earthem  nagon&  (the  china,  he  ssid.  had  been  little 
used  since  my  180/ s  time,)  one  filled  with  canary 
wine,  the  other  with  brandy.*    The  canary  sack,  un- 

*  It  W9M  oaee  the  onhrwnl  ewtom  to  piftoeale,  wioe,  or  wmiw 


■ttogf  liqvor,  in  Um  chamlMr  of  an  honoorwl  gUMt,  to  umtM 
tm  thint  ilMNild  h«  Mi  lav  on  awaking  in  the  nif  ht,  whien, 
iwairtarinj  Chat  the  iMMpilalitf  of  that  period  often  reaehed 


_  bjr  no  roeana  onlikelir.    The  author  haa  met  aome 

of  ft  in  former  daft,  and  in  old-fkahioned  femiliea.    It 

wna,  perhape,  no  poetic  Aetion  that  leoorda  how 
"  Mr  emnraer  and  I  lay  down  to  aleep 
With  two  pint  atovpe  at  oar  bed-ftet  i 
And  are  when  we  waken'd  we  drank  them  dry ; 
What  think  you  o*  my  cummer  and  1 7" 

K  n  a  evTSOt  atorr  in  Teriotdale,  that  in  the  houaeof  an  an- 
etat  flmily  of  diattnction,  nmeh  nddleted  to  the  Preabyterian 


heeding  all  probabilities  of  detection,  he  Asrlsrod  had 
been  twenty  years  in  the  cellars  of  Wolf's  Crag, 
"though  it  was  not  for  him  to  sp<^  before  their 
honours;  the  brandy—it  was  wael-kend  Uquon  as 
inild  as  mead,  and  as  strong  as  Sampson— it  bad  been 
in  the  house  ever  since  the  memorable  revel,  in  which 
add  Micklestob  had  been  slain  at  the  head  of  the 
stair  by  Jamie  of  Jenklebrae,  on  account  of  the  ho- 
nour of  the  worshipful  Lady  Muirend.  wha  was  in 
some  sort  an  ally  of  the  family ;  natheless" 

"  But  to  cut  that  matter  short,  Mr.  Caleb,"  said  the 
Keeper,  "perhaps  you  will  favour  me  with  a  ewer  ff 
water." 

"  God  forbid  your  lordship  should  drink  water  in 
this  family,"  replied  Caleb,  "  to  the  disgrace  of  so 
honourable  a  house!" 

"Nevertheless,  if  bis  lordship  have  a  fancy,"  aaid 
the  Master,  smiling,  "  I  think  you*might  indulge  him ; 
for,  if  I  mistake  not,  there  has  been  water  drank  here 
at  no  distant  date,  and  with  good  relish  too." 

"  To  be  sure,  if  his  lordship  has  a  fancy,"  said  Caleb  t 
and  re-entering  with  a  jug  of  pure  element—"  He  will 
scarce  find  such  water  ony  whereas  is  drawn  frae  the 

well  at  Wolf's  Crag— nevertheless" 

, "  Nevertheless^  we  must  leave  the  Lord  Keeper  to 
his  repose  in  this  poor  chamber  of  ours,"  said  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood  interrupting  his  talkative  do- 
mestic^ who  immediately  turning  to  the  doorway,  with 
a  profound  reverence,  prepared  to  usher  his  master 
from  the  secret  chambea'. 

But  the  Lord  Keeper  prevented  his  host's  departure. 
— "  I  have  but  one  woni  to  say  to  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood, Mr.  Caleb,  and  I  fancy  he  will  excuse  your 
waiting." 

With  a  second  reverence,  lower  than  the  former, 
Caleb  withdrew— and  his  master  stood  motionless, 
expecting,  with  considerable  embarrassment,  what 
was  to  close  the  events  of  a  day  firaught  with  un- 
expected incidents. 

"Master  of  Ravenswood,"  said  Sir  William  Ash- 
ton, with  some  embarrassment,  "  I  hope  you  under- 
stand the  Christian  law  too  weiU  to  suner  the  sun  to 
set  upon  your  anger." 

Tlhe  Master  blushed  and  replied,  "He  had  no  oc- 
casion that  evening  to  exercise  the  duty  enjoined  upon 
him  by  his  Christian  faith." 

"  I  should  have  thought  otherwise,"  said  his  guoit, 
"  considering  the  various  subjects  of  dispute  and  liti- 

SLtion  which  have  unhappily  occurred  more  frequentif 
an  was  desirable  or  necessary  betwixt  the  late 
honourable  lord,  your  father,  and  mysell" 

"  I  could  wish,  my  lord,*^  said  Kavenswood,  agi- 
tated by  suppressed  emotion,  "  that  reference  to  these 
circumstances  should  be  made  any  where  rather  than 
under  my  father's  roof" 

"I  should  have  felt  the  delicacy  of  this  appeal  at 
another  time,"  said  Sir  William  Ashton,  "  but  now 
I  must  proceed  with  what  I  mean  to  say.— I  have 
suffered  too  much  in  my  own  mind,  from  the  false 
dehcacy  which  prevented  my  soliciting  with  eames^ 
ness,  what  indeed  I  frequently  requested,  a  personal 
communing  with  your  fiither-much  distress  of  mind 
to  him  ana  to  me  might  have  been  prevented." 

"  It  is  trua"  said  Ravenswood,  after  a  moment's 
reflection ; "  I  have  heanl  my  father  say  your  lordship 
had  proposed  a  personal  interview." 

"Propose,  my  dear  Master?  I  did  indeed  propose 

oauae,  a  Bible  waa  alvraya  pot  into  the  aleepina  apartment  of  the 
gueeca,  along  with  a  t>ottle  of  atrong  ale.  On  aome  oceaaion 
there  waa  a  meeting  of  olergymen  in  the  vieinlty  of  the  oaatle. 
all  of  whom  were  invited  to  dfnnar  by  the  worthy  Baronet,  and 
aeveral  abode  all  night  Aeoording  to  the  (bahioo  of  the  tanaa* 
aeven  of  the  rererand  gueata  were  allotted  to  one  large  barrack- 
room,  which  waa  uaed  on  aoch  ooeaaiooa  of  extsoded  hoapitality. 
The  batier  took  care  that  the  divinea  were  preaented,  according 
to  euatom.  each  with  a  Bible  and  a  bottle  of  ale.  But  aAer  a 
little  oonaaltation  among  themaelrea,  they  are  aaid  to  have  re- 
called the  domeatic  aa  ne  waa  leaving  the  apartment  "My 
friend,"  aaid, one  of  the  venerable  gueata,  "you  must  know, 
when  we  meet  toaether  aa  brethren,  the  yomweat  miniater  raada 
aloud  a  portion  of  Seriptnre  to  the  reat ;— <mjy  one  Bible,  there- 
fore, ia  neeeetary ;  take  awur  the  other  aiz,  and  in  their  pUea 
bring  six  more  bottlea  of  ale." 

Thia  synod  woold  have  auited  the  **  hermit  aage"  of  Johnaon, 
who  aoawerad  a  papil  who  inqoirad  fbr  the  raaJ  toad  to  bappl- 
neaa.  with  the  eelebrmted  line, 

"  Come,  my  lad,  and  drink  aome  beer  I" 
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it,  but  I  ought  to  have  begged,  in  treated,  beseeched 
It.  I  ought  to  have  torn  away  the  veil  which  inter- 
ested persoDB  had  stretched  betwixt  us,  and,  shown 
myseli  as  I  was,  v^n^;  to  sacrifice  a  considerable 
part  even  of  my  legal  rights,  in  order  to  conciliate 
feehngs  so  natural  as  his  must  be  allowed  to  have 
been.  Let  me  sav  for  myself;  my  youns;  friend,  for 
so  I  will  call  you,  that  had  your  father  ana  I  spent  the 
same  time  together  which  my  good  fortune  has 
allowed  me  to-day  to  pass  in  your  company,  it  is  pos- 
sible the  land  might  ^et  have  enjoyed  one  of  the  most 
respectable  of  its  ancient  nobihty,  and  I  should  have 
been  spared  the  pain  of  partine  in  enmity  from  a  per- 
son whose  general  character  I  so  much  admired  and 
honoured." 

He  put  his  handkerchief  to  his  eyes.  Ravenswood 
also  was  moved,  but  awaited  in  silence  the  progress 
of  this  extraordinaiy  communication. 

"  It  is  necessaiy^  continued  the  Lord  Keraer,  "and 
proper  that  you  should  understand,  that  there  have 
been  many  points  betwixt  us,  in  which,  although  I 
judged  it  proper  that  there  should  be  an  exact  ascer- 
tainment of  my  legal  rights  by  the  decree  of  a  court 
uf  justiccL  yet  it  was  never  my  intention  to  press  them 
beyond  the  verge  of  equity." 

''  My  lord,"  said  the  Master  of  RavenswoodL  "  it  is 
umiecessaiy  to  pursue  this  topic  fiirther.  What  the 
law  will  give  you,  or  has  givim  you,  you  enjoy— or 
you  shall  enjoy ;  neither  my  father,  nor  I  myself 
would  have  received  any  thing  on  the  footing  of 
fiivour." 

"Favour?— no— you  misunderstand  me,"  resumed 
the  Keeper;  "or  rather  you  are  no  lawyer.  A  ri^t 
may  be  good  in  law,  and  ascertained  to  oe  so,  which 
yet  a  man  of  honour  may  not  in  every  case  care  to 
avail  himself  of" 

**1  am  sorry  for  it,  my  lord,"  said  the  Master. 

"Nay,  ntiVt  retorted  his  guest,  "you  speak  Uke  a 
young  counsellor ;  your  spint  goes  before  your  wit 
Tliere  are  many  things  still  open  for  decision  betwixt 
us.  Can  you  blame  me,  an  old  man  desirous  of  peace, 
and  in  the  castle  of  a  young  nobleman  vfho  has  saved 
my  daughter's  life  and  my  own,  that  I  am  desirous, 
anxiously  desirous,  that  these  should  be  settled  on  the 
most  Uberal  principles  1" 

The  old  man  kept  fast  hold  of  the  Master's  passive 
hand  as  he  spoke,  and  made  it  impossible  for  him,  be 
bis  predetermination  what  it  would,  to  return  any 
other  than  an  aoouiescent  reply;  and  wishing  his 
guest  good-night,  ne  postponed  farther  conference 
until  the  next  morning. 

Ravenswood  hurried  into  the  hall,  where  he  was  to 
spend  the  night,  and  for  a  time  traversed  its  pave- 
ment with  a  disordered  and  r^id  pace.  His  mortal 
foe  was  under  his  roof,  yet  his  sentiments  towards 
him  were  neither  those  of  a  feudal  enemy  nor  of  a 
true  Christian.  He  felt  as  if  he  could  neither  forgive 
him  in  the  one  character,  nor  follow  forth  his  ven- 
geance in  the  other,  but  that  he  was  making  a  base 
and  dishonourable  composition  betwixt  his  resent- 
ment against  the  father  and  his  affection  for  his 
daughter.  He  cursed  himself^  as  he  hurried  to  and 
fro  m  the  pale  moonlight  and  more  ruddy  gleams  of 
the  expiring  wood-fire.  He  threw  open  and  shut  the 
latticed  windows  with  violence,  as  if  aljke  impatient 
of  the  admission  and  exclusion  of  free  air.  At  length, 
however,  the  torrent  of  passion  foamed  off  its  mad- 
ness, ana  he  flung  himself  into  the  chair,  which  he 
proposed  as  his  place  of  repose  for  the  night 

I^  in  reality,— such  were  the  calmer  thoughts  that 
followed  the  first  tempest  of  his  passion,— If,  in 
reaUty,  this  man  desires  no  more  than  the  law  allows 
him— if  he  is  willing  to  adjust  even  his  acknowledged 
rights  upon  an  equitable  footing,  what  could  be  my 
father's  cause  of  complaint  ?— what  is  mine  7— Those 
from  whom  we  won  our  ancient  possesaionB  fell  under 
the  sword  of  my  ancestors,  and  left  lands  and  livings 
to  the  conquerors ;  we  sink  under  the  force  of  the  law, 
now  too  powerful  for  the  Scottish  chivalry.  I«et  us 
parley  with  the  victors  of  the  day.  as  if  we  had  been 
beaeged  in  our  fortress,  and  without  hope  of  relief. 
This  man  may  be  other  than  I  have  thought  him : 
and  his  daughter— but  I  have  resolved  not  to  think  of 
her. 


He  wrapt  his  cloak  around  him,  fdl  asleep,  and 
dreamed  of  Lucy  Ashton  till  dayUght  gleamed  tbroogb 
the  lattices. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

We  woridljr  men,  when  we  see  friends  tnd  ktemen 

Past  hope  snok  in  their  fortunes,  lend  no  hand 

To  lift  thea\up,  but  rather  set  our  feet 

Upon  their  heads  to  press  Ifaem  to  the  bottosa ; 

As  I  roust  yield  with  jrou  I  practised  it ; 

But  now  I  see  rou  in  a  way  to  rise, 

I  can  and  will  assist  you. 

Sew  Waif  f  P^9  OH  DtUt. 

The  Lord  Keeper  carried  with  him  to  a  ooncb 
harder  than  he  was  accustomed  to  stretch  hhnaeif 
opoii,  the  same  ambitious  thoughts  and  poUticai  per- 
pleidtMSS)  which  drive  sleep  from  the  softest  down 
that  ever  spread  a  bed  of  state. ,  He  had  sailed  long 
enough  amid  the  contending  tides  and  eorrents  of 
the  time  to  be  sensible  of  their  peril,  and  of  the  neces- 
sity of  trimming  his  vessel  to  the  prevailing  wind,  if 
he  would  have  tier  escape  shipwreck  in  the  stmm. 
The  nature  of  his  talents,  and  the  timoroueneos  of 
diqx)sitkm  connected  with  them,  had  made  him 
assume  the  pliability  of  the  versatile  old  Eaxl  of 
Northamptoii,  who  explained  the  art  by  which  be 
kept  his  ground  duringaU  the  changes  of  states  from 
the  reign  of  Henry  Viil.  to  that  of  Elizabeth,  by  the 
frank  avowal,  that  he  was  bom  of  the  willow, 
not  of  the  oak.  It  had  accordin^y  been  Sir  WilUam 
Ash  ton's  policy,  on  all  occasions,  to  watch  the 
changes  in  the  political  horizon,  and,  ere  yet  the  con- 
flict was  decided,  to  negotiate  some  interest  for  him- 
self with  the  party  most  likely  to  prove  victorious. 
His  time-servmg  disposition  was  well  known,  and 
excited  the  contempt  of  the  more  daring  leaders  of 
both  factions  m  the  state.  But  his  talents  were  of  a 
useful  and  practical  kind,  and  his  legal  knowledge 
held  in  high  estimation ;  and  they  so  far  counter- 
balanced other  deficiencies,  that  those  in  power  were 
glad  to  use  and  to  reward,  though  without  absolutely 
trusting  or  greatly  respecting  him.^ 

The  Marquis  of^ A had  used  his  utmost  influence 

to  eflect  a  change  in  the  Scottish  cabinet,  and  his 
schemes  had  been  of  late  so  well  laid  and  so  ably  sup- 
ported, that  there  appeared  a  very  great  chance  of  his 
proving  ultimately  successful.  He  did  not,  however, 
feel  so  strong  or  so  confident  as  to  neglect  any  means 
of  drawing  recruits  to  his  standard.  The  acquisition 
of  the  Lora  Keeper  was  deemed  of  some  importance^ 
and  a  friend,  perfectly  acquainted  with  his  circum- 
stances and  character,  became  responsible  (or  his 
political  conversion. 

When  this  gentleman  arrived  at  Ravenswood  Cas- 
tle upon  a  visit,  the  real  purpose  of  which  was  dis- 
guised under  general  courtesy,  he  found  the  prevailiog 
fear,  which  at  present  beset  the  Lord  Keeper,  was 
that  of  danger  to  his  own  person  from  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood.  The  language  which  the  blind  sibvt 
old  Alice,  had  used;  the  sudden  appearance  of  the 
Master,  armed,  and  within  his  precincts,  immediately 
after  he  had  been  warned  against  danger  finom  him ; 
the  cold  and  haughty  return  received  in  exchange  for 
the  acknowledgments  with  which  he  loaded  him  for 
his  timely  protection^  had  all  made  a  strong  impres- 
sion on  his  imagination. 

So  soon  as  the  Marquis's  poUtical  a^ent  fotmd  how 
the  wind  sate,  he  b^an  to  insinuate  fears  and  doubts 
of  another  kind,  scarce  less  calculated  to  afiect  the 
Lord  Keeper.     He  inquired  with  seeming  intexvst, 
whether  the  proceedings  in  Sir  William's  complicated 
Utigation  with  the  Ravenswood  family  was  out  of 
court,  and  settled  without  the  possibihty  of  appeal  t 
The  Lord  Keeper  answered  in  the  affirmative ;  bai  i 
his  interrogator  was  too  well  informed  to  be  imposed  ] 
upon.    He  pointed  out  to  him,  by  imanswerable  ar-  I 
guments,  that  some  of  the  most  important  points 
which  had  been  decided  in  his  favour  against  the 
house  of  Ravenswood,  were  liable,  under  the  Treaty 
of  Union,  to  be  reviewed  by  the  British  House  of  Peen* 
a  court  of  eqmty  of  which  the  Lord  Keeper  felt  an  i»- 
stinctive  dread.    This  course  came  instead  of  an  ap- 
peal to  the  old  Scottish  ParUament,  or,  as  it  was 
technically  termed,  "a  protestation  for  remeid  in  law  ' 
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The  Lonl  Keeper  alter  he  had  for  some  titne  dia- 
patedthelegality  of  such  a  proceeding,  was  compelled 
at  leogtfa,  to  comfort  himaelf  with  the  improbability 
of  the  young  Master  of  Ravenawood'a  finoin^  friends 
in  pazuament,  capable  of  stirring  in  so  w^ghty  an 
affiur. 

**Do  not  comfort  voorself  with  that  false  hope,'* 
«ud  his  wily  friend;  it  is  possible  that,  in  the  next 
session  of  Parliament,  young  Ravenswood  may  find 
more  friends  and  favour  even  than  your  lordship." 

"^That  would  be  a  sight  worth  seeing,"  said  the 
Keeper,  scomfiilly . 

"  And  yet,"  said  his  friend,  *'  such  things  have  been 
seen  ere  now,  and  in  our  own  time.  There  are  many 
at  the  h^  of  affairs  even  now,  that  a  few  years  ago 
were  lader  hiding  for  their  lives ;  and  many  a  roa|i 
now  dines  on  plate  of  silver,  that  was  fain  to  eat  his 
crowdv  witboat  a  bicker;  and  many  a  high  head  has 
been  uoimht  frill  low  among  us  in  as  short  a  space. 
Soott  of  Scotstarvet's  *  Staggering  State  of  Scots 
Statesmen,'  of  which  curious  memoir  you  showed 
ne  a  manuaoript,  has  been  outstaggered  in  our  time." 

The  Lmd  Keeper  answered  with  a  deep  sigh,  "that 
these  muutions  were  no  new  sights  in  Scotland,  and 
had  been  witnessed  long  before  the  time  of  the  satiri- 
cal aathor  he  had  quotea.  It  was  many  a  long  year," 
he  said,  "  since  Fordun  had  quoted  as  an  ancient  pro- 
verb, *  Neque  dive*,  ne/pu/ortUj  sed  nee  sapitna  Sco- 
tug,  pradominanU  invidui,  tUu  durabit  in  tcrraJ  " 
And  be  assured,  my  esteemed  friend."  was  the 
answer,  "  that  even  your  long  services  to  the  state,  or 
deep  legal  knowledge,  will  not  save  you,  or  render 

vo«r  estate  stable,  if  the  Marquis  of  A comes  in 

with  a  party  in  the  British  Parliament  You  know 
that  the  deceased  Lord  Ravenswood  was  his  near 
aUy,  his  lady  being  fifth  in  descent  from  the  Slnight 
of  Till&ardine ;  and  I  am  well  assured  that  he  will 
take  young  Ravenswood  by  the  hand,  and  be  his 
very  eood  lord  and  kinsman.  Why  should  he  not  ?— 
Tlie  Master  is  an  active  and  stirring  young  fellow, 
able  to  help  himself  with  tongue  and  hands ;  and  it  is 
such  as  he  that  finds  friends  amons  their  kindred, 
and  not  those  unarmed  and  unable  Mephibosheths, 
that  are  sure  to  be  a  burden  to  every  one  that  takes 
them  up.  And  so,  if  these  Ravenswood  cases  be  called 
over  this  coals  in  the  House  of  Peer&  you  will  find 
that  the  Marquis  will  have  a  crow  to  pluck  with  you." 

^'lliat  womd  be  an  evil  requital"  said  the  Lord 
Caeper,  "for  my  long  services  to  the  state,  and  the 
ancMiu  respect  in  which  I  have  held  his  lordship's 
hooouraUe  family  and  person." 

"Ay,  but,"  rejoined  the  agent  of  the  Marauis,  "  h  is 
m  vam  to  look  oack  on  past  service  and  auld  respect, 
my  lord— it  will  be  present  service  and  immediate 
proofs  of  regard,  which,  in  these  sUddery  times,  will 
be  expected  ova  man  like  the  Marquis." 

Tlie  Lord  Keeper  now  saw  the  fidl  drift  of  his 
friend's  argument,  but  he  was  too  cautious  to  return 
anv  positive  answer. 

He  knew  not,"  he  said,  "  the  service  which  the 
Lord  Marquis  could  expect  from  one  of  his  limited 
abihtiea,  that  had  not  always  stood  at*  his  command. 
snU  saving  and  reserving  his  duty  to  his  king  and 
ooantiy." 

Having  thus  sakl  nothing,  while  he  seemed  to  say 
every  thmg,  for  the  exertion  was  calculated  to  coyer 
vhutYohe  mij^t  afterwards  think  proper  to  bring 
under  it,  Sir  WSham  Ashton  changed  tb^  conversa- 
doD,  nor  did  he  again  permit  the  same  topic  to  be  in- 
tracnioed.  His  guest  d^arted,  without  having  brouf^t 
the  wily  old  statesman  the  length  of  committing  him- 
self or  of  pledging  himself  to  any  future  line  of  con- 
dnct,  bat  with  the  oertaintyr  that  he  had  alarmed  his 
feats  in  a  most  sensible  point,  and  laid  a  foundation 
Ibr  fiitare  and  farther  treaty. 

When  be  rendered  an  account  of  his  negotiation  to 
the  MarqcoB,  they  both  agreed  that  the  Keeper  ought 
not  to  be  permitted  to  relapse  into  security,  and  that 
he  should  be  plied  with  new  subjects  of  alarm,  espe- 
oally  daring  the  absence  of  his  lady.  They  ^ere 
well  aware  that  her  proud,  vindictive,  and  piedomi- 
naiing  spirit,  would  be  likely  to  supply  him  with  the 
coorage  m  which  he  was  dencient—that  she  waa  im- 
laovaolv  attached  to  the  party  now  in  power,  with 


whom  she  maintained  a  close  correspondence  and 
alliance,  and  that  she  hated,  without  fearini^  the  Ra- 
venswood family,  (whose  more  ancient  dignity  threw 
discredit  on  the  newly  acquired  grandeur  of  her  hus- 
band,) to  such  a  d^ree.  that  she  would  have  periled 
the  interest  of  her  own  house,  to  have  the  prospect  of 
altogether  crushing  that  of  her  enemy. 

But  Lady  Ashton  was  now  absent  The  business 
which  had  long  detained  her  in  Edinburgh,  had  after- 
wards inducea  her  to  travel  to  London,  not  without 
the  hope  that  she  might  contribute  her  share  to  dis- 
concert the  intrigues  of  the  Marquis  at  court :  for  she 
stood  high  in  favour  with  the  celebrated  Sarah,  Duch- 
ess of  Marlborough,  to  whom,  in  point  of  character, 
she  bore  considerable  resemblance.  It  was  necessary 
to  press  her  husband  hard  before  her  return ;  and,  as 
a  pr^aratory  st^,  the  Marauis  wrote  to  the  Master 
of  Ravenswood  the  letter  which  we  rehearsed  in  a 
former  chapter.  It  waa  cautiously  worded,  so  as  to 
leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  writer  hereafter  to  take  as 
deep,  or  as  sFight  an  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  his 
kinsman,  as  the  progress  of  his  own  schemes  might 
requires  But  however  imwilling,  as  a  statesman,  the 
Marquis  might  be  to  commit  himself,  or  assume  the 
character  of  a  patron,  while  he  had  nothing  to  give 
away,  it  must  be  said,  to  his  honour,  that  tie  felt  a 
strong  inchnation  effectually  to  befriend  the  Master 
of  Ravenswood,  as  well  as  to  use  his  name  as  a  means 
of  alarming  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  Keeper. 

As  the  messenger  who  carried  this  letter  was  to 
pass  near  the  house  of  the  Lord  Keeper,  he  had  it  in 
direction,  that  in  the  village  adjoining  to  the  park- 

Site  of  the  castle,  his  horse  should  lose  a  shoe,  and 
at.  while  it  was  replaced  by  the  smith  of  the  place, 
he  shouki  express  the  utmost  regret  for  the  necessary 
loss  of  time,  and  in  the  vehemence  of  his  impatience, 
give  it  to  be  understood,  that  he  was  bearing  a  mes- 
sage from  the  Marquis  of  A-^ —  to  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood, upon  a  matter  of  life  and  death. 

This  news,  with  exaggerations,  was  speedily  car- 
ried from  various  quarters  to  the  ears  of  the  Lord 
Keeper,  and  each  reporter  dwelt  upon  the  extreme 
impatience  of  the  courier,  and  the  surprising  short 
time  in  which  he  had  executed  his  journey.  The  anx- 
ious statesman  heard  in  silence ;  but  in  private  Lock- 
hard  received  orders  to  watch  the  couner  on  his  re- 
turn, to  waylay  him  in  the  village,  to  ply  him  with 
liquor  if  posaible,  and  to  use  all  means^  fair  or  foul,  to 
learn  the  contents  of  the  letter  of  which  he  was  the 
bearer.  But  as  this  plot  had  been  foreseen,  the  mes- 
senger returned  by  a  difiPerent  and  distant  road,  and 
thus  escaped  the  snare  that  was  laid  for  him. 

After  he  had  been  in  vain  expected  for  some  time, 
Mr.  Dingwall  had  orders  to  make  especial  inquiry 
among  his  clients  of  Wolfs-hope,  whether  such  a 
domestic  belonging  to  the  Marquis  of  A had  actu- 
ally arrived  at  the  neidbbouring  castle.  This  was 
easily  ascertained j  for  Caleb  had  been  in  the  village 
one  morning  by  five  o'cktck,  to  borrow  "  twa  chap- 
pins  of  ale  and  a  kipper"  for  the  messenger's  refi^sh- 
ment,  and  the  poor  fellow  had  been  ill  for  twenty-four 
hours  at  Luckie  Sma' trash's,  in  consequence  of  din- 
ing upon  "saut  saumon  and  sour  drink."  So  that 
the  existence  of  a  correspondence  betwixt  the  Mar- 
quis and  his  distressed  kmsman,  which  Sir  William 
Ashton  had  sometimes  treated  as  a  bugbear,  was 
proved  beyond  the  possibiUty  of  further  doubt. 

The  alarm  of  the  Lord  Keeper  became  very  serious. 
Since  the  Claim  of  Right,  the  power  of  appealing  from 
the  decisions  of  the  avil  court  to  the  Estates  of  Par- 
Uament,  which  had  formeriy  beeii  held  incompetent, 
had  in  many  instances  been  claimed,  and  in  mme 
allowed,  and  he  had  no  small  reason  to  apprehend  the 
issue,  if  the  English  House  of  Lords  should  be  dis- 
posed to  act  upon  an  appeal  from  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood "for  remeid  in  law."  It  would  resolve 
into  an  equitable  daim,  and  be  decided,  perhaps  upon 
the  broad  principles  of  justice,  which  were  not  quite 
so  favourahle  to  the  Lord  Keeper  as  those  of  strict 
law.  Besicya  judgingt  though  most  inaccurately, 
from  courts  which  He  bad  himself  known  in  the  un- 
happy times  preceding  the  Scottish  Union,  the  Keeper 
might  have  too  much  right  to  think,  that  in  the 
House  to  which  his  lawsmts  were  to  be  transferred  * 
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the  old  maxim  might  prevail  in  Scotland  which  was 
too  well  recoenised  in  former  times,—"  Show  me  the 
man,  and  rilshow  you  the  law."— The  high  and  un- 
biassiBd  character  of  English  judicial  proceedings  was 
then  little  known  in  Scotland ;  and  the  extension  of 
them  to  that  country  was  one  of  the  most  valuable 
advantages  which  it  gained  by  the  Union.  But  this 
was  a  blessing  which  the  Lord  Keeper,  who  had  lived 
under  another  system,  could  not  have  the  means  of 
foreseeing.  In  the  loss  of  his  political  consequence, 
he  anticipated  the  loss  of  his  lawsuit  Mean  while, 
every  report  which  reached  him  served  to  render  the 
success  of  the  Marquis's  intrigues  the  more  probable, 
and  the  Lord  Keeoer  began  to  think  it  indispensable, 
that  he  should  look  round  for  some  kind  of  protection 
against  the  coming  storm.  The  timidity  of  his  tem- 
per induced  him  to  adopt  measures  or  compromise 
and  conciliation.  The  affair  of  the  wild  bull,  properly 
managed,  might,  he  thought,  be  made  to  facilitate  a 
personal  communication  and  reconciliation  betwixt 
the  Master  and  himself.  He  would  then  learn,  if  pos- 
sible, what  his  own  ideas  were  of  the  extent  or  his 
r^ts,  and  the  means  of  enforcing  them ;  ana  perhaps 
matters  might  be  brought  to  a  compromise,  where  one 
party  was  wealthv,  and  the  other  so  very  poor.  A 
reconcihation  with  Ravenswood  was  likely  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  to  plav  his  own  game  with  the 
Maronisor  A .  "And  oesides^"  said  he  to  him- 
self, it  will  be  an  act  of  generosity  to  raise  up  the 
heir  of  this  distressed  family :  and  if  he  is  to  be  warmly 
and  effectually  befriended  by  the  new  government, 
who  knows  but  my  virtue  may  prove  its  own  reward  ? 

Thus  thought  Sir  William  Ash  ton,  covering  with 
no  unusual  self-delusion  his  interested  views  with  a 
hue  of  virtue;  and  having  attained  this  ppint.  his 
fancy  strayed  still  farther.  He  began  to  bethink  him- 
selfl  "  that  if  Ravenswood  was  to  have  a  distinguish- 
ed place  of  power  and  trust— and  if  such  a  union 
ivomd  sopite  the  heavier  part  of  his  unadjusted  claims 
—there  mi^t  be  worse  matches  for  fiis  dau^ter 
Lucy— the  Master  might  be  reponed  against  the 
altamaer— Lord  Ravenswood  was  an  ancient  title, 
and  the  alliance  would,  in  some  measure;  Intimate 
his  own  possession  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Master's 
spoils^  and  make  the  surrender  of  the  rest  a  subject  of 
less  bitter  regret" 

With  these  mingled  and  multi£uiou8  plans  occupy- 
ing his  head,  the  Lord -Keeper  availed  himself  of  my 
Lord  Bittlebrains*s  repeated  invitation  to  his  re- 
sidence, and  thus  came  within  a  very  few  miles  of 
Wolfs  Crag.  Here  he  found  the  lord  of  the  mansion 
absent,  but  was  courteously  received  by  the  ladv,  who 
expected  her  husband's  immediate  return.  &(ne  ex- 
pressed her  particijlar  deliffht  at  seeing  Miss  Ashton, 
and  appointed  the  hounds  to  be  taken  out  for  the 
Lord  Keeper's  special  amusement  He  readily  entered 
into  the  proppsal,  as  giving  him  an  opportunity  to 
reconnoitre  Wolfs  Crag,  and  perhaps  to  make  some 
acquaintance  with  the  owner,  if  he  should  be  tempted 
from  his  desolate  mansion  by  the  chase.  Locknard 
had  his  ordera  to  endeavour  on  his  oart  to  make  some 
acquaintance  with  the  inmates  or^  the  castle  and  we 
have  seen  how  he  played  his  part 

The  accidental  storm  did  more  to  further  the  Lord 
Keeper's  plan  of  forming  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  young  Ravenswood,  than  his  most  sanguine 
expectations  could  have  anticipated.  His  feara  of  the 
young  nobleman's  personal  resentment  had  greatly 
decreased,  since  he  considered  him  as  formidable  from 
his  le^al  claims,  and  the  means  he  might  have  of 
enforcing  them.  But  although  he  thought,  not  un- 
raasonaSlv,  that  only  desperate  circumstances  drove 
men  on  ae^Mrate  measnres,  it  was  not  without  a 
secret  terror,  which  shook  his  heart  within  him,  that 
he  first  felt  himself  enclosed  within  the  desolate 
Tower  of  Wolfs  Crag;  a  place  so  well  fitted,  from 
solitude  and  strength,  to  be  a  scene  of  violence  and 
vengeance.  The  stem  reception  at  first  nyen  to  them 
by  the  Master  of  Ravenswood.  and  thedimcnlty  he  felt 
in  explaining  to  that  injured  nobleman  what  guests 
were  under  the  shelter  of  nisroof^dki  not  soothe  these 
alarms  J  so  that  when  Sir  William  Ashton  heard  me 
door  or  the  court-yard  shut  behind  him  with  viounccL 
the  word  of  Alice  rang  in  his  ears,  '*  that  he  had 


drawn  on  matters  too  hardly  with  so  fierce  a  race  as 
those  of  Ravenswood,  and  that  they  would  bide  their 
time  to  be  avenged." 

The  subsequent  frankness  of  the  Master's  hospi- 
tality, as  their  acquaintance  increased,  abated  the 
apprehensions  these  recollections  were  calculated  to 
excite ;  and  it  did  not  escape  Sir  William  Ashton. 
that  it  was  to  Lucjr's  grace  and  beauty  he  owed  thp 
change  in  their  host's  oehaviour. 

All  these  thoughts  thronged  upon  him  when  he 
took  possession  df  the  secret  chamber.  The  iron 
lamp,  the  unfurnished  apartment,  more  resembling  a 
prison  than  a  place  of  ordinary  repose,  the  hoarse  and 
ceaseless  sound  of  the  waves  rashing  against  the 
base  of  the  rock  on  which  the  castle  was  founded, 
saddened  and  perplexed  his  mind.  To  his  own 
successful  machinations,  the  ruin  of  the  family  had 
been  in  a  great  measure  owing,  but  bis  disposition 
was  crafty  and  not  cruel ;  so  that  actually  to  witnest 
the  desolation  and  distress  he  had  himself  occasioned, 
was  as  painful  to  him  as  it  would  be  to  the  humane 
mistress  of  a  familv  to  superintend  in  person  the 
execution  of  the  lambs  and  poultry  which  are  killed 
by  her  own  directions.  At  the  same  time,  when  be 
thought  of  the  alternative,  of  restoring  to  Ravens- 
wood a  large  proportion  of  his  spoils,  or  of  adopting, 
as  an  ally  and  member  of  his  own  family,  the  kwir  ai 
this  impoverished  house,  he  felt  as  the  spider  may  be 
supposed  to  do,  when  his  whole  w^,  the  intiicades 
of  which  had  been  planned  with  so  much  art,  is 
destroved  by  the  chance  sweep  of  a  broom.  And  tnen, 
if  he  should  commit  himself  too  far  in  this  matter,  it 

gave  rise  to  a  perilous  question,  which  many  a  good 
usband,  when  under  temptation  to  act  as  a  frve 
agent,  has  asked  himself  without  being  able  to  retnm 
a  ratisfactory  answer ;  "  What  will  my  wife— what 
will  Lady  Ashton  say1'\  On  the  whole,  he  came  ai 
length  to  the  resolution  in  which  minds  of  a  weakisr 
cast  so  often  take  refuge.  He  resolv^  to  watdi 
events,  to  take  advantage  of  circumstances  as  they 
occurred,  and  regulate  his  conduct  acccnrdingly.  la 
this  spirit  of  temporizing  policy,  he  at  length  com- 
posedms  mind  to  rest 


CHAPTER  XVL 

'*  A  tlifht  note  I  haw  iboat  me  for  roa.  for  the  <Miv«ry  of 
which  yon  miwt  ozcum  me.  It  ii  an  o&bt  that  frtoodihjp  call* 
upon  me  to  do,  end  do  war  offtneive  to  jou,  eiooe  I  daeui  ao- 
thioff  bat  right  upoa  both  ndee." 

KiMi  catf  m  KiHg. 

Wrcn  Ravenswood  and  his  guest  met  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  ^oom  of  the  Masters  spirit  had  in  part  re- 
mmed.  He,  also,  had  passed  a  night  rather  of  reflect 
tion  than  of  slumber;  and  the  feelings  which  he  could 
not  but  entertain  towards  Lucv  Ashton,  had  to  sup- 
port a  severe  conflict  against  those  which  he  had  to 
long  nourished  against  her  father.  To  clasp  in  friend- 
ship the  hand  of  the  eaemy  of  his  house,  to  entertain 
him  under  his  roof|  to  exchange  with  hiin  the  courte- 
sies and  the  kindness  of  domestic  familiarity,  was  a 
degradation  which  his  proud  spirit  could  not  be  bent 
to  without  a  struggle. 

But  the  ice  being  once  broken,  the  Lord  Keeper  was 
resolved  it  should  not  have  time  again  to  froen.  It 
hadbeenpartof  lus  plan  to  stun  and  oonfiise  Ravens- 
wood's  ideas,  by  a  coinpUcated  and  technical  state- 
ment of  the  mattere  which  had  been  in  debate  betwixt 
their  famihes, Justly  thinking  that  it  would  be  difficult 
for  a  youth  of  his  age  to  follow  the  expositions  of  a 
practical  lawyer,  concerning  actk>ns  of  compt  and 
reckoning  and  of  multiplepoindings,  and  a^odica- 
tions  ana  wadsets  proper  and  improper,  and  poind- 
ings of  the  ground  ana  declarations  of  the  expiry  of 
the  legal  Thus,  thought  Su*  WiUiam,  I  shall  have 
all  the  grace  of  appearing  perliBctly  commtmicatite, 
while  my  party  will  derive  very  little  advantage  from 
any  thins  i  may  tell  him.  He  therefore  took  Ravens- 
wood aside  into  the  deep  recess  of  a  window  in. the  haO, 
and  resumiiig  the  disoourae  of  the  preceding  eveniaci 
expressed  a  nope  that  his  young  friend  would  assume 
some  patience,  in  order  to  hear  him  enter  into  a 
minute  and  explanatory  detail  of  those  unfortunate 
circumstances,  in  whicn  his  late  honourable  fritber 
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had  stood  at  variance  with  the  Loni  Keeper.  The 
Master  of  Ravenswood  coloured  highly,  but  was 
silent ;  and  the  Lord  Keeper,  though  not  greatly  ap- 
proving the«udden  heightening  of  nis  auditor's  com- 
plexion, commenced  the  history  of  a  bond  for  twenty 
thousand  marks,  advanced  by  nis  father  to  the  father 
of  Allan  Lord  Ravenswood.  and  was  r»roceeding  to 
detail  the  executorial  proceeainjga  by  which  this  large 
'^um  had  been  rendered  a  debitum  fundi,  when  he 
was  intemipted  by  the  Master. 

"  It  is  not  in  this  place,"  he  said,  "  that  I  can  hear 
Sir  William  Ashton's  explanation  of  the  matters  in 
question  between  us.  It  is  not  here,  where  my  father 
died  of  a  broken  heart,  that  I  can  with  decency  or 
temper  investigate  the  cause  of  his  distress.  I  might 
remember  that  I  was  a  son,  and  forget  the  duties  of 
a  host  A  timcL  however,  there  must  come,  when 
these  things  shall  be  discussed  in  aplace  and  in  a  pre- 
sence where  both  of  us  will  have  equal  fieedom  to 
speak  and  to  h^." 

"Any  time,"  the  Lord  Keeper  said,  "  any  place,  was 
alike  to  those  who  sought  nothing  but  justice.  Yet  it 
would  seem  he  was,  in  fairness,  entitled  to  some  pre- 
monition respecting  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
Master  propoised  to  impugn  the  whole  train  of  legal 
proceedings,  which  had  item  so  well  and  ripely  advised 
m  the  oniV  courts  competent." 

"Sir  William  Ashton,"  answered  the  Master,  with 
warmth,  "  the  lands  which  jom  now  occupy  were 
granted  to  my  remote  ancestor  for  services  done  with 
his  sword  against  the  English  invaders.    How  they 
have  glided  fiiom  us  by  a  train  of  proceedings  that 
seem  to  be  neither  sale,  nor  mortgage,  nor  adjudica- 
tioD  for  debt,  but  a  nondescript  ana  entangled  mix- 
ture of  all  th^  rights— how  annual-rent  has  been  ac- 
cumulated upon  principal,  and  no  nook  or  coign  of 
legal  advantage  left  unoccupied,  until  our  interest  in 
our  hereditary  property  seems  to  have  melted  away 
like  an  icicle  in  thaw--all  this  you  understand  better 
than  I  do.    I  am  willing,  however,  to  8iq)po8e,  from 
the  frankness  of  your  conduct  totvards  me,  tnat  I  may 
in  a  great  measure  have  mistaken  your  personal  cha- 
racter, and  that  things  may  have  appeared  right  and 
fitting  to  you,  a  riulful  and  practiseci  lawyer,  which  to 
my  ignorant  understanding  seem  very  httle  short  of 
iorastice  and  gross  oppression." 
,,  '  And  you,  my  dear  Master,"  answered  Sir  William, 
you,  permit  me  to  say,  have  been  equally  misrepre- 
sented to  me.    I  was  taught  to  believe  you  a  fierce, 
unperious,  hot-headed  youth,  ready,  at  the  slightest 
iwrocatjon.  to  throw  your  sword  into  the  scales  of 
justice,  and  to  appeal  to  those  rude  and  forcible 
iJMsoree  from  which  civil  polity  has  long  protected 
the  people  of  Scotland.    Then,  since  we  were  mutu- 
uly  mistaken  in  each  other,  why  should  not  the 
TOTOg  nobleman  be  willing  to  listen  to  the  old  lawyer, 
wtUM,  at  least,  he  explains  the  points  of  diflerence 
hejmxt  themr* 

No,  ray  lord,"  answered  Ravenswood ;  "  it  is  in 
the  House  of  British  Peers,*  whose  honour  must  be 
^al  to  their  rank— it  is  in  the  court  of  last  resort 
that  WB  must  parley  together.    The  belted  lords  of 

* 'Htepower  of  appeal  from  Ihe  Court  of  SeMion,  the  miprcnM 
JM|«  of  Scotland,  to  th«  Scottish  Parliament,  in  emtm  of  civil 
(JfH  ^  flMMljr  debated  before  th«  tJnion.  It  was  a  pririlrgo 
>¥Cnir  MairalHe  for  ttie  tubject,  as  tho  examination  and  occa- 
"^wnBnnai  of  their  Muitencea  in  Parliament,  might  »enre  as 
lyqtipon  the  judcee,  which  thejr  rreatly  requiied  at  a  time 
^**Maejr were  nrach  more dittingniiined  for  legal  knowledge 
(*>"  iar  aprightnese  and  integrity. 

.  y  oMnberB  of  nbe  Faculty  of  Advocates,  (so  th^  Scottish 
y**wi  are  termed,)  in  tho  year  1*74,  incurred  the  violent  dis- 
•■•Jl^  of  the  Court  of  Session,  on  account  of  their  reftisal  to 
!**<>*■<•  the  right  of  appeal  lo  Parliament ;  and,  by  a  very  arbi> 
r{7,P(<MS(hire,  the  m^ority  of  the  number  were  banisbed  fn)m 
-»i?i***'  *^  consequently  deprived  of  their  professional 
JJ'^w  tor  several  sessionii,  or  term^.  But,  by  the  articles 
?  ts*  UBioo.  an  appeal  to  Um  British  House  of  Peers  has  been 


"^■M  to  the  Scottish  solyect,  and  that  richt  has,  no  doubt, 
Mfits  mflueooe  in  forming  ttte  impartial  ana  independent  oha< 
"w.^'^'^b,  much  contrary  to  the  practice  of  their  predeces- 
mt.  Uie  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Session  have  ^inoe  displayed. 
M 1?  ***'  ^  eoneetve,  that  an  old  lawyer  like  the  Lord  Keeper 
^^^  tot,  should  feel  alarm  at  ttie  judgments  given  in  hie  fk- 
*wr.  opon  grounds  of  strict  penal  law,  being  brought  to  appeal 
J^p  •  Dew  and  dreaded  procedure  in  a  Court  emineoUy  tmpar- 
"w,  tod  peculiarly  moved  by  considwations  of  equity. 

neutirr  editions  of  this  Work,  this  legal  distinction  was  not 
wnewnUy  explained. 


Britain,  her  ancient  peers,  must  decide,  if  it  m  their 
will  that  a  hotise,  not  the  least  noble  of  their  mem- 
bers, shall  be  stripped  of  their  possessions,  the  reward 
of  the  patriotism  of  generations,  as  the  pavm  of  s 
wretched  mechanic  becomes  forfeit  to  the  tisnrer  the 
instant  the  hour  of  redemption  has  passed  away.  If 
they  yield  to  the  grasping  severity  of  the  creditor,  and 
to  the  gnawing  usury  that  eats  into  our  lands  as 
moths  into  a  raiment,  it  will  be  of  more  evil  conse- 
quence to  thrm  and  their  posterity  than  to  Edgar  Ra- 
venswood—I  shall  still  have  my  sword  and  my  cloak, 
and  can  follow  the  profession  of  arms  wherever  a 
trumpet  shall  sound." 

As  he  pronounced  these  words,  in  a  firm  vet  melan- 
choly tone,  he  raised  his  eyes  and  suddenly  encoun* 
tered  those  of  Lucy  Ashton,  who  had  stolen  unawares 
on  their  intttview,  and  observed  her  looks  fastened  on 
them  with  an  expression  of  enthusiastic  interest  and 
admiration,  which  had  wrapt  her  for  the  moment  be- 
yond the  fear  of  discovery.  '  The  noble  form  and  fine 
features  of  Ravenswood,  fired  vrith  the  pride  of  birth 
and  sense  of  internal  dignity— the  mellow  and  ex- 
pressive tones  of  his  voice,  the  desolate  state  of  his 
fortunes,  and  the  indifierence  with  which  he  seemed 
to  endure  and  to  dare  the  worst  that  might  befall, 
rendered  him  a  dangerous  object  of  contemplation 
for  a  maiden  already  too  much  disposed  to  dwell  upon 
recollections  connected  with  him.  When  their  eyes 
encountered  each  other,  both  blushed  deeply,  con- 
scious of  some  strong  internal  emotion,  and  snunned 
again  to  meet  each  other's  look. 

Sir  William  Ashton  had,  of  cotirse,  closely  vratched 
the  expresson  of  their  countenances.  "I  need  fear," 
said  he  internally,  "  neither  Parliament  nor  protesta- 
tion ;  I  have  an  efiectual  mode  of  reconciling  myself 
with  this  hot-tempered  yoimg  fSallow,  in  case^e  shall 
become  formidable,  liie  present  object  is,  at  all 
events,  to  avoid  committing  ourselves.  The  hook  w 
fixed ;  we  will  not  strain  the  line  too  soon— it  is  as 
well  to  reserve  the  privilege  of  slipping  it  loose,  if  we 
do  not  find  the  fish  worth  landing." 

In  this  selfish  and  cruel  circulation  upon  the  sup- 
posed attachment  of  Ravenswood  to  Lucy,  he  was  so 
far  from  considering  the  pain  he  might  give  to  the 
former,  by  thus  dallying  with  his  affections,  that  he 
even  did  not  think  upon  the  risk  of  involving  his  own 
daughter  in  the  perils  of  an  unfortunate  passion ;  as 
if  her  predilection,  which  could  not  escape  his  atten- 
tion, were  like  the  flame  of  a  taper,  which  might  be 
lighted  or  extinguished  at  pleasure.  But  Providence 
had  prepared  a  dreadful  requital  for  this  keen  observer 
of  human  passions,  who  had  spent  his  life  in  securing 
advantages  to  himself  by  artfully  working  upon  the 
passions  of  others^ 

Caleb  Balderstone  now  came  to  annoimce  that 
breakfast  was  prepared ;  for  in  those  days  of  substan- 
tial feeding,  the  relics  of  the  supper  amply  furnished 
forth  the  morning  meal.  Ndtner  did  ne  forget  to 
present  to  the  Lord  Keeper,  with  great  reverence,  a 
moming-draiudit  in  a  large  pewter  cup,  garnished 
with  leaves  of  parsley  and  scurvy-grass.  He  craved 
pardon,  of  couise,  for  having  omitted  to  serve  it  in  the 
great  silver  standing  cup  as  behoved,  being  that  it  was 
at  present  in  a  silversmith's  in  Edinburgh,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  overlaid  with  gilt. 

"In  Edinburgh  like  enough,  said  Ravenswood: 
"  but  in  what  place,  or  for  what  purpose,  I  am  afraid 
neither  you  nor  I  know." 

"Aweell"  said  Caleb,  peevishly,  "there's  a  man 
standing  at  the  gate  alreaidy  this  morning— that's  ae 
thing  that  I  ken— Does  your  honour  ken  whether  ye 
will  speak  wi'  him  or  no  ?" 
"  Does  he  wish  to  speak  with  me,  Caleb?" 
"Less  will  no  serve  him^"  said  Caleb:  "but  ye 
had  best  take  a  visie  of  him  through  the  wicket 
before  opening  the  gate— it's  no  every  ane  we  suld  let 
into  this  castle." 

"What!  do  you  suppose  him  to  be  a  messenger 
come  to  arrest  me  for  debtl"  saki  Rfvenswood. 

"  A  messenger  arrest  your  honour  for  debt,  and  in 
your  Castle  of  Wolf's  Crag!— Your  honour  is  jesting 
wi'  auld  Caleb  this  mormng."  However,  he  whis- 
pered in  his  ear  as  he  followed  him  out,  "I  would  Ite 
loath  to  do  ony  decent  man  a  prejudice  in  your  ho- 
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Hour's  gude  opinion ;  but  I  would  lak  twa  looks  o 
that  chield  before  I  let  him  within  theee  walls." 

He  was  not  an  officer  of  the  law,  however ;  heinfi 
no  less  a  person  than  Captain  Craigengelt,  with  his 
nose  as  red  as  a  comfortable  cup  of  brandy  could 
make  it,  his  laced  cocked-hat  set  a  little  aside  upon 
the  top  of  his  black  riding  periwig,  a  sword  by  his 
side,  and  pistols  at  his  Ijolsters,  and  his  person  ar- 
rayed in  a  ridinff  suit,  laid  over  with  tarnished  lace, 
—the  very  moral  of  one  who  would  say.  Stand,  to  a 
true  man. 

When  the  Master  had  recognised  him,  he  ordered 
the  gates  to  be  opened.  "  I  suppose,"  he  said,  "  Cap- 
Uin  Craigengelt.  there  are  no  eoch  weighty  matters 
betwixt  you  and  me,  but  may  be  discusswi  in  this 
place.  I  have  company  in  the  castle  at  present,  and 
the  terms  upon  which  we  last  parted  must  excuse 
my  asking  you  to  make  part  of  them." 

Craigengelt.  although  possessing  the  very  perfec- 
tion of  impudence,  was  somewhat  abashed  by  this 
unfavourable  reception.  "  He  bad  no  intention,"  he 
said,  '*  to  force  himself  upon  the  Master  of  Ravens- 
wood's  hospitality— he  was  in  the  honourable  service 
of  bearing  a  message  to  him  from  a  friend,  otherwise 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood  should  not  have  had  rea- 
son to  complain  of  this  intrusion." 

"Let  it  be  short,  sir,"  said  the  Master,  "for  that 
will  be  the  best  apology.  Who  is  the  gentleman  who 
is  so  fortunate  as  to  nave  your  services  as  a  mes- 
senger 1" 

"  My  friend  Mr.  Hayston  of  Bucklaw,"  an.^wered 
Craigengelt,  with  conscious  importance,  and  that 
confidence  which  the  acknowledged  courage  of  his 
principal  inspired,  "who  conceives  himself  to  have 
been  treated  bv  you  with  something  much  short  of 
the  respect  wnich  he  had  reason  to  demand,  and 
therefore  is  resolved  to  exact  satisfaction.  I  bring 
with  me,"  said  he,  taking  a  piece  of  paper  out  of  his 
pocket,  "  the  precise'  length  of  his  sword ;  and  he  re- 
quests you  will  meet  him,  accompanied  by  k  friend, 
and  equally  armed,  at  any  place  within  a  mile  of  the 
castle,  when  I  shall  give  attendance  as  umpire,  or 
second,  on  his  behoof. 

"  Satisfaction— and  equal  arms !"  repeated  Ravens- 
wood,  who,  the  reader  will  recollect,  had  no  reason 
to  siqiposo  he  had  given  the  slightest  oflence  to  his 
late  inmate— "upon  my  word.  Captain  Craigengelt, 
cither  you  have  invented  the  most  improbable  false- 
hood that  ever  came  into  the  mind  of  such  a  person, 
or  your  morning-draught  has  been  somewhat  of  the 
strongest  What  could  pursuade  Bucklaw  to  send 
me  such  a  message  1" 

"  For  that,  sir,  repUcd  Craigengelt,  "I  am  desired 
to  refer  you  to  what,  in  duty  to  niy  friencL  I  am  to 
term  your  inhospitality  in  excluding  him  from  your 
house,  without  reasons  assigned." 

"It  is  inipossible,"  repliea  the  Master ;  "  he  cannot 
be  such  a  iool  as  to  interpret  actual  necessity  as  an 
insult.  Nor  do  I  believe,  that,  knowing  my  opinion 
of  you.  Captain,  he  would  have  employed  the  ser- 
vices of  so  slight  and  inconsiderable  a  person  as 
yourself  upon  such  an  errand,  as  I  certainly  could 
expect  no  man  of  honour  to  act  with  you  in  the  office 
of  umpire." 

"I  slight  and  inconsiderable!"  said  Craigengelt, 
nising  his  voices  and  laying  his  hand  on  his  cutlass ; 
"  if  it  were  not  that  the  quarrel  of  mv  friend  craves  the 
precedence,  and  is  in  dependence  before  my  own,  I 
would  give  you  to  understand" 

"  I  can  understand  nothmg  upon  your  explanation. 
Captain  Craigengelt  Be  satisfied  of  that,  and  oblige 
me  with  your  departure." 

"  D n  I"  muttered  the  bully ;  "  and  is  this  the 

answer  which  I  am  to  carry  back  to  an  honourable 
message  T' 

"  Tell  the  Laird  of  Buchdaw,"  answered  Ravens- 
wood,  "  if  you  are  really  sent  by  him,  that  when  he 
sends  me  ms  cause  of  gnevance  by  a  person  fitting  to 
carry  such  an  errancTbetwixt  him  and  me,  I  will 
either  explain  it  or  maintain  it." 

"  Then,  Master,  you  will  at  least  cause  to  be  re- 
turned to  Hayston,  by  my  hands,  his  property  which 
^6  reinaining  in  your  possession." 

"  Whatever  property  Bucklaw  may  have  left  behind 


him,  sir,"  replied  the  Master,  ^' shall  be  returned  t^ 
him  by  my  servant,  as  you  do  not  show  me  any  cre- 
dentials from  him  which  entitle  jrou  to  receive  it." 

"Well,  Master,"  said  Captain  Craigengelt,  with 
mahce  which  even  his  fear  of  the  consequences  cooM 
not  suppress,—"  you  have  this  morning  done  me  an 
egregious  wrong  and  dishonour^  but  far  more  to  your- 
self A  castle  indeed !"  hecontmued,  looking  around 
him ;  "why,  this  is  worse  than  a  coupe-gorge  house, 
where  they  receive  trayellers  to  plunder  mem  of  their 
property." 

"  You  insolent  rascal,"  said  the  Master,  raising  hi^ 
cane,  and  making  a  ^rasp  at  the  Captain's  bridle,  "  if 
you  do  not  depart  without  uttering  another  syllable,  1 
will  batoon  you  to  death !" 

At  the  motion  of  the  Master  towards  him  jhe  bully 
turned  so  rapidly  around,  that  with  some  difficulty  he 
escaped  throwing  down  his  horse,  whose  hoofs  struck 
fire  from  the  rocky  pavement  in  every  direction.  Re- 
covering him,  however,  with  the  bridle,  he  pu^ed  for 
the  gate^  and  rode  sharply  back  again  m  the  direction 
of  the  village. 

As  Ravenswood  turned  round  to  leave  the  court- 
yard after  this  dialogue,  he  foimd  that  the  Lord 
Keeper  had  descended  from  the  hall,  and  witnessed, 
though  at  the  distance  prescribed  by  politeness,  his 
interview  with  Craigengelt. 

"  I  have  seen,"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  "  that  gentle- 
man's face,  and:  at  no  great  distance  of  time— his  name 
is  Craig— Craifi^7-spmething,  is  it  not?" 

"  Craigengelt  is  the  fellow's  name,"  said  the  Mas- 
ter, "  at  least  that  by  which  he  nasses  at  present." 

"  Craig-in-guilt."  said  Caleb,  i)unning  upon  the 
word  craigy  which  in  Scotch  signifies  throat;  "if  hf 
is  Craig-ih-guilt  just  now,  he  is  as  likely  to  be  Craix- 
in-perifasony  chield  I  ever  saw— the  loon  has  woooie 
written  on  his  very  visnomy,  and  I  wad  vrngcr  twa 
and  a  plack  that  hemp  plaits  his  cravat  vet." 

"  You  understand  physiognomy,  good  Mr.  Caleb,'' 
said  the  Keeper,  smiling;  *u  assure  you  the  gentle- 
man has  been  near  such  a  consummation  before  now 
—for  I  most  distinctly  recollect,  that,  upon  occasion 
of  a  journey  which  I  made  about  a  fortnight  ago  to 
Edinburgh,  I  saw  Mr.  Craigengelt,  or  whatever  is  his 
name,  undergo  a  severe  examinatwn  before  the  Privy 
Council." 

"  Upon  what  account  T  said  the  Master  of  Ravens- 
wood, with  some  interest. 

The  question  led  immediately  to  a  tale  which  the 
Lord  Kfeeper  hnd  been  very  anxi<H2s  to  introduce, 
when  he  could  find  a  graceful  and  fitting  opportunit? . 
He  took  hold  of  the  Master's  arm,  and  Ted  him  back 
towards  the  hall.  "The  answer  to  your  question," 
he  said,  "  though  it  is  a  ridiculous  business,  is  only  fit 
for  your  own  ear." 

As  they  entered  the  hall,  he  again  took  the  Master 
apart  into  one  of  the  recesses  of  the  window,  where 
it  will  be  easily  believed  that  Miss  Ash  ton  did  not  ven- 
ture again  to  intrude  upon  their  conference. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

Here  18  a  Ihther  now, 
Will  truck  hif  dauftiter  fbr  a  foreisQ  venture. 
Make  her  the  itopgap  to  eoine  oeuker'd  teua. 
Or  fling  her  o'er,  like  Jonah,  to  tlie  fiahes. 
To  appease  the  aea  at  Iiiihest 

Anonjfuina. 

The  Lord  Keeper  opened  his  discourse  with  an 
appearance  of  unconcern,  marking,  however,  vers' 
carefully,  the  efiect  of  his  communication  upon  younjt 
Ravenswood. 

"You  are  aware,"  he  said,  "  my  young  friend^  that 
suspicion  is  the  natural  vice  of  our  unaetded  time^ 
ana  exposes  the  best  and  wisest  of  us  to  the  imposi- 
tion of  artful  rascals.  If  I  had  been  disposed  to  Its- 
ten  to  such  the  other  day,  or  even  if  I  had  been  the 
wily  poUtician  which  you  have  been  taught  to  beiievr 
me,  TOU,  Master  of  Ravenswood,  instead  of  being  ai 
freedom,  imd  with  full  liberty  to  solicit  and  a<i 
against  me  as  you  please,  in  defence  of  what  yon 
suppose  to  be  your  rights,  would  have  been  in  tlie 
Castle  of  Edinburgh,  or  some  other  state  prison ;  or. 
if  you  had  escaped  that  destiny,  it  must  have  been  hv 
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Aiglit  to  a  foreign  oountiy,  and  at  the  ruk  of  a  sen- 
iBDoe  of  fogitation.'' 

"My  Lord  Keeper,"  said  the  Master,  "I  think  yoa 
wookfoot  jest  on  sudi  a  subject— yet  it  seems  im- 
poHible  you  can  be  in  earnest'' 

"Innocence,"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  "  is  also  con- 
£dent,  and  sometimes,  thou^  veiy  excnsably,  prs- 
smnptuousiy  so." 

"1  do  not  anderstand,"  said  fiavenswood,  "how  a 
coneciousness  of  innocence  can  be,  in  any  case,  ac- 
couDted  pTQSumptnous." 

"Impnidait,  at  least,  it  may  be  called,"  said  Sir 
HTJliam  Ashion,  "  since  it  is  apt  to  lead  ns  into  the 
mistake  oS  supposing  that  snAiciendy  evident  to 
others,  of  whiciL  in  fact,  we  are  only  conscious  oor- 
selves.  I  have  known  a  rogue,  for  this  very  reason, 
make  a  betttf  defence  than  an  innocent  man  coula 
have  done  in  the  same  circumstance  of  suspicion. 
Having  no  consdoosness  of  innocence  to  simport 
ham,  each  a  £ellow  apphes  himself  to  all  the  advan- 
tages which  the  law  will  afibrd  him,  and  sometimes 
Ofhis  counsel  be  men  of  talents)  succeeds  in  com- 
pdhng  his  judges  to  receive  him  as  innocent  I 
remember  the  celebrated  case  of  Sir  Coolie  Condid- 
dle,  of  Condiddle,  who  was  tried  for  theft  under  trust, 
of  which  all  the  world  knew  him  ginlty,  and  yet  was 
not  only  acquitted,  but  lived  to  sit  in  judgment  on 
hoaester  folk." 

"Allow  me  to  beg  you  will  return  to  the  point," 
said  the  Master;  "you  seemed  to  say  that  I  had 
au&red  imd^  some  suspicion." 

''Smpicion,  Master?— ay,  truly— and  I  can  show 
yoD  the  proou  of  it ;  if  I  happen  only  to  have  them 
»Tth  me.— Here,  Loddiard"— His  attendant  came— 
"Fetch  me  the  little  private  mail  with  the  pad- 
locks,  that  I  recommended  to  yotn-  partiodar  charge 
-d'vehear?" 

**Ve8,  m)r  lord."  Lockhard  vanished,  and  the 
Kener  continued,  as  if  half  speaking  to  himself 

"I  think  the  papers  are  with  me— I  tliink  so,  for 
as  I  was  to  be  in  this  country,  it  was  natural  for  me 
10  Iving  them  with  me.  I  nave  them,  however,  at 
Ramoswood  Castle,  that  I  am  sore  of—ao  perhaps 

you  mig^t  condescend" 

Here  Lockhard  entered,  and  put  the  leathern  scru- 
toire,  or  mail-box,  into  his  hands.  The  Keeper  pro- 
dnced  one  or  two  papers,  respecting  the  information 
laid  befvre  the  Privy  Council  concerning  the  riot,  as 
it  was  termed,  at  the  funeral  of  Allan  Lord  Ravens- 
wood,  and  the  active  share  he  had  himself  taken  in 
Qoanittg  the  proceedings  against  the  Master.  These 
documents  had  been  select^  with  care,  so  as  to  irri- 
tate the  natural  curioaty  of  Ravenswood  upon  such 
a  nbject,  without  gratifying  it,  yet  to  show  that  Sir 
WilHam  Ashton  had  acted  upon  that  trjring  occasion 
the  part  of  an  advocate  and  peacemaker  betwixt  hhn 
and  the  jealom  authorities  of  the  dav.  Havkig  fur- 
lushed  ms  host  with  such  subjects  for  examination, 
the  Lord  Keeper  went  lo  the  break^ist-table,  and 
entered  into  u^it  conversation,  addressed  partly  to 
old  Caleb,  whose  resentment  against  the  usurper  of 
^  Casde  of  Ravenswood  began  to  be  softened  by 
his  familiarity,  and  partly  to  his  daughter. 

After  perasmg  these  pi^>er8,  the  Master  of  Ravens- 
^'ood  mnained  for  a  mmute  or  two  with  his  hand 
preusd  i^ainst  his  brow,  in  deep  and  profound  medi- 
tatua.  He  then  again  ran  his  eye  hastily  over  the 
papCTS,  as  if  deeirous  of  discovenng  in  thein  some 
deep  iwrpose,  or  some  mark  of  fabrication,  which  had 
ped  mm  at  first  pemsal.  Apparently  the  second 
confirmed  the  opinion  which  had  pressed 
npoD  turn  at  the  first,  for  he  started  from  the  stone 
bench  on  which  he  was  sitting,  and,  going  to  the 
Lord  Keeper,  took  his  hand,  and.  strongly  pressing 
it,  asked  nts  pardon  repeatedly  for  the  mjustice  he 
had  done  him,  when  it  appeared  he  was  experiencing, 
at  his  hands,  the  benefit  of  protectbn  to  his  person, 
and  vindication  to  his  character. 

The  statesman  received  these  acknowledgments  at 
fhvt  with  well-feigned  snrprise,  and  then  with  an 
aiS^ctation  of  frank  cordiaUty.  The  tears  began 
already  to  start  from  Lucy's  blue  ^es  at  viewmg 
this  unexpected  and  moving  scene.  To  see  the  Mas- 
ter, late  so  haughty  and  reserved,  and  whom  she  had 
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alwa3r8  supposed  the  injured  person,  supplicating  her 
father  for  forgiveness,  was  a  chadDge  at  once  sur- 
prising, flattenng,  and  affecting. 

"  Dry  your  eyes,  Lucy,"  said  her  father :  "  why 
should  you  weep,  because  your  father,  though  a  law- 
yer, is  discovered  to  be  a  fair  and  honourable  man  ?— 
What  have  you  to  thank  me  for,  ray  dear  Master," 
he  continued,  addresmng  Ravenswood,  "that  yoa 
would  not  have  done  in  my  case?  * Suum  cuicue 
tribuito,  was  the  Roman  justice,  and  I  learned  it 
when  I  studied  Justinian.  Besides,  have  you  not 
overpaid  me  a  thousand  times,  in  saving  the  life  of 
this  dear  child  ?" 

"Yes,"  answered  the  Master,  in  all  the  remorse  of 
self-accusation ;  ".but  the  little  service  /did  was  an 
act  of  mere  bmtal  mstinct ;  yow  defence  of  my  cause, 
when  you  know  how  ill  I  thought  of  you,  and  how 
much  I  was  disposed  to  be  your  enemy,  was  an  act 
of  generous,  manly,  and  considerate  wisdom." 

''  Pshaw !"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  "  each  of  us  acted 
in  his  own  way;  yon  as  a  gsUlant  soldier,  I  as  an 
upright  judge  and  privy-councillor.  We  could  not, 
perhaps,  have  changed  parts— at  least  I  should  have 
made  a  very  sorry  Tauridor^  and  you,  my  good 
Master,  though  your  cause  is  so  excellent,  might 
have  pleaded  it  perhaps  worse  yourself,  than  I  who 
acted  for  you  before  the  council." 

"My  generous  friend!"  said  Ravenswood ;— and 
with  that  brief  word,  which  the  Keeper  had  often 
lavished  upon  him,  but  which  he  himself  now  pro- 
nounced for  the  first  time,  he  gave  to  his  feudal  enemy 
the  full  confidence  of  a  haughty  but  honourabte 
heart  The  Master  had  been  remarked  among  his 
contemporaries  for  sense  and  acutencsa.  as  well  as 
for  his  reserved,  pertinacious,  and  irascible  character. 
His  prepossessions  accordingly,  however  obstinate^ 
were  of  a  nature  to  give  way  before  love  and  grati- 
tude ;  and  the  real  charms  of  the  daughter,  joined  to 
the  supposed  services  of  the  father,  cancelled  in  his 
memory  the  vows  of  vengeance  which  he  had  taken 
so  deeply  on  the  eve  ot  his  father's  fimeral.  But 
they  had  been  heard  and  registered  in  the  book  of 
fate. 

Caleb  was  present  at  this  extraordinary  scene,  and 
he  coiUd  conceive  no  other  reason  for  a  proofing  so 
extraordinary  than  an  alliance  betwixt  the  houses, 
and  Ravenswood  Castle  assinied  for  the  young  lady's 
dowry.  As  for  Lucy,  when  Ravenswood  uttered  the 
most  passionate  excuses  for  his  ungrateful  negligentSe, 
she  could  but  smile  through  her  tears,  aiia,  as  she 
abandoned  her  hand  to  him,  assure  him,  in  broken 
accents,  of  the  delight  with  which  she  beheld  the 
complete  recondliauon  between  her  father  and  her 
deliverer.  Even  the  statesman  was  moved  and  af- 
fected by  the  fiery,  unreserved,  and  generous  self- 
abandonment  with  which  the  Master  of  Ravenswood 
renounced  his  feudal  enmity,  and  threw  himself  with- 
out hesitation  upon  his  foi^veness.  His  eyes  glis- 
tened as  he  looked  upon  a  couple  who  were  obviously 
becoming  attached,  and  who  seemed  made  for  each 
other.  He  thought  how  high  tlie  proud  and  chival- 
rous character  oiRavenswood  might  rise  under  many 
circumstances,  in  which  he  found  himwlf  "over- 
crowed," to  use  a  phrase  of  Spenser,  and  kept  under, 
by  his  brief  pedigree,  and  timidity  of  disposition. 
Then  his  daughtei^— his  favourite  child— his  constant 
playmate— seemed  formed  to  Hve  happy  in  a  union 
witli  such  a  commanding  epiiit  as  Ravenswood ;  and 
even  the  fine,  dehcate,  fragile  form  of  Lucy  Ashton 
seemed  to  require  the  support  o(  the  Master's  muscu- 
lar strength  and  masculine  character.  And  it  was 
not  merely  during  a  few  minutes  that  Sir  William 
Ashton  looked  upon  their  marriage  as  a  probable  and 
even  desirable  event,  for  a  full  hour  intervened  ere  his 
imagination  was  crossed  by  recollection  of  the  Mas- 
ter's poverty,  and  the  sure  displeasure  of  Lady  Ash- 
ton. It  is  certain,  that  the  very  unusual  now  of 
kindly  feeling  with  which  the  Lord  Keeper  had  been 
thus  suiprisea,  was  one  of  the  circumstances  which 
gave  much  tacit  encouragement  to  the  attachment 
between  the  Master  and  his  daughter,  and  led  both 
the  lovere  distinctly  to  believe  that  it  was  a  con- 
nexion which  would  be  most  agreeable  to  him.  He 
himself  was  supposed  to  have  admitted  this  in  effect, 
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when,  long  after  the  catastrophe  of  their  love,  he 
uised  to  warn  hi»  hearera  against  permitting  their 
feelings  to  obtain  an  ascendency  over  theur  judgment, 
and  affirm,  that  the  greatest  misforttme  of  his  ufe 
was  owing  to  a  very  temporary  predommance  of 
sensibility  over  self-interest  It  must  be  ownecL  if 
such  was  the  case,  he  was  long  and  severely  punished 
for  an  offence  of  very  brief  duration. 

After  some  pause,  the  Lord. Keeper  r^umed  the 
conversation.— "  In  your  surprise  at  finding  me  an 
honester  man  than  you  expected,  you  have  lost  your 
curiosity  about  this  Craigengelt,  .my  good  Master; 
and  yet  your  name  was  brought  in,  m  the  course  of 
that  matter  too."  ,    „ 

"The  scoundrel!"  said  Ravenswood;  "my  con- 
nejtion  with  him  was  of  the  most  temporary  nature 
possible;  and  yet  I  was  very  foolish  to  hold  any 
communication  with  him  at  all.— What  did  he  say  of 

me?"  ..  .      , 

"  Enough,"  said  the  Keeper,  to  excite  the  very 
loyal  terrors  of  some  of  our  sages,  who  are  for  pro- 
ceeding against  men  on  the  mere  grounds  of  suspicion 
or  mercenary  information. — Some  nonsense  about 
your  proposing  to  enter  into  the  service  of  France,  or 
of  the  Pretender,  I  don't  recollect  whichj  but  which 

the  Marquis  of  A ,  one  of  your  best  niends,  and 

another  person,  whom  some  call  one  of  your  worst 
and  most  interested  enemies,  could  not,  somehow,  be 
brought  to  listen  to." 

"  I  am  obliged  to  my  honourable  friend— and  yet" 

shaking  the  Lord  Keeper's  hand—"  and  yet  I  am 
still  more  obliged  to  my  honourable  enemy." 

"  Jnimicus  amicUsimus^*  said,  the  Lord  Keeper, 
returning  the  pressure:  "but  this  gentleman— this 
Mr.  Hayston  of  Bucklaw— I  am  afraid .  the  poor 
young  man— I  heard  the  fellow  mention  his  name- 
is  under  very  bad  guidance." 

"  He  is  Old  enough  to  govern  himselii"  answered 
the  Master.  ..  . 

"  Old  enough,  perhaps,  but  scarce  wise  enough,  if 
he  has  chosen  this  fellow  for  his  .yWits  Achates.  Why, 
he  lodged  an  information  against  him— that  is,  such 
a  consequence  might  have  ensued  from  his  examina- 
tion, had  wo  not  looked  rather  at  the  character  of 
the  witness  than  the  tenor  of  his  evidence." 

"  Mr.  Hayston  of  Bucklaw,"  said  the  Master,  "is, 
I  believe,  a  most  honourable  man.  and  capable  of 
nothing  that  is  mean  or  disgraceful. 

"  Capable  of  much  that  is  unreasonable,  though ; 
that  you  must  needs  allow.  Master.  Death  will,  soon 
put  him  in  possesnon  of  a  fair  estate,  if  he  hath  it  not 
already ;  old  Lady  Oimington— an  excellent  person, 
excepting  that  her  inveterate  ill-nature  rendered  her 
intolerable  to  the  whole  world^a  probably  dead  by 
this  time.  Six  heirs  portioners  have  successively 
died  to  make  her  wealthy.  I  know  the  estates  well ; 
they  march*  with  my  own— a  noble  property." 

I  am  glad  of  it,"  said  Ravenswood,  "  and  should 
be  more  so,  were  I  confident  that  Bucklaw  would 
change  his  company  and  habits  with  his  fortunes. 
This  aopearance  of  Craigengelt,  acting  in  the  capa- 
city of  nis  friend,  is  a  most  vile  augury  for  his  fiiture 
respectability." 

"He  is  a  bird  of  evil  omen,  to  be  sure,"  said  the 
Keeper,  "  and  croaks  of  jail  and  gallows-tree.- But  I 
see  Mr.  Caleb  grows  impatient  for  our  return  to  break- 
fast." 
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Sir,  stay  at  home  and  taka  an  old  man's  coiumI  ; 
Seek  not  to  ba«k  you  bf  a  stranger't  hearth ; 
Our  own  blue  smoke  is  wanner  than  their  fire. 
Domestic  food  in  wholesome,  Uioufh  'tis  homely, 
And  foreign  dainties  poisonoas,  thotifh  tastefUl. 

TheFraehOmrtUMn. 

The  Master  of  Ravenswood  took  an  opportunity  to 
leave  his  guests  to  prepare  for  their  departure,  while 
he  himself  made  the  brief  arrangements  necessary 
previous  to  his  absence  from  Wolfs  Crag  for  a  day 
or  two.  It  was  necessary  to  communicate  with  Ca- 
leb on  this  occasion,  and  he  found  that  faithful.servi- 
tor  in  his  sooty  and  ruinous  den,  greatly  delighted 

*  I  9.  They  are  bounded  by  my  own. 


with  the  departure  of  their  visiters,  and  comimtiiig 
how  long,  with  good  management  the  provisions 
which  had  been  unexpended  might  nimish  forth  the 
Master's  table.  "  He  s  nae  belly  god.  that's  ae  bless- 
ing; and  BuckUw's  gane,  that  could  have  eaten  a 
horse  behind  the  saddle.  Cresses  or  water-purpie, 
and  a  bit  ait-cake,  can  serve  the  Master  for  breakiast 
as  weel  as  Caleb.  Then  for  dinner— there's  no  muckle 
left  on  the  spule-bane:  it  will  brander,  though— it 
will  brander  •  very  weel." 

His  triumphant  calculations  were  interrupted  by 
the  Master,  who  communicated  to  him,  not  without 
some  hesitation,  his  purpose  to  ride  with  the  Lord 
Keeper  as  far  as  Ravenswood  Castle,  and  to  ramain 
there  for  a  day  or  two. 

"The  mercy  of  Heaven  forbid  I"  said  the  old  serv- 
ing-man, turning  as  pale  as  the  table-cloth  which  he 
was  folding  up. 

"And  why,  Caleb T'  said  his  master,  "why  should 
the  mercy  of  Heaven  forbid  my  returning  the  Lord 
ICecDei  s  visit  1 

"Oh,  sirl"  repUed  Caleb-"0  Mr.  Edgar!  I  am 
your  servant,  ana  it  ill  becomes  me  to  speak— but  I 
am  an  auld  servant— have  served  baith  your  father 
and  gudesire,  and  mind  to  have  seen  Lord  Randal, 
your  great-grendfiither— but  that  was  when  I  was  a 
bairn?' 

"  And  what  of  all  this,  Balderstone  T  said  the  Mas- 
ter; "what  can  it  possibly  have  to  do  with  my  pay- 
ing some  ordinary  civility  to  a  neighbour  1" 

^'O  Mr.  Edgar,— that  is,  my  lord!"  answered  the 
butler,  "your  ain  conscien^^c  tells  you  it  isna  for  your 
fathers  son  to  be  neighbourinj»  wi^  the  like  o'  him— it 
isna  for  the  credit  of  tlie  family.  An  he  were  ance 
come  to  terms,  and  to  gin  ye  back  your  ain,  e'oi 
thiHigh  ye  suld  honour  his  house  wi'  your  alfiance,  I 
Buldna  say  nii— for  the  young  leddy  b  a  winsome 
sweet  creature — Hut  keep  your  ain  state  wi'  them— I 
ken  the  race  o'  them  weel— they  will  think  the  mair 
o'  ve." 

Why,  now,  you  go  farther  than  I  do,  Caleb,".8atd 
the  Master,  drowning  a  certain  d^ree  of.  conscious- 
ness in  a  forced  laugh :  "  you  are  for  marrying  me  into 
a  family  that  you  will  not  allow  me  to  visit— how's 
this  ?— and  you  look  as  pale  as  death  besides." 

" O,  sin"  repeated  Caleb  again,  "you  would  but 
lau^  if  1  tauld  it ;  but  Thomas  the  Rhymer,  whose 
tongue  couldna  be  fause,  spoke  the  word  of  your 
house  that  will  e'en  prove  ower  true  if  you  go  to  Ra- 
venswood this  day— O,  that  it  should  e  er  have  been 
fulfilled  in  my  time !" 

"And  what  is  it,  Caleb  T'  said  Ravenswood,  wish- 
ing to  soothe  the  tears  of  his  old  servant 

Caleb  repUed,  "  he  had  never  repeated  the  lines  to 
hving  mortal— thev  were  told  to  him  by  an  auld  priest 
that  had  been  confessor  to  Lord  Allan's  father  when 
the  family  were  catholic  But  mony  a  timd,"  he  said, 
"  I  hae  soughed  the  dark  words  ower  to  mysell,  and. 
well-a-dayl  httle  did  I  think  of  their  coming  round 
this  day."^ 

"  Truce  with  your  nonsense,  and  let  me  hear  the 
doggerel  which  nas  put  it  into  your  head,"  said  the 
Master,  impatiently. 

With  a  quivering  voice,  and  a  cheek  pale  with  ap- 
prehension, Caleb  faltered  out  the  following  hnes  :— 

"  When  the  last  Laird  of  Rarenswood  to  Ravenswood 

shall  riiio, 
And  woo  a  dead  maid'U)  to  bo  his  bride, 
Re  shall  stable  his  steed  in  the  Kelpie's  flow, 
And  his  name  shall  bo  lost  for  evermoe  I" 

"I  know  the  Kelpie's  flow  well  enough,"  said  the 
Master;  "I  suppose,  at  least^ou  mean  the  quick- 
sand betwixt  this  tower  and  Wolf's  hope:  but  why 
any  man  in  his  senses  should  stable  his  steed  there" — 
.  O  never  speer  ony  thing  about  that,  air— God  for- 
bid we  should  ken  what  the  prophecy  means— but 
just  bide  you  at  hame,  and  let  the  strangers  nde  to 
Ravenswood  by  themselves.  We  have  done  enough 
for  them ;  and  to  do  mair,  would  be  mair  against  the 
credit  of  the  family  than  m  its  favour." 

"  Well^  Caleb,",  said  the  Master.  "I  give  you  the 
best  possible  credit  for  your  good  advice  on  this  occa- 
8k>n :  but  as  I  do  not  go  to  Ravenswood  to  seek  a 
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bride^  dead  or  alire,  I  hope  I  shall  choose  a  better 
stable  for  my  horse  than  the  Kelpie's  <|uickBand,  and 
e^edallf  as  I  have  always  had  a  particular  dread  of 
it  flinoe  the  patrol  of  dragoons  were  lost  there  ten 
years  since.  My  fother  and  I  saw  them  from  the 
tower  stnigghni;  against  the  advancing  tide,  and  they 
WBTB  lost  long  before  any  help  could  reach  them." 

"And  they  deserved  it  weel,  the  southern  loons  f 
nid  Caleb:  "what  had  they  ado  capering  on  our 
sands,  and  nindeiing  a  wheen  honest  rolk  frae  bring- 
ing on  shore  a  drap  brand v  7  I  hae  seen  them  that 
bosy^  that  I  wad  hae  firea  the  auld  culverin,  or  the 
defmnker  that's  on  the  south  bartizan  at  them,  only 
I  was  feared  they  might  burst  in  the  gan^g  an." 

Caleb's  brain  was  now  fiilly  engaged  with  abuse  of 
the  Enghah  soldi^and  excisemen,  so  that  his  master 
found,  no  great  difficulty  in  escaping  from  him  and 
rejoining  his  guests.  All  was  now  ready  for  their 
departure;  and  one  of  the  Lord  Keepers  grooms 
having  saddled  the  Master's  steed,  they  mounted  in 
the  comt-yard. 

Caleb  had,  with  nrach  toil  opened  the  double  doors 
of  the  outward  gate,  and  thereat  stationed  himself 
endeavouring,  by  the  reverential,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  consequential  air  which  he  assumed,  to  supply, 
hf  His  own  gaunt  wasted,  and  thin  person,  the 
abamce  of  a  whole  baronial  establishment  of  porters, 
vinim,  and  liveried  menials. 

The  Keeper  returned  his  deep  reverence  with  a  cor- 
dial fitfewell,  stooping  at  the  same  time  from  his 
borae,  and  sliding  mto  the  butler's  hand  the  remune- 
latioo^  whisdi  in  those  days  was  always  given  by  a 
departmg  giueat  to  the  domestics  of  the  family  where 
be  had  Deen  entertained  Lucv  smiled  on  the  old 
man  with  her  usual  sweetness,  bade  him  adieu,  and 
deposted  her  guerdon  with  a  grace  of  action,  and  a 
g^tleness  of  accent  which  could  not  have  failed  to 
have  won  the  feithful  retainer's  heart,  but  for  Thomas 
the  Rhymer,  and  the  successful  lawsuit  against  his 
master.  As  it  was,  he  might  have  adopted  the  lan- 
fnn^e  of  the  Duke,  m  As  you  LUce  U— 

*'  Thott  wooldst  have  better  pleued  me  with  this  deed, 
If  tiKM  badit  told  me  of  another  Ikther." 

Ravenswood  was  at  the  lady's  bridle-rein,  encou- 
raging her  timidity,  and  guiding  her  horse  carefully 
down  the  rocky  path  which  led  to  the  moor,  when 
one  of  die  servants  announced  from  the  rear  that 
Caleb  was  calling  loudly  after  them,  desirins  to  speak 
with  his  master.  Ravenswood  felt  it  would  look  sin- 
gular to  neglect  this  summons,  althou^  inwardly 
cursing  Cai^  for  his  impertinent  omeiousness; 
therefore  he  was  eorapelled  to  relinquish  to  Mr.  Lock- 
hard  the  agreeable  duty  in  which  he  was  engaged, 
and  to  ndeba^  to  the  gate  of  the  court-yard.  Here 
be  was  bediming,  somewhat  peevishly,  to  ask  Caleb 
the  caose  of  his  clamour,  when  the  good  old  man 
ezdaimed,  ** Whisht,  sir!  whisht,  ana  let  me  speak 
lost  ae  wora  that  I  couldna  say  afore  folk— there"— 
\putting  into  his  lord's  hand  the  money  he  had  just 
reottved>— "  there's  three  gowd  pieces— and  ye'll  want 
affler  i^wy  yonder— But  stay,  whisht  now  I"— for  the 
yUkBtet  was  beginning  to  exclaim  against  this  trans- 
fereoee — **  never  say  a  word,  but  hist  see  to  get  them 
fhanged  in  the  first  town  ye  ride  through,  for  they  are 
bran  new  frae  the  mint,  and  kenspeckle  a  wee  bit." 

**Taa  forget,  Caleb,'^  aaid  his  master,  striving  to 
force  back  &  money  on  his  servant,  and  extncate 
the  bridle  from  his  hold—"  You  forget,  that  I  have 
some  gold  pikoes  left  of  my  own.  Keep  these  to 
youradf^  my  old  friend ;  and,  once  more,  good  day  to 
you.  I  assure  yon  I  have  plenty.  You  know  you  have 
rosioaged  that  our  living  should  cost  us  httle  or 
noduDg." 

"  Aweel,"  said  Caleb, "  these  will  serve  for  you  ano- 
tha  tinoe;  but  see  ye  hae  eneug^  for,  doubtless,  for 
the  credit  of  the  fomily,  there  maim  be  some  dvihty 
to  the  servants,  and  ye  maun  hae  something  to  mak 
a  show  with  when  they  say.  Master,  will  you  bet  a 
broad  piece?  Then  ye  maun  tak out  your  purse,  and 
aay,  I  carena  if  I  do ;  and  tak  care  no  to  agree  on  the 
arndes  ol  the  wager,  and  just  put  up  your  purse  again, 

and" — ^ 
"  Tfais  ia  mtolerable,  Caleb— I  really  must  be  ^one." 
"  And  yon  will  go,  thenf  said  Caleb,  loosemng  his 


hold  upon  the  Master's  cloak,  and  chan«dng  his  didac- 
tics into  a  pathetic  and  mournful  tone— ^  A^d  you  iri// 
go,  for  a'  1  have  told  you  about  the  prophecy,  and  the 
deiid  bride,  and  the  Kelpie's  quicksand  7— A  weel !  a 
wilful  man  maun  hae  his  way— he  that  will  to  Cupar 
maun  to  Cupar.   But  pity  of  your  life,  /air,  if  ye  be  fowl- 


the  Ravenswood  family  this  day,  as  I  wad  chap  the 
head  nff  a  sybo  !" 

The  old  butler  looked  long  after  his  master,  often 
clearing  away  the  dew  as  it  rose  to  his  eyes,  that  he 
might,  as  long  as  possible,  distinguish  his  stately 
form  from  those  of  the  other  hotsemen. ,  "Close  to 
her  bridle-rein— ay,  close  to  her  bridle-rein !— Wisely 
saitb  the  holy  man,  *  By  this  also  you  may  know  that 
woman  hath  dominion  over  all  men  *,'- and  without 
this  lass  would  not  our  ruin  have  been  a'thegither 
fulfiUed." 

With  a  heart  fraught  with  such  sad  auguries  did 
Caleb  return  to  his  necessary  duties  at  Wolf's  Crag, 
as  soon  as  he  could  no  longer  distinguish  the  object 
of  his  anxiety  among  the  groiqp  of  riders,  which 
diminished  in  the  distance. 

In  the  mean  time  the  party  pursued  their  route  joy- 
fully. Having  once  taken  his  resolution,  the  Master 
of  Ravenswood  was  not  of  a  character  to  hesitate  or 

Eause  upon  it.  He  abandoned  himself  to  the  pleasure 
e  felt  m  Miss  Ashton's  company,  and  displayed  an 
assiduous  gallantry,  which  approached  as  nearly  to 
gayety  as  the  temper  of  his  mind  and  state  of^his 
lamUy  permitted.  The  Lord  Keeper  was  much  struck 
with  his  depth  of  observation^  and  the  unusual  im- 
provement which  he  had  denved  from  his  studies. 
Of  these  accomplishments  Sir  William  Ashton's  pro- 
fession and  habits  of  society  rendered  him  an  excel- 
lent judge ;  and  he  well  knew  how  to  appreciate  a 
quality  to  which  he  himself  was  a  total  stranger,— the 
brief  and  decided  daimtlessness  of  the  Master  of 
BLavenswood's  disposition,  who  seemed  eoually  a 
stranger  to  doubt  and  to  fear.  In  his  heart  the  Lord 
Keeper  rejoiced  at  having  conciliated  an  adversary  so 
formidable,  while,  with  a  mixture  of  pleasure  and 
anxiety,  he  anticipated  the  great  things  his  young 
companion  mi^ht  achieve,  were  the  breath  of  court - 
favour  to  fill  his  sails. 

**  What  could  she  desire,"  he  thought,  his  mind  al- 
ways conjuring  up  opposition  in  the  person  of  Lady 
Asnton  to  his  now  prevaihng  wish—"  What  rouM  a 
woman  desire  in  a  match,  more  than  the  sopiting  of 
a  very  dangerous  claim,  and  the  alliance  of  a  son-in- 
law,  noble,  brave,  well-gifted,  and  highly  connected- 
sure  to  float  whenever  the  tide  sets  his  way— strong, 
exactly  where  we  are  weak,  in  pedigree  and  in  the 
temper  of  a  swordsman  7— Sure  no  reasonable  woman 
woidd  hesitate.— But,  alas !"— Here  his  argument  was 
stopped  by  the  consciousness  tliat  Lady  Ashton  was 
not  always  reasonable,  in  his  sense  of  the  word.  "To 
prefer  some  clownish  Merse  laird  to  the  gallant  young 
nobleman,  and  to  the  secure  possession  of  Ravens- 
wood upon  terms  of  easy  compromise— it  would  be 
the  act  of  a  mad- woman  1" 

Thus  pondered  the  veteran  pohtician,  tmtil  they 
reached  Bittlebrains'*  House,  where  it  had  been  pre- 
vioualy  settled  they  were  to  dine  and  repose  them- 
selves, and  prosecute  their  journey  in  the  afternoon. 

They  were  received  with  an  excess  of  hospitahty  ; 
and  the  most  marked  attention  was  offered  to  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  in  particular,  by  their  noble 
entertainers.'  The  truth  was,  that  Lord  Bittlebrains 
had  obtained  his  peerage  by  a  good  deal  of  plausibOity, 
an  art  of  building  up  a  character  for  wisdom  upon  a 
very  trite  style  of  commonplace  eloquence,  a  steady 
observation  of  the  changes  of  the  times,  and  the 
power  of  rendering  certain  poUtical  senaces  to  those 
who  coidd  best  reward  them.  His  lady  and  he  not 
feehng  quite  easy  under  their  new  honours,  to  which 
use  had  not  adapted  their  feehngs,  were  veiy  desirous 
to  procure  th^  fraternal  countenance  of  those  who 
were  bom  deiuxens  of  the  regions  intowhich  they  had 
been  exalted  from  a  lower  sphere.  The  extreme  at- 
tentkm  which  they  paid  to  the  Master  of  Rav^iswood, 
had  its  usual  eSect  in  exalting  his  importance  in  the 
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ejres  of  the  Lord  Keeper,  who,  although  he  had  a  rea- 
sonable degree  of  contempt  for  Lord  BittlebraiQa* 
general  parts,  entertained  a  high  opinion  of  the  acute- 
ness  of  bis  judgment  in  all  matters  of  self-interest 

"  I  wish  Lady  Ashton  had  seen  this,"  was  his  in- 
ternal reflection ;  '*  no  man  knows  so  well  as  Bittle- 
braina  on  which  side  his  bread  is  buttered ;  and  he 
fawns  on  the  Master  like  a  b^Egar'a  messan  on  a 
cook.  And  my  lady,  too,  bringing  forward  her  beetle- 
browed  misses  to  skirl  and  play  upon  the  virginals, 
as  if  she  said,  pick  and  choose.  They  are  no  more 
comparable  to  Lucy  thap  an  owl  is  to  a  cygnet,  and 
so  tney  may  carry  their  black  brows  to  a  farther 
market." 

The  entertainment  being  ended,  our  traTellers,  who 
had  still  to  measure  the  longest  part  of  their  journey, 
resumed  their  horses ;  and  alter  tho  Lord  Ke^r,  the 
Master,  and  the  domestics,  had  dnmk  doek-an-dor- 
rock,  or  the  stirrup-cup,  in  the  liquors  adapted  to  their 
various  ranks,  the  cavalcade  resumed  its  progress. 

It  was  dark  by  the  time  they  entered  the  avenue  of 
Ravenswood  Castle,  a  long  straight  line  leading  di- 
rectly to  the  front  of  the  house,  flanked  with  huge 
elm-trees,  which  sighed  to  the  night-virind,  as  if  they 
compassionated  the  heir  of  their  ancient  proprietors, 
who  now  returned  to  their  shades  in  the  soaety,  and 
almost  in  the  retinucL  of  their  new  master.  Some 
fisehngs  of  the  same  kind  oppressed  the  mind  of  the 
Master  himself.  He  gradually  became  silent,  and 
dfopped  a  little  behind  the  lady,  at  whose  bridle-rein 
he  bad  hitherto  waited  with  such  devotion.  He  well 
recollected  the  period,  when,  at  the  same  hour  in 
the  evening,  he  had  acconi{>anied  his  father,  as 
that  nobleman  left,  never  a^fain  to  retnm  to  it,  the 
mansion  from  which  he  derived  his  name  and  title. 
The  extensive  front  of  the  old  castle,  on  which  he  re- 
membered having  often  looked  back,  was  then  "as 
black  ns  mouramg  weed."  The  same  front  now 
^anced  with  manylights,  some  throwing  £»*  forward 
into  the  night  a  fixed  and  stationary  blaze^  and  others 
hurrying  from  one  window  to  another,  intunatiog  the 
bustle  and  busy  preparation  preceding  their  arrival, 
which  had  been  intimated  by  an  avant -courier.  The 
contrast  pressed  so  strongly  upon  the  Master's  heart, 
as  to  awaken  tome  of  the  sterner  feeiiagB  with  which 
he  bad  been  accustomed  to  regard  the  new  brd  of  his 
paternal  domain,  and  to  impress  his  countenance  with 
an  air  of  8e\'ere  gravity,  when,  alighted  from  his  horse, 
he  stood  in  the  ball  no  longer  his  own,  surrotuded  by 
the  numerous  meniala  of  its  present  owner. 

The  Lord  Keeper,  wh^  about  to  wdcome  him  with 
the  cordiality  which  their  late  intercourse  seemed  to 
render  p«>per,  became  aware  of  the  change,  refrained 
from  his  purpose,  and  only  intimated  the  ceremony  of 
receotion  by  a  deep  reverence  to  his  guest,  seeming 
thus  delicately  to  share  the  feeUng»  which  predom- 
nated  on  his  brow. 

^  Two  upper  domestics,  bearing  each  a  huge  pair  of 
silver  candlesticks,  now  marshalled  the  company  into 
a  large  saloon,  or  withdrawing  room,  where  new  al- 
terations impressed  upon  Ravenswoiod  the  superior 
wealth  of  the  present  inhabitants  of  the  castle.  The 
mouldering  tapestry,  which,  in  his  father's  time,  had 
half  covered  the  walls  of  this  stately  apartment,  and 
half  streamed  from  them  in  tatters,  had  given  place 
to  a  complete  finishing  of  wainscot,  the  cornice  of 
which,  as  well  as  the  frames  of  the  various  compart- 
ments, WeT«  ornamented  with  festoons  of  flowers 
and  with  birds,  which,  though  carved  in  oa^  seemed, 
such  was  the  art  of  the  chisel,  actually  to  swell  their 
throats,  and  flutter  their  wings.— Several  old  family 
portraits  of  armed  heroes  of  the  house  of  Ravenswoo<l^ 
together  with  a  suit  or  two  of  old  armour,  and  sotne 
military  weapons,  had  given  place  to  those  of  King 
Wilham  and  Queen  Mary,  of  Sir  Thomas  Hope  and 
Lord  Stair,  two  distinguished  Scottish  lawyers.  The 
pictures  of  the  Lord  Keeper's  fisther  and  mother  were 
also  to  be  seen ;  the  latter,  sour,  shrewish,  and  so- 
lemn, in  her  black  hood  and  close  pinners,  with  a  book 
of  devotion  in  her  hand ;  the  former,  exhibting  be- 
neath  a  black  silk  Geneva  cowl,  or  ikull-cap,  wnich 
Bate  as  close  to  the  head  as  if  it  had  been  shaven,  a 
pinched,  peevish,  puritanical  set  of  features,  terminat- 
mg  in  a  hungry,  reddish,  peaked  beard,  forming  on 


the  whole  a  countenanoe,  in  the  expression  of  which 
the  hypocrite  seemed  to  contend  with  the  miaer  aod 
the  knave.  And  it  is  to  make  room  for  such  acaze- 
crows  as  these,  thought  Ravenswood,  that  my  ances- 
tors  have  been  torn  down  from  the  walls  which  thev 
erected  I  He  looked  at  them  again,  and,  as  he  lookco, 
the  recollection  of  Lucy  Ashton  (tot  she  had  not  en- 
tered the  apartment  with  them)  seemed  less  Uvely  in 
his  imaginatioiL  There  were  also  two  or  three  Dutch 
drolleries,  as  the  pictures  of  Ostade  and  Teniers  were 
thea  termed,  with  one  good  painting  of  the  Italian 
school  There  was,  besides,  a  noble  tull-length  of  the 
Lord  K^er  ia  his  robes  of  office,  placed  beside  his 
lady  in  silk  and  ermine,  a  haughty  beauty,  bearing  in 
her  Looks  all  the  pride  of  thf  House  of  Douglas,  from 
which  she  was  descend^  The  painter,  notwith^ 
standing  his  skill,  overcome  by  the  reality,  or,  peHupa, 
from  a  suppressed  sense  of  humour,  had  not  been  able 
to  give  the  husband  on  the  caavass  that  air  of  aw&l 
rule  and  right  8t4>remacy,  which  indicates  the  friU 
possession  of  domestic  authority.  It  was  obvious,  at 
the  first  glance,  that,  despite  mace  and  gold.  fro^»  the 
Lord  .Keeper  was  somewhat  heupeck^  The  floor 
of  this  fine  saloon  was  laid  with  rich  carpets,  huga 
fires  blazed  in  the  double  chimneys,  and  ten  silver 
sconces,  reflecting  with  their  bright  plates  the  lights 
which  thsy  supported,  made  the  whole  seem  as  bnt- 
liant  as  day. 

*' Would  you  choose  any  refreshment,  Masttf?'* 
said  Sir  William  .ishton,  not  unwilfing  to  break  tk» 
awkward  silence. 

He  received  no  answer,  the  Master  being  ao  buailf 
engaged  in  marking  the  varioiis  changes  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  apartment,  that  he  hardly  heard  rho 
Lord  Keeper  address  him.  A  repetition  of  the  offer  of 
refreshment,  with  the  addition,  that  the  frunily  n:  -«1 
would  be  presently  ready,  compelled  his  attaation, 
and  reminded  him,  that  he  acted  a  wcnik,  perhaps  even 
a  ridiculous  part,  m  suffering  himself  to  be  overcome 
by  the  circuniatances  in  which  he  found  himselt  He 
compelled  himself,  therefore,  to  enter  inte  conver- 
sation with  Sir  William  Ashton,  with  aa  much  ap- 
pearance of  indifference  as  he  ooiud  well  cemmand. 

"  You  will  not  be  surprised.  Sir  William,  that  I  ara 
interested  in  the  changes  you  have  made  for  the  better 
in  this  apartn^ent  In  my  father's  time,  a(ier  our 
misfortunes  compelled  him  to  live  in  redreBient,  it 
was  httle  used,  except  by  me  as  a  play-room,  when 
the  weather  would  not  permit  me  to  go  abroad.  Id 
that  recess  was  my  httle  workshop,  where  I  treasured 
the  few  carpenter's  tools  which  old  Caleb  procured  fer 
me,  and  taught  me  how  to  use — tbeni  in  yonder  coma^ 
under  that  handsome  silver  sconce.  I  kept  ray  fishing- 
rods,  and  hunting  poles,  bows,  and  arrows.'' 

*'  1  have  a  yoong  biriue,"  said  the  Lord  Keeoer. 
wimng  to  change  the  tone  of  the  conversation,  of 
much  the  same  turn— He  is  never  happy,  save  when 
he  is  in  the  field— I  wonder  he  is  not  nera—Heret 
Lockhaid-^send  WiUiara  Shaw  for  Mr.  Heiiry--I 
suppose  he  is,  aa  usual,  tied  to  Lucy's  apron  string— 
that  foolish  girl.  Master,  draws  the  whole  family  after 
lier  at  her  pleasure." 

Even  this  allusion  to  his  daughter,  though  artfully 
thrown  <ntt,  did  not  recall  Ravenswood  fixnn  his  own 
topic. 

^' We  were  obhaed  to  leave."  heseid,  "some  armour 
and  portraits  in  thisapartment— may  I  ask  where  they 
have  been  removed  to?" 
^^  "Why,"  answered  the  Keeper,  with  same  heaitatioo, 

the  room  was  fitted  up  in  our  absence— and  c§dant 
arma  tof  ca,  is  the  maxim  of  lawyers,  yea  know— I 
am  afrud  it  has  been  here  somewhat  too  literally 
complied  with.  I  hope— I  believe  they  are  safe — I  am 
Mire  I  gave  orders— may  I  hope  that  when  they  are 
recovered,  and  put  in  proper  order,  you  Mrill  do  me  the 
honour  to  accept  them  at  my  hand,  as  an  atonement 
for  thetf  accidenul  derangement?" 

The  Master  of  Ravenswood  bowed  stifljy,  and^ 
with  UMded  arms,  again  resumed  his  survey  of  the 
room. 

Henry,  a  spoilt,  boy  of  fifteen,  burst  into  the  room, 
and  ran  up  to  his  father.  "Think  of  Lucy,  papa; 
she  haa  come  home  so  cross  and  so  fractious,  that 
she  will  not  go  down  to  the  stable  to  see  my  new 


Cba*.  XIX.)  THE  BRIDE  OF  LAHKERMOOR. 

DjT,  llut  Bob  WQbdii  broo^t  6om  du  Hull  of 


a." 

"  I  think  yon  went  nrj 
■aid  th«Ke(fier. 

"  Tbea  you  an  u  crou  u  aha  ia,"  anawend  the 
boy;  "but  when  iDammaconwB  hofDO.ibe'llclawup 
boifa  rour  minena." 

"Hush  your  impenineain,roaliitl8fi>nram  imp  1 
aaid  hii  raiher ;  "  where  is  your  tutor  f 

"  Gone  10  a  waddine  at  Dunbu— t  bopa  he'll  nal  a 
basKU  lo  hia  diooer;  and  ba  began  to  sing  the  old 
Scoltiah  tone. 


b^hSl 


iliacd  lo  Mr.  Conlcry  for  hia  at- 
-.  — ■  ,—J  Lord  Keeper  i  "  and  pray  who 
id  the  chaise  oC  ycu  while  I  «u  away,  Mr. 


And  why  should  not  the  nntleman  be  like  hil 
eeior,  you  nlly  boy  T  aaid  the  Lord  Keeper. 
Ay:  Dul  if  he  ia  come  <o  chase  us  all  out  ortha 
caalle^  aaid  the  boy,  "and  has  twenty  men  at  hia 
^— k  in  diuuiae— and  is  come  to  nay,  with  a  hoUow 
»,  /bidemyfiiH— andia  to  kill  you  on  iheheanh 
Haiiae  did  the  other  man,  and  wboae  blood  is  still 

Huahl  oonaenaeP'  aaid  the  Lord  Keeper,  not 
himself  much  pleaaad  lo  hear  these  diaagreeabla  cmq- 
oidencea  forced  on  hia  notice.—"  Master,  here  cornea 
Lockhard  tosay  supper  ia  sertcd." 

'     '     'the  aame  matani,  Lucy  entered  at  another 
ing  changed  her  dress  since  her  return.    The 

ahadfid  only  by  a  profusion  of  sunny  ireaaea:  th* 
aylph-Iike  fomi  diBencumbeml  of  her  heavy  riding- 
akitt,  and  mantled  in  azure  silk;  rho  irrmn-  nf  lii>r 
manner  and  of  her  amilo.  cleared, 
which  Burpriaed  "'      ■•     -      ' 


id  Boh  Wilson— foiby  my  own  self 

'  A  groom  and  a  gamekeeper,  arid  your  own  silly 
■eU—piDper  guardiaiu  for  a  young  advocate  h-Why, 
yon  will  never  knaw  any  retutea  but  thoaa  against 
ahootiiu  red-deer,  killing  salmon,  and" 

"  Andapeaking  of  red-gane,"  said  the  young  Bcaoe- 
yice,  iDleeruptina  his  father  wriihout  scruple  or  besi- 
latioD,  "Norman  Qsa  ehot  n  buck,  ind  I  showed  tbe 
bnocbea  to  Lucy,  and  she  tays  ihey  have  but  eight 
lynes ',  and  she  Bays  you  killed  a  deei  with  Lord  Biiuo- 
brains'  hounds,  when  you  wort  wen  "way.  and  do 
yoB  know,  Ae  aays  it  had  ten  tynta— Hit  true  ?" 

"  It  may  faaie  had  iwenly,  Hmry  for  lafaai  I  know  i 
hot  if  yoD  00  to  that  si>nAeman.  he  can  tell  you  all 
about  It— Go  roeak  to  hiin,  Henry— iti»the«Balerof 
Ra»er«wood." 

While  they  conTetani  thus,  the  father  andaoawwe 
■landing  by  ibe  fire ;  and  the  Haaler  hsving  walked 
lowards  the  upper  end  of  the  apartment,  stood  with 
lus  bade  towards  ihem,  appaimllr  engaged  in  tx- 
aminiiuone  of  the  paintingiL  The  boy  ran  up  taUni, 
and  pBDed  him  by  Uie  ebn  of  (be  coal  with  tbe  free- 
^mof  ■BpcNlic&ild,aBying,"Iaay,  sir-ifyoupleftse 

to  tell  me '' hut  when  the  MeaUf  lumed  round,  and 

Henry  '       '        '     "  "  ~" 


. , w  about  the  burn.' 

"  Qoio  ihe  gentleman,  Henry,"  aaid  his  father;  "you 
are  not  used  to  he  BO  shy."  .     .    , 

But  neither  inviiaiion  noreibartation  had  any  cneci 
on  tbeboy.    On  thecontrary.belumedroundaaac 
aa  be  had  completed  hia  survey  of  the  Maater,  i 
walking  aa  caulioualy  aa  if  he  had  been  treading  ui 
(foa,  he  glided  back  to  hia  father,  and  pressed  aa  c 


■able.    Ra  vena  wood,  u 


I  tbe  Hester,  you  little 
,  bayarr  tow  tone  of 


.  [,  wiui  »  celerity 

^ ._  Haaler  himaelf  all  ihegloomy 

infavouiable  thoughts  which  hail  for  some  time 
'loaded  hia  fancy.    In  Iboae  feaiurea,  ao  ainrnly 

1,  be  could  trace  no  atlianco  with  tbe  pincned 

visage  of  Ihe  peak-bearded,  black-capped  puiilan,  of 
hie  eiaiched  withered  spouse;  with  ibs  craft  expreaaed 
in  ibeLord  Keeper's  countenance,  at  the  hauRhunesa 
which  predominaled  in  that  of  hia  lady ;  and,  while 
he  gaied  on  Lucy  Aahlon,  she  seemed  to  be  an  angel 
dcacended  on  earth,  unallied  to  the  cuaraer  morlala 
<he  dogned  to  dwell  for  a  aeaaon, 

,.._  p_.wr  of  beauty  over  a  youthful  and  en- 

ihusiaatie  fancy. 

CHAPTER  XIX. 


^l»hy  do  you  not  neak  t 

IxdT'  aaki  the  Loid  Keener. 

"1  am  afraid,"  aaid  Hear: 

'"'^Alraid 
a  dighl  I 

■frudr' 

"What  niakas  bimsolike  the  picture  of  SirHalise 
B«veoawood.  ihenl"  said  the  boy,  whispenpa. 

"What  picture,  you  natural?"  said  hii  fitther.  "I 
■aed  10  think  you  only  a  acape-grace,  but  I  beliere  you 
arSI  lom  out  a  boni  idioi." 

"  I  tell  yOu  it  is  ihe  picture  of  oki  Halise  of  Ravena- 
wnod,  and  he  is  as  liks  it  aa  if  he  had  loupen  out  of 
■hecannssi  snd  ii  ii  up  in  ihe  old  Barona'a  ball  thai 
the  maida  launder  th*  clothes  m,  and  it  has  aniKHir, 
and  not  ■  coat  like  the  nuleman — and  he  haa  not  a 
beard  ami  whiakeralikeiba  inctun— and  it  haa  another 
kind  of  thing  about  iba  throat,  and  no  band-stiinga 
hahas-i^' — 


Tm  feaat  of  Ravenswood  Castle  was  aa  remark- 
able tor  its  Drafueiou,  as  that  of  Wolf's  Crag  had 
beenfiHitaiJl-veilal  penury.  The  Lord  Keeper  might 
isel  mtetnal  priAq  at  Ihe  rotitraai,  but  he  had  too  much 
tactlosajftrutOBppcar.  On  iheconirary,  beseemed 
to  ramemW  with  ileasure  what  ho  called  Mr.  Bil- 
deraioBe'stacheloiameal,  and  to  be  rather  disgusted 
ihanplsaaed  willi  the  display  upon  his  own  groaoiog 

"  We  do  >he»e  thins."  he  aaid.  "  because  otbera  do 
them— but  I  was  brud  i  plain  man  at  my  father'sfra- 
gal  table,  and  1  should  tike  well  would  my  wil'c  and 

poor-  man-of-mu  i  ton. "  • 

This  was  a  Utile  oieratTetched.  The  Master  only 
anawered,  "  That  diifctcnt  t«iil;B— I  mean,"  said  bo, 
coirecimK  himaeif,  "diffcreni  deRtees  of  wealth  re- 
quire a  ditTereni  style  of  housekteping." 

This  div  remark  put  a  stop  lo  tunher  convecsalion 
on  the  subject,  nor  is  it  necesBan  to  record  that  which 
WBH  subeiituled  in  its  place.  The  evening  waa  epeni 
with  freedom,  and  even  eordiahtyj  and  Henry  had 
■0  far  overcome  his  first  apprehensions,  that  he  had 
aellledapaitylijreoursingaatag  with  the  rnresea- 
latin  and  living,  resemblauca  of  grim  8ii  Haliae  of 
Rayraawaad,  aiUed  the  Revenger.  The  neit  morn- 
ing was  the  sivoiDied  time,    ll  rose  upon  aeiivs 


"■paatkfi^hlDrWisdtati"  inco 
la  tbe barooial B=- ■ -■-    ■■  ^— '.< 

Hi^vhI  eouiiU 
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sportsmen  and  successful  sport.  The  Banquet  came 
in  course;  and  a  pressing  invitation  to  tarry  yet  ano- 
ther day  was  ^ven  and  accepted.  This  Ravenswood 
had  resolved  should  be  the  last  of  his  stay ;  but  he 
recollected  he  had  not  yet  visited  the  ancient  and 
devoted  servant  of  his  house,  old  Alice,  and  it  was  but 
kind  to  dedicate  one  morning  to  the  gratification  of 
80  ancient  an  adherent 

To  visit  Alice,  therefore,  a  day  was  devoted,  and 
Lucy  was  the  Master's  guide  upon  the  way.  Henry, 
it  is  true,  accompanied  them,  and  took  from  their  walk 
the  air  of  a  t^te-k-tftte,  while,  in  reality,  it  was  little 
else,  considering  the  variety  of  circumstances  which 
occurred  to  prevent  the  boy  from  giving  the  least 
attention  to  what  passed  between  his  companions. 
Now  a  rook  settled  on  a  branch  within  shot— anon  a 
hare  crossed  their  path,  and  Henry  and  his  greyhound 
went  astray  in  pursuit  of  it— then  he  had  to  hold  a 
long  conversation  with  the  forester,  which  detained 
him  a  while  behind  his  companions— and  again  he 
went  to  examine  the  earth  of  a  badger,  which  carried 
him  on  a  good  way  before  them. 

The  conversation  betwixt  the  Master  and  his  sister, 
mean  whik;,  took  an  interesting,  and  almost  a  confi- 
dential turn.  She  could  not  help  mentioning  her 
sense  of  the  pain  he  must  feel  in  xnsiting  scenes  so 
well  known  to  him,  bearing  now  an  aspect  so  dif- 
ferent; and  so  gently  was  her  sympathy  expressed, 
that  Ravenswood  felt  it  for  a  moment  as  a  fiill  re- 
quital of  ail  his  misfortunes.  Some  such  sentiment 
escaped  him,  which  Lucy  heard  with  more  of  confu- 
sion than  displeasure;  and  she  may  be  forgiven  the 
imprudence  of  listening  to  such  language,  considering 
that  the  situation  in  which  she  was  placed  by  her 
father  seemed  to  authorize  Ravenswood  to  use  it 
Yet  she  made  an  eflbrt  to  turn  the  conversation,  and 
she  succeeded;  for  the  Master  also  had  advanced 
farther  tiian  he  intended,  and  his  conscience  had 
instantly  checked  him  when  he  found  himself  on  the 
verge  of  speaking  of  love  to  the  daughter  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Ashton. 

They  now  approached  the  hut  of  old  Alice,  which 
had  or  late  been  rendered  more  comfortable,  and  pre 


as  well  as  the  bold  and  haughty  tone.— But  what  do 
you  here,  Master  of  Ravenswood  ?— what  do  you  in 
your  enemy's  domain,  and  in  company  with  his 
child?" 

As  old  Alice  spoke,  her  face  kindled,  as  probably 
that  of  an  ancient  feudal  vassal  might  have  done  in 
whose  presence  his  youthful  li^e-lord  had  showed 
some  symptom  of  degenerating  trom  the  spirit  of  his 
ancestors. 

"  The  Master  of  Ravenswood,**  said  Lucy,  who  liked 
not  the  tone  of  this  expostulation,  and  was  desirous  to 
abridge  it,  "  is  upon  a  visit  to  my  father." 

'*  Indeed !"  said  the  old  blind  woman,  m  an  accent 
of  surprise. 

"  I  knew,"  continued  Lucy,  "  I  should  do  him  a 
pleasure  by  conducting  him  to  your  cottage." 

"Where,  to  say  the  truth,  Alice,"  said  Ravens- 
wood, "  I  expected  a  more  cordial  reception." 

"It  is  most  wonderful !"  said  the  old  woman,  mut- 
tering to  herself;  "but  the  ways  of  Heaven  are  not 
like  our  ways,  and  its  judgments  are  brought  about 
by  means  far  beyond  our  fathoming. —Hearken, 
young  man."  she  said ;  "  your  fathers  were  impla- 
cable, but  they  were  honouraWe  foes ;  they  sought 
not  to  ruin  their  enemies  unJer  the  mask  of  hospi- 
tality. What  have  you  to  do  with  Lucy  Ashton  t— 
why  should  your  steps  move  m  the  same  footpath 
with  hers  ?— why  should  your  voice  sound  in  the  same 
chord  and  time  with  those  of  Sir  William  Ashton's 
daughter?— Young  man,  he  who  aims  at  revenge  by 
dishonourable  means"— — 

"Be  silent,  w<mian!"  said  Ravenswood,  sternly; 
"is  it  the  de»«  that  prompts  your  voice?— Know 
that  this  yowng  lady  has  not  on  earth  a  friend,  who 
would  venuu*  rarther  to  save  her  from  injury  or  from 
insult" 

"And  ia  it  even  so?*'  said  the  old  woman,  in  an 
tdtered  bat  melancholy  tone—"  Then  God  help  you 
both!" 

•'Amen  I  Alice,"  said  Lucy,  who  had  not  compre- 
hended the  import  of  what  the  blind  woman  nad 
hinted,  "  and  send  you  your  senses,  Alice,  and  your 


, ^_     good-humour.    If  you  hold  this  mysterious  language, 

sented  an  appearance  less  picturesque,  perhaps,  but   instead  of  welcoming  your  friends,  they  will  think  of 
far  neater  than  before.    The  old  woman  was  on  her  you  as  other  people  do." 


accustomed  seat  beneath  the  weeping  birch,  basking, 
with  the  listless  enjoyment  of  age  and  innrmity.  m 
the  beams  of  the  aiitumn  sun.  At  the  arrival  of  her 
visiters  she  turned  her  head  towards  them.  "  I  hear 
your  step,  Miss  Ashton,"  she  said,  "  but  the  gentle- 
man who 

"And 
"or  how  is  It  poiTsibie  for  you      ^    ..  .  •     .- 

by  the  sound  of  a  step,  on  this  firm  earth,  and  m  the 
open  air?" 

"  My  hearing,  my  child  has  been  sharpened  by  my 
blindness,  and  I  can  now  draw  conclusions  from  the 
slightest  sounds,  which  formerly  reached  my  ears  as 
unheeded  as  they  now  approach  yours.  Necessity  is 
a  stem,  but  an  excellent  schoolmistress,  and  she  that 
has  lost  her  sight  must  collect  her  information  from 
other  sources." 

"Well,  you  hear  a  man*s  step,  I  grant  it,"  said 
Lucv :  "  but  why,  Alice,  may  it  not  be  my  father's  ?" 

"  Tne  pace  of  age,  my  love,  is  timid  and  cautious 
—the  foot  takes  leave  of  the  earth  slowly,  and  is 
planted  down  upon  it  with  hesitation ;  it  is  the  hasty 
and  determined  step  of  youth  that  I  now  hear,  and— 
could  I  give  credit  to  so  strange  a  thought— I  should 
ssr  it  was  the  step  of  a  Ravenswood.'* 

This  is  indeed,"  said  Ravenswood,  "  an  acutenees 
of  organ  which  I  could  not  have  credited  had  I  not 
witnessed  it— I  am  indeed  the  Master  of  Ravens- 
wood, Alice— the  son  of  your  old  master.". 

"  You?"  said  the  old  woman,  with  almost  a  scream 
of  surprise —"you  the  Master  of  Ravenswood— here 
in  this  place,  and  thus  accompanied? — I  cannot 
believe  it— Let  me  pass  my  old  hand  over  your  face, 
that  my  touch  may  bear  witness  to  my  ears." 

The  Master  sate  down  beside  her  on  the  earthen 
bank,  and  permitted  her  to  touch  his  features  with 
her  trembling  hand. 

" It  is  indeed !"  she  said,  "it  is  the  features  as  well 
as  the  voice  of  Ravenswood— the  high  lines  of  pride, 


"And  how  do  other  people  think?"  said  Ravens- 
wood, for  he  also  began  to  believe  the  old  woman 
spoke  with  incoherence. 

"  They  think,"  said  Henry  Ashton,  who  came  up  at 
that  moment,  and  whispered  into  Ravenswood's  ear, 
"that  she  is  a  witch,  that  should  have  been  bumed 
with  them  that  suffered  at  Haddington." 

"What  is  that  you  say?"  said  Alice,  turning  to- 
wards the  boy,  her  sightless  visage  inflamed  with 
passion;  "that  I  am  a  witch,  and  ought  to  have 
suffered  with  the  helpless  old  wretches  who  were 
murdered  at  Haddington  ?" 

"  Hear  to  that  now,"  again  whispered  Henry,  "  and 
me  whispering  lower  than  a  wren  cheeps !" 

"  If  the  usurer,  and  the  oppressor,  and  the  grinder 
of  the  poor  man's  face,  and  the  remover  of  ancient 
land-marics,  and  the  subverter  of  ancient  houaei, 
were  at  the  same  stake  with  me,  I  could  say,  light 
the  fire,  in  God's  name !" 

"  This  is  dreadful,"  said  Lucy ;  "I  have  never  seen 
the  poor  deserted  woman  in  this  state  of  mind ;  but 
age  and  poverty  can  ill  bear  reproach.— Come,  Henry, 
we  will  leave  her  for  the  present— she  wishes  to  speak 
with  the  Master  alone.  We  will  walk  homeward, 
and  rest  us,"  she  added,  looking  at  Raventwood, 
"  by  the  Mermaklen's  Well." 

And  Alice,"  said  the  boy,  "if  you  kiiow  of  any 
hare  that  comes  through  among  the  deer,  and  makes 
them  drop  their  calves  out  of  season,  you  may  tell 
her,  with  my  comphments  to  command,  that  if  Nor- 
inan  has  not  got  a  silver  bullet  ready  for  her,  I'll  lend 
him  one  of  my  double-buttons  on  purpose." 
^  Ahce  made  no  answer  till  she  was  aware  that  the 
sister  and  brother  were  out  of  hearing.  She  then 
said  to  Ravenswood,  "  And  you,  too,  are  angry  with 
me  for  my  love?— it  is  just  that  strangers  should  be 
offended,  out  you,  too,  are  angry !" 

"I  am  not  angry,  Alice,"  said  the  Master,  "only 
surprised  that  you,  who«e  good  sense  I  have  heard 
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80  often  praised,, should  give  way  to  offensive  and 
aDfounded  suspicions." 

"Offensive?*'  said  Alice—" Ay.  trath  is  ever  offen- 
sive—but, surely,  not  unfounded. 

"I  tell  you,  dame,  most  groundless,"  replied  Ra- 
vmswood. 

''Then  the  world  has  changed  its  wont,  and  the 
Ravenswoods  their  hereditary  temper,  and  the  eyes 
of  Old  Atice's  understanding  are  yet  more  blind  than 
those  of  her  countenance.  When  did  a  Ravenswood 
seek  the  house  of  his  enemy,  but  with  the  purpose 
of  revenge?— and  hither  are  you  come.  Edgar  Ra- 
venswood. either  in  fatal  anger,  or  in  still  more  fatal 
love." 

"In  neither,"  said  Ravenswood,  "I  give  you  mine 
honour— I  mean,  I  assure  you." 

Alice  could  not  see  his  blushing  cheek,  but  she 
noticed  his  hesitation,  and  that  he  retracted  the 
pled^  which  he  seemed  at  first  disposed  to  attach 
10  his  denial. 

"It  is  so,  then,"  she  said,  "and  therefore  she  is  to 
tarry  by  the  Mermaiden's  Well !  Often  has  it  been 
called  a  place  fatal  to  the  race  of  Ravenswood-Toften 
has  it  proved  so— but  never  was  it  likely  to  verify  old 
sayings  as  much  as  on  this  day." 

You  drive  me  to  madness,  Alice,"  said  Ravens- 
wood; "you  are  more  silly  and  more  superstitious 
than  old  Balderstone.  Are  you  such  a  wretched 
Christian  as  to  suppose  I  woiud  in  the  present  day 
levy  war  against  the  Ash  ton  family,  as  was  the  san- 
guinary custom  in  elder  times  ?  or  do  you  suppose  me 

"      's  side 

and 

if  my  mortal  sight  is'  closed  to  objects  present  with 
me,  It  may  be  ican  look  with  more  steadiness  into 
fiitore  events.  Arc  you  prepared  to  sit  lowest  at  the 
board  which  was  once  your  lather's  own,  imwillingly, 
as  a  connexion  and  ally  of  his  proud  successor  ?— 
Are  you  ready  to  live  on  his  bounty— to  follow  him  in 
the  bypaths  of  intrigue  and  chicane,  which  none  can 
better  point  out  to  you— to  gnaw  the  bones  of  his 
prey  wnen  he  has  devoured  the  substance  ?— Can 
you  say  as  Sir  William  Ashton  says— think  as  he 
thmks— vote  as  he  votes,  and  call  your  father's 
murderer  your  worshipful  father-in-law  and  revered 
patron  ?— Master  of  Ravenswood,  I  am  the  eldest 
servant  of  your  hous<>,  and  I  would  rather  see  you 
shrouded  and  coffined !" 

The  tumult  in  Ravenswood's  mind  was  uncom- 
monly great;  she  struck  upon  and  awakened  a 
chord  which  he  had  for  some  time  successfully 
silenced.  He  strode  backwards  and  forwards  thfo' 
the  little  garden  widi  a  hasty  pace;  and  at  length 
checking  nimaeU^  and  stopping  right  opposite  to 
Alice,  be  exclaimed,  "Woman!  on  the  verge  of  the 
grave,  dare  you  urge  the  son  of  your  master  to  blood 
«nd  to  revenge  ?'* 

"God  forbid  f  said  Alice  solemnly;  *'and  there- 
fore I  vrould  have  you  depart  these  fatal  bounds, 
where  your  love,  as  well  as  your  hatred,  threatens 
sure  mischief,  or  at  least  disgrace^  both  to  yourself 
tnd  others.  I  would  shield,  were  it  in  the  power  of 
tnis  withered  hand,  the  Ashtons  from  you,  and  you 
from  diem,  and  both  from  their  own  passions.  You 
can  have  nothing— ought  to  have  nothing,  in  com- 
nion  with  them— Begone  from  among  them ;  and  if 
pod  has  destincrl  vengeance  on  the  oppressor's 
house,  do  not  you  be  the  instrument." 

**I  will  think  on  what  you  have  said,  Alice,"  said 
Ravenswood,  more  composedly.  "I  believe  you 
mean  truly  aitd  faithfully  by  me,  but  you  urge  the 
freedom  of  an  ancient  domestic  somewhat  too  far. 
Bat  farewell :  and  if  Heaven  afford  me  better  means, 
I  will  not  fail  to  contribute  to  your  comfort." 

He  attempted  to  put  a  piece  of  gold  into  her  hand, 
which  she  redfused  to  receive;  and,  in  the  slight 
stniggle  attending  his  wish  to  force  it  upon  her,  it 
dropped  to  the  earth. 

I*  Let  it  remain  an  instant  on  the  ground."  sakl 
AliccL  as  the  Master  stooped  to  raise  it :  "  and  believe 
me,  that  piece  of  gold  is  sn  emblem  of  ner  whom  you 
Icve ;  she  is  as  precious,  I  grant,  but  you  must  stoop 
even  to  abasement  before  you  can  win  her.   For  me, 


I  have  as  little  to  do  with  gold  as  with  earthly  pas- 
sions ;  and  the  best  news  that  the  world  has  in  store 
for  me  is,  that  Edgar  Ravenswood  is  a  hundred 
miles  distant  from  the  seat  of  his  ancestors,  with  the 
determination  never  a^n  to  behold  it." 

"  Alice,"  said  the  Master,  who  began  to  think  this 
earnestness  had  some  more  secret  cause  than  arose 
from  anv  thing  that  the  blind  woman  could  have 
gathereo  from  this  casual  visit,  "I  have  heard  you 
praised  by  my  mother  for  your  sense,  acuteness,  and 
fidelity  I  you  are, no  fool  to  start  at  shadows,  or  to 
dread  old  superstitious  saws,  like  Caleb  Balderstone; 
tell  me  distmcily  where  my  danger  lies,  if  you  arc 
aware  of  any  which  is  tending  towards  me.  If  I 
know  myself,  I  am  free  from  all  such  views  respect- 
ing Bliss  Ashton  as  you  impute  to  me.  I  have  ne- 
cessary business  to  settle  with  Sir  William— that 
arranged,  I  shall  depart ;  and  with  as  little  wish,  as 
you  may  easily  believe,  to  return  to  a  place  full  of 
melancholy  subjects  of  reflection,  as  you  have  to  see 
me  here." 

Alice  bent  her  sightless  eyes  on  the  ground,  and 
was  for  some  time  plunged  m  deep  meditation.  "I 
will  speak  the  truth,"  she  said  at  length,  raising  up 
her  head—"  I  will  teH  you  the  source  of  my  appre- 
hensions, whether  my  candour  be  for  good  or  for  evil 
—Lucy  Ashton  loves  you.  Lord  of  Ravenswood !" 

"  It  IS  impossible,"  said  the  Master. 

"A  thousand  circumstances  have  proved  it  to  me," 
replied  the  blind  woman.  "Her  thoughts  have  turned 
on  no  one  else  since  you  saved  her  from  deatli,  and 
that  my  experienced  judgment  has  won  from  her 
own  conversation.  Having  told  vou  this— if  you  arc 
indeed  a  gentleman  and  your  fatner's  pon— jou  will 
make  it  a  motive  for  flying  from  her  presence.  Her 
passion  will  die  like  a  lamp,  for  want  of  that  the 
flame  should  feed  upon ;  but,  if  you  remain  here,  her 
destruction,  or  yours,  or  thatpf  both,  will  be  the  inevi- 
table consequence  of  her  misplaced  attachment.  I 
tell  you  this  secret  unwillingly,  but  it  could  not  have 
been  hid  long  from  your  own  obser\'ation :  and  it  is 
better  you  learn  it  from  mine.  D^art,  Mastd*  of 
Ravenswood— you  have  my  secret.  If  you  remain  an 
hour  under  Sir  William  Ashton's  roof  without  the 
resolution  to  marry  his  daughter,  yon  are  a  villain— 
if  with  the  purpose  of  allying  yourself  with  him,  you 
are  an  infatuated  and  predestined  fool." 

So  saying,  the  old  blind  woman  arose,  assumed 
her  staff,  and,  tottering  to  her  hut,  entered  it  and 
closed,  the  door,  leaving  Ravenswood  to  his  own 
reflections. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Lovelier  in  her  own  retired  abode 

than  Naiad  bf  the  aide 

Of  Grecian  brook -or  Lady  of  the  Meru 
Lone  littiof  by  the  ihores  of  old  romance. 

Wordsworth. 

The  meditations  of  Ravenswood  were  of  a  very 
mixed  complexion.  He  saw  himself  at  once  in  the 
very  dilemma  which  he  had  for  some  time  felt  appre- 
hensive he  might  be  placed  in.  The  pleasure  he  felt 
in  Lucy's  company  had  indeed  approached  to  fasci- 
nation, yet  it  had  never  altogether  surmounted  his 
internal  reluctance  to  wed  with  the  daughter  of  his 
father's  foe ;  and  even  in  foigiving  Sir  W  illiam  Ash- 
ton the  ii^uries  which  his  family  had  received,  and 
giving  hirn  ciedit  for  the  kind  intentions  he  professed 
to  entertain,  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  contem- 
plate as  possible  ai|  alliance  betwixt  their  houses. 
Still  he  felt  that  Alice  spoke  truth,  and  that  his  ho- 
nour now  required  he  should  take  instant  leave  of 
Ravenswood  Castle,  or  become  a  suitor  of  Lucy  Ash- 
ton. The  possibility  of  being  rejected,  too,,  should  he 
make  advances  to  her  wealthy  and  poweriul  father^— 
to  sue  for  the  hand  of  an  Ashton  and  be  refused— 
this  were  a  consummation  too  disgraceful.  "  I  wish 
her  well,"  he  said  to  himself,  **  and  for  her  sake  I  for- 

give  the  injuries  her  father  has  done  to  my  house ; 
ut  I  will  never— no,  never  see  her  more  1" 
With  one  bitter  pang  he  adopted  this  resolution, 
just  as  he  came  to  where  two  paths  parted ;  the  one 
to  the  Mennaiden's  -Fountain,  where  he  knew  Lucv 
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watted  him,  the  other  teAding  to  the  castle  by  another 
and  more  circuitouB  road.  He  paused  an  instant 
^en  about  to  take  the  latter  path,  thinking  what 
apology  he  should  make  for  conduct  which  must 
needs  seem  extraordinary,  and  had  just  muttered  to 
himself  ''Sudden  news  trom  Edinburgh— any  pre- 
text will  serve— only  let  me  dally  no  longer  here," 
when  young  Henry  came  flying  up  to  him,  naif  out  of 
breath—"  Master,  master,  you  must  give  Lucy  your 
arm  back  to  the  castle,  for  I  cannot  give  her  mine ; 
for  Norman  is  waiting  for  me,  and  1  am  to  go  with 
him  to  make  his  ring- walk,  and  I  would  not  stav 
away  for  a  gold  Jacobus,  ana  Lucy  is  afraid  to  walk 
home  alone,  though  all  the  wild  nowt  have  been  shot, 
and  so  you  must  come  away  directly." 

Betwixt  two  scales  equally  loaded,  a  feather's 
weight  will  turn  the  scale.  "It  is  impossible  for  me 
to  leave  the  young  lady  in  the  wood  alone,"  said 
Ilavenswood ;  "  to  see  her  once  more  can  be  of  little 
consequence,  after  the  frequent  meetings  we  have  had 
—I  ought,  too,  in  courtesy,  to  apprize  her  of  my  inten- 
tion to  quit  the  castle." 

And  having  thus  satisfied  himself  that  he  was 
taking  not  onJv  a  wise,  but  an  absolutely  necessary 
step,  Be  took  the  path  to  the  fatal  fountain.  Henry 
no  sooner  saw  him  on  the  way  to  join  his  sister,  than 
he  was  off  like  lightning  in  another  direction,  to  enjoy 
the  society  of  the  forester  in  their  congenial  pursuits. 
Ravenswood,  not  allowing  himself  to  give  a  second 
thought  to  the  propriety  of  his  own  conduct,  walked 
with  a  quick  step  towards  the  stream,  where  he  found 
Lucv  seated  alone  by  the  ruin. 

She  sate  upon  one  of  the  disjointed  stones  of  the 
ancient  fountain,  and  seemed  to  watch  the  progress 
of  Its  current,  as  it  bubbled  forth  to  dayUght,  in  gay 
and  sparkling  profusion,  from  under  the  shadow  of 
the  ribbed  and  darksome  vault,  with  \yhich  venera- 
tion, or  perhaps  remorse,  had  canopied  its  source.  To 
a  superstitious  eye,  Lucy  Ashton,  folded  in  her  plaided 
mantle,  with  her  long  nair,  escaping  partly  from  the 
snood  and  falling  upon  her  silver  neck,  might  have 
suggested  the  idea  of  the  murdered  Nymph  of  the 
Fountain.  But  Ravenswood  only  saw  a  female 
exquisitely  beautiful,  and  rendered  yet  more  so  in  his 
eyes— how  could  it  be  otherwise— oy  the  conscious- 
ness that  she  had  placed  her  affections  on  him.  As 
he  gazed  on  her,  he  felt  his  fixed  resolution  melting 
like  wax  in  the  sun,  and  hastened,  therefore,  from  his 
concealment  in  the  neighbouring  thicket.  She  saluted 
him,  but  did  not  arise  from  the  stone  on  ivhich  she 
was  seated. 

"My  mad-cap  brother,"  she  said,  "has left  me,  but 
I  expect  him  back  in  a  few  minutes— for  fortunately, 
as  any  thing  pleases  him  for  a  minute,  nothing  has 
charms  for  him  much  longer." 

Ravenswood  did  not  feel  the  power  of  informing 
Lucy  that  her  brother  meditated  a  distant  excursion, 
and  would  not  return  in  haste.  He  sate  himself 
down  on  the  grass,  at  some  little  distance  from  Miss 
Ashton,  and  both  were  silent  for  a  short  space. 

"I  like  this  spot,"  said  Lucy  at  length,  as  if  she 
had  found  the  silence  embarrassing;  the  bubbling 
murmur  of  the  clear  fountain,  the  waving  of  the  trees, 
the  profusion  of  grass  and  wild-flowers,  that  rise 
among  the  ruins,  make  it  like  a  scene  in  romance.  I 
think,  too,  I  have  heard  it  is  a  spot  connected  with 
the  l^endary  lore  which  I  love  so  well." 

"  It  nas  been  thought,"  answered  Ravenswood,  "  a 
fatal  spot  to  my  family ;  and  I  have  yme  reason  to 
term  it  so,  for  it  was  here  I  first  saw  Miss  Ashton— 
and  it  is  here  I  must  take  my  leave  of  her  for  ever." 

The  blood,  which  the  first  part  of  this  speech  called 
into  Lucy's  cheeks,  was  speedily  expelled  by  its  con- 
clusion. 

"To  take  leave  of  us,  Master!"  she  exclaimed, 
"what  can  have  happened  to  hurry  you  away 7— I 
know  AUce  hates— I  mean  dislikes  my  fether— and  I 
hardly  understood  her  humour  to-day.  it  was  so  mys- 
terious. But  I  am  certain  my  father  is  sincerely 
grateful  for  the  high  service  yon  rendered  us.  Let 
me  hope  that  having  won  your  friendship  hardly,  we 
shall  not  lose  it  lightly." 

"Lose  it.  Miss  Ashton?"  said  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood,—"  No— wherever  my  fortune  calls  me— 


whatever  she  inflicts  upon  me— it  is  your  friend— 
your  sincere  fiiend,  who  acts  or  su^v.  But  there  is 
a  fate  on  me,  and  I  must  go,  or  I  shall  add  the  ruin  of 
others  to  my  own." 

"Tetxio  not  go  fixmi  us,  Master,"  said  Lucy:  and 
she  laid  her  hand,  in  all  simpUcity  and  kinaness, 
upon  the  skirt  of  his  cloak,  as  if  to  detain  him—"  You 
shall  not  part  from  us.  My  father  is  powerfril,  he  has 
friends  that  are  more  so  than  himselt— do  not  go  till 
you  see  what  his  gratitude  will  do  for  you.  ^lieve 
me,  he  is  already  labouring  in  your  b^alf  with  the 
Council" 

"  It  may  be  so,"  said  the  Master,  proudly ;  "  yet  it 
is  not  to  your  father,  Miss  Ashton,  but  to  my  own  ex- 
ertions, that  I  ought  to  owe  success  in  the  career  on 
which  I  am  about  to  entor.  My  prepaiations  are 
already  made— a  sword  and  a  cloak,  and  a  bold  heart 
and  a  determined  hand." 

Lucy  covered  her  fece  with  her  hands,  and  the 
tears,  m  spite  of  her,  forced  their  way  between  her 
fingers.  Forgive  me,"  said  Ravenswood,  taking 
her  right  handT  which,  after  slight  resistanoe,  die 
jrieldea  to  him,  still  continuteg  to  shade  her  face  with 
the  left—"  I  am  too  rude— too  roegh— too  intractable 
to  deal  with  any  being  so  soft  and  gentle  as  you  are. 
Fo^t  that  so  stem  a  vision  has  crossed  your  path 
of  life— and  let  me  pursue  mine,  sure  that  I  can  meet 
with  no  worse  misfortune  after  the  moment  itdrnda 
me  fiom  your  side." 

Lucy  wept  on,  but  her  tears  were  less  bitter.  Each 
attempt  which  the  Master  made  to  explain  his  pur- 
pose of  departure,  only  proved  a  new  evidence  of  his 
desire  to  stay ;  until,  at  length,  instead  of  bidding  fa«r 
farewell,  he  gave  his  faith  to  her  for  ever,  and  received 
her  troth  in  return.  The  whole  passed  so  suddenly, 
and  arose  so  much  out  of  the  immediate  impulse  oi 
the  moment,  that  ere  the  Master  of  Ravenswood 
could  reflect  upon  the  consequences  of  the  step  which 
he  had  taken^  their  lips,  as  well  as  thdr  hands,  had 
pledged  the  sincerity  of  their  affection. 

"And  now,"  he  said,  after  a  moment's  considera- 
tion, "it  is  fit  I  should  speak  to  Sir  William  Ashton 
—he  must  know  of  our  enjgagement.  Ravenswood 
must  not  seem  to  dwell  upder  his  roof^  to  solicit  clan- 
destinely the  affectionsoi  his  daughter." 

"You  would  not  speak  to  my  father  on  the  sok- 
ject?"  said  Lucy,  doubtingly;  and  then  added  more 
warmly,  "  O  do  not— do  not !  Let  your  lot  in  life  be 
determined— your  station  and  purpose  ascertained, 
before  you  address  my  father ;  I  am  sure  he  lo\'e8  you 
—I  think  he  will  consent— but  then  my  mother  P* 

She  paused,  ashamed  to  express  the  (Kftibt  she  felt 
how  far  her  fether  dared  to  form  any  positive  reeolu- 
tion  on  this  most  important  subject,  without  the  con- 
sent of  his  lady. 

"  Your  mother,  my  Lucy  7"  replied  Ravenswood, 
"she  is  of  the  house, of  Douglas,  a  house  that  has 
intermarried  with  mine,  even  when  its  glory  and 
power  were  at  the  highest— what  could  your  mother 
object  to  my  alliance  7" 

'^*  I  did  not  say  object,"  said  Lucy ;  "  but  she  is  jea- 
lous of  her  rights,  and  may  claim  a  mother's  title  to 
be  consulted  in  the  first  instance." 

"Be  it  so."  repUed  Ravenswood ;  "London  is  dis- 
tant, but  a  letter  will  reach  it  and  receive  an  answa 
within  a  fortnight— I  will  not  press  on  the  Lord 
Keeper  for  an  instant  r^ly  to  my  proposal." 

"  But,"  hesitated  Lucy,  "  were  it  not  better  to  wait 
—to  wait  a  few  weeks  7— Were  my  mother  to  see 
you— to  know  you— I  am  sure  she  would  approve ; 
but  you  are  unacquainted  personally,  and  the  ancient 
feuQ  between  the  families" 

Ravenswood  fixed  upon  her  his  keen  dark  eyes, 
as  if  he  was  desirous  of  penetrating  into  hMU*  very 
soul. 

"  Lucy,"  he  said,  "  I  have  sacrificed  to  jrou  projecu 
of  vengeance  long  nursed,  and  sworn  to  with  cere&ao- 
nies  little  better  than  heathen— I  sacrificed  them  to 
your  image^  ere  I  knew  the  worth  which  it  riyyujiifimBd 
In  the  evening  which  succeeded  my  poor  fetnei'e  fune- 
ral, I  cut  a  lock  from  my  hair,  ana,  as  it  consaxxied  m 
the  fire,  I  swore  that  my  rage  and  revenge  should  pur- 
sue his  enemies,  until  they  shrivelled  before  me  lAx 
that  scorched-up  symbol  of  annihilation." 


Chap.  XX.J 


THE  BRIDE  OF  LAMMERMOOR. 


67 


"It  wta  a  deadly  sin,"  said  Lucy,  turning  pale,  "  to 
make  a  vow  8o  faiai.' 

"  I  acknowled^  it,"  said  Ravenswood,  "  and  it 
had  been  a  worse  crime  to  keep  it.  It  was  for  your 
sake  that  I  abjured  these  purposes  of  vengeance, 
though  !  scarce  knew  that  sucn  was  the  argument 
by  wnich  I  was  conguered.  until  I  saw  you  once  more, 
and  became  conscious  of  the  io/luence  you  possessecl 
over  me." 

"And  why  do  you  now,"  said  Lucy,  "recall  senti- 
meots  so  terrible— sentiments  so  inconsistent  with 
those  you  profess  for  me— with  those  your  importu- 
nity hasprevailwl  on  me  to  acknowledge?" 

*  Because,"  said  her  lover,  "I  would  impress  on 
you  the  price  at  which  I  have  bought  your  love— the 
right  I  have  to  expect  your  constancy.  I  say  not  that 
I  have  bartered  for  it  me  honour  of  my  house,  its  last 
remaining  possesaion— but  though  I  say  it  not,  and 
think  it  not,  I  cannot  conceal  from  myself  that  the 
world  may  do  both." 

"If  such  are  your  sentiments,"  said  Lucy,  " you 
have  played  a  cruel  game  with  me.  But  it  is  not  too 
late  to  give  it  over— take  back  the  faith  and  troth 
which  you  could  not  plight  to  me  without  suffering 
abatement  of  honour— let  what  is  passed  be  as  if  it 
had  not  been — forget  me— I  will  endeavour  to  forget 
myself." 

'  You  do  me  mjusiice."  said  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood; "byain  hold  true  mid  honourable,  you 
do  me  the  extrenjity  of  injustice— if  I  mentioned  the 
price  at  which  I  have  bought  your  love,  it  is  only  to 
show  how  much  I  prize  it,  to  bind  our  engagement 
by  a  still  firmer  tie,  and  to  show,  by  what  I  nave  done 
to  attain  this  station  in  your  n^^rd,  how  much  I  must 
suffer  should  you  ever  break  your  faith." 

"And  why,  Ravenswood,"  answered  Lucy,  "should 
you  think  that  possible  ?— Why  sliould  you  urge  me 
with  even  the  mention  of  infidelity  ?— Is  it  because  I 
ask  you  to  delay  applying  to  my  father  for  a  little 
tpace  of  time  1  Bind  me  oy  what  vows  you  please ; 
ii  vows  are  unnecessary  to  secure  constancy,  they 
may  yet  prevent  susnicion." 

Ravenswood  pleaded,  apologized,  and  even  kneeled, 
to  appease  her  displeasure ;  and  Lucy,  as  placable  as 
she  was  single-hearted,  readily  foi^ye  the  offence 
which  his  doubts  had  implied.  The  dispute  thus  agi- 
tated, however,  ended  by  the  lovers  going  through  an 
tniblematic  ceremony  of  tlieir  troth-pUght  of  which 
the  vulgar  still  preserve  some  traces.  They  broke 
betwixt  them  tlie  thin  broad  piece  of  gold  which 
Alio:  had  refhsed  to  receive  from  Ravenswood. 

"And  never  shall  this  leave  my  bosom,"  said  Lucy. 
as  aha  hung  the  piece  of  gold  round  her  neck,  and 
concealed  it  with  her  handkerchief  "until  you,  Ed- 
gar Ravenswood,  ask  me  to  resign  it  to  you— and, 
while  I  wear  it,  never  shall  that  heart  acknowledge 
another  Ipve  tlian  yours." 

With  uke  protestations,  Ravenswood  placed  liis 
portion  of  the  coin  opposite  to  his  heart  And  now, 
at  length,  it  struck  them,  that  time  had  hurried  £ast 
on  dunng  this  interview,  and  their,  absence  at  the 
casUe  would  be  subjoct  of  remark,  if  not  of  alarm. 
As  they  arose  to  leave  the  fountain  which  had  been 
witness  of  their  mutual  engagement,  an  arrow  whis- 
tled through  the  air,  and  struck  a  raven  perched  on 
|he  sere  branch  of  an  old  oak,  near  to  where  they 
had  been  seated.  The  bird  fluttered  a  few  yards,  and 
dropped  at  the  feet  of  Lucy,  whose  dress  was  stained 
wiU)  some  spots  of  its  blood. 

Hiss  Ashton  was  much  alarmed,  and  Ravenswood, 
nrphsed  and  angry,  lookcxi  every  where  for  the 
marksman,  who  had  given  them  a  proof  of  his  skill 
^  Uitle  expected  as  desired.  He  was  not  long  of 
discovering  himself,  being  no  other  than  Henry  Ash- 
ton, who  came  running  up  with  a  cross-bow  in  his 
hand. 

"I  knew  I  should  startle  you,"  he  said;  "and  do 
you  know  you  looked  ao  busy  that  I  hoped  it  would 
nave  failen  souse  on  your  heads  before  you  were 
■ware  of  it.— What  was  the  Master  saying  to  you, 
LoctT" 

"I  was  telling  your  sister  what  an  kfle  lad  you 
were,  kecving  us  waiting  here  for  you  so  long,"  said 
RaveuswoooT  to  save  Lucy's  confusion. 

H 


"Waiting  for  mel  Why,  I  told  you  to  aee  Lucy 
home,  and  that  I  was  to  go  to  make  the  ring  walk 
with  old  Norman  in  the  Hayberry  thicket,  and  you 
may  be  sure  that  would  take  a  good  hour,  and  we  have 
all  the  deer's  marks  and  furnishes  got,  while  you 
were  sitting  here  with  Lucy,  Uke  a  lazy  loon." 

"  Well,  well,  Mr.  Henry,"  said  Ravenswood  ;  "but 
let  us  see  how  you  will  answer  to  me  for  kilUng  the 
raven.  Do  you  know  the  ravens  are  all  under  the 
protection  of^  the  Lords  of  Ravenswood,  and,  to  kUI 
one  in  their  presence,  is  such  bad  luck  that  it  deserves 
the  stab  7" 

"  And  that's  what  Norman  said,"  repUod  the  boy  s 
"he  came  as  far  with  me,  as  within  a  fljght-shot  of 
you,  and  he  said  he  never  saw  a  raven  sit  still  so  near 
living  folk,  and  he  wishad  it  might  be  for  good  luck  ; 
for  the  raven  is  one  oiwe  wildest  birds  that  flies, 
unless  it  be  a  tame  one^&nd  so  I  crept  on  and  on,  till 
I  was  within  three  score  yards  of  him,  and  then  whiz 
went  the  bolt,  and  there  he  Ues.  faith !  Was  it  not 
well  shot  ?— and,  I  dare  say,  I  nave  not  shot  in  a 
crossbow— not  ten  times,  maybe." 

"  Admirably  shot  indeed,"  said  Ravenswood;  "and 
you  will  be  a  fine  marksman  if  you  practise  hard." 

"And  that's  what  Norman  saysl"  answered  the 
boy ;  "  but  I  am  sure  it  is  not  my  fault  if  I  do  not 
practise  enough ;  for,  of  free  will,  I  would  do  little  else, 
only  my  father  and  tutor  are  angry  sometimes,  and 
only  Miss  Lucy  there  gives  herself  airs  about  my 
being  busy,  for  all  she  can  sit  idle  by  a  well-side  the 
whole  day,  when  she  has  a  handsome  young  gentle- 
man to  prate  with- 1  have  known  her  do  so  twenty 
times,  it  you  will  believe  me." 

The  boy  looked  at  his  sister  as  he  spoke^  and,  in 
the  midst  of  his  mischievous  chatter,  had  the  sense 
to  see  that  he  was  reuUy  infiiciing  pain  upon  her, 
though  without  being  able  to  comprehend  the  cause 
or  the  amount. 

"Come  now,  Lucy,"  he  said,  "don't  greet;  and  if 
I  have  said  any  thing  beside  the  mark,  I'll  deny  it 
again — and  what  does  the  Master  of  Ravenswood 
care  if  you  had  a  hundred  sweethearts  ?— so  ne'er  put 
finger  in  your  eye  about  it." 

The  Master  of  Ravenswood  was,  for  the  moment 
scarce  satisfied  with  what  he  heard;  yet  his  good 
sense  naturally  regarded  it  as  the  chatter  of  a  spoilt 
boy,  who  strove  to  mortify  his  sister  in  the  point 
which  seemed  most  accessible  for  the  time.  But, 
aldiough  of  a  temper  ec^ually  slow  in  receiving  im- 
pressions, and  obstmate  m  retaining  them,  the  prattle 
of  Henry  served  to  nourish  in  his  mind  some  vague 
suspicion,  that  his  present  engagement  might  only 
end  in  his  being  exposed  like  a  conquered  enemy  in  a 
Roman  triumph,  a  captive  attendant  on  the  car  of  a 
victor,  who  meditated  only  the  satiating  his  pride  at 
the  expense  of  the  vanquished.  There  was,  we  repeat 
it  no  real  ground  whatever  for  such  an  apprehension, 
nor  could  he  l>e  said  seriously  to  entertain  such  for  a 
moment.  Indeed,  it  was  impossible  to  look  at  the 
clear  blue  eye  of  Lucy  Ashton,  and  entertain  the 
slightest  permanent  doubt  concerning  the  sincerity  of 
her  disposition.  Still,  however,  conscious  pride  and 
conscious  poverty  combined  to  render  a  mmd  suspi- 
cious, whicn,  in  more  fortunate  circumstances,  woiud 
have  been  a  stranger  to  that  as  well  as  to  eveiy  other 
meanness. 

They  reached  the  castle,  where  Sir  William  Ashton, 
who  had  been  alarmed  by  the  length  of  their  stay, 
met  them  in  the  hall. 

"  Had  Ludy,','  he  said,  "  been  in  any  other  company 
than  that  of  one  who  had  shown  he  had  so  complete 
power  of  protecting  her,  he  confessed  he  should  have 
been  very  uneasy,  and  would  have  despatched  persons 
in  quest  of  them.  But,  in  the  company  of  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  ne  knew  his  daughter  had 
nothing  to  dread."  , 

Lucy  commenced  some  apology  for  their  long 
delay,  but,  conscience  struck,  became  confused  as  she 
proceeded;  and  when  Rav^jnswood,  coming  to  her 
assistance,  endeavoured  to  render  the  explanation 
complete  and  satisfactory,  he  only  involved  himseh' 
in  the  same  disoi^der,  like  one  who,  endeavouring  to 
extricate  his  companion  from  a  slough,  entangles 
himself  in  the  same  tenacious  swamp.    It  cannot  be 
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supposed  ihal  tlie  confusion  of  ihe  two  youthful 
lovers  escaiKd  the  observation  of  tlic  subtle  lawyer, 
accustomed,  by  habit  and  profession,  to  trace  human 
nature  through  all  her  windings.  But  it  was  not  his 
present  ix)liey  to  take  any  notice  of  what  he  observed. 
He  desired  to  hold  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  bound, 
but  wished  that  he  himself  should  remain  free  ;  and 
it  did  not  oeetu-  to  him  that  his  plan  niight  be  defeatwl 
by  Ituey's  returning  the  passion  which  he  hojM'd  she 
niiglit  msi)ire.  K  she  should  adopt  some  roniantic 
feehngs  towards  Ravenswood.  in  which  circum- 
stances, or  the  fxisitive  and  absolute  omMDsition  of 
Lady  Ashton,  nnghl  render  it  unadvisabfe  to  mdulge 
her,  the  Lord  Keeper  conceived  they  might  be  easily 
superstdetl  and  annulled  by  a  journey  to  Edinburgh, 
or  even  to  London,  a  ncNifct  of  Brusst^ls  lace,  and 
the  soft  whispers  of  half  Wpzen  lovers,  anxious  to 
replace  him  whom  it  was  w>uvenient  she  should 
renounce.  This  was  his  provision  for  the  worst  view 
of  the  ca8<\  But,  according  to  its  rfiore probable  issue, 
any  passing  favour  she  might  entertain  for  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood,  might  require  encourage- 
ment rather  than  repression. 

This  stciiud  the  more  likely,  as  he  had  that  very 
morning,  since  tlioir  (bparfure  from  the  castle,  re- 
ceivtxl  a  letltT,  tlu>  contents  of  which  he  hastened  to 
commiuiicato  to  Ravenswood.  A  foot-post  had 
arrivtd  with  a  packet  to  the  Lord  Keeper  from  that 
friend  whom  we  have  already  mentioned,  who  was 
labouring  hard  under-hand  to  consolidate  a  band  of 
patriots,  at  the  head  of  whom  stood  8ir  William's 
greatest  terror,  the  active  and  ambitious  Marquis  of 

A .    Tlie  success  of  this  convenient  friend  had 

been  such,  that  he  had  obtained  from  Sir  William, 
not  indeed  a  din'Ctly  favourable  answer,  but  certainly 
a  most  patient  hearing.  This  he  had  reporteii  to  his 
principal,  who  had  replied,  by  the  ancient  French 
adage,  **  Chateau  qui  parley  dfanviequi  iroute^  Vun 
ct  V  autre  ta  sc  rend  re  J*  A  statesman  who  hears  you 
propose  a  change  of  measures  without  reply,  was, 
according  to  the  Marquis's  opinion,  in  the  situation  of 
the  fortress  which  parleys,  and  the  lady  who  listens, 
and  he  resolved  to  press  the  eiego  of  the  Lord 
Keeper. 

Tne  packet,  therefore,  contained  a  letter  from  his 
friend  and  ally,  and  another  from  hunself  to  the  Lord 
Keeper,  frankly  oflering  an  unceremonious  visit. 
They  were  crossing  the  country  to  go  to  the  south- 
ward— the  roads  were  indifferent— the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  inns  as  execrable  as  possible — the  Lord 
Keep)er  had  been  longartiuaintedintimatelv  with  oneof 
his  correspondents,  and  though  more  slightly  known 
to  the  Marquis,  had  yet  enough  of  his  lordship's 
acquaintance  to  render  the  visit  sufficiently  natural, 
nna  to  shut  the  mouths  of  those  who  might  be 
di.sposed  to  impute  it  to  a  political  intrigue.  He 
instantly  accepted  the  offered  visit,  detennincd,  how- 
ever, that  he  would  not  pledge  himself  an  inch 
farther  for  the  furtherance  of  theu*  views  than  reason 
(by  which  he  meant  his  own  self-interest)  should 
plainly  point  out  to  him  as  proper. 

Two  circumstances  parlicidarly  delighted  hirn;  the 

f>resence  of  Ravenswood,  and  the  absence  of  his  own 
ady.  By  having  the  former  under  his  roof,  he  con- 
ceived he  might  be  able  to  quash  all  such  hazardous 
and  hostile  proceedings  as  he  might  otherwise  have 
been  engaged  in,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Maroiiis ; 
and  Lucy,  he  foresaw,  would  niake,  for  his  immediate 
purpose  of  delay  and  procrastination,  a^iuch  bettor 
mistress  of  his  femily  than  her  motlier,  who  would, 
hj3  was  sure;,  in  some  shape  or  other,  contrive  to 
disconcert  his  pohtical  schemes,  by  her  proud  and 
implacable  temper. 

His  anxious  sohcitations  that  the  Master  would 
stay  to  receive  his  kinsman,  were  of  course  readily 
complied  with,  since  the  iclaircisscment  which  had 
taken  place  at  the  Mermaiden's  Fountain  had  re- 
moved all  wish  for  sudden  departur&  Lucy  and 
Lockhard  had,  therefore,,  orders  to  provide  all  things 
necessary  in  their  different  departments,  for  receiving 
the  expected  guests,  with  a  pomp  and  display  of 
luztiry  very  uncommon  in  Scotland  at  that  remote 
period.  «» 
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MaralL  Sir,  Uie  man  ofhoDOurli  come, 
Newljr  aliglitcd 

Overrtach.  In  without  reply, 

And  do  HD  1  command. 

\*  tlio  loud  music  1  gave  order  for 
Ready  to  receive  him  7 

Kew  Wa^  to  Pay  OU  Debts. 

Sir  William  Ashton,  alfhmigh  a  man  of  eense^ 
legal  information,  and  great  practical  knowledge  of 
the  world,  had  yet  some  points  of  character  which 
corresponded  better  with  the  timidity  of  his  disposition 
and  tne  supple  arts  by  which  he  had  risen  in  the 
world,  than  to  the  degn-e  of  eminence  which  he  had 
attniniHl :  as  they  tended  to  show  an  ori^^nal  medi- 
ocrity of  understanding,  however  highly  it  had  been 
cultivated,  and  a  native  meanness  of  disposition,  how- 
ever carefully  veiled.  He  loved  the  ostentatious  dis- 
play of  liis  wealth,  less  as  a  man  to  whom  habit  has 
made  it  necessary,  than  as  (me  to  whom  it  is  still  dc- 
ligiitful  from  its  novelty.  The  most  trivial  details  did 
not  escape  him ;  and  Lucy  soon  learned  to  watch  tlio 
flush  of  scorn  which  crossed  Ravrnswood'a  cheek, 
when  he  heard  her  father  gravely  arming  with  Lock- 
hard,  nay,  even  with  the  old  houst^etpeT,  upon  cir- 
cumstances which,  in  families  of  rank,  arc  left  uncared 
for,  because  it  is  supposed  impossible  they  can  be 
neglected. 

I  could  pardon  .Sir  William,"  said  Ravenswood, 
one  evening  after  he  had  kft  the  room,  "some  gene- 
ral anxiety  upon  this  occasion,  for  the  Marquis's  visit 
is  an  honour,  and  should  be  received  as  such ;  but  I 
am  worn  out  by  these  miserable  minutia;  of  the  but- 
tery, aiid  the  larder,  and  the  very  hen-coop— they  drive 
me  beyond  my  patience ;  I  would  rather  endure  the 
poverty  of  Wolf's  Crag,  than  bo  pestered  with  the 
wealth  of  Ravenswood  Castle." 

"And  Y^^^^'  said  Lucy,  "it  was  by  attention  to  these 
minutijc  that  my  father  acquired  the  property" 

"Which  my  ancestors  sold  for  lack  cm  it,"  replied 
Ravenswood.  "Be  it  so;  a  porter  still  bears  but  a 
burden,  though  the  burden  be  of  gold." 

Lucv  sighed ;  she  perceived  too  plainly  that  her 
lover  held  in  scorn  the  manners  and  habits  of  a 
father,  to  whom  she  had  long  looked  up  as  her  best 
and  most  partial  friend,  whose  fondness  had  often 
consoled  her  for  her  mother's  contemptuous  hanih- 
ness. 

The  lovers  soon  discovered  that  they  differed  upon 
other  and  no  less  important  topics.  Religion,  the 
mother  of  peace,  was,  in  those  davs  of  discord,  so 
much  misconstrued  and  mistaken,  that  her  rules  and 
forms  were  the  subject  of  the  most  opposite  opinions^ 
and  the  most  hostile  aniwositit®.  Tne  Lord  Keeper. 
l)eing  a  whig,  was,  of  coiu-se,  a  Presbyterian,  and  naa 
foimd  it  convenient,  at  different  periods,  to  express 
greater  zeal  for  the  kirk,  than  ptfrnaps  ho  really  felt. 
Ilis  faniily,  etjually  of  course,  were  trained  under  the 
same  institution.  Ravenswood,  as  we  know,  was  a 
Hi|;h-Church  man,  or  Episcopalian,  and  frequently 
objected  to  Lucy  the  fanaticism  of  some  of  her  own 
communion,  while  she  intimated,  rather  than  express- 
ed, horror  at  the  latitudinarian  principles  which  she 
had  been  taught  to  think  connected  with  the  prdatical 
form  of  church-ficovemmenL 

Thus,  although  their  mutual  affection  seemed  to 
increase  raUier  than  to  be  diminished,  as  their  charac- 
ters opened  rnore  fully  on  each  other,  the  feehngs  of 
each  were  mingled  with  some  less  ajrrecable  ingre- 
dients. Lucy  felt  a  secret  awe,  amid  all  her  af^tion 
for  Ravenswood.  His  soul  was  of  a  higher,  proiKier 
character,  than  those  with  whom  she  had  hitherto 
mixed  in  intercourse ;  his  ideas  were  more  fierce  and 
free ;  and  he  contemned  many  of  the  opinions  whidi 
had  been  inculcated  upon  her,  as  chieny  demanding 
her  yenerauon.  On  the  other  hand,  Ravenswood 
saw  in  Lucy  a  soft  and  flexible  character,  which,  in 
his  eves  at  least,  seemed  too  susceptible  of  being 
moulded  to  any  form  by  those  with  whom  she  Uvea. 
He  fejt  that  his  own  temper  required  a  partner  of  a 
more  independent  spirit,  who  could  set  sail  with  him 
on  his  course  of  life,  resolved  as  himself  to  dare 
indifferently  the  storm  and  the  favouring  breeze.  But 
Lucy  was  so  beautiful,  so  devoledlv  attached  to  him«. 
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of  a  temper  so  exquisitely  sofl  and  kind,  that^  while 
he  could  have  wisfied  it  were  possible  to  in^ire  her 
with  a  greater  degree  of  firmness  and  resolution,  and 
while  he  sometimes  became  impatient  of  the  extreme 
(ear  which  she  bad  expressed  of  their  attachment 
}M?tngpn;maturely  discovered,  he  felt  that  the  softness 
of  a  mind,  amocmting  almost  to  fecblenosa,  rend  end 
her  even  dearer  to  him,  as  a  bein^  who  had  voluntarily 
cJun^  to  him  for  protection,  and  made  bun  the  arbiter 
o(  her  fate  for  weal  or  wo.  His  feelinga  towards  her 
at  such  moments,  were  those  which  have  been  smco 
so  beautifully  expressed  by  our  immortal  Joanna 
Rajllie : 

"  Thcni  sweetejit  Uiinr. 

Tltat  e'er  did  fix  its  liflitly-flbred  cprer* 

To  tlie  rude  rock,  ah  I  woaltlit  thou  clinf  tome? 

Roo^rh  aod  ■torm-wom  I  am— jret  tovo  mc  a* 

Tlmu  tnii/  do(it,  I  wrill  love  Ibeoanin 

Willi  ifue  and  honeat  lteafi,tiiottcli  ail  unmeet 

To  (m  tlie  OMie  ofsucli  aweot  fooUenecs." 

Thus  the  very  points  in  which  they  difiercd,  seemed, 
in  some  measure,  to  ensure  the  continuance  of  iheir 
mutual  affection.  IC  indeed,  they  had  so  iiilly  appre- 
ciated each  other^s  character  betore  the  burst  of  pas- 
akm  in  which  thev  hastily  pledged  their  faith  to  each 
other,  Lucy  might  nave  feared  Ravenswood  too  much 
ever  to  have  loved  him,  and  he  mii^it  have  construed 
her  softness  and  docile  temper  as  imbecility,  rendering 
her  unworthy  of  liis  rej»ard.  But  they  stood  pledged  to 
each  other;  and  Lucv  otily  feared  that  her  lover's  pride 
might  one  day  teacn  him  to  re^ct  his  attachment ; 
Ravenswood,  that  a  mind  so  ductile  as  Lucy's  nii^ht, 
in  absence  or  difficulties,  be  iruluced,  by  the  intrcaties 
or  inAuence  of  those  around  her,  to  renounce  the 
ei^f^ement  she  had  formed. 

Do  not  fcar  it/*  said  Lucy,  when  upon  one  occa- 
»oa  a  hint  of  such  suspicion  escaped  her  lover ;  "  the 
mirrors  which  receive  the  reflection  of  all  successive 
objects  are  framed  of  hard  materials  hke  glass  or 
steel— the  softer  substances,  when  they  receive  an 
impDBSsion,  retain  it  undefaced." 

This  is  poetry,  Lucy,"  said  Ravenswood;  "and 
in  poetry  there  is  always  fallacy,  and  sometimes  fic- 
tion,*' 

*'Bdievo  me  then*  once  more  in  honest  prose,"  said 
Ijicy,  **that,  though  I  will  never  wed  man  without 
the  consent  of  my  parents,  yet  neither  force  nor  per- 
suasion shall  dispose  of  my  hand  till  you  renounce  the 
rwht  I  have  given  you  to  lu" 

The  lovers  hud  ample  time  for  such  explanations. 
Henry  was  now  more  seldom  their  companion,  being 
either  ti  most  unwiUing  attendant  upon  the  lessons 
of  his  tutor,  or  a  forward  volunteer  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  fbresters  or  gn)oms.  As  for  the  KoeF)er, 
his  mornings  were  spent  in  his  study,  maintaining 
correspondences  of  all  kinds,  and  balancing  in  his 
anxious  miml  the  various  intelligence  which  he  col- 
lected fiT>m  every  quarter  concerning  the  expected 
change  of  Scottish  politics,  and  the  probable  strength 
of  the  parties  who  were  about  to  struggle  for  power. 
At  other  times  he  busied  himself  about  arranging, 
and  coantermanding,  and  then  again  arranging,  the 
preparations    which    he  judged   necessary   for   the 

reception  of  the  Marquis  of  A ^  whose  arrival  had 

ham  twice  delayed  by  some  necessary  caus&of  deten- 
tion. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  various  avocations,  political 
and  domestic,  ho  seemed  not  to  observe  how  much 
his  daoghter  and  his  guest  were  thrown  into  cnoh 
other's  society,  and  was  censured  by  many  of  his 
neijghboars,  according  to  the  fashion  of  neighbours 
in  all  countries,  for  suffering  such  an  intimate  ton- 
nexion  to  take  place  betwixt  two  young  persons. 
'Rw  only  natural  explanation  was.  that  he  aesigned 
them  (breach  other;  while,  in  truth,  his  only  motive 
was  to  temporize  and  procrastinate,  imtil  he  should 
discover  the  real  extent  of  the  interest  which  the 
Marouis  took  in  Ravenswood's  afl'airs.  and  the  power 
wbicn  he  was  likely  to  possess  of  advancing  them. 
Until  these  points  snontd  be  made  both  clear  and  ma- 
nifest, the  Lord  Keeper  resolved  that  he  would  do 
nothing  to  commit  himself,  either  in  one  shape  or 
odier;  and,  like  many  cimning persons,  he  overreached 
himself  deplorably. 

Amongit  tboee  who  had  been  disposed  to  censure. 
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with  the  greatest  severity,  the  conduct  of  Sir  William 
Ashton,  in  pcmutting  the  prolonged  residence  of  Ra- 
venswood under  his  roof,  and  his  conntant  attendance 
on  Miss  Ashton,  was  the  new  Laird  of  Gimington, 
and  his  faithful  squire  and  bottle-holder,  personages 
formerly  well  known  to  us  by  the  names  of  Hayston 
and  Bucklaw,  and  his  companion  Captain  Craigen- 
I  gelt.  The  former  had  at  length  succeeded  to  the  ex- 
I  tensive  property  of  his  long-livtHl  grand-aunt,  and  to 
'  considerable  wealth  besides,  which  he  had  employed 
I  in  redeeming  his  paternal  acres,  (bv  the  tide  appi  i- 
taining  to  which  he  siill  chose  to  be  designated,)  not- 
withstanding Captain  Craigengelt  had  proposed  to 
him  a  most  advantageous  mode  of  vesting  the  money 
in  Law's  scheme,  which  was  just  then  broached,  and 
offered  his  services  to  travel  express  to  Paris  for  the 
purpose.  But  Bucklaw'had  so  far  derived  wisdom 
from  adversity,  that  he  would  listen  to  no  proposal 
which  Craigengelt  could  invent,  which  had  the 
slightest  tendency  to  risk  his  newly-acqnired  inde- 
pendence. He  that  had  once  eat  pease-bannocks, 
drank  sour  wine,  and  slept  in  the  secret  chamber  at 
Wolf's  Crag,  would,  he  said,  prize  good  cheer  and  a 
soft  bed  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  take  Q)ecial  caro 
never  to  need  such  hospitality  again. 

Craigengelt,  therefore,  found  liimself  disappointed 
in  the  first  hones  he  had  entertained  of  making  a  good 
hand  of  the  Laird  of  Bucklaw.  Still,  however,  ho 
reaped  many  advanfngi  s  from  his  friend's  good  for- 
tune. Bueklnw,  who  had  never  been  at  all  scrupulous 
in  choosing  his  companions,  was  accustomed  to,  and 
entertained  by  a  fellow,  whom  he  could  either  laugh 
with,  or  laugh  at,  as  he  had  a  mind,  who  would  take 
according  to  Scottish  phrase,  "the  bit  and  the  buffet," 
understood  all  sports,  whethjr  within  or  without 
doors,  and,  when  the  laird  had  a  mind  for  a  bottle  of 
wine,  (no  infrequent  circumstance,]  was  always  ready 
to  save  him  from  the  scandal  pi  getting  drunk  by 
himself.    Upon  these  terms  Craigengelt  was  the  fre- 

2uent,  almost  the  constant,  inmate  of  the  house  of 
rirnington. 

In  no  time,  and  under  no  possibility  of  circum- 
stances, couhl  good  have  been  derived  from  such  an 
intimacy,  however  its  bad  consequences  might  be 
qualified  by  the  thorough  knowledge  which  Bucklaw 
possessed  of  his  dependant's  character,  and  the  high 
contempt  in  which  he  held  it.  But  as  circumstances 
stood,  this  evil  communication  was  particularly  liable 
to  corrupt  what  good  principles  nature  had  implanted 
in  the  patron. 

Craigengelt  had  never  forgiven  the  scorn  with 
which  Ravenswood  had  torn  the  mask  of  courage 
and  honesty  from  his  countenance;  and  to  exasperate 
Bucklaw's  resentment  against  him,  was  the  safest 
mode  of  revenge  which  occurred  to  his  cowardly,  yet 
cunning  and  malignant  disposition. 

He  brought  up,  on  all  occasions,  the  story  of  the 
challenge  which  Ravenswood  had  declined  to  accept, 
and  endeavoured,  by  every  possible  insinuation,  to 
make  his  patron  believe  that  nis  honour  was  concern- 
ed in  bringing  that  matter  to  an  issue  by  a  preseiit 
discussion  with  Ravenswood.  But  respecting  this 
subject,  Bucklaw  imposed  on  him,  at  length,  a  pe- 
remptory command  of  silence. 

"I  think,"  he  said,  "the  Master  has  treated  me  un- 
like a  gentleman,  and  I  see  no  right  he  had  to  send 
me  back  a  cavalier  answer  when  I  demanded  the 
patisfnciion  of  one— But  he  gave  me  my  life  once— and, 
in  looking  the  matter  over  at  present,  I  put  myself  on 
equal  terms  with  him.  Should  he  cross  me  again,  I 
shall  consider  the  old  accompt  as  balancejd,  and  his 
Mastership  will  do  well  to  look  to  himself. 

"That  he  should,"  re-echoed  Crnigengelt;  "for 
when  you  are  in  practice,  Bucklaw,  I  would  bet  a 
mngnum  you  are  through  him  before  the  thml  pass. 

"Then  you  know  nothing  of  the  matter,"  said 
Bucklaw, '^  and  you  never  saw  him  fence." 

"And  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter?"  said  the 
deb^ndant— "  a  good  jest,  I  promise  you !— and  though 
I  jicver  saw  Ravenswotxl  fence,  have  I  not  been  at 
Monsieur  Sagoon's  school,  who  was  the  first  mailre 
cParmes  at  Paris;  and  have  I  not  been  at  Sl^or 
PoWs  at  Florence,  and  Meinhccr  Durchstossen  s  at 
Vienna,  and  have  I  not  seen  all  their  play?" 
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"I  don't  know  whether  you  have  or  not,"  said 
Buckiaw ;  "  but  what  about  it,  though  you  had  1" 

"Only  that  I  will  be  d — d  if  ever  I  saw  French, 
ItaUan,  or  High- Dutchman  ever  make  foot,  hand, 
and  eye,  keep  tune  half  so  well  as  you,  Buckiaw." 

"I  oelieve  you  Ue,  Craigie,"  saidT Buckiaw :  "how- 
ever, I  can  hold  my  own,  both  with  single  rapier, 
backsword,  sword  and  dagger,  broadsword,  or  case 
of  falchions— and  that's  as  much  as  any  gentleman 
need  know  of  the  matter." 

"  And  the  double  of  what  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hun- 
dred know,"  said  Craigengelt ;  "  they  learn  to  change 
a  few  thrusts  with  the  small  sword,  and  then,  for- 
sooth, they  understand  the  noble  art  ot  defence !  Now, 
when  I  was  at  Rouen  in  the  year  1695,  there  was  a 
Chevalier  de  Chapon  and  I  went  to  the  Opera,  where 
we  found  three  bits  of  English  birkies" 

"Is  it  a  long  story  you  are  going  to  tell ?" said 
Buckiaw,  interrupting  him  without  ceremony. 

"Just  as  you  like,"  answered  the  parasite,  "for  we 
made  short  work  of  it." 

"Then  I  like  it  short,"  said  BuckUw  ;  " is  it  seri- 
ous, or  merry?" 

"  Devilish  serious,  I  assure  you,  and  so  they  found 
it :  for  the  Chevalier  and  I" 

*'Then  I  don't  like  it  at  all,"  said  Buckiaw;  "so  fill 
a  bnmmer  of  my  auld  auntie's  claret,  rest  her  heart ! 
And,  as  the  Hielandman  says,  Skiock  dock  na 
skiaill."* 

"That  was  what  tough  old  Sir  Evan  Dhu  used  to 
say  to  me  when  I  was  out  with  the  metall'd  lad?  in 
1689.  '  Craigengelt,'  he  used  to  say, '  you  are  as  pn  t  ty 
a  fellow  as  ever  neld  steel  in  his  grip,  but  you  have 
one  fault' " 

"If  he  had  known  you  as  long  as  I  have  done," 
said  Buckiaw,  "  he  would  have  found  out  some  twenty 
more :  but  hang  long  stories,  give  us  your  toast, 
man." 

Craigengelt  rose,  went  a  tiptoe  to  the  door,  peeped 
out,  shut  it  carefully,  came  back  again — clapped  his 
famished  gold-laced  hat  on  one  side  of  his  head,  took 
his  glass  m  one  hand,  and  touching  the  hill  of  his 
hanger  with  the  other,  named,  "  The  King  over  the 
water." 

"I  tell  you  what  it  is.  Captain  Craigengelt,"  said 
Buckiaw  t  '  I  shall  keep  my  mind  to  myself  on  these 
subjects,  having  too  much  respect  for  the  memory  of 
my  venerable  aunt  Gimington  to  put  her  lands  and 
tenements  in  the  way  of  committing  treason  against 
established  authority.  Bring  me  King  James  to 
tdmburgh,  Captain,  wkh  thirty  thousand  men  at  his 
back,  and  1 11  tell  you  what  I  think  about  his  title ; 
but  aa  for  running  my  neck  into  a  noose,  and  my 
good  broad  lands  mto  the  statutory  petoaltics, '  in  that 
case  made  and  provided,'  rely  upon  it,  you  will  find 
me  no  such  fool.  So  when  you  mean  to  vapour  with 
your  hanger  and  your  dram-cup  in  support  of  trea- 
sonable toasts,  you  must  find  your  liquor  and  company 
cisewnere. 

"Well,  then,"  said  Craieengelt,  "name  the  toast 
youreeli;  and  be  it  what  it  like,  I'll  pledge  you,  were  it 
a  mile  to  the  bottom." 

.  "'i^'*^.]**i«i,vp  you  a  toast  that  deserves  it,  my 
boy,  said  Buckiaw;  "what  say  you  to  Miss  Lucy 
Ashton?" 

"  Up  with  it,"  said  the  Captam,  as  he  tossed  offhis 
bnmmer,  the  bonniest  lass  m  Lothian.  What  a  pity 
the  oldsneck-drawmg  whigamore,  her  father,  is  about 
to  throw  her  away  upon  that  rag  of  pride  and  beg- 
gar y^  the  Master  of  Ravenswood !" 

lliat's  not  quite  so  clear,"  said  Buckiaw,  in  a  tone, 
which,  though  it  seemed  indifferent,  excitwl  his  com- 
l»anion  s  eager  curiosity ;  and  not  that  only,  but  also 
Ills  hope  of  working  himself  into  some  sort  of  confi- 
dence, which  might  make  him  necessary  to  his  patron, 
heuig  by  no  means  satisfied  to  rest  on  mere  su^- 
ance,  U  he  could  form  by  art  or  industry  a  more  per- 
manent title  to  his  favour. 


I  thought,  said  he,  after  a  moment's  pause,  "  that 
was  a  settled  mattel^-thcy  are  continually  together, 
and  T^  rmn  "      ^  ^^^^^  of  betwixt  Lammerlaw 

of  boon,  companiofu, "  don't  pieach  over  yoor  liquor!"    "*'*'**^ 


"They  may  say  what  they  pkmse,"  replied  his 
patron.  ^*  but  I  know  better ;  and  I'll  give  you  Miss 
Lucy  Ashton's  health  again,  my  boy." 

"  And  I  would  drink  it  on  my  knee,"  said  Craigen 
gelt,  "if  I  thought  the  girl  had  the  spirit  to  jilt  that 
d— d  son  of  a  Spaniard.^' 

"I  am  to  request  you  will  not  use  the  word  jilt 
and  Miss  Ashton's  name  together,"  said  Buckiaw, 
gravely. 

"Jilt,  did  I  say ?— discard,  my  lad  of  acres— by 


Jov 


ti 


an 


e,  I  meant  to  say  discard,"  replied  Craigengelt ; 
id  I  hope  she'll  discard  him  like  a  smal!  card  at 


piquet,  and  take  in  the  King  of  Hearts,  my  boy  !— 
Butyet" 

"  But  what  ?"  said  his  patron. 

"But  yet  I  know  for  certain  they  are  hours  together 
alone,  and  in  the  woods  and  the  fields." 

"That's  her  foolish  father's  dotage— that  will  be 
soon  put  out  of  the  lass's  head,  if  it  ever  gets  into  it," 
answered  Buckiaw.  "  And  now  fill  your  glass  again, 
Captain,  I  am  going  to  make  you  happy— I  am  going 
to  let  you  into  a  secret— a  plot— a  noosmg  plot — only 
the  noose  is  but  typical." 

"A  marrying  matter*?"  said  Crai^engdt.  and  hi« 
jaw  fell  as  he  asked  the  question ;  lor  he  suspected 
that  matrimony  would  render  his  situation  at  Gim- 
ington much  more  precarious  than  during  the  joUy 
davs  of  his  patron's  bachelorhood. 

'Ay,  a  marriage,  man,"  said  Buckiaw ;  "  but  where- 
fore droops  thy  mighty  ^rit,  and  why  grow  the  rubies 
on  liiy  cheek  so  pale  7  The  board  will  have  a  comer, 
and  the  corner  will  have  a  trencher,  and  the  trencher 
will  have  a  glass  beside  it ;  and  the  board-end  shall 
be  filled,  and  the  trencher  and  the  glass  shall  br 
replenished  for  thee,  if  all  the  petticoats  in  Lothian 
had  sworn  the  contrary— What,  man  !  I  am  not  the 
bov  to  put  myself  into  leading  strings." 

',So  says  many  an  honest  fellow,"  said  Cra^^ 
engelt,  "  and  some  of  my  special  friends :  but,  cune 
me  if  I  knew  the  reason,  the  women  could  never  bear 
m&  and  always  contrived  to  trundle  me  out  of  favour 
before  the  honeymoon  was  over." 

"  If  you  could  have  kept  your  ground  till  that  was 
over,  you  might  have  made  a  good  year's  pensioD," 
said  Buckiaw. 

,  '*^ut  I  never  could,"  answered  the  dejected  para- 
site ;  "  there  was  my  Lord  Castle-Cuddy — we  were 
hand  and  glove— I  rode  his  horses— borrowed  money, 
both  for  and  from  him— trained  his  hawks,  and  taught 
him  how  to  lay  his  bets;  and  when  he  took  a  fancy 
of  mwTjring,  I  married  him  to  Katie  Glegg,  whom  I 
thought  myself  as  sure  of  as  man  could  be  of  woman. 
Egad  she  had  me  out  of  the  house,  as  if  I  had  run  on 
wheels,  within  the  first  fortnight  !'* 

"  Well !"  repUed  Buckiaw,  "  I  think  I  have  nothing 
of  Castle-Cuddy  about  me,  or  Lucy  of  Katie  Glegg. 
But  you  see  tlie  thing  will  go  on  whether  you  like  it  or 
no — the  only  question  is,  will  vou  be  useful  7" 

"  Useful  ?"  exclaimed  the  Captain ;— "  and  to  {bet, 
my  lad  of  lands,  my  darling  boy,  whom  I  would 
tramp  barefooted  through  the  world  for  7— name  time, 
place,  mode,  and  circumstances,  and  see  if  I  will  not 
be  useful  in  all  uses  that  can  be  devised." 

"Why,  then,  you  must  ride  two  hundred  miles  for 
me. '  said  the  patron. 

*  A  thousand,  and  call  them  a  flea's  leap,"  answered 
the  dependant ;  "  I'll  cause  saddle  my  horse  directly." 
Better  slay  till  you  know  where  you  are  to  go, 
and  what  you  are  to  do,"  quoth  Buckiaw.  "lou 
know  I  have  a  kinswoman  in  Northumberland,  Ladv 
Blenkensop  by  name,  whose  ohl  acquaintance  I  had 
the  misfortime  to  lose  in  the  period  of  my  jtoverty,  but 
the  light  of  whose  countenance  shone  forth  upon  me 
when  the  sun  of  my  prosocriiy  be^an  to  arise." 

"D-^n  all  such  double-faced  jades !''  exclaimed 
Craigengelt,  heroically;  "this  I  will  say  for  John 
Craigengelt,  that  he  is  his  friend's  friend  through  good 
report  and  bad  report,  poverty  and  riches ;  and  yoa 
know  something  of  that  yourself,  Buckiaw." 
»tT  J    ^^^  '^^  forgot  your  merits,"  said  his  patron; 

I  do  remember,  that,  in  my  extreinilies,  you  had  a 
mmd  to  crimp  me  for  the  service  of  the  French  king, 
or  of  the  Pretender;  and,  moreover,  that  you  after- 
wards lent  me  a  score  of  pieces,  when,  as  1  firmly 
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believe,  yoa  had  heard  the  news  that  old  Lady  Gir- 
nington  nad  a  touch  of  the  dead  palsy.  But  don't  be 
downcast,  John ;  I  believe,  after  all  you  like  me  very 
well  in  your  way,  and  it  is  my  misfortune  to  have  no 
better  counsellor  at  present.  To  return  to  this  Lady 
Blenkenmp,  you  must  know  she  is  a  close  confederate 
of  Onchess  Sarah." 

*'  What !  of  Sail  Jennings  T*  exclaimed  Craigen- 
gelt :  "  then  she  must  be  a  good  one." 

"Hold  your  tongue,  and  Keep  your  Tory  rants  to 
yoursplf,  il  it  bo  possible,"  said  Bucklaw ;  I  tell  you, 
that  through  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough  has  this 
Northurabnan  cousin  of  mine  become  n  crony  of 
Lady  Ashton,  the  Keeper's  wife,  or.  I  may  say,  the 
Lora  Keeper's  Lady  Keeper,  and  she  has  favoured 
Lady  Blenkensop  vnih  a  visit  on  her  return  from 
London,  and  is  just  now  at  her  old  mansion-house  on 
the  banks  of  the  Wansbeck.  Now,  sir,  as  it  has  been 
the  we  and  wont  of  these  ladies  to  consider  their 
hnc^bands  as  of  no  importance  in  the  manni?emcnt  of 
their  own  families,  il  has  been  their  present  pleasure, 
without  consultinji?  Sir  William  Ashton.  to  put  on  the 
tapig  a  matrimonial  alliance,  to  be  concluded  bt^-tween 
Lucf  Ashton  and  my  own  ri;?ht  honourable  self.  Lady 
Ashton  acting  a  self-constituted  plenipotentinrv  on 
the  part  of  her  daughter  and  husband,  and  Mother 
Blenkensop,  equally  unaccredited,  doing  mo  the  ho- 
nour to  be  my  representative.  You  may  suppose  I 
was  a  little  astonished  when  I  found  that  jf  treaty,  in 
which  I  was  so  considerably  interested,  had  advanced 
a  good  way  before  I  was  even  consulted." 

*Capot  me  if  I  think  that  was  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  game,"  said  his  confidant ;  "  and  pray, 
what  answer  did  you  return  T' 

"Why.  my  first  thought  was  to  send  the  treaty  to 
the  devil,  and  the  negotiators  along  with  it,  for  a 
couple  of  meddling  old  women ;  iny  next  was  to  laugh 
very  heartily ;  and  ray  third  ani  last  was  a  settled 
opinion  that  the  thing  wa«  reasonable,  and  would  suit 
rae  well  enough.'^ 

"Why,  I  thought  yoa  had  never  seen  the  wench 
but  once— and  then  she  had  her  riding-mask  on— I 
am  sure  you  told  me  so." 

"  Ay— out  I  liked  her  very  well  then.  And  Ravens- 
wood  s  diriy  usage  of  me — shutting  me  out  of  doors 
to  dine  with  the  lackeys,  because  ne  had  the  Lord 
KeOTer,  forsooth,  and  his  daughter,  to  be  guests  in 
his  be^rly  castle  of  starvation— D—n  me,  Craigen- 
gpltj  if  1  ever  forgive  him  till  I  play  him  as  good  a 
tnck  f 

"No  more  you  shoiUd,  if  you  are  a  lad  of  mettle," 
saw  Craigengelt,  the  matter  now  taking  a  turn  in 
which  he  could  sympathize:  "and  if  you  carry  this 
wench  from  him,  it  will  break  his  heart." 

'That  it  will  not,"  said  Bucklaw;  "his  heart  is 
all  steeled  over  with  reason  and  philosophy— things 
wat  you.  Cragie,  know  nothing  about  more  than  my- 
self God  help  me — But  it  will  break  his  pride,  though, 
and  that's  vrhat  I'm  driving  at." 

Distance  me,"  said  Craigengelt,  "but  I  know 
the  reason  now  of  his  unmannerly  behaviour  at  his 
end  tumble-down  tower  yonder— Ashamed  of  your 
con^panyl— no,  no  l—Qna.  he  was  afiraid  you  would 
cut  m  and  carry  off  the  girl." 

Eh!  Craigengelt 7"  said  Bucklaw— "do  you  really 
thmk  80 '^— but  no,  no !— he  is  a  devilish  deal  prettier 
»n»nihan  I  am." 

Who— he  ?"  exclaimed  the  parasite-"  he's  as  black 
J^  the  crook ;  and  for  his  size— he's  a  tall  fellow,  to 

be  wre— but  give  me  a  light,  stout,  middle-sized" 

j^    Plague  on  thee !"  said  BucRlaw,  interrupting  him, 

and  on  me  for  listening  to  you !— you  would  say  as 
much  if  I  were  hunch-backed.  But  as  to  Ravcns- 
wood-^ie  has  kept  no  terms  with  me — I'll  keep  none 
with  him— if  I  can  win  this  girl  from  him,  I  will  win 
her.'* 

"  Win  her  7— 'sblood,  you  shall  win  her,  point, 
<nwit,  and  quatorze,  my  king  of  trumps— you  shall 
P*W  repiqup,  and  capot  him/' 

Prithee,  sujp  thv  ^mbling  cant  for  one  instant," 
pJd  Bucklaw.  "  Things  have  come  thus  far,  that  I 
have  entertained  the  proposal  of  my  kinswoman, 
agreed  to  the  terms  of  jointure,  amount  of  fortune, 
^  so  forth,  and  that  the  aifair  is  to  go  forward 


when  Lady  Ashton  comes  down,  for  she  takes  her 
daughter  and  her  son  in  her  own  hand.  Now  they 
want  me  to  send  up  a  confiti*  ntial  person  ^ith  some 
writings." 

"  By  this  good  wina  I'll  ride  to  the  end  of  the 
world— the  very  gates  of  Jericho,  and  the  UMlgment- 
seat  of  Prcster  John,  for  thee !"  ejaculated  the  Cap- 
tain. 

"  Why,  I  believe  you  would  do  something  for  me. 
and  a  great  deal  for  yourself.  Now,  any  one  could 
carry  the  writings ;  but  you  will  have  a  little  more  to 
do.  Vou  must  contrive  to  drop  out  before  my  Lady 
Ashton,  just  as  if  it  were  a  matter  of  little  conse- 
quence, the  residence  of  Ravcnswood  at  her  hus- 
band's house,  and  his  close  intercourse  with  Miss 
Ashton ;  and  you  may  tell  her^  that  all  the  country 

talks  of  a  visit  from  the  Marquis  of  A v  as  it  is 

supposed,  to  make  up  the  match  betwixt  Kavenjh 
wood  and  her  daughter.  I  should  Uke  to  hear  what 
she  says  to  all  this;  for,  rat  me,  if  I  have  any  idea 
of  starting  for  the  plate  at  all  if  Ravenswood  is  to 
win  the  race,  and  he  has  odds  against  me  already." 

"  Never  a  bit— the  wenoh  has  too  much  sense— and 
in  that  belief  I  drink  her  health  a  third  tinip;  and, 
were  lime  and  place  fitting,  I  would  drink  it  on 
bended  knees,  and  he  that  would  not  pledge  me,  I 
would  make  hi<*guts  garter  his  stockinqp." 

"  Hark  ye,  Craigengelt :  as  you  arc  going  into  the 
society  of  women  of  rank,''  said  Bucklaw,  "Til  tharik 
you  to  forget  your  strange  blackeuard  oaths  and 
damme's— I'll  write  to  them,  though,  that  you  are  a 
blunt  untaught  fellow."  . 

"Ay,  ay,  replied  Craisengelt;  "a  plain,  blunt, 
honi    f  fUiwnrignt  soldier. 

"  Not  too  honest  nor  too  much  of  the  soldier 
neither ;  but  such  as  thou  art,  it  is  my  luck  to  need 
thee,  for  I  must  have  spurs  put  to  Lady  Ashton's 
motions." 

"  I'll  dash  them  up  to  the  rowel-heads,**  said 
Craigengelt ;  "  she  shall  come  here  at  the  gallop,  like 
a  cow  chased  by  a  whole  nest  of  hornets,  and  her 
tail  twisted  over  her  rump  like  a  corkscrew." 

"And  hear  ye,  Craigie,"  said  Bucklaw;  "your 
boots  and  doublet  are  good  enough  to  drink  in.  as  tho 
man  says  in  the  play,  but  they  are  somewhat  tw 
greasy  for  tea-table  service— pritnee^  get  thyself  a  lit- 
tle better  rigged  out,  and  here  is  to  pay  all  charges.'* 

"  Nay,  Bucklaw— on  my  soul,  man— you  use  me 
ill— However,"  adde'd  Craigrngelt,  pocketing  the 
money,  "if  you  wijl  have  me  so  far  indebted  to  you, 
I  must  be  conforn^ing." 

"  Well,  horse  and  away  1"  said  the  patron,  so  soon 
as  you  have  got  your  riding  livery  m  trim.  You  may 
ride  tjje  black  crop-ear— and,  hark  ye,  I'll  make  you  a 
present  of  him  to  boot." 

"I  drink  to  the  good  luck  of  my  mission,"  an- 
swered the  ambassador,  "  in  a  half-pmt  bumper.'* 

"  I  thank  ye,  Craigie,  and  pledge  you— I  see  nothmg 
against  it  but  the  father  or  the  girl  taking  a  ttuitmin. 
and  I  am  told  the  mother  can  wind  them  both  round 
her  little  finder.  Take  care  not  to  affront  her  with 
any  of  your  jacobile  jargon. 

"  O  ay,  true — she  is  a  whig,  and  a  friend  ©fold  Sail 
of  Marloorough- thank  my  stars,  I  can  hoist  any 
colours  at  a  pinch.  I  have  fought  as  hard  und'^r  John 
Churchill  as  ever  I  did  under  Dundee  or  the  Duke  of 
Berwick." 

"  I  verily  believe  you,  Craigie,"  said  the  lord  of  the 
nwusion;  "  but,  Craigie,  do  you,  prav,  step  down  to 
the  cellar,  and  fetch  us  up  a  bottle  o(  the  Burgundy, 
1678— it  is  in  the  fourth  bin  from  tho  nght-hand 
turn— And  I  say,  Craigie,  you  may  fetch  up  ha  f-a- 
dozen  whilst  you  are  about  h.— Egad,  we  11  make  a 
night  on't!" 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

And  ioon  thojr  spied  tho  merry-men  groen, 
And  eke  tl»e  coacti  and  four. 

Duke  i9>ra  Duke. 

CRAiaENQKLT  sct  forth  on  his  mission  so  soon  as 
his  equipage  was  complete,  prosecuted  his  journey 
with  all  diligence,  and  accomplished  his  commi^on 
with  all  the  dexterity  for  which  Bucklaw  had  given 
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him  credit  As  he  arrived  with  credentials  from  Mr. 
HaysU>n  of  Bucklaw,  he  was  extremely  welcome  to 
bota  ladies ;  and  those  who  are  prejudiced  in  favour 
of  a  new  acquaintance  can,  for  a  time  at  least, 
discover  exce  lonces  m  his  very  faults,  and  perfec- 
tions in  his  deficiencies.  Although  both  ladies  were 
accustomed  to  good  society,  yet  oein^  predetermined 
to  find  out  an  agreeable  and  well-behaved  gentleman 
in  Mr.  H  ays  ton  s  friend,  they  succeeded  wonderftilly 
in  imposing  on  themselves.  It  is  true  that  Craigen- 
gcll  was  now  handsomely  dressed,  and  that  was  a 
point  of  no  small  consequence.  But.  independent  of 
outward  show,  his  blackguard  imnudence  of  address 
was  construed  into  honourable  blunt ness,  becoming 
liis  supposed  miUtary  profession ;  his  hectoring  passed 
for  courage,  and  his  sauciness  for  wit.  I^est,  however, 
any  one  should  think  this  a  violation  of  probabihty, 
we  must  add,  in  fairness  to  the  two  ladiesu  that  their 
discernment  was  greatly  blinded,  and  their  favour 
propitiated,  by  the  opportune  arrival  of  Captain  Craig- 
enjf^clt  in  the  moment  when  they  were  longing  for  a 
tbu'd  hand  to  make  a  party  at  tredrille,  in  which,  as 
in  all  games,  whether  of  chance  or  skill,  that  worthy 
person  was  a  great  proficient. 

When  he  found  himself  estabUshed  in  favour,  his 
next  point  was  how  best  to  use  it  for  the  furtherance 
of  his  patron's  views.  He  found  Lady  Ar.hton  pre- 
poesesscd  strongly  in  favour  of  the  motion,  which 
Lady  Blenkensop,  partly  from  regard  to  her  kins- 
man, partly  from  the  spirit  of  match-making,  had 
not  hesitated  to  propose  to  her ;  so  that  his  task  was 
an  easy  one.  Bucklaw,  refopned  from  his  prodigality, 
was  just  the  sort  of  husband  which  she  desired  to 
have  for  her  shepherdess  of  Lammermoor ;  and  while 
the  marriage  gave  her  an  easy  fortune,  and  a  respec- 
table country  gentleman  for  her  husband.  Lady  Ash- 
ton  was  of  opinion  that  her  destinies  would  be  fully 
and  most  favourably  accomplished.  It  so  chancea. 
also,  that  Bucklaw,  among  his  new  acquisitions,  had 
gained  the  management  of  a  little  political  interest 
in  a  neighbouring  county,  where  the  Douglas  family 
originally  held  large  possessions.  It  was  one  of  the 
buaom-hopes  of  Lady  Ashton,  that  her  eldest  son, 
Sholto,  should  represent  this  county  in  the  British 
Parliament,  and  she  saw  this  alliance  with  Bucklaw 
as  a  circumstance  which  might  be  highly  favourable 
10  her  wishes. 

Oaigengelt,  who  in  his  way  by  no  means  wanted 
sa^city,  no  sooner  discovered  in  what  quarter  tiie 
wmd  of  LadyAshton's  wishes  sate,  than  he  trimmed 
his  course  accordingly.  "There  was  little  to  prevent 
Bucklaw  himself  from  sitting  for  the  county— he  must 
carry  the  heat— must  walk  the  course.  Two  cou- 
sins-german— six  more  distant  kinsmen,  his  factor 
and  his  chamberlain,  were  all  hollow  voles— fftid  the 
Girnington  interest  had  always  carried,  betwixt  love 
and  fear,  about  as  many  more.  But  Bucklaw  cared 
no  more  about  riding  the  first  horse,  and  that  sort  of 
thin^  than  he,  Craigengelt,  did  about  a  ^me  at 
hirkie — it  was  a  pity  his  interest  was  not  m  good 
guidance." 

All  this  Lady  Ashton  drank  in  with  willing  and 
attentive  ears,  resolving  internally  to  be  herself  the 
person  who  should  talce  the  management  of  the 
political  influence  of  her  destined  son-in-law.  for  the 
benefit  of  her  eldest  bom,  Sholto,  and  all  other  par- 
ties concerned. 

When  he  found  her  ladyship  thus  favourably  dis- 
posed, the  Captain  proceeded,  to  use  his  employer's 
phrase,  to  set  spurs  to  her  resolution,  by  hinting  at 
the  situation  of  matters  at  Ravenswoodf  Castle,  the 
long  residence  which  the  heir  of  that  family  had 
made  with  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  the  reports  which 
(though  he  would  bed— d  ere  he  gave  credit  to  any  of 
them)  had  been  idly  cu-culated  in  the  neighbourhood. 
It  was  not  the  Captain's  cue  to  appear  himself  to  be 
uneasy  on  the  subicct  of  these  rumours;  but  he  easily 
saw  from  Lady  Ash  ton's  flushed  cheek,  hesitating 
voice|.  and  flashing  eye,  that  she  had  cau^t  the  alarm 
which  he  intended  to  communicate.  She  had  not 
beard  from  her  husband  so  often  or  so  regularly  as 
she  thought  him  bound  in  duty  to  have  written,  and 
of  this  very  interesting  intelligence,  concerning  his 
visit  to  the  ToM^er  of  Wolfs  Crag,  and  the  guest  I 


wiiom,  with  such  cordiaUty,  he  had  received  at  Ra- 
venswood  Castle,  ho  had  nmered  his  lady  to  remain 
altogether  ignorant,  until  she  now  learned  it  by  the 
chance  information  of  a  stran^r.  Such  conceal- 
ment approached,  in  her  apprchensionB»  to  a  mis- 
prision, at  least,  of  treason,  u  not^o  actual  rd>elhofi 
against  her  matrimonial  authority;  and  in  her  inwa^<^ 
soul  did  she  vow  to  take  vengeance  on  the  Lonl 
Keeper,  as  on  a  subject  delected  m  meditating  revolt. 
Her  indignation  burned  the  more  fiercely,  as  flie 
found  herself  obliged  to  suppress  it  in  pr^ence  of 
Lady  Blenkensop,  the  kinswoman,  and  of  Craiatrn- 
gelt,  the  confidential  friend  of  Bucklaw,  of  whose 
alliance  she  now  became  trebly  desirous^  since  it  oc 
curred  to  her  alarmed  imagination,  that  her  husbaod 
might,  in  his  policy  or  timidity,  prefer  that  of  Ra- 
venswood. 

The  Captain  was  engineer  enough  to  discover 
that  the  train  was  fired ;  and  therefore  heard,  in  the 
course  of  the  same  day,  without  the  least  surprise, 
that  Lady  Ashton  had  resolved  to  abriil^  her  visit  to 
Lady  Blenkensop,  and  set  forth  with  the  peep  of 
morning  on  her  return  to  Scotland,  usiiig  all  the  des- 
patch which  the  state  of  the  roads,  ancf  the  mode  of 
travelling,  would  possibly  permit. 

Unhappy  Lord  Keeper !— Utile  was  he  aware  what 
a  storm  was  trave'.hng  towards  him  in  all  the  ^Jeed 
with  which  an  old-fashioned  coach  and  six  euuld 
possibly  achieve  its  journey.    He,  like  Don  Gayferos. 

forgot  his  lady  fair  and  true,"  and  was  only  anxious 

about  the  expected  visit  of  the  Marquis  of  A . 

Soothfast  tidings  had  assured  him  that  this  nobleman 
was  at  length,  and  without  faiL  to  honour  his  castle 
at  one  in  the  afternoon,  being  a  late  dinner  hour ;  and 
inuch  was  the  bustle  in  consequence  of  the  annuncia- 
tion. The  Lord  Keeper  traversed  the  chambers,  held 
consultation  with  the  butler  in  the  cellars,  and  ev«A 
ventured,  at  the  risk  of  a  dSmelS  with  a  cook,  of  a 
spirit  lofty  enough  to  scorn  the  admonitions  of  Ladr 
Ashton  herself,  to  peep  into  the  kitchen.  Satii^^ 
at  length,  that  every  thing  was  in  as  active  a  tnan  of 
preparation  as  was  possible,  he  summoned  Ravoi^- 
wood  and  his  daughter  to  walk  upon  the  terrace,  (ox 
the  purpose  of  watching,  from  that  commanaia2 
position,  the  eariiest  symptoms  of  his  lonlship'^  ap- 
proach. For  this  purpose,  with  slow  and  idle  step,  at 
paraded  the  terrace,  which,  flanked  with  a  heat)' 
stone  battlement,  stretched  in  front  of  the  cmsw 
upon  a  level  with  the  first  story;  while  visiters  found 
access  to  the  court  by  a  projecting  gate- way,  the  bar- 
tizan or  flat-leaded  roof  of  which  was  acoesable 
from  the  terrace  by  an  easy  flight  of  low  and  btoad 
steps.  The  whole  bora  a  resemblance  partly  to  « 
castle,  partly  to  a  nobleman's  seat;  and  though  cal- 
culated, in  some  respects,  for  a  defence,  evinced  that 
it  had  been  C4)nslracle<l  under  a  sense  of  the  powtr 
and  security  of  the  ancient  Lords  of  Ravenswood. 

This  pleasant  walk  commanded  a  beautiful  and  ci- 
tensive  view.  But  what  was  most  to  our  prestnt 
purpose,  there  were  seen  from  the  terrace  two  roadi^ 
one  leading  from  the  east,^  and  one  from  the  west- 
ward, whichj  crossing  a  ndge  opposed  to  the  emi- 
nence on  which  the  castle  stood,  at  different  angle^ 
gradually  approached,  each  other,  unlU  they  jotntfi 
not  far  from  the  gate  of  the  avenue.  It  was  to  the 
westward  approach  that  the  Lord  Keeper,  from  a 
sort  of  fidcetmg  anxiety,  his  daughter,  from  ooid- 
plaisanue  to  him,  and  Ravenswopd,  though  feeling 
some  symptoms  of  internal  impatience^  out  of  com- 
plaisance to  his  daughter,  directed  their  eyes  to  sw 
the  precursors  of  the  JVIaniuis's  approach. 

These  were  not  long  of  presenting  themsdvfs- 
Two  running  footmen,  dressed  in  white,  with  black 
jockey-caps,  and  long  slafls  in  their  handjs,  headai 
the  train:  arid  such  was  their  agihty,  that  they  found 
no  difficulty  in  keeping  the  necessary  advance,  wbicfc 
the  etiquette  of  their  station  r«iuired,  before  tno  car- 
riage and  horsemen.  Onward  they  canie  at  a  k)ap 
swinging  trot,  arguing  unwearied  spee<l  in  their  long- 
breathed  calling.  Such  running  lootmen  are  ofttn 
nllude<l  to  in  old  plays,  (I  would  parlirularly  instanef 
"  Middleton's  Mad  World  my  Masters,")  amlpeThnp* 
may  be  still  remembered  by  some  old  persons  m  Sci>«- 
land,  as  part  of  the  retinue  of  the  ancient  nobiliiT 
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when  (niveUin^  in  full  ceremony.*  Behind  these 
sl«ncing  mdeore,  who  footed  ii  as  if  the  Avenger  of 
Blood  bad  been  belli nd  thcin,  came  a  cloud  of  dust, 
ra  I  sal  t)y  riders  who  preceded,  attended,  or  followed, 
ilie  state-carriage  of  die  Marquis. 

Theprivile^of  nobility,  in  those  days,  had  some- 
ihin^  in  it  impressive  on  the  imagination.  The 
(ire*»cs  and  liveries  and  number  of  their  attendants, 
their  style  of  iravelliiis,  the  imposing,  and  almost 
wnHtke  air  of  the  armed  men  who  surrounded  them, 
placod  them  far  above  the  laird,  who  travelled  with 
his  brace  of  footmen;  and  as  to  rivalry  from  the 
fnercaniile  part  of  the  community,  these  would  as 
a»n  have  ihouj^ht  of  imitating?  the  state  equipajre 
of  the  Sovereign.  At  present  it  is  diHerenl;  and  I 
myself,  Peter  rattieson,  in  a  late  journey  to  Edin- 
burgh, had  the  honour,  m  the  mail-coach  phrase,  to 
'•f:haiise  a  1^'  with  a  peer  of  the  realm.  If  was  not 
so  in  the  days  of 'which  1  write;  and  the  Marquis's 
approach,  so  long  expected  in  vain,  now  took  place 
in  the  full  pomp  of  ancient  aristocracy.  Sir  William 
Ashton  was  so  much  interested  in  what  he  beheld, 
andia  considering  the  ceremonial  of  reception  in  case 
aoydncumstancc  had  been  omitted,  that  he  scarce 
heard  his  son  Htiiry  exclaim,  "There  is  another 
t-nach  and  six  coming  down  the  east  road,  papa — can 
the)'  both  belong  to  the  Martiuis  of  A T 

At  length,  when  the  youngster  had  fairly  compelled 

his  attention  by  pulling  his  sleeve, 

"  He  tum«d  his  ep^,  and,  as  ho  tum'd,  rarvey'd 
AatMrftil  vuton." 

Sore  enough,  another  coach  and  six,  with  four 
-vrrants  or  out-riders  in  attendance,  was  descending 
the  hill  from  the  eastward,  at  such  a  pace  as  made  it 
«i«ibtful  which  of  the  carriages  thus  approaching 
from  diffi;rent  quarters  wouJd  first  reach  the  gate  at 
the  extremity  of  the  avenue.  The  one  coach  was 
STKn,  the  other  blue ;  and  not  the  green  and  blue 
chariots  in  the  Circus  of  Rome  or  Constantinople  ex- 
cited more  tunnoil  among  the  citizens  than  the  double 
appirtiion  occasioned  in  the  mind  of  the  Lord  Keeper. 
Wc  all  remember  the  terrible  exclamation  of  the  dying 
irofligate,  when  a  friend,  to  destroy  what  he  supposed 
ihc  hypochondriac  idea  of  a  spectre  appearing  in  a 
tvrtain  shape  at  a  given  hour,  placed  before  him  a  per- 
s«m  dxeasea  ud  in  the  manner  he  described.  "i1/on 
f>i«if*  aaid  the  expiring  sinner,  who^  it  seems,  saw 
both  the  nad  and  polygraphia  apparition— "i/  y  en  a 
dtuxf* 

The  surprise  of  the  Lord  Keeper  was  scarcely  less 
iinpleaeing  at  the  duplication  of  the  expected  arrival ; 
hjs  mind  mi^^ve  him  strangely.  There  was  no 
Dti^bour  who  would  have  approached  so  uncere- 
moniouslv,  at  a  time  when  ceremony  was  held  in  such 
teaecL  It  must  be  F^ady  Ashton,  said  his  conscience, 
and  followed  up  the  hint  with  an  anxious  anticipation 
of  the  purpose  of  her  sudden  and  unannounced  return. 
He  felt  that  he  was  caught  "in  the  manner."  That 
the  company  in  which  she  had  so  unluckily  surprised 
him  was  Hkely  to  be  highly  distasteful  to  her,  there 
was  no  question ;  and  tlie  only  hope  which  remained 
fijr  hira  wa«  her  high  sense  of  dignitied  propriety, 
which,  be  trusted,  might  prevent  a  public  explosion. 
Bat  80  active  were  his  doubts  i^id  fears,  as  altogether 

*  (Iwaapod  I,  Jedediali  CJeiohbotliam,  craTo  leavo  to  remark, 

priae,  which  ngniben,  in  the  firet  place,  that,  having  in  vain 

ift)iiiivd  «t  ttot  Circulating  Librar}^  in  Gandercleueh,  albeit  it 

2^<"dnM  io  iiinilar  vanities,  for  this  Bamjm  Middleton  and  hid 

Mad  WorkL  it  waa  at  length  shown  unto  me  amongst  other 

•Bc^vt  foolerioa  carefully  compiled   by  one  Dodsley,  who, 

'JuubUns  hath  his  reward  for  neglect  of  precious  time ;  ana 

liarinjr  mbaaod  so  much  of  mine  as  was  necessary  for  the  pur- 

posft,  I  Uierein  found  tiiat  a  nlayman  in  brought  m  as  a  foot- 

ra«Y  whore  a  luigtit  is  made  to  greet  facetiously  wiUi  the 

epithet  of  "lineo  stocking,  and  tlirec-soore  miles  a-day." 

Sorewto.  (which  is  secondly  in  the  vernacular,)  under  Mr. 
PWta»o*s  teoor.  ioino  men  not  altogether  so  old  as  ho  would 
ropfuuit  ttmm,  do  remember  this  species  of  menial,  or  fore- 
nmoor.  la  otMbqcb  of  which,  I,  Jedediah  Cleislibotham,  though 
mine  eyes  yet  <to  me  good  service,  remembor  me  to  have  seen 
wjf  of  this  tr%e  clothed  in  white,  and  bearinx  a  staff,  who  ran 
oaiiy  before  Ibe  ^tativcoach  of  Uie  umquhile  John,  Earl  of 
Hopetop,  (ather  of  Uiis  Earl,  Charle*.  that  now  ii ;  unto  whom 
t  au/  be  justly  caid.  that  Renown  jAnyoth  the  part  of  a  mo- 
aiaf  Motntao,  or  precursor ;  and,  a«  the  poet  singeth— 

"  Bfars  standing  by  asserts  his  qnarrel, 
AaU  Fame  fliea  aller  witb  a  laurel," 


to  derange  his  purposed  ceremonial  for  the  reception 
of  the  Martinis. 

Theso  feelings  of  apprehension  were  not  confined 
to  Sir  William  Ashton.  "It  is  my  mother— it  is  iny 
mother!"  saidX-ucy,  turning  as  pale  as  ashes,  and 
clasping  her  hands  together  as  she  looked  at  Ravens- 
wood. 

"  And  if  it  be  Lady  Ashton,"  said  her  lover  to  her 
in  a  low  tone,  "  what  can  be  the  occasion  of  such 
alarm  ?— Surely  the  return  of  a  lady  to  the  family 
from  which  she  has  been  so  long  absent,  shoidd  ex- 
cite other  sen^tions  than  those  of  fear  and  dismay." 

"  Vou  do  not  know  mv  mother,"  said  Miss  Ashton, 
in  a  tone  almobt  breathless  with  terror;  **  what  wm 
she  say  when  she  sees  you  in  this  place !" 

"  My  stay  has  been  too  long/'  said  Ravenswood, 
8ome\yhal  haughtily,  "if  her  displeasure  at  my  pre- 
sence is  likely  to  be  so  formidable.  My  dear  Lucy," 
he  resumed,  m  a  tone  of  soothing  encouragement, 
"you  are  loo  childishly  afraid  of  Lady  Ashton ;  she 
is  a  woman  of  family— a  lady  of  fashwn— a  person 
who  must  know  the  world,  and  what  is  due  to  her 
husband  and  her  husband's  guests." 

Lucy  shook  her  head ;  ana,  as  if  her  mother,  still 
at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile,  could  have  seen  and 
scrutinized  her  deportment,  she  withdrew  herself 
fnmi  beside  llavenswood,  and^  taking  her  brother 
Henry's  arm,  led  him  to  a  different  part  of  the  ter- 
race. The  Keeper  also  shuffled  down  towards  the 
portal  of  the  great  gate,  without  inviting  Ravens- 
wood  to  accompany  him,  and  thus  he  remained 
standing  alone  on  the  terrace,  deserted  and  shimned, 
as  it  were  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  mansion. 

This  suit«i  not  the  mood  of  one  who  was  proud  in 
proportion  to  his  poverty,  and  who  thought  that,  in 
sncriflcin"?  his  deep-rooted  resentment  so  far  as  to 
become  bir  William  Ashton's  guest,  he  conferred  a 
favour  and  received  none.  "  I  can  forgive  Lucy,"  he 
said  to  himself;  "she  is  young,  timid,  and  conscious 
of  an  important  engagement  assumed  without  her 
motlierjs  sanction ;  yet  she  should  remember  with 
whom  it  has  been  assumed,  and  leave  me  no  reason 
to  su^cct  that  she  is  ashamed  of  her  choice.  For 
the  Keeper,  sense,  spirit,  and  expr^sion  seem  to 
have  left  his  face  and  manner  since  ho  had  the  first 
glimpse  of  Lady  Ashton's  carriage.  I  must  watch 
how  this  is  to  end ;  and,  if  they  give  me  reason  to 
think  myself  an  unwelcome  guest,  my  visit  is  soon 
abridged." 

With  these  suspicions  floating  on  hie  mind;  he  left  tho 
terrace,  and,  walking  towards  the  stables of^thc  castle^ 
gave  directions  that  iiis  horse  should  be  kept  in  readi'^ 
ness,  in  case  he  should  have  occasion  to  ride  abroad. 

In  the  mean  while  the  drivers  of  the  two  carriages, 
the  approach  of  which  had  occasioned  so  much  dis- 
may at  the  castle,  had  become  aware  of  each  other's 
PIpsence,  as  they  approached  upon  different  lines  ta 
the  head  of  the  avenue,  as  a  common  centre.  Lad/ 
Ashton's  driver  and  postilions  instantly  received 
orders  to  get  foremost,  if  possible,  her  ladyship  being 
desirous  of  despatching  her  first  interview  whh  her 
husband  before  the  amval  of  these  guests,  whoever 
they  might  happen  to  be.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
coachman  of  the  Marquis,  conscious  of  his  own  dig-^ 
nity  and  that  of  his  master^  and  observing  the  rival 
charioteer  was  mending  his  pace,  resolved,  like  a 
true  brother  of  the  whip,  whether  ancient  or  modeni^ 
to  vindicate  his  right  of^  prededence.  So  that,  to  in- 
crease the  confusion  or  the  Lord  Keeper's  under- 
standing,  he  saw  the  short  lime  which  remained  for 
consideration  abridged  by  the  haste  of  the  contend- 
ing coachmen,  who,  fixing  their  eyes  sternly  on  each 
other,  and  applying  the  lash  smartly  to  their  horses, 
began  to  thunder  down  the  descent  with  emulous 
rapidity,  while  the  horsemen  who  attended  them 
were  forced  to  put  on  to  a  handgallop. 

Sir  William's  only  chance  now  remaining  was  the 
possibility  of  an  overturn,  and  that  his  lady  or  visiter 
might  break  their  necks.  I  am  not  aware  that  he 
formed  any  distinct  wish  on  the  subject,  but  I  have 
no  reason  to  think  that  his  grief  in  either  case  would 
have  been  altogether  inconsolable.  This  chance, 
however,  also  disappeared ;  for  Lady  Ashton,  though 
insensible  to  fear,  began  to  see  the  lidicule  of  nm- 
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rang  a  race  with  a  visiter  of  distinctioo,  the  goal 
being  the  portal  of  her  own  castle,  and  commanded 
her  coachman,  as  they  approached  the  avenue,  to 
slacken  his  pace,  and  allow  precedence  to  the  stran- 
ger's equipage ;  a  command  which  he  gladlv  obeyed, 
as  conung  In  time  to  save  his  honour,  the  horses  of 
the  Marquis's  carriage  being  better,  or,  at  least, 
fresher,  than  his  own.  He  restrained  his  pace,  there- 
fore, and  suffered  the  green  coach  to  enter  the  ave- 
nue, with  all  its  retinue,  which  pass  it  occupied  with 
the  speed  of  a  whirlwind.  The  Marquis's  laced  cha- 
rioteer no  sooner  foimd  the  pas  cTavance  was  granted 
to  him,  than  he  resumed  a  more  deliberate  pace,  at 
which  he  advanced  under  the  embowering  shade  of 
the  lofty  elms,  surrounded  by  all  the  attendants: 
while  the  carnage  of  Lady  Ashton  followed,  still 
more  slowly,  at  some  distance. 

In  the  front  of  the  castle,  and  beneath  the  portal 
which  admitted  guests  into  the  inner  court,  stood 
Sir  William  Ashton,  much  perplexed  in  mind,  his 
younger  son  and  daughter  beside  him,  and  in  their 
rear  a  train  of  attendants  of  various  ranks,  in  and 
out  of  livery.  The  nobility  and  gentry  of  Scotland, 
at  this  period,  were  remarkable  even  to  extrava- 
gance for  the  number  of  their  servants,  whose  ser- 
vices were  easily  purchased  in  a  country  where  men 
were  numerous  beyond  proportion  to  the  means  of 
employing  them. 

The  manners  of  a  man,  tramed  like  Sir  William 
Ashton,  are  too  much  at  nis  command  to  remain 
long  disconcerted  with  the  most  adverse  concur- 
rence of  circumstances.  He  received  the  Marquis, 
as  he  alighted  from  his  equipage,  with  the  usual 
compliments  of  welcome;  ana^  as  he  ushered  him 
into  the  great  hall,  expressed  his  hope  that  his  jour- 
ney had  been  pleasant  The  Marquis  was  a  tall, 
well-made  man,  with  a  thoughtful  and  intelligent 
countenance,  and  an  eye,  in  which  the  fire  of  ambi- 
tion had  for  some  years  replaced  the  vivacity  of 
youth;  a  bold,  proud,  expression  of  countenance,  yet 
chastened  by  habitual  caution,  and  the  desire  which, 
as  the  head  of  a  party,  he  necessarily  entertained  of 
ncciuiring  populanty.  He  answered  with  courtesy 
the  courteous  inquiries  of  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  was 
formally  presented  to  Miss  Ashton,  in  the  course  of 
which  ceremony  the  Lord  Keeper  gave  the  first  symp- 
tom of  what  was  chiefly  occupyins  his  mind,  by  in- 
troduci.ig  his  daughter  as  "  his  wife.  Lady  Ashton." 

Lucy  blushed;  tlie  Marquis  looked  surprised  at  the 
extremely  juvenile  appearance  of  his  hostess,  and  the 
Lord  Keeper  with  difficulty  rallied  himself  so  far  as 
to  explain.  "I  should  have  said  my  daughter,  my 
lord ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  1  saw  Lady  Ashion's 
carriage  enter  the  avenue  shortly  after  your  lord- 
ship's, and" .  • 

Make  no  apology,  my  lord,"  replied  his  noble 
guest*,  "let  me  entreat  you  will  wait  on  your  lady, 
and  leave  me  to  cultivate  Miss  Ashton's  acquaint- 
iince.    I  am  shocked  my  people  should  have  taken 

I>receienccof  our  hostess  at  her  own  gate;  but  your 
oidship  is  aware,  that  I  supposed  Lady  Ashton  was 
still  in  the  south.  Permit  me  to  beseech  you  will 
waive  ceremony,  and  hasten  to  welcome  her." 

This  was  precisely  what  the  Lord  Keeper  longed  to 
do  J  and  he  instantly  profited  by  his  lordship's  obliging 
permission.  To  see  Lady  Ashton,  and  encounter  the 
first  burst  of  her  displeasure  in  private,  might  prepare 
her  in  some  degree,  to  receive  her  unwelcome  guests 
with  due  decorum.  As  her  carriage,  therefore,  stopped, 
the  arm  of  the  attentive  husband  was  ready  to  assist 
Lady  Vshton  in  dismounting.  Looking  as  if  she  saw 
him  not,  she  put  his  arm  aside,  and  rt^uested  tliat  of 
Captain  Craigengelt,  who  stood  by  tin  <  )ach  with 
his  laced  hat  under  his  arm,  having  acted  as  caraliere 
scrtenie.  or  squire  in  attendance,  during  the  journey. 
Taking  hold  of  this  respectable  person  s  arm  as  if  to 
support  her,  Ladv  Ashton  iru versed  tlie  court,  uttenng 
a  word  or  two  oy  way  of  direction  to  the  servants, 
but  not  .  .10  to  Sir  Wiuiam,  wjio  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  attract  her  attention,  as  he  rather  followed  than 
accompanifxl  her  into  the  hall,  in  >vhich  they  found 
the  Marquis  in  close  conversation  with  the  Masirr  •: 
Ravenswood :  Lucy  had  taken  the  first  opportumiy 
of  escaping.    There  was  embarraflsment  on  every 


countenance  except  that  of  the  Marquis  of  A ;  for 

even  Craigengelt's  impudence  was  hardly  able  to  veil 
his  fear  of  Ravenswood,  and  the  rest  felt  toe  awkward- 
ness of  the  position  in  which  they  were  thus  unex- 
pectedly placed. 

After  waiting  a  moment  to  be  presented  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Ashton,  tne  Marquis  resolved  to  introduce  him- 
self. "  The  Lord  Keeper,"  he  said,  bowing  to  Lady 
Ashton,  "  has  just  introduced  to  me  his  daughter  as 
his  wife — he  might  very  easily  present  Lady  Ashton 
as  his  daughter,  so  little  does  she  difi*er  from  what  I 
remember  ner  some  years  since.— Will  she  permit  in 
old  acquaintance  the  privilege  of  a  guest  i 

He  saluted  the  lady  with  too  good  a  grace  to  au)re- 
hend  a  repulse,  ana  then  proceeded—'*  This,  Lady 
Ashton,  is  a  peace-making  visit,  and  therefore  I  pre- 
sume to  introduce  my  cousin,  the  young  Master  <tf 
Ravenswood,  to  your  favourable  noUce." 

Lady  Ashton  could*  not  choose  but  curtsey;  but 
there  was  in  her  obeisance  an  air  of  hau^tinest 
approaching  to  contemptuous  repulse.  Ravenswood 
could  not  cnoOse  but  bow ;  but  his  manner  returned 
the  scorn  with  which  he  had  been  greeted. 

'"  Allow  me,"  she  said,  "  to  present  lo  your  lordship 
my  friend."  Craigengelt,  with  the  forward  imini- 
deiice  which  men  of  Ins  cast  mistake  for  ease,  made 
a  sliding  bow  to  the  Marquis,  which  he  graced  by  a 
flourish  of  his  gold-laced  hat.  The  lady  turned  to  ner 
husband—"  You  and  I,  Sir  William."  she  said,  and 
these  were  the  first  words  she  had  addressed  to  him, 
"  have  acquired  new  acquaintances  since  we  parted- 
let  me  introduce  the  acouisition  I  have  made  to  mine 
—Captain  Craigengelt. 

Another  bow,  and  another  flourish  of  4he  gold-laced 
hat,  w  Itich  was  returned  by  the  Lord  Keener  without 
intimation  of  former  rccpgnition,  and  witn  that  sort 
of  anxious  readiness,  w  hich  intimated  his  wish,  that 
peace  and  amnesty  should  take  place  betwixt  the  con- 
tnuling  parties,  including  the  auxiliaries  on  both 
sides.  "  Let  me  introduce  you  to  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood," said  he  to  Captain  Craigengelt,  following 
up  the  same  amicable  system.  Hut  the  Master  drew 
up  his  tall  form  to  the  full  extent  of  his  height,  and 
without  so  much  as  looking  towards  the  person  thiu> 
introducctl  to  him,  he  said,  in  a  marked  lone,  "  Cap- 
tain Craigengelt  and  I  are  aUready  peifcctly  wdl 
acquainted  with  each  other." 

"Perfectly- perfectly,"  replied  the  Captain,  is  a 
mumbling  tone,  like  that  of  a  double  echo,  and  with 
a  flourish  of  his  hat,  the  circumference  of  whirl)  w&s 
greatly  abridged,  compared  with  those  which  had  au 
cordially  graced  his  introduction  to  the  Marquis  and 
the  Lord  Keeper. 

Lockhard,  followed  by  three  menials  now  entered 
with  wine  and  refreshments,  which  ii  was  the  fasliion- 
to  ofler  as  a  whet  before  dinner;  and  when  they 
were  placed  before  the  guests,  Lady  Ashton  made  an 
apolog>'  for  withdrawing  her  husband  from  I  hem  lur 
sonie  minutes  upon  business  of  special  import.  The 
Marquis,  of  course,  requested  her  ladyship  would  Uy 
herself  under  no  restraint ;  and  Craigengelt,  bolUBg 
with  speal  a  second  glass  of  racy  canary,  hasterMl 
to  leave  the  room,  feeling  no  great  pleasure  ia  the 

prospect  of  being  left  alone  with  the  Marquis  of  A 

and  the  Master  of  Raf  cnswood :  the  presence  of  the 
former  holding  liim  in  awe,  ana  that  of  the  latter  ia 
boilily  terror. 

Some  arrangements  about  his  horse  and  banace 
formed  the  prete.xt  for  his  sudden  retreat,  in  wh^  he 
persevered,  although  Lady  Ashton  uave  Lockhard 
orders  to  be  carcnil  most  particularly  to  accoinmi>- 
date  Captain  Craigengelt  with  all  the  attendance 
which  he  could  possibly  require.  The  Marquis  aJMl 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood  were  thus  left  to  com  nun 
nicate  to  each  other  their  remarks  upon  the  recefiiioa 
which  they  had  met  with,  while  Lady  Asliton  id  tiic 
way,  and  her  lord  followed  somewhat  hke  a  con- 
demned criminal,  to  her  ladyship's  dressing-room. 

So  soon  as  the  spouses  had  l>otli  entered,  her  ladyBbi|» 
cave  way  to  that  fierce  audacity  of  temper,  whicnshe 
had  with  difficulty  suppressed,  out  of  reen[)ect  to  ap- 
inaranc^s.  She  shut  the  door  behind  the  alarmed 
Lord  Keeper,  took  the  key  out  of  the  spring-lock,  and 
with  a  countenaqce  which  years  had  not  bcroTt  of  its 
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luBgfaty  chamiii^  and  eyes  whkh  spoke  at  once  reso- 
iotion  and  resentment,  she  addressed  her  astounded 
husband  in  these  words  ^— "  My  lord,  I  am  not  greatly 
surprised  at  the  connexions  you  have  been  pleased  to 
form  diirins  my  absence — they  are  entirely  in  con- 
SoTtmty  with  your  birth  and  breeding;  and  if  I  did 
expect  any  thing  else,  I  heartily  own  my  error,  and 
that  I  merit,  by  naving  done  so,  the  disappointment 
you  had  prepared  for  me.'' 

**  My  dear  Ladv  Ashton— my  dear  Eleanor,"  said 
the  Lord  Keeper,  listen  to  reason  for  a  moment,  and 
1  vriU  convince  yaa  I  have  acted  with  all  the  regard 
doe  Co  the  digmty,  as  well  as  the  interest,  of  my  fa- 
milf^" 

*^To  the  int»«8t  of  your  family  I  conceive  you  per- 
fectly capable  of  attending,"  returned  the  indignant 
lady,  "  and  even  to  the  dignity  of  your  own  family 
also,  as  for  as  it  requires  any  looking  after— But  as 
mine  happens  to  be  inextricably  involved  with  it,  ^ou 
will  excuse  me  if  I  choose  to  give  my  own  attentbn 
so  fiu-  as  thai  is  concerned." 

"What  would  you  have,  Lady  Ash  ton?"  said  the 
huri>and — "What  is  it  that  displeases  you?  Why  is 
ti;  that  on  your  return  after  so  long  an  absence,  I  am 
arraigned  m  this  manner?" 

"Ask  vour  own  conscience.  Sir  William,  what  has 
prompted  you  to  become  a  ren^ade  to  your  political 
party  and  opinions,  and  led  you,  for  what  I  know,  to 
ae  on  the  point  of  marrying  vour  only  daughter  to  a 
be^Sgarly  iaoobite  bankrupt,  the  inveterate  enemy  of 
your  hanuy  to  the  boot." 

*'Why,  what,  in  the  name  of  common  sense  and 
common  civility,  would  vou  have  me  do  madam  ?" 
answered  her  husband —  *  Is  it  possible  for  me,  with 
ordixiary  decency,  to  turn  a  young  gentleman  out  of 
my  tuiase.  who  saved  my  daughters  life  and  my  own, 
but  the  other  morning  as  it  were?" 

"Saved  your  life  1  I  have  heard  of  that  story,"  said 
the  lady—  the  Lord  Keeper  was  scared  by  a  dun 
cow,  and  he  takes  the  young  fellow  who  killed  her  for 
Guy<rf  Warwick — any  butcher  firom  Haddington  may 
soon  have  an  equal  claim  on  your  ho^itality." 

"'  Lady  Ashton,"  stammered  the  Keeper,  "  this  is 
intolerable — azKi  when  I  am  desirous,  too,  to  make 
yoa  easy  by  any  sacrifice— if  you  would  but  tell  me 
what  you  would  be  at." 

'*Go  down  to  your  guests,"  said  the  imperious 
danke,  ^  and  make  your  apology  to  Ravenswood,  that 
the  arrival  of  Captain  Craigengelt  and  some  other 
friendis,  renders  it  impossible  tor  you  to  offer  him 
loc^n«s  at  the  castle— I  expect  young  Mr.  Hayston 
ofBudfLlaw." 

"  Good  heavens,  madam !"  ejaculated  her  husband 
— "  Ravenswood  to  give  place  to  Craigengelt,  a  com- 
mon samblo'  and  an  informer ! — ^it  was  all  I  could  do 
to  Ibroear  desiring  the  fellow  to  get  out  of  my  house, 
and  I  was  much  surprised  to  see  him  in  your  lady- 
ship's train." 

Since  you  saw  him  there,  you  might  be  well  as- 
sured," answered  this  meek  helpmate,  '*  that  he  was 
proper  society.  As  to  this  Ravenswood,  he  only  meets 
with  the  treatment  which,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
he  gave  to  a  much- valued  friend  of  mine,  who  had  the 
mi^rtune  to  be  his  guest  some  time  since.  But 
take  your  resolution ;  for,  if  Ravenswood  does  not  quit 
the  houaeu  I  will." 

Sir  William  Aahton  paced  up  and  down  the  apart- 
ment in  the  most  distresnng  agitation:  fsar.  and 
ahama,  ^"^  anger  contending  against  the  habitual 
deference  be  was  in  the  use  of  rendering  to  his  lady. 
At  lenglh  it  ended,  as  is  usual  with  timid  minds  placed 
in  so^  drcnxnstances,  in  his  adopting  a  mezzo  Ur- 
nusLc^  a  middle  measure. 

"I  teU  you  frankly^  madam,  I  neither  can  nor  will 
be  guilty  of  the  incivihty  you  propose  to  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood — he  has  not  deserved  it  at  my  hand.  If 
vou  will  be  so  unreasonable  as  to  insult  a  man  of 
quality  waier  your  own  roo^  I  cannot  prevent  you ; 
but  I  will  not  at  least  be  the  agent  in  such  a  prepos- 

^^^liS  w^^notJ"  asked  the  lady.  ,     ^      .       ,.  ^ 

"  No,  by  heavens,  madam !  her  husband  replied ; 
"  ask  me  any  thing  congruent  with  common  decency, 
3S  to  drop  hu»  acquaintance  by  degrees,  or  Uie  like- 


but  to  bid  him  leave  my  honae  is  whati  will  not,  and 
caimot  consent  to." 

"  Then  the  task  of  supporting  the  honour  of  the 
family  will  fall  on  me,  as  it  has  often  dons  before," 
said  the  lady. 

She  sat  down,  and  hastily  wrote  a  few  Hnea  The 
Lord  Keeper  made  another  effort  to  prevent  her  tak- 
ing a  step  so  decisive,  just  as  she  opened  the  door 
to  call  her  female  attendant  from  the  ante-roonir 
"Hiink  what  you  are  doing.  Lady  Ashton— you  are 
making  a  mortal  enemy  of  a  young  man,  who  is  like 
to  have  the  means  of  h^uming  us" 

'*  Did  you  ever  know  a  ]i>ouglas  who  feared  an  en»> 
my?"  answered  the  lady  contemptuously. 

Ay,  but  he  is  as  proud  and  vindictive  as  a  hundred 
Douglasses,  and  a  hundred  devils  to  boot  Think  of 
it  for  a  night  only." 

"  Not  lor  another  inoment,"  answered  the  lady;— 
"  here.  Mrs.  Patullo,  give  this  billet  to  young  Ravens- 
wood. 

"To  the  Master,  madam?"  said  Mrs.  Patiilla. 

"  Ay,  to  the  Master,  if  you  call  him  so." 

"  I  wash  my  hands  of  it  entirely,"  said  the  Keepert 
"  and  I  shall  go  down  into  the  garden,  and  see  that 
Jardine  gathers  the  winter  fruit  for  the  desert." 

"Do  so."  said  the  lady,  looking  after  him  with 
glances  oi  infinite  contempt:  "and  thank  Ood  that 
you  leave  one  behind  you  as  nt  to  protect  the  honour 
of  the  family,  as  you  are  to  look  after  pippins  and 
pears." 

The  Lord  Keeper  remained  long  enough  in  the  gar- 
den to  give  her  ladyship's  mind  time  to  explode,  and 
to  let,  as  he  thought,  at  least  the  first  violence  of  Ra- 
venswood's  displeasure  blow  over.    When  he  entered 

the  hall,  he  found  the  Marquis  of  A giving  orders 

to  some  of  his  attendants.    He  seemed^in  mgh  dis- 

ftleasure,  and  interrupted  an  apology  which  Sir  Wil- 
iam  had  commenced,  for  having  left  his  lordship 
alone. 

"  I  presume,  Sir  Willian^  you  are  no*  stranger  to 
this  smgular  billet  with  which  my  kinsman  of  Ra- 
venswood" (an  emphasis  on  the  word  my^  "  has  been 
favoured  by  your  lady— and,  of  course,  that  you  are 
prepared  to  receive  my  adieus— My  kinsman  is  already 
gone,  having  thought  it  unnecessary  to  ofier  any  on  his 
part,  since  all  former  civiUties  had  been  cancelled  by 
this  singular  insult" 

"I  protest,  my  lord,"  said  Sir  William,  holding  the 
billet  in  his  hand,  "I  am  not  privy  to  the  contents  of 
this  letter.  I  know  Lady  Ashton  is  a  warm-tempered 
and  prejudiced  woman,  and  I  am  sincerely  sorry  for 
any  ofllence  that  has  been  given  or  taken;  but  I  hope 
your  lordship  will  consider  that  a  lady" 

"  Should  hear  herself  towards  persons  of  a  certain 
rank  with  the  breeding  of  one,*'  said  the  Marquis, 
completing  the  half-uttered  sentence. 

"True,  my  lord,"  said  the  unfortunate  Keeper; 
"  but  Lady  Ashton  is  still  a  woman'' 

"  And  as  such,  mcthinks,"  said  the  Marquis,  again 
interrupting  him,  "  should  be  taught  the  duties  which 
correspond  to  her  station.  But  here  she  comes,  and  I 
will  learn  from  her  own  mouth  the  reason  of  this 
extraordinary  and  unexpected  affront  offered  to  my 
near  relation,  while  both  he  and  I  were  her  ladyship's 
guests." 

Lady  Ashton  accordingly  entered  the  apartment  at 
this  moment.  Her  dispute  with  Sir  William,  and  a 
subsequent  interview  with  her  daughter,  had  not  pre- 
vented her  firom  attending  to  the  duties  of  her  toilette. 
She  appeared  in  fiill  dress ;  and,  from  the  character  of 
her  countenance  and  manner,  well  became  the  splen- 
dour with  which  ladies  of  quality  then  appeared  on 
such  occasions. 

The  Marquis  of  A bowed  haughtily.,  and  she 

returned  the  salute  with  equal  pride  and  distance  of 
demeanour.  He  then  took  from  the  passive  hand  of 
Sir  WiUiam  Ashton  the  billet  he  had  given  him  the 
moment  before  he  ly^proached  the  lady,  and  was 
about  to  speak,  when  she  interrupted  him.  "  I  per- 
ceive, my  lord,  you  are  about  to  enter  upon  an  unplea- 
sant subject  1  am  sorry  any  such  should  have  oc- 
curred at  this  time,  to  interrupt,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
the  respoctfiil  reception  duo  to  your  lordship — but  so  it 
is.— Mr.  Edgar  Ravenswood,  for  whom  1  have  ad- 
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dressed  the  b3Iet  in  your  lonUhip^s  hand,  has  abused 
thehospitality  of  this  family,  and  Sir  William  Ashton's 
softness  o(  temper,  in  order  to  seduce  a  young  person 
into  engagements  without  her  parents'  consent,  and  of 
which  they  never  can  approve." 

Both  gentlemen  answered  at  once,—"  My  kinsman 
is  incapable," said  the  Lord  Marquis.  , 

"1  am  confident  that  my  daughter  Lucy  is  still  more 
incapable" said  the  Lord  Keeper. 

Lady  Ashton  at  once  interrupted,  and  replied  to 
them  both.—"  My  Lord  Marquis,  Vour  kinsman,  if  Mr. 
Ravenswood  has  the  honour  to  be  so,  has  made  the 
attempt  privately  to  secure  the  afiectioasof  this  young 
and  inexperieni^  girl.  Sir  WiUiam  Ashton,  your 
dBttgfaterhas  been  simple  enooffh  to  give  more  encou- 
ragement than  she  ought  to  nave  done  to  so  very 
improper  a  suitor." 

^  And  1  think,  madam,"  said  the  Lord  Keeper,  los- 
ing his  accustomed  temper  and  patience,  "  that  ii:  you 
hod  nothing  better  to  tell  us,  you  had  better  have  kept 
this  family  secret  to  yourseljf  also." 

"You  will  pardon  me.  Sir  William,"  said  the  lady, 
calmly ;  "  the  noble  Marquis  has  a  right  to  know  the 
cause  of  the  treatment  I  have  founa  it  necessary  to 
use  to  a  gentleman  whom  ho  calls  his  blood-relation." 

"It  is  a  cause,"  muttered  the  Lord  Keeper,  "  which 
has  emerged  since  the  effect  has  taken  place ;  for,  if  it 
exists  at  all,  I  am  sure  she  knew  nothing  of  it  when 
her  letter  toKavenswood  was  written." 

"  It  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  heard  of  this,"  said 
the  Marquis :  "  but  since  your  ladyship  has  tabled  a 
subject  so  delicate,  permit  me  to  say^  that  my  kins- 
man's birth  and  connexions  entide  mm  to  a  patient 
bearing  and  at  least  a  civil  refusal,  even  in  case  of 
hie  bcmg  so  ambitions  as  to  raise  his  eyes  to  the 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Ashton." 

"You  will  recollect,  my  lord,  of  what  blood  Miss 
Lucy  Ashton  is  come  by  the  mother's  side,"  said  the 
lady. 

1  do  remember  your  descent— from  a  younger 
branch  of  the  house  of  Angus,"  said  the  Marquis-— 
"and  your  ladyship—foigive  me,  lady— ought  not  to 
fometthat  the  Kavenswoods  have  tbnoe  intermarried 
with  the  main-stem.  Come,  madam— I  know  how 
matters  stand— old  and  long-fostered  prejudices  are 
diflicult  to  get  over— I  make  every  allowance  for 
them—I  OQgnt  not,  and  I  would  not  otherwise  have 
suflered  my  kinsman  to  depart  atone,  expelled,  in  a 
manner,  fiom  this  house^ut  I  bed  hopes  of  being  a 
mediator.  I  am  still  unwilling  to  leave  you  in  anger 
—and  shall  aot  set  forward  till  after  noon,  as  I  rejoin 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood  upon  the  road  a  few 
miles  from  hence.  Let  as  talk  over  this  matter  more 
tooUy." 

"It  is  what  i  anxiously  desire,  my  lord,"  said  Sir 
William  Ashton,  eagerly.  "Ladr  Ashton,  we  will 
not  permit  my  Lord  of  A to  Icare  us  in  displea- 
sure. We  must  compel  him  to  tarry  dinner  at  the 
sastle." 

"The  castle,"  said  the  lady;,  "and  all  that  it  con- 
tains, are  at  the  command  of  the  Marquis,  se  long 
OS  he  chooses  to  honour  it  with  his  residence ;  but 
toudiing  the  farther  discossion  of  this  disagreeable 
topic" 

^*  Pardon  me,  ffood  madam,"  said  the  Marquis ; 
"but  I  cannot  allow  you  to  express  anv  hasty  resolu- 
tion on  a  subject  so  important  I  see  that  more  com- 
pany is  arriving ;  and  since  I  have  the  good  fortune  to 
renew  my  former  acquaintance  with  Lady  Ashton,  I 
hope  she  will  give  me  leave  to  avoid  periling  what  I 
pnze  so  highly  upon  any  disagreeable  subject  of  dis- 
cussion—at  least,  tit!  we  have  talked  over  more  plea- 
sant topics." 

The  lady  smiled,  curtsied,  and  gave  her  hand  to  the 
Marquis,  by  whom,  with  all  the  formal  gallantry  of 
the  time,  wnidi  didf  not  permit  the  guest  to  tuck  the 
lady  of  the  house  under  the  arm,  as  a  rustic  does  his 
sweetheart  at  a  woke,  she  was  ushered  to  the  eating- 
room. 

Here  they  were  joined  by  Bucklaw,  Craigengelt,  and 
other  neighbours,  whom  the  Lord  Keeper  had  previ- 
ously invited  to  meet  the  Mfirauis  of  A .  An  apo- 
logy, founded  upon  a  sli^t  moisposition,  was  alleged 
as  so  excuse  for  the  absence  of  Miss  Ashton^  whose 


seat  wpeored  unoccupied.    The  entertauuncoit 
splendid  to  profusion,  and  was  protracted  till  a  late 
hour. 


CHAPTER  XXIIL 

8nch  was  our  fallen  flither*!  Ikte, 

Yet  better  Uian  mine  own  ; 
He  ihared  his  exile  with  hi*  mate, 

Vm  baouh'd  forth  atooe. 

Wallbo. 

I  WILL  not  attempt  to  describe  the  mixture  of  inds^ 
nation  and  regret  with  which  Ravenswood  left  tfe- 
seat  which  had  belonged  to  his  ancestors.  The  terms 
in  which  Lady  Ashton's  billet  was  couched  rendered 
it  impossible  for  him,  without  being  deficknt  in  that 
spirit  of  which  he  perhsps  had  too  much,  to  remun 
an  instant  longer  within  its  walls.  The  Marquio, 
who  had  his  share  in  the  aflront,  wa^  nevertheless, 
still  willing  to  make  some  efforts  at  conciliafion^ 
He  therefore  sufTered  his  kinsman  to  depart  alone, 
making  him  promise,  however,  that  he  would  wail 
for  him  at  the  small  inn  called  the  ToH'f  -hole,  situated, 
as  our  readers  may  be  pleased  to  recollecL,  half  way 
betwixt  Ravenswood  Castle  and  Wolf's  Crag,  and 
about  five  Scottish  miles  distant  from  each.  Here 
the  Marquis  proposed  to  join  the  Master  of,  Ravena- 
wood.  either  that  night  or  the  next  morning.  Hi» 
own  feelings  would  have  induced  him  tohave Icflthe 
castle  directly,  but  he  was  loath  to  forfeit,  without  at 
least  one  effort,  the  advantages  which  ho  had  pro- 
posed from  his  visit  to  the  Lord  Keeper;  and  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood  was,  even  in  the  very  heat  of 
his  resentment,  unwilling  to  foreclose  any  chance  of 
reconciliation  which  might  arise  out  of  the  partiality 
which  Sir  William  Ashton  had  shown  towards  him, 
as  well  as  the  intercessory  srguments  of  his  noble 
kinsman.  He  himself  departed  without  a  m<Hnent's 
delay,  farther  than  was  necessary  to  moke  this 
arrangement. 

At  nrsl  he  spurred  his  horse  at  a  quick  pace  through 
an  avenue  of  the  park,  as  if|  by  rapidity  of  motion,  he 
could  stuplfy  the  confiwion  of  feelings  with  which  he 
was  assBilea.  But  as  the  road  grew  wilder  and  more  * 
sequestered,  and  when  the  trees  had  hidden  the  tur- 
rets of  the  castle,  he  gradually  slackened  his  paoct  a» 
if  to  indulge  the  painful  reflections  which  be  had  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  represa  The  path  in  which  he 
found  himself  led  him  to  the  Mermaiden's  Fountain, 
and  te  the  cottage  of  Alice;  and  the  fatal  influence 
which  sBperstitious  belief  attached  to  the  former  q^Y, 
as  well  as  the  admonitions  which  had  been  in  rain 
offered  to  him  by  the  inhabitant  of  the  latter,  forced 
themselves  upon  his  memoir.  "Old  saws  roeak 
truth,"  he  said  to  himself;  "and  the  Mermaiaen's- 
Well  has  indeed  witnessed  the  last  act  of  rashness  •( 
the  heir  of  Ravenswood.— Alice  spoke  well,"  he  con- 
tinued, "and  I  am  in  the  situation  which  she  foretold 
—or  rather,  I  am  more  deeply  dishonoured — not  the 
dependant  and  ally  of  the  destroyer  of  my  father's 
house,  as  the  okl  sibyl  presaged^  but  the  degraded 
wretch,  who  has  aq)Uied  to  nolo  that  subordinate 
character,  and  has  been  rejected  with  disdain." 

We  are  bound  to  tell  the  tale  as  we  have  received 
it ;  and,  conpidering  the  distance  of  the  time,  and 
propensity  of  those  throu^  whose  mouths  it  ha» 
passed  to  the  marvellous,  this  could  not  be  called  a 
Scottish  story,  unless  it  manifested  a  tinge  of  Scot- 
tish superstition.  As  Ravenswood  approached  the 
solitary  fountain,  he  is  said  to  have  met  with  the  fol- 
lowing singular  adventure:— His  horse,  which  was 
moving  slowly  forward,  suddenly  interrupted  it» 
steady  and  composed  pace,  snorted,  reared,  aod, 
though  urged  by  the  spin*,  refused  to  proceed,  as  if 
some  object  of  terror  had  suddenly  preeenfed  itselt 
On  looking  to  the  fountain,  Ravenswood  discerned  a 
female  figure,  dressed  in  a  white,  or  rather  grayish 
mantle,  placed  on  the  very  spot  on  which  Lucy  Ash- 
ton had  reclined  while  listening  to  the  fatal  tale  of 
love.  His  immediate  impression  was,  that  Ae  had 
conjectured  by  which  path  he  would  traTerso  the 
park  on  his  departure,  and  placed  herself  at  this  wdl- 
koown  and  sequestered  place  of  rendezvous^  to  indulge 
her  own  sorrow  and  his  in  a  parting  intenriew.    Ll 
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dtti  belief  be  jmnped  from  his  bone,  and,  making  ita 
tiridle  faat  to  a  tree,  walked  hostily  tovirarda  the  foun- 
tain, pronooncing  eageriv,  yet  uiKier  hia  breath,  the 
words,  ^Miss  Aaoton !— Lucy !" 

The  figure  turned  aa  be  addreseed  it,  and  displayed 
CO  kis  wondering  eyea  the  features,  not  of  Lucy  Ash- 
ton,  but  of  old  blind  Alice.    The  singularity  of  her 
dreaa,  which  rather  resembled  a  ahrouu  than  the  gar- 
ment of  a  living  woman— the  ^[^arance  of  her  per- 
son, larger,  aa  it  atmck  him,  than  it  iiauaUy  eeemed 
(o  be— aoave  all,  the  strange  circumstance  of  a  blind, 
infirm,  and  decrepit  person  being  found  alone  and  at 
-a  diatance  from  ber  habitation,  (considerable,  if  her 
infirmities  be  taken  into  account,)  combined  to  im- 
preaa  him  with  a  fiwliBg  of  wonder  approaching  to 
£ear.    As  he  approachecL  she  arose  slowly  fromner 
«e«l^  held  her  ahhvelled  hand  up  aa  if  to  prevent  his 
coming  more  near,  and  her  withered  lipe  moved  fast 
«1  though  no  sound  issued  from  them.    Ravenswooa 
stoppea;  and  as.  after  a, moment's  pause^  he  again 
advanced  towards  her,  Alice,  or  her  apparition,  moved 
or  glided  baok wards  towards  the  thicket,  still  keepiDg 
her  iAce  turned  towards  him.    The  trees  soon  hid  the 
form  from  his  sight ;  and,  yielding  to  the  strong  and 
lemfic  irapiession  that  the  being  which  he  had  seen 
was  not  of  this  woikl,  the  Master  of  Ravenswood 
fcnuuned  rooted  to  the  ground  whereon  he  had  stood 
when  he  caught  his  last  view  of  her.    At  length,  sum- 
moning up  his  courage,  he  advanced  to  the  spot  on 
nNrhich  the  figure  had  seemed  to  be  seated ;  but  nei- 
ther was  there  pressure  of  the  grass,  nor  any  other 
circumstance,  to  induce  him  to  believe  that  what  he 
had  sem  was  real  and  substantial 

Fall  of  those  strange  thoughts  and  confused  appre- 
hsoaiona  which  awake  in  the  bosom  of  one  who  oon- 
odves  he  has  witneased  some  preternatural  appear- 
ance, the  Hasterof  Ravenswood  walked  back  towards 
his  bone,  frequently  however  lo<rfEing  behind  him, 
not  without  apprehension,  as  if  expecting  that  the 
visiDii  would  re-appear.  But  the  apparition,  whether 
it  was  mJ,  or  whether  it  was  the  creation  oi  a  heated 
ajid  afitaied  imagination,  retumsd  not  again :  and  he 
fijundT  hia  hcHrse  aweating  and  terrified,  as  ii  expeii- 
encins  that  agoin  of  fear,  with  which  the  presence 
of  a  supematurar  being  is  supposed  to  agitate  the 
bnxte  creatioo.  The  Master  mounted,  and  rode  slowly 
Ibrwaid,  soothing  his  steed  from  time  to  time,  while 
the  animal  mtem/ed  internally  to  shrink  and  shudder, 
as  if  expecting  some  new  object  of  fear  at  the  open- 
ing ol  every  s^de.  The  rider,  after  a  moment's  con- 
ssderalion,  resolved  to  investigate  the  matter  farther. 
^*Can  my  eyes  have  deceived  me,"  he  said,  *'  and 
deceived  me  for  such  a  space  of  time  7— Or  are  this 
woraaa's  infirmities  but  feigned,  in  order  fo  excite 
oompsssion  7— And  even  then,  her  motion  resembled 
not  that  of  a  living  and  existing  person.  Must  1 
adofH  the  popular  creed,  and  thina  that  the  unhappy 
ftieiBg  b«i  formed  a  league  with  the  powers  of  dark- 
7 — I  am  determined  to  be  resolved— I  will  not 

k  imposition  even  from  my  own  eyes." 

In  this  nncertainf  y  he  rode  up  to  the  little  wicket  of 
Aboe's  garden.  Her  seat  beneath  the  birch-tree  was 
iv^cant,  thoii^  the  day  was  pleasant,  and  the  sun  was 
hiffh.  He  ainroachoa  the  hut,  and  heard  from  within 
<be  sobs  and  wailing  of  a  female.  No  answer  was 
Tetarned  when  be  knocked,  so  that,  after  a  moment's 
pause,  he  Itf^ed  the  latch  and  entered.  It  waa  indeed 
M  boose  of  solitude  and  sorrow.  Stretched  upon  her 
miserable  pallet  lay  the  corpse  of  the  last  retainer  of 
cho  bouse  of  Ravenswood,  who  still  abode  on  their 
paternal  domains!  Life  bad  but  shortly  departed ; 
and  the  Kttle  girl,  by  whom  she  had  been  atteikded  in 
ber  last  moments,  was  wrinmng  her  hands  and  sob- 
bins,  betwixt  chilaiah  fear  and  sorrow,  over  the  body 
ofber  mistress. 

Tbe  If  aster  of  Ravenswood  bad  some  difficulty  to 
compose  the  terrors  of  the  poor  child,  whom  his  un- 
^expected  appearance  had  at  first  rather  appalled  than 
coailbrted ;  and  when  he  succeeded,  the  nrst  expres- 
mon  wluch  the  girl  used  intimated  that  "  he  had  come 
too  late."  Upon  inquiring  tbe  meaning  of  this  ex- 
uccssinn,  be  learned  ihat  the  deceased,  upon  the  first 
attack  of  the  mortsil  agony,  bad  sent  a  peasant  to  the 
to  beseech  an  interviawof  the  Master  of  Ravens- 


wood, and  bad  expressed  the  utmost  mipatienoe  tat 
bis  retuni.  But  the  messengers  of  the  poor  are  tardy 
and  negligent :  the  fellow  had  not  reached  the  castla 
as  was  afterwards  learned,  until  Ravenswood  had  left 
It,  and  had  then  found  too  much  amusement  among  the 
retmue  of  the  stranccrs  to  return  in  any  haste  to  the 
cottage  of  AUce.  Mean  lime  her  anxiety  of  mind 
seemed  to  increase  with  the  agony  of  her  body ;  and, 
to  use  the  phrase  of  Babie,  her  only  attendant,  "  she 
prayed  powerfully  that  she  might  see  her  masters  son 
once  more,  and  renew  her  warning."  She  died  iuat 
as  the  clock  in  the  distant  village  tdled  one ;  and  Ra- 
venswood remembered,  with  internal  shuddering, 
that  he  had  heard  the  chime  sound  through  the  vrooa 
just  before  he  had  seen  what  he  waa  now  much  dis* 
posed  to  consider  as  the  spectre  of  the  deceased. 

It  was  necessary,  as  well  from  his  respect  to  the 
departed  as  in  common  humanity  to  ber  terrified  at- 
tendant, that  he  should  take  some  measures  to  relieve 
the  girl  from  her  distressmg  situatioiL  The  deceased, 
he  understood,  had  expressed  a  desire  to  be  buried  is 
a  sohtarv  churchyard,  near  dte  little  inn  of  the  TodV 
hole,  caUedthe  Hermitage,  or  more  commoiiV  Armi- 
taga  m  which  lay  interred  some  of  the  Ravenswood 
feinily,  smd  manv  of  their  followers.  Ravenswood 
conceived  it  his  duty  to  gratify  this  predilection,  so 
commonly  found  to  exist  among  the  Scottish  peas- 
antry, and  despatched  Babie  to  the  neighbouring 
village  to  procure  the  assistance  of  some  females, 
assuring  her  that,  in  the  mean  while,  he  would  him- 
self remain  with  the  dead  body,  which,  aa  in  Theaaaly 
of  old,  it  is  acconnied  highly  unfit  to  leave  without  a 
watch. 

Thus,  in  the  course  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  little 
more,  he  found  himself  sitting  a  soUtary  guard  over 
the  inanimate  corse  of  her,  whose  dismiraed  spirit, 
unlt'ss  his  eyes  had  strangely  deceived  him,  had  so  re- 
ceniJy  manifested  itself  before  him.  NotwiOistand- 
1^  his  natural  courage,  the  Master  waa  considerably 
afiected  by  a  concurrence  of  circumstances  so  extra- 
ordinary. "  She  died  expressing  her  eager  desire  fo 
see  me.  Can  it  be,  then/'— was  his  natural  course  of  , 
reflection—**  can  strong  and  earnest  wishes,  formed 
during  the  last  agony  of  nature,  survive  its  catastro- 
phe, surmount  theawAil  bounds  of  the  spiritual  world, 
and  place  before  us  its  inhabitants  in  ilie  hues  and 
colouringof  life7— And  why  was  that  manifeated  to 
the  eye  which  could  not  UEifbld  its  tale  to  the  ear  f— 
and  wherefore  should  a  breach  be  made  iu  the  lawaof 
nature,  yet  its  purpsse  remain  unknown  7  Vain 
questions,  which  onlv  death,  when  it  shall  make  me 
uke  tbe  pale  and  withered  form  before  me,  can  ever 
resoIve.'/^ 

He  laid  a  cloth,  as  be  spoke,  over  the  lifeless  face, 
upon  whose  features  he  felt  unwilling  any  longor  to 
d  W6U.  He  tlioQ  took,  his  place  in  an  oul  carved  oaken 
chair,  ornamented  with  ms  own  armorial  bearings, 
which  Alice  had  contrived  to  appropriate  ts  her  own 
use  in  the  pilla^^e  which  took  place  among  creditors, 
officers,  domestics,  and  messengers  of  tiie  law,  when 
his  father  left  Ravenswood  Castle  for  tbe  last  time. 
Thus  seated,  he  banished,  as  much  aa  be  coukl,  the 
superstitious  feelings  which  the  late  iacideitt  naOnnlly 
ingpircd.  His  own  were  sad  enough,  without  the  ex- 
aggeration of  supernatural  terror,  since  he  found  him- 
self transferred  from  the  situation  of  a  successlul 
lover  of  Lucy  Ashton,  and  on  honoured  and  re^)ected 
friend  of  her  father,  into  the  melancholy  and  soUtary 
guardian  of  the  abandoned  and  forsaken  corse  of  a 
common  pauper. 

He  waa  reUeved,  however,  from  this  sad  ofiice 
sooner  than  he  could  reasonably  have  expected,  con- 
sidering the  distance  betwixt  the  hut  of  the  deceased 
and  the  village,  and  the  age  end  infirmities  of  three  old 
women,  who  came  from  thence,  in  military  phrase, 
to  relieve  guard  upon  the  bodv  of  the  defunct  On 
any  other  occasion  the  speed  oi  tliese  reverend  sibjrls 
would  have  been  much  more  moderate,  for  the  first 
was  ei^ty  years  of  age  and  upwards,  the  second  was 
paralyuc,  and  the  thira  lame  of  a  leg  from  some  acci- 
dent But  the  burial  duties  rendered  to  the  deceased, 
are,  to  the  Scottish  peasant  of  either  sex,  a  labour  of 
love.  1  know  not  whether  it  is  from  the  tenipcr  of  the 
people^  grave  and  enthusiastic  as  it  certamly  it,  or 
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from  the  recdlection  of  the  andent  Catholic  opinions, 
when  the  funeral  rites  were  always  considered  as  a 
period  of  festival  to  the  living ;  but  feasting,  good 
cheer,  and  even  inebriety,  were,  and  are,  the  frequent 
accompaniments  of  a  Scottish  old-fashioned  btirinl. 
What  the  fimeral  feast,  or  dirgie,  as  it  is  called,  was 
to  the  men,  the  gloomy  preparations  of  the  dead  body 
for  the  coffin  were  to  the  women.  To  straight  the 
contorted  limbs  upon  a  board  used  for  that  melan- 
choly purpose,  to  array  the  corpse  in  clean  linen,  and 
over  that  m  its  woollen  shroud,  were  operations  com- 
mitted always  to  the  old  matrons  of  the  village,  and 
in  which  they  found  a  singular  and  gloomy  delight. 

The  old  women  paid  the  Master  their  salutations 
wHh  a  ghastly  smile,  which  reminded  him  of  the 
meeting  oetwixt  Macbeth  and  the  witches  on  the 
blastedheath  of  Forres.  He  gave  them  some  money. 
and  recommended  to  them  the  charge  of  the  dead 
body  of  their  contemporano  an  office  which  they 
wilungly  undertook:  intimatmg  to  him  at  the  same 
time  that  he  must  leave  the  hut,  in  order  that  they 
might  begin  their  moimful  duties.  Ravcnswood 
reraily  agreed  to  dei^art,  only  tarrying  to  recommend 
to  them  due  attemum  to  the  body,  and  to  receive 
information  where  he  was  to  find  the  sexton,  or 
beadle,  who  had  in  charge  the  deserted  churchyard  of 
the  ArmitnMfij  in  order  to  prepare  matters  for  the 
reception  of  old  Alice  in  the  place  of  repose  which  she 
had  selected  for  herself. 

"Ye'll  no  be  pinched  to  find  out  Johnie  Mort- 
sheogh,"  «ud  the  elder  sibyl,  and  still  her  withered 
cheeR  bore  a  grislysmile^— "  ne  dwells  near  the  Tod's- 
hole,  a  house  of  entertainment  where  there  has  been 
mony  a  blithe  birling— for  death  and  drink-draining 
are  near  neighbours  to  ane  anither." 

"  Ay !  and  that's  e*en  true,  cummer,"  said  the  lame 
hag,  propping  herself  with  a  crutch  which  supported 
the  snort ness  of  her  left  leg,  "for  I  mind  when  the 
father  of  this  Master  of  Ravenswood  that  is  now 
standing  before  us,  sticked  voung  Blackball  with  his 
whinger,  for  a  wrang  wora  saia  ower  their  wine,  or 
orandy,  or  what  not— he  gaed  in  as  light  as  a  lark, 
and  he  came  out  wi'  his  feet  foremost.  1  was  at  the 
winding  of  the  corpse;  and  when  the  bluid  was 
washed  off,  he  was  a  bonny  bouk  of  man's  body." 

It  may  be  easily  believed  that  this  ill-timed  anecdote 
hastened  the  Master's  purpose  of  quitting  a  company 
so  evil-omened  and  so  odious.  Vet,  while  walking  to 
the  tree  to  which  his  horse  was  tied,  and  busying  hiin- 
aelf  with  adjusting  the  girths  of  the  saddle,  he  could 
not  avoid  hearing,  through  the  hedge  of  the  little 
garden,  a  conversation  respecting  himself  betwixt  the 
lame  woman  and  the  octogenarian  sibyl.  The  pair 
had  hobbled  into  -the  garden  to  gather  rosemary, 
southernwood,  rue,  ana  other  plants  proper  to  be 
«trewed  upon  the  body  and  burned  by  way  of  fumiga- 
tion in  the  chimney  of  the  cottage.  The  paralytic 
wretch,  almost  exhausted  by  the  journey,  was  left 
guard  upon  the  corpse,  lest  witches  or  fiends  might 
play  their  sport  with  it 

The  following  low  croaking  dialogue  was  necessa- 
rily overheard  by  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  :— 

That's  a  fresh  and  full-grown  hemlock,  Annie 
Winnio— mony  a  cummer  lane  syne  wad  hae  sought 
nae  better  horse  to  fiee  over  hill  and  how,  through 
mist  and  moonlight,  and  hght  down  in  the  King  of 
France's  cellar." 

**  Ay.  cummer !  but  the  very  deil  has  turned  as  hard- 
hearted now  as  the  Lord  Keeper,  and  the  grit  folk 
that  hae  breasts  like  whin-stane.  They  prick  us  and 
they  pine  us,  and  they  pit  us  on  the  pinny  winkles  for 
witches ;  and,  if  I  say  my  prayers  bacicwards  ten 
times  ower,  Satan  will  never  gie  me  amens  o'  them." 
"  Did  ye  ever  see  the  foul  thief  1"  asked  her  neagh- 
bonr. 

"  Na !"  replied  the  other  spokeswoman ;  "  but  I  trow 
f  hae  dreamed  of  him  mony  a  time,  and  I  think  the 
^ay  will  come  they  will  bum  me  for't.— But  ne'er 
mind,  cummer!  we  hae  this  dollar  of  the  Master's, 
and  we'll  send  doun  for  bread  and  for  yill,  and 
tobacco,  and  a  drap  brandy  to  burn,  and  a  wee  pickle 
saft  sugar— and  be  there  deil  or  nae  deil,  lass,  we'll 
hae  a  merry  night  o't." 
Hero  her  leathern  chops  uttered  a  aort.of  cackling 


ghastly  laugh,  resembling,  to  a  certain  degree,  the  crj 
of  the  screech-owl. 

"  He's  a  frank  man,  and  a  free-handed  man,  the 
Master,"  said  Annie  Winnie,  "and  a  comely  per- 
sonage— broad  in  the  shouthers,  and  narrow  around 
the  lungies — he  wad  mak  a  bonny  corpse — I  wad 
like  to  hae  the  streakini?  and  winding  o'  him." 

"  It  is  written  on  his  brow,  Annie  Winnie,"  relumed 
the  octogenarian,  her  companion,  "  that  hand  of 
woman,  or  of  man  either,  will  never  straught  him— 
dead-deal  will  never  be  laid  on  his  back— make  you 
your  market  of  that,  for  I  hae  it  frae  a  sure  hand.' 

"  Will  it  be  his  lot  to  die  on  the  battle-ground  then, 
Ailste  Grourlay  ?— Will  he  die  by  the  sword  or  the  balL 
as  his  forbears  hae  dune  before  him,  mony  ane  o 
them  r 

"Ask  nae  mair  questions  about  it— he'll  no  be 
graced  sae  far,"  replied  the  sa^ 

"  I  ken  ye  are  wiser  than  ither  folk,  Ailsie  Gour- 
lay— But  wha  tell'd  ye  this?" 

Fashna  your  thumb  about  that,  Annie  Winnie," 
answered  the  sibyl — "I  hae  it  frae  a  hand  sure 
eneugh." 

"  But  ye  said  ye  never  saw  the  foul  ihie^"  reiterated 
her  inquisitive  companion. 

"I  hae  it  frae  as  sure  a  hand."  said  Ailsie,^ "and 
frae  them  that  spaed  his  fortune  before  the  sam  gaed 
ower  his  head." 

"Hark!"  I  hear  his  horse's  feet  riding  aflj"  said 
the  other;  "  they  dinna  sound  as  if  good  luck  was  wf 
them." 

"  Mak  haste,  sirs,"  cried  the  paralytic  hag  from  the 
cottage,  "  and  let  ns  do  what  is  netxifu',  ana  say  what 
is  fitting;  for,  if  the  dead  corpse  hinna  straugnted,  it 
will  gim  and  thraw,  and  that  will  fear  the  best  o'  us." 
Ravenswood  was  now  out  of  hearing.  He  de- 
spised most  of  the  ordinary  prejudices  about  witch- 
craft, omens,  and  vaticination,  to  which  his  age  and 
country  still  gave  such  implicit  credit,  that  to  exprens 
a  doubt  of  them,  was  accounted  a  cnme  equal  to  the 
unbelief  of  Jews  or  Saracens ;  he  knew  also  that  the 
prevailing  belief  concerning  witches,  operating  upon 
the  hypochondriac  habits  of  those  whom  age,  infirm- 
ity, and  poverty  rendered  liable  to  suspicion,  and 
enforced  by  the  fear  of  death,  and  the  pangs  of  the 
most  crael  tortures,  often  extorted  those  confessions 
which  encumber  and  disgrace  the  criminal  records 
of  Scotland  during  the  seventeenth  century.  But  the 
vision  of  that  morning,  whether  real  or  imaginary, 
had  impressed  his  mind  with  a  superstitious^  fe  ling 
which  he  in  vain  endeavoured  to  shake  off.  'The 
nature  of  the  business  which  awaited  him  at  the 
little  inn,  called  Tod's-hole,  where  he  soon  after 
arrived,  was  not  of  a  kind  to  restore  his  spirits. 

It  was  necessary  he  should  see  Mortsheugh,  the 
sexton  of  the  old  burial-ground  at  Armitage,  to  ar- 
range matters  for  the  funeral  of  Alice ;  and  Jis  the 
man  dwelt  near  the  place  of  her  late  residence,  the 
Master,  after  a  slight  refreshment,  walkad  towards 
the  place  where  the  body  of  Ahce  was  to  be  depo- 
sited. It  was  situated  in  the  nook  formed  by  the 
eddying  sweep  of  a  stream,  which  issu^  from  the 
adjoining  hills.  A  rude  cavem  in  an  adjacent  rock, 
which,  in  the  interior,  was  cut  into  the  shape  of  a 
cross,  formed  the  hermitage,  where  some  Saxon 
saint  had  in  ancient  times  done  penance,  and  given 
name  to  the  place.  The  rich  Abbey  of  Coldinghame 
had,  in  latter  days,  established  a  chapel  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, of  which  no  vestige  was  now  visible, 
though  the  churchyard  which  surrounded  it  was  still, 
as  upon  the  present  occasion,  used  for  the  interment 
of  particular  persons.  One  or  two  shattered  yew- 
ireea  still  grew  within  the  precincts  of  that  wMch 
had  once  oeen  holy  ground.  Warriore  and  barons 
had  been  buried  there  of  old,  but  their  names  were 
forgotten,  and  their  monuments  demolished.  The 
only  sepulchral  memorials  which  remained,  were  the 
upright  headstones  which  mark  the  graves  of  persons 
of  inferior  rank.  The  abode  of  the  sexton  was  a 
solitary  cottage  adjacent  to  the  ruined  wall  of  the 
cemetery,  but  so  low,  that,  with  its  thatch,  which 
nearly  reached  the  ground,  covered  with  a  thick  crop 
of  grass,  fog,  and  house-leeks,  it  resembled  an  over- 
grown grave.    On  inquiry,  however,  Ravenswood 
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fiNnid  that  the  man  of  the  last  mattock  w^  abseot 
at  a  bridal,  being  fiddler  as  well  as  grav&>ui^er  to 
the  viciiiit7.  He  therefore  retired  to  the  little  inn. 
leaving  a  message  that  early  next  morning  he  would 
again  call  for  the  person,  whose  double  occupation 
coooected  him  at  once  with  the  house  of  mourning 
and  the  house  of  feasting. 

An  outrider  of  the  Marquis  arrived  at  TodVhoIe 
sbordjr  after,  with  a  message,  intimating  that  his 
master  would  j<Mn  Ravenswood  at  that  place  on  the 
following  morning;  and  the  Master,  who  would 
otherwise  have  proceeded  to  his  old  retreat  at  Wolf's 
Crag,  remained  there  accordingly,  to  give  meeting  to 
his  noble  kinsman. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

HawUeL  Has  tbia  fellow  no  feeling  or  hii  batinen— he  iloca  at 

rnT«  makiof. 
Huntl0.  Castam  hath  made  it  in  him  a  propertjr  of  eaainesa. 
HoyK.  Til  e'fio  M> :  Uie  haod  of  little  employmeot  hatli  tite 

daintier  lease. 

HamUt,  Jet  V.  Scene  I. 

IVb  slec|}  oi  Ravenswood  was  broken  by  ghastly 
and  ^tating  visions,  and  his  waking  intervals  dis- 
turbed by  melancholy  reflections  on  the  past,  and 
pauihd  anticipations  of  the  future.  He  was  perhaps 
die  only  traveller  who  ever  slept  m  that  miserable 
kennel  without  complaining  of  nis  lodgings,  or  feel- 
ing inconvenience  from  their  deficiencies.  It  ia  when 
"the  mind  is  free  the  body's  deUcate."  Morning, 
^  Iwwever,  found  the  Master  an  early  riser,  in  hopes 
that  the  fresh  air  of  the  dawn  niignt  afford  the  re- 
freshment which  night  had  refused  him.  He  took 
his  way  toward  the  solitary  burial-ground,  which  lay 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  inn. 

The  thin  blue  smoke,  which  already  began  to  curl 
upward,  and  to  distinguish  the  cottage  of  the  living 
£K>m  the  habitation  of  the  dead,  apprized  him  that 
its  umate  had  returned  and  was  stirring.    Accord- 
ingly, on  entering  the  Utile  churchyard,  he  saw  the 
old  man  labouring  in  a  half-made  grave.    My  des- 
tiny, thoufi^ht  Ravenswood,  seems  to  lead  me  to 
scenes  of  fate  and  of  death;  but  these  ore  childish 
thoaght&  and  they  shall  not  master  me.    I  will  not 
again  mnter  my  imagination  to  beguile  my  senses. — 
The  old  man  rested  on  his  spade  as  the  Master  ap- 
•     proached  him,  as  if  to  receive  hie  commands ;  and 
.     as  ite  did  not  immediately  speak,  the  sexton  opened 
the  discourse  m  his  own  way. 
«  «?L*^  ***.*  wedding  customer,  sir,  Tse  warrant  ?" 
What  makes  you  think  m,  fiiend  ?"  replied  the 
Master. 

"I  Uve  by  twa  trades,  sir,"  replied  the  blithe  old 
man;  *  fiddle,  su-,  and  spade;  filling  the  world,  and 
emptying  of  it ;  and  I  suld  ken  baith  cast  of  custom- 
ers b^  bead  mark  in  thirty  years'  practice." 

"You  are  mistaken,  however,  this  morning,"  re- 
ptttM  Havenswood. 

«  "  ^  ^  ^1  ^^  ^**®  ***^  ™^  looking  keenly  at  him, 
troth  and  it  may  be:  sbce,  for  as  brent  as  your 
brow  IS,  there  is  something  sitting  upon  it  this  day, 
m«t  IS  as  near  akin  to  death  as  to  wedlock.  Weel, 
wed ;  the  Dick  and  shovel  are  as  ready  to  your  order 

**I  wish  you,"  said  Ravenswood,  "  to  look  after  the 
oecoit  mterment  of  an  old  woman,  Alice  Gray,  who 
lived  at  the  Craig-footin  Ravenswood  Park." 
.  Ab»  Gray !  blind  Alice  I"  said  the  sexton ;  "  and 
Jf  ahe  ^n«  at  lastl  that's  another  jow  of  the  bell  to 
wd  rne  be  ready,  I  mind  when  Habbie  Gray  brought 
her  down  to  this  land ;  a  likely  lass  she  was  then,  and 
\oqkea  owCT  her  southland  nose  at  us  a'.  I  trow  her 
'^'SS^^ f.  do  wncome.    And  is  she  e'en  gane  7" 

She  died  yesterday,"  said  Ravenswood;  "and 
toired  to  be  bimod  here,  beside  her  husband;  you 
know  where  he  lies,  no  doubt  T ' 

Km  where  he  UesT'  answered  the  sexton,  with 
naUonaJ  mdirection of  response,  "I  ken  whar  a'  body 
Ues,  that  hes  here.  But  ye  were  speaking  o'  her 
grave?— Lord  help  us-it's  noordinar  grave  that  will 
bawl  her  in,  if  a^s  true  that  folk  said  of  Alice  in  her 
aoJd  days ;  and  if  I  gae  to  six  feet  deep,— and  a  war- 
lock s  grave  shouldna  be  an  inch  mair  ebb,  or  her  ain 


witch  cummers  would  soon  whirl  her  out  of  her 
shroud  for  a'  their  aidd  acquaintance— and  be't  six 
feet,  or  be't  three,  wha's  to  pay  the  making  o't,  I 
pray  ye  7" 

'*  I  will  pay  that,  my  friend,  and  all  other  reasona- 
ble charges." 

"Rea8oaablc  chaises?"  said  the  sexton;  "ou, 
there's  grund-ninil— and  bell- siller— (though  the  bell's 
broken  nae  doubt)— and  the  kist— and  my  day's  wark 
—and  my  bit  fee— and  some  brandy  and  yill  to  the 
drigie— I  nm  no  thinking  that  you  can  inter  her,  to  ca' 
decently,  under  saxteen  punds  Scots." 

"There  is  the  money,  my  friend,"  said  Ravens- 
wood, "  and  something  over.    Be  sure  you  know  the 


grave. 


•'  Ye'll  be  ane  o'  her  English  reladons,  Tse  war- 
rant," said  the  hoary  man  of  skulls;  "  I  hae  heard  she 
married  fw  below  her  station;  it  was  very  right  to  let 
her  bite  on  the  bridle  when  she  was  livuig,  and  it's 
very  right  to  gie  her  a  decent  burial  now  she's  dead,  for 
that's  a  matter  oi  credit  to  yoursell  rather  than  toher. 
Folk  may  let  their  kindred  shift  for  themsells  when 
they  are  alive,  and  can  bear  the  burden  oi  their  ain 
misdoings ;  but  it's  an  unnatural  thing  to  let  them  be 
buried  hke  dogs,  when  a'  the  discredit  gangs  to  the 
kindred — what  kens  the  dead  corpse  about  it  T' 

"  You  would  not  have  people  neglect  their  relations 
on  a  bridal  occasion  neither 7"  saioJiavenswood,  who 
was  amused  with  the  professional  limitation  of  the 
grave-digger's  philanthropy. 

The  old  man  cast  up  his  sharp  gray  eyes  with  a 
shrewd  smile,  as  if  he  understood  the  je*Jt,  but  in- 
stantly continued,  with  his  former  gravity,— "  Bridals 
— wha  wad  neglect  bridals,  that  hnd  ony  regard  for 
plenishing  the  earth  7  To  be  sure,  they  suld  be  cele- 
brated with  all  manner  of  good  cheer,  and  meeting  of 
friends,  and  musical  instruments,  harp,  sockbut,  and 
psaltery;  or  gude  fiddle  and  pipes,  when  these  auld- 
warld  instrumenta  of  melody  are  hard  to  be  com- 
passed." 

"The  presence  of  the  fiddle,  I  dare  soy,"  replied  Ra 
venswood,  "  would  atone  for  the  absence  of  all  the 
others." 

The  sexton  again  looked  sharply  up  at  him,  as  he 
answered.  "  Nae  doubt— nae  doubt— if  it  were  weel 
played ;— but  yonder,"  he  said,  as  if  to  change  the  dis- 
course, "  is  Halbert  Gray's  lang  hamc,  that  ye  vm-e 
speering  after,  just  the  third  bourock  beyond  the 
muckle  through-statie  that  stands  on  sax  le^s  vonder, 
abune  some  ane  of  the  Ravenswood ;  for  there  is 
mony  of  their  kin  and  followers  here,  deil  lift  them! 
though  it  isna  just  their  main  burial  olace." 

"They  are  no  favourites,  then,  of  yours,  these  Ra 
vens woods  7"  said  the  Master,  not  much  pleased  with 
the  passing  benediction  which  was  thus  bestowed  on 
his  family  and  name. 

, "  I  kenna  wha  should  favour  them,"  said  the  grave- 
digger  ;  "  when  they  had  lands  and  power,  they  were 
ill  guides  of  them  baith.  and  now  their  head's  down, 
there's  few  care  how  lang  they  may  be  of  lifting  it 
again." 

"Indeed!"  said  Ravenswood:  "I  never  heard  that 
this  unhappy  family  deserved  ill-will  at  the  hands  ol 
their  country.  I  grant  then-  poverty— if  that  renders 
them  contemptible." 

"It  will  gang  a  far  way  till't,"  said  the  sexton  of 
Hermitage,  '  ye  may  tak  my  word  for  that— at  least,  I 
ken  naetning  else  that  suld  mak  myself  contemptible, 
and  folk  are  far  frae  respecting  me  as  they  wad  do  if  I 
lived  in  a  twa-lofted  sclated  house.  But  as  for  the 
Rayenswoods,  I  have  seen  three  generations  of  them, 
and  deil  ane  to  mend  other." 

"  I  thought  they  had  enjoyed  a  fair  character  in  the 
country,"  said  their  descendant. 

"  Character !  Ou,  ye  see,  sir,"  said  the  sexton,  "  as 
for  the  auld  gude-sire  body  of  a  lord.  I  lived  on  his 
land  when  I  was  a  swanking  young  chield,  and  could 
hae  blawn  the  trumpet  wi'  ony  body,  for  I  had  wind 
eneugh  then— and  touching  tnis  trumpeter  Marine 
that  Ihave  heard  play  afore  the  Lords  of  the  Circuit,  I 
wad  hae  made  nae  mair  o'  him  than  of  a  bairn  and  a 
bawbee  whistle— I  defy  him  to  hae  played  'Boot  and 
saddle,' .  or  '  Horse  and  away,'  or  *  Gallants,  coma 
trot,'  with  me— he  hadna  the  tones." 


Tales  op  my  landixjhd. 

oM  Lord  RiiTens> 


"Juit  this,  sir,"  u 


I  Iha  liegenan 


ic-"  Wdal 
t  of  ihe  mi 


■i'  Ihem. 


"  Ihal  I  losi 

Iho  cutlc,  and  had  allawaace  for  bluwine  a<  break  of 
day,  and  i(  dinner-dinp.,  and  olhcr  whi!(«  when  ibere 
vaa  company  Hboul.  and  il  pleased  my  lord;  and 
when  he  raised  his  miliiia  lo  caper  awa  lo  Boinwell 
odixf  waislluid  wtuga,  I 
muDl  a  horae  and  caper 

r  reaaonnbte,"  raid  RaTenewood:  " 

,  say  yel"  rtTiliwt  ihe  ae^lon,  "and  i 

rst  lo  a  decent  kirliyard,  and  no  id  akiri 
)  a  btuidy  hne  Kde,  whenr  ihere  waa  deil 
the  hooded  cmw.  ItuI  bide  ye-yc  shall 
•am  o'l,  and  how  fat  1  am  hund  lo  ' 
o  the  Ravenawooda.—Tiil'l,  ye  see,  i 
tiraw  aimmer  morning,  iweniy-foimh  __ 
'  ~  'xdand  K'enly-nine,of  a'  ihcdayB 
ear, — dmrna  beat — guns  ralllnl — 
rampled.   Hwkstuun  of  Ralhillct 


"And  V 
en  his  M 


brandii 
cryinKto 
gaun   -- 
livinj 


or  whm  I  ken,  snij  ive  hoiMinen 

when  itieie'a  ih 
de.    There  was 

htrc  WBB  CaJeb  Balderslone, 
■■       ■      ■  ndsweari 

oiwh  llie 


ds  of  armed 
e  heX^d 


3  [lu 


5.  Iha. 


;  Allan 
■rey  il'  gaed  na  alf,- 

dnmned  cownraly 


serve  Ihe  nccesaary  purpos 
yon  poliron!  wEind,  you 
or  I  win  blow  your  brain 
lileH"  eic  poinie  of  war,  tha 
lien  was  music  to  them." 

"  Wdl,  sir,  cut  oil  ihia  short,"  said  Ravensffood. 

"  Short !— I  lind  tike  lo  hae  been  cut  short  myscIL 
in  the  Rower  of  my  youth,  as  Scripture  aaysi  and 
that's  (he  verv  thin);  thai  I  compleen  o'.-Weel !  in  in 
(hewn'terwcbehoveda'  io»plaah,  heels  owcr  head,  sit 
or  fa' — oc  horse  dnvins  on  anillicr,  as  ta  the  way  of 
(inile  beaata.  and  riders  t)iQt  hae  as  Kiile  sense,— Ihe 
very  bushes  on  the  ilher  aide  were  ableete,  wi'  the 
flaihes  of  ihe  whig  Buns;  and  my  horse  had  jnsi  men 
Ihe  anind,  when  oDlackaviscd  westland  carie— 1  wod 
mind  ihe  face  o'  him  a  hundred  years  yel— an  ee  like 
s  wild  falcon'ii  and  a  beard  as  lirosd  as  my  shovel, 
clapped  (he  end  o'  hia  lanB  black  Run  within  a  quaf 
ter^s  ieninh  of  my  liig!— by  the  crace  o'  Mercy,  ihe 
hone  ewarvn!  round,  and  I  fell  atT  al  the  lae  side  as 
Ihe  hall  whistled  by  at  ihe  lilher,  and  the  fell  auld 
tnrd  look  llie  whig  such  a  ewauk  wi'  hia  broadsword 
that  he  made  twa  pieces  o'  his  head,  and  down  fell 
ihe  litrdane  wi'  a'  nig  bowk  abtme  mc," 

"  Vou  were  raiher  obliged  to  the  old  loni,  I  think," 
said  RavenswDod. 

"  Was  n  my  sartiel  firsl  for  bringinK  me  into 
jeopardy,  would  1  nould  I— and  then  for  whomlinga 
chield  on  Ihe  lap  o'  me.  that  dane  the  very  wind  oul 
of  my  bodyi— 1  hae  been  shori-breathed  ever  aince, 
and  canna  ;tanil  twenty  yaida  without  peghing  like 

"  Yoii  lost,  iheo,  your  place  aa  tmmpeterl"  said 
Ravenswood. 

"  Lost  il1  10  be  sure  I  lost  it,"  replied  the  seilon, 
"  torlcouldna  haeplayed  pew  upon  adryhumlocki 
— but  J  mighl  hae  dune  weel  encngh,  fori  kecpii  the 
woKe  and  ihe  free  house,  and  lillie  to  do  bulplay  on 
the  fiddle  lo  ihem,  but  for  Allan,  last  Lord  Ravena- 
wood,  ihal  was  &r  waur  than  ever  his  falher  was." 

"What,"  said  the  Haaler,  "did  my  fnlher — I 
maan,  did  his  falhet's  son— tfiia  lait  Luid  Bavetia- 
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wood,  deprivfl^yoD  of  what  llw  bounty  of  hia  bth« 

"Ay,  Inithdidhe,"  answeied  the  old  man;  "for  be 
lorn  his  atTaira  gang  lo  ihedoga,  and  let  in  this  Sit 
William  Ashton  on  lis,  thai  will  gie  naething  Ibr  nas- 

liiatliad  bile  and  boui>  at  ilie  caaile,  andahole  tonH 
our  heads  in,  when  things  were  in  ihe  auld  way. 

"  If  Lord  Bavenawujd  protecled  hii  people,  nr 
friend,  while  he  had  ihe  means  of  doing  n  1  thiak 
they  mighi  estate  hia  memory,"  iqilied  iw  Master. 

Ye  are  welconie  to  your  ain  apinuii,  air,"  said 
lbs  aeiton ;  "  but  ye  winna  peraoade  me  thai  he  lU 
his  duty,  either  lo  himsell  or  lo  hui  puir  depeodoil 
crFaiures,  in  guiding  ua  ihe  gale  he  baa  done— bi. 
might  hae  gien  ua  tirereni  lacks  of  our  bitso'  bonatt 
yards-taad  me,  thal'a  an  auld  man,  liviiiE  io  yon 

Li !,:_      .U-.l_    S !■„    .L.    J^J     |J„    1^ 


miseiablc  cabin,  thai'i  filler  foi  the  dead  u. 

quick,  and  killed  wi'  rheumaiw,  and  John  SDUlb  ia 

1.; —  ..:.  — jiujg^  ^jjj  [ijg  window  riaien,  aw 

iwood  guided  his  geai  lite  a  fide  I" 


my  dainty  bit 
"Iti   ■ 


K^hBva 
Leddy  Anh 


,      . —  . _  „. JBgance  extend  far 

beyond  the  prodigal's  own  Bufierings." 

''However,"  aaid  the  sexton,  this  younB  maa 
EdKor  is  like  to  avenge  my  wranga  on  the  haiO  of  hia 
kindred," 

"Indefd?'^  said  RsTenswood;  "why  abonld  yv* 

.  is  about  lo  many  ibe  daugfatir  el 
and  kt  her  leddyahip  gel  hn  bead 

— '  -■»  you  if  she  winna  gie 

bit,  if]  wem  him-Let 

'  hauding  a'  thing  in  bet  water  that  dram 
le  the  watst  wish  I  shall  wish  Ibe  lad  u, 
take  hia  ain  creditable  gale  o'l,  and  ally 
lis  father's  enemies,  thai  have  taken  hit 
ly  bonny  kailyard  from  ihe  lawU 

irks,  that  flattery  is  pleatini 
Imsni  andcenauicat 


nder  her  oilw,  and  see  yi 


broad  lands  and 


preasni.  Rovenawood,  abruptly 
mand  Ihal  Alice's  fimerol  ahouldL 
away  from  the  sexlon,  under  the 
thai  the  ppeal,  aa  w  "  '■ 
think  of  his  engageni 
and  sclfiHh  pcsiiniil. 
;'AndI   l^ave-ioo, 


I,  unaer  me  pemiui  impn 
^11  as  Ihe  small  vulgar,  i 
ml  with  Lucy  hhc  this  Ign 


loped  10  subject  myself  lo  Iheac 
_..   .      ,..._...  rejected  noiwiihaundins  <  Lucy, 

nr  failli  must  be  true  snd  perfect  as  the  diamood, 
lo  compensate  for  the  diahonour  which  men's  ofin- 
ions,  and  Ihe  conduct  of  your  mother,  attach  lo  ths 
hrit  of  Ravenswood !" 

Aa  be  raised  his  eyes,  he  beheld  the  Harguis  of 

A ,  who,  having  arrived  at  the  Tod's-hore,  h^ 

walked  fbrlh  to  look  for  his  kinsman. 

After  mutual  greetings,  he  made  some  apology  U 
ihe  Master  for  not  coming  forward  on  the  prceedini 

3(L  but  he  hod  come  lo  Ihe  knowledge  of  some  malien 
which  induced  him  to  delay  his  purpose.  I  fiiiA"  be 
pruccfded,  "there  haa  been  a  Inve  alfair  here,  kira- 
mnn ;  and  though  I  mighi  blame  yoa  for  not  havinl 
communicaled  with  me,  aa  being  m  some  degree  tbv 

chief  of  your  famil  y"^ ■ 

"With  your  lordship's  permisaion,"  said  RaTeii*' 
wood,  "I  am  deeply  gratml  for  the  inleiesl  yon  an 
pleased  toiokei ■■-  ' —  .u.  j.:j -^j  >._.. 


it  /  am  the  chief  and  he«l 


—  „--- „ — .  — "— .  .-"  certainly 

undir  my  guardianehip' 

Ravenswood— and  the  lone 
the  Mamtiis  boded  no  Ion 

of  Ibe  noble  relaiivea,  w.._ _   

rupted  by  ihe  liide  seilon,  who  came  pufRnf;  afbl 
them,  to  ask  if  thdr  honours  would  choose  tnnaie  it 
Ihe  ehange-hoose  to  make  up  for  short  cheer. 

"  We  wnni  no  music,"  said  the  Maaier  ahnipily. 

"  Yon  honour  disna  ken  what  ye're  refbonii  imo." 
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the  fiddler,  with  cbe  kupertilient  freedom  of  his 
prolesaioa.  **  I  can  play,  *  Wilt  thou  do't  affain,'  and 
^the  Auld  Man's  Meal's  Dead,'  sax  times  better  than 
cnrer  Pattie  Bimie.  Til  get  my  fiddle  in  the  turning  of 
a  coffin-screw." 

Take  jrourself  away,  sir,"  said  the  Marquis. 


"And  if  your  honour  be  a  north-country  gentle- 
man," said  the  persevering  m'mstrel,,  "  whilk  I  wad 
judge  from  your  tongue.  I  can  play  '  I  jggoram  Cjwh, 
and  *MulIin  Dhn,*  and  'the  Cummers  of  Athole.'" 


Take  yoursell  away,  friend;  you  interrupt  our 
conversation." 

•*  Or  iC  under  your  honour*s  favoiff,  ye  should  hap- 
pen to  be  a  thought  hi>nest.  I  can  play,^  (this  in  a  low 
and  confidential  tone.)  ***KilIiecrankie,'  end  *thc 
King  shall  hae  his  ain,'  and  '  the  Auld  Stewart's  back 
a^am,' — and  the  wife  at  the  change-house  is  a  decent 
ducreet  body,  neither  kens  nor  cares  what  toasts  are 
dradien,  and  what  tunes  are  played  in  her  house- 
die's  deaf  to  a'  thing  but  the  clink  o'  the  siller." 

The  Marquis,  who  was  sometimes  suspected  of 
iacobitism,  could  not  help  laughing  as  he  threw  the 
feUow  a  dollar,  and  bid  him  go  play  to  the  servants  if 
he  had  a  mind,  and  leave  them  at  peace. 

"Aweel,  gentlemen."  said  he,  "I  am  wishing  your 
honours  gude  day— I'll  be  a'  the  better  of  the  dollar, 
and  ye'U  pe  the  waur  of  wanting  the  music,  I'se  tell 
ye— But  I'se  gang  hame,  and  finish  the  grave  in  the 
Caning  o'  a  fiddle-strinia;,  lay  by  my  spade,  and  then 
gel  my  tother  bread-wmncr,  and  awa  to  your  folk, 
and  see  if  they  hae  better  lugs  than  their  masters." 
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Tnw  lore,  mn  thoa  be  true, 

Thoa  has  ane  kitUe  part  to  play  i 
For  fortune,  flMhioa,  nitcy,  afxl  tlum, 

Maun  atriTa  for  many  a  oajr. 

IVe  kend  by  mtmy  a  fHend'a  tale. 

Far  better  bjr  thii  heart  of  mine, 
What  time  and  change  o(  thncj  avail 

A  trao-love  knot  to  untwine. 

HSKDBIUMXrN. 

"I  WISHED  to  tell  you,  my  good  kinsman,"  said  the 
Marquis,  "now  that  wo  are  quit  of  that  impertinent 
fiddler,  that  I  had  tried  to  discuss  this  love  afi'air  of 
yours  with  Sir  William  Ashton's  daughter.  I  never 
■aw  the  young  lady  but  for  a  few  minutes  to-day ;  so, 
bcAng  a  stranger  to  her  personal  merits,  I  pay  a  com- 
pliment to  you,  and  offer  her  no  offence,  in  saying  you 
mifltit  do  better." 

**My  lord^  I  am  much  indebted  for  the  interest  you 
have  taken  m  my  affairs,"  said  Ravenswood.  "  I  did 
not  intend  to  have  troubled  you  in  any  matter  con- 
cerning Miss  Ash  ton.  As  mv  engaf^ement  with  that 
youngladyhas  reached  your  lordshm,  I  can  oidy  say, 
that  you  must  necessarily  suppose  that  I  was  aware 
of  Uie  objectioiui  to  my  marrying  into  her  father's 
Dainily,  and  of  course  must  have  been  completely 
satisned  with  the  reasons  by  which  these  objections 
are  overbalanced,  since  I  have  proceeded  so  far  in  the 
matter." 

"Nay,  Master,  if  you  had  heard  me  out,"  said  his 
noble  relation.  "  you  might  have  q^ared  that  observa- 
ation;  for,  without  questbning  that  vou  had  rea- 
sons which  seemed  to  you  to  counterbalance  ever/ 
<^her  obstacle,  I  set  myself^  by  every  means  that  it 
became  mc  to  use  towutis  the  Ashtons,  to  persuade 
them  to  meet  your  views." 

**I  am  obliged  toyour  lordship  for  your  imsolicited 
intercession,  said  Ravenswood ;  "  especially  as  I  am 
•me  your  kmiship  would  never  carry  it  beyond  the 
boonas  which  it  became  me  to  use." 

"Of  that,"  said  the  Marauis,  "you  may  be  con- 
fident ;  I  myself  felt  the  delicacy  of  the  matter  too 
iDOcfa  to  place  a  gentleman  nearly  coniiocted  with  my 
house  in  a  degrading  or  dubious  situation  with  these 
Ashtons.  But  I  pointed  out  all  the  advantages  of 
their  marrying  their  daughter  into  a  house  so  honour- 
able, and  so  nearly  related  with  the  first  in  Scotland ; 
I  explained  the  exact  degree  of  relationship  in  which 
the  Kavenswoods  stand  to  ourselves;  and  I  even 
hinted  how  political  matters  were  like  to  turn,  and 
what  canla  would  be  trtunpa  next  Padtaneat.   I 


said  I  regarded  you  as  a  son- or  a  nephew,  or 
rather  tlian  as  a  more  distant  relation ;  and  that  I 
made  your  affair  entirely  my  own." 

"  And  what  was  the  issue  of  your  lordship's  expla- 
nation ?"  said  Ravenswood,  in  some  doubt  whether 
he  should  resent  or  express  gratitude  for  his  inter- 
ference." 

"  why  the  Lord  Keeper  would  have  listened  to  rea^ 
son,"  said  the  Marquis ;  '*  he  is  rather  tmwilling  to 
leave  his  place,  which,  in  the  present  view  of  a 
change,  must  be  vacated;  and  to  scry  truth,  he  seemed 
to  have  a  liking  for  you,  and  to  be  sensible  of  the 
oeneral  advantages  to  be  attained  by  such  a  match. 
But  his  lady,  who  is  tongue  of  the  trump,  Master,'* 

"What  of  Lady  Ashton^  my  lordf  said  Ravens- 
wood i  "  let  me  know  the  issue  of  this  extraordinary 
conference — I  can  bear  it." 

"I  am  glad  of  that,  kinsman,"  said  the  Marauis, 
"  for  I  am  ashamed  to  tell  you  half  what  she  said.  It 
is  enough— her  mind  is  made  up— and  the  mistress  of 
a  first-rate  boarding  school  could  not  have  rejected 
with  more  haughty  mdifference  the  suit  of  a  half-pay 
Irish  officer,  besfreching  permission  to  wait  upon  the? 
heiress  of  a  West  India  planter,  than  Lady  Ash- 
ton  spumed  every  proposal  of  mediation  which  it 
could  at  all  become  me  to  offer  in  behalf  of  you,  mv 
good  kinsman.  I  cannot  guess  what  she  mean&  A 
more  honourable  connexion  she  could  not  form,  that's 
certain.  As  lor  money  and  land,  that  used  to  be  her 
husband's  business  rather  than  hers ;  I  really  think 
she  hates  you  for  having  the  rank  which  her  husband 
has  not,  and  perhaps  for  not  having  the  lands  that 
her  goodman  nas.  But  I  should  only  vex  you  to  say 
more  about  it— here  we  are  at  the  change-house." 

The  Master  of  Ravenswood  paused  as  he  entered 
the  cottage,  which  reeked  through  all  its  crevices,  and 
they  were  not  few,  from  the  exertions  of  the  Mar- 
quis's travelling  cooks  to  sui^ly  good  cheer,  and 
spread,  as  it  were,  a  table  in  the  wilderness. 

"My  Lord  Marquis,"  said  Ravenswood,  "I  ali^eady 
mentioned  that  accident  has  put  your  lordship  ia 
possession  of  a  secret,  which,  with  my  consentj 
should  have  remained  one  even  to  you,  my  kinsman,, 
for  some  time.  Smce  the  secret  was  to  part  from 
my  own  custody,  and  that  of  the  only  person  besides 
who  was  interested  in  it  I  am  not  sorn^  it  sliould 
have  reached  your  lordship's  ears,  as  being  fully 
aware  Uiat  you  are  my  noble  kinsman  and  friend." 

"  Vou  may  believe  it  is  safely  lodged  with  me.  Mas- 
ter of  Ravenswood,"  said  the  Marquis ;  "  but  I  shouki 
like  well  to  hear  you  say,  that  you  i^nounced  the 
idea  of  an  alliance,  which  you  can  hardly  piursue  with- 
out a  certain  degree  of  degradation." 

"Of  that,  my  Lord,  I  shall  judge,"  answered  Ra- 
venswood, "  and  I  hope  with  delicacy  as  sensitive  i^s 
any  of  my  friends.  But  I  have  no  engagement  with 
Sir  William  and  Lady  Ashton.  It  is  with  Miss  Ash- 
ton  alone  that  I  have  entered  upon  the  subject,  and 
my  conduct  in  the  matter  shall  be  entirely  rul^  by 
hers.  If  she  continues  to  prefer  me  in  ray  poverty  to 
the  wealthier  suitors  whom  her  friends  recommend, 
I  may  well  make  some  sacrifice  to  her  sincere  affec- 
tion—I may  well  surrender  to  her  the  less  taiigible 
and  less  palpable  advantages  of  birth,  and  the  deep-, 
rooted  prejudices  of  family  natrcd.  If  Miss  Lucy  Ash- 
ton should  change  her  mind  on  a  subject  of  such 
deUcacy,  I  trust  my  friends  vnH  be  silent  on  my  dis- 
appointment and  I  shall  know  bow  to  make  mjf 
enemies  so. 

"  Spoke  like  a  gallant  young  nobleman,"  said  the 
Manmis ;  "  for  my  part  I  have  that  regard  for  you, 
that  I  should  be  sorry  the  thing  went  on.  This  Sir 
William  Ashton  was  a  pretty  enough  pettifogging 
kind  of  a  lawyer  twenty  years  ago,  and  betwixt  bat* 
tling  at  the  bar,  and  leading  in  committees  of  Parlia- 
ment,  he  has  got  well  on— the  Darian  matter  lent 
him  a  lift,  for  no  had  good  intelligence  and  soimd 
viewfl^  and  sold  out  in  time— but  the  best  work  i» 
had  out  of  him.  No  government  will  take  him  at 
his  own,  or  rather  his  wife's  extravagant  valuatk>n ; 
and  betwixt  his  indecision  and  her  msolenca  from 
all  I  can  guess,  he  will  outsit  his  market,  and  be  had 
cheap  when  no  one  will  bid  for  him.  I  say  nothing 
of  BCiBi  Ashton ;  buti  assure  yo«»  a  connexioB  with 
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her  father  will  be  neither  useful  nor  ornamental, 
hcyond  that  port  of  your  father's  spoils  which  he  may 
be  prevailed  upon  to  disgorge  by  way  of  tocher  good 
—and  take  my  word  for  it,  you  will  get  more  if  you 
have  spirit  to  bell  the  cat  with  him  in  the  House  of 
Peers.— And  I  will  be  the  man,  cousin,"  continued  his 
lordship,  '*  will  course  the  fox  for  you,  and  make  him 
me  the  day  that  ever  he  refused  a  composition  too 
honourable  for  him,  and  proposed  by  me  on  the  behalf 
of  a  kinsman." 

There  was  something  in  all  this  that,  as  it  were, 
overshot  the  mark.  Ravcnswood  could  not  diguise 
from  himself  that  his  noble  kinsman  had  more  rea- 
sons for  taking  offence  at  the  reception  of  his  suit, 
than  regarded  nis  interest  and  honour,  yet  he  could 
neithof  complain  nor  be  surprised  that  it  should  be 
so.  He  contented  himself  therefore  with  repeating, 
that  his  attachment  was  to  Miss  Ashton  personally ; 
that  he  desired  neither  wealth  nor  aggrandizement 
from  her  father's  means  and  influence;  and  that 
nothing  should  prevent  his  keeping  his  engagement, 
exceplmg  her  own  expressed  desire  that  it  should  be 
relinquished— and  he  requested  as  a  favour  that  the 
matter  might  be  no  more  mentioned  betwixt  them  at 

present,  assuring  the  Marquis  of  A that  he  should 

be  his  confidant  in  its  progress  or  its  interruption. 

The  Marquis  soon  had  more  agreeable,  as  well  as 
more  interesting  subjects  on  which  to  converse.  A 
foot  post,  who  had  followed  him  from  Edinburgh  to 
Ravcnswood  Castk,  and  had  traced  his  steps  to  the 
Tod's-hole,  brought  him  a  packet  laden  with  good 
news.  The  political  calculations  of  the  Marquis  had 
proved  just,  both  in  London  and  at  Edinburgh,  and 
he  saw  almost  within  his  grasp,  the  pre-eminence  for 
which  he  had  panted.— The  refreshments  which  the 
servants  had  prepared  were  now  put  on  the  table,*  and 
an  epicure  would  perhops  have  enjoved  them  with 
additional  zest,  from  the  contrast  wliich  such  fare 
afforded  to  the  miserable  cabin  in  which  it  was 
served  up. 

The  turn  of  conversation  corresponded  with  and 
added  to  the  social  feelings  of  the  company.  The 
Marquis  expanded  with  pleasure  on  the  power  which 
probable  incidents  were  likely  to  assign  to  him,  and 
on  the  use  which  he  hoped  to  make  of  it  in  serving 
his  kinsman  Ravcnswood.  Ravcnswood  could  but 
repeat  the  gratitude  which  he  really  felt,  even  when 
he  considered  tho  topic  as  too  long  dwelt  upon.  The 
wine  was  excellent,  notwithstanding  its  having  been 
brought  in  a  runlet  from  Edinburgh ;  and  the  habits 
of  the  Maiquis,  when  engaged  with  such  good  cheer, 
were  somewhat  sedentnry.  And  so  it  fell  out  that 
they  delayed  their  journey  two  hours  later  thaq  was 
their  original  purpose. 

"But  what  of  that,  my  good  young  friend?"  said 
the  Manjuis;  "your  Castle  of  Wolfs  Crag  is  but  at 
five  or  SIX  miles  distance,  and  mtUI  afford  the  same 

hospitaUty  to  your  kinsman  of  A ^  that  it  gave  to 

this  same  Sir  William  Ashton." 

"  Sir  William  took  the  castle  by  storm."  said  Ra- 
vcnswood, "and,  like  manva  victor,  had  little  reason 
to  congratulate  himself  on  his  conquest." 

"  Well,  well !"  said  Lord  A ,  whose  dignity  was 

something  relaxed  bv  the  wine  he  had  drunl^— '  1  see 
i  must  bnoe  you  to  harbour  me — Come,  pledge  me  in 
&  bumper  health  to  the  last  young  lady  that  slept  at 
Wolfs  Crag,  and  liked  her  quarters.— My  bones  are 
not  so  tender  as  hers,  and  I  am  resolved  to  occupy  her 
apartment  to-night,  that  I  may  judge  how  hard  the 
couch  is  that  love  can  soften." 

"Your  lordship  may  choose  what  penance  you 
please,"  said  Ravens  wood ;  "  but  1  assure  you,  I  should 
expect  my  old  servant  to  hang  himself^  or  throw  him- 
self from  the  battlements,  should  your  lordship  visit 
him  so  unexpectedly— I  do  assure  you,  we  are  totally 
and  Hterally  unprovided." 

But  his  declaration  0!)ly  brought  from  his  noble 
patron  an  assurance  of  his  own  total  tndHierence  as 
to  every  qiecira  of  accommodation,  and  his  determi- 
nation to  see  the  Tower  of  Wolfs  Crag.  His  ances- 
tor, he  raid,  had  been  feasted  there,  when  he  went  for- 
ward with  the  then  Lord  Ravcnswood  to  the  fatal 
oattle  of  Flodden,  in  which  they  both  fell.  Thus  hard 
pressed,  the  Master  offered  to  ride  forward  to  get 


matters  put  in  such  proparation  as  time  and  dream- 
stances  admitted ;  but  the  Marquis  protested  his  kins- 
man must  afford  him  his  company,  and  would  only 
consent  that  an  avant-courier  should  carry  to  the 
destined  Seneschal,  Caleb  Balderstone,  the  unex- 
pected news  of  this  mvasion. 

The  Master  of  Rave(iswood  toon  after  accompanied 
the  Marquis  in  his  carriage,  as  the  latter  had  proposed; 
and  when  they  became  better  acquainted  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  journey,  his  noble  relation  explained  tb« 
very  liberal  views  which  he  entertained  for  his  rela- 
tion's preferment,  in  case  of  the  success  of  his  own 
political  schemes.  They  related  to  a  secret,  and  highly 
important  commission  beyond  sea,  which  could  only 
be  intnisted  to  a  person  of  rank,  talent,  and  perfect 
confidence,  and  which,  as  it  required  great  tnist  and 
reUance  on  the  envoy  employed,  could  not  but  prove 
both  honourable  and  advantageous  to  him..  We  need 
not  enter  into  the  nature  and  purpose  of  this  commis- 
sion, farther  than  to  acquaint  our  readers  that  the 
charge  was  in  prospect  highly  acceptable  to  the 
Master  of  Ravenawood,  who  hailed  with  pleasure  the 
hope  of  emerging  from  nis  present  state  of  indiseDce 
and  inaction,  into  independence  and  honourable  ex- 
ertion. 

While  he  listened  thus  eagerly  to  the  details  with 
which  the  Marquis  now  thought  it  nece^ary  to  in- 
trust him,  the  messenger  who  bad  been  diroatcbed  to 
the  Tower  of  Wolf's  Crag,  returned  with  Caleb  Bal- 
derstone's  humble  duty,  and  an  assurance  that  "i' 
should  be  in  seeinly  order,  sic  as  the  hurry  of  time 
permitted,  to  receive  their  lordships  as  it  bc^hoved." 

Ravcnswood  was  too  well  accustomed  to  his  Sene- 
schal's mode  Of  acting  and  speaking,  to  hope  much 
from  this  confident  assurance.  He  knew  that  Cakb 
acted  upon  the  principle  of  the  Spanish  generals,  in 

the  campaign  of ^  who,  much  to  the  perplexity  of 

the  Prince  of  Orange,  their  commander-in-cnief^  used 
to  repoit  their  troops  as  full  in  number,  and  possessed 
of  aU  necessary  points  of  e<iuipment.  not  considering 
it  consistent  with  iheirdignity,  or  the  honour  of  Spain, 
to  confess  any  deficiency  either  in  men  or  munition, 
until  the  want  of  both  was  unavoidably  discovoed  in 
the  day  of  battle.  Accordingly,  Ravcnswood  thouf^i 
it  necessary  to  give  the  Marauis  some  hint,  thattM 
fair  assurance  which  they  had  just  received  from  Ca- 
leb, did  not  by  any  means  insure  them  against  a  ver) 
indifferent  reception. 

"You  do  yourself  injustice,  Master,"  said  the  Mar- 
quis, "or  you  wish  to  suriirise  mc  agreeably.  Prom 
inis  window  I  see  a  great  light  in  the  direction  wheiBi 
if  I  r(^iember  aright,  Wolfs  Crag  lies ;  and,  to  judge 
from  the  splendour  which  the  old  Tower  sheas  around 
it,  the  preparations  for  our  reception  must  be  of  no 
ordinary  acscriptipn.  I  remember  jour  fatherputting 
the  same  deception  on  me,  when  we  went  to  the 
Tower  for  a  few  days'  hawking,  about  twenty  year? 
since,  and  yet  we  spent  our  time  as  jollily  at  Wolf* 
Crag  as  we  could  have  done  at  my  own  hunting  seat 
at  B- ." 

"Your  lordship,  I  fear,  will  experience  that  the 
faculty  of  the  present  proprietor  to  enter  tain  his  friends 
is  greatly  abridged,"  said  Ravcnswood :  **  the  will  I 
need  hardly  say,  remains  the  same.  Bat  I  am  as 
.much  at  a  lo^s  as  your  lordship  to  account  for  so 
strong  and  brilliant  a  light  as  is  now  above  Wolfs 
Crag,— the  windows  of  the  Tower  are  few  and  narrow, 
and  those  of  the  lower  story  are  hidden  fVom  us  by 
the  wiilh  of  the  court  I  cannot  conceive  that  anv 
illumination  of  an  ordinary  nature  could  aflbrd  saca 
a  blaze  of  light." 

The  mystery  was  soon  explained ;  for  the  cavalcade 
almost  instantly  halted,  and  the  voice  of  Caleb  Bal- 
derstone was  heard  at  the  coach  window,  exclaiming, 
in  accents  broken  by  grief  and  fear,  "  Ocn.  gentlemen 
— Och,  my  gude  lords— Och,  baud  to  the  right!— 
Wolfs  Crag  is  burning,  bower  and  ha' — a'  tfe  rich 
plenishing  outside  and  mside— a'  the  fine  graith,  pic- 
tures, tapestries,  needle-wark,  hangings,  and  otha 
decorements — a  in  a  bleeze,  as  if  they  were  nae  miii 
than  sac  raony  peats,  or  as  muckle  peas-strae !  Haod 
to  the  ri^t,  gentlemen,  I  implore  ye — there  is  sonw 
sma' nrovisions  making  at  Lucky  Sma'trash's— butO 
wae  for  this  night,  and  wae  for  me  that  lives  to  see  it  !* 
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Raveiiswood  was  at  first  stunned  bjr  this  new  and 
uaexpected  calamity;  but  after  a  momont^s  recol- 
lectioo,  he  wornnK  from  the  carria^  and  hastily  bid- 
ding ma  noble  kinsman  good^nigbt^  was  about  to 
ascend  the  hill  towards  the  castle,  the  broad  and  full 
conflagration  of  which  now  flung  forth  a  high  column 
of  red  light,  that  flickered  fiur  to  seawaia  upon  the 
dashing  waves  of  the  ocean. 

'*Take  a  horsey  Master,**  exclaimed  the  Marquis, 
greatly  affected  faY  this  additional  misfortune,  so  ua- 
expectedly  heaped  upon  his  yoangDroteg6 ;  "  and  give 
me  my  ambling  palfrey; — and  haste  forward|  jrou 
knaves,  to  see  what  can  be  done  to  save  the  furmture, 
or  to  extinguish  the  fire— ride,  you  knaves,  for  your 
tires  r 

The  attendants  bustled  together,  and  began  to 
strike  their  horses  with  the  spur,  and  call  upon  Caleb 
to  show  them  the  road.  But  the  voice  of  that  careful 
Seneschal  was  heard  above  the  tumult,  ^O  8toi>— 
sirs,  stco— turn  bridle,  for  the  luve  of  mercy— add  not 
loss  of  uves  to  the  loss  of  warld's  gear  1— Thirty  bar- 
rels  of  powther,  landed  out  of  a  Dunkirk  dogger  in 
the  aold  lord's  time— a*  in  the  vau'ts  of  the  auld 
tower,— the  fire  caana  be  far  aif  it,  I  trow— Lord's 
sake,  to  the  ri^t,  lads— to  the  right— let's  put  the  hill 
at  ween  us  and  peril,— a  wap  wi'  a  corner-stone  o' 
Wolfs  Crag  wad  defy  the  doctor !" 

It  will  rudily  be  supposed  that  this  annunciation 
hwiied  the  Marquis  and  his  attendants  into  the  route 
winch  Caleb  prescribed,  dragging  Ravenswood  along 
Willi  them,  although  there  was  much  in  the  matter 
whitth  he  could  not  possibly  comprehend.  "  Gunpow- 
der f  he  exclaimed,  laying  hold  of  Cald>,  ■  who  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  escape  from  him;  *^  what  gun- 
powder 1  How  any  quantity  of  powder  could  be  in 
Wolfs  Crag  vritbout  my  knowledge,  I  cannot  possibly 


It  I  can,"  interrupted  the  Marquis,  whispering 
him,  **!  can  comprehend  it  thoroughly— for  God*8 
tak&juk  him  no  more  questions  at  present" 

'"  There  it  is,  now,"  nid  Caleb,  extricating  himself 
from  his  master,  and  adjusting  nis  dress,  *  your  ho- 
nour vriU  believe  his  lordshb's  nonourable  testimony 
—His  lordship  minds  weel,  how,  in  the  year  that  him 
they  ca'd  Krag  WUlie  died^' 

^Hosh !  hush,  my  good  friend  I"  said  the  Marquis ; 
"  I  shall  satisfy  your  master  upon  that  subjects" 

"^And  the  people  at  Wolf  s-hope"— said  Ravens- 
wood,  **  did  none  of  them  come  to  your  assistance 
before  the  flame  got  so  high  ?" 

**  Ay  did  thev,  mony  ane  of  them,  the  rapscallions  V* 
said  Caleb ;  "*  out  tnuy  I  was  in  nae  hurry  to  let  them 
into  the  Tower,  wh^e  there  were  so  much  plate  and 
vahiables." 

**  Confound  yon  for  an  impudent  liarl"  said  Ra- 
venswood, in  uncontrollable  ire,  "  there  was  not  a 
single  ounce  of* 

^^Porby,"  said  the  butler,  most  irreverently  raising 
his  voice  to  a  pitch  which  drowned  his  mast^s,  "  the 
fire  made  &st  on  us,  owing  to  the  store  of  tapestry 
and  carved  timmer  in  the  banqueting  ha*,  and  the 
looos  ran  like  scanded  rats  sae  sune  as  they  heard  of 
the  gnnpouther.'* 

"1  do  entreat^**  said  the  Marquis  to  Ravenswood, 
**  ypa  wfll  ask  him  no  more  questions.** 

Onlv  one,  my  lord— What  has  become  of  poor 
MysieT* 

Mvsie  T*  said  Caleb,  *'  I  had  nae  time  to  look  about 
any  Mysie— riie*s  in  the  tower,  Fee  warrant,  biding 
her  aifml  doom.'* 

"Br  heaven,**  said  Ravensvrood,  "I do  not  under- 
stand all  this  I  The  life  of  a  faithful  old  creature  is  at 
stake— my  lord,  I  will  be  withheld  no  longer— I  will  at 
least  ride  op,  and  see  whether  the  danger  is  as  immi- 
nent as  this  old  fool  pretends." 

**  Weel,  then,  as  I  Uve  by  bread,"  said  Caleb,  "  Mysie 
is  weel  and  safSe.  I  saw  ner  out  of  the  castle  before  I 
left  it  myselL  Was  I  ganging  to  foiget  an  auld  fellow- 
servant  r* 

"  What  made  you  tell  me  the  contrary  this  mo- 
ment T*  said  his  master. 

"Did  I  tell  vou  the  contrary  f  said  Caleb;  "then 
I  maun  has  been  dreaming  surely,  or  this  awsdnic 
nigjht  has  tamed  my  judgment— but  safe  she  is,  and 


ne*cr  a  hving  soul  m  the  casde,  a'  the  better  for  them 
—they  wad  have  gotten  an  unco  heezy.*' 

The  Master  of  Ravenswood.  upon  this  assurance 
being  solemnly  reiterated,  and  notwithstanding  his 
extreme  wish  to  witness  the  last  exploaonT^niich 
was  to  nnn  to  the  ground  the  mansion  of  hisfathers, 
sufiercd  himself  to  be  dragged  onward  towards  the 
village  of  Wolf  s-hope,  whore  not  only  the  change 
house,  but  that  of  our  well-known  firiend  the  cooper, 
were  all  prepared  for  reception  of  himself  and  his 
noble  guest,  with  a  liberality  of  provision  which  re* 
quires  some  explanation. 

We  omitted  to  mention  in  its  place,  that  Lockhard, 
haying  fished  out  the  tmth  concerning  the  mode  by 
which  Caleb  had  obtained  the  supplies  for  his  banquet, 
the  Lord  Keeper,  amused  with  the  incident,  and  aesi- 
rous  at  the  time  to  gratify  Ravenswood,  had  recom- 
mended the  cooper  of  Wolf  s-hope  to  the  official  situ- 
ation under  ^verament,  the  prospect  of  which  had 
re<x»nciled  him  to  the  loss  of  his  wild-fowl.  Mr. 
Girder's  preferment  had  occasioned  a  pleasing  sur- 
prise to  old  Caleb ;  for  when,  some  days  after  his  mas- 
ter's departure,  he  found  himself  absolutely  compelled 
by  some  necessary  business,  to  visit  the  fiming  ham- 
let, and  was  glidiiuf  like  a  ghost  past  the  door  of  the 
cooper,  for  fear  ox  being  summoned  to  give  some 
account  of  the  progress  of  the  solicitation  in  his  favour, 
or,  more  probably,  that  the  inmates  might  upbraid 
him  with  the  false  hope  he  had  held  out  upon  the  sub» 
ject,  he  heard  himself^  not  without  some  apprehension, 
summoned  at  once  in  treble,  tenor,  and  oass. — ^a  trio 
performed  by  the  voices  of  Mrs.  Girder,  old  Dame 
Loup- the-dike,  and  the  goodman  of  the  dwelling— 
"Mr.  Caleb-Mr.  Caleb-Mr.  Caleb  Balderstonel  I 
hope  you  arena  ganging  dry-lipped  by  our  door,  and 
we  sae  muckle  indebted  to  you  7 

This  might  be  said  ironically  as  well  as  in  earnest. 
Caleb  augured  the  worst,  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  tno 
aforesaid,  and  was  niovmg  doggedly  on,  his  ancient 
castor  pulled  over  his  brows,  and  his  eyes  bent  on  the 
ground,  as  if  to  count  the  flinty  pebbles  with  which 
tne  rude  pathway  was  causewayed.  But  on  a  sudden 
he  found  himself  surrounded  in  his  progress,  like  a 
stately  merchantman  in  the  Gut  of  Gibraltar  (I  hope 
the  ladies  will  excuse  the  tarpaulin  phrase)  by  three 
Algerine  gallcvs. 

Gude  guide   us,  Mr.  Balderstonel**   said    Mrs. 
Girder. 

"  Wha  wad  hae  thought  it  of  an  auld  and  kend 
friend !"  said  the  mother. 

"  And  no  sae  muckle  as  stav  to  receive  our  thanks," 
said  the  cooper  himself^  "  ana  fine  the  like  o'  me  that 
seldom  oflers  them !  I  am  sure  I  hope  there's  nae  ill 
seed  sawn  between  us,  Mr.  Baldcrstone— Ony  man 
thai  has  said  to  ye,  I  am  no  gratefu'  for  the  situation 
of  Queen's  cooper,  let  me  hae  a  whample  at  him  wi' 
mine  eatche*—  that's  a'." 

"  My  good  friends— my  dear  friends,"  said  Caleb, 
still  doubting  how  the  certainty  of  the  matter  might 
stand,  "  what  needs  a'  this  ceremony  1— ane  trios  to 
serve  their  fiienda,  and  sometimes  they  may  happen  to 
prosper,  and  sometimes  to  misgie-naething  I  care  to  be 
fashed  wi'  less  than  thanks— I  never  could  bide  them." 

**  Faith  Mr.  Balderstone,  ve  suld  hae  been  fashed 
wi'  few  o'  mine,"  said  the  downright  man  of  staves 
and  hoops,  **if  I  had  only  your  gude-will  to  thank  yo 
for— I  suld  e'en  hae  set  the  guse,  and  the  wild  deukes, 
and  the  runlet  of  sack,  to  balance  that  account  Chide- 
will,  man,  is  a  geizen  d  tub,  that  bauds  in  nae  Hquor— 
but  gude  deed's  like  the  cask,  tight  round,  and  sound, 
that  will  baud  liouor  for  the  king.' 

"  Have  ye  no  heard  of  our  letter/'  said  the  mother- 
in-law,  "  making  our  Jol^n  the  Queen's  cooper  for 
certain  7— and  scarce  a  chield  that  had  ever  hammer- 
ed gird  upon  tub  but  was  appljringfor  itT' 

'^  Havel  heard  I!  I"  said  Caleb,  (who  now  found 
how  the  wind  set.)  with  an  accent  of  exceeding  con- 
tempt at  the  doubt  expressed—*'  Have  1  hearcT  quo' 
she ! ! !"— and  as  he  spoko  he  changed  his  shambling, 
skulking,  dodging  pane,  into  a  manly  and  authorita- 
tive step,  re-adjuflt«l  his  rocked  hat,  and  suffered  his 
brow  to  emerffo  from  under  it  in  all  the  pride  of  aris- 
tocracy, like  the  sun  from  behind  a  cloud. 

*  Angtke,  wlze. 
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**  To  be  suns  he  canna  but  hac  heard,"  said  the  good 

woman.  ...  ..  i    .      .1      •  1 ««      •  1 

"Ay,  to  be  sure,  it's  impossible  but  I  should,"  said 
Caleb;  "and  sae  FU  be  the  first  to  kiss  ye,  joe,  and 
wish  you,  cooper,  much  joy  of  your  preferment,  nae- 
thinff  doubting  but  ye  ken  wha  are  your  friends,  and 
Aarehelped  ye,  and  can  help  ye.  I  thourfit  it  righj  Jo 
look  a  wee  sf range  upon  it  at  first,"  added  Caleb, 
"just  to  see  if  ye  were  made  of  the  right  mettle—  but 
ye  ring  true,  lad,  ye  ring  tnic !"  .    ,     ,  .       ,    , 

So  saying,  with  a  most  lordly  air  he  kissed  the 
women,  ana  abandoned  his  hand,  with  an  air  of 
serene  patronage,  to  the  hearty  shake  of  Mr.  Girder's 
horn-hard  palm.  Upon  this  complete,  and  to  Caleb 
most  satismctory.  information,  he  did  not,  it  may 
readily  be  beUevea,  he»tate  to  accept  an  invitation  to 
a  solemn  feast,  to  which  were  invited,  not  only  all  the 
TiotabUs  of  the  village,  but  even  his  ancient  antago- 
nist, Mr.  Dingwall  himself.  At  this  festivity  he  was 
of  course,  th^  most  wdooine  and  most  honoured  guest ; 
and  so  well  did  he  ply  the  company  Mrith  stones  of 
what  he  could  do  with  his  master,  his  master  ¥dth 
the  Lord  Kee{>er,  the  Lord  Keeper  with  the  Council, 
and  the  Council  with  the  King,  that  before  the  com- 

Eany  dismissed,  (which  was,  indeed,  rather  at  an  early 
oiur  than  a  late  one,)  every  man  of  note  in  the  village 
was  ascending  to  the  top-gallant  of  some  ideal  prefer- 
ment by  the  ladder  of  ropes  which  Caleb  had  present- 
ed to  tneir  imagination.  Nay,  the  cunning  butler 
regained  in  that  moment,  not  only  all  the  influence  he 
possessed  formerly  over  the  villagers,  when  the  baro- 
nial family  which  he  served  were  at  the  proudest,  but 
acouired  even  an  accession  of  importance.  The  writer 
— tne  very  attorney  himself— such  is  the  thirst  of  pre- 
ferment—felt  the  force  of  the  attraction,  and  taking 
an  opportunity  to  draw  Caleb  into  a  comer.  qx>ke, 
with  anectionate  regret,  of  the  declining  health  of  the 
therifT-clerk  of  the  county. 

"An  excellent  man— a  most  valuable  man,  Mr. 
Caleb— but  fat  sail  I  say  I — we  are  peer  feckless  bodies 
— here  the  day,  and  awa  by  cock-screech  the  mom— 
and  if  he  failzies,  there  maun  be  somebody  in  his  place 
— and  gif  that  ye  could  airt  it  my  way,  I  sail  be 
thankful,  man— a  gluve  stufied  wi'  gowd  nobles — an' 
harky&  man,  something  canny  till  yoursell— and  the 
Wolfs-nope  carles  to  settle  kindly  wi'  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood— that  is,  Lord  Ravenswood— God  bless 
his  lordship  !'* 

A  smile,  and  a  hearty  squeeze  by  the  hand,  was  the 
suitable  answer  to  this  overture — and  Caleb  made  his 
escape  from  the  jovial  party,  in  order  to  avoid  com- 
mitting himself  by  any  special  promises. 

"The  Lord  be  gude  to  me,*^  said  Caleb,  when  he 
found  himself  in  tne  open  air,  and  at  liberty  to  give 
vent  to  the  self  exultation  with  which  he  was,  as  it 
were  distended ;  "did  ever  ony  man  see  sic  a  set  of 
green-gaislings !— the  very  pick-maws  and  solangeese 
outby  yonder  at  the  Boss  hae  ten  times  their  sense ! — 
God  an  I  had  been  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  to 
the  Estateso'  Parhament,  they  couldna hae  befiumm'd 
me  mair— and,  to  speak  Heaven's  truth,  I  could  hardly 
hae  beflumm'd  them  better  neither  1  But  the  writer— 
ha !  ha !  ha !— ah,  ha !  ha !  ha !  mercy  on  me,  that  I  suld 
live  in  my  auld  dajrs  to  gie  the  ^ng-by  to  the  very 
writer !— Sherifi'-clerk ! !  I— But  I  hae  an  auld  account 
to  settle  wi'  the  carle :  and  to  make  amends  for  by- 
ganes,  the  office  shall  just  cost  him  as  much  time- 
serving and  tide-serving,  as  if  he  were  to  get  it  in 
gude  earnest— of  whilk  there  is  sma'  appearance, 
unless  the  Master  learns  mair  the  ways  of  this  warld, 
whilk  it  is  muckle  to  be  doubt^  that  he  never  will 
do.'' 


CHAPTER  XXVL 

Wbj  names  jon  (kr  mimmit— why  slioot  to  the  blast 
Those  onibera,  like  stars  from  Uio  firmanicnt  cast  I 
Tis  Uie  flre-showcr  of  rain,  all  dreadAillj  driven 
FYom  thine  ejrrr,  that  beacons  tho  darkness  of  Heaven. 

Campbell. 

Thb  circumstances  announced  in  the  conclusion  of 
the  last  chapter,  vnll  account  for  the  ready  and  cheer- 
ful reception  of  the  Marquis  of  A and  the 

Master  of  Ravenswood  in  tne  village  of  Wolf's-hone. 
In  fact,  Caleb  had  no  sooner  announced  the  conda- 


gration  of  the  tower,  than  the  virfaofe  hamlet  were  upon 
loot  to  hasten  to  extinguish  the  flames.  And  altbwigh 
that  zealous  adherent  diverted  their  zeal  by  inti- 
mating the  formidable  contents  of  the  subterranean 
apartments,  yet  the  check  only  turned  their  assiduity 
into  another  direction.  Never  had  there  been  each 
slaughtering  of  capons,  and  fat  geese,  and  baro-door 
fowls, — never  such  boiling  of  rtcMted  bams,— never 
such  making  of  car-cakes  and  sweet  scone^  Selkiik 
bannocks,  cookies,  and  petticoat-tails,— delicaoM 
little  known  to  the  present  generation.  Never  had 
there  been  such  a  tapping  01  barrels  and  such  un- 
corking of  graybeards,  m  the  village  ot  Wolf's-hope. 
All  the  interior  houses  were  thrown  ooeo  for  the 
reception  of  the  Marquis's  dependants,  who  came,  it 
was  thought,  as  precursors  of  the  shower  of  pn^- 
ment,  which  hereafter  was  to  leave  the  t&X  of 
Scotland  diy.  in  order  to  disdl  its  rich  dews  on  the 
village  of  Wolf 's- hope  under  Lammermoor.  The 
minister  put  in  his  claim  to  have  the  guesis  of  dis- 
tinction lodged  at  the  Manse,  having  his  eye,  it  was 
thought,  upon  a  neighbouring  proferment,  where  the 
incumbent  was  sickly;  but  Mr.  Balderstone  destiaod 
that  honour  to  the  coop^.  his  wife,  and  wife's  mother, 
who  danced  for  joy  at  tne  preference  thus  assignea 
them. 

Many  a  beck  and  many  a  bow  welcomed  th^« 
noble  guests  to  as  good  entertainment  as  persons  of 
such  rank  couM  set  before  such  visiters ;  and  the  old 
dame,  who  had  formerly  Uved  in  Ravenswood  Castk, 
and  knew,  as  she  ssid,  the  ways  of  the  nobiUty,  was 
in  no  whit  wanting  in  arranging  matters,  as  well  as 
circumstances  permitted,  accoraing  to  the  edqueite 
of  the  times.  The  coopers  house  was  so  roomy,  that 
each  guest  had  his  separate  retiring  room,  to  whidi 
they  were  ushered  with  all  due  ceremony,  wluk  tht 
plentiful  supper  was  in  the  act  of  being  placed  upon 
the  table. 

Ravenswood  no  sooner  found  himself  alone,  than, 
impelled  by  a  thousand  feelings,  he  left  the  apartment, 
the  house,  and  the  villag^  and  hastily  retraced  hie 
steps  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  which  rose  betwixt  the 
villaga  and  screened  it  from  the  tower,  in  ordo-  io 
view  tne  final  fall  of  the  house  of  his  fathers.  Some 
idle  boys  from  the  hamlet  had  taken  the  sane 
direction  out  of  curiosity,  having  first  witnened  the 
arrival  of  the  coach-and-six  and  its  attendants.  Ab 
they  ran  one  by  one  past  the  Master,  calling  to  etch 
other  to  "  come  and  see  the  aidd  tower  blaw  op  n 
the  lift  like  the  peehngs  of  an  ingan,"  he  could  not  but 
feel  himself  moved  with  indignation.  "4nd  these  are 
the  sons  of  my  father's  vassals,"  he  said—**  of  Bica 
bound,  both  by  law  and  gratitude,  to  follow  our  sCcm 
through  battle,  and  fir&  and  flood;  and  now  the 
destruction  of  their  liege-lord's  house  is  but  a  holidsr's 
sight  to  them  1" 

These  exasperating  reflections  Mrere  partly  ex- 
pressed in  the  acrimony  with  which  he  exdaLiined, 
on  feeling  himself  pulled  by  the  cloak,— **  What  de 
you  want,  you  dog  1" 

"I  am  a  dog,  imd  an  auld  dog  too,"  answend 
Caleb,  for  it  w§s  he  who  had  taken  the  fieeikni, 
"  and  I  am  like  to  get  a  dog's  wages— %ut  it  doei 
not  signification  a  jMnch  of  sneeshing,  for  I  am  owa 
auld  a  dog  to  learn  new  tricks,  or  to  follow  a  nev 
master." 

As  he  spoke,  Ravenswood  attained  the  ridge  d 
the  hill  from  which  Wolfs  Crag  was  visible ;  the 
flames  had  entirely  sunk  down,  and,  to  his  grrai 
surprise,  there  was  only  a  dusky  reddening  upon  tbt 
clouds  immediately  over  the  castle,  which  aeemed 
tlie  reflection  of  the  embers  of  the  sunken  fire. 

"  The  place  cannot  have  blown  up,"  said  tk 
Master;  we  must  have  heard  the  report — if  4 
quarter  of  the  gunpowder  was  there  you  teU  me  oC  k 
would  have  been  heard  twenty  miles  olT." 

"  It's  very  like  it  wad,"  said  Balderstone,  coa- 
poscdly. 
"Then  the  fire  cannot  have  reached  the  vauluT 
"It's  like  no,"  answered  Caleb,  with   the  mmt 
impenetrable  gravity. 

Hark  ye,  Caleb,^'  said  his  master,  **  this  glow*  > 
Uttle  too  much  for  my  patience.  I  must  go  so; 
examine  how  matters  stand  at  Wolf's  Crag  myaetC* 
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Tour  honour  is  Raogiiig  to  gang  noe  sic  gate," 
wd  Calelk  finnly. 

**  And  war  oot  ?"  said  Ravenawood,  sharply ;  "  who 
Of  what  flhall  prevent  me  T* 

**  Even  I  myaell,"  said  Caleb,  with  the  same  deter- 
mioadon. 

"  Voo,  Balderstone  V*  replied  the  Master ;  "  you  are 
forgetting  yourself^  I  think." 

But!  think  no,"  said  Balderstone;  "for  I  can 
just  tell  ye  a'  about  the  castle  on  this  knowe-head  as 
weel  as  if  ye  were  at  it.  Only  dinna  pit  yoursell  into 
A  kippase,  and  expose  yoursell  before  the  weans,  or 
before  the  Manjuis,  when  ve  gang  downby." 

**  Speak  out.  you  old  fool,"  rqslied  his  master,  "and 
let  me  know  the  best  and  the  worst  at  once." 

"  Ou,  the  best  and  the  warst  is.  just  that  the  tower 
is  Btanding  hail  and  fieir,  as  sale  and  as  empty  as 
when  ye  left  it" 

"  Indeed !— and  the  fire  ?"  said  Rayenswood. 

'*Not  a  gleed  of  fire,  then,  except  the  bit  kindlinir 
peat,  and  maybe  a  apimk  in  Mysie's  cutty-pipe, 
repmd  Caleb. 

Bat  the  flame?"  demanded  Ravenswoodj  "the 
hroid  blaxe  which  might  have  been  seen  ten  nules  off 
—what  occasioned  that  ?" 

*'Hoat  awa  I  it's  an  auld  saying  and  a  true, — 

Little's  the  licht 

Will  be  seen  far  in  a  mirk  night 

A  wheen  fern  and  horse  litter  that  I  fired  in  the  court- 
yard, after  sending  back  the  loun  of  a  footman ;  and, 
to  epeak  heaven's  truth,  the  next  time  that  ye  send  or 
bring  ony  body  here,  let  them  be  gentles  allenarily, 
without  ony  fremd  servants,  like  that  chield  Lock- 
hard,  to  be  gledging  and  gleeing  about,  and  looking 
opon  the  wrang  »ae  of  ane's  housekeeping,  to  the 
discredit  of  the  ramily,  and  forcing  ane  to  damn  their 
souls  wT  telli^  ae  lee  after  another  faster  than  I  can 
count  them — ^I  wad  rather  set  fire  to  the  tower  in 
gude  earnest,  and  bum  it  ower  my  ain  head  into  the 
harrain,  or  I  see  the  family  dishonoured  in  the  sort." 

"upon  my  word,  I  am«mfinitely obliged  by  the pro- 
ponl,  Caleb,"  raid  his  master,  scarce  able  to  restrain 
his  laofhter,  though  rath^  angry  at  the  same  time. 
"  But  the  gunpowder  ?— is  there  such  a  thing  in  the 
Iowct7— The  Maxmiis  seemed  to  know  of  it" 

"The jpouther— -ha!  ha!  ha! — the  Marqius— ha! 
ha!  ha!^  replied  Calrf>;  "if  your  honour  were  to 
brain  me,  I  behooved  to  laugh— the  Marquis;— the  pou- 
ther !— was  it  there  *?  ay,  it  was  there.  Did  he  ken 
o'll— my  certje!  the  Marquis  kend  o't,  and  it  was 
the  best  o'  the  game ;  for  when  I  could  nae  pacify  your 
honour  wi'  a  that  I  could  say,  I  aye  threw  out  a 
word  mair  about  the^impouther.  and  garr'd  the  Mar- 
quis tak  the  job  in  his  ain  hand. 

"  But  ypu  nave  not  answered  my  questwn,"  said  the 
Master,  ioipaaently ;  "how  came  the  powder  there, 
and  where  is  it  now  f  * 

"Ou,  it  came  there,  an  ye  maun  needs  ken."  said 
Cal^  looking  mysteriously,  and  whispering,  '  when 
them  was  like  to  be  a  wee  bit  rising  nere  :  and  the 
Manjuis,  and  a'  the  great  lords  of  the  north,  were  a' 
in  it,  and  mony  a  gudely  gun  and  broadsword  were 
ferried  ower  frae  Dunkirk  forby  the  pouther— awfu' 
walk  we  had  getting  them  into  the  tower  under  cloud 
o"  night,  for  ye  maun  think  it  wasna  everybody  could 
be  trusted  wr  sic  kittle  jobs— But  if  ye  will  gae  hame 
to  yoor  sapper,  1  will  tell  you  a'  about  it  as  ye  gaiig 
down." 

"And  these  wretched  boys,"  said  Ravenswood,  "is 
it  your  pleasure  they  are  to  sit  there  all  ni^t,  to  wait 
for  the  blowing  up  of  a  tower  that  is  not  even  on 
fire?" 

"  Sordy  not,  if  it  is  yotir  honour's  pleasure  that  they 
suld  gang  hame ;  although,"  added  Caleb,  "  it  wadna 
do  them  a  grain's  damage — they  wad  screigh  less  the 
next  day,  aiKl  sleoD  the  sounder  at  e'en— But  just  as 
your  honour  likes. 

Stepping  accordingly  towards  the  urchins  who 
manned  tne  knolls  near  which  they  stood,  Caleb 
informed  them,  in  an  authoritative  tone,  that  their 
Honours  Lord   Ravenswood   and   the  Marquis  of 

A had  given  orders  that  the  tower  was  not  to 

bk>w  up  till  next  day  at  noon.    The  boys  di^crsed 
upon  tn'is  cora(i»rtablc  assurance.    One  or  two,  how- 


ever, followed  Caleb  for  more  information,  partica- 
larly  the  urchin  whom  he  had  cheat^  while  officiat- 
ing aa  turnspit,  who  screamod.  "Mr.  Balderstone! 
Mr.  Balderstone !  than  the  castle's  gane  out  like  aa 
auld  wife's  spunk  V* 

"  To  be  sure  it  is,  callant,"  said  the  butler ;  "  do  ye 
think  the  castle,  of^as  great  a  lord  as  Lord  Ravens- 
wood  wad  continue  in  a  bleeze,  and  him  standing 
looking  on  wi'  his  ain  very  een?— It's  aye  right,"  con- 
tinued Caleb,  shaking  off  his  ra^ed  page,  and  clos- 
ing in  to  his  master,  to  train  up  weans,  as  the  wise 
man  says,  in  the  way  they  should  go,  and,  aboon  a', 
to  teach  them  respect  to  their  supenors." 

"But  all  this  while,  Caleb,  you  have  never  told  me 
what  became  of  the  arms  and  powder,"  said  Ravens- 
wood. 

"Why,  as  for  the  arms,"  said  Caleb,  "it  was  jusi 

like  the  bairn's  rhyme— 

'  Some  faed  ea«t  uid  foroe  goed  west. 
And  some  gaed  to  the  craw's  nest :' 

And  for  the  nouther,  I  e'en  changed  it,  as  occanon 
served,  with  tne  skippers  o'  Dutch  fuggers  and  French 
vessels,  for  gin  and  brandy,  and  it  served  the  house 
mony  a  year — a  gude  swap  too,  between  what  cheer- 
eth  the  soul  of  man  and  that  which  dingeth  it  clean 
out  of  his  body ;  forby,  I  keepit  a  whcen  pounds  of  it 
for  yoursell  when  ye  wanted  lo  take  the  pleasure  o' 
shooting— whiles,  m  these  latter  days,  I  wad  hardly 
hae  kend  else  whar  to  get  pouther  for  your  pleasure. 
—And  now  that  your  anger  is  ower,  sir,  wasna  that 
weel  managed  o'  me,  and  arena  ye  far  better  sorted 
doun  yonder,  than  ye  could  hae  been  in  your  ain  auld 
ruins  upby  yonder,  as  the  case  stands  w'  us  now  1 — 
the  mair's  the  pity." 

"I  believe  you  may  be  right,  Caleb;  but,  before 
burning  down  my  castle,  either  in  jest  or  in  earnest" 
said  Ravenswood,  "  1  thmk  I  had  a  right  to  be  in  the* 
secret" 

"  Fie  for  shame,  voiu-  honour !"  replied  Caleb ;  "  it 
fits  an  auld  carle  liKe  me  wecl  eneugh  lo  tell  lees  for 
the  credit  of  the  family,  but  it  wadna  beseem  the  like 
o'  your  honour's  sell ;  besides,  young  folk  are  no  judi- 
cious— they  cannot  make  the  niaist  of  a  bit  figment. 
Now  this  fire— for  a  fire  it  sail  b&  if  I  suld  burn  the 
auld  stable  to  make  it  mair  feasible— this  fire,  besides 
that  it  will  be  an  excuse  for  askingony  thing  we  want 
through  the  country,  or  doun  at  the  haven— this  fire 
will  settle  mony  things  on  an  honourable  footing  for 
the  family's  credit,  that  cost  me  telling  twenty  daily 
lees  to  a  wheen  idle  chaps  and  queana,  and,  what's 
waur,  without  gaining  credence." 

"  That  was  hard  indeed,  Caleb ;  but  I  do  not  see 
how.this  fire  should  help  jTOur  veracity  or  your  credit." 

"There  it  is  now!"  said  Caleb;  wasna  I  saying 
that  young  folk  had  a  green  judgment  7— How  suld 
it  help  me,  quotha?— it  will  be  a  creditable  apology 
for  the  honour  of  the  family  for  this  score  of  years  to 
come,  if  it  is  weel  guided.  Where's  the  family  pic- 
tures? says  ae  meddling  body— the  great  fire  at 
Wolf's  Crag,  answers  I.  Where's  the  family  plate  ? 
says  another— the  great  fire^  says  I;  wha  was  to 
think  of  plate,  when  Ufe  and  limb  were  in  danger  7— 
Where's  the  wardrobe  and  the  linens?— where's  the 
tapestries  and  the  decorements?— beds  of  state,  twills, 
pands  and  testors,  napery  and  broidered  wark?— The 
fire— the  fire— the  fire.  Guide  the  fire  weel,  and  it 
will  serve  ye  for  a*  that  ye  suld  have  and  have  not— 
and,  in  some  sort,  a  gude  excuse  is  better  than  the 
things  themselves;  for  they  maun  crack  and  wear 
out,  and  be  consumed  by  time,  whereas  a  gude  on- 
come,  prudently  and  creditably  handled,  may  serve  a 
nobleman  and  his  family.  Lord  kens  howlang! 

Ravenswood  was  too  well  acquainted  with  his  but- 
ler's pertinacity  and  self-opinion,  to  dispute  the  pomt 
with  him  any  farther.  Leaving  Caleb^  therefore,  to 
the  enjoyment  of  his  own  successfiil  in^nuily,  he 
returned  to  the  hamlet,  where  he  found  the  Marquis 
and  the  good  women  of  the  mansion  under  some 
anxiety— tne  former  on  account  of  his  absence,  the 
others  for  the  discredit  their  cookery  might  sustain 
by  the  delay  of  the  supper.  All  were  now  at  ease, 
and  heard  with  pleasure  that  the  fire  at  the  castle 
had  burned  out  of  itself  without  reachmg  the  vaults, 
which  was  the  only  information  that  Ravenswood 
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thought  it  proper  to  give  in  public  concerning  the 
event  of  his  butler's  stratagem. 

They  sat  down  to  an  excellent  supper.  No  invita- 
tion could  prevail  on  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Girder,  even  in 
their  own  house,  to  sit  down  at  table  with  guests  of 
such  hi^  quahty.  They  remained  standing  in  the 
apartment,  and  acted  the  part  of  respectful  and  care- 
ful attendants  on  the  company.  Such  were  the 
manners  of  the  time.  The  eider  dame,  confident 
through  her  age  and  connexion  with  the  Ravens- 
wood  family,  was  less  scrupulously  ceremonious. 
She  played  a  mixed  part  betwixt  that  of  the  hostess 
of  an  inn,  and  the  mistress  of  a  private  house,  who 
receives  guests  above  her  own  degree.  She  recom- 
mended, and  even  pressed,  what  she  thought  bet<t, 
iand  was  herself  easily  entreated  to  take  a  moderate 
share  of  the  good  cheer,  in  order  to  encourage  her 
guests  by  her  own  example.  Often  she  interrupted 
herself;  to  express  her  regret  that  "  my  lord  did  not 
eat— that  the  Master  was  pyking  a  bare  bane— that, 
to  be  sure,  there  was  naethmg  there  fit  to  set  before 
their  honours— that  Lord  Allan,  rest  his  saul,  used  to 
Uke  a  pouthered  guse,  and  said  it  was  Latin  for  a  tass 
o'  brandy— that  the  brandy  came  frae  France  direct ; 
for,  for  a  the  English  laws  and  gaugers,  the  Wolf 's- 
hope  brigs  hadna  forgotten  the  gate  to  Dunkirk." 

Here  the  cooper  admonished  his  mother-in-Inw 
with  his  elbow,  which  procured  him  the  following 
special  notice  in  the  progress  of  her  speech. 

"Ve  needna  be  dunshin  that  gate,  John,"  con- 
tinued the  old  lady;  "naebody  says  that  ye  ken 
whar  the  brandy  comes  frae ;  and  it  wadna  be  fit- 
ting ye  should,  and  you  the  queen's  cooper;  and 
•what  Eignifies't,"  continued  she,  addressing  Lord 
Ravenswood,  "  to  king,  queen,  or  keiser,  w'liar  an 
aoki  wife  like  me  buys  her  pickle  snceshin,  or  her 
drap  brandy-wine,  to  baud  her  heart  up  T* 

Having  thus  extricated  herself  from  her  supposed 
false  step.  Dame  Loup-the-dyke  proceeded,  during 
the  rest  of  the  evening,  to  supply^  with  great  anima- 
tion, and  very  Uttle  assistance  from  her  guests,  the 
funds  necessary  for  tlie  support  of  the  conversation, 
until,  declhiing  any  furtlier  circulation  of  theu*  glass, 
her  guests  requested  her  permission  to  retire  to  their 
apartments. 

The  Marquis  occupied  the  chamber  of  dais,  which, 
in  every  house  above  the  rank  of  a  mere  cottoge,  was 
kept  sacred  for  such  high  occasions  as  the  present. 
The  modem  finishing  with  plaster  was  then  un- 
known, and  tapestry  was  confined  to  the  houses  of 
the  nobility  and  superior  gentry.  The  cooper,  there- 
fore, who  was  a  man  of  Some  vanity,  as  well  as 
some  wealth,  had  imitated  the  fashion  observed  by 
the  inferior  landholders  and  clergy,  who  usually  orna- 
mented their  state  apartments  with  hangings  of  a 
sort  of  stamped  leather,  manufactured  in  the  Nether- 
lands, garnished  with  trees  and  animals  executed  in 
copper  foil,  and  with  many  a  pithy  sentence  of  mo- 
rality, which,  although  couched  in  Low  Dutch,  were 
perhaps  as  much  attended  to  m  practice  as  if  written 
m  brood  Scotch.  The  whole  had  somewhat  of  a 
gloomy  aspect ;  but  the  fire,  composed  of  old  pitch- 
barrel  staves,  blazed  merrily  up  tlic  chimney ;  the 
bed  was  decorated  with  Unen  of  most  fresh  and  daz- 
zling whiteness,  which  had  never  before  been  used, 
and  might,  perhaps,  have  never  been  used  at  all,  but 
for  (his  liim  occasion.  On  the  toilette  beside,  stood 
an  old-fiu£ioned  mirror,  in  a  fillagree  frame,  part  of 
the  dispersed  finery  of  the  neighbouring  castle.  It 
was  flanked  by  a  long-neckeu  bottle  of  Florence 
wine,  by  which  stood  a  glass  nearly  as  tall,  rescra- 
h&DK  in  shape  that  which  Teniers  usually  places  in 
the  hands  m  his  own  portrait,  when  he  pamts  him- 
self as  mingling  in  the  revels  of  a  country  village. 
To  countenMilance  those  foreign  centinels,  there 
motmted  guard  on  the  other  side  of  the  mirror  two 
stout  warders  of  Scottish  lineage ;  a  jug,  namely,  of 
double  ale,  which  held  a  Scotch  pint,  and  a  qucdi, 
or  bicker,  of  ivoiy  and  ebony,  hooped  with  silver,  the 
woik  of  John  Girder's  own  nanoa,  and  the  pride  of 
his  heart  Besides  these  preparations  against  thirst, 
thero  was  a  goodly  diet-loal^  or  sweet-cake ;  so  that, 
with  such  auxiliaiies,  the  apartment  seemed  victualled 
against  a  siege  of  two  or  three  days. 


It  only  remains  to  say,  that  the  Marquis's  valet  was 
in  attendance,  displaying  his  master's  brocaded  n^t- 
gown,  and  richly  embroidered  velvet  cap,  Ihied  and 
faced  with  Brussels  lace,  upon  a  huge  leathern  tuf 
chair,  wheded  roimd  so  as  to  have  the  full  advantage 
of  the  comfortable  fire  which  we  have  already  men- 
tioned. We  therefore  commit  that  eminent  person  to 
his  night's  repose,  trusting  he  profited  by  the  ample 
preparations  made  for  his  accommodation,— prepara- 
tions which  we  have  mentioned  in  detail,  as  illus- 
trative of  ancient  Scottish  manners. 

It  is  not  necessary  we  should  be  coually  minute  in 
describing  the  sleeping  apartment  of  the  Master  of 
Ravenswood,  which  was  that  usually  occupied  by  the 
goodman  and  goodwife  themselves.  It  was  com- 
fortably hung  with  a  sort  of  worm-coloured  worsted, 
manufacturaa  in  Scotland,  approaching  in  texture  to 
what  is  now  called  shaloon.  A  staring  picture  d 
John  Girder  himself  ornamented  this  dormitory, 
painted  by  a  starving  Frenchman,  who  bad,  God 
knows  how  or  why,  strolled  over  from  Flushingor 
Dunkirk  to  Wolf's-hope  in  a  smuggling  dogger.  The 
features  wer^indeed,  Uiose  of  the  stubbonL  opiniona- 
tive,  yet  sensible  artisan,  but  Monsieur  had  contrived 
to  throw  a  French  grace  into  the  look  and  manneii  so 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  do^ed  gravity  of  the 
original,  that  it  was  impossible  to  look  at  it  without 
laughing.  John  and  his  family,  however,  iMqued 
themselves  not  a  little  upon  this  picture,  and  were 
proportionably  censured  by  the  neighbourhood,  who 
pronounced  that  the  cooper,  in  sitting;  for  the  saine» 
and  yet  more  in  presuming  to  hnng  it  up  in  his  bed- 
chamber, had  exceeded  his  privilege  as  the  richest 
man  of  uie  village ;  at  once  stept  beyond  the  bounds 
of  his  own  rank,  and  encroached  upon  those  of  the 
superior  orders ;  and,  in  fine,  had  been  guilty  of  a  very 
overweening  act  of  vanitv  and  presumption.  Respect 
for  the  memory  of  my  deceased  friend,  Mr.  Richard 
Tinto,  has  obliged  me  to  treat  this,  matter  at  some 
length;  but  I  spare  the  reader  his  prohx,  though 
curious  observations,  as  wdU  upon  the  character  of 
the  French  school,  as  upon  the  state  of  painting  in 
Scodand,  at  the  beginning  of  the  ejehteenth  century. 

The  other  preparations  of  the  Master's  slecpiiw 
apartment,  were  similar  to  those  in  the  chamber  oi 
dais. 

At  the  usual  eaiiy  hour  of  that  period,  the  Maraois 

of  A and  his  kinsman  prepared  .toTirsume  their 

ioumejr.  This  coidd  not  be  done  without  an  ample 
breakfast,  in  which  cold  meat  and  hot  meat,  and  oat- 
meal flummery,  wine  and  spirits,  and  milk  varied  by 
every  possible  mode  of  preparation,  evinced  the  same 
desire  to  do  honour  to  their  guesti^  which  had  beea 
shown  by  the  hospitable  owners  of  the  mansion  upon 
the  evening  before.  All  the  bustle  of  preparation  for 
departure  now  resounded  through  Wolffs-hope,  There 
was  paying  of  bills  and  shaking  of  hands,  and  saddling 
of  horses,  and  harnessing  of  carriages,  and  distributing 
of  drink-money.  The  Marauis  left  a  broad  piece  for 
the  gratification  of  John  Girder's  household,  which  he, 
the  said  John,  was  for  some  time  disposed  to  convert 
to  his  own  use ;  Dingwall  the  writer  assuring  him  be 
was  justified  in  so  doing,  seeing  he  was  the  disburser 
of  those  expenses  which  were  the  occasion  of  the 
gratification.  But,  notwithstanding  this  legal  autho- 
rity, John  could  not  find  in  his  heart  to  dim  the  spk^ 
dour  of  his  late  hospitaUty;  by  pocketing  any  thing  ia 
the  nature  of  a  gratuity.  He  only  assured  his  meniab 
he  would  consider  them  as  a  damned  ungrateful  pack, 
if  they  bought  a  gill  of  brandy  elsewhere  than  (Hit  of 
his  own  stores ;  and  as  the  drink-monev  was  likdf 
to  go  to  its  legitimate  use,  he  comforted  himself  that, 
in  this  manner,  the  Marquis's  donative  would,  without 
any  impeach rnent  of  credit  and  character,  come  ulti- 
mately into  his  own  exclusive  posscssioiL 

While  arrangements  were  making  for  departure. 
Ravenswood  made  bhthe  the  heart  of  his  anoeot 
butler,  by  informing  him,  cautiously  however,  ifss 
he  knew  Caleb's  warmth  of  imagination,)  of  the  pfo- 
bable  change  which  was  about  to  take  place  in  hit 
fortunes.  He  deposited  with  Balderstone,  at  the  same 
time,  the  greater  part  of  his  slender  funds,  with  an 
assurance,  which  ne  was  obhged  to  reiterate  more 
than  once,  that  he  himself  had  sufficient  supplies  in 
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oflrtaffl  prospect  He^  therefore,  eioomed  Caleb,  as 
be  yalaed  his  fovour,  to  dettst  orom  all  &rther  ma- 
nffiurretf  i^inat  the  inhabitants  of  Wolfs-hope,  their 
cetlars,  potiItr]r-yanli»  and  substance  whatsoever.  In 
this  Drohibttion  the  old  domestic  acquiesced  more 
readily  than  his  master  expected. 

"^It  was  doubtlessk*'  he  said,  "  a  shame,  a  discredit, 
and  a  sin,  to  harry  the  puir  creatures,  when  the  family 
were  in  orcurastances  to  lire  honourably  on  their  ain 
means ;  and  there  might  be  wisdom,"  he  added,  "  in 
paving  them  a  whiles  breathing  time  at  any  rate,  that 
uiey  might  be  the  more  readilv  brought  forward  upon 
his  honour's  future  occasions.^' 

This  matter  beii^  settled,  and,  having  taken  an 
affectionate  farewelTof  his  old  domestic,  the  Master 
rejoined,  his  noble  relativei,  who  was  now  ready  to 
enter  his  carriage.  The  two  landladies,  old  and 
young;  having  received  in  all  kindly  greeting,  a  kiss 
lirom  each  oi  their  noble  guests,  stood  simpering  at 
the  door  of  their  house,  as  the  coach-and-six,  followed 
bjr  its  train  of  clattering  horsemen,  thundered  out  of 
the  village.  John  Girder  also  stood  upon  his  thres- 
hold, now  looking  at  his  honoured  right  hand,  which 
had  been  so  lately  shaken  by  a  marquis  and  a  lord, 
and  now  giving  a  dance  into  the  interior  of  his  man- 
NOQ.  which  manilested  all  the  disarray  of  the  late 
revel,  as  if  balimcing  the  distinction-  which  he  had 
attained  with  the  expenses  of  the  entertainment. 

At  lOTgth  he  (q>ened  his  oracular  jawsw  "  Let  every 
man  and  woman  here  set  about  their  ain  business,  as 
if  there  was  nae  sic  thing  as  marquis  or  master,  duke 
or  drake,  laird  or  lord,  m  this  workL  Let  the  house 
be  redd  ii|k  the  bn^en  meat  set  by,  and  if  there  is  ony 
thing  totally  uneatable,  let  it  be  gien  to  the  puir  folk; 
and,  godeniother  and  wife,  I  hae  just  ae  thmg  to  en- 
treat ye,  that  ye  will  never  speak  to  me  a  sinme  word, 
good  or  bad.  anent  a*  this  nonsense  wark,  out  keep 
a'  your  cracka  about  it  to  yourselis  and  your  kim- 
mers,  for  my  head  is  weelnigh  dtmg  donnart  wi*  it 
already.** 

As  John's  authority  was  tolerabiv  absolute,  all 
departed  to  their  usual  occupations,  leaving  him  to 
boud  castles  in  the  air,  if  he  had  a  mind,  \xpon  the 
eonm  favour  which  he  had  acquired  by  the  expendi- 
ture of  his  worldly  substance. 


CHAPTER  XXVIL 

WbV(  DOW  I  hare  Dame  Fortone  hj  the  forelock. 
Am  if  fllie  eeeape*  mj  frup,  the  fuitt  ii  mine ; 
He  that  hath  buffeted  with  atern  advenitjr, 
Bert  kaows  to  afaape  hu  courae  to  ikvouruix  breeze*. 

OUPlay. 

Oua  travellers  reached  Edinburgh  without  any  far- 
ther adventure^  and  the  Master  of  Rayenswood,  as 
had  been  jpreviously  settled,  took  up  his  abode  with 
his  nd>le  mend.  , 

In  the  mean  time,  the  political  crisis  which  had 
been  ejpocted^  took  place^  and  the  Tory  party  ob- 
tained, m  the  Scottish,  as  m  the  EngUsh  councils  of 
Queen  Anne,  a  short-hved  ascendancy,  of  which  it  is 
not  our  business  to  trace  either  the  cause  or  conse- 
quences. Suifice  it  to  say,  that  it  aflected  the  dif- 
Ksent  politic^]  parties  according  to  the  nature  of  their 
pfinctptee.  In  England,  many  of  the  High  Church 
iwty.  with  Harl^,  afterwards  Eari  of  Oxford  at 
their  head,  afiectea  to  separate  their  principle  from 
those  of  the  Jacobites,  and,  on  that  account,  obtained 
the  denomination  of  Whimsicals.  The  Scottish  High 
Chujch  party,  on  the  contrary,  or,  as  they  termed 
tlieraselveB,  the  Cavaliers,  wa«  more  consistent,  if 
not  so  prudent,  in  their  politics,  and  viewed  all  the 
changes  now  made,  as  preparatory  to  calling  to  the 
throncL  upon  the  queeirs  demise,  her  brother,  the 
Chevaner  de  St.  George..  Those  who  had  sufiered  in 
his  service,  now  entertained  the  most  unreasonabk 
hopes,  not  only  of  indemnification,  but  of  vengeance 
^MKi  their  political  adveruries;  while  families  at- 
tached \o  the  Whig  interest,  raw  nothing  before  them 
^.  a  renewal  of  the  hardships  they  had  undeiw>ne 
during  the  reigins  of  Charles  the  Second  and  his  bro- 
ther, and  a  retaliation  of  the  confiscation  which  had 
been  inflicted  upon  the  Jacobites  during  that  <^King 
WilUam. 


But  the  most  alarmed  at  the  change  of  system  was 
that  prudential  set  of  persons,  some  of  whom  jue 
found  in  all  jgovemments,  but  who  abound  in  a  pro- 
vincial admmistration  Uke  that  of  Scotland  during 
the  period,  and  who  are  what  Cronrwell  called  waiters 
upon  Providence,  or  in  other  words,  uniform  adhe- 
rents to  the  party  who  are  uppermost.  Many  of  these 
hastened  to  read  their  recantation  to  the  Maniuis  of 

A ;  and.  as  it  was  easily  scon  that  he  took  a  deep 

interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  kinsman,  the  Master  of 
Ravenswqod,  they  were  the  first  to  suggest  measures 
for  retrievmg  at  least  a  part  of  his  property,  and  for 
restoriiig  him  in  blood  against  his  father's  attainder. 

Old  Lord  Tumtippet  professed  to  be  one  of  the 
most  anxious  for  the  success  of  these  measures;  for 
'  It  grieved  him  to  the  very  raul,"  he  said,  *'  to  see  so 
brave  a  young  gentleman,  of  sic  auld  and  undoubted 
nobUity,  and,  what  was  man*  than  a'  that,  a  bluid 

relation  of  the  Marquis  of  A ^  the  man  whom,"  he 

swora  *  he  honoured  most  upon  the  face  of  the  yearth, 
brought  to  BO.  severe  a  pass.  For  his  ain  ^uir  pecn- 
har,'  as  he  said.  "  and  to  contribute  eometmng  to  the 
rehabilitation  of  sae  auld  ane  hotise,"  the  said  Tum- 
Uppet  sent  in  three  family  pictures  lacking  the  frames, 
and  SIX  high-backed  chau's.^ith  jvorked  Turkey 
cushions,  having  the  crest  of  Ravenswood  broidereii 
thereon,  without  charging  a  penny  either  of  the  prin- 
cipal or  mterest  they  had  cost  him,  when  he  bought 
them,  sixteen  years  before,  at  a  roup  of  the  furniture 
of  Lord   Ravenswood'a  lodgings  in  the  Caiiongate. 

Much  more  to  Lord  Turntippet's  dismay  than  to 
his  fiurpriBc,  although  he  affected  to  feel  more  of  the 
latter  than  the  former,  the  Marquis  received  his  gift 
very  drily,  and  observed,  that  his  lordship'i  restitu- 
tion, if  he  ejn>ected  it  to  be  received  by  the  If  aster  of 
Ravenswooa  and  his  fiiends,  must  comprehend  a 
pretty  large  farm,  which,  having  been  mortgaged  to 
Tumtippet  for  a  very  inadequate  sum,  he  had  con- 
trived, during  the  confusion  of  the  family  afiairs,  and 
by  means  well  understood  by  the  lawyers  of  that 
period,  to  acquire  to  himself  in  absolute  property. 

The  old  time-serving  lord  winced  excessively  under 
this  requisition,  protesting  to  God,  that  he  saw  no 
occasion  the  lad  could  have  for  the  instant  yossesskm 
of  the  land,  seeing  he  woukl  doubtless  now  recover 
the  bulk  of  his  estate  from  Sir  William  Ashton,  to 
which  he  was  ready  to  contribute  by  every  means  in 
his  power,  as  was  just  and  reasonable ;  and  finally 
declaring,  that  he  was  willing  to  settle  the  land  on 
the  young  gentleman,  after  his  own  natural  demise. 

But  all  these  excuses  availed  nothing,  and  he  wa» 
compelled  to  disgorge  the  pri»perty,  on  receiving  back 
the  sum  for  which  it  had  been  mortgaged.  Having 
no  other  means  of  making  peace  with  the  higher 
powers,  he  returned  home  sorrowful  and  malecon- 
tent,  complaining  to  his  confidante  "  that  every  mu- 
tation or  change  in  the  state  had  hitherto  been  pro- 
ductive of  some  sma'  advantage  to  him  in  his  ain 
quiet  afiairs;  but  that  the  present  had  (pi»  upnon  it !) 
cost  him  one  of  tlie  best  pen-feadiers  a  his  wing." 

Similar  measures  were  threatened  against  others 
who  had  profited  by  the  wreck  of  the  fortune  of  Ra- 
venswood;  and  Sir  WiUiam  Ashton,  in  particular, 
was  menaced  with  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Peers 
against  the  judicial  sentences  under  which  he  held 
the  Castle  and  Barony  of  Ravenswood.  With  him, 
however,  the  Master,  as  well  for  Lucy's  sake  as  on 
account  of  the  hospitality  he  had  received  from  him, 
felt  himself  tmder  the  necessity  of  proceeding  with 
great  candour.  He  wrote  to  the  late  Lord  Keeper, 
for  he  no  longer  held  that  office,  stating  frankly  the 
engagement  which  existed  between  him  and  Miss 
Ashton,  requesting  his  Demussion  for  their  union,  aird 
assuring  him  of  his  willingness  to  put  the  settlement 
of  all  matters  between  them  upon  such  a  footing,  as 
Sir  William  himself  should  think  favourable. 

The  same  messenger  was  charged  with  a  letter  to 
Lady  Ashton,  deprecating  any  cause  of  displeasure 
which  the  Master  might  unintentionallv  have  given 
her.  enlarging  upon  his  attachment  to  Miss  Aabton, 
and  the  length  to  which  it  had  proceeded,  and  conjur- 
ing the  lady,  as  a  Douglas  in  natui«  as  well  as  in 
name,  generously  to  forget  ancient  prejochoes  and 
misunderstandings;  and  to  beUeve  that  the  &mily 
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had  acquired  a  friend,  and  she  herself  a  respectAd  and 
attached  humble  servant,  in  him  who  subscribed  him- 
self Edgar,  Master  of  Ravenswood. 

A  third  letter  Ravenswood  addressed  to  Lucy,  and 
the  messenger  was  instructed  to  find  some  secret  and 
secure  means  ofdelivering  it  into  her  own  hands.  It 
contained  the  strongest  protestations  of  continued  af- 
fection, and  dwelt  upon  the  approaching  change  of 
the  writer's  fortunes,  as  chieflv  valuable  by  tending 
to  remove  the  impediments  to  tneir  union.  He  related 
the  steps  he  had  taken  to  overcome  the  prejudices  of 
her  parents,  and  especially  of  her  mother,  and  ex- 
pressed his  hope  thev  might  prove  effectual.  If  not, 
-ne  Btill  trusted  that  his  absence  from  Scotland  upon 
an  important  and  honourable  mission  might  give 
-time  for  prejudices  to  die  away ;  while  he  hoped  and 
Gristed  Miss  Ashton's  constancy,  on  which  he  had 
the  most  implicit  reliance,  would  baffle  any  eflbrt  that 
^  might  be  usal  to  divert  her  attachment.  Much  more 
there  was,  which,  however  interesting  to  the  lovers 
themselves,  would  afford  the  reader  neither  interest 
nor  information.  To  each  of  these  three  letters  the 
Master  of  Ravenswood  received  an  answer,  but  by 
different  means  of  conveyance,  and  certainly  couched 
in  v&ry  different  styles. 

Laoy  Ashton  answered  his  letter  by  his  own  mes- 
fienger,  vho  was  not  allowed  to  remain  at  Ravens- 
wood a  moment  longer  than  she  was  engaged  in  pen- 
ning these  lines.  "  For  the  hand  of  Mr.  Ravenswood 
of  Wolf 'i  Crag— These: 

**  Sii,  uincNOWN, 
"  I  hnve  received  a  letter,  signed  Edgar,  Master  of 
Ravensvood,  concerning  the  writer  whereof  I  am 
•uncertaii,  seeing  that  the  honours  of  such  a  family 
were  forfeited  for  high  treason  in  the  person  of  Allan, 
late  Lord  Ravenswood.  Sir,  if  you  shall  happen  to 
be  the  person  so  subscribing  yourselii  you  will  please 
to  know,  that  I  claim  the  lull  interest  of  a  parent  in 
Miss  Lucy  Ashton,  which  I  have  disposed  of  irrevoca- 
bly in  behalf  of  a  worthy  person.  And,  sir,  were  this 
otnerwLBe,  I  would  not  listen  to  a  proposal  from  you, 
or  any  of  vour  house,  seeing  their  hand  has  been  uni- 
formly hdd  up  against  the  Ircedom  of  the  subject,  and 
the  immunities  of  God's  kirk.  Sir,  it  is  not  a  flignter- 
ing  blink  of  prosperity  which  can  change  my  con- 
stant opinion  in  this  regard,  seeing  it  has  b^n  my 
lot  before  now,  like  holy  David,  to  see  the  wicked 
great  in  power,  and  flounshing  Uke  a  green  bay  tree ; 
nevertheless  I  passed,  and  they  were  not,  and  the 
place  thereof  knew  them  no  more.  Wishing  you  to 
lay  these  things  to  your  heart  for  your  own  sake,  so 
far  as  thejr  may  aoncern  you,  I  pray  you  to  take  no 
farther  notice  of  her,  who  desires  to  remain  your  un- 
known seryant, 

"Maboakst  Dovglas. 

"otherwise  Ashton." 

About  two  days  after  he  had  received  this  very  un- 
satisfactory epistle,  the  Master  of  Ravenswood,  while 
walking  up  the  High  Street  of  Edinburgh,  was  Jostled 
by  a  person,  in  whom,  as  the  man  pullea  off  his  hat 
to  make  an  apology,  he  reoofmised  Lockhard,  the 
confidential  domestic  of  Sir  William  Ashton.  The 
man  bowed,  slipt  a  letter  into  his  hand,  and  disap- 
peared. The  packet  contained  four  plose-written 
tbUos,  from  which,  however,  as  is  sometimes  incident 
to  the  compositions  of  great  lawyers,  little  could  be 
extracted,  excepting  that  the  writer  lelt  himself  in  a 
\ery  puzzling  predicament 

Sir  William  spoke  at  length  of  his  high  value  and 
regard  for  his  dear  young  niend,  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood. and  of  his  very  extreme  high  value  and  re- 
gard f<Hr  the  Marquis  of  A — ,  his  very  dear  old  friend ; 
—he  trusted  that  any  measures  that  tney  might  adopt, 
in  which  he  was  concerned,  would  be  carried  on  with 
due  regard  to  the  sanctity  of  decreets,  and  judgments 
obtained  in  /oro  corUenttoto  ;  protesting,  before  men 
and  angels,  that  if  the  law  of  Scotland,  as  declared 
in  her  supreme  courts,  were  to  undergo  a  reversal  in 
the  English  House  of  Lords,  the  evils  which  would 
thence  arise  to  the  pubUc  would  inflict  a  greater 
wound  upon  his  heart,  than  any  loss  he  might  him- 
self sustain  by  such  irregular  proceedings.    He  flou- 


rished much  on  generosity  and  forgiveness  of  mutoal 
injuries,  and  hinted  at  the  mutability  of  human  aflitm, 
always  favourite  topics  with  the  weaker  party  in 
politics.    He  pathetically  lamoited.  and  gently  cen- 
sured, the  haste  which  had  been  used  in  depriving  him 
of  his  situation  of  Lord  Keeper,  which  his  expenence 
had  enabled  him  to  fill  vritn  some  advantage  to  the 
public,  without  so  much  as  giving  him  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  how  far  his  own  views  of  general  politics 
might  essentially  difter  from  those  now  in  power. 
He  was  convinced  the  Marquis  of  A had  as  sin- 
cere intentions  towards  the  public,  as  himself  or  any 
man ;  and  ifl  upon  a  conference,  they  could  haw 
agreed  upon  the  measures  by  which  it  was  to  be  pur- 
sued, his  experience  and  his  interest  should  have  gone 
to  support  the  present  administration.    Upon  the  en- 
gagement betwixt  Ravenswood  and  his  daug^t^,  he 
spoke  in  a  dry  and  confused  manner.    He  regretted 
so  premature  a  step  as  the  engagement  of  the  young 
people  should  have  been  taken,  and  conjured  the 
Master  to  remember  he  had  never  given  any  encou- 
ragement thereunto ;  and  observed,  that,  as  a  trans- 
action inter  minor esy  and  without  concurrence  of  his 
daughter's  natural   curators,  the  engagement  was 
inept,  and  void  in  law.    This  precipitate  measure,  be 
added,  had  procured  a  very  bad  effect  upon  Lady  Ash- 
ton's mind,  which  it  was  impossible  at  present  to  re^ 
move.    Her  son.  Colonel  Douglas  Ashton,  had  em- 
braced her  prejudices  in  the  fullest  extent,  and  it  was 
impossible  for  Sir  William  to  adopt  a  course  diragree- 
able  to  them,  without  a  fatal  and  irreconcilable  breach 
in  his  family ;  which  was  not  at  present  to  be  thotq^t 
of.   Time,  the  great  physician,  he  hoped,  would  mend 
alL 

In  a  postscript.  Sir  William  said  something  more 
expUcitly,  which  seemed  to  intimate,  that  ratl^  than 
the  law  of  Scotland  should  sustain  a  severe  wnuiH) 
through  his  sides,  by  a  reversal  of  the  judgment  of  hef 
supreme  courts,  in  the  case  of  the  Barony  of  Ravens- 
wood, through  the  intervention  of  what,  wiUi  all  eob^ 
mission,  he  must  term  a  foreign  court  of  appeal,  be 
himself  would  cxtnuudicially  consent  to  considerable 
sacrifices. 

From  Lucy  Ashton.  by  some  unknown  conveyance; 
the  Master  received  me  following  lines . — "I  reoeivnl 
yours,  but  it  was  at  the  utmost  nsk ;  do  not  attempt 
to  wnte  again  till  better  times.  I  am  sore  beset,  bull 
will  be  true  to  my  word,  while  the  exercise  of  my  r«- 
son  is  vouchsafed  to  me.  That  you  are  hapi^  and 
prosperous  is  some  consolation,  and  my  ntuatioo 
requires  it  all."    The  note  was  signed  L.  A. 

This  letter  filled  Ravenswood  with  the  most  livdy 
alarm.  He  made  many  attempts,  notwithstandiitt 
her  prohibition,  to  convey  letters  to  Miss  Ashton,  and 
even  to  obtain  an  interview ;  but  his  plans  were  fivs- 
trated,  and  he  had  only  the  mortification  to  Icain, 
that  anxious  and  effectual  precautions  had  been  takn 
to  prevent  the  possibihty  of  their  corrmpondenre. 
The  Master  was  the  more  distressed  bv  these  drcum 
stances,  as  it  became  impossible  to  delay  his  depart- 
ure from  Scotland,  upon  the  important  misaon  w*hidi 
had  been  confided  to  him.    Before  his  d^arture,  )^ 

5ut  Sir  William  Ashton's  letter  into  the  hands  of  the 
larquis  of  A ,  who  observed  with  a  smile,  that 

Sir  William's  day  of  grace  was  past,  and  that  he  had 
now  to  learn  which  side  of  the  hedge  the  sun  had  got 
to.  It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  Ravens- 
wood extorted  from  the  Marquis  a  promise,  that  be 
would  compromise  the  proceedings  in  Paniament, 
providing  Sir  William  should  be  disposed  to  acquiesie 
m  a  imion  between  him  and  Lucy  Ashton. 

"I  would  hardly,"  said  the  Marquis,  "  consent  to 
your  throwing  awny  your  birth-right  in  this  manner, 
were  I  not  i)erfectly  confident  that  Lady  A^ton,  or 
Lady  Douglas,  or  whatever  she  calls  hereelf^  will,  u 
Scotchmen  say,  keep  her  threep ;  and  that  fa^  hus- 
band dares  not  contradict  her." 

*'  But  yet,"  said  the  Master,  "  I  tmst  your  loidfhip 
will  consider  my  engagement  as  sacred  r* 

"  Believe  my  word  of  honour,"  said  the  Manjnis, 
"I  would  be  a  friend  even  to  your  folUcs ;  and  baring 
thus  told  you  my  opinion,  I  nnll  endeavour,  as  occa- 
sion offers,  to  serve  you  according  to  your  own." 

The  Master  of  Ravenswood  could  but  thank  h» 
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gmcrous  kinsman  and  patron,  and  leave  him  full 
power  to  act  in  all  his  afTairs.  He  departed  from 
Scotland  u|jon  his  mission,  which,  it  was  supposed, 
nu^t  detain  him  upon  the  continent  for  some 
months. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 
Wa«  e V0r  womau  io  thi4  humour  wooed  7 
Wa«  ev«r  womao  in  thu  humour  woo  1 
Vn  have  her.  Rkkard  tiu  Third. 

TwsLVB  mouths  had  passed  away  since  the  Master 
of  Raveoswood's  departure  for  the  continent,  and, 
althou^  his  return  to  Scotland  had  been  expected  in 
a  much  shorter  space,  yet  the  affairs  of  his  mission, 
or,  acoordinx  to  a  prevailing  report^  others  of  a  nature 
personal  to  himself^  still  detained  him  abroad.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  altered  state  of  affairs  in  Sir  William 
Ashton's  family  may  bo  gathered  from  the  following 
conversadoQ  which  took  place  betwixt  Bucklaw  and 
his  confidential  bottle  companion  and  dependent,  the 
noted  Captain  Craigengelu 

Thev  were  seatea  on  either  side  of  the  huge  seoul- 
chral-iooking  freestone  chimney  in  the  low  hall  at 
Giminfifton.  A  wood  fire  blazed  merrily  in  the  grate : 
a  rcNiiut  oaken  table,  placed  between  them,  supported 
a  stoop  of  excellent  claret,  two  rummer  passes,  and 
other  good  cheer ;  and  yet,  with  ail  these  appliances 
and  means  to  boot,  the  countenance  of  the  patron 
was  dubious,  doubtful  and  unsatisfied,  while  the 
invention  of  nis  dependent  was  taxed  to  the  utmost, 
to  parry  what  he  most  dreaded,  a  fit,  as  he  called  it, 
of  the  suUena,  on  the  part  of  his  protector.  After  a 
kmg  pause,  onlv  interrupted  by  the  devils'  tattoo, 
which  Bocklaw  kept  beating  against  the  hearth  with 
the  toe  of  his  boot,  Craigengelt  at  last  ventured  to 
bfcak  aiienoe.  "  May  I  be  aouolc  distanced,"  said 
be,  "  if  ever  I  saw  a  man  in  my  life  have  lees  the  air 
of  a  bndr^at>om !  Cut  me  out  of  feather,  if  vou  have 
Dot  more  the  look  of  a  man  condemned  to  be  fianged." 

"'My  kind  thanks  for  the  compliment,"  replied 
Bucklaw ;  **  but  I  suppose  you  think  upon  the  pre- 
c&cament  in  which  you  yourself  are  most  likely  to  be 
placed ; — and  pray,  Captain  Craigengelt,  if  it  please 
yonr  worship,  why  should  I  look  merry,  when  I'm 
sad,  and  devilish  sad  too  1" 

"And  that's  what  vexes  me,"  said  Craigengelt. 
**  Here  is  this  match,  the  best  in  the  whole  country, 
and  wfaicfa  you  were  so  anxious  about,  is  on  the 
point  of  being  concluded,  and  you  are  as  sulky  as  a 
bear  that  has  lost  its  whelps." 

*•  I  do  not  know,"  answered  the  lairjL  doggedly,*" 
"  whether  1  should  conclude  it  or  not,  it  it  was  not 
that  I  am  too  far  forwards  to  leap  back." 

**  Leas  back  1"  exclaimed  Craigengelt,  with  a  well- 
■iTwmrn  air  of  astonishment,  ythRt  would  be  play- 
M  the  back-gaine  with  a  witness!  Leap  back! 
why,  is  not  the  girl's  fortune" 

*'The  young  lady's,  if  you  please,"  said  Hayston, 
interrepting  bim. 

"  WdU  well,  no  disrespect  meant—Will  Miss  Ash- 
ton's  tocher  not  weigh  agamst  any  in  Lothian  ?" 

"  Granted,"  answered  Bucklaw ;  "  but  I  care  not  a 
penny  for  her  tocher — I  have  enough  of  my  own." 

"And  the  mother,  that  loves  you  like  her  own 
chiWr 

"  Betto"  than  some  of  her  children,  I  believe,"  said 
Bucklaw,  '*  or  there  would  be  httlc  love  wared  on  the 
matter." 

**.ind  C«^onel  Sholto  Douglas  Ash  ton,  who  desires 
the  marriage  above  all  earthly  things?" 

"  Because,"  said  Bucklaw,  "  he  cxpecta  to  carry 
the  coantv  of throiigh  ray  intercut." 

"  And  tne  father,  who  is  as  keen  to  see  the  match 
concludf-d.  as  ever  1  have  been  to  win  a  main  7" 

"Ay,"  said  Bucklaw,  in  the  Hamt*  disparaging  man- 
ner. It  \m»  with  .Sir  WUliaia'a  policy  to  secure  the 
next  best  match,  since  he  cannot  barter  his  child  to 
save  the  great  Raven»wo<jd  eatate,  which  the  English 
House  ot  Lords  are  about  to  wrench  out  of  his 
clutches." 

"  What  say  you  to  the  young  lady  herself?"  said 
CraigengeU ;  *  the  finest  voung  woman  in  all  Scot- 
land, one  that  you  used  to  be  so  fond  of  when  idie  was 
and  Qow  she  conaents  to  have  you,  and  gives 
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HP.  ^er  engagement  with  Ravenswood,  you  are  for 
iibbmg— I  must  say,  the  devil's  in  ye,  when  ye  neither 
know  what  you  would  have,  nor  what  you  would* 
want." 

"I'll  tell  you  my  meaning  in  a  word,"  answered 
Bucklaw,  getting  up  and  walking  through  the  room; 

1  want  to  know  what  the  devil  is  the  cause  of  Miss 
Ashlon  s  changing  her  mind  so  suddenly  ?" 
„  .  And    what  ne^   you  care,"    said   Craigengelt, 

^ce  the  change  is  m  your  favour?" 

1 11  tell  you  what  it  is."  returned  his  patron,  "  I 

never  knew  much  of  that  sojrt  of  fine  ladies,  and  I 

beUeve  they  may  be  as  capricious  as  the  devil :  but 

^here  is  something  in  Miss  Ashton's  change,  a  devO^ 

f  u  ^^  sudden,  and  too  senous  for  a  mere  fiisk 
of  her  own.  I'll  be  bound  Lady  Ashton  understands 
every  machme  for  breaking  in  the  human  mind,  and 
there  are  as  many  as  there  are  cannon-bits,  martin- 
gales, and  cavessons  for  young  colts." 
II  u  And  if  that  were  not  the  case,"  said  Craigengelt, 

now  the  devil  ^ould  we  ever  get  them  into  training 

"And  that's  true  too,"  sakl  Bucklaw,  suspending 
his  march  through  the  dining-room,  and  leaning 
upon  the  back  of  a  chair.-"  And  besides,  here's  Ra- 
venswood in  the  way  still;  do  you  think  he'll  give  up 
Luc/s  engagement?" 

"  To  be  sure  he  will,"  answered  Craigengelt ;  "what 
good  can  it  do  him  to  refuse,  since  he  wishes  to  marry 
another  woman,  and  she  another  man  ?" 

And  you  believe  seriously/'  said  Bucklaw,  "  that 
he  18  going  to  marry  the  foreign  lady  we  heard  of?" 
Y  qu  heard  yourself"  answered  Craigengelt,  "what 
Captam  Westenho  said  about  it,  and  the  great  pre- 
paration made  for  theur  bhthsome  bridal" 

"Captain Westenho,"  rephed Bucklaw,  "has  rather 
too  much  of  your  own  cast  about  him,  Craigie,  to 
make  what  Sir  William  would  call  a  'famous  wit- 
ness. He  dnnks  deep,  plays  deep,  swears  deep,  and 
I  suspect  can  lie  and  cheat  a  httfe  into  the  bargain. 
Useful  qualities,  Craigie,  if  kept  in  their  proper  sphere,, 
but  which  have  a  little  too  much  of  the  freebooter  to 
make  a  figure  in  a  court  of  evidence." 
_, ",  Well,  then,"  said  Craigengelt,  "  will  you  believe 
Colonel  Douglas  Ashton,  who  heard  the  Marquis  of 

A say  in  a  public  circle^  but  not  aware  that  he 

was  within  ear-shot,  that  his  kinsman  had  made  ft 
better  arrangement  for  himself  than  to  give  his  far- 
thers land  for  the  pale-cheeked  daughter  of  a  broken- 
down  fanatic,  and  that  Bucklaw  was  welcome  to  the 
wearing  of  Ravenswood' s  shaughled  shoes." 

"Did  he  say  so,  by  heavens!"  cried  Bucklaw, 
breaking  out  mto  one  of  those  incontroUable  fits  of 
p^assion  to  which  he  was  constitutionally  subject,— 

if  I  had  heard  him  I  would  have  torn  the  tongue 
<>"'  0(^1®,  throat  before  all  his  peats  and  minions, 
and  Highland  bulhes  mto  the  bargain.  Why  chd  not 
Ashton  run  him  through  the  body  ?" 

"Capote  me  if  I  know,"  said  the  Captain.  "Ho 
deserved  it  sure  enough ;  but  he  is  an  old  man.  and  a 
mmister  of  state,  and  there  would  be  more  risk  than 
credit  in  meddlmg  with  him.  You  had  more  need  to 
think  of  making  up  to  Miss  Lucy  Ashton  the  disgrace 
that's  like  to  fall  upon  her,  than  of  interfering  with  a 
man  too  old  to  fight,  and  on  too  high  a  stool  for  your 
hand  to  reach  him.*' 

"It  shall  reach  him,  though,  one  day."  said  Buck- 
law,  "  and  hi.s  kinsman  Ravenswood  to  dooL  In  the 
mean  time,  I'll  take  care  Mies  Ashton  receives  no 
discredit  lor  the  slight  they  have  put  upon  her.  It's 
an  awkward  job,  however,  and  I  wish  it  were  ended ; 
1  scarce  know  how  to  talk  to  her.— but  fill  a  Dumper, 
(Jraigie,  and  we'll  drink  her  health.  It  grows  late, 
and  a  night-cowl  of  good  claret  is  worth  all  the  con- 
sidering-cops  in  Europe." 

CHAPTER  XXIX. 

It  was  the  cony  of  our  coaference. 

In  l)od  she  slept  not.  Tor  mjr  urging  it ; 

At  board  she  fod  not.  for  my  urging  it ; 

Alono,  it  was  tlie  nibjcct  of  my  llierao ; 

In  company  I  often  glanced  at  it.— Comdf  cfBrron. 

The  next  morning  saw  Bucklaw,  and  his  faithful 
Achates,  Craigengelt,  at  Ravenswood  Castle.    They 
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were  tnoit  ooorteondy  received  by  the  knight  and  his 
lady,  09  well  as  by  their  son  and  heir,  Colonel  Ashton. 
After  a  good  deal  of  stanunering  and  blushing,— for 
Bucklaw,  notwithstanding  his  audacity  in  other  mat- 
ters, had  all  the  sheepien  bashfulness  common  to 
those  who  have  lived  httle  in  respectable  society,— he 
contrived  at  length  to  explain  his  wish  to  be  admitted 
to  a  conference  with  Miss  Ash  ton  upon  the  subject  of 
thdr  approaching  union.  Sir  William  and  his  son 
looked  at  Lady  Ashton,  who  repUed  with  the  greatest 
composure,  **  that  Lucy  would  wait  upon  Mr.  Havs- 
ton  directly.  I  hope,'*  she  added  with  a  smile,  **  that 
as  Lucy  is  very  young,  and  has  been  lately  trci>aiined 
inlo  an  engagement,  of  which  she  is  now  heartily 
asnamed,  our  dear  Bucklaw  will  excuse  her  wish,  that 
J  should  he  present  at  their  interview  ?" 

"In  troth,  my  dear  lady."  said  Bucklaw,  "it  is  the 
«reiy  thing  that  I  would  have  desired  on  my  own 
account ;  for  I  have  been  so  little  accustomed  to  what 
is  called  ^ullantry,  that  I  shall  certainly  fall  into  some 
cursed  mistake,  unless  I  have  the  advantage  of  your 
ladyship  as  an  mteipreter." 

It  was  thus  that  Bucklaw,  in  the  perturbation  of 
his  ^nbarrassment  upon  this  critical  occasion,  forgot 
the  just  apprehensions  he  had  entertained  of  Lady 
Ashton*s  overbearing  ascendancy  over  her  daughter's 
mind,  and  lost  an  ooportunity  of  ascertaining,  oy  his 
own  investigation,  the  real  state  of  Lucy's  feelings. 

The  other  gentlemen  left  the  room,  and  in  a  short 
time,  Lady  Ash  ton,  followed  by  her  dau^ter,  entered 
the  apartment  She  appeared,  as  he  had  seen  her  on 
former  occasionsi  rather  composed  than  agitated; 
but  a  nicer  judge  than  he  could  scarce  have  deter- 
mined^ whether  her  calmness  was  that  of  despair,  or 
of  indinerenoe.  Bucklaw  was  too  much  agitated  by 
his  own  fiselings  minutely  to  scrotinize  those  of  the 
lady.  He  stammered  out  an  unconnected  address, 
confounding  together  ihe  two  or  three  topics  to  which 
it  related,  and  stopt  short  before  he  brought  it  to  any 
reg^ar  conclusion.  Miss  Ashton  listened,  or  looked 
as  if  she  listened,  but  returned  not  a  single  word  in 
answer,  continuing  to  fix  her  eyes  on  a  small  piece  of 
embroidery,  on  which,  as  if  by  mstinct  or  habit,  her 
fingers  were  busily  employed.  Lady  Ashton  sat  at 
some  distance,  almost  screened  from  notice  by  the 
deep  embrasure  of  the  window  in  which  she  had 
placed  her  chair.  From  this  she  whispered,  in  a  tone 
of  voice,  which,  though  soft  and  sweet,  had  some- 
thing in  it  of  admonition,  if  not  command,—"  Lucy, 
my  dear,  remember— have  you  heard  what  Bucklaw 
has  been  saying  7" 

The  idea  of  her  mother's  presence  seemed  to  have 
■lipped  from  the  unhappy  girl's  recollection.  She 
started,  dropped  her  necolc,  and  repealed  hastily,  ond 
almost  in  the  same  breath,  the  contradictory  answers, 
**  Ves.  madam— no,  my  lady— I  beg  pardon,  I  did  not 

*'  You  need  not  blush,  my  lov&  and  still  less  need 
yon  look  so  pale  and  frightened,''  said  Lady  Ashton, 
coming  forward ;  "  we  know  that  maidens'  ears  must 
be  slow  in  receiving  a  gentleman's  language ;  but  you 
must  remember  Mr.  Hayston  speaks  on  a  subject  on 
which  you  have  long  since  agreed  to  give  nim  a 
fovourable  hearing.  You  know  how  much  your 
father  and  I  have  our  hearts  set  upon  an  event  so 
extremely  desirable." 

In  Lady  Ash  ton's  voice,  a  tone  of  impressive,  and 
even  stem  inuendo  was  sedulously  and  skilfully  con- 
cealed, under  an  appearance  of  the  most  afiectionate 
matonal  tenderness.  The  manner  was  for  Bucklaw, 
who  was  cAsily  enough  imposed  upon ;  the  matter  of 
the  exhortation  was  Tor  the  terrified  Lucy,  who  well 
knew  how  to  interpret  her  mother's  hints,  however 
ekilfuUy  their  real  purport  might  be  veiled  m>m  gene- 
ral observation. 

Miss  Ashton  sat  upright  in  her  chair^  cast  round  her 
a  glance,  in  which  fear  was  mingled  with  a  still  wilder 
expression,  but  remained  perfectly  silent.  Bucklaw, 
who  had  in  the  mean  time  paced  the  room  to  and  nt). 
until  he  had  recovered  his  composure,  now  stopped 
within  two  or  three  yards  of  her  chair,  and  broke  out 
as  follows:— "I  believe  I  have  been  a  d— d  fool.  Miss 


Ashton ;  I  bftve  tried  to  speak  to  you  as  people  tell , 
me  young  ladies  like  to  be  talked  to,  and  I  doo  t  think  I 


you  comprehend  what  I  have  been  saying:  and  no 
wonder,  for  d— n  me  if  I  understand  it  mysdf !  Bat, 
however,  once  for  alL  and  in  broad  Scotch,  your  fatlwr 
and  mother  like  what  is  proposed,  and  if  you  can 
take  a  plain  young  fellow  for  your  husband,  who  will 
never  cross  you  in  any  thina  vou  have  a  mind  to,  I 
will  place  you  at  the  head  of  the  best  estaMishmcAt 
in  the  three  Lothians ;  you  shall  have  Lady  Gimine- 
ton's  lodging  in  the  Canongate  of  Edinourgb,  pu 
where  you  please,  do  what  you  please,  and  see  what 
you  please,  and  that's  fair.  Only  I  must  have  a  cor- 
ner at  the  board-end  for  a  worthless  old  play-fellow 
of  mine,  whose  company  I  would  rather  want  than 
have,  if  It  were  not  that  thed— <i  fi^ow  has  persmded 
nte  mat  I  can't  do  without  him :  and  so  I  hope  yon 
won't  except  against  Craigie,  although  it  might  be 
easy  to  find  much  better  company." 

"Now,  out  upon  you,  Bucklaw,"  said  Lady  Ashton, 
again  interposmg, — "how  can  you  think  Lucy  cmn 
have  any  objection  to  that  blunt,  honest,  good-na  tar- 
ed creature,  Captain  Craigengelt?" 

"Why,  madam,"  repUed  Bucklaw.  "as  toCraigie'e 
sincerity,  honesty,  and  good-natur&  they  are,  I  beliere, 
pretty  much  upon  a  par^but  that  s  neither  here  nor 
there — the  fellow  knows  my  ways,  and  has  got  useful 
to  me,  and  I  cannot  well  do  without  him,  as  I  said 
before.  But  all  this  is  nothing  to  the  purpose ;  fot, 
since  I  have  mustered  up  courage  to  make  a  plain  pro- 

f>osaI,  I  would  fain  hear  Miss  Ashton,  from  her  own 
ips,  give  me  aplain  answer." 

"Mv  dear  Bucklaw,"  said  Lady  Ashton,  "let  me 
spare  Lucy's  bashfulness.  I  tell  you  in  her  preeeoce, 
that  she  has  already  consented  to  be  guided  bv  her 
father  and  me  in  this  matter.— Lucy,  my  love,"  ^le 
added,  with  that  singular  combination  m  suavity  of 
tone  and  pointed  energy  which  we  have  already  no- 
ticed—" Lucy,  my  dearest  love !  speak  for  yourself^  » 
it  not  as  I  say?" 

Her  victim  answered  in  a  tremulous  and  hollow 
voire-;-"  I  have  promised  to  obey  you,— but  upon  one 
condition." 

"She means,"  said  I<ady  Ashton,  turning  to  Buck- 
law,  *phe  expects  an  answer  to  the  demand  which 
she  has  made  upon  the  man  at  Vienna,  or  Ratisbon, 
or  Paris — or  where  is  he — for  restitution  of  the  engage- 
ment in  which  he  had  the  art  to  involve  her.  \^u 
will  not,  I  am  sure,  my  dear  friend,  think  it  is  wrong 
that  she  should  foel  much  delicacy  upon  this  head ; 
indeed  it  concerns  us  all." 

"Perfectly  right— quite  fair,"  said  Bucklaw,  half 
humming,  half  speaking  the  end  of  the  old  aong — 
'*  It  is  iHsct  to  be  off  wi'  tho  old  low 
Before  jrou  be  on  wi*  tbo  new." 

"  But  I  thought,"  said  he,  pausing.  "  you  might  have 
had  an  answer  six  limes  told  from  Kavenswood.  1) — n 
me.  if  I  have  not  a  mind  to  go  and  fetch  one  myself 
if  Miss  Ashton  will  honour  me  with  the  commission?^ 

"  By  no  means,"  said  Lady  Ashton,  "  we  have  had 
the  utmost  difificulty  of  preventing  Dou^aa,  (for 
whom  it  would  be  more  proper,)  from  takmg  so  r^sh 
a  step :  and  do  you  think  we  could  permit  yon,  my 
good  friend,  almost  equally  dear  to  us,  to  go  to  a  des- 
pt  rate  man  upon  an  errand  so  desperate?  In  fact  all 
the  friends  oi^the  family  are  of  opinion,  and  my  dear 
Lucy  herself  ought  so  to  think,  that,  as  this  unworthy 
person  has  returned  no  answer  to  her  letter,  silence 
must  on  this,  as  in  other  cases,  be  held  to  give  conaen:, 
and  a  contract  must  be  supposed  to  be  given  up,  when 
the  party  waives  insisting  upon  it.  Sir  Wilham,  who 
should  know  best,  is  clear  upon  this  subject ;  and 
therefore  my  dear  Lucy" 

"Madam,"  said  Lucy,  with  unwonted  energy, 
"urge  me  no  farther— if  this  unhappy  engagement  bs 
restored,  I  have  already  said  you  shall  dispose  of  me 
as  you  will— till  then  I  should  commit  a  heavy  sin  in 
the  sight  of  God  and  man,  in  doing  what  you  requiie." 

"But,  my  love,  if  this  man  remains  obatiniteiv 
silent" ' 

"  He  will  not  be  silent,"  answered  Lucy ;  "  it  is  ax 
weeks  since  I  sent  him  a  double  of  my  former  letter 
by  a  sure  hand." 

"Yeu  have  not— you  could  not— j'ou  durst  not," 
Mid  Lady  Ashton,  uith  violence  inconsistent  with 
the  tone  she  had  intended  to  assume ;  l)al  instantly 
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correcting  herself,  ^*  My  dearest  Lucy,"  saiil  she,  in  htT 
eweetitst  tone  of  expostulation,  *'  how  could  you  think 
offluch  athinff?" 

*'  No  matter/'  said  BuoklaW ;  "  I  respect  Miss  Ash- 
too  for  bar  tfenttments,  and  I  only  wish  I  had  been 
ber  messenger  myself." 

"And  pray  how  long,  Miss  Ashton,"  said  her 
mother,  ironically,  "  are  we  to  wait  the  return  of  your 
Pacolet — your  faiir  messenger — since  our  humble  cou- 
riers of  flesh  and  blood  could  not  be  trusted  in  this 
initier?" 

"Ihave  numbered  weeks,  days,  hours,  and  mi- 
nutes," said  Miss  Ashtoo  ;  within  another  week  I 
aliall  have  an  answer,  unless  he  is  dead.— Till  that 
time  sir,"  she  said,  addressing  Bucklaw,  *'  let  me  be 
thus  far  beholden  to  vou,  that  you  will  beg  my  mother 
to  forbear  me  upon  this  subject." 

"  I  will  make  it  my  particular  entreaty  to  Lady  Ash- 
ton,"  said  Bucklaw.  "By  my  honour,  madam,  I  re- 
Oour  feelings ;  and,  although  the  prosecution  of 
lir  be  rendered  dearer  to  me  than  ever,  yet,  as 
1  am  a  gentleman,  1  would  renounce  it,  were  it  so 
urged  as  to  give  you  a  moment's  pain." 

Mr.  Haynton,  I  think,  cannot  apprehend  that," 
said  LadyAshton,  looking  pale  with  anger,  "when 
the  daughter's  happiness  lies  in  the  bosom  of  the 
mother.— Lei  me  ask  you,  Miss  Ashton,  in  what 
terms  your  last  letter  was  couched  7 

"  Exactly  in  the  same,  madam,"  answered  Lucy, 
"  which  you  dictatixl  on  a  former  occasion." 

"When  eight  days  have  flapsed,  then."  snid  her 
mother,  resuming  her  tone  of  tenderness,  '  we  shall 
hope,  my  dearest  love,  that  you  will  end  this  sus- 
pense." 

"Miss  Ashton  must  not  be  hurried,  madam,"  said 
Bucklaw,  whose  bluntness  of  feeling  diil  not  by  any 
means  arise  from  want  of  good-nature  — "  messengers 
may  be  stopped  or  delaye<l.  I  have  known  a  day's 
journey  broke  by  the  casting  off*  a  fore-shoe.— Stay, 
let  nie  see  ray  calendar— the  20th  day  from  this  is  b't. 
Jude'a,  and,  the  day  before,  1  must  be  at  Caverfon 
KJze  to  see  the  match  betwetm  the  Laird  of  Kitile- 
sfJth's  black  mare,  and  Johnston  the  meal-monger's 
tour-year-old  colt ;  but  I  can  ride  all  night,  or  Craigic 
can  bring  me  word  how  the  match  goes ;  and  1  ho^c, 
m  the  mean  time,  as  1  shall  not  myself  distress  Miss 
.Ashton  with  any  further  importunity,  that  vour  lady- 
ship yourseli;  and  Sir  William,  and  Colonel  Douglas. 
wU  nave  the  goodness  to  allow  her  uninterrupted 
time  for  making  up  her  mind."  j 

J  Sir,"  said  Miss  Ashton,  "  you  are  generous."         i 
AsioT  that,  madam,"  answered  Bucklaw,  "I  only 
pretend  to  bo  a  plain  good-humoured  yoimg  fellow,  as  ' 
I  said  before,  who  wdl  willingly  make  you  happy  if 
jroa  will  pennit  him,  and  show  him  how  to  do  so.' 

.  Having  sakl  this,  he  saluted  her  with  more  emo- ' 
J«>n  than  was  con.sistcnt  with  his  usual   train  of 
fedmg,  and  took  his  leave;  Lady  Ashton,  as  she; 
accompanied  him  out  of  the  apartment,  assuring  him 
Jat  her  daughter  did  foil  justice  to  the  sincerity  of 
ats  attachment,  and  requesting  him  to  see  Sir  Wil- 
uwn before  his  departure^  "since,"  as  she  said^  with  a 
•ffiwj^  glance  reverting  towards  Lucy,  "agtunst  St. 
JMe'a  day,  we  must  all  be  ready  to  si^n  and  seaV*     ' 
To  wgn  and  seal  I"  ech<jcd  Lucy  in  a  muttering 
wf^  as  the  door  of  the  apartment  closed— "To  si*:n 
acd  aeal-iodo  and  die  I"  and,  clasping  herextenuatM 
"^'WR  together,  she  sunk  back  on  the  easy-chair  she 
**<^upied,  in  a  state  resembling  stupor. 

from  this  she  was  shortly  after  awakened  by  tlic 
wiaterous  entry  of  her  brother  Henry,  who  clamor- 
ously reminded  her  of  a  promise  to  give  him  t  wo 
ywas  of  carnation  ribbon  to  make  knots  to  his  new 
S*"»8.  With  the  most  patient  composuro  Lucy 
*n>aej  and  ODening  a  little  ivory-cabinet,  sought  out 
^^  *"*  '*"  wanted,  measured  it  accurately,  , 
f"  k-  *'€s^  proper  lengths,  and  knotted  into  the  j 

u^ afc boyish  whim  required. 
Iwt  shut  the  cabinet  yet,"  said  Henry,  "for  I  ' 
most  law  some  of  your  silver  wire  to  fasten  the  bells 
^  Diy  htwk's  jesses,— and  yi*f  the  new  falcon's  not 
jwh  them  neither;  for  do  you  know,  after  all  the 
g«gue  we  had  to  get  her  &om  an  eyry,  all  the  wny  at 
*^o«»,  m  Mtnnor  Water,  she's  going  fo  prove,  after ; 

K 


I  all,  nothing  boCter  than  a  rifler  -she  just  wets  her 

'  singles  in  llie  blood  of  the  partridge,  and  then  breaks 

away,  and  lets  her  fly;  and  what  good  can  the  poor 

bird  do  after  that,  you  know,  exceot  pine  and  die  in  the 

first  lather-cow  or  whin-bush  she  can  crawl  into?" 

"Right,  Henry—right,  very  right,"  said  Lucy, 
mournfully,  holding  the  boy  fast  by  the  hand,  after 
she  had  given  him  the  wire  he  wanted ;  "  but  there, 
are  more  riflers  in  the  world  than  your  falcon,  and 
more  wounded  birds  that  seek  but  to  die  in  quiet, 
that  can  find  neither  brake  nor  whin-bush  to  hide 
their  lieads  in." 

"Ah!  that's  some  speech  out  of  your  romances," 
said  the  boy :  "and  Sholto  says  they  nave  turned  your 
head.  But  1  hear  Norman  whistling  to  the  hawk— 1 
must  go  fasten  on  the  jesses." 

And  he  scampered  away  with  the  thoughtless  ga^'cty 
of  boyhood,  leaving  his  sister  to  the  bitterness  of^hcr 
own  reflections. 

"  It  is  dtHireed,"  she  said,  "  that  every  living  creature, 
even  those  who  owe  me  most  kindness,  are  to  shun 
me,  and  leave  m  ^  to  those  by  whom  I  am  beset.  It 
is  just  it  should  be  thus.  Alone  and  uncounselled,  1 
i.ivolved  myself  in  these  peril.** — alone  and  imcoun- 
selled,  I  must  extricate  myself  or  die." 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

, Wlint  doth  en<nio 

But  moody  and  dull  in*;lanrholy, 
Kirikmnn  to  eriinand  comfortleNii  despair. 
And,  nl  lior  Imm'Ih,  a  \mgv  infectiout  l«n»i', 
«     Of  i>alu  di4U>mperaturcii,  and  foea  to  lif*? ; 

Comedy  o/Erru> ; 

As  aoino  vindication  of  the  case  with  which  Buek- 
liiw  (who  otherwise,  as  he  termed  himself,  was  really 
a  very  good-humoured  fellow)  resigned  his  judgment 
to  the  management  of  Lady  Ashton,  while  paying  his 
addresses  to  her  daughter,  the  n-ader  must  call  to 
mind  the  strict  domestic  discipline,  which,  at  tliif' 
yxriod,  was  exercised  over  the  females  of  a  Seottii.h 
family. 

The  manners  of  tlie  country  in  this,  as  in  manv 
other  respects,  coincided  with  those  of  France  befu''- 
the  revolution.  Voung  women  of  the  higlii  r  rank- 
seldom  mingled  in  6/)ciety  until  after  marriage,  and, 
both  in  law  and  fact,  were  held  to  be  under  the  strict 
tutelage  of  their  parents,  who  were  loo  apt  to  enforce 
the  views  for  their  settlement  in  life,  without  pajan^ 
any  regard  to  the  inclination  gf  the  parties  chiefly 
interested.  On  s^uch  occasions,  the  suitor  expected 
little  more  from  his  bride  than  a  silent  acquiescciicc 
in  the  will  of  iier  parents;  and  as  few  opportunities 
of  aequnintancc,  far  less  of  intimacy,  occurred,  he 
made  his  choice  by  the  outside,  as  the  lovers  in  the 
Meri'hant  of  Vt  iiiie  select  the  casket,  contented  to 
trust  to  chance  the  is^uo  of  the  lottery,  in  which  he 
had  hazarded  a  venture. 

It  was  not  thenfore  surprisin?,  such  l>cing  the  gene- 
ral manners  of  the  nge.  that  Mr.  Hayston  of  Buck- 
law,  whom  dissipated  habits  had  detached  in  some 
degree  from  the  I k!s I  society,  should  not  attend  par- 
ticularly to  those  feelings  in  his  elected  bride,  to  which 
many  men  of  more  sentiincnt.  experience,  and  reflec- 
tion, would,  in  all  probability,  nave  been  equally  indif- 
ferent. He  knew  what  all  accounted  the  nrincipal 
point,  that  her  parents  and  friends,  namely,  wen; 
decidedly  in  his  favour,  and  that  there  existed  most 
powerful  reasons  for  their  preddection. 

In  truth,  the  conduct  of  the  Marauis  of  A , 

.-^Liec  Ravenswood's  departure,  had  been  such  as 
nlinosl  to  bar  the  possibdity  of  his  kinsman's  union 
with  Lucy  Adhton.  The  Marquis  was  Ravenswood's 
sincere,  but  misjudging  friend;  or  rather,  like  many 
friends  and  natrons,  he  consulted  what  he  considered 
to  be  his  rnation's  true  interest,  although  he  knew 
that  in  doing  so  he  nm  counter  to  his  inclinations. 

The  Marquis  drove  on,  therefore,  with  tlie  plenitude 
of  miniatenal  authority,  an  appeal  to  the  British 
House  of  Peers  against  those  judgments  of  the  courts 
of  law,  by  which  Sir  William  became  possessed  of 
Ravenswood's  hereditary  proi)erty.  As  this  measure, 
enforr*ed  with  all  the  authority  of  |V)wer,  was  new  in 
Scottish  judicial  proceedings,  tliouch  now  so  fre- 
quently resorted  to,  it  was  exclaimed  against  by  tlu 
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lawyers  on  the  opposite  side  of  politics,  ttasiuater- 
ference  with  the  civil  judicature  of  the  country,  ^ually 
new,  arbitrary,  and  tyrannical.  And  if  it  thus  anected 
ev«Bi  strangers  connected  with  them  only  by  political 
party,  it  may  be  guessed  what  the  Ashton  CEunily 
themselves  said  and  thought  under  so  gross  a  dispen- 
sation. Sir  William,  still  more  worldly-minded  than 
he  was  timid,  was  reduced  to  despair  oy  the  loss  by 
which  he  was  threatened.  His  son's  haughtier  spini 
was  exalted  into  rage  at  the  idea  of  being  deprived  of 
his  expected  patrimony.  But  to  Lady  Ash  ton's  yet 
more  vindictive  temper,  the  conduct  of  Ravenswood, 
or  rather  of  his  patron,  appeared  to  be  an  offence 
challenjging  the  deepest  and  most  immortal  revenge. 
Even  tfie  qiiiet  and  confiding  temper  of  Lucy  herself, 
swayed  by  the  opinions  expressed  by  all  around  her, 
could  not  but  consider  the  conduct  of  Ravenswood  as 
precipitate,  and  even  unkind.  "  It  was  my  father," 
she  ra)eated  with  a  sigh,  "  who  welcomed  him  to 
this  place,  and  encouraged,  or  at  least  allowed,  the 
intimacy  between  us.  Should  he  not  have  remem- 
bered tins,  and  requited  it  with  at  least  some  moderate 
degree  of  procrastination  in  the  assertion  of  his  own 
aUeg^  rights  1  I  would  have  forfeited  for  him  double 
the  value  of  these  lands,  which  he  pursu<>s  with  an 
ardour  that  shows  he  has  forgotten  now  much  I  am 
implicated  in  the  matter." 

Lucy,  however,  could  only  murmur  these  things  to 
herself,  unwilling  to  increase  the  prejudices  against 
her  lover  entertained  by  all  around  her,  who  excjaimed 
against  the  steps  pursued  on  his  account,  as  illegal, 
vexatious,  and  tyrannical,  resembling  the  worst  mea- 
sures in  the  worst  times  of  the  worst  Stewarts,  and 
a  degradation  of  Scotland,  the  decisions  of  whose 
learned  judges  were  thua  subjected  to  the  review  of  a 
court,  composed  indeed  of  men  of  the  highest  rank, 
but  who  were  not  trained  to  the  study  of  any  muni- 
cipal law,  and  might  be  supposed  specially  to  hold  in 
contempt  that  of  Scotland.  As  a  natural  consemience 
of  the  luleged  injustice  meditated  towards  her  father, 
every  means  was  resorted  to,  and  every  argument 
urged,  to  induce  Miss  Ashton  to  break  oflher  engage- 
ment with  Ravenswood,  as  being  scandalous,  shame- 
ful, and  sinful,  formed  with  the  mortal  enemy  of  her 
farnily,  and  calculated  to  add  bitterness  to  the  distress 
of  her  parents. 

Lucy^B  spirit,  however,  was  high;  and  although 
unaided  and  alone,  she  could  have  borne  much — she 
could  have  endured  the  repininffs  of  her  faihei^-his 
murmurs  against  what  he  called'^ the  t>Tannical  usage 
of  the  ruling  party— his  ceaseless  charges  of  ingrati- 
tude against  Ravenswood— his  endless  lectures  on  the 
various  means  by  which  contracts  may  be  voided  and 
annulled— his  quotations  from  the  civil^  the  munici- 
pal, and  the  canon  law— and  bis  prelections  upon  the 
patria  pottttas. 

She  might  have  borne  also  in  patiencci  or  repelled 
with  scorn,  the  bitter  taunts  and  occasional  violence 
of  her  brother  Colonel  Douglas  Ashton.  and  the 
impertinent  and  intrusive  interference  of  other  friends 
and  rdiations.  But  it  was  beyond  her  power  effect- 
nally  to  withstand  or  elude  the  constant  and  unceas- 
ing persecution  of  Lady  Ashton,  who,  laying  every 
other  wish  aside,  had  Sent  the  wh  Ae  efforts  of  her 
powerful  mind  to  break  her  daughter's  contract 
with  Ravenswood,  and  to  place  a  perpetual  bar 
between  the  lovers,  bv  effecting  Lucy  s  union  with 
Bucklaw.  Far  more  deeply  skilled  than  her  husband 
in  (he  recesses  of  the  human  heart,  she  was  aware, 
that  in  this  way  she  might  strike  a  blow  of  deep  and 
decisive  vengeance  upon  one.  whom  she  esteemed  as 
her  mortal  enem  v ;  nor  did  she  hesitate  at  raising  her 
arm,  although  she  knew  that  the  wound  must  be 
dealt  through  the  bosom  of  her  daughter.  With  this 
stem  and  fixed  purpose,  she  sounded  every  deep  and 
shallow  of  her  daufditer's  soul,  assumed  alternately 
every  disguise  of  manner  which  could  serve  her 
object,  and  prepared  at  leisure  every  species  of  dire 
machinery,  by  which  the  human  mind  caii  be 
wrenched  from  its  settled  determination.  Some  of 
these  were  of  an  obvious  description,  and  require  only 
to  be  cursorily  mentioned ;  others  were  characteristic 
of  the  time,  the  country,  and  the  persons  engaged  in 
this  flDgular  drama. 


It  was  of  the  last  consequence,  that  all  interoouse 
betwixt  the  lovers  should  oe  stopped,  and  by  dint  of 
gold  and  authority,  Lady  Ashton  contrived  to  poa8efl0 
herself  of  such  a  complete  command  of  all  who  wtm 

Jtlaced  around  her  daughter,  that,  m  fact,  no  leaguend 
ortress  was  ever  more  completely  blockadedi ;  whfle, 
at  the  same  time,  to  all  outward  aopearance,  Mns 
Ashton  lay  under  no  restriction.  Ixie  verge  of  her 
parents'  domains  became,  in  respect  to  her,  hke  the 
viewless  and  enchanted  line  drawn  around  a  faiiy 
castle,  where  nothing  unpermitted  can  fiUher  enter 
from  without,  or  escape  from  within.  TIhm  ewry 
letter,  in  which  Ravenswood  conveyed  to  Lucy  Ash- 
ton the  indispensable  reasons  which  detained  him 
abroad,  and  more  than  one  note  which  poor  Lucy 
had  addressed  to  h&n  through  what  she  thought  a 
secure  charmel,  fell  into  the  hands  of  her  mother.  It 
could  not  be,  but  that  the  tenor  of  these  intercepted 
letters,  especially  those  of  Ravenswood,  should  con- 
tain something  to  irritate  the  passions  and  fortify 
the  obstinacy  of  her  into  whose  hands  they  fell;  but 
Lady  Ashton's  passions  were  too  deep-rooted  to 
require  this  fresh  food.  She  burnt  the  papers  as  r^;u- 
larly  as  she  perused  them ;  and  as  they  consumed 
into  vapour  and  tinder,  regarded  them  with  a  smile 
upon  her  compressed  lips,  and  an  exultation  in  her 
steady  e>'e,  which  showed  her  confidence  that  the 
hopes  of^the  writers  should  soon  be  rendered  equally 
unsubstantial. 

It  usually  happens,  that  fortune  akis  the  machina- 
tions of  those  wno  are  prompt  to  avail  themselves  of 
every  chance  that  offers.  A  report  was  wafted  from 
the  Continent,  founded,  like  others  of  the  same  sort^ 
upon  many  plausible  circumstances,  but  without  any- 
real  basis,  stating  the  Master  of  Ravenswood  to  be 
on  the  eve  of  marriage  with  a  foreign  lady  of  fortune 
and  distinction.  This  was  greedily  caught  up  by 
both  the  political  parties,  who  were  at  once  st nig- 
gling for  power  and  for  popular  favpur,  and  who 
seized,  as  usual^  upon  the  most  private  circum- 
stances in  the  lives  of  each  others  partisans,  to 
convert  them  into  subjects  of  political  ducussion. 

The  Marquis  of  A gave  his  opinion  aloud  and 

publicly,  not  indeed  in  the  coarse  terms  ascribed  to 
him  by  Captain  Craigengelt,  but  in  a  manner  suffi- 
ciently offensive  to  the  Ash  tons : — "  He  thought  the 
report, '^^  he  said,  "highly  probable,  and  heartily 
wished  it  might  be  true.  Spch  a  match  was  fitter 
and  far  more  creditable  for  a  spirited  young  fellow, 
than  a  marriage  with  the  daughter  oi  an  old  wh^ 
lawyer,  whose  chicanery  had  so  nearly  ruined  his 
father.^' 

The  other  party,  of  course,  hying  out  of  view  the 
opposition  which  the  Master  of  Ivavenswood  received 
from  Miss  Ashton's  family,  cried  shame  upon  his 
fickleness  and  perfidy,  as  if  ne  had  seduced  the  young 
lady  into  an  engagement,  and  wilfully  and  cause- 
lessly abandoned  her  for  another. 

Sufficient  care  was  taken  that  this  report  should 
find  its  way  to  Ravenswood  Castle  through  every 
various  channel;  Lady  Ashton  being  well  aware,  that 
the  very  reiteration  of^the  same  rumour  from  so  many 
quarters  could  not  but  give  it  a  semblance  of  truth. 
By  some  it  was  told  as  a  pjeoc  of  ordinary  news,  by 
some  communicated  as  gerioas  intelligence ;  now  it 
wlis  whispered  to  Lucy  Ashton's  ear  in  the  tone  of 
malignant  oleasantry,  and  now  transmitted  to  her  as 
a  matter  of^grave  and  serious  warning. 

Even  the  Doy  Henry  was  made  the  instrument  of 
adding  to  his  sister's  torments.  One  morning  he 
nishea  into  the  room  with  a  willow  branch  in  his 
hand,  which  he  told  her  had  arrived  that  instant 
from  Germany  for  her  special  wearing.  Lucy,  as  we 
have  seen,  was  remarkably  fond  of  her  younger  bro- 
ther, and  at  that  moment  his  wanton  and  thought- 
less unkindness  seemed  more  keenly  injurious  man 
even  the  studied  iiwults  of  her  elder  brother.  Her 
gricf^  however,  had  no  shade  of  resentment;  she 
folded  her  arms  about  the  boy's  neck,  and  sayine. 
faintly,  "Poor  Henry  I  you  speak  but  what  they  tSl 
you,"^  she  burst  into  a  flood  of  unrestrained  tears. 
The  boy  was  moved,  notwithstanding  the  thought- 
lessness of  his  asie  and  character.  "The  devil  take 
me,"  sakl  he  "Lucy,  "  if  I  fetch  you  any  more  oC 
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tbeie  tonneotingr  messages  again ;  for  I  like  you 
belter,"  said  he,  Kissing  away  the  tears,  "than  the 
whole  pack  of  them ;  and  you  shall  have  my  gray 
pony  to  ride  on.  and  you  shall  canter  him  if  you  Tike, 
— ay^  and  ride  beyond  the  village,  too,  if  you  have 
a  mind.*' 

"Who  told  yon,"  said  Lucv.  "that  I  am  not  per- 
mitted to  ride  where  I  please  t 

"That's  a  secret,"  said  the  boy;  "but  vou  will 
find  you  can  never  ride  beyond  the  village  but  your 
hone  will  cast  a  shoe,  or  fall  lame,  or  the  castle  bell 
will  rins,  or  something  will  happen  to  bring  you  back. 

-Bat  if  I  teH  you  more  of  these  things,  Douglas  will 
not  get  me  the  pair  of  colours  they  have  promised  me, 
and  so  eood-morrow  to  vou." 

litis  diak>gQe  plunged  Lucy  in  still  deeper  deiec- 
tbn,  as  it  tended  to  snow  her  plainly  what  she  had 
<br  some  time  suspected,  that  she  was  little  better 
than  a  prisoner  at  large  in  her  father's  house.  We 
have  descried  her  in  the  outset  of  our  story  as  of  a 
romantiG  di^positkm^  delighting  in  tales  of  love  and 
wonder,  and  readily  identifying  herself  with  the  situ- 
ation of  those  legendary  heroines,  with  whose  adven- 
tures, for  want  of  better  reading,  her  memory  had 
become  stocked.  The  fairy  wand,  with  which  in  her 
solitude  she  had  delighted  to  raise  visions  of  enchant- 
ment, became  now  the  rod  of  a  magician,  the  bond 
slave  of  evil  genii,  serving  only  to  invoke  spectres  at 
which  the  exorcist  trembled.  She  felt  herself  the 
object  of  suspicion,  of  scorn,  of  dislike  at  least,  if  not 
of  hatitxi,  to  her  own  family ;  and  it  seemed  to  her 
diat  she  was  abandoned  by  the  very  person  on  whose 
account  she  was  exposed  to  the  enmity  of  all  around 
her.  Indeed,  the  evidence  of  Raven  swood's  infi- 
delity began  to  assume  every  day  a  more  determined 
character. 

A  soklier  of  fortune^  of  the  name  of  Westenho,  an 
•old  familiar  of  Craigengelt's,  chanced  to  arrive  from 
abroad  about  this  time.  The  worthy  Captain,  though 
without  any  precise  communication  with  Lady  Ash- 
<oa,  always  acted  most  regularly  and  sedulously  in 
support  of  her  plans,  and  easily  prevafled  upon  his 
friend,  by  dint  of  exaggeration  of  real  circumstances, 
and  coining  of  others,  to  give  explicit  testimony  to 
the  truth  oTRavenswood's  approaching  marriase. 

Tlias  beset  on  all  hands,  and  in  a  manner  reduced 
to  despair,  Lucy's  temper  gave  way  under  the  pres- 
sure of  constant  affliction  and  persecution.  She 
became  gloomy  and  abstracted,  and,  contrary  to  her 
natural  itad  ordinary  habit  of  mind,  sometimes  turned 
with  qnrit,  and  even  fierceness,  on  those  by  whom 
she  was  knig  and  closely  annoyed.  Her  health  also 
be^ui  to  besnaken,  and  her  hectic  cheek  and  wan- 
douig  eye  gave  symptoms  of  what  is  called  a  fever 
upon  the  spirits.  In  most  mothers  this  would  have 
moved  compassion ;  but  Lady  Ashton,  compact  and 
firm  of  purpose,  saw  these  waverings  of  health  and 
intdlect  with  no  greater  sympathy  than  that  with 
which  tbe  hostile  engineer  regards  the  towers  of  a 
beleagaered  city  as  they  reel  under  the  discharge  of 
his  srtiHery ;  or,  rather,  she  considered  these  starts 
and  iBequaiities  of  temper  as  symptoms  of  Luc3r*s 
expiring^  resolution ;  as  the  ansler.  by  the  throes  and 
oonvalnve  exertions  of  the  fish  whicn  he  has  hooked, 
becomes  avrare  that  he  soon  will  be  able  to  land  him. 
To  aecelerale  the  catastrophe  in  the  present  case, 
Lady  Ashton  had  recourse  to  an  expsdient  very  con- 
■stent  with  the  temper  and  credulity  of  those  times, 
iMit  which  the  reader  will  probably  pronounce  truly 
detestabte  and  diabolical. 
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la  which  a  wit4di  did  dwell,  in  loathlf  weedn^ 
Aad  wilftil  wftnt,  all  carelew  of  her  needs ; 
80  chooaiiif  solitary  to  abide, 
Fwrfnm  all  neiyhboan,  that  her  deviliah  deeda 
And  helliah  arta  fh>ai  people  ihe  might  hide, 
Aad  hurt  for  off;  tmknown,  whorae'er  ahe  eovied. 

Fairy  QitMS. 

Thb  health  of  Lacy  Ashton  soon  required  the  assist- 
anee  of  a  person  more  skilful  in  the  ofRce  of  a  sick 


nurse  than  the  female  domestics  of  the  family.  Ailsie 
Gourlay,  someiiraes  called  the  Wise  Woman  of  Bow- 
den,  was  the  person  whom,  for  her  own  strong  rea- 
sons, Lady  Ashton  selected  as  an  attendant  upon  her 
daughter. 

This  woman  had  acquired  a  considerable  reputation 
among  the  ignorant  by  the  pretended  cures  which  she 
performed,  especially  in  oncortusj  as  the  Scotch  call 
them,  or  mysterious  diseases,  which  baffle  the  regular 
physician.  Her  pharmacopeia  consisted  partly  of 
herbs  selected  in  planetary  hours,  partly  of  words, 
signfiL  and  charms,  which  sometimes^  perhaps,  pro- 
duced a, favourable  influence  upon  the  imagination  of 
her  patients.  Such  was  the  avowed  profesmon  of 
Lucky  Gourlay^  which,  as  inay  well  be  supposed,  was 
looked  upon  with  a  suspicious  eye,  not  only  by  her 
neighbours,  but  even  by  the  clergy  of  the  district  In 
private,  however,  she  traded  more  de^ly  in  the  occult 
sciences ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  dreadful  punish- 
ments inflicted  upon  the  supposed  crime  of  witchcraft, 
there  wanted  not  those  who,  steeled  by  want  ana 
bitterness  of  spirit,  were  willing  to  adopt  the  hatefid 
and  dangerous  character,  for  the  sake  ot  the  influence 
which  its  terrors  enabled  them  to  exercise  in  the  vi- 
cinity, and  the  wretched  emolument  which  Ui^  could 
extract  by  the  practice  of  their  supposed  art 

Ailsie  Gourlay  was  not  indeed  fool  enoujgh  to  ac- 
knowledge a  compact  writh  the  Evil  One,  which  would 
have  been  a  swift  and  ready  road  to  the  stake  and  tar- 
barrel.  Her  faiiY.  she  said,  like  Caliban's,  was  a 
harmless  fairy.  Nevertheless  she  "qjaed  fortunes," 
read  dreams,  composed  philtres,  discovered  stolen 
goodfl,  and  made  and  dissolved  matches  as  success- 
fully as  if,  according  to  tlie  belief  of  the  whole  neigh- 
bourhood, she  hsd  been  aided  in  those  arts  by  Beelze- 
bub himseUl  The  worst  of  the  pretendere  to  these 
sciences  was,  that  they  were  generally  persons  who, 
feeling  themselves  odious  to  humanity,  were  careless 
of  what  they  did  to  deserve  the  public  hatred.  Real 
crimes  were  often  committed  under  pretence  of  magi- 
cal imposture ;  and  it  somewhat  relieves  the  disgust 
with  which  we  read,  in  the  criminal  records,  the  con- 
viction of  these  wr^ches,  to  be  aware  that  many  of 
them  merited,  as  poisoners,  suborners,  and  diabolical 
agents  in  secret  domestic  crimes,  the  severe  fiite  to 
which  they  were  condemned  for  the  imaginary  guilt 
of  witchcraft 

Such  was  Ailsie  Gk)urlay  whom,  in  order  to  attain 
the  absolute  subju^tion  01  Lucy  Ashton's  mind,  her 
mother  thought  it  fitting  to  place  near  her  person.  A 
woman  of  loss  consequence  than  Lady  Ashton  had 
not  dared  to  take  such  %  step ;  but  her  high  rank  and 
strength  of  character  set  her  above  the  censure  of  the 
world,  and  she  was  allowed  to  have  selected  for  her 
daughter's  attendant  the  b^t  and  most  experienced 
sick-nurse  "  and  mediciner"  in  the  neighbourhood, 
where  an  inferior  person  would  have  lallen  under 
the  reproach  of  calung  in  the  assistance  of  a  partner 
and  ally  of  the  great  Knemy  of  mankind. 

The  beldam  caught  her  cue  readily  and  by  innuendo, 
without  giving  Lady  Ashton  the  pain  of  distinct  ex- 
planation. Sne  was  in  many  respects  qualified  for 
the  part  she  played,  which  indeed  could  not  be  effi- 
ciently assumed  without  some  knowledge  of  the, bu- 
rn an  heart  and  passions.  Dame  Gourlay  perceived 
that  Lucy  shuddered  at  her  external  appearance, 
which  we  have  already  described  when  we  found  her 
in  the  death-chamber  of  blind  AHce ;  and  while  in- 
ternally she  hated  the  poor  girl  for  the  involuntary 
horror  with  wliich  she  saw  she  was  r^arded,^he 
commenced  her  operations  by  endeavounnig  to  efface 
or  overcome  those  prejudices  which,  in  her  heart, 
she  resented  as  mortal  offences.  This  was  easily  done, 
for  the  haa^s  external  ugliness  was  soon  balanced  by 
a  show  ofldndness  and  interest  to  which  Lucy  had 
of  late  been  little  accustomed ;  her  attentive  services 
and  real  skill  gained  her  the  ear,  if  not  the  confidence, 
of  her  patient ;  and  under  pretence  of  divertmg  the 
solitude  of  a  sick  room,  she  soon  led  her  attention 
captive  by  the  legends  in  which  she  was  well  skilled, 
and  to  which  Luc/s  habits  of  readine  and  reflection 
induced  her  to  "  lend  an  attentive  ear."  Dame  Gour- 
lay's  tales  were  at  first  of  a  mild  and  interesting 
character— 
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of  fa>«  Ihol  nightly  dnnr«»  up».n  tlio  wold, 
And  lovem  dodiuM  l«  wonder  and  lo  wpep, 
And  c(ulie9i  high,  where  wicked  wi/^ard*  keep 
'I'heif  c»plivc  Uimlls. 

(iroduolly,  however,  they  ns'sumcd  a  dnrker  ami 
more  myHterious  character,  and  bccnmc  such  as,  told 
hy  the  midnight  lamp,  and  c  nlor.  .^l  by  the  tremuloue 
tone,  the  quivering  and  hvid  his  «'»tJ  uplifted  skinny 
fore-finger,  and  the  shaking  head  of  the  blue-eyrd  haj?, 
might  have  appalled  a  less  credulous  imagination,  m 
an  age  more  hard  of  belief.  The  old  Sycorax  saw  her 
advantage,  and  gradually  narrowed  hrr  ina^nc  circle 
around  tne  devoted  victim  on  whose  spirit  she  prac- 
tised. Her  legends  began  to  relate  to  the  fortunes  of 
the  Ravenswood  family,  whose  ancient  grandeur  and 
portentous  authority,  creduUty  had  graced  with  so 
many  superstitious  attributes.  The  storv  ot  [he  fatal 
fountain  was  narrated  at  full  length,  and  with  formi- 
<lable  additions,  by  the  ancient  sibyl.  The  prophecy, 
quoted  by  Caleb,  concerning  the  dead  bride,  who  was 
to  be  won  by  the  last  of  the  Ravenswooda,  had  its  own 
mysterious  commentary;  and  the  singular  circum- 
stance of  the  apparition,  seen  by  the  Master  of  Ra- 
venswood in  the  forest,  having  partly  trnnj^piretl 
through  his  hasty  inquiries  in  thecotta^^c  of  old  Alice, 
form^  a  theme  for  many  exaggerations. 

Lucy  might  have  despised  tncse  tales,  if  they  had 
been  related  concerning  another  family,  or  if  her  own 
situation  had  been  less  despondent.  Hut  circum- 
stanced as  she  was,  the  idea  that  an  evil  fate  hung 
over  her  attachment,  became  prfxiominnnt  over  her 
other  feelings :  and  the  gloom  of  superstition  darkened 
a  mmd,  already  sufficiently  weakened  hy  sorrow,  dis- 
tri'ss,  uncertainty,  and  an  opprcR.«!ive  st  iif.^  of  dt por- 
tion and  desolauon.  Stories  were  told  bv  her  at  teiid- 
ant  so  closely  resembling  her  own  in  their  circum- 
pfances,  that  she  was  ^laduelly  led  to  converse  upon 
such  tragic  and  mysneal  subjects  wth  the  beldam, 
and  to  repose  a  sort  of  confidence  in  the  sihyl,  whom 
she  still  regarded  with  involuntary  jihudd*  ring.  Dame 
(iourlay  knew  how  to  avail  herself  of  tliis  imperfect 
confidence.  She  directed  Lucy's  thoughts  to  the 
means  of  inquiring  into  fiiturit'y,— the  surest  mode, 
perhaps^  of  shaking  the  understanding  and  destroying 
the  ^ints.  Omens  were  expounded,  dreams  were 
interpreted,  and  other  tricks  of  jugglery  perhaps  re- 
sorted to,  by  which  the  pretended  adepts  of  the  period 
jleceived  and  fascinatt^  their  deluded  followers.  I 
find  it  mentioned  in  the  articles  of  dit  tav  against  Ailsie 
Gourlay,— (for  it  is  some  comfort  to  Know  that  the 
old  hag  was  tried,  condemned,  and  burned  on  the  top 
of  North-Berwick  Law,  by  sentence  of  a  commission 
froin  the  Privy  Council.)—!  nnd,  I  say,  it  was  chargetl 
against  her,  among  other  oflences,  that  she  had,  by 
the  aid  and  delusions  of  Satan,  shown  to  a  young  per- 
son of  quality,  in  a  mirror  glass,  a  gentleman  tiien 
abroad,  to  whom  the  said  young  person  was  be- 
trothed, and  who  appeared  in  the  vision  to  be  in  the 
act  of  bestowing  his  hand  upon  another  lady.  But 
this  and  some  otner  parts  of  tne  record  appear  to  have 
been  studiously  left  imperfect  in  names  and  dates,  pro- 
bably out  of  regard  to  the  honour  of  the  families  con- 
cerned. If  Dame  Gourlay  was  able  actually  to  play 
oflT  sufh  a  piece  of  juj^lery,  it  is  clear  she  must  have 
had  better  assistance  to  practise  the  deception,  than 
her  own  skill  or  funds  could  supply.  Mean  while,  this 
mysterious  visionary  traffic  had  its  usual  efiict,  in 
unsettling  Miss  Ashton'a  mind.  Her  temper  l>ecamc 
unequal,  her  health  decayed  daily,  her  manners  grew 
moping,  melancholy,  and  uncertain.  Her  father, 
guessing  partly  at  the  cause  of  these  appearances,  and 
exerting  a  degree  of  authority  unusual  with  him,  made 
a  point  of  banishing  Dame  Gourlay  from  the  castle; 
hut  the  arrow  was  shot,  and  was  rankling  barb-deep 
in  the  side  of  the  wounded  deer. 

It  was  shortly  after  the  departure  of  this  woman, 
that  Lucy  Ashton,  urged  by  her  parents,  announced 
to  them,  with  a  vivacity  by  which  they  were  startled. 
**  that  she  was  conscious  heaven  and  earth  and  hell 
had  set  themselves  against  her  union  with  Ravens- 
wood  ;  still  her  contract,"  she  said,  "  was  a  bind- 
ing contract,  and  she  neither  would  nor  could  resign 
it  without  the  consent  of  Ravenswood.  I^t  me  be 
assured,"  she  concluded,  "  that  he  will  free  me  from 


my  engagement,  and  dispose  of  me  as  you  plesse,  I 
care  not  how.  When  the  diamonds  ore  gone,  wbtl 
sigiiifies  the  casket  7" 

The  tone  of  obstinacy  with  which  this  was  said, 
her  eyes  flashing  with  unnatural  light,  and  her  hands 
firmly  clenched,  precluded  the  possibility  of  diJ^Kite : 
and  the  utmost  length  which  Lady  Ashton's  art  could 
attain,  only  got  her  the  privilege  of  dictating  the 
letter,  by  which  her  daughter  required  to  know  of  Ra- 
venswood whether  he  intendtxi  to  abide  by,  or  to  sur- 
render, what  she  termed,  "  their  unfortunate  engi^- 
ment.''  Of  this  advantage  Lady  Ashton  so  faraiuTso 
ingeniously  availed  herself^  that,  according  to  the 
wording  of  the  letter,  the  render  would  have  supposed 
Lucy  was  calling  upon  her  lover  to  renounce  a  con- 
tract which  was  contrary  to  the  interests  and  inclina- 
tions of  both.  Not  trusting  even  to  this  point  ot 
deception.  Lady  Ashton  finally  determined  to  sup- 
press the  letter  altogether,  in  hopes  that  Lucy*siinpt- 
lience  would  induce  her  to  condemn  Ravenswood 
unheard  and  in  absence.  In  this  she  was  disappointed. 
The  lime,  indeed,  had  long  elapsed,  when  an  answer 
should  have  been  received  from  the  Continent.  T\if 
faint  ray  of  hope  which  still  glimmered  in  Lucj's 
mind  was  wellnigh  extinguished.  But  the  idea  never 
forsook  her,  that  her  letter  might  not  have  been  duty 
forwarde<l.  One  of  her  mother's  new  macbinationf 
unexpectedly  furniahetl  her  with  th«  means  of  ascec- 
taining  what  she  most  desired  to  know. 

The  female  agent  of  hell  having  been  dismisscii 
from  the  castle,  Ladv  Ashton,  who  wrought  by  all 
variety  of  means,  resolved  to  employ,  for  working  ihr 
same  end  on  Lucy  s  mind,  an  agent  of  a  very  difler- 
rnt  character.  This  was  no  other  than  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Bide-i he-bent,  a  Presbyterian  clergyman,  for- 
merly mentioned,  of  the  very  strictest  order,  and  the 
most  rigid  orthodoxy,  whose  aid  she  called  in,  upon 
tlio  principle  of  the  tyrant  in  the  tragedy : — 

*4'll  have  a  prifst  shail  preach  her  Hroin  her  fkith. 
And  make  it  «in  not  to  renounce  Uiat  vow, 
Wliicli  I'd  have  broken." 

But  Lady  Ashton  was  mistaken  in  the  agent  she  had 
selected.  His  prejudices,  indeed,  were  easily  enlisted 
on  her  side,  and  it  was  no  difficult  matter  to  make 
him  regard  with  horror  the  prospect  of  a  tmion  betwixt 
the  daughter  of  a  God-fearing,  professing,  and  Piw- 
byierian  family  of  distinction,  with  the  heir  of  a  blood- 
thirsty prelalist  and  persecutor,  the  bands  of  wboee 
fathers  had  been  dyed  to  the  wrists  in  the  blood  ol* 
God's  saints.  This  resembled,  in  the  divine's  ooinion. 
the  union  of  a  Moabitish  stranger  with  a  daugtiterof 
Zion.  But  with  all  the  more  severe  prejudice*  ana 
principles  of  his  sect,  Bide-the-bentposscascd  a  sound 
judgment,  and  had  learnt  syropatny  even  in  that 
very  school  of  persecution,  where  the  heart  is  eoirt- 
qiiently  hardened.  In  a  private  interview  with  Mtfa 
Ashton,  he  was  deeply  moved  by  her  distress,  «nd 
could  not  but  admit  the  justice  of  her  request  to  be 
permitted  a  direct  communication  with  Ravenswoodl 
upon  the  subject  of  their  solemn  contract.  When  Ae 
urged  to  him  the  great  imcertainty  imder  which  she 
laboured,  whether  her  letter  had  been  ever  forwarded, 
the  old  man  paced  the  room  with  long  steps,  shook 
his  gray  beau,  rested  repeatedly  for  a  space  on  hi^ 
ivor>'-headed  staff",  and,  after  much  hesitation,  coiv 
fessed  that  he  thought  her  doubts  so  reasonable,  that 
he  would  hinjssJf  aid  in  the  removal  of  them. 

"  I  cannot  out  opine.  Miss  Lucy,"  he  said,  "  iha* 
your  worshipful  lady  mother  hath  m  this  matter  >n 
eagerness,  whilk,  although  it  ariseth  doubtless  from 
love  to  your  best  interests  here  and  hereafter,-- ffoi  thr 
man  is  of  persecuting  blood,  and  himself  a  persecufof 
a  cavalier  or  malignant,  and  a  scoffer,  who  hath  iv' 
inheritance  in  Jesse, — ^nevertheless,  we  are  com 
manded  to  do  justice  unto  all,  and  to  fulfil  otir  boaJ 
and  covenant,  as  well  to  the  stranger,  as  to  him  who 
is  in  brotherhood  with  us.  Wherefore  m>'selJ^  ev«n  1 
myself,  will  be  aiding  unto  the  delivery  oi  your  letter 
to  the  man  Edgar  Ravenswood.  trusting  that  t^ 
issue  thereof  may  be  your  deliverance  from  the  wt« 
in  which  ho  hath  sinfully  engaged  you.  And  that  I 
may  do  in  this  neither  more  nor  less  than  hath  beffi 
warranted  by  your  honourable  parents,  I  pray  yon  to 
transcribe,  without  increment  or  subtraction,  the  lemr 
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fonneriy  expeded  under  the  dictation  of  your  right 
honourable  mother ;  and  I  shall  put  it  into  such  sure 
courae  of  beinj^  delivered,  that  if,  honoured  young 
madam,  you  shall  reccire  no  answer,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary that  rou  conclude  that  the  man  meaneth  in 
silence  to  abandon  that  naughty  contract,  which  per- 
sdventure,  he  may  be  unwilling  direcdy  to  restore." 

Lucy  eagerly  embraced  the  expedient  of  the  worthy 
divine.  A  new  letter  was  written  in  the  precise  terms 
of  the  former,  and  consigned  by  Mr.  Bide-the-bent  to 
the  charge  of  Saunders  Moonshine,  a  zealous  elder  of 
the  chiu^  when  on  shore,  and,  when  on  board  his 
brig,  as  bold  a  amt^ler  as  ever  ran  out  a  sUding 
bowsprit  to  the  winosthat  blow  betwixt Campvere 
and  tne  east  coast  of  Scotland.  At  the  recommenda- 
tion of  his  pastor,  Saunders  readily  undertook  that 
the  letter  sm>uld  be  securely  conveyed  to  the  Master 
ofRavenswood  at  the  court  where  he  now  resided. 

Hiis  retrospect  became  necessary  to  explain  the  con- 
ference betwixt  Miss  Ashcon.  her  mother^,  and  Buck- 
law,  which  we  have  detailed  in  a  prccedmg  chapter. 

Lacy  was  now  like  the  sailor,  who,  while  drifting 
through  a  tempestuous  ocean,  cUn^s  for  safety  to  a 
^Qgie  plank,  his  powers  of  graspmg  it  becoming 
every  moment  more  fieeble,  and  the  deep  darkness  of 
the  night  only  check^ed  by  the  flashes  of  lightning, 
hissing  as  they  ahow  the  white  tops  of  the  billows,  m 
which  he  is  soon  to  be  engulfed. 

Week  crept  away  after  week,  and  day  after  day. 
'^L  Juda's  day  arrived^  the  last  and  protracted  term 
to  which  Lacy  had  limited  herself  and  there  was 
anther  letter  nor  news  of  Ravenswood. 
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How  fair  these  names,  how  much  unlike  they  look 
Td  all  the  blarr'd  RtbsMcriii^tions  in  my  book  I 
The  brideaToona's  latter*  stand  in  row  ahove, 
Taperinff.  yet  atrai^t,  like  pine-trees  in  his  grove ; 
While  trre  and  fine  the  bride's  ap(}ear  below, 
As  liffht  and  alender  aa  her  jeaaamines  grow. 

Cbabbx. 

St.  Jude*s  day  came,  the  terra  assigned  by  Lucy 
beTKlf  as  the  farthest  date  of  expectation,  and,  as  we 
have  already  said,  there  were  neither  letters  from, 
nor  news  o(  Ravenswood.  But  there  were  news  of 
Bucklaw,  and  of  his  trusty  associate  Craigengelt, 
whd  arrived  eariy  in  the  morning  for  the  completion 
of  the  proposed  espousals,  and  for  signing  the  neces- 
sary deeds. 

These  had  been  carefully  prepared  under  the  revisal 
of  Sir  William  Ashton  mmaelf,  it  having  been  re- 
solved, on  account  of  the  state  of  Miss  Ashton's 
health,  as  it  was  said,  that  none  save  the  parties  im- 
mediately interested  should  be  present  when  the 
parchments  were  subscribed.  It  was  further  deter- 
mined, that  the  marriage,  should  be  solemnized  upon 
the  fourth  day  after  signing  the  articles,  a  measure 
adopted  by  Lady  Ashton.  m  order  that  Lucy  might 
have  as  litde  time  as  possible  to  recede,  or  relapse  into 
intractabiUty.  There  was  no  appearance,  however, 
of  her  doing  either.  S he  heard  tne  proposed  arrange- 
ment with  the  calm  indiflerence  of  despair,  or  rather 
wifh  an  apathy  arising  from  the  oppressed  and  stupi- 
fied  sute  of  her  feelings.  To  an  eye  so  unobserving 
as  that  of  Bucklaw,  her  demeanour  had  little  more  of 
reluctance  than  might  suit  the  character  of  a  bashful 
young  lady,  who,  however,  he  could  not  disguise  from 
himself  was  complying  with  the  choice  of  her  friends, 
rather  than  exercising  any  personal  predilection  in  his 
favour. 

When  the  morning  compliments  of  the  bridegroom 
had  been  paid.  Miss  Ashton  was  left  for  some  time 
to  herself;  her  mother  remarking,  that  the  deeds  must 
be  ai^ed  before  the  hour  of  noon,  in  order  that  the 
rnamage  might  be  happy. 

Lucy  safTered  herseli  to  be  attved  for  the  occasion 
as  the  taste  of  her  attendants  suggested,  and  was  of 
course  splendidly  arrayed.  Her  oress  was  composed 
of  white  satin  and  Brussels  lace,  and  her  hair  ar- 
ranged with  a  profusion  of  jewels,  whose  lustre  made  a 
strange  contrast  to  the  deadly  paleness  of  her  com- 
piezion,  and  to  the  trouble  which  dwelt  in  her  un- 
settled eye. 


Her  toilet  was  hardly  finished,  ere  Henry  appeared, 
to  conduct  the  passive  bride  to  the  state  apartment, 
where  all  was  prepared  for  signing  the  contract. 
"  Do  you  know,  sister,"  he  said,  I  am  glad  you  are 
to  have  Bucklaw  after  all,  instead  of  Ravenswood, 
who  looked  like  a  Spanish  grandee  come  to  cut  our 
throats,  and  trample  our  bodies  under  foot.  And  I 
am  glad  the  broad  seas  are  between  us  this  day,  for  I 
shall  never  forget  how  frightened  I  was  when  I  took 
him  for  the  picture  of  old  Sir  Malise  walked  out  ot 
the  canvass.  Tell  me  true,  are  you  not  glad  to  be 
failyshotofhiml" 

Ask  me  no  questions,  dear  Henry,"  said  his  un- 
fortunate sister ;  "  there  is  litde  more  can  happen  to 
make  me  either  glad  or  sorry  in  this  world." 

"And  that's  what  all  young  brides  say,"  said 
Henry ;  "  and  so  do  not  be  cast  down,  Lucy,  for  you'll 
tell  another  tale  a  twelvemonth  hence— and  I  am  to 
be  bride' s-man,  and  ride  before  you  to  the  kirk,  and 
all  our  kith,  kin,  and  allies,  and  all  Bucklaw's  are  to 
be  mounted  and  in  order— and  I  am  to  have  a  scarlet 
laced  coat,  and  a  feathered  hat,  and  a  sword-belt, 
double  bordered  with  gold,  and  point  (Tcspagne,  and 
a  dagger  instead  of  a  sword;  and  I  should  hke  a 
swoid  much  better,  but  my  father  won't  hear  of  it. 
All  my  things,  and  a  hundred  besides^  are  to  come 
out  from  Edinburgh  to-night  with  old  Gilbert,  and 
the  sumptcr  mules— and  I  will  bring  them,  and  show 
them  to  you  the  instant  they  come. 

The  boy's  chatter  was  here  interrupted  by  the 
arrival  of  Lady  Ashton,  somewhat  alarmed  at  her 
daughter's  stay.  With  one  of  her  sweetest  smiles, 
she  took  Lucy's  arm  under  her  own,  and  led  her  to 
the  apartment  where  her  presence  was  expected. 

There  were  only  present.  Sir  Wdliam  AJhton,  and 
Colonel  Douglas  Ashton,  the  last  in  full  regimentals 
—Bucklaw,  in  bridegroom  trim— Craigengelt,  freshly 
equip t  fVpm  top  to  toe  by  the  bounty  of  nis  patron, 
and  bedizened  with  as  much  laco  as  might  have 
become  the  dress  of  the  Copper  Captain,  together 
with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bide-the-bent;  the  presence  of  a 
minister  being,  in  strict  Presbyterian  families,  an 
indispensable  requisite  upon  all  occasions  of  unusual 
solemnity. 

Wines  and  refreshments  were  placed  on  a  table, 
on  which  the  writings  were  displayed,  ready  for  sig- 
nature. 

But  before  proceeding  either  to  business  or  refresh- 
ment, Mr.  Bide-the-bent,  at  a  signal  from  Sir  William 
Ashton,  invited  the  company  to  join  him  in  a  short 
extemporary  prayer,  in  which  he  implored  a  blessing 
upon  tne  contract  now  to  be  solemmzed  between  the 
honourable  parties  then  present  With  the  simplicity 
of  his  times  and  professio;i,  which  permitted  strong 
personal  allusions,  he  petitioned,  that  the  wounden 
niind  of  one  of  these  noble  parties  might  be  healed, 
in  reward  of  her  compliance  with  the  advice  of  her 
right  honourable  parents ;  and  that  as  she  had  proved 
herself  a  child  after  God's  commandment,  by  honour- 
ing her  father  and  mother,  she  and  hers  might  enjoy 
the  promised  blessing— length  of  days  in  the  land 
here,  and  a  happy  portion  hereafter  in  a  better  coun- 
try. He  prayed  farther,  that  the  bridegroom  might 
be  weaned  from  those  follies  which  aeduce  youth 
from  the  path  of  knowledge ;  that  he  might  cease  to 
take  delignt  in  vain  and  unprofitable  company,  scof- 
fers, rioters^  and  those  who  sit  late  at  the  wine,  (here 
Bucklaw  winked  to  Craigengelt,)  and  cease  from  the 
society  that  causeth  lo  err.  A  suitable  supplication 
in  behalf  of  Sir  William  and  Lady  Ashton,  and  their 
family,  concluded  this  religious  address,  which  thus 
embraced  every  individual  present,  excepting  Craig- 
engelt, whom  the  worthy  divine  probably  considered 
as  past  all  hopes  of  grace. 

The  business  of  the  day  now  went  forward ;  Sir 
William  Ashton  signed  the  contract  with  legal  solem- 
nity and  precision  rhis  son,  with  military  non-cfuUanee  ; 
and  Bucklaw  having  subscribed  as  rapidly  as  Craig- 
engelt could  manage  to  turn  the  leaves,  concluded 
by  wiping  his  peri  dn  that  worthy's  new  laoed  cravat 

It  was  now  Miss  Ash  ton's  turn  to  sign  the  writinn, 
and  she  was  guided  by  her  watchful  mother  to  the 
table  for  that  purpose.  At  her  first  attempt,  she 
began  to  write  with  a  dry  pen,  and  when  the  circum- 
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stance  was  pointed  out,  teemed  unable,  after  several 
attempts,  to  dip  it  in  the  roassiTe  silver  inkstandish, 
which  stood  mli  before  her.  Ladjr  Ashton's  vigilance 
hastened  to  supply  the  deficiencjr.  I  have  mjrself 
seen  the  fatal  dedd,  and  in  the  distinct  characters  in 
which  the  name  of  Lucy  Ashton  is  traced  on  each 
page,  there  is  only  a  very  slight  tremulous  irregularity, 
mdicative  of  her  state  of  mind  at  the  time  of  the  sud- 
acription.  But  the  last  signature  is  incomplete,  de- 
faced and  blotted ;  for,  whue  her  hand  was  employed 
in  tracing  it,  the  hasty  tramp  of  a  horse  was  heard  at 
the  gate,  succeeded  by  a  step  in  the  outer  gallery,  and 
a  voice,  which,  in  a  commanding  tone,  core  down 
ihe  opposition  of  the  menials.  Hie  pen  dropped  from 
Lucre  fingers,  as  she  exclaimed  with  a  faint  shriek 
*'  He  is  come— he  is  comef* 
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This  by  hia  toncM  •hoold  be  a  Mootacoa  t 
Fetch  me  mj  rapier,  boy ; 
Now,  by  the  fiuth  end  honoar  of  my  km. 
To  strike  him  deed  I  bold  it  not  a  sin. 

R§wu»  and  JwUtt. 

Haboly  had  Miss  Ashton  dropped  the  pen,  when 
the  door  of  the  apartment  fiew  open,  and  the  Master 
of  Ravenswood  entered  the  apartment 

Lockhard  and  another  domestic,  who  had  in  vain 
attempted  to  oppose  his  passage  through  the  gallery 
or  antichamb^,  were  seen  standing  on  the  threshold 
transfixed  with  surprises  which  was  instantly  com- 
municated to  the  whole  party  in  the  state-room. 
That  of  Colonel  Douglas  Ashton  was  mingled  with 
resentment:  that  of  Bucklaw,  with  haughty  and 
affected  indifierence ;  the  rest,  even  Lady  Ashton 
herself^  showed  signs  of  fear,  and  Lucy  seemed 
stiffened  to  stone  by  this  unexpected  apparition. 
Apparition  it  might  well  be  termed,  for  Ravenswood 
had  more  the  appearance  of  one  returned  from  the 
dead,  than  of  a  living  visiter. 

He  planted  himself  fiiU  in  the  middle  of  the  iq^art- 
roent,  opposite  to  the  table  at  which  Lucy  was 
seated,  on  whom,  as  if  she  had  been  alone  in  the 
chamber,  he  bent  his  eyes  with  a  mingled  expression 
of  deep  grief  and  deliberate  indignation.  His  dark- 
coloured  riding  cloak,  di^lacea  from  one  shoulder, 
hung  around  one  side  of  his  person  in  the  ample  folds 
if  the  Spanish  mantla  The  rest  of  his  rich  dress  was 
Cravel-soiPd,  and  derang^  by  hard  riding.  He  had 
ft  sword  by  his  side,  and  pistols  in  his  belt.  His 
4ouched  liat,  which  he  had  not  removed  at  entrance, 
4ave  an  additional  gloom  to  his  dark  features,  which, 
wasted  by  sorrow,  and  marked  by  tha  ghastly  look 
communicated  by  long  illness,  added  to  a  countenance 
fiaturaliy  somewhat  stem  and  wild,  a  fierce  and  enren 
savage  erarossion.  The  matted  and  dishevelled  locks 
of  hatr  which  escaped  Irom  under  his  hat,  together 
with  his  fixed  and  unmoved  posture,  made  his  head 
fnore  resemble  that  of  a  marble  bust  than  that  of  a 
living  man.  He  said  not  a  tingle  word,  and  there 
was  a  deep  silence  in  the  company  for  more  than  two 
fninutes. 

It  was  broken  by  Lady  Ashton,  who  in  ^t  space 
partly  recovered  her  natural  audacity.  She  demanded 
to  know  the  cause  of  this  unauthorized  intrusion. 

**  That  is  s  question,  madam,**  sakl  her  son,  "  which 
I  have  the  b^  right  to  itk— and  I  must  reouest  of 
the  Master  of  Ravenswood  to  follow  me,  where  he 
can  answer  it  at  leisure." 

Bucklaw  interposed,  saying,  *'No  man  oft  earth 
should  usurp  his  previous  nidit  in  demanding  an 
explanation  from  the  Master.-^Craigengek,"  he  added, 
in  an  under  tone,  "  d— n  ve,  why  do  ye  stand  staring 
as  if  you  saw  a  ghost?  fetch  me  my  sword  from  the 
gallery.'/ 

"I  will  relinquish  to  none,**  said  Colonel  Ashton, 

my  rifl^t  of  calling  to  account  the  man  who  has 
offered  this  unparalleled  affront  to  my  family." 

Be  patient,  gentlenwn,"  said^Havenswood,  turn- 
ing sternly  towards  them,  and  waving  his  hand  as 
if  to  unpose  silence  on  their  altercation.  "  If  you 
ire  as  weary  of  your  lives  as  I  am,  I  will  find  tune 
ind  place  to  pledge  mine  against  one  or  both ;  at 
ireaent,  I  have  no  Insure  for  the  disputes  of  triflen." 


'*  Triflers  r  echoed  Colonel  Ashton^  half  unsheath- 
ing his  sword,  while  Bucklaw  laid  his  hand  on  die 
hilt  of  that  which  Craigengelt  had  just  readied 
him. 

Sir  William  Ashton,  alarmed  for  his  own  eon's 
safetv,  rushed  between  the  young  men  and  Ravens- 
wood. exclaiming,  *'  My  son,  I  command  you—Buck- 
law,  I  entreat  you— keep  the  peace,  in  the  name  of 
the  Queen  and  of  the  law !" 

"  In  the  name  of  the  law  of  God,"  said  Bide-the- 
bent  advancing  also  with  upUfted  hands  between 
Bucklaw,  the  Colonel,  and  the  object  of  their  resent- 
ment—" In  the  name  of  Him  who  brqoght  peace  on 
earth,  and  good-will  to  mankftid,  I  implore— I  be- 
seech—I command  you  to  forbear  violence  towards 
each  other  1  God  hateth  the  blood-thirstr  roan-he 
who  striketh  with  the  sword,  shall  perish  with  the 
sword." 

"  Do  you  take  roe  for  a  doR  sir,"  said  Colonel 
Ashton,  turning  fiercely  upon  mm.  ^*or  something 
more  brutally  stupid,  to  endure  this  insult  in  my 
father's  housed— Let  me  go,  Bucklaw !  He  shall 
account  to  me,  or,  by  Heaven,  I  will  stab  him  vrfaerc 
he  stands  1" 

"  You  shall  not  touch  him  here,"  said  Bucklaw : 
"  he  once  gave  me  my  life,  and  were  he  the  devil 
come  to  fly  away  with  the  whole  house  and  genera- 
tioiL  he  shall  have  nothing  but  fair  play." 

The  passions  of  the  two  young  men  thus  counter- 
acting each  other,  gave  Ravenswood  leisure  to  ex- 
claim, in  a  stem  and  steady  voice,  **  Silence  I— let 
him  who  really  seeks  danger,  take  the  fitting  time 
when  it  is  to  be  found;  my  mission  here  will  be 
shortly  accomplished.— Is  that  your  handwriting, 
madam  ?"  ho  added  in  a  softer  tone,  extending  to- 
wards Miss  Ashton  her  last  letter. 

A  faltering  "  Yes,"  seemed  rather  to  escape  from 
her  lips,  than  to  be  uttered  as  a  voluntary  answer. 

"  And  h  this  also  your  handwriting?"  extending 
towards  her  the  mutual  engagement 

Lucy  remained  silent  Terror,  and  a  yet  stronger  and 
more  confused  feeling,  so  utterly  disturbed  her  ander- 
standing^  that  she  probably  scarcely  comprehended 
the  question  that  Was  put  to  her. 

"  If  you  design,"  said  Sir  William  AshtoiL  "  lo 
found  any  \ef^  claim  on  that  paper,  sir^  oo  not 
expect  to  receive  any  answer  to  an  extrajudiaal  ques- 
tion." 

"  Sir  William  Ashton,"  said  Ravenswood  "Ipiaj 
you,  and  all  who  hear  me,  that  you  will  not  mistake 
my  purpose.  If  this  young  lady,  of  her  own  free  wiU, 
desires  the  restoration  of  this  contract,  as  her  letter 
would  seem  to  imply— there  is  not  a  withered  leaf 
which  this  autumn  wind  strews  on  the  heathy  that  ts 
more  valueless  in  my  eyes.  But  I  must  and  vnQ  bear 
the  truth  from  her  own  mouth— without  this  satia&c* 
tioQ  I  will  not  leave  this  spot  Murder  me  by  oum- 
bers  you  posiibly  may;  but  I  am  an  armed  man— I 
am  a  desperate  man — and  I  wiU  not«die  withooi 
ample  vengeance.  This  is  my  resolution,  take  it  a* 
you  may.  I  will  hear  her  determination  from  bet  own 
mouth;  froii^  her  own  mouth,  abne,  and  without 
witnesses,  will  I  hear  it.  Now.  choose,"  be  said, 
drawing  his  sword  with  the  right  hand,  and,  with  the 
left  by  tke  same  motion  taking  a  pistol  fh>m  his  belt 
and  cocking  it,  but  turning  the  point  of  one  weapos 
and  the  muzzle  of  the  other  to  the  ground,—"  Choose 
if  you  wiU  have  this  hall  floated  with  blood,  or  if  you 
wul  grant  me  the  decisive  interview  with  my  affianiced 
brid&  which  the  laws  of  God  and  the  country  ahke 
entitle  me  to  demand." 

All  recoiled  at  the  sound  of  his  voice,  and  the  at- 
termined  action  by  which  it  was  accompaiiied;  (br 
the  ecstasv  of  real  desperation  seldom  fails  to  over- 
power the  less  energetic  pM^ions  bv  which  it  maty  he 
opposed.  The  clergyman  was  the  first  to,speak.  ^  la 
the  name  of  God,  he  said.  "  receive  an  overture  d 
peace  from  the  meanest  of  his  servanta.  What  th^ 
honourable  person  demands,  albeit  it  is  urged  wiik 
over  violence,  hath  yet  in  it  something  of  reason.  Let 
him  hear  fit)m  Miss  Lucjr's  own  lipe  that  she  hath 
dutifully  acceded  to  the  will  of  her  parenta,  and  it- 
penteth  her  of  her  covenant  with  him ;  and  wKimi 
he  is  assured  of  this,  he  will  depart  in  peace  iinto  bis 
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own  dwcUing,  md  cumber  us  no  more.  Alas  I  the 
workings  of  the  ancient  Adam  are  strong  even  in  the 
tegaienite~-surely  we  should  have  long-suffering  Mrith 
tbcMW  who,  being  /et  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and  bond 
of  iniquitr,  are  swept  forward  by  die  uncontrollable 
current  or  worldly  passion.  Let,  then,  the  Masto^  of 
Ravenswood  have  the  interview  on  which  he  insist- 
etfa;  it  can  but  be  as  a  passmg  pang  co  this  honoura- 
ble maiden,  since  her  fiuth  is  now  irrevocably  pledged 
to  the  choice  of  her  parents.  Let  it,  I  say,  be  thus :  it 
beloDgeth  to  my  functions  to  entreat  your  honour's 
compuanoe  with  this  healing  overture. 

"Never!"  answered  Lady  Ashton,  whose  rage  had 
now  overcome  her  first  surprise  and  terror—  never 
shall  this  man  speak  in  pnvate  with  my  daughter, 
the  affianced  bride  •(  another!  Pass  from  this  room 
who  will,  I  remain  here.  I  fear  neither  his  violence 
nor  his  weapons,  though  some,"  she  said,  glancing 
a  look  towards  ColoneiAshton,  "  who  bear  my  name, 
appear  more  moved  by  them." 

*ForGod*s  sake,  madam,"  answered  the  worthy 
divine,  "  add  not  fuel  to  firebrands.  The  Master  of 
Ravenswood  cannot  I  am  sure,  object  to  your  pre- 
sence, the  young  lady^s  stateof  health  oeing  considered 
and  your  maternal  duty.  I  myself  will  also  tarry; 
peradventure  my  gray  hairs  may  turn  away  wrath." 

"You  are  welcome  to  do  so,  sir."  said  Ravens- 
wood ;  "  and  Lady  Ashton  is  also  welcome  to  remain, 
if  roe  shall  think  provfer:  but. let  all  others  depart." 

Ravenswood"  said  Colonel  Ashton,  crossing  him 
as  he  went  out,  "you  shall  account  for  this  ere  long." 
When  you  please."  replied  Ravenswood. 

.  Bui  V  said  Bucklaw,  with  a  half  smile,  have  a 
pnor  demand  on  your  leisure,  a  claim  of  some  aland- 

Arrange  it  asyou  will,"  said  Ravenswood  j  *  leave 
me  but  thu  day  m  peace,  and  I  will  have^  no  dearer 
einplojrroent  on  earth*  to-morrow,  than  to  give  you 
all  the  satisfaction  you  can  desire." 

The  other  gentlenMn  left  the  apartment;  but  Sir 
WiUiam  Ashton  lingered. 

"  Master  of  RjBvenswood,"  be  said,  in  a  conciliating 
tone,  "  I  think  I  have  not  deserved  that  you  should 
make  this  scandal  and  outrage  in  my  family.  If  you 
will  dieathe  your  sword,  and  retire  with  me  into  my 
study,  I  will  prove  to  you,  by  the  most  satisfactory 
H^Suments,  the  inutility  of  your  present  irregular  pro- 

**  To-morrow,  sir— to-morrow— to-morrow.  I  will 
hear  you  at  length,"  reiterated  Ravenswood.  inter- 
raptiiiR  him ;  "  this  day  hath  its  own  sacred  and  indis- 
POTsable  bumness." 

He  pointed  to  the  door,  and  Sir  William  left  the 
apartment. 

Ravenswood  sheathed  his  sword,  uncocked  and  xe- 
Uuued  fa'is  pistol  to  his  belt,  walked  deliberately  to  the 
door  of  the  apartment,  which  he  bolted— returned, 
raised  his  hat  from  his  forehead,  and^  gazing  iqx>n 
Lucy  with  eyes  in  which  an  expression  of  sorrow 
overcame  their  late  fierceness,  spread  his  dishevelled 
locks* back  from  bis  face,  ana  said,  "Do  you  know 
roe,  IGbs  Ashton  7—1  am  still  Edear  Ravenswood." 
She  was  silent,  and  he  went  on  with  increasing  vehe- 
mence—"I  am  still  that  Edffar  Ravenswood,  who, 
*w  four  afilection,  renounced  the  dear  ties  by  which 
mjored  honour  bound  him  to  seek  vengeance.  I  am 
that  Ravenswood,  who,  for  your  sake,  forgave,  nay. 
cwaped  hands  in  frioidship  with  the  oppressor  and 
{wutter  of  his  house— the  traducer  and  murderer  of 
ms  fither." 

"My  daughter,"  answered  Lady  Ashton,^  inter- 
roptuig  him,  *'has  no  occasion  to  dispute  the  identity 
of  your  person ;  the  venom  of  your  present  language 
IB  sqffietent  to  remind  her,  that  she  speaks  with  the 
mom  enemy  of  her  father." 

I  pray  yon  to  be  patient,  madam,"  answered  Ra- 
ycBtwood;  **my  answer  most  come  from  her  own 
upa.— Once  more.  Miss  Lucy  Ashton,  I  am  that  Ra- 
venswood to  whom  you  granted  the  solemn  engage- 
mttt,  which  you  now  desire  to  retract  and  cancel 

Lucy's  bloodless  lips  could  only  falter  out  the 
^wtda,  "It  was  my  mother." 

"  She  «>eaks  truly,"  said  Lady  Ashton.  "  it  waa  I, 
whOk  ■nthoiized  alike  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man, 


advised  her,  and  concurred  with  her,  to  set  aside  an 
unhappy  and  precipitate  enga^ment,  and  to  annul  it 
by  the  authority  or  Scripture  itself." 

"  Scripture  !"^  said  Ravenswood,  scornfully. 

"  Let  him  hear  the  text,*'  said  Lady  Ashton,  appeal- 
ing to  the  divine,  **  on  which  you  yourself  with  cau- 
tious reluctance,  declared  the  nullity  of  the  pretended 
engagement  insisted  upon  by  this  violent  man." 

The  clergyman  took  his  clasped  Bible  from  his 
pocket,  ana  read  the  following  words ;  "  ^a  woman 
voio  a  vow  unto  the  Lordy  ana  bind  herttffhy  a  bond, 
being  in  her  father^  a  house  in  her  youth  ;  awi  her  fa- 
therfuar  her  vow^  and  her  bond  wheretffith  she  hath 
bound  her  aouL  and  her /other  ahaU  hold  hia  peace  at 
her :  0un  all  ner  vowa  ahall  atand  and  every  vow 
tpherewith  the  hath  bound  her  aoul  mall  atarid. 

"  And  was  it  not  even  so  with  us  f  interrupted  Ra- 
venswood. 

"  Control  thy  impatience,  young  man,"  answered 
the  divine,  "and  hear  what  follows  in  the  sacred 
text :— *  But  if  her  father  disallow  her  in  the  day 
that  he  heareth  ;  not  any  of  her  vowa.  or  qfher  bonds 
wherewith  ahe  hath  bound  her  aoul^  ahall  atand ;  and 
the  Lord  ^lall  forgive  her^  becauae  her  father  diaal- 
lowed  her* " 

"And  was  not,"  said  Lady  Ashton,  fiercely  and 
triumphantly  breaking  in, — "  was  not  ours  the  case 
stated  in  the  holy  wnt  ?— Will  this  person  deny,  that 
the  instant  her  parents  heard  of  the  vow,  or  bond,  by 
which  our  daughter  had  bound  her  soul,  we  disal- 
lowed the  same  in  the  most  express  terms,  and  in- 
formed him  by  writing  of  our  determination  1" 

"  And  is  this  all  Ir  said  Ravenswood,  looking  at 
Lucy—"  Are  you  willing  to  barter  sworn  faith,  the 
exercise  of  fr^  will,  ana  the  feelings  of  mutual  aJfiec- 
tion,  to  this  wretched  hypocritical  sophistry?" 

"  Hear  him !"  said  Lady  Ashton.  looking  to  the 
clergyman-"  hear  the  blasphemer !" 

"May  God  forgive  him."  said  Bide-the-bent,  "and 
enlighten  his  ignorance  I 

"Hear  what  I  have  sacrificed  fbr  you,"  said  Ra- 
venswood, still  addressing  Lucy,  "  ere  you  sanction 
what  has  been  done  in  your  name.  The  honour  of 
an  ancient  familyi  the  urgent  advice  of  my  best 
friends,  have  been  in  vain  used  to  sway  my  resolu- 
tion ;  neither  the  arguments  of  reason,  nor,  the  por- 
tents of  superstition,  have  shaken  my  fidelity.  The 
very  dead  have  arisen  to  warn  me,  and  their  warning 
has  been  despis^.  Are  you  prepared  to  pierce  my 
heart  for  its.  fidelity,  with  the  very  weapon  which  my 
rash  confidence  intrusted  to  your  gre^  7" 

"Master  of  Ravenswood,"  said  Lady  Ashton,  "you 
have  asked  what  questions  you  thought  fit.  i  ou 
see  the  total  incapacity  of  my  daughter  to  answer 
jnm.  But  I  will  reply  for  her,  and  in  a  manner  which 
you  cannot  dispute.  You  desire^  to  know  whether 
Lucy  Ashton,  of  her  mvn  free  will,  desires  to  annul 
the  engagement  into  which  she  has  been  trepanned. 
You  have  her  letter  under  her  own  hand,  demanding 
the  surrender  of  it ;  and,  in  yet  more  fWl  evidence  of 
her  purpose,  here  is  the  contract  wMch  she  has  thi» 
morning  subscribed,  in  presence'  of  this  reverend 
gentleman,  with  Mr.  Hayston  of  Bucklaw." 

Ravenswood  gazed  upon  the  deed  as  if  petrified. 
"And  it  was  wimout  fraud  or  compulsion."  said  he, 
looking  towards  the  clergyman,  "  that  Miss  Ashton 
subscribed  this  parchment  f" 

"  I  vouch  it  upon  my  sacred  character." 

"  This  is  indeed,  madam,  an  tmdeniaMe  piece  ot 
•videnc^"  said  Ravenswood,  sternly j  "and  it  will 
be  equally  unnecessary  and  dishonourable  to  waste 
another  word  in  useless  remonstrance  or  reproach. 
Therein  madam,"  he  said,  laying  down  before  Lucy 
the  signed  paper  and  the  oroken  piece  of  goU— 
"  there  are  the  evidences  of  your  first  engagement  v 
may  you  be  more  faithful  to  that  which  you  have  just 
formed.  I  will  trouble  you  to  return  the  correawnd* 
ing  tokens  of  my  ill-placed  confidence— I  ought  ra- 
ther to  say,  of  my  earegiouafoUy." 

Lucy  returned  the  scornful  glance  of  her  lover  with 
a  gaze,  from  which  perception  seemed  to  have  been 
banished  j  yet  And  seemed  partly  to  have  understood 
his  meaning,  fbr  she  raised  her  hands  as  if  to  undo  a 
Uue  ribbon  which  she  wore  around  her  neck.    She 
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was  unabla  to  accoiDpIish  her  purpoee,  but  Lady 
Aahton  cut  the  ribboii  asunder,  and  detached  the 
broken  piece  of  gold  wnicb  Miss  Asbton  had  till  then 
worn  concealed  in  her  bosom ;  the  written  counter- 
part of  the  lovers'  engagement  she  for  some  time 
had  had  in  her,  own  possession.  With  a  haughty 
courtesy,  she  delivered  both  to  Ravenswood,  who  was 
much  soflened  when  he  took  the  piece  of  gold. 

"  And  she  could  wear  it  thus,  he  saio— speaking 
to  himself— '*  could  wear  it  in  her  very  bosom —could 
wear  it  next  to  her  heart— even  when— But  complaint 
avails  not."  he  said,  dashing  from  his  eye  the  tear 
which  had  gathered  in  it,  and  resuming  the  Bt^m 
composure  of  his  manner.  He  strode  to  the  chim- 
nejr.  and  threw  into  the  fire  the  paper  and  piece  of 

CI,  stamping  upon  the  coals  with  the  heel  of  his 
t,  as  if  to  insure  their  desirucrion.  "  I  will  be  no 
longer,"  he  then  said, "an  intruder  here— Your  evil 
wishes,  and  vour  worse  offices.  Lady  Ash  ton,  I  will 
only  return,  oy  h(H>ing  these  will  be  your  last  machi- 
nations against  your  daughter's  honour  and  happi- 
ness.— ^And  to  you^  madam,"  he  said,  addressing 
Lucy,  "  I  have  nothing  farther  to  say,  except  to  pray 
to  God  that  you  may  not  become  a  world  s  wonder 
for  this  act  oi^ia^faf  and  deliberate  perjur>'."  —Having 
uttered  these  iMB&i^c  turned  on  his  heel,  and  kit 
the  apartment.    ^^  *f 

Sir  William  Afhton.by  entreaty  and  authority,  had 
detained  his  son  and  Bilcklaw  in  a  distant  part  of  the 
castle,  in  order  to  prevent  their  again  meeting  with 
Rayenswood ;  but  as  the  Master  descended  the^reat 
staircase.  Lockhard  delivered  him  a  billet,  signed 
Sholjp  Douglas  Ashton,  WMuestlng  to  know  where 
the  Haster  of  RavenswoooV^ouId  be  heard  of  four  or 
five  days  from  hence,  as  the  writer  had  business  of 
weight  to  settle  with  him,  so  soon  as  an  important 
liunily  event  had  token  place. 

"Tell  Colonel  Ashton,"  said  Ravcnswood,  com- 
posedly, "  I  shall  be  found  at  Wolf's  Crag  when  his 
leisure  serves  him." 

As  he  descended  the  outword  stnir  which  led  from 
the  terrace,  he  was  a  second  time  interrupted  by 
rroigcngcli,  who,  on  the  part  of  his  principal,  the 
I^aird  of  Bucklaw,  expressed  a  hope,  that  Kuvens- 
wood  would  not  leave  Scotland  within  ten  days  at 
least,  as  he  had  both  former  and  recent  civilities  for 
which  to  express  his  gratitude. 

"Tell  your  master,  said  Ravenswood,  fiercelv,  "to 
choose  his  own  time.— He  will  find  me  at  Wolfs 
Crag,  if  his  puipose  is  not  forestalled." 

"i*^  masterr'  replied  CraigengeU,  eircouraged  by 
seeing  Colonel  Ashton  and  Bucklaw  at  the  bottom  of 
the  terrace ;  "  give  mc  leave  to  soy,  I  know  of  no 
such  person  upon  earth,  nor  will  I  iwrmit  such  lan- 
guage to  be  used  to  me!" 

**  Seek  your  master,  then,  in  hell !"  exclaimed  Ra- 
venswood, giving  way  to  the  passion  he  had  hitherto 
restrained,  and  throwing  Craigengelt  from  him  with 
such  violence,  that  he  rolled  down  the  steps,  and  lay 
senseless  at  the  foot  of  them.—"  I  am  a  lool,"  he  in- 
stantly added,  "  to  vent  my  passion  uixin  a  caitifi*  so 
worthless." 

He  then  mounted  his  horse,  which  at  his  arrival  he 
had  secured  to  a  balustrade  in  front  of  the  castle,  rode 
very  slowly  past  Bucklaw  and  Colonel  Ashton,  rais- 
ing his  hat  as  he  passed  each,  ^d  looking  in  their 
faces  steadily  while  he  offered  this  mute  salutation, 
which  was  returned  by  both  with  the  same  stern 
gravity.  Ravenswood  walked  on  with  equal  delibe- 
ration until  he  reached  the  head  of  the  avenue,  as  if 
to  show  that  he  rather  courted  than  avoided  interrup- 
tion. When  he  had  passed  the  upper  gate,  he  turned 
his  horse,  and  looked  at  the  castle  with  a  fixed  eye ; 
then  set  spurs  to  his  good  steed,  and  departed  with  the 
speed  of  a  demon  dismissed  by  the  exorcist. 


CHAPTER   XXXIV. 

Who  cornea  from  Uie  bridal  ehamlwr? 
It  it  Azreel,  Uie  anfel  ofleftth. 

Tkakika. 

Afteb  the  dreadfid  scene  that  had  taken  olace  at 
the  castle,  Lucy  was  transported  to  her  own  chamber, 
where  she  remained  for  some  time  in  a  state  of  ab- 


solute stupor.  Yet  oAerwanifl,  in  the  course  of  the 
en  suing;  day,  she  seemed  to  have  recovered,  out  merely 
her  qunts  and  resolution,  but  a  sort  of  ragfaty  levity, 
that  was  foreign  to  her  character  and  situation,  and 
which  was  at  times  chequered  by  fits  of  deep  silence 
and  melancholy  and  of  capricious  pettishness.  Lady 
Ashton  became  much  alarmed*  and  consulted  the 
family  physicians.  But  as  her  pulse  indicated  uo 
changB,  they  could  only  say  that  the  disease  was  on 
the  ^irits,  and  recommend^  gentle  exercise  and 
amusement  Miss  Ashton  never  alluded  to  what  had 
passed  in  the  state-room.  It  seemed  doubtful  even  if 
she  was  conscious  of  it,  for  she  was  often  observed  to 
raise  her  hands  to  her  neck,  as  if  in  search  of  the 
ribbon  that  had  been  taken  trom  it,  and  muttar  in  sur- 
prise and  discontent,  when  she  oonld  not  find  it,  '"It 
was  the  link  that  bound  me  to  life." 

Notwithstanding  all  these  remarkable  symptoms. 
Lady  Ashton  was  too  deeply  pledged^  to  delay  her 
daughter's  marriage  even  in  her  present  state  of  health. 
It  cost  her  mucli  trouble  to  keep  up  the  fair  side  of  ap- 
pearances towards  Bucklaw.  She  was  well  aware, 
that  if  he  once  saw  any  reluctance  on  her  daughter's 
part,  he  woidd  break  on  the  treaty,  to  her  great  per- 
sonal shame  and  dishonour.  She  tlierefore  resolved, 
that,  if  Lucy  continued  passive,  the  marriage  should 
take  place  upon  the  day  thnt  had  been  previously 
fixed,  trusting  that  a  change  of  place,  of  situation,  and 
o[  character,  would  c^rute  a  more  speedy  and  efiec- 
tual  cure  upon  the  unsettled  spirits  of  her  daughter, 
than  could  be  attoined  by  the  slow  measures  which  the 
medical  men  recommended.  Sir  WilUam  Ashton's 
views  of  family  a^iyrandizement,  and  his  desire  to 
strengthen  himself  against  the  measures  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  A ,  readily  induced  him  to  acquiesce  in 

what  he  could  not  have  perhaps  resisted  if  willing  to 
do  so.  As  for  the  young  men,  Bucklaw  and  Colonel 
Ashton.  they  protet^ted,  tnat  after  what  had  happened, 
it  would  be  most  dishonourable  to  postpone  for  a  sin- 
gle Ituur  the  time  appuiuted  for  the  marria^ei  as  it 
would  he  geiu  rally  ascribed  to  their  being  intimidaied 
by  the  intrusive  \isit8  and  ihreuls  of  Ravenswood. 

Bucklaw  would  iudted  have  been  incapable  of  such 
precipitation,  had  he  been  aware  of  the  state  of  Mi«s 
Ashton's  heallh,  or  rather  of  her  mind.  But  custom, 
upon  these  occasions.  pt»rniitted  only  brief  and  sparini; 
intercourse  between  the  bridegroom  and  the  betrothed ; 
a  circumstance  so  well  improved  by  Lady  Ashton, 
that  Bucklaw  neither  saw  nor  suspected  the  real  state 
of  the  health  and  feelings  of  his  unhappy  bride. 

On  the  eve  of  the  bridal  day,  Lucy  appeared  to  have 
one  of  her  fite  of  levity,  and  surveyed  with  a  de- 
gree of  girlish  interest  the  various  preparations  of 
dress,  &c.  &c.,  which  the  different  members  of  the 
family  had  prepared  for  the  occasion. 

The  morning  dawned  bright  and  cheerily.  The 
bridal  guests  assembled  in  gallant  troops  from  distant 
quarters.  Not  only  the  relations  of  Sir  Wtfi^am  Ash- 
ton, and  the  still  more  dignified  connexions  of  hl*< 
lady,  together  with  the  numerous  kinsmen  and  allies 
of  the  bridegroom,  were  present  upon  this  joyfijj  cere- 
mony, gallantly  mounted,  arrayed,  and  caparisoned, 
but  almost  every  presbyterian  family  of  distinction, 
within  fifty  miles,  made  a  point  of  attendance  upon 
an  occasion  which  was  conskiered  as  givuig  a  sort  c^ 

triumph  over  the  Marquis  of  A ,  in  the  person'  of 

his  kinsman.  Splendid  refreshments  awaited  the 
guests  on  their  arrival,  and  after  these  were  finished, 
pie  cry  was  to  horse.  The  bride  was  led  forth  betwixt 
per  brother  Henry  and  her  mother.  Her  gayety  of  the 
preceding  day  had  given  rise  to  a  deep  shade  ot 
melancholy,  which,  however,  did  not  misbecome  an 
occasion  so  momentous.  There  was  a  light  in  hex 
eyes,  and  a  colour  in  her  cheek,  which  had  not  been 
kindled  for  many  a  day.  and  which,  joined  to  her^reat 
beauty,  and  the  splendour  of  hor  dress,  occasioned 
her  entrance  to  be  greeted  with  a  universal  murmur 
of  app4ause,  in  which  even  the  ladies  could  not  refrain 
from  joiping.  While  the  cavalcade  were  getting  to 
horse,  Sir  WiUiam  Ashton,  a  man  of  peace  and  ol 
form,  censured  his  son  Henry  for  having  begirt  him- 
self with  a  military  sword  of  preposterous  length,  be- 
longing to  his  brother,  Colonel  Ashton. 

'•If  you  must  have  a  weapon,"  he  said,  "  upon  such 
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a  peaceful  oecasion,  why  did  you  not  use  the  short 
poniard  sent  from  Edinburgh  on  purpose?" 

The  boy  vindicated  himself  by  savmg  it  was  lost. 

**  You  put  it  out  of  the  way  yourseul  isuppose,"  said 
his  father^  "  out  of  ambition  to  wear  that  preposterous 
thing;  which  might  have  served  Sir  WiUiam  Wallace 
—Bat  never  mind,  get  to  horse  now,  and  take  care  of 
your  aster.** 

The  boy  did  so,  and  was  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
gallan t  train.  At  the  time,  ne  was  too  fiill,  of  his  own 
appearance,  his  sword,  his  laced  cloak,  his  feathered 
lat,  and  his  managed  horse,  to  pay  much  regard  to 
any  thing  else;  butne  afterwards  remembered  to  the 
hour  of  his  death,  that  when  the  hand  of  his  sister,  by 
which  she  supported  herself  on  the  pillion  behind  hinL 
touched  his  own,  it  felt  as  wet  and  cold  as  sepulchral 
marble. 

Crlancing  wide  over  hill  and  da]&  the  fair  bridal 
procession  at  last  reached  the  parish  church,  which 
they  nearly  fiUed;  for,  besides  domestics,  above  a 
hundred  gentlemen  and  ladies  were  present  upon  the 
occasbo.  The  njarriase  ceremony  was  performed 
accordingto  the  ntes  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion, 
to  which  Bucklaw  of  late  had  judged  it  proper  to  con- 
Ibnn, 

On  the  outside  of  the  churdi,  a  liberal  dole  was  dis- 
triXmted  to  the  poor  of  the  neighbouring  parishes, 
under  the  direction  of  Johnny  Mortheuch,  who  had 
late^  been  promoted  from  his  desolate  quarters  at  the 
Henoitagi^  to  fill  the  more  eligible  situation  of  sexton 
st  the  paznh  church  of  Ravenswood.  Dame  Gk>ur- 
lBJ^  with  two  of  her  contemporaries,  the  same  who 
assisted  at  Alice's  late-wake,  seated  ai^art  upon  a  flat 
monument,  or  ihrou^k-ataru^  sate  enviously  compar- 
ing the  shares  which  had  been  allotted  to  them  in 
drnding  the  dole. 

"  Jowmy  Mortheuch,**  said  Annie  Winnie,  **  might 
hae  minded  auld  lang  syne,  and  thought  of  his  auld 
kimmers,  lor  as  braw  as  be  is  with  nis  new  black 
coat.  I  nae  gotten  but  five  herring  instead  o'  sax, 
and  tlus  disna  look  like  a  gude  saxpennys,  and  I  dare 
say  this  bit  morsel  o*  beef  is  an  unce  lighter  than  ony 
that's  been  dealt  round :  and  it's  a  bit  o'  the  tenonv 
houi^  mair  by  token,  mat  yours,  Maggie,  is  out  o 
the  back  sey.** 

"BCne,  QUO*  sheT'  mumbled  the  paralytic  hag, 
"  mine  is  naif  banes,  I  trow.  If  grit  folk  gie  poor 
bodies  (my  tlung  for  coming  to  their  weddings  and 
burials,  it  sou  be  something  that  wad  do  them  gude, 
I  think.'* 

"Their  gifts,"  said  Ailsie  Gouriay,  ^  are  dealt  for  nae 
love  of  us— nor  out  of  respect  for  whether  we  feed  or 
starve.  They  wad  gie  us  whinstanes  for  loaves,  if  it 
would  serve  thdr  ain  vanitjjr,  and  yet  they  expect  us  to 
be  as  gratefii*.  as  they  ca'  it,  as  uf  they  served  us  for 
true  love  and  liking.'* 

**  And  that's  truly  said,"  answered  her  companion. 

''But,  Ailaie  GK)urlay,  ye*rB  the  auldest  o'  us  three, 
did  ye  ever  see  a  mair  srand  bridal  1" 

"I  winim  say  that  I  nave,"  answered  the  hag !  "  but 
I  ^liak  soon  to  see  as  braw  a  buriaL'* 

^'And  that  wad  please  me  as  weel,"  said  Annie 

Winnie ;  "  for  therrs  as  large  a  dole,  aiid  folk  are  no 

d^iged  to  gim  and  laugh,  and  mak  murgeona^  and 

wtmjoy  to  these  hellicat  quality,  that  lord  it  ower  us 

like  brute  beasts.    I  like  to  pack  the  dead  dole  in  my 

lap,  and  lin  ower  my  auld  rhyme,— 

'  Mj  loaf  in  nr  Up,  mjr  penny  in  017  purM, 

Tmm  art  na'er  the  better,  and  Vm  ne'er  the  wone.*  "* 

'*  That's  right,  Anni&*'  said  the  paralytic  woman ; 
**  God  send  us  a  green  Yule  and  a  fat  kirkyard  !'* 

••  But  I  wad  like  to  ken,  Lucky  GJourlay,  for  ye're 
the  auldest  and  wisest  amang  us,  whilk  o'  these  revel- 
'  — •  tarns  it  will  be  to  be  streekit  first  1" 


**  D'ye  see  yon  danditty  maiden,"  said  Dame  Gour- 
iay, "a'  glistenin*  wf  goud  and  jewels,  that  they  are 
hinng  up  on  the  white  horse  behind  that  hairbrained 
Gallant  in  scarlet,  wi'  the  lang  sword  at  his  side  1" 

*  Kefinald  Seott  telle  of  an  old  womaa  who  performed  to 


l>7  neaof  of  a  charm,  that  the  was  miBpected  of 
witeheraft.  Her  mode  of  practice  beinc  inquired  Into,  it  was 
CMmd,  that  the  ooljr  to  wtdch  she  would  aeeept  of,  was  a  loaf 
efbraad  apd  a  silver  penay;  and  that  the  potent  charm  with 
wittch  she  wToa^tfo  nany  cares,  waa  the  dogfeiel  couplet  in 
the  text 

L 


"  But  that's  the  bride  P*  said  her  eompaaioD,  bar 
cold  heart  touched  with  some  sort  of  compassion  9 
'*  that's  the  very  bride  hersell!  Eh,  Irhow!  sae 
young,  sae  braw,  and  sae  bonny— and  is  her  time  sae 
short  r* 

"  I  tell  ye,*'  said  the  sibyl,  "her  winding  sheet  is  up 
as  high  as  her«throat  already,  believe  it  wha  list 
Her  saffid  has  but  few  grains  to  rin  oiit,  and  nae  won- 
der—they've been  weel  shaken.  'The  leaves  are 
withering  faat  on  the  trees,  but  she*U  never  see  the 
Martinmas  wind  gar  them  dance  in  swirls  like  ttie 
fairy  rings." 

*'  Ye  waited  on  her  for  amiarter,"  said  the  paralytic 
woman,  "and  got  twa  red  pieces,  or  I  am  for  be- 
guiled." 

"Ay,  ay,"  answered  Ailsw,  with  abitttf  grin :  "and 
Sir  Wmiam  Aahton  promised  me  a  bonny  red  gown 
to  the  boot  o'  that— a  stake,  and  a  chain,  and  a  tar 
barrel,  lass !— what  think  ye  o'  that  for  a  propineT— 
for  being  up  early  and  doun  late  for  fourscore  nights 
and  mair  wi'  his  dwining  dauahter.  But  he  may  keep 
it  for  his  ain  leddy,  cummers. 

"I  hae  heard  a  sough,"  said  Annie  Winnie,  "as  if 
Leddy  Ash  ton  was  nae  canny  body." 

"D'ye  see  her  yonder,"  said  Dame  Gouriay,  "aa 
she  prances  on  her  gray  selding  out  at  the  kirkyardl 
—there's  mair  o*  utter  oeevilry  in  that  woman,  as 
brave  and  fair-fashioned  as  she  rides  yonder,  than  in 
a'  the  Scotch  witches  that  ever  flew  by  moonlight 
ower  North-Berwick  Law." 

"What's  that  ye  say  about  witches,  ye  damned 
hagst"   said  Johnny  Mortheuch;  "are  ye  casting 

Ser  cantriDs  in  the  very  kirkyard,  to  mischieve  the 
ride  and  Dridegroom  1  Get  awa  hame,  for  if  I  tak 
my  souple  t'ye,  I'll  gar  ye  find  the  road  Caster  than  ye 
wad  like." 

"Hech,  sirs!"  answered  Ailsie  Gouriay;  "how 
bra'  are  we  wf  our  new  black  coat  aad  our  weel- 
pouthered  head,  as  if  we  had  never  kend  hunger  nor 
thirst  oursells !  and  we'll  be  screwing  up  our  bit  fiddle, 
doubtless,  in  the  ha'  the  night,  amang  a'  the  other 
elbo-jiffgers  for  miles  round.  Let's  see  if  the  pins 
baud,  Johnny— that's  a',  lad." 

"I  take  ye  a'  to  witness,  gude  pe9ple,"  said  Mor- 
theuch, "  that  she  threatens  me  wi'  mischief  and  fore- 
speaks  me.  If  ony  thing  but  gude  happens  to  me  or 
my  fiddle  this  night,  Til  make  it  the  blackest  night's 
joD  she  ever  stirred  m.  Fll  ^ae  her  before  Presbytery 
and  Synod— I'm  half  a  minister  mysell,  now  that  I'm 
a  bedral  in  an  inhabited  parish." 

Although  the  mutual  hatred  betwixt  these  hags  and 
the  rest  of  mankind  had  steeled  their  hearts  against 
all  impressions  of  festivity,  this  was  by  no  means 
the  case  with  the  multitude  at  large.  The  splendour 
of  the  bridal  retinue— the  gay  dressea— the  spirited 
horses— the  blithesome  appearance  of  the  handsome 
women  and  gallant  gentlemen  assembled  upon  the 
occasion,  had  the  usual  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the 


shot,  evinced  the  interest  the  people  took  in  the  occa- 
sion of  the  cavalcade,  as  they  accompanied  it  upon 
their  return  to  the  castle.  If  there  was  here  and  there 
an  elder  peasant  or  his  vrife  who  sneered  at  the  pomp 
of  the  upstart  family,  and  remembered  the  days  of  the 
long-descended  Ramiswoods,  even  they,  attracted  bT 
the  plentiful  cheer  which  the  castle  that  day  afiforded 
to  nch  and  poor,  held  their  way  tfaitl^,  and  acknow- 
ledsed,  notwithstimding  their  prejudices,  the  influence 
of  rAmphitrion  ou  ton  dine. 

Thus  accompanied  with  the  attendance  both  of 
rich  and  poor,  Lucy  returned  to  her  father's  house. 
Bucklaw  used  his  privilege  of  riding  next  to  the  bride, 
butf  new  to  such  a  situation,  ratho*  endeavoured  to 
attract  attention  by  the  display  of  his  person  and 
horsemanship,  than  by  any  attempt  to  address  her  in 
private.  Th^  reached  the  castle  in  safety,  amid  a 
thousand  joyous  acclamations. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  weddings  of  ancient  days 
were  celebrated  with  a  festive  publicity  rejected  Sy 
the  delicacy  of  modem  times.  Ilie  marriage-guests, 
on  the  present  occasion,  were  regaled  with  a  banquet 
of  unboimded  profusion,  the  relics  of  which,  after  the 
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domestict  bad  feasted  in  tbeir  turn,  were  distribated 
among  the  shouting  crowd,  with  as  many  barrels  of 
ale  as  made  the  huarity  without  correspond  to  that 
within  the  castle.  The  gentlemen,  according  to  the 
fashion  of  the  times,  indulged,  for  the  most  part,  in 
deep  draughts  of  the  richest  wmes,  while  the  ladies, 
fvepared  tor  the  ball  which  always  .clofed  a  biidal 
entertainment,  impatiently  expected  their  arrival  in 
the  state  sallery.  At  length  the  social  party  broke  up 
at  a  late  nour,  and  the  gentlemen  crowded  into  the 
salooiL  whera  entivenedTDy  wine  and  the  joyful  occa- 
sion, cney  laid  aside  theor  swords^and  handed  their 
impatient  partners  to  the  floor.  The  music  already 
rung  from  the  gallery,  along  the  fretted  roof  of  the 
inaent  state  apartment  According  to  strict  etiquette, 
the  bride  ought  to  have  opened  the  ball  but  Lady 
Ashton,  making  an  apology  on  account  of  her  daugh- 
ter's health,  (meted  her  own  hand  to  Bucklaw  as  sub- 
stitute for  her  daughter's. 

But  as  Lady  Ashton  raised  her  head  gracefully,  ex- 
pecting the  strain  at  which  she  was  to  begin  the 
dance,,  she  was  so  much  struck  by  an  unexpected 
alteration  in  the  ornaments  of  the  apartment,  that  she 
was  surprised  into  an  exclamation,—"  Who  has  dared 
to  change  the  pictures  V* 

All  looked  up,  and  those  who  knew  the  usual  state 
of  the  apartment,  observed  with  surprise,  that  the 
mcture  of  Sir  William  Ashton's  father  was  removed 
from  its  place,  and  in  its  stead  that  of  okl  Sir  Malise 
Ravenswood  seemed  to  frown  wrath  and  vengeance 
upon  the  party  assembled  below.  The  exchange 
must  have  been  made  while  the  apartments  were 
empty,  but  had  not  been  observed  imtil  the  torches 
and  limits  in  the  sconces  were  kindled  for  the  ball. 
The  haughty  and  heated  spirits  of  the  gentlemen  led 
them  to  demand  an  immediate  inquiry  mto  the  cause 
of  what  they  deemed  an  affront  to  their  host  and  to 
themselves;  l>ut  Lady  Ashton,  recovering  herself^ 
passed  it  over  as  the  freak  of  a  crazy  wench  who  was 
maintained  about  the  castle,  and  whose  susceptible 
imagination  had  been  observed  to  be  much  affected 
by  tne  stories  which  Dame  (Jourlay  delighted  to  tell 
concerning  "the  former  family,"  so  Lady  Ashton 
named  the  Ravenswoods.  The  obnoxious  picture 
was  immediately  removed,  and  the  ball  was  opened 
by  Lady  Ashton,  with  a  grace  and  dignity  which  sup- 
plied the  charms  of  youtL  and  almost  verified  the 
extravagant  encomiums  of  the  elder  part  of  the  com- 
IMUiy.  who  extolled  her  performance  as  fai  exceeding 
the  dancing  of  the  rising  generation. 

When  Lady  Ashton  sat  down,  she  was  not  sur- 
prised to  find  that  her  daughter  had  left  the  apartment, 
and  she  herself  followed,  eager  to  obviate  any  impres- 
sion which  might  have  been  made  upon  her  nerves  by 
an  incident  so  likely  to  affect  them  as  the  mysterious 
transposition  of  the  portraits.  Apparently  she  found 
her  apprehensions  groundless,  for  she  returned  in 
about  an  hour,  and  whispered  the  bridegroom,  who 
extricated  himself  from  the  dancers,  and  vanished 
from  the  apartment  The  instruments  now, played 
their  loudest  strains— the  dancers  pursued  their  exer- 
cise with  all  the  enthusiasm  inspired  by  youth,  mirth, 
and  hig^  spirits,  when  a  cry  was  heard  so  shrill  and 
piefcing,  as  at  once  to  arrest  the  dance  and  the  music. 
All  stood  motionless;  but  when  the  yell  was  again 
repeated,  Colonel  Ashton  snatched  a  torch  from  the 
sconce,  and  demanding  the  key  of  the  bridal-cham- 
ber from  Henry,  to  whom,  as  bride's-man,  it  had 
been  intrusted,  rushed  thither,  followed  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam and  Lady  Ashton,  and  one  or  two  others,  near 
relations  of  the  family.  The  bridal  guests  waited 
their  return  in  stupified  amazement 

Arrived  at  the  door  of  the  apartment,  Colonel  Ash- 
ton knodied  and  called,  but  received  no  answer  ex- 
cept stifled  groans.  He  hesitated  no  longer  to  open 
the  door  of  the  apartment,  in  which  he  found  opposi- 
tion from  something  which  lay  against  it  When  he' 
had  succeeded  in  opening  it  the  body  of  the  bride- 
groom was  found  lying  on  the  threshold  of  the  bridal 
chamber,  and  all  around  was  flooded  with  blood.  A 
cry  of  .surprise  and  horror  was  raised  by  all  present ; 
and  the  company,  excited  by  this  new  alarm,  began 
to  ru^  tumuituouely  towards  the  sleeping  apartment. 
Colonel  Ashton,  firat  whispering  to  ms  mother,^ 


"  Search  for  her— she  has  munlered  him !"  drew 

sword,  planted  himself  in  the  passage,  and  dedaied 
he  would  sufier  no  man  to  pass  excepting  the  dsr- 
gyman.  and  a  medical  person  present  By  weir  asaiBt' 
ance,  Bucklaw,  who  still  breathed,  was  raised  from 
the  ground,  arid  transported  to  another  apartment, 
where  his  friend&  full  of  suspicion  and  mummiing, 
assembled  round  him  to  learn  the  opinion  of  the  sur- 
geon. 

In  the  mean  while,  Lady  Ashton,  her  husband,  and 
their  assistants,  in  vain  sought  Lucy  in  the  tnidal  bed 
and  in  the  chamber.  There  was  no  private  passage 
from  the  room,  and  they  began  to  think  that  ane  must 
have  thrown  herself  from  the  window,  when  one  of 
the  company,  holding  his,  torch  lower  than  the  rest« 
discovered  something  white  in  the  comer  of  the  great 
old-fashioned  chimney  of  ^  apartment  Here  thew 
found  the  unfortunate  girl  seated,  or  rather  couched 
like  a  hare  upon  its  form— her  head-gear  dishevelled ; 
her  night-clothes  torn  and  dabbled  with  blood, — her 
eyes  glazed,  and  her  features  convulsed  into  a  wild 
paroxysm  of  insanity.  When  she  saw  herself  disco- 
vered, she  gibbered,  made  months,  and  pointed  at 
them  with  her  bloody  fingers,  with  the  frantic  gestmes 
of  an  exulting  demoniac. 

Female  assistance  was  now  hastily  summoned; 
the  unhappy  bride  was  overpowered,  not  without  the 
use  of  some  force.  As  they  carried  her  over  the 
threshold,  she  looked  down,  and  uttered  the  only 
artkulate  words  that  she  had  yet  spoken,  saying,  wita 
a  sort  of  grinning  exultation,—"  So,  you  have  tm'en 
up  your  bonny  bridegroom  T*  She  was  by  the  dind* 
denng  assistants  conveyed  to  another  and  more  re- 
tired apartment  where  she  was  secured  as  her  situa- 
tion required,  and  closely  watched.  The  unutterable 
Xiy  of  the  parents— the  horror  and  confusion  of  all 
were  in  the  castle— the  fury  of  contending  pNas- 
sions  between  the  friends  of  the  difib^nt  partiee, 
passions  augmented  by  previous  intemperance,  sui^ 
pass  description. 

The  surgeon  was  the  firet  who  obtained  somethins 
like  a  patient  hearing ;  he  pronounced  that  the  woond 
of  Bucklaw,  though  severe  and  dangerotis,  wasby  no 
means  fatal,  but  might  readily  be  rendered  so  by  dis- 
turbance and  hasty  removal.    This  silenced  the  nu- 
merous party  of  Bucklaw's  friends,  who  had  previously 
insisted  that  he  should,  at  all  rates,  be  transported 
from  the  castle  to  the  nearest  of  their  houses.    They 
still  demanded,  however,  that^  in  consideration  ot 
what  had  happened,  four  of  their  number  should  re- 
main  to  watch  over  the  sick-bed  of  thdr  friend,  and 
that  a  suitable  number  of  their  domestics,  well  anojod* 
should  also  remain  in  the  castle.    This  condition 
bcinj;  acceded  to  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Ashton  and 
his  father,  the  rest  of  the  bridegroom's  fnends  left  the 
castle,  notwithstanding  the  hour  and  the  darkness  ot 
the  night    The  cares  of  the  medical  man  were  next 
employed  in  behalf  of  Miss  Ashton,  whom  he  pro- 
nounced to  be  in  a  very  dangerous  state.    Farther 
medical  assistance  was  immediately  summoned.   All 
night  she  remained  delirious.    On  the  morning,  aho 
feu  into  a  state  of  absolute  insensibility.    The  next 
evening,  the  physicians  said,  would  be  the  crisis  of 
her  malady.    It  proved  so ;  for  although  she  awoke 
from  her  trance  with  some  appearance  of  calmneeiv 
and  suffered  her  night-clothes  to  be  changed,  or  put 
in  order,  yet  so  soon  as  she  put  her  hand  to  her  neck, 
as  if  to  search  for  the  fatal  blue  ribbon,  a  tide  of  recol- 
lections seemed  to  rush  upon  her,  which  her  mind 
and  body  were  alike  incapable  of  bearing.  Convulsion 
followed  convulsion,  till  they  closed  in  death,  without 
her  being  able  to  utter  a  word  explanatory  of  the  fatal 
scene. 

The  provincial  judge  of  the  district  arrived  the  day 
after  the  young  lady  had  expired,  and  executed,  though 
with  all  possible  delicacy  to  the  afllicted  fainily,  the 
painful  duty  of  inquiring  into  this  fatal  transaction. 
But  there  occurred  nothing  to  explain  the,  general 
hypothesis,  that  the  bride,  in  a  sudden  fit  of  insanity, 
had  stabbed  the  bridegroom  at  the  threshold  of  the 
apartment  The  fatal  weapon  was  found  in  the 
chamber,  smeared  with  blood.  It  was  the  same 
poniard  which  Henry  should  have  worn  on  the  wed- 
ding-day, and  which  his  unhappy  sister  had  probably 
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eonthTcd  to  secrete  on  the  sucoeeding  evening,  when 
It  had  be^i  shown  to  her  among  other  articles  of  pre- 
paration for  the  wedding. 

llie  friends  of  Bucklaw  expected  that  on  his  reoo- 
Yfliy  he  would  throw  some  li^t  upon  this  dark  story, 
and  eagerly  pressed  him  with  inqmries,  whieh  for 
some  tmie  be  evaded  mider  pretext  of  weakness. 
'When,  however,  he  had  been  transported  to  his  own 
house,  and  was  considered  as  in  a  state  of  convales- 
eence,  he  assembled  those  persons,  both  male  and 
liemale^  who  had  considered  themselves  as  entitled  to 
I»es8  nun  on  this  subject,  and  returned  them  thanks 
far  the  interest  they  nad  exhibited  in  his  behalf^  and 
their  oSen  of  adherence  and  support.  "  I  wish  you 
mH,**  he  said,  **my  friends,  to  understand,  however, 
that  I  have  neither  story  to  tell,  nor  injuries  to  avenge. 
If  a  lady  shidl  questbn  me  henceforward  upon  the 
incidents  of  that  unhappy  night,  I  shall  remain  silent, 
and  in  foture  consider  ner  as  one  who  has  shown  her- 
■df  deairoos  to  break  offher  friendship  with  me;  in  a 
mml,  I  will  never  speak  to  her  again.  But  if  a  gentle- 
man shall  ask  me  the  same  question,  I  shall  regard 
the  incivility  as  equivalent  to  an  mvitation  to  meet 
him  in  the  Duke's  WsUl*  and  I  eipect  that  he  will 
inie  himsdf  accordingly." 

A  declaration  so  decisive  admitted  no  commentary ; 
and  it  was  soon  after  seen  that  Bucklaw  had  arisen 
flom  the,  bed  of  sickness  a  sadder  and  a  wiser  man 
thnsn  he  had  hitherto  shown  himselfl  He  dismissed 
Craigpsngdt  fr9m  his  society,  but  not  without  such  a 
provision  tm,  if  well  employed,*  might  secure  him 
against  indigisncei  and  against  temptation. 

jSueklaw  afterwards  went  abroad,  and  never  re- 
turned to  Scotland ;  nor  was  he  known  ever  to  hint 
at  the  circumstances  attending  his  fatal  marriage. 
By  many  readers  this  mav  be  deemed  overstrained, 
lomantic,  and  composed  by  the  wild  imagination  of 
an  anthorv  desirous  of  gratimng  the  popular  appetite 
for  the  horrible;  but  those  who  are  read  m  the  private 
fomHy  history  of  Scotland  during  the  period  in  which 
the  scene  is  laid,  will  readily  discover^  through  the 
dissmse  <rf  borrowed  names  and  added  incidents,  the 
leading  particulart  of  an  owaa  TBua  talb. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

» mind*!  to  maibled,  and  hit  heart  so  hard, 
"nal  wwddaoli  when  thii  hufa  miahap  wai  heard. 
To  fli^Btanoat  dote  of  aorrow  eet  their  aonf , 
Toaea  a  gallant,  with  ao  great  a  graee, 
80  auddenly  unthought  on,  ao  o'erthrown, 
Aad  80  toperiah,  in  ao  poor  a  place, 
Br  too  IBID  riding  in  a  ground  unknown  t 

FMai.  Ill  NMefafirrsWry,  VoL  U. 

Wb  have  anticipated  the  course  of  time  to  mention 
BncUaw's  reooveiy  and  fkte,  that  we  midit  not  in- 
femmt  the  detail  or  events  which  succeeded  the  fune- 
ral of  the  unfortunate  Lucy  Ashton.  This  melancholy 
esiemonv  was  perfonoped  in  the  misty  dawn  of  an 
antnmnai  monung,  with  such  moderate  attendance 
and  osremony  as  could  not  possibly  be  dispensed 
with.  A  very  few  of  die  nearest  relations  attended 
her  body  to  the  same  churchyard  to  which  she  had  so 
latdy  been  led  as  a  bride,  with  as  little  free  will  per- 
haps, as  cooldbe  now  testified  by  her  lifeless  and  pas- 
sive remainsL  An  aisle  adjacent  to  the  church  nad 
hem  fitted  m>  by  Sir  WiUiam  Ashton  as  a  family 
cemetry ;  ana  here,  in  a  ooffin  bearing  neither  name 
nor  date,  were  consigned  to  dust  the  remains  of  what 
was  ODee  lovely,  beautiful  and  innocent,  though  ex- 
aspenrted  to  frenzy  by  a  long  tract  of  unremitting  per- 
secution. While  the  mourners  were  busy  in  the  vault, 
the  three  village  hMB,  who,  notwithstanding  the  un- 
wonted earliness  ofthe  hour,  had  snufTed  the  carrion 
like  vuUuiea,  were  seated  on  the  "throu^-etane," 
and  engaged  in  their  wonted  unhallowed  conference. 
**DU  not  I  sav."  said  Dame  Gk>uriay,  "diat  the 
braw  bridal  woola  be  followed  by  as  braw  a  fimeral  T 
,  "I  think,'*  answered  Dame  mnnie,  "  there's  little 
hiawy  at  it;  neither  meat  nor  drink,  and  just  a  wheen 
tippences  to  the  poor  folk;  it  was  little  worth 


*  A  walk  IB  the  TieinityofHolnood-hoaae.ao  called,  becanae 
oflaa  Ihnneated  by  the  Dnke  of  York,  afterward*  Jamea  IL, 
daring  ma  reaideoee  faa  Scotland.    It  was  for  a  long  time  the 

for  aattling  aflUn  of  honoll^ 


while  to  come  sae  far  road  for  sae  sma'  profit,  and  us 
sae  frail" 

^Out,  wretch !"  replied  Dame  Gk>urlay,  "can  a'  the 
dainties  they  could  irae  us  be  half  sae  sweet  as  this 
hour's  vengeance  7  There  thev  are  that  were  capering 
on  their  prancing  nags  four  days  since,  and  they  are 
now  ganging  as  drei^  and  sober  as  oursells  the  day. 
Iliey  were  a  gBstemng  wi'  gowd  and  silver—they're 
now  as  black  as  the  cro<^  And  Miss  Lucy  A^ton, 
that  nudged  when  an  honest  woman  came  near  her, 
a  taid  may  sit  on  her  cofl&n  the  day,  and  she  can 
never  scunner  when  he  croaks.  And  Ladjr  Ashton 
has  heD-fire  burning  in  her  breast  by  this  tune ;  and 
Sir  William,  wi'  his  gibbets,  and  his  foggots,  and  his 
chains,  how  likes  he  the  witc^ieries  of  his  ain  dwelling- 
house  r' 

"And  is  it  trae^  then,"  mumbled  the  paralytie 
wretch,  "  that  the  bride  was  trailed  out  of  her  bed  and 
up  the  chimley  by  evil  spirits,  and  that  the  bride- 
groom's face  was  wrung  round  ahint  him?" 

"Ye  needna  care  wha  did  it.  or  how  it  was  done," 
said  Ailsie  Gtourlay;  "but  rll  uphaud  it  for  nae 
stickit*  job,  and  that  the  lairds  andf  leddies  ken  weel 
this  day." 

"  And  was  it  true,"  said  Annie  Winnie,  "  sin  ve  ken 
sae  mickle  about  it,  that  the  picture  of  Auld  8ji  Malise 
Ravenswood  came  down  on  the  ha'  floor,  and  led  out 
the  brawl  before  them  a' T 

"  Na,"  said  Ailsie  t  "  but  into  the  ha'  came  the  pic- 
ture—and I  ken  weel  how  it  came  there— to  gie  them 
a  warning  that  pride  would  get  a  £&'.  But  ttiere's  as 
queer  a  ploy,  cummers^  as  ony  o'  thae,  that's  gaun 
on  even  now  in  the  burial  vault  yonder— ye  saw  twall 
mourners,  wi'  crape  and  cloke,  gang  down  the  steps 
pair  and  pair  1" 

"  What  should  ail  us  to  see  them  f*  said  the  one  old 
woman. 

"  I  counted  them,"  said  the  other,  with  the  eager- 
ness of  a  person  to  whom  the  spectacle  had  afibraed 
too  much  mterest  to  be  viewed  with  indifference. 

"  But  ye  did  not  see,"  said  Ailsie,  exulting  in  her 
superior  observation,  "  that  there's  a  thirteenth  amang 
them  that  they  ken  naething about;  and,  if  auld  freets 
say  true,  there's  ane  o'  that  company  that'll  no  be 
lang  for  this  warkl.  But  come  awa,  cummers ;  if  we 
bide  here,  I'se  warrant  we  get  the  wyte  o'  whatever 
ill  comes  of  it,  and  that  gude  will  come  of  it  nane  o 
them  need  ever  think  to  see." 

And  thus,  croaking  like  the  ravens  when  they  anti- 
cipate pestilence,  the  ill-boding  sibyls  withdrew  from 
the  churchyard. 

ki  fact,  the  mourners,  when  the  service  of  mter- 
ment  was  ended,  discovered  that  there  was  among 
them  one  more  than  the  invited  number,  and  the 
remark  was  communicated  in  whispers  to  each  other. 
The  suspicion  fell  upon  a  figure,  which,  muffled  in 
the  same  deep  mourning  with  the  others,  was  reclined, 
almost  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  against  one  of  the 
pillars  of  the  sepulchral  vault.  The  relatives  of  the 
Ashton  family  were  expressing  in  whispers  their  sur- 
prise and  displeasure  at  the  intrusion,  when  they  were 


shall  soon  have,  as  deep  cause  of  mourmng  as  our- 
selves—leave me  to  deal  with  him,  and  do  not  disturb 
the  ceremony  by  unnecessary  exposure."  So  saying, 
he  separated  himself  from  the  group  of  his  relaUona, 
and  taking  the  unknown  mourner  by  the  doak.  he 
said  to  him,  in  a  tone  of  suppressed  emotion,  "  FoUow 


I) 


me. 

Tlie  stranger,  as  if  starting  fifom  a  trance  at  the 
sound  of  his  voice,  mehani^/  obeyed,  and  they 
ascended  the  broken  ruinous  stair  which  led  from  the 
sepulchre  into  the  churchyard.  The  other  mourners 
foUowed,  but  remained  grouped  together  at  the  door 
of  the  vault,  watching  with  anxietv  the  motions  of 
Colonel  Ashton  and  the  stranger,  who  now  appeared 
to  be  in  close  conference  beneath  the  shade  of  a  vew- 
tree,  in  the  most  remote  part  of  the  burial-ground. 

To  this  sequestered  spot  Colonel  Ashton  lad  giiide<^ 
the  stranger,  and  then  turning  round,  addressra  hur 
in  a  stern  and  composed  tone.—"  I  cannot  doubt  tha* 

*  aHeMl.  unperftet 


I  Bpesk  lo  the  Huler  of  RsicnswoodT'  No  uiswer 
WBB  relumed,  "  I  cannot  duulii,"  jTsiimeif  ilioCobnol, 
irembllnK  wiih  riaiiiK  pueion,  "Ihatlqwak  10  ibe 
muidercr  of  my  aiBleiT 

"You  have  named  me  bui  loo  cmiy,"  said  Raveni- 
wood,  in  a  holloir  and  tremuJoiiB  voice. 

"If  von  r<i)enl  whai  you  hove  done,"  aaid  the 
Colond,  "nuyjourpcniieDce  araU  you  beTora  Oodj 
with  nw  it  diaiUaavB  yoa  noihing.  Bare,"  fae  aaid, 
giviiW  ■  P*P>r>  "  i*  l)**  neaaure  of  niy  aword,  and  a 
DMrnorandum  oflbs  tinteandiilareorinecliiig.  Suii- 
tiae  to-morrow  moniing,  en  lae  linka  lo  Ihe  eut  of 
Wotf'a-hope," 

"nie  Haiterof  Ravenawood  hdd  (he  paper  in  hia 
hand,  and  wemed  iiieaolti(&  Ai  length  he  spoke — 
"Do  not,"  he  aaid.  "ucse  lo  fanhrr  deBpcration  a 
wretch  who  is  already  de^ierale.  Er' 
while  jou  cm,  and  lei  me  aedt  my  di 
olbar." 

"That  you  never,  never  abaU  V'  aaid  Doualaa  Aah- 
too.  "  You  aball  £e  by  my  hand,  or  you  uiall  com- 
plale  the  luin  of  my  fsmily  by  laking  my  life.  If  you 
reliue  my  Open  challenge,  there  ia  no  advantage  I  will 
not  lake  of  you,  no  indiitnily  with  which  I  will  not 
load  foa,  until  the  very  niioe  of  Ravenawood  aliall  be 
the  Bsn  of  every  ihiitf:  that  ia  diahonourBblo,  aa  il  la 
already  of  all  ibal  ia  vOlaaoua." 

"  Thai  il  ahall  never  be,"  said  Ravenawood,  fiercely ; 
"  if  I  am  the  laat  who  musl  bear  it,  I  owe  ii  to  Iboae 
who  onceownad  it,  thai  lb*  nameehall  bo  eitingubhed 


TALES  OP  MY  LANDLORD. 

Caleb  would  have  aaid 


[Cb*».  XXXT- 


njov  you 
ealh  fmn 


^aceof  m 


I& 


"Tliai  God  have  men 
faltal"  aaid  Ravenawood. 

"  So  be  ill"  aaid  Colonel  Aahlon  i  "ao  fat  can  my 
charitf  reach  even  for  the  man  I  hate  nioai  deadly, 
and  wilh  the  deepest  reaaon.  Now,  break  olT,  for  we 
■hall  he  inlerrupied.  The  [inka  by  the  aea-sbore  lo 
iha  eaat  of  Wolf'a-bope — the  hour,  aun-riae — our 
it  oat  only 


(ha  aoulof  bim  « 


the  DHRimerB,  and  the  If  aater  of  Ravenawood  lahinB 
hia  horafc  which  waa  lied  (o  a  tree  behind  the  church. 
Coland  Aahton  returned  to  the  caaile  wiih  the  funeral 
Ruaata,  but  found  a  preteit  for  detachina  himaelf 
from  them  in  the  ereDing,  when,  diangins  nia  dreaa 
to  a  riding  habit,  he  ruite  to  Wotf'a-hope  thai  night, 
and  IcmA  up  tuB  abode  in  the  little  inD,inonlor  that  he 
mi^t  he  readr  for  hia  rendeivoua  in  the  morn  ing. 

It  ia  not  known  how  the  Haaler  of  Ravenswood 
dinoaed  of  the  nat  of  that  unhappy  day.  Late  at 
nitfiLbawevar, he  arrived  at  WoITh-Ctw,  and  aroused 
In*  old  domeatift  Caleb  BalderaltHie,  who  had  ceased 
to  expect  h>  raturn.  ConttMed  and  flying  nimoura 
of  Am  lue  tngical  death  of  Miaa  Aahlon,  and  of  its 
■TBterioiiB  CMB^  had  abeady  reached  the  old  man, 
wtM  WMfilkd  with  the  utmoat  anxiety,  on  account  of 
tlla  inobdile  eflcci  these  eventa  tni^t  produce  upon 
the  nund  of  hia  maater. 

Tlia  conduct  of  Ravenawood  did  not  allevialt  ' 
~     ■     '   iilei's  tremblinp 

9  refreehment, 

D  suddenly  and  fiercely 
»Dtrary  to  hia  habila,  a 
vary  ibi^  that  his  maaler  wotild 

eat  nolhinj  ^tionatel]^  enlrealed  ihal 

ha  would  p  bim  lo  hu  chamber.    It 

waa  Dot  ■  'aa  three  or  fbor  limes 

iqwated  til  ide  a  mute  aiEii  of  com- 

phaiiee.    I  ne  oonducted  him  lo  an 

aurtiDent  mfbitahly  filled  up,  and 

much,  ainoe  tua  return,  ne  uaa  uauallir  occuptad,  Ra- 
venawood alopped  riiort  on  the  threahold. 

"Not  hate,"  aaid  he,atcnilr;  "ahowiM  theioom 


*n, 


'Not!ian,'<^i 

which  my  I 
pt  theni^t  i 


...  -le  ni^l  iher  w«e  at  the  caaile." 

"Who,  arr  aaid  Caleb,  loo  imifled  to  preesre 
hia  preaenoe  of  mind. 

'  £fu,  Lucy  Aahlon  I — would  you  kill  me,  M  man, 
by  lorcdiie  me  lo  repeat  her  namoT' 


s  of  the  dianwrof 

the  rhamber,  but  was  ailcnred  by  the  irrilable  im- 

lenunue :  he  lighted  thu  way  Irembling  and  in  ailinKC, 
placed  ibo  lamp  on  ibe  table  of  the  deaerled  tooBi^ 
and  waa  abpul  ut  altempl  some  arrangement  of  cm 
bed,  when  hia  maaler  bid  him  begone  u  a  lono  thai 
admitted  of  no  dela*.  The  old  man  ndted,  not  M 
real,  but  lo  prayer ;  and  from  time  to  time  ctepi  t«  the 
door  of  ihe  annmenl,  in  order  to  find  ont  wheAar 
Ravenswood  had  gone  to  tepoae.  Hia  maaauraa 
beavT  slep  upon  ihe  floor  was  only  inlermpud  bji 
deec  groana  i  and  the  rppeated  alampa  of  ^  hr-'  -' 

hieh™vyboot,mlimBied  loo  clearly,  that  th 

inmale  waa  abandoning  himeeK  at  ~"'"  ~ 

paroxyama  of  unconlrollejl  a 

tijoughl  that  ibe  morning,  for  i _„ , 

never  have  dawned]  but  time,  whoaa coorae loUa oq 

or  mote  alow  to  nkCMal  apprehmoon,  bcouflit  iha 
dawn  at  laat.  and  apread  a  mddy  light  on  ths  bmi 
veqtB  of  the  glialanins ocean.  Il  waa  eariy  in  Nirvani- 
ber,  and  ihe  weather  waa  aerene  for  the  aeaaon  of  th* 

year.  But  an  eaalerty  wind  had  prevailed  during  the 
nighl,  and  the  advancing  tide  rolled  nearel  than  Uao*) 
to  the  foot  of  the  craga  on  which  the  caathi  waa 
founded. 

With  the  firat  peep  of  ti^  Caleb  BaUetnlaw 
again  resulted  to  ths  door  of  Kaienawood'a  •lifiHtf 
apartment,  through  achink  of  which  he  Dbaarvedliim 
engaged  in  measuring  the  lei»lh  of  two  or  Ihre* 
Bworda  which  lay  in  a  cloaet  eqtinliilic  to  ths  apnt- 
nienl-  He  muilrred  to  himaelC  aaheadecied  one  of 
these  weapons,  "Ii  ia  shorlei^el  him  hBTe  lllia  ad- 
vaniage,  aa  be  has  every  other." 

Caleb  Balderelone  knew  too  well,  from  what  he  wil- 
neased.  upon  what  enierprise  bii  maaler  waa  bsuid, 
and  how  vain  all  interfetcnce  on  hia  part  muat  necas 
aarily  prove  He  had  bvi  time  lo  retreat  from  the 
door,  so  nearly  waa  be  aurpnsed  by  hia  maateraud- 
denly  coming  oul,  and  descending  to  theataUaa.  The 
biihful  domealic  followed  <  and,  bom  the  diahevelled 
appearance  of  hia  maalefa  dress,  and  hi*  ghaatlf 
loohB,«'aB  confirmed  in  bis  conjectuiB  that  he  bad 
paased  the  nighl  without  sleep  or  repoae.  Be  found 
him  busily  ensued  in  aaddlms  hia  borae^  a  aerrico 
from  which  Cold,  thousfa  wiili  talienng  vnoe  and 
Irembling  handis  oflerec  to  relieve  him.  BaTciia- 
woodrcjrcted  hia  aaeiatancebyamute  aign,  and  hav- 
ing led  the  animal  into  Ihe  court,  waa  jaal  about  to 
mount  him,  when  ihe  old  domesttc's  leai  giving  wa* 
to  the  strong  attachment  which  waa  Ihe  principaJ 

Kinon  of  hia  mind,  he  Sung  himnelf  middenly  at 
venswood'a  fe«t,  and  claapod  hia  kneea,  while  be 
Mclaimed,  •'Oh,Birloh,mB8icrl  kill mTJ  you  will, 
but  do  not  go  out  on  thia  dreailful  ctranil  I    Oh  I  mj 

dcarmaBler,  wail  bul  thia  dav— Ihe  Marquiaof  A 

cornea  lo- morrow,  and  a'  wilT  be  remedied." 

"  You  have  no  longer  a  maaler,  Caleb,"  said  Bn- 
venswQod.  endeavounna  lo  extricate  himself  j  "  whv, 
old  man.  would  you  clir.g  U>  a  falling  lower  1'' 

"Rul  1  Aort  a  maaler,"  cried  Caleb,  atill  holding 
him  fust,  "while  (he  heir  of  Ravertawood  brealhea. 
I  am  but  a  serranl  r  but  I  wai  born  your  father's-- 

!our  grandfoihor's  scrvani— I  waa  bom  fortheCamUy 
have  lived  for  them— I  would  die  for  them  I— Slav 
bul  al  home,  and  all  wiU  be  well !" 

"Well.fooll  wellT'  said  RaTenawood :  "vain  old 
man,  nulhing  bereaflcr  in  bte  will  be  wdl  wilh  me, 
end  happieat  ia  the  hour  that  shall  aooneal  dose  itf 

Sosaying,  he  eitiica  led  himself  Anm  Ibe  oU  man's 
hold,  tbrewhimself  on  hia  horse,  and  rode  oul  at  ths 
fmto  i  bul  inalantly  turning  back,  be  Ihrew  towards 
CidMk  who  hoalened  (o  meet  bim,  a  heavy  purse  of 
gold. 

"Caleb!" 
you  my  executor;" 


etr  be  said,  with  a  lastly  sinils,  "|maki 
executor;"  and  again  turmog  hia  bndU^  hi 
1  hia  course  down  the  hilL 


by  hia  maaler,  who  turned  lo  ths  1^  down  a  atoaD 
aiid  broken  path,  which  gained  die  amahore  throogb 
a  cleft  in  the  rock,  and  lol  to  a  son  of  dot^  wbera, 
in  former  timea,  the  boaia  of  the  castle  ware  woai  lo 


Our  talc  dnm  to  *  oonduMMk    ^is  Huqnii  ol 

I ,  alanned  mt  the  fii^tfdl  rapona  that  wsn  enr 

cot,  and  uuiouB  for  hitluiuiiMo'*  nTetir,  wriTad  OD 


END  OF  THB  BRIDE  OF  LAKMERHOOL 


A  LEGEND  OF  MONTROSE. 


INTRODUCTION  TO  A  LEGEND  OF  MONTROSE. 


Trb  LBSon)  OF  MoNTBosB  was  written  chiefly  with  a  view 
toplaoebefofe  the  reader  the  melancholy  fate  of  John  Lord 
Kifpoot,  eldest  ion  of  V^liam  Earl  of  Airth  and  Menteith,  and 
the  liojnUar  eircamitoocei  attendinc  the  birth  and  history  of 
Jame*  Stewart  of  Ardvoirlich,  by  wnoae  hand  the  unfortunate 
nobleman  fsIL 

Ooriobiect  leadj  ui  to  talk  of  deadly  feuds,  and  we  mutt  be- 

E'a  with  ooe  Mill  more  ancient  than  that  to  which  our  story  re- 
tes.  Donof  the  reien  of  James  IV.,  a  great  feud  between  the 
powerfal  ihniuies  of  Drummond  and  Murray  divided  Perthshire. 
The  former,  beio^  the  roost  numerous  and  powerful,  cooped  up 
ei|li(scoreof  the  Morrays  in  the  kirk  of  Monivaird,  and  setfire 
to  it  Th<9  wires  and  the  children  of  the  ill-fated  men,  who  had 
atoo  fomid  shelter  in  the  church,  perished  by  the  same  conflagm- 
hoD.  One  man,  named  David  Murray,  escaped  by  the  humanity 
of  dor  of  the  Drammonds,  who  received  him  in  his  arms  as  he 
kiped  ftom  amongst  the  flames.  As  king  James  IV.  ruled  with 
ame  activity  than  most  of  his  predecessors,  this  r.rael  deed 
wsstereiely  revenged,  and  several  of  the  perpetrators  were  be- 
beaded  at  dtirliog.  In  consequence  of  the  prosecution  axaiast 
his  elan,  t)M  Drummond  by  whose  assistance  David  Murray 
bid  efcapH,  fled  to  Ireland,  until,  by  means  of  the  pordon 
vboie  life  he  had  saved,  he  was  permitted  to  return  to  Scot- 
liod,  where  he  and  his  oeioendantB  were  distinguished  by  the 
name  of  Drammood-Eirinich,  or  Emoch,  that  is,  Drummond  of 
Msad ;  and  the  same  title  was  bestowed  on  their  estate. 

Tbe  Dnunmond -emoch  of  James  the  Sixth's  time  was  a 
kiafs  forester  in  the  forest  of  Glenartney,  and  chanced  to  be 
mployed  there  in  search  of  venison  about  the  fear  1588,  or 
sanr  m  1589.  This  foreiPt  was  adjacent  to  the  chief  haunts  of 
ibe  MarGregors,  or  a  particular  race  of  tliero,  known  by  the  title 
of  Mac£agh.  or  Children  of  tho  Mist  They  considered  the  fo- 
mter'4  haating  in  their  vicinity  as  an  aggression,  or  perhaps 
tbey  had  him  at  feud,  for  tlie  apprehension  or  slaui^ter  of  some 
of  tlietr  own  name,  or  for  some  similar  reason.  This  tribe  of 
MaeGregors  were  outlawed  and  persecuted,  as  the  reader  may 
ne  in  the  Introduction  to  Rob  Roy ;  and  every  man's  hand  being 
igaiut  them,  their  hand  was  of  course  directed  against  every 
mo.  In  short,  they  surprised  and  slew  Drummond-emoch,  cut 
off  his  head,  and  carried  it  with  them,  wrapt  in  the  comer  of 
one  of  their  plaids. 

In  the  ftill  exaltation  of  vengeance,  they  stopped  at  tlie  hotise 
of  Anhoiriich  and  demanded  refreshment,  which  the  lady^  a 
sister  of  the  murdered  Drammonderaoch,  (her  husband  being 
abseoU  was  afraid  or  unwilling  to  refuse.  She  caused  bread 
and  cheese  to  be  placed  before  them,  and  gave  directions  for 
more  nbstiotial  refreshments  to  be  preporcNd.  While  she  was 
■bseot  with  this  hospitable  intention,  the  barbarians  placed  the 
Iwad  of  b«  brother  on  the  table,  filling  the  moutli  with  bread 
and  cheese,  and  bidding  him  eat,  for  many  a  merry  meal  he  had 
ntn  in  that  house.  ^  ,  . 

Tbi>  poor  woman  returning,  and  beholding  this  dreadful  sight, 
■tricked  aload,  and  fled  into  the  woods,  where,  as  described  in 
the  rananee,  she  roomed  a  raving  maniac,  and  for  some  time 
wrnted  Iwrself  from  all  living  society.  Some  remaining  in- 
itmctire  feeling  brought  her  at  length  to  steal  a  glance  from  a 
^i^soce  at  the  maidens  while  they  milked  the  cows,  which 
Ming  obierved,  her  husband,  Ardvoirlich,  had  her  conveyed 
back  to  her  home,  and  detained  her  them  till  she  gave  birth  to 
a  child,  of  whom  she  bad  been  pregnant ;  after  which  she  was 
observed  cnidaaUy  to  recover  her  mental  faculties. 

Meanwhile  tlie  outlaws  had  carried  to  the  utmost  their  insults 
■guoA  the  regal  authority,  which  indeed,  as  exercised,  they 
had  little  reason  for  respecting.  They  bore  the  same  bloody 
hophy^  which  they  had  so  savagely  exhibited  to  the  lady  of 
Ardvoiriieh,  into  the  old  church  of^Balquidder,  nearly  in  the 
ecatie  of  their  country,  where  tho  Laird  of  MacGresor  and  all 
his  dan  being  convened  for  the  purpose,  laid  their  hands  suc- 
ttuinljr  aa  uie  dead  man's  head,  and  swore,  in  lieathcnish  and 
ovbwous  manner,  to  defend  the  author  of  the  deed.  This  fierce 
foi  viadietive  combination  ffav.>  the  author's  late  and  lamented 
friead,  8ir  Alexander  Boswell,  Bart,  subject  for  a  spirited  poem, 
cotiUed  "  aan-AIpin's  Vow,"  which  was  printed,  but  not,  I 
believe,  publiirtied. in  isil.* 

The  net  is  ascertain^l  by  a  proclamation  fh>m  tho  Privy 
CoQBcil,  dated  4th  Pebraary,  1689jdirecting  letters  of  fire  and 
cvofd  against  the  MacGregors.t  This  foarJfUl  commission  was 
cncated  with  uncommon  fury.  The  late  excellent  John^- 
dttaan  of  Canibusroore  dkowed  the  author  some  correspond- 
ence between  his  ancestor,  the  Laird  of  Buchanan,  and  Lord 
Dnnunood.  about  sweeping  certain  valleys  with  tlieir  foUow- 
coi  00  a  fixed  time  and  rendezvous,  and  "  taking  sweet  re- 
^vogefiir  the  death  of  their  cousin,  Drummond-erooch."  In 
^te  of  all,  however,  that  could  be  done,  the  devoted  tribe  of 
MacGregor  still  bved  vm  sonrivors  to  sustain  and  to  inflict  new 
craeities  and  uiiaries.X 

*  8m  Appendix*    No.  I. 

t  fct  Appendix,     l^o.  II.  .  ,   ^ 

1 1  eubne*  the  opportanUy  given  ms  by  a  sscoed  sasntioa  of  this 
trim,  to  Dotkc  so  smo-,  vhleh  irapotea  to  sn  indivkl«sl  named  CUr 
Mehr  lUeOrtcpr,  the  slaaghtcr  of  tas  •tndeoU  at  llie  battls  of  Oltnfhiio. 
laa  tafeeaed  from  the  aatbority  of  John  GresorMH),  Eml,  that  the 
ckMlain  m  imwrl  waa  dead  nearly  a  oentary  berore  the  batue  in  qnes- 
tlsB  sad  eedd  not,  ^kmUn,  have  done  Ibe  cnwl  aoUon  msBtfwssd 

M 


Meanwhile  young  James  Stevrtrt  of  Ardvoirtich  grew  up  to 
manhood,  tfocommonly  tall,  strong,  and  active,  with  such  power 
in  the  grasp  of  his  hand  in  partietuar,  as  could  force  tlte  blood 
fh>m  beneath  the  nails  of  the  persons  who  contended  willi  him 
in  this  feat  of  strength.  His  temper  was  moody,  fierce,  and 
irascible ;  yet  he  must  have  had  some  oetoosible  good  qualities, 
as  ho  was  greatly  beloved  by  Lord  Kilpont,  the  eldest  son  of 
the  Barl  of^ Airth  and  Mcnteitli. 

This  gallant  young  nobleman  joined  Montrose  in  the  setting 
up  his  standard  in  1844,  just  before  the  decisive  battle  at  Tip- 
pormuir,  on  the  1st  September  in  that  year.  At  that  time. 
Stewart  of  Ardvoirlich  shared  the  confidence  of  the  young  Lonf 
by  day,  and  his  bed  by  night,  when,  about  four  or  fi\'e  days  after 
the  battle,  Ardvoirlich,  either  from  a  fit  of  sudden  f\iry  or  dcep^ 
malice  long  entertained  against  hia  unsuspecting  friend,  stabbed 
Lord  Kilppot  to  the  heart,  and  escaped  from  the  camp  of  Mon> 
trooe,  having  killed  a  sentinel  who  attempted  to  detain  him. 
Bishop  Guthrie  gives  as  a  reason  for  this  villainous  action,  that 
Lord  Kilpont  had  rejected  with  abhorrence  a  proposal  or  Ard- 
voirtich to  assassinate  Montrose.  But  it  docs  not  appear  that 
there  is  any  authority  for  this  charge,  which  rests  on  mere  atu- 
picion.  Ardvoirlich,  the  assassin,  certainly  did  fly  to  the  CO' 
venanters,  and  was  employed  and  promoted  bv  them.  He  ob- 
tained a  pardon  for  tha  slaughter  of  Lord  Kilpont,  confirmed 
by  Parliament  in  1844,  and  was  made  Major  of  Argyle's  reffi- 
ment  in  1848.    Such  ore  the  fkcts  of  Uie  tale,  here  given  as  a  Le- 

8 end  of  Montrose's  wars.    The  reader  will  find  thajr  are  consi> 
crably  altered  in  the  fictitious  narrative. 

The  author  has  endeavoured  to  enliven  the  tragedy  of  the  tale 
by  the  iotitxluction  of  a  personage  proper  to  the  time  and  cotm- 
try.  In  this  he  has  been  held  by  excellent  judges  to  have  been 
in  some  degree  succeuful.  The  contempt  of  commerce  enter- 
tained by  voung  men  having  some  pretence  to  gentility,  the  po- 
verty of  the  country  of  Scotland,  the  national  disposition  to 
wandering  and  to  adventure,  all  conduced  to  lead  the  Soots 
abroad  into  the  militd^  service  of  eountries  which  were  at 
war  with  each  other,  "nie/  were  distinguished  on  the  conti- 
nent by  their  bravery ;  but  in  adopting  the  trade  of  mercenary 
soldiers,  they  necessarily  injured  their  national  character.  Tlio 
tincture  of  learning,  which  most  of  them  possessed,  degenera- 
ted into  pedantry ;  their  gOod  breeding  became  mere  ceremo- 
nial ;  their  (bar  of  dishonour  no  longer  kept  tliem  aloof  fhim 
that  which  was  really  unworthy,  but  was  made  to  depend  on 
certain  punctilious  observances  totally  apart  from  that  which 
was  in  itself^  deserving  of  praise.  A  cavalier  of  honour,  in 
search  of  his  fortune,  mighty  for  example,  change  his  service 
as  he  would  his  shirt,  fight,  like  the  doughty  Captain  Dalgetty, 
in  one  cause  after  another,  without  regard  to  the  justice  of  the 
quarrel,  and  might  plunder  tlie  peasantry  subjected  to  him  by 
the  fate  of  war  with  the  most  unrelenting  rapacity  ;  but  he  must 
beware  how  he  sustained  the  slightest  reproach,  even  from  a 
clergyman,  if  it  had  regard  to  neglect  on  the  score  of  duty. 
The  following  occurrence  will  prove  the  truth  of  what  I 
mean : — 

"  Here  I  must  not  forget  the  memory  of  one  preacher.  Master 
William  Forbesse,  a  preacher  for  souldiers,  yea,  and  a  captaine 
in  neede  to  lead  souldiers  on  a  good  occasion,  being  fhll  of  cou- 
rage, with  discretion  and  good  conduct,  beyond  some  captoioes 
I  haveknowne,  that  were  not  so  capable  as  he.  At  this  time 
lie  not  ooely  prayed  for  us,  but  went  on  with  us,  to  remarke,  as 
I  thinke,  men's  carriage ;  and  having  found  a  sergeant  neglect- 
ing his  autie  and  his  honour  at  such  a  time,  (whose  name  i  will 
not  expresse.)  having  chidden  him,  did  promise  to  reveale  him 
unto  me,  as  he  did  aner  their  service.  The  sergeant  being  called 
before  me,  and  accused,  did  denv  his  accusation,  alleoging,  if 
he  were  no  postoar  tliat  had  alledaed  it,  he  would  not  lie  under 
the  injury.  The  preacher  oflTered  to  fight  with  him,  fin  proof  J 
that  it  was  truth  he  had  spoken  of  him ;  whereupon  I  cashiered 
the  sergeant,  and  gave  his  place  to  a  worthier,  called  Mungo 
Gray,  a  gentleman  of  good  worth,  and  of  much  courage.  The 
Krgeant  being  cashiered,  never  called  Master  William  to  ac- 
count, for  which  he  was  evill  thought  of;  so  that  he  retired 
home,  and  quit  the  wanes."       _  .      .  .  ^    ^ 

Tlie  above  quotation  is  taken  from  a  work  which  the  author 
repeatedly  consulted  while  composing  the  following  sheets,  and 
which  is  in  great  measure  written  in  the  humour  of  Cnptoin 
Dugald  Dalgetty.  It  bears  the  following  formidable  title  :— 
"  Monro  his  ^cpeditioci  with  the  worthy  Scots  Regiment, . 

The  mlatakc  does  not  rest  with  in«,  ai  1  disclaimed  being  reH>onsible  for 
thf  tradition  while  I  quoted  It,  but  with  rulfar  fame,  which  ia  always 
diapowd  to  awribe  remarkable  acUom  to  a  remarkable  name — 8ae  the 
erroneous  paatage,  Rob  Rof ,  Introduction,  p.  4. ;  and  eo  eoft  sleep  the 
offended  phantom  of  Dugald  Oiar  Mohr. 

It  is  with  mingled  pleasure  and  shame  that  I  record  the  more  import- 
ant error,  of  having  announced  as  deceased  my  learned  acquaintance, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Grahame,  minister  of  Aberfoll — See  Rob  Roy,  chop.  SO. 

I>.  88.  I  eannot  now  recollect  the  preolae  ground  of  my  depriving  mr 
earned  and  excellent  friend  of  his  existence,  onlasa,  like  Mr.  Kirke,  bh 
predecessor  in  the  parish,  the  excellent  Doctor  had  made  a  short  trip  to 
Fairy -land,  with  whoae  wonders  be  is  so  well  aeqoainled.  Bat  howeirer 
I  may  have  been  mialed,  my  regret  is  meet  sincere  for  having  spread 
such  a  mmoor ;  and  no  one  ean  be  more  gmtifled  than  1  that  the  report, 
however  I  have  lieen  indueed  to  credit  and  give  itmureDcy,  ia  aTalas 
one,  and  that  OS.  Grahame  is  still  the  Uving  paster  of  AbsribU,  far  ths 
delight  and  hiscnietlra  of  his  brotbsr  astiqwinss. 
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allsd  HuKtn'i  rMingl,  Inieil  in  Aiirnit  int.  hj  Sir  Do- 
uld  MuKan  I<oid  k™*  CquowL,  (W  hu  Majntii'i  Htvi»  al 
Dflnnuik  Antf  nduoAd  ■fur  Uh  uHIb  or  NarLfu,  lb  HgpLfim- 
boj  IIM,  ftt  WonBH,  in  Itw  PalK ;  DiKhartnl  To  Hver>L  dv- 
tt  hi!  wan  aniot  ib*  Bmpin ;  i 
iiMa  K- ~'' — '"  •■—!—•— 


3i  UDilgr  tM  iiiwiMa  Kini  i«  Sk 
tt  lifeUui  ud  noeg  li^  Uw 


■itlMnd  loteUiac,  •!  mn'  kmm,  br  Coluiri  Robon  Munni 
u  Pint  LlminiHi  mi<l«  Ow  Bid  RKfiMi,  w  »•  "*!"  "• 

bit  CanliHi  flniuilu  (ha  kndaU*  pnfaiioo  of  uni,,  Iv 
whlili  11  uiHnd.  Uia  UridfaniHt  of  Eincua,  ami  dlmi 
E^actied  ObaemlioDa  Hit  «»  Younnr  Oflter,  hi«  bidip''-~- 
tion.   EmUuitIiIi  the  eiiMtd'lHeiriauwuiiarHiirDii 
viaer".^Lona(ni.  lf9T,  ,  ^ 

AnoUiK  wiiniir  «r  Uu>  iuh  lehaol,  UdsaulT  tba  ama ' 
of  Uh  niliUfr  cuneur,  uBir  AnailwiMr.i    [o^?-  ir 

finl  CoTanMara  in  lUl  rtalu  wl3lli  wh  rU]Hsd  .hr  <■>■ 
{•laaDfPaiiUHiL  BIrJHiMiiBliataaaamoCHBaniirin- 
luisHta  Liantaanri-ColDiRl  Ngim,  hiTl«  wtltUi «  lUU- 
lan  Traaliaa  an  ttia  PikoBurcifl,  called  "Fallaa  Anau." 
HHMvcr  tio  wai  adormleit  at  Glaiiow  CaUttt,  tbcuiih  ha  «•■ 


■«inil«  TMTiljaiaB  one,yol  ii  wu a yaij-odow  in  Jl  iu 
Anlable;  rnintnt  quiuletwH  In  a  Bnlleman'*  liome,  wlw 
wai  a  Riuuilii,  aad  al  Uial  liraa  with  81;  ManDaauJa ;  hu 
nib  kaepd  har  dnntM  nadia  to  be  bnHuhl  la  bed,  Tha  caa- 
Ot  baim  onr.ud  Lnmbart  Hiini  anooih,  I  KioSna  W  r»  10 
bed  aieria  nl|)iL  haveiai  had  railrue  anaiuh  behte.  Tim  ftnt 
■Iflil  I  ihnid  inll  eooaali:  andnaaisi  n^l  moiniu.lnud 
Ma1iB»uii«k&a,ana[udfeai1kanH.aiidiHMbiniSM,  ihe 
aeeoulniBentiiadetabDoteftifai*  kai  mthrr  could  Ibnba 
Itaud  Ita  ani  aaarch.  Babi  pmaTdadsrwin  oTIha  iBiiialdiid, 
lBadeDnShnddia,aDd  nde  tattaabead^iiHiuia.  Atav 
ntanMiri  «nld  haan  an  dBn  at  mr  ttecMia.   That  nlitit  I 

- -  'iL  Bad  ninmOTmiif  (B~' — ' ■ 

■■ ■ — *iina  fbf  00a  le,  — 

I  UibdBTbalbm,    j 


r  aiatbeii.  nail  mr  leivanu  toe,  to  Inuina  ll 

al  bad  alibn]  iw  atoekiDiioiDoqnallio  wiunnai 

aadlfaiBlliaulatnaaoftbo  how  know  w-tll  eDDecli^tnitwold 

Bwiiiliad  lollliniiilliii.  fliii  Iniinf  nil  fiaaibooUuwe  waJifDflnil 
al  ■  bole,  in  irliieb  Ibar  bad  drawna  all  llie  ml.  I  weiu 
•biwl  and  ardarad  tkeboana  lobe  raUao,  loan  bow  Efaa  laia 
had  diapoad  of  BT  Boraablaa.   Tba  miairtw  aeai  a  aemni  dT 


wai  a  anaadib^li  alia  had  bid  iGal  fild  wi'thovt  hia  know 


■iSCV  u  I  and' 


aa  I  lord  tha  K&i.  (fbr  wboi 


on  wai  either  Bon  or  Ifiia  than  Ibaoaad  eiaataa 

and  two  hallb  noea,  it  uU  be  aooe  oTbanTaai 

■iimii-rr  Kne  iiHl  br  her  In  a  red  velvet  pane.    After  I  had 

other  ancelnBlbiuitLtbtTelTec  pine  all  iimd  in  bi'».aa  B> 
■locliiH  H*f(,  (od the  (OM  laalBDllie lealoid  lolMtantlaira- 
tv  rala  ia  ooloona.  aod  jnrt«idr  bdhm  vlBchaaco  to  nil  o* 
IhDioiaHhoiii  thBclothpbdena.  I  Ihank  God  I  was  ueiw  ad. 
dieted  10  audi  dfUMiona,  01  Aoeded  tbea,    II  i>  ine.  ihal 

anra  I  ooald  have  bolter  AneaBe  Iban  mrnHb  Uian  rata  ot  au 
■ohnnaiiM,  ■■dreidid  ItnoL  I  have  heard  indeed  naar 
doo  aloijea  laid  of  lali,  how  (bar  alWHtoa  hosiea  aad  abiK 
whan  Ihe  Bnl  an  IB  be^nM"  ■!>'■"»>><>  Onnd.  Maunt 
aroaoi  botlahali  nenHTboof  Ujeoi^mioa  IbnaBi  fOraael^ 
uin  coaliuaBciDa,  which  1  auppoiB  tbo  diTafi  uiaiib  oaa 
neitlnr  bAaiirior  Ibrteil  1  itatee  boiaf  oihtia  which  the  AT 
nuhtj'  halh  kaepd  biddoa  to  ilio  boaon  of  liii  diiioa  saant- 
enui.    And  wbiUH  Hv  |i«il  Qoil  holli  ptmiliined  or  prrdta. 


■  nut  not  roMat  the 

_.„.  _  . onEt  old  bal'iiiB,  br 

amulerhaad,  in  Uio  rbaroctoi  of  Locmahacov,  iin«  the  ei- 
ialrnce  oT  that  dourbtj' Caplain  alDoq  mut  daifite  tha  pnoanl 
aiuhotarBlie1alnilaab«liilaani^tll)i.  Still Daiiatir, ai Uh 

parrnf  Ihal  In  hai  lUlaD  lotD  Iha  airor  of  aiaitnini  lo  tba 
CapuhiUiainniioaBlatwl^lliDilat/.    Ttm ii  tlie wiwn 

■un,  thililiinabianiodsill'adeceBIBpoLiir  (urgaoUiitlh* 
nniie,  wtaicG It  winld  harnil-belUtod hlniifliiiia ^i£d ia 
ao iwtsniiled aulo.  TlKHiHiinacnirain  IhebSulntihlto- 
"  I'hen  ia  Ion  ■iiieb,  petbaiH,  of  Daliaur,— or.  ntbai.  ha 
cfiRTqaica  loo  airal  a  pmuoitian  or  ibo  work,— for.  ia  himaalf 
we  tliiak  be  u  anihinnlr  cntcnainiDci-and  ihc  anthof  haa 
novheniboaiimnniaaailtloUiatiiiilcditmoiiilit  who  could 
hnoi  out  Ilia  FalMamaad  Ida  Platola.  in  ad  altor  (el,  aadjilaf 
■ftei  ptar.  and  oaaiciie  them  atwr  tnie  wilh  aceiiaaef  vo- 
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BoBicitr  oT  BIT  lata  ttnnd't  poam  miv  be  an  aimie  for 
thaa^ledeonclutiiinofdu  Alnln^  tow.  Ilieaao 
haa  nal  to  Um  aaeieol  chinch  of  Baliniildar.  The  head 
■momoad-Emoch  ll  ntacod  on  Ihe  allot,  co™mlfo[a  nine 
ihobaiDaaafihelnba.    Tbo  Chief  iJ  U>a  uibe  advaoea 

tad,  >Ut  a  qaki  Hd  lalri  llnf , 
tSx*  Ibl  PK»M  >»>■•■>;, 
IWiS^  a«o'i b.« ^mUnJg. 
Th  clHUlIiie1i»a<daik>iUi  B°n. 

■a<WBnSlU,ka'^jaiuil, 
WU  UHiiaf  Iraw,  oimnd  ka  AaA 
•  KMfl£r3i?'™''dli"bl!!lIii 


nu  nnf  Ju^'n^dRbfi  htllfl.- 


TbiH  ilaih'tl  4  lr«T.dnip  froq  hlfar*  i 
BhII  lit'du  llpla^  hfiBl  lUII  r" 
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No.n. 


It  hasbMo  di^mtad  wbethtr  Uia  Childran  of  the  Mitt  wen 
a^tatl  BfaeOiefon,  or  whettier  thaj  wtn  not  oatUwa  named 
MaeOooald,  bMoacinff  to  Ardnaniarcban.  The  foUowinff  act  of 
tha  Privy  Cowicil  Meoia  to  decide  tbe  queetion  :— 

Bdinhi^h,  iA  Ptbruarjf,  IMS. 

"im  aame  d«]r,  tha  Lordi  of  Beeret  Council  being  crediblie 
iafonned  of  fa  crael  and  miacliaiToiia  proceeding  of  jre  wicked 
daamgor,  eo  lattc  oontiBaeing  in  blood,  tlaoffbtera,  henhipa, 
■Munst  reifia,  and  atouths  craomitted  upon  his  HieneM*  peace- 
able and  good  aubjacia  t  inhabiting  re  eountrieaewest  ye  bmja 
M  re  Ri^laMda,  thir  money  yean  bygone ;  but  ipecially  heir 
after  fa  ouel  murder  of  umqil  Jo.  Drummond  of  Drummonoy- 
ryaeli,  hia  Majaaliea  proper  tennant,  and  ane  of  hie  foelers  of 
Ohuaituay,  eonunitted  upon  ye  day  of  lait  by • 

pui,  be  certain  of  y«  nid  elan,  be  ye  council  and  detorminalion 
ot  ye  haiil,  avow  and  to  deftnd  ye  authors  yrof  qoeirer  wald 
penew  for  raireng«  M  re  tame,  41  ye  laid  Ja  was  oorupied  in 
aeekioff  of  ireniaon  to  hii  HieDMs,  at  command  of  Pat  Lord 
OraraiwNKt,  Stewart  of  Stratharae,  and  principal  forresterof 
Qleaartner  ;  the  dueeo,  his  Majesties  dearest  spouse,  being  yn 
abartlia  looked  for  to  arrive  in  this  realm.  Ltkeat,  after  ye 
aardar  eonraitted*  fe  authors  yrof  cutted  off  ye  said  umqil  Jo. 
PiimiBiiod'a  bead*  aad  carried  the  same  to  tha  Laird  of  M'Gri- 


tor,  who,  and  the  haill  surname  of  M'Grifors.  porpoself  con- 
veined  upon  the  Sunday  yrafter,  at  the  Kiric  of^  fticbquhidder ; 
qr  they  caused  ye  said  umqil  John's  head  tobepnted  to  ym.and 
yr  avowing  ye  sd  murder  to  have  been  committed  by  yr  com- 
munion, council,  and  determination,  laid  jr  hands  upon  the 
pow,  and  in  eithnik,  and  barbarous  manner,  swear  to  defend  ye 
authors  of  ye  sd  murder,  in  maist  proud  contempt  of  our  sovm 
Lord  and  hiB«uthoritie,  and  in  evil  example  to  others  wicked 
limmaris  to  do  ye  like,  give  ys  sail  be  suflered  to  remain  unpu- 
nished." 

Then  follows  a  commission  to  the  Earls  of  Huntly,  Argyle, 
Athole.  Montrose,  Pat  Lord  Drummond,  Ja.  Commendator  of 
Incbeflray,  And  Campbol  of  Lochionel.  Duncan  Campbel  of 
Ardkinriaa,  Lauchlane  M'Intoshof  Dunnauchtane.Sir  Jo.  Mur- 
rya  of  Tullibarden,  knt.,  Qeo.  Buchanan  of  that  Ilk,  and  And. 
M'Farlane  of  Ariquocher,  to  search  for  and  apprehend  Alaster 
M'Qrigor  of  Qlenatre,  (and  a  number  of  others  nominatim.) 
"  and  all  others  of  the  said  Clangrigor,  or  ye  assistars,  culpable 
of  the  said  odious  murther,  or  of  thifl,  reset  of  thifl,  hemhips, 
and  somings,  qrever  they  maj  be  apprehended.  And  if  they 
leftase  to  be  taken,  or  flees  to  strengths  and  houses,  to  pursue 
tnd  aasege  them  with  Are  and  sword ;  and  this  commission  to 
endure  for  the  space  of  three  rears." 

8|uch  Mras  the  svstem  of  police  in  16M ;  aad  such  tba  state  of 
Scotland  nearly  thirty  yaars  after  the  Reformation. 


■MMaMb.^^— ia*> 


i^a^AM 


POSTSCRIPT. 


▼Ails  theae  pagaa  were  passing  through  the  press,  the  author 
feeeived  a  letter  from  the  present  Robert  Stewart  of  Ardvuir 
IkAi,  tevooring  him  with  the  account  of  the  unhappy  slaughter 
of  Lord  Kilpoot^iflbring  fhmi,  and  more  probable  than,  that 
givea  bf  Bishop  wiahnrt,  whose  narrative  infers  either  insani^ 
or  the  blackest  treachenr  on  the  part  of  James  Stewart  of  Ard- 
voirlich,  the  ancestor  of  the  present  fkmily  of  that  name.  It  is 
bat  fUr  to  give  the  entire  communication  as  received  ftom  my 
itspected  correspondent,  which  is  more  minute  than  the  histo- 
ries of  the  period. 

"  Although  I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  personally  known 
to  you,  I  tu^te  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  now  take,  in  address- 
iag  yoQ  oo  the  subject  of  a  transaction  more  than  once  alluded 
to  by  yoii.  in  which  an  anccntor  of  mine  was  imhappily  eon- 
oemied.  I  allude  to  the  slaughter  of  Lord  Kilpont,  son  of  the 
Earl  of  Airth  and  Monteith.  in  1644,  by  James  Stewart  of  Ard- 
voirlicb.  As  the  cause  of  this  unhappy  event,  and  the  quarrel 
whi^  led  to  it,  have  never  been  correctly  stated  in  anjr  history 
of  the  period  in  which  it  took  place,  I  am  induced,  m  conse- 
qottiee  of  ronr  having,  in  the  second  series  of  your  admirable 
Tales  oa  the  HistorT  of  Scotland,  adopted  Wishart's  venion  of 
Uie  tnuwactHo,  and  beiny  aware  that  your  having  done  so  will 
stamp  it  vttti  an  authenticity  which  it  does  not  merit,  and  with 
a  view,  as  fkr  as  possible,  to  do  justice  to  the  memory  of  my  un- 
fbrtaaate  ancestor,  to  send  you  the  account  of  this  aflkir  os  it 
has  beea  handed  down  in  the  fkmily. 

"James  Stewart  of  Ardvoirlich,  who  lived  in  the  early  part  of 
tba  irth  century,  and  who  was  the  unlucky  cause  of  tho  uauf  h- 
ler  of  Lord  Kilpont,  a^  before  mentioned,  was  appointed  to  the 
epmamnd  of  one  of  several  Independent  companies  raised  in  the 
HighlaAds  at  the  commencement  of  tHb  troubles  in  the  reign  of 
l^urtea  L:  another  of  these  companies  was  under  tlie  command 
of  Lord  Kilpont,  and  a  strong  intimacy,  strengthened  by  a  dis- 
tant relationship,  subsisted  oetween  them.  When  Montrose 
raised  the  royal  standard,  Ardvoirlich  wos  one  of  the  flrst  to 
declare  for  him,  and  is  said  to  haye  been  a  principal  means  of 
bringing  over  Lord  Kilpont  to  the  samo  cause :  and  they  accord- 
mgiy.  aloqg  with  Sir  John  Drummond  and  their  respective  fol- 
towers,  joined  Montrose,  as  recorded  by  Wishart,  at  Buchanty. 
While  they  served  together,  so  strong  was  their  intimacy,  that 
Ibey  lived  and  slept  in  the  same  tenL 

**  la  the  mean  time,  Montroae  had  been  joined  by  tho  Irish 
under  the  command  of  Alexander  Macdonald  ;  these,  on  their 
march  to  join  Montrose,  liad  committed  som*^  excesses  on  lands 
behwdng  to  Ardvoirlich.  which  lay  in  the  line  of  their  march 
tnm  vbe  west  coast  Of  tliis  Ardvoirlich  complained  to  Mon- 
trose, who^  probably  wishing  as  much  as  possible  to  conciliate 
bis  new  allies,  treated  it  in  rather  an  evasive  manner.  Ardvoir- 
lich who  was  a  man  of  violent  passions,  having  Ikiled  to  re- 
eatre  sodh  satis&ction  as  he  required,  cliallenfcd  Macdonald 
to  single  combat  Before  they  met,  however,  Montrose,  on  the 
iafbrmation  and  by  advice,  as  it  is  said,  of  Kilpont.  laid  them 
botii  under  arrest  Montrose,  seeing  the  evils  of  such  a  feud  at 
■Mb  a  critical  time,  elRMted  a  aort  of  reconciliation  between 
tbem,  and  forced  them  to  shake  hands  in  his  presence ;  when, 
H  was  said,  that  Ardvoirlich,  who  was  a  \'ery  powerful  man, 
took  such  a  hold  of  Macdonald's  hand  as  to  moke  the  blood 
•tart  from  his  Ungtrs.  Still,  it  would  appear,  Ardvoirlich  was 
bf  no  means  racoociled. 

"  A  fSpw  days  after  the  battle  of  Tippermulr,  when  Montroae 
with  ha  army  was  encamped  at  Collacc,  an  entertainment  was 
givan  by  him  to  his  ofttoers,  in  honour  of  the  victory  he  had  ob- 
Wnad,  and  Kilpont  and  his  comrade  Ardvoirlich  were  of  the 
pir^.  After  returning  to  their  quarters,  Ardvoirlich.  who 
sseassi  still  to  brood  over  his  quarrel  with  Macdonald,  and 
being  teated  with  drink,  bef  an  to  blame  Lord  Kilpont  for  the 
nitiia  had  taken  in  preventing  his  obtaining  redieat,  and  re- 
ifiitting  againit  Montroae  fbr  not  allowing  him  what  he  consi- 
dered proper  lepanUioo.    Kilpont  of  course  defended  tha  con- 


duet  of  himielf  and  hit  relative  Montroae,  till  thair  argument 
came  to  high  words ;  and  finally,  from  the  state  thoy  were  both 
in,  by  an  eanr  transition,  to  blows,  when  Ardvoirlich^  with  his 
dirk,  struck  Kilpont  dead  on  the  qwt  Ho  immediately  fled, 
and  under  ttra  cover  of  a  thick  mist  escaped  pursuit,  leaving  his 
eldest  son  Henry,  who  had  bean  mortauy  wounded  at  Tipper- 
Brair,  on  his  death-bed. 

"  His  fbllowers  imniediately  withdrew  froRl  Montrose,  and 
no  course  remainad  fur  him  but  to  throw  himself  into  the  arms 
of  the  opposite  fkction,  by  whom  he  was  well  received.  His 
n«aa  is  frequently  mentioned  in  Leslie's  campaigns,  and  on 
more  than  one  occasion  he  is  mentioned  as  having  afforded  pro- 
tection to  several  of  his  former  friends  through  his  interest  with 
Leslie,  when  the  King's  cause  became  desperate. 

"  The  foregoing  account  of  this  unfortunate  transactionj  am 
well  aware,  differs  materially  from  the  account  given  by  wish- 
art,  who  alleges  that  Stewart  had  laid  a  plot  for  the  assassina- 
tion of  Montrose,  and  that  he  murdered  Lord  Kilpont  in  con- 
sequence of  his  refusal  to  participate  in  his  design.  Now,  I  may 
be  allowed  to  remark,  that  besides  Wishart  having  always  been 
rei^ded  as  a  partial  historian,  and  very  questionable  authoritf 
oo  any  subject  connected  with  the  motives  or  conduct  of  those 
who  differed  flrom  him  in  opinion,  that  even  had  Stewart 
formed  such  a  design,  Kilpont,  (torn  his  name  and  connexions, 
was  likely  to  be  the  very  last  man  of  whom  Stewart  would 
choose  to  make  a  confidant  and  accomplice.  On  tho  other  hand, 
the  above  account,  though  never,  that  l  am  aware,  before  hinted 
at,  has  been  a  constant  tradition  in  the  f^ily :  and,  from  the 
comparative  recent  date  of  the  transaction,  and  the  sources  fh>m 
which  the  tradition  has  bean  derived,  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
its  perfect  authenticity.  It  was  most  circumstantially  detailed 
as  above,  given  to  my  Aither,  Mr.  Stewart,  now  of  Ardvoirlich,  ^ 
many  years  ago,  by  a  man  neariy  connected  with  the  funily, 
who  lived  to  the  age  of  loo.  This  man  was  a  great  grandson  of 
James  Stewart,  by  a  natural  son  John,  of  whom  many  stories 
are  still  current  in  this  country,  under  his  appellation  of  John 
dku  MJior.  This  John  was  with  his  fattier  at  the  time,  and  of 
couise  was  a  witness  of  the  whole  transaction ;  he  lived  till  a 
considerable  time  after  the  Revolution,  and  it  was  fVom  him 
that  nur  father's  informant,  who  Was  a  man  before  his  grandfk- 
ther,  John  dhu  Mhur's  death,  received  the  information  as  above 
stated. 

"  I  have  many  apologies  tou  offer  for  trespassing  so  long  on 
your  patience  ;  but  I  felt  a  natural  desire,  if  possible,  to  correct 
what  I  conceive  to  be  a  groundless  imputation  on  the  memory 
of  my  ancestor,  before  it  shall  come  to  be  considered  as  a  mat- 
ter of  History.  That  he  was  a  man  of  violent  passions  and 
singular  temper,  I  do  not  pretend  to  deny,  as  many  traditions 
still  current  m  this  country  amply  verify ;  but  that  he  was  ca- 
pable of  forming  a  design  to  assassinato  Montrose^  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  former  conduct  and  principles  contradict  That  he 
was  obliged  tojoin  the  opposite  party,  was  merely  a  matter  of 
safety,  wnile  Kilpont  had  so  man^  powerful  flrienda  and  con- 
nexions able  and  readv  to  avenge  his  death. 

"  I  have  only  to  add,  that  you  have  my  fUll  perroissioa  to 
make  what  use  of  this  communication  you  please,  and  either  to 
reject  it  altocether.  or  allow  it  such  credit  as  you  think  it  de- 
serves ;  and  1  shall  be  ready  at  all  times  to  furnish  you  with 
any  further  information  oo  this  subject  which  you  may  require, 
and  which  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  afford. 

"  AaovoiaucH, 

\5A  January,  1890." 

The  publication  of  a  Statement  to  particular,  and  srobably  so 
oorract,  is  a  debt  due  to  the  memory  of  James  Stewpt ;  the  vie- 
ttfn,  it  would  seem,  of  his  own  violent  passions,  but  peifoaps 
incapable  of  an  act  of  premeditated  tneMJoary. 
Abbotsfoi^ 

l«t  AnfMl,  189D. 


INTRODUCTORY. 


SCBOBAMT  Mors  M'Alpin  was.  duriog  hit  retideDce  among 
ua,  one  of  the  moat  honoured  inhabitanta  of  GaDderdeash.  No 
one  thought  of  dispnting  hi«  title  to  the  great  leathern  chair  on 
the  "  rosiest  side  of  the  chirooey."  in  the  oommon  room  of  the 
Wallace  Arms,  on  a  Saturday  evening.  No  less  would  our 
aextoD,  John  Duirward,  have  held  it  an  unlicensed  iotrusion,  to 
suffer  an  J  one  to  induct  himself  into  the  comer  of  the  left-hand 
pew  nearest  to  the_pulpit.  which  the  Sergeant  rcnlarir  occu- 
pied on  Sunda/s.  There  he  sat,  his  blue  invalid  uniform  brushed 
with  the  most  scrupulous  aocoraor.  Two  medals  of  meni  dis- 
played at  his  button-hole,  as  well  as  the  empty  rieeve  which 
should  have  been  occupied  by  his  right  arm,  bore  evidence  of 
his  hard  and  honourable  service.  His  woatherbeaten  features, 
his  gny  liair  tied  in  a  thin  queue  in  the  military  fashion  of 
former  days,  and  the  right  side  of  his  head  a  liUle  turned  ud, 
the  better  to  catch  the  sound  of  the  clergjrman's  voice,  were  aU 
marku  of  h'n  profeMioii  and  inArmiUos.  Beside  him  sat 
his  sister  Janet,  a  little  neat  old  woman,  with  a  Highland 
curch  an'i  tartan  plaid,  watching  the  very  looks  of  her  brother, 
to  her  the  groaCest  man  upon  earth,  and  actively  looking  out 
for  him,  in  his  silver-clasped  Bible,  the  texts  which  the  mmis- 
tar  quoted  or  expounded. 

I  believe  it  was  the  respect  that  was  imiverMdlr  jpaid  to  this 
worthy  ieteran^by  all  ranks  in  Ganderoleugh  which  induced 
him  to  choose  our  village  for  his  residence,  for  such  was  by  no 
means  his  original  intention. 

He  had  risen  to  tlie  rank  of  serceant-majofr  of  artillery,  by 
hard  service  in  \ahous  quarters  of  the  world,  and  was  reckoned 
one  of  the  most  tried  and  trusty  men  of  the  Scotch  Train.  A 
ball,  which  shattered  his  arm  in  a  peninsular  campaign,  at 
length  procured  him  an  honourable  discharge,  with  an  allow- 
ance from  Chelsea,  and  a  handsome  gratuity  flrom  the  patriotic 
Aind.  Moreover,  Sereeaot  More  M'Alpin  had  been  prudent  as 
well  as  valiant ;  and,  from  prize-money  and  savina,  bad  become 
roaster  of  a  small  sum  in  the  three  per  cent,  consols. 

He  retired  with  the  purpose  of  enjoving  this  income  in  the 
wild  Highland  glen,  in  which,  when  a  boy,  he  had  horded  black 
cattle  and  goau,  ere  the  roll  of  the  drum  had  made  him  cock 
his  bonnet  an  inch  higher,  and  follow  its  music  for  nearly  forty 
years.  To  his  r«^callection,  this  retired  spot  was  unparalleled  in 
beauty  by  the  richest  scenes  he  bad  visited  in  his  wandoriojgs. 
Even  the  Happy  Valley  of  Rasselas  would  have  sunk  into  nothing 
upon  the  comparison.  He  came— he  revisited  tlie  loved  scene ; 
it  was  but  a  sterile  glen,  surrounded  with  rude  crags,  and  tra- 
Tersed  by  a  northern  torrent  This  was  not  Uie  worst  The 
fires  had  been  quenched  upoti  thirty  hearths— of  the  cottage  of 
his  fathers  he  r«uld  but  distinguish  a  few  rude  stones— the  Ian- 

Etiago  was  almost  extiofuished— the  ancient  race  from  which 
e  boasted  his  descent  had  found  a  refuge  beyond  the  Attantic 
One  southland  fkrroer,  three  giay-plaided  shepherds,  and  six 
doge,  now  tenanted  the  whole  glen,  which  in  his  youth  had 
maintained,  in  content,  if  not  incompetence,  upwards  of  two 
hundred  inhabitants. 

In  the  house  of  the  new  tenant,  Sergeant  M'Alpfn  foond, 
however,  an  unexpected  source  of  pleasure,  and  a  means  of  em- 
ploying his  social  affections.  His  sister  Janet  had  fortunately 
entertained  so  strong  a  penuasion  that  her  brother  would  one 
day  return,  that  she  had  refused  to  accompany  her  kinsfolk  upon 
their  emixration.  Nay,  she  liad  consented,  though  not  without  a 
feelmg  of  degradation,  to  take  service  with  the  intruding  Low- 
lander,  who,  though  a  Saxon,  she  said,  had  proved  a  kind  man 
to  her.  This  un(>xpected  meeting  with  his  sister  seemed  a 
cure  for  all  the  disappointments  which  it  had  been  Sergeant 
More's  lot  to  encounter,  although  it  was  not  witliout  a  reluctant 
tear  that  he  heard  told,  as  a  Highland  woman  alone  could  tell 
it,  tlie  story  of  the  expatriation  of  his  kin«men. 

She  narmted  at  great  length  the  vain  offers  they  had  made  of 
adnoced  rent,  the  payment  of  which  must  have  reduced  them 
to  the  extremity  of  poverty,  which  they  were  yet  contmted  to 
flioe,  for  permission  to  live  and  die  on  their  native  sod.  Nor 
did  Janet  forget  tlie  portents  which  liad  announced  the  depar- 
ture of  the  Celtic  race,  and  the  arrival  of  the  strangers.  For  two 
years  previous  to  the  emigration,  when  the  night  wind  howled 
down  the  pass  of  Balachra,  its  notes  were  distinctly  modelled 
to  the  tune  of,  "  Ha  til  wU  ttUidh,"  (we  return  no  more.)  with 
which  the  emigrants  Ubiially  bid  rarewell  to  their  native  shores. 
The  uncouth  cries  of  the  Southland  shepherds,  and  the  barking 
of  their  dogs,  were  often  heard  in  the  mist  of  the  bills  long 
before  their  actual  arrjval.  A  bard,  the  last  of  his  race,  had 
commemorated  the  expulsion  of  the  natives  of  the  glen  in  a 
tune,  which  brought  tears  into  the  aged  eyes  of  the  veteran, 
and  of  which  the  first  stanca  may  be  thus  rendered  :— 

Wo,  wo.  •on  of  (he  Lovlsadcr, 
Why  wilt  thou  leavt  thin*  own  boony  Border  T 
Why  coaes  ihoo  hither,  cflaturbing  Um  Uichlandsr^ 
Waking  Um  glso  that  wm  once  in  fair  order  1 

What  added  to  Sergeant  More  M'Alpin's  distress  upon  the  oc- 
casion was,  that  the  chief  by  whom  this  change  had  been  effect- 
ed, was,  by  tradition  and  common  opinion,  held  to  represent  the 
ancient  leaden  and  fiithcrs  of  the  expelled  fugitives ;  and  it 
had  hitherto  been  one  of  Sergeant  Mora's  principal  subjects  of 
pride  to  prove,  by  genealogical  deduction,  in  what  degree  of 
kindred  he  stood  to  tliis  personage.  A  wonil  change  was  now 
wrought  in  his  sentiments  towards  him. 

"  I  cannot  curse  him."  he  said,  as  he  rose  and  strode  through 
the  room,  when  Janet's  narrative  was  finished— "I  will  not 
curse  him  ;  he  is  the  descendant  and  representative  of  my  Ik- 
thers.  But  never  shall  mortal  roan  hear  roe  name  his  oaroe 
again."  And  he  kept  his  word:  for.  until  his  dying  day,  no 
man  heard  him  mentioo  his  selfish  ana  hard-hearted  chieiiain. 


After  giving  a  day  to  aad  recollections,  the  hardy  spirit  whidi 
had  carried  bun  throu^  so  many  dangers,  manned  the  sergeant's 
bosom  against  this  cruel  disl^>pointmeoL  "  He  would  go,"  he 
said, "  to  Canada  to  his  kinsfolk,  where  the/  hod  Muned  a 
Transatlantic  valley  after  the  glen  of  their  nthera.    Janet," 

he  said, "  should  kilt  her  coats  like  a  leaguer  lady ;  d n  the 

distance  i  it  was  a  flea's  leap  to  the  voyages  and  maivbes  he 
had  made  on  a  slighter  occasion." 

With  this  purpose  he  left  the  Highlands,  and  came  with  his 
sister  as  far  as  Gandercleugh,  on  his  way  to  Glasgow,  to  take 
a  passage  to  Canada.  But  winter  was  now  set  m.  and  as  be 
Uiought  it  advisable  to  wait  for  a  spring  passafe,  wbea  the  8l. 
Lawrence  should  be  open,  he  eettled  among  us  Tor  a  few  months 
of  his  stay  in  Britain.  As  we  said  before,  Uie  reepectable  old 
man  met  with  deference  and  attention  ftom  all  ranks  of  society ; 
and  when  spring  returned,  he  was  so  satisfied  with  his  qua^ 
ters,  that  he  did  not  renew  the  purpose  of  his  voyage.  JaofH 
was  afraid  of  the  sea,  and  he  himself  felt  the  infirmities  of  age 
and  hard  service  more  than  he  had  at  first  expected.  And.  as 
he  confessed  to  the  clergyman,  and  my  worthy  principal,  Mr. 
Cleishbotham,  "  it  was  bettw  staying  with  kend  fHeods,  thaa 
going  (krther,  and  faring  worse." 

He  therefore  eatablislied  himself  and  his  domicile  at  Gsa- 
derclcugh,  to  the  great  satis&etion,  as  we  have  already  said,  of 
all  its  inhabitants,  to  whom  he  became,  in  respect  of  military 
intelligence,  and  able  commentaries  upon  the  newspapers,  ga- 
zettes, and  bulletins,  a  very  oracle,  explanatory  of  all  marual 
events,  past,  present,  or  to  come. 

It  is  true,  the  Sergeant  had  his  inconsistencies.  He  was  a 
steady  iacobite,  his  fatlier  and  his  four  uncles  Jiving  been  o«tt 
in  the  forty-five ;  but  he  was  a  no  less  steady  ■iMyirirt  of  Kinc 
George,  in  whose  service  he  had  made  his  IMi  fortune,  and 
lost  three  brothen ;  so  that  you  were  in  e<]Bal  danger  to  dis- 
please him,  in  terming  Prince  Charies,  the  Pretender,  or  by 
K'ing  any  thing  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  King  Georg». 
rther.  it  must  not  be  denied,  tliat  when  the  day  of^receinng 
his  dividends  came  round,  the  Sergeant  was  apt  to  tarry  longer 
at  the  Wallace  Arms  of  an  evening,  than  was  consistent 
with  strict  temperance,  or  indeed  with  his  worldly  interest : 
for  upon  these  occasions,  his  compotators  sometimes  eoatrivad 
to  flatter  his  partialities  by  singing  Jacobite  songs,  and  drink- 
injr  confusion  to  Boftaparte,  and  the  health  of  tlie  Duke  of 
Wellington,  until  the  Sergeant  was  not  only  flattered  into  pay- 
ing the  whole  reckoning,  but  occasionally  induced  to  lend  small 
sums  to  his  interested  companions.  After  such  sprays,  as  he 
called  them,  were  over,  and  his  temper  once  more  cool,  he  sel- 
dom foiled  to  thank  God,  and  the  Duke  of  York,  who  had 
made  it  much  more  difficult  for  an  old  soldier  to  ruin  himself 
by  his  folly,  than  had  been  the  case  in  his  younger  days. 

It  was  not  on  such  occasions  that  I  made  a  part  of  Sergeant 
More  M'Alpin's  society.  But  often,  when  my  leisure  would 
permit,  I  used  to  seek  him,  on  what  he  called  hie  morning  and 
evening  parade,  on  which,  when  tlie  weather  was  foir,  he  ap- 
peared as  regularly  as  if  summoned  by  tuck  of  drum.  Blis 
rooming  walk  was  beneath  the  elms  in  the  churchrard ;  "  for 
death,"  he  said,  "  had  been  his  next-door  neighbour  for  so  many 
years,  that  he  had  no  apology  for  dropping  the  acquaintance. " 
His  evening  promenade  was  on  the  bleaching-green  by  the 
river-side,  wbiera  he  was  sometimes  to  be  seen  on  an  opa 
beoch^  with  spectacles  on  nose,  conning  over  the  newspapers 
to  0  circle  of  village  politicians,  explaining  military  terms,  uid 
aiding  the  comprehension  of  his  hearers  by  lines  d^wn  on  the 
ground  with  the  end  of  his  rattan.  On  other  occasions,  he  was 
nirrounded  by  a  bevy  of  school-boys,  whom  he  sometimes  drfll* 
ed  to  the  manual,  and  sometimes,  with  less  approbation  on 
the  part  of  their  parents,  instructed  in  the  mvstery  of  artificial 
fire-works  ;  for  m  the  case  of  pubHc  r«>joicinfs,  the  Sergeant 
was  pyrotechnist  (as  the  Encyclopedia  calls  it)  to  the  vulafS 
of  Gandercleugh. 

It  was  in  his  morning  walk  that  I  moat  ftequently  met  with 
the  veteran.    And  I  can  hardly  yet  look  upon  the  village  fool- 

rath,  overshadowed  by  the  row  of  lofty  elms,  without  thinking 
see  his  upright  form  advancing  towards  roe  with  measured 
stop,  and  his  cane  advanced,  ready  to  pay  roe  the  military 
salute— but  he  is  dead,  and  sleeps  with  his  fkithftil  JaneL 
under  the  third  of  those  very  trees,  counting  ttmu  the  stile  at 
the  west  comer  of  the  churchyard. 

The  delight  which  I  had  in  Sergeant  M'Alpin's  converaatioo, 
related  not  only  to  his  own  adventures,  of  whicJi  he  had  en- 
countered many  in  the  course  of  a  wandering  lift,  but  also  le 
his  recollection  of  numerous  Highland  traditions,  in  which  hie 
youth  had  been  instructed  by  his  parents,  and  of  which  he 
would  in  after  life  have  deemed  itakind  or  heresy  to  quesCi<m 
the  authenticity.  Many  of  these  belonged  to  the  wan  of 
Montrose,  in  which  some  of  the  Serreant's  ancestry  had,  il 
seems,  taken  a  distinguished  part  It  has  happened,  thai, 
althouch  these  civil  commotions  reflect  the  highest  hoooar 
upon  the  Highlanders,  Ming  indeed  the  firat  occasion  «poa 
which  they  showed  themselves  superior,  or  even  equal  to 
their  Lowcountry  neighbours  in  military  enooonlere,  th^  have 
been  less  commemorated  among  them  than  any  one  would 
have  expected,  judging  ftvm  the  abundance  of  traditi<nis  which 
they  have  presor>-ud  upon  less  interesting  subjects.  It  was, 
therefore,  with  great  pleasure,  that  I  extracted  fh>m  my  military 
(Kend  some  curious  particulan  respecting  that  time ;  they  are 
mixed  with  that  measure  of  the  wild  anawonderftil  which  be- 
longs to  the  period  and  the  narrator,  but  which  I  do  not  in  the 
least  object  to  the  reader's  treating  with  disbelief,  providing  be 
will  be  so  good  as  give  implicit  credit  to  the  natural  events  of 
the  story,  which,  like  all  those  which  I  have  had  the  IMoowto 
put  under  bis  notice,  actually  rest  upon  a  basis  of  truth. 


A  LEGEND  OF  MONTROSE. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Sodi  as  do  boild  tbnt  faitb  upon 
The  holy  teztof  pike  and  tun, 
DttUt  ul  oontroveraies  by 
lalUlJbie  artillery. 
Aod  itfove  their  doctrine  orthodox, 
Bj  apoftolic  blows  and  knocks. 


BUTLXR. 


It  was  duno^  the  period  of  that  great  and  bioody 
CiTfl  War  which  agitated  Britain  during  tne  seven- 
teenth oeotoiv,  that  our  tale  has  its  commencement. 
Scptlind  had  as  yet  remained  free  from  the  raTagee 
of  intesiine  war,  although  its  inhabitants  were  much 
divided  io  political  opinions ;  and  many  of  them, 
med  of  the  control  of  the  Estates  of  Parhament,  and 
oiaapproTing  of  the  bold  measure  which  they  had 
adopted,  by  sending  into  England  a  large  army  to  the 
UMStaooe  of  the  Parliament  were  determined  on 
tbeirpart  to  eaS»ace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  de- 
daxins  for  the  King,  and  makins  such  a  diversion  as 
noold,  at  least  compell  the  recall  of  Greneral  Leslie's 
inny  out  of  EngUmd,  if  it  did  not  recovar  a  great 
part  of  Scotland  to  the  King's  allegiance.  This  plan 
was  chiefly  adopted  by  the  northern  nobility,  who  had 
retisted  with  great  obstinacy  the  adoption  of  the  So- 
iono  League  and  Covenant,  and  by  many  of  the 
chieb  of  the  Highland  dans,  who  eonceived  their 
uiberest  and  authority  to  be  connected  with  royalty, 
who  had,  besides,  a  decided  aversion  to  the  Presby- 
tenan  form  of  rdigion,  and  who,  finally,  were  in  that 
half  savage  state  of  society,  in  which  war  is  always 
more  welcome  than  peace. 

Great  commotions  were  generally  expected  to  arise 
nom  these concurr«)t  causes;  and  the  trade  of  incur- 
noa  and  depredatioii|  which  the  Scotch  Highlanders 
at  aB  times  exercised  upon  the  Lowlands,  began  to 
■SBDBM  a  more  steady^  avowed,  and  systematieform, 
^ J«rt  of  a  oeneral  military  system. 

Those  at  the  head  of  affatn  were  not  insensible  to 
the  peril  of  the  moment,  and  anxiously  made  prepa- 
rauons  to  meet  and  to  re^  it.  They  considered, 
howe?er,  with  satisfaction,  that  no  leader  or  name 
of  eoDsequenoe  had  as  yet  aiH>eared  to  assemble  an 
annv  of  rmlists,  or  even  to  direct  the  eflbrts  of  those 
desiUtory  bands,  whom  love  of  plunder,  perhaps,  as 
much  as  political  principle,  had  hurriedf  into  mea- 
nres  of  hostilijy.    It  was  generally  hoped  that  the 

nterins  a  sumcient  number  of  troops  in  the  Low- 
8  adjacent  to  the  Highland  line,  would  have  the 
eftct  of  restraining  the  mountain  chieftains :  while 
the  power  of  various  barons  in  the  north,  who  had 
^flosed  the  Covenant,  as,  for  example,  the  Earl 
juresehal,  the  great  famUies  of  Forbeis,  Leslie,  and 
Irme,  the  Grants,  and  other  Presbvterian  clans, 
midu counterbalance  and  bridle,  not  only  the  strengftn 
<^f  we  Onirics  and  other  cavaliers  of  Angus  and  Kin- 
caraine^  hot  even  the  potent  family  of  the  Gordons, 
whose  extensive  aathonty  was  only  equalled  by  their 
extreme  dislike  to  the  Presbyterian  model. 

In  the  West  Highlands  the  niltng  party  numbered 
^any  enemies ;  but  the  power  of  these  disaffected 
darn  was  supposed  to  be  broken,  and  the  spirit  of 
theff  chieftains  intimidated,  by  the  predommating 
inmiaice  of  the  Marquis  of  Argyle,  upon  whom  the 
eonfidenee  of  the  Convention  of  Estates  was  reposed 
with  the  utmost  security;  and  whose  power  in  the 
HigfalandaL  already  exorbitant  had  been  still  further 
^rased  by  concessions  extorted  from  the  King  at 
toe  last  pacmcarion.  It  was  indeed  well  known  that 
Argyle  was  a  man  rather  of  political  enterprise  than 
personal  courage,  and  better  calculated  to  manage 
ta  intrigue  of  states  than  to  control  the  tribes  of  hos- 
ule  moontaineers ;  yet  the  numbers  of  his  clan,  and 
the  spirit  of  ^  gallant  gentlemen  by  whom  it  was 


led  might,  it  was  supposed,  atone  for  the  personal 
deficiencies  of  their  chief ;  and  as  the  Campbells  had 
aheady  severely  humbled  seiKralof  the  neinibouring 
tribes,  it  was  supposed  these  would  not  readily  again 
provoke  and  encounter  with  a  body  so  powerful. 

Thus  having  at  their  command  the  whole  west  and 
south  of  Scotland^  indisputably  the  richest  part  of  the 
kingdotn.— Fifeshire  bemg  in  a  peculiar  manner  their 
own.  and  possessing  many  and  powerful  friends  even 
norm  of  the  Forth  and  Tay,— tne  Scottish  Conven- 
tion of  Estates  saw  no  danger  sufficient  to  induce 
them  to  alter  the  line  of  policy  they  had  adopted,  or 
to  recall  from  the  assistance  of  theu:  brethren  of  the 
English  Pariiament  that  auxiliarv  army  of  twenty 
thousand  men,  by  means  of  wnich  accession  of 
strength,  the  King's  party  had  been  reduced  to  the 
defensive,  when  in  fhlf  career  of  triumph  and  success. 

The  causes  which  moved  the  Convention  of  Estates 
at  this  time  to  take  such  an  immediate  and  active 
interest  in  the  civil  war  of  England,  are  detailed  in 
our  historiaae,  but  may  be  here  shortly  recapitulated. 
They  had  indeed  no  new  injury  or  aggression  to  com- 
plain of  at  the  hand  of  the  Kteg,  and  die  peace  which 
had  been  made  between  Charles  and  his  subjects  of 
Scotland  had  been  carefully  observed ;  but  the  Scot- 
tish rulers  were  well  aware  that  this  peace  had  been 
extorted  from  the  King,  as  well  by  tne  influence  of 
the  parliamentary  party  in  England,  as  by  the  terror 
of  tneir  own  arms.  It  is  true,  King  Charles  had 
since  then  risited  the  capital  of  his  ancient  kingdom, 
had  assented  to  ths  new  organization  of  the  church, 
and  had  distributed  honours  and  rewards  among  the 
leaders  of,  the  party  which  had  shown  themselves 
most  hostile  to  his  interests ;  but  it  was  suspected 
that  distinctions  so  unwilliagly  conferred  would  be 
resumed  as  soon  as  opportumty  ofiered.  The  low 
state  of  the  Englirii  Parliament  was  seen  in  Scotland 
with  deep  aporehension ;  and  it  was  concluded,  that 
should  Charles  triumph  by  fores  of  arms  against  his 
insurgent  subjects  of  England,  he  would  not  be  long 
in  exacting  from  the  Scotch  thd  vengeance  which  he 
might  suppose  due  to  those  who  hao^set  the  example 
of  taking  up  arms  aj^inst  him.  Such  was  the  policy 
of  the  measure  which  dictated  the  sending  the  aux- 
iliary army  into  England :  and  it  was  avowed  in  a 
manifesto  explanatory  of  their  reasons  for  giving  this 
timely  aiuji  imjportant  aid  to  the  Enslish  Parliament. 
The  English  Parliament,  they  said,  nad  been  already 
friendly  to  them,  and  might  be  so  again  {  whereas  the 
King,  although  he  had  so  lately  established  religion 
among  them  according  to  their  desires,  had  given 
them  no  ground  to  confide  in  his  royal  declaration, 
seeinjg  they  had  found  his  promises  and  actions  in- 
consistent with  each  other.  "  Our  conscience,"  they 
concluded,  "  and  Gk>d,  who  is  gi^ter  than  our  con- 
science, beareth  as  record,  that  we  aim  altogether  at 
the  gloiy  of  God,  peace  of  both  nations,  ana  honour 
of  the  King,  in  suppressing  and  punishing  in  a  legal 
way,  those  who  are  the  troublers  of  Israel,  the  fire- 
brands of  hell,  the  Korahs,  the  Balaams,  the  Doegs, 
the  Rabshakeha^  the  Hamans,  the  Tobiah8,the  San- 
ballats  of  our  time ;  which  done,  we  are  satisfied. 
Neither  have  we  begun  to  lise  a  military  expedition 
to  England  as  a  mean  for  compassing  those  our 
pious  ends,  until  all  other  means  which  we  could 
think  upon  have  failed  us :  and  this  alone  is  left  to 
UB,  uUimum  et  unicum  remtdium^  the  last  and  only 
remedy." 

Leering  it  to  casuists  to  determine  whether  one 
contracting  party  is  Justified  in  breaking  a  solemn 
treaty,  upon  the  suspicion  that,  in  certain  future  con- 
tingencies, it  might  be  infringed  by  the  o^er,  we  shaU 
proceed  to  mention  two  other  circumstances  that  had 
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at  least  egual  influence  with  the  Scottish  rulers  and 
nation,  with  any  doubts  which  they  entertained  of  the 
King's  good  £iith. 

The  nrst  of  these  was  the  nature  and  condition  of 
their  army ;  headed  by  a  poor  and  discontented  nobi- 
Htv.  under  whom  it  was  officered  chiefly  by  Scottish 
soldiers  of  fortune,  who  had  served  m  the  German 
wars  until  they  had  lost  almost  all  distinction  of  poU- 
tical  principle,  and  even  of  country,  in  the  adoption  of 
the  mercenary  faith,  that  a  soldier's  principal  duty 
was  fidelity  to  the  state  or  sovereign  firom  whom  he 
received  his  pay,  without  respect  ather  to  the  justice 
dr  the  quarrel,  or  to  their  own  connexion  with  either 
of  the  contending  parties.  To  men  of  this  stamp, 
Grodus  appUes  the  severe  character— Au^m  vita 
genu*  ett  trnprobiusy  quam  eorurrij  ^i  sine  eauate 
respechi  mereede  conditetiy  mUitani.  To  these  mer- 
cenary soldiers,  as  well  as  to  the  needy  gentry  with 
whom  they  were  mixed  in  command,  aiKlwho  easily 
imbibed  the  same  opinions,  the  success  of  the  late 
short  invasion  of  England  in  1641  was  a  sufficient 
reason  for  renewing  so  profitable  an  experiment.  The 
good  pay  and  free  quarters  of  En^and  had  made  a 
Keling  impression  upon  the  recollection  of  these  mili- 
tanr  adventurers,^  and  the  prospect  of  again  levying 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a-day,  came  in  place  or 
au  arguments,  whether  of  state  or  of  morality. 

Another  cause  inflamed  the  minds  of  the  nation  at 
large,  no  less  than  the  tempting  prospect  of  the  wealth 
of  England  animated  the  soldiery*  So  much  had 
been  written  and  said  on  either  side  concerning  the 
form  of  church  government,  that  it  had  become  a 
matter  of  infinitely  more  consequence  in  the  eyes  of 
the  multitude  than  the  doctrines  of  that  gospel  which 
both  churches  had  embraced.  The  Prelatists  and 
Presbyterians  of  the  more  violent  kind  became  as 
illiberal  as  the  Papists,  and  would  scarcelv  allow  the 
possibUity  of  salvation  beyond  the  pale  of  their  ren>ec- 
tive  churches.  It  was  in  vain  remarked  to  these 
sealots,  that  had  the  Author  of  our  holy  religion  con- 
SKiered  any  peculiar  form  of  church  government  as 
essential  to  salvation^  it  would  have  been  revealed 
with  the  same  precision  as  under  the  Old  Testament 
dispensation.  Both  parties  continued  as  violent  as  if 
they  could  have  pleaded  the  distinct  commands  of 
Heaven  Xo  jusufy  theip  intolerance.  Laud,  in  the 
days  of  his  domination,  had  fired  the  train,  by  attempt- 
ing to  impose  upon  the  Scottish  people  church  cere- 
monies foreign  to  their  habits  and  opinions.  The  suc- 
cess with  which  this  had  been  resisted,  and  the  Pres- 
byterian model  substituted  in  its  place,  had  endeared 
the  latter  to  the  nation,  as  the  cause  in  which  they 
had  triumphed.  The  Solemn  League  and  Covenant, 
adopted  with  such  zeal  by  the  greater  part  of  the 
kingdom,  and  by  them  forced,  at  the  sword's  point, 
upon  the  others,  bore  in  its  oosom,  as  its  principal 
object,  the  establishing  the  doctrine  and  disapline  of 
the  Presbvterian  church,  and  the  putting  down  all 
error  and  heresy :  and  having  attained  for  th^  own 
country  an  establishment  of  this  golden  candlestick, 
the  Scots  became  liberally  and  fraternally  anxious  to 
erect  the  same  in  England.  This  they  conceived 
might  be  easily  attainedoy  lending  to  the  Parliament 
the  eflectual  assistance  of  the  Scottish  forces.  The 
Presbyterians,  a  numerous  and  powerful  partv  in  the 
English  ParUament,  had  hitherto  taken  the  lead  in 
opposition  to  the  King ;  while  the  Independents  and 
other  sectaries,  who  afterwards,  under  CromweljL  re- 
sumed the  power  of  the  sword,  and  overset  the  Pres- 
byterian model  both  in  Scotland  and  England,  were 
as  yet  contented  to  lurk  under  the  shelter  of  the 
wealthier  and  more  powerful  party.  The  prospect  of 
bringing  to  a  uniformity  the  kingdoms  of  England 
and  Scotland  in  discipline  and  worshq),  seemed  there- 
fore as  fair  as  it  was  desirable. 

The  celebrated  Sir  Henry  Vane,  one  of  the  oom- 
niissioners  who  negotiated  the  alliance  betwixt  Eng- 
land and  Scotland^  saw  the  influence  which  this  bait 
had  upon  the  spints  of  those  with  whom  he  dealt ; 
and  although  himself  a  violent  Independent,  he  con- 
tnved  at  once  to  gratify  and  to  elude  the  eager  desires 
of  the  Presbyterians,  by  qualifying  the  obligation  to 
nfonn  the  Church  of  England,  as  a  change  to  be  ex- 
ecuted   according  to  the  word  of  God,  and  the  best 


reformed  churches.'*  Deceived  by  their  own  eager- 
ness, themselves  entertaining  no  doubts  on  the  Jus 
Divxnum  of  their  own  ecclesiastical  estaUishments, 
and  not  holding  it  possible  such  doubts  could  be 
adopted  by  others,  the  Conventk>n  of  Estates  and  the 
Kirk  of  Scotland  conceived.,  that  such  expressbns 
necessanly  inferred  the  establishment  of  Presbytery; 
nor  were  they  undeceived,  imtil,  when  their  help  was 
no  longer  needful,  the  sectaries  gave  them  to  under- 
stand, that  the  phrase  might  be  as  well  appUed  to  In- 
dependency, or  any  other  mode  of  worship,  which 
those  who  were  at  the  head  of  affairs  at  the  time 
might  consider  as  agreeable  *'  to  the  word  of  God, 
ana  the  practice  of  the  reformed  churches."  Neither 
were  the  outwitted  Scottish  less  astonished  to  find, 
that  the  desi^s  of  the  EngUsh  sectaries  struck  against 
the  monarchial  constitution  of  Britain,  it  having  been 
then*  intention  to  reduce  the  power  of  the  King,  but 
by  no  means  to  abrogate  the  office.  They  fiired,  now- 
ever,  in  this  respect^  uke  rash  physicians,  who  com- 
mence by  over-physicking  a  patient,  until  he  is  reduced 
to  a  state  of  weakness,  from  which  cordials  are  after- 
wards unable  to  recover  him. 

But  these  events  were  still  in  the  womb  of  futurity. 
As  yet  the  Scottish  Parhament  held  their  erigagement 
with  England  consistent  with  justice,  pru^noe,  and 
piety,  and  their  military  imdertaking  seemed  to  suc- 
ceed to  their  very  wish.  The  junction  of  the  Scot- 
tish army  with  those  of  Fairfax  and  Manchester,  en- 
abled the  Parliamentary  forces  to  besiege  YoriL.  and 
to  fight  the  desperate  action  of  Long-Marston  Moor, 
in  which  Prince  Rupert  and  the  Marquis  ai  Newc^tk 
were  defeated.  The  Scottish  auxiliaries,  indeed,  had 
less  of  the  glory  of  this  victory  than  their  country- 
men couki  desire.  David  Leslie,  with  their  cavalrr, 
fought  bravely,  and  to  them,  as  well  as  to  Cromwdrs 
brigade  of  Independents  the  honour  of  the  day  be- 
longed ;  but  the  old  Earl  of  Leven,  the  covenanting 
general,  was  driven  out  of  the  field  by  the  impetnom 
charge  of  Prince  Rupert,  and  was  thirty  miles  distant 
in  full  flight  towards  Scotland,  when  he  was  over- 
taken by  the  news  that  his  party  had  gained  a  com- 
plete victory. 

The  absMioe  of  these  auxiUary  troops,  vcpon  this 
crusade  for  the  establishment  of  Pi^esbjrterianism  in 
fingland,  had  considerably  diminished  the  power  of 
the  Convention  of  Estates  in  Scotland,  and  hsd 
given  rise  to  those  agitations  among  the  anti-cOve- 
nanters,  which  we  have  noticed  at  the  beginnii^  of 
this  chapter. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Hit  motb«r  eoiild  for  him  ai  endl«  Mt 
Her  husband'!  nutr  Inm  conelet ; 
Whose  janf  linf  tound  coold  hmh  her  babe  le  net. 
That  neyer  plain'd  of  his  uneaij  ne«t : 
Then  did  he  dream  of  dreary  wan  at  rtand. 
And  woke,  and  foaffht,  and  won,  ere  he  coold  etand. 

HAix'sSsdnc 

It  was  towards  the  close  of  a  summer's  eveoiiig, 
during  the  anxious  period  which  we  have  commemo- 
rated, that  a  young  gentleman  of  miality,  well  mount- 
ed and  armed,  and  accompanied  by  two  servanti, 
one  of  whom  led  a  sumpter  horsiL  rode  slowly  ro 
one  of  those  steep  passes,  by  which  the  HigblaiMU 
are  accessible  from  the  Lowlands  of  Perthshire.* 
Their  course  had  lain  for  some  time  alonir  die  banks 
of  a  lake,  whose  deep  waters  reflected  the  crimsoa 
beams  of  the  western  sun.  The  broken  path  which 
they  pursued  with  some  difiSculty,  was  in  some  places 
shaded  by  ancient  birches  and  oax-trees.  and  in  otherf 
overhung  by  fhigments  of  huge  rock.  Elsewhere,  the 
hill,  which  formed  the  northern  side  of  this  beautifiit 
sheet  of  water,  arose  in  steep,  but  less  precipitoo 
acclivity,  and  was  arrayed  in  heath  of  tne  darkest 
purple.  In  the  present  times,  a  scene  so  nrniantit 
woiild  have  been  judged  to  possess  the  highest  channs 
for  the  traveller ;  but  those  who  journey  in  days  of 
doubt  and  dread,  pay  little  attention  to  pictmesijiie 
scenery. 

The  master  kept,  as  often  as  the  wood  permitteii 
abreast  of  one  or  both  of  his  domartics,  arid  weemA 

*  The  bemtifbl  paw  of  Leny.  near  Callender.  in  MeoteHh. 
wottW,  in  aana  raapecta,  anawar  the  deicnption. 
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ewnesdy  to  conTerse  with  them,  probably  because 
the  distmctions  of  rank  are  readur  set  aside  among 
thoae  who  are  made  to  be  sharers  of  common  danw. 
The  dispositions  of  the  leading  men  who  inhabit  this 
wild  country,  and  the  probability  of  their  taking  part 
in  the  political  convulsions  that  were  soon  expected, 
were  the  subjects  of  their  conversation. 

They  had  not  advanced  above  half  way  im  the  lake, 
and  the  young  gentlemali  was  pointing  to  his  atten« 
danta  the  mot  where  their  intended  road  turned  north- 
wards, and,  leaving  the  verge  of  the  loch,  ascended 
a  ravine  to  the  right  hancL  when  thev  discovered  a 
single  horseman  coming  aown  the  shore,  as  if  to 
meet  them.  The  gleam  of  the  sunbeams  upon  his 
haKl-piece  and  corslet  showed  that  he  was  in  armour, 
and  the  purpose  of  the  other  travellers  required  that 
he  ahoald  not  pass  unquestioned.  "  We  must  know 
who  he  is,"  said  the  young  gentleman,  "  and  whither 
he  ia  going."  And  patting  spurs  to  his  horse,  he  rode 
forwtfd  as  fast  as  the  rugged  state  of  the  road  would 
permit,  followed  bv  his  two  attendants,  until  he 
reached  the  point  wiiere  the  pass  along  the  side  of 
the  take  was  intersected  by  that  which  descended 
from  the  ravine,  securing  thus  against  the  possibility 
of  the  stranger  eludbg  them,  by  turning  into  the  lat- 
ter road  before  they  came  up  with  them. 

The  single  horseman  had  mended  his  pace^  when 
he  first  observed  the  three  riders  advance  rapidly  to- 
wards bira :  but  when  he  saw  them  halt  and  form  a 
front,  which  completely  occimied  the  path,  he  checked 
his  horse,  and  auvancid  with  great  deliberation ;  so 
that  each  party  had  an  opportunity  to  take  a  fiill  sur- 
vey of  the  other.  The  solitary  stranger  was  mounted 
rti  an  able  horse,  fit  for  military  service,  and  for 
greet  weight  which  he  had  to  carrv,  and  hia  rider 
occaiiied  his  demipique,  or  war-saddla  with  an  air 
that  showed  it  was  ms  familiar  seat.  He  had  a  bright 
btimished  head-piece,  with  a  plume  of  feathers,  to- 
attber  with  a  cmrass,  thick  enough  to  resist  a  mus- 
Ret'ball,  and  a  back-piece  of  li(diter  materials.  These 
defensive  arms  he  wore  over  a  buff  jerkin,  along  with 
a  pair  of  gantlets,  or  steel  gloves,  the  tops  of  which 
reeched  up  to  his  elbow,  and  which,  like  the  rest  of 
his  armour,  were  of  bright  steel.  At  the  front  of  his 
military  saddle  hung  a  case  of  pistols,  far  beyond  the 
ordinary  size,  nearly  two  feet  in  length,  and  carrying 
bullets  of  twenty  to  the  pound.  A  buif  belt,  with  a 
broad^  alver  buckle,  sustained  on  one  side  a  long 
*u  donhle-edged  broadsword,  with  a  strong 
,  and  a  blade  colculsted  either  to  strike  or  push. 

„  the  right  side  hui^  a  da^i^er  of  about  eighteen 
inches  in  length;  a  sboulderHbelt  sustained  at  his 
back  a  mnsketoon  or  blunderbuss,  and  was  crossed 
bv  a  bandelier  containing  his  char»ss  of  ammunition. 
Thigh-pieces  of  steel,  then  termed  taslets,  met  the 
tope  of  his  huge  jack-hoots,  and  completed  the  equi- 
puge  of  a  well-armed  trooper  of  the  period. 

The  appearance  of  the  horseman  himself  corres- 
ponded well  vrith  his  mihtary  equipage,  to  which  he 
had  the  air  of  having  been  long  inured.  He  was 
above  die  middle  sizoi  and  of  strength  sufficient  to 
bear  with  ease  the  weight  of  his  weapons,  offensive 
and  deCeoflive.  His  age  might  be  forty  and  upwards, 
and  his  countenance  was  that  of  a  resolute  weather- 
beaten  veteran,  who  had  seen  many  fields,  and  brought 
awav  in  token  more  than  one  scar.  At  the  distance 
of  aoout  thirty  yards  he  halted  and  stood  fast,  rais- 
ed himself  on  his  stirrups,  as  if  to  reconnoitre  and 
ascertain  the  purpose  of  the  opposite  party,  and 
broa|dit  his  miusketoon  under  his  rmit  arm,  i^y  for 
uee,  tf  occasion  should  require  it  In  every  thing  but 
numbers,  he  had  the  advantage  of  those  who  seoned 
inclined  to  interrupt  his  passage. 

The  leader  of  the  party  was,  indeed^  well  mounted 
and  clad  in  a  buff  coat,  richly  embroidered,  the  half- 
mibtary  dress  of  the  period ;  but  his  domestics  had 
only  coaree  jackets  of  thick  felt,  which  could  scarce 
be  expected  to  turn  the  edge  or  a  sword  if  wielded 
by  a  strong  man ;  and  none  of  them  had  any  wea- 
pons^ save  swords  and  pistols,  without  which  gentle* 
oeo,  or  their  attendants,  during  those disturbedtimes, 
aildom  stirred  abroad. 

Vfhen  they  had  stood  at  gaze  for  about  a  minute, 
tka  yomger  gentlemaji  gave  the  challengs  which  was 


then  common  in  the  mouth  of  all  strangers  who  met 
in  such  ciroumstance»~"For  whom  are  you?" 

" Tell  me  firet,"  answered  the  soldier,  "for  whom 
are  you  ?— the  strongest  party  should  speak  first." 

"  We  are  for  Ood  and  King  Charles,"  answered  the 
firet  speaker.— "Now  tell  your  facUoo,  you  know 

OlffS." 

"I  am  for  God  and  my  standard,"  answered  the 
single  horseman. 

'And  for  which  standard  ?"  repUed  the  chief  of  the 
other  part]r— "  Cavalier  or  Roundhead,  King  or  Con- 
vention?** 

"  By  my  troth,  sir,"  answered  the  soldier,  "  I  would 
be  loath  to  r^Iy  to  you  with  an  imtruth,  as  a  thing  un- 
becoming a  cavalier  of  fortune  and  a  soldier.  Kit  to 
answer  your  query  with  beseeming  veracity,  it  is  ne- 
cessary I  shomd  myself  have  resolved  to  whilk  of  the 
present  divisions  of  the  kingdom  I  shall  ultimately 
adhere,  being  a  matter  whereon  my  mind  is  not  as 
yet  preceeselv  ascertained." 

"  I  should  have  thought,"  answersd  the  gentleman, 

that,  when  loyalty  and  religion  are  at  stake,  no  gen- 
tleman or  man  of  honour  could  be  long  in  choosing 
his  party." 

"Truly,  sir,"  replied  the  trooper,  "if  ye  speak  this 
in  the  way  of  viiuperatioiL  as  meaning  to  impugn 
my  honour  or  genieelity,  I  would  bhthely  put  the 
same  to  issue,  venturing  in  that  quarrel  with  my 
single  person  against  you  three.  But  if  you  speak  it 
in  the  way  ef  logical  ratiocination,  whilk  I  have  stu- 
died in  my  youth  at  the  Mareschal-College  of  Aber- 
deen, I  am  ready  to  prove  to  ye  h^icf,  that  my  reso- 
lution to  defer,  for  a  certain  season,  the  taking  upon 
me  either  of  these  quarrels,  not  only  becometh  me  as 
a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour,  but  also  as  a  per- 
son of  sense  and  prudence,  one  imbued  with  humane 
lettere  in  his  early  vouth,  and  who,  from  thencefor- 
ward, has  foUowed  the  ware  under  the  banner  of  the 
invincible  Gustavus,  the  Lion  of  the  North,  and  im- 
der  many  other  heroic  leaders,  both  Lutheran  and 
Calvinists,  Papist  and  Arminian." 

After  exchanging  a  word  or  two  with  his  domestics, 
the  younger  gentleman  replied,  "  I  should  be  glad, 
sh*,  to  have  some  conversation  with  you  upon  so  in- 
teresting a  question,  and  should  be  proud  ii  I  can  de- 
termine you  in  favour  of  the  cause  1  have  myself 
espoused.  I  ride  this  evening  to  a  friend's  house  not 
three  miles  distant,  whither,  u  you  clioose  to  accom- 
pany me,  you  shall  have  good  qaartere  for  the  nigh^ 
and  free  permission  to  take  your  own  road  in  the 
morning,  if  you  then  feel  no  inclination  to  join  with  us.*' 

"Whose  word  am  I  to  take  for  this?"  answered 
the  cautious  soldier—"  A  man  must  know  his  gua- 
rantee, or  he  may  fall  into  an  ambuscade.** 

"I  am  called,"  answered  the  younger  stran^r, 
"  the  Earl  of  Menteith,  and,  I  trust,  you  will  receive 
my  honour  as  a  sufficient  security.*^ 

"A  worthy  nobleman,"  answered  the  soldier, 
"  whose  parole  is  not  to  be  doubted."  With  one  mo- 
tion he  replaced  his  musketoon  at  his  back,  and  with 
another  made  his  mihtary  sajute  to  the  young  noble- 
man, and  continuing  to  talk  as  he  rode  forward  to 
join  him— "And  I  trust,**  said  he,  "my  own  assu- 
rance, that  I  will  be  bon  damarado  to  your  lordship 
in  peace  or  in  periL  during  the  time  we  shall  abide  to- 
gether, will  not  be  altogether  vilipended  in  these 
doubtnd  times,  when,  as  they  say,  a  man's  head  is 
safer  in  a  steel-cap  than  in  a  marole  palace.'* 

"  I  assure  you,  sir,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "  that  to 
judge  from  your  appearance,  I  most  highly  value  the 
advanta^  of  your  escort ;  but,  I  trust,  we  shall  have 
no  oecasion  for  any  exereise  of  valour,  as  I  expect 
to  conduct  you  to  good  and  friendly  quarters." 

"  Good  quarters,  my  lord,"  repUed  the  soldier,  "  are 
always  acceptable  and  are  only  to  be  postponed  to 
good  pay  or  good  booty,— not  to  mention  the  honour 
of  a  cavalier,  or  the  needful  points  of  commanded 
duty.  And  truly,  my  lord,  vour  noble  profier  is  not 
the  less  welcome  in  that  I  knew  not  preceesely  this 
night  where  I  and  my  poor  compamon**  (patting  his 
horse)  "  were  to  find  lodgments.^* 

"  Hay  I  be  permittea  to  adt,  then,*'  said  Lord 
Menteith,  "to  whom  I  have  the  good  forttme  to 
stand  quarter-master  T* 
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"Truly,  mylordi"  said  the  trooper,  "my  name  is 
Dalgetty— Dugald  Dalgetty,  Ritt-master  Dugald  Dal- 
getty  of  Drumihwacket,  at  your  honourable  service 
to  command.  It  ia  a  name  you  may  have  seen  in 
Qallo  Bdgicus,  the  Swedish  InUUigencer.  or,  if  you 
read  Hig^  Dutch,  in  the  Flitsenden  Mercoeur  of 
Leipsic.  My  father,  my  lord,  naving  by  unthrifty 
courses  reduced  a  fair  patrimony  to  a  nonentity.  I 
had  no  better  shift,  when  I  was  eighteen  years  auld, 
than  to  carry  the  learning  whilk  I  had  acquired  at 
the  Mareschal-College  of  Aberdeen,  my  gentle  bluid 
and  designation  of  Drumthwacket,  together  with  a 
pair  of  stalworth  arms,  and  legs  conform,  to  the 
German  wars,  there  to  push  my  way  as  a  cavalier 
of  fortime.  My  lord,  my  legs  and  lirms  stood  me  in 
more  stead  than  either  my  gentle  kin  or  my  book- 
lear,  and  I  found  myself  trailing  a  pike  as  a  private 
gentleman  under  old  Sir  Ludovick  Leslie,  where  I 
learned  the  rules  of  service  so  tightly,  that  I  will  not 
forget  them  in  a  hurry.  Sir,  I  nave  been  made  to 
stand  guard  eight  hours,  being  from  twelve  at  noon 
to  eight  o'clock  of  the  night,  at  the  palace,  armed 
with  back  and  breast,  head-piece  and  bracelets, 
being  iron  to  the  teeth,  in  a  bitter  frosL  and  the  ice 
was  as  hard  as  ever  was  flint :  and  all  for  stopping 
an  instant  to  speak  to  my  landlady,  when  I  should 
have  gone  to  roll-call." 

"  And,  doubtless,  sir,"  replied  Lord  Menteith,  "  you 
have  gone  through  some  not  service,  as  well  as  this 
same  cold  duty  you  talk  of  1" 

"  Surely,  mv  lord,  it  doth  not  become  me  to  speak ; 
but  he  that  bath  seen  the  fields  of  Leipsic  and  of 
Lutzen,  may  be  said  to  have  seen  pitched  battles. 
And  one  who  hath  witnessed  the  intaking  of  Frank- 
fort, and  Spanheim,  and  Nuremberg,  and  so  forth, 
should  know  somewhat  about  leaguers,  storms,  on- 
slau^ts  and  outfalls." 

"  But  your  merit,  sir,  and  experience,  were  doubt- 
less followed  by  promotion  1" 

"It  came  slow,  my  lord,  dooms  slow,"  replied 
Dalgetty;  "but  as  my  Scottish  countrymen,  the 
fathers  of  the  war,  and  the  raisers  of  those  valorous 
Scottish  regiments  that  were  the  dread  of  GJermany. 
b€«an  to  fall  pretty  thick,  what  with  pestilence  and 
what  with  the  sword,  why  we,  their  children,  suc- 
ceeded to  their  inheritance.  Sir,  I  was  six  years  first 
1>rivate  gentleman  of  the  company,  and  three  years 
ance  speisade ;  disdaining  to  receive  a  halberd,  as 
unbecoming  my  birth,  wherefore  I  was  ultimately 
promoted  to  be  a  fahn-dragger,  as  the  High  Dutch 
call  it,  (which  signifies  an  ancient.)  in  the  King's 
Leif  Regiment  of  Black  Horse,  and  thereafter  I  arose 
to  be  lieutenant  and  ritt-master^under that  invincible 
monarch,  the  bulwark  of  the  Protestant  fiuth,  the 
lion  of  the  North,  the  terror  of  Austria,  Grustavus 
the  Victorious." 

"And  vet,  if  I  understand  you,  Captain  Dal^tty,— 
I  think  that  rank  corresponds  with  your  foreign  title 
of  ritt-mast«T" 

"  The  same  grade  preccesely,"  answered  Dalgetty ; 
"  ritt-master  signifying  nterally  file-leader."^ 

"  I  was  observing,"  continued  Lord  Menteith,  "  that 
if  I  understood  yoa  right,  you  bad  left  the  service  of 
this  great  Prince." 

"It  was  after  his  death— it  was  after  his  death,  sir," 
said  Dalgetty,  "  when  I  was  in  no  shape  boimd  to 
continue  mine  adherence.  There  are  things,  my  lord, 
in  that  service,  that  cannot  but  go  against  the  sto- 
mach of  any  cavalier  of  honour.  In  especial,  albeit 
the  pay  be  none  of  the  most  superabundant,  being 
only  about  sixty  dollars  a-month  to  a  ritt-master.  yet 
the  invincible  (jrustavus  never  paid  above  one  third 
of  that  sum.  whilk  was  distributed  monthly  by  way 
of  loan ;  although,  when  justly  considered,  it  was.  in 
fact,  a  borrowing  by  that  great  monarch  of  the  addi- 
tional two  thiros  which  were  due  to  the  soldier. 
And  I  have  seen  some  whole  regiments  of  Dutch  and 
Holsteiners  mutiny  on  the  field  of  battle,  like  base 
scullions,  crying  out  Gelt,  gelt,  signifying  their  desire 
of  pay,  mstead  of  falling  to  dIows  Uke  our  noble 
Scottish  blades,  who  ever  disdained,  my  lord,  post- 
poning of  honour  to  filthy  lucre." 

"  But  were  not  these  arrears,"  said  Lord  Menteith, 
"  paxl  to  the  soldiery  at  some  stated  peiied  T 


"My  lord,"  said  DaloBtty,  "I  take  it  on  my  coo- 
science,  that  at  no  period,  and  by  no  possible  process, 
could  one  oreutzer  of  them  ever  oe  recovered.  1  my- 
self never  saw  twenty  dollars  of  my  own  all  the 
time  I  served  the  invincible  Gustavus,  unless  it  was 
from  the  chance  of  a  storm  or  victory,  or  the  fetching 
in  some  town  or  doorp,  when  a  cavalier  of  fortune, 
who  knows  the  usage  of  wars,  seldom  fiEiileth  to 
make  some  small  profit." 

"  I  begin  rather  to  wonder,  sir,"  said  Lord  Men- 
teith, "  that  you  should  have  continued  so  long  in 
the  Swedish  service,  than  that  you  should  nave 
ultimately  withdrawn  from  it." 

"Neither  I  should,"  answered  the  Ritt-master; 
"  but  that  great  leader,  captain,  and  king,  the  lion 
of  the  North,  and  the  bulwark  of  the  Protestant  faith, 
had  a  way  of  winning  battles,  taking  towns,  over- 
running countries,  and, levying  oontnbutions,  wfailk 
made  his  service  irresistibly  delectable  to  all  true-bred 
cavaliere  who  follow  the  noble  profession  of  anns. 
Simple  as  I  ride  here,  my  loitL  I  have  myself  com- 
manded the  whole  stitt  of  Dunkleepiel  on  the  Lower 
Rhine,  occupying  the  Palsgrave's  palace,  consuming 
his  choice  wmeswith  my  comrades,  calling  in  con- 
tributions, requisitions,  and  caduacs,  and  net  failing 
to  hck  my  fingers,  as  became  a  good  co<^.  3ut  tnil>' 
all  this  glory  nastened  to  decay,  after  our  gxewiX.  mas- 
ter had  been  shot  with  three  bullets  on  the  fidd  of 
Lutzen ;  wherefore,  finding  that  Fortune  had  changed 
sides,  that  the  borrowings  and  tendings  went  on  as 
before  out  of  our  pay,  whue  theiCaduacs  and  casualties 
were  all  cut  off,  I  e  en  gave  up  my  commission,  and 
took  service  with  WaUenstein,  m  Walter  Butler's 
Irish  regiment." 

"  And  may  I  beg  to  know  of  you,"  said  Lord  Men- 
teith^ apparently  interested  in  the  adventures  of  this 
soldier  of  fortune,  "  how  you  liked  this  change  of 
mastere  ?" 

"Indifferent  well,"  said  the  Captain — "vary  m- 
different  well.  I  cannot  say  that  the  Emperor  paid 
much  better  than  the  great  Gustavus.  For  bard 
knocks,  we  had  plenty  of  them.  I  was  oftea  obliged 
to  run  mv  headf  against  my  old  acquaintances,  the 
Swedish  feathers,  whilk  your  honour  must  conceive 
to  be  double-pointed  stakes,  shod  with  iron  at  e»^ 
end,  and  planted  before  the  squad  of  pikes  to  prevent 
an  onfall  of  the  cavalry.  The  wfailk  Swedish  fisath^s, 
although  they  look  gay  to  the  eye,  resembling  tlw 
shrubs  or  lesser  trees  of  ane  forestL  as  the  pmssant 
pikes,  arranged  in  battalia  behind  them,  correspond 
to  the  tall  pines  thereof  yet,  nevertheless,  are  not 
altogether  so  soft  to  encounter  as  the  plumage  of  a 
goose.  Howbeitt  in  desiNte  of  heavy  blows  a^  ^ght 
pay.  a  cavaher  of  fortune  may  thrive  indififerenthr 
well  in  the  Imperial  service,  in  respect  his  private 
casualties  are  nothing  so  closely  looked  to  as  by  the 
Swede ;  and  so  that  an  officer  did  his  duty  on  the 
field,  neither  Wallenstein  nor  Pa|)penheiDi.  nor  tiA 
Tilly  before  them,  would  likely  usten  to  the  objur- 
gations of  boors  or  burghers  against  any  commander 
or  soldado,  by  whom  they  chanced  to  oe  somewhat 
closely  shorn.  So  that  an  experienced  cavaher,  know- 
ing how  to  lay,  as  our  Scottish  phrase  nms,  'the 
head  of  the  sow  to  the  tail  of  the  grice,'  might  get 
out  of  the  country  the  pay  whilk  he  could  not  obtain 
from  the  Emperor." 

"  With  a  full  hand,  sir,  doubless,  and  with  interest," 
said  Lord  Menteith. 

"  Indubitably,  my  lord,"  'answered  Dalgettv,  com- 
posedly;  "for  It  would  be  doubly  disgraceful 'for  any 
soldado  of  rank  to  have  his  name  called  in  question 
for  any  petty  delinquency." 

"  And  pray,  sir,"  contmued  Lord  Menteith,  "  what 
made  you  leave  so  gainfid  a  service  7" 

"  Why,  truly,  sir,  answered  the  soldier,  "an  Iriak 
cavalier,  called  (VQuilligan,  being  major  of  our  re- 
giment, and  I  having  had  words  with  him  the  nig^t 
before,  respecting  the  worth  and  precedence  of  oar 
several  nations,  it  pleased  him  the  next  day  to  deliver 
his  ordera  to  me  with  the  point  of  his  batoon  advanced 
and  held  aloof^  instead  of  declining  and  trailmg  the 
same,  as  is  the  fashion  bora  a  courteous  command- 
ing officer  towards  his  equal  in  rank,  thou(^,  it  nnr 
be,  his  inferior  in  military  grade.   Upon  this  quam 
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ar,  we. fought  in  privnle  rencontre;  and  as,  in  the 
perquisitionB  which  followed,  it  pleased  Walter  Bntler, 
our  pberst,  or  colonel,  to  give  the  lighter  punishment 
to  his  countryman,  and  the  heavier  to  me,  whereupon, 
Ul;8toinacbing  such  partiality,  I  exchanged  my  com- 
mission for  one  under  the  Spaniard." 

"IJiflme  >xm  found  yoursdf  better  off  by  the 
change?    said  Lord  Menteith. 

"In  good  sooth,"  answered  the  Ritt-master,  "I 
had  but  little  to  complain  of.  The  pay  was  somewhat 
Tegaloi,  being  fumrahed  by  the  rich  Flemings  and 
Waloons  of  me  Low  Countir.  The  quarters  were 
excellent ;  the  good  wheaten  loaves  of  the  Flemings 
were  better  than  the  Provant  r>'e-bread  of  the  Swede, 
and  Rhenish  wine  was  more  plenty  with  us  than  ever 
I  saw  the  black-beer  of  Rostock  in  Gustavus's  camp. 
Service  there  was  none,  duty  there  was  little;  and 
that  little  we  might  do,  or  leave  undone,  at  our 
pleasure ;  an  excellent  retirement  for  a  cavalier  somo- 
trhat  weary  of  field  and  leaguer,  who  had  purchased 
'with  his  blood  as  much  honour  as  might  serve  his 
lam.  and  was  deeirous  of  a  little  «ose  and  good  living." 

"And may  I  ask,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "why  you. 
Captain,  bemg.  as  I  suppose,  in  the  situation  you 
describe,  retired  from  the  Spanish  service  also  ?" 

"You  are  to  consider,  my  lord,  that  your  Spaniard," 
Tq)lied  Captain  Dalgetty,  "is  a  person  altogether 
unrarallcled  in  his  own  conceit,  wherethrough  he 
makelh  not  fit  account  of  such  foreign  cavaliers  of 
valour  as  are  pleased  to  take  service  with  him.  And 
a  galling  thing  it  is  to  every  honourable  soldado,  to 
bo  put  aside,  and  postponed,  and  obliged  to  yield  pre- 
ference to  every  pumn§  signor,  who,  were  it  the 
qoesiion  which  should  first  mount  a  breach  at  push 
of  pike,  might  be  apt  to  yield  willing  place  to  a  Scot- 
tish cavalio*.  Moreover,  sir,  I  was  pricked  in  con- 
science rca>ecting  a  matter  oi  religion." 

"I  should  not  have  thought,  Captain  Dalgetty," 
said  the  young  nobleman,  "that  an  old  soldier,  who 
had  changed  service  so  often,  would  have  been  too 
tJcnipulous  on  that  head." 

"  No  more  I  am,  my  lord,"  said  the  Captain,  "  since 
I  hold  h  to  be  the  duty  of  the  chaplain  of  the  regiment 
to  settle  those  matters  for  me,  and  every  other  brave 
cavalier,  inasmuch  as  he  does  nothing  else  that  I 
know  offer  his  pay  and  allowances.  But  this  was  a 
particular  case,  my  lord,  a  casits  improrisua^  as  I 
may  say,  in  whilk  1  had  no  chaplain  of  my  own  per- 
suasion to  act  as  my  adviser,  i  found,  in  short,  that 
although  my  being  a  Protestant  might  be  winked  at, 
in  respect  that  I  was  a  man  of  action,  and  had  more 
experience  than  all  the  Dons  in  our  tcrlia  put  toB;ether, 
yet,  when  in  garrison,  it  was  expected  I  shoula  go  to 
gass  with  the  regiment.  Now,  my  lord,  as  a  true 
Scottish  man,  and  educated  at  the  Mareecnal-Coll^ 
w  Aberdeen,  I  was  bound  to  uphold  the  mass  to  be 
an  act  of  blraded  papistry  and  utter  idolatry,  whilk  I 
was  altogether  unwilling  to  homologate  by  my 
presence.  True  it  is,  that  1  consulted  on  the  point 
with  a  worthy  oountrjinan  of  my  own,  one  Father 
Fatsides,  of  the  Scottish  Convent  in  Wurtzburg" 

.'And  I  hope,"  qb8er\ed  Lord  Menteith,  "you  ob- 
tained a  clear  opinion  fi-om  this  same  ghostly  mther?" 
^    As  clear  as  it  could  be,"  replied  Captain  Dalgetty, 

considering  we  had^  drunk  «x  flasks  of  Rhenish, 
jnd  about  two  mutchkins  of  Kirchen-wasscr.  Father 
f  *tades  informed  mc,  that,  as  nearly  as  he  could 
ludge  for  a  heretic  like  myself^  it  signified  not  much 
whether  I  went  to  mass  or  not,  seeing  my  eternal  per- 
aition  was  signed  and  sealed  at  any  rate,  m  respect 
•jfmyimpemtent  and  obdurate  perseverance  in  my 
uamnable  heresy.  Being  discouraged  by  this  response, 
1  ^hed  to  a  Dutch  pastor  of  the  reformed  church, 
yrho  told  me,  he  thought  I  might  lawfidly  go  to  mass, 
w.  respect  that  the  prophet  permitted  Naaman,  a 
^ghty  man  of  valour,  and  an  honourable  cavalier  of 
Sjjja,  to  follow  his  master  into  the  house  of  Rimmon, 
a  mlse  god,  or  idol,  to  whom  he  had  vowed  service, 
*?d  to  bow  down  when  the  king  was  leaning  upon 
ws  hand.  But  neither  was  this  answer  satisfactory 
to  me,  both  because  there  was  an  unco  difference  be- 
^wn  an  anointed  King  of  Syria  and  our  Spanidi 
jwjnel,  whom  I  could  nave  Mown  away  like  the 
Peoing  of  an  ^Q^vj^  and  chiefly  because  I  could  not 


find  the  thing  was  required  of  me  by  any  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  war ;  neither  was  I  proffered  any  considera- 
non,  either  in  perquisite  or  pay,  for  the  wrong  I  might 
thereby  do  to  my  conscience. 

"So  you  again  changed  your  service  7"  said  Lord 
Menteitn. 

"  In  troth  did  I,  my  lord ;  and  ailer  trying  for  a 
short  while  two  or  three  other  powers,  I  even  took  on 
for  a  time  vnth  their  High  Mightinesses  the  States  of 
Holland." 

"And  how  dkl  their  service  jump  with  yoinr  hu- 
mour V  again  demanded  his  companion. 
.  O !  my  lord  "  said  the  soldier,  in  a  sort  of  enthu- 
siasm, their  bena viour  on  pay-day  might  be  a  pattern 
to  all  Europe— no  borrowings,  no  lendings,  no  offsets, 
no  arrears— all  balanced  and  paid  like  a  banker's 
{)ook.  The  quarters,  too,  are  excellent,  and  the  al- 
lowances unchallengeable ;  but  then,  sir,  they  are  a 
preceese,  scrupulous  people,  and  will  allow  nothing 
for  peccadilloes.  So  that  if  a  boor  complains  of  a 
broken  head,  or  a  beer-seller  of  a  broken  can,  or  a  daft 
wench  does  but  squeak  loud  enough  to  be  heard  above 
her  breath,  a  soldier  of  honour  shall  be  dragged,  not 
before  bis  own  court-martial,  who  can  best  judge  of 
and  punish  hia  demerits,  but  before  a  base  raeichanical 
burgo-master,  who  shall  menace  him  with  the  rasp- 
house,  the  cord,  and  what  not,  as  if  he  were  one  of 
theu"  own  mean,  amphibious,  twenty-breeched  boors. 
So  not  being  able  to  dwell  longer  among  those  un- 
eratefiil  plebeians,  who,  although  unable  to  defend 
themselves  by  their  proper  strength,  will  nevertheless 
allow  the  noble  foreigii  cavalier  who  engages  with 
them  nothing  beyond  hia  dry  wa^^  which  no  ho- 
nourable spint  will  put  in  competition  with  a  liberal 
license  and  honourable  countenance,  I  resolved  to 
leave  the  service  of  the  Mynheers.  And  hearing  at 
this  tinrie,  to  my  exceeding  satisfaction,  that  there  is 
something  to  be  doing  this  summer  in  my  way  in  this 
my  dear  native  countnr,  I  am  come  hither,  as  they 
say,  hke  a  beggar  to  a  bridal,  in  order  to  give  my  fov- 
mg  countrymen  the  advantage  of  that  experience 
which  I  have  acquired  in  foreign  parts.  So  your  lord- 
ship has  an  outline  of  my  brief  story^  excepting  my 
deportment  in  those  passages  of  action  in  the  field, 
in  leaguers,  storms,  and  onslaughts,  whilk  would  be 
wearisome  to  narrate,  and  might,  peradventure,  better 
befit  any  other  tongue  than  mine  own." 


CHAPTER  in. 

For  pleafl  of  right  let  itateaiMii  vex  their  head, 
Baltle'0  my  buainoM,  end  injr  guerdon  bread  ; 
And,  with  the  eworded  Switzer,  I  can  say, 
The  l)est  of  cauaee  ia  the  beat  of  pay.       Dommb. 

The  difficulty  and  narrowness  of  tlie  road  bad  by 
this  time  become  such  as  to  interrupt  the  conversa- 
tion of  the  travellers,  and  Lord  Menteith,  reining 
back  his  horse,  held  a  moment's  private  oofiTersation 
with  his  domestics.  The  Captam,  who  now  led  the 
van  of  the  party,  ^ter  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile's 
slow  and  to'dsome  advance  up  a  broken  and  nigged 
ascent,  emerged  into  an  upland  valier,  to  whi^  a 
mountam  stream  acted  as  a  drain,  and  afi^rded  suf- 
ficient room  upon  its  greensward  banks  for  the  tra- 
vellers to  pursue  their  journey  in  a  more  social  maimer. 

Lord  Menteith  accordingly  resumed  the  conversa- 
tion, which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  difficulties  of 
the  way.  "  I  should  have  thought"  sakl  he  to  Cap- 
tain Dalgetty,  **  that  a  cavalier  of  your  honourablo 
marie,  wno  hath  so  long  followed  the  valiant  King  of 
Sweden,  and  entertains  such  a  suitable  contempt  for 
the  base  mechanical  Statesof  Holland,  would  not  have 
hesitated  to  embrace  the  cause  of  King  Charles,  m  pre- 
ference to  that  of  the  low-bom,  roimdbeaded,  canting 
knaves,  who  are  in  rebellion  against  his  authority  T*^ 

"Ye  speak  reasonably,  my  lord,"  said  Dalgetty, 
"  and,  atUris  paribita,  I  mi^t  be  induced  to  see  the 
matter  in  the  same  light  But,  my  lord,  there  ib  a 
southern  proverb,— fiine  words  butter  no  parsnips. 
I  have  heard  enoujdi  since  I  came  here,  to  satisfy  me 
that  a  cavalier  ofnonourisfree  to  take  any  part  in 
this  civil  embroilment  whilk  he  may  find  most  con- 
venient for  his  own  peculiar.  Loyality  is  your  pass- 
word, my  lord—LibOTty,  roars  another  chield  ftom 
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the  other  aide  of  the  strath— the  Eiog,  shouts  one 
warrcry— the  Parliament,  roars  another— Montrose, 
for  ever,  eries  Donald,  waving  his  bonnet— Argjyle 
and  Leven,  cries  a  south-country  Saunders,  vapouring 
with  his  hat  and  feather.  Fight  £or  the  bishops,  says  a 
priest,  with  his  gown  and  rochet— Stand  stout  for  the 
Kirk,  cries  a  mmister,  in  a  Geneva  cap  and  band.— 
Giooa  watoh words aU— excellent  watchwords.  Whilk 
cause  is  the  best  I  cannot  say.  But  sure  am  I,  that 
I  have  fought  knee-deep  in  blood  many  a  day  for  one 
that  was  ten  degrees  worse  than  the  worst  of  them  all." 

"  And  pray,  Captain  Dalgetty,"  said  his  lordship, 
"since  the  pretensions  of  both  parties  seem  to  you  so 
equal,  will  you  please  to  inform  ua  by  what  circum- 
stances your  preference  will  be  determined  1" 

'*  Simply  upon  two  considerations,  my  lord."  an- 
swered the  soldier.  "  Being,  first,  on  which  side  mv 
services  would  be  in  most  honourable  request  $— And, 
secondly,  whilk  is  a  corollary  of  the  first,  by  whilk 
party  they  are  likely  to  be  most  gratefiilly  requited. 
And,  to  deal  plainly  with  you,  my  lord,  my  opimon  at 
present  doth  on  both  points  ratner  incline  to  the  side 
of  the  Parliament" 

"Your  reasons,  if  you  please,"  said  Lord  Menteith, 
"  and  perhaps  I  may  be  able  to  meet  them  with  some 
others  which  are  more  powerfiU." 

"  Sir,  I  shall  be  amenable  to  reason."  said  Captain 
Dalgetty,  "  supposing  it  addresses  itself  to  my  honour 
and  mv  interest.  Well,  then,  my  lord,  here  is  a  sort 
of  Hi^iland  host  assembled^  of  exoected  to  assem- 
ble, in  these  wild  hillS)  in  the  King's  behalf.  Now,  sir, 
YOU  know  the  nature  of  our  Highlanders.  I  will  not 
deny  them  to  be  a  people  stout  m  body  and  valiant  in 
heart,  and  courageous  enough  in  their  own  wild  way 
of  fifpiting,  which  is  as  remote  from  the  usages  and 
discmUne  of  war  as  ever  was  that  of  the  ancient 
Scythians,  or  of  the  salvage  Indians  of  America  that 
now  is.  Tney  havena  sae  mickle  as  a  German  whis- 
tle, or  a  dnmi|  to  beat  a  march,  an  alarm,  a  charge,  a 
retreat,  a  reveille,  or  the  tattoo,  or  any  other  point  of 
war ;  and  their  damnable  skirfin'  pipes,  whilk  they 
themselves  pretend  to  understand,  are  unintelligible 
to  the  ears  of  any  oavaliero  accustomed  to  civiEzed 
warfare.  So  that,  were  I  undertaking  to  discipline 
such  a  breechloss  mob,  it  were  imposaiole  for  me  to 
be  understood ;  and  if  I  were  understood,  judge  ye, 
mv  lord,  what  chance  I  had  of  being  obeyed  among 
a  band  of  half  salvages,  who  are  accustomed  to  pay 
to  their  own  lairds  and  chiefs,  allenarly,  that  re- 
spect  and  obedience  whilk  ought  to  be  paid  to  coni- 
missionate  oflScers.  If  I  were  teaching  them  to  form 
battalia  by  extracting  the  square  root,  that  is,  by  form- 
ling  your  square  battalion  of  equal  number  of  men  of 
rank  and  me,  corresponding  to  the  square  root  of  the 
full  number  present,  what  return  could  I  expect  for 
commiinicating  this  golden  secret  of  miUtaxy  tactic, 
sxcept  it  may  be  a  dirk  in  my  wame,  on  placing  some 
M'AJister  More,  M'Shemeior  Capperfae,  in  the  flank 
or  rear,  when  he  claimed  to  be  in  the  van  1  Truly, 
well  saith  holy  writ,  '  if  ye  cast  pearls  before  swine, 
they  will  turn  again  and  rend  ye.' " 

'^I  believe,  Anderson,"  said  Loid  Menteith,  looking 
back  to  one  of  his  servants,  for  both  were  close  behind 
him,  "you  can  assure  this  gentleman,  we  ^all  have 
mors  occasion  for  experienced  officers,  and  be  more 
disposed  to  profit  by  their  instructions,  (h^n  he  seems 
to  be  aware  of." 

"With  your  honour's  permission,"  said  Anderson, 
lespectfully  raising  his  cap,  "  when  we  are  joined  bv 
the  Irish  infantrv,  who  are  expected,  and  who  should 
bo  landed  in  the  West  Highlands  before  now,  we  shall 
have  need  of  good,  soldiers  to  discipline  our  levies." 
.  "And  I  should  like  well— very  well,  to  be  employed 
m  such  service,"  said  Dalgetty ;  "  the  Irish  are  pretty 
feUqws— very  pretty  follows— I  desire  to  see  none  bet- 
ter in  the  field.  I  once  saw  a  brigade  of  Irish,  at  the 
taking  of  Frankfort  upon  the  Oder,  stand  to  it  with 
sword  and  pike  until  tney  beat  off  the  blue  and  yellow 
Swedish  brigades  esteemed  as  stout  as  any  that  fought 
imder  the  in)mortal  Gustavua.  And  although  stout 
Hepbmn,  valiant  Lumsdale,  courageous  Monroe,  with 
myself  ajM  other  cavaliers,  made  entry  elsewhere  at 
9Qim  Of  pike,  yoti  had  we  all  met  with  such  opposition, 
w  bad  MtornoA  with  greiu  lo^a  and  little  profit. 


Wherefore,  these  valiant  Inshes,  being  all  put  to  the 
swoni,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  did  never tneltis  sain 
immortal  praise  and  honour ;  so  that,  for  th  :r  5akeev 
I  have  always  loved  and  honoured  those  of  thai  nation 
next  to  my  own  country  of  Scotland." 

"A  command  of  Irish,"  said  Menteith,  **I  think  I 
could  almost  promise  you,  should  you  be  disposed  to 
embrace  the  royal  cause. 

"And  yet,"  said  Captain  Dalgetty,  "my  second  and 
greatest  difficulty  remains  behind ;  for.  although  I 
bold  it  a  mean  and  sordid  thing  for  a  soldado  to  have 
nothing  in  his  mouth  but  pay  and  gelt,  like  the  base 
culiions,  the  German  lanz-Knechts^  whom  I  mention- 
ed before ;  and  although  I  will  maintain  it  with  my 
sword,  that  honour  is  to  be  preferred  before  pay,  free 
quartei^  and  arrears,  yet.  excontrario,  a  soldier  s  pay 
being  the  counterpart  of  nis  engagement  of  service,  it 
becomes  a  wise  and  considerate  cavalier  Co  conskier 
what  remuneration  he  is  to  receive  for  his  service,  and 
from  what  funds  it  is  to  be  paid.  And  truly,  my  lord, 
from  what  I  can  see  and  hear,  the  Convention  are  the 
piu^emasters.  The  Highlanders,  indeed,  may  be  kept 
m  humour,  by  allowing  them  to  steal  cattle ;  and  for 
the  Irishes,  your  lordship  and  your  noble  associate? 
may,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  wars  in  such 
cases,  pay  them  as  seldom  or  as  little  as  may  suit 
your  pleasure  or  convenience  ;  but  the  same  mode  of 
treatment  doth  not  apply  to  a  cavalier  like  me,  who 
must  keep  up  his  horses,  servants,  arms,  and  equ^- 
age,  and  who  neither  can,  nor  will,  go  to  warfare 
upon  his  own  charges." 

Anderson,  the  domestic  who  had  before  mokoi, 
now  respecmilly  addressed  his  master.—"  I  think,  my 
lord,"  he  said,  that,  under  your  lordship's  favour,  I 
could  say  something  to  remove  Cap  tain  Dalgetty*g  se- 
cond objection  also.  He  asks  us  where  we  are  to  coir 
lect  our  pay  ;  now,  in  my  poor  mind,  the  resources 
are  as  open  to  us  as  to  the  covenanters.  They  tax  the 
country  according  to  their  pleasure,  and  dilapidate 
the  estates  of  the  King's  friends ;  now,  were  we  onco 
in  the  Lowlands,  with  our  Highlanders  and  our  Irish 
at  our  backs,  and  our  swords  in  our  hands,  we  can 
find  many  a  fat  traitor,  whose  ill-gotten  wealth  shall 
fill  our  military  chest  and  satisfy  our  soldiery.  Be- 
sides, confiscations  will  fall  in  thick :  and,  in  giving  do- 
nations of  forfeited  lands  to  every  adventurous  cavalier 
wrho  joins  his  standard  the  King  will  at  once  reward 
his  fneads  and  punish  his  enemies.  In  short,  be  that 
joins  these  Roundhead  dogs  may  get  some  mis^able 
pittance  of  pay— he  that  joins  our  standard  has  a 
chance  to  be  knight,  lord,  or  earl,  if  luck  serve  him." 

"  Have  you  ever  served,  my  good  friend  T*  said  the 
Captain  to  the  spokesman. 

'  A  little,  sir,  m  these  our  domestic  quarrels,"  an- 
swered the  mail,  modestly. 

"  But  never  in  Germany  or  the  Low  Coimtrias?' 
said  Dalgetty. 

"  I  never  had  the  honour,"  answered  Anderson. 

"  I  profess,"  said  Dalgetty,  addressing  Lord  Men- 
teith, your  lordship's  sen'ant  has  a  senpible,  natural, 
pretty  idea  of  military  matters  ;  somewhat  irregular, 
thou^l),  and  smells  a  little  too  much  of  selling  the 
bear  s  skin  before  he  has  hunted  him.— I  will  take  the 
matter,  however,  into  my  consideration." 

"  Do  8o,Cap tain,"  said  Lord  Menteith ;"  you  will  ha»» 
the  night  to  think  of  it,  for  we  are  now  near  the  house, 
where  I  hope  to  ensure  you  a  hospitable  reception." 

"  And  that  is  what  will  be  very  welcx»me,"  said 
the  Captain,  "  for  I  have  tasted  no  food  since  day- 
break but  a  farl  of  oat-cake,  which  I  divided  with  my 
horse.  So  I  have  been  fain  to  draw  my  sword  belt 
three  bores  tighter  for  very  extenuation,  lest  hunffer 
and  heavy  iron  should  make  the  gird  slip." 

CHAPTER   IV. 

Onoe  on  a  time,  no  matter  wlien, 

Some  Glunimiea  met  in  a  flen ; 

Ai  deft  and  tight  a«  ever  worn 

A  durk,  a  tarfe.  and  a  olarmore, 

Short  hose,  and  belted  pHtiid  or  trewn. 

In  Uiit,  Lo>obaber,  Skye,  or  Lewet, 

Or  covered  hard  head  with  hi«  bonnat ; 

Had  you  but  known  them,  jrou  would  own  it      Bf  BSTOSL 

A  mu.  was  now  before  the  travellers,  covered  with 
an  aacisQt  forest  of  Scottish  firs,  the  topmost  of  whidip 
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A  LEGEND  OP  MONTROSE. 


flSii^flig  thar  mtfaed  bnmches  across  the  western 
oontoB,  gteMned  ruddy  in  the  settmg  son.  In  the  cen- 
tre of  tms  wpod  rose  the  towers,  or  rather  the  chim- 
ney^ of  the  house,  or  castle,  as  it  was  called,  destined 
for  the  end  of  their  journey. 

As  usual  at  that  period,  one  or  two  high-ridged  nar- 
row buildinga,  intersecting  and  crossing  each  other, 
formed  the  corps  de  logie.  A  projecting  bartizan  or 
two,  with  the  addition  of  small  turrets  at  the  angles, 
inuch  resembhng  pepper-boxes,  had  procured  for 
Damfanvarach  the  dignified  appellation  of  a  castle.  It 
was  surrounded  by  a  low  court-yard  wall,  within 
which  were  the  usual  offices. 

As  the  travellers  approached  more  nearly,  they  dis* 
covwred  marks  of  recent  additions  to  the  defences  of 
the  pkoe,  which  had  been  suggested,  doubtless,  by 
Mie  insecurity  of  those  troublesome  times.  Additional 
looip-holes  for  musketry  were  struck  out  in  different 
parts  oi  the  building,  and  of  its  surrounding  wall.  The 
windows  had  just  been  carefully  secured  by  stan- 
dieons  of  iron,  crossing  each  other  athwart  and  end- 
long like  the  grates  of  a  prison.  The  door  of  tfie 
oonrt-yard  was  shut ;  and  it  was  only  after  cautious 
challenga  that  one  of  its  leaves  was  opened  by  two 
domestics,  both  strorig  Highlanders,  and  both  under 
arms,  like  Qitias  and  Pandarus  in  the  iEneid,  ready  to 
defend  the  entrance  if  ought  hostile  had  ventured  an 
Bitnision. 

Wlien  the  travellers  were  admitted  hito  the  court, 
thev  found  additional  prenaralions  for  defence.  The 
walls  were  scaffolded  for  the  use  of  fire-arms,  and  one 
or  two  of  the  small  guns,  called  Backers,  or  falcons, 
Effete  mounted  at  the  angles  and  flanking  turrets. 

More  domestics,  both  m  the  Highland  and  Lowland 
dresA,  instantly  rushed  from  the  interior  of  the  matir 
sion,  arid  some  hastened  to  take  the  horses  o(  the 
strangersi  while  others  waited  to  marshal  them  a  way 
into  me  dwelling-house.  But  Captain  Dalgetty  refu- 
sed the  proftred  assistance  of  those  who  wisned  to 
relieve  him  of  the  charge  of  his  horse.  "  It  is  my  cus- 
tom, my  friends,  to  see  Gustavus  (for  so  I  have  called 
him  after  my  invincible  master)  accommodated  my- 
self ;  We  are  old  ftiends  and  fellow-travellers,  and  as 
I  often  need  the  use  of  his  legs,  I  always  lend  him  in 
my  turn  the  service  of  my  tongue,  to  call  for  whatever 
be  has  occasion  for ;"  and  accordingly  he  strode  into 
the  stable  after  his  steed  without  farther  apology. 

Neither  Lord  Menteith  nor  his  attendants  paid  the 
Mrae  attention  to  their  hoflses,  but,  leaving  them  to 
the  proffered  care  of  the  servants  of  me  place,  walked 
forward  into  the  house,  where  a  sort  of  dark  vaulted 
vestibule  displayed,  among  other  miscellaneous  arti- 
clesi,  a  huge  barrd  of  two-penny  ale,  beside  which 
were  ranged  two  or  three  wooden  queichs,  or  bickers, 
ready,  it  would  appear,  for  the  service  of  whoever 
thovight  proper  to  employ  them.  Lord  Menteith  appli- 
ed himself  to  the  spigot,  drank  without  ceremony,  and 
then  handed  the  stoup  to  Anderson,  who  followed  his 
master's  example,  but  not  until  he  had  flung  out  the 
drop  of  ale  which  remained,  and  slightly  rinsed  the 
wooden  cup. 

"  What  inc  deil,  man,"  said  an  oW  highland  servant 
bekmgmg  to  the  family,  "can  she  no  drink  after  her 
ain  master  without  washine  the  tnip  and  spilling  the 
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and  be  tamned  to  her ! 

"I  was  bred  in  France,"  answered  Andeifion, 
"where  nobody  drinks  after  another  out  of  the  same 
cup^unless  it  be  after  a  young  lady." 

'^Tlieteil's  in  their  nicety r  said  Donald;  "and  if 
the  ale  be  gude,  fat  the  waur  is^t  that  another  man's 
beard's  been  in  the  queich  before  ye  ?" 

Anderson's  companion  drank  without  observmgthe 
ceremony  wWch  had  given  Donald  so  much  offence, 
and  both  of  them  followed  theu*  master  into  the  low- 
arched  stoTie  hall,  which  was  the  common  rendez- 
voos  of  a  Highland  family.  A  larae  fire  of  peats  in  the 
huge  chimney  at  the  upper  end  shed  a  dim  light 
through  the  apartment,  and  was  rendered  necessary 
by  the  damp,  oy  which,  even  during  the  summer,  the 
apartment  was  rendered  uncomfortable.  Twenty 
or  thirty  taiiget^,  as  many  claymotes,  with  dirks,  and 
ptaids,  and  gtmeL  both  match-lock  and  fire-lock,  and 
long-bows,  ana  cross-bows,  and  Lochaber  axes, 
ana  coats  of  plate  armour,  and  steel  bonnets,  and 
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he^d-pieces,  and  die  mott  antiefit  habttgwns,  «^ 
shirts  of  reticulated  mail,  with  hood  and  sl^ee  coN 
re»)ondmg  to  it,  all  hung  m  confusion  about  the  walla, 
and  would  have  formed  a  month's  amusement  to  a 
memt)erof  a  modern,  antiquarian  society.  But  such 
tlungs  were  too  famibar,  to  attract  much  observation 
onme  part  of  the  present  spectators. 

TTiere  was  a  large  clumsy  oaken  table,  which  the 
nasty  hospitality  of  the  domestic  who  had  before  spo- 
ken, imm«hately  roread  with  milk,  butter,  goat-milk 
cheese,  a  flagon  of  beer,  and  a  flask  of  usquebce,  de- 
8i«tt^  for  the  refieshment  of  Lord  Menteith ;  wh3e  an 
mtenor  servant  made  sunilar  preparations  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  table  for  the  benefit  of  his  attendants.  The 
^ace  which  intervened  between  them  was,  according 
to  the  manners  of  the  times,  sufficient  distinction  b^ 
tweea  master  and  servant,  even  though  the  former 
was,  as  m  the  present  instance,  of  high  rank.  Mean- 
while the  guests  stood  by  the  fire-the  young  noble- 
litfl"  dStM        <^*^™"^«  and  his  servants  at  some 

«« l^K  |^<»  you  think,  Ande»on.'»  said  the  foimar. 

of  our  fellow-traveller  T 

"A  stout  fellow  "  replied  Anderson,  "if  all  be  good 
that  IS  upcome.  I  wish  we  had  twenty  such,  to  put 
our  7^.gues  mto  some  sort  of  discipline." 

f^f}  ^AT*!.^- J'^'V  Anderson,"  said  Loid  Men- 
teith J  I  thmk  Oils  fellow  Dakjetty  is  one  of  those 
horse-leeches,  whone,  appetite  for  blood  being  only 
sharpened  by  what  he  has  sucked  m  foreign  countries, 
he  IS  now  returned  to  batten  upon  that  of  his  own! 
fehame  on  the  pack  of  these  mercenary  swordmcn ! 
they  have  made  the  name  of  Scot  through  all  Europe 
equivalwit  to  that  of  a  pitiful  mercenary,  who  knows 
neither  honour  nor  pimciple  but  his  month's  pay,  who 
tranters  his  allegiance  from  standard  to  standard,  at 
the  pleasure  of  fortune  or  the  highest  bidder ;  and  to 
whose  msatiable  thirst  for  plunder  and  warm  quarter* 
we  owe  much  of  that  civil  dissension  which  is  now 
turmng  our  swords  against  our  own  bowels.  I  had 
scarce  patience  with  the  hired  Radiator,  and  yet  could 
hardly  help  laughing  at  the  extremity  of  :hii8  impu- 
dence." 

«( Z^^^  lordship  will  forgive  me,"  said  Anderson, 

if  lYecommend  to  you,  in  the  present  circumstan- 
ces, to  conceal  at  least  a  part  of  mis  generous  indigna- 
tion ;  we  cannot  unfortunately,  do  our  work  witKuft 
the  assistance  of  those  who  act  on  baser  motives  than 
our  own.  We  cannot  spare  the  assistance  of  such 
fellows  as  our  friend  the  soldado.  To  use  the  canting 
phrase  of  the  saints  in  the  English  Pariiament,  tiS 
sons  of  Zeruiah  are  stOl  too  many  for  us." 

"I  must  dissemble  then,  as  well  as  I  can,"  said 
Lord  Menteith,  "  as  i  have  hitherto  done,  upon  your 
hint.  But  I  wurii  the  Mow  at  the  devil  wiUi  all  m? 
heart." 

"  Ay,  biit  still  you  must  remember,  my  lord,"  re- 
sumed Anderson,  'that  to  cure  the  bite  or  a  scorpion 
you  must  crush  another  scoipion  on  the  wound — But 
stop,  we  shall  he  overheard.'*^ 
,  From  a  side-door  in  the  hall  glided  a  Hi^ander 
mto  the  apartment,  whose  lofty  stature  and  complete 
equipment,  as  well  as  the  eagle's  feather  in  Ms  bon- 
net, and  the  confklenceof  his  demeanour,  announced 
to  be  a  person  of  superior  rank.  He  walked  slowly  up 
to  the  table,  and  made  no  answer  to  Lord  Menteith, 
who.  addressing  him  by  the  name  of  Allan,  asked 
him  how  he  didT 

"  Ye  manna  speak  to  her  e'en  now,"  whispered  the 
old  attendant 

The  tall  Highlander,  sinking  down  upon  the  empty 
settle  next  the  fire,  fixed  his  eyes  upon  the  red  embert 
and  the  huge  heap  of  tuif;  and  seemed  buried  in  pro- 
found abstraction.  His  dark  eyes,  and  wild  and  enthusi- 
astic features,  bore  the  air  of  one  who,  deeply  impress- 
ed with  ha  own  subjects  of  meditation,  pays  little 
attehtion  to  exterior  objects.  An  air  of  gloomy  se- 
verity, the  fhut  perhaps  of  ascetic  and  solitary  haoits^ 
might,  in  a  Lowlander,  have  been  ascribed  to  re£gious 
fanaticism ;  but  by  that  disease  of  the  mind,  then  so 
common  both  in  England  and  the  Lowlands  of 
Scotland,  the  Highlanders  of  this  period  were  rarely 
infected.  They  had,  however,  their  own  peculiar  sp- 
perstitioiis,  woKh  evertrlouded  the  mind  with  thick- 
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ooming.  Andes,  as  completely  as  the  puntanism  of 
their  neu^bours. 

" Hislordflhip's  honour,"  said  the  HigUand  ser- 
vant, sideling  up  to  Lord  Menteith,  and  speaking  in  a 
very  low  tone,  "  his  lordship  manna  speak  to  Allan 
even  now,  for  the  cloud  is  upon  his  mind." 

Lonl  Menteith  nodded,  and  took  no  Airther  notice 
of  the  reserved  mountaineer.  ,  ^    ,       .  ,      ^ . 

"  Said  I  not,"  asked  the  latter,  suddenly  raising  his 
stately  person  upright,  and  looking  at  the  domestic— 
"  said  I  not  that  four  were  to  come,  and  here  stand 
but  three  on  the  hall  floor  7" ,  ^      .,„.  , 

"  In  troth  did  ye  sav  sae,  Allan,"  said  the  old  High- 
lander, "and  here's  the  fourth  man  coming  cUnldng 
in  at  tne  yett  e'en  now  from  the  stable,  for  he's  shelled 
like  a  partan,  wi'  aim  on  back  and  breast,  haunch, 
and  shanks.  And  am  I  to  set  her  chair  up  near  the 
Menteith' s,  or  down  wi*  the  honest  gentlemen  at  the 
foot  of  the  table  r  .  ,    ,     .       .       . 

Lord  Menteith  himself  answered  the  mquiry,  by 
pointing  to  a  seat  beside  his  own. 

"And here  she  comes,"  said  Donald,  as  Captam 
Dalgetty  entered  the  hall ;  "  and  I  hope  gentlemens 
will  all  take  bread  and  cheese,  as  we  say  in  the  glens, 
undl  better  meat  be  ready,  until  the  Tiemach  comes 
back  free  the  hill  wi'  the  southern  gentlefolk,  and  then 
Dugald  Cook  will  show  himself  wi'  his  kid  and  hill 
vemson."  .        ,         ,    ,  ,  , 

In  the  meantime,  Captam  Dalgetty  had  entered  the 
apartment,  and,  walking  up  to  tne  seat  placed  next 
Lord  M^teith,  was  leaning  on  the  back  of  it  >Yith 
his  arms  folded.  Anderson  and  his  companion  waited 
at  the  bottom  of  the  table,  in  a  respectful  attitude, 
until  they  should  receive  permission  to  seat  them- 
selves ;  while  three  or  four  Highlanders,  under  the 
direction  (^old  Donald,  ran  hither  and  thither  to  bring 
additional  articles  of  food,  or  stood  still  to  give  attend- 
ance upon  the  guests. 

In  the  midst  of  these  prq>arations,  Allan  suddenly 
started  up,  and  snatching  a  lamp  from  the  hand  of  an 
attendant,  held  it  close  to  Dalgetty's  face^  w^hile  he 
perused  his  features  with  the  most  heedful  and  grave 
attention. 

"  By  my  honour,"  said  Dalgetty,  half  displeased, 
as,  mystenously  shaking  his  head,  Allan  gave  up  the 
scrutiny—"  I  trow  that  lad  and  I  will  ken  each  other 
when  we  meet  again." 

Meanwhile  Allan  strode  to  the  bottom  of  the  table, 
and  having,  by  the  aid  of  his  lamp,  subjected  Ander- 
son and  his  companion  to  the  same  investigation, 
stood  a  moment  as  if  in  deep  reflection ;  then,  touch- 
ing his  forehead,  suddenly  seized  Anderson  by  the  arm, 
and  before  he  could  offer  any  effectual  resistance,  half 
led  and  half  dragged  him  to  the  vacant  seat  at  the 
imper  end,  and  having  made  a  mute  intimation  that  he 
should  there  place  himself,  he  hurried  the  soldado  with 
the  same  imceremonious  precipitation  to  the  bottom 
of  the  table.  The  Captain,  exceedingly  incensed  at 
this  freedom,  endeavoured  to  shake  Allan  from  him 
with  violence ;  but,  powerfid  as  he  was,  he  proved  in 
the  struggle  inferior  to  the  gigantic  mountaineer, 
who  threw  him  off  with  such  violence,  that  after  reel- 
ing a  few  paces,  befell  at  full  length,  and  the  vaulted 
hul  rang  with  the  clash  of  his  armour.  When  he 
arose,  his  first  action  was  to  draw  his  sword  and  to 
fly  at  Allan,  who,  with  folded  arms,  seemed  to  await 
his  onset  with  the  most  scornful  indifference.  Lord 
Menteith  and  his  attendants  interposed  to  preserve 
neace,  while  the  Hkhlanders,  snatching  weapons 
m>m  the  wall  seemea  prompt  to  increase  tne  broil. 

"  He  is  mad,"  whispered  Lord  Menteith, "  he  is  per- 
fectly mad;  there  is  no  purpose  in  quarrelling  with  him." 

"  If  your  lordship  is  assured  that  he  is  rum  com- 
voi  mentia"  said  Captain  Dalgetty,  "  the  whilk  his 
breeding  and  behaviour  seem  to  testify,  the  matter 
must  end  here,  seeing  that  a  madman  can  neither  give 
an  affront,  nor  render  honourable  satisfaction.  But, 
by  my  saul,  if  I  had  my  provant  and  a  bottle  of  Rhe- 
nish under  my  belt,  I  should  have  stood  otherways  up 
to  him.  Ana  yet  it's  a  pity  he  should  be  sae  weak  in 
the  intellectuals,  being  a  strong  proper  man  of  body, 
fit  to  handle  pike,  morgenstem,*  or  any  other  mihtary 
miplement  whatsoever." 

•  Thu  WM  a  fort  of  ohib  or  naee.  ased  in  Um  eariier  put 


Peace  was  thus  restored,  and  the  party  seated  them- 
selves agreeably  to  their  former  arrangement,  with 
which  Allan,  who  had  now  returned  to  his  settle  by 
the  fire,  and  seemed  once  mora  immersMi  in  medita- 
tion, did  not  again  interfere.  Lord  Menteith,  address- 
ing the  principal  domestic,  hastened  to  start  some 
theme  of  conversation  which  might  obUterate  all  re- 
collection of  the  fray  that  had  token  place.  "  The  laird 
is  at  the  hill  then,  Donald,  I  understand,  and  some 
Einglish  stransers  with  him  7" 

'^At  the  hill  he  is,  an  it  like  your  honour,  and  two 
Saxon  colabaleros  are  with  him  sureeneugh :  and  that 
is  Sir  Miles  Musgrave  and  Christopher  Hall,  both 
from  the  Cumraik,  as  I  think  they  call  their  country." 

"  Hall  and  Musgrave  V  said  Lord  Menteith,  look- 
ing at  his  attendants,  "  the  very  men  that  we  wished 
to  see." 

"  Troth,"  said  Donald,  "  an'  I  wish  I  had  never 
seen  them  between  the  een,  for  they're  come  to  herry 
us  out  o'  house  and  ha'." 

"Why,  Donald."  said  Lord  Menteith,  "  you  did  not 
use  to  be  so  churlish  of  your  beef  and  ale :  southland 
though  they  be,  they'll  scarce  eat  up  all  the  cattle 
that's  going  on  the  castle  mains." 

"  TeiT  care  an  they  did."  said  Donald,  "  an  that 
were  the  warst  o't,  for  we  have  a  wheen  canny  trews- 
men  here  that  wadna  let  us  want  if  there  was  a  hom- 
ed beast  atween  this  and  Perth.  But  this  is  a  warse 
joh— it's  nae  less  than  a  wager." 

"A  wager!"  repeated  Lord  Menteith,  with  some 
surprise. 

"^Troth,"  continued  Donald,  to  the  full  as  eager  to 
tell  his  news  as  Lord  Menteith  was  curious  to  bear 
them,  "  as  your  lordship  is  a  friend  and  kinsman  o' 
the  house,  an'  as  ye' 11  hear  enciurh  o't  in  less  than  an 
hour,  I  may  as  wecl  tell  ye  mysell.  Ye  sail  be  pleased 
tlien  to  know,  that  when  our  Laird  was  up  in  Eng- 
land, where  he  gangs  oftencr  than  his  fnends  can 
wi^,  he  was  biding  at  the  house  o'  this  Sir  Miles 
Musgrave,  an'  there  was  putten  on  the  table  six  can- 
dlesticks that  they  tell  me  were  twice  as  rauckle  as 


little  how  to  guide  it !  Sae  they  began  to  jeer  the 
Laird,  that  he  saw  nae  sic  graith  m  his  ain  poor  coon- 
try  ;  and  the  Laird,  scormng  to  hae  his  country  put 
down  without  a  word  for  its  credit,  swore,  like  agude 
ScotsmaiL  that  he  had  mair  candlesticks,  and  better 
candlesticks,  in  his  ain  castle  at  home,  than  were  ever 
lighted  in  a  hall  in  Cumberland,  an  Ctimberland  be 
the  name  o'  the  country." 

"That  was  patriotically  said,"  observed  Lord  Men- 
teith. 

"  Pary  true,"  said  Donald ;  "  but  her  honour  had 
better  hae  hauden  her  tongue ;  for  if  ye  say  ony  thing 
amang  the  Saxons,  thars  a  wee  by  oroinar,  th^ 
clink  ye  down  for  a  wager  as  fast  as  a  Lowland  smito 
would  hammer  shoon  on  a  Highland  shel^.  An'  so 
the  Laird  behoved  either  to  gae  back  o'  his  word  or 
wager  twa  bunder  merks ;  and  so  he  e'en  to^  the 
wager,  rather  than  be  shamed  wi'  the  like  o*  them. 
And  now  he's  like  to  get  it  to  pny,  and  Fm  thinking 
that's  what  makes  him  sae  swear  to  come  hame  at 
e'en." 

"Indeed,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "from  my  idea  of 
your  family  plate,  Donald,  your  master  is  certain  to 
lose  such  a  wager." 

"  Your  honour  may  swear  that ;  an'  where  he's  to 
get  the  siller  I  kenna,  although  be  borrowed  out  o* 
twenty  purses.  I  advised  him  to  pit  the  twa  Saxon 
gentlemen  and  their  servants  cannily  into  the  pit  o' 
the  tower  till  they  gae  up  the  bargain  o'  free  gude-wiU, 
but  the  Laird  wiima  hear  reason." 

Allan  here  started  \xp  strode  forward,  and  interrupt- 
ed the  conversation,  saying  to  the  domestic  in  a  voice 

of  the  MvmteenUi  oeutarr  in  the  dofoace  of  breachetaad  wallc 
When  the  Qermani  inMUted  a  Scotch  re^rimeot  then  txwefed 
in  TrailsuDd,  Mrio^  they  heard  there  waa  a  ship  come  from 
Denmark  to  them  laden  with  tobacco  pipea,  "  One  o(  ow  mI- 
diera,"  nijni  Colonel  Rol)ert  Munro,  "  showiof  them  over  the 
work  a  morfenatara,  inade  of  a  large  atock  bwided  with  iroa, 
like  the  ahall  of  a  halbard,  with  a  round  flobe  at  the  end  with 
croM  iron  pikea,  aaith,  *  Here  ia  one  or  the  lobaeoo  pipea, 
wherewith  we  will  beat  out  yonr  braina  when  you  intend  to 
■torn  ua.' " 
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Uka  thunder,  "  And  how  dared  you  to  give  my  brother 
such  dishonourable  advice  ?  or  how  dare  you  to  say 
he  would  lose  this  or  any  other  waf^r  which  it  is  his 
pleasure  to  lay  T* 

"Troth,  Allan  M'Aulay,"  answered  the  old  man, 
"  it's  no  lor  my  lather's  son  to  gainsay  what  your  la- 
ther's eon  thinks  fit  to  say,  an  so  the  Laird  may  no 
doubt  win  his  wager.  A'  that  I  ken  against  it  is,  that 
the  teil  a  candlestick,  or  ony  thing  like  it  is  in  the  house, 
except  the  auld  airn  branches  that  hae  been  here  since 
Laird  Kenneth's  time,  and  the  tin  sconces  that  your 
father  gard  be  made  by  auld  Willie  VVinkie  the  tinkler, 
mair  be  token  that  deil  an  uncc  of  eQIer  plate  is  about 
the  house  at  a',  forbv  the  lady's  auld  posset  dish,  that 
wants  the  cover  and  ane  o'  the  lugs.'' 

"  Peace^  old  man !"  said  Allan,  fiercely ;  *'  and  do 
you,  gentlemen,  if  your  refection  is  finished,  leave  this 
apartment  clear ;  I  must  prepare  it  for  the  reception 
of  these  southern  guests.'' 

"Come  away,"  said  the  domestic,  pulling  Lord  Men- 
teith  by  the  sleeve ;  ''  his  hour  is  on  nun,*'  said  h&  look- 
ingtowards  Allan,  "  and  he  will  not  be  controlled." 

They  left  the, hall  accordingly.  Lord  Menteith  and 
the  Captain  being  ushered  one  way  by  old  Donald, 
and  the  two  attendants  conducted  elsewhere  by  an- 
other Highlander.  The  former  had  scarcely  read^ 
a  sort  of  withdrawing  apartment  ere  thev  were  i<Hned 
by  the  lord  of  the  mansion,  Angus  M*Aulay  by  name, 
and  his  EuR^h  guests.  Great  joy  was  expressed  by 
all  parties,  tor  Lord  Menteith  and  the  Enghsh  gentle- 
men were  well  known  to  each  other;  and  on  Lord 
Menteith's  introduction.  Captain  Daketty  was  well  re- 
ceived by  the  Laird.  But  after  the  first  burst  of  hos- 
pitable congratulation  vras  over,  Lord  Menteith  could 
cbeeiye  that  there  was  a  shade  of  sadness  on  the  brow 
of  his  Highland  friend. 

"  You  must  have  heard,"  said  Sir  Christopher  HalL 
"that  our  fine  undertaking  in  Cumberland  is  all 
blown  up.  The  militia  woiud  not  march  into  Scot- 
land, ana  your  prick-ear'd  Covenanters  have  been  too 
hardi  for  our  friends  in  the  southern  shires.  And  so, 
understanding  there  is  some  stirring  work  here,  Mus- 
grave  and  I,  rather  than  sit  idle  at  home,  are  come  to 
have  a  campaign  among  your  kilts  and  plaids." 

"  I  hope  you  have  brought  arms,  men,  and  money 
with  you,"  sakl  Lord  Menteith,  smiling. 

"  Only  some  dozen  or  two  of  troopers,  whom  we 
left  at  the  last  Lowland  village,"  said  Musgrave,  "and 
trouble  enough  we  had  to  ^t  them  so  far. 

"  As  for  money,"  said  hu^  companion,  "we  expect 
a  small  supply  from  our  friend  and  host  here." 

The  Laird  now,  colouring  highly,  took  Menteith  a 
little  apart,  and  expressed  to  him  nis  regret  that  he 
had  fallen  into  a  foolish  blunder. 

"I  heard  it  from  Donald."  said  Lord  Menteith, 
scaree  able  to  suppress  a  smile. 

"Devil  take  that  old  man,"  said  M'Aulav,  "he 
would  tell  every  thing,  were  it  to  cost  one's  life  ;  but 
it*9  no  jesting  matter  to  you  neither,  my  lord,  for  I 
redbon  on  your  fiiendly  and  fraternal  benevolence,  as 
a  near  kinsman  of  our  house,  to  help  me  out  with  the 
money  due  to  these  pock-puddings;  or  else,  to  be 
plain  wi'  ye,  the  deil  a  M'Aulay  wul  there  be  at  the 
muster,  for  curse  me  if  I  do  not  turn  Covenanter  rather 
than  ace  these  fellows  without  paving  them :  and,  at 
the  best,  1  shall  be  ill  enough  onj  getting  both  the 
•caith  and  the  scorn." 

"  You  may  suppose,  cousin,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "  I 
am  not  too  well  equipt  just  now;  butyeu  maybe  assur- 
ed I  shall  endeavour  to  nelp  you  as  well  as  I  can,  for  the 
sake  of  old  kindred,  neighbourhood,  and  alliance." 

"  Tliank  ye— thank  ye— thank  ye,"  reiterated  5f 'Au- 
lay  ;  "and  as  they  are  to  spend  the  money  in  the 
lung's  service,  what  signifies  whether  you,  they,  or 
I  pay  it— we  are  a'  one  man's  bairns,  1  hope ?  But 
vou  must  help  me  out  too  with  some  reasonable  ex- 
cuse, or  else  I  shall  be  for  taking  to  Andrew  Fer- 
rara ;  for  I  Kke  not  to  be  treated  like  a  liar  or  a  brag- 
gart at  my  own  board-end,  when,  God  knows,  I  only 
meant  to  support  my  honour,  and  that  of  my  family 
and  country." 

Donaldi  as  they  were  speaking,  entered,  with  rather 
a  blither  face  than  he  might  have  been  expected  to 
wear,  considering  the  impending  fate  of  his  master's 


purse  and  credit.  **  Gentlemens,  her  dmner  is  ready, 
and  her  candUa  are  Hghted  too"  said  Donald,  with  a 
strong  guttural  emphasis  on  the  last  clause  of  his 
q)eech. 

"What  the  devil  can  he  meanT'  said  Musgrave, 
looking  to  his  countryman. 

Lord  Menteith  put  the  same  question  with  his  eyes 
to  the  Laird,  which  M'Aulay  answered  by  shaking 
his  head. 

A  short  dispute  about  precedence  somewhat  delay- 
ed their  leavmg  the  apartment.  Lord  Menteith  in- 
sisted upon  yielding  up  that  which  belonged  to  his 
rank,  on  consideration  of  his  being  in  his  own  coun- 
try, and  of  his  near  connexion  with  the  family  in 
wmch  they  found  themselves.  The  t>vo  English 
strangers,  therefore,  were  firet  ushered  into  the  hall, 
where  an  unexpected  display  awaited  them.  The 
lai^  oaken  table  was  spread  with  substantial  joints 
of  meat,  and  seats  were  placed  in  order  for  the  guests. 
Behind  every  seat  stood  a  gigantic  Highlander,  com- 
pletely dressed  and  armea  after  the  fashion  of  bis 
counoy,  holding  in  his  right  hand  his  drawn  sword« 
with  the  pomt  turned  downwards,  and  in  the  left  a 
blazing  toreh  made  of  the  bog-pine.  This  wood, 
found  m  the  morasses,  is  so  full  of  turpentine^  that, 
when  split  and  dried,  it  is  freouently  used  m  tho 
Highlands  instead  of  candles.  The  unexpected  and 
somewhat  startling  apparition  was  seen  oy  the  red 
glare  of  the  torches,  which  displayed  the  wild  fea- 
tures, unusual  dre(»,  and  glhtering  arms  of  those 
who  bore  them,  while  the  smoke,  edd\nng  up  to  the 
roof  of  the  hall,  overcanopied  them  wit"h  a  volume  of 
vapor.  Ere  the  strangere  had  recovered  from  their 
surprise,  Allan  stept  forward,  and  pointing  with  his 
sheathed  broadsword  to  the  torch -bearers,  said,  in  a 
deep  and  stem  tone  of- voice,  "Behold,  gentlempn 
cavaliers,  the  chandeUers  of  my  brother's  house,  the 
ancient  fashion  of  our  ancient  name ;  not  one  of  these 
men  knows  any  law  but  their  Chiefs  command- 
Would  you  dare  to  compare  to  thxm  in  value  the 
richest  ore  that  ever  was  dug  out  of  the  minel  How 
say  you,  cavaliere?— is  your  wager  won  or  lost?" 

Lost,  lost."  said  Musgrave,  gayly— "  my  own  sil- 
ver candlesticks  are  all  melted  and  riding  on  horse- 
back by  this  time,  and  I  wish  the  fellows  that  enlisted 
were  half  as  trusty  as  these.— Here,  sir"  he  added 
to  the  Chief,  "  is  your  money ;  it  impaire  Hall's  finan- 
ces and  mine  somewhat,  but  debts  of  honour  must  be 
settled." 

"My  father's  curse  upon  my  father's  son,"  said 
Allan,  interrupting  him,  "  if  he  receive  from  you  one 
penn  v !  It  is  enoug^h  that  you  claim  no  right  to  exact 
nomliim  what  is  ms  own." 

Lord  Menteith  eagerly  supported  Allan's  opinbn, 
and  the  elder  M'Aulay  readily  joined,  declaring  the 
whole  to  be  a  fool's  business,  and  not  worth  speak- 
ing more  about.  The  Englishmen,  after  some  cour- 
teous opposition,  were  persuaded  to  regard  the  whole 
as  a  joke. 

"And  now,  Allan,"  said  the  Laird,  "please  to  re- 
move your  candles ;  for,  since  the  Saxon  gentlemen 
have  seen  them,  they  will  eat  their  dinner  as  com- 
fortably by  the  light  of  the  old  tin  sconces,  without 
scomfishing  them  with  so  much  smoke."  ^ 

Accordingly,  at  a  sign  from  Allan,  the  living  chan- 
deliers, recovering  their  broadswords,  and  nolding 
the  pomt  erect,  marched  out  of  the  hall,  and  left  the 
guests  to  enjoy  their  refreshment.* 


CHAPTER  V. 

Tliaieb^  M  Itearleno  •nd  lo  fbll  he  irrew, 
That  hii  own  tyre  and  maiater  of  his  guiM 
Did  often  tremble  at  hi*  horrid  Tiew ; 
Aod  if  for  dread  of  hurt  would  him  adriae, 
The  anfrr  beaitea  not  raihlir  to  detpiie. 
Nor  too  much  to  proToke :  ror  he  would  leamo 
ThM  lion  ttoup  to  him  in  lowljr  wife, 
(A  lecaon  hard,)  and  make  the  libbard  itenM 
Leave  roarinr,  when  in  rage  he  for  roTenge  did  earae. 

SrsNasR. 

NoTwrrHSTANPiivo  the  proverbial  epicurism  of  the 
English,— proverbial,  that  is  to  say,  in  Scotland  at 

*  Soch  a  bet  aa  that  mentioned  in  the  text  ia  Mid  to  ham 
been  taken  bj  MacDonald  of  Keppoch,  who  extricated  hioualf 
in  the  manner  tltere  narrated. 
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the  period,— Che  EhgUeh  viMten  Made  no  fisute  what- 
erer  at  the  entertainm^it,  oonipared  with  the  portea- 
touB  voracity  of  Captain  Dalgetty,  although  that 
gallant  soldier  had  already  dispmycd  much  steadineee 
and  pertinacity  in  his  attack  upon  the  lighter  refresh- 
ment set  before  them  at  their  entrance,  by  way  of 
forlorn  hope.  He  qpoke  to  no  one  during  the  time 
of  his  meal:  and  it  was  not  until  the  victuals  were 
nearly  withdrawn  from  the  table,  that  he  gratified 
the  rest  of  the  company,  who  had  watched  nun  with 
some  surprise,  with  an  account  of  the  reasons  why 
he  ate  so  very  fast  and  so  very  lonff. 

"The  former  quahty,"  he  said,  he  had  acqmred, 
while  he  filled  a  place  at  the  bursar's  table  at  the 
Mareechal-CoUege  of  Aberdeen;  when,"  said  he^  "if 
you  did  not  move  your  jaws  as  fast  as  a  pair  of  cas- 
tanets, you  were  very  unlikely  to  get  any  thing  to  put 
between  them.  And  as  for  the  quantity  of  my  food, 
be  it  known  to  this  honourable  company,'*  continued 
the  Captain,  "  that  it's  the  duty  of  every  commander 
of  a  fortress,  on  all  occasions  which  ofier,  to  secure 
as  much  munition  and  vivers  as  their  magazines  can 
possibly  hold,  not  knowing  when  they  may  have  to 
sustain  a  siege  or  a  blockade.  Upon  which  principle, 
gentlemen,"  said  he,  "when  a  cavalier  finds  that 
provant  is  j^ood  and  abundant,  he  wMl,  in  my  estima- 
tion, do  wisely  to  victual  himself  for  at  least  three 
days,  as  there  is  no  knowing  when  he  may  come  by 
another  meal." 

The  Laird  expressed  his  acquiescence  in  the  pru- 
dence of  this  principle,  and  recommended  to  the  vete- 
ran to  add  a  tass  of  brandy  and  a  flagon  of  claret  to 
the  substantial  provisions  he  had  alreadv  laid  in,  to 
which  proposal  the  Captain  readilv  agreed. 

Whpn  dinner  was  removed,  ana  the  servants  had 
withdrawn,  excepting  the  .Laird's  page,  or  hench- 
man, who  remained  m  the  apartment  to  call  for  or 
bring  whatever  was  wanted,  or,  in  a  word,  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  a  modem  bell-wire,  the  conversation 
began  to  turn  upon  politics,  and  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try; and  Lord  Menteith  inquired  anxiously  and  par- 
ticularly what  clans  were  expected  to  join  the  pro- 
posed muster  of  the  King's  friends. 
,  "  That  depends  much,  ray  lord,  on  the  person  who 
lifts  the  banner,"  said  the  Laird;  "for  you  know  we 
Highlanders,  when  a  few  clans  are  assembled,  are 
not  easily  commanded  by  one  of  our  own  Chiefs,  or, 
to  say  the  truth,  by  any  other  body.  We  have  heard  a 
rumour,  mdeed,  that  Colkitto-that  is,  young  Colkitto, 
or  Alaster  M 'Donald,  is  come  over  the  Kyle  from 
Ireland,  with  a  body  of  the  Earl  of  Antrim^s  people, 
and  that  they  had  got  as  far  as  Ardnamurchan.  Tncy 
might  have  been  nere  before  now,  but,  I  suppose, 
they  loitered  to  plunder  the  country  as  they  came 
along." 

"Will  Colkitto  not  serve  you  for  a  leader,  then?" 
said  Lord  Menteith. 

"Colkitto r  said  Allan  M*Aulay,  scornfully;  "who 
talksof  Colkitto?— There  lives  but  one  man  whom 
we  will  follow,  and  that  is  Montrose." 

**But  Montrose,  sir,"  said  Sir  Christopher  Hall, 
*has  not  been  heard  oj;  nnce  our  ineffectual  attempt 
to  rise  in  the  north  of  England.    It  is  thought  he  has 
returned  to  the  King  at  Oxford  for  farther  instruc- 
tions." 

"  Returned  T*  said  Allan,  with  a  scornful  laugh ;  "  I 
could  tell  ye,  but  it  is  not  worth  my  while ;  ye  will 
know  soon  enough."  » 

"  By  my  honour,  Allan,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "you 
wfll  weary  out  your  friends  with  this  intolerable,  fro- 
ward.  and  sullen  htmiour— But  I  know  the  reason." 
added  he,  laughing;  "you  have  not  seen  Annot  Lyle 
to-dav." 

"Whom  did  yon  My  I  had  not  seen?"  aakl  Allan, 
sternly.  |r 

"Annot  Lyle,  the  fairy  queen  of  song  and  minstrel- 
sy." said  Lord  Menteith. 

'Would  to  God  I  were  never  to  tee  her  again," 
said  Allan,  aighing,  "  on  condition  the  same  weird 
were  laid  on  you  r 

I*  And  why  on  vmT  said  Lord  Menteith,  carelessly. 
.    J^«»Me,"  sakl  Allan,  "it  is  written  on  your  fore- 
head, that  yon  are  to  be  the  nrin  of  each  other.' 
aaymg,  he  rose  up  and  left  the  room. 


So 


"  Has  he  been  hmg  in  this  way  r*  asked  Lord  UBii- 
tatk  addressing  his  orother. 

"About  three  days^"  answered  Angus;  "the  fit  is 
wellnigh  over,  he  will  be  better  to-morrow.— Bat 
come,  gentlemen,  don't  let  the  taip^t-hen  scraugh  to 
be  emptied.  The  King's  health,  King  Chu'les's  health! 
and  may  the  covenanting  dog  that  refuses  it,  go  te 
Heaven  by  the  road  of  the  Grassmarket  f 

The  health  was  quickly  pledged,  and  a«  last  aoc- 
ceeded  by  another,  and  another,  and  another,  all  of 
a  party  cast,  and  enforced  in  an  eameat  manner. 
Captam  Dalgetty,  however,  thought  it  necessary  to 
enter  a  protest. 

"Gentlemen  cavaliers,"  he  said,  "I  drink  these 
healths,  primot  both  out  of  respect  to  this  honourable 
and  hospitable  roof-tree,  and,  seeundo,  becaase  I  hold 
it  not  good  to  be  preceese  in  such  matters,  inter  poctda; 
but  I  protest,  agreeable  to  the  warrandice  granted  by 
this  honourable  lord,  that  it  shall  be  free  to  me,  not- 
withstanding my  present  complaisance,  to  take  ser- 
vice with  the  Covenanters  to-morrow,  provkling  I 
shall  be  so  minded." 

M'Aulay  and  his  Eki^iish  guests  stared  at  this  de- 
claration, which  wouldliave  certainly  bred  new  dis- 
turbance, if  Lord  Menteiih  had  not  taken  up  the  aibir. 
and  explained  the  circumstances  and  conditions.  "  t 
trust,"  he  conchided,  "we  shall  be  able  to  seoare 
Captain  Dalgetty's  assistance  to  our  own  party." 

''And  if  not,''  said  the  Laird,  "I  protest,  aa  the 
Captain  says,  that  nothing  that  has  paiissed  this  even- 
ing^ not  even  his  having  eaten  my  bread  and  sah, 
and  pled^  me  in  brandy,  Bonrdaauz,  or  uainiebsDgh, 
shall  prejudice  my  cleavmg  him  to  the  neckbone.*'^ 

"  You  shall  be  heartily  welcome,"  sakl  the  C«>taiii, 
"  providing  my  sword  cannot  keep  my  head,  which  it 
has  done  in  worse  dangers  than  your  fisod  is  likdy  ta 
make  for  me." 

Here  Lord  Menteith  again  htterposed,  and  the  ocm- 
cord  of  the  company  being  with  no  small  dilRcalty 
restored,  was  cemented  by  some  deep  carouses.  Lord 
Menteith,  however,  contrived  to  break  np  the  party 
earlier  than  was  the  usage  of  the  Castle,  imder  pre- 
tence of  fatigue  and  indisposition.  This  waa  some- 
what to  the  disappointment  of  the  valiant  Captain, 
who,  among  other  habits  acquired  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, had  acQuired  both  a  disposition  to  drink,  and  a 
capacity  to  bear,  an  exorbitant  quantity  of  strong 
litmors. 

Their  landlord  ushered  them  in  person  to  a  sort  of 
Blfoping  gallery,  in  which  there  was  a  four-post  bed, 
with  tartan  curtains,  and  a  number  of  criba,  or  long 
hainpers,  placed  along  the  wall,  three  of  which,  wot 
stufied  with  blooming  heather,  were  prepared  for  the 
rec^tion  of  guests. 

"I  need  not  tell  your  lordship^"  saki  M*Au]ay  to 
Lord  Menteith,  a  kttle  apart,  "  our  Highland  mods 
of  quartering.  Only  that,  not  liking  3rou  should  sleep 
in  the  room  alone  with  this  German  land-looper,  I 
have  caused  your  servants'  beds  to  be  made  nen  in 
the  gallery.  By  G— d,  my  lord,  these  are  timea  whsn 
men  go  to  bed  with  a  throat  hale  and  aouod  aa  ever 
swallowed  brandy,  and  before  next  morning  it  may 
be  gapiiig  like  an  oyster-shell." 

Lord  Menteith  thanked  him  sincerely,  saying;  "It 
was  just  the  arrangement  he  would  have  roquested; 
for.  although  he  had  not  the  least  apprehenabn  of 
violence  from  Captain  Dalgetty,  yet  Andenon  was  a 
better  kind  of  person,  a  sort  of  gentleman,  whom  be 
always  liked  to  have  near  his  person." 

"  I  have  not  seen  this  Anderson,"  said  M*Aniay ; 
"did  you  hire  him  in  En^and ?" 

"  I  dkl  so,"  said  Lord  menteith ;  "  you  will  ne  tbe 
man  to-morrow ;  in  the  meantime,  I  wiah  you  goo^- 
niffht." 

His  host  left  the  apartment  after  tbe  ewning  sals- 
tation,  and  was  about  to  pay  the  aame  compbnMBt 
to  Captain  Dalgetty,  but  observing  him  deeply  m* 
gaged  in  the  discussion  of  a  hu^  pitcher  filled  wHk 
brandy  posset,  he  thought  it  a  pity  to  disturb  ham  m 
so  laudable  an  employment,  and  took  his  leave  wi^ 
out  farther  ceremony. 

Lord  Menteith' a  two  attendants  entered  the  apart- 
ment almost  immediately  after  hia  departure.  Tbt 
geod  Captain,  who  was  iiow  somewhat  eocumbcftd 
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with  hisffopd  cheer,  bc^ui  to  find  the  undoing  of  the 
elasiM  of  Difl  armour  a  task  somewhat  difficulty  and 
addrened  Anderson  in  these  worda,  interrupted  by  a 
digfat  hicci^— "  Anderaon,  ray  good  friend,  you  may 
leaia  in  Scnptuie,  that  he  that  putteth  off  his  armour 
ehouJd  not  ooast  himself  like  he  that  putteth  it  on 
-^I  bdieve  that  is  not  the  right  word  of  command ; 
bat  the  plain  truth  of  it  is,  I  am  like  to  sleep  in  my 
oorsfot,  uke  many  an  honest  fellow  that  never  waked 
again^  nnless  you  unloose  this  buckle." 

"Undo  his  armour,  Sibbald,"  said  Anderson  to  the 
other  arrant 

"By  St.  Andrew!"  exclaimed  the  Captain,  turning 
leuod  in  great  astonishment,  "here's  a  common  fef- 
Ipw— a  atiuendiary  with  four  pounds  a>year  and  a 
livery  eloak,  thinks  himself  too  good  to  serve  Ritt- 
maater  Du^^  Dalgetty  of  Drumthwacket,  who  has 
studied  humanity  at  the  Mareschal-CoU^e  of  Aber- 
deen, and  served  half  the  princes  of  Europe!" 

"Captain  Dalgetty,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  whose  bt 

tt  was  to  stand  peacemaker  throughout  the  evening, 

'please  to  imderstand  that  Anderson  waits  upon  no 

one  but  mvself ;  but  I  will  help  Sibbald  to  undo  your 

corslet  witn  much  pleasure." 

"Too  much  trouole  for  you,  my  lord,"  said  Dal- 
setty;  ^*  and  yet  it  would  do  you  no  harm  to  practise 
Bow  a  handsome  harness  is  put  on  and  put  oS.  I 
can  8tc»  in  and  out  of  mine  like  a  gk>ve;  only  to- 
night, although  not  ebrtHs^  I  am,  in  the  classic  phrase, 
tino  cibpqw  graxaius,^^ 

By  this  time  he  was  imshelled,  and  stood  before  the 
fire  muang  with  a  foce  of  drunken  wisdom  on  the 
«veate  of  the  evening.  What  seemed  chiefly  to  inter- 
est him,  was  the  character  of  Allan  M'Aiilay.  "  To 
come  over  the  Englishmen  so  cleverly  with  ms  High- 
ly torch-bearers— eight  bare-breeched  Rories  for  six 
silver  candlesticks ! — it  was  a  master-piece— a  tour  dc 
fosH-Ai  was  perfect  legerdemain— and  to  be  a  mad- 
ffianalt«rall!— Idoubt  greatly,  my  lord,"  (shalung 
his  head,)  "  that  I  must  allow  him.  notwithstanding 
his  relationship  to  your  lordship,  the  privileges  of  a 
rational  person,  ana  either  batoon  him  sufficiently  to 
expiate  the  vblencc  ofiered  to  my  person,  or  else  bring 
u  to  a  matter  of  mortal  arbitrement,  as  becometh  an 
uiaulted  cavalier." 

.  If  TOtt  care  to  hear  a  long  story,"  said  Lord  Men- 
^*?Mi^  at  this  time  of  night.  I  can  tell  you  how  the 
circumstances  of  Allan's  birth  account  so  well  for  his 
amgolar  character,  as  to  put  such  satisfectbn  entirely 
wit  of  the  question." 
...  A  long  story,  my  lord,"  said  Captain  Dalgetty, 

4  next  to  a  good  evenmg  draught  and  a  warm 
tcan,  the  b^  shoeing-hom  for  drawing  on  a 
sound  deep.  And  since  your  lordship  is  pleased  to 
take  the  trouble  to  tell  it,  I  shall  rest  your  patient  and 
obhaed  auditor." 

Anderson,"  sakl  Lord  Menteith,  "  and  you,  Sib- 
Mlu,  are  dving  to  hear,  I  suppose,  of  this  strange  man 
too;  and  I  beueve  I  must  inaidge  your  curk)aty,  that 
^  may  know  how  to  behave  to  him  in  time  of  need. 
You  had  better  step  to  the  fire  then." 

Having  thus  assembled  an  audience  about  him, 
wra  Menteith  sat  down  upon  the  edge  of  the  four- 
Post  bed,  while  Captain  Dalgetty,  wiping  the  relics 
01  the  posset  from  his  beard  and  mustaches,  and 
i^pcsun^  the  first  verse  of  the  Lutheran  psalm,  AlU 
Ptif^fjuaUr  lobcn  den  Herrrit  6ui.  rolled  himself  into 
^Qcof  thcolaces  of  repose,  aind  thrusting  his  shook 
P^  Irnm  between  the  blankets,  Ustened  to  Lord 
'feoteith's  relation  in  a  most  luxiurious  state,  between 
••aping  and  waking. 

.The  father,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "of  the  two 
brothers,  An^  and  Allan  M'Aulay,  was  a  gentle- 
gj^  of  consideration  and  family,  being  the  chief  of  a 
Highland  clan,  of  good  account,  thou^  not  mmie- 
roua:  his  bdy,  the  mother  of  these  young  men,  was  a 
Sentlewotnan  of  good  family,  if  I  may  be  pernutted  to 
py  ao  of  one  nearly  connected  with  my  own.  Her 
bromer,  an  honourable  and  spirited  young  man,  ob- 
«jned  ftpm  James  the  Sixth  a  grant  of  forestry,  and 
otcCT  pnvileges,  over  a  royal  cnase  adjacent  to  this 
gtle;  and,  m  exercising  and  defending  these  rights, 
Be  was  BO  unfortunate  as  to  involve  himself  in  a  quar- 
t*(  with  vome  of  our  Highland  freebooters  or  cater- 


ans,  of  whom  )  think,  Captain  Dalgetty,  yoti  must 
have  heard." 

"And  that  I  have,"  said  the  Captain,  exerting  him^ 
self  to  answer  the  appeal.  "Before  I  left  the  More- 
schal-CoUege  of  Aberdeen,  Dugald  Garr  was  playini^ 
the  devil  in  the  Gariodi,  and  the  Farouharsons  on 
Dee-side,  and  the  Clan  Chattan  on  the  Gordons' 
lands,  and  the  Grants  and  Camcrons  in  Moray-land. 
And  since  that,  I  have,  seen  the  Cravats  and  Pan- 
dours  in  Pannonia  and  Transylvania,  and  the  Cos* 
sacks  from  the  Polish  frontier,  and  robbers,  banditti, 
and  barbarians  of  all  cotmtries  besides,  bo  that  I  have 
a  distinct  idea  of  your  broken  Highlandmen." 

"The  clan,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "  with  whom  th« 
maternal  uncle  of  the  M'Atilays  had  been  placed  in 
feud,  was  a  small  sept  of  banditti,  called,  from  their 
houseless  state,  ana  their  incessantly  wandenng 
among  the  mountains  and  glcns,  the  Children  of  th<r 
Biist.  The/  are  a  fierce  and  hardv  people,  with  all 
the  irritabibty,  and  wild  and  vengeful  paseions,  proper 
to  men  who  nave  never  known  the  restraint  of  civil- 
ized society.  A  party  of  them  lay  in  wait  for  the  un- 
fortunate Warden  of  the  Forest,  surprised  him  while 
hunting  alone  and  unattended,  ana  slew  him  with 
every  circumatance  of  inventive  cruelty.  They  cut 
of!'  his  head,  and  resolved,  in  a  bravado,  to  exhibit  it 
at  the  castle  of  his  brother-in-law.  The  laird  waa 
absent,  and  the  lady  reluctantly  received  as  guests, 
men  against  whom,  perhaps,  she  was  afraid  to  shut 
her  gates.  Refreshments  were  placed  before  the  Chil- 
dren of  the  Mist,  who  took  an  opportunity  to  take 
the  head  of  their  victim  from  the  plaid  in  which  it 
was  wrapt,  placed  it  on  the  table,  put  a  piece  of  bread 
between  the  lifeless  jaws,  bidding  them  do  their  office 
now,  since  many  a  good  meal  they  had  eaten  at  thai 
table.  The  lady,  who  had  been  absent  fbr  some 
household  purpose,  enterod  at  this  moment,  and, 
upon  beholding  her  brother's  head,  fled  like  an  arrow 
out  of  the  house  into  the  woods,  uttering  shriek  upon 
shriek.  The  ruffians,  satisfied  with  this  savage  tri- 
umph, withdrew.  The  terrified  meniahi,  after  over 
coming  the  alarm  to  which  they  had  been  subjected 
sought  their  unfortunate  mistress  in  every  direction, 
but  she  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  The  miserable 
husband  returned  next  day,  and,  with  the  assistance 
of  his  people,  undertook  a  more  anxious  and  distant 
search,  but  to  equally  Uttle  purpose.  It  was  believed 
universaUy,  that,  in  the  ecfttacy  of  bar  terror,  she 
must  other  have  thrown  herself  over  one  of  the  nu- 
merous precipices  which  overhang  the  river,  or  into  a 
deep  lake  about  a  mile  from  the  castle.  Her  loss  was 
the  more  lamented,  as  she  was  six  months  advanced 
in  her  pregnancy;  Angus  M'Aulay,  her  ddest  son, 
having  been  born  about  eighteen  months  before.— 
But  I  tire  you.  Captain  Dalgetty,  and  you  seem  in- 
clined to  sleep. 

By  no  means,"  answered  the  soldier;  "  I  am  no 
whit  somnolent  j  I  always  hear  best  with  my^  eyea 
shut  It  is  a  feshion  I  learned  when  I  stood  sentinel." 
And  I  daresay,"  said  Lord  Menteith.  aside  to  An- 
derson, "  the  weight  of  the  halberd  of  the  sergeant  of 
the  rounds  often  made  him  open  them." 

Being  apparently,  however,  in  the  humour  of  story- 
tellings  the  young  nobleman  went  on,  addressing 
himself  chiefly  to  his  servants,  without  minding  the 
slumbering  veteran. 

"  Every  baron  in  the  country,"  said  he,  "  now  swore 
revenge  for  this  dreadful  crime.  They  took  arms 
with  me  relations  and  brother-in-law  of  the  murder- 
ed person,  and  the  Children  of  the  Mist  were  himted 
down,  I  believe,  with  as  little  mercy  as  they  had 
themselves  manifested.  Seventeen  heads,  the  bloody 
trophies  of  their  vengeance,  were  distributed  amon^ 
the  allies,  and  fed  the  crows  upon  the  gates  ol  their 
castles.  The  survivors  sought  out  m6re  distant  wil- 
dernesses, to  which  they  retreated." 

"To  your  right  hand,  counter-march  and  retreat  to 
your  former  ground,"  said  Captain  Dalgetty :  the  mili- 
tary phrase  having  produced  the  correspondent  word 
of  command :  and  then  starting  up,  professed  he  had 
been  profoundly  attentive  to  every  word  that  had  been 
q>oken. 

"  It  is  the  custom  in  summer,"  said  Lord  Menteith 
without  attending  to  hia  apology,  "  to  tend  the  cow« 
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to  the  upland  pastures  to  have  the  benefit  of  the 
grass ;  and  the  maids  of  the  village,  and  of  the  fainily, 
ffo  there  to  milk  them  in  the  mominje:  and  evening. 
While  thus  employed,  the  females  of  this  family,  to 
their  great  terror,  perceived  that  their  motions  were 
watchod  at  a  distance  by  a  pale,  thin,  meagre  figure, 
bearing  a  strong  resemblance  to  their  deceased  inis- 
tress,  and  passing,  of  course,  for  her  apparition. 
When  some  of  the  boldest  resolved  to  approach  this 
faded  form,  it  fled  from  them  into  the  woods  with  a 
wild  shriek.  The  husband,  informed  of  this  circum- 
Btance,  came  up  to  the  glen  with  some  attendants, 
and  took  his  measures  so  well  as  to  intcrca>t  the  re- 
treat of  the  unhappy  fugitive,  end  to  secure  the  person 
of  his  unfortunate  lady,  though  her  intellect  proved 
to  be  totally  deranged.  How  she  supported  herself 
during  her  wandenng  in  the  woods  could  not  be 
known — some  supposed  she  lived  upon  roots  and 
wUd-berries.  with  which  the  woods  at  that  season 
abounded ;  out  the  greater  part  of  the  vulgar  were 
satisfied  that  she  must  have  subsisted  upon  the  milk 
of  the  wild  does,  or  been  nourished  by  tne  fairie-s  or 
supported  in  some  manner  equally  marvellous.  Her 
re-appearance  was  more  eanly  accounted  for.  She 
had  seen  from  the  thicket  the  milking  of  the  cows,  to 
superintend  which  had  been  her  favourite  domestic 
employment,  and  the  habit  had  prevailed  even  in  her 
deranged  state  of  mind. 

"In  due  season  the  unfortunate  lady  was  delivered 
of  a  boy,  who  not  only  showed  no  appearance  of 
having  suffered  from  his  mother's  calamities,  but  ap- 
peared to  be  aA  infant  of  uncommon  health  and 
strength.  The  unhappy  mother,  after  her  confine- 
ment, recovered  her  reason— at  least  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, but  never  her  health  and  spirits.  Allan  was  her 
onlv  joy.  Her  attention  to  him  was  unremitting; 
ana  unquestionably  she  must  have  impressed  upon 
his  earlv  mind  many  of  those ,  superstitious  ideas  to 
which  nis  moody  and  enthusiastic  temper  gave  so 
ready  a  reception.  She  died  when  he  was  about  ten 
years  old.  Her  last  words  were  spoken  to  him  in 
private ;  but  there  is  Uttle  doubt  that  they  conveyed 
an  injunction  of  vengeance  upon  the  Children  of  the 
Mist  with  which  he  nas  since  ampljr  complied. 

"Prom  this  moment,  the  habits  of  Allan  M'Aulay 
were  totally  changed.  He  had  hitherto  been  his  mo- 
ther's constant  companion,  listening  to  her  dreams, 
and  repeating  his  own,  and  feeding  his  imagination, 
which,  probably  from  the  circumstances  preceding 
his  birth,  was  constitutionally  deranged,  with  all  the 
wild  aqd  terrible  superstitions  so  common  to  the 
mountameera,  to  which  his  unfortunate  mother  had 
become  much  addicted  ance  her  brother's  death.  By 
living  in  this  manner,  the  boy  had  gotten  a  timid, 
wild,  startled  look,  loved  to  seek  out  solitary  places 
in  the  woods,  and  was  never  so  much  terrified  as  by 
the  approach  of  children  of  the  same  age.  I  remem- 
ber, although  some  years  joungcr,  being  brought  up 
l;3re  by  my  father  upon  a  visit,  nor  can  I  forget  the  as- 
tonishment with  wnich  I  saw  this  infant-hermit  shun 
every  attempt  I  made  to  engage  him  in  the  sports 
natural  to  our  age.  I  can  remember  his  father  be- 
wailing his  disposition  to  mine,  and  alleging,  at  the 
same  time^  that  it  was  imposable  for  him  to  take 
IVom  his  vme  the  company  of  the  boy,  as  he  seemed 
to  be  the  only  consolation  that  remained  to  her  in  this 
world,  and  as  the  amusement  which  Allan's  society 
afforded  her  scorned  to  prevent  the  recurrence,  at 
least  in  its  full  force,  of  that  fearful  malady  by  which 
she  had  been  visited.  But,  after  the  death  of  his 
mother,  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  boy  seemed  at 
once  to  change.  It  is  true  he  remained  as  thoughtful 
and  serious  as  before ;  and  long  fits  of  silence  and 
abstraction  showed  plainly  that  his  disposition^  in 
this  respect,  was  in  no  degree  altered.  But  at  other 
times,  he  sought  out  the  rendezvous  of  the  youth  of 
the  claii,  which  be  had  hitherto  seemed  anxious  to 
avoid.  He  took  share  in  all  their  exercises;  and, 
from  his  very  extraordinary  personal  strength,  soon 
excelled  his  brother  and  other  youths,  whose  awcon- 
siderably  exceeded  his  own.  They,  who  had  hitherto 
held  him  in  contempt,  now  feared,  if  they  did  not  love 
him  i  and,  instead  of  Allan's  being  esteemed  adream- 
m&  womanish,  and  fiseble-mixuted  boy,  tbQse  who 


encountered  him  in  sports  or  mihtary  exercise,  now 
complained  that,  when  heated  by  the  strife,  he  was 
too  apt  to  turn  game  into  earnest,  and  to  forget  that 
he  was  only  engaged  in  a  friendly  trial  of  strength.— 
But  I  speak  to  regardless  ears,"  said  Lord  Menteitb, 
interrupting  himself^  for  the  Captain's  nose  now  gave 
the  most  indisputable  signs  that  he  was  fast  locked 
in  the  arms  of  oblivion. 

"If  you  mean  the  ears  of  that  snorting  swine,  jny 
lord,"  said  Anderson,  "  they  are.  indiml,  shut  to  any 
thing  that  you  can^  say ;  nevertheless,  this  place  bong 
unfit  for  more  private  conference,  I  hope  you  wiU 
have  the  goodness  to,  proceed,  for  Sibbald's  benefit 
and  for  nune.  The  history  of  this  poor  young  fellow 
has  a  deep  and  wild  interest  in  it" 

"You  must  know,  then,"  proceeded  Lord  Blcn- 
tcith,  "  that  Alhin  continued  to  increase  in  strength 
and  activity  till  his  fifteenth  year,  about  which  time 
he  assumed  a  total  independence  of  character,  and 
impatience  of  control,  which  much  alarmed  his  sur- 
viving parent.  He  was  absent  in  the  woods  for 
whole  days  and  nights,  under  pretence  of  huntoij^ 
though  he  did  not  always  bring  home  game.  I& 
father  was  the  more  alarmed,  because  several  of  the 
Children  of  the  Mist,  encouraged  by  the  increaacg 
troubles  of  the  state,  had  ventured  oack  to  their  old 
haunts,  nor  did  he  think  it  altogether  safe  to  renew 
any  attack  upon  them.  The  risk  of  Allan,  in  his 
wanderings,  sustaining  injury  from  these  vindictive 
freebooters,  was  a  perpetual  source  of  apprehension. 

"I  was  myself  upon  a  visit  to  the  castle  when  this 
matter  was  brought  to  a  crisis.  Allan  had  been  absent 
since  daybreak  in  the  woods,  .where  I  had  sought  for 
him  in  vain ;  it  was  a  dark  stormy  night,  and  nc  did 
not  return.  His  father  expressed  the  utmost  anxiety, 
and  spoke  of  detaching  a  party  at  the  dawn  of  mora- 
mg  in  quest  of  him ;  when,  as  we  were  sitting  at  ibc 
supper-table,  the  door  suddenly  opened,  and  Allan 
entered  the  room  with  a  proud,  firm,  and  confident 
air.  His  intractability  of  temper,  as  well  as  the  un- 
$K;ttled  state  of  his  mind,  had  such  an  influence  over 
his  father,  that  he  suppressed  all  other  tokens  of  dis- 
pleasure, excepting  the  observation  that  I  had  killed 
a  fet  buck,  and  had  returned  before  sunset,  while  he 
supposed  Allan,  who  had  been  on  the  hill  till  mid- 
night, had  returned  with  empty  hands.  *Are  yon 
sure  of  that  T  said  Allan  fiercely;  *here  is  something 
will  tell  you  another  tale.' 

"We  now  observed  his  hands  were  bloodv,  and 
that  there  were  spots  of  blood  on  his  face,  and  waited 
the  issue  with  impatience ;  when  suddenly,  undoing 
the  comer  of  his  plaid,  he  rolled  down  on  the  table  a 
human  head,  bloody  and  new  severwi," saying  at  the 
same  tune,  '  Lie  thou  where  the  head  of  a  better  men 
lay  before  ye.'  Prom  the  haggard  features,  and  mat- 
ted red  hair  and  beard,  partly  grizzled  with  ag&  his 
father  and  others  present  recognised  the  head  w  Hec- 
tor of  the  Mist,  a  well-known  leader  among  the  oat- 
laws,  redoubted  for  strength  and  ferocity,  who  had 
been  active  in  the  murder  of  the  unfortunate  Fores- 
ter, uncle  to  Allan,  and  had  escaped  by  a  desperate 
defence  and  extraordinary  agility,  when  so  many  of 
his  companions  were  destroyed.  We  were  all,  it 
may  be  believed,  struck  with  surprise,  but  Allan  re- 
fused to  gratify  our  curiosity ;  and  wc  only  conjec- 
tured that  he  must  have  overcome  the  outlaw  after  a 
desperate  struggle,  because  we  discovered  that  he  had 
sustained  several  wounds  ftom  the  contest.  AD 
measures  were  now  taken  to  ensure  him  against  the 
vengeance  of  the  freebooters ;  but  neither  his  wouiubi 
nor  the  positive  command  of  his  father,  nor  even  the 
locking  of  the  gates  of  the  castle  and  the  doors  of  his 
apartment,  were  precautions  adequate  to  prevent 
Allan  from  seeking  out  the  very  persons  to  whom  he 
was  peculiarly  obnoxious.  He  made  his  escape  by 
night  from  the  window  of  the  apartment,  and  laud- 
ing at  h's  father's  vain  care,  produced  on  one  occasion 
the  head  of  one,  and  upon  another  those  of  two,  of 
the  Children  of  the  Mist.  At  length  these  men, 
fierce  as  they  were,  became  aroallea  by  the  invete- 
rate animosity  and  audacity  with  which  Allan  tovf^t 
out  their  recesses.  As  he  never  hesitated  to  encounter 
any  odds,  they  concluded  that  he  must  bear  a  charm- 
ed life^  or  fight  under  the  guardianship  of  some  8^per• 
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natuml  influencd.  Neither  gun,  dirk,  nor  dourlach,* 
they  said,  av«3ed  aught  against  him.  They  imputed 
thb  to  the  remarkable  circimistances  under  which  he 
was  bom;  and  at  length  five  or  six  of  the  stoutest 
catmns  of  the  Highlands  would  have  fled  at  Allan's 
halloo,  or  the  blast  of  his  horn. 

'  In  the  meanwhile,  however,  the  Children  of  the 
Mist  carried  on  then-  old  trade,  and  did  the  M'Aulays, 
a^  well  as  then-  kinsmen  ana  allies*  as  much  mis- 
chief as  they  could.  This  provokea  another  expe- 
(ution  agaiost  the  tribe,  in  which  I  had  my  share ;  we 
surprised  them  efi*ectuaUy,  by  besetting  at  once  the 
upfisr  and  under  passes  oif  the  country,  and  made 
such  clean  work  as  is  usual  on  these  occasions,  bum- 
U19  and  slaying  right  before  us.  In  this  terrible  spe- 
aes  of  war,  even  the  females  and  the  helpless  do  not 
always  escape.  One  little  maiden  alone,  who  smiled 
upon  Allan's  drawn  dirk,  escaped  his  vengance  upon 
my  earnest  entreaty.  She  was  brought  to  the  castle, 
and  here  bred  up  under  the  name  of  Annot  Lyle,  the 
most  beautiful  little  Ihiry  certainly  that  ever  danced 
upon  a  heath  by  moon-light.  It  was  long  ere  Allan 
TOiild  endure  the  presence  of  the  child,  until  it  occur- 
red to  hi^  imagination,  from  her  features  perhaps, 
that  she  dm  not  belong  to  the  hated  blood  of  his  en- 
C81W8,  but  had  become  their  captive  in  some  of  thdr 
incursions  J  a  circumstance  not  in  itself  impossible, 
hut  m  which  he  believes  as  firmly  as  in  holy  writ. 

uit i^r^^wiy  delighted  by  her  skill  in  music, 
which  IS  80  exquisite,  that  she  far  exceeds  the  best  per- 
formers in  this  country  in  playing  on  the  clairshacli, 
or  harp.  It  was  discovered  that  this  produced  upon 
the  disturbed  spirits  of  Allan,  in  his  gloomiest  moods, 
beneficial  eflfects,  similar  toi  those  experienced  by  the 
Jewiui  monarch  of  old ;  and  so  engaging  is  the  tem- 
per of  Annot  Lyle,  so  fascinating  the  innocence  and 
gayety  of  her  disposition,  that  she  is  considered  and 
treated  in  the  castle  rather  as  the  sister  of  the  propri- 
etor, thanos  a  dependant  upon  his  charity.  Indeed,  it 
J8  unpossible  for  any  one  to  see  her  without  being 
deeply  interested  by  the  ingenuity,  liveliness,  and 
sweeuiess  of  her  dispositioou  , 
^^    Take  care,  my^lord,"  said  Anderson,  smiling; 

Jhere  is  danger  in  such  violent  commendations. 
Allan  M'AuIay,  as  your  lordship  describes  him,  would 
prove  no  very  safe  rival." 

. .  Pooh  I  pooh !"  said  Lord  Menteith,  laughing,  yet 
blUMing  at  the  same  time ;  "  Allan  is  not  accessible 
lo  the  passion  of  lovcv  and  for  myself,"  said  he,  more 
Sravdy,  "Annot's  unknown  birtn  is  a  sufficient  rea- 
wn  against  serious  designs,  and  her  unprotected 
slate  precludes  every  other." 

It  a  spoken  like  yourself^  my  lord,"  said  Ander- 
son.— But  I  trust  you  will  proceed  with  your  inter- 
««!ing  story." 

It  is  well-nigh  finished,"  sakl  Lord  Menteith ;  "  I 
nave  only  to  add,  that  from  the  great  strength  and 
^^<wage  of  Allan  M'Aulay,  from  his  energetic  and 
^controllable  dii^yosition,  and  from  an  opinion  gene- 
july  entertained  and  encouraged  by  himself^  that  he 

t^  <^nimunion  with  supernatural  beings,  and  can 
predict  future  events,  the  clan  pay  a  much  greater  de- 
Sije  of  deference  to  him  than  even  to  his  brother, 
wba;s  a  bold-hearted  rattUng  Highlander,  but  with 
^S!t^  which  can  possibly  rival  the  extraordinary 

°M|ijcter  of  his  younger  brother." 

Such  a  character,"  said  Anderson,  "  cannot  but 

°^e  the  deepest  effect  on  the  minds  of  a  Highland 

Jgt   We  must  secure  Allan,  my  lord,  at  all  events. 

**}«  between  his  bravery  and  his  second  si^t" 

, .   Hush !"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "  that  owlis  awa- 

jS^  yon  talk  of  the  second  sight,  or  deideroaco- 
PjA?  said  the  soldier;  "  I  remember  memorable 
{^)or  Munro  telling  me  how  Murdock  Mackenzie, 
bom  m  Asont,  a  priviue  gentleman  in  a  oompany,  and 
a  pretty  soldier,  foretoltrthe  death  of  Donald  Tough, 
ftLocnaber  man,  and  certain  other  persons,  as  well 
«8  the  hurt,  of  the  major  himself  at  a  certain  onfall 
at  toe  aiege  of  Trailsirad." 

I  have  often  heard  of  this  faculty."  observed  An- 
derson, "  but  Ihave/lkiways  thought  those  pretending 
to  It  were  either  errtnusiasts  or  impostors.^ 
'  Dourtaek — iiniv»?r :  literally,  Batciiel-  of  arroMi. 

o 


"  I  should  be  loadi,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "  to  apfily 
either  character  to  my  kinsman,  Allan  M'Aulay.  He 
has  shown  on  many  occasions  too  much  acut^iess 
and  sense,  of  which  you  this  night  had  an  instance, 
for  the  character  of  an  enthusiast ;  and  his  high 
sense  of  honour,  and  manUness  of  disposition,  free 
him  from  the  charge  of  imposture." 

.  "  Your  lordship,  then,''  said  Anderson,"  is  a  be- 
liever in  his  supematuriU  attributes  ??' 

I'  By  no  means,"  said  the  young  nobleman ;  "  I 
think  that  he  persuades  himself  that  the  predictions 
which  are,  in  reality,  the  result  of  judgment  and  re- 
fiection,  are  supernatural  impressions  on  his  mindf  just 
as  fanatics  conceive  the  workings  of  then'  own  imagi- 
nation to  be  divine  inspiration— at  least,  if  this  will 
not  serve  you,  Anderson,  I  have  no  beter  explanation 
to  give ;  and  it  is  time  we  were  all  asleep  after  the  toil- 
some journey  of  the  day." 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Cominf  emits  euA  their  shadows  befbre. 

Campbkll. 
At  an  early  hgur  in  the  morning  the  guestf  of  the 
castle  sprung  from  their  repose;  and.  after  a  moment's 
private  conversation  with  his  attendants,  Lord  Men- 
teith addressed  the  soldier,  who  was  seated  in  a 
corner  burnishing  his  corslet  \^nth  rot-stone  and  sha- 
mois-Ieather,  while  he  hummed  the  old  song  in 
honour  of  the  victorious  Gustavus  Adolphus  .*- 

When  cannoni  are  roariof,  and  buHet*  are  flyinc. 

The  lad  that  would  have  aooour,  boja,  must  never  fear  dyiof. 

"Captain  Dalgetty,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "the 
time  is  come  that  we  must  part,  or  become  eomrades 
in  service." 

"  Not  before  breakfast,  I  hope  f*  sakl  Captain  Dal- 
getty. 

"I  should  have  thought,"  replied  his  lordship, 
"  that  your  garrison  was  victuall^  for  three  days  at 
least." 

'  "  I  have  still  some  stowage  left  for  beef  and  ban- 
nocks." said  the  Captain ;  "  and  I  never  miss  a  fa- 
vouraole  opportunity  of  renewing  my  supplies." 

"  But,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "  no  judicious  com- 
mander allows  either  flags  of  truce  or  neutrals  to  re- 
main in  his  camp  longer  than  is  prudent ;  and  there- 
fore we  must  know  your  mind  exactly,  according  to 
which  you  shall  either  have  a  sa£e-conauct  to  depart 
in  jpeace,  or  be  welcome  to  remain  with  us." 

"  Truly,"  said  the  Captain,  "  that  being  the  case,  I 
will  not  attempt  to  protract  the  capitulation  by  a 
coimterfeited  parley,  (a  thing  excellently  practised  by 
Sir  James  Ramsay  at  the  siege  of  Hannau,  in  the 
year  of  God  1636,)  but  I  will  frankly  own,  that  if  I 
like  your  pay  as  well  as  your  provant  and  your  com- 
pany, I  care  not  how  soon  I  take  the  oath  to  your 
colours." 

"Oiu-  pay,"  sakl  Lord  jjlienteith,  "  must  at  present 
be  small,  since  it  is  paid  out  of  the  common  stock 
raised  by  the  few  amongst  us  who  can  command 
some  funds— As  major  and  adjutant.  I  dare  not  pro- 
mise Captain  Dalgetty  more  thim  half  a  dollar  n-day." 

"  The  devil  take  all  halves  and  quarters!"  said  the 
Captain;  "were  it  in  my  option,  I  could  no  more 
consent  to  the  halving  of  that  dollar,  than  the  woman 
in  the  Judgment  of  Solomon  to  the  disseverment  of 
the  child  of  her  bowels." 

"  The  parallel  will  scarce  hold,  Captain  Daimlty, 
for  I  thiuK  you  would  rather  consent  to  the  dividing 
of  the  dollar,  than  give  it  up  entire  to  your  competitor. 
However,  in  the  way  of  arrears,  I  may  proinise  you 
the  other  naif-dollar  at  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

"Ah!  these  arrearages!"  said  Captain  Dalgetty, 
"that  are  always  promised,  and  always  go  for  no- 
thing! Spain,  Austria,  and  Sweden,  all  sing  one 
song.  Oh !  long  life  to  the  Hoganmogans !  if  they 
were  no  officers  or  soldiers^  they  were  good  pay- 
masters.—And  yet,  my  lord,  if  I  could  but  be  made 
certiorate  that  my  natural  hereditament  of  Dnim- 
thwacket  had  fallen  into  possession  of  any  of  these 
loons  of  Covenanters,  who  could  be^  in  the  event  of 
our  success,  conveniently  made  a  traitor  of,  I  have  so 
much  value  for  that  fertile  and  pleasant  spot,  mat  I 
would  e'en  lake  on  with  you  for  the  campaign 
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"  I  can  resolve  Captain  Dalgetty*»  question,"  said 
Sibbald,  Loid  Menteith's  second  attendant;  "forif 
his  estate  of  Dnimthwacket  be^  as  I  conceive,  the 
long  waste  moor  so  called,  that  lies  five  miles  south 
of  Abeideen,  I  can  tell  him  it  was  lately  purchased 
by  Elias  Strachan,  as  rank  a  rebel  as  ever  swore  the 
Covenant." 

"The  crop-cared  hound!"  saod  Captain  Dalgetty, 
in  a  rage ;  what  the  devil  gave  him  the  assurance 
wO  purchase  the  inheritance  of  a  family  of  four  hun- 
dred years  standing?— CVniAiu*  aurem  vdltt^  as  we 
used  to  say  at  Mareschal-CoUege ;  that  is  to  say,  I 
vnll  piill  him  out  of  my  father's  house  by  the  ears.. 
And  80.  my  Lord  Menteith,  I  am  yours,  hand  and 
sword,  body  and  soul,  till  death  do  us  part,  or  to  the 
end  ot  the  next  campaign,  which-ever  event  shall 
first  come  to  pass." 

"  And  I,"  said  the  young  nobleman,  "nvet  the  bar- 
gain by  a  month's  pay  in  advance." 

"That  is  more  than  necessary."  said  Dalgetty, 
pocketing  the  money  however.  "But  now  I  must  go 
down,  look  after  my  war-saddle  and  abuilziements, 
and  see  that  Gustavus  has  his  morning,  and  tell  him 
we  have  taken  new  service." 

"There  goes  your  precious  recruit,"  said  Lord 
Menteith  to  Anderson,  as  the  Captain  left  the  room  *, 
"  I  fear  we  shall  have  little  credit  of  him." 

"  He  is  a  man  of  the  times,  however,"  said  Ander- 
son ;  "  and  without  such  we  should  hardly  be  able  to 
carry  on  our  enterprise." 

"Let  us  go  down,"  answered  Lord  Menteith,  "and 
see  how  our  muster  is  likety  to  thrive,  for  I  hear  a 
good  d^  of  bustle  in  the  castle." 

When  they  entered  the  hall,  the  domestics  keeping 
modestly  in  the  back-ground,  morning  greetings  pass- 
ed between  Lord  Menteith,  Angus  M  ^^ulay,  and  his 
Ensiish  guests,  while  Allan,  occiipying  the  same 
settle  which  he  had  filled  the  preceding  evening,  paid 
no  attention  whatever  to  any  one. 

Old  Donald  hastily  rushed  into  the  apartment  "A 
message  from  Yich  Alister  More;*  he  is  coining  up 
in  the  evening." 

"  With  how  many  attendants  T  said  M'Aulay. 

"  Some  five-and-twenty  or  thirty,"  said  Donald, 
"  his  ordinary  retinue." 

"  Shake'down  plenty  of  straw  in  the  great  bam," 
said  the  Laird. 

Another  servant  here  stumbled  hastily  in,  announ- 
cing the  ex]>ected  approach  of  Sir  Hector  M'Lean, 
"who  is  arriving  with  a  large  following." 

"  Put  them  in  the  malt-kiln."  said  IVTAulay ;  "  and 
keep  the  breadth  of  the  middenstead  between  them 
ana  the  M*Donalds ;  they  are  but  unfriends  to  each 
other." 

Donald  now  re-entered,  his  visage  considerably 
lenphened— "The  teil's  i'  the  folk,'^he  said:  "the 
hail)  Hielands  are  asteer,  I  think.  Evan  Dhu,  of 
Lochiel^  will  be  here  in  an  hour,  with  Lord  kens  how 
many  giUies." 

"  Into  the  great  barn  with  them  beside  the  McDo- 
nalds," said  the  Laird. 

More  and  more  chiefs  were  announced,  the  least  of 
whom  would  have  accounted  it  derogatory  to  his  dig- 
nity to  stir  without  a  retinue  of  six  or  seven  persons. 
To  every  new  annunciation,  Angus  M'Aulay  an- 
swered by  naming  some  place  of  accommodation, — 
the  stables,  the  loft,  the  cow-house,  the  sheds,  every 
domestic  office,  were  destined  for  the  night  to  some 
hospitable  purpose  or  other.  At  length  the  arrival  of 
M'pougal  of  Lorn,  after  all  his  means  of  accommo- 
dation were  exhausted,  reduced  him  to  some  perplex- 
ity. "What  the  devil  is  to  be  done,  Donald  T'  said 
he ;  "  the  great  bam  would  hold  fifty  more,  if  they 
would  lie  neads  and  thraws:  but  there  would  be 
drawn  dirks  amang  them  which  riiould  lie  upper- 
most, and  so  we  should  have  bloody  puddings  before 
morning !" 

"  What  needs  all  this?"  said  Allan,  startingup,  and 
coming  forward  with  the  stem  abruptness  of  his  usual 
manner;  " are  the  GJael  to-day  of  softer  flesh  or  whiter 
blood  than  their  fathers  were  ?  Knock  the  head  out 
of  a  cask  of  us9ueb8e ;  let  that  be  their  night-geai^- 
their  plaids  then*  bed-clothes— the  blue  sky  their  ca- 
*  TlM  patroDTnite  of  BfaoDoneU  of  Gleofury. 


nopy,  and  the  heather  their  oouch.— Come  a  tbouaand 
more,  and  they  would  not  quarrel  on  the  broad  heath 
for  want  of  room!" 

"Allan  is  right,"  said  his  brother:  "it  is  very  odd 
how  Allan,  who,  between  ourselves,"  said  he  to  Mus- 
grave,  "  is  a  Uttle  wowf,  t  seems  at  times  to  have 
more  sense  than  us  all  put  together.  Observe  him 
now." 

"Yes,"  continued  Allan,  fixing  his  eyes  whh  a 
ghastly  stare  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  hall,  "thgr 
may  well  begin  as  they  are  to  end ;  many  a  man  wiO 
sleep  this  nignt  upon  the  heathy  that  when  the  Mar- 
tinmas wind  shall  blow  shall  he  there  stark  enon^ 
and  reck  Uttle  of  cold  or  lack  of  covering.*' 

"Do  not  forespeak  us,  brother,"  said  Angus;  "that 
is  not  hicky." 

"  And  what  luck  is  it  then  that  you  expect  T  said 
Allan ;  and  straining  his  eyes  until  they  aJmost  start- 
ed from  their  sockets,  he  fell  with  a  convulsive  shud- 
der into  (he  arms  of  Donald  and  his  brother,  whov 
knowing  the  nature  of  his  fits,  had  come  near  to  pre- 
vent his  fall.  They  seated  him  upon  a  bench,  and 
supported  him  until  he  came  to  himself  and  was 
about  to  speak. 

"For  God's  sake,  Allan,"  said  his  brother,  who 
knew  the  impression  his  mystical  words  were  likely 
to  make  on  many  of  the  guests,  "  say  nothing  to  dis- 
courage us." 

"  Am  I  he  who  discourages  you  ?"  said  Allan ;  "let 
every  man  face  his  weird  as  I  shall  face  mine.  T^aS 
which  must  come,  will  come ;  and  we  ^all  stride 
gallantly  over  many  a  field  of  victory,  ere  we  reach 
yon  fatal  slaughter-place,  or  tread  yon  sable  scafibMs.*' 

"What  slaughter-place  T  what  scaffolds?"  exclaim- 
ed  several  voices :  for  Allan's  renown  as  a  seer  waa 
generally  estabUsned  in  the  Highlands. 

"  You  will  know  that  but  too  soon,**  answered  Al- 
lan. "  Speak  to  roe  no  more,  I  am  weary  of  3rour 
questions."  He  then  pressed  his  hand  against  his  brow, 
rested  his  elbow  upon  his  knee,  and  enink  into  a  deep 
reverie. 

"  Send  for  Aiinot  Lyle,  and  the  harp,"  said  Angua^ 
in  a  whisper,  to  his  servant ;  "  and  let  those  gentle- 
men  follow  me  who  do  not  fear  a  Highland  breakfast.'* 

All  accompanied  dieir  hospitable  landlord  excepting 
only  Lord  Menteith.  who  lingered  in  one  of  the  deq> 
embrasures  formed  by  the  windows  of  the  hall.  An- 
not  Lyle  shortly  after  glided  into  the  room,  not  ill  de- 
scribed by  Lord  Menteith  as  being  die  iKhtest  and 
most  fairy  figure  that  ever  trodc  the  turf  by  moon- 
light. Her  stature,  considerably  less  than  the  ordin- 
ary size  of  women,  gave  her  the  appearance  of  ex- 
treme youth,  insomuch,  that  although  she  was  near 
e^hteen,  she  mi^t  have  pas^  for  four  years  youn- 
ger. Her  figure,  hands,  and  feet,  were  formed  upon 
a  model  of  exquisite  symmetry  with  the  size  and  fight- 
ness  of  her  person,  so  that  TStania  herself  could 
scarce  have  found  a  more  fitting  representative.  Her 
hair  was  a  dark  shade  of  the  colour  usually  termed 
flaxen^  whose  clustering  ringlets  suited  admirably  with 
her  fair  complexiorL  and  with  the  plaj'ful,  yet  simple^ 
expression  of  her  features.  When  we  add  to  these 
charms,  that  Annot,  in  her  orphan  state,  seemed  the 

Si>'est  and  happiest  of  maidens,  the  reader  mngt  al- 
w  us  to  claim  for  her  the  interest  of  almost  alf  Who 
looked  on  her.  In  fact,  it  was  impossible  to  find  a 
more  universal  favourite,  and  she  often  came  among 
the  rude  inhabitants  of  the  cas^  as  Allan  himsd^  in 
a  poetical  mood,  expressed  it,  "  like  a  sunbeam  on  a 
sullen  sea/'  communicating  to  fdl  others  the  cheorfiil- 
ness  that  filled  her  own  mind.  * 

Annot,  such  as  we  have  desoribed  her,  smiled  and 
bhished,  when,  on  entering  the  apartment,  Lord  Men- 
teith came  from  his  place  of  retirement,  and  kindly 
wished  her  gpod-moroing. 

"  And  good-morning  to  you,  my  lord,"  returned  she^ 
extending  her  hand  to  her  &ieaa ;  "  we  have  seldom 
seen  you  of  late  at  the  castle,  and  now  I  fear  it  is  with 
no  peaceful  purpose.*' 

"  At  least,  let  me  not  interrupt  your  harmony.  An 
not,'*  said  Lord  Menteith,  "  though  my  arrival  naw 
breed  discord  elsewhere.    My  cc^n  Allan  needa  & 
asflistanoe  of  your  voice  and  music." 
t  iroi|f,Le.oiaied. 
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**  My  presenrer,"  stid  Annot  Lyle,  *'  haa  a  right  to 
mjr  poor  exertions ;  «nd  you,  too,  my  loitl,--you,  too, 
are  my  preserver,  and  were  the  most  active  to  save  a 
life  that  is  worthless  enough,  unless  it  can  benefit  my 
protecton." 

So  saying;  she  sate  down  at  a  little  distance  upon 
the  bench  on  which  Allan  M'Aulay  was  placed,  and 
tunin^bur  ckiirshach,  a  small  harp,  about  thirty  inches 
in  he^^uh  she  accompanied  it  with  her  voice,  llie 
^was  an  ancient  Gaelic  melodv,  and  the  words, 
which  were  supposed  to  be  very  old,  were  in  the  same 
language;  but  we  subjoin  a  translation  of  them,  by 
Secundns  Macpherson,  Esq.  of  Olenfoigen,  which, 
aldiough  submitted  to  the  fetters  of  Englnh  rhythm, 
we  trust  will  be  found  nearl  v  as  genuine  as  the  version 
of  Osoan  by  his  celebrated  namesake. 


"  Birda  of  omen  Mark  and  ftml, 
Ififlit-efow,  nvea,  bat.  and  owl. 
Leave  the  aide  laan  to  his  draan»~ 
All  nifht  looff  iM  heard  rouraon 
Haste  to  cave  and  niin'd  tower, 
IvT>  tod,  or  dinffled  bower. 
Tmra  to  wink  and  onope,  tor  hmk  I 
In  the  nid  air  ainfi  the  Mik. 


**  Hie  to  mooriah  filla  and  roeka, 
Prowlmr  wolf  and  wiljr  fox,— 
Hie  roD  bat,  aor  tarn  roar  riew, 
Thoufh  the  lamba  bleata  to  the  ewe. 
Couoh  TOQf  traina,  and  apeed  jrowr  flifht. 
flaCBtjr  parta  with  parting  nifht ; 
And  on  dtatant  echo  borne, 
Conee  the  hanter'a  earif  horn. 


**  The  moon'a  wan  craacent  acaroely  fleanu, 
Qhoat-like  ahe  (idea  In  mominff  beama ; 
Hie  heooe  each  peeviah  imp  ami  A17, 
That  Beam  the  pilgrini  on  nia  way  :— 
I^Mneh,  kelpT)  quench,  in  bof  and  fen. 
Thy  toreh  that  cheats  benighted  men ; 
Thy  dance  la  o^er,  thy  reirn  ia  done, 
For  Beoyieflo  hatb  aeen  the  aun. 


"▼ild  thooffhta,  that,  aloful,  dark,  and  deep, 
O'erpower  the  peaaive  mind  m  aleep. 


ttom  the  aloroberer'a  aoul  away, 

Like  nifht-raiata  tVom  the  brow  of  oay  ? 
Fool  hay,  whoae  bleated  viaaje  ffrim 
«M4hwathe  pulae,  onnenrea  the  limb, 
Wu  Oiy  dork  pedftey,  and  betonel 
liMadaraet  not  face  the  ffodlike  aun." 

At  the  strain  proceeded,  Allan  M^Aulay  gradually 
gave  tigns  of  recovering  his  presence  or  mind,  and 
|tteDU0B  to  the  objects  around  him.  The  deep-knit 
nuTowfl  of  hisbrow  relaxed  and  smoothed  themselves ; 
um jme  rest  of  his  features,  which  had  soemed  con- 
torted with  internal  agony,  relapsed  into  a  more  na- 
^al  state.  When  he  raised  his  bead  and  sat  upright, 
^countenance,  though  still  deeply  melancholy,  was 
wvinted  of  its  wildnese  and  ferocity ;  and  in  its  com- 
posed state,  although  by  no  means  handsome,  theex- 
PfgooD  of  his  feAturee  was  striking;  manly,  and  even 
jj*le.  His  thick,  brown  eyebrows,  which  had  hi- 
wofto  been  drawn  dose  together,  were  now  slightly 
*Wated,  as  in  the  natural  state ;  and  his  gray  eyes, 
^^■^  had  rolled  and  flashed  from  under  tnem  with 
an  mmataral  and  iMrtentoue  gleam,  now  recovered  a 
"^^IJT  and  determined  expression. 

T^iaok  Gk)d  I"  he  sakL  after  sitting  silent  for  about 
*  i^^iite,  untH  the  very  last  sounds  of  the  harp  had 
5?««w  to  v9>rate,  "  my  soul  is  no  longer  darkened— 
<oe  mist  hath  passed  horn  my  KArit" 

I  on  owe  ttianks,  coudn  Allan,"  said  Lord  Men- 
wth,  coming  forward,  "  to  Annot  Lyle,  as  well  as 
^heaven,  for  this  happy  change  in  jrour  melancholy 

My  noble  cousin  Menteith,"  said  Alkn^  rising  and 
pwtag  him  very  resi»ectAilly,  as  well  as  kindly,^*  has 
™*o  my  unhappy  circumstances  so  long,  that  his 
pj???*  ^"^  require  no  excuse  for  my  being  thus  late 

•HS"*  "™  welcome  to  the  castla'* 
wV^?  we  too  old  aoqnaintances,  Allan,"  said  Lord 
■wMitqth,  and  too  good  friends,  to  stand  on  the  ce* 
JWjomal  of  outward  greetmg ;  but  half  the  Highlands 
JJii  be  here  to-day,  aid  you  Know,  with  our  mountain 
*-«fiw»  cerenionr  most  not  be  neglected.    What  will 


I  you  give  little  Annot  for  making  you  fit  company  to 
meet  Evan  Dhu,  and  I  know  not  how  manybonnets 
and  feathere  ?" 

"What  will  he  give  me?**  said  Annot,  smiling; 
'*  nothing  less,  I  hope^  than  thebest  ribband  at  the  Fair 
of  Doune." 

*'The  Fair  of  Doune,  Annot  7"  said  Allan  sadly : 
"  there  will  be  bloody  work  before  that  day,  ana  I 
may  never  see  it;  but  you  have  well  reminded  me  of 
what  I  have  long  intended  to  do." 

Having  said  this,  he  left  the  room. 

"  Should  he  talk  long  m  this  manner,"  said  Lord 
Mentdth,  **  you  must  keep  your  haip  in  time,  my  dear 
Annot" 

"I  hope  not,"  said  Annot,  anxiously;  *' this  fit  has 
been  a  long  one,  and  probably  will  not  soon  return. 
It  is  fearful  to  see  a  mind,  naturally  generous  and  af- 
fectionate, afflicted  by  this  constitutional  malady." 

As  she  spoke  in  a  low  and  confidential  tone.  Lord 
Menteith  naturally  drew  close,  and  stooped  forward, 
that  he  might  the  better  catch  the  sense  of  what  she 
said.  When  Allan  suddenly  entered  the  apartment, 
they  es  naturally  drew  bacx  from  each  other  with  a 
manner  expressive  of  consciousness,  as  if  surprised 
in  a  conversation  whidi  they  wished  to  keep  secret 
from  him.  This  did  not  escape  Allan's  observation ; 
he  stopt  short  at  the  door  of  the  apartment— his  brows 
were  contracted— his  eyes  rolled ;  but  it  was  only  the 

Earoxysm  of  a  moment  He  passed  his  broad  sinewy 
and  across  his  brow,  as  if  to  obliterate  these  signs 
of  emotion,  and  advanced  towards  Annot,  holding 
in  his  hand  a  very  small  box  made  of  oak-wood,  cu- 
riously inlaid.  I  take  you  to  witness,"  he  said, 
"cousm  Menteith,  that  I  give  this  box  and  its  con- 
tents to  Annot  Lyle.  It  contains  a  few  ornaments 
that  belonged  to  my  poor  mother7-of  trifling  value, 
you  may  guess,  for  tne  \vife  of  a  Highland  laird  has 
seldom  a  rich  jewel-caslcet" 

**  But  these  ornaments,"  said  Annot  Lyle,  gently 
and  timidly  refusing  the  box,  "  belong  to  the  family— 
I  cannot  accept" 

"They  belong  to  me  alone,  Annot,"  said  Allan,  in- 
temiptinjK  her;  "they  were  my  mother's  dying  be- 
quest 'Tnpy  are  all  I  can  call  my  own,  except  my 
plaid  and  my  daymore.  Take  them,  therefore— they 
are  to  me  valueless  trinkets— and  keep  them  for  my 
sake— should  I  never  return  from  these  wars." 

So  saying,  he  opened  the  case,  and  presented  it  to 
Annot.  "  It,"  said  he,  "  they  are  of  any  valua  dis- 
pose of  them  for  your  own  support,  when  this  house 
has  been  consumed  with  hostile  fire,  and  can  no 
longer  afford  you  protection.  But  keep  one  ring  in 
memory  of  Allan,  who  has  done,  to  reouite  your  kind- 
ness, if  not  all  he  wished,  at  least  all  Be  could." 

Annot  Lyle  endeavoured  in  vain  to  restrain  the  ga- 
thering tears,  when  she  said,  "  One  ring,  Allan,  I  will 
accept  from  you  as  a  memorial  of  your  goodness  to  a 
poor  orphan,  but  do  not  press  me  to  take  more ;  for  I 
cannot  and  will  not,  accept  a  gift  of  such  dispropor- 
tioned  value." 

"  Make  your  choice,  then,"  said  Allan  j  "  your  deli- 
cacy may  be  well  founded  x  the  others  will  assume  a 
shape  in  which  they  may  be  more  useful  to  you." 

"Think  not  of  it,"  saiid  Annot,  choosing  from  the 
contents  of  the  casket  a  ring,  apparently  the  most 
trifling  m  value  which  it  con  tamed ;  "  keep  them  for 
your  own,  or  your  brother's  bride.— But.  good  hea- 
vens !"  she  said,  interrupting  hersel£  and  looking  at 
the  ring,  "  what  is  this  that  I  have  chosen  I" 

Allan  hastened  to  look  upon  it,  with  eyes  of  gloomy 
apprehension ;  it  bore,  in  eoiamel.  a  death's  head  above 
two  crossed  daggers.  When  Allan  recognised  the  de- 
vice, he  uttereda  «gh  so  deep,  that  she  dropped  the 
ring  fh)m  her  hand,  which  rolled  upon  the  floor.  Lord 
Menteith  pidted  it  up,  and  returned  it  to  the  terrified 
Annot.  ....  , 

"  I  take  God  to  witness,"  said  Allan,  in  a  solcpn 
tone,  "  that  your  hand,  young  lord,  and  not  mme,  has 
again  delivered  to  her  this  ill-omened  gift  It  wis  the 
mourning  ring  worn  by  my  mother  m  memorial  of 
her  rauraered  orother."    .,  ...       ^        i. 

"  I  fear  no  omens,"  said  Annot  smUing  throuwi 
her  tears ;  "  and  nothing  coming  through  the  hands 
of  my  two  patrons,"  so  she  was  wont  to  call  Lord 
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Menteith  and  Allan,  "  can  bnng  bad  luck  to  the  poor 
oiphan." 

She  put  the  ring  on  her  fuiser,  and,  turning  to  her 
harp,  sunfe  to  a  hvely  air,  the  following  verses  of  one 
of  the  fasnionable  songs  of  the  period,  which  had 
found  its  way,  marked  as  it  was  with  the  quaint  hy- 
perboUcal  taste  of  Kinx  Charles'  time,  from  some 
court  masque  to  the  wildis  of  Perthshire  :— 

"  Oaae  not  upon  the  atara,  Tood  safe, 

In  tbem  no  iofluenoe  lies ; 
To  read  the  flite  of  roath  or  age, 

Look  on  mj  Heleu'i  eye<. 

"  Yet,  rash  asUvlocer,  reflrain  I 

Too  dearlr  would  bii  won 
The  prescience  of  anolher's  pain, 

If  purchased  by  thine  own." 

"She  is  right.  Allan,"  said  Lord  Menteith;  "and 
this  end  of  an  old  song  is  worth  all  we  shall  gain  by 
our  attempt  to  look  into  futurity." 

"  She  is  WBONO,  my  lord,  said  Allan,  sternly, 
"  thou^  you,  who  treat  with  lightness  the  warnings 
I  have  given  vou,  may  not  live  to  see  the  event  of  the 
omen. — Laugh  not  so  scornfully,"  he  added,  interrupt- 
ing himself^  or  rather  laueh  on  as  loud  and  as  long 
as  you  will ;  your  term  of  laughter  will  find  a  pause 
ere  long." 

"  I  care  not  for  your  visions,  Allan."  said  Lord  Men- 
teith ;  "  however  short  my  span  of  life,  the  eye  of  no 
Highland  seer  can  see  its  termination. 

For  heaven's  sake,"  said  Annot  Lyle.  interrupting 
him,  "you  know  his  nature,  and  how  little  he  can 
endure" 


They  joined  Angus  M  Aulay  and  his  En^ish  ffuesta, 
and,  in  the  mihtary  discussions  which  miroediatelv 
took  place,  Allan  showed  a  clearness  of  mind,  strengtii 
of  judgment,  and  precision  of  though t^  totally  incon- 
sistent with  the  mystical  light  in  wnicn  his  character 
has  been  hitherto  exhibited. 


"  Fear  me  not,"  said  Allan,  interrupting  her—"  my 
mind  is  now  constant  and  calm. — But  for  you,  young 
lord,"  said  he,  turning  to  Lord  Menteith,  "  mv  eye  has 
80U|nit  you  through  nelds  of  battle^  where  Hignlanders 
anoLowlanders  lay  strewed  as  thick  as  ever  the  rooks 
sat  on  those  ancient  trees^"  pointing  to  a  rookery 
which  was  teen  from  the  wmoow— "  my  eye  sought 
you,  but  your  corpse  was  not  there— my  eye  sought 
you  among  a  train  of  unresisting  and  disarmed  cap- 
tives, drawn  up  within  the  bounoing  walls  of  an  an- 
cient and  rugged  fortress ;— fla^  after  flash— platoon 
after  platoon— the  hostile  shot  fell  amongst  them, 
they  dropped  like  the  dry  leaves  in  autiunn,  but  you 
were  not  among  their  ranks ;  scafTolds  were  prepa- 
red—blocks were  arranged,  saw-dust  was  spread — the 
pneat  was  ready  with  his  book,  the  heads-man  with 
his  axe— but  there,  too,  mine  eye  found  you  not." 

"  The  gibbet,  then,  I  suppose,  must  be  my  doom  7" 
Baid  Lord  Menteith.  "  A  et  I  wish  they  had  spared 
me  the  halter,  were  it  but  for  the  dignity  of  the  peer- 
lie  spoke  this  scornfully,  yet  not  without  a  sort  of 
curiosity,  and  a  wish  to  receive  an  answer ;  for  the 
desire  of  prying  into  futurity  frequently  has  some  in- 
fluence even  on  the  minds  of  those  who  disavow  all 
belief  in  the  possibility  of  such  predictions. 

"  Your  rank,  my  lord,  will  suffer  ho  dishonour  in 
your  person,  or  by  the  manner  of  your  death.  Three 
times  have  I  seen  a  Highlander  plant  his  dirk  in  your 
bosom— and  such  will  oe  your  fate." 

"  I  wish  you  would  describe  him  to  me,"  said  Lord 
Menteith,  **  and  I  shall  save  him  the  trouble  of  ful- 
filling your  prophecy,  if  his  plaid  be  passible  to  sword 
or  pistol" 

"  Your  weapons,"  said  Allan,  "  would  avafl  you  lit- 
tle ;  nor  can  I  pve  you  the  information  you  desire. — 
The  face  of  the  vision  has  been  ever  averted  from  me." 

"  So  be  it  then,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "  and  let  it 
rest  in  the  uncertainty  in  which  your  augury  hasplaoed 
it.  I  shall  dine  not  the  less  merrily  among  plaios,  and 
dirks,  and  kilts,  to-dajr." 

"  It  may  be  so,"  said  Allan;  "  and.  it  may  be,  you 
do  well  to  enjoy  these  moments,  which  to  me  are 
poisoned  by  auguries  of  future  evil.  But  I,"  he  con- 
tinued—" I  repeat  to  you,  that  this  weapon— that  is, 
such  a  weapon  as  this,"  touching  the  hilt  of  the  dirk 
which  he  wore,  "  carries  your  fate." 

"  In  the  meanwhile,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  "  you, 
AUan,  have  frightenedf  the  blood  from  the  cheeks  of 
Annot  Lyle— let  us  leave  this  discourse,  my  friend, 
and  go  to  see  what  we  both  understand,— the  pro- 
I  of  our  miUtary  preparations." 


CHAPTER  VII. 

When  Albin  her  claymore  indifnanUy  dia%irs. 

When  her  bonneted  chieftain*  around  her  «ha]|  crowd, 

Clan-Ranald  the  daunlloM,  and  Moray  the  proud, 

AU  plaided  and  plumed  in  their  tartan  arrai 

LfichieTt  Wami$tg. 

Whobvbb  saw  that  morning  the  Castle  of  Damlin- 
varach,  beheld  a  busy  and  a  gallant  sight. 

The  various  Chiefs!  arriving  with  their  different  re- 
tinues, which,  notwithstanding  their  numbers,  formed 
no  more  than  their  usual,  equipage  and  body  guard 
upon  occasions  of  solemnity,  saluted  the  lord  of  the 
castle  and  each  other  with  overflowing  kindness,  or 
with  haughty  and  distant  poUtenes&  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  friendship  or  hostiuty  in  which  their 
clans  had  recently  stood  to  each  other.    Each  ChieL 
however  small  his  comparative  importance,  showed 
the  full  disposition  to  exact  from  the  rest  thedefeienoe 
due  to  a  separate  and  independent  prince ;  while  the 
stronger  and  more  powerful,  divided  among  them- 
selves by  recent  contentions  or  ancient  feuds,  were 
constrained  in  policy  to  upe  great  deference  to  the  feel- 
ings of  th^r  less  powerful  brethren,  in  order,  in  caae 
of^necd,  to  attach  as  many  well-wishers  as  might  be 
to  theu:  own  interest  and  standard.  Thus  the  meeting 
of  Chiefis  resembled  not  a  little  those  ancient  Diets  of 
the  Empire,  where  the  smallest  Frey-Grt^fy  who 
possessed  a  casde  perched  upon  a  barren  crag,  with 
a  few  hundred  acres  around  it,  claimed  the  state  and 
honours  of  a  sovereign  prince,  and  a  seat  according  to 
his  rank  among  the  dignitaries  of  the  Empire. 

The  followers  of  the  different  leaders  were  sepa- 
rately arranged  and  accommodated,  as  room  and 
circumstances  best  permitted,  each  retaining  however 
his  henchman,  who  waited,  close  as  the  shadow,  upon 
his  person,  to  execute  whatever  might  be  required  by 
hispatron. 

The  exterior  of  the  castle  afforded  a  singidar  scene. 
The  Highlanders,  from  different  islands,  glens,  and 
straths,  eyed  each  other  at  a  distance  with  looks  of 
emulation,  inquisitive  curiosity,  or  hostile  malevo- 
lence; but  the  most  astounding  part  of  the  assembly, 
at  least  to  a  Lowland  ear,  was  tne  rival  performance 
of  the  bagpipers.  These  warlike  minstrels,  who  had 
the  highest  opimon,  each,  of  the  superiority  of  his  own 
tribe,  joined  to  the  most  overweenmg  klea  of  the  im- 
portance connected  with  his  profession,  at  first  per- 
formed their  various  pibrochs  in  front  each  of  his  own 
clan.  At  length,  however,  as  the  black-cocks  towards 
the  end  of  the  season,  when,  in  sportsman's  language, 
they  are  said  to  flock  or  crowd,  attracted  together  by 
the  sound  of  each  other's  triumphant  crow,  even  so 
did  the  pipers,  swelling  their  plaios  and  tartans  in  the 
same  tnumphant  manner  in  which  the  birds  rufile  tip 
their  feathers,  begin  to  approach  each  other  within 
such  distance  as  mis^t  give  to  their  brethren  a  sample 
of  their  skill.  Walkins  within  a  short  interval,  and 
eyeinff  each  other  with  looks  in  which  self-importanoe 
and  oefiance  might  be  traced,  they  strutted,  puffed, 
and  pUed  their  screaming  instruments,  each  playing 
his  own  favourite  tune  with  such  a  din,  that  if  an  Ita- 
lian musician  had  lain  buried  within  ten  miles  of 
them,  he  must  have  risen  from  the  dead  to  run  out  of 
hearing. 

The  Chieftains  meanwhile  had  assembled  in  close 
conclave  in  the  great  hall  of  the  castle.  Among  them 
were  the  persons  of  the  greatest  consequence  in  the 
Highlands,  some  of  them  attracted  bv  leal  for  the 
royal  cause,  and  many  by  aversion  to  that  severe  and 
general  domination  wluch  the  Marquis  of  Argyle, 
since  his  hsingto  such  influence  in  the  state,  had  exer- 
cised over  his  Highland  neishboura.  That  statesman, 
indeed,  though  possessed  of  considerable  abilides,  ana 
great  power,  had  failings  which  rend^ed  hun  impo- 
pillar  among  the  Hi^land  chiefs.  The  devotion 
which  he  professed  was  of  a  morose  and  fonatical 
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durtGter;  his  tmbitioB  oopeared  to  be  insatiable,  and 
inforior  cmeft  complained  of  his  want  of  bounty  and 
libenlity.  Add  to  this,  that  although  a  Highlander, 
and  of  a  fiunily  distinguiahed  for  ralour  before  and 
Hooe,  Gillespie  Gnimach*  (which,  from  an  obliquity 
in  his  eyes,  was  the  personal  distinction  he  bore  in 
the  Higjilanda,  where  titles  of  rank  are  unknown) 
was  suspected  of  being  a  better  man  in  the  cabinet 
than  in  the  field.  He  and  his  tribe  were  particularly 
obooiioastothe  M'Donalda  and  the  McLeans,  two  nu- 
merous septs,  who,  though  disunited  by  ancient  feuds, 
wreed  in  an  intense  dislike  to  the  Campbells,  or,  as 
tber  were  called,  the  Children  of  Diarmid. 

For  some  time  the  assembled  chiefii  remained  silent, 
ontfl  some  one  should  open  the  business  of  the  meet- 
iDg.  At  length  one  of  the  most  powerful  of  them 
oommenoed  the  diet,  by  saying,— ^  We  have  been 
snmiDoned  hither,  M*Aulay,  to  consult  of  weighty 
mttteis  concerning  the  King's  afiairs,  and  those  of 
the  Mate:  and  we  crave  to  know  by  whom  they  are 
tobeemained  to  us^" 

M 'Aiuty,  whose  strength  did  not  lie  m  oratory,  inti- 
mated his  wish  that  Lord  Menteith  shoidd  open  the 
boinesa  of  the  council.  With  great  modeatv,  and  at 
the  same  time  with  spirit,  that  young  lonff aid,  '*  he 
wished  what  he  was  about  to  propose  had  come  from 
•oine  penon  of  better  known  and  more  established 
charKter.  Since,  however,  it  lay  with  him  to  be 
9okesman,  he  haid  to  state  to  the  Chiefs  assembled, 
thai  those  who  wished  to  throw  off  the  base  yoke 
which  fanaticism  had  endeavoured  to  wreath  round 
their  Deck&  had  not  a  moment  to  lose.  The  Cove- 
nanters," ne  said,  "after  having  twice  made  war 
^OQ  their  sovereign,  and  having  extorted  from  him 
^^  request,  reasonable  or  unreasonable,  which 
wej  thought  proper  to  demand— after  their  Chiefs 
hid  been  loaded  with  dignities  and  favours— after 
havipg  publicly  declared,  yfkea  his  majesty,  after  a 
gyionsviait  to  the  land  of  his  nativity,  was  upon  his 
Mom  to  England,  that  he  returned  a  contented  king 
uDm  a  contented  oeople,— after  all  this,  and  without 
CTen  the  pretext  for  a  national  grievance,  the  same 
OKQ  have,  upon  doubts  and  suspicions,  equally  disho- 
oovaUe  to  the  King,  and  groundless  in  themselves, 
dei^ched  a  strong  army  to  assist  his  rebels  in  Eng- 
land, m  a  qaarrel  with  which  Scotland  had  no  more 
to  do  than  she  has  with  the  wars  in  Germany.  It 
was  well,"  he  saidf  "  that  the  eagerness  with  which 
this  treasonable  purpose  was  pursued,  had  blinded  the 
lunto  who  iww  usurped  the  government  of  Scotland 
J^TOrirft  which  they  were  about  to  incur..  The  army 
which  they  had  dispatched  to  England  under  old  Le- 
Jjocomprwiended  their  veteran  soldiers,  the  strength 
J(  those  armies  which  had  been  levied  in  Scotland 
aunag  the  two  former  wars" 

Here  Captain  Dalsrettv  endeavoured  to  rise,  for  the 
Pwpote  of  explaining  how  many  veteran  officers, 
pnned  in  the  Gterman  wars,  were,  to  his  certain 
upwledsB,  in  the  army  of  the  Earl  of  Leven.  But 
AUan  M  Anlay  holding  him  down  in  his  seat  with  one 
hand,  pressed  the  fore-finger  of  the  other  upon  his 
^.Eps,  and,  though  with  some  difficulty,  prevented 
y  mierfawice.  Captain  Dalgetty  looked  upon  him 
]^^a  very  soomiul  and  indignant  air,  bv  which  the 
<>25rs  gravity  was  in  no  way  moved,  and  Lord  Men- 
wipoceeded  without  further  interruption. 

Tat  moment,"  he  said,  "  was  most  favourable  for 
JU  trae-bearted  and  loyal  Scotchmen  to  show,  that 
gereyoach  their  country  had  lately  imdergone  arose 
^*o>n  the  selfish  ambition  of  a  few  turbulent  and  sedi- 
^wmen,  joined  to  the  absurd  fanaticism  which, 
ffigninateg  from  five  hundred  pulpits,  had  spreim 
UA  fJ*o^'flood  over  the  Lowlands  of  Scotland.  He 
hjg  "tiefi  from  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  in  the  north, 
wtoa  he  should  show  to  the  Chiefs  separately.  That 
liMaaaUf  equally  loyal  and  powerfid,  was  determined 
loexert  h»  utmost  enei^  in  the  common  cause,  and 
Jhc  powerful  Earl  of  Seaforth  was  prepared  to  join 
rae  same  standard.  From  the  Earl  of  Airly,  and  the 
^n?  in  Angnsshire.  he  had  had  communications 
*JuUy  decMiedVand  there  was  no  doubt  that  these, 
who.  with  the  Hava,  Leiths,  Buraets,  and  other  loyal 
fBttleinen,  would  be  soon  on  horseback,  would  form 


a  body  fiar  more  than  sufficient  to  overawe  the  north- 
em  Covenanters,  who  had  alreadv  experienced  their 
valour  in  the  well-known  rout  which  Was  popularly 
termed  the  Trot  of  Turiff.  South  of  Forth  and  Tay,'' 
he  said,  "  the  King  had  many  friends,  who,  oppressed 
by  enforced  oaths,  compulsatorv  levies,  heavy  taxes, 
unjustly  imposed  and  unequally  levied,  by  the  tyraxmy 
of  the  Committee  of  Estates,  and  the  inouisitorial 
insolence  of  the  Presbyterian  divines,  waited  but  the 
waving  of  the  royal  banner  to  take  up  arms.  Dougtas, 
Traquair,  Roxburgh,  Hume,  all  friendlv  to  the  royal 
cause,  would  counterbalance,"  he  said,  "the  cove- 
nanting interest  in  the  south;  and  two  gendemen,  of 
name  and  quality,  here  present,  from  the  north  of 
England,  would  answer  tor  the  zeal  of  Cumberland, 
Westmoreland,  and  Northumberland.  Against  so 
many  gallant  gentlemen  the  southern  Covenanters 
could  but  arm  raw  levies;  the  Whigamores  of  the 
western  shires,  and  the  ploughmen  and  mechanics  of 
the  Low-country.  For  the  West  Hi^lands,  he  knew 
no  interest  which  the  Covenanters  possessed  there, 
except  that  of  one  individual,  as^  well  known  as  he 
was  odious.  But  was  there  a  nngle  man,  who,  on 
casting  his  eye  roimd  this  hall,  and  recognising  the 
power,  the  gallantry,  and  the  dignity  of  the  Chiefo 
assembled,  could  entertain  a  moment  s  doubt  of  their 
success  against  the  utmost  force  which  Gilleqne  Gru- 
mach  could  collect  against  them  7  He  had  only  fur- 
ther to  add,  that  considerable  funds,  both  of  money 
and  ammunition,  had  been  provided  for  the  Bnnv" — 
(Here  Dalgetty  pricked  up  his  ears)^-"  that  officers 
of  ability  and  experience  m  the  foreign  wars,  one  of 
whom  was  now  present,''  (the  Captam  drew  himself 
up,  and  looked  round,)  "  had  engaged  to  train  such 
levies  as  might  require  to  be  disciphned; — and  that  a 
mmierous  body  of  auxiliary  forces  from  Ireland,  hav- 
ing been  detached  from  the  Earl  of  Antrim,  from 
Ulster,  had  successfiilly  accomplished  their  descent 
upon  the  main  land,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  Clan- 
ranald's  people,  having  taken  and  fortified  the  Castle 
of  Mingarry,  in  spite  of  Argyle's  attempts  to  intercept 
them,  were  m  full  march  to  this  place  of  rendezvous. 
It  only  remained,"  he  said,  "  that  the  noble  Chiefii 
assembled,  laving  aside  every,  lesser  consideration, 
should  unite,  neart  and  hand,  in  the  common  cause ; 
send  the  fiery  cross  through  their  clans,  in  order  to 
collect  their  utmost  force,  and  form  theff  junction 
with  such  celerity  as  to  leave  the  enemy  no  time, 
either  for  preparation,  or  recovery  from  the  panic 
which  would  spread  at  the  first  sound  of  then*  pi- 
broch. He  himself"  he  said,  "though  neither  among 
the  richest  nor  the  most  powerful  of  the  Scottish  no- 
bility, felt  that  he  had  to  support  the  dignity  of  an  an- 
cient and  honourable  house,  the  independence  of  an 
ancient  and  honourable  nation,  and  to  that  cause  he 
was  determined  to  devote  both  life  and  fortune.  If 
those  who  were  more  powerfid  were  equally  prompt, 
he  trusted  they  would  deserve  the  thanks  of  their 
King,  and  the  gratitude  of  posterity." 

Loud  applause  followed  this  speech  of  Lord  Men- 
teith, and  testified  the  general  acquiescence  of  all 
present  in  the  sentiments  which  he  had  expressed  x 
but  when  the  shout  had  died  away,  the  assembled 
Chiefs  continued  to  gaze  upon  each  other  as  if  some 
thing  yet  remained  to  be  settled.  After  some  whis- 
pers among  themselves,  an  aged  man,  whom  his 
gray  hairs  rendered  respectable,  although  he  was  not 
of  the  highest  order  of  Chiefs,  replied  to  what  had 
been  saidT 

"Thane  of  Menteith,"  he  said,  "you  have  well 
spoken ;  nor  is  there  one  of  us  in  whose  bosom  the 
sane  sentiments  do  not  bum  like  fire.  But  it  is  not 
stre  igth  alone  that  wins  the  fight ;  it  is  the  head  of 
the  M)mmander,  as  well  as  the  arm  of  the  soldier, 
that  brings  victory.  I  ask  of  you  who  is  to  raise  and 
sustain  the  banner  under  which  we  are  invited  to  rise 
and  muster  ourselves  1  Will  it  be  expected  that  we 
should  risk  our  children,  and  the  flower  of  our  kins- 
men, ere  we  know  to  whose  guidance  they  are  to  be 
intrusted  1  This  were  leading  those  to  slaughter, 
whom,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man^  it  is  our  duty,  to 
protect  where  is  the  royal  commission,  under  which 
the  lieges  are  to  be  convocated  in  arms  7  Simple  and 
rude  as  we  may  be  deemed,  we  know  sometmng  of 
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the  established  rules  of  war,  as  wc  as  of  the  laws  of 
our  country ;  nor  will  we  arm  ourselves  against  the 
general  peace  of  Scotland,  unless  by  the  express  com- 
mands of  the  King,  and  under  a  leader  fit  to  com- 
mand such  men  as  are  here  assembled." 

"  Where  would  you  find  such  a  leader,"  said  another 
Chie^  starting  up,  "saving  the  representative  of  the 
Lord  of  the  Isles,  entitled  by  birth  and  hereditary 
descent  to  lead  forth  the  array  of  every  clan  of  the 
Highlands ;  and  where  is  that  dignity  Icxlged,  save  in 
the  house  of  Vich  Alister  More  ?^ 

"  I  acknowledge."  said  anotho*  Chief^  eaflerlv  in- 
temipting  the  speaker,  "  the  truth  in  what  has  oeen 
first  said,  but  not  the  in&rence.  If  Vich  Alister  More 
desires  to  be  held  representative  of  the  Lord  of  the 
Isles,  let  him  first  show  his  blood  is  redder  than 
mineu" 

"  That  is  soon  tried,"  said  "Wch  Alister  More,  lay- 
ing his  hand  upon  the  basket  hilt  of  his  claymore. 
Lord  Menletth  threw  himself  between  them,  entreat- 
ing and  imploring  each  to  remember  that  the  interests 
«r  Scotlsnd^  the  liberty  of  their  country,  and  the 
cause  of  their  King,  ouj^t  to  be  superior  in  their  eyes 
to  any  personal  oisimtes  respecting  descent,  rank, 
and  precedence.  Several  of  the.  Highland  Chiefs, 
who  had  no  desire  to  admit  the  claims  of  either  chief- 
tmn,  interfered  to  the  same  purpose,  and  none  with 
more  emphasis  than  the  oeleorated  Evan  Dhu. 

"I  have  come  from  my  lakes,"  he  said,  "as  a 
stream  descends  from  the  hills,  not  to  turn  a^n.  but 
to  accomplish  my  course.  It  is  not  by  looking  back 
to  our  own  pretensions  that  we  shall  serve  Scotland 
or  King  Charles.  My  voice  shall  be  for  that  general 
whom  the  King  shaO  name,  who  will  doubties  po»> 
sees  those  qualities  which  are  necessary  to  command 
men  like  us.  High-bom  he  must  be,  or  we  shall  lose 
our  rank  in  obeying  him — wise  and  skilful,  or  we 
■hall  endanger  the  safety  of  our  people— bravest 
amodg  the  brave,  or  we  shall  peril  our  own  honour 
—temperate,  firm,  and  manly,  to  keep  us  imited. 
Such  IS  the  man  that  must  command  us.  Are  you 
prepared,  Thane  of  Menteith,  to  say  where  such  a 
general  is  to  be  found  7" 

"  There  is  but  one,",  said  Allan  M'Aulay ;  "  and 
here,"  he  said,  laying  his  hand  upon  the  shoulder  of 
Anderson,  who  stood  behmd  Lord  Menteith,  "  here 
he  stands !" 

The  general  surprise  of  the  meeting  was  expressed 
by  an  impatient  murmur ;  when  Anderson,  throwing 
back  the  cloak  in  which  his  face  was  muflled,  and 
stepping  forward,  spoke  thus  .* — "  I  did  not*  long  in- 
tend to  DO  a  silent  spectator  of  this  interesting  scene, 
althoiw^  my  hasty  friend  has  obliged  me  to  disclose 
navself  somewhat  sooner  than  was  my  intention. 
iVhether  I  deserve  the  honour  reposed  m  me  by  this 
parchment  will  best  appear  from  what  I  shall  be  able 
to  do  for  the  King's  service.  It  is  a  commisnon,  un- 
der the  great  aeai,  to  James  Graham.  Earl  of  Mon- 
trose, to  command  those  forces  which  are  to  be  aa- 
«embled  for  the  service  of  his  Majesty  in  this  king- 
dom." 

A  loud  shout  of  approbation  burst  from  the  assem- 
bly. There  was,  in  fact,  no  other  person  to  whom. 
in  point  of  rank,  these  proud  mountaineers  would 
have  been  disposed  to  submit.  His  inveterate  and 
hereditary  hostihty  to  the  Marquis  of  Argyle  insured 
his  engaging  in  the  war  with  sufficient  energy,  while 
his  well-anown  military  talents,  and  his  trieci  valour, 
afibrded  every  hope  of  his  biingi] 
oonduaion. 


bringing  it  to  a  &vourable 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Oar  plot  ii  a  good  plotu  ever  w«a  laid  ;  oar  fKeodt  true  and 
eoMlant  s  a  fooid  plot,  good  Aieodc,  aod  Aill  of  e^ioetatioii :  an 
czoellent  plot,  vexj  good  iVioDda.  Brary  IV.  Part  I. 

No  sooner  had  the  general  Bcclamatk>n  of  joyful 
surprise  subsided,  than'sQence  was  eagerlv  demanded 
for  reading  the  royal  conmiission ;  and  the  bonnets, 
which  hitherto  each  Chief  had  worn,  probably  be- 
cause unwilling  to  be  the  first  to  uncovo",  were  now 
at  onoe  vailed  m  honour  of  the  royal  warrant  It 
was  couched  in  the  most  full  and  ample  tenn%  au- 


thorizing the  Earl  of  Montrose  to  assemble  the  sob- 
,  ects  in  arms,  for  the  putting  down  the  present  re- 
lellion,  which  divers  traitors  and  seditious  persons 
lad  levied  against  the  King,  to  the  manifest  forfaul- 
ture.  as  it  stated,  of  their  allegiance,  and  to  the  breach 
of  the  pacification  between  the  two  kingdoms.  It 
enjoined  all  subordinate  authorities  to  be  obedient  and 
assisting  to  Montrose  in  his  enterprise ;  gave  him  the 
power  of  making  ordintmces  and  proclamations, 
punishing  misdemeanours,  pardoning  criminals,  pla- 
cing and  displacing  govemore  and  commanders,  lu 
fine,  it  was  as  large  and  full  a  commission  as  any 
with  which  a  prince  could  intrust  a  subject.  As  soon 
as  it  was  finished,  a  shout  buret  from  the  assembled 
Chiefe.  in  testimony  of  their  ready  submission  to  the 
will  ot  their  sovereign.  Not  contented  with  generally 
thanking  them  for  a  reception  so  fiavourabTe,  Mon- 
trose hastened  to  address  himself  to  individuals.  The 
most  important  Chiefs  had  already  been  long  per- 
sonally known  to  him,  but  even  to  those  of  infoior 
conseguence  he  now  introduced  himself  and  by  the 
acquaintance  he  displayed  with  their  pecuUar  desia;- 
nations,  and  the  circumstances  and  history  of  thor 
clans,  he  showed  how  long  he  must  have  studied  the 
character  of  the  mountaineers,  and  prepared  himself 
for  such  a  situation  as  he  now  held. 

WhUe  he  was  engaged  in  these  acts  of  courtesy,  his 
flracedful  manner,  ean^ressive  features,  and  dignity  of 
deportment,  made  a  singular  contrast  with  the 
coarseness  and  meanness  of  his  dress.  Montrose 
possessed  that  sort  of  form  and  face,  in  which  the 
beholder,  at  the  first  glance,  sees  nothing  extraordi- 
nary, but  of  which  the  interest  becomes  more  im- 
pressive the  iongci'  we  gaze  upon  them.  His  staturo 
was  very  little  above  the  mkldle  size,  but  in  person  he 
was  uncommonly  well-built,  and  capable,  both  of 
exerting  great  force,  and  enduring  much  fatigue.  In 
fact,  he  ei^oyed  a  constitution  of  uon,  without  which 
he  could  not  have  sustained  the  trials  of  his  extraor- 
dinary campaigns,  through  all  of  which  he  subjected 
himself  to  thehard^ps  of  the  meanest  soldier.  He 
was  perfect  in  all  exercises,  whether  peaceful  or  mar- 
tial, and  possessed,  of  course,  that  graceful  ease  of 
deportment  proper  to  those  to  whom  habit  has  ren- 
dered all  postures  easy. 

His  long  brown  hair,  according  to  the  custom  of 
men  of  quality  among  the  Royalists,  was  parted  on 
the  top  of  his  head  and  trained  to  hai^  down  on 
each  side  in  curled  locks,  one  of  which,  descending 
two  or  three  inches  lower  than  the  others,  intimated 
Montrose's  compliance  with  that  fashion  against 
which  it  pleased  Mr.  Prynne,  the  puritan,  to  write  a 
treatise,  entitled.  "The  Unloveliness  of  Love-locks." 
The  features  which  these  tresses  enclosed,  were  of 
that  kind  which  derive  their  interest  from  the  cha- 
racter of  the  man,  rather  than  from  the  regularity  of 
their  form.  But  a  hig^  nose^  a  full,  decided,  well- 
(^)«ned,  quick  gny  eye,  and  a  sanguine  complexion, 
made  amends  for  some  coarseness  and  irresiuarTty  in 
the  subordinate  parts  of  the  face ;  so  that,  altogetner, 
Montrose  might  be  termed  rather  a  handsome,  than 
a  haiti-feamred  man.  But  those  who  saw  him  when 
his  soul  looked  through  those  eyes  with  all  the  ener- 
gy and  fire  of  genius—those  who  heard  him  speak 
with  the  authority  of  talent,  and  the  eloquence  of 
nature,  were  impressed  with  an  opinion  even  of  his 
external  form,  more  enthusiastically  favourable  than 
the  portraits  which  istill  survive  would  entitle  us  to 
ascribe  to  it.  Such,  at  least,  was  the  impression  he 
made  upon  the  assembled  Chiefs  of  the  mountaineers, 
over  whom,  as  upon  all  persons  in  thcor  state  oi 
society,  personal  appearance  has  no  smaU  influence. 

In  the  discussions  which  followed  his  disco^ermg 
himself,  Montrose  explained  the  various  rieks  which 
he  had  run  in  his  present  undertaking.  His  first  at^ 
tempt  had  been  to  assemble  a  body  of  loyalists  m  the 
north  of  England,  who,  in  obedience  to  the  onderB  of 
the  Marquis  of  Newcastle,  he  expected  would  have 
marched  mto  Scotland:  but  the  disincUnation  of  the 
English  to  cross  the  Border,  and  the  delay  of  the 
Eari  of  Antrim,  who  was  to  have  landed  in,  the  Sol- 
way  I^Vith  with  his  Irish  army,  prevented  his  eacecu- 
ting  this  design.  Other  plans  having  in  like  mannei 
failra,  he  stated  that  be  fioimd  himself  under  the  Qe- 
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cemitf  of  Mwmmg  a  diaguiae  to  render  his  passage 
secure  thrqogfa  the  Lowlands,  in  which  he  had  been 
idodly  asMted  bf  his  kinsman  of  Menteith.  By 
iHiat  means  Allan  M'Aulay  had  come  to  know  him, 
he  could  not  pretend  to  explain.  Those  who  knew 
Allao'0  prophetic  pretensions,  smiled  mysteriously; 
but  he  himself  only  replied,  that  "  the  Earl  of  Mon- 
trose need  not  be  surprised  if  he  was  known  to 
thousands,  of  whom  no  Himself  could  retain  no 
memory." 
'  By  the  honotH-  of  a  cavaBer,"  said  Captain^ Dal- 


mind ;  and  I  do  Sorf^ye  all  grudge,  malecontent,  and 
Dahoe  of  my  heart,  to  Mr.  iUlan  M'Aulay,  for  having 
limiBt  me  down  to  the  lowest  seat  of  the  board  yes- 
p«eiL  Certes,  he  hath  this  day  spoken  so  like  a  man 
haringfull  command  of  his  senses,  that  I  had  resolv- 
ed in  my  secret  purpoae  that  he  was  no  way  entitled 
to  claim  the  pnvileKe  of  insanity.  But  ance  I  was 
only  postponed  to  a  noble  ^L  my  future  command- 
cTHthdiii^  I  do,  before  you  ail,  lecognise  the  justice 
of  the  preference  and  heartily  salute  Allan  as  one 
who  is  to  be  his  bon-camarado" 

Uaviog  made  this  speech,  whieh  was  little  under- 
*tood  or  attended  to.  without  putdng  off  his  military 
glove,  he  adzed  on  Allan's  hand,  and  began  to  shake 
it  with  violence,  which  Allan,  with  a  gripe  like  a 
rauth'f  vice,  returned  with  such  force,  as  to  drive 
the  mm  splints  of  the  gauntlet  into  th&  hand  of  the 
wearer.  ^ 

Captain  Dalgetty  mii^t  have  construed  this  mto  a 
pew  afiront.  had  not  his  attention,  as  he  stood  blow- 
ngand  shaiking  the  injured  memioer,  been  suddenly 
caDed  by  Montrose  himself. 

"Hear  this  news,"  he  said,  "Captain  Dalgetty— I 
nookl  say  Major  Dalgetty,— the  Irish,  who  are  to 
profit  by  your  military  experience,  are  now  within  a 
few  lea^^  of  us." 

Our  deer-stalkers,"  sajd  Angus  M'Aulay,  "  who 
were  abroad  to  bring  in  venison  for  this  honourable 
pvtr,  have  heard  of  a  band  of  strangers,  speaking 
neither  Saxon  nor  pure  Gaelic,  and  with  difficulty 
makioj;  themselves  understood  by  the  people  of  the 
country,  who  are  marching  this  way  in  arms,  under 
the  leading,  it  is  said,  of  Alaster  M'Donald,  who  is 
conuQonly  called  Yoong  Colkitto." 

ABese  must  be  our  men,"  said  Montrose ;  "  we 
masthaatea  to  send  messengers  forward,  both  to  act 
as  radea  and  to  relieve  their  wants.' ^ 

Ine  last,"  nid  Angus  M'Aulay,  "  will  be  no  easy 
natter;  (or  I  am  informed,  that,  excepting  muskets 
^  ^  Vfy  Utile  ammunition,  they  want  every  thing 
uiat  soldiers  should  have ;  and  they  are  particuUirly 
dfflooit  m  money,  in  ahoesi  and  in  raiment" 

Tim  b  at  least  no  use  m  saying  so,"  said  Mon- 
Jroae,  in  so  loud  a  tone.  The  puritan  weavers  of 
(^B%ow  ihall  provide  them  plenty  of  broad-cloth. 
wiuQ  we  make  a  descent  from  the  Highlands ;  and 
tf  the  mifliaters  could  formerly  preach  the  old  women 
of  the  Scottish  boroughs  out  or  their  webs  of  napery, 
to  Bake  teou  to  thetellows  on  Dunse  Law,*  I  wul 
^  whether  I  have  not  a  httle  interest  both  to  make 
™*^  9odly  dames  renew  their  patriotic  gift,  and 
"^  pock-eared  kaaves,  their  husbands,  open  their 
puraea." 

n^^ttl  meeting  arms,"  said  Captain  Dalgetty, 
If  yojor  lordship  will  permit  an  old  cavalier  to  speak 
°*  miod,  so  that  the  one-third  have  muaketo,  my 
u*ning  weapon  would  be  the  pike  for  the  remainder, 
)fhetWibr  resisting  a  charge  of  horse,  orfor  breaking 
tbe  unantry.  A  common  smith  will  make  a  himdred 
Ptke-heads  b  a  day :  here  Is  plenty  of  wood  for  shafts ; 
imdl  wiU  ophokL  that,  according  to  the  best  usages 
Jf  ^t  a  strong  oattalion  of  pikes,  drawn  up  in  the 
BBbioo  of  die  Lion  of  the  North,  the  immorul  Gus- 
ttvu&  would  beat  the  Macedonian  phalanx,  of  which 
*^iad  10  read  in  the  Mareschal-CoDege,  when  I 
y?w  m  the  ancient  town  of  Bon-accord ;  and 

■Jberl  will  venture  to  predicate" 

The  Captain's  lactore  upon  tactics  was  here  sud- 
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denly  mtemipted  by  Allan  M'Aulay,  who  said,  hast- 
ily,—"Room  for  an  unexpected  and  unwelcome 
guest!" 

At  the  same  moment,  the  door  of  the  hall  opened, 
and  a  gray-haired- man,  of  a  very  stately  appearance, 
presented  himself  the  assembly.  There  was  much 
dignity,  and  eVen  authority,  in  his  manner.  His 
stature  was  above  the  common  siza  and  his  looks 
such  as  were  used  to  command.  He  cast  a  severe^ 
and  almost  stem  glance  upon  the  assembly  of  Chiefii^ 
Those  of  the  higher  rank  among  them  returned  it 
with  scornful  indifierence ;  but  some  of  the  western 
gentlemen  of  inferior  power,  looked  as  if  they  wished 
Uiemsclves  elsewhere. 

"To  which  of  this  assembly,"  said  the  stranger, 
"am  I  to  address  myself  as  leader?  or  have  you  not 
fixed  upon  the  person  who  is  to  hold  an  omce  at 
least  as  perilous  as  it  is  honourable  7" 

"Add^ss  yourself  to  me.  Sir  Ehmcan  Campbell," 
saki  Montrose, steprangforward. 

"To  you !"  said  Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  with  some 
scorn. 

"  Yes,— to  me,"  repeated  Montrose,—"  to  the  Earl 
of  Montrose,  if  you  have  forgot  him." 

"I  should  now,  at  least "  said  Sir  Duncan  Camjp- 
belL  "  have  had  some  dimcoltv  in  recognising  him 
in  the  disguise  of  a  jjroom.— And  yet  I  might  have 
miessed  that  no  evil  mfluenoe  infenor  to  your  lord' 
ship's,  dlstingidshed  as  one  who  troubles  Israel,  could 
have  collected  together  this  rash  assembly  of  mis- 
guided persons." 

"  I  wiU  answer  unto  you,"  saul  Montrose,  "  in  the 
marmer  of  your  own  Puritans.  I  have  not  troubled 
Israel,  but  thou  and  thy  father's  house.  But  let 
us  leave  an  altercatioiL  which  is  of  little  consequence 
but  to  ourselves,  and  hear  the  tkiings  you  have 
brought  from  your  Chief  of  Argyle ;  for  I  must  con- 
clude that  it  is  in  his  name  that  you  have  come  to 
this  meeting. 

"It  is  in  the  name  of  the  Marquis  of  Argyle,"  said 
Sir  Duncan  Campbell,— "  in  the  name  of  the  Scottish 
Convention  of  Estates,  that  I  demand  to  kpow  the 
meaning  of  this  singular  convocation.  If  it  is  de* 
signed  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  country,  it  were 
but  acting  like  neighbours,  and  men  of  honour,  to 
give  ufl  some  intimation  to  stand  upon  our  guard. ' 

"  It  is  a  singular,  and  new  state  of  affairs  in  Scot- 
land," said  Montrose,  turning  from  Sir  Duncan 
Campbell  to  the  assembly,  "  when  Scottish  men  of 
rank  and  family  cannot  meet  in  the  house  of  a  coni- 
mon  friend  without  an  inquisitorial  visit  and  demand, 
on  the  part  of  our  rulers,  to  know  the  subject  of  our 
conference.  Methinks  our  ancestors  were  accus- 
tomed to  hold  Highland  huntings,  or  other  purposes 
of  meeting,  without  asking  the  leave  either  of  the 
gjreat  M*CnlIum  More  himself,  or  any  of  his  emissa- 
ries or  dependants." 

"  The  Umee  have  been  such  in  Scotland,"  answer- 
ed one  of  the  Western  Chiefs,  "  and  such  they  will 
a^ain  be,  when  the  intruders  on  our  ancient  posses- 
8K>ns  are  again  reduced  to  be  Lairds  of  Lochpw 
instead  of  overspreading  us  like  a  band  of  devouring 
locusts." 

"Am  I  to  understand,  then,"  sakl  Sir  Duncan, 
"  that  it  is  against  my  name  alone  that  these  prepara- 
tions are  directed  7  or  are  the  race  of  Diarmid  only  to 
be  saflerers  in  common  virith  the  whole  of  the  peace- 
ful and  orderly  inhabitants  of  Scotland  7" 

"I  would  awk,"  saki  a  wild-looking  Chie^  sUrtmg 
hastily  up,  "  one  questbn  of  the  Knight  of  Ardenvohr, 
ere  he  proceeds  Imther  in  his  daring  catechism.— Has 
he  brought  more  than  one  life  to  this  castle,  that  he 
ventures  to  intrude  among  ns  for  the  purposes  of  m- 
sultr'  .      . 

"  GendemeD,"  said  Montrose,  "  let  me  implora  your 
patience ;  a  messenger  who  comes  among  us  for  tha 
purpose  of  embassy,  is  entitled  to  freedom  of  speech, 
ana  a  safe-conduct.  And  since  Sir  Dimcan  Campbell 
is  BO  pressing,  I  care  not  if  I  inform  him^or  his  gui- 
dance, that  he  is  in  an  assembly  of  the  Kng's  loyu 
■ubiects,  convoked  by  me,  in  his  Majesty's  name  and 
antnority,  and  as  empowered  by  his  Miuesty's  royal 
oommissMMi." 

"  We  ars  to  have,  then,  I  presume,"  saki  Sir  Don- 
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can  Campbell,  '*  a  civil  war  in  all  its  fonns?  I  hare 
been  too  long  a  soldier  to  view  its  approach  with 
anxiety;  but  it  would  have  been  for  my  Lord  of  Mon- 
trose's nonour,  if,  in  this  matter,  he  had  consulted  his 
own  ambition  less,  and  the  peace  of  the  country 
more." 

"  Those  consulted  their  own  ambition  and  self- 
interest,  Sir  Duncan,"  answered  Montrose,  "who 
broufiiht  the  country  to  the  pass  in  which  it  now 
stands,  and  rendered  necessary  the  sharp  remedies 
which  we  are  now  reluctantly  about  to  use." 

"  And  what  rank  among  these  self-seekers,"  said 
Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  "  shall  we  assign  to  a  noble 
Earl,  so  violently  attached  to  the  Covenant  that  he 
was  the  first,  in  1639.  to  cross  the  Tyne,  wading  mid- 
dle deep  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  to  charge  the 
royal  forces  1  It  was  the  same,  I  think,  who  imposed 
the  Covenant  upon  the  burgesses  and  colleges  of  Ab- 
erdeen, at  the  point  of  swora  and  pike." 

"I  understand  your  sneer.  Sir  Duncan,"  said  Mont- 
rose, temperately ;  "  and  I  can  only  add,  tnat  if  sincere 
repentance  can  make  amends  for  youtniiil  error^  and 
for  yielding  to  the  artful  representation  of  ambitious 
hyi>ocrites,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  the  crimes  with 
which  you  taunt  me.  I  will  at  least  endeavour  to  de- 
serve forgiveness,  for  I  am  here,  with  my  sword  in 
my  hand,  willing  to  spend  the  best  blood  of  my  body 
to  make  amends  for  my  error;  and  mortal  man  can 
do  no  more." 

"  Well,  mv  lord,"  said  Sir  Duncan.  "I  shall  be  sorry 
to  carry  back  this  language  to  the  Marquis  oi  Ar^le. 
I  had  It  in  further  charge  from  the  Muqnis,  that,  to 

{»revent  the  bloody  feuds  which  must  necessarily  fbl- 
ow  a  Highland  war,  his  lordship  will  be  contented  if 
terms  of  truce  could  be,  arranged  to  the  north  of  the 
"'Mand  line,  as  there  is  ground  enough  in  Scotland 
*it  upon,  without  neighbours  destroying  each 
families  and  inheritances." 
"It  is  a  peaceful  proposal,"  said  Montrose,  smiling, 
"such  as  It  should  be,  coming  from  one  whose  per- 
sonal actions  have  always  been  more  peaceful  than 
his  measures.  Yet,  if  the  terms  of  such  a  truce  could 
be  equally  fixed,  and  if  we  can  obtain  secmityrHfor 
that.  Sir  Duncan,  is  indispensable,^that  your  Mar- 

rwill  observe  those  terms  with  strict  fidelity.  I,  for 
my  part,  should  be  content  to  leave  peace  oenind 
us,  since  we  must  needs  carry  war  before  us.  But,  Sir 
Duncan,  you  are  too  old  arid  experienced  a  soldier  for 
us  to  permit  you  to  remain  in  our  leaguer,  and  witness 
our  proceedings;  we  shall  therefore,  when  you  have 
refreshed  yourself,  recommend  your  speedy  return  to 
Inverary,  and  wc  shall  send  with  you  a  ^ntleman  on 
oiir  part  to  adjust  the  tCTms  of  the  Highland  armi- 
stice, in  case  the  Marquis  shall  be  found  serious  in 
proposing  such  a  measure."  Sir  Duncan  Campbell 
assented  by  a  bow. 

"  My  Lord  of  Menteith,"  continued  Montrose,  "  will 
ym  have  the  goodness  to  attend  Sir  Duncan  Camp- 
nell  of  Ardenvohr,  while  we  determine  who  shall  re- 
turn Mrith  him  to  his  Chief?  M'Aulay  will  permit  us 
to  request  that  he  be  entertained  with  suitable  hospi- 
tahty." 

*'  1  will  give  orders  for  that,"  said  Allan  M'Aulay, 
lising  and  coming  forward.  "  I  love  Sir  Dimcan 
Campbell ;  we  have  been  joint  sufferers  in  former  days, 
and  I  do  not  foroet  it  now." 

My  Lord  of  Menteith,"  said  Sir  Duncan  Camp- 
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to  distinguish  between  ri^t  and  wrong,  between  loy- 
alty and  rebelUon;  and  the  sooner  a  g^sod  course  is 
begun,  the  longer  and  the  letter  have  I  a  chance  of 
running  it." 

"  And  you  too,  my  friend,  Allan  M*Aulay,"  said  Sir 
Duncan,  taking  his  hand,  "  must  we  also  call  each 
other  enemies,  that  have  been  so  often  allied  against 
a  coinmon  foe  ?"  Then  tiuning  round  to  the  meeting, 
he  said,  "  Farewell,  gentlemen ;  there  are  so  maiiy  of" 
you  lo  whom  I  wish  well,  that  your  rejection  of^all 
terms  of  mediation  gives  me  deep  affliction.  May 
Heaven^"  he  said,  looking  upwards,  "judge  between 
our  motives,  and  thoae  of  the  movers  of  this  civil  com- 
motion !" 


"Amen,"  said  Montrose ;  "  to  that  tribunal  we  all 
submit  us." 

Sir  Duncan  Campbell  left  the  haS,  accompanied 
by  Allan  M'Aulay  and  Lord  Menteith.  "  There  goes 
a  true-bred  Campbell,"  said  Montrose,  as  the  envoy 
departed,  "  for  they  are  ever  fair  and  false." 

"  Pardon  me;,  my  lorcL"  said  Evan  Dhu ;  "  heredi- 
tary enemy  as  I  am  to  their  name,  I  have  ever  found 
the  Knight  of  Ardenvohr  brave  in  war,  honest  m 
peace,  and  true  in  council." 

"  Of  his  own  disposition,"  said  Montrose,  "  such  he 
is  undoubtedly:  but  he  now  acts  as  the  organ  or 
mouth-piece  of  nis  Chief,  the  Marquis,  the  falsest  man 
that  ever  drew  breath.  And,  M'Aulay,"  he  continued 
in  a  whisper  to  his  host,  lest  he  should  make  some 
impression  upon  the  inexperience  of  Menteith,  or  the 
singular  disposition  of  your  brother,  you  had  better 
send  music  into  their  chamber,  to  prevent  his  inveig- 
ling them  into  any  private  conference." 

"^The  devil  a  musician  have  I,"  answered  M'Auky. 
"excepting  the  piper,  who  has  nearly  broke  his  wind 
by  an  ambitious  contention  for  superiority  with  three 
or  his  own  craft ;  but  I  can  send  Annot  Lyhs  and  her 
harp."  And  he  left  the  apartment  to  give  orders  ac- 
cordingly. 

Meanwhile  a  warm  discusaon  took  place,  who 
Bbould  undertake  the  perilous  task  of  returning  with 
Sir  Duncan  to  Inverary.  To  the  higher  digmtaries, 
accustomed  to  ccHisider  themselves  upon  an  equality 
even  with  MX^lum  Move,  this  was  an  office  not  to 
be  proposed;  unto  others  who  could  not  plead  the 
same  excuse,  it  was  altogether  unacceptable.  One 
would  have  thought  Inverary  had  been  the  Valley 
of  the  Shadow  of  Death,  the  inferior  chiefs  showed 
such  reluctance  to  approach  it.  After  a  considerable 
hesitation,  the  plain  reason  was  at  length  spoken  out, 
namely,  that  whatever  Highlander  should  undertake 
an  ofnce  so  distasteful  to  M'Callum  More,  he  would 
be  sure  to  treasure  the  offence  in  his  remembrance, 
and  one  day  or  other  to  make  him  bitterly  repent  of  iL 

In  this  dilemma,  Montrose,  who  considered  the  pro- 
posed armistice  as  a  mere  stratagem  on  the  part  of 
Argyle,^  although  he  had  not  ventured  bluntly  to  re- 
ject it  m  presence  of  those  whom  it  concerned  so 
nearly,  resolved  to  impose  the  donger  and  dignity 
upon  Captain  Dalgetty,  who  had  neither  clan  nor 
estate  in  the  Hidilands  upon  which  the  wrath  of  Ar- 
gyle  could  wreak  itself. 

"  But  I  have  a  neck,  though,"  said  Dalgetty,  blimdy : 
"  and  what  if  he  chooses  to  avenge  himself  upon  that  7 
I  have  known  a  case  where  an  honourable  ambassa- 
dor has  been  hanged  as  a  spy  before  now.  Neither 
did  the  Romans  use  ambassadors  much  more  merci- 
fidly  at  the  siege  of  Capua,  although  I  read  that  they 
only  cut  off  their  hands  and  noses,  put  out  their  eyes, 
and  suffered  them  to  depart  in  peace." 

"  By  my  honour,  Captain  Dalgetty,"  said  Montrose, 
"should  the  Msrquis,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  war, 
dare  to  practise  any  atrocity  against  you,  you  may  de- 
pend upon  my  taking  such  signal  vengeance  that  all 
Scotland  shall  ring  of  it." 

"  That  will  do  but  little  for  Dalgetty,"  returned  the 
Captain :  "  but  corragio !  as  the  Spaniard  says.  With 
the  Land  of  Promise  fidl  in  view,  the  Moor  of  Drum- 
thwacket,  nua  paupera  regna^  as  we  said  at  Mares- 
(^al-CoUei^  I  will  not  reluiBe  your  excellencir's  com* 
mission,  being  conscious  it  becomes  a  cavalier  of  ho- 
nour to  obey  His  commander's  orders,  in  defiance  both 
of  gibbet  and  sword." 

^Gallantly  resolved,"  said  Montrose;  "and  if  you 
will  come  apart  with  me.  I  will  furnish  you  with  the 
conditions  to  be  laid  heiore  M Vallum  More,  upon 
which  we  are  willing  to  f^rant  him  a  truce  for  his 
Hi^land  dominions.^ 

With  these  we  need  not  trouble  our  readers.  Tliey 
were  of  an  evasive  nature,  calculated  to  meet  a  pro- 
posal which  Montrose  considered  to  have  been  made 
only  for  ^  purpose  of  gaining  time.  When  he  had 
put  Captain  Dalgetty  in  complete  possession  of  his  in- 
structions, and  when  that  worthy,  makmg  his  miU- 
tary  obeisance,  was  near  the  door  of  his  apartment, 
Montrose  made  him  a  sign  to  return. 

"I  presume,"  said  b&  "  I  need  not  remind  an  offi- 
cer who  has  served  under  the  great  Oustavus,  that  a 
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litde  more  is  reqi^^ed  of  a  person  sent  with  a  fla^  of 
croce  than  mefe  discharge  of  his  instmctioDs,  and  that 
his  general  will  expect  from  him,  on  his  return,  some 
account  of  the  state  of  the  enemy's  afToirs,  as  for  as 
th^oome  under  his  observation.  In  short.  Captain 
DalsettT,  you  most  be  un  peu  dtUr-vovanL" 

1  nalyoor  Excellency,"  said  the  Captain,  twist- 
ing his  hMtf  features  into  an  inimitable  expression  of 
conning  and  inieUgence,  "if  they  do  not  put  my  head 
in  a  poRe,  which  I  have  known  practised  upon  ho- 
nourable soldados  who  have  been  suspected  to  come 
upon  such  errands  as  the  present,  your  Excellency 
msT  rely  on  a  pr^ceese  narration  of  whatever  Dugald 
Dajgettv  shall  hear  or  se^  were  it  even  how  many 
turns  of  tune  there  are  in  M  Callnm  More's  pibroch,  or 
how  many  checks  in  the  sett  of  his  plaid  and  trews." 
"Enough,"  answered  Montrose;  "farewell,  Cap- 
tain  Dalgetty  :  and  as  they  say  that  a  lady's  mind  is 
ahravB  expressed  in  her  postscript,  so  I  would  have 
yon  think  mat  the  most  important  part  of  your  com- 
nisBon  lies  in  what  I  have  last  said  to  you." 

Da^etty  once  more  grinned  intelligence,  and  with- 
<lfew  to  victual  his  charger  and  himself,  for  the  fa- 
Qgsesof  his  approaching  mission. 

At  the  door  oi  the  stable,-Hror  Gustavus' always 
dahned  his  first  care,— he  met  Angus  M'Aulay  and 
Sir  ICiles  Musgrave,  who  had  been  looking  at  his 
horve;  and,  atler  praising  his  points  and  carriage, 
both  united  in  strongly  dissuading  the  Captain  from 
taking  an  animal  of  such  value  with  him  upon  his 
present  very  fatiguing  journey. 

Angus  pain  tea  in  the  most  alarming  colours  the 
roads,  or  rather  wild  tracks,  by  which  it  would  be 
neceflsary  for  him  to  travel  into  Aigyleshire,  and  the 
wretched  huts  or  bothies  where  he  would  be  condemn- 
ed to  pass  the  night,  and  where  no  forage  could  be 
procured  for  his  horse,  unless  he  could  eat  the  stumps 
of  old  heather.  In  short,  he  pronounced  it  absolutely 
impossible,  Uiat,  after  undertaking  such  a  pilgrimage, 
the  animal  could  be  in  any  case  for  military  service. 
The  Englishman  strongly  confirmed  all  that  Angus 
had  saidT  and  gave  himseli^  body  and  soul,  to  the  devil, 
if  he  thought  it  was  not  an  act  litde  short  of  absolute 
morder  to  carry  a  horse  worth  a  farthing  into  such  a 
'wmste  and  inhoaoitable  desert  Captain  Dalgetty  for 
an  instant  looked  steadily,  first  at  one  of  the  gentle- 
men and  next  at  the  other,  and  then  asked  them,  as 
if  in  a  state  of  indecision,  what  the^  would  advise  him 
to  do  with  Gustavus  under  such  arcumstances. 

**  By  the  hand  of  my  father,  my  dear  friend,"  an- 
swered M*Aulay,  "  if  you  leave  the  beast  in  my  keep- 
ing; you  may  rely  on  nis  being  fed  and  sorted  accord- 
ing to  his  worth  and  quality,  and  that,  upon  your 
hanpv  return,  you  will  find  him  as  sleek  as  an  onion 
bouea  in  butter." 

"Or,"  said  Sir  Miles  Musgrave,  "if  this  worthy 
cavalier  chooses  to  part  with  his  charger  for  a  rea- 
sonable aamj  I  have  some  part  of  the  silver  candle- 
sticks still  dancing  the  beys  in  my  purse,  which  I 
shall  be  very  vrilling  to  traiisfer  to  ms.^' 

"  In  brieC  niine  honourable  friends,"  said  Captain 
Dalgetty,  again  eyeing  them  both  with  an  air  of  comic 
penetration,  "  I  mid  it  would  not  be  altogether  unac- 
ceptable to  either  of  you,  to  have  some  token  to  re- 
member the  old  soldier  by,  in  case  it  shall  please 
IfCaUnm  More  to  hang  nim  up  at  the  gate  of  his 
own  castl&  And  doubtless  it  would  be  no  small  satis- 
foction  to  me,  in  such  an  event,  that  a  noble  and 
Joyal  cavalier  like  Sir  Miles  Musgrave,  or  a  worthy 
and  hospitable  chieftain  like  our  excellent  landlord, 
sbottld  act  as  my  executor." 

Both  hastened  to  protest  that  they  had  no  such  ob- 
ject, and  insisted  again  upon  the  impassable  character 
of  me  ffighland  paths.  Angus  M'Aulay  mumbled 
over  a  number  of  hard  Gaelic  names,  descriptive  of 
the  difficult  passes,  precipices,  comes,  and  beals, 
throogfa  whjcn  he  said  the  road  lay  to  Inverary,  when 
okl  Dmahl,  who  had  now  entered,  sanctioned  his 
master's  account  of  these  difficulties,  by  holding  up 
ha  hands,  and  elevating  his  eves,  and  shaking  his 
head,  at  every  guttural  which  M'Aulay  pronounced. 
Bat  all  this  did  not  move  the  inflexible  captain. 

"My  worthy  friends,"  said  he,  "  Gustavus  is  not 
new  to  tSe  dangers  of  travelling,  and  the  mooutalns 


of  Bohemia;  and  (no  disparagement  to  the  beals  and 
cornea,  Mr.  Angus  is  pleased  to  mention,  and  of 
which  Sir  Miles,  who  never  saw  them,  confirms  the 
horrors,)  these  mountains  may  compete  with  the 
vilest  roads  in  Europe.  In  fact,  mv  horse  hath  a 
most  excellent  and  social  quality;  for  although  he 
cannot  pledge  in  my  cup,  yet  we  share  our  loaf  be- 
tween us.  and  it  will  be  hard  if  he  sufiers  famine 
where  ca&es  or  bannocks  are  to  be  found.  And,  to 
cut  this  matter  short,  I  beseech  you,  my  good  fiiends, 
to  observe  the  state  of  Sir  Duncan  Campbell's  pal- 
firey,  which  stands  in  that  stall  before  us,  fiit  and 
fau* ;  and,  in  return  for  your  anxiety  on  my  account,  I 
^ve  you  my  honest  asseveration,  that  whue  we  travel 
the  same  road,  both  that  palfrey  and  his  rider  shall 
Iflcck  for  food  before  either  Gustavus  or  I." 

Having  said  thia,  he  filled  a  large  measure  with 
com,  and  walked  up  with  it  to  his  charger,  who,  by 
his  low  whinnying  neighi  his  pricked  ears,  and  his 
)awin^  showed  how  close  the  alliance  was  betwixt 
lim  and  his  rider.  Nor  did  he  taste  his  com  until  he 
lad  returned  his  master's  caresses,  by  licking  his 
lands  and  face.  After  this  interchange  of  greeting, 
the  steed  began  to  his  provender  with  an  eager  dis- 
patch, which  showed  old  military  habits;  and  the 
master,  after  looking  on  the  animal  withjrareat  com- 
placency for  about  five  minutes,  said,—"  Much  good 
may  it  do  your  honest  heart  Gustavus ;— now  must  I 
go  and  lay  in  provant  myself  for  the  campaign." 

He  then  departed,  havmg  first  sahited  the  Knglish- 
man  and  Angus  M'Aulay,^  who  remained  looking  at 
each  other  for  some  time  in  silence,  and  then  burst 
out  into  a  fit  of  laughter. 

"That  fellow,"  said  Sir  Miles  Musgrave,  "is  form- 
ed to  go  through  the  world." 

"  I  shall  think  so  too,"  said  M'Aulay,  "  if  he  can  slip 
througdi  M*C(dlum  More's  fingera  as  easQy  as  he  has 
done  through  ours." 

"Do  you  think,"  said  the  Englishman,  "that  the 
Marquis  will  not  respect,  in  Captain  Dalgetty's  per- 
son, the  laws  of  civilized  war*?" 

"  No  more  than  I  would  respect  a  Lowland  pro- 
clamation." said  Angus  M'Aulay.—"  But  come  along, 
it  is  time  I  were  returning  to  my  guests." 


CHAPTER  IX. 

-la  a  rebellion, 


Wheo  what's  not  meet,  but  what  muit  be,  wti  taw, 
Then  were  they  cboaen  :  in  a  better  hoar, 
Let  what  is  meet  t>e  said  it  moi t  be  meet. 
And  throw  their  power  i'  the  duat 

Coriolanus. 

In  a  small  apartment,  remote  firom  the  rest  of  tho 
guests  assembled  at  the  castle,.  Sir  Dtmcan  Campbell 
was  presented  with  every  species  of  refieshment  and 
respectfully  attended  by  Lord  Menteith,  and  by  Allan 
M'Aulay.  His  discourse  with  the  latter  turned  upon 
a  sort  of  hunting  campaign,  in  which  they  had  been 
engpaged  together  against  the  Children  or  the  Mist, 
with  whom  the  Knight  of  Ardenvohr.  as  well  as  the 
M'AulaycL  had  a  deadly  and  irreconcilable  feud.  Sir 
Duncan,  however,  speedily  endeavoured  to  lead  badt 
the  conversation  to  the  subject  of  his  present  errand 
to  the  castle  of  Damlinvarach. 

"  It  grieved  him  to  the  very  heart,"  he  said,  "  to  see 
that  fnends  and  neighbours,  who  should  stand  shoul- 
der to  ehouldcr,  were  likely  to  be  engaged  hand  to 
hand  in  a  cause  which  so  little  concerned  them.  What 
fflgnifies  it,"  he  said,  "  to  the  Highland  Chiefs,  whether 
Kmg  or  Parliament  got  uppermost  7  Were  it  not  bet- 
ter to  let  them  settle  thdr  own  differences  without  in- 
terference, while  the  Chiefs^  in  the  meantime,  took 
the  opportunity  of  establishing  their  own  authority  in 
a  manner  not  to  be  called  in  question  hereafter  by 
either  King  or  Parliament?"  He  reminded  Allan 
M*Aulay  that  the  measures  taken  in  the  last  reign  to 
setde  the  peace,  as  was  alleged,  of  the  Highlands, 
were  in  fact  levelled  at  the  patriarchal  power  of  the 
Chieftains;  and  he  mentioned  the  celebrated  setUe- 
ment  of  the  Fife  Undertakers,  as  they  were  called,  in 
the  Lewis,  as  part  of  a  deliberate  plan,  formed  to  in- 
troduce strangers  among  the  Celtic  tribes,  to  destroy 
by  degrees  their  ancient  customs  and  mode  of  govern- 
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ment,  and  to  despoil  them  of  the  inheritance  of  their 
fathers.  •  "And  yet,"  he  contmued,  addressing  Allan, 
*'  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  giving  despotic  authority  to 
the  monarch  by  whom  these  deskns  have  been  nur- 
sed, that  so  many  Highland  Chiefs  are  upon  the  point 
of  9uarrelling  with,  and  drawing  the  sword  against, 
their  neighbours,  allies,  and  ancient  confederates." 

"  It  is  to  ray  brother,"  said  Allan,  "  it  is  to  the  eld- 
est son  of  my  father's  house,  that  the  Knight  of  Ar- 
denvohr  must  addrras  these  remonstrances.  I  am, 
indeed,  the  brother  of  Angus ;  but  in  being  so,  I  am 
only  the  first  of  his  clansmen,  and  bound  to  show  an 
example  to  the  others  by  my  cheerful  and  ready  obe- 
dience to  his  commands." 

"  The  cause  also,"  said  Lord  Menteith,  interposing, 
**is  far  more  general  than  Sir  Duncan  Campbell 
seems  to  suppose  it.  It  is  neither  limited  to  Saxon 
nor  to  Gael,  to  mountain  nor  to  strath,  to  Hi^ands 
nor  to  Lowlands.  The  auestion  is,  if  we  will  con- 
tinue to  be  governed  by  the  unlimited  authority  as- 
sumed by  a  set  of  persons  in  no  req)ect  superior  to 
ourselves^  mstead  ot  returning  to  the  natural  govern- 
ment of  the  Prince  against  whom  they  have  rebelled. 
And  respecting  the  interest  of  the  Highlands  in  par- 
ticular,' he  added,  **  I  crave  Sir  Duncan  Campbell's 
pardon  for  my  plainness ;  but  it  seems  very  clear  to 
me^  that  the  onlv  effect  produced  by  the  present  usur- 
pation, will  be  the  aggrandisement  of  one  overgrown 
clan  at  the  expense  of  every  indQ)endent  Chimn  the 
Hifl^lands." 

I  will  not  reply  to  you,  my  lord,"  said  Sir  Duncan 
Campbell,  "  because  1  know  your  prejudices,  and 
from  whom  they  are  borrowed ;  yet  you  will  pardon 
my  saying,  that  being  at  the  heaid^f  a  rival  branch  of 
the  House  of  Graham,  I  have  both  read  of  and  known 
an  Earl  of  Menteith,  who  would  have  disdained  to 
have  been  tutored  in  politics,  or  to  have  been  com- 
manded in  war,  by  an  Earl  of  Montrose." 

"  You  will  find  it  in  vain.  Sir  Duncan,"  said  Lord 
Menteith,  haughtily,  "to  set  my  vanity  in  arms 
against  my  principles.  The  King  gave  my  ancestors 
their  title  and  rank ;  and  these  shall  never  prevent 
my  acting,  in  the  royal  cause,  under  any  one  who  is 
better  Qualified  than  myself  to  be  a  commander-in- 
chiet  Least  of  all,  shall  any  miserable  jealousy  pre- 
vent me  from  placing  my  hand  and  sword  under  the 
guidance  of  the  bravest,  the  most  loyal,  Uie  most  he- 
roic epmt  among  our  Scottish  nobility.'^ 

"Pitv,"  said  Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  "  that  you  can- 
not add  to  his  panegyric  the  further  epithets  of  the 
most  steady,  and  the  most  consistent  But  I  have  no 
purpose  of^  debating  these  points  with  you,  my  lord," 
waving  his  hand^  as  if  to  avoid  further  discussion ; 
**  the  die  is  cast  with  you ;  allow  me  only  to  express 
my  sorrow  for  the  disastrous  fate  to  which  Angus 
MTAulay's  natural  rashness,  and  your  lordship's  influ- 
ence, are  dragging  my  gallant  fiiend  Allan  here,  with 
his  father's  clan,  and  many  a  brave  man  besides." 

"  The  die  is  cast  for  us  all.  Sir  Duncan,"  replied 
Allan,  looking  gloomy,  and  arguing  on  his  own  hypo- 
chondriac feelings ;  "  the  iron  hand  of  destiny  branded 
our  fate  upon  our  forehead  long  ere  we  could  form  a 
wish,  or  raise  a  finger  in  oar  own  behalf.  Were  this 
othervrise,  by  what  means  does  the  Seer  ascertain 
the  future  from  those  shadowy  presages  which  haimt 
his  waking  and  his  sleeping  eye  7  Nought  can  be  fore- 
seen but  that  which  is  certain  to  happen." 

Sir  Duncan  Campbell  was  about  to  reply,  and  the 
darkest  and  most  contested  point  of  metaphysics 
might  have  been  brought  into  discussion  betwixt  two 
Highland  disputants,  when  the  door  opened,  and  An- 
not  Lyle,  with  her  clairshach  in  her  hand,  entered  the 
apartment  The  fi:eedom  of  a  Highland  maiden  was 
in  her  step  and  in  her  eve :  for,  bred  up  in  the  closest 
intimacy  with  the  Laird  of  M'Aulay  and  his  brother, 

*  In  the  reifn  of  Jaraet  VI.^  an  attempt  of  rttber  an  extra- 
ordinarr  kind  was  made  to  civilize  the  extreme  northern  part 
of  the  Hebridean  Archipelafo.  TtotX  monarch  rranted  the 
propertr  of  the  bland  of  Lewia,  aa  if  U  had  been  an  aoknowo 
and  MYate  oountnr,  to  a  number  of  Lowland  centlemeo,  called 
imdertakeri,  chiefly  nativea  of  the  shire  of  Pift,  that  they 
miffht  eplootze  and  aatUe  theie.  The  enterpriae  wai  at  Aral 
tnoem$M,  bat  the  oativea  of  the  ialand,  MacLeods  and  Mac- 
Keoziea,  roaeM  tiM  Lowland  adTentoran,  tad  put  moet  of 
UMBi  to  IM  sword. 


with  Lord  Menteith,  and  other  youflfi  men  who  6^ 
quented  Damlinvarach,  she  possessed  none  of  that 
timidity  which  a  female,  educated  chiefly  among  her 
own  sex,  would  either  have  felt,  or  thou^t  necesBary 
to  assume^  on  an  occasion  like  the  present 

Her  dress  partook  of  the  antique  for  new  fashioni 
seldom  penetrated  into  the  Highlands,  nor  would  the^ 
easilv  have  found  their  way  to  a  castle  inhabited 
chieny  by  men,  whose  sole  occupation  was  war  and 
the  chase.  Yet  Annoys  garments  were  not  only  be- 
commg,  but  even  rich.  Her  open  jacket,  with  a  h^i^ 
collar,  was  composed  of  blue  cloth,  richly  embnnder- 
ed,  and  had  silver  clasps  to  fiuten,  when  it  pleased 
the  wearer.  Its  sleeves,  which  were  wide,  came  no 
lower  than  the  elbow,  and  terminated  in  a  goklen 
fringe ;  under  this  upper  coat,  if  it  can  be  so  termed,  she 
wore  an  under  dress  of  blue  satin,  also  richly  em- 
broidered, but  which  was  several  shades  lighter  in 
colour  than  the  upper  garment  The  petticoat  was 
formed  of  tartan  oik,  in  the  set,  or  pattern,  of  which 
the  colour  of  blue  greatly  predominated,  so  as  to  re- 
move the  tawdry  eftect  too  frequently  produced  in  tar- 
tan, by  the  mixture  and  strong  oppositk)n  of  cdoon. 
An  antique  silver  chain  hung  round  her  neck,  and 
supported  the  wrest,  or  key,  with  which  she  tuned  her 
instrument.  A  small  run*  rose  above  her  collar,  and 
was  secured  by  a  brooch  of  some  value,  an  old  keep- 
sake from  Lord  Menteith.  Her  profusion  of  hght 
hair  almost  hid  her  laughing  eves,  while,  with  a  soiOs 
and  a  blush,  she  mentioned  that  she  had  M'Anlay'i 
directions  to  ask  them  if  they  chose  music.  Sir  Duo- 
can  Campbell  gazed  with  considerable  suipiiae  aod 
interest  at  the  lovely  apparition,  which  thus  mterrq>t> 
ed  his  debtfte  with  Allan  M'Aulay. 

"  Can  this,"  he  said  to  him  in  a  whisper,  "  a  crct- 
turo  so  beaudful  and  so  elc«nnt,  be  a  domestic  miut- 
dan  of  your  brother's  establishment  T' 

"  By  no  means,"  answered  Allan,  hastily,  yet  with 

some  hesitation  ;  "  she  is  a a near  relation  of 

our  family— and  treated^"  he  added,  more  firmly,  "ai 
an  adopted  daughter  of  our  father's  house." 

As  he  spoke  thus,  he  arose  from  his  seat  and  with 
that  air  of  courtesy  which  every  Highlander  can  as- 
sume when  it  suits  him  to  practise  it,  he  resigned  it  to 
Annot,  and  offered  to  her,  at  the  same  time,  wbaterer 
refreshments  the  table  afforded,  with  an  assiduity 
which  was  probably  designed  to  give  Sir  Duncan  an 
impression  of  her  rank  and  consequence.  If  such  was 
Allan's  purpose,  however,  it  was  unnecessary.  Sir 
Duncan  Kept  his  eyes  fixed  upon  Armot  with  an  ex- 
pression of  much  deeper  interest  than  could  have 
arisen  from  any  impression  that  she  was  a  person  n 
consequence.  Annot  even  fi^lt  embarrassed  under  die 
old  kmght's  steady  gaze ;  and  it  was  not  without  con- 
siderable hesitation,  that,  tuning  her  instrument,  and 
receiving  an  assenting  look  from  Lord  Menteith  and 
Allan,  she  executed  the  following  ballad,  which  our 
friend,  Mr.  Secundus  M'Pherson,  whose  goodness  «« 
had  before  to  acknowledge,  has  thus  tnmslated  into 
the  English  tongue  : 

THE  ORPHAN  BfAID. 

November'i  haU-clood  drifla  away, 

NoTember*!  ■init>eain  was 
Looks  coldlr  on  the  eaitte  irajr, 

When  forth  cornea  Ladjr  Anna. 

The  orphan  hf  theoak  was  aet. 

Her  arras,  her  fbet,  were  bare, 
The  hail  drops  had  not  melted  ytt. 

Amid  her  raven  hair. 

"  And.  Dame,"  she  said,  "bf  aU  the  tiea 

That  child  and  mother  know, 
Aid  one  who  never  knew  theaa  joya. 

Relieve  an  orphan's  wo«" 

The  ladf  said,  "  An  orphan's  stale 

b  hard  and  sad  to  bear ; 
Yet  worse  the  widow'd  mother's  (kte. 

Who  mourns  both  lord  and  heir. 

*'  Twelve  times  the  nrilinv  year  has  npad. 

Since,  when  from  venceanoe  wild 
or  fierce  Strathallan's  Cbier  1  lied, 

Forth's  eddies  whelm'd  my  child." 

"  Twehra  times  the  year  its  ooursa  has  bonw,* 
The  wanderinr  niaid  rrplied, 
^  **  Since  flsliers  on  8t  Bridnt's  mom 
*    Drew  nets  oo  Caaqwie  tide 
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**  SL  Bridftt  MU  DO  Mtlr  ipoil  t* 

Tbey  «tved,  and  nai*d  to  want  and  toil, 
Tb  bee  from  fOQ  hor  braad.** 

Iltttoiphaa  maid  tho  ladj  kiM'd~ 

'*Mf  Dmbaad't  looka  yoa  baar ; 
flL  Bndfet  and  bar  morn  be  blowed  i 

Ton  are  hit  widow'*  heir." 

T1ia7*Te  robed  that  maid,  so  poor  and  pale, 

Ib  ailk  and  ^***i*t\^  rare  ; 
And  pearls,  for  dropa  of  ttottn  hail. 

Are  fUatmiag  ia  bar  hair.* 

Wh3e  the  aong  jiiooeeded,  Lord  Mentdth  obfienred, 
with  aome  ■mpnae,  that  it  appeared  to  produce  a 
ancfa  deeper  enect  upon  the  mind  of  Sir  Dunqan 
OunpbeU,  dian  he  could  possibly  have  anticipated 
fiom  his  age  and  chacacter.  He  well  knew  that  the 
Highlanders  of  that  period  possessed  a  much  greater 
amwfaiJitY  both  for  tale  and  song  than  was  found 
amoBz  their  Lowland  nei^dibours;  but  even  this,  he 
thoQi^  hardly  accounted  for  the  embarrassment 
with  which  the  old  man  withdrew  his  eyes  from  the 
8,  as  if  unwilling  to  suffer  them  to  rest  on 
so  interesting.    Still  less  was  it  to  be  ex- 

.  that  features  which  expressed  pride,  stem 

eommon  sense,  and  the  austere  habit  of  aatliority, 
afaoold  have  been  so  much  agitated  by  so  trivial  a  cir- 
comstanoe.  As  the  Chief's  brow  became  clouded,  he 
diDoped  his  large  shaggy  gray  eye-brows  until  tbey 
almost  concealed  his  eves,  on  the  lids  of  which  some- 
tlBBg  Qtea  tear  might  be  seen  to  glisten.  He  remain- 
ed silent  and  fixed  m  the  same  posture  for  a  minute 
or  two,  after  the  last  note  had  ceased  to  vibrate.  He 
then  raised  his  head,  and  having  looked  at  Annot 
IMe,  as  if  purposing  to  speak  to  ner,  he  as  suddenlv 
fhsf^pri  that  purpose^  and  was  about  to  address  Al- 
lan, when  the  ooor  opened,  and  the  Lord  of  the  Castle 
iBsdehia  appearance. 


Dark 
Wild 
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thair  jowoer^onr'd  the  aloomy  dar, 
ire  tbe  hilJa,  and  doabtral  crew  the  way ; 
dcric,  more  aloomjr,  and  more  doubtAil,  thow'd 
imnnon,  which  reeeived  them  f)rom  the  road. 

The  Tnmtkrs,  a  Rnutna. 

Avevs  M'AvLAV  was  charged  with  a   mes8ag[e 
wh^  he  seemed  to  find  some  difficulty  in  commum- 
:;  for  it  was  not  till  after  he  had  framed  his 
^  several  different  ways,  and  blundered  them  alL 
It  he  succeeded  in  letting  Sir  Duncan  Campbell 
know,  that  the  cavalier  who  was  to  accompany 

*The  adminra  of  pore  Celtic antiqnity,  notwithetandinir  the 
A^aea  of  tho  above  tramlation,  may  be  deairoui  to  see  a  lite- 
ni  «eniaa  from  the  orifinal  Oaelio,  which  we  therefore  lub- 

e;  and  have  only  to  add,  that  the  odfinal  if  deposited  with 
tndaitiah  Clctshbotham. 

LmnUL  TRAJI8LATI0N. 

Tilt  bajl-hlut  had  drifted  away  upon  the  winte  of  the  gale 
«f  aaftama.  The  wan  looked  fhm  between  the  doude,  pale  as 
tbe  woKodad  hwo  wIm  rean  hie  head  feebly  oo  the  heath  when 
the  raw  of  battle  hath  paeaed  over  him. 

Piaeie.  Om  Lady  of  the  Caitle^  came  forth  to  lee  herroaideni 
pam  come  berde  with  their  leslioat 

aatan  orphan  maiden  beneath  the  old  oak-tree  of  ap- 
L  The  withered  leavee  fell  around  her,  and  her  heart 
withered  than  they. 
The  parent  of  the  ice  fpoetieally  taken  for  the  fhMt]  still  con- 
cealed tho  hail-drope  in  her  liair ;  they  were  like  the  specks  of 
ofcitu  aahce  on  the  twMted  bouchs  of  tbe  blackened  and  half- 
f  usaaieil  oak  that  biases  in  the  nail. 

And  the  maid«o  eaid,  "  Give  mo  comfort.  Lady,  I  am  an  or- 
fte«  child."  And  ttie  Lady  replied,  "  How  can  I  ri^e  that 
w^cfa  I  have  not  T  I  am  the  widow  of  a  slain  lord,— the  mother 
of  a  periabed  child.  When  I  fled  in  my  fear  from  the  vengeance 
of  ay  fai^wnd'a  foe,  our  bark  was  overwhelmed  in  the  tide,  and 
my  JaAflt  perirtied.  This  was  on  8t  Bridgot's  mom,  near  the 
siraaff  Lyns  wf  Campeie.  May  ill  luck  li^ht  upon  the  day.** 
And  tbe  aaaidaD  answered,  "  It  was  on  8t  Bridget's  mora,  and 
twelve  harweu  before  this  time,  that  the  fishermen  of  Campeie 
in  Cbeir  nel4  neither  frilse  nor  salmon,  but  an  infant  half 
who  bath  since  lived  m  misery,  and  must  die.  unless  she 
r  aided."  And  the  Lady  answered.  "BleMed  be  Saint 
and  h«r  mora,  fortliese  are  the  dark  eyes  and  the  fiU- 
of  my  slain  lord ;  and  thine  shall  be  Uie  inheritance  of 
kia  widow."  And  she  called  for  her  waiting  attendants,  and 
iha  bade  ttMm  clothe  that  maiden  in  silk,  and  in  samite ;  and 
pearls  which  they  wove  among  her  black  tresses,  were 
'  ^  thaa  tbe  fhicen  hail-drope. 

t  MUk-pails. 
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hun  was  waiting  in  Tieadines^  and  that  all  was  pre- 
pared for  his  return  to  Inverary.  Sir  Dimcan  Camp- 
bell rose  up  verv  indignantly ;  the  afiront  which  tl^ 
message  implied  immediately  driving  out  of  his  recol- 
lection the  sensibility  which  had  been  awakened  by 
the  music. 

"  I  little  expected  this,"  he  said,  looking  indignantly 
at  Ansus  M'Aulay.  "  I  little  thought  that  there  was 
a  Chief  in  the  West  Highlands,  who.  at  the  pleasure 
of  a  Sajton,  would  have  bid  the  Knight  of  Aidenvohr 
leave  his  castle,  when  the  sun  was  declining  from  the 
meridian,  and  ere  the  second  cup  had  been  filled.  But 
farewell,  sir.  the  food  of  a  churl  does  not  satisfy  the 
appetite ;  when  I  next  re- visit  Damlinvarach,  it  shall 
be  with  a  naked  sword  in  one  hand,  and  a  fire-brand 
in  the  other." 

"And  if  you  so  come,*'  said  Angus,  "  I  pledge  myself 
to  meet  you  fairly,  though  you  brought  five  Hundred 
Campbells  at  yoiu*  back,  and  to  afford  you  and  them 
such  entertainment,  that  you  shall  not  again  complain 
of  the  hospitality  or  Danuinvarach." 

"Threatened  men,"  said  Sir  Duncan,  "live  long. 
Your  turn  for  gasconadii^.  Laird  of  M'Aulay,  is  too 
well  known,  that  men  of  honour  should  regard  your 
vaunts.  To  you,  my  lord,  and  to  Allan,  who  nave 
supplied  the  place  of  my  churlish  host.  I  leave  mv 
thanks.— And  to  you,  pretty  mistress,"  he  said,  ad- 
dressmg  Annot  Lyle,  ^*  this  Uttle  token,  for  having 
opened  a  fbimtain  which  hath  been  dry  for  many  a 
year."  So  saying,  he  left  the  apartment,  and  com- 
manded his  attendants  to  be  simimoned.  Angus 
M'Aulay,  ,eaually  embarrassed  and  incensed  at  the 
charge  of  inhospitahty,  which  was  the  greatest  possi- 
ble affront  to  a  Highlander,  did  not  follow  Sir  Duncan 
to  the  court-yard,  where,  mounting  his  palfrey,  which 
was  in  readiness,  followed  by  six  rootmted  attendants, 
and  accompanied  by  the  noble  Captain  Dalgetty,  who 
had  also  awaited  him,  holding  Oustavus  ready  for  ac- 
tion, though  he  did  not  draw  nis  girths  and  moimt  till 
Sir  Duncan  appeared,  the  whole  cavalcade  16ft  the 
castle. 

The  journey  was  lon|B;  and  toilsome,  but  without 
anv  of  the  extreme  privations  which  the  Laird  of 
M  Aulay  had  prophesied.  In  truth,  Sir  Duncan  was 
very  cautious  to  avoid  those  nearer  and  more  secret 
paths,  by  means  of  which  the  county  of  Argyle  was 
accessible  fit>m  the  westward;  for  nis  relation  and 
chief  the  Marquis  was  used  to  boast,  that  he  would 
not  tor  a  himdred  thousand  crowns  any  mortal  should 
know  the  passes  by  which  an  armed  force  could  pene- 
trate into  his  country. 

Sir  Dimcan  Campbell,  therefore,  rather  shunned 
the  Highlands,  and  falling  into  the  Low-country, 
made  for  the  nearest  seaport  in  the  vicinity,  where  he 
had  several  half-decked  galleys,  or  birlin^  as  they 
were  called,  at  his  command.  In  one  or  these  they 
embarked,  with  Gustavus  in  company,  who  was  so 
seasoned  to  adventure,  that  land  and  sea  seemed  as 
indifferent  to  him  as  to  his  master. 

The  wind  being  fiivourable,  they  pin*sued  theu'  way 
rapidly  with  sails  and  oars;  and  early  the  next  morn- 
ing it  was  annotmced  to  Cfaptain  Dalgetty,  then  in  a 
small  cabin  beneath  thehalfdeck,  that  the  galley  was 
under  the  walls  of  Sir  Duncan  Campbell's  castle. 

Ardenvohr,  accordingly,  rose  high  above  him,  when 
he  came  upon  the  deck  or  the  galley.  It  was  a  gloomy 
square  tower,  of  considerable  size  and  great  neight, 
situated  upon  a  headland  projecting  into  the  salt-water 
lake,  or  arm  of  the  sea,  which  they  had  entered  on 
the  preceding  evenmg.  A  wall,  with  flanking  towers 
at  each  angles  surrounded  the  castle  to  landward ;  but, 
towards  the  lake,  it  was  built  so  near  the  brink  of  the 
precipice  as  only  to  leave  room  for  a  battery  of  seven 
guns,  designed  to  protect  the  fortress  from  any  insult 
from  that  side,  although  situated  too  high  to  be  of 
any  effectual  use  according  to  the  modem  sjrstem  of 
warfare. 

The  eastern  sun,  rising  behind  the  old  tower,  flung 
its  shadow  far  on  the  lake,  darkening  the  deck  of  the 
^ley,  on  which  Captam  Dalgetty  now  walked,  wait- 
ing with  some  impatience  the  signal  to  land.  Sir 
Duncan  Campbdl,  as  he  was  informed  by  his  attend- 
ants, was  already  within  the  walls  of  the  castle ;  but 
no  one  encouraged  the  Captain's  proposal  of  following 
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him  afihore,  until,  as  they  stated,  thev  should  receive 
the  direct  permission  or  order  of  the  Knight  of  Arden- 
vohr.  ,     .        •    ,  .     , 

In  a  short  time  afterwards  the  mandate  arrived, 
while  a  boat,  with  a  piper  in  the  bow,  bearing  the 
Knight  of  Araenvohr's  crest  in  silver  upon  his  left  arm, 
and  playing  with  all  his  might  the  family  march,  en- 
titled, "  The  Campbells  are  coming,"  approached  to 
conduct  the  envoy  of  Montrose  to  the  castle  of  Ar- 
denvohr.  The  distance  between  the  galley  and  the 
beach  was  so  short  as  scarce  to  require  the  assistance 
of  the  eight  sturdy  rowers,  in  bonnets,  short  coats, 
and  trews,  whose  efforts  sent  the  boat  to  the  Uttle 
creek  in  which  they  usuall  v  landed^  before  one  could 
have  conceived  that  it  had  left  the  side  of  the  birling. 
Two  of  the  boatmen,  in  spite  of  Dalgetty's  resistance, 
horsed  the  Captain  on  the  back  of  a  third  Highlander, 
and,  wading  through  the  surf  with  him,  landed  him 
high  and  d^  upon  the  beach  beneath  the  castle  rock. 
In  the  face  of  this  rock  there  appeared  something  like 
the  entrance  of  a  low-browed  cavern,  towards  which 
the  assistants  were  preparing  to  huny  our  friend  Dal- 
getty,  when,  shaking  himself  loose  from  them  with 
some  difficulty,  he  insisted  upon  seeing  Gustavus  safe- 
ly landed  before  he  proceeded  one  step  further.  The 
Highlanders  ccnild  not  comprehend  what  he  meant, 
unHl  one  who  had  picked  up  a  Uttle  English,  or  rather 
Lowland  Scotch,  exclaimed,  "HoutsT  it's  a'  about 
her  horse,  ta  useless  baste."  Further  remonstrance  on 
the  part  of  Captain  Dalgetty  was  interrupted  by  the 
appearance  of  Sir  Duncan  Campbell  hmnself;  from 
the  mouth  of  the  cavern  which  we  have  described,  for 
the  purpose  of  inviting  Captain  Dalgettv  to  accept 
of  the  hospitality  of  Araenvohr,  pledmng  nis  honour, 
at  the  same  time,  that  GKistavus  should  be  treated  as 
became  the  hero  from  whom  he  derived  his  name,  not 
to  mention  the  important  person  to  whom  he  pow  be- 
longed. Notwithstanding  this  satisfactory  guaran- 
tee, Captain  Dalgetty  would  still  have  hesitated,  such 
was  his  anxiety  to  witness  the  fate  of  his  companion 
GKistavus,  had  not  two  Hixhianders  seized  him  by 
the  arms,  two  more  pushed  him  on  behind,  while  a 
fifth  exclaimed,  "  Hout  awa  wi'  the  daft  Sassenach ! 
does  she  no  hear  the  Laird  bidding  her  up  to  her  ain 
castle,  wi*  her  special  voice,  and  isna  that  very  mickle 
honour  for  the  like  o'  her*?" 

Thus  impelled.  Captain  Dalgetty  could  only  for  a 
short  space  keep  a  reverted  eye  towards  the  galley  in 
which  ne  had  left  the  parmer  of  his  military  toils.  In 
a  few  minutes  afterwards  he  found  himself  involved 
in  the  total  darkness  of  a  staircase  which,  entering 
from  the  low-browed  cavern  we  have  mentioned, 
winded  tipwards  through  the  entrails  of  the  living 
rock. 

"The  cursed  Highland  salvages!"  muttered  the 
Captain,  half  aloud;  "what  is  to  become  of  me,  if 
Gustavus,  the  namesake  of  the  invincible  Lion  of  the 
Protestant  League,  should  be  lamed  among  their  un- 
tentyhands  1" 

"  Have  no  fear  of  that. "  said  the  voice  of  Sir  Dun- 
can, who  was  nearer  to  him  than  he  imagined;  " my 
men  are  accustomed  to  handle  horses,  both  in  embark- 
ing and  dressing  them,  and  you  will  soon  see  Gusta- 
vus as  safe  as  when  you  last  dismounted  from  his 
back." 

Captam  Dalgetty  knew  the  world  too  well  to  offer 
any  further  remonstrance,  whatever  uneasiness  he 
might  suppress  within  his  own  bosom.  A  step  or 
two  higher  up  the  stair  showed  light  and  a  door,  and 
an  iron-grated  wicket  led  him  out  upon  a  gallery  cut 
in  the  open  face  of  the  rock,  extending  a  space  of 
about  six  or  eight  yards,  untu  he  reached  a  second 
door,  where  the  patn  re-entered  the  rock,  and  which 
was  also  defended  by  an  iron  portcullis.  "An  admi- 
rable traverse/'  observed  the  Captain ;  "  and  if  com- 
manded by  a  field-piece,  or  even  a  few  muskets,  quite 
sufficient  to  ensure  the  place  against  a  storming  par- 
ty." 

Sir  Duncan  Campbell  made  no  answer  at  the  time : 
but,  the  moment  afterwards,  when  they  had  entered 
the  second  cavern,  he  struck  with  the  stick  which  he 
had  in  his  hand,  first  on  the  one  side,  and  then  on  the 
other  of  the  wicket,  and  the  sullen  rin^;ing  sound 
which  retted  to  the  blows,  made  Captam  Dalgetty 


sensible  that  there  was  a  gun  placed  on  each  side,  for 
the  purpose  of  raking  the  gallery  through  which  thev 
had  pa»Bed,  although  the  embrasures,  through  which 
they  might  be  fired  on  occasion,  were  masked  on  the 
outside  with  sods  and  loose  stones.    Having  ascend- 
ed the  second  staircase,  they  found  themselves  again 
on  an  open  platform  and  gallery,  exposed  to  a  fire 
both  of  musketry  and  wall-guns,  i£  being  come  with 
hostile  intent,  they  had  ventured  further.    A  third 
flight  of  steps,  cut  in  the  rock  like  the  former,  but  not 
cavemed  over,  led  them  finally  into  the  battery  at  the 
foot  of  the  .tower.    This  last  stair  also  was  narrow 
and  steep,  and,  not  to  mention  the  fire  which  might 
be  directed  on  it  firom  above,  one  or  two  resolute  men, 
with  pikes  and  battle-axes,  could  have  made  the  pass 
good  against  hundreds ;  for  the  staircase  would  not 
admit  two  persons  abreast,  and  was  not  secured  by 
any  sort  of  balustrade,  or  raiUng,  from  the  sheer  and 
abrupt  precipice,  on  the  foot  of  which  the  tide  now 
rolled  with  a  voice  of  thunder.    So  that,  under  the 
jealous  precautions  used  to  secure  this  ancient  Celtic 
fortress,  a  person  of  weak  nerves,  and  a  brain  Uable 
to  become  dizzy,  might  have  found  it  something  dif- 
ficult to  have  achieved  the  entrance  to  the  castle,  even 
supposing  no  resistance  had  been  oflered. 

Captain  Dalgetty,  too  old  a  soldier  to  feel  such  tre- 
mors, had  no  sooner  arrived  in  the  court-yard,  than 
he  protested  to  God  the  defences  of  Sir  Duncan's 
castle  reminded  him  more  of  the  notable  fortress  of 
Spandau,  situated  in  the  March  of  Brandenburg,  than 
of  any  place  whilk  it  had  been  his  fortune  to  ddtend  in 
the  course  of  his  travels.  Nevertheless,  he  criticiBecl 
considerably  the  mode  of  placing  the  guns  on  the  bat- 
tery we  have  noticed,  observing,  that  where  cannon 
were  perched,  like  to  scarts  or  sea-gulls,  on  the  top  of 
a  rock,  he  had  ever  observed  that  they  astonished 
more  by  their  noise  than  they  dismayed  by  the  skuth 
or  damage  which  they  occasioned." 

Sir  Duncan,  without  replying,  conducted  the  soldier 
into  the  tower ;  the  defences  of  which  were  a  port- 
cullis and  iron-clenched  oaken  door,  the  thickness  of 
the  wall  beinc  the  space  between  them.    He  had  no 
sooner  arrived  in  a  hall  hung  with  tapestry,  than  the 
Captain  prosecuted  his  military  criticism.    It  was  in- 
deed suspended  by  the  sight  of  an  excellent  breakfast, 
of  which  he  partook  with  mreat  avidity ;  but  no  soon- 
er had  he  secured  this  meal,  than  he  made  the  tour  of 
the  apartment,  examining  the  ground   around  the 
Castle  very  carefully  from  each  window  in  the  room. 
He  then  returned  to  his  chair,  and  throwing  himself 
back  into  it  at  his  l^igth,  stretched  out  one  manly  lee, 
and  tapping  his  jack-boot  with  the  riding-rod  which 
he  carried  m  his  Hand,  after  the  manner  of  a  half-bred 
man  who  afl'ects  ease  in  the  society  of  his  betteret, 
he  deUvered  his  unasked  opinion  as  follows : — "  This 
house  of  yours,  now,  Sir  Duncan,  is  a  venr  pretty  de- 
fensible sort  of  a  tenement,  and  yet  it  is  nudly  such 
as  a  cavaliero  of  honour  would  expect  to  maintain 
his  credit  by  holding  out  for  many  days.    For,  Sir 
Duncan,  if  it  pleases  you  to  notice,  your  house  is 
overcrowed,  and  slighted,  or  commanded,  as  we  mi- 
Utary  men  say,  by  yonder  round  hillock  to  the  land- 
ward, whereon  an  enemy  might  stell  such  a  battery 
of  cannon  as  would  make  ye  glad  to  beat  a  chamade 
within  forty-eight  hours,  unless  it  pleased  the  Lord 
extraordinarily  to  show  mercy." 

"  There  is  no  road,"  replied  Sir  Duncan,  somewhat 
shortly,  "  by  which  cannon  can  be  brought  agninst 
Ardenvohr.  The  swamps  and  morasses  around  my 
house  would  scarce  carry  your  horse  and  yourself^  ex- 
cepting by  such  paths  as  could  be  rendered  impas- 
sable within  a  few  hours." 

"  Sir  Duncan,"  said  the  Captain,  "  it  is  your  plea- 
sure to  suppose  so ;  and  yet  we  martial  men  say,  Uiat 
where  there  is  a  sea-coast  there  is  always  a  naked 
side,  seeing  that  cannon  and  munition,  where  they 
cannot  be  transported  by  land,  may  be  right  easily 
brought  by  sea  near  to  the  place  where  they  are  to  be 
put  in  action.  Neither  is  a  castle,  however  secure  in 
Its  situation,  to  be  accounted  altogether  invincible,  or, 
as  they  say,  impregnable ;  for  I  protest  t'ye,  Sir  £nni- 
can,  that  I  have  known  twenty-five  men,  by  the  men 
surprise  and  audacity  of  the  attack,  win,  at  point  ol 
pike,  as  strong  a  hold  as  this  of  Ardenvohr,  and  pui 
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to  the  swofd,  captivate,  or  hold  to  the  ransom,  the 
defendeni  bong  teo  times  their  own  number." 

Notwitfattanding  Sir  Duncan  Campbell's  know- 
ledge of  the  world  and  his  power  of  concealing  his 
internal  emotion,  he  appeared  piqued  and  hurt  at 
tbeae  reflections,  which  the  Captain  nyule  with  the 
moit  unconKious  g;raTity,  having  merely  selected  the 
aubject  of  conversation  as  one  upon  which  he  thought 
Inmaelf  capable  of  shining,  and,  as  they  say,  of  laying 
down  the  law,  without  exactly  recollecting  that  the 
topic  might  not  be  equally  agreieable  to  his  landlord. 
To  cut  this  matter  short/'  said  Sir  Duncan,  with 
an  eipresaion  of  voice  and  countenance  somewhat 
aji^tated.  "  it  is  unnecessary  for  you  to  tell  me.  Cap- 
tain DaJget^,  that  a  castle  may  be  stormed  if  it  is 
not  ?aJorouBiv  defended,  or  surprised  if  it  is  not  heed- 
Mly  watched.  I  trust  this  poor  house  of  mine  will 
not  be  found  in  any  of  these  predicaments,  should 
sreo  Captain  Dalgetty  himself  choose  to  beleaguer 
it" 

**.Forall  that.  Sir  Duncan,"  answered  the  perse- 
Terinf  commander,  '*  I  would  premonish  you  as  a 
fnaa^  to  trace  out  a  sconce  imon  that  round  hill, 
with  a  0)od  graife,  or  ditch,  whuk  may  be  easily  ac- 
cooqilisbed  %  compeUing  the  labour  of  the  boors  in 
the  vidnitv :  it  bong  the  custom  of  the  valorous  Gus- 
taTua  Adolphus  to  fight  as  much  by  the  spade  and 
^yd,  as  by  swoid.  pike^  and  musket  Also,  I  would 
adirae  you  to  forti^  the  said  sconce,  not  only  by  a 
Mai^  or  grafie,  but  also  by  certain  stackets,  or 
paUes."— (Hoe  Sir  Duncan,  becoming  impatient, 
Kft  the  apartment,  the  Captain  following  him  to  the 
door,  ana  raising  nis  voice  as  he  retreated,  until  he 
was  iiurly  out  of  hearing.);— "  The  whilk  stackets,  or 
pa&sades,  should  be  artificially  framed  with  re-eiiter- 
m  angles  and  loo^oles,  or  crenelles,  for  musketrV) 
waereof  it  shall  anse  that  the  foemen The  High- 
land brute !  the  old  Highland  brute  I  They  are  as 
proud  as  peamcks,  and  as  obstinate  as  tiips— and 
here  he  has  missed  an  opportunity  of  making  his 
house  as  pretty  an  irre^lar  fortification  as  an  inva- 
^  army  ever  broke  their  teeth  upon.— But  I  see," 
m  continued,  looking  down  from  the  window  upon 
the  bottom  of  the  precipice,  "  they  have  got  Gustavus 
nfeaahore— Proper  fellow  1 1  would  know  that  toss 
of  his  head  among  a  whole  squadron.  I  must  go  to 
»«  what  they  are  to  onake  of  him." 

He  ud  no  sooner  reached,  however^  the  court  to  the 
seaward,  and  put  himself  in  the  act  oi  descending  the 
^J^^c«k,  than  two  Highland  sentinels,  advancing 
theff  Lochaber  axes,  gave  him  to  understand  that 
"^  was  a  service  of  danger. 

Diavolo  r*  said  the  soldier,  "  and  I  have  got  no 
paas-word.  I  could  not  speak  a  syllable  of  their  sal- 
^^906  gibberish,  an  it  were  to  save  me  from  the  pro- 
Tost-manhaL'' 

"I  will  be  your  surety,  Captain  Dalgetty,"  said  Sir 
£u)can,  who  had  again  approached  him  without  his 
wtemng  from  whence ;  and  we  will  go  together, 
and  aee  how  your  favourite  charger  is  accommodated. 

He  conducted  him  accordingly  down  the  staircase 
to  Uie  beach,  and  from  thence  dv  a  short  turn  behind 
'«!!?  "*^  which  concealed  the  stables  and  other 
omces  beloTu;mg  to  the  castle.    Captain  Dalgetty  be- 
<^  aenaibte,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  side  of  the 
^^^*0e  to  the  land  was  rendered  totally  inaccesible  by 
ararine,  partly  natural  and  partly  sca^rpod  with  great 
^  and  labour,  so  as  to  be  only  passed  by  a  draw- 
"'^L  ^^  however,  the  Captain  insisted,  notwith- 
atan(^  the  triumphant  air  with  which  Su*  Duncan 
^ted  out  his  defences,  that  u  sconce  should  be  erect- 
ion Drumsnab,  the  round  eminence  to  the  east  of 
tne  <:asu^  in  reiq>ect  the  house  might  be  annoyed  from 
"»«»e  by  burning  bulleU  full  of  fire,  shot  out  of  can- 
w>iL  acconiing  to  the  curious  invention  of  Stephen 
mtbMJL  king  of  Poland,  whereby  that  prince  utterly 
naed  chegreat  Muscovite  city  of  Moscow.    This  in- 
vojtion,  C^tain  Dalgetty  owned;  he  had  not  yet 
witoessed,  but  observed,  ^*  that  it  would  give  him 
psitieolar  delectation  to  witness  the  same  put  to  the 
^oof  against  Ardenvohr,  or  any  other  castle  of  stmi- 
w  strength ;"  observing,  **  that  so  curious  an  experi- 
nwnt  couU  not  but  afiord  the  greatest  delight  to  all 
wmirers  of  the  military  aru" 


Sir  Duncan  Campbdl  diverted  this  conversation 
by  carrying  the  soldier  into  his  stables,  and  suiTering 
him  to  arrange  Gustavus  according  to  his  own  wiU 
and  pleasure.  After  this  duty  had  been  carefully  per- 
formed. Captain  Dalgetty  proposed  to  return  to  the 
castle,  observing,  it  was  his  mtention  to  spend  the 
time  betwixt  this  and  dinner,  which,  he  presumed, 
would  come  upon  the  parade  about  noon,  in  burnish- 
ing his  armour,  which  having  sustained  some  injury 
from  the  sea-air,  might,  he  was  afraid,  seem  discre- 
ditable in  the  eyes  of  M ^Galium  More.  Yet,  while 
they  were  returning  to  the  castle,  he  failed  not  to 
warn  Sir  Duncan  Campbell  against  the  great  injury 
he  might  sustain  by  any  sudden  Qnfall  of  an  enemy, 
whereby  his  horses,  cattle,  and  granaries,  might  be 
cut  off  and  consumed,  to  his  great  prejudice ;  where- 
fore he  again  strongly  conjured  him  to  construct  a 
sconce  upon  the  round  hill  called  Drumsnab,  and  of- 
fered his  own  friendly  services  in  lining  out  the  same. 
To  this  disinterested  advice  Sir  Duncan  only  re- 

J  died  by  ushering  his  guest  to  his  apartment,  and  in- 
brminghim  that  the  tolling  of  the  castle  bell*  would 
make  Eim  aware  when  dinner  was  ready. 
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!■  this  thr  caitto,  Baldwin^  Melucholy 

ims 
Were  I  a  habitant,  to  iee  thJi  rloom 


DiRplajrt  har  cable  banuer  ttom  the  doiuon, 


IRpI 

ark 


Darkenins  the  foam  of  the  whole  vurge  l>eheath. 


Pollute  the  Ace  of  nature,  and  to  hear 

The  oeaaeieM  sound  of  wave,  and  seabird's  aereaiD, 

I'd  wish  me  in  the  hut  that  poorest  peasant 

E'er  framed,  to  rive  him  temporary  shelter.    Bbown. 

The  gallant  Ritt-master  would  willingly  have  em- 
ployed his  leisure  in  studyiiig  the  exterior  of  Sir  Dim- 
can's  castle,  and  verifymg  his  own  mihtary  ideas  upon 
the  nature  of  its  defences.  But  a  stout  sentinel,  who 
moimtod  guard  with  a  Lochaber-axe  at  the  door  of 
his  apartment,  gave  him  to  understand,  bv  very  sig- 
nificant signs,  that  he  was  in  a  sort  of  nonourabk 
captivity. 

It  is  strange,  thought  the  Ritt-master  to  himself 
how  well  these  salvages  imderstand  the  rules  and 
practique  of  war.  Who  would  have  pre-supposed 
their  acquaintance  with  the  maxim  of  the  great  and 
godlike  Gustavus  Adolphus,  that  a  flag  of  truce 
should  be  half  a  messenger  half  a  spy  7— And,  having 
finished  burnishing  his  arms,  he  sate  down  patiently 
to  compute  how  much  half  a  dollar  per  diem  would 
amount  to  at  the  end  of  a  six  months'  campaign ; 
and,  when  he  had  settled  that  problem,  prooeededf  to 
the  more  abstruse  calculations  necessary  for  drawing 
up  a  brigade  of  two  thousand  men  on  the  principle  of 
extracting  the  square  root. 

From  nis  musingsL  he  was  roused  by  the  joyful 
sound  of  the  dinner  bell,  on  which  the  Hi^lander. 
lately  his  guard,  became  his  gentleman-usher,  and 
marshalled  him  to  the  halL  where  a  table  with  four 
covers  bore  ample  proofs  of  Highland  hospitaUty.  Sir 
Duncan  enterea,  conducting  his  lady,  a  tau,  fadedme- 
lancholy  female,  dressed  m  deep  mourning.  They 
were  followed  by  a  Presbyterian  clergyman,  in  his 
Geneva  cloak,  and  wearing  a  black  silk  sktill-cap, 
covering  his  short  hair  so  closely,  that  it  cotild  scarce 
be  seen  at  aU,  so  that  the  unrestneted  ears  had  an  un 
due  predominance  in  the  general  aspect  This  un- 
graceful fashion  was  universal  at  the  time,  and  part- 
ly led  to  the  nicknames  of  roundheads,  prick-eared 
curs,  and  so  forth,  which  the  insolence  of  the  cava- 
liers Uberally  bestowed  on  their  politicid  enemies. 

Sir  Duncan  presented  his  miUtary  gaeat  to  his  lady, 
who  received  his  technical  salutation  with  a  stiff  and 
silent  reverence,  in  whkh  it  could  scarce  be  judged 
whether  pride  or  melancholy  had  the  greater  share. 
The  churchman,  to  whom  he  was  next  presentee], 
eyed  him  with  a  glance  of  mingled  dislike  and  curi- 
osity. 

The  Captain,  well  accustomed  to  worse  looks  from 
more  dangerous  persons,  cared  very  Uttle  either  for 
those  of  the  lady  or  the  divine,  but  bent  his  whole  soul 
upon  assaidting  a  huge  piece  of  bee^  which  smoked  at 
the  nether  endof  the  table.  But  the  onslaught,  as  he 
would  have  termed  it,  was  delayed,  imti]  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  very  long  grace,  betwixt  every  section  of 
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which  D^getty  handled  his  knife  and  fork,  aa  he 
mi^t  have  done  his  musket  or  pike  when  ^oing  upon 
action,  and  as  often  resigned  them  unwilluigly  when 
the  proUx  chaplam  commenced  another  clause  of  his 
benediction.  Sir  Duncan  listened  with  decency, 
though  he  was  supposed  rather  to  have  joined  the 
Covenanters  out  of  devotion  to  his  chief)  than  real 
respect  for  the  cause  either  of  liberty  or  of  Presbyte- 
ry. His  ladv  alone  attended  to  the  blessing,  with 
symptoms  of^deep  acquiescence. 

The  meal  was  performed  almost  in  Carthusian 
olence :  for  it  was  none  of  Captain  Dalgctty's  habits 
to  employ  his  mouth  in  talking  while  it  could  be 
more  profitably  occupied.  Sir  Duncan  was  abso- 
lutely silent,  and  the  lady  and  churchman  only  occa- 
sionally exchanged  a  few  words,  spoken  low,  and 
indistinctly. 

But,  when  the  dishes  were  removed,  and  their 
place  supplied  by  liquors  of  various  sorts,  Captain 
Dalgetty  no  longer  nad,  himself,  the  same  weighty 
reasons  for  silence,  and  began  to  tire  of  that  of  the 
rest  oi  the  company.  He  commenced  a  new  attack 
upon  his  landlord,  upon  the  former  ground. 

"  Touching  that  round  monticle,  or  hill,  or  emi- 
nence, termed  Drumsnab,  I  would  be  proud  to  hold 
«ome  dialogue  with  you.  Sir  Duncan,  on  the  native 
of  the  sconce  to  be  there  constructed ;  and  whether 
the  angles  thereof  should  be  acute  or  obtuse— unent 
whilk  I  have  heard  the  great  Velt-Mareschal  Rannier 
hold  a  learned  argument  with  General  Tiefenbach 
during  a  still-stand  of  arms." 

"Captain  Dalgetty/'  answered  Sir  Duncan  very 
dryly,  it  is  not  our  Highland  usage  to  debate  mili- 
tary points  with  strangers.  This  castle  is  like  to  hold 
out  against  a  stronger  enemy  than  any  force  which 
the  unfortunate  gentlemen  we  left  at  Damlinvarach 
are  able  to  bring  against  it." 

A  deeo  sigh  from  the  lady  accompanied  the  conclu- 
sion 0^  ner  husband's  speech,  which  seemed  to  re- 
mind her  of  some  painful  circumstance. 
•  "  He  who  gave,"  said  the  clergyman,  addressing 
her  in  a  solemn  tone,  "  hath  taken  away.  May  you, 
honourable  lady,  be  long  enabled  to  say.  Blessed  be 
his  name !" 

To  this  exhortation,  which  seemed  intended  for  her 
sole  behoof,  the  lady  answered  by  an  inclination  of 
her  head,  more  humble  than  Captain  Dalgetty  had 
yet  observed  her  make.  Supposmg  he  should  now 
find  her  in  a  more  conversible  humour,  he  proceeded 
to  accost  her. 

"  It  is  indubitably  very  natural  that  vour  ladyship 
should  be  downcast  at  the  mention  of  military  pre- 
parations, whilk  I  have  observed  to  spread  perturba- 
tion among  women  of  all  nations^  and  almost  all 
conditions.  Nevertheless,  Penthesilea,  in  ancient 
times,  and  also  Joan  of  Arc,  and  others,  were  of  a 
different  kidney. ,  And,  as  I  have  learned  while  I 
served  the  Spaniard,  the  Duke  of  Alva  in  former 
times  had  the  leaguer-lasses  who  followed  his  camp 
marshalled  into  tertias^  (whilk  we  call  regiments,) 
and  officered  and  commanded  by  those  of  tneir  own 
feminine  gender,  and  regulated  by  a  commander-in- 
chie^  called  in  German  Hureweibler,  or,  as  we  would 
say  vernacularly.  Captain  of  the  Queans.  True  it  is, 
they  were  persons  not  to  bo  named  as  paralleled  to 
your  ladyship,  being  such  qiue  quastum  corporibtu 
/aeUbant^  as  we  saia  of  Jean  Drochiels  at  Mareschal- 
CoUoge ;  the^  same  whom  the  French  term  eurtisan- 
nw,  and  we  in  Scottish" 

"The  lady  will  spare  you  the  trouble  of  further  ex- 
position. Captain  Dal^tty,"  said  his  host,  somewhat 
stomly;  to  which  the  clerg3rman  added,  "that  such 
discourse  better  befitted  a  watch-tower  guarded  by 
profane  soldiery  than  the  board  of  an  honourable 
person,  and  the  presence  of  a  lady  of  quality." 

"  Craving  your  pardon.  Dominie,  or  Doctor,  mU 
quoeunaue  aiio  Tiamine  gautUs.  for  I  would  nave 
you  to  Know  I  have  studied  polite  letters,"  said  the 
unabashed  envoy,  filling  a  great  cup  of  wme,  "  I  see 
no  ground  for  your  reproojTseeing  I  did  not  speak  of 
those  turpts  perfome,  as  it  their  occupation  or  cha- 
racter was  a  proper  subject  of  conversation  for  this 
lad/s  presence,  but  simply  par  aocidenSf  as  illustra- 
ting the  matter  m  hand,  namely,  their  natiu^l  courage 


and  audacity,  much  enhanced,  doid>UeM.  by  the 
deepente  circumstances  of  their  condition." 

Captain  Dalgetty,"  said  Sir  Duncan  Campbell, 
"  to  break  short  this  discourse,  I  must  acquaint  yoo, 
that  1  have  some  business  to  dispatch  to-n%ht  in 
order  to  enable  me  to  ride  with  you  to-morrow  to- 
wards I  nverary;  and  therefore" 

"To  ride  with  this  person  to-morrow!"  exclaimed 
his  lady ;  "  such  cannot  be  your  purpose.  Sir  Dun- 
can, unless  you  have  forgotten  that  the  morrow  is  a 
sad  anniversary,  and  dedicated  to  as  sad  a  solemnity." 

"I  had  not  forgotten,"  answered  Sir  Duncan; 
**how  is  it  possible  I  can  ever  foreet?  but  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  times  requires  I  should  send  this  officer 
onward  to  Inverarj'i  without  loss  of  tima" 

"  Yet,  surely,  not  that  you  ^cmld  acoompany  him 
in  person  ?"  mquired  the  lady. 

'^It  were  better  I  did,"  said  Sir  Duncan;  "yet  I 
can  write  to  the  Marquis,  and  foUow  on  the  mbte- 
auent  day.— Captain  Dalgetty,  I  will  dispatch  a  letter 
for  you,  explaining  to  the  Marquis  of  Argyle  your 
character  and  commission,  with  which  you  wfll  please 
to  prepare  to  travel  to  Inverary  early  to-nsrrow 
morning." 

"Sir  Duncan  Campbell,"  said  Dalgetty,  "I  am 
doubtless  at  your  discretionary  diBposaJ  in  this  mat- 
ter }  not  the  less,  I  pray  you  to  remember  the  blot 
which  will  fall  upon  your  own  escutcheon,  if  you  do 
in  any  way  suffer  me,  being  a  commissionate  flag  of 
truce,  to  be  circumvented  in  this  matter,  wbeuier 
cJarriy  tn,  telvrecario  ;  I  do  not  say  by  your  assent  to 
any  wrong  done  to  me,  but  even  through  absence  of 
any  due  care  on  vour  part  to  prevent  the  same." 

You  are  under  the  safeguard  of  m v  honour,  sr," 
answered  Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  "  ana  that  is  more 
than  a  sufficient  security.  And  now,"  continued  he, 
rising,  "  I  must  set  the  example  of  retiring.'* 

Dalgetty  saw  himself  under  the  necessity  of  follow- 
ing the  hint,  though  the  hour  was  early ;  but,  lOce  a 
skimd  general,  he  availed  himself  of  every  instant  of 
delay  which  circumstances  permitted.  "  Trusting  to 
your  honourable  parole,"  said  he,  filling  his  cup,  "I 
drink  to  you,  Sir  Duncan,  and  to  the  continuance  of 
your  honourable  house."  A  sigh  from  Sir  Duncan 
was  the  only  reply.—"  Also,  madam,"  said  the  soldicf. 
replenishing  the  quaigh  with  all  possible  diapatdi, 
"  I  drink  to  your  honourable  health,  and  ftilnun^i 
of  all  your  virtuous  desires— and,  reverend  sir,"  (not 
forgettmg  to  fit  the  action  to  the  u'ords,)  "I  nil  this 
cup  to  the  drowning  of  all  unkindness  betwixt  vou 
and  Captain  Dalgetty— I  should  say  Majoi^-am^  in 
respect  the  flagon  contains  but  one  cup  more,  I  diink 
to  the  health  of  all  honourable  cavafiers  and  brare 
soldados— and,  the  flask  being  empty,  I  am  ready, 
Sir  Duncan,  to  attend  your  functionary  or  sen  find  to 
my  place  of  private  repose." 

He  received  a  formal  permission  to  retire,  and  an 
assurance,  that  as  the  wine  seemed  to  be  to  his  ta5t& 
another  measure  of  the  same  vintage  should  attend 
him  presently,  in  order  to  soothe  the  hours  of  his 
solitude. 

No  sooner  had  the  Captain  reached  the  apartment 
than  this  promise  was  fulfilled ;  and,  in  a  snort  time 
afterwards,  the  added  comforts  of  a  pasty  of  ral-deer 
venison  rendered  him  very  tolerant  both  of  ccmfine- 
ment  and  want  of  society.  The  same  domestic,  a 
sort  of  chamberlain,  who  placed  this  good  cheer  in 
his  apartment,  delivered  to  Dalgetty  a  packet,  sealed 
and  tied  up  with  a  silken  thread,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  time,  addressed  with  many  forms  of 
respect  to  the  High  and  Mighty  Prince,  Archibaki, 
Marquis  of  Argyle^  Lord  of  Lome,  and  so  forth.  IV 
chamberlain  at  the  same  time  apprized  the  Riu- 
master,  that  he  must  take  horse,  at  an  early  hour  for 
Inverary,  where  the  packet  of  Sir  Duncan  woold  be 
at  once  his  introduction  and  his  passport  Not  for- 
getting that  it  y^ws  his  object  to  collect  informatioB 
as  well  as  to  act  as  an  envoy,  and  desirous,  for  his 
own  sake,  to  ascertain  Sir  Dtmcan's  reasons  for 
sending  him  onward  without  his  personal  attendance, 
the  Ritt-master  inquired  of  the  d,omestkr,  with  all  the 
precaution  that  his  experience  suggested,  what  weie 
the  reasons  which  detained  Sir  Duncan  at  home  on 
the  succeeding  day.    The  man,  who  was  from  the 
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that  it  vras  the  habit  of  Sir 


Lowlands,  railed, 

Duncan  and  nis  lady  to  observe  aa  a  day  of  solemn 
hst  and  homihation  the  anniversary  on  which  their 
castle  had  been  oiken  bv  surprise,  and  their  children, 
to  the  number  of  four,  destroyed  cruelly  by  a  band  of 
Highland  freebooters  during  Sir  Duncan's  absence 
tqxui  an  expedition  which  the  Marmiis  of  Argyle  had 
undertake]  against  the  Macleans  or  the  Isle  oTMull." 

**1Yuly,"  sSd  the  soldier,  "your  lord  and  lady  have 
some  cause  for  fast  and  humiliation.  Nevertheless, 
I  wiD  venture  to  pronounce,  that  if  he  had  taken  *he 
advice  of  any  experienced  soldier,  having  skill  in  the 
practiques  ox  defending  places  of  advantage,  he  would 
hsve  bmlt  a  sconce  upon  the  small  hillwhich  is  to 
the  left  of  the  draw-brie?.  And  this  I  can  easily 
prove  to  you,  mine  honest  friend ;  for,  holding  that 
pwty  to  be  the  castle^What's  your  name,  friend'?" 

"Lorimes',  dr,"  replied  the  man. 

"  Here  is  to  yaui  nealth,  honest  Lorimer.— I  soy, 
Lorimo^— holdmg  that  nasty  to  be  the  main  body  or 
citadel  of  the  place  to  oe  defended,  and  taking  the 
nmrow-bone  for  the  sconce  to  be  erected"-; 

"I  am  sorry,  sir,"  said  Lorimer,  interrupting  him, 
''that  I  cannot  stay  to  hear  the  rest  of  your  demon- 
stration;  but  the  bell  will  presently  ring.  As  worthy 
Mr.  Graneangowl,  the  Marquis's  own  chaplain,  does 
fmij  worship,  and  only  seven  of  our  household  out 
of  axty  persons  understand  the  Scottish  tongue,  it 
wQold  misbecome  any  one  of  them  to  be  absenk  and 
maily  prejudice  me  in  the  opinion  of  my  lady. 
There  are  pipes  and  tobacco^  sir,  if  you  please  to 
diink  a  whin  of  smoke,  and  i£  you  want  any  thing 
else,  it  shall  be  forthcoming  two  hours  hence,  when 
prtfers  are  over."   So  saying,  he  left  the  apartment. 

lio  sooner  was  he  gone^  than  the  heavy  toll  of  the 
cistle-bell  summoned  its  inhabitants  together ;  and 
WM  aoawered  by  the  shrill  clamour  of  the  females, 
mixed  with  the  deeper  tones  of  the  men,  as^  talking 
Earte  at  the  top  oi  their  throats,  they  burned  from 
difiereat  quarters  by  a  long  but  narrow  gallery, 
which  served  as  a  commumcation  to  many  rooms, 
and,  among  others,  to  that  in  which  Captain  Dal- 
petty  was  stationeo.  There  they  go  as  if  they  were 
beatmg  to  the  roll-call,  thought  the  soldier  to  him- 
self; S  they  all  attend  the  parade,  I  will  look  out, 
take  a  mouthfiil  of  fresh  air^  and  make  mine  own  ob- 
aervatioTis  on  the  practicabuitios  of  this  place. 

Accordingly,  when  all  was  quiet,  he  opened  his 
chamber-door,  and  prepared  to  leave  it,  when,  he  saw 
his  friend  with  the  axe  advancing  towards  him  from 
the  distant  end  of  the  gallery,  half  whistling,  half 
humming^  s  Gaelic  tune.  To  have  shown  any  want 
of  cooikiMice.  would  have  been  at  once  impolitic,  and 
unbecoming  nis  military  character;  so  the  Captain, 
patting  the  best  dace  upon  his  situation  he  could, 
whiatted  a  Swedish  retreat,  in  a  tone  still  louder 
than  the  notes  of  his  sentinel;  and  retreating  pace 
by  pace,  with  an  air  of  indifierence,  as  if  his  only 
purpose  had  been  to  breathe  ahttle  fresh  air,  he  shut 
th^  door  in  the  face  of  his  guard,  when  the  fellow 
bad  approached  within  a  few  paces  of  him. 

It  is  very  well,  thought  the  Ritt-master  to  himself; 
He  tenuis  my  parole  by  putting  guards  upon  me,  for, 
ts  we  used  to  say  at  Mareschal-College,  JUUs  ttjfidu- 
cia  mni  rdoHva  ;*  and  if  he  does  not  trust  my  word, 
I  do  not  see  how  I  am  bound  to  keep  it,  if  any  motive 
•bonkl  occur  for  my  desiring  to  depart  from  it.  Surely 
the  moral  obligation  of  the  parole  is  relaxed,  in  as  far 
as  physical  force  is  substituted  instead  thereofl 


*  TIm  milHayy  tarn  oT  the  time*  acrMd  upon  dependeneiM  of 


to  r>  beywod  the  walli  of  kali  without  libertj.  "  He  brought 
■e  tiM  nonce  hiiniinf,— I  told  hhn  I  wm  readr  to  do  lo,  pro- 
Tided  he  lOBOved  hi*  gnarda  (hnn  me,  for  Jides  ttJUneta  $itiu 
matn ;  and,  if  he  took  my  word  for  mj  fldehtj.  he  waa 
•bUfed  to  traat  it,  otherwiae,  it  was  needleaa  for  him  to  neelc  it, 
aed  iD  vmia  for  od  to  givB  it :  &od  therefore  I  beaeeehed  him 
ertker  to  gi*e  tntat  to  my  word,  which  I  would  not  break,  or 
kia  own  ffuardg,  who  I  tuppoeed  would  not  deceive  him.  In 
flia  oaamier  I  dealt  with  him,  because  I  knew  him  to  be  a  acho- 
ImJ^'-TvrineT's  Utwtotrs^  p.  tO.  The  English  offloer  allowed 
flat  stieRCtli  of  the  reasoomg ;  but  that  concise  reosooer.  Croon* 
wtff  eooo  put  an  end  to  the  dilemma :  "  Sir  Jamsa  Tuner 
■■I  fiva  tua  Vtnk,  or  be  laid  in  ifooa." 


Thus  comforting  himself  in  the  metaphymcal  im- 
munities which  he  deduced  from  the  vigilance  of  his 
sentinel,  Bitt-master  Dalgetty  retired  to  his  apart- 
ment,  where,  amid  the  theoretical  calculations  or  tac- 
tics, and  the  occasional  more  practical  attacks  on  the 
flask  and  pasty,  he  consumed  the  evening  until  it  was 
time  to  go  to  repose.  He  was  summoned  by  Lorimer 
at  break  of  day,  who  gave  him  to  understand,  that 
when  he  had  broken  his  fast,  for  which  he  produced 
ample  materials,  his  guide  and  horse  were  in  attend- 
ance for  his  journey  to  Inverary.  After  complying 
with  the  hospitable  hint  of  the  chamberlain,  the 
soldier  proceeded  to  take  horse.  In  passing  through 
the  apartments,  he  observed  that  domestics  were 
busily  employed  in  hanging  the  great  hall  with  black 
cloth,  a  ceremony  which,  he  said,  he  had  seen  prac- 
tised when  the  immortal  Gustavus  Adpiphus  lay  in 
state  in  the  Castle  of  Wolgast,  and  which,  theretore, 
he  opined,  was  a  testimonial  of  tho  strictest  and  deep* 
est  mourning. 

When  Dalgetty  mounted  his  steed,  he  found  him- 
self attended,  or  perhaps  guarded,  by  five  or  «x  Camp- 
bells, well  armed,  commanded  bv  one,  who,  from  tne 
target  at  his  shoulder,  and  the  snort  cock's  feather  in 
his  bonnet,  as  well  as  from  the  state  which  he  took 
upon  himself!  claimed  the  radk  of  a  Dunniewassel, 
or  clansman  of  superior  rank ;  and  indeed,  frt>m  his 
dignitv  of  deportment,  could  not  stand  in  a  more  dis- 
tant degree  of  relationship  to  Sir  Duncan,  than  that 
of  tenth  or  twelfth  cousin  at  farthest.  But  it  was  im- 
possible to  extract  positive  information  on  this  or  any 
other  subject,  inasmuch  as  neither  this  commander, 
nor  any  of  his  party,  spoke  English.  The  Captain 
rode,  and  his  military  attendants  walked ;  but  such 
was  their  acdvity,  and  so  numerous  the  impediments 
which  the  nature  of  the  road  presented  to  the  eques- 
trian mode  of  travelling,  that  far  from  being  retarded 
by  the  slowness  of  their  pace,  his  difficulty  was  rather 
in  keeping  up  with  his  guides.  He  observed  that  they 
occasionally  watched  mm  with  a  sharp  eye,  as  if  they 
were  jealous  {^  some  eflbrt  to  escape;  and  once,  as 
he  hniseTed  behind  at  crossing  a  brook,  one  of  the  ^- 
hes  b^an  to  blow  the  match  of  his  piece,  gjving  nim 
to  understand  that  he  would  run  some  risk  in  case  of 
an  attempt  to  part  company.  Dalgetty  did  not  augur 
much  good  from  the  close  watch  thus  maintained 
upon  his  person ;  but  there  was  no  rejmedy,  for  an  at- 
tempt to  escape  from  his  attendants  in  an  imperious 
and  unknown  country,  would  have  been  little  short 
of  insanity.  He  therefore  plodded  patiently  on  through 
a  waste  and  savage  wilderness,  treading  paths  which 
were  only  known  to  the  shepherds  and  cattle-drivers, 
and  passmg  with  much  more  of  discomfort  than  satis- 
faction many  of  those  sublime  combinations  of  moun- 
tainous scenery  which  now  draw  visiters  from  every 
corner  of  England^  to  feast  their  eyes  upon  Highland 
grandeur,  and  mortify  their  palates  upon  Highland  fare. 

At  length  they  arrived  on  the  southern  verse  of  that 
noble  laxe  upon  which  Inverary  is  situated;  and  a 
bugle,  which  the  Dunniewassel  winded  till  rock  and 
greenwood  rang,  served  as  a  signal  to  a  well-maimea 
galley,  which,  starting  from  a  creek  where  it  lay  con- 
cealed, received  the  party  on  board,  including  uusta- 
vus;  which  sagadotis  quadruped,  an  exj^erienced  tra- 
veller both  by  water  and  land,  walked  in  and  out  of 
the  boat  with  the  discretion  of  a  Christian. 

Embarked  on  the  bosom  of  Loch  Fine,  Captain  Dal- 
getty might  have  admired  one  of  the  grandest  scenes 
which  nature  affords  He  might  have  noticed  the 
rival  rivers  Aray  and  Shiray,  which  pay  tribute  to  the 
lake,  each  issumg  from  its  own  dark  and  wooded  re- 
treat He  might  have  marked,  on  the  soft  and  gentle 
slope  that  ascends  from  the  shores,  the  noble  old 
Gothic  castle,  with  its  varied  outline,  embattled  walls, 
towers,  and  outer  and  inner  courts,  which,  so  ftEU*  as 
the  picturesque  is  concerned,  presented  an^  aspect 
much  more  striking  than  the  present  massive  and 
uniform  mansion.  He  might  have  admired  those 
dark  woods  which  for  many  a  mile  surrounded  this 
strong  and  princely  dwelling,  and  his  eye, might  have 
dwelt  on  the  picturesque  peak  of  Duniquoich,  starting 
abruptly  fit)m  the  lake,  and  raising  its  scathed  brow 
into  the  mists  of  middle  sky,  while  a  solitary  watch** 
tower,  pa:ched  on  it«  top  like  an  eagle's  neft,  gave 
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ity  to  the  scene  by  awakening  a  sense  of  pos- 
sible aaneer.  All  these,  and  every  other  accompani- 
ment of  mis  noble  scene.  Captain  Dalgetty  might 
have  marked,  if  he  had  been  so  minded.  But,  to 
confess  the  truth,  the  gallant  Captain,  who  had  eaten 
nothing  since  daybreak,  was  chiefly  interested  by 
the  smoke  which  ascended  from  the  castle  chimneys, 
and  the  expectations  which  this  seemed  to  warrant 
of  his  encountering  an  abundant  stock  of  provant, 
as  he  was  wont  to  call  supplies  of  this  nature. 

The  boat  soon  approached  the  ru^ed  pier,  which 
abutted  into  the  locn  from  the  little  town  of  Invera- 
ry,  then  a  rude  assemblage  of  huts^  with  a  very  few 
stone  mansions  interspersed,  stretchm^ upwards  from 
the  banks  of  Loch  Fme  to  the  principal  g^ate  of  the 
castle,  before  which  a  scene  presented  itself  that 
might  easily  have  quelled  a  less  stout  heart,  and  turned 
a  more  delicate  stomach,  than  those  of  Ritt-master 
Dugald  Dalgetty,  titular  of  Drumthwack«c 


CHAPTER    XII. 

For  close  deiinu  and  crooked  counscli,  fit, 
Bagacioua,  bold,  and  turbulent  of  wit, 
RevtleM,  unfiz'd  in  principle  and  place. 
In  power  unpleuaed,  impatient  in  diMraee. 

AbmloM  and  AchitopkeL 

THfrvillace  of  Inverary,  now  a  neat  country  town, 
then  partook  of  the  rudeness  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury^ m  the  miserable  ai^earance  of  the  houses,  and 
the  irregularity  of  the  unpaved  street.  But  a  strong- 
er and  more  terrible  characteristic  of  the  period  ap- 
peared in  the  market-place,  which  was  a  space  of 
irregular  width,  halfway  betwixt  the  harbour  or  pier, 
anathe  frowning  castle-gate,  which  terminated  with 
its  gloomy  archway,  portcullis,  and  flankers,  the  up- 
per end  ot  the  vista.  Midway  this  roace  was  erected 
a  rude  gibbet,  on  which  hung  five  dead  bodies,  two 
of  which  from  their  dress  seemed  to  have  been  Low- 
landers,  and  the  other  three  corpses  were  muffled  in 
their  Highland  plaids.  Two  or  three  women  sate 
under  the  gallows,  who  seemed  to  be  mourning,  and 
singing  the  coronach  of  the  deceased  in  a  low  voice. 
But  the  spectacle  was  apparently  of  too  ordinary  oc- 
currence to  have  much  interest  for  the  inhabitants  at 
large,  who.  while  they  thronged  to  look  at  the  military 
figure,  the  horse  of  an  unusual  size,  and  the  burnished 
panoply  of  Captain  Dalgetty,  seemed  to  bestow  no 
attention  whatever  on  tne  piteous  spectacle  which 
their  own  market-place  afforded. 

The  envoy  of  Montrose  was  not  quite  so  indifferent ; 
and,  hearing  a  wurd  or  two  of  English  escape  from  a 
Highlander  of  decent  appearance,  he  immediately 
halted  Gustavus  and  addressed  him.  "The  Provost- 
Marshal  has  been  busy  here,  my  friend.  May  I  crave 
of  vou  what  these  delinquents  have  been  juslined  fori" 

tie  looked  towards  the  gibbet  as  he  spoke;  and  the 
Gael,  comprehending  his  meaning  rather  by  his  action 
than  his  words,  immediately  replied,  "  Three  gentle- 
men caterans,— God  sain  them"  (crossing  himself)— 
"  twa  Sassenach  bits  o'  bodies,  that  wadna  do  some- 
thing that  M'Callum  More  bade  them ;"  and  turning 
from  Dalgetty  with  an  air  of  indifference,  away  he 
waUied,  staying  no  further  question. 

Dalgetty  shrugged  his  shoulders  and  proceeded,  for 
Sir  Duncan  Campbell's  tenth  or  twelfth  cousin  had 
already  shown  some  signs  of  impatience. 

At  tne  gate  of  the  castle  another  terrible  spectacle 
of  feudal  power  awaited  him.  Within  a  stockade  or 
palisado,  which  seemed  lately  to  have  been  added  to 
the  defences  of  the  gate,  and  which  was  protected  by 
two  pieces  of  light  artillery,  was  a  small  enclosure, 
where  stood  a  hu^e  block,  on  which  lay  an  axe.  Both 
were  smeared  with  recent  blood,  and  a  quantity  of 
saw-dust  strewed  around,  partly  retained  and  partly 
obliterated  the  marks  of  a  very  late  execution. 

As  Dalgetty  looked  on  this  new  object  of  terror,  his 
principal  guide  suddenly  twitched  him  by  the  skirt  of 
nis  ierkin,  and  having  thus  attracted  his  attention, 
winked  and  pointed  with  his  finger  to  a  pole  fixed  on 
the  stockade,  which  supported  a  human  head,  being 
that,  doubtl^  of  the  late  sufferer.  There  was  a  leer 
OD  the  Highlander's  face,  as  he  pointed  to  this  ghastly 


spectacle,  which  seemed  to  his  fellow-iraveller  omi- 
nous of  nothing  good. 

Dalgetty  dismounted  from  his  horse  at  the  gateway, 
and  Gustavus  was  taken  from  him  without  bis  beii^ 
permitted  to  attend  him  to  the  stable,  according  to  his 
custom. 

This  gave  the  soldier  a  pangwhich  the  apparatus 
of  death  had  not  conveyed.— 'HPoor  Gustavus!"  eaid 
he  to  himself,  "  if  any  tnihg  but  good  happens  to  me, 
I  had  better  have  left  him  at  Darnlinvarach  than 
brought  him  here  among  these  Highland  salvagai, 
who  scarce  know  the  head  of  a  horse  from  his  tail 
But  duty  must  part  a  man  from  his  nearest  and  dear- 
est— 

'  When  the  cannons  are  roaring,  lada,  and  the  eoloon  m 

tlying. 
The  lada  that  seek  honour  must  never  Iter  djrioff ; 
Then  stout  cavaliers,  let  us  toil  our  bravo  trade  m, 
And  fiffht  for  the  Gospel  and  the  bold  kinc  of  Swedes.' " 

Thus  silencing  his  apprehensions  with  the  but-end  of 
a  military  ballad,  he  n>Uowed  his  guide  into  a  aoit  of 
guard-room  fUled  with  armed  Highlanders.  It  was 
intimated  to  him  that  he  must  remain  here  until  his 
arrival  was  commonicatod  to  the  Marquis.  To  make 
this  communication  the  more  intelligible,  the  doughty 
Captain  gave  to  the  Dunniewassel  Sir  Duncmn  Cainp- 
belrs  packet  desiring,  aa  well  as  he  could,  by  signs, 
that  it  should  be  delivered  into  the  Marquis's  own 
hand.    His  gaide  nodded,  and  withdrew. 

The  Captam  was  left  about  half  an  hour  in  this 
place,  to  endure  with  indifference,  or  return  with 
scorn,  the  inquisitive,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
inimical  glances  of  the  armed  Gael,  to  wUbra  hii 
exterior  and  equipage  were  as  much  subject  of  curi- 
osity, as  l^is  person  and  country  seemed  matter  ef 
dislike.  All  this  he  bore  with  military  nonchalant^ 
until,  at  the  expiration  of  the  above  period,  a  person 
dressed  in  black  velvet,  and  wearing  a  gold  chain  like 
a  modem  magistrate  of  Edinburgh,  but  who  was,  in 
fact,  steward  of  the  household  to  the  Muquis  of 
Argyle,  entered  the  apartment,  and  invited,  with  so- 
lemn gravity,  the  Captain  to  follow  him  to  his  mat- 
ter's presence. 

The  suite  of  apartments  through  which  he  passed, 
were  filled  with  attendants  or  visiters  of  various  de- 
scriptions, disposed,  perhaps,  with  some  oatentatkm, 
in  order  to  impress  the  envov  of  Montrose  with  in 
idea  of  the  superior  power  and  magnificence  bciong- 
ing  to  the  rival  house  of  Argyle.  One  anteroom  was 
filled  with  lacqueys,  arrayed  m  brown  and  ydlow,  the 
colours  of  the  family,  who,  ranged  in  double  file,  gased 
in  silence  upon  Captain  Dalgetty  as  he  passed  b^wixt 
their  ranks.  Another  was  occupied  by  Highland  gen- 
tlemen and  chiefs  pf  small  branches,  who  were  amu- 
sing themselves  with  chess,  back^mmon,  and  other 
garnes^  which  they  scarce  intermitted  to  eaze  with 
curiosity  upon  the  stranger.  A  third  was  filkd  with 
Lowland  gentlemen  ana  officers,  who  seemed  ateo  in 
attendance;  and.  lastly,  the  presence-chamber  of  the 
Marouis  himselt  showed  him  attended  by  a  levee 
which  marked  his  high  importance. 

This  apartment,  the  folaing  doors  of  which  were 
opened  ror  the  reception  of  Captain  Dalgetty,  was  a 
long  gallery,  decorated  with  tapestry  ana  £amily  por- 
traits, and  having  a  vaulted  ceiling  of  open  wood- 
work, the  extreme  projections  of  the  beains  bei^ 
richly  carved  and  gilded.  The  gallerv  was  lijghted  by 
long  lanoeolated  Gothic  casements,  divided  oy  heavy 
shalts,  and  filled  with  painted  glass,  where  tne  son- 
beams  glimmered  dimly  through  boars^-heads,  and 
galleys,  and  batons,  and  sworos,  armorial  bearings 
of  the  powerful  house  of  Ai^le,  aud  emblems  of  t& 
high  hereditary  offices  of  Justiciarv  of  Scotland,  and 
Master  of  the  Royal  Household,  which  they  long  en- 
joyed. At  the  upper  end  of  this  magnificent  kwtt 
stood  the  Marquis  himself,  the  centre  of  a  suoida 
circle  of  Highland  and  Lowland  gentlemen,  aUricfaly 
dressed,  among  whom  were  two  or  three  of  the  c^ergY, 
called  in,  perhaps,  to  be  witnesses  of  his  lordahqi  s 
zeal  for  the  Covenant. 

The  Marquis  himself  was  dressed  in  the  fashion 
of  the  period,  which  Vandyke  has  so  often  painted : 
but  his  habit  was  sober  and  uniform  in  colour,  and 
rather  rich  than  gay.  His  dark  complexion,  funowed 
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forehetd,  wad  downcast  look,  gave  hira  the  appear- 
ance of  ODe  fieqiientlf  engageain  the  consideration 
of  importaat  arairs,  and  who  has  acquired,  by  long 
habit,  an  air  of  gravity  and  mystery,  which  he  can- 
not shake  off  even  where  there  is  nothing  to  be  con- 
ccaied.  The  cast  with  his  eyes,  which  liad  procured 
him  in  the  Highlands  the  nickname  of  Gillespie  Gni- 
mach.  (or  the  grim,)  was  less  perceptible  when  he 
looked  downward,  which  perhaps  was  one  cause  of 
his  hayioff  adopted  that  haoit  In  person,  he  was  tall 
and  thin,  but  not  without  that  dignity  of  deportment 
and  manners,  which  became  his  nign  rank.  Some- 
thing there  was  cold  in  his  address,  and  sinister  in 
(as  look,  although  he  spoke  and  behaved  with  the 
asoal  grace  of  a  man  of  such  quality.  He  was  adored 
by  his  own  clai^  whose  advancement  he  had  greatly 
stndied,  although  he  was  in  proportion  disliked  by 
the  Highlanders  of  other  sepc^  some  of  whom  he 
had  already  stripped  of  their  PO—innB,  while  others 
coaceiTed  themselvee  in  danger  from  his  future 
scfaanw,  and  all  dreaded  the  height  to  which  he  was 


We  hare  already  noticed,  that  in  displaying  him- 
sdf  smidat  his  councillors,  his  officers  of  the  house- 
hold, and  hia  train  of  vassals,  allies,  and  dependents, 
the  Marquis  of  Argyle  probably  wished  to  make  an 
iomression  on  the  nervous  system  of  Captain  Dugald 
DaJgetty.  Bat  that  doubly  person  had  fought  his 
way,  in  one  department  or  another,  through  the  great- 
er part  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War  in  Germany,  a  pe- 
noi  wheo  a  braye  and  successful'soldier  was  a  com- 
panion for  princes.  The  King  of  Sweden,  and,  after 
us  fswpT"jJ^  eyen  the  haughty  Princes  of  the  Em- 
piie,  bad  foond  themselves  fam,  frequently  to  oom- 
pooad  with  their  dignity,  and  nlence,  when  they  could 
not  satisfy,  the  pecuniary  claims  of  their  soldiers,  by 
admitting  thqn  to  unusual  privileges  and  familiarity. 
CaptamDu^ald  Dalgettyhad  it  to  boast,  that  he  had 
sate  with  pnnces  at  feasts  made  for  monarchs,  and 
dwefbre  was  not  a  person  to  be  brow-beat  even  by 
the  diouty  which  surrounded  M*Callum  More.  In- 
deed/he  was  naturally  by  no  means  the  most  modest 
Bsn  in  the  world,  but.  on  the  contrary,  had  so  good 
ta  opinion  of  himselt,  that  into  whatever  comp^any 
he  rhanr*Ml  to  be  thrown,  he  was  always  proportion- 
afly  elevated  in  his  own  conceit ;  so  that  he  felt  as 
mch  at  eaae  in  the  most  exalted  society  as  among 
his  own  ordintfy  companions.  In  this  high  opinion 
ofka  own  rank,  he  was  greatly  fortified  by  his  ideas 
(tf  the  Bilitary  profiession,  which,  in  his  phrase,  made 
a  vafiitt  caTSLUer  a  camarado  to  an  emperor. 

When  introduced,  therefore  into  the  Marquis's 
pcesence-chamber,  he  advanced  to  the  upper  end  with 
aa  air  of  more  confidence  than  grace,  and  would 
have  ffsoB  t^ioae  m>  to  Argyle^s  person  before  speak- 
iB&  had  not  the  latter  waved  his  hand,  as  a  signal 
tonim  to  stop  short.  Captain  Dalgetty  did  so  ac- 
oordin^^  ana  haying  made  his  military  congee  with 
easy  coondence,  he  thus  accosted  the  Marquis :  "  Give 
foa  jgaod  morrow,  my  lord— or  rather  I  should  say. 
goodeven ;  Bto  a  utUd  tot  moiuM,  as  the  Spaniard 

^Who  are  fou,  sir,  and  what  is  your  business  T' 
doaanded  the  Marquis,  in  a  tone  which  was  intended 
to  iatermpt  the  ofi*ensive  familiarity  of  the  soldier. 

**That  18  a  fair  interrogative,  my  lord,"  answered 
Oal^etty,  **  which  I  shall  forthwith  answer  as  be- 
eooes  a  cavalier,  and  that  Toertmptoriey  as  we  used  to 
ssy  at  Mareachal-College.'^ 

**  See  who  or  what  he  is,  Neal,"  said  the  Marquis 
•temly  to  a  gentleman  who  stood  near  him. 

*I  will  save  the  honourable  gentleman  the  labour 
of  investigation,*'  continued  the  Captain.  "I  am 
Oagaid  Dalgetty,  of  Drumthwacket,  that  should  be, 
Isle  Bitt-master  in  various  services,  and  now  Major 
«( I  know  not  what  or  whose  regiment  of  Irishes: 
and  I  am  come  with  a  flsg  of  truce  from  a  hkh  and 
powcrftil  lord,  James,  Ean  of  Montrose,  and  other 
BoUe  peraons  nowin  arms  lor  his  Majesty.  And  so, 
God  save  Kmg  Charles  f 

"Do  yon  know  where  you  are,  and  the  danger  of 
daUying  with  ns,  sir,"  again  demanded  the  Maiquis. 
*  diat  yon  rnly  to  me  as  if  I  were  a  child  or  a  fool  1 
The  Earl  c£  Montrose  is  with  the  En^h  malignants ; 


and  1  suspect  you  are  one  of  those  Irish  runagates, 
who  are  come  into  this  country  to  bum  and  slay,  as 
thw  did  under  Sir  Phelim  O'Neale." 

'^My  lord,"  replied  Captain  Dalgetty,  "I  am  no 
renegade  though  a  Major  of  Irishes^  for  which  1 
might  refer  your  lordship  to  the  invincible  Gustavus 
Adolphus  the  Lion  of  the  North,  to  Bannier,  to  Ox- 
ensdem,  to  the  warlike  Duke  of  Saxe  Weimar,  Tilly, 
Wallenstein,  Piccolomini,  and  other  great  captains, 
both  dead  and  living;  and  touching  the  noble  Earl  of 
Montrose,  I  pray  your  lordship  to  poxise  these  my 
full  powers  for  treating  with  you  in  the  name  of  that 
right  honourable  commander." 

The  Marquis  looked  slightingly  at  the  signed  and 
sealed  paper  which  Captain  Dalgetty  handed  to  him, 
and  throwina;  it  with  contempt  upon  a  table,  asked 
those  around  him  what  ho  deserved  who  came  as 
^e  avowed  envoy  and  agent  of  malignant  traitors, 
in  arms  against  the  state? 

'*A  high  gallows  and  a  short  shrift,"  was  the 
readv  answer  of  one  of  the  bystanders. 

"  I  will  crave  of  that  honourable  cavalier  who  hath 
last  spoken,"  said  Dalgetty, "  to  be  less  hasty  in 
forming  his  conclusions,  and  also  of  your  lordship  to 
be  cautelous  in  adooting  the  same,  in  respect  such 
threats  are  to  be  held  out  only  to  base  bisognos,  and 
not  to  men  of  spirit  and  action,  who  are  Dound  to 
peril  themselves  as  fireely  in  services  of  this  nature, 
as  upon  .sieges,  battles,  or  onslaughts  of  any  sort. 
And  albeit  I  nave  not  with  me  a  trumpet  or  a  white 
flae,  in  respect  our  army  is  not  yet  equipped  with  its 
fiiir appointments,  yet  the  honourable  cavaliers  and 
your  lordship  must  concede  unto  me,  that  the  sanctity 
of  an  envoy  who  cometh  on  matter  of  truce  or  parle, 
consisteth  not  in  the  fanfare  of  a  trumpet,  whilk  is 
but  a  sound,  or  in  the  flap  of  a  white  flag,  whilk  is 
but  an  old  rag  in  itself^  but  in  the  confidence  reposed 
by  theparty  sending,  and  the  party  sent,  in  the  ho- 
nour of  those  to  whom  the  message  is  to  be  carried, 
and  their  full  reliance  that  they  will  respect  the  jut 
gerUium^  as  weel  as  the  law  of  arms,  in  the  person 
of  the  commission  ate." 

**  You  are  not  come  hither  to  lecture  us  upon  the 
law  of  arms,  sir,"  said  the  Marauis,  "  which  neither 
does  nor  can  apply  to  rebels  and  insurgents :  but  to 
suffer  the  penslty  of  your  insolence  and  folly  for 
bringing  a  traitorous  message  to  thb  Lord  Justice 
Generalof  Scotland,  whose  duty  calls  upon  him  to 
punish  such  an  ofience  with  death." 

"  Gentlemen,"  said  the  Captain,  who  began  much 
to  dislike  the  turn  which  his  mission  seemed  about 
to  take,  "  I  pray  you  to  remember,  that  the  Earl  of 
Montrose  will  bold  you  and  your  possessions  liable 
for  whatever  injury  my  person,  or  my  horse,  shall 
sustain  by  these  unseemjy  proceedings,  and  tnat  he 
will  be  justified  in  executi^  retributive  vengeance  on 
your  persons  and  possessions." 

This  menace  was  received  with  a  scornful  laugh, 
while  one  of  the  Campbells  replied,  "It  is  a  far  cry 
to  Lochow;"  a  proverbial  expression  of  the  tribe, 
meaning  that  their  ancient  hereditary  domains  lay  be- 
yond the  reach  of  an  invading  enemy.  "  But,  gentle- 
men," further  urged  the  unfortunate  Captain,  who 
was  unwilling  to  he  condemned,  without  at  least  the 
benefit  of  a  full  hearing,  "  although  it  is  not  for  me 
to  say  how  far  it  may  be  to  Lochow,  in  respect  I  am 
a  stranger  to  these  parts,  vet,  what  is  more  to  the 
purpose,  I  trust  you  will  admit  that  I  have  the  gua- 
rantee cf  an  honourable  gentleman  of  your  own  name, 
Sir  Duncan  Campbell  of  Ardenvohr,  for  my  safety  on 
this  mission ;  and  I  pray  you  to  observe^  that  in 
breaking  the  truce  towards  me,  you  will  highly  pre- 
judicate  nis  honour  and  fair  fame. 

This  seemed  to  be  new  information  to  many  of  the 
gentlemen,  for  they  spoke  aside  with  each  other,  and 
the  Marquis's  face,  notwithstanding  his  power  of 
suppressing  all  external  signs  of  his  passions,  showea 
impatience  and  vexation. 

"  Does  Sir  Duncan  of  Ardenvohr  pledge  his  honour 
for  this  person's  safety,  my  k>rd  V^  said  one  of  the 
company,  addressing  the  Marquis. 

"  I  do  not  believe  it,"  answered  the  Marquis ;  "  but 
I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  read  his  letter." 

**  We  will  pray  your  lordship  to  do  so,"  said  ano- 
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ther  of  die  Ctmpbells ;  "  our  name  must  not  sufler 
diacredit  throuaii  the  means  of  such  a  fellow  as  thia." 

'*  A  dead  fly/^aaid  a  clergyman,  "  maketh  the  oint- 
ment of  the  apothecan^  to  stink." 

"  Reverend  sir,"  said  Captain  Dalgetty,  "  in  re- 
spect ofthe  use  to  be  derived,  I  foigive  vou  the  un- 
savouriness  of  your  comparison ;  and  allso  remit  to 
the  gentleman  m  the  red  bonnet,  the  disparaging 
epithet  of  feUow  which  he  has  discoiuteously  applied 
to  me,  who  am  no  way  to  be  distinguished  bv  the 
same,  unless  in  so  far  as  I  have  been  called  fellow- 
soldier  by  the  great  GKistavus  Adolphus.  the  Lion  of 
the  North,  and  other  choice  commanders,  both  in 
Germany  and  the  Low  Countries.  But,  touching  Sir 
Duncan  Campbell's  guarantee  of  my  safety.  I  will 
gage  my  life  upon  his  making  my  words  sood  there- 
anent  whoi  he  comes  hither  to-morrow."^ 

"If  Sir  Duncan  be  soon  expected,  my  Lord,"  said 
one  of  the  intercessors,  **it  would  be  a  pity  to  an- 
ticmate  matters  with  this  poor  man.* ' 

**^Besidee  that,"  said  another,  "your  lordship— I 
with  reverence— should,  at  least,  consult  the 
t  of  Ardenvohr's  letter,  and  learn  the  terms  on 
this  Miyor  Dalgetty,  as  he  calls  himself  has 
been  sent  hither  by  him." 

They  closed  around  the  Marquis,  and  conversed 
together  in  a  low  tone,  both  in  Qaelic  and  English. 
The  patriarchal  power  of  the  Chiefs  was  very  great, 
and  that  of  the  Marquis  of  Aigyle,  armed  with  all 
his  grants  of  hereditary  jurisdiction,  was  particularly 
absolute.  But  there  interferes  some  check  of  one 
kind  or  other  even  in  the  most  despotic  government. 
That  which  mitigated  the  power  of  the  Celtic  Chiefe, 
was  the  necessity  which  they  lay  under  of  concilia- 
ting the  kinsmen,  who,  under  them,  led  out  the  lower 
oroars  to  battle,  and  wno  formed  a  aort  of  council  of 
the  tribe  in  time  of  peace.  The  Marquia  on  this 
oooasion  thought  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
attending  to  tne  remonstrances  of  this  senate  or 
more  properly  CourouUai^  of  the  name  of  Campbell, 
and,  alipping  out  of  the  circle,  gave  orders  for  the 
prisoner  to  be  removed  to  a  place  of  security. 

**  Prisoner  I"  exclaimed  Dalgetty,  exerting  himself 
with  such  force  as  wellnigh  to  shake  off  two  High- 
landers, who  for  some  minutes  past  had  waited  the 
signal  to  seixe  him,  and  kept  for  that  purpose  close 
•tnis  back.  Indeed  the  soldier  had  so  nearly  attained 
his  liberty,  that  the  Marquis  of  Argyle  changed 
colour,  and  stepped  back  two  paoea,  laymg.  however, 
his  hand  on  hia  sword,  while  several  of  his  clan, 
with  ready  devotion,  threw  themselves  betwixt  him 
and  the  apprehended  vengeance  of  the  prisoner.  But 
the  Highland  guards  were  too  strong  to  be  shaken 
off  and  the  unlucky  Captain,  after  having  had  his 
offensive  weapons  taken  from  him,  was  dragged  off 
and  conducted  through  several  gloomv  passages  to  a 
small  side-door  grated  vnik  iron,  withm  whic6  was 
another  of  wood.  These  were  opened  by  a  grim  old 
Hig^ander  with  a  long  white  beard,  and  displayed  a 
very  steep  and  narrow  flight  of  steps  leading  down- 
ward. The  Captain's  vuards  pushed  him  down  two 
or  three  steps,  then,  unloosing  his  arms,  left  him  to 
grope  his  wny  to  the  bottom  as  he  could ;  a  task 
which  became  difficult  and  even  dangerous,  when 
the  two  doors  being  successivdy  locked  left  the 
prisoner  in  total  darkness. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

Whatetw  ttimnfvr  riaita  htre, 

Wa  pitj  hia  aid  oaae. 
(Jnlaaa  to  worahip  he  dmw  near 

Tba  Khic  of  Kinc*— hia  Oraea. 

BuaMS*a  t^tgnmtna  VMt  to  bmtnrf. 

Tm  Captain  finding  himself  deprived  of  light  in 
Qie  manner  we  have  described,  and  placed  in  a  very 
imoertain  situation,  proceeded  to  descend  the  narrow 
and,  broken  stair  ¥nth  all  the  caution  in  his  power, 
hoping  that  he  mid[it  find  at  the  bottom  some  place 
to  repose  himself.  But  with  all  his  care  he  could  not 
finally  avoid  making  a  false  step,  which  brought  him 
down  the  four  or  five  last  steps  too  hastily  to  pieserve 
his  equilibnum.  At  the  bottom  he  stumbled  over  a 
bundle  of  something  soft,  which  stirred  and  uttered  a 


groan,  so  deranging  the  Captain'a  deacent,  that  bs 
floundered  forward,  and  finally  fdl  upon  his  hands 
and  kneea  on  the  floor  of  a  damp  and  atone-pa?  ed 
dungeon.  . 

When  Dalgetty  had  recovered,  hia  first  demand  waa 
to  know  over  whom  he  had  stumbled. 

"  He  was  a  man  a  month  aince^"  answered  a  hoUow 
and  broken  voice. 

"  And  what  is  he  now,  then,"  said  Dalgetty,  "  that 
he  thinks  it  fitting  to  He  upon  the  lowest  st^  of  the 
stairs,  and  clew'd  up  like  a  hurchin,  that  honourable 
cavaliers,  who  chance  to  be  in  trouble,  may  break 
their  noses  over  him  7" 

"  What  is  he  nowT'  replied  the  same  voice;  "he 
is  a  wretched  trunk,  from  which  the  boughs  have 
one  by  one  been  lopped,  away,  and  whidi  carea  littk 
how  soon  it  is  torn  up  and  hewed  into  billeta  for  the 
fhmace." 

"  Friend,"  aaid  Dalgetty,  "  I  am  aorry  for  too  :  bat 
pcUienzOf  as  the  Spamard  says.  If  you  had  Dot  been 
as  quiet  as  a  log,  as  you  call  yourseu^  I  should  have 
saved  some  excoriations  on  my  hands  and  knees." 

"You  are  a  soldier,"  replied  his  fellow-prisoner: 
"  do  you  complain  on  account  of  a  fall  for  which  a 
boy  would  not  bemoan  himself  7" 

"  A  soldier  7"  aaid  the  Captain ;  "  and  how  do  you 
know,  in  this  cursed  dark  cavern,  that  I  am  a  soldier  7" 

"  I  heard  your  armour  claah  as  you  felL"  replied 
the  prisoner, "  and  now  I  see  it  glinmier.  When  you 
have  remained  as  long  aa  I  in  this  darknesa»  your 
eyes  will  distinguish  the  smallest  eft  that  crawb  on 
the  floor." 

"  I  had  rather  the  devil  picked  them  out  V*  said 
Dalgetty;  "if  thia  be  the  cas&  I  shall  wish  for  a 
short  turn  of  the  rope,  a  soldiers  prayer,  and  a  kap 
from  a  ladder.  But  what  sort  of  provant  have  you 
got  here— what  food,  I  mean,  brother  in  aflUctiont" 

"  Bread  and  water  once  a-day,"  replied  the  voice. 

"  Pri'thee,  friend,  let  me  taste  your  loal^"  aaid  Dal- 
getty ;  "  I  hope  we  shall  play  (^xkI  comrades  while 
we  dwell  together  in  this  abommable  pit." 

"  The  loaf  and  JM  of  water,'*  answered  the  other 
prisoner,  "stand  m  the  comer,  two  atops  to  your 
right  hand.  Take  them,  and  welcome.  With  earthly 
food  I  have  wdl  nigh  done. 

Dalgetty  did  not  wait  for  a  aecond  invitation,  but, 
groping  out  the  provisions,  began  to  munch  at  the 
stale  black  oaten  loaf  with  as  much  heartineaa  aa  we 
have  seen  him  play  his  part  at  better  vianda. 

"  This  bread,"  he  sauL  muttering,  (with  hia  mooth 
full  at  the  same  tim&)  *^is  not  very  savoury ;  never- 
theless, it  is  not  much  worse  than  that  which  we  ate 
at  the  famous  leaguer  at  Werben,  where  the  valorous 
Oustavus  foiled  all  the  efforts  of  the  celebrated  TUly, 
that  temble  old  hero,  who  had  driven  two  kinga  out 
of  the  fleld— namely,  Ferdinand  of  Bohemia  and 
Christian  of  Denmark.  And  anent  this  water,  which 
is  none  of  the  most  sweet,  I  drink  in  the  same  to 
your  speedy  deliverance,  comrade,  not  forgetting  mine 
own,  and  devoutly  wishing  it  were  Rhenish  wme,  or 
bumming  Lubeck  beer,  at  the  least,  were  it  hot  in 
honour  of  the  pledge." 

,  While  Dalgetty  ran  on  in  thia  way.  his  teeth  kept 
time  with  his  tongue,  and  he  q^eedfly  finisJied  the 
provisions  which  the  benevolence  or  indifierence  of 
his  companion  in  miafortune  had  abandoned  to  hu 
voracity.  ,When  this  task  was  accompliabed.  ha 
wrapped  himself  in  his  cloak,  and  seating  hiroadf  in 
a  comer  of  the  dungeon  in  which  he  oomd  obtain  a 
simpprt  on  each  aide,  (for  he  had  alwaya  been  an 
admirer  of  elbow-chaira,  he  remarked,  even  frt>m  his 
youth  upward,)  he  b^gan  to  question  hia  fdlow- 
captive. 

"  Mine  honest  fiiend,"  siid  he.  "  you  and  I,  being 
comrades  at  bed  and  board,  should  be  better  acquaint- 
ed. I  am  Dugald  Dalgetty  of  Drumthwacket.  and  m 
forth.  Major  in  a  regiment  of  loyal  Irishes,  ana  Envoy 
Exttaordinary  of  a  High  and  Mighty  Lord,  James 
Karl  of  Montrose.— Pray,  what  may  your  name  bet* 

**  It  will  avail  you  little  to  know,'^  replied  hia  more 
taciturn  companion. 

"  Let  mejudge  of  that  matter,"  answered  the  soldier. 

"Well,  then— Ranald  MacEagh  is  my  name— that 
is,  Ranald  Son  of  the  Mist" 


Our.  TBL]  A  LEGEND  OF  HONTROSB. 

"SaaafOairMreMaiteladDBlgaltr.  "Sonoj 
Mtetdiit-iM.wy  I.  BQt,  Ranald,  nncfl  [fall  iiyou] 
nams,  bowama  ma  in  paaeiauin  o(  the  proYtni's 
eoun  of  mafd  t  wbal  thederil  brau^iitrou  bere,  itutt 


"  Mr  ouifbnunaa  and  mr  crimu"  anawared  Ri- 
naW.    "Kdow  tb  the  Knigtt  of  AideoTohi  T 

I  da  koDw  thai  hoDonrable  poaon,"  n^lied  Dal- 

"  Bm  know  je  when  ha  now  ta  1"  milied  Ruuld. 

"  Fkatiiu  thia  da;  at  AidaDTohr."  anawaad  ibe 
&1T0;,  "  tKat  ha  may  feaai  to-monow  at  In'nmj ; 
m  wUeb  laat  pannaa  if  ha  chanm  to  fail,  my  leaae 
of  homan  isTioe  wiQ  h«  aomathing  precanouB." 

"llieD  lai  him  know,  one  dainu  hia  iatercMnan, 
who  ut  hia  wont  fba  aiid  hia  beat  ftiend,"  anawand 

"TWr  I  AtU  denia  to  cany  a  leaa  cpwationaUa 
■aaaas^"  anawarad  DalgMt;.  "  Sir  Duncan  ia  net 
a  Dsna  10  plar  at  raading  taUlw  urilh." 

^  Craiat  Sazoii,"  aaiiTtha  phaoncr,  "  tdl  him  I 
aa  Iha  ramo  that,  flflaau  ygan  auic&  alooped  on  hia 
toma  tittnugUi  and  ihapladseehaW  lad  then— 
lain  the  hunwc  that fimtid  ont  lb*  wDira  deo  on  the 
nx^  MNldattniyal  hia  (Annng—I  am  the  teadar  of 
ika  Mod  wbidt  ampriaad  JudoDTohr,  raaterday  waa 
fifi»aTnn,niidBaTehiaJaiircbildnoMlkeawoid." 

"miy,  my  booMt  friand,"  aai4  Dalgetiy' "  if  that 
ii  yoor  beat  raeommMtdatioit  to  SirDuncan'a  farour, 
I  amid  prBtannit  my  i*™ii"g  theraupoo,  in  reapect 
Iban  obaerrad  Ibal  even  the  animal  sreation  are 
d  MUDBl  tboaa  iriio  intromit  with  thttr  ofT- 
brobly,  much  more  any  TBlional  and  Chriatian 

„»,  wlio  bare  had  Tiouoce  dune  upon  their 

■nail  bmily.  Bnl  I  ptayyou  in  coonaar  to  tell  me, 
atetbai  yon  aaaailed  the  castle  from  ihs  hillock  called 
E>famaaab,  whilk  I  nphoU  10  be  the  (roe  point  o(  at< 
ttik   iinlfl  it  WMe  to  beprotected  by  a  aconce." 

"We  aaoeDdad  tbe.cliff  by  ladder*  of  withtM  or 


in  the  caMla  to  oijpy  that  one  ni^t  of  unlimited 
TutgMiire.  Tbeowl  whoopedaroaildua  aa  wehimg 
bctwixl  haavcn  and  earth  1  the  tide  roared  anunat 
ihefiiotfif  Aero^anddaaltedaaundarour  akiil(yel 
no  DMn'abtart  failed  him.  In  the  momioK  there  was 
bload  and  ariies,  when  there  had  been  peace  and  jov 
ml  the  annaet." 

a  pietly  camiaade,  I  doubt  not,  Ranald 


,r-i    ~    — > nn«Ui.gtil    and  n 

wnrtUr  diacharoed.     Neiertbaleaa,  I  wonld  ti 
p»i— ritlmbonaefrom  ihat  Utile  hillock  called  Dn 


Balnoraiaat 
&n,  Ranald,  in 
a,  and  other  Ai 


paahed  at  by  the  B ,-,  — 

other  waaton  tribca,"  aaidRaiutd,  "  till  our  poaaea- 
■ana  becama  inaafe  for  na." 

"  Ah  ha  I"  aaid  Dalaniy;  "  I  bale  &iat  remem- 
bnnoa  ot  haTins  heard  of  thai  matter.    Did  you  not 
id  and  cbeaae  into  •  man'*  maulh,  when  he 


"ToahaTebeardilliaD."  aaid  Ranald,  "tbetalaof 
antnowB  «a  tbe  bto^Iy  (brealv  T' 

"  1  bet&nk  me  that  IhaTe,"  aaid  Dalgetty,  "  and 
that  not  of  BD  oM  date.    It  waa  a  marry ieat  thai,  of 

— ■-  It  too  wild  and  aalTace  for  civiliwi  accepts- 

idea  waaiina  the  good  vicluala.    Ihi 


MrRsnaiila  linng  aoldier 

. jr.RanaidTro--'^- 

bread,  whilk  you  threw  away  on  a  daa- , 

..«v _ L-j  1.^  g[,  Doncan,"  continued 


would  ban  been  the  better,  RanaldTfor  I 
'  read,  whilk  you  threw  away  on  a  dead 

"We  wen  attacked  by  Sir  Dnncan, 
MacEagh,  "and  my  brother  waeslain-'hu  need  wbb 
withering  on  the  battlemenle  which  we  acsled— I 
Towed  revenge,  and  it  ia  a  vow  I  hsYa  never  broken." 

"It  ma*  be  n,"  said  Dalgetlyi  "and  eTe:y  ihu- 
roosh-brad  aoldier  will  confeag  thai  nnenga  ia  ■ 
aieei  ramaeli  but  in  what  mantier  thia  eion' wilt 

•houU  move  him  10  inler<^e  with  the  Harquia  to 


'  thereof  from  bangii 


.    -anging-or  aimide 

o,it>>u,Dii/ii,  «u  </idaking  your  licnba  on  the  roue  Or 
wheel,  wilfi  the  coulter  Ola  ploujfh, or  otherwiaepul- 
(uil«  you  10  death  by  torture,  euraanea  mj  compre- 
henaion.    Were  I  you,  Rannld,  I  would  be  for  mia- 


depsriing  quietly  by  auflbcalioD,  h 

"  Yet  hearken,  atranger,"  aaid  the  Highlander, 
"Sir  Duncan  of  ArdenvSir  bad  four  children,  l^ree 
died  undar  out  diilt^  but  the  fburih  aurviveaj  and 
more  would  he  give  lo  dandle  on  his  knee  the  fourth 
chikt  which  remaina,  than  10  rack  iheae  old  booea. 
which  care  httle  for  the  utmoal  iikdulgence  of  hia 
wrath.  One  word,  if  I  liat  to  apeak  it,  could  imn  hia 
day  of  humiliation  and  faaling  into  a  day  of  tnank- 
iidne*  and  rgjoidng,  and  breaking  of  bread.  0,1 
knowiibymy  ownhisan!  Dearer  to  me  ia  tba  chfld 
Kenneth,  who  cbaaeih  iha  butterfly  on  ibe  banka  of 
the  Aven,  than  tea  aona  who  are  mtnldaring  in  aaMh, 
or  are  preyed  on  by  the  fbwta  of  the  air." 

"1  pnauni^  Ranald,"  continaed  Dalgetty,  "that 
toe  three  pretty  fdlowa  whom  I  aaw  yonder  in  lb* 
market-place,  atrung  an  by  the  bead  tike  riiMr'd  had- 
docks, i-ljimar)  Bonu  iniereai  in  you  V' 
.  TWs  waa  a  brief  I 
in  a  lone  of  strong  t 
alranger— Iber  wen : 
bone  of  my  bone  I— 

-ihed  bv  fo 

them  by  ni 


"The  Enemy 

... .    jaid  Ranald  HacBagfa, 
ie  chains  etalterad  aa  he  roa^ 


vivB  them  1  The  old 
op  of  its  roota,  than 
gracefid  bougha.  Bi 
rerenge— the  yonns 

sake  my  life  and  my 
cttt  to  the  Knight  of 

third  voice,  mingling  in  (he  conference,  "Gy  eiitniat- 

Alt  Elighiandere  m 
of  Hankmd  ia  amona:  na  I"  a 

qiringing  10 his  feet.    Hiechai , 

white  he  drew  himself  bb  far  as  they  pennilled  frtmi 
the  quanat  whence  the  voice  appeared  10  proceed. 
Hie  (ear  in  some  degree  communicated  itselr  to  Cap- 
tain Dalgetty,  who  began  10  repeal,  in  a  sorl  of  pcdy- 
rIoI  ^bberiab,.  all  the  exorcieme  be  had  ever  heard 
of|  without  being  able  to  reoiembermore  than  a  word 


itU  gTitcnsaila- lobnt  den  Urrm,  sailhlbebleM 

ed  Psalmist,  in  Dr.  Luther's  tranalation" 

"A  truce  with  your  eiorcisms,"  aaid  (he  voice  the 
bad  heard  befbre ;  "  though  I  come  Bbangely  amon 
you,  I  sm  mortal  like  yourselves,  and  my  aaaiatane 
maya'Hil  you  in  yourpmeni  aireight,  if^you  annc 
' — BTOud  to  be  coimselled." 

niiie  the  stranger  thus  vol 

de  of  a  daik  lantern,  by  whe 

:y  could  only  diacem  that  It 

>  myateriously  united  himaeli  m  luar  oompany. 
miied  in  their  converaation,  wa«  a  tall  roan, 

oed  in  a  livery  cloak  of  the  Hariiuia.    His  lint 

10  biaftotibot  he  aaw  neilher  the  cloven 


lany.    Hia  firBt  inquiry  was,  how  the  si 
an  come  among  themi 

"For,"  said  E&  "(be  creak  oF  theae  rualy  ban 
rould  have  been  heard  had  ihs  door  been  made  pa- 
;nii  and  if  you  paBsed  throtu^  the  keyhole  truly, 
ir.  put  what  foce  you  will  (o  il,  you  are  not  fit  to  be 
nrolled  in  a  regiment  of  living  men." 

" '         re  my  secret,"  answered  the  imnger, "  on- 


ili^t  Dal- 
w  who  bad 
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[Chap.  XUI. 


and  but  few  appertaining  to  others.  But  impart  to 
us  what  secrets  you  desire  to  know;  or,  as  Professor 
Snufflegreek  used  to  say  at  the  Maresehal^College, 
Aberdeen,  speak  that  I  may  know  thee.*' 

"  It  is  not  with  you  I  have  first  to  do/'  replied  the 
stranger,  turning  his  light  tali  on  the  wild  and  wasted 
features,  and  the  large  limbs  of  the  Highlander,  Ra- 
nald MacEaffb,  who,  close  drawn  up  against  the 
walls  of  the  aunfl;eon,  seemed  yet  uncertam  whether 
his  guest  was  a  uving  being. 

"I  have  brought  you  something,  my  friend,"  said 
the  stranger,  in  a  more  soothing  tone^  "to  mend  your 
fare;  if  you  are  to  die  to-morrow,  it  is  no  reason 
wherefore  you  should  not  live  to-night." 

**  None  at  all— no  reason  in  the  creation,"  replied 
the  ready  Captain  Dalgetty,  who  forthwith  began  to 
unpack  the  contents  of  a  small  basket  which  the 
stranger  had  brought  under  his  cloak,  while  the  High- 
lander, either  in  suspicion  or  disdain,  paid  no  atten- 
tion to  the  good  cheer. 

"  Here's  to  thee,  my  friend,"  said  the  Captain,  who 
having  already  despatched  a  huge  piece  of  roasted 
kid,  was  now  taking  a  pull  at  the  wine-flaak.  "  What 
is  thy  name,  my  good  friend  T' 

"  Murdoch  Campbell,  sir,"  answered  the  servant, 
**  a  lackey  of  the  Marquis  or  Argyle,  and  occasionally 
acting  as  under- warden." 

"  Then  here  is  to  thee  once  more,  Murdoch,"  said 
Dalgetty,  "  drinking  toyou  by  your  proper  name  for 
tfaebetter  hidi  sake.  This  wme  I  take  to  be  Calca- 
vella.  Well,  honest  Murdoch,  I  take  it  on  me  to  say, 
thou  deservest  to  be  npper-wuden,  since  thou  show- 
est  thyself  twenty  times  better  acquainted  with  the 
way  of  victualling  honest  gentlemen  that  are  under 
miaortunei  than  thy  principal.  Bread  and  water? 
out  upon  him !  It  was  enough,  Murdoch,  to  destroy 
the  credit  of  the  Marquis's  dungeon.  But  I  see  you 
would  converse  with  my  friend,  Ranald  MacEagh 
here.  Never  mind  my  presence ;  I'll  get  me  into  this 
comer  with  the  basket,  and  I  will  warrant  my  jaws 
make  noise  enough  to  prevent  my  ears  from  tearing 
you." 

Notwithstanding  this  promise,  however,  the  vete- 
ran Ustened  with  all  the  attention  he  could  to  gather 
thehr  discourse^  or.  as  he  described  it  himsdC"  laid 
his  ears  back  in  nis  neck,  like  Gustavus,  when  he 
heard  the  key  turn  in  the  gimell-kist"  He  could, 
therefore,  owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  dungeon, 
easily  overhear  the  following  dialogue. 

"Are  you  aware,  Son  of  the  Misv'  said  the  Camp- 
bell, "  that  you  will  never  leave  this  place  excepting 
for  the  gibbet  T' 

"Those  who  are  dearest  to  me,"  answered  Mac- 
Eagh,  *'  have  trode  that  path  before  me." 

'Then  you  would  do  nothing,"  asked  the  visiter, 
"  to  shun  following  them  T* 

The  prisoner  writhed  himself  in  his  chains  before 
returning  an  answer. 

*'  I  would  do  much,"  at  length  he  said ;  "  not  for 
my  own  life,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  pledge  in  the 
glen  of  Strath-Aven." 

"  And  what  would  you  do  to  turn  away  the  bitter- 
ness of  the  hourl"  again  demanded  Murdoch;  "I 
care  not  for  what  cause  ye  mean  to  shun  it." 

"  I  would  do  what  a  man  might  do,  and  still  call 
himself  a  man." 

**Do  you  call  yourself  a  man,"  said  the  interroga- 
tor. "  who  have  done  the  deeds  of  a  wolf  T' 

I  do."  answered  the  outlaw ;  "I  am  a  man  like 
my  forefathers—while  wrapt  in  the  mantle  of  peace, 
we  were  lambs— it  was  rent  from  us,  and  ye  now 
call  us  wolves.  Give  us  the  huts  ye  have  burned, 
our  children  whom  ye  have  murdered,  our  widows 
whom  ye  have  starved — collect  from  the  gibbet  and 
the  pole  the  mangled  carcasses,  and  whitened  skulls 
of  our  kinsmen— bid  them  live  and  bless  us,  and  we 
will  be  your  vassals  and  brothers— till  then,  let  death, 
and  blood,  and  mutual  wrong,  draw  a  daric  veil  of 
division  between  us." 

*'  You  will  then  do  nothing  for  your  liberty?"  said 
the  Campbell 

"  Any  thing— but  call  myself  the  friend  of  your 
tribe,"  answered  MacEa^h. 

"  Wc  scorn  the  friendship  of  banditti  and  catsrans," 


retorted  Murdoch,  "  and  would  not  stoop  to  aooepc 
it— What  I  demaiid  to  know  from  you,  in  exchange 
for  your  liberty,  ia,  where  the  daughter  and  heiress  of 
the  Knifi^t  of  Ardenvohr  is  now  to  be  found  1" 

**  That  you  may  wed  her  to  some  beggarly  kinsman 
of  your  great  master."  said  Ranald, "  after  ue  fiaahion 
of  the  Children  of  Diarmid !  Does  not  the  valley  of 
Glenorouhy.  to  this  very  hour,  cry  shame  on  the  vio- 
lence onerea  to  a  helpless  infant  whom  her  kinsmen 
were  conveying  to  the  court  of  the  Sovereign  1  Were 
not  her  escort  compelled  to  hide  her  beneath  a  caul- 
dron, round  which  they  fought  till  not  one  remained 
to  tell  the  tale  ?  and  was  not  the  giri  brought  to  this 
fatal  castles  and  afterwards  wedded  to  the  brother  of 
M'Callum  More,  and  all  for  the  sake  of  her  brosul 
lands?"* 

"And  if  the  tale  be  true,"  said  Murdoch,  "she  had 
a  preferment  beyond  what  the  Kins  of  Scots  wouAd 
have  conferred  on  her.  But  this  is  Tar  from  the  pur- 
pose. The  daughter  of  Sir  Duncan  of  Ardenvohr  is 
of  our  own  blood,  not  a  stranger ;  and  who  has  so 
good  a  right  to  know  her  frite  as  M'Callum  More^  the 
chiefof  her  clan?" 

"  It  is  on  his  part,  then,  that  vou  demand  it?"  said 
the  outlaw.    The  domestic  of  the  Marquis  aseentad. 

"  And  you  will  practise  no  evil  against  the  maid- 
en ?— I  have  done  her  wrong  enough  already." 

"  No  evil,  upon  the  word  of  a  Cnristian  man,"  re- 
plied Murdoch. 

"And  my  guerdon  is  to  be  life  and  Uberty?"  aaid 
the  Child  of  the  Mist. 

"  Such  is  our  paction,"  replied  the  Campbell. 

"Then  know,  that  the  child  whom  I  saved^oat  of 
compassion  at  the  spoihng  of  her  frither's  tower  of 
strength,  was  bred  as  an  adopted  daughter  of  our 
tribe,  until  we  were  worsted  at  the  pass  of  Ballendu- 
thil,  by  the  fiend  incarnate  and  mortal  enemy  of  our 
tribe,  Allan  M*Aulay  of  the  Bloody  hand,  ana  by  the 
horsemen  of  Lennox,  under  the  heir  of  Menteith." 

"  Fell  she  into  the  power  of  Allan  of  the  Bloody 
hand^"  said  Mturdoch,  "and  she  a  reputed  daughter  of 
thytnbe?  Than  her  blood  has  gilded  the  dirk^  and  thou 
hast  said  nothing  to  rescue  thine  own  forfeited  life." 

"  If  my  life  rest  on  hers,"  answered  the  outlaw,  "it 
is  secure,  for  she  still  survives ;  but  it  has  a  more  in- 
secure reliance— the  frail  promiseof  a  son  of  Diarmid.'* 

"  That  promise  shall  not  fail  you,"  said  the  Camp- 
bell, "if  you  can  assure  me  that  she  survives,  and 
where  she  is  to  be  found." 

"  In  the  Castle  of  Damlinvarach,"  said  Ranald  Bfac- 
Eagh,  "  under  the  name  of  Annot  Lyle.  I  have  often 
heard  of  her  fh>m  my  kinsmen,  who  have  again  ap- 
proached their  native  woods,  and  it  is  not  long  since 
mine  old  eyes  beheld  her." 

"Youf  said  Murdoch,  in  astonishment,  "you,  a 
chief  among  the  Children  of  the  Mist,  and  venturecl 
so  near  your  mortal  foe?" 

"  Son  of  Diarmid,  I  did  more,"  reified  the  outlaw  j; 
"  I  was  in  the  hall  of  the  castle,  disguised  as  a  harper 
from  the  wild  shores  of  Skianach.  My  pvipase  wat* 
to  have  plunged  my  dirk  in  the  body  of  the  M^Aula  v 
with  the  Bloody  hand,  before  whom  our  race  tfemUes^ 
and  to  have  taken  thereafter  what  fale  Gk>d  shooki 
send  me.  But  I  saw  Arniot  Lyle,  even  when  my  hand 
was  on  the  hilt  of  my  da^er.  She  touched,  her  elair- 
shacht  to  a  song  of  the  Children  of  the  Mist,  whicH 
she  had  learned  when  her  dwelling  was  amongst  ur. 
The  woods  in  which  we  had  dwelt  pleasantly,  rustled 
their  green  leaves  in  the  8ong.  and  our  streams  wem 
there  with  the  sound  of  all  their  waters.  My  hand 
forsook  the  dagger ;  the  fountains  of  mine  eyes  were 
opened,  and  the  hour  of  revenge  passed  away.^And 
now,  Son  of  Diarmid,  have  I  not  paid  the  ransom  of 
my  head  ?" 

"  Ay,"  replied  Murdoch,  "  if  your  tale  be  true ;  but 
what  proof  can  you  assign  for  it  ?" 

"  Bear  witness,  heaven  and  earth,"  exclaimed  the 
outlaw,  "  he  already  looks  how  he  may  step  over  his 
woid  !'* 

*  Bach  M  ttorjr  i«  tolil  nf  U10  heiress  of  tlie  Han  of  Caldw,  who 
WM  made  priauner  in  the  mattoer  deacribed,  ai»4  aAcHrwarda 
wedded  to  Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  trrtm  which  union  (ha  Camp- 
bella  of  Cawdor  have  their  deacent 

t  Harp. 
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*  NoC  BO,"  replied  Modoch ;  "  every  pramiee  ahaU 
be  kept  to  yoa  when  I  am  asaured  you  have  tdd  me 
the  tnith.— Bat  I  must  roeak  a  few  worda  with  your 
companion  in  captivity." 

"  Fair  and  falae— ever  fair  and  falae,"  muttered  the 
priaoner.  as  he  threw  himac^  once  more  on  the  floor 
of  hit  duiu|eoii. 

Hetnwhik  Caotain  Dalgetty,  who  had  attended 
to  every  word  of  this  dialogu&  waa  making  hie  own 
remarks  on  it  in  private,  ''what  the  henJcer  can  thia 
el?  £eUow  have  to  aay  to  me  7  I  have  no  child,  either 
of  mr  own,  ao  far  aa  I  know,  or  of  any  other  peraon, 
to  teu  him  a  taJe  about.  But  let  him  come  on— he 
win  have  aome  manoauvring  ere  he  turn  the  flank  of 
iheoUiokUer." 

Accordinglv,  aa  if  he  had  atood  pike  in  hand  to  de- 
fend a  breach,  he  waited  with  caution,  but  without 
&ar,  the  commencement  of  the  attack. 

I*  Too  aze  a  citizen  of  the  world.  Captain  Dalgetty," 
aid  Mtffdoch  Campbell,  "  and  cannot  be  ignorant  of 
our  CM  Scotch  proverb,  fi/'-^q/;*  which  goea  through 
aU  oationt  and:  all  aervicea.'^ 

"  Then  I  should  know  aomething  of  it,"  aaid  Dal- 
gettr;  "  for,  except  the  Turka,  there  are  few  powera 
to  Eorope  whom  I  have  not  aerved;  and  I  have 
Bomednies  thought  of  taking  a  turn  either  with  Beth- 
len  Gabor,  or  with  the  Jamxariea." 

A  man  of  voor  experience  and  unprejudiced  ideaa, 
uo,  will  Qnoeratand  me  at  once,'*^  aaid  Murdoch. 

WKfl  I  say,  I  mean  that  your  freedom  ahall  depend 
on  yov  true  and  upright  anawer  to  a  few  trifling 
<)oe8tion8  respecting  the  gentlemen  you  have  left ; 
thdr  itate  of  preparation ;  the  number  of  their  men, 
aod  nature  of  their  appointmenta ;  and  aa  much 
as  foo  chance  to  know  about  their  plan  of  opera- 
uopg." 

^"Joat  to  aatiafy  your  curioaity."  aaid  Dalgetty, 
and  without  any  fintber  purpoae  T 
None  in  the  world,"  rodied  Murdoch  ;  "  what 
intereat  diould  a  poor  devil  like  me  take  in  their 
ojwationar 

"  Make  your  interrogationa,  then,"  aaid  the  Cap- 
tiiQ,   and  I  will  anawer  them  perempiorieJ* 

How  many  Iriah  may  be  on  their  march  to  join 
Jamea  Grahame  the  delinquent  1" 
uinlr^^l^  lan  thousand,"  aaid  Captain  Dalgetty. 
TfenthoBjand!"  replied  Murdoch  angrily;  "we 
it^vr  that  scarce  two  thouaand  landed  at  Ardnamur- 
chan." 

'IJ'S y^)uM>w  more  about  them  than  I  do,"  an- 
sftend  Captain  Dalgetty.  with  great  compoaure.  "  I 
"^  WW  them  muatered  vet,  or  even  under  anna." 
And  how  many  men  of^  the  clana  may  be  expect- 
ed T  demanded  Murdoch. 

^As  many  aa  they  can  make,"  replied  the  Captain. 
--^o*>  are  anawering  from  the  purpoee,  air,"  aaid 
""»^;   apeak  plainly,  will  there  be  five  thouaand 
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wi4j»i^'  . .^ ,    ^._  „  „.„„^  ^  .^„^ 

y^%|wathan  ten  minutes  your  head  l^nga  on  the 

p'jpto  nadt  candidly,  Mr.  Murdoch,"  replied  the 
^^'Jfft  do  you  think  it  ia  a  reaaonable  thing  to  aak 
Sir?  t  ^cr^"  o^  ou'  anny.  and  I  engaged  to 
trtAjc?  2®  whole  campaign  ?  If  I  taught  you  how 
^o  J*at  Montroae,  what  becomes  of  my  pay,  arrears, 
and  chance  of  booty  1" 

I  tell  you,"  said  Campbell^ "  that  if  you  be  atub- 
oorn,  your  campaign  ahall  begin  and  end  in  a  march 
JO  tne  Nock  at  the  caatle-gate,  which  atanda  ready 


f^  kftH  ^Jd-lauiera ;  but  ifyou  answer  my  queationa 
f  SSftl'Ti  *  ^^  receive  you  into  my— into  the  aervioe 
of  M  tyimn  More." 

wiea  the  aenrice  aflbrd  good  payl"  aaid  Captain 


"^w 


^ '•  will  double  yours,  if  you  will  return  to  Mon- 

^  and  act  under  hia  cfocction." 

k.  J.,^.  y*?<*  "^n  yoUf  «»»  before  taking  on  with 
•^ni^  aaid  Dalgetty,  appearing  to  meditate. 

^  the  contrary,  I  can  aliord  you  more  advanta- 
^  old  Eodish,  ttt  m  ka  tkee,  i.  •,  mntmllr  ■enrinf  each 


gaoua  terms  now,"  said  the  Campbell ;  "  always  sup- 
posing that  you  are  fiaithlh]." 

'*  Faithful,  that  ia,  to  you,  and  a  traitor  to  Mon- 
troae." anawered  the  Captain. 

'*  Faithful  to  the  cause  of  religion  and  good  order," 
answered  Murdoch,  "  which  sanctifies  any  dec^tion 
you  mav  employ  to  aerve  it." 

"  And  the  Marquia  of  Argyle^ahould  I  incline  to 
enter  hia  aervice,  is  he  a  kmd  master?"  demanded 
Daleetty. 

"  Never  man  kinder,"  QUOth  Campbell. 

"  And  bountiful  to  his  officers  ?"  Dursued  the  Csptain. 

"The  most  open  hand  in  Scotland,"  replied  Mur- 
doch. 

"True and  faithful  to hiaengagementa?"  continued 
Dalgettv. 

"As  honourable  a  nobleman  as  breathes,"  said  the 
clansman. 

"  I  never  heard  so  much  good  of  him  before,"  said 
Dalgetty;  "  you  must  know  the  Marquis  well,— or  ra- 
ther you  must  be  the  Marquis  himsdf !— Lord  of  Ar- 
ayle,"  he  added,  throwing  himaelf  auddenly  on  the 
disguised  nobleman,  "I  arrest  you  in  the  name  of 
King  Charlea,  aa  a  traitor.  If  yoa  venture  to  call  for 
aaaiatance,  I  will  wrendi  round  your  neck." 

The  attack  which  Dalgetty  made  upon  Argyle'a 
person  waa  ao  sudden  and^onexpected,  that  he  eaaily 

Eroatrated  him  on  the  floor  of  the  dunj^n,  and  held 
im  down  with  one  hand,  while  hia  right,  graapiiig 
the  Maiquia'a  throat,  waa  ready  to  atranglehim  on 
the  alighteat  attempt  to  call  for  assistance. 

"  Lord  of  Argyle,"  he  said,  "  it  is  now  my  turn  to 
lay  down  the  terma  of  capitulation.  If  you  Hat  to 
ahow  me  the  private  way  oy  which  you  entered  the 
dungeon,  you  ahall  eacap^  on  condition  of  being 
my  loeum  terunsy  aa  we  aaid  at  the  Mareschal-Coi- 
lege,  until  your  warder  viaits  hia  prisoners.  But  if 
not,  I  will  first  strangle  vou— I  learned  the  art  from  a 
Polonian  heyduck.  who  bad  been  a  alave  in  the  Otto- 
man seraglio— and  then  eeek  out  a  mode  of  retreat" 

"  Villain  1  you  would  not  murder  me  for  my  kindr 
ness."  murmured  Arsyle. 

"  Not  for  yomr  kindness,  my  lord,"  rq[>lied  Dalget- 
ty :  "  but  first  to  teach  your  lordship  thefiM  genhum 
towarda  cavaliera  who  come  to  you  under  aafe-coo- 
duct;  and  aecondly,  to  warn  you  of  the  danger  of 
proposing  dishonourable  terms  to  any  worthy  sol- 
dado,  in  order  to  tempt  him  to  become  false  to  his 
standard  during  the  term  of  his  aerviee." 

"  Spare  my  Ine,"  said  Argyle,  "  and  I  will  do  aa  you 
require." 

Dalgetty  maintained  hia  gpripe  upon  the  Marquis's 
throat,  compressing  it  a  little,  while  he  asked  ques- 
tions, and  relaxing  it  ao  far  as  to  give  him  the  power 
of  anawering  them. 

"  Where  ia  the  aecret  door  into  the  dungeon  7"  he 
demanded. 

"  Hold  up  the  lantern  to  the  comer  on  your  right 
hand,  you  will  diacem  the  icon  which  covera  the 
apring,"  replied  the  Marquia. 

"  So  far  ao  good.— Where  does  the  passage  lead  toT' 

"  To  my  private  apartment  behind  the  tapestry," 
anawered  the  prostrate  nobleman. 

"  From  thence  how  ahall  I  reach  the  gateway  T* 

"Throu^  the  grand  gallery,  the  anteroom,  the 
lackey'a  waiting  hall,  the  grand  guardroom" — — - 

"  All  crowded  with  soldiera.  tactionaries,  and  at- 
tendants?—^at  will  never  do  for  me,  my  lord ;— have 
Sou  no  aecret  passage  to  the  gate,  aa  you  have  to  your 
ungeona?    I  have  aeen  sncn  in  Germany." 

"There  ia  a  passage  through  the  chapel,"  aaid  the 
Marquis,  "opening  from  my  apartment." 

"And  what  ia  the  pass- word  at  the  gate?" 

"The  aword  of  Levi"  replied  the  Maniuis;  "but 
if  you  will  receive  my  pledge  of  honour,  I  will  go  with 
you,  escort  you  through  every  guard,  and  aet  you  at 
rail  liberty  with  a  passport" 

"  I  might  trust  you,  my  lord,  were  your  throat  not 
already  black  with  the  grasp  of  my  fingers,— as  it  is, 
be»o  loB  mano9  a  ustedy  aa  the  Spaniard  aays.  Yet 
you  may  grant  me  a  paaaport ;— are  there  writing 
materiala  in  your  apartment?" 

"  Surely ;  and  blank  passports  ready  to  be  signed.  I 
will  attend  you  there,"  said  the  Marquis,  "instantly." 
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'  **  It  were  too  much  honour  for  the  like  of  me,"  said 
Dalgetty ;  "  your  lordBhip  shall  remain  under  charge 
of  mine  honeet  friend  Ranald  MacEagh ;  therefore* 
prithee  let  me  drag  you  within  reach  of  his  chain. -^ 
Honeet  Ranald,  you  see  how  matters  stand  with  u& 
I  shall  find  the  means,  I  doubt  not,  of  setting  you  at 
freedom.  Meantime,  do  as  you  see  me  do ;  clap  your 
hand  thus  on  the  weasand  of  this  high  and  mighty 
prince,  under  his  rufT,  and  if  he  otkr  to  struggle  or 


your  guUet  and  mine  to  still  harder  usage." 

"Irheofler  at  speech  or  struggle,"  said  Ranald, 
"  he  dies  by  my  hand." 

"  That  IS  rijght.  Ranald— very  spirited  .—A  tho- 
rou^-going  fiiena  that  understands  a  hint  is  worth 
a  miUion  I 

Thus  resigning  the  charge  of  the  Marquis  to  his 
new  conbderate,  Dalgetty  pressed  the  spring,  by 
which  the  secret  door  new  open,  though  so  welTwere 
its  hinges  polished  and  oilecLtnat  it  made  not  the 
slightest  noise  in  revolving.  The  opposite  side  of  the 
door  was  secured  by  very  strong  bolts  and  bars,  be- 
side which  hung  one  or  two  keys,  designed  apparently 
to  undo  fetterlocks.  A  narrow  staircase,  ascending 
up  through  the  thickness  of  the  castle- wall  landed, 
as  the  Marquis  had  truly  informed  him,  behind  the 
tapestry  of  his  private  apartment  Such  communi- 
cations were  freauent  in  oki  feudal  castle^  as  they 
gave  the  lord  of  the  fortress,  like  a  second  Dionirsius, 
the  means  of  hearing  the  conversation  of  his  prison- 
ers, or,  if  he  pleased,  of  visiting  them  in  disguise,  an 
experiment  which  had  terminated  so  unpleasantly  on 
the  present  occasion  for  Gillespie  Grumach.  Having 
examined  previously  whether  there  was  anv  one  in 
the  apartment,  and  finding  the  coast  clear,  the  Cap- 
tain entered,  and  hastily  possessing  himself  of  a  blank 
passport,  several  of  wmch  lay  on  the  table,  and  of 
vrritin^  materials,  securing,  at  the  same  tmic^  the 
Marquis's  dagger,  and  a  silk  cord  from  the  hangings, 
he  again  descended  into  the  cavern,  where,  listenmg 
a  moment  at  the  door,  he  could  hear  the  half-stifled 
voice  of  the  Marquis  making  great  proffers  to  Mac- 
Eagh, on  condition  he  would  miSet  him  lo  give  an 
alarm. 

"  Not  for  a  forest  of  deer—not  for  a  thousand  head 
of  cattle,"  answered  the  freebooter;  "not  for  all  the 
lands  that  ever  called  a  son  of  Diarmid  master^  will 
I  break  the  troth  I  have  plighted  to  him  of  the  iron- 
garment  !" 

/'  He  of  the  iron-garment,"  said  Dalgetty,  entering, 
**  is  bounden  unto  you,  MacEagh,  and  this  noble  lord 
shall  be  bounden  also ;  but  first  he  must  fill  up  this 
passport  with  the  names  of  Mi^or  Dugald  Dalgetty 
and  his  guide,  or  he  is  like  to  have  a  passport  to  ano- 
ther world." 

The  Marquis  subscribed,  and  wrote^  by  the  light  of 
the  dark  lantern,  as  the  soldier  prescribed  to  him. 

'*  And  now,  Ranald,"  said  DaUetty,  "  strip  thy 
upper  garment— thyplaid  I  mean,  Ranald,  and  in  it 
win  I  mufite  the  M'Callum  More,  and  make  of  him, 
for  a  time,  a  Child  of  the  Mist ;— Nay,  I  must  bring  it 
over  your  head,  my  lord,  so  as  to  secure  us  a^nst 
your  mistimed  clamour.— So,  now  he  is  sufficiently 
muffled:— hold  down  your  hands,  or,  by  Heaven,  I 
will  stab  you  to  the  heart  with  your  own  dagger  !— 
nay,  you  shall  be  bound  with  nothing  less  than  silk, 
as  your  quality  deserves.- So,  now  he  is  secnn  till 
some  one  comes  to  relieve  him.  If  be  ordered  us  a 
late  dinner,  Ranald,  he  is  like  to  be  the  sufierer:— 
at  what  hour,  my  good  Ranald,  did  the  jailer  usually 
appear  1" 

Never  tOl  the  sun  was  beneath  the  western  wave," 
said  MacEagh. 

*'  Then,  my  friend,  we  shall  have  three  hours  good," 
•aid  the  cautious  Captain.  '*  In  the  mean  time,  let 
us  labour  for  your  Uberation." 
.  To  examine  Ranald's  chain  was  the  next  occupa- 
tion. It  was  undone  by  means  of  one  of  the  keva 
which  hung  behind  the  private  door,  probably  de- 
posited there,  that  the  Marquis  might,  if  he  pleased, 
dismiss  a  prisoner,  or  remove  him  elsewhere  without 
the  necessity  of  summonmg  the  warden.    The  out- 


law stretched  his  benumbed  arms,  and  bounded  from 
the  floor  of  the  dungeon  in  all  the  ecstacy  of  recover- 
ed fireedom. 

"  Take  the  livery-coat  of  that  noble  prisoner,"  iskl 
Captain  Dalgetty ;  "  put  it  on,  and  follow  close  at  mj 
beds." 

The  outlaw  obeyed.  They  ascended  the  private 
stair,  having  first  secured  the  door  behind  them,  and 
thus  safely  reached  the  apartment  of  the  Marquis.* 


CHAPTER    XIV. 

Tbit  wu  the  entrjr  then,  tbMe  staln-lyat  «mtth«r  after) 
Tet  he  that's  mire  to  perith  on  the  land 
Bfaj  quit  the  nicety  of  card  and  compaH, 
And  tnwt  the  open  lea  without  a  pilot 

Tragedf  ^  BrtmumU. 

"  Look  out  fbr  the  private  way  through  the  diap^ 
Ranald,"  said  the  Captain,  "  while  I  give  a  bastf  re- 
gard to  these  matters." 

Thus  speaking,  he  seized  with  one  hand  a  bundle 
of  Argyle's  most  private  papers,  and  with  the  other 
a  purse  of  gold,  both  of  which  lay  in  a  drawer  of  a 
rich  cabinet,  which  stood  invitinsly  open.  Neither 
did  he  neglect  to  possess  himself  of  a  sword  and 
pistols,  with  powder-flask  and  balls,  which  hung  in 
the  apartment.  "  Intelligenoe  and  booty."  saidtbe 
veteran,  as  he  pouched  the  spoils,  "each  honourable 
cavalier  should  look  to.  the  one  on  his  general's  be- 
half and  the  other  on  his  own.  This  sword  is  ,ao 
Andfrew  Ferrara,  and  the  pistols  better  than  mme 
own.  But  a  fair  exchange  is  no  robbery.  SoIdadoB 
are  not  to  be  endangered,  and  endangered  gratui- 
tously, my  Lord  of  Argyle.— But  soft,  soft,  Ranald ; 
wise  Man  of  the  Mist  whither  art  thou  botmd  ?" 

trooeed- 


caught  down  a  sword  and  target,  and  was  about  to 
enter  the  great  gallery,  with  the  purpose,  doubtless, 


perdue, 

bar  we  this  door,  that  it  may  be  thought  M'Callun) 
More  would  be  private— and  now  let  me  make  a  re- 
connoissanoe  for  the  private  pasaafiia" 

By  looking  behind  the  tapestry  m  various  placea. 
the  Captain  at  length  discovered  a  private  door,  and 
behind  that  a  winding  passage,  terminated  by  anothei 
door,  which  doubtless  entered  the  chapeL  But  whai 
was  his  disagreeable  surprise  to  hear,  on  the  otbei 
side  of  this  second  door,  the  sonorous  voice  of  a  di 
vine  in  the  act  of  preaching. 

"  This  made  the  villain,'n)e  said,  **  recommend  thit 
to  us  as  a  private  passage.  I  am  strongly  tempted  u 
return  ana  cut  his  throat." 

He  then  opened  very  gently  the  door,  which  let 
into  a  latticed  galleiv  used  by  the  Marquis  himsdl 
the  curtains  of  which  were  drawn,  perhaps  vrith  th 
purpose  of  having  it  supposed  that  he  was  engage 
in  attendance  upon  divine  worship,  when,  in  fact,  h 
was  absent  upon  his  secular  aflfairs.  'Hiere  was  n 
other  person  m  the  seat :  for  the  family  of  the  Mai 
auis,— such  was  the  hi^  state  maintained  in  thoc 
days,— sate  during  service  in  another  gallery,  place 
somewhat  lower  than  that  of  the  great  man  nimsel 
This  bein^  the  case.  Captain  Dalgetty  ventured  t 
ensconce  himself  in  the  gallery,  of  vvhicn  he  careful! 
secured  the  door. 

Never  (although  the  expression  bo  a  bold  one)  wf 
a  sermon  listened  to  with  more  impatience,  and  lef 
edification,  on  the  part  of  one,  at  least,  of  the  aod 
ence.  The  Captam  heard  nxtemthfy—Meventeenti 
If—eirhieenthiif,  and  to  ctmclude^  with  a  sort  of  fee 
ing  like  protracted  despair.    But  no  man  can  lectui 

*  The  precarious  state  of  the  ftadal  ooblea  Introdooed  a  irc 
dfal  of  espiooafle  into  thak  eaatlea,  Bir  Robart  Caray  mentio 
his  haTinr  put  on  the  oloak  of  one  of  his  own  Iranians  to  c 
tain  a  confession  ftom  the  mouth  ofGeordie  Bouroe.  his  pnaoa 
whom  he  caused  presonttr  to  be  hanted  hi  tvtum  for  the  ttv 
oess  of  hi«  coromunieotio*.  The  fine  old  Border  caatle  of  1 
worth  contains  a  private  stair  ttam  the  apaotmeut  of  the  Xjt 
William  Howard,  bv  whir.h  he  could  risit  ttie  dant*on,  ai 
allefed  in  the  precudinf  chapter  to  have  bc«ii  ptartiaed  bv 
Marquis  of  Arfrle. 


CmAf,  xnr.] 


A  LEGEND  OF  MONTROSE 


41 


Ubr  die  Mniee  was  called  a  lactuve)  for  ever ;  and 
the  diacoiiraa  was  at  lenstfa  doeed,  the  clergyman 
not  failing  Id  make  a  proioand  bow  towards  the  lat- 
ticed gaHery,  little  saapecting  whom  he  honoived  by 
thmt  rerenooe.  To  judge  from  the  haste  with  which 
they  diiiwBed,  the  domestics  of  the  Marquis  were 
•caroe  iBore  pleased  with  their  late  occupation  than 
the  aaxioas  CaDtain  Dalgetty ;  indeed,  many  of  them 
Higfalannmen,  had  the  excuse  of  not  under- 
ng  a  single  word,  which  the  clergyman  spoke, 
although  they  gave  their  attendance  on  his  doctrine 
bf  the  special  order  of  M*Callum  Mora  and  would 
have  done  ao  had  the  preacher  been  a  Turkish  Imaum. 
Bat  alrtKwigfa  the  congregation  dispersed  thus  ra- 
pidhr^  the  divine  remained  behind  m  me  chapel,  and, 
wilkmg  op  mnd  down  its  Gothic  precincts,  seemed 
oihv  to  be  meditating  on  what  he  had  just  been  de- 
imnog,  or  preparing  a  fresh  discourse  for  the  next 


wery 


escape 


boag  dmsanrered  by  the  jailer  visiting  the  dungeon 
perhaps  before  his  wonted  time,  and  cuscovering  the 
which  had  been  made  there.  At  length, 
g  Ranald,  who  watched  all  his  motions,  to 
fcAow  him  and  preserve  his  countenance,  Captain 
with  a  very  composed  air,  descoiaed  a 
steps  whidi  led  from  the  gallery  into  the 
of  the  chapeL  A  less  experienced  adventurer 
voohl  have  endeavoored  to  pass  the  worthy  clergry- 
npidly,  in  hopes  to  escape  unnoticed.    But  tne 


.  ain,  who  foreaaw  the  manifest  danger  of  failiiig 
m  aach  an  attempt,  walked  gravely  to  meet  the  di- 
nae  i^oa  his  walk  in  the  midst  of  the  chancel,  and 
paffisx  off  his  capiwas  about  to  j^ass  him  alter  a 
uraul  reverence.  But  what  was  his  suiprise  to  view 
ns  the  preadier  the  very  same  person  with  whom  he 
had  ifined  in  the  castle  of  Ardenvohr !  Yet  he  speed- 
ily recovered  hia  composure;  and  ere  the  clergyman 
Id  speak«  waa  the  first  to  address  him.  **  I  could 
,**  he  said,  "  leave  this  mansion  without  bequeath- 

.  to  yoo,  my  very  reverend  air,  my  humble  thanks 
for  the  homily  with  which  you  have  this  evening  fa- 


I  did  not  observe,  sir,"  said  the  deigyman,  "that 
fom  were  in  the  chapel." 

**  It  pleased  the  honourable  Manpiis,"  said  Dalget- 
ty, nodestly.  "  to  grace  me  with  a  seat  in  his  own 
nJlery  "  The  divine  bowed  low  at  this  intimation. 
uMWug  that  such  an  honour  was  only  vouchsafed 
to  persqas  of  very  high  rank.  "  It  has  been  my  fate, 
mr*  said  the  Caotain.  "  in  the  sort  of  wandering  life 
vhkh  I  have  lea,  to  have  heard  different  preachers 
if  diliennt  religions— aa  for  example,  Lutheran, 
Ens^plicaL  Reformed,  Calvin  istical,  and  ao  forth, 
but  never    nave  I  listened  to  such  a  homily  as 


"CaB  it  a  lecture,  worthy  sir,"  said  the  divine, 
"  watk  is  the  phrase  of  our  church." 

*  lactone  or  homily,"  said  Daketty,  "it  waa,  as 
im  Kgh  Germans  aay,  g^anz  forirt  JUdi ;  and  I 
<saii  not  leave  this  place  without  testifymg  unto  you 
what  invrard  emotions  I  have  undergone  durmg 
yosr  edi^ring  prelection ;  and  how  I  am  touched  to 
the  piiir,  iSaX  I  should  yesterday,  during  the  refec- 
tioo,  have  seemed  to  infringe  on  the  respect  due  to 
•■eh  a  person  as  yourself." 

"Alas!  my  worthy  sir,"  said  the  clergymaiL  "we 
neet  in  this  world  as  in  the  Valley  of  the  Shadow  of 
Death,  mo\  knowing  against  whom  we  may  chance 
to  cneoonter.  In  truth,  it  is  no  matter  of  marvel,  if 
«e  aowcfimcn  jostle  those,  to  vrhom,  if  known,  we 
wodd  yield  all  respect  Surely^  sir,  I  would  rather 
fecve  taken  yoo  for  a  profone  malignant  than  for  such 
\  devoat  person  as  you  prove,  who  reverences  the 
rest  Ma»ter  even  in  the  meanest  of  his  servants." 

**  It  is  always  my  custom  to  do  so^  learned  sir," 
laswistd  Dalgetty,  '*  for  in  the  service  of  the  im- 
■anal  Gostavus  hot  I  detain  yon  from  your  medi- 
'aiioos,"— his  desire  to  speak  ot  the  King  of  Sweden 
^aogfbr  once  oveipowered  by  the  necessity  of  his 


'  By  no  means,  my  worthy  sir,"  said  the  clergy- 
■aa.  **  What  wss,  I  pray  you,  the  order  of  that  great 


Prince,  whose  memory  is  so  dear  to  every  Protestant 
bosom  7" 

"  Sir,  the  drums  beat  to  prayers  morning  and  even- 
ing, as  regularly  aa  for  parade ;  and  if  a  aoklier  pasasd 
without  saluting  the  chaplain,  he  had  an  hours  ride 
on  the  wooden  mare  for  his  pains.  Sir,  I  wish  you 
a  very  good  evening— I  am  obliged  to  depart  the 
castle  under  M*Callum  Mora's  passport" 

"  Stay  one  instant,  sir,"  said  the  preacher ;  "  is 
there  nothing  I  can  do  to  testify  my  respect  for  the 
pupil  of  the  great  Gustavus,  and  so  admirable  a  jndge 
of  jpreaching  V* 

"Nothing,  sir,"  said  the  Captain, "  but  to  show  me 
the  nearest  way  to  the  gate-Tand  if  you  would  have 
the  kindness.'^  he  added,  with  great  dSrontery,  "  to 
let  a  servant  bring  my  horae  with  hiro^  the  dark  grajr 
geldinx— call  him  Guatavus,  and  he  will  prick  up  hia 
ears— for  I  know  not  wh^  the  castle-stables  are 
situated,  and  my  guide,"  he  added,  looking  at  Ranald, 


speaka  no  Enguah." 
^Thas 


hasten  to  accommodate  youu"  said  the  clergy- 
man : "  your  way  lies  through  that  cloistered  passage." 

"  Now,  Heaven's  blessing  upon  your  vamty  V*  aaid 
the  Captain  to  himsel£  "  Iwas  afraid  I  would  have 
had  to  march  oflT  without  Guatavua." 

In  fact,  so  effectually  did  the  chaplain  exert  himaelf 
in  behalf  of  so  excellent  a  judge  ot  composition,  that 
while  Dalgetty  was  parieymg  with  the  aentinels  at 
the  drawbridge,  showing  his  passport,  and  giving 
the  watchword,  a  servant  brought  him  his  norse 
ready  saddled  for  the  journey.  In  another  place,  the 
Captain's  sudden  app^ranoe  at  large  after  having 
been  publicly  sent  to  prison,  might  have  excited  sus- 
picion and  inquiry ;  but  the  officers  and  domeatica  of 
the  Marquis  were  accustomed  to  the  mysterious  policy 
of  their  maater,  and  never  supposed  aught  else  than 
that  he  had  been  liberated  ana  intrusted  with  some 
private  commission  by  their  master.  In  this  belief, 
and  having  received  the  parole,  they  gave  him  free 
passage. 

Dalgetty  rode  slowly  through  the  town  of  Inverary, 
the  outlaw  attending  upon  him  like  a  foot-page  at  hia 
horse's  shoulder.  As  they  passed  the  gibSeC  the  old 
man  looked  on  the  bodies  and  wrung  his  hands.  The 
jook  and  geature  were  momentary,  but  expreaaive  of 
iodescribable  anguish.  Instantly  recovering  himaelL 
Ranald,  in  passmg.  whispered  somewhat  to  one  of 
the  females,  who,  uke  Rizpah  the  daughter  of  Aiah, 
seemed  engaged  in  watchmg  and  mourning  the  vic- 
tims of  feudal  injustice  and  cruelty.  The  woman 
started  at  his  voice,  but  immediately  collected  herself^ 
and  returned  for  answer  a  slight  mdination  of  the 
head. 

Dalsetty  continued  his  way  out  of  the  town,  uncer- 
tain whether  he  should  try  to  seize  or  hire  a  boat  and 
cross  the  lake,  or  plunge  into  the  woods,  and  there 
conceal  himself  from  pursuit.  In  the  former  event 
he  was  liable  to  be  instantly  pursued  by  the  galleya 
of  the  Marqiiia,  which  lay  ready  for  sailing,  their  long 
yard-arms  pointing  to  the  wind,  and  whathope  could 
he  have  in  an  ordinary  Himland  fishins-Doat  to 
escape  from  them  7  If  he  made  the  latter  cEoicev  his 
chance  either  of  supporting  or  concealing  himself  in 
those  waste  and  uiiknown  vrilderoesses,  was  in  the 
highest  degree  precarious.  The  town  lay  now  behind 
him,  yet  what  hand  to  tura  to  for  aafety  he  was  un- 
able to  determine,  and  began  to  be  sensible,  that  in 
escaping  from  the  dungeon  at  Inverary,  desperate  as 
the  matter  seemed,  he  had  only  accompliiBhed  the 
easiest  part  of  a  dimcult  taak.  If  retaken,  his  fate 
was  now  certain;  for  the  personal  injury  he  had 
offered  to  a  man  so  powerfol  and  ao  vindictive,  could 
be  atoned  for  only  by  instant  death.  While  he  pon- 
dered these  distressing  reflections,  and  looked  aroimd 
with  a  countenance  which  plainly  expressed  indooi* 
sion,  Ranald  MacEagh  suddenly  asked  him,  "  which 
way  he  intended  to  journey  1" 

"^And  that,  honest  comrade"  answered  Dalgetty, 
"  ia  orecisely  the  queation  which  I  cannot  answer  you. 
Truly  I  begin  to  hold  the  opinion,  Ranald,  that  we 
had  oetter  nave  stuck  by  the  brown  loaf  and  water- 

Eitcher  until  Sir  Duncan  arrived,  who,  for  his  own 
onour,  must  have  made  some  fight  for  me." 
"Saxon,"  answered  MacEa^,  "do  not  regret 


43 


TALES  OF  MY  LANDLORD. 


[Chap.  XIV. 


having  exchanged  the  foul  breath  of  yonder  dungeon 
for  the  free  air  of  heaven.  Above  all,  repent  not  that 
you  have  served  a  Son  of  the  Mist.  Put  yourself 
under  my  guidance,  and  I  will  warrant  your  safety 
with  my  nead." 

**  Can  you  guide  me  safe  through  these  mountains, 
and  back  to  the  army  of  Montrose  1"  said  Dalgetty. 

**  I  can,"  answered  MacEag^ ;  "  there  lives  not  a 
man  to  whom  the  mountain  passes,  the  caverns,  the 
^ens,  the  thickets,  and  the  conries  are  known,  as 
tney  are  to  the  Children  of  the  Mist.  While  others 
crawl  on  the  level  ground,  by  the  sides  of  lakes  and 
streams^  ours  are  the  steep  houows  of  the  inaccessible 
mountains,  the  birth-place  of  the  desert  springs.  Not 
all  the  bloodhounds  ot  Argyle  can  trace  the  fastnesses 
through  which  I  ean  guideyou." 

**  Say*  St  thou  so,  honest  ItanaldT'  replied  Dalgetty; 
"  then  have  on  with  thee ;  for  of  a  surety  I  shall  never 
save  the  ship  by  my  own  pilotage." 

The  outlaw  accordingly  led  the  way  into  the  wood, 
by  which  the  castle  is  surrounded  for  several  miles, 
walking  with  so  much  dispatch  as  kept  Gustavus  at 
a  round  trot,  and  takingsuch  a  number  of  cross  cuts 
and  turns,  that  Captain  Dalgetty  speedi^  lost  all  idea 
where  he  might  be,  and  all  knowledge  of  the  points 
of  the  compass.  At  length,  the  path,  which  had  gra- 
dually become  more  difficuitjaltogether  ended  among 
thickets  and  underwood.  The  roaring  of  a  torrent 
was  heard  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  ground  became 
in  some  nlaces  broken,  in  others  boggy,  and  every 
when  unnt  for  riding. 

"What  the  foul  fiend,"  said  Dalgetty,  "is  to  be 
done  here?    I  must  part  with  Ghistavus,  I  fear." 

"  Take  no  care  for  your  horse,"  said  the  outlaw ; 
"  he  shall  soon  be  restored  to  you." 

As  he  spoke,  he  whistled  in  a  low  tone,  and  a  lad, 
half  dressed  in  tartan,  half  naked,  having  only  his 
own  shajggy  hair,  tied  with  a  thong  of  leath^,  to 
protect  hisnead  and  face  from  sun  and  weather,  lean, 
and  half-starved  in  aspect,  his  wild  gray  eyes  appear- 
ing to  fill  up  ten  times  the  proportion  usuail)r  allotted 
to  them  in  the  human  face,  crept  out,  as  a  wild  beast 
might  have  done,  fix>m  a  thicket  of  brambles  and 
briars. 

*'  Give  your  horse  to  the  gillie,,"  said  Ranald  Mac- 
Eagh ;  "  yoiur  life  denends  upon  it" 

Och!  och!"  exclaimed  the  despairing  veteran; 
"Eheu!  as  we  used  to  say  at  Mareschal-College, 
must  I  leave  Gustavus  in  such  grooming?" 

"  Are  you  frantic,  to  lose  time  thus  ?"  said  his 
guide:  "do  we  stand  on  friend's  ground,  that  you 
ahould  part  with  your  horse  as  if  he  were  your  bro- 
ther? I  tell  you,  you  shall  have  him  agam:  but  if 
you  never  saw  the  animalis  not  life  better  than  the 
best  colt  ever  mare  foaled?" 

** And diat  istrue  too,  mine  honest firiend,"  bighed 
Dalgetty :  "  yet  if  you  knew  but  the  value  of  Gmstavus, 
and  the  toiogs  we  two  have  dona  and  suffered  toge- 
ther—See, he  turns  back  to  look  at  me  l—Be  kind  to 
him,  my  good  breechleas  friend,  and  I  will  requite 
you  w^"^  So  saying,  and  withal  sniffling  a  Tittle 
to  swallow  his  griet  he  turned  from  ^e  heart-rending 
qiectacle  in  order  to  follow  his  guide. 

To  follow  his  guide  was  no  easy  matter,  and  soon 
required  more  agility  than  Captain  Dalgetty  could 
master.  The  very  first  nlunge  after  he  had  parted 
from  his  charger,  carriea  him.  with  little  assistance 
from  a  few  overhanmng  boughs,  or  projecting  roots 
of  trees,  eight  foot  sheer  down  into  the  course  of  a 
torrent,  up  which  the  Son  of  the  Mist  led  the  way. 
Huee  stones,  over  which  they  scrambled,— thickeu 
of  thorn  and  brambles,  through  which  they  had  to 
drag  themselves,-7-rockjB  which  were  to  be  climbed 
on  the  one  ode  with  much  labour  and  pain,  for  the 
purpose  of  an  equally  precarious  descent  upon  the 
other  t  all  thes&  and  many  such  interruptions,  were 
surmounted  by  the  light-footed  and  half-naked  moun- 
taineer, with  an  ease  and  vdocity  which  excited  the 
surprise  and  envy  of  Captain  Dalgetty,  who,  encum- 
bered by  his  head-piece,  corslet,  and  other  armour, 
not  to  mention  his  ponderous  jack-boots,  found  him- 
self at  length  so  much  exhausted  by  fatigue,  and  the 
difficulties  of  the  road,  that  he  sate  down  upon  a  stone 
in  order  to  recover  his  breath,  while  he  explained  to 


Ranald  MacEag^  the  diflference  betwixt  travelling 
txptdUus  and  impedUus,  as  these  two  miktary  nhm- 
ses  were  understood  at  Mareschal-College,  Aberdeen. 
The  sole  answer  of  the  mountaineer  was  to  lay  his 
hand  on  the  soldier's  arm.  and  point  backward  in  the 
direction  of  the  wind.  Dalgetty  could  apy  nothing, 
for  evening  was  closing  fast  and  they  wSre  at  the 
bottom  of^a  dark  ravine.  But  at  length  he  could 
distinctly  hear  at  a  distance  the  sullen  toll  of  a  Urge 
beU. 

"  That,"  said  he,  "  must  be  the  alarm— the  storm- 
clock,  as  the  Germans  call  it" 

"  It  strikes  the  hour  of  your  death,"  answered  Ra- 
nald, "  unless  you  can  accompany  me  a  little  further. 
For  every  toll  of  that  bell  a  brave  man  has  yielded  up 
his  soul."  i 

"  Truly,  Ranald,  my  trusty  friend,"  said  Dalgetty, 
"  I  wiU  not  deny  that  the  case  maybe  soon  my  own ; 
for  I  am  so  forfoughen,  (being,  as  I  explained  to  you, 
impeditua^  for  had  I  been  expeditusy  I  mind  not  pe- 
destrian exercise  the  flourish  of  a  ftfe.)  that  I  think  I 
had  better  ensconce  myself  in  one  or  these  bushes, 
and  even  lie  quiet  there  to  abide  what  fortune  Goa 
shall  send  me.  I  entreat  you.  mine  honest  friend  Ra- 
nald, to  shift  for  yourself^  and  leave  me  to  my  fortune, 
as  the  Lion  of  tne  North,  the  immortal  Uustavus 
Adolphus,  my  never-to-be-forgotten  master,  (whom 
you  must  surely  have  heard  ot  Ranald,  though  you 
may  have  heard  of  no  one  els&)  said  to  Francis  Al- 
bert, Duke  of  Saxe-Lauenburgh,  when  he  was  mor- 
tally wounded  on  the  plains  of  Lutzen.,  Neither 
despair  altogether  of  my  safety.  Ranald,  seeing  I  have 
been  in  as  great  pinches  as  this  in  Germany — more 
especially,  I  remember  me,  that  at  the  fatal  battle  of 
Nerlingen—after  which  I  chang.ed  service" 

"  If  you  would  save  your  father's  son's  breath  to 
help  his  child  out  of  trouble,  instead  of  wasting  it 
upon  the  tales  of  Seannachies,"  said  Ranald,  who 
now  grew  impatient  of  the  Captain's  loquacity,  ^'  or  if 
yoirr  feet  could  travel  as  fast  as  your  tongue,  you  might 
yet  lay  your  head  on  an  unbloody  pillow  to-night" 

"  Something  there  is  like  military  skill  in  that," 
replied  the  Captain,  "  although  wantonly  and  irre- 
verently spoken  to  an  officer  of  rank.  But  I  hold  it 
good  to  pardon  such  freedoms  on  a  march,  in  respect 
of  the  Satumalian  license  indulged  in  such  cases  to 
the  troops  of  all  nations.  Ana  now,  resume  thine 
office,  friend  RanaM,  in  respect  I  am  well-breathed; 
or,  to  be  more  plain,  Ivrae^  seqaar^  as  wenaed  to  say 
at  Mareschal-College." 

Comprehending  his  meaning  rather  ^m  his  mo- 
tions than  his  language,  the  Son  of  the  Mist  again 
led  the  way,  with  an  unerring  precision  that  lo^ied 
like  instinct  through  a  variety  of  ground  the  most 
difficult  and  broken  that  could  well  be  imagined. 
Dragging  along  his  ponderous  boots,  encunalxared 
with  thigh-pieces,  gauntlets,  corslet,  and  back-piece, 
not  to  mention  the  ouff  jerkin  which  he  wore  under 
all  these  arms,  talking  of  his  former  exploits  the 
whole  way,  though  Ranald  paid  not  the  sughteat  at- 
tention to  him,  (Taptain  Dalgetty  contrived  to  follow 
his  guide  a  considerable  space  further,  when  the  deep- 
mouthed  baying  of  a  hound  was  heara  coining  down 
the  wind  as  if  openins  on  the  scent  of  its  prey. 

Black  hound,"  said  Ranald,  "  whose  throat  never 
boded  good  to  a  Child  of  the  Mist  ill  fortune  to  her 
who  littered  thee !  hast  thou  already  found  our  trace  ? 
But  thou  art  too  lata  swart  hound  of  darkness,  and 
the  deer  has  gained  the  herd." 

So  saying,  he  whistled  very  sofdy,  and  was  an 
swered  m  a  tone  equally  low  from  tne  top  of  a  pass, 
up  which  they  had  for  some  time  been  ascenoiiug. 
Mending  their  pace,  they  reached  the  top,  wheee  the 
moon,  which  had  now  risen  bright  and  dear,  showed 
to  Dalgetty  a  party  of  ten  or  twelve  Highlanders,  and 
about  as  many  women  and  children,  by  whom  Rsinald 
MacEagh  was  received  with  such  transports  of  joy, 
as  made  his  companion  easily  sensible  that  those  by 
whom  he  was  surrounded,  must  of  course  be  Child- 
ren of  the  Mist  The  place  which  they  occupied  well 
suited  the^r  nan^e  and  nabits.  It  was  a  beethns  cra^ 
round  which  winded  a  vary  narrow  and  broken  |bot> 
path,  oommanded  in  various  places  b?  the  position 
which  they  held. 
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Ranald  spoke  anzioinljr  and  hastily  to  the  children 
of  hifl  tribs^  and  the  men  came  one  by  one  to  shake 
hands  nfth  Dalsetty,  while  the  women,  clamorous 
in  their  gratitude^  pressed  round  to  kiss  even  the  hem 
of  his  garment. 

^Tbier  plight  their  faith  to  yon,"  said  Ranald 
MacStgh,  '*for  requital  of  the  good  deed  yon  have 
dons  to  the  tribe  this  day." 

"  £oongh  said,  Ranald*'  answered  the  soldia". 
**  enoogfa  said— teU  them  T  lote  not  this  shaking  of 
kands— it  conioaes  ranks  and  degrees  in  military  ser* 
yneei  and  aa  to  kiasatf  of  gamitlets,  puldrons,  and 
the  uke,  I  reoseraber  that  toe  immortal  GhiataTUs, 
mm  he  rode  throiuh  the  streets  of  Nuremberg,  being 
thna  wocihqiped  by  the  populace,  (being  doubtl»s 
far  more  worthy  of  it  than  a  poor  taongb  nonoorable 
caTalier  like  myself)  did  say  unto  them,  in  the  way 
of  reboke,  *  If  you  idoliie  me  thus  like  a  (god,  who 
shall  aasore  you  that  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  will 
cot  sooa  proTe  me  to  be  a  mortal  T— And  so  here,  I 
fluppoae,  you  intend  to  make  a  stand  against  your  fol- 
lowers, Ranald— aoto  a  Dio9^  as  the  Spaniard  says  7 
— a  very  pretty  position— as  pretty  a  position  for  a 
flnaU  peloton  of  men  as  I  have  seen  in  my  service— 
oo  enemy  oan  come  towards  it  by  the  road  without 
being  at  toe  mercy  of  cannon  and  musket— But  then, 
Ranald,  my  trosty  comrade,  you  have  no  cannon,  I 
dare  to  aver,  and  I  do  not  see  that  any  of  these  fel- 
lows hare  muskets  either.  So  with  what  artilleiy 
yaa  prapoee  making  good  the  pass,  before  you  come 
to  hand  blows,  truly,  Ranald,  it  passeth  my  appro- 


**  With  the  weapons  and  with  the  courage  of  our 
faibera,**  said  MacEagh :  and  made  the  Captain  ob- 
serve, that  the  men  of  his  party  weie  armed  with 
bows  •ltd  arrows. 

"Bows  and  airowsl'*  exclaimed  Dalgettv;  **hal 
ka !  ha !  have  we  Robin  Hood  and  Little  John  back 
again  1  Bows  and  arrows  I  why,  the  sight  has  not 
been  seen  in  dvilixed  war  for  a  hundred  years.  Bows 
nad  arrows!  and  why  not  weaTers'-beams,  as  in  the 
^■ysofOoliah?  Ah!  thatDogaklDalgetmofDrum- 
thwndMt,  should  live  to  see  men  fight  with  bows  and 
aiTWws  t— The  immortal  Gnstavus  would  never  have 
bebeved  it— nor  Wallensteitt— nor  Butler— nor  old 
TUVy.— Well,  Rsnald,  a  eat  can  have  but  its . claws— 
^Bce  bowt  ana  arrows  are  the  word,  e'en  let  us  make 
the  bot^  it.  Only,  as  I  do  not  understand  the  scope 
and  ranpe  of  such  old-fasnioned  artillery,  you  must 
make  the  beat  disposition  you  oan  out  of  your  own 
head ;  fttr  mf  taking  the  command,  whilk  I  would 
h«te  ^>^7  done  had  you  been  to  fight  with  any 
OhmciaTweaDons,  is  out  of  the  question,  when  you 
are  to  oonbat  like  quivered  Numidians.  I  will,  how- 
erar,  play  my  part  with  my  pistols  in  the  approach- 
ing mduft  in  respect  my  carabine  unhappily  rematns 
at  Onstacvui^s  saddle.— My  service  and  thanks  to 
you,"  ha  continued,  addressing  a  mountaineer  who 
ofletad  him  a  bowf  "Duoald  Daligetty  may  say  of 
hinMeii;  as  he  lesmed  at  Maresehal-CoUsge, 

Ifoa  «tet  if  tnri  jaevlit,  neqne  area, 
ICm  ^neoitto  gnvid«  Mfittis, 

FatM.  fMietia  { 

wUk  m  to  say"— - 

MacEagh  a  second  time  hnposed  silenee 


an  Am  talkative  eommaader  as  beforejby  pullina  his 
slesTf^  and  pointing  down  the  pass.  The  oay  of  the 
faloodnoond  waa  now  approaching  nearer  andnearer, 
and  they  eoold  hear  the  voioee  of  several  personr  who 
aeeoopanisd  the  animal,  and  hallooed  to  each  other 
aa  they  di^ersed  occasionally,  either  in  the  hurry  of 
their  adrsnce,  or  in  order  to  search  mora  accurately 
the  thickets  as  they  came  abng.  They  were  obvi- 
onaly  drawing  nearer  and  nearer  every  moment  Mac- 
EaA,  in  the  meantime,  proposed  to  Captain  Dalgetty 
to  dtseocumber  himself  of  nis  armour,  and  gave  mm 
to  nadentand  that  the  women  should  transport  it  to 
a  alaoe  of  aalisty. 

.  *icBave  your  pardon,  air,"  aaid  t>a^ty,  "  such  is 
■ot  the  rule  of  our  foreign  senrieei  m  respect  I  re- 
mexnher  the  regiment  of  Finland  cuirassiers  repri- 
nanded,  and  dieir  kettle-drums  taken  fW)m  them,  by 
the  immpr^  Gnstavus.  because  they  had  esaumed 
the  penniaaion  to  man»  without  their  corslets,  and 

a 


to  leave  thm  vnth  &e.  baggage.  19tiAm  did  they 
strike  kettle-drums  again  at  the  head  of  that  famous 
regiment  until  they  behaved  themselves  so  notably 
at  the  field  of  Letpsic ;  a  lesson  whilk  is  not  to  be 
forgotten,  any  more  than  that  exclamation  of  the  im- 
mortal Gustavus,  'Now  shall  T  know  if  my  officers 
love  me,  by  their  putting  on  their  armour ;  mce,  if 
my  officers  are  slam,  who  shall  lead  my  soldiers  into 
victory  7'  Nevertheless,  friend  Ranald,  this  is  without 
pqudice  to  my  being  rid  of  these  somewhat  heavy 
.boots,  providing  I  can  obtain  any  other  succedaneum ; 
for  I  presume  not  to  say  that  mv  bare  soles  are  forti- 
fied so  as  to  endure  the  flints  and  thorns,  as  seems  to 
be  the  caae  with  your  foUowers." 

To  rid  the  Captain  of  his  cumbrous  greaves,  and 
case  his  feet  in  a  pair  of  brogues  made  out  of  deer- 
skin, which  a  Highlander  stnpp^  off  for  his  accom- 
modation, was  the  work  of  a  minute,  and  Dalgetty 
found  himaelf  much  lightened  by  the  exchange.  He 
was  in  the  act  of  recommending  to  RanaM  Mac- 
Eagh, to  send  two  or  three  of  his  followers  a  little 


lower  to  reconnoitre  tlie  pass,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
somewhat  to  extend  his  front,  placing  two  detached 
archers  at  each  flank  by  way  of  posts  of  obeervation, 
when  the  near  cry  of  the  hound  apprised  them  that 
the  pursuers  were  at  the  bottom  of  toe  pass.  All  waa 
then  dead  silence ;  for,  loquacious  as  he  was  on  other 
occasions.  Captain  Dalgetty  knew  well  the  necessity 
of  an  ambush  keepins  itself  under  covert. 

The  moon  gleamed  on  the  broken  path-way,  and 
on  the  projecting  clifTs  of  rock  round  which  it  winded, 
its  light  intercepted  here  and  there  by  the  branches  of 
bushee  and  dwarf-trees,  which,  findmg  nouria^ment 
hi  the  crevices  of  the  rodcs,  in  some  places  oversha- 
dowed the  brow  and  l^ge  of  the  precipice.  Below,  a 
thick  copse- wood  lay  m  deep  and  dark  ^adow,  some- 
what resembling  the  biHows  of  a  half-seen  ocean. 
From  the  bosom  of  that  darkness,  and  ck>se  to  the  * 
bottom  of  the  precipice,  the  hound  was  heard  at  in- 
tervals baying  fearnilly,  sounds  which  were  redoubled 
by  the  echoes  of  the  woods  and  rocks  around.  At  in- 
tervals, these  sunk  into  deep  silence,  interrupted  only 
by  the  plashing  noise  of  a  small  runnel  of  water, 
which  partly  fell  from  the  rock,  partly  found  a  more 
silent  passage  to  the  bottom  along  ita  projecting  sur- 
tace.  Voices  of  men  were  also  heard  in  stiflea  con- 
verse below ;  it  seemed  as  if  the  pursuers  had  not  dis- 
covered the  narrow  path  which  led  to  the  top  of  the 
rock,  or  that,  having  discovered  it,  the  DerQ  of  the 
ascent,  joined  to  the  imperfect  ligm,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty whether  it  might  not  be  defended,  made  them 
heaitate  to  attempt  it 

At  length  a  shadowy  figure  was  seen,  which  raised 
itself  up  ttom  the  abyss  of  darknesa  below,  and, 
emermng  into  the  pale  moonlight,  began  cautiously 
and  slowly  to  ascend  the  rocky  path.  The  outlino 
was  so  distinctly  marked,  that  Captain  Dalgetw  eould 
discover  not  onlv  the  person  of  a  Highlanoer,  out  the 
long  gun  which  he  carried  in  his  hand,  and  the  plume 
of  feathers  which  decorated  his  bonnet  "  Tausend 
te{fUn!  that  I  should  say  so,  and  so  like  to  be  near 
my  latter  end !"  ejaculated  the  Captain,  but  under  bia 
breath,  "what  will  become  of  us,  now  they  have 
brought  muaketry  to  encounter  our  arehers?^ 

But  lust  as  the  pursuer  had  atuined  a  projecting 
piece  ot  rook  about  half  way  up  the  ascent,  and,  pau- 
sing, mads  a  signal  for  those  who  were  still  at  the 
bottom  to  follow  him.  an  arrow  whistled  from  the 
bow  of  one  of  the  Children  of  the  Mist,  and  transfixed 
him  with  so  fatal  a  wound,  that,  without  a  sinale  ef- 
fort to  save  himaeli;  helosthis  balance,  and  lellnead- 
long  from  the  cliflfon  which  he  stood,  into  the  dark- 
ness bebw.  The  crash  of  the  boughs  which  received 
him,  and  the  heavy  sound  of  his  fall  from  th«ice  to 
the  ground,  was  followed  by  a  cry  of  horror  and  sur- 
prise, which  burst  from  his  foilowers.  The  Children 
of  the  Mist,  eneouraged  in  proportion  tO  the  alarm 
thia  first  success  had  caused  among  the  pursuers, 
echoed  back  the  clamour  with  a  loud  and  shrill  yell 
of  exultation^  and,  ahowing  themselves  on  the  brow 
of  the  precipice,  with  wild  cries  and  vindictive  ges* 
turea,  endeavoured  to  impress  on  their  enemies  a 
sense  at  once  of  their  eoorags,  their  numbers,  and 
their  state  of  ddEanoa,  Even  Captain  Dalgotty'a  ni 


^,  TALES  OP  MV  LANDLORD. 

Uury^ifudmce  dM  nol  prwent  bis  ruing  np.  sndMJl- 
ina  out  W  Rsnslil,  more  loud  Uun  pradenca  w»miol- 
ed:"Co7T)«o,coBui4>,a»lhe  Sp«iiiBKl»»iiiI  The 
loDK  bow  foi  ever !  In  my  poor  appreheneion  now, 
wSre^yoa  to  order  h  file  to  sdvanai  «nd  lake  P0«- 

'"''''lie'sBesonich  I"  cried  ■  voice,  from  bflOMith, 
"[n«k  (haSMienachBidiBr."  ' " 


[CHil-XV- 


.  .  _»  the  glitter  of  hia 
DrMBViBie.  Jii  u™  =~.™  -me  ibrae  munltetB  wae 
d!^i^  !  and  while  one  baU  ratUBl  aeainel.the 
coi^l  of  proof,  10  the  Bttenph  ofwluch^ 


p«, . -„.u.-,  -  WM  pwpwir  i«in«d  Ali>wr,  or  AIm- 
■Ddet  H'DonnelLbT  birth  >  Scottub  iBleemln,  and 
relaled  to  the  Mof  Antrim,  to  whoB  palronweha 
owed  iba  commuid  auigned  hiai  in  the  Inah  Ikkm. 
Id  niuiyreapecu  he  meriled  inie  diatinction.  H« 
WM  brave  to  inlrepidilT,  uid  tlmoat  to  iDKQBibilit)' t 
ntry  etiong  uid  iciivs  m  pemn,  compleldr  mMt«r 
of  hia  WMipona,  and  alwajfi  r«idy  to  show  the  ^am* 
pie  in  the  eiireiniTyof  dsoger.   To  connleifaalBDea 


,.. ,     '.X 

iperienced  in  militarr  tactica.  i 
prMumpluouidiroosiiion,  which  olten  loit  lo  bjob- 
tioMthetrnitBof  Colkino'egallanlry.    Yet  such  is 

.._.! J  Qf  outward  personal  qualilies  la 

. people,  ihal  the  feats  of  atreoph 

■hown  by  this  champion,  seem  (o  haio 
made  >  BtroDg(9  impnBiioD  upon  iha  mmdB  of  tba 
HiBhluKlm[thiii the  miliUir ekiU  and  chivilrow 
•puil  of  the  BWt  MnqoU  of  Jjtonlnwa  Numo- 
loua  tnditioEB  irt.MiU  mowmd  m  the  Hi^lmnd 
glenieoncenuDBAlisterM'DonoeU,  tfaourii  lbs  name 
of  Montrose  is  rarely  mealumsd  unottg  ihem. 
~ie  poinl  upon  wbid)  Honlioae  Anally  aaasmUed 
lilfle  »nni,  w«»  in  Slratheam,  on  the  v«go  ot 
tbfl  Highlands  of  Perthahim  so  sa  to  manice  Ulo 
piincipB  Iowa  of  that  county.        ,  ,     , . 

His  anemiw  were  not  unpirasred  for  hi*  raeeplwm. 
Argyle,  al  ihe  head  of  bis  B«hlind«ts,  was  doggins 
.L- l.,L_  ^r  .k„  ip^oi.  f».nA  ii{t,  west  to  the  eui,  ana 
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Wi  miMt  now  leaTO,  with  whati,.^  ..„ — ,  — . 
Tslianl  Csplaia  Dslmtn,  to  recoTarof  his  wounds 
oroihsr«issBsfilesbtUdel«imiD&  m  orda  " 
to  trace  iha  militsry  opentioo*  of  Hantnise,  * 
as  they  are  of  a  non  important  Bag*  and  a  betwt 
biatoriaa.  By  the  assiKance  of  the  ctuaftuns  whmn 
WB  btTB  commerooraied,  and  more  fmciallr  by  ihe 
tancrion  of  lbs  Muirays,  Stewarts,  and  other  clsns 
of  Athole,  which  wire  peculiarly  Kslous  m  Ihe  royal 
..=■ mbled  an  army  c' ■— 


r  Colkitto.  This  list  leadar, 
'isTra»menl  of  Hilton's  com- 
notated  in  one  of  that  great 


had  coUooted  si , 

..„,u.,  >_.^^.^...  - p..™  bitile  to  thai  under 

Moptroae.    The  Lowlaads  were  also  preiwied,  for 


0  have  aiTBi 
Lowlaads  n 


seven  thousand  cavalry,  whicji  pi 
title  of  God's  army,  had  been  hsbLui  u~uii>m  uviu 
Ihe  shires  of  Fii^  Angus,  Psrtb,  Stirling,  and  tha 
neighbouring  coontiea.  A  much  less  fores  in  fanner 
limeaiDByieven  in  lbs  preceding  reign,  would  have 
beui  sufficient  to  have  secured  the  Lowland*  against 
a  more  formidable  deecent  of  Higblandera,  than 
those  aoited  onder  Montrose  i  but  time*  bad  changed 
strangely  within  Ihe  last  balf  century.  Before  that 
period,  the  Lowlanders  were  as  eonslanlly  engaged 
in  wsr  as  tbs  moantaineeia,  and  were  inoonnnrablw 
better  diidpliaed  and  smud.  TbefavounleScottiali 
order  of  bilde  somewhat  resembled  the  Macedonian 
phalanx.  Tbmr  inbotiy  ibrmed  a  oompacl  bodjr, 
aimed  with  long  spsars,  impenetrable  evto  to  tSa 
gj  tbeage,  ibough  well  moDotad,  and 


by  the  disordsiriy  charge  of  Hif^and  lofantty  anped 
forcloeeeembai  only,  with  swords,  and  ill  fumishad 
with   missile  wespona,   end   having   no  aniliar 

This  habit  of  Sght  «ru  in  a  great  mcssuie  chuiged 
by  the  introduction  of  muskels  into  the  Scottish  Low- 
land service,  which,  not  beios  as  yet  combined  with 
ibe  bayonet,  waa  a  formidable  weapon  at  a  distaac& 
but  gave  no  aaaunnce  amiiut  Ihe  enemy  who  ruabed 
on  to  dose  qaarters.  The  pike,  indeed,  .was  not 
wholly  disused  in  the  Scottish  simy ;  but  II  waa  no 
longer  the  favourite  weapon,  nor  was  it  relied  upon 
as  formerly  by  those  in  whose  hands  il  was  jAa^a  t 
insomuch  that  Dsnisl  LuptoD,  a  laclieian  of  the  day, 
has  written  a  book  expressly  upon  Ihe  siqienonty  of 
the  musket.    This  change  commenced  ss  esriy  as 

the  warsofGuslaTua  Adolphua,  w'- 

made  with  such  rapidity,  that  the : 

-^._ _^ -"!»ijiti'r^j»RMS 

tlti  Ciill  Wai  had  n^ShuUiu  10  EsflM  Mii ;~ 
whiiiHbvM.HAtbaaOontas, 

Tli«e  niHHl  BiiiHI  (d  ear  lik*  nsalM  (nw  dMk, 
That  would  hatfl  idtds  Ovmluisii  Man  aad  fsiv- 

r  lappflsa."  ivrt  Birhoip  Hawton, "  ibat  ihass  weaa 

..lull  UDM  is  tveeSl, 

.llaWKOMarttiaApas- 

_„,.  t,-  -»„  of  ColkUUHflTDeBiKlI,  (bMk 
SI  pstenj  ess  ot  iia  liiMnKtsiasiiia. 
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Anwn  mit  m  hia  »tm%  tod  mebtiHeil  fbi  G»- 
inm.  A  oiatiiiMaDoa  wueh  nscenaw  ■atsompi- 
aicd  thn  dtuas,  u  wall  u  ibe  eMBbJuhment  of 
(UndiiigmiMi^  whcMbjr  w>r  bseaoH  ■  Ind&  wai 
A>  mtntlDclion  of  a  Uboiioai  and  complieaud  tjt- 
tem^diM^itinB,  eomhining  a  vuMty  at  wonbot 
iMnuiaJ  with  carrawwDding  opennol 
Dcnmo,  tk«  afglwr  <»  any  one  of  whi 
u  ibow  tb«  wbi^  ■  '  "        "" 


A  LEOEND  OF  HONIBOSE.    •  u 

of  aiiilkry  ind  uvalcr,  [hat  HontroM  eneomuted 
WBinine 


_  r D >*  '>'  Europe,  tud  ai- 

MatdnDch  moM  than  IbntiMrir  the  chaiacMof  a 
tnfalua  or  mrnerr,  to  irhlcfa  prarioui  pcaclica  and 
tiperian  «m  iniliiiiBDaaUB  nqoiiiui.  Sodiirnt 
tbeaitml  comcqucoce  of  Maading  annia^  whioh 
bid  ihaoM  mrj  when,  and  pirticiiTarir  in  the  long 
Occmtn  WM*,  aupciaBikd  irbat  may  t>e  called  tbe 
nitnnl  dadpliiM  of  the  faodal  miliiir 


r^dkd  Ibe  unpetooua  ■bibdIu  of  the  mouataineer: 
aad  Avr  wen  nbjecud  to  a  new  and  complicated 
■pnca  of  diedplint  well  adapted,  perfaipa,  (otheiue 
Dfragolit  miDpa,  who  could  be  itiideru  complald]' 
UBUri  of  it,  but  toidiiig  only  to  confon  the  tanu 
<fa(tMinldien,b7  whom  it  waaratetfpraeiiNd, 
md  impttfectiy  undeiftood.  So  moch  hai  oeeo  done 
ia  oo  own  lime  in  bringing  back  laclica  la  ihair  fliat 
maciiitei,  and  in  geuing  rid  of  the  pedantry  of  war, 
Un  it  ia  eeay  for  us  lo  eetimala  the  diaadTantaBae 
uia  which  a  half-trained  mihtia  iBbouted,  who 
Mn  tigght  lo  oonaider  aucceee  ai  depending  upon 
Iheir  enranng  with  predeKtn  a  ayalam  of  tacuca, 
lAidi  tbqr  probably  only  k>  br  compiebeaded  *■  to 
bd  <ni  wba  they  ware  wrong,  but  without  the 
P«nrcf|ietiii«  right  again.  Neither  can  it  be  de- 
uei  ihit  in  the  material  ptnnu  of  mthtary  habile 
■dwiriikev>irit,tbeLawtBlM«iartheeeTenle«i(h 
aMBiyhadaBnkfaibenaaih  Ibar  Highland  coun- 


la  probably  ecarce 
en  the  age  of  nx- 
illing  in  point  of 

of  a  Toyal  proda- 

le  in  ■iiteen  hun- 

M  ud  IgitT-fiin  as  •  hundred  years  before,  Irat  the 
m  itf  than  nbjgctod  lo  it  bad  been  bred  iqi  undo 
^  diffinot  feefiDge.  They  bad  sal  in  guiel  under 
itor  line  iQii  under  their  Sg-iree,  uid  a  call  to  battle 
larelral  a  chuge  of  life  aa  new  a»  il  waa  diaagreea- 
Ua  8«h  of  tbem,  also,  <Kho  lived  near  unto  the 
Hmki.nj^  ^fjf  iQ  continual  and  diaadTantageoua 
oauet  with  the  reallei*  iababitanl*  of  those  mouD- 
^t,  by  whom  thdr  cattle  were  driven  ofi,  their 
dwEJliui  pisndend,  and  thctr  pcnona  mralie^  and 
■lio  l«d  anoiTed  over  them  that  eoK  of  aupenonty 
■ning  Emm  i  constant  syalem  of  agpeaaion.  The 
Imrtmleri,  who  Uy  more  lemole,  anl  out  of  reach 
t*  ikxe  demdetiona,  were  influenced  by Jheeiag- 
midmnru  drcnlaled  concsnmg  the  Highland- 
n,  ibm  as  lotaU*  diffinng  in  Uwa,  language,  and 
ia».  An  were  induced  lo  nguA  la  a.  nalion  of 
■■nvanualbToidoffeaiandofhumBnUy.  Tbeee 
*>i>|>*>  mituiVeeiiiin.  joined  to  the  less  wailike 
!>^li*(theLowUndeta,,and  iheirimjwrfecltnpw. 
Ugegl  i^new  and  complicated  ayitem  of  discmlme 
fct  iriuEh  diey  had  exchanged  their  nsluial  mode  of 
Icbtiog,  placed  them  at  great  disadvaatage  when 
(WMdiolheHiifatandsrmlhefieldofhaltle.  The 
■Msiouaa,  on  the  oontraiy,  with  the  ejms  and 
emgeofthdr  fatbaw,  poinMid  also  their  aimple 
ad  BMnal  aysiem  of  tactici^  and  bote  down  with 


ilai«  they  had  bean  taudil  of  discipline  was,  like 
Rawi  irmoDT  upon  Dan^a  bindcrance  lalher  than 
>  Up,  "because  ibey  had  not  proved  il." 

It  m>  with  mdi  dieadTonlagee  on  the  one  aide, 
nri  nidi  Htvantages  on  the  atber,  to  couDterbalance 
ibadi&Koce  of  •uperior  numbeiainil  tli^ptn^ 


spoke  by  hia  mouth,  he  promieed  them^  iii> 
name,  that  dav,  ■  great  and  aaanred  victory.  The  ca- 
valty  and  artillery  were  also  reckoucdnire  warranleof 
,  aa  the  novel  n  of  that  at  tack  had  iqi 


d  ihe  horse  of  the  Covenanlera  to 


A  blttlsi  upon  whicb  so  much  depended,  w 

-»  more  eaeUy  decided.     Tlia  Lowland   c 

madeasbaworcliaiging:  but,  whether  thrown, in 


—  — „Jender>  whatever,  and  recoiled  in  iiaoidti 
bom  ranks  which  had  neither  bavancU  nor  pikei  to 
protect  them.  Hontroie  saw,  and  instantly  availed 
mmaelf  of  thia  advantage.  He  ordered  hie  wbole 
army  lo  charge,  which  they  performed  wilh  the  wild 
and  deverate  nlour  peculiar  to  mouniaiaeers.  Otie 
officer  of  ibe  Covenantera  alonek  trained  in  the  Ita- 
lian wars,  made  a  de^ieitle  defence  upon  the  right 
wiiu.  In  every  other  point  their  line  was  penetrated 
atlhefi i.i:--j 1.._.^ 


close  quarters  wilh  their  more  agile  and  athletic 
enenues.  Many  were  slain  on  the  field,  and  such  a 
number  in  the  pursuil,  that  above  one  third  of  the 
Covenanters  wsrs  refiorted  to  have  fallaa  i  in  which 
number,  however,  must  be  computed  a  great  many 
Jai  bnrgweee  wha  broke  their  wind  in  the  flight,  ana 
thus  died  without  elroke  of  eword.* 
""    victors  obtained  poaaeasion  of  Perth,  end  oh- 

coasideraUe  lums  of  money,  as  well  as  ample 

supplies  of  arms  and  ammunitioD.  But  those  ad- 
vanlBgea  were  to  be  balanced  against  sn  almost  in- 
surmoontable  inconvenience  ihet  uniformly  attended 
a  Highland  army.  Hie  clans  could  be  in  no  leepecl 
induced  to  oonaidsr  tbemoelvea  as  n«ular  soldiers,  or 
toact  assuch.  £ven  so  latsaslheyear  IT4S-S,wben 
the  Chevalier  Charles  Edward,  by  way  of  makmg  an 
eumpls,  caused  a  soldier  to  be  shot  (m  deeertion,  Ihs 
Higfalsndsrsi  who  composed  his  enuK.  were  aflectsd 
ss  much  by  indignation  sa  b,y  fesr.  They  could  not 
conceive  any  principle  of  justice  u^on  which  a  man's 
lifo  could  bo  taken,  for  mrady  gmog  home  vriien  it 
'""  ""'  ""'  ■"'"!}  to  remain  longer  with  tba  army. 

the  uniform  pncne*  of  Iheir  fathers. 

When  a  battle  wae  over,  the  campaign  was,  in  thHT 

'  n,  ended ;  if  it  was  lost,  they  sought  safety  in 
monotains— if  won,  tbey  returned   there  lo 

J  their  booty.    At  other  umea  they  had  their 

cattle  10  look  after,  and  Iheir  harveals  to  sow  or  rsap, 
without  which  thur  families  would  have  perished  lot 
wanL  In  eitbec  casct  there  was  sn  end  of  their  ser- 
vices  Ibrihe time;  snd  though  Ihev  were  eaBlyenou^ 
toipact  of  fresh  idventnre*  and  mora 
onwrlanity  of  snecsss  was,  in  tha 

, ,  jnd  could  not  aftowaids  be  recovered. 

I  OKtmisiance  teivee  to  show,  even  if  hisWry  bad 

jDade  us  acqusinled  with  the  aomefiun,  thai  the 

Highlanders  hsd  never  been  accusiomed  lo  msks  war 
with  the  view  of  permanent  conquest,  bat  only  with 
the  hope  of  derivmg  temporary  odvanlagc^  or  deciding 
eome  immediate  quarrel.  It  also  ezplams  the  teaaon 
why  Hontroae,  with  all  his  qileodid  auccesscs,  never 
_v 1 ure  or  peimsDen  I  footing  in  the  Low- 
even  those  Lowland  noblemen  and 
oenilemen,  who  vrers  inclined  lo  lbs  royal  eouae, 
showed  diffidence  and  reluctanca  to  join  an  armv  ot 
a  character  so  desultory  and  inegnlar,  aa  might  leu 
them  at  all  times  to  apprehend  Ihsl  the  Hi^anders, 
[  themsdve*  by  a  retreat  to  their  mooniaini^ 

UMM M Bitle  Oil wllwrjb; Wr a  A<tK dniii'a''*— 

AwlMin  nmr  «•••  bnitte  la  Ihe  fliiht,  lad  dM 

nilflW  •!^"~lf  Buau-tlnmi.  wl.II  Man.. 
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wotdd  tera  whfttew  LowUttdm  mii^t  hm  joined 
them  to  the  mercy  of  an  onended  and  predommant 
•nemy.  The  same  consideration  will  also  aerre  to 
account  for  the  sadden  marches  which  Montrose  was 
obliged  to  andertake,  in  order  to  recruit  his  army  in 
the  mountains,  and  for  the  rapid  changes  of  fortune, 
by  which  we  often  find  him  obliged  to  retreat  from 
before  those  enemies  over  whom  he  had  recently  been 
Tictorious.  If  there  should  be  any  who  read  these 
tales  for  any  further  purpose  than  that  of  immediate 
amusement,  they  will  find  these  remarks  not  unwor- 
thy of  their  recollection. 

It  was  owins  to  such  causes,  the  slackness  of  the 
Lowland  loyaiists,  and  the  temporary  desertion  of 
his  Highland  followers,  that  Montrose  found  himself; 
even  uter  the  decisive  victory  of  Tiopermuir,  in  no 
condition  to  face  the  second  army  with  which  Argvle 
advanced  upon  him  from  the  westward.  In  this 
emerg6ncy,BuppIyinsby  velocity  the  want  of  stren^, 
he  moved  suddenly  &om  Perth  to  Dundee,  and  being 
refused  admission  mto  that  town,  fell  northward  upon 
Aberdeen,  where  he  expected  to  be  jomed  by  the  Gor- 
dons and  other  loyalists.  But  the  zeal  of  these  gen- 
tlemen was,  for  the  time,  efTectually  bridled  by  a 
large  body  of  Clovenanters,  commanded  by  the  Lord 
Buneigh,  and  supposed  to  amount  to  three  thousand 
men.  These  Montrose  boldly  attacked  with  half 
their  number.  The  battle  was  fought  under  the  walls 
of  the  city,  and  the  resolute  valour  of  Montrose's 
fbllowers  was  again  successful  against  every  disad- 
vantage. 

But  It  was  the  fate  of  this  great  commander  always 
to  gain  the  glory,  but  seldom  to  reap  the  fiuits  of  vic- 
tory. He  had  scarcely  time  to  repose  his  small  army 
in  Aberdeen,  ere  he  found,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the 
Gordons  were  likely  to  be  deterred  from  joining  him, 
by  the  reasons  we  nave  mentioned,  .with  some  others 
peculiar  to  their  chief,  the  Marquis  of  Huntly;  on  the 
other  hand,  Aigyle,  whose  forces  had  been  augment- 
ed by  those  of  several  Lowland  noblemen,  advanced 
towards  Montrose  at  the  head  of  an  army  much  lar- 
ger than  he  had  yet  had  \o  cope  with.  These  troops 
moved,  indeed,  with  sloWneas,  corresponding  to  the 
cautious  character  of  their  commander:  but  even 
that  caution  rendered  Argyle's  approach  formidable, 
since  his  very  advance  implied,  that  he  was  at  the 
head  of  an  army  irresistibly  superior. 

Tliare  remained  one  mode  of^  retreat  open  to  Mon- 
trose, and  he  adopted  it  He  threw  himself  into  the 
Highlands,  where  he  could  set  pursuit  at  defiance, 
and  where  he  was  sure,  m  every  glen,  to  recover 
those  recruits  who  had  left  his  standard  to  deposit 
their  booty  in  their  native  fasmesses.  It  was  thus 
that  the  singular  character  of  the  army  miuch  Mon- 
trose commanded,  while,  on  the  one  hand,  it  rendered 
his  victorv  in  some  degree  nugatory,  enabled  him, 
on  the  other,  under  the  most  disadvantageous  cir- 
cumstances, to  secure  his  retreat  recruit  nis  forces, 
and  render  himself  more  formidable  than  ever  to  the 
enemy  before  whom  he  had  lately  been  unable  to 
make  a  stand. 

On  the  present  occasion  he  threw  himself  into  Ba- 
denocfa,  and  rapidly  traversing  that  district,  as  well 
as  the  neighbouring  country  of  A  thole,  he  alarmed 
the  Covenanters  by  successrre  attacks  upon  various 
nnexpected  points,  and  spread  such  general  dismay, 
that  repeated  orders  were  dispatched  by  the  Parlia- 
ment to  Argyle,  their  commander,  to  enfi^e,  and  dis- 
perse Montrose  at  all  rates. 

Hiese  commands  from  his  superiors  neither  suited 
the  haughty  spirit,  nor  the  temporiiing  and  cautious 
policy,  01  the  nobleman  to  whom  they  were  addressed. 
He  paid,  acconfingly,  no  regard  to  tnem,  but  limited 
his  efforts  to  intrigues  among  Montrose's  few  Low- 
land followers,  many  of  whom  had  become  disgusted 
vrith  the  prospect  of  a  Highland  campaign,  which  ex- 
posed their  persons  to  intolerable  fatigue,  and  left  their 
estates  at  the  Covenanters'  mercy.  Accordingly,  se- 
^^ral  of  them  left  Montrose's  camp  at  this  period. 
He  was  joined,  however,  by  a  bodv  of  forces  of  more 
opngemal  spint,  and  far  better  aaap,ted  to  the  aitua- 
tion  in  which  he  found  himself.  This  reinforcement 
pooaisted  of  a  large  body  of  Highlanders,  whom  Col- 
kitto,  diq>atohed  fbr  that  purpose,  had  levied  in  Ar- 
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gyleshire.  Araoiu|thenoradisttagmshsdwM  Joka 
or  Moidart,  caUsd  the  Captain  of  Clan  Ranald,  with 
the  Stewarts  of  Appin,  the  Clan  Gngor,  the  Cliia 
M'Nab,  and  other  tribes  of  infisnor  distineuon.  By 
these  means,  Montrose's  army  was  so  formidably  in- 
creased, that  Argyle  cared  no  longer  to  remam  m  the 
command  of  that  opposed  to  him,  but  returned  ta 
Edinburgh,  and  there  threw  up  hia  commission,  under 
pretence  that  his  army  was  not  supplied  with  Tpm- 
forcemenu  and  provisxms  in  the  manner  in  wmoh 
they  ought  to  have  been.  From  thence  the  Marqtuft 
rennrneoto  Inverary,  there,  in  full  security,  to  govern 
bis  feudal  vassala,  and  patriarchal  foUowera.  and  to 
repose  himself  in  safe^  on  the  faith  of  the  Clan  pro- 
verb already  quoted— '^It  it  a  for  cry  to  Locbow." 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

audi  SKMiBCaiM  ttMp,  Mdi  cmflV  Mill* 
Hi*  wmr  pn  o«e  tad*  eodoM  t 

The  oUt«r  tide,  great  frieiljr  |iUe 
Did  ftnoe  with  fennj  mire  and  mc 


Which  wbaa  the  ISeil  ondsntood, 

He  couDcil  cnred  of  c^taiu  tU, 
Who  bade  eet  forth  with  nouniAiI  mo6d, 

And  take  each  fortune  ae  wo«id  thlt 

MoiTTaoss  had  now  a  splendid  career  in  hit  ▼iew, 
provided  he  could  obtain  the  consent  of  hisjiallant, 
out  desultory  troops,  and  their  independent  chieftains. 
The  Lowlands  lay  open  before  him  without  an  army 
adequate  to  check  his  career;  for  Argyle's  followers 
had  left  the  Covenanters'  host  when  their  master 
threw  up  his  commission,  and  many  other  troops^ 
tired  of  the  war,  had  taken  the  same  opportunity  to 
disband  themselves.  By  descendinf  Strath-Tsy, 
therefore,  one  of  the  most  convenient  passes  from  the 
Highlands,  Montrose  had  only  to  present  himself  in 
the  Lowlands,  in  order  to  rouse  the  slQmbering  spirit 
of  chivahy  and  of  loyalty  which  animated  the  gentle- 
men to  the  north  of  the  Forth.  The  possession  of 
these  districts,  with  or  without  a  victoiy,  would  give 
him  the  command  of  a  wealthy  and  fertile  part  of  ths 
kingdom,  and  would  enable  him,  by  regular  pay,  to 
place  his  army  on«  more  permanent  footing,  to  pe- 
nethite  as  far  as  the  capital  perhaps  fh>m  thence  to 
the  Border,  where  he  deemed  it  possible  to  commoni- 
cate  with  the  yet  unsubdued  forces  of  King  Charles. 

Such  was  the  plan  of  operations  bv  which  the 
truest  g^ory  was  to  be  acqmred,  and  the  most  im- 
portant success  insured  for  the  royal  cause.  Accord- 
ingly it  did  not  escape  the  ambitions  and  daring  spirit 
ofnim  whose  services  had  already  acquired  him  the 
title  of  the  Gh-eat  Marquis.  But  other  motives  acta- 
ated  many  of  his  followers,  and  perhaps  were  not 
without  their  secret  and  unacknowledged  influenos 
upon  his  own  feelings. 

The  Western  Chiefs  in  Montrose's  army,  almost 
to  a  man,  regarded  the  Marouis  of  Argyle  as  the  most 
direct  and  tvoper  object  of  hostilities.  Almost  all  of 
them  had  felt  nis  power  i  almost  alL  m  withdrawing 
their  fencible  men  from  their  own  glens,  left  their  £a- 
mOies  and  property  exposed  to  hSm  vengeance ;  all, 
without  exception,  were  desirous  of  diminishing  his 
sovereignty :  and  most  of  them  lay  so  near  his  terri- 
tories, that  tney  might  reasonably  nope  to  be  gratified 
by  a  share  of  nis  spoil.  To  these  Cmefe  the  posses 
sion  of  Inverary  and  its  castle  was  an  event  infinitely 
more  important  and  desirable  than  the  capture  of 
Edinbur^li.  The  latter  event  could  only  afim  their 
clansmen  a  little  transitory  pay  or  plundfr;  the  for- 
mer insured  to  the  Chiefe  tnems^ves  indonnitv  for 
the  past,  and  security  for  the  future.  Besides  tnese 
personal  reasons,  the  leaders,  who  fovoured  this  opi- 
nion, plausibly  urged,  that  though^  at  his  first  descent 
into  the  Lowlands,  Montrose  tmsAkt  be  superior  to 
the  enemy,  yet  every  day's  march  bs  made  from  the 
hiUs  must  diminish  his  own  forces,  and  expose  hira 
to  the  accumulated  superiority  of  any  army  which 
the  Covenanters  could  collect  from  the  Lowland  Jo- 
vies  and  garrisons.  On  the  other  hand,  by  crushing 
Aigyle  e^tually,  he  would  not  only  penmt  his  pre- 
sent western  friends  to  bring  out  that  proportion  at 
their  forces  which  they  must  otherwise  Isive  at  home 
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teirotetidni  if  their  Ikmiltei  j  but  further,  he  would 
itm  to  lut  iMBdard  sereral  tribes  already  friendly 
to  hk  canae,  but  who  were  prevented  from  joining 
hhn  by  fiaar  of  M'Callimi  More. 

Tbett  anmneatai,  as  we,  have  already  hinted^ 
(biiiidaoiMningreflponsiTe  in  Montroae'e  own  bo- 
aoiDy  not  qoke  conaonant  with  the  general  heroism 
of  hit  character.  Thehousesof  ArgyleandMontroae 
had  been,  in  former  timeai  repeatedly  oppoaed  to  each 
odier  in  war  and  in  politics,  and  the  superior  advan- 
lages  aoQured  bv  the  former,  had  made  them  the  sub- 
jeet  of  envy  and  dialike  to  the  neighbouring  family, 
who,  eonsdous  of  equal  desert,  nad  not  been  ao 
richly  remrded.  This  waa  not  alL  The  eziating 
heads  of  theae  rival  familiea  had  stood  in  the  most 
marked  opposiiion  to  each  other  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  piesent  troubles. 

Montrose,  oonsdous  of  the  superiority  of  his  ta- 
lents, and  of  having  rendered  great  aervice  to  the 
CoTenanters  at  the  Mginning  of  the  war,  had  ex- 
pected fiom  that  party  the  supereminence  of  council 
and  comma  nd^  wnich  thev  judged  it  safer  to  intrust 
10  the  more  hmited  faciuties,  and  more  extenaive 
IDwv,  of  hia  rival  Argjde.  They  having  awarded 
tlif  preference,  was  an  mjury  which  Montrose  never 
forgave  the  Covenanters ;  and  he  was  still  less  Ukely 
to  fxtend  his  pardon  to  Argyle,  to  whom  he  had  been 
mxmed.  He  was  therefore  atimulated  by  every 
woigof  hatred  which  could  animate  a  fiery  temper 
iaa isoe  sgi&  to  seek  for  revenge  upon  the  enemy  of 
biihiafls  and  person  ;  and  it  ia  probable  that  these 
priratt  motives  operated  not  a  little  upon  his  mind, 
^thm  ho  found  the'  principal  part  of  his  followers 
delKBined  rather  to  undertake  an  enedition  againat 
thaiMriiOfies  of  Argyle.  than  to  take  the  far  more 
■*"'  *     step  of  descending  at  once  into  the  Low- 


Tet  v^atever  temptation  Montrose  found  to  carry 
iato  efiea  Us  attack  upon  Argyleahire,  he  could  not 
euilf  brin^  himself  to  renounce  the  splendid  achieve- 
neat  of  a  deacent  upon  the  Lowlands.  He  held 
aiore  than  one  council  with  the  principal  Chiefs, 
combating,  perhaps,  his  own  secret  inclination  as 
well  as  UKurs.  He  laid  before  them  the  extreme 
dillicolty  of  marching  even  a  Highland  army  from 
tbicastwttd  into  Argyieshire.  through  paaaea  acarcely 
pnctieahle  for  ahepEsrds  ana  deer-stalkera,  and  over 
moontahii  with  which  even  the  clans  lying  Nearest 
than  did  not  ji>retend  to  be  thorooghly  acquainted. 
T^esediffieulnea  were  greatly  enhaiioad  by  the  sea- 
aeaef  the  year,  which  waa  now  advancing  towarda 
l^nniber,  when  the  mountain-passes,  in  themselves 
■0  diffleoh,  might  be  expected  to  be  rendered  utterly 
pMiaable  by  snow-storms.  These  objections  nei- 
ther satisfied  nor  silenced  the  Chiefs,  who  insisted 
ri  their  andeot  mode  of  making  war,  by  driving 
^    cattle,  which,  according  to  the  Gaelic  phrase, 

M  upon  the  grass  of  their  enemy."  The  council 
wisdisnissed  fate  at  night,  and  without  coming  to 
•ny  decision,  excepting  that  the  Chiefk,  who  aup- 
totted  the  opinion  that  Argyle  should  Be  invaded, 
Pnoiaed  to  seek  out  among  tneir  foUowers  those  who 
^f^  he  most  capable  ot  undertaking  the  office  of 
the  expedition, 
had  retired  to  the  cabin  which  served 

jL^mii^  tent,  and  stretched  himaelf  upon  a  bed  of 
{Tn^  only  place  of  repose  which  it  afforded. 

^ateported  sleep  in  vain,  for  the  visions  of  ambi- 

g^ewjaded  those  of  Mo^eus.  In  one  moment 
ymiwdhimself  displaymg  the  royal  banner  from 
^■■■lIMMd  Castle  of  Edinburgh,  detaching  as- 
{[*■■•  to  a  monarch  whose  crown  deoended  upon 
'^^eBBBi^  and  reeeiving  in  requital  all  the  advan- 
J!9<*iial prefiermeBts  which  could  be  heaped  upon 
ffpwyii  a  king  deliohteth  to  honour.  At  another 
^S'wdream,  aplendid  as  it  was,  faded  before  the 
^"^Mif  gntifled  vengeance,  and  personal  triumph 
JJJt  persond  enemy.  Ta  surprise  Argyle  in  his 
2**{wkl  of  Iiiverary—to  crush  in  him  at  once  the 
ggw  his  own  house  and  the  chief  aupport  of  the 
*TMIgieiiaas-*to  ahow  the  Covenanters  the  differ- 
^M  between  the  preforrsd  Anyle  and  the  postponed 
Jwntrose,  was  a  picture  too  flattering  to  feudal  ven- 
B**Qce  to  be  easily  rolinqoutwd. 
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While  he  lay  thus  busied  with  contradietonr  thoo^itB 
and  feelings,  the  soldier  who  stood  sentinel  upoiThis 
auarters  announced  to  the  Marquis  that  two  peraona 
deaired  to  speak  with  his  ElxceUency. 

"Their  names?"  answered  Montrose,  "and  the 
cauae  of  their  urgency  at  such  a  late  hour." 

On  these  points,  the  sentinel,  who  was  one  of  CoU 
kitto's  Irishmen,  could  afford  his  General  little  infor- 
mation ;  so  that  Montrose,  who  at  such  a  period 
durat  refuae  access  to  no  ono,  lest  he  might  have  been 
neglecting  some  important  intelligence  gave  direc- 
tionsk  as  a  necessary  precaution,  to  put  the  guard  unr 
der  arma^nd  then  prepared  to  receive  his  untimely 
visiters.  His  groom  of  the  chambera  had  scarce  light- 
ed a  pair  of  torches,  and  Montrose  himself  had  acarce 
risen  from  his  coucL  when  two  men  entered,  one 
wearing  a  Lowland  dress,  of  shsmoy  leather  worn 
almost  to  tattera :  the  other  a  tall  upright  old  High^ 
lander,  of  a  complexion  which  might  be  termed  iron- 
grav,  wasted  ana  worn  by  frost  and  tempest 

"What  may  be  your  commands  with  me,  my 
friends?"  said  the  Marquis,  his  hand  almost  imcon- 
sciously  seeking  the  but  of  one  of  his  pistols;  for  the 
period,  as  well  as  the  time  of  night,  warranted  sus- 
picions which  the  good  mien  of  nis  visiters  waa  not 
by  any  meana  calculated  to  remove. 

"  I  pray  leave  to  congratulate  you,"  said  the  Low- 
lander,  "  my  moat  noble  General,  and  right  honoura- 
ble lord,  upon  the  great  battlea  which  you  havsx 
achieved  since  I  had  the  fortune  to  be  detached  from 
you.  It  waa  a  pretty  affair  that  tuilzie  at  Tipper- 
muir;  nevertheless,  if  I  might  be  permitted  to  coun- 
sel"  

"Before  doing  so,"  said  the  Marquis,  "will  you  be 
pleased  to  let  me  know  who  is  so  kiiid  as  to  favour 
me  with  his  opinion  V* 

"Truly,  my  lord,"  replied  the  man,  "|  should  have 
hoped  that  was  unnecessary,  seeing  it  is  not  so  fong 
since  I  took  on  in  your  service,  under  promiss  of  a 
commission  aa  Majcr,  with  half  a  dollar  of  daily  pay 
and  half  a  dollar  of  arrears;  and  I  am  to  trust  your 
lordediip  haa  not  forgotten  my  pay  as  well  as  my  per- 
son 7" 

"My  good  friend,  M^r  Dalaetty,"  aaid  Montrose, 
who  by  this  time  perfectly  recollected  his  man,  "you 
must  consider  what  important  things  have  hanpened 
to  put  my  friends'  faces  out  of  my  memory,  oesidea 
this  imperfect  light ;  but  all  conditions  shall  be  kept— 
And  what  news  fh>m  Argyleshire,  my  good  M^orl 
We  have  long  given  you  up  for  fost,  and  I  was  now 
preparing  to  take  the  moat  aignal  vengeance  upon  the 
old  fox  who  infringed  the  law  of  arma  in  your  per- 
son." 

"Truly,  my  noble  lord,"  said  Dalgetty,  "I  have  no 
desire  that  my  return  should  put  any  atop  to  so  proper 
and  becoming  an  intention ;  verily  it  ia  in  no  shape 
in  the  Eari  of  Argyle's  favour  or  mercy  that  I  now 
stand  before  you,  and  I  shall  be  no  interoeasor  for 
him.  But  my  escape  is,  under  Heaven,  and  the  ex- 
cellent dextenty  which,  aa  an  old  and  accompliahed 
cavalier.  I  displayed  in  effecting  the  8am&--I  say, 
under  these,  it  is  owing  to  the  assistance  of  thia  oki 
Highlander,  whom  I  venture  to  recommend  to  your 
lordship's  special  favour,  as  the  instrument  of  saving 
your  lordship's  to  command,  DugaM  Dalgetty  of 
Dromthwacket."  .,  ,    „  i 

"  A  thankworthy  service,"  said  the  Marquis,  gravely, 
"which  shall  certainly  be  requited  in  the  manner  it 

dcflcrvcfl   ' 

"  Kneel  down,  Ranald,"  said  Megor  Ddgetty.  (as 
we  must  now  call  him,)  "kiieel  down,  and  kias  his 
Excellency's  hand."  ,  ,  .   . 

The  prescribed  form  of  ackiiowledgment  not  being 
accordmg  to  the  custom  of  Rjmakl's  county,  he  con- 
tented hunself  with  folding  bis  arma  on  his  boiom, 
and  making  a  low  inclinatiou.of  me  head.      ^^^ 

"This  poor  man,  my  lord," .said  Msjor  DalgPtty, 
continuing  his  speech  with  a  dwnified  9U  of  protsc- 
tfon  towards  Ranald  BlacEaghi "  haa  stramed  all  his 
sloider  means  to  defend  my  person  from  mme  ene- 
mies, although  having  no  bett«r  weapons  of  a  miasOs 
sort  than  bows  and  arrows,  whilk  your  lordahip  wUl 
hardly  believe." 

"You  will  see  a  great^maDy  woh  weapons  m  my 


«  TALES  OP  arv  LANDLORD. 

cunp,"  9akl  HoBtrOM,  "ind  wo  find  them  aerviee-    (hift  theii 


.^...jubla,  mif  lord!"  sud  Dalgellys  "I  lni»t 
yourlordihip  will  permit  me  lo  be  lurpnMd— bowl 
and  arrow* !— I  iruai  tou  will  fargiva  m;rTecoiamend- 
ing  Ibe  lubatimlion  of  muskeis,  the  firtl  cqnvenieni 
opportuaity.  Bui  beeida  defending  mOi  this  boneei 
Highlander  ilso  wu  at  ihe  pains  of  curing  me,  m 

-'--  ■  '--'  -ol  s  touch  of  tho  wsn  in  mj  re- 

my  b«Bt  requital  in  tfaia  Eoecial 
to  four  lordship' B  notice  and  pro- 

■aid  HontToae, 


wliich  n 


"  Whal  ia  your  name,  my  fri 


hal  ia  your  name,  m 
«  to  the  lligblandet. 


n  ,rMi>Kt  ot  A^yh'i  repealtd 

,—  -  --, s  nimsdf  of  the  penon  of  an 

otiiccr  who  was  honounsl  with  jour  Eicdlsncy'a 
confidence ;  bo  that  I  had  occoatan  ut  admire  the 
aingular  dtiLerity  and  knowledge  of  th«  face  Of  the 


H-iib  which  IbsT  allematdr  achieved  ih^ 

__  J  -L.;.   .  lyjni^  jpj  when,  al  langih,  ' 

your  Eieellency'a  aundard.  thi 


Ranald  MacEagb,  guided  ne 


and  done  other  tl 

kDowa,  are  often  , _ ._   - - 

benerolence  lawerde  Ihe  perpetretni  in  the  fricnda  of 
thoaa  wbaaualain  injury.  I  bare  known,  in  my  mili- 
tary eiperienet  many  brave  cavaliers  pnl  lo  death  by 
Ihe  boora,  aimply  for  baving  u>ed  military  licenao  upr  - 
the  country." 

"I  uodetilaad,"  natd  Hantroae:  "Thia  perean 
at  feud  with  aome  of  our  follower*.  Let  him  retire 
the  court  of  guard,  and  we  will  think  of  the  best  mo 
of  proleelinR  him." 

'^Vou  hear,  Ranald,"  aaiil  Major  Dalgelly,  with  i 
air  of  BUpenoniy,  "  nis  Excellency  wiahea  lo  hn 
priTy  council  -wilb  me,  you  mual  go  lo  the  eourt 
guard.— He  doea  not  know  where  that  ia,  poor  felloi 
— be  ta  a  younK  aoldier  for  so  o 
him  under  the  charge  of  a  aenlin 
lordship  incontinent."  He  did 
cordingly. 

Montroae's  liral  inquiry  reipected  the  i 
Inveraiyi  and  heliatancd  with  attention  K 
ttply.  notwithstanding  the  proliiily  of  I 
nairatiye.    It  required  an  effort  Trom  tin 

whOT  information  is  lo  be  derired  fium  tl 
susb  agents  as  Dalgetty,  it  can  only  be  o 
snfTering  them  lo  tell  ihnir  story  in  tbeii 
Aecordin^ly  the  Marquia's  patience  waa 
rewarded.    Among  other  spoils  which  il._  __,._ 
ihousht  himself  at  liberty  to  take,  was  a  packet 
Argyle's  private  papers.    These  he  consigned  lo  I 
hands  of  his  Oenenl  i  a  humour  of  accounting,  ho' 
erer,  which  went  no  further,  for  I  do  not  undetata 
that  he  made  any  mention  of  the  purae  of  gold  whi 

he  had  appropriated  al  the  same  time  that  he  ma 

•eiture  of  the  papera  atoreaaid.  Snatching  a  torch 
from  the  wall.  Montrose  was  in  an  instant  deeply 
engaged  in  the  perusal  of  these  documenia,  in  which 
it  IS  probable  he  found  •omething  to  anims  ' 
•onal  leaenlmenl  against  his  rival  Argyle. 

"Does  he  not  rearmeT'  anid  he;  ^  then  he  shall 
fedme.  Will  hefimmycaatleofMuTdochl-Inve- 
rtly  shall  raise  the  first  smtAe.— 0  for  a  guide  tbiougfa 
the  skiria  of  Stralh-Pillen  I" 

Whatever  inighl  be  Dalgeliy'a  personal 


understood  hi*  ^usiAcas  aufficiently  to  guesa  at  Mo 
tnae's  meaning.  He  instantly  interrupted  hii  oi,_ 
prolix  narmtion  of  the  skirmish  which  had  taken 
piac&  atkd  tbfl  wound  he  had  received  in  hi*  retreat, 
•nd  bellman  to  apeak  to  the  point  which  he  saw  inte- 
mud  hit  QeneraL 

"  It"  nid  hs,  "  your  Excellency  wishe*  lo  mak*  an 
itiftll  into  Argyltahir^  this  poor  men,  Ranald,  of 
whom  I  loU  yon,  together  with  hischildren  and  com- 
mniona,  know  every  para  inlo  that  land,  both  leading 
from  the  eaat  and  from  the  north." 

"Indenir  aaid  HoDUose;  "what  reason  have 
yog  to  believe  tbeir  knowledge  ao  eilenaivel" 

"  So  pleoae  your  Excellenty,"  answered  Dalgetty, 
dnting  the  wetka  that  I  remained  with  them  for 
cure  Of  my  vround,  they  were  rcixatedly  obliged  to 

'  andkan  it  BHT  b*  MaHd,  Dot  oeir 
I  ia  MoalroH'a  annr  iMl  Omm 


•lafccl,! 
IMtaiaBTo.,., 


by  paths  which  my  steed  Guataviu  (which  yoor  lord- 
ehip  may  remember)  Irode  with  perfect  safety,  so  that 
I  aaid  to  myaelf,  that  where  guides,  spies,  or  intelli- 
gencera,  were  required  m  a  HiKUana  eimpaign  in 
that  weeiam  country,  more  expert  penona  than  be 
and  bia  aiiendania  could  not  poasibly  be  deured." 

"  And  can  vou  answer  for  thia  man'afidelily')"  nairf 
Monlroae;  "^wh- ^- '-^ ^—.--..L.. 

"  He  is 


m?" 


iIbw  and  roblter  by  profession,  ai 

lomicide  or  murderer,"  anawered  Dd- 
>y  name,   called    Rajiaid  HacEa^; 
Ranald,  the  Son  of  the  Hiat." 
lember  something  of  that  name,"  aaid 

'  not  tlieae  Childim  of  the 

cruf'liy  upon  the  H'Ati- 


"!  should  r 
Monlrosn,  pausi 
Mist  perpetrate 

major  Dalgetty  mentioned  the  circumitance  of  the 
murder  of  the  forester,  and  Montrose's  active  memo- 
ry at  once  recalled  all  the  circumatancea  of  the  firad. 

"  Ii  ia  moat  unlucky,"  aaid  HoDtras&  "  thia  toes- 
pinble  quarrel  between  these  men  and  iba  H'Aalar*. 
Allan  liaj  borne  himself  bravely  in  these  wars,  and 
possessea,  by  the  wild  mystery  of  his  bdtavioni  aod 
language,  ao  much  influence  over  the  minds  of  hia 
countri'inen,  that  the  coniajuences  of  disobliging  him 
might  be  serious.  At  the  same  time,  these  men  being 
so  capable  of  rendering  useful  service,  and  being,  ■• 
you  Bay,  Major  Dalgetty,  perfectly  iraal-woniiy" 

"I  will  pledae  my  pay  and  aireara,  my  .horse  and 
anne.  my  head  and  neck,  upon  tbeir  fidelity,"  said 
the  Major:  "  and  your  Excellency  knows,  that  a  aol- 
dado  could  eoy  no  more  for  his  own  father." 

"  True."  said  Montrose  i  "  but  as  thia  Ib  a  matter 
',  particular  moment,  1  would  willingly  know  the 
-ounda  of  BO  poaitive  an  assuraocB." 

"Concisely  then,  my  lord,"  said  tbe  Major,  "not 


'alue,  bi 


my  pateonal  properly,  whilk  was 

flat  would  have  tempMd  regular  soldurs  in 

ce  of  Europe;  and  nol  only  did  they  reaiora 

ly  horse,  whilk  your  excellency  knows  to  be  of 

'  it  I  could  not  prevail  on  them  to  aoo 

lit,  or  maravedj,  for  the  trouble  and  ex,. 

..  ...,  .ick  bed.    Tliey  actually  refused  my  a,.-,^ 

money  when  freely  ollsed,— a  lale  aeldom  lo  be  liJd 

'■    aChriatianland." 

"I  admit,"  said  Montrose,  after  a  moment'a  riifleo- 
..jn.  "that  their  conduct  towatxls  ycu  is  gaoA  evi- 
dence of  tiieir  fidelity  i  but  bow  lo  secure  against  tlie 
■-     '  -of  thia  feud?"    "  '        '    ' 

,  ed,  "1  had  foil,..  . 

'pu.  Major,  have  been  iratelling  by  n 

He  called  to  hia  attendants  to  fetch ,— 

jnd  same  refreshment*.  Major  Dalgetty,  wbo  had 
the  sppetiie  of  a  convalescent  rstarrwdirom  Hi^and 
quaitoB,  needsd  not  any  presaing  to  partake  <n  what 
"aa  set  before  him,  hot  praceedsd  to  devatch  faia 
ai  with  such  alacnn,  that  the  Haiquit,  Sllmg  • 

Sof  wine,  and  drinking  to  his  health,^ oould  not 
.1  remarking,  that  coaise  as  lb«  promona  of  hi* 
mp  wert^  be  was  afVaid  H^joi  Dalgetty  had  fhnd 
uch  worse  daring  hia  eienmon  into  Argyleahire. 
"Vour  Excellency  may  talie  yonr  eorparal  oath 
.on  that,"  aaid  the  worthy  Major,  speaking  with  hia 
mouth  fiilli  "for  Argyle's  bread  and  water  are  yal  Blab 
and  mouldy  in  my  recollection,  and  though  ther  did 
their  best,  yel  the  viands  that  Ihs  children  of  the  JHiat 
procured  for  me,  poor  helpleaa  creatmea  SB  they  wn 

c — tti  -u  mj,  body,  that  when  enolosod 

I  waa  Gun  to  leave  bdundma 

for  expedition'*  sake,  1  rattled  therein  like  the  alui- 
'-"-'  kernel  in  a  nut  thai  bath  been  keiH  od  lo  a 
Hallowe'en." 


ChAF.  xvn.i 

"Too  must  take  the  due  means  to  repair  these 
lussii.  Major  Dalgetty  " 

*'Ia  trom/'  answered  the  soldier,  "I  shall  hardly 
he  aUs  lo  eompaas  that,  unless  my  arrears  are  to  be 
egdisngaJ  ibr  present  pay;  for  I  protest  to  vour  Ez> 
oUeoey,  that  the  three  stone  weight  which  I  have 
lost  wen  sunply  raised  upon  the  r^ular  accountings 
of  the  Stales  of  HoUandT" 

"Ja  that  ease,'*  said  the  Marqnii&  "vou  are  only 
reduced  to  good  marching  order.  As  tor  the  pay,  let  us 
ooee  have  victory— Tictorv,  Major,  and  your  wishes, 
sod  all  oar  wishes,  shall  be  amply  fulfulled.  Mean- 
liBfe  help  yoursdt  to  another  on>  of  wine." 

**  To  yoar  RxoeUency's  healthf^'^said  the  Maior.  fill- 
ing a  eip  to  the  brim,  to  show  the  zeal  with  which  he 
diink  toe  toast,  **  and  victory  over  all  our  enemies, 
and  particolarly  over  Argyle!  I  hope  to  twitch  ano- 
dier  nandfiil  from  his  b^ird  myseu— I  have  had  one 
pbek  at  it  already." 

**  Very  troe,"  answered  Montrose ;  "  but  to  return  lo 
thns  men  of  the  Mist  Vou  understand,  Dalgetty, 
that  their  preaence  here,  and  the  purpose  for  which 
we  ea^ploy  them,  is  a  seeret  between  you  and  meT' 

Delighted,  as  Montrose  had  anticipated^  with  this 
Bisk  m  his  OeneraFs  confidence,  the  Major  laid  his 
hmd  opon  his  nose,  and  nodded  intelligence. 

"  How  manymay  there  be  of  Ranald's  followers  1'* 
continued  the  Marquis. 

**'  Thteif  are  reduced,  as  far  as  I  know,  to  some  eight 
or  leo  men."  answered  Major  Dalgetty,  "  and  a  few 
women  and  children." 

**  Where  are  they  now  T*  demanded  Montrose. 

"  In  a  valley  at  three  miles'  distance,"  answered 
the  soldier,  **  awaiting  your  Excellency's  command ; 
I  jodged  it  not  fit  to  bnng  them  to  your  leaguer  with- 
eot  vpar  ExceUency's  orders." 

**  Ton  judged  very  well,"  said  Montrose ;  "  it  would 
be  forapm  tbiat  they  remain  where  they  are,  or  seek 
some  more  distant  place  of  refuge.  I  will  send  them 
money  though  il  is  a  scarce  article  with  me  at 


A  LEGEND  9F  MONTROSE. 


**  It  is  quite  unnecessary,"  said  Major  Dalgetty ; 
*  yoar  Excellency  has  only  to  hint  that  the  M'Aulavs 
are  goow  in  that  direction,  and  my  friends  of  'the 
Mist  wiH  instantly  make  volte-face,  and  go  to  the 
rit^tabooL" 

^^  That  were  scarce  courteous,"  said  the  Marouis. 
"  Batter  send  them  a  few  dollars  to  purchase  tnem 
cattle  Cor  the  support  of  the  women  and  child- 


'  Tlisy  know  how  to  come  by  their  cattle  at  a  far 
cfaesser  rate,"  said  the  Major ;  **  but  let  it  be  asyour 
fiudleocy  wills." 

"  Lst  RaniUd  MacEagh,"  said  Montrose,  *'  select 
«as  or  two  of  his  followers,  men  whom  he  can  trust, 
aad  who  aio  capable  of  keroing  their  own  aecretand 
oars ;  these,  with  their  chielfor  scout-raaster-general, 
ahafl  servo  for  our  guides.  Let  them  be  at  my  tent 
ts-mofiow  at  daybreak,  and  see,  if  possible,  that  they 
Mdber  goeas  my  pmpose,  nor  hold  any  communica- 
tioB  with  each  other  m  private.  This  old  man,  has  he 
aar  children  r' 

'^Tbey  have  been  killed  or  hanged,"  aiuiwered  the 
Major*  '^  to  the  number  of  a  remind  doxen,  as  I  be- 
have—hut  he  hath  left  one  grand-child,  a  smart  and 
kopefiil  youth,  whom  I  have  noted  to  be  never  with- 
eot  a  peoble  in  his  plaid-nook^  to  fling  at  whatsoever 
B^lht  eome  in  his  way ;  being  a  symbol,  that,  like 
David,  who  was  accustomed  to  sling  smooth  stones 
lake*  from  the  brook,  he  may  afterwards  prove  an 
advcatoroiM  warrior.'* 

"lliat  boy,  M^r  Dalgetty,"  said  the  Marquis, 
**  I  wiU  have  to  attend  upon  my  own  person.  I  pre- 
sume he  will  have  sense  enough  to  keep  his  name 
aecntT' 

**  Yoor  EzceUeoor  need  not  fear  that,"  answered 
Dalntty ;  '*  these  Hi^and  imps,  from  the  moment 
ibqrchm  the  shell" 

*^WS,"  interrapted  Montrose,  "  that  boy  shall  be 
pledge  for  the  fidelity  of  his  parent,  and  if  he  prove 
fridifrii,  the  child's  preferment  shall  be  his  reward.— 
And  now,  Msjor  Dalgetty,  I  will  license  your  depar- 
tare  for  the  night;  to-morrow  you  will  mtroduce 
tkts  MacEagh,  under  any  name  or  character  he  may 


please  to  assume.  I  presume  his  profession  has  ren 
dered  him  sufi^ciently  expert  in  qU  sort  of  disguises; 
or  we  may  admit  John  of  Moidart  into  our  schemes, 
who  has  sense,  practicability,  and  intelli^enoe,  anid 
wiU  probably  allow  this  man  for  a  time  to  bediaguiaed 
as  one  of  his  followers.  For  you,  Mi^or,  my  groom 
of  the  chambers  will  be  your  quarter-master  for  this 
evening." 

Major  Dalffetty  took  his  leave  with  a  joyful  heart, 
gr^tly  elated  with  the  reception  he  had  met  with, 
and  much  pleased  with  the  personal  manners  of  his 
new  Qeneral,  which,  as  he  explained  at  great  Iragth 
to  Ranald  MacEagh,  reminded  him  in  many  re- 
spects of  the  demeanour  of  the  immortal  Gustavua 
Adolphus,  the  Lion  of  the  North,  and  Bulwark  of  Iho 
Protestant  Faith. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

TIm  DMreh  beffini  in  militvjr  ttata. 

And  MtioDi  OD  hit  ern*  mu|>nid«d  wait ; 

Stern  temioe  fuard*  tbe  wlitarf  coast. 

And  wiolcr  btmieada*  Uie  realms  of  froat 

He  comos,— nor  want,  nor  cold,  bis  coiirse  delaj. 

Vanitf  o/BumM  Whkit. 

By  break  of  dsy  Montrose  received  in  his  cabin  old 
MacEagh,  and  questioned  him  long  and  particularly 
as  to  the  means  of  approaching  the  country  of  ArgyleL 
He  made  a  note  of  nis  answers,  which  he  comjMired 
with  those  of  two  of  his  followers,  whom  he  mtro- 
duced  as  the  most  prudent  and  experienced.  He 
found  them  to  correspond  in  all  respects ;  but,  still 
unsatisfied  where  precaution  was  so  necessary,  the 
Marquis  compared  the  information  he  had  received 
with  that  he  was  able  to  collect  fh>m  the  Chidb 
who  lay  most  near  to  the  destined  scene  of  invaaion, 
and  bemg  in  all  respects  satisfied  of  its  accuracy,  he 
reaolved  to  proceed  m  full  reliance  upon  it. 

In  one  point  Montrose  chansed  his  mind.  Having 
jud^  it  unfit  to  take  the  boj;  Kenneth  into  his  own 
service,  lest,  in  case  of  his  birth  being  discovered,  it 
should  be  resented  ss  sn  oflenoe  by  the  numerous 
clans  who  entertained  a  feudal  enmity  to  diis  devoted 
family,  he  requested  the  Major  to  take  him  in  attend* 
ance  upon  himself;  and  as  he  accompanied  this 
request  with  s  handsome  doueeuTt  under  pretence  of 
clothing  and  equipping  the  lad,  this  change  was 
afireeable  to  all  parties. 

It  was  about  breakfast-time,  when  M^r  Dalgetty^ 
being  dismissed  by  Montrose,  went  in  quest  of  hia 
old  acquaintances.  Lord  Menteith  snd  .theM'Aulays» 
to  whom  he  longed  to  communicate  hia  own  adven- 
tures, aa  well  as  to  learn  firom  them  the  particulars 
of  the  campaign.  It  may  be  imagined  he  was  re- 
ceived with  great  dee  by  men  to  whom  the  late  uni- 
formity of  their  military  life  had  rendered  any  change 
of  aoeiety  an  interesting  novelty.  Allan  M'Aulay 
alone  seemed  to  recoil  from  his  former  acquaintances 
althouf^  when  challenged  by  his  brother,  he  could 
render  no  other  reason  than  a  reluctance  to  be  fami- 
liar with  one  who  had  been  so  Istel^  in  the  company 
of  Argyle,  and  other  enemies.  Mayor  Dalgetty  was 
a  little  alarmed  by  this  sort  of  instinctive  conscious- 
ness which  Allan  seemed  to  entertain  respecting  the 
society  he  had  been  lately  keeping ;  he  waa  soon  sa- 
tisfisd,  however,  that  the  perceptions  of  the  seer  in 
this  particular  were  not  infellible. 

As  Ranald  MacEagh  was  to  be  placed  und^  Ma- 
jor Dalgetty's  protection  and  superintendence,  it  was 
necessary  ne  should  present  him  to  Uiose  persons 
with  whom  he  was  most  likelv  to  associate.  Ilie 
dress  of  the  old  man  had,  in  the  mean  time,  been 
changed  from  the  tartan  ot  his  clan  to  a  sort  of  do- 
thing  peculiar  to  the  men  of  the  distant  Isles,  re- 
sembling a  waistcoat  with  aleeves,  and  a  petticoat, 
all  made  in  one  piece.  This  dress  was  laced  from' 
top  to  bottom  in  front,  and  bore  some  resemblance 
to  that  called  Polonaise,  still  worn  by  children  m 
Scotland  of  the  lower  rank.  The  tartan  hose  and 
bonnet  completed  the  dress,  which  old  men  of  the 
last  century  remembered  well  to  have  seen  worn  by 
the  distant  lelesmen  who  came  to  the  Earl  of  Mar'a 
standard  in  the  year  1716.  „  . 

Major  Dalgetty,  keeping  hit  eye  on  AUtn  as  he 


80 


TALES  OP  MY  LANDLORD. 


[GsAP.  xvn. 


spokei  mtroducad  Ranald  Mao^agh  under  the  flcti- 
uona  name  of  Ranald  MacGillumron  in  Benbecula, 
who  bad  escaped  with  him  out  of  Aivyle'a  prison. 
He  recommended  him  as  a  person  skiliui  in  the  arts 
of  the  harper  and  the  senacbie,  and  bv  no  means  con- 
temptible in  the  quality  of  a  secono-sighted  person 
or  seer.  While  making  this  exposition,  Major  Dal- 
Hetty  stammered  and  nesitated  in  a  way  so  unlike 
the  usual  glib  forwardness  of  his  manner,  that  he 
could  not  have  failed  to  have  given  suspicion  to  Al- 
lan M'Aulay.  had  not  that  person's  whole  attention 
been  enngea  in  steadily  perusingthe  features  of  the 
person  thus  introduced  to  him.  This  steady  gaze  so 
much  embarrassed  Ranald  MacEagh,  that  nis  hand 
was  beginning  to  sink  down  towards  his  dagger,  in 
expectation  of  a  hostile  assault,  when  Allan,  suddenly 
crossing  the  floor  of  the  hut,  extended  his  hand  to 
him  in  the  way  of  friendly  meeting.  They  sat  down 
side  by  side,  and  conversed  m  a  low  mysterious  tone 
of  voice.  Menteith  and  Angus  M'Aulay  were  not 
surprised  at  this,  for  there  prevailed  among  the  High- 
landers who  pretended  to  the  second-sight,  a  sort  of 
freemasonry,  which  generally  induced  them,  upon 
meeting,  to  hold  communication  with  each  other  on 
the  nature  and  extent  of  their  visionary  experiences. 

"  Does  the  sight  come  gloomy  upon  your  spirits  7" 
aaid  Allan  to  his  new  acquaintance. 

"  As  dark  as  the  shadow  upon  the  moon,"  replied 
Ranald,  **  when  she  is  darkened  in  her  midcourse  in 
heaven,  and  prophets  foretel  of  evil  times." 

*'  Come  hitner,"  said  Allan,  "  come  more  this  way, 
I  would  converse  with  vou  apart ;  for  men  say  that 
in  yottf  distant  islands  the  sight  is  poured  forth  with 
more  cleamess  and  power  than  upon  us,  who  dwell 
near  the  Sassenach." 

While  they  were  j;>lunged  into  their  mystic  confer- 
ence, the  two  English  cavaliers  entered  the  cabin  in 
the  highest  possible  spirits,  and  announced  to  Angus 
M'Auiay  that  orders  had  oeen  issued  that  all  should 
hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  an  immediate  march 
to  the  westward.  Having  delivered  themselves  of 
their  news  with  much  glee,  they  paid  their  compli- 
ments to  their  old  acquamtance  Major  Dalgetty, 
whom  they  instantly  recognised,  and  mquired  after 
the  health  of  his  charger,  Gustavus. 

^  I  humbly  thank  you,  eentlemen."  answered  the 
aoMier,  "  Gustavus  is  well,  though,  like  his  master, 
aomewhat  barer  on  the  ribs  than  when  you  offered 
to  relieve  me  of  him  at  Damlinvarach ;  and  let  me 
assure  you,  that  before  you  have  made  one  or  two  of 
those  marches  which  you  seem  to  contemplate  with 
80  much  satisfaction  m  prospect^  you  will  leave,  my 
good  knights,  some  of  your  English  beef,  and  proba- 
bly an  English  horse  or  two,  behind  you." 

Both  exclaimed  that  they  cared  very  little  what 
they  found  or  what  they  left,  provided  the  scene 
changed  from  dogging  up  and  down  Angus  and 
Aberdeenahire,  m  pursuit  of  an  enemy  who  would 
neither  figbt  nor  run  away. 

**If  snA  be  the  case,''  said  Angus  M'Aulay,  "I 
must  give  orders  to  my  followers,  and  make  provi- 
sion toa  for  the  safe  conveyance  or  Annot  Lyle ;  for 
an  advatice  into  M^allum  Mora's  country  will  be  a 
Anther  and  fouler  road  than  these  pinks  of  Cumbrian 
knighthood  are  aware  ofl"  So  saying,  he  left  the 
ttJouL 

"Annot  Lyle!"  repeated  Dalgetty,  "is  she fbllow- 
ittg  the  campaign  T' 

"Surelr,**  replied  Sir  Giles  Musgrave,  his  eye 
clancing  sughtiv  from  Lord  Menteith  to  Allan  M'Au- 
lay; "we  could  neither  march  nor  fight,  advance 
nor  retreat,  without  the  influence  of  the  Princess  of 
Harps." 

"The  Princess  of  Broadswords  and  Targets,  I 
say,"  answered  his  companion;  "for  the  Lady  of 
Montrose  herself  could  not  be  more  courteously 
waited  upon ;  she  has  four  Higbiand  maidens,  and 
ta  manvbare  legged  gillies,  to  wait  upon  her  orders." 
And  what  would  you  have,  gentlemen?"  said  Al- 
lan, turning  suddenly  from  the  Highlander  with 
whom  he  was  in  conversation;  "would  you  yonr- 
sdvea  have  left  an  innocent  female,  the  companion 
of  your  infancy,  to  die  by  violence,  or  perish  by  fa- 
muMl  'ntn  is  not,  by  thit  time,  a  roof  iipon  the 


habitation  of  my  £Btker8--our  crops  bav«  been  de- 
stroyed, and  our  cattle  bave  been  cbiven — and  yon, 
gontlemen.  have  to  bless  God,  that,  conuog  from  a 
milder  and  more  civilized  country,-  you  expose  only 
your  own  lives  in  this  remorseless  war,  without  ap- 
prehension that  voor  enemiea  will  visit  with  th«r 
veni^eance  the  defenceless  pledges  you  may  have  left 
bchmd  you." 

The  &iglishmen  cordially  agreed  that  they  had  the 
superiority  in  this  respect }  and  the  company,  now 
dispersing,  went  each  to  his  several  chaise  or  occu- 
pation. 

Allan  lingered  a  moment  behind,  still  questioning 
the  reluctant  Ranald  BhicEagh  upon  a  point  in  hia 
supposed  visions,  by  which  he  waa  greatly  perplexed. 
"  Repeatedly,"  he  said,  "  have  I  had  the  mt^t  of  a 
Gael,  who  seemed  to  plunge  his  weapon  into  the  body 
of  Menteith,— of  that  young  nobleman  in  the  scarlet 
laced  cloakj  who  has  just  now  left  the  bothj.  fot  by 
no  effort,  though  I  have  gaied  till  my  eyes  were  al- 
most fixed  in  the  sockets,  can  I  discover  the  face  of 
this  Highlander,  or  even  eonjeeture  who  he  may  be, 
although  his  person  and  ah*  seem  familiar  to  roe.*'* 

"  Have  you  revened  your  own  plaid,"  aaid  Ranald, 
"  according  to  the  rule  of  the  experienced  Seen  ta 
such  easel 

"  I  have,"  answered  Allan,  apeaking  low,  and 
shuddering  aa  if  with  internal  agony. 

"  And  in  what  guise  did  the  phantom  then  appear 
to  you  7"  said  Ranald. 

*  Wraith.— A  ipeciM  of  appsritioo,  simUv  to  wtiat  tlit  Gfl^ 
mans  call  a  Doable-Oan^w,  ivat  twlieved  ia  bf  Uie  Celtic  txAm, 
and  it  ■till  coutidcred  aa  an  emblem  of  mufortuM  or  deatk. 
Mr.  Kirke,  (See  Note  to  Rob  Ror,  pete  M.)  the  mkiialer  if 
Aberibil,  who  will  oo  doubt  be  able  to  tell  oa  more  of  ttm  owt* 
ter  •liould  be  ever  come  back  from  Pair]r*land,  fivsa  oa  the  fitl- 
lowiof  :— 

"  Some  men  of  that  exalted  lifht,  either  tiy  art  or  iiatwe, 
have  told  me  thejr  have  wen  at  ttaeae  meeting  a  double  nan,  or 
ihe  thape  of  aome  man  in  two  places,  that  it.  a  mipnrtenaneaa 
and  a  aubtorranean  inhabitant  pertbctif  reaemMioff  one  ■nethai 
in  all  points,  whom  he,  notwiUistandmf,  could  eaailr  dtatiD- 
fuish  one  from  another  bjr  some  secret'  tokens  and  ope 
and  so  fo  speak  to  the  man  hi*  neighbour  and  fttmfliar, 
bjr  the  apparition  or  resemblance  of  him.  Thejr  Sfroe. 
every  element  and  diflbrent  state  of  beiitff  have  antaaals, 
bliiti;  Uiose  of  another  element  as  there  be  fishee  at  eaa 
blinx  Monks  of  late  order  in  all  their  hoods  and  dre« 
Uie  Roman  invention  of  food  and  bad  Dsmona  and 
angels  particularly  assigiwd.  is  called  br  them  ane  ignorant 
take,  sprinjinff  only  from  this  original!.    They  call  tliis  t 


ijnnao  . 
man  a  Co- Walker,  every  way  like  the  man,  aa  a  twin-toathar 
and  companion  haunting  him  as  his  shadow,  as  is  that  seen  end 
known  among  men  resembling  Uie  original!,  both  l>efbre  and  af- 
ter the  originall  is  dead,  and  was  also  often  seen  of  old  to  enter 
a  hoos,  hf  which  tlie  people  knew  tliat  the  person  or  that  liknaa 
waa  to  visit  them  within  a  (bw  days.  This  copy,  echo,  or  living 
picture,  goes  at  last  to  his  own  herd.  U  accompantMl  that  wm- 
son  so  long  and  firegoeuUy  Ibr  ends  best  known  to  ita  salve, 
whether  to  guard  him  from  the  secret  assaults  of  eoine  of  ita 
own  folks,  or  only  as  an  sportAill  ape  to  ednaterfbit  all  his  ne* 
tioos."— KtasB'a  Secret  Comm$nwnltkt  pf». 

The  two  following  apparitions,  resembling  the  Tiaioo  of  A^ 
Ian  M'Aulay  in  the  text,  occur  in  Theophtlos  kksuhums,  (Ber. 
Mr.  Fraaer's  Treatise  oo  the  Second  Sight,  Ilelationa  x.  abd 
Kvii.) 

"  Barbara  Bfacpheraoo,  relict  of  Uie  deeeaaed  Mr.  Alea»dar 
MacLeod.  late nunister  of  8L  Kilda.  ioronned  ae  thn  Dayvnaof 
that  island  had  a  particular  kind  of  second  sight,  which  b  al- 
ways a  foreinoner  of  their  approaehin^^nd.  Some  — '^fi^tia  be- 
fom  they  si^en,  they  are  haunted  with  an'  apparickia« 
bling  tbemaelvea  in  all  mspeeta  as  to  their  peraon,  fenti 
olothioa.  This  image,  seemingly  animated,  walka  vrith  __ 
in  the  field  in  broad  daylicbt ;  and  if  they  are  amploynd  in  dd- 
ving,  harrowing,  seed-sowing,  or  any  other  oceopatioa,  ttmf  Ma 
at  the  same  thne  mimieked  by  this  ghoatly  vrntaat.  Mj  te> 
former  added  (krther,  Uiat  having  visited  a  sick  peraon  of  the 
inhabitant^  she  had  the  curiosity  to  inquire  of  mm,  if  at  s» 
time  he  had  seen  any  resemblanceofhinMelf  as  above  denerftM: 
he  answered  in  the  aflfavative,  and  told  bar.  that  to  bmIco  Uf- 


ther  trial,  as  he  was  going  out  of  his  house  o/a  momioc.  be  net 
on  straw  rope  garters  instead  of  those  he  formerly  ooed.  and 
having  gone  to  the  fields,  his  other  self  appeared  in  anoh  natK% 
The  conclusion  was.  the  side  niaa  died  or  that  ailment,  aad  ate 
no  longer  qoeationed  the  truth  of  thoaeremvfcnble  rnennai" 
.  *'  Manaret  MacLeod,  an  honest  woman  advaneod  in 
informed  me,  that  when  she  was  a  ycnmg  wmnan  in  Ihe 
of  Grisliornish,  a  dairymaid,  who  daily  used  to  herd  ttie 


in  a  park  close  to  the  house,  obeerved,  at  diflbtent  nmes.  n 

man  resembling  heraelf  in  shape  and  attire,  walkinir  oolitnrdT  at 
no  great  distance  fhmi  her,  and  being  suipriaed  %t  the  appaiHiaii, 
to  make  fttrther  trial,  she  put  the  back  part  onierunpar  ^ 
foremost,  and  anon  the  phant«mi  wai  dressed  in  ttie 
ner,  which  made  her  uneasy,  believing  it  portepded  _ 
oensMnenoe  to  boneli:  in  a  short  time  thereafter  ahn 
ad  %rith  a  fover.  which  brought  her  to  her  end,  and 
siekoeas  and  on  her  doathDett,  deolarad  the 
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pre«ntCil«doi]iu)cinB],  hu  now  complcletr  opened 


tbe  naiiTM  tnTened  ihii  ei(«imve  valler,  were,  in 
lM&-<,  ID  ibe  MDM  uniatioD  as  when  Ion  swckBil 
the  atrain  of  tn  Iriih  ensineer  officer,  who  bad  baen 
empiojed  in  convtrtiDg  ih^n  into  pracncable  iniliuur 

roBdii,  and  wtioae  eoloKiuoi  begin*,  and,  foi  aughl  I 
lioow,  enda,  aafoltowa: 


But,  bad  aa  ibe  ardinafrptilwwera,  HantroaaBniM 
lliem,  and  led  hia  armV,  lilu  a  herd  of  wild  datr.fiwn 


inBlhflin  tcom  Die  Ihendiy  clana  of  Cameron  and 
BrtoanDell,  wboaemouDtainouadiBtricu  benuwlra- 
veraed.  Snicl  ordera  had  been  given  Ibai  Argrla'a 
tdTance  abould  be  walched,  and  ibat  all  inieJliseoea 
riqwclingbia  owliaaa  ahoold  be  commuaicaled  ID- 
atanlly  ed  the  General  hioiaeKl 

'' loonligtil  night,  tad  Moniroae,  worn  oal 

lea  of  un  dar,  waa  laid  down  lo  Aeep  in 


eawlrrew^niaBd  the  Chief  of  tht 

"  I  have  neWB  for  ynu,"  iaid  that  leader,  "  wfaidi  ia 
lb  while  to  ariae  and  Uaten  to." 
H'Uduyr  can  bring  no  other,"  aaid  Uontroaci 
addreaeina  Uie  Chief  by  hia  patronymic  title—"  ate 
iheygoodorbadT" 

AB  you  may  take  them,"  aaid  the  Chieftain. 
"  Are  ihey  cetlab  T'  demanded  Blontroae. 

K'  anawertd  Ullduy,  "  or  another  maaaengcT 
ave  broi«fat  them.  Know  that,  tired  with 
talk  impoaed  upontne  of  aceompaaying  ihii 
aapf  Da^tty  and  hia  handful  of  holae,  wno  dc- 
— tea  me  for  houra  on  the  match  at  the  pace  of  a 
eiitvled  badger,  I  inada  a  atreich  of  four  milea  wiib 
six  of  my  people  in  the  direction  of  Ini slodiy,  aad 
there  met  wiib  Ian  of  Olenroy,  who  bad  baeo  out  (m 
intellinnca.  Arvyle  ia  moving  upon  luTotodiy  wiin 
three  tboueand  choaan  mMLMiniiiandad  by  the  flowd 
of  the  Bona  of  Diarmid. — llieae  are  m;  nawa— they 
are  certain— it  ia  Ibt  you  to  oonaime  Ibnrniiport." 

"TheirpnrparlmnBlbegood|"ai>awaradHanlro*(. 
readily  and  cheerfiilly  i  "  Ue  Toice  of  Mllduy  ie  tna 
pleaaani  in  the  eara  of  Hontroaa,  and  moit  pleaaaai 
when  it  apeaka  of  annis  brave  otteipriae  at  hand— 
What  are  onr  muatetal" 

He  than  called  for  light,  and  eanly  aacertained  Ibat 
■  great  part  of  his  foUowera  having,  as  usual,  dis 
pwaed  to  aecura  their  booty,  he  bad  not  witb  bim 
above  twelve  or  Cmirtaeo  bundr«i  men. 

"  Not  much  above  a  third,"  said  Houlnw  paiuiiu. 
"ofArKyle'aforce,andHiehlanden(vpoaedutHi^ 
iaudera.— With  the  tdeeaing  of  Ood  upon  the  royal 
Gsnee,  I  would  not  heaitata  were  the  ooda  but  one  ui 
two.'' 

"  Tliea  do  not  beaiiate,"  aaid  Cameron  i  "  for  when 
your  liumpeta  shall  aound  to  attack  ICCaUnm  Hens 
not  a  man  of  iheae  ^CDB  will  remain  dsaf  to  the  anoi 
mooa.  Gkaganr- Eeppocb— 1  myaelt- would  de 
atroy,  with  fire  and  aword,  tbe  wretch  who  sbouU 
remsin  behind  under  any  preteuoe  wbataoever.  1^ 
morrow,  or  the  next  day,  aball  be  a  day  of  battle  v> 
all  who  bear  tbe  oame  of  IfDonnell  or  Cameron. 
whatever  be  the  event." 

"  It  ia  gallantljr  aaid,  my  noble  friend,"  eaid  Mon- 
trose,  srssHng  his  band,,  and  I  were  worse  than  a 
eowwa  did  1  not  do  Jualice  to  such  follawKS,  by  en- 
lertainingthimoaiiodabitablahnieaofauoceee.  we 


lertauung  tlu  moat  udabitaUahnieaof 

will  turn  back  on  thia  H'Callnm  Store,  who  folk<« 
UB  like  a  raven  to  devonr  therelica  of  oDr  amy,  ehonld 
we  meet  braver  pen  wbo  may  be  able  to  bnat  it* 

etrenglh  '.  Let  (he  Chiefa  and  leadere  be  called  to- 
gether as  qoickly  aa  poaaible  j  and  you,  wbo  have 


A  LEGEND  OP  HONISOSE. 


Irai^t  m  A*  CrM  nan  of  thii  jprftil  t 
mtdiiti  tb»a  tiB,-~joa,Wi]iar.  (hdlbriiiB 
Ad  iiMct  br  midLiw  ui  tbe  mm  4Dd  dm 

*^TblmU I  wiUWi; da"  nid  H'ltdin  i ' 
Am  |M  piih*  bj  whkd  U>  ratnal  ihra 
dMtr*<l^'*itli^'»o'e'>*^>M<'iU  I 
hmr  K>  adnncv  uainM  roar  Im" 

A  Raoil  boMls  now  pmaibd,  aod  di 
««  miTwhae  itartleil  Bam  tha  ruda  o 
whkb  \Mf  bad  wnebl  mtparaiT  repoia. 


len  inoiug  froai  each  dan, 
uDdci  ibe  btnneia  of  their 


Hm  Cbitb  of  OlmstnT,  Kciipocli,  and  Lochiel, 
wboMdmiL  egul  in  eoanfn  aitd  militaiT  famo  to 
tar  m  iba  "'r''""-^",  la;  wiihia  the  nasbboarbood 
<i  iht  KMw  of  acoon,  ditpalched  Iha  flarji  oota 
uira]tfithcifTa<ia1i.  to  ■lounoiiOTari'oua  who  could 
MMinulDBMM  theKiaeriLimtaiianL  and  to  join 
thi  Mudaida  of  ibar  rMpactin  Chi«b  ai  Iher 
innthcd  Wmrda  InTeriocby.  Ai  iba  ordai  was  am- 
EBitieallr  ginD,  it  wai  apccdihr  and  willingly  obeysd. 
Thai  itnal  lova  of  war.  tbeir  laal  for  the  roni 
noK-far  iter  Tinrad  tba  EinK  in  Ibe  ligfal  of  a 
aatrtnni  hia  claoaman  had  daaartad, — aa  well  ta 
par  Dapiicii  obedieiice  to  their  own  patriarch,  draw 
uia  Jbouoaa'B  armj  not  only  all  in  the  luigbboDT- 
md  who  were  able  to  bear  anna,  but  aome  who,  in 
yillaait,  might  b«*e  been  eMeemedpaat  the  uaa of 
g*":  Duinc  the  neit  day'a  match,  which,  being 
Bncua  Mnighi  throngb  the  moanlainBcrf  Lochaber, 

■I*  nuaDiEial  by  the  enemy,  hia  foroe* 

amlS^Siidftr'-  -' ■ — ■--  ' — 

•ad  laDimfl  iheii „ 

pteaite  Chiefa.  Iliiawai  a  citcunaunce  highly 
Minliag  to  the  real  of  the  army,  who,  by  the  bme 
n?  inraached  tba  enemy,  (bond  tbeir  atrengtb  in- 
°^*n  conaidaably  more  than  ona-Gwrih,  aa  had 
"■mbeaudbytBsnKaiitleadaiofthaCamarDDa. 
^joe  Uontioae  axecntad  tbia  emmur-manh,  Ar- 
O^nL  Bl  lli«  head  of  hia  aallant  army,  advanced 
W  <H  mtiham  ada  of  Looh-Eil,  and  reaeiied  the 
"^Lodir,  which  oombinaa  that  bke  with  Locb- 
M<*T.  Ilie  aiuiant  Caaila  of  InTerlocbr,  oace,  aa 
j^  "  "id.  a  loyal  fonreaa,  and  atill,  allhou^  oia- 
j^*tbd, )  place  of  aome  atrenRth  ana  CDDaid^tiail, 
""■d  coenaienl  headniaartera,  and  there  waa  am- 
M  noB  hr  Aiayle'a  army  lo  oicamp  BMnnd  him  in 
;^'iAey,«be,etlMLod)y]oiii8Lodi-Eil.  Several 
fjWiai  bti  aiiandad,  loaded  with  proTiMona,  ao  that 
mar  wat  in  ave^  reapect  aa  well  acoammodated  aa 
*■«  u  army  wiafaed  or  aipected  to  be,  A^yle,  in 
?^™  with  Aucbenbreck  and  Ardenvohr,  eipreeaed 
i"?  fall  coDfldsDce  that  Honlmaa  waa  now  on  the 
«>n  ardeatniction :  that  hia  troop*  muat  gnduallv 
■iUBniih  It  be  moved  aaalwaid  through  aueh  uncouth 

Kibii  thai  if  he  want  weatward,  ha  muat  enconnler 
""<d  Bailliei  if  Donbwani,&ll  into  ib«  hinda 
el  BtaloTth ;  or  ahould  he  chooae  any  balling-place, 
wwDuld  expeaa  himaelr  to  be  attacked  by  thne  ar- 


n  the  proipoci,  my  lord,"  i 


„.  . J  proipocl,  my  lord,' 

Anehcobnck,  "^thal  Jamea  Qrahame  will  be  cr 

with  httle  aaaiatanca  of  oura.  H«  has  lelt  a  heavy 
■eeouni  in  Atgyleahira  aninit  hinL  and  ]  long  la 
reckon  with  him  drop  of  blood  fbr  drop  of  blood.  I 
love  not  tba  payment  of  each  debla  by  third  banda." 
"YouaratooBcnipuloDa,"  eaid  Aigyle:  "whaiaig- 
niflaa  it  by  whoae  banda  tha  blood  of  the  Gnhamee  la 
qHltl  li  ia  lima  thai  of  tha  aona  of  Diarmid  ahouU 
aaae  to  How.— What  Bay  yoq,  ArdenvohrT' 
"  I  aai,  mv  lord,"  K^ied  Bii  DuncaiL  "  that  1  think 
lUcfaenbreck  will  be  gratiOed,  and  will  himaslf  have 


ouqMaia  that  ih«  Canurona  ai 

~' *"  on  the  akirtaof  Ben-liBTiai  uua  moai  do  id 

advance  of  HoDtroec^  and  not  to  cots  hia 

..  „.Dat  be  tome  tcheme  of  haraaaing  and  depiO' 
dadon,"  aaid  A^yle,  "deviaed  by  tba  invBinate  ma- 
jigmtTOf H'llduy.whichbatannaloyally,  Thaycan 
intaid  no  mars  than  an  alteck  on  our  oulpoala,  or 
aome  annoyance  to  lo-monow'i  march." 

"I  have  eaot  out  acouia,"  eaid  Sir  Duncan,  "in 
erery  dirMtion,  to  procure  inlelligencei  and  we  muat 
BODu  bear  whether  they  really  do  aaaemble  any  foroa^ 
— n  what  poioi,  or  wiA  what  purpoee." 

twaalateereanytidingawera  recaind;  butVbMl 
—  moon  had  ariaen,  a  conaidenble  buelle  in  the 
eamp,aiid  anoiae  immediattdy  after  beard  inthecaa- 
-'-  announced  the  arrival  of  important  intdligenoe. 

tbe  econta  Aral  diqieraed  by  Ardenvobr,  aanie 

bid  raiomsd  without  being  able  to  collect  any  thing. 

! concerning  tnOTeroonU  ra 

'■ '  la  if  the 

accountable  and  pOTteOloue  aounda  with  which  (hay 
aometimaa  anooanee  tha  near  approach  of  a  atorm. 
Odier^  wboae  zral  carred  ihero  fiinheT  unn  tbair 
miaaion,  wna  entrapped  and  alain,  or  made  priaon- 
ara,  by  iha  inhabitanta  of  the  fbaCDetaea  into  which 
th^  endeaTOund  to  penalrate.  Al  length,  on  tbe 
taind  sdvanee  of  MoDlroaa'a  army,  hia  advanced 
guard  and  the  outpoals  of  Argyle  became  aware  of 
each  olho:'*  preaanca,  and  after  eichanging  a  few 


Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  and  Anchanbm^  inatanlly 
threw  ihemeelvea  on  horaebick,  in  order  to  viiil  die 
atate  of  the  onlpoatai  and  Argyle  maintained  hi* 
characlar  of  comman(t«r-in-chlef  with  ictHiudon, 
by  making  a  reafMciabla  anansementof  hia  (brcea 
in  the  plain,  aa  il  waa  evident  that  they  might  now 
axpect  a  nijibt  alotm.  or  an  atiidc  in  the  morning  at 
fartheat.  Hontraae  hadkepi  hiaforcee  aa  cautioualy 
within  the  defiles  of  the  mountain,  that  no  efGin 
whidi  Aucbenbreck  or  AidenvohrthoDght  it  pttidmt 
to  allempt,  could  ucertain  hia  probable  airenglh. 
They  were  aware,  houraver,  that,  al  the  uunoat  com- 
putation, it  muat  be  inferior  to  iheit  own,  and  they 
returned  uj  Argfix  to  inform  him  of  the  amount  of 
theirohaervationii  but  thai  nablaman  relveed  to  be- 
lieve thai  Hontroaeeould  be  in  pnaancefaimaalC  He 
aaid.  "  It  waa  a  madneaa,  of  which  even  Jamee  Qia- 
hame.  labia  height  of  preaumptoouifreazy,  waa  in- 
capable; and  he  doubled  not  Ibat  ibeir  march  waa 
onlr  impeded  by  Ihdr  ancient  enemii*  Qlenco,  gejj- 
poch,  and  CHengarry;  and  perhapa  H  Vourigh,  with 
hia  HTheraona,  might  have  aiaembled  a  force,  whidi 
he  knew  muat  be  greatly  ioTeriot  in  numbcn  to  hi* 
own,  and  whom,  therefore,  be  doubttd  not  lo  diqwrae 
by  force,  orby  torma  of  canimlation." 

Tbe  Bpirit  of  Argyla'a  followere  waa  high,  breath- 
ing vengeance  fbr  the  diaaaten  which  their  country 
had  eo lately  undergone;  and  the  niffhl  paaaed  in 
iniioua  hopee  thai  llie  moming  mighl  dawn  upon 
(heir  vengeance.  The  outpoita  of  either  atmv  kept 
a  careful  watch,  and  the  aoldiera  of  Aigyle  ilepl  m 
the  ordei  of  battle  which  ibey  were  next  day  to  oo- 

A  pale  dawn  had  acarce  begun  to  tinge  ibe  top*  of 
tbna  immenae  mountaino,  when  the  leaden  of  boUi 
armiea  prepared  fat  iha  bnainea*  of  ihe  day.    It  mm 


TiLSS  OF  HT  LANDLORD. 


rinted  on  iha  boat  which  ban  his  OhiaAun  tram  tha 
Bgld  of  bkiile.  Than  mm  fealinn  in  hk  boKm 
which  could  not  be  taiir—tl  i  for  ttw  chiraoUr  of  > 
CbiefwMthitof  «  fsiher,  ind  Ibe  heart  of  ■  dam- 
mui  dnnt  nol  dwdl  npon  hii  faiHtif  with  orilinl 
Nveriir  u  upon  tboM  of  othw  nan.  Atnk  (ml 
hanh  aDd  wrcre  10  otbtn^  wu  BMMmai  aDa  Kb«nl 
aroons  hiakiainiHi,  aitd  tba  nobis  baan  of  Aidaamhc 
waawnuvwithbitiaraDtairii,  wfaan  he  ndaoMd  lo 
what  intajpratation  hia  pwMH  conduct  mitbt  anbjact 

"  it  ia  betlar  it  ahonld  be  ao,"  aaid  be  to  himad^ 

derourii^  hi*  own  emotion  ("but of  his  line  of  a 

bundled  aina,!  know  nol  one  wha  would  ham  nlind 
while  the  banner  of  Diarmid  waved  in  ih£  wiad,  in 
tha.bce  of  ita  noai  iovateraie  &■<■  I" 


baatan  with  all  diqiateh  to  faia  poat,  which  w 
the  rij^t  flank  of  Aigrlia'a  Uitla  amr. 
The  letteai  of  AisTle  had  not  paain 

*n»  the  an-ricj 
M  which  paiiiil 


'ney  are  aoins,    aaid  Dalgw 

boreesoutof  Mooir,  likenadaaic ,. 

goea  Sir  DnncBnCampbeU,  riding  a  brown  baraad- 
nuL  which  I  had  maiked  (or  nir  own  aeoond  ihai^. 
"^ToD  an  WTODI,  Maior,"  aaid  HoDtiiia4  wtlh  a 
bitter  amik, "  thej  are  aaiing  ila«ir  preoiooa  ChiM.— 
Oive  the  aigaal  tk  aaaanlt  inatandT— oaod  UM  wcad 
throuifa  the  ranka.— OentloDea,  noUe  Obiefk^  ^m- 
gartT,  Kqipodk,  MTonrisfa.  upon  them  ii 
Ride  to  Hlldiir,  BlaioT  l>*lce(t7,  and  K 
chann  aa  he  lorea  Loebt' —  — —  — ■ 
handfiil  of  boiao  10  my 
placed  with  the  Iriih  aa  a 

CHAPTER  XIX. 

Tna  trumpeta  and  bagpipea,  thoac  damonraa  hn> 
binfera  of  blood  and  death,  at  onoe  united  m  b* 
aignal  fbr  onael,  wluch  waa  icfiltaal  to  bribe  ciTel 
more  than  two  ibouaaod  warriot^  and  t^eehoMOT 
Ihe  mountain  glena  bdund  them.  Divided  mlo  ihMa 
bodiea,  or  cohmuia,  the  Highlattd  followtai  of  Hea- 
troae  pouted  from  the  dafllaa  lAich  had  bitbcMo  cm- 
cealed  ihem  from  ihairenamisa,aiKl  inahed  wuh  i^ 
utmost  detominatiou  npon  ibe  CanpUU  «l>o  <"«- 
ed  tfaair  diuga  irith  tbs  grealeal  firmiNea.  Babud 
thcae  ehaifing  eatumna  maidted  in  line  na  IM 
under  Colkiiio,  intcodad  to  (Dim  the  naarf»  Witt 
them  waa  the  rofal  alandsid,  and  Hontroae  bimaeHt 
andontbeOankawen  about  Oft)' boiae,  under  Dsl- 
gattr,  which  bjr  wondnfnl  exerUOBB  faMl  betai  fcwt  M 
eome  aon  fit  for  awriee 

lis  ri^t  column  of  Roraliata  waa  lad  bv  Oko- 
gatnr,  die  left  br  LotdiiBl.  and  the  centre  br  the  .Gad 
of  Btenieilli,  who  prefored  fl^iiiig  on  fool  m  a 
Hi^iland  dieae  lo  remaining  with  the  cBvalqr.        , 

Ilia  Highlanders  poured  on  with  the  prooenMI 
ttaiTofth^eaanttT,  filing  their  pma,  and  discbair' 
ing  their  arrowa,  at  a  little  diaiance  mm  the  eaenfj 
wbo  TSCMTed  ths  iManlt  with  the  moat  demmmat 
gallantry.  Beiurpmvidedwilhmnaketrr  ibantbt* 
enemiea,  statlonarr  also,  and  thmJne  takiiK  tM 
mondeciaive  aim,  ibaSreof  Arg^eMowenM* 
more  deatinciiva  than  thai  which  iber  itiataBKB- 
The  royal  clans,  ixrcaiinng  this,  luahed  to  close  qa^ 
tare,  and  succeeded  on  two  poiuM  in  threwingm* 
enemiee  inlo  dieordw.  With  regular  troops  ina  nnal 
haTs  achiercd  a  victory ;  but  bare  Higblandeia  <ms 
Wposad  to  Highlandan,  and  tba  nature  of  the,*^ 
pane,  aa  vnS  as  ths  ssility  of  Ihoss  irbo  wihom 
them,  waa  equal  on  boih  aide*.  ,  .   j  ^ 

Their  Bttife  wes  acooiduvly  deepoais )  and  IbadiSB 
of  the  Bwoide  and  axes,  as  they  eneonnleno  esio 
other,  or  mna  npon  ibe  targets,  waa  mio|fl«d  *»■ 
ebon,  wiH.  acumsiini  shrieks  wiib  which  Hi^ 


landsrs  sccomixnr  the  bs 


the  bsllle,  the  dt 


&  LEaSND  OF  HONTROSB. 


vnImi  ««n>M  tCujUiid.  Hinrofthe  ftaea  op- 
poad  wan  famuli*  acwuiiud,  ind  aaufaf  ~ 
M«lcb  lb«BMriTW  wllh  tmA  other  fomi  molito.  _ 
bacnd,  or  a  mora  fluiaoiu  amuUtioo  of  valour. 
NeaUMT  pait)t  wooU  ratnal  m  inch,  while  the  dIum 
of  ibtM  who  M  (ud  thnrM  bti  en  both  udet) 
waa  np«lr  iDppliad  bj  olben,  who  thronnd  lo  the 
frBDierdansK.  A  awi,  like  tb«I«riiich  aniwlnmi 
■  •sMfaing  cauldron,  ran  mie  the  thin,  cold,  froMy 
■IT,  uid  bonnd  «b<ne  the  combntuu. 
So  Mood  the  fi^t  on  the  ri|^l  and  the  oentn,  with 


"Oorf  qamur.'^iT  Doacu,"  called  oar  lUjor 
■■IpMtf,  wfaoi  fail  diMovitMl  hii  leie  hoM,  with  on« 
r  ivo  othMl,  (tafendiiw  hinaelf  tsiinn  Mraral 
[igfaltpdani  aod,  to  eofuce  hi*  oflit,  he  rode  up  to 
■I  wilh  tee  iword  oplifiaL  Sir  Dbbcid's  lipl* 
•m  te  diK^ise  ot  ■  naenred  piMri,  irtileh  look 
bet  not  iM  ihe  penoa  at  the  ndar,  but  on  ihit  oT 
i*  nllMit  bom^  whidL  ihot  dimngh  the  haen,  bU 
mi  ^hIk  him.    Buiald  MacEeflh,  who  vaa  one 


naewbo  btd  bavi  pmafaw  Sir  Doiwui  bni, 
the  onratmiuRto  cul  ^  down  with  hii  braad- 
u  aa  he  turood  from  him  in  tlu  ict  of  king  the 


Thar 

of  hiabratharwbp 

, „  _,add.    "Tillainar 

ha  aaul,^  whu^  of /ou  haa  darad  to  da  1U«  wlun  it 


-^ -gR*nald,Mowi 

"».<"ffW<»*«tpartof  thaMd.    "TilU 

ha  aaid,    wbi<A  of  *ou  haa  darad  to  da  iUk  t> 

waa  my  poaiUn  order  that  the  Enighi  of  Ardannhf 
ahonid  be  taken  ahTor 

Hflf-a-doiaaof  b^  handa,  whidi  wcceamoloualr 
enmloyed  ID  phmdariot  the  fUlta  knMit,  whoM  aiBW 
and  accoutncaeala  wera  of  ■  ~f  ifftn't  badtthuc 
hiaqoaliir,  initanilribnboratbeoomipatioa.aDdhdf 
the  number  of  vouxo  Bicdpatid  dnmaaln^  b*  larins 
the  Uame  on  the  SIvanan,  at  iher  called  Banald 


DoKofanlalaDdsrl"  Nid  Allan,  forsettina  in  Ua 
wrath,  ibeir prophetic  brolherheod,  follow  Ibe  chaaa, 
and  harm  him  no  farther,  unleaa  too  maaa  to  i^  bv 
m  haad."  Th«  wen  at  ihU  moment  Ml  almoat 
alonei  for  Allan  a  thieala  had  forced  hii  own  dan 
bom  the  nl.  and  all  aroaad  had  pnaaad  onwarda 
loward  the.  lak^  curywg  bcftn  them  mnae,  twrar, 
and  ooafiwon,  and  leavuw  bahud  Ofllr  Ibe  diad  and 
dymi.  The  mammii  waa  tanpiiw  to  MtrKmtft 
vengafplapirit.— "That  I  ahoild  die  Inr  tout  hand, 
led  aa  It  IB  with  the  blood  of  mr  kindied,  aaid  he,  a>- 
Bwermg  the  ihiaal  of  Allan  in  a  tone  aa  menaeiic  aa 
hiaown,  "ii  not  more  libaij  than  that  jtn  abould 
Mbrmine."  Wiihnhat.heitrackatU'AalaTwitE 
ndi  uBeipectol  leadkuM,  thai  be  had  acaraa  tuM 


HUB  toe  iDiioi  mm  oi  jnacn^^m,  ana  laTe  jiuan 
..  tmdvaland,  that  if  ha  called  EimMJf  a  oser,  ha 
waa  likely,,  at  ptenni,  lo  find  a  lion  in  hia  path. 
'pure  reqnind  no  more  than  the  seatura  and  tone  of 
defiance  lo  tarn  the  whole  n^  ta  (he  mililalT  Sen  . 

— : 1 juji  ^jjii  ^j^j  oppoaing  thecouiMirf 

—  ,,__ ,  andbJowBweieioatandjr  a"*- ' 

withoai  farther  ca 


, ..e , Bpetaon  of 

the  laner  waa  known  (0  few  of  Hoatroae^alollawem) 
but  Ibe  acuffle  betwixt  Dalftaiir  and  bioi,  both  ae 
well  kitown,  atuacled  inalanl  atlenlioat  and  fbr- 
tunatel)',  kmons  odiera,  diat  of  Honlnae  taimeeU^ 
who  had  oome  lor  the  purpoae  of  gathering  logeihar 
hie  email  bodjr  of  bwaa,  and  fbllowing  ibe  pmwit 
down  Locb-Eil.  itwarsof  the  fatal  conatxiDanats  of 
diaaaoaion  in  hia  little  army,  he  fmriied  hia  horae  iv 
to  Ihe  apol.  and  aeeing  MacEagh  on  the  rround,  and 
DalKettr  in  the  aliiiuda  of  prnlecliag  Elm  asainel 
U'Aiday,  hiaqoiek  appnheaaion  instantly cauiiht  the 
od;  nuairel,  and  aa  inati--'-  ^-——^  -        — 
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and  onupUined  poipoae.  But  HooltoMi,  ik 
searching  iha  molini  of  olbera,  ww  an  en" 
in  eoncaaling  hia  own.    Ha  conaidered  il 


aulted pMtwn,  to  mnora  Allan fnm  tkaatmpfor 
a  bw  dajra,  that  he  mi|dit  pnmda,  a«  hia  bonour  n- 
quired,  lor  the  aafety  of  thbaa  who  bad  teud  aa  hit 
BiudeB,  whea  ha  tnwted  ±e  Seer's  quarrel  with  Dit- 
pMf  mi^l  be  eaailr  made  up.  Allan,  at  partnu,  en- 
irrecxnnlneadnd  tolheHan]iii>lbv«areof  Sir  Dun- 
can Campbell,  whom  Honlioae  inatantlr  directed 
to  be  oonreyM  to  a  place  of  nfety..  He  took  the 

howerer,  to  a  party  of  tba  mw,  wi£  direciiDDa  Out 
be  ahonid  be  taken  care  oC  boi  that  no  Hi^iUndR, 
of  anjr  clan,  ihould  have  aeoM*  lo  him. 

no  Hiiqaia  than  mourned  a  led  hi»aa,  whiebwaa 
bdd  by  one  of  bis  atlendanta,  and  rode  on  to  Tie* 
me  aoena  of  hia  nctorjr,  whidi  waa  more  deeiare 
than  ercn  hia  aidant  hopea  had  antidpatad.  OfAv 
srb^agallant  anny  of  three  tboaaaad  men,  bUjreii* 
EalfMlisthebaltkiOTintheflighl.  Therhadben 
chiefly  drJTen  back  upon  that  pan  of  the  pbin  when 
tho  linr  formi  an  an^  with  the  take,  ao  that  dxn 
waa  no  free  apmiOR  eitbsr  for  ratnat  or  eecape.  Se- 
Taral  bundieda  wereibrced  into  the  take  and  diowaed. 
Of  the  anrriTont  abont  one  half  eacafied  by  nnm- 
mios  the  liier,  or  b*  an  eaily  flight  alou  iba  IcA 
bank  of  the  lake.  Tlie  ramaiadir  threw  tfiemadna 
into  the  old  Caalle  of  Inverlodty  i  hat  being  wiibooi 
either  pto*ieiana  or  hopea  of  lelut;  they  wem  oUiged 
10  aurrender,  on  oondition  of  being  lunend  to  niaiB 


Thia  wai  the  Braaleal  diaaaur  that  eva  bdell  the 
nee  of  Dianoid,  aa  the  Cam^idl*  wen  called  in  lha 
Wifl>iL»nit« ;  it  being  Bsnarally  remaifced  Uiat  they 
wve  aa  Ibrronala  in  the  iaana  of  their  undertakinga, 
■a  thay  wan  aagaoona  in  planning,  and  cotnagMnii 
in  executing  them.  Of  die  number  alain,  nearly  fin 
himdied  were  DooDtawaaaela,  or  gmtlemm  daunint 
deecent  ttom  known  and  renecled  honaea.  And,  in 
the  opinion  of  many  of  the  ebn,  even  thia  heaTyloat 
waa  eieeeded  by  the  diwrace  aiini^  bran  the  iiule- 
riouB  oondoct  of  tbeir  Chii(  whose  gaUay  waited 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Plist  Ehs  din  of  imtUm  bnj'i, 

Hoimoaa'a  aplandtd  auooeaa  orar  bta  poweribl  ri- 
val wu  not  aitaiiMd  without  aome  lose,  thoo^  not 
amounting  to  the  tenth  of  what  ha  iafltOmT  Toe 
obaiiQaie  valonr  of  the  Campbdla  coat  th«  livesitf 
many  bmye  mta  of  the  (moaiie  parlyi  and  men 
were  wounded,  the  Chirf  of  whom  was  the  InaTs 
young  Earl  of  Heateith,  who  had  oomnandcd  the 


— i-    -t- -.—Jytooched,  ho»,._, — 

nMde  niHr  •  gneenl  than  a  larribia  apfMannos 
whan  he  praaented  to  hia  genaral  the  aiandatd  of 
Anyh^  which  he  had  taken  fioiD  the  atandard-heanr 
with  hu  own  hand,  and  aUin  him  in  ein^  oombat. 
Kontioss  dearly  loved  his  noble  kuiainan,  in  whom 


there  waa  eonvKuoua  a  Sam  of  the  mwuus^  ro- 
mantic, disinteraated  chivalry  of  tlw  old  netoie  timM, 
entirely  diSmnt  ftom  the  sordid,  T^lmlatinit,  and 
aelUi  charadec,  which  the  praetiee  of  eniertauiiig 
mocenafT  troooa  bad  introducad  inm  most  Dana  of 
Bnrope,  and  {u  which  degeneracy  Seotlana  which 
flimiabed  soldiers  of  (brtnne  for  tin  service  of  almost 
every  nation,  bed  been  coniamiQaied  wiib  a  nMira 
than  usual  ^ere.  Montrose,  whose  native  nirit  wu 
congenitt.  althougb  experience  had  lauhi  nim  how 
lo  avail  himsdf  of  the  motivea  of  others,  oaed  to 
Henlailh  neither  the  languaoe  of  praise  nor  of  pro- 
mise, but  oUiped  him  lb  his  bourn  u  be  extdaiibed, 
"  My  gallant  kinaman  I"  And  by  this  burst  of  bean- 
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Ut  inbaM  wu  MioUith  thriUad  witli  ■  wumtr 
^ow  (u  ddkht,  than  if  hia  pnuea  lud  baea  raeoidad 
in  m  [qoTi  of  ua  acUoa  acot  diractly  to  tlie  duone  of 


"NiMhmK"be  aaid,  "mirluTd,  now  aeenu  tore- 
maia  ia  wucb  I  can  rendo'  any  taaialanaai  permit 
nM  w  look  after  a  duty  of  homanitr— (be  Kiushl  of 
Aidaarohi;  aa  I  am  told,  ia  out  priaona,  and  levcnly 


lira  been  muiSb  dulcified,  or  amdnrated,  by  the  ao- 
atn  of  hia  EiccUeuy'a  grooina,  who  tnstow  more 
ottha,  and  kicka,  uu  ihumpa,  than  kindneaa  or  c&- 
roaea,  upon  the  animala  entnialid  to  their  chaise  i 
whseby  maof  a  soMTona  qnadnipad,  nndeied  aa  it 


^le,"  raid  Hontroae.    "  Were 

■     ■' -on  at  hor*-*  "  "■- 

[s  of  Aberdi 
the  chair." 


leaileiii*  for  the  eduiaitiaa  irf'  haiaoa 

utbe  Mareacl   '  " 

lalgeiiralonai 

"  Pfraaae,  being  an  tES,'   , .. 

the  GsMcal,"  then  would  be  aome  diaiant  .rdalioB 


achal-ColIeia  of  Aberdeen,  Sir 

DapU  Dalgelir  alone  ahauldfilTlbe  chair." 

Pfraaae,  being  an  aa^"  aiid  Henteith,  aaide  to 


bei  Beeu  the  profeaaor  and  the  atudenle." 

"  Am  Dew,  with  your  EiceUencyfe  pennianon,"  raid 
ibe  new-mada  Eoighl,  "  I  am  gong  (o  pay  mjr  last 

viaii  to  llie  remains  of  my  nld  companion  m  anna." 
"Not  with  the  piirpoaetfeamKlhraugh  the  (xrams- 
"■■'    '  ""  «»id  ihB  Matquia,  who  d  ' 


Sir  Duaald's  enlhuslasm  mlohl  lead 

jr,  uur  orsve  fdlowe  ihemaelvea  will 

ban  but  a  haalrbunal." 

"Your  EiiceUoncy  will  pardon  me,"  saidDalgelty; 
"  uy  ptupoae  ia  loea  l«DaDUc  I  go  to  divide  poor 
Oonavuara  legai.7  with  the  fowla  ol  heaiTen,  leaving 
tbaflaahtolhem,  and  reaeningto  mfaelf  hia  hide  ; 


which,  in  token  of  ■itcctionale  Temembranc&  I  pur- 
poae  to  form  into  ■  caaaock  and  mwaers,  after  the 
Tarur  laaluon,  to  be  worn  undrr  my  annoin,  in  k- 
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Cur.  XXI.) 

JallMpiotictionaf  the  nobla  Montroniuidfriitti 
Ua  mMUDi  Doi  ■ppToach  tba  LowUudii  I  will  oon- 
trim  ■ODW  piniH  mevu  to  raUcre  you  of  one,  who 
lu^  rika  knovs  Dot  how,  become  in  object  of  dutike 

iMn  Mood  u  if  imceitain  whether  to  giie  wi;  lo 
■nnpttliT  with  hsr  diMTMB,  or  to  tnger  ithn 

"  Anoou"  ha  aaid,  "  jmi  k^ow  too  well  how  little 
ftnt  wotdi  biiiiIt  to  mf  lediDgi  low*rdi  jou;— bat 
joa  Hiil  Tooneu  of  Toar  powec  and  Jfou  rsjalce  in 
mr  dcpBTtan  u  raDOTing  t  tpj  upon  tout  inler- 
counewilh  Kenuitfa.  Bat  bewuebolhof  you,"  he 
■dded,  in  i  mnl  tone  i  "  bi  wban  wu  it  erer  heud 
that  an  injair  wai  oBtni  to  Allia  H'AnlRy,  fur 
wfaidi  he  euMcd  not  tenfold  Tennnce  f 

So  njiag,  ha  pnaeed  her  ino  Tombly,  palled  the 
bonnet  om  hii  browB,  and  atrode  out  of  the  tpan- 
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uifriiewaa  tottoioK  "a  the  very  ic- 

tion,  and  wna  itoncadeHiTedofei  of 

all  haman  aaaiBtaiKe.    she  had  Ion  us 

that  aha  lOTsd  Menieith  dearer  Ihi  n- 

deal,  bow  cooU  it  be  alherwiae,  < „  ._!ir 

early  intiiiiacf,— (be  pereonal  merits  of  the  Toung 
tinl>Kman,-4ua  anidooiM  attentions,— and  hia  in- 
finite wiperiority  in  gendeneee  of  diepoeilion.  and 
Knee  of  maQaera,  oierlhe  raceof  rude  warriors  witli 
whom  abetiradT  Buiherafleclion  wasof  thitDuiBl, 
timid,  meditalire  character,  which  eonght  rather  a 
refleeled   aliBre   in  the   happineea  of  the  beloytd 

_ii  which  sha  eipr«ai«3 

I,  has beentnniTetHl bf  the  in)[enioui and 
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It  may  be  well  auppoted.  that  tlia  aocnaa  in  which 

thia  paraon  had  piiaed  hia  fornw  lift^  had  notmneh 


A  Utile  Oaelic  sone,  in 
(  fedingi,  has  been  tnnileted  by  Ibe  inin 
ihappy  Aadrew  H'Donald  ;  and  we  willi 


becledii 


ippy  Aadrew  H*] 
le  tbalinsa  .■ — 


s.'Bi 


TIWHikn  lUf  IHdlih  taart  aiHt  tori, 
Whm  linpe*iili  ba  fOtwnr  fliHra. 


tlM  taioiia  declaration  of  Allan  had  deatrofed  the 
raaaBtie  plao  which  liie  had  formed,  of  nurning  in 
acem  ha  pennie  tendemeea,  without  eeeking  any 
otbd  reiinital.  Long  before  thia,  the  had  dreaded 
Allan,  at  mach  aa  iralitude,  and  a  sense  ihaL  he  aoft- 
tened  towuida  her  a  lemp«  so  haughty  and  ao  vio- 
lent, eadd  permit  bei  [0  do;  but  now  ihe  regarded 
him  with  analloyed  terror,  which  a  perfect  kuow- 
ledgeaf  hiadiapoeiiion,  and  of  hie  precvdins  hiitory, 
too  weU  aaibonxed  her  tn  enlenain.  Whalerer  was 
io  other  reqwcla  the  nobtenees  of  his  diqiontioil,  he 
had  nerer  boo  known  to  reaiat  the  wilfolneaa  of  pa*. 
noo,— be  walked  in  the  bouec^  aitd  in  the  country  of 
bia  ftlhcr^  like  a  lavad  lion,  whom  no  one  dared  to 
cDotradici,  leal  they  Aoatd  xwaken  hia  natural  *ehe- 
mnMc  of  paatum.  So  many  jrem  had  alapaed  aince 
ha  bad  expenenced  contradiction,  or  eren  expoetala- 
tion,  that  probably  nothing  but  the  atrong  good  sensb 
whieb.  on  all  pointy  bis  myaticiam  excepted,  (brmed 
thegroandofbiar'- ■ "■' ■ 


annayance  and  I 
BntAnnoIbMliK 


ler.pravanted  hU  proving  an 
o  the  whole  ne^bourhopd. 


„ , Jiroalehing 

— „ with  unuaual  celerity,  both  which  had 

nnce  beoi  kept  in  good  oterciae  by  the  necesaity  of 
frequent  practice.  Still  it  was  fhnn  an  imperfect 
TscoUection  of  what  he  had  acquired  during  thia  pa- 
cific poiod,  ihalbedfewhiaaonrceeofconTerwtioM 
when  in  company  with  women;  in  other  worda,  hia 
languise  becatne  pedantic  when  it  ceaeed  to  be  mili- 
tare. 

Hiatraai  Annot  Lyie,"  eaid  be,  upon  the  pnaeni 
occaaioD,  "  1  un  juai  now  like  the  naif-pike,  or  ipDn- 
toonof  Achillea,  one  end  of  which  could  wound,  and 
the  other  cure— a  property  belonging  neither  to  Spa- 
niih  pikt^  brown-bill,  partiian,  halberd,  Lochaber- 
Bie,  or  indeed  any  other  modem  alaff-weqiOD  what- 


inoi,  loo  si<Si  at  ht«rt  to  &  amoaedby^irDugsld'a 

ra  of  pedantic  gallantry. 

"  That,  madam,"  replied  the  Knight,  "  maj  not  be 
easy,  ae  I  am  out  of  the  habit  ol  conatra'gg— but 

9  shall  try.    Dicor,  supply  i^d— I  am  called.— Oin- 

r?opy»7-I  remernbCT    '-   "     -J^'     ■'- 
„jt  I  beliere  opi/e-  slaude 
that  is,  Dofitor  of  Phyaie." 

"  Thii  IS  B  buay  day  with  us  all,"  aaid  Annot  i  "  will 

vtvi  BDV  mt  nn/-i.  wl,AI  you  WSUI  With  mel" 

'-"- — '-■  "-■— you  will  Tisil 

n  bring  some 

threatens  to  be 

of  human- 


"  Merely,"  ir^died  Sir  Dugald,  "  that  yc 
my  brother  knight,  and  let  your  maiden 
medieamenta  lot  his  wouno,  which  thre 


what  the Jeamed  call  a  damnum/ataU." 

uly  of  the  1 

heraelf  for  the 


I.]rle  never  lingered  _. 

ity.     She  informed  heraelf  beetily  of  thi 

the  inJunr,  and  intetealjng  heraelf  for  the  digni 
old  Chief  whom  she  bed  seen  at  Damliavinch,  i 

w' ""    '     '■      inch  etiuck  her,  ihe  hnite 

ed  T  own  ■arrow  tor  a  time, 


form  usfaend  Annot  LyIe  lo 
It,  in  wjiidi,  lo  her  suipriae, 
.  She  could  not  help  bluah- 
:,  but,  to  hide  her  confiision. 
examine  the  wound  of  Ibe 
■nd  easily  aatiafied  heraelf 
efciUto  curail.  Aa  Ibr  Sir 
\RTte  out-bouae,  on  the  floor 


yon  before,  I  would  willingly  do  any  thing  K.  , — 
lure  yon,  in  return  for  the  wound  yon  have  received 
while  under  my  aafe-caaduct.  I  have,  tiierefore,  ac- 
cording to  yiMn  mneal  [«queet  salt  Mra,  Annot 
Lyie  to  attend  upon  the  wound  of  the  Knight  of 
Amenvoh^  thou^  wherein  bsr  doing  so  ahould  be- 
naUl  you,  I  esnnol  imafdno.— I  think  you  oncelpoka 
of  some  blood  relitionahip  between  thsmi  but  a  aol- 
dado,  in  command  and  cbaree  like  m^  has  other 
things  lo  trouble  hia  head  with  than  Hi^iland  gene- 
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nets  of  other  people,  unless  it  either  related  to  the 
ait  military,  or  was  somehow  or  other  oonoected 
with  his  own  interest,  in  either  of  which  cases  his 
memory  was  very  tenacious. 

"And  now,  my  good  friend  of  the  Mist,"  said  he. 
"can  you  tell  me  what  has  become  of  your  hopeful 
grandson,  as  I  have  not  seen  him  since  he  assisted 
me  to  disarm  after  the  action,  a  negligence  which 
deserveth  the  strapado  1" 

*'  He  ia  not  far  trom  hence,"  said  the  wounded  out- 
law—" lift  not  your  hand  upon  him,  for  he  is  man 
enough  to  pay  a  vard  of  leathern  scourge  with  a  foot 
of  tempered  steel." 

"A  most  improper  vaunt,"  said  Sir  Dugald;  "but 
I  owe  you  some  favours,  Ranald,  and  therefore  shall 
let  it  pass." 

"  And  if  you  think  you  owe  me  any  thing,"  said  the 
outlaw, "  it  is  in  your  power  to  requite  me  by  granting 
me  a  boon." 

"  Friend  Ranald,"  answered  Dalgetty. "  I  have  read 
of  theae  boons  in  silly  story-booKs,  whereby  simple 
kni^ts  were  drawn  into  engagements  to  their  great 
prejudice;  wherefore,  Ranald,  the  more  prudent 
kmghts  of  this  day  never  promise  any  thing  until 
they  know  that  they  may  keep  their  word  anent  the 
premises,  without  any  displeasure  or  incommodement 
to  themselves.  It  may  be,  you  would  have  me  en- 
gage the  female  chirurgeon  to  visit  your  wound; 
though  you  ought  to  consider,  Ranald,  that  the  un- 
cleaiiness  of  the  place  where  you  are  deposited  may 
somewhat  soil  thegayety  of  her  garments,  concerning 
the  preservation  ox  which,  you  may  have  observed, 
women  are  apt  to  be  inoramately  solicitous.  I  lost 
the  favour  oi  the  lady  of  the  Grand  Pensionary  of 
Amsterdam,  by  touching  with  the  sole  of  my  boot  the 
train  of  her  black  velvet  gown,  which  I  mistook  for 
a  foot-cloth,  it  being  half  the  room  distant  from  her 
person." 

"  It  is  not  to  bring  Annot  Ly!e  hither,"  answered 
MacEagh,  "but  to  transport  me  into  the  room  where 
she  is  in  attendance  upon  the  Knight  of  Ardenvohr. 
Somewhat  I  have  to  say  of  the  last  consequence  to 
them  both." 

"  It  is  something  out  of  the  order  of  due  precedence," 
said  Dalgetty,  "  to  carry  a  wounded  outlaw  into  the 
presence  of  a  knight;  knighthood  having  been  of 
yore,  and  being^  in  some  respects,  still,  the  highest 
military  grade,  mdependent  alwavs  of  commissioned 
officers,  who  rank  according  to  their  patents;  never- 
theless, as  your  boon,  as  vou  call  it,  is  so  slight,  I  shall 
not  deny  compliance  with  the  same."  So  ssjnng,  he 
ordered  three  files  of  men  to  transport  MacEagh  on 
their  shoulders  to  Sir  Duncan  Campbell's  apartment, 
and  he  himself  hastened  before  to  announce  the  cause 
of  his  being  brought  thither.  But  such  was  the  acti- 
vity of  the  soldiers  emoloyed,  that  they  followed  him 
close  at  the  heels,  and,  entering  with  their  ghastly 
burden,  laid  MacEagh  on  the  floor  of  the  apartment. 
His  features,  naturally  wild,  were  now  distorted  by 

Kain ;  his  hands  and  scanty  garments  stained  witn 
is  own  blood,  and  those  of  others,  which  no  kind 
hand  had  wiped  away,  although  the  wound  in  his 
iide  had  been  secured  by  a  bandage. 

".\reyou,"  he  said,  raising  his  head  painfully  to- 
%vard8  the  couch  where  lay  stretched  his  late  antago- 
nist, "  he  whom  men  call  the  Knight  of  Ardenvohr?" 

"The same,"  answered  Sir  Duncan,—"  what  would 
vou  with  one  whose  hours  are  now  numbered  T 

"  My  hours  are  reduced  to  minut^"  said  the  out- 
law ;  "  the  more  grace,  if  I  bestow  them  in  the  ser- 
vice of  one,  whose  hand  has  ever  been  against  mo, 
as  mme  has  been  raised  higher  against  him." 

"Thine  higher  against  meJ— Crushed  worm!" 
said  the  Knight,  looking  down  on  his  miserable 
adversary. 

"  Ves/^  answered  the  outlaw,  in  a  firm  voice,  "my 
arm  hath  been  highest.  In  the  deadly  coACaet  betwixt 
'u*  *®  ^<>wnd8l  have  dealt  have  beaoileepest,  though 
thme  have  neither  been  idle  nor  unfelt.— I  am  Ranald 
AlacEagh— I  am  Ranald  of  the  Mist— the  night  that 
I  gave  thy  castle  to  the  winds  in  one  huge  olaze  of 
nre,  IS  now  matched  with  the  day  in  which  you  have 
fallen  undcriheswordof  my  fathers.— Remember  the 
injuries  tnou  hast  done  our  tribe— never  were  such 


inflicted,  save  by  one,  bewde  thee.  Hi,  they  n|,  it 
fated  and  secure  agamst  our  vengeance— a  short  tune 
will  show." 

"]l|Iy  Lord  Meoteith."  said  Sir  Duncan,  raiaiiig 
himself  out  of  his  bed/*  this  is  a  proclaimed  viUaio, 
at  once  the  enemy  of  King  and  ParliamenL  of  God 
and  man— one  of  the  outlawed  banditti  of  the  Mist: 
alike  the  enemy  of  your  house,  of  the  M'Aolays,  and 
of  mine.  I  trust  you  will  not  sufier  roomenu,  which 
are  perhaps  mv  last,  to  be  embittered  by  hit  bvba- 
rous  triumph. 

"He  shall  have  the  treatment  be  merits^"  said 
Menteith ;  "  let  him  be  instantly  removed." 

Sir  Dugald  here  interposed,  and  spoke  of  RanahTs 
services  as  a  guid&  and  his  own  pledge  for  his  aadoty; 
but  the  high  harsh  tones  of  the  outlaw  drowned  hb 
voice. 

"  No  "  said  he,  "  be  rack  and  gibbet  the  word !  let 
me  witner  between  heaven  and  earth,  and  mas  the 
hawks  and  eagles  of  Ben-Nevis;  and  so  shall  this 
haughty  Knight,  and  this  triumphant  Thane,  never 
learn  the  secret  I  abne  can  impart ;  a  secret  which 
would  make  Ardenvohr's  heart  leap  with  joy,  were  he 
in  the  death  agony,  and  which  the  Earl  oTMenteith 
would  purchase  at  the  price  of  his  broad  earldom.— 
Come  hither,  Annot  Lyle,"  he  said,  raising  himself 
with  imezpected  strength ;  '^fear  not  the  mmt  of  him 
to  whom  thou  hast  clung  in  infancy.  Tell  tneae piond 
men,  who  disdain  thee  as  the  issue  of  mine  andeot 
race,  that  thou  art  no  blood  of  purs,— no  daushter  of 
the  race  of  the  Mist,  but  born  in  halls  aa  loroiy,  and 
cradled  on  couch  as  sof^  as  ever  soothed  infancy  in 
their  proudest  palaces." 

"  In  the  name  of  God,"  said  Menteith,  trembliog 
with  emotion,  "  if  you  know  aught  of  the  birth  of  ths 
lady,  do  thy  conscirace  thejustioe  to  disburden  it  oi 
the  secret  before  departing  from  this  world  f* 

"And  bless  my  enemies  with  my  dying  breath  f 
said  MacEagh,  l(K>king  at  him  malignantly.—**  Such 
are  the  maxims  your  priests  preach- but  when,  or 
towards  whom,  do  you  practise  them  1  Let  naekoov 
first  the  worth  of  my  secret  ere  I  part  with  it— 
What  wouhi  you  give,  Knight  of  Ardenvohr,  to  know 
that  your  superstitious  fasts  have  been  vain,  and 
that  there  still  remains  a  descendant  of  your  hooee? 
—I  pause  for  an  answer— without  it,  I  ^peak  not  one 
word  more." 

"  I  could,"  said  Sir  Duncan,  his  voice  struggUoK 
between  the  emotions  of  doubt,  hatred,  and  anxietr 
— "  I  could— but  that  I  know  thy  race  are  like  die 
Great  Enemy,  liars  and  murderers  from  the  begin- 
ning—but could  it  be  true  thou  tellest  me,  I  oooU 
almost  forgive  thee  the  iruuries  thou  hast  done  me" 

"  Hear  it !"  said  Ranald ;  "  he  hath  wagered  deeply 
for  a  son  of  Diarmid— And  you,  gentle  Thane— ok 
rraort  of  the  camp  says,  that  you  would  purdiase  with 
life  and  lands  the  tidings  that  Annot  Lyle  was  no 
daughter  of  proscription,  but  of  a  race  noble  in  voor 
estimation  as  your  own— Well— It  is  for  no  love  I  idl 
you— The  time  has  been  that  I  would  have  ezcfaan^ 
ed  this  secret  against  liberty ;  I  am  now  bartering  it 
for  what  is  dearer  than  liberty  or  life.— Annot  L^ '» 
the  youngest,  the  sole  surviving  child  of  the  Knight 
of  Ardenvohr,  who  alone  was  saved  when  all  in  hi* 
halls  besides  was  given  to  blood  and  ashes." 

"  Can  this  man  speak  truth  T  aaid  Annot  Lyle. 
scarce  knowing  what  she  said  *  "  or  ia  thia  sooe 
strange  delusion  ?" 

"  Maiden,"  replied  Ranald,  "  hadst  thou  dwdt 
longer  with  us.  tnou  wouldst  have  better  learnt  » 
know  how  to  distinguish  the  accents  of  truth.  Te 
that  Saxon  lord,  and  to  the  Knight  of  Ardenvohr,  1 
will  yield  such  proofs  of  what  I  have  spoken,  that  is- 
credulity  shall  stand  convinced.  Meantime,  with 
dmw— I  loved  thine  infancy,  I  hate  not  thy  3roath- 
no  eye  hates  the  rose  in  its  blossom,  tnoogh  it 

Spweth  upon  a  thorn,  and  for  thee  only  do  I  some- 
ing  regret  what  is  soon  to  follow.  But  he  that 
would  avenge  him  of  his  foe  must  not  reck  though 
the  guiltless  be  engaged  in  the  ruin." 

'He  advises  well,  Annot"  said  Lord  Menteith; 
m  God's  name  retire !  if— ii  there  be  aught  in  thii^ 
your  roeeung  with  Sir  Duncan  must  bo  more  prq>a 
red  for  both  your  sakcs." 
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"  I  win  Ml  pttri  fiom  wj  blhtr,  if  I  hava  Iband 
ope !"  (aid  AniMt— "  I  will  not  iiari  rrom  bim  undei 

"  And  «  fuher  jrou  Bholl  ever  find  in 


"Tbeo,"  eaid  Henteith.  "  I  will  hsTe  MBoEsfth  .. 
miniRt  into  in  (djaceQi  ipartmenl,  and  will  collect 
iIm  endenea  of  bit  U.\emjKU.  Sir  DugiM  DalgsUir 
will^ieiiHi  hia  attendance  and  assiiUinca." 

"  with  pleaaora,  m/ lotd."  anaweted  Sit  Dug«ld. 
— '  I  will  be  your  caofeaeor,  or  aasuBaiii^-eitber  oi 
ioth.  No  oae  an  be  »  fit,  for  1  had  heard  the 
whole  morj  m.  month  ago  at  Inveraiy  CBaila—bui 
omlasBtata  like  ihal  of  Ardenvobr  confuae  each  other 
in  BIT  meoioTy,  which  la  beaidea  accupied  with 
unafakORimpottani    " 

Upon  he«riii~  "^ '" 

mad*  al  they  _         _    _         

man.  Lord  Henteilh  daned  upon  Dilsetiy  a  look  of 
eurane  anger  and  diadain,  lo  which  tbs  lelr-conceil 
e*JhB  wottby  commaDder  readied  bim  lolally  ii 
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Tat  Earl  of  Menlailb,  aa  he  had  undertaken,  » 
he  pmxerfed  to  inveeiijato  mora  cloaely  the  ■tor) 
ti^  by  Ranald  of  the  Hist,  which  waa  coiroborilei 
^  Ibe  examination  of  hia  two  Iblhiwa'a.  wbo  hat 
■awattd  in  iheeapacityofguidaa.  Theae declaration i 
he  canfidly  eampared  witn  aneh  circumalances  con- 
nraing  the  dMlrnciion  of  bia  ciatle  and  family  ii 
Sir  Dmcan  Campbell  was  able  10  aapply ;  andilmij 
be  a^ipoacd  be  bwl  forgotten  nothing  rdeting  to  ar 

conacqnBioe  to  prore  that  ibia  waa  no  invention  ol 
ihaaatlaw'B,  for  ihapuipoae  of  passini!  an  impostor 
at  the  tbU  and  beiraaa  of  Ardenvohr. 

Pariuv*  Uenleiih,  to  much  intsreated  in  believing 
(he  tde,  wa*  not  alloeallier  the  fltteel  peiaon  to  be 
inDoncd  widi  the  invMtujation  of  iia  tmih',  but  the 
faaminanaoaof  the  Children  of  the  HI  iat  were  aimpla, 
aoontb  aad  in  all  reapecta  consistent  with  each 
ntng.  A  penonal  mark  waa  referred  to,  which  waa 
nvwn  to  bale  been  borne  by  the  infant  child  of  Sii 
Macau,  and  which  appeared  upon  the  left  ahouldei 
o^Annoi  Lyle.  It  was  alto  well  reraemberod,  that 
wbea  the  miaeiable  relics  of  the  other  children  had 
beta  eoUecled,  tboae  of  the  inlant  bad  no  wbara  been 
tend.    Olfaa- cinnmataaca  of  eyidence,  which* 

■"""—"T  to  quote,  broogbl  the  fiilleal  convic 

Henleitb,  bal  to  the  unprajodiced  nund 
'*"  ~ '   n  Annot  Lyle,  an  humble  dqMn- 


eeted,  th 


aibwdiBiianded  10  gfieak  with  lua  gland-child, 

beaaBlly  celled  hia  aon.    "He  would  befbiuid,"  he 
_j  . :-  .1 . .^  jj,  ^^hi^jj  1^  himaelf 

J,  Ihtjcnas  aavBge,^  after  a  doae  aaarch, 
rmiiuE  in  ■comer,  coiled  an  among  tome 
Ma  nnw,  andbmi^l  to  hia  gnndaire. 
Eenneth,"  aaid  the  old  oudaw,  "bear  the  last 
wodaofllMaireoflbybthM.  A  Saxon  soldier,  and 
AUsa  al  the  Bed-band,  left  ihia  cainp  within  iheaa 
fcwboai«t  totrav^  totheeauntryofCaber&e.  Pur- 
ne  them  >a  Ibe  Uoodhound  puranea  the  hurt  deer— 
swiBi  tbe  laka--diinb  the  mountain— thread  the  forert 
— lanrnol  nnlil  you  join  tham;"  and  then  thacoun- 
KUUiee  of  the  M  datluned  aa  biagrandfother  ipoke, 
aad  be  laid  hia  hand  npon  a  knife  which  stuck  in  the 
thong  of  kMber  ibal  conSnad  hia  scantv  plaid. 
"KaP  aaid  ibe  old  man;  "it  ia  not  by  thy  hand  he 
saal  UL  Hey  will  aak  the  newa  from  the  camp— 
ny  lo  ibeni  that  Aonol  Lyle  of  the  Raip  ia  diacorered 
10^  the  dai«bleT  of  Dancan  of  Ardenvobr ;  that  the 
Thaae  of  ifenteitb  is  lo  wed  her  before  lbs  prieal ; 
and  that  you  oi^  i.'eni  la  bid  gueala  to  Iba  bridal. 


Tany  not  their  answer,  hut  raniab  like  the  lightning 
when  the  black  cloud  awallows  it.— And  now  depart, 
beloved  son  of  my  besi  beloved  t  I  ehall  never  more 
see  thy  face,  nor  hear  the  light  Bound  of  thy  foot 
•tep— yet  lany  an  instant  and  hear  my  last  chan 


Remember  U 


;,x 

mi  manners  oj  ine  Children  of  Ibe  Hist.  We 
low  a  etnigKliug  hanc;fiil,  driven  from  every  vale 
le  eword  of  every  dan,  who  rule  in  the  poaaea- 


e  tbaii 


- -    ... ^1  in  the  thicket  of  the 

wi Idem eBB,  and  in  ihemial of  ihe  mountain,  Kenneth, 
eon  of  Eracht,  keep  thou  unaoiled  the  freedom  which 
1  leave  ihce  as  a  birthright  Barter  it  not  neither  for 
Ibe  rich  ftaimeni,  nor  lor  the  elone-toof,  nor  for  the 
covered  board,  nor  for  ihe  couch  of  down— on  the  rock 
or  in  ibe  valley,  in  abundance  or  in  famine— in  tlie 
lealy  summer,  and  in  the  daya  of  the  iron  winter- 
Son  of  the  HiBl :  be  IVee  BB  Ihv  forefathers.  Own  no 
lord— receive  no  law— lake  no  hire— give  no  etipend- 

let  tbedeerof  ihemouniaiji  be  ihy  flocks  aniTheida— 
if  these  fail  ihee,  prey  upon  the  goods  of  otir  oppret- 
Bora— of  the  Saions,  and  of  such  Gael  ee  ere  Saiona 
in  their  souls,  valujng  herds  and  flocks  mora  than 
iionour  and  freedom.  Weil  for  ua  tlial  they  do  to- 
il atfotdalhcbroaderscopefarouirevenge.  Remem- 
ber those  who  have  done  kindness  to  ourraoe,and 
pay  their  services  with  thy  blood,  ahould  the  hour 
require  it.  It  a  Maclan  shall  come  to  ibee  with  the 
bead  of  the  kine's  son  in  hie  hand,  aheller  him. 
ihough  the  avenging  army  of  the  father  wera  behind 
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avenging  army  of  the  father  wei 

for  in  Glencoe  and  Ardnamurchan. 

in  peacB  in  the  years  that  have  gone  by.  The 
of  Diarmid— the  race  of  Damlinvarach— the 
nucrs  of  Menieiih-my  curse  on  thy  head,  Child  of 
the  Mist  if  ihou  spare  one  of  ihoae  namn,  when  the 
time  shall  offur  lot  cutting  tbemoffl  and  it  will  come 
ati       '      '   '  !  shall  devour  each  other, 

ar  d  shall  fly  to  the  Hist,  and 

pe  ince  more,  bc^ne— ahake 

Ih  lal  tbehabitationtof  men, 

wl  i[  peace  or  for  war.    Fare- 

wi  t  thou  die  like  thy  fbrefa- 

ih  I,  or  SBe,  ahall  break  tbT 

ap  -live    frae— requite   kind- 

ne  <f  thy  race  I" 

Tbeyoung  savage  ttooped.  andkissed  the  brow  of 
hia  dying  parent, l>ut  accustomed  from  infancy  to 
auppreea  every  exleinor  sign  of  emotion,  he  parted 
without  tear  or  adieu,  and  waa  soon  far  beyond  the 
limita  of  Montrose's  camp. 

Sir  Dugald  Dalgelly,  who  waa  praaeni  during  the 
latler  part  of  ibia  acene,  was  very  little  edi  fled  by  tba 
conduct  of  HacEwb  upon  iheoccaaion.  "I  cannot 
think,  my  friend  Ranald,"  aaidhe,  "  that  you  are  in 
•■— ' — ' ■'-le  nlad  for  a  dying  man.    Slorma,  oo- 


rea,  tbe    burning  of  aubuiha,  are 

ildier'a  daily  work,  and  arejuatiAed  by  Ibe 
neceasily  of  the  case,  teeing  that  they  are  done  in  tbe 
course  of  duty ;  for  boming  of  aubuitta,  in  particular, 
ii  may  be  said  that  they  are  trulora,  and  cut-lhroau 
lo  all  fortified  lowna.  Hence  it  ia  plain,  that  a  aoldier 
ia  a  profcsaioQ  peculiarly  favoured  by  Heaven,  aeeing 
ihatwa  may  hope  for  salvation,  alihou^  we  daily 
commit  actions  of  so  greai  violence.  Bui  then,  Ra- 
nald, in  all  the  aervicea  of  Europe,  it  ie  the  custom  of 
the  dying  aoldier  not  to  vaunt  him  of  such  doinaa, 
or  to  recommend  tbem  to  hia  fellows;  but,  on  tna 
contrary,  to  express  contrition  for  the  same,  and  lo 
repeat,  or  have  rq>ealed  lo  him.  some  conifbrlablt 
prayei;  which,  if  vou  pleaae,  I  will  intercede  wilb 
bia  Eicellenc/a  cbajitain  to  prefer  on  your  account. 
It  is  otherwise  no  point  of  my  duty  to  put  you  in  mind 
of  tboae  things ;  only  it  maybe  for  ihe  ease  of  your 
onscience  to  depart  more  like  a  Christian,  and  leaa 
ke  a^^Turk,  than  yon  eeem  lo  bo  in  a  fair  way  of 

The  only  answer  of  the  dying  man— (for  as  tuch 

'—-'iMacEagh  might  now  be  conaldarad)— waa  a 
:  10  be  raiaed  to  such  a  poaition  Ihal  be  mi^l 
a  view  from  the  windowof  thecaalle.    Ina 
_         Dat  mist,  which  h    ''  '   '  -■  — 

af  Uiemounltuna,  waa  ni 
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A  LEGEND  OP  MONTItOSI. 


tbci  be  a  peace-n»k«r. 
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Ib  acqatinled  Willi  ths  cbaime  ii 


9  of  hii  Ute  , ;„ , ... 

lud  uadenahvv coRinaaiesM  to  him  (hemramark- 
able  evoiia.  With  the  carelaaa  and  chearfiil  indifier- 
enoe  of  kia  chancier,  be  eipnsead  mucli  mora  jor 
(bin  woBditaiAnMi'agaadfbnaiie:  bad  no  doubt 
whalevtr  ibc  •Pould  ment  it,  and  aa  aha  had  alwava 
be^  bml  in  Ureal  piioeioiea,  woeld  oonve;  iba 
whole  (State  of  bar  grim  fanatical  falhcf  (o  aonia 
booaal  teHow  who  lOTsd  ibe  kioB.  "1  ihould  have 
ao  obitakM  that  my  braihor  Aflaa  ahould  ii*  bis 
cbaaoe."  adiial  he,  "  Dotwiitaalandiog  that  Sir  Dua- 
caa  Campbell  vu  Ihe  onlr  mm  wEo  ever  charged 
DnalinTajaeh  with  iahoaiDlality.  Anool  Lrle  could 
alwBT>  eharm  Allan  out  of  the  eullanar  and  who 
knows  whether  mavimany  mishl  not  make  bim 
man  a  man  at  ihia  Worldr' 

Moauowe  hutoied  to  interrupt  Ibe  proarsaa  of  bi* 
cMtle^Mlildilu,  by  inranaing  him  ibal  iGe  ladl 
■beadr  wooed  and  won,  and,  with  her  fathc 


iladf  1 
tidr  to  be  wedded  e 


the  bdf'a  proueter,  lu  waa  now  to 
aeaca  at  Ibe  certoian*.  H'AuUt  kicked  tery  orara 
St  ihia  iolimitieg,  and  drew  op  hie  peiaon  with  the 
lir  of  one  who  thought  that  he  had  bean  nedacled. 

"  Hb  eoticei*ad,"  be  Mid,  ^  that  hia  nnilorm  kind 
treatnaeat  of  the  yqung  lady,  whik  ao  many  yaara 
amleT  bta  rmC  Itqnired  •omalbiog  more  upon  aneb 
■n  occasion  than  a  bare  comptiment  of  ceremony. 
He  iiiighi "  be  thoaght,  "witfaoot  amgaacB,  hate 
BipecUd  to  ban  bera  conaollsd.  He  wiiihed  hia 
kinaiaan  ef  Maitaiih  wall,  no  man  could  wiah  him 
beim;  bat  be  mual  lay  he  thoug^ht  hs  had  been  baa- 
tr  m  Am  aaua,    AUan'a  aenllmenta  towarda  the 

i^j_  u_i  t ,  ^1^  uoderalood,  and  be, 

f  the  superior  preteniiona 
'alituds  ahould  haie  bean 
undergoing  eomeprerioai 


jl  where  all  ihia  painted, 

aamabletand  to  consider 

thai  tha  jtnighi  of  Aidso- 

— 'r  the  hand  of  hia  aole 

oiabla  eiMUeni  qul- 

B,  by  wbidi  inn  were 

Diada  all  trambCa  who 


higher  too^ 

ich  might  beprandieial  to 

UNntHTout  u  bim,  that —  ,•.- 

tbat  Alltn'B  effims  should  not  be  in- 

■area  of  bia  praaani  miaaion ;  "  a 

"hi|^T  bonomaUa  for  bimMl( 

!ly  to  proTB  meat  advaniaseoia  to  die  King's 

Be  eipecuid  hia  brolfaar  would  bold  no  com- 

with  him  upon  oihar  aDbjeets,  00^  slir  up 

/  Jisswaion,  which  might  diyert  ma  mioa 

itar  of  fad)  impottanca. ' 


ib«I  III  which  Hontroas  amid  bring  this  man,  tbo- 
roughly  good-tampend  aa  be  was  on  all  occaaions, 
save  whan  bia  pnde,  interest,  or  piejudicaa,  ware  in- 
leifefsd  wiih.  And  «l  Ibis  point  the  Marquis  wa* 
fain  to  leave  the  mailer  for  the  pntsnic. 

A  more  willing  guaat  at  the  bridal  ceremony,  cer- 
tainly a  more  witling  attendant  at  the  marrisgs  wsst, 
wu  to  be  elpected^in  Sir  Dugald  Dabelly,  whom 
HontnMB  retolTed  lo  iniile,  a*  li*(if|g  been  a  confi- 
dant to  the  ctimmstaQCM  whieh  preceded  it.  Bnl 
even  Sir  Diwaid  baaitated,  hioked  on  the  dbowa  of 
hia  doublet,  and  the  knees  of  hia  leather  broechea^  and 
mumbled  out  a  aort  of  reliiclani  aojuiescence  in  the 
inviuiion,  providing  he  ihould  find  it  possiUe,  »tut 
consulting  with  the  noble  bridegroom.  Montrose 
waa  iomewhal  autpriaed,  but  scorning  lo  ISBliiy  dia- 
pleaaun,  be  left  Sir  Dugald  lo  puraue  ms  own  coum^ 

This  carried  him  inalanlly  lo  the  chamber  of  lh« 
bridegroom,  who,  amidst  iha  scanty  wardrobe  which 
hia  camp-eguipage  afforded,  was  aeeking  for  such  sr- 
tielaa  ss  might  appear  la  the  heal  advanlaee  upon  the 
approaching  occasion.  Sir  Dugahl  enierBd,  aild  paid 
his  oomplinunta,  vrith  a  very  grave  face,  upoa  bia 
vproachii^  hsppinsBL  whidi,  he  laid,  ha  was  vaqr 
sorrv  hs  waa  prevented  ftom  witnearing^" 

"In  plain  iiuth,."* " 


dhe,": 
hat!  la 


oulOni  I 


that!  ladi  a  bridal  gannoiL 
IS,  and  tallvB  at  elbows  in  the 
Its,  might  presage  a  eitoilar  ao- 
luiion  of  continuity  in  your  mslnmoaial  bappinaaa— 
snd  to  say  nvth,  mv  lord,  you  yourself  must  partly 
have  the  blameof  this  dieainointmeut,  in  teapeet  you 
seal  me  upon  a  fool's  errand  lo  get  a  buff-coat  out  ot 
the  booty  uksn  by  the  CsmetOQ^  whereas  you  tnigfat 
aa  welt  have  sent  me  to  fetcii  a  pound  otfi^ah  batter 
out  of  s  black  dog's  throat  I  had  no  answer,  my 
lord,  but  brandished  ditks  and  broadswcnda,  and  • 
sort  of  growlinii  aitd  jabbsHtig  in  what  tha;  caU  tbor 
lingnage.  For  my  pan,  I  beTieve  these  Hwhlandera 
to  be  DO  better  than  abeolnle  pagans,  and  Give  bean 
'  by  ibe  manner  in  which  my  a 
iMac"--'- ' -■  •-  ■- 


%  Ranald  Macl 
'    a  little 


icEai*i,.wa« 
while  amce. 


b^ 


In  Henieith'B  etata  of  miuLduDoaed  to  be  pleased 
with  every  thing,  and  every  body,  the  grave  complaint 

of  SirDogidd  lurniahsd  additional  s 

requealed  hia  aecaptaiMO  of  ■  vary 

dnsalriueh  waa  lyingon  the  floor.      -  ._  _-„- 

it,"  he  said,  "  fbr  my  own  bridsl-garment,  aa  beiuf 
the  Isssi  fonnidaUe  of  my  warlike  eqmpiiMniB,  and  I 
have  here  in  i»«»Ai1  rfr««." 

SirDoj 

happil*  0 
according 

hi,  had  a 

of  oldOe 

the  NcntI 
Earl  laug 

ali^ai 


Ss 


Tales  op  mv  landlord. 


QuF.  XXIII.1 


know  DothinK,  hduI  we  find  him  in  poueBuoa  of  hia 
[•lenwl  ««i«ie  or  DrumthirBckel,  which  be  sinuirBii, 
Dol  br  the  iwonl,  but  br  a  padSc  imermiiTiage  with 
Heanih  Slnchui,  *  mmmiii  lomewhat  siiickeii  in 
jcan,  tbs  widow  oi  the  Aberdeeoshiia  CoTeaanur. 


k  LEGEND  OF  MONTROSE. 

SirDugaU 


„ juppoied  to  have  aurvived  iha  Kevo- 

lutioo,  a*  tnditioDi  of  no  T«rT  diituil  dale  nprewnt 
him  u  entiling  about  in  that  couairy,  very  old,  Terf 
ietS,  and  very TuQ  of  inienninable  alohea  aba-.:t  tha 


END  OF  A  LEGEND  OF  HONTROSR 


iLUBca!  Th>  Talh  or  ht  luuiDUiaD  are  sow 
finally  doaed,  and  ii  wu  my  parpow  lo  have  ad- 
iliiiiiiilThii  m  the  vein  of  Jedcdinh  ClsiBbbothsin; 
tni.  hkeHoiim  the  winof  Asmir.  and  lU  other  imi- 
gintrysiary-telletB,  Jedcdiah  hai  melted  into  thin  air. 

lb.  Cleiahboiharn  bore  ibe  aume  reaemblaace  lo 
AritL  aa  he  at  whose  voice  he  roee  doih  lo  tiie  sage 
Prv^m :  aiid  yet,  so  fond  ore  we  of  the  ficiiona  of 
gvownbncy,  ibati  pari  wilh  him,  ind  all  hiaima- 
BDiiy  localiuo,^  wiih  idle  teluclance. 


;  bDl  b 


n  which  the  reader  will  liltle  lym- 

i — gj^  aenaibie  than  I  am, 

now  been  exhibited  ol 

dw  Soottiah  ehBiacler,  lo  eihaual  one  individual'a 
|io«a«  of  obaerYstion,  and  that  to  peniat  would  be 


uaelen  and  tedioua.  I  have  the  vanity  to  auppon, 
that  the  populiriiyof  iheae  Novda  hu  abown  my 
countrymen,  and  ihair  peculiahuea,  in  liriila  whicti 
w  "  -'--■'—-'-- J—    Brtd  ihal  many. 


I  the  alluaiona  to 

lat  there  remains 
abourera  cuabLo 
rriter  lial  of  lata 
1  and  if  the  pia- 
I  bepetmilled  (o 
later  ahnlow,  ba 
tlborof  Ibe  toy 


END  OF  TALES  OF  MT  LANDLORD. 
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A  ROMANCE. 


Now  fitted  the  halter,  now  treTereed  the  cart, 
And  often  took  leave,— bat  seem'd  loath  to  depart  !* 

PaxoB. 


•  ThtiBot:oiUodcitettM  AathorratarataftotlMitagt  rapetledlf  afttr bariiic  talun Iwm 
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wlildtibg  hu  rhi«n  An  hii  HbJKI.  wiili  ill  iu  innpiiin 
■ImtioiigriodcotpiKipiiiuili'OHiorciunDi  Hii(«c- 
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I  V  A  N  H  O  E. 


4  lujn  fareat,  coveiins  the  ra«sl«i  pan  of  the 

M  hiDi  and  vall^t  wfiich  lielwlweMi  Sbefflnld 

tad  ihe  pkaMint  town  of  Doncuier.    The  miains 
of  1^  erteoare  wood  ue  atiU  to  be  Men  at  tht  nobk 


5if  Wuidn;  hen  wen  ibu^t  manT  of  the  nioM 
sale  baltles  duriOB  ths  CinlWinof  IheBom; 
baiitwfloiinidiediii  indent  limea  ihoae  Ittndi 
ofgillut  oolUw^  whou  daedi  htTO  bean  nndeced 
■n  pqnlu  ia  Rnglijh  eons. 

Such  bang  our  chief  scenes  Ihe  dale  of  oar  atotj 
r^n  to  a  period  lowaxda  the  end  of  the  rsign  of 
iiAui  L,  whea  hie  renm  from  hia  long  capiirity 
ud  twcoTDs  in  erenl  ratharwiahedlhanhopeafbrt^ 
IB  dapwhng  aubjectsi  who  wen  in  the  mean  time 
KibiRW  la  evay  ■peciee  of  mbordinate  (npraenon. 
Tk  ooGIe^  wboae  pows  had  become  exorbitant  dur- 

SI  Ihe  Rjgnof  Sleiihen,  and  whom  ihe  pnidenceof 
mry  die  Second  had  ararte  reduced  into  aame 
ijcpnofaobJectioD  to  Ihgcnivn,  had  now  teaumed 
uar  ucieni licenae  in  ila  ulmoit  extent ;  deapiaing 
ibtliftileiDUTfenncaofltaeEnRiiihCouiidl  of  Stale, 
nHUfrmg  dior  caitlea.  increaaing  the  number  of  thai 
dfpeuluita.  radiKhig  aU  aiDoiid  ibem  to  a  iitaie  of 
fuBUg^  rail  itriving  bjrerery  meana  in  their  power, 
to  MCB  ilicoadTCa  each  ai  the  head  of  such  li»De>  ai 
rnuhiauUihtmtaniakeafiKuiein  (he  national  con- 
nlBouwiiidi  appeared  to  be  imiienduu. 

ne  (jtnuioa  of  the  ioIeHor  gentry,  or  FnoUioa,  aa 
toer  *i>e  called,  who  by  the  law  and  ipirit  of  the 
^bU  euuiitation.  vera  eaiiiled  la  hi4d  ihemaeJvei 
iiidqaiileiitoflBlidBl  irrann]',  become  now  nniuoollr 
fKuim.   1£  aa  wna  moat  generally  the  ease,  they 

w«d  ibantant  imder  ihe  protection  of '-*- 

pctif  kiiigi  in  their  nonily,  aocepted  of  lei 
ra  liu  hoiaAold,  or  bound  themaelTe%  by  n 
ua  of  aliitnoa  and  protection,  lo  rapport 
aurpiiw*.  they  Bil«hi  indeed  pnrchaae  — , — < 
'q>M;  but  il  moat  be  with  the  atoilke  of  that  inde- 
C^ooice  which  wu  ao  dear  lo  ereiy  Eogiiih  boeom, 
unuikeoenBinhaxvdofbeinsinTolTed  aa  a  party 
°>*UleT«rraah«niedition  the  ambition  of  their  pro- 


poeaaaaed  by  the 

the  voyedee  (^ 


vw"_>'>'  t~uuuuuuL.  u,  the  neat  Batoiu 

*<  maiiieTer  wanted  the  pretext,  u>3  aeldom  the 
■tw  anaa  and  pc 


oHimciioa,  any  o 

•raoinetWeJio  „, 

ui  itunlf,  ud  to  trust  for  iheir  proleclion,  di 
oanBttx  af  (he  timefc  t"  ■^~- ""^ ''"*'^"— ™" 
indladMliwaoftbi 


,  Juringth 

to  iheir  own  ioofieonTe  conduc 


Ihe  ^Tumy  of  the  DoMity,  and  the _ 

J^tner  rlawea.  arose  from  the  eonseqneneea  of  the 
CemuMi  bv  Dnke  Wimam  of  Normandy.  Four 
^caitiaiu  had  not  aulBced  lo  blend  thshoalde  blood 
n  Ok  IToreuinB  and  An^o-Saions,  or  lo  nnile,  by 
B  and  mutual  iauceita,  two  boatjle 
1  Mt  the  elatioD  of  nimmdi. 


10  IVANHOE.  tCBir.  I 

tlin  illuminttsd  in  brilljanl  pilcbw  tbe  portioru  or  we  ludtlieMineKntDf  HoiklswithluBcoinpuiioai 
tart  lo  which  Ifasy  made  thar  my.  A  coiuiderabis  biil  inatead  of  tha  rail  of  leaOur  ihoag,  hia  laga  wan 
g|i«n  apv^  ia  the  midsl  of  ihia  g^a,  teeiaeA  /or-  c*aed  ia  a  mn  o(  nnon^  of  which  one  wM  ted  and 
maAj  to  hare  becD  dedicated  lo  the  ril«  0/  Druidical  (be  otbar  raUow.  Be  waa  proTided  alao  with  a  qvi 
aoparatitiaii  i  for,  oa  tbe  aummil  of  a  bilioc^  eoieni-  hanug  around  it  more  than  ona  bail,  about  the  mat 
l«r  u  M  aeem  artiGdal,  ttaero  adll  rEmaiiu^  pari  of  a  of  dtoie  niattied  to  bawki^  which  Jingled  a*  he 
circle  of  raugfa  uohewn  atones  of  lalM  dinniufnu.  tnnfed  hit  head  10 one  aide  or  other;  and aa  baael- 
Seran  atood  upri^ti  the  reat  had  Beea  dialodged  dam  nmained  a  minute  in  the  aame  poatan,  the 
ftom  tbeirplBCWpnmlilr  by  the  laal  of  aoma  con-  aoond  might  bo  conaderad  aa  inceaeanl.  Annnd 
TantoChnMiaiuly,andl*r,aomepraatnlenMnheii  the  edm  of  tlpa  cap  waa  a  alls' bandeau  of  lealhat 
IbtmarailA  and  omera  on  the  ■iosoi  toe  oOL  One  cut  at  tne  top  mlo  open  work,  wunbHng  annoDet, 
huge  atone  only  bad  fiiundita  way  to  the  bottom,  and  while  a  pmlooged  bag  aroae  from  within  it,  and  fell 
m  Bloraingtbe  coureeof  a  amsll  orooii,  which  glided  downononeaSooldei'iikaaBoldbahioDediu^t-cap, 
■mooSily  round  the  Ibot  of  the  eminence,  ga™,  by  iia  or  a  jeUy-bM;  or  the  head-gear  of  «  madernnuHar. 
aii[io«tlon,afeehlemceofniumiurta  theplacidend  It  waa  to  tbia  pan  of  the  cap  that  dia  belli  wen 
ebewhcre  lilent  atreamlel.  ittacbad  1  which  eueumatanc^  aa  wril  aa  the  ahape 

lie  own  half-cmed,  halt-cim- 
nlenance,  MifflcieDll/  pcinlal 
•  tbe  race  of  domeaoc  dawn* 
in  tbe  houeea  of  the  weahn]^ 
am  of  thoae  lingering  boon 
d  to  ipend  within  doom.  Ha 
on,  a  BCTiPi  alladied  to  hb 
m  DOT  kiufe,  being  prabaUj 
g  to  a  daaa  iriiom  it  ■  ea- 
niraat  with  edged-tcnlB.  In 
[uqjped  with  a  awoid  at  tat^ 
rfaich  Harler^in  operatea  hip 


bent  on  the  grouikd  with 

an,  whtdi  migbt  be  ahpoM 
r,   bad  not  the  fin  whidi 

I  hk  ted  eye  manileated  that 
tiie  appearance  of  eulkn  da>> 
■preHun,  end  a  di  voaiiin  K> 
^  Wambo,  on  the  Wher  band, 
h  hia  elate,  ■  tort  of  ncant 
mpstiedce  of  anjr  pqetme  of 
the  uimosi  no-aaufacticai 
uietioa,  end  the  appearance 
dtalo^e  which  they  mam 

II  earned  on  in  Anfilo-Saxan, 
IB  univeraally  apoken  ■" 


enetn.  alter  blowing  ma  horn 
t  together  the  acallatHl  btid 
verinK  hia  colt  with  noiea 
k,  however,  no  haate  to  re- 
he  Inxunous  banquet  of  beech- 
■--■■  -"—  "--d  feitened,  01  " 
>  irmlet,    wl 

-=„ .lay  etietched  — 

gndleM  of  the  loica  of  their 

St.  Whhold  npon  iliem  and 
"  if  die  two-legged  wolf  anap 
I  nifdM&IL  1  am  no  tme  man. 

he  ejicolated  at  tbe  (op  of 
riHflm-looking  dog,  a  aort  ol 
laif  greyhound,    whkdi  tan 


la  refracron'  grimtaTa  i  bat 
Mpneheneion  of  the  awine- 
e  of  hia  duty,  or  matioe  pn- 
m  httbo-  and  thhtieT.  and 
ch  be  aeeined  to  denn  to 
w  die  teeth  of  Um.'^aaid 
er  of  niiBcfaier  eonboDd  the 
lat  cut*  the  fbredam  onoU 
nflllbf  their  trade  t*  Wamba, 


wbHt  Iw  Mdaoad  BUT  a  hi 


Ih  di^D  aifMtruMt  ^  tkii  oaraloida  not  o 
lUncUd  A*  mtBmtt  oT  Wunb*,  tmt  eidud  w 


chwiof 


•ucikr.'  B^Ri  lbs '  common  'pupla,"tiu 

oUMof  ibeeoadDct  of  Ihar  bciuntbu  .._ 

lUcewiAilMlidlMofPrioiAnner.  Hawugeiw- 
Mi;  UH  cfairin,  u  it  ii  wau  knoim,  ooTcnU)  ■ 
■■Hiilie  of  WM,  m  toother  now  ibui  uu  in  which 
II  ■  nid  10  do  V  in  icripIDm.  The  nftaaet  of  ihs 
BOHMnTi  of  which  »  lirse  part  mi  at  hi<  diwq- 
■>!■  nia  tbqr  tnia  hmi  the  msuis  of  MippljinE  bia 
*<ni  raj  Nndnabls  expcnui,  ifEnded  alio  thoM 
»r«uiu  iriaeh  he  beMowed  Mtuiiig  tha  pasunliy, 
■H  wnh  which  ha  Ircnattlr  idiered  the  dutteMM 
auMiwnwl  If  nioi  Armcr  roda  hud  in  the 
™^  «  laniined  long  (t  tha  huuuet,— if  Ptior 
VmvwHm^M  tha  early  petp  of  dawn,  to  enter 
<«  P°Maii  of  the  abbeT,  «a  ha  ^ided  home  Irom 
"tw  wndntOBa  wfaic^  had  occupied  tha  hounoT 
'■'onKBea  «nlr  ahramed  19  their  ihouldeix  and 
""MMihasadraloEiaiiTMtnlariliBshirecallecl- 
ai  au  Ike  nM  were  piactiaedby  many  or  nil  breth- 
"■■tohail  no  ledeanine  qualitiea  whalaoever  to 
•uuBTihKn.  PfiorATmer, tharefore, andhiacha- 
™^,  WB»  well  kDowD  lo  onr  Saun  aerfa,  who 
«•  DMir  nde  obeuuicei  and  nccind  hii "  terurfi- 
■"'S-wjfe."  ID  return. 

nn  ibt  aagdai  appearanea  of  hie  compaiuon  and 
lu>  HMdula,  airealfld  their  alteation  and  aidted 
"{^■ODdeT,  and  ibey  could  Kaitely  allend  to  iha 
™  «(  Joriinli'  qoeadon,  when  he  deniRnded  if 
f^totwoftnTpUeeofhiilioinaga  — ■*- 

^.■tWr  asmaraoie  of  (be  awi 


'mi 


i™t  ^ia' 

loo,  dial  the  languid-  _ 
cQideired,  and  the  infor- 
ndaua,  though  not 

iTi  of  the  Saxon  paaai 

1,"  aaid  tbe  Pciorj  raiaing 
ua  Prancii.  or  mixed  Inn- 
n  and  Saxon  raced  con- 
f  (here  ha  in  ihia  neigh- 
'ho,  for  the  loro  >'  Ooi, 
ircb,  will  KJTe  twii  ^^  lier 
cir  (rain,  a  ni^l'a  hjapt- 


■U  fortned  a  itrong  conlraat  to  the  modeat 
■no  be  thooabt  it  proper  to  employ. 

Two  of  the  ta  umbleal  Mnanu  of  Mother  Chm^  T' 
KKiiad  Wamba  10  tnmael^— bat,  Ibol  aa  he  wai, 


_ _ _ ,  teihtpnipM 

Aan.  TIm  path  KnaUdoni  into 
nd  etaaaad  man  tbu  ms  Inook, 
o  wfaidi  wu  rsndcnd.  pmloa  bf 

imnsh  wfakfa  il  Oowcdi  bol  tba  Mru 

■Mowd  ID  know,  ■•  if  bf  imliDO^  tba  lauiM 
innii  iDii  iba  nieM  iMinu  ol  umub)  ual  br  c 
of  KMioQ  and  aiigBtMa,  bmwu  toe  paitiaa  au 
nuB  a  wider  anain  ifaan  aiiT  ihav  had  ml  aaBii  t  a 
Una  low  imrailar  buildiiw  a 
r.  he  aid  M  lAa  Piior,  "Yodi 


nnr  aimmir, ,      

■ocbcrwood,  tha  dweUutg  ofCadrie  tba  Suun." 

nia  ma  •  joyflu  laiiaiBlioii  to  Ajrnsr,  wk 
■erraa  i*a*  Dona  of  Iha  etiiHignt,  and  »ba  had  1 
bred  anui  agitauoo  and  alana  in  iba  otmna  Of  pa 
ins  ihMagb  ilie  daogEnaa  bosa,  that  hs  had  ddi 
had  tha  earioaUy  lo  aak  his  gatie  a  sadts  qnMlir 
tSwjftwy  ^^■Hfa^f  i^n^  ^i  hiaaaaaand  naar  ahatar . 
cDrioaWT  bagaa  to  awako,  and  he  demanded  of  i 
Kuids  who  and  whal  he  waa. 

''APalmir,  jval  retnnied  bom  the  Holy  Lam 

"Ton  bad  belter  hate  tarried  dieta  to  Bgbt  Sit  I 


Tnie,  Remtend  Sir  KniBht,"  anamnd  Uie  P 
■n.lovboDi  the  anwaraDca  of  the  Templar  aeeni 
KnEtlf  famlliaT  I  but  wban  ihoae  wbo  an  imi 
ouh  to  recover  the  holj  cily,  ue  bond  travelling 


The  Templar  would  have  nuds  an  angry  leiilKt 
wu iatemipted  by  tfas  PHot,  who  wiiQ  iiiiiiiieiiil  1 
aMaBiahnuJal,  that  tbair  guide,  alter  auob  low  i 
•eux,  ahiHikl  be  to  pei&lly  acquiioied  with  t 
pMaca  of  the  Ibreat. 

"I  win  born  a  nabve  of  ibeoe  pans,"  aiuwM 
ihor  piide,  mad  a*  he  made  tba  reply  ibey  atood  beji: 
tbc  EunaiOD  of  Cedrici— a  low  aretu\ai  buildii 
Daataiaing  nerenl  court-yuda,  or  eacloauiea,  exiBC 
icg  over  a  ccnindexable  apace  of  ground,  and  whit 
IbDggb  ita  sue  aisued  lbs  inhabiUDt  to  be  a  per* 
of  wtallh.  difiered  enlitely  tiam  the  tall,  lurretlt 
and  caateUntad  buiUtin({a  in  wbicb  tbe  Norniao  a 
aod  whicb  hod  become  tba  uniran 
■re  ihroughout  England. 
■  not,  howerer,  wiUuul  doftnca 
uu  uauiHumi,  ui  that  diauubed  pEiiod,  could  ha 
becQ  id,  witbnil  the  risk  of  baJnAplnndeied  and  bui 
befivi  Ibe  next  morning.  A  deep  fixse,  or  dib: 
was  draim  rattnd  tbc  wnble  budding,  and  BUed  wi 
wUb  bam  a  nd^ibourins  stieam.  A  douUs  Moc 
■de,  or  paliaade,  composed  of  pointed  beama,  whii 
tbe  adjacenl  forest  ni[iplied,^sfeiided  Ibe  outer  ai 
iitDQ  bank  ot  the  treneh.  fliers  was  an  entran 
trosa  the  weat  through  the  outer  atodisdc^  wtu 
HBiununicaied  by  a  drawbridgg  with  a  aimilar  on 
mg  in  ihe  iatenor defeocea.  Some preciutuKUDi 
been  taken  to  place  those  entnuKsa  uiider  the  pi 
lactun  of  projectintt  anslea,  by  iriiich  they  might  1 
ftmkad  in  caae  of  ceed  by  archer*  or  slingers. 
,  B^n  Uua  entrance  Ibe  Templar  wound  hii  ho. 
touai-,  far  tbe  ram,  "which  bad  long  mreateoe 
Mtpa  Bow  to  descend  with  great  Tiolence. 

CHAPTER  III. 

BTttSiMOj 


[  acaieely  re 
^-^^—^vj  ^yy—vK.  Jar  the  ercauia  "««  v,  i.'vui 
BjeftawL  Ills  ro(tf  composB]  of  beams  and  raflei 


pS«%  ptankinx  and  t^b  i  tbere'ina  a  hq 
a(  eiibar  end  of  tbe  ball,  but  aa  the  cbimoe; 


M  «Dcii  of  tbe  mieke  found  its  way  into  tbe  apai 
aeat  aa  eKapad  by  tbe  proper  vent.  The  conaiaj 
•spate  which  ibu  occiewned,  had  polished  tbe  raf- !  sitnhda  iJ  the  aama  baUtin  wItK  die  pMsinl^  bu^ 


*(;.^™«*'!  ^^  Vi  thwrn^W  ..»imiuomt|obe™d  me  i«  no^kmmr  mins,  nor  wiU  1  eonc«m 
mmir  mora  for  hu  Ale  than  for  (hat  of  the  moH 
worlhlBM  among  tfac  milliond  that  ctct  •haped  i1m 
CTMB  on  tbdrahoulder,  nahed  into  aiceas  md  hlood- 
"" irf*^  "        ''  "■  ''«»'np''*'>n»nt  of  iha 


riB  un  otB  Diowa,  and  Med  lug  tjta  for  an  innaDl 
oa  the  ground ;  u  he  miftd  them,  the  (aldioB  doort 
at  Ibe  bottom  of  the  ball  were  caet  wide,  antL  pie- 
ceded  l(f  the  ma]Or-domo  with  his  wind,  and  ftmr 
oomeatica  beaiing  blaiinit  lorchea,  the  guesti  of  iha 
OTemng  entaed  tbe  apeitmenl. 


CHAPTER  IV. 
WldiihHpudilHmiiiuiba  — 
AH  Int  pnnd  atmi  wu  dti  tto  b 
wjtk  In  npand,  Okt  «a>l  ihi  I 


.siTass'd-"K£ar.5sri5s4. 

otmn,  BKt  11. 

Tki  Prior  Aymerhad  taken  the  opponaDitf  iflorded 
lum,  of  chatiginB  hta  riding  tobe  for  one  of  yet  more 
coBlljr  tnat0iala,OTer  whtoD  he  wore  ■  cope  cuiioualy 
smbrowiered.  ,B«ide>theinaaNTCjK>ld«iK8DetrinB. 
which  marked  hm  eccIeaiMticsl  i&iiiiv, ImfiiuHB, 
ihough  lonlrwy  to  the  ranon,  woeliMded  with  pre- 
:!iaii>  gemt}  faia  aandala  wen  of  Ih-  '-    -  '     ' 


Mimil,  and  bia  tfaaren  crown  conoeajed  by  a  acariet 
^Djtchv  embnMT — ' 


hU  dleta  was  aa  lieh,  and  hia  appearand 
5.  H.u.j  vommandmK  tban  Ihil  of  hia  companion. 
rle  nut  eictiinged  hia  ahirt  of  mail  for  an  under 
nnie  of  dark  purple  eilli,  garniahed  with  fiira,  o»(t 
vhich  flowed  his  Ions  robe  of  epollese  while,  m 
iinple  folds.  The  eight-poinled  croee  of  hia  order 
ft  cul  on  Ihe  ahouldet  of  hia  tnanlle  in  black  vel- 
'el,  TTie  high  cap  no  longer  inveated  hia  browa, ' 
rhich  were  odIt  aliaded  by  Aon  «nd  thick  ciuM 
lajr  of  a  raven  blacklieae,  correnondJog  to  hia  ud' 
iBuall*  awirl  compleiion.  Notfung  could  be  mors 
racetalljr  majeatic  than  hia  step  and  manner,  bad 
hey  not  beoi  marked  by  ■  predominant  air  of 
laughliiiesa,  eaaly  icqidteil  by  tbe  eierciee  of  unre- 
leled  aulhoiily. 

Theae  iwo  digjiiGed  pciaoai  were  followed  by  their 
, ..._j..,y^  ,^(j  J,  ,  niore  humble  diaUQce 


y  diea;  guide,  whose  figure  had  nothing  more  n- 
laikable  Ihsn  il  derived  from  the  uaual  weeda  of  a 
ilgnm.  A  cloak  or  mantlb  of  coarae  black  aern 
nveloped  hia  whole  body.  It  waa  in  ahape  aonw- 
lingUke  tba  ckiakof  a  modem  buoir,  having  aimi- 
IT  flapa  (or  coveriDg  tbe  arms,  and  waa  called  t  £Ua- 
tyn,  or  Sdawmian.  Coarae  aindalB,  bound  with 
Ipnga,  on  hia  bare  feel ;  a  broad  and  ehadowy  hat, 
'ith  cocUe-ahellB  atitched  on  ita  biim,  and  a  long 
lan  abod  with  iron,  to  the  upper  end  of  which  waa 
Itached  a  branch  of  palm,  compleled  the  patmer'a 
llire.  He  Mowed  modestly  the  last  of  the  train 
'hich  entered  tha  hall,  and,  obaerving  thai  ihe  lower 
ible  acarce  afibrded  room  sufficient  for  the  dome» 
ca  of  Cednc  and  the  retinue  of  hia  gtieate,  be  witb- 
nw  to  a  settle  placed  be«ide  and  Blmoai  under  one 
'  the  laira  cbimnera,  and  aaemed  to  emnlov  bimaelf 
.  dningliiB  sarmeou.  until  tba  retreat  < 
lonU  make  room  at  iht  ■■ — '  —  ■*—  ■■ 


inU  make  room  at  the  bmrd,  or  the  honntahty  of 
Bleward  ahoold  mpply  bun  with  lef^eehmentt  in 
"'ice  be  bad  cboaen  apart 

lie  lose  to  nceive  hia  gueat*  wit 

boapitalin,  and,  deeouding  In 

(d  nart  ofbia  ball, nude  three 

and  then  awaited  tbdrapproacli 

gneve,"  baiiid,  "  ftvarend  Ptto 

me  ui  advance  no  bruur  upon  1 

t,  even  to  raoeira  ancb  giMals  a 

tKnightoftteHolyTempIe.    1 

[pounded  to  yon  the  cause  of  m 

ly.    Let  DW  also  pray,  thai  you 


CediK  lose  to  leceive  hia  guest*  with  an  avofdig. 
fled  bospjtalin,  and,  desaudmg  from  tbe  daia,  or 
ivatcd  nart  ofbia  ball, nude  three  alepa  towards 
em,  and  then  awaited  tbdrapproacb. 


advanoTno  ftilhcr  upon  tAia  tloar  of  my 
— ' *■ ■-  la  you,  and  tbis 


Bui  my  Blewatd 


ipgBkiiwlcrDuminv,  nitire  linguini  uidtliat  ^1  The  GmI  flend  ttke  MilvniBin."  uuwenil  the 
witlrqiU  inlbeHmeif  yourkaDwIedftaofitpermili)  Saxoo,  "  uid  hia  ksqier  bolta  [  I  will  teuUi  them  thmt 
ir  not,  I  sufficieallr  undaratuid  noraun  to  ioUoir  I  the  wood  wu  disfbreiUd  in  lerau  of  the  OKat  Fa- 
roin  meuuug."  ga 

11  IT 11  ..:j  ,[,g  xbbot, '  D^ 


vowi,  uid  the  Abbo 
thy  PrnikliiL  or  penmt 
Tnuie,  though  the  lille  ij  _ 
knot!  which  lie  u*  to  Hea 
which  bind  (he  sacrifice  to  t 
and  are  thereibre, — afl  1  aaid  1 
ind  diKhBTsed.  unleaa  our  1l 


in  odour  of  si ... 

■urns  to  uy  so,  of  her  (dorioi 
Saini  Hilda  of  Whitby,  dad 

When  the  Prior  had  cms 
onocihatory  harangue,  hi«  do 
eniphaticaUy,  "  I  apeak  ever 
Kins  Richara  and  hia  do! 
Eadiah  HiiBciiiatly  to  comn 
of  theoouiiliT." 

Cedtic  darted  ai  the  epeaki 
impatient  gltuicea,  which  ci 
two  rival  oatioDS  setdom  f 
recnlleedng  (he  dulie*  of  hi 
turthar  ahow  of  rBseutmBiit, 
hand,  cauind  hii  Buaiu  to  i 
lower  ihui  hii  own,  but  plic 
gave  B  sgnal  that  Ihe  eveoii 
— in  the  board. 


While  the  atteodanta  ha 
coDiinanda,  hia  eye  distiiifii 
DMd,  win,  with  hia  compi 
aolcnd  the  halL  "Seodih 
hlthe;',  aaM  the  Saxon,  itn; 
onbmu  came  before  the  dai 
lainal  [hat  you  have  loiterei 
Haal  thou  brought  bame  thy 
haat  thou  left  tSem  lo  rohber 
Ilia  herd  iaaa&i  Mptew 

"But  It  doea  not  please  mi 
nc,  that  I  abould  be  mads 
two  boura,  aod  Mt  bere^viaii 
■M^bboun  for  wronga  (hey  I 
am,  abacUsaaad  the  prisn 
D«xt  oOsace  of  (hia  hind. 

Qunh,  knowios  hu  nual 
tempted  no  eictfialtoa  j  hu 


_  ,M«.tn  that  did  old  Hul 
^pdelilKlTairin'i  keeper' 
n  the  brest 
hia  naaicr'i 


Ja? 


bib* 
iiund 


MS  sf 

>ur 


rbu'd 


Is 


don*  nobiUir,  and  who,  paAws,  owing  to  Hm  tut 
hatred  utd  ptmcuttoD,  had  adopted  a  nalioiial 
characio',  in  which  thsn  wa«  much,  to  aar  ina  uut, 


The  Jew*!  draMk  iriiieh  aiq)eaTed 
coandarably  ftom  lbs  ilMDl,  wu  ' - 
af  manj' fbld^  coraiDB  a  daifc  pm 
1 i ]jj^  ^(^  c„_  jj„| 


,_  _, ^ »  cap  of  ■  peculiar  faahioo, 

■auned  la  hit  nation  to  dutin^uish  them  bma 
Cbnaiians,  and  which  he  doffed  with  srau  humility 
at  the  door  of  (he  halL 

The  recepikui  of  thia  petaon  m  the  hall  of  Cednc 
the  SaxDO,  waa  ancfa  as  mijpil  have  ealiified  the 


itlbelowerendofUw  tables  whar^bowevet,  no  one 
"     '  m  for  him.    On  the  conlrary,,! 

*■  "  ''    'd  Hqnlieana 

s;—— 1  — ~ B — oae  wbooocL 

pied  the  lower  (tid  of  the  board,  the  Saxon  domeatie* 
aqnared  their  Aouldeia,  and  continDed  lodevonr  their 
aupper  with  great  peraereraDc^  paying  not  the  leaat 
altanuon  to  Uia  wanta  oflhe  new  kuoM.  The  alien- 
danla  of  the  Abbot  eniaaed  tbemielvea,  wilh  looka  of 
pioue  horror,  and  the  very  haalhea  Sanceni^  aa  leaac 
drew  near  them,  curled  up  their  whitkera  wilh  indig- 
nation, and  laid  iheir  hands  on  Iheir  ponialda,  aa  if 
ready  lo  rid  ihemselTse  by  the  moat  dei^Mrate  meana 
from  Uie  apprehended  contuniiutifjn  of  bis  newier 

Probably  the  lame  motiTee  which  induced  CedHc 
to  open  hie  hall  to  this  son  of  a  rejected  people,  would 
have  made  him  iruist  on  hie  altendinia  receiving 
Ibbic  with  more  courtesy.  But  the  Abbot  had,  at 
ihie  moment,  engsged  him  in  a  moat  interesdng  dis- 
cussion on  the  breed  and  characler  of  hie  fsTOUtito 
hounda,  which  he  would  not  have  lulerrupted  Ibr 
rnnle™  of  much  greater  importance  iban  ihol  of  H 
Jew  Roini;  to  bed  supperleaa.  While  leaac  thus  stood 
an  outcast  in  the  nreeeni  aoiHely,  like  bis  people 
amung  ihs  nitionh  loaking  in  vim  for  welcome  or 
resling-place,  the  pUjtrim  who  sat  by  the  diimney 

took  compassion  upon  him,  and  reBignr-*  ^•' 

saying  briefly,  "Old  man,  my  garmenn 


I,  Ibou  I 


s  driod. 


-  0  saying,  ha  gathered  together,  and  brougbi 
10  a  flame,  the  decnying  bisnds  which  lay  scattered 
on  the  ample  hearth  <  loali  from  Ibe  larger  board  a 
mesa  of  poitage  and  saeibed  kid,  placed  it  upon  the 
amill  table  it  which  he  had  himself  supped,  and, 
without  wai(in>  the  Jev'a  tbanka,  went  La  the  odier 
"""■e  of  iS;  halli— whether  from   unwilJingni 


Had 


Id  of  the  table.  K 


wish   tl 


wilh  I 


Salnien  in  those  days  capable  to 
Jbct,  the  Jew,  aa  ho  wnt  hia 
ired  form,  and  expanded  bis  chilled  and  trem- 
hiids  over  the  Hk,  would  have  formed  no  bad 
^marlciil  peiaonificalion  of  the  Winter  season. 
'U^dispelled  the  cold,  h*  lurned  eaj^rly  lo  the 


1^  muss  which  was  placed  bi 


I  relish,  thai  seemed  t 


tmafes;  and 


);  and  thehtwightyTemplar,  whose  eye  seemed 

lo  wander  fmni  the  Jew  to  the  Saion  beauty,  re- 
volved in  his  nitind  thoughts  which  appeared  deeply 

"I  marv^.  worthy  Cedric,"  aiid  the  Abbot,  as  their 
discourse  proceeded,  "that,  great  es  your  prsdileciion 
la  for  your  own  manly  language,  you  do  not  receive 
the  ^o^maTl-Frcnch  Inlo  your  favour,  bo  far  at  least 
aa  Ibe  my»tery  of  wood-craft  and  hunting  is  con- 
cerned. Surely  no  tongue  is  bo  rich  in  the  various 
phrases  which  the  flold-sporte  demand,  or  furnishes 
means  lo  the  experienced  woodman  so  well  to  eipmas 
his  jovial  art." 


haalenioB  lo  decay,  and  none  mourns  (or  il  aan  one 
solitary  old  man— Cup-bearer  I  knave,  BU  the  gobleta 
—To  the  sirona  in  arms,  Sir  Templar,  be  their  nee 


Palestine  among  the  champions  of  the  CiDBal" 

"It  becomea  not  one  wealing  ibis  bsdga  to  BQ- 
awer,"  said  Sir  Brian  de  Bou-Guilbenj  "yet  to 
whom,  besides  the  awom  Champions  of  lbs  Holy 
Sepulchre,  can  the  palm  be  avigned  among  the 
champions  of  ihe  Cross  1" 

"To  (he  Knighla  HoaiHtallar^"  said  (he  Abbot; 
"I  have  a  brother  of  (heir  order. 

"I  impeach  not  their  fame,"  said  ihe  Templar; 
"  nevertheleBB"^— 

"  1  think,  friend  Cedric."  said  Wsmba,  interfeTin& 
"  that  had  Richaid  of  Ibe  Lion's  Heart  been  wias 
enough  to  have  taken  slborB  sdvic^  he  might  have 
staid  at  home  with  hie  merry  EnnhshiDen,  SEid  left 

wbo  had  most  10  do  with  theloesof  il" 

"  Were  there,  then,  none  in  ihe  English  arai;," 
said  Ihe  Lady  Rowena,  "  whose  names  are  worthy  to 
bemeniionedwith  the  Knights  of  the  Tempk  aodof 
St.  John?" 

me,  ladfc"  replied  DeBois-Guilbert,  "the 

Dsrch  dai  indeed,  bring  lo  Paleslme  a  bast 

....  warriors,  aecand  only  to  those  whoas 

have  been  the  anceasing  bulwark  of  that 


"  Second 


"  said  the  Pilg 


, ...jugh  (0  hear,  and  had^liBlened  tc 

'Biaation  with  marked  impatience.  All  lumed 
irda  the  spot  from  whence  this  unexpected  aaae- 
tion  was  heard.  "I  say"  repeated  (he  Pilgrim 
firm  and  strong  voices  lha(  ihe  English  chi- 
second  to  kons  wbo  ever  drew  sword  in 


it,  that  King  Richard  hi 


"iy."  Mui  ilu  Eniifal,  "  U  nus  tha  bawe 
oqr  nobis*  wilh  unrr,  koA  lo  gau  woneii  ind  bori 
will)  gaudi  uid  loyi— 1  wtnul  tbw  (lore  of  ilieksU 
in  thr  Jenuh  (orip." 

"  Not  I  ihdul,  ooi  a  nlrei  eeDit]^  not  ■  htUUnc 
•-«>  help  ms  llw  Ood  of  Abidumr'  ntd  Uu  Jew, 

of  .lome  bnibrsn  of  ray  Uibs  lo  ^d  ma  to  pay  the 
BM  which  UK  Eiengjuer  of  the  Jewi*  hive  impoood 
DpoD  me— Father  Jacob  b«  my  apeed  t  I  am  an  un- 
pOMMbcd  wiMeh— the  venr  gaberdine  I  wear  is  bor- 
rowed from  Hauben  of  TadbulO'." 

TbeTeiwUramilalsourtjaihenijUiid,  "Beabnw 
tbae  for  a  ulw-bairted  liar  f  and  paaaiDg  onward,  ai 
if  diadauiini  farther  Mofereoce,  ba  communed  wit2i 
hi*  Hoelam  alavea  in  a  ''"Jflf  unknown  lo  the 
hywuadtn.  The  poor  latMlile  Kcmad  lo  ataggered 
by  the  addre**  of  the  militaiy  monk,  Ibat  the  Templar 

hia  Mad  from  the  hiunbU  poatute  irineh  he  had 
aswmed,  eo  far  aa  to  be  aenMble  of  hia  deeartore. 
And  when  he  did  look  aiDuod,  it  waa  with  the 
aaloniabed  air  of  one  at  whose  lest  a  thunderbolt 
baa  juBl  ban\  and  who  heara  itill  the  aalounding 
nvort  liofpng  m  hU  eara. 

The  Templar  and  Prior  were  ihortly  after  mar- 
aballad.lo  tttsir  alexins  apanmenlB  bf  the  itewaid 
and  the  cup-bearer,  each  altecded  by  two  torch-bean — 
and  two  twuita  carryinn  refreibniffiit^  while  » 
Tanta  ol  mlerior  condinoa  mdicaled  lo  [heir  retin 
and  to  iba  olbar  guecla  thai  reapectiTB  placei 


CHAPTER  TL 


Id  a  amali  aatechamba,  into  which  leTelal  doora 
opened,  and  which  wi*  ligliied  by  a  email  iron  lomn 
tney  mat  a  eerand  intermplkin  from  the  waititift-maid 
of  Rowana,  who,  aayins  in  a  tone  of  authority,  that 
bar  miatreM  dmted  lo  apeak  with  the  Palmer,  took 
the  torch  from  the  hand  of  Anwoid,  and.  bidding  him 
await  her  return,  made  a  aim  to  the  Palmer  to  fbl- 
bw.  ApiMrantly  he  dU  not  think  it  proper  lo  decline 
thia  inntalion  aa  he  had  done  Ih*  former ;  for,  thou^ 


na  obeytd  ii  without  anawer  or  remon 

A  ihort  pauage,  and  an  laccal  of  aeven  Blepa,  eac 
of  which  wa*  oampoHd  of  a  aolid  beam  of  oak,  U 
him  to  the  apartmenf  of  the  Lady  RoweDa,  the  rot 


„ of  which  conovonded  lo  the  redact 

wbieh  waa  paid  to  hv  bf  me  lord  of  the  mauiML 
The  walla  were  cotbim  with  embrndered  banvnp^ 
on  which  diflerenl-cotoared  eitk*,  tnterworen  with 

£ld  and  aUnr  thread*,  bad  been  employed  with  all 
9  an  of  which  the  age  wa*  capably  to  rqncarait  ihe 
qiorta  of  hundng  and  hawking.  Tlie  bad  waa 
adorned  with  the  aame  rich  ttpetaj.  and  niTTOundsd 
with  curlaine  dyed  wilh  pnriMe.  Ilie  aeata  had  also 
their  Btained  coveringa.  and  one,  whkb  waa  hiriier 
iban  the  rest,  waa  accommodated  with  a  footatiM  oif 
ivoty,  curiouslf  carved. 

No  [ewer  than  faiirBlTercandeIabnui,^bolding  great 
waxen  torchea,  serred  lo  iUominate  tlua  ajnnment. 
Yet  let  not  modem  beauty  envy  the  magnmcenee  of 
a  Saxon  princes*.  The  iralla  tn  the  apanment  wm 
ao  ill  flnUied  and  ao  M  of  eretice^  that  the  ridi 
hangmgaabookto  ibeni^t  blaat,and,indeniitaof  • 
sort  of  screen  intended  to  protect  them  ttom  ine  wind, 
Ihe  flame  of  the  lorchea  aunmed  aidewai;B  into  A» 
air  like  the  nnAnled  pennon  of  a  chieftain.  Mag- 
oidoence  theiv  waa,  with  aame  rude  attempt  it  taata; 
but  at  confart  there  waa  little,  and,  bang  unknown. 


fita  Lady  Rowens,  with  three  of  her  attendanta 
arinding  at  hn  back,  and  amngiiui  her  hair  ere  aha 
lay  down  to  leat.  waa  seated  in  the  aon  of  thioiw 
ainady  mentioned,  and  looked  aa  if  bom  to  exact 
general  homage.  The  Pilgfim  acknowiedged  her 
claim  to  it  by  a  low  genuBeclwQ. 

"  Riae,  Palmer,"  laid  ahe  padoualr.  "Ilie  defend* 
of  Ihe  abaeat  haa  a  ri^t  to  faTOoiable  reception  ttam 
all  who  value  liuth,  and  honour  manhood."  She 
then  aoid  to  lut  train,  "Retim,  exeeptii^  only  Elgitha  I 
I  would  apeak  with  this  holy  Pdsrtm." 

The  maidana,  without  leaving  the  apattment,  ntind 
lo  ita  fiirther  eltremiU',  and  aal  down  on  a  small 
bench  againat  the  wal,  wbere  they  remained  mule 


"  was  BO  tveli  acquaint^ wilh  the  language  and  man- 
nen  of  the  French,  that  then  waa  no  lear  of  hia  in- 
eufiiojt  any  haiaid  dmins  that  part  of  hia  travels." 

"  Would  10  Qod,"  said  the  Lady  Rowena, "  hs  wen 
hare  aaftly  anived,  and  able  to  bear  arma  in  tha  ap- 
jnoaehiag  tounay,  in  which  the  ebivaliy  of  this  land 
an  expactad  to  dintay  their  addresa  and  valour. 
Should  Athelnana  of  Coningi^urgfa  obiaia  the  prii^ 
Ivanhoe  ia  like  to  hear  evil  tidinga  when  he  reaebea 
England.— How  looked  he,  airanRer,  when  you  laal 
aaw  himt  Haddiaeaae  laid  her  hand  heavy  upon  his 
strength  and  oomalitteaa  1" 

"Ha  was  darker,"  said  the  Palmer,  "aodthiniMr, 
when  he  eame  from  Cyptua  in  the  Irsin  of  Coiip- 


J  Ui'dnimi  S)TdwoId|oratUe,hraeliUBidIihmaBli(»— do'msnatreHont 


I  htra  not  DMUU  to  weun  lh«  good-will  ofa  Cfaiu- 
tun  bansT,  worahe  numgii  ■[aBD^epeaDy."  As 
hs  vou  theae  lul  woida,  ba  raind  uiaiwU|  tnd 
■nvxl  the  PaloMi^  manila  with  ■  look  of  lb  m«i 
sttHMrt  entreatr-  Inepilgilnieilriailedhiiiiaell^BS 
if  thm  ware  contunioadoD  in  iha  touch. 


not  thtl  I  cue  Ibr  thy,  company,  or  prnpoaa  mr*^ 
adraniasa  by  it)  ramain  ben  if  thou  wilt— Cednc 
tbs  8BMn  mar  prolect  thae." 

"Alaif'aaid  the  Jew.  "  ha  will  not  let  ma  tnTsI 
in  hia  tmin— Saxon  or  Nonnan  will  be  equally 
■ihamad  of  the  poor  laradhaj  and  lo  (rava  t^ 
mgraalf  through  the  domaiiu  of  Philip  do  Malnii- 
.  -— ^  ..  -  VBmif-Oood  roulh.  I 
■  hule— let  na  gild  rai 
-  ff,  wTy  Witt 


of  leaving  Lhie  piece — ftJIow 

He  led  (be  war  u  the  »ijiming  cell,  which,  as  the 
leader  La  ai^MO,  ww  occupied  by  Ourth  the  awine- 
hsil—''Aiue,Gunli,"asidliie  Pilgrim,  "aiin  quickly. 
Undo  the  poitera  gate,  and  tat  out  tha  Jew  and  loa. 

Ounfa,  whosa  occivalion,  Ukm^  now  held  bu  mean, 
gave  him  aa  much  conaaquance  in  Saxon  England 

Chat  of  Eunuew  in  Ilhoca,  wal  afitmded  at  tha 
diar  and  commanding  lone  aiaumed  by  the 
PaloMt.  "HisJewleanng  Rolberwood,"  eaid  he, 
[■»DB  huDKlf  on  hia  elbow,  and  looking  eupiK^ 
cjlinaly  at  him  inthoiu  qnitiing  hia  pallet,  "  and  tra- 
velling in  company  with  the  Palmer  to  boot" 

"  I  ahouU  aa  aoon  harodreamt,"  said  Wamba,  who 
mieied  the  ipartmenl  at  the  iniiani,  "ofhiaaiealing 
away  withanmmon  of  bacon." 

"  NennhelsB^"  aaid  Chuth,  again  laying  down  hia 
haadoa  the  wooMa  Iw  which  sened  hiin  lora  pillow, 
' 'tanlile  moat  be  content  lo  abide  the 


^KetBfthalc«,"  sud  the  Pilgrim, 
ing  tttM,   "you  will  not,  1  think,  fbiuh  me  luai 

So  nyiag,  ha  atooped  over  the  bad  of  the  recumbent 
— ^""'""k  "?'  ^"Pf"^  Boroelhing  ■-  >-■ ■- 


Suon  Omth  aiarlad  up  ai  if  electn&d.  The  Pil- 
gho^  ninog  his  finger  in  an  aLIiiade  ■■  if  to  expreaa 
caultoo.  added,  "  Ouith,  beware — thou  art  wont  to  be 
pndent    I  Bay,  undo  the  poatem— thou  ahalt  know 

With  hasty  aianity  Ourth  obeyed  hiin,  while  Wam- 
ba  and  the  Jew  fbllowed,  both  woDdering  at  the  sud- 
den change  in  the  swinehctd'a  demeanDur. 

"My  imkL  my  motef  eikl  Iha  Jew,  sa  soon  aa 
thn  stood  without  the  poatem. 

Fetch  hnn  hia  mul^"  said  the  Pilgrim  i  "and. 


"Willind] 
jutthlaml 


ly,  most  wiUinldT  shall  it  be  done,"  si 


back  waa  turned,  "  what  you  Pabnera  loam 
HalrLamJ." 

"To  say  our  oiiiolis,  fool,"  answoadthe  Pdgrim, 
"10  reiMat  901  siikL  aiid  to  morti^  oureel w  with 
*— ■ — I  *igib,  and  long  pnnrs." 

— ' potent  man  that,' 


Ouithdoaeour1esy,orlBMingOT*i«l  parsuadi 

tolaBdmnannila^I  trow  nn  nn^t  •*  well  have 
KddUi  bTonriia  bUek  boar  of  thy  Tigila  and  MOMMC^ 
MM  wouUM  haveaollaQ  m (inl  aa  answer." 
"Ooio,"  sad  the  Pilv™>  "thou  art  but  a  Saxon 


ITANHOE. 

tranilai  ibsii  wadlb  from 

(hrealeued  withoppmug 

trecniTB  inight  be  •ecurod 


•t  ud  ttuiiM  of  ihfl  Jaws 

„  , jlued  in  oppoBlion  to  the  -_-_ 

and  irmmf  «  lba«  undei  wbam  tbey  lired,  aeemed 

were  limledi  uid  tl 


ciiBid  dior  inBuence,  u>d 


AMtmciKr,   influenced  accordtn^Ti  "'bi 

mtchfiil,  waaticiina,  and  timid— relobninste,  on- 
-'----  — ^  ekiinj  in  evidinx  the  dsnsen  to 


"Thei  laiRB  deored  oak,"  he  laid,  "marks  the 
bounlariea  OTer  which  Front-de-BiBuf  clBiini  Bu1hi>- 
ntf— we  HE  long  ance  fitr  from  thoM  of  MilToiain. 
Tbra  ta  now  no  fear  oT  pursuit." 

"Mar  the  wbeelii  of  their  ehirioU  be  liken  off" 
nid  the  Jew,  "  like  (hose  of  the  hoM  of  Pbirioh, 
that  the)r  inardiiTe  hesTily !— Bui  1e»Te  me  not, 
nod  Pil^m— lliak  bnl  of  that  Berce  end  sivege 
TanptMi,  with  his  Ssracen  eUvea—lhey  wii!  regard 
naioca'  lerrilM?,  nor  numor  nor  lordshqi," 

"Oor  humL"  aaid  the  Paltiier,  "ahould  here  stps- 
ralc!  for  it  befeema  oat  men  of  my  chancier  and 
I  tnTd  tODBther  longer  than  needs  must  be. 


Itmcr^  Pilgiim,  agaiasl  two  armed  heaihcnsi" 
'Ogdod  youth,     answered  ihe  Jew,  "ihou  cs 

drfBBraie,.aiidlknoiT  thou  wouldst.    Poor  be  '  ' 

1  will  inmie  it— not  wif" 

me  mr  Fstber  Al^sban 
'Itooef  Kod  n     ~ 


money,  for  moncr.  si 
[harenone-but''— 
,"  uid  ihe  Pah 

(bee.    Goida  thee  I  can ,  __.  -^  . 

•omeaoTtdeleadthee;  ance  (o  protect  aJewaBsiiiii 
.  «..._  rta  Bcaice  be  accounied  unwonhyof- 
HeiribtB,  Jeff,  I  will  Me  thee  safe  under 
esDort-  We  are  now  not  far  from  the 
town  Hi  aiidCdd.  where  thou  mareat  eonly  find 
manr  of  (by  tribe  with  whom  to  take  refiwe-" 

"TlwMeaiiogof  Jacobbeimon  thee,  Rnod  youth f 
aaid  dw  JewT^in  Sheffield  I  can  htrEour  with  my 
kinemaa  Ziieth,  and  find  some  means  of  tiaTelling 
fonfa  with  safety." 

"Beit  ao,"  eud  ilie  Palmer :  "  si  Sheffield  then  we 
part,  and  ulf-an-booi'B  riding  will  biing  ua  in  sight 
of  Aat  town." 

The  half  hoor  waaqjent  in  perfect  ,.._— 

parte;  the  Pilgrim  perhaps  disdaining  to  addicse 
lbs  Jew,  eEceplmcaBeofabsohitenecetsily,  and  the 
Jew  not  preSDjTung  lo  force  a  conTemlioo  ffilr  * 
pctBon  wboae  journey  lo  ibe  Holy  Sepidehre  gay 
nrt  of  aamctity  to  me  character.  Hiey  paused  — 
the  lop  of  a  HEDlly  naine  bank,  and  the  Pilgrim, 


"tlM  tin  nut  hare  had  the  poor  Jew'a  thanks, 
■aidloaci  ''fori  pnaune not  toaak  you  U go  with 
Rie  to  By  kinaman  Zireih'a,  who  miuit  ud  me  with 
■one  means  of  repaying  your  good  oBicee." 

"I  haTe  dready  aaid,  anawered  the  Pilgrim,  "that 
I  desire  no  ipcompenae.  It,  among  the  huse  list  of 
ifay  ddilon,  then  witt,  for  my  aake,  spare  the  gyrei 
and  the  duogena  to  some  imhspay  Christian  whc 
stands  in  thy  danger,  I  ahslt  hold  (till  momicf^s  eer 
TtCB  to  thee  well  GeBIowed." 

"  Soy,  slay,"  said  the  Jew,  laying  hold  of  hia  gar 
ncatj  Bomelbingwoidd  I  do  more  than  this,  some 
ifcrty^  f(^  ihvBBlf.— ^od  knows  the  Jew  is  poor — yea 
Isaac  ia  ine  beggar  of  his  niba^but  foiKive  mi 
i^nld  I  Kueea  wEat  thou  jaM  \ukal  at  this  mo 

"Ulhon  wottofnma  tmly,"  said  the  Palm«r,  "i 


what  thou  canst  not  uppiT,  wart  thou  aa  wealthy 
thou  aayst  thou  an  poor. 

'Aa  I  aayT' echoed  the  Jew;  "0!  bdiBte  it,  I  say 
I  the  tiulh  ;  I  am  a  plundered,  indebted,  distressed 
in.  Hard  hands  have  wnms  from  me  my  goodi, 
r  money,  my  ship«  end  all  that  1  posBeaaeil— Yet 
an  tell  thee  what  thou  tackeat,  and,  it  may  be,  a^>- 
'  it  too.    Thy  wish  even  now  Is  for  a-horae  and 

1%e  Pshno-  started,  and  turned  soddenly  towaida 
the  Jew; — "What  Send  prompted  that  guesal"  aaid 
h&  hastily. 

"No  mailer,"  said  the  Jew,  smilmg,  "  so  that  it  ha 
one— and,  as  I  can  gueaa  thy  want,  ao  I  can 

But  conaider,"  said  the  Palmer,  "my  character, 
my  drees,  my  vow." 

''I  know  vou  Christians,"  rQ>l>ad  the  Jew,  "  and 
that  the  noblest  of  you  will  take  the  eHfTind  aandal 
in  supentitioue  pen^c^  and  walk  afoot  to  Tiut  the 

Blai^heme  not,  Jew !"  said  the  Pilgrim,  sternly. 
Fotsiieme,'  saidiha  Jew;  "laokeraehly.  But 
re  dropt  woide  frran  you  last  night  and  this  mom- 
,  thai,  like  ipaiks  from  flint,  showed  the  metal 
bin ;  and  in  [he  boeom  of  that  Palmer's  gown,  is 
_._deii  a  knight'a  chain  and  qjurs  of  goliT  They 
glanced  es  you  stooped  over  my  bed  in  the  mom- 

The  KIgrim  eould  not  forbear  smiling.    "Were  thv 
mis  searched  by  as  curious  an  eye,  Isaac,"  said 
what  discoveries  might  not  be  riiade?" 
_.o  more  of  thai,"  said  the  Jew,  changing  colour; 
and  drawing  &inh  his  writing  materials  in  haste,  as 

piece  of  paper  which  he  eiftipoited  on  the  top  of  hia 
gUow  cap,  wiihoul  dismounting  from  his  mula. 
Vhen  he  had  finished,  he  delivered  Ihe  scroll,  which 
.*as  in  the  Hebrew  chancter,  to  the  Pilgrim,  saying, 
In  the  town  of  Leicealer  all  men  know  the  rich 
Jew,  Kirjatti  Jairam  of  Lomhardyi  give  hun  thia 
scroll— hehsihonaalesii  Milan hanieMee,  iheworat 
woiJd  suit  a  crowned  head— ten  goodly  ateeds,  the 
wont  mighl  mount  a  king,  were  Ee  lo  do  battle  Sir 
his  throne.   Of  tbeae  he  will  give  diee  thy  ch(rice, 

...;.L    .1.: ,__  .1 ■» ■_!    .■.__g,^  i^ 


with  to 


, injured- 

fori  will  q>are  neither  horse  norman.  Beride^[hoae 
of  thy  tribe  give  nothing  for  nothing:  eomelhing 
Ibere  musC  be  paid  for  their  nae." 

The  Jew  twisted  himself  in  the  saddle,  like  a  man 
in  a  fli  of  the  colic)  but  his betler  feehncs predomi- 
nated over  those  which  were  most  faminar  to  him. 
"I  can  not,"  he  aaid.  "I  can  not— lei  me  go.  If 
there  is  dams^  it  will  cost  yoo  nothing— if  tbere  t| 
usage  money,  Kujalh  Jairam  will  hrgm  it  for  the 
sake  of  bja  kinsmsn  Usac.  Fan  thee  well!--ret 
bark  ihee,  good  youth,"  eaid  h&  tutmngabont,"thni>l 
Ibyself  not  too  forward  into  thia  vain  hunv-lnmy— I 
qieak  not  for  endangering  the  steed,  and  coat  of 
armoui,  but  lor  the  aake  of  thine  own  Ufb  and  hmba." 

"  Gnmercy  for  thy  caution,"  said  ^e  Palmer,  again 
amilmg;  "I  willuae  tbyoourteey  frankly,  audit  will 
gobard  with  me  but  I  will  requite  it." 

net  parted,  and  took  dilierent  rueds  for  the  toivn 
ofShefiSd. 


Oh  [ttti  Uis  Iwla,  iDiKhKlMId  Un  Iuh, 


Tki  condiiion  of  the  Englirii  nsIioD  m 
tliDB  Bufficientl/  miKtable.  Sing  Rtchin 
•eat  ■  priaoner,  and  in  tbe  power  of  ibe 
■nd  cruel  Duka  of  Austrii.  Even  the  ver 
his  copliritv  nai  uncertain,  and  hia  Ate 
imperleclljr  koown  to  tbe  geDerality  of  his 
wtia  were,  in  the  mean  lime,  a  prey  lo  eva; 

Prince  ^tvo,  in  league  with  Philip  of  Fram 
de-Lion'a  mortal  taaxty,  iraa  Qaing  every 
influence  with  ibe  Doke  of  AuaUia,  to  pk 
cipdvity  of  his  brother  Richaid,  lo  vhom 
indebledlbrsoniani;  bTOura.  latbamsaji 
wgaetrengthcoineluaaiirD  Action  in  Ibekli 
vbich  be  propoeeicl  to  diBpule  the  succeaiiai 
of  the  Ki^s  death,  with  the  lealimale  he 
Duke  of  ftittany  eon  of  GeoHrey  Plantaf 
elder  brother  of  John.  Ttiia  usi^alion,  I 
luiovn,  ba  afterwards  eftected.  His  own 
heine  light,  profligate,  and  petfidioul,  Jo 
attBched  lo  hia  peraon  and  faction,  not  od 
0  dread  the 


proceedlnts  durins  his  ■baenca  bni 

jsclasx^'^wkflaieaalutss,"  wbm\ 

soaea  had  luiTied  back  on  their  cauDtry,  aeco 
in  the  vicea  of  the  East,  inipoveiisheal  in  si 
and  harden^  in  cbatsclsr,  and  who  placed  (l 
of  harvest  in  civil  ce """" 


driven  to  despair  by  the  tvprnann  of  the  fl 
1:1;^   „j  .1. :—  ^  the  fon 

jid,  ke^itij 

untty.    Til 

le'petlysoverngn  01.- ~ .. 

wen  uD  leaden  of  bantls  scarce  teas  law 
oppreaaive  than  thaaeoT  the  avowed  depiedni 


biUtr,  and  the  serere  exercise  of  the  ft... 

banded  lOBetber  in  lane  ganga,  and,  ke^it^ 

■ton  of  the  ibrests  ana  the  waste "" "' 

justice  and  magistracy  of  the  a 

ihenuelvss,  each  Ibrtiiled  within 

playing  tbe  petty  soverngn  over  '. 
le  leaders  of  bands  scar 

ivethan  those  of  the  avon , 

n  these  relsinen,  ^nd.to  support  t,lu 

fHun  tbe  Jews  at  the  n 

gnawed  into  their  estates  like  consuming 
scarce  to  be  cured  unless  wbcn  ciicucnBtar 
tbem  an  opportunity  of  get  ting  free,  by  e  jercis 
their  credilorB  some  act  of  unptincipred  violei 
Under  the  vorioua  burdens  imposed  by 
happy  Blate  of  atTairs,  the  people  of  Engjanc 
deeply  for  tbe  presen^  and  bod  yet  more 
cause  to  fear  for  the  future.  To  augment 
sery,  a  eoatagjous  disorder  of  a  dangerou 
^ireitd  througn  the  land  ;  and,  rendered  mon 
oj  the  uneleannes^  the  indifleieol  food, 
WTBtcbed  lodging  of  the  lower  clasaea,  b 
many  whose  late  the  suniTors  were  tenqiied 
as  eiemptiDg  them  from  the  evils  which 

Yet  amid  these  accumulated  distreases,  tb< 
well  as  ibfi  rich,  tbs  vulgar  as  wi^  as  tbe  1 
the  event  of  a  tournament,  which  was  tl 
vectacle  of  that  age,  felt  as  much  intereau 
half-starved  citizen  of  Madrid,  who  has  m 
left  lo  buy  proviaionF  for  bis  family,  feels  in  1 
of  a  bull-ieiut.  rJeiiberduljr  norinnrmityca 
youth  or  ag<  {""■>  "ucb  eibitniionB.  The  Pa 
Aitn^  ss  it  was  called,  which  was  to  take  plao 
by,  in  the  eoanly  of  Leicester,  as  champions  ol 
n^wn  wers  U  take  the  field  in  the  pre 
Pnnce  Jobn  himself  who  was  expected  to  a 
lists,  had  attracted  universal  atlentton,  and 
mense  conflueace  of  persons  of  all  ranks  1 
upon  the  appointed  maniiiig  to  the  place  of 


*uc|ila  of  a  eaamij  chaTch,  it  bodm  diMinoi^  wu 
CRiwded  wilb  ipecuMra. 

It  onlf  renuuu  to  notice  ropecting  the  general 
antD^nteal,  thai  one  gaUety  in  llie  rerj  cenm  c^ 
the  eaKttn  mie  of  tha  liila,  and  coDMiiDnillir  eiaetlF 
oppoaite  la  Ihe  ipot  where  Ibe  abofk  of  the  combat 
wu  to  take  plaoe,  was  raiud  higher  than  the  others 
"    -■ "■ lofthroile 


le  liefalr  daconted,  and  giaced  br  a 


~JT,  OD  whicb  the  royal  anni  were  embla- 

lonri.  Sqnine.  pagea,  and  Teomea  in  rich  liveriea, 
wijted  anumd  ihui  place  of  honour,  which  waa  de- 
tilCned  lor  Prince  John  and  hii  ittendinu.  Oppo- 
riie  10  thia  loyal  gallery  waa  anolher,  elevated  to  ihe 
■ame  ba^I,  on  die  western  aide  of  the  iiBti ;  sud 
more  njly,  if  leee  auniptDoualy  decomied,  than  that 
dcMiiMd  lor  the  Prince  himaelC.  A  Irain  of  pagea  and 
of  Jootig  maideru,  the  moel  beautiful  H^o  Could  be 
nlactol,  gayty  dreaaed  in  bncy  habits  oi  green  and 
-■-'■ '--■   -   throne  decorated  '      "' 


^nk.  HvTiMnided  a 
oloura.  Among : 
\fuis,  barnina 

iioim,  »n^ 


coloura.  Among  pennaa*  and  flaga  bearins  woniHlod 

'--    -     '      ina  lieaita,  bleedins  hearta.  bowt  and 

all  the  conmonpiaca  emblania  of  tbs 


ba  of  Cupid,  i 
vimton,  that  1 


inaettplion  infiwmed 


(dt/^i  Rornt  lU  la  BtauttildaAaumi.. 

vat  to  repreaeni  tba  Queen  of  Beauty  and  of  Love 
on  die  present  occasion,  no  one  waa  prepared  la  guess. 

Mean  whiles  ^>ectalor»  of eveiydeecripiionil ' 

Ibrward  to  occupy  their  rvifwciive  Btauons^  (. 

wnhout  many  quarrels  concerning  iboie  which  they 
>._.ni.>i_i  .^  knl.J.  Some  of  these  were  eeiiled  by 
iih  brief  ceremony  j  the  shahaof 
dpUDimeta  of  their  sword^  hong 

-^  — .loved  B«  argumenti  to  convince  the  more 

refractory-  Othera.  which  involved  the  rival  claims 
bf  more  elevBied  persons,  were  delermined  by  theher- 
■Ids,  or  by  the  rwo  marahBls  of  the  field,  William  de 
Wfvil,  sod  Siqihen  de  Manival,  who,  aitned  at  sti 
ponta,  rod*  up  and  down  the  llala  to  enforce  sad  pr«- 
■trve  (nud  otner  ainoii|[  the  apeclalon. 

Oradoally  the  gallenei  bocame  filled  with  knighl 


oon  GDedbr  nbetantial  yi 
'    tf  thstenet  9 


— r  -j-r  V '—;: .burgWi,  and 

neb  of  the  lenet  gentry,  aa,  from  modesty,  poverty, 
-  dnbiotie  title,  diml  not  lamme  any  higna  place. 
II  was  of  course  amongst  Ihcae  that  tbe  moM  frequeni 
dinate*  Cir  jHctsdencs  occmred. 

Dob  of  an  nnbelieier,"  said  so  old  man,  whose 
thrvad-bare  Ionic  bore  wilneas  to  his  poverty,  aa  his 
■word,  and  dagger,  and  eolden  chain  intimated  his 
pretoinaTu  lo  tanlL— "vihelp  of  a  she-wolfl  daresi 
Ibon  preM  upon  a  ChriBUan.  and  a  Nomun  gende- 
man  of  the  blood  of  HonuUtlier  7" 

This  rough  eiposluiatioQ  was  addressed  (0  noolher 
dun  om  acquaintance  lauc,  who,  richly  and  even 
mwniflcaidy  dressed  in  a  gaberalne  ornamented 
wiih  lace  sod  bied  with  fin',  was  eDdM^miring  lo 
make  idace  in  (he  fbremosl  row  beneath  Ibe  gallen 
fir  Ins  daughtetj  the  beanliAd  KebeecL  irito  bad 
jotDed  him  at  Auby,  and  who  was  rtow  hanging  on 
her  faAn's  ann^  not  a  httle  terrified  by  the  popnlar 
dJvleaira*  which  seemed  geaerallr  eieiied  fa  her 
pami's  pnsmnption.  Bol  Isaac,  though  we  have 
•een  him  wfflcientlf  timid  on  other  oecasioDa,  knew 
well  ihalaipresenl  he  had  nothing  tofear.  liwas 
Dol  in  places  of  geiwral  teaon,  or  where  their  equals 
wen  assembled,  that  any  avoiicioaa  or  malevolent 
Dobla  dam  atEet  bim  irijurr.  At  ■neb  meetuin  the 
Jews  were  nndar  the  pnleetian  of  the  ganeral  lawt 
a^  if  (hat  proved  a  weak  assunncei  it  oaoally  htp- 
poied  that  tbeia  were  among  the  penona  isamnhled 
some  baraiM,  who,  lot  their  own  inunsted  nonvea, 
wen  readjlo  actaatbeirprolaclon.  Ontoapieanl 
oeeaaon,  Isaac  fell  more  than  uanally  confldHit, 
beinK  Bwaie  that  Prince  John  w*i  even  iban  in  Ibe 
very  act  of  Degotialiitg  a  large  loan  from  the  Je«rs  of 
York,  to  be  aecuied  upon  —"•'—  '■—>•  --■ '  '— <- 
Isaac's  own  rfiaie  in  ihti  I 


lant  tquptefi,  bimaelT  «-dI 
^^./dresaed  »  cnmspn  and  m 
hia  hand  a  Ucon,  and  having  mi 


^K^ded  by  this  f 

mourned,  and  qilendi—, t^t.- 

gold,  bearing  upon  hia  hand  a  Ucon,  and  having  mi 
head  covved  by  a  rich  ftu-  bonnet  adorned  with  ■ 
circle  of  prseiona  Bioaa%  from  which  his  long  curled 
htir  cactvcd  and  ovenvread  hlB,•bralda^  Pnnea 
John,  qxm  a  pay  and  b^meitled  pal&ey,  cancded 
within  tba  lisM  at  Ihe  head  of  hia  jovial  partr,  langl^ 
ing  load  with  Ua  train,  and  eyeiiig  with  all  ihe  boM- 
Dea*  of  itFfal  oiiticism  tha  hesniica  wbo  adorned  ibe 

loftv  gallerisa.  ^   . 

'niaae  wbo  retnariied  m  ihe  phvnoRnomv  of  the 


L  ICiur.  TIL 

I  wiMT  man  thou,'  laid  John,  wilh  a  peal  hf 
r,  io  l^iicb  hia  gar  bllowen  obaeqiuoaitr 
"  But,  diu^ta-,  or  wife,  liie  Bbaald  be  jire- 
cmrdiog  lo  her  beauli'  and  ihj  raeiila. — Wto 
ive  tbeia?"  be  continued  beniUnB  his  ejv  og 
bry.  ''Saion  churla,  lolling  at  their  lazr 
—out  upon  (heml— lal  them  ail  clos&  snct 
Mm  for  mv  prince  of  uaurera  and  his  lovely 
it.  m  miks  the  hinds  know  they  must  share 
fa  places  of  the  aynagoBue  with  iboae  whom 
■gosua  properly  buoncn  to." 
»  mo  occupied  the  gaUcty  to  whom  Ihia  inja- 
id  unpolile  ■peecb  wge  iddrased,  vera  tha 
if  Cedric  tha  Saion,  with  that  of  liia  ally  and 


h  (be  blood  of  thia  ancient  rt 
infinniliea  had  deKended  (a  .' 
mely  in  countenance,  bulky  ai 
d  in  the  flower  of  hia  age— ysl  ii 
ujit,  dull -eyed,  bcavy-brvwol,  mac  live  and 
]  in  all  hit  motion^  and  so  alow  in  resolution, 
I  aoubiiquBl  of  one  of  hia  ancceton  waa  con- 
von  him,  and  he  was  verr  Kenerallv  called 
ane  the  Unready.  Hia  CtiitDat,  and  he  had 
who,  aa  well  ai  Cedric,  were  panianalelj'  at- 
to  him,  contended  that  this  alug^ah  tempo- 
Dt  from  wont  of  comK  bat  from  mere  warn 
Lion  j  othera  altsRsd  that  hia  hereditary  vioa 
lunneas  had  obscured  bis  facnllies,  De*er  of  a 
nta  order,  and  that  (he  passive  couratpe  and 
food-naiuiB  which  remained  behind,  were 
the  dregs  of  s  character  that  might  have  bato 
igofpraiae,butof  which  all  die  valuable  parla 
vnon  in  the  progress  of  a  !oag  course  of  bnual 

a  lo  ihii  penon,  such  as  we  have  deseribui 
lat  the  Prince  addnHed  hia  impeiioua  com- 
□  make  place  for  laaao  and  Rebecca.  Alhet- 
ittsrly  confounded  at  an  otderi  which  themsn- 
d  leelingB  of  the  limea  rendered  so  iniuhously 
g,  unwiilina  lo  obey,  yet  uadelennined  how  to 
ippoasd  only  the  «u  inrrfite  lo  the  will  of 
and,  without  ttiniag  or  making  any  motion 
K  of  obedience,  opened  his  larse  gray  ejea, 
red  at  the  Prince  with  an  aatoniahmcDl  which 
I  soraethins  extremely  ludicrous.  But  the  im- 
John  raflaided  it  in  no  inch  light. 
I  Salon  poikei,"  he  said,  "is  either  asleep  or 
ne  not— Ptick  turn  wilh  yout  lance,  De  Bracy," 
ig  lo  a  knight  who  rode  near  him,  the  leader 
ndof  FTwCampanions,  or  Condotlieri;  that 
ercenaiiss  belontpng  to  no  particular  nation, 
ichsd  for  (he  time  to  any  prince  by  whom  they 
lid.  Hiere  was  a  murmur  even  among  the  at- 
»  of  Prince  John  i  but  De  Bracy,  whose  pro- 
tntd  bim  from  all  scnipltis,  eileoded  hia  long 
rer  the  apace  which  separelai  the  gallery  from 
t,  and  would  have  eicuiai  the  comtnands  of 
oca  belbre  Albeleiane  the  Unready  had  n«}- 
resenceof  miad  aufiitieni  even  lodraw  back 
lan  from  the  weapon,  had  iiol  Cedric,  asprompl 
eompaiuon  was  tatoy,  nnaheathed  with  the 
f  li^itninK  Ibe  short  sword  which  be  won, 
a  mngle  blow  severed  the  point  of  the  lance 
e  handle.  Tite  blood  rushed  into  the  counte- 
if  Prinee  John.  He  swore  one  of  his  deepest 
ind  waa  about  to  ntler  some  threat  cotTeepoDd- 
ioleace,  when  he  was  diverted  fram  bis  poF 
aifly  by  his  own  ailcndania,  who  gathered 
bim  conjuring  bini  to  be  patient,  panly  by  a 
eadamaliiin  oflhe  crowd,  uttered  in  loud  ap 
■f  the  ^itrited  oonducl  of  Cedric  The  Prince 
tseyes  m  indBOalion,  aa  if  to  collect  someaafc 
ly  nctim ;  and  chanong  to  encounter  the  Snn 
of  the  same  archer  whom  we  have  already 
,  and  who  seamed  to  penul  in  hia  geatuie  of 
e,  in  spite  of  the  frowning  aspect  wbiiA  the 
btal  >^n  him,  be  dsmandrd  his  reason  for 
ring  thus. 

ways  add  myhoUo,"  said  tbereonun,  "when 
good  shot  or  a  gallant  blow. 


Cur.  Tin.] 

"Saj^  thonf' 


ITANBCm. 
i;  "then  thou 


Dire,  tad  ■(  woodmui'*  diHuice, 
'  And'ffit  T)md',»  m«rk, 


•aid  M  nice  from  b^lod,  but  by  whom  ullivcd  eouji 
oat  bigdiwcTOed. 

Him  (lliuiaD  lo  ibe  fale  ol  WUlkm  Rufu^  (ul 
gnndlalluT,  at  once  incenaed  and  slurried  Prince 
JofaD.  He  Badiifia]  himself,  bowever,  wiih  commaud- 
iag  the  mea-d-ann^  vho  ninounded  [he  liiis,  to 
knp  u  e7«  on  the  bnffiirt,  paintiiig  to  the  Tcoman. 
"Br  Sl  Giizid,"  he  iddei  "  we  will  tir  nii  own 
■kill,  who  ii  so  rauy  U>  ^n  hii  voice  lo  ihe  feats  of 

"I  ■hall  not  fly  the  Itial,"  said  the  yeomiui,  with 
the  compoaure  wQich  marited  bia  whole  deponmaiL 

"Hean  while,  aland  up,  ys  Suon  chuilB,"  aaid  the 
fieri  Prince  J  "for,  by  the  licbt  of  Heaven,  since  1 
have  laid  il,  the  Jew  ahall  have  his  >eal  amongit 

"  By  DO  iDcaoB.  an  it  please  vonr  Grace  l~it  is  not 
Bt  fijT  ajcb  a»  we  lo  ail  with  Ihe  rule™  of  Ihe  land," 
•aid  ihe  Jen  i  whoae  ambition  fat  precedence,  though 
ii  had  led  him  to  dispute  place  with  the  extenuated 
and  impoverished  deacendaniof  ibe  line  of  Montdi- 
■'      '  1.1..--      n  ininimoo^pon 


tie  pnvilegea  of  ihe  wetdlhy  Saxons. 
'tip,  inBdel  doe,  when  I  command  too,"  sa 
s  John,  "or  Twill  have  thy  swirthj'nide  alri 


nffand  laoneii  tot  hone-fumllure  1" 

'niDa  oiged,  Ibe  Jew  began  to  ascana  tue  aievp  ami 
nanow  ateps  which  led  up  to  the  ftallcry. 

"Let  me  see,"  aaid  the  Prince,  "who  dare  Blm 
him !"  Sting  oia  eye  on  Cedhc,  whose  atliliuu 
mtimat^  his  inlentioii  lo  hurl  the  Jew  dova  head~ 

l%e  cataiirophe  was  prevented  bf  the  down  Warn- 
ba.  wbo^  quinging  belwiit  hia  master  and  laaa&and 

eiclaiiDiiiK  in  aiuwer  lo  iha  Ptioee'B  defiance^  "Har- 
rr,  that  vnll  I !"  effused  to  the  beaid  <rf'  (be  Jews 
tfiield  of  brai 


tbe»l 


I  of  hi 


Finding 


._   -be  Jester  at  ihe  sanie  lime,  Hourieiied  hia 

w«odm  swoid  above  his  heacL  the  Jew  recoiled, 
missed  bis  fiialine,  and  tplled  dawn  ihe  steps,— an 
excelleat  )eet  to  the  qiectatom,  who  set  up  a  loud 
Uiighiet,  ai  which  Pnnce  Jcdin  and  hia  atiendsni* 
heahiljiaiiied. 

"Detiae  thepriut  cousin  Prince,"  aaid  Wambai 
"I  have  vanquiabed  my  foe  in  fair  nghl  with  sword 
and  abield."  be  added,  brandishing  the  brawn  in  one 
hand  and  ihe  woodeQ  awotd  in  the  other. 

"  Who,  and  what  an  ihou,  noble  cbampion  7"  said 
Pnnce  John,  aiiU  laughinff. 

"  A  Ibol  by  right  of  descent,"  anawered  the  Jester ; 


Hake  room  for  ibe  Jew  in  front  of  the  h>wer 
,"  aaid  Prince  John,  not  unwilling  pei^pa  to 
■poIogT  to  deaisi  from  hia  oiigual  purpose  j 
"■"  "■  beside  tha  victor  were  DJse 


Im^f"' 


at  me— Her^  Isaac,  lend  n 


As  the  Jew,  atonned  by  the  reaueat,  afiaid  to  refuse, 
and  tmwiUinB  to  comply,  fumbled  in  the  fiural  bai; 
wbidi  hung  by  bis  girdle,  and  was  perhaps  endea- 
•minaB  to  sacertoia  bow  lew  coins  might  paas  for  a 
handfiJ,  the  Prince  aloopal  from  his  jennet, and 
astlled  Isaac's  doubts  by  snalcUing  the  pouch  itself 
^■jai  hia  aide ;  and  flinging  lo  Wamba  a  couple  of 
E  gold  pieces  which  it  coataioed,  be  potaued  hia 
Iter  roimd  the  lista,  leaving  the  Jew  (o  ihe  derision 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

*JJ[>^^^ja™r™ji'^W4,r™oMd.iii.n3iiJikr. 

In  the  ntidat  o[  Prince  John'a  cavalcada  he  Sud- 
denly slopt,  and  appealing  lo  the  Prior  of  JorvsiJi, 
decIaiHl  Ibe  pnncipat  buHntn  of  the  day  had  been 


-     -   — jn  of  Love  ar 
Dcauiy,  oy  wnoae  wniie  hand  the  palm  ia  to  be  dis- 
tributed,    for  mr  part,  J  am  liberal  in  my  ideas, 
and!  care  not  if  I  give  my  rote  for  the  blatA-eyad 

"  Holy  Viigin."  answered  the  Prior,  turning  up  his 
eyes  ID  horror,  a  Jewess  I— We  should  deaerve  tob« 
stoned  out  of  the  lista ;  and  I  am  not  yet  old  enough 
to  be  a  mamr.  Besides,  I  swear  by  my  patron 
saint,  that  she  B  Or  mfenor  lo  Ihe  lov^  Saxon, 
Rowena."  '  ^ 

"  Saion  or  Jew,"  . 

of  Jew,  dogor  hog,  v.„„.  ..„.„;,,  „,    .  „,    imuio 

H«)MCB,^OT  i<  only  to  manify  ihe  Saxon  churls." 

t  his  awn  immediate 


jf  inanit,"  aaid  one  of 
at  of  Prince  John's 
"and  if  your  Grace 


John,  reining  "P  hil 
iwer.  but  nol  for  my 

ce  in  the  padis  which 


>m  Ihe  lone  m  which  this  was  n>aken,  John  saw 
_,_eCBasily  of  acquiescence.  "I  did  hot  Jesi,"  ho 
said ;  and  you  lorn  upqp  me  like  so  many  adders  I 
Name  wbom  you  will,  in  Ae  fiend's  name,  and  please 
yourSeives." 

"Nay,  nay,"  said  De  Bracy,  "lei  the  bir  sote- 
reign'a  throne  remain  unoccupied,  until  the  con- 
lueror  ahail  be  named,  and  Ihen  let  him  choose  the 
lady  by  whom  it  shall  be  filled.    It  will  add  anolher 

Kce  10  bis  triumph,  and  teach  fair  ladies  to  priie  ihe 
;  of  volinnl  ktugbla,  who  can  exalt  them  to  sueh 
lialinction." 

"If  Brian  de  Bois-Quilberl  gain  lh» """  "••■'< 'li- 
Prior,  "I  will  gage  my  rosary  ihai  I 
reign  of  Love  and  Beauty," 

"RniA-niiilhdi-r  "  nnnnrpi 


M  the  Sove- 

rered  De  Bracy,  "  ia  a  good 
ce;  but  Ihere  are  others  around  (wse  lista.  Sir 
or,  who  will  not  fear  to  •nrounler  him." 
Silence,  sir^"  said  Waldemar,  "and  let  the 
nee  sssume  hu  scat  The  knighla  and  ^KctaUn 
-.-  alike  impBlieni,  the  time  advancea,  and  highly  fit  it 
islhal  theaporta  should  commence." 

Prince  John,  ihou^  nol  yet  a  monarch,  had  in 

WaldemarFitzursealllheinconveniencesofafavour- 

'-•-f,  who,  in  serving  his  soverogn,  must 

■0  in  his  own  way.   The  Prince  acquiesced, 

illhoogh  his  di^ailion  was  predselj  of 

which  is  apt  to  oe  obetinale  upon  trifles, 


lO  five  challengers  viae  (o  undertake  all 

Secondly,  any  knight  propoaing  lo  combat,  might, 
if  hcple'iBed,  eelecl  s  special  snlagonisl  Emm  amonf 
ihe  chslleagers,  by  muching  hia  shield.  If  he  did  so 
with  the  reverse  of  his  lance,  the  trial  of  skill  waa 
nude  with  what  were  called  Ihe  arms  of  coarlesy, 
'm,  with  lances  at  whose  eiitemtty  a  piece  of 


llietlcTiiiigffiJIcnH  were  crawdol  with  all  ib 
noble,  greit,  wtaitby,  rdo  brautifuL  in  Ibe  nonoeni 
■ad  midUnd  pirtt  of  Engluid  t  *oa  ttts  contnil  oT 
tba  TShoiw  dnatea  of  tbtiMdigmflcdnMcUion^raii- 
dend  the  view  u  my  ■*  it  wu  lich,  mila  the  interior 
and  low«r  vue,  Uled  with  the  MMianii*!  burgene* 
■nd  yeomen  of  mern'  England,  foimed,  in  their  more 
plain  atliK,  •  daik  mngt^  or  border,  tiouod  (bia  ci^ 
cleof  brilliant  embroideiy,  reheving,  and,  at  the  aame 
fine,  BeiiinKoffid  •pleadonr. 

The  heraUB  finished  their  proclamation  nicb  their 
uaaal  cnr  of  "La^saae,  Ivgnae,  pUanl  knigbl  " 
-nd  gold  ani*  -' ■ 


^.d  and  ailvra  pieoea  were  ihoi 

from  ibeoalleriea,  it  being  a  bigh  point  of  chivalry  ta 
exhibit  bDeraliiy  (owardH  thcwe  whom  the  ago  ac- 
counted at  once  tbe  aecretaries  and  the  bistonanaaf 
hanour.  The  bouaty  of  ibe  apGCtatorB  wm  scknow- 
ledfiedbrthe  ciulomiry  ahovie  of  "  Love  of  Ladies- 
Death  01  CfainipionB— Honour  to  the  Generous— 
Glory  lo  ibe  Brave  I"    To  which  tbe  more  humble 


Their  eacnlcheons  have  long  monldend  fmin  tl 
will*  of  tbeir  cuiIm.  Their  tsallei  ihemadvea  a 
but  grean  mound*  and  ibattered  nun*— tbe  placa  th. 
L — _.i. —  L L --.y,  mans; 


■h  theyo< 


ploLwitfaillih 
iudal  lords,  Wb 


My  of  feudal  pnipnelon  and  teudiU  lends.  What,  the 
■redd  il  avail  tbe  reader  lo  know  tbar  names,  or  tl 
evaneMeni  aymboli  of  their  martial  rank  I 

Now,  however,  do  whit  antiapaiiDs  (he  oUi>ic 
which  awaited  their  names  and  leau,  the  champioi 
advanced  throu^  the  liiu,  reaoaiiiing  thcu-  Gei 
steedi,  and  compelling  (hem  to  move  slowly,  whil 
at  the  same  Hate,  they  eihibtted  their  psces,  toseth' 
with  the  grace  and  deiteritv  of  ibe  ridera.  Xa  Ih 
proceaoan  entered  tbe  lift*,  tbe  sound  of  a  wild  Bai 
baric  music  wu  heard  from  behmd  tbe  lents  of  tl 
cballeomr*  where  the  peifbrmera  were  concealed.  I 
was  of  Eaalem  orinn,  having  been  brought  from  lb 
Holr  Land;  and  the  miilure  of  the  cymbals  an 
bells  aeemed  lo  bid  welcome  at  ones,  and  defiano 
to  tbe  knights  as  ibey  advanced,  nitb  tbe  eye*  c 
an  immense  concourse  of  spectaiors  fixed  upon  then 
Ibe  five  knights  advanced  up  the  pliltinn  upo: 
which  the  tents  of  tbe  challengers  stood,  and  tber 
scparadng  themaelM  each  touched  sligfatly,  ani 
with  the  reverse  of  hia  lance,  the  ahield  of  ibo  anlaea 
niat  to  whom  h«  wished  to  oppose  hinuel£  'ni. 
lower  order  of  spectators  in  gmeral— -nay,  many  o 
the  higher  dan,  and  it  ia  even  asid  seveial  of  th> 
ladies,  ware  rather  disappointed  at  Ibe  championt 
cbooamg  the  arms  of  courtesy.  For  the  same  son  o 
persona,  who,  in  ihe  present  day,  applaud  most 
highly  the  deepest  traKeoies,  were  then  itilereeted  in  a 
toumamenl  exactly  in  proponioD  to  the  dangn  in- 
euired  by  the  champions  engaged. 

Having  indmalsd  tbeir  mure  pacific  purpose,  ihi 
champtona  retrealed  to  the  enremiiy  of  the  lists 
when  they  remained  drawn  up  itio  Lne;  while  lh< 
challengers,  aallring  each  from  his  pavilioi),  monniec 
ihdr  borveiL  and,  headed  by  Bnan  de  Boia-OuSbetl 
descended  from  the  platfonn.  and  opposed  themselvH 
individually  to  the  knights  who  had  touched  ihdi 
renieclive  shields. 

At  the  flourish  ofclsrions  and  trumpets,  tbpy  Btotte" 
out  against  each  other  at  fiill  eallop ;  and  such  wi' 
(he  superior  dexteriiy  or  good  iortune  of  the  challen 
,gGra.  that  ihose  opposed  to  Biua-Guilbert,  Hslvoistn 
and  Front-de-BiPuf,  rolled  on  (he  ground.  The  an 
(agonist  of  Granlmesnil,  instead  of  beanng  hia  lance 
point  fair  againat  tbe  creal  or  the  ahield  ofhis  enemy 
swerved  so  much  from  the  duw  l"i»  ■■  •«  hn™!  ilu 
weapon  athwart  tbe  person  o: 


(ban  that  of  being  actually  unhorsed ;  because  ihi 
latter  might  happen  firom  accident,  whoeos  (he  foi 
mer  evinced  awtwardnese  and  want  of  managemen 
oftbaweaponandof(behorse.  The  fifth  knigh(  atnn 
maintained  the  honour  of  his  party,  and  parted  ftirij 
with  the  Knight  of  Si.  }oha^  boili  Bphnteriofi  tha 
lances  without  advaaiage  on  at  her  aide. 

The  Bhouls  of  the  midtitude,  together  with  th 
acclamations  of  the  heraldii,  and  the  clongpur  of  ih 
irampeta,  annoimced  the  tnumphof  ihevielonaoi 
Ibe  dp/ealj  of  (be  vsnquiahed.  The  fonner  ictreale 
to  Ibeir  pavilions,  and  the  laller,  gB(hering  themselni 
op  as  they  could,  withdrew  from  tbe  lists  in  disgrac 
uid  d^ectian,  to  agree  with  tbor  victora  conoemiiu 
the  redemption  of  ibeir  arms  and  their  borsea  which 
aceoiding  to  the  laws  of  the  lounisment,  they  jut 
IbrMled.  Ilnflflh  of  Ibeir  numberalone  tarrud  !■ 
the  lista  long  enough  lo  be  greeted  by  the  spplsiMe 
of  (he  apec(atora  arpongst  whom  he  retraaMJ,  u 
(he  B,ggravBtian.  doubtless,  of  hi*  companions'  moltt 
flcatton. 

A  second  and  a  third  party  of  knights  took  (bi 

■  Irpefcfljg 
IT  B«Mj«  Iwr  CJM^ea.  ^ al  w^ 


tbs  ■■■iiiiii  might  iitak  unlen  iha  chimpian  mi 

ASa  thb  foonh  eoeounier.  then  wu  ■  conndera- 
bltftaae ;  nor  did  il  appear  ihit  anr  one  wbb  very 
JaafiMU  oT  renewing  the  conical.  Hia  Bpectalon 
iuWIuuibI  among  ihemwtvssi  for,  imonE  the 
ckaflcnsen,  MilroiMQ  mid  Fronl-dB-Bieal  wwb 
■awofntar  fratn  ihdr  cbiracure,  »nd  the  olberK 
dOfJt  Grvitmoiul,  went  disliked  bh  elnuigGn  and 


palled  Oriumpb  o*er  the  honour  o(  EnglaDd.  Hia 
<FWB  (doiatioa  hid  taugbt  him  no  •kill  in  the  gunn 
ofdivalrT,  ■Ithoneh,  with  tha  amie  of  his  Suon 
tmettum,  be  bu  muufnted  himKLC  on  mirw 
mi  iiwiin.  B  bran  ind  dttermined  satdier.  He 
lookad  uuiKuIr  to  Albelaline,  vho  had  leainal  [he 
■ccDo^iliahmenla  of  lbs  txe,  ■■  If  duuing  thai  he 
riwdd  make  *onia  paraonal  rfbrt  u  recorer  the 
neUKj  wlocb  wu  pumng  Into  the  hondi  of  the 
TemfUr  uid  hi>  MtoQiles.  Bui,  (bougb  both  stout 
■Jhajtiai  Mroiig  of  pereon,  Alheliluie  bad  adii' 
EOBiiaa  ten  imn  and  ununbilioua  to  make  the  uer- 
tjom  which  Codric  seemed  lo  expect  from  him. 

"TIb  d>T  is  againet  England,  my  lord,"  eaidCed- 
nc,  in  a  Baikal  lone ;  "  are  you  ool  templed  lo  take 
ihclMic*r 

latwO  Dll  to-momw,"  answerEc!  Athelstuic,  "In 
the  mUit ;  it  is  not  worlh  while  for  me  lo  ann  my- 

f^"  tfuiiKs  dinpleaaed  Cedric  in  ihii  ipeech.    Il 

led  the  Norman  word  milic,  (lo  oitpreaa  the 

inlliet.)  and  it  erlaced  some  indtfieienca  lo 

r  oT  ihe  conntry ;  biililwaBapokenbyAlfael- 

Kanc^  whom  he  held  in  nch  prolbuDd  respect,  ihat 
ke  wodd  not  trmt  himself  lo  cUTass  hi*  motive*  or 
la*  tMta.  Horeorer,  be  had  do  time  lo  make  any 
lemarfc,  far  Waniba  ihruM  in  hi*  woid,  observing,  "  It 
•ai  better,  ibongfa  acarce  easjer,  to  M  the  best  man 
uBODg  ■  hundred,  than  the  best  man  of  two." 

Aibdslanc  took  ihe  observation  aa  a  eerioaa  com- 
tfaoaH;  baiCedric.whobetterundertiloodlheJeeter'a 
■'-■"' "g.  darted  at  hint  a  severe  and  menacing  look  j 
and  liKkir  it  was  for  Wamba,  perhaps,  thai  Ihe  time 
•ad  i^ace  prevented  hii  receiving,  notwithstanding 
haibcearid  Bernce,monsBenaibUtiiariuofhis  maa- 
n'a  iiiiAitnienl. 

The  paqae  in  ihe  loomament  was  itill  vninlerrupt- 
ol  ezceptbigby  ihe  voiceaof  the  heratdi  exclaiming— 
'Lon  of  ladies,  qilintettBg  of  lances!  stand  forth, 
^Bant  kniilhte,  uire^M  look  upon  youi  deeds!" 

TW  mnnc  sleo  of  the  challenfien  brealbsd  bora 
•BIB  to  rime  wild  bursts  aipnsaive  of  triumph,  or 
**"»",  ivbile  die  downs  gntdged  a  bobdsy  which 
iBBnal  to  pase  away  in  inactivil|i ;  and  old  Knight* 
nd  DotileB  IiiTWDled  in  whiipen  ihedecsy  of  martial 
vcit,  spoke  of  the  iriumphaof  their  younger  days. 
Kit  agreed  that  the  land  did  noinow  supply  dames  of 

Bch  trBBSoendenl  beauty  u  had  animaled  iht  ' 

•d  brmer  limn.     Prince  John  began  to  lalL 

aiVndaals  aboai  makine  ready  the  bartqiiet,  and  the 
Mceaniy  of  adjudging  the —  " — 


Ooilbsrt,  who  had,  with  a  tin^ 
(WD  kni0ii*  aiid  foiled  a  third. 

At  length,  aa  lbs  Saracemc  mosic  of  tha  challennA 
concluded  one  of  those  long  and  hi^  Aonriahes  vnih 
which  therbtd  broken  Ihe  ailence  of  the  II91&  it  was 
■OBwend  by  a  solitary  trumpet,  whidi  bteathed  a  note 
of  dsBanoa  Ihim  the  northern  exiretnity.  All  eyea 
were  tamed  to  see  the  new  champion  which  these 
sounds  announced,  and  iw  aooner  were  (he  hanteta 
opened  than  be  paced  into ''  '    ' 

be  iudBcd  of  a  man  shei . 

per  did  nol  greatly  ei , 

to  be  I«lber  •lender  ihan  etrongly  made.  His 
auii  01  armour  was  formed  of  sled,  ricSy  Inlaid  with 
gold,  and  ihe  device  on  his  shield  was  a  young  oak' 
tree  pulled  op  by  ibe  1091a,  with  the  Spanish  word 
iJiKBcAaAi,  swnifyiiig  Disiiihented.  Hewaamounted 
on  a  gallant  black  horse,  and  aa  he  passed  throngfa 
the  lists  he  gracefully  sainted  ihePrlnce  and  Ihe  ladies 
by  lowering  his  laitee.    The  deiteritv  widi  whicb  be 


of  the  I 

shFe™ 

sure  seat  be  ia  your  cheapesi  bargain." 

The  champion,  moving  onward  amid  these  well- 
meant  hints,  ascended  the  platform  by  the  aloping 
alley  which  led  lo  it  from  the  lists,  and,  lo  the  sslorush- 
mcDl  of  all  present  riding  sliaighl  up  10  lbs  central 
pavilion,  struck  with  the  abarpend  of  hi^  spear  (be 
shield  of  Brian  de  Boia-Goilbert  until  it  rung  again. 
All  stood  BStoniehed  si  bis  preaomplion,  bul  nono 
m""  "■"  '■"  ■  '-- J  Knight  whom  he  had  Ibos 
de  and  who.  little  eipecltng  so 

m  inding  careleasly  at  the  door 

yourself,  brother,"  said  the 
Ti  I  heard  masa  this  Diominc 

lb  franklyl" 

ith  than  ihou  art,"  answered 
lb  for  by  (hie  name  Ihe  stranger 

hi  he  book!  of  the  toumer. 

In  the  lists,"  said  Bols-Quil- 
be  upon  the  sun;  foilhianighl 

Ih  ise." 

curtesy,"  rgilied  ihe  Disin- 
eqaile  it,  I  advise  thee  to  lake 
lance.  Cor  by  my  honour  you 


a  (iesh  horse  and 
will  need  both." 
Having  expressed   himself  thus  nmGdently, 


^.^    .^,.-. ,-._„  ^-onugenuy,    no 

ickward  down  the  slope  which  he 

a  oscenaeo,  ana  compelled  him  in  the  same  manner 

^  move  backward  throu^  ibe  lists,  till  be  reached 

(he  nonheni  eilremiiy,  where  he  remained  iMIionsry, 

.,.  ...~/.>.«i«,  of  his  sntagonist    Tlus  leal  of  horse- 

—  jied.tfieap 


again  BtiracK 


pplausec^the  muldlnde. 


ipplauseofthe  mull 

~ idvetssry  for  the  ptecau- 

tiiHis  which  he  recomincnded,  Brisn  de  Bois-QuilbeTt 

did  not  neglect  hia  advice:  for  his  honour  wss  too 
nearly  concerned,  ui  permitbis  neglecting  any  means 
which  mighi  ensui*  victory  over  his  presumptuous 
opponent  He  changed  hia  horse  for  a  prnved  and 
fresh  one  of  greal  slrcngth  and  qjiril.  He  chose  ■ 
new  and  lough  spear,  lest  the  wood  of  the  former 
might  hsvD  been  strained  In  the  previous  encounter* 
he  bad  sustained.  Lastly,  he  laid  aside  his  shield, 
which  had  received  some  Uute  damaee,  and  received 
another  Irom  bis  squires-  His  liral  had  only  boms 
the  general  device  of  his  rider,  reprcsentigg  two 
knights  riding  apon  one  horse,  an  emblem  expre«vs 
of  lbs  orionsl  numlllty  and  poverty  of  the  Templars, 
qualiliea  which  they  had  since  eichanged  for  ihe  arro- 
ganco  and  wealth  (hat  Anally  occasioned  their  sup 
pression.  Boia-Ouilbert's  new  shield  bore  a  raven  in 
full  flight,  holding  In  Its  ctaws  a  skull,  and  beaiinff 
the  motto,  Gare  le  Coritau. 

When  tbe  two  chanipions  stood  omottd  to  esch 
other  at  the  iwo  eiiremili™  of  the  risls^lhe  public 
eipeclBiion  wss  alraincd  lo  ihe  highesi  pitch.  Pew 
aii^tured  tbe  posslhitiiy  that  the  encouiyer  could  lor- 
□unale  well  for  the  Disinhetited  Kiught,  yei  his 
couragcand  gallantry  secured  Ibe  general  good  wishes 
.of  the  specialors. 


Tbttr 


tlw  i^inpioDa  Ttniriied  froin  ibai  poata  

qNcd  of  ligfatniiig,  uul  cloHd  in  the  centre  o(  Ifafl  LRU 
with  the  shock  of  a  ihunduiboll.  The  lances  bunt 
into  BhivaiB  up  to  Iha  vei;  Rmap,  and  it  HemMl  at 
the  tnamsiit  that  both  IuukEib  had  falleo,  lot  the 
■hock  had  made  each  horae  recoil  hackwardi  opon 
*      '  '      .    TliB  addresa  of  the  hden  reco*eied 

se of  iho  biidls and  spur:  and  having 

_.L  ._  ...  __  7 :.L  _„^  ^Jijji 


each  otho'  for  an  inalant  vilh  e) 


tsalad  ihe  ii 


reial  acclamation^  _. 
the  ipectiion  ia  thii 
the  bent  per- 


j  the  DioBt  equal  aa 


fiwTOod,  which  had  gni. ,.    __ 

had  tha  koiahta  resumed  iheir  atalion,  i 
Riour  of  apdauas  was  huahed  into  a  aile 
>nd  ■>  dead,  ihat  it  aeemed  the  multitude 
eren  (o  bmth& 

A  6w  minnlea' panaehBTing  been  allowed,  that  the 
combiluita  and  thor  honea  might  recover  breath, 

Piince  John  with  hia  truncheon  aigned  t-  ■'-- 

|>eta  to  «aand  the  onveL    The  champioi 


dflSance  of  hie  conqueior.  "nie  Disinherited  Kni^l 
apnins  from  hli  aleed,  and  alao  unaheathed  hia 
■mira.  The  tnarshale  of  the  Geld,  however,  apuired 
their  horwa  between  ihem,  and  reminded  them,  that 
the  lawB  of  the  lotimament  did  not,  on  the  preaent 


calling  a  resenlhil  stance 

whoro  there  are  none  lo  aeparata  ua." 

"  If  we  do  not,"  aoid  the  Dinaheiited  Enifpii, "  iha 
fault  iMl  oat  be  mine.    On  foot  or  horaabaick,  with 


The  (gigantic  Fronl-de-Bf>Q£  aimed  m  aable  ar- 
mour, iraa  the  ftrat  who  took  the  Seld,  He  bore  on 
■  white  shield  a  Hack  bull's  head,  half  dehecd  bv 


BOE.  [Cur.  IX. 

the  nuDieniui  encouaten  which  he  had  mtdennn^ 

and  beating  thearrofiuitmaliD.  CsHiJifnifn.  Ovw 

this  champion  the  Diainheriied  KniKht  abiaiiied  s 

aliAhl  but  decisive  advantage.    BoUi  Knights  broke 

then  lances  fairly,  but  FVonl-de-BtBuE  whu  losl  ■ 

Biimip  in  the  encounter,  was  adjudged  to  have  the 

disadvantaRe. 

Id  Ihe  amngsi'a  Ihiid  encounter  with  Sir  Philip 

Ivoiain,  he  was  equall)r  aucceasfulj  sinking  (bat 

DD  10  forcibly  on  the  casque,  that  the  laces  of  ibe 


his  __.., 

In  his  (burlh  comfant  with  De  Grantmeanil,  the 
Diainheriied  Knighl  showed  is  much  couitesy  as 
he  had  hitberlo  evinced  courage  and  dexlerilir.  De 
Granlmeanil'a  horse,  which  was  young  and  violeot, 
reared  and  plunged  in  the  course  of  the  career  so 
*s  to  disturb  the  rider's  aim,  and  the  slranger,  de- 
ctinirig  to  take  Ihe  advantage  which  Ihis  acddeal 
aSbrded  him,  raised  his  lance,  and  uaaiiig  his  ants- 
gonial  withoui  touching  him,  wheeled  his  norae  aad 
rods  back  sfsin  to  his  own  end  of  the  liats,  offsiiiH 
his  antaffDDiBL  by  a  herald,  the  chines  of  a  ■ecoM 
encountet.  This  De  Oranuneanil  declined,  avowing 
himself  laoquishsd  ss  moch  by  ths  oomtsay  as  bf 
the  address  of  bis  opponent 

Ralph  de  Tiponl  summed  up  (he  liat  of  the  atran- 
ger'a  triumphs,  beiae  hurled  u  ths  Rround  wilb  such 
force,  ihat  the  blood  guahed  from  his  nose  and  hia 
moulb,  and  he  was  home  senseleaa  from  ihe  liata. 

The  acclamations  of  ihouaands  applauded  the  uos- 


CHAPTER  IX. 


..  ..*ive  the  i 
bands  of  Prin< 
with  all  knigh 
alleging,  (batb< 

heralds  when  I 
wore  perfectly  t 

valry,  there  were  none  nurc  commoo  than  ihose  by 
which  they  engaged  to  remsin  ina^nito  for  a  cer- 
tain space,  or  until  somo  particular  adven lore  was 
Bchisved. ,  The  marshals,  therefore,  pressed  no  fkt- 
nbenod  Knighl,  bui, 
mnqueror'a  desire  to 
I  permission  to  bring 
hat  he  miKhl  receive 

by  the  myatery  ob- 


S'ted  as  well  of  his 
1  desreH  lo  appear 
s  tact— Wot  ye,  atf 
:  Huii,  IUIUUI0  luuiiu  lu  his  trsin,  "  who  lh» 
n  be,  thai  btais  himself  thus  priaidlyl" 
Jt  guess,"  anawered  DoBrscy,  "nor  did  I 


umonier  of  Hiiui,  besujea  nrsnlf  in  ths  hundred  of 
profits,  he  cares  for  il  sb  atlls  u  if  he  had  found  it  iD 
the  blob WB  VI 1" 

"If Is  lisks  his  owd  penoa  sod  timbs,  bther,"  ssid 
Rdneca,  "ia  doing  such  ■  diauUiil  bitttle^  he  can 
scuce  be  expected  u  spare  his  horse  sod  armonr." 

"Child!"  replied  Isaac,  ■omowhat  heated,  "thou 
knowesl  Dol  what  thou  speakeel— His  neck  end  umb* 

are  his  own,  but  his  botaa  and  armour  beloiu  to 

Holy  Jacobl  «4ua  wu  I  about  lo  aayt— Narenba- 
tess,  it  is  «  good  routh— See,  Rebecca  I  sec^  hs  i*  Main 
about  lo  go  up  lo  battle  against  the  Plubstine— najr, 
child— pray  Sir  tbassAlroT  the  good  Toulh,— andof 
the  ■peed]'  horse,  and  tne  rich  armour.— Ood  of  my 
blhsiarlieagBui  aidaiinsd,  "  he  hath  oonguered, 
and  ths  unorcumcised  PhiliMine  bath  Uleo  Mtora 
his  isaeci— even  as  Og  the  £iu  of  Bsaban,  and  Si- 
boo,  Eiogof  the  Anioritea,  felrbabra  the  awofd  of 
QUI  fathers  1— Surely  he  shall  take  their  gold  and  their 
nliw,aDdihsiiwar-harsea,ai]d  UieirinDoar  of  brass 
and  of  steel,  fiir  a  prey  and  fora  ^mIL" 

The  same  sniiety  did  the  worthy  Jew  di^ilay  dor- 


been  ihere- 
toTtheDis- 
the  part  of 


ir  motiTsof 
nained  aia- 
isyesof  Ine 

rnsj  and 
pomt  of 


rl'Sdd^oi 


duced.  But 
ned  by  the 
lowena.  the 


ocrely  than  oujseu,  jmuj  ui  jufjiwi  oiiu  u  j 
you  to^y,  with  your  noble  sire  nod  friends,  lo 
our  banouet  in  the  Castle  of  Ashby,  we  shall  le«u  u 
kaow  the  empress  to  whose  service  we  devote  to- 
morrow." ^- 

Rowena  remained  nieat,  BBoffedne  snswKed  tar 
ber  in  his  native  Saioo.        'j^ 

"  The  Lady  Rowena,"  be  and,  "posscaas  not  tha 
languam  in  which  lo  nplj  u>  yoiir  ooorww,  «  » 
sustamliarpanmyoiaftelinL  lalsotuidttaenablB 
Athdsuneof  Coniiusbu^  veak  only  the  lancnuB, 
and  pracdss  oidy  iSs  roanDsra,  of  our  falhera.  We 
therdbrs  decGne  with  thanks  your  Highnesif  a  ooor- 
tCDOs  invitatiDD  to  ths  bonqusL  To-momw,  the  Lady 
Rowena  will  take  tDOa  htr  the  SUM  to  whieh  Asba* 
been  called  by  theEiee  dectim  or  tbe  nctot  Knight, 
ooafirmed  by  the  acdamatians  of  tba  people.'' , 

So  sanns,  be  lifted  theconnet,  eod  placed  it  apon 
Rowens  s  bead,  in  token  of  her  acoeplanca  of  tba 
temporary  autbonly  assigned  10  her. 

"What  mn  htT  aaB  Prince  John,  aJbciiiK  itai 
to  undentand  tbs  Saxon  lanRuagn  in  whi<^  bow- 
atw  he  was  well  skilled.  Tlie  purport  of  CUtk** 
speech  wae  r4)eated  to  him  in  FtvDca.  "Iliawril," 
he  said)  "to-moifow  we  will  oursdf  conduct  this 
mute  sovereiitn  to  bier  seat  of  dignily.— You,  at  least. 
Sir  Cnigbt,  he  iddnd,  turning  to  tbe  victor,  wbir 
had  ramainsd  near  tbe  gallsry,  "wilt  this  day  atiaiv 

ihl,  qiesking  for  the  first  time,  in  a  low  and 

"     --    "5"--     ■'■-,  pleading  Istiga^ 

r  lo-morrow'B  eo- 


''ItisweU,"ssidPrinoeJohiLb8D^tily;''althongk 
nnnsed  to  soch  refbsala,  we  will  codeaTour  to  di^st 
our  baoguet  as  we  may,  though  unaraced  by  tha  most 
suocssstnl  in  arma,  and  bis  elected  ttneen  of  Beentjr.'' 

So  saying,  he  prepued  lo  leave  tiM  lists  with  bis 
gUttating  trun,  and  his  tnmiiiR  bis  steed  tcx  thsi  pur- 
pose, was  the  signal  for  Ihe  breaking  up  and  ^^a- 
aioo  of  tbe  qieetatara. 

Tet,  with  tbe  vindictive  memory  primer  to  olfaided 
pride,  especiallr  when  comtMned  with  conscious  want 
ofdeasrt,  Johnhsd  hardly  proceeded  Ibrae  pacta,  en 
again,  taming  sionnd,  ha  fixed  an  eve  of  stem  reeent- 
ment  imon  me  veomsn  wbo  had  di^deased  bim  in 
the  eany  part  of  tbe  day,  and  issued  his  commands 


c^.xi 


rriNHOE. 

'■— tb«  btMii  iJ  Keed- 


Braw,  "thst  rli 
ibouU  bs  raalu 


■ranbOcla 


id  mi  lilenl.    Pnacc 
1  the  luu.  and  the  du- 


eraoa  part  •Ueuned  lo- 
r  AihiM',  where  many  of  the  diatin- 
B~—~  t-^>~—  -ere  lodged  in  ihe  cuilc;  and  where 
othen  found  accaniinodaliaD  in  the  lova  nte]L 
Among  these  were  matt  of  the  kiii^u  who  bed 
aIntAj  wpesredin  the  coumunent,  or  who  pnipoe«d 
ID  Sefal  mere  the  enniDgdiy,  and  who,  u  they  mclB 
aawlf  alauA  talking  of ec  die  eveata  ofttieday,  were 
greeted  wilffloudanouteby  ibo  populace.  Hie  tame 
aeclaniBlkiiu  were  beHowed  upon  Prince  John, 
■libough  be  waa  indebled  Ibr  them  rather  to  the  ipJen- 
dmir  cJ  Ina  uipearuKe  and  train,  than  to  iha  popu- 
larity of  hii  character. 

A  moTB  sncere  and  mote  general,  aa  well  ai  a  bet- 
Icr-merifed  acclamatioit,  attended  the  ficuir  of  the 
day,  uDiil,  aniioua  to  withdraw  hiniMlf  bam  papular 
Di>iice^  he  accepted  the  accommodatioh  of  etle  of  thoae 
(laviCiiaa  lulcbed  «I  the  eitremiliea  of  the  liali,  Iba 
Die  of  vhich  waa  cooneDualf  lendered  him  by  ihe 
maniiab  of  the  field.  On  hu  reliriiu  in  bia  tent, 
'lo  had  lingered  in  the  liala,  to  look  upon  and 
: —  iijiii^  ^^  diaperaed. 


Iwnael  made  ofblackfiir,  aeemed  to^ect  -.■  „,™, 
'V'^^i^'^v'*  ^  P«»iei-  An  oOiere  being  m^ 
=1'™"  ftom  Ihe  tent,  iki  attendant  teliered  hia  maa- 


firm  coDjecnnva  concenvns 

of  laen  laleljr  crowded  together  in  one  place,  uid  agi^ 
lated  by  the  aaoie  pasing  erenta,  ware  now  exchanged 
for  the  dlut«ii(  bum  of  vncts  ta  difiereoi  grotme  re- 
rreatingin  all  directum,  aikd  the«e  ^lesdilf  diedawajt 
in  alence.  No  other  Munda  were  heard  sbtc  &t 
voica  of  dte  maniala  who  attipped  Ibe  gaUenea  of 
Utai  ouhioD*  and  lapeatiy,  in  onler  to  put  them  in 
aafiett  for  dn  ni^l,  aiid  wrangled  among  tbemaelvea 
G^the  hatf-oaeS  botllea  of  wine  and  relica  of  the 
reOeaiimait  which  had  been  aerved  round  to  thevec- 

Beyotid  the  piscincta  of  the  liiu 

brge  waa  erected  i  and  iheae  now  b^an  to  gliniiner 
mrm^  Ihe  iwiUght,  announcing  tba  Kal  of  the  ar- 
moorei^  wbich  waa  to  eonlinue  through  ■"■-  ■■  " 
biAl,  in  nder  to  ninit  or  alter  the  auil 
to  be  oaed  again  on  the  moiTOw. 

A  atroDg  gMid  of  mtn-at-armi,  roiai. ., 

nla,  bom  two  houra  lo  two  boui^  auirounded  (lie 
Ml,  ami  kepi  w«tcb  during  the  ni^t. 

CHAPTER  X. 

Tte  lisk  ■■a'l  fHtMnlaVw  bJlaw  bMk, 
A^B  UwihMliiw  sf  Ibe  ittot  gibl 


anm  vBmniMmitnu  miu^ut  nan  an  awmer  nmcneo  ma 
■nSo^  uian  a^nea  and  pagia  in  abundaiMe  Ka- 
iend  thaw  mmam  to  diauni  btm,  to  being  frtrii 
■tiir^  and  to  ofo  bin  dw  refrgahmeni  of  Iha  bMh. 
~  )  WM  p«th«pa  *'T*^ 

g  daaiiad  lo  kiww  ino  the 


I  not  gritifiad.    Ilie 
ownmiie,  or  tither 
baring  hia  head  and  bee  balf-haiied  in  •  Nonmm 


—  from  the  mOTB  twtdapwma  uita  of  hia  armour, 
and  placed  food,  and  moe  bafora  him,  which  tba 
u^^  (If  tba  d»  tendered  very  accofiahle. 

The  biu^t  had  scarcely  finiahad  a  h>Ay  maal  ■■ 
hi*  mania]  announced  (o  him  that  five  meiLud^ 
}S^  .«  l»rtHrf  ■toad,  dnued  to  apeak  >(^  hS 
The  lAainbenled  Emglu  had  exchanged  hia  annow 

lor  the  long  robe  uauallf  woi"  *■"  ■>■ '  ■-: 

diiion,  which,  being  futmriied 

""  baturea,  when  auch  wa 

Iter,  almoit  oa  comptetely 

:  itaelf;  but  ibe  twiligfai 

kening,  would  of  iteelfJia 

nneceacgty.  unleaa  lo  penoo 

a  individual  chanced  to  be  pi 

The  Disinhenied  Eni^i,  i 

Jrlhtolhe'fronlof  bia  rent,ai 

the  noirea  of  Ihe  cballeuBere, 

by  than  ruiwt  and  black  area 

hie  mailer' a  cbanei,  loaded  wi 

he  bad  that  day  lou^L 

"According  lo  the  lawa  of  cbiTalry,"  laid  ihe  ft™. 
moatof  ^eae  men,. " t Baldwin  de  Ovley.  tqutre  U 
the  Adoubted  Emgbt  Brian  de  Boia^OuI^^  maka 
offer  iq  you,  BirlingyquraeU,  lor  the  pieeent,  the  Dia- 
inhenlad  JEnigbt,  ofihe  iborw  and  armour  uaad  br 
the  aaid  Bnan  da  Boti-Qudben  in  tbaAi?BpaMw 
of  Amu,  leaving  it  with  your  noblenaaa  to  ratainor 
I  [jij  „^^  according  to  youi  pleanue ;  for 

npeaied  nearly  the  lame  formula, 
iwail  ths  decia»n  of  iba  Diambs- 

•''j<'u«<u',  Hn,"rgptiedibeEnighi,addreaaing 
Ihoae  who  had  laal  Bokeo,  "  and  to  your  bonouraUe 
and  vabani  mHiera,  1  have  one  common  raply.  Com 
mend  ma  Co  the  noble  Iiigbw,  your  maaler^  and  aay. 
I  ahould.do  ill  lo  dvnve  them  of  atsedi  and  tnbi 
which  can  never  be  lued  by  braver  cavtliera.— I  would 
I  Goal4  b«n  end  my  meaain.to  Ibew  gallant  knight^ 
but  being,  aa  I  term  myadC  m  truth  and  eanuat,  iha 
Dumbanied,  1  mual  be  thua  far  bound  to  your  maa- 
ler^  that  tbay  will,  el  ibdr  conneey,  be  pleeeed  to 


■ucbia  thelaw 
Tie  other  iqu 

and  then  atood 
niedEoi^t 


bundled  leccbina  m  raneom  of  iheee  boraea  and  inila 


among  yonrselTCs,  an-  nuireL  and  dinds  the  oibir 
half  betwui  the  betalda  and  the  purauvanta,  and 
mmatrwi  and  attendanta-" 

Tba  aquirea,  with  ov  in  hand,  and  tow  levermcH 
airiaawU  ibnr  deep  aeoae  of  a  courteay  and  eene- 
toalty  not  often  nacliaed,  at  leaat  upon  a  acue  ao 
aileoaiTe.  Tbit  Oiainheriled  Knight  then  addressed 
hia  diBcouraa  to  Baldwin,  the  aqnira  of  Brian  da 
Boia-Onilbett  "From  your  maater,"  aaid  bs,  "I 
win  acenit  neilbcTarmanorraiaom.  Say  to  him  in 
my  nam4  that  our  atrift  ia  not  ended— no,  not  till  we 
hCTa  fiiuzht  aa  well  with  iworda  aa  with  lances— aa 
wdlon  foot  ta  OB  horaebtck.  To  ibla  monalquar- 
i«l  be  baa  himaelf  dcdad  we,  and  I  ihall  not  fotgii 
the  riwHai^a  —Mean  linHk  1st  htm  be  aaauied,  ibat  I 
hold  biro  not  aa  one  of  hia  companiona,  with  whom 
I  can  with  pleaaura  eiehann  couneoea ;  but  rather 
aa  one  with  whom  I  stand  iqioii  lenna  of  mortal 

"Hy  maatar,"  anawered  Baldwin,  "knows  how  lo 
aits  Bcom  with  tcom,  and  blowi  wiib  blo*n^  a* 
1  as  coifftMy  with  courtesy.  Snce  you  dladam  (o 
accept  ftom  mm  any  diare  of  the  lanson^  at  which 
vou  ban  rated  the  anna  of  tba  other  kni^tti  I  mual 
leave  hia  armoor  and  hia  horae  bare,  being  well 
aaaurad  uiat  he  will  never  deign  lo  mdml  Ihe  ons 
nor  wear  the  other. " 

"Tod  bsve  ^lAsn  wdl,  good  «qoi""  ••■^  •)<* 
Diambsrited  Knigb  I, "  well  and  boldly,  M 


"The  uraonr toil  bane  of  tbe Tatmbi  Bnu  ^ 
Bciis-Oidbcrt,  >i  what  ranaom  wers  ihcTltala  t-^luni 
wtinmt  tbou  cftdM  DOI  deccve  ma. 

"  Mt  muur,"  replied  Ourth,  "will  not  Uke  Duighl 
fram  the  TemfMr  uve  his  Ws-bEood.    "niey  m  On 


■  of  morul  defiance,  and 

'  India]  f' — npealed  Ibe  robber,  and  panaaJ  iftei 
be  had  raid  die  word.  "And  whit  irert  thou  now 
daiag  u  Aabbv  with  nich  *  chaige  in  (hr  ciutodr  T' 

T  wmt  tnitber  to  render  to  leaic  the  Jew  of 
Vok,'^  rcpbed  Ourth,  "  the  pnce  of  a  Euic  of  ar- 
taoor  with  which  he  flltad  my  maiter  (bi  Ihia  lour- 

"Aod  bow  much  did  ibon  pay  to  Iiaacl— He- 
diinka,  10  jadfee  by  weighl,  there  la  itill  Iwo  hundred 
lecehtnB  in  tliia  pouch. 

"I  paid  to  lease,"  aiid  As  Stion.  "d^ty  lec- 
cfain  and  he  icgiored  me  a  hundred  in  lieu  theteof." 

~Ho*l  what!"  exclaimed  all  ibe  robbenaloace; 
"  darest  thou  triHe  wilh  na,  that  ihou  lelleil  nich  im- 
probable liea  f 

"What  I  leU  you,"  nid  Gurlh,  "  ia  aa  tnie  ai  the 
moon  ie  in  heaTen.  Tou  wUI  find  the  Juil  nun  in  a 
alkeii  pnne  wilhin  the  leathern  pouch,  and  upatale 
ftom  the  real  of  the  gold." 

"Bethink  thee,  niBn,"  nid  Ae  Cvtiin,  "Ihou 
weakest  of  a  Jew—of  an  larMlile,— aa  unapt  to  re- 
atonsotd,  aa  the  dry  aanda  of  hia  deaerta  to  retuis  ihe 
cop  of  water  which  the  pilsrim  ipilli  upon  them." 

"Tliaeiano  morn  merey  in  them,"  aaid  another  of 
tbebandNti,  "than  in  an  unbnbed  aberifT'*  ofBcci." 
"Il  i&  howcTCT,  aa  I  aay,"  gaid  Ourth. 
"Strike  a  liRht  mBlantly,"  aaid  the  Cuplainj  "I 
will  examine  thii  eaid  purse ;  and  if  il  be  aa  tfaia  fel- 
low aaya,  the  Jew'a  boonCy  ii  little  leaa  miraculoua 
ibtn  tne  atTeaia  v^iich  relieved  his  lalhen  in  (he  wil- 

A  li^l  waj  procured  BCcoidinEly,  and  the  robber 
praceeoed  toexanunemepuTM.  The  olben  crowded 
veimd  biiDi  and  eren  two  who  bad  hold  of  Gtirtb 
lelaxed  their  era  V  while  Iher  snetched  their  uei^  to 
see  the  iMue  of  the  search.  AniliiighiiDKlfoftbeii 
Dt^llifXnce,  far  a  andden  ezertiop  of  sireDBlh  and 
•ctmty.  Omth  ahojjk  hinurif  ^tM  of  ttuii  hold,  and 


IVJlNUOE. 

"Noijf  Aouca 
tain.-"Hare,Eaio..,   „ 

"  Canst  thou  use  the  st 
teadityr' 

"I  think,"  saidOiutfa,  "thou  riloDldai  be  beat  able 
to  rwly  to  that  quEfltioa. 

"  Nay,  by  toy  troTh,  tfiou  saveit  me  i  round 
knock,  replied  the  ciptaui ;  do  as  much  (or  thia 
miow,  and  thou  riialt  peas  scot-free ;  and  if  thou 
dost  not— wby.  by  my  faith,  aa  thou  art  tuch  a  study 


nughtlia*ee>cape£  could  he  have  leaoi 
hia  maner'a  proper^  behind  htm.  But 
part  of  Ui  inlailian.  He  wrenched  •  q^arte^■lBff 
from  one  of  the  iellowa,  struek  down  the  Captain, 
who  was  ahagetfaer  unaware  ^  bia  puipoab  and  hod 
well  nigfa  Kpoeeasaed  himself  of  the  "ich  and  tressura. 
Tfce  thwres,  bowenr.  were  loo  a.,  ile  for  him,  and 
anm  secoRd  both  (be  bsf  and  tha  uualy  Ourth. 

^Kna*er  aaidtheCspuua,gellinsup,"lhonhan 
brakenm/headi  and  with  other  men  of  our  sort  thou 
wo^dM  bre  the  worse  fbr  Iby  inw'  "      '    i 

dnh  kiww  tfar  li>t«  instantly.    I^  [ 

Ay  master;  tin  kni^t^a  matters  m  i 

nsiv'a,  acoonling  to  the  due  order  c  I 

tbou  bat  ID  the  mean  lima— if  tboii  i 

sball  hare  that  will  make  thee  qui 
ndar  be  then  aaid^ addressing  i 

pnM  is  ewilH^idered  with  Hebrew  l ,  ^_  1 

wtR  Wiere  (be  yeoman's  tale  is  tnie.  Hie  enmt 
knitk^Ua  roaster,  must  needapaas  as  toU-fiee.  He 
iatotrftxoDraelTeafiiriishi  make  booty  oThim,  since 
tioga  Aauld  not  woiry  doga  where  wolvea  snil  biea 
are  to  be  tniid  in  abundance." 

"like at"  answvredoneof  the  saogi  "I should 
hke  to  bear  how  that  is  made  good. 

**Why,  thou  fool,  answered  the  Captain,  "tabenot 
pocr  anil  iCainbented  as  we  are  1— Doth  he  not  win 
In*  Mbatance  at  the  nrord's  ooint  as  we  doT-^Baib 
be iMlbMien  FVoniae-Bmof  and Mal*aiftii,eTaiaB 
wawoddbeaiihemirwecoakll  lal^enatikeenemr 
to  Bfa  and  death  oT  Bnao  de  Bfria-Guilberl,  whom  lie 
have  ao  much  roason  to  fearl  And  were  all  Ibia 
otherwise  wouMm  thou  have  na  riww  a  woiaa  eon- 
aaenea  than  BO  imbebevtr,  a  Bebrew  Jew  T' 

"  Nar,  that  were  a  ahams,"  mntiered  the  other  U- 
ivw;  "aiidyet.iri>eoIaervediatbebaiKlofstoiitou 
OaiuUyn,  we  Bad  no  audi  scruplsa  of  conKicftce. 
And  tha  insoloit  peaaanti'Mie  loo,  1  wamnl  me,  if  to 


So  aayinft  the  two  chainpiona  doaed  together,  and 
for  a  few  minutes  they  diqilayed  great  egnidily  in 
atiBagtb,  counwe,  and  akiU,  mlerceptins  and  retum- 
ing  the  blows  of  their  sdveiaary  with'  toe  moat  rajad 
deiterily,  white,  from  the  contmued  clatter  of  ibcir 
weapons,  a  person  at  a  distance  might  have  suppoaed 
that  there  were  at  least  ail  parsons  engaged  on  each 
tide.  Lesa  obslinale,.  and  even  letv  fauigerous  com- 
beta,  have  been  deacnbed  in .  good  heroic  verse  i  but 
that  of  Gurtfa  and  the  BTiller  mnst  lemain  ntuninE,  for 
want  of  a  sacred  poet  to  do  justice  io  its  eventfuTpra- 
gRBs.  Tet,  though  quHjter-staifplav  be  out  of  dale, 
what  we  ean  in  prose  we  will  do  for  aeae  bold  cham- 


casesL  enjoyed  hL   _ 

elate  of  mind  favourable  to  the  nt^la  8a_»  „ 

quatt^r^afi;  in  which,  aa  in  ordinary  cudgd-plBriiu, 
tbeulmoslo   '  ' "  --^^ 

whose  (empe 
mtvofacqmri 
s^rpf  which 
TbeMiUer 
with  cither  ec 
to  come  to  h 
huneelf  agaii 
ayardaamid 
vreapon  with 
andbody.  1 
ing  hia  ey^ 
obserring  his 
staff  Blhta  fa 


"  Well  and  leomanly  done  I"  shouted  the  nbbaia  i 
"  fair  play  and  Old  En^and  for  ever  I  The  Baion 
bath  ssvol  boib  his  niise  and  hia  hid^  and  the  Villtr 


tbaVilhr 


hasmeti^m 

I^ai  mayal  go  Iby  ways,  mf  fricod,"  said  the 
Captain,  addiesanR  Cjurth,  ui  special  connmiaiiao  of 
the  genaal  voicei^aadl  willcBuaolwoofmycom- 
nde«  to  guide  thee  bv  the  beat  way  to  thy  maater'a 
pavUioiLaiidto  guatu  thee  from  ni^t-wal^ar*  tMt 
imgbt  have  lea*  lender  conaciencea  than  quht  lor 
there  ia  many  one  of  ttwm  upon  Ihe  amble  ra  aitch  k 
nu^tntbia.  Tat^ heed, however,  he wdcdateinlyi 
"  lenwmber  thou  baat  refbaed  to  lelt  (hy  oame— ask 
not  ajmr  our&  nor  endeavour  to  dlBcov(iT'>o  ot  what 
we'aie ;  for,  if  ibou  ihakeel  such  an  aiietnol,  tbou  wUt 
coma  ter  wotM  liuUM  thfu  1^  Id  be&Ilen  tbae. 


c^uLP.  xn.] 
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''attend  Yonritueeii,  as  you  with  in  tout  turn  to  be 
distiiicioBhed  Inr  like  honours.'' 

So  saying,  toe  Prince  marshalled  Rowena  to  the 
aeat  of  honour  opposite  his  own,  while  the  fiurest  and 
most  disdngoisbed  ladies  present  crowded  after  her 
to  obtain  puces  as  near  as  possible  lo  their  temporary 


Mher  party  rushed  upon  each  other  in  full  gallop,  and 
met  m  the  middle  of  the  lists  with  a  shock,  the  sound 
of  which  was  heard  at  a  mile's  distance.  The  rear 
rank  of  each  party  advanced  at  a  slower  pace  to  sus- 
tam  the  defeated,  and  follow  up  the  success  of  the 
victors  of  their  partyi 

The  consequences  of  the  encounter  were  not  instant- 
ly seen,  for  the  dust  raised  by  the  trampling  of  so 
many  steeds  darkened  the  air,  and  it  was  a  minute  ere 
the  anxious  spectators  could  see  the  &te  of  the  encoun- 
ter. When  the  figh  t  became  viable,  half  the  knights 
on  each  side  were  dismounted,  some  by  the  dexterity 
of  their  adversary's  Iance,~8ome  bjr  the  superior 
weight  and  strength  of  opponents,  wmch  had  Dome 
down  both  horse  and  man,— some  lay  stretched  on 
earth  as  if  never  more  to  rise,— some  had  alreadv 
fnined  their  feet,  and  were  closing  hand  to  hand  with 
those  of  their  antagonists  who  were  in  the  same  pre- 
dicament,—and  several  on  both  sides,  who  bad 
received  wounds  by  which  they  were  disabled,  were 
stoppmg  their  blood  by  their  scarfe,  and  endeavouring 
to  extricate  themselves  from  the  tumult  The  mounted 
knights,  whose  hmces  had  been  almost  all  broken  by 
the  fury  of  the  encounter,  were  now  closely  engaged 
with  their  swords,  shouting  their  war-cries,  and 
exchanging  buffets,  as  if  honour  and  life  depended  on 
the  issue  of  the  combat 
The  tumult  was  presently  increased  by  the  advance 

.  of  the  second  rank  on  either  side,  which,  acting  as  a 

eoiM  force  his  antagonist  to  the  extremity  of  the,  reserve,  now  rushed  on  to  aid  their  companions.  The 


No  sooner  was  Rowena  seated  than  a  burst  of 
nmsic,  half-drowned  by  the  shouts  of  the  multitude, 
greeted  her  new  dignity.  Mean  time,  the  sun  shone 
fierce  and  bright  upon  the  polished  arms  of  the 
kmgfats  of  either  side,  who  crowded  the  opposite 
extremities  of  the  lists,  and  held  eager  conierence 
together  ooncemuig  the  best  mode  of  arranging  their 
^ae  of  battl&  and  supporting  the  conflict. 

The  heralos  then  proclaimed  silence  until  the  laws 
of  the  tonrney  shoiaki  be  rehearsed.  These  were 
calculated  in  some  degree  to  abate  the  dangers  of 
the  day;  a  precaution  the  more  necessary,  as  the 
conflicc  was  to  be  maintained  with  sharp  swords  and 
pointed  lances. 

The  champions  were  therefore  prohibited  ,tq  thrust 
with  the  sword,  and  were  confined  to  striking.  A 
knight,  it  was  announced,  might  use  a  mace  or  bat- 
tle-axe at  pleasure,  but  the  dagger  was  a  prohibited 
weapon.  A  knight  unhorsed  might  renew  the  fight 
oawot  with  any  other  on  the  oppomte  side  in  the 
waM  predicament ;  but  mounted  horsemen  were  in 
diat  ease  fofhidden  to  assail  him.    When  any  knight 


JigtM,  eo  as  to  touch  the  palisade  with  his  person  or 

arras^mxh  opponent  was  obliged  to  yield  himself  van-  . 

mnshed,  and  his  armour  and  horse  were  placed  at   the  Temple !"  The  oppositeparty  shouted  in  answer— 
£e  disposal  of  the  conqueror.    A  knight  thus  over-    "I>e«dtcAa<2o/I>eM;{u^a^r'— which  watchword  they 
come  was  not  permitted  to  take  farther  share  in  the 
ecanbat.    If  any  combatant  was  struck  down,  and 
onahle  to  recover  his  fbet,  his  squire  or  page  might 
cater  the  lists,  ^Jid  drag  his  master  out  of  the  press ; 
hot  in  that  case  the  knight  was  adjudged  vanquished, 
and  hie  arms  and  horse  declared  forfeited.  The  com- 
bat was  to  cease  as  soon  as  Prince  John  should  throw 
down  his  leadii^  sta^  or  truncheon ;  anoth^  pre- 
csntion  usually  taken  to  prevent  the  unnecessary 
rf^iaon  of  blood  by  the  too  long  endurance  of  a  sport 
so  desperate.   Any  knight  breaking  the  rules  of  the 
uamtameot,  sr  otiierwise  transgressing  the  rules  of 
boDoorable  diivalry,  was  liable  to  be  stript  of  his 
U1II8,  and,  having  nis  shield  reversed,  to  be  placed 
in  that  posture  astride  upon  the  bars  of  the  palisade, 
and  exposed  to  pnblic  derision,  in  punishment  of  his 
Mwfcwiffhtly  conduct    Having  announced  these  pre- 
f»anti/wiM,  the  heralds  concluded  with  an  exhortatiop 
to  each  good  knight  to  do  his  dutv,  and  to  merit 
fiavow  froni  the  ^jasen  of  Beauty  and  Love. 

This  proclamation  having  been  made,  the  heralds 
withdrew  to  their  stations.  The  knights,  entering  at 
etdier  end  of  the  Hsts  in  long  procession^  arranged 
theouNives  in  a  double  file,  precisely  opposite  to  each 
other,  the  leader  of  each  party  being  m  the  centre  of 
the  foremost  rank,  a  post  which  he  did  not  occupy 

mtU  each  had  carcniUy  arranged  the  ranks  of  his 

party,  and  stationed  every  one  in  his  place. 

**  It  was  a  goodly,  and  at  the  same  tiine  an  anxious 

ai^lit,  to  behold  so  many  gallant  champions,  mounted 

brwiiy,  and  armed  ricfaJy,  stand  ready  prepared  for  an 

^nooBoier  so  formidable,  seated  on  their  war-saddles 

like  so  many  pillars  of  iron,  and  awaiting  the  signal 

of  encounter  with  the  same  ardour  as  their  generous 

steeds,  wiwk  by  neighing  and  pawing  the  ground, 
fgBTe  signsl  of  their  impatience. 

As  m  die  knights  held  their  long  lances  upright, 
or^t  points  glancing  to  the  sun.  and  the 
_ners  with  which  they  were  decorated  fluttering 
over  ibe  plumage  of  the  helmets.  Thus  they  remained 
while  the  marmials  of  Ae  Add  surveyed  their  ranks 
with  die  utmost  exactness,  lest  either  party  had  more 
or  f'swear  than  the  appointed  number.  The  tale  was 
§amd  exactly  complete.  The  marshals  then  with- 
firom  me  lists,  and  William  de  Wyvil,.with  a 
of  thmider,  pronounced  the  signal  words— 
aUer!  The  trumpets  sounded  as  he  spoke— 

„„  _^ irs  of  the  champions  were  atonce  lowered  and 

pfa^^^nd  in  the  rests— the  spurs  were  dashed  into  the 
'     of  the  horaea  and  the  two  foremost  ranks  of 
Vol.  m.  z 


followers  of  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert  shouted— "Ha/ 
Beau-aeofU !  BeaU'seant  t*--FoT  the  Temple— For 


took  from  the  motto  upon  their  leader's  shield. 

The  champions  thus  encountering  each  other  with 
the  utmost  fiiry,  and  with  alternate  success,  the  tide 
of  battle  seemed  to  flow  now  toward  the  southern, 
now  toward  the  northern  extremity  of  the  lists,  as 
the  one  or  the  other  party  prevailed.  Mean  time  the 
clang  of  the  blows,  and  the  shouts  of  the  combatanta 
mixed  fearfully  with  the  sound  of  the  trumpets,  and 
drowned  the  groans  of  those  who  fell,  and  lay  roiling 
defenceless  beneath  the  feet  of  the  horses.  The 
splendid  armour  of  the  combatants  was  now  defaced 
with  dust  and  blood,  and  gave  way  at  every  stroke  of 
the  sword  and  battle-axe.  The  gay  plumage,  shorn 
from  the  crests,  drifted  upon  the  breeze  like  snow- 
flakei.  Ail  that  was  beautiful  and  graceful  in  the 
martial  array  had  disappeared,  and  what  was  now 
visible  was  only  calculated  to  awake  terror  or  com 
passion. 

Yet  such  is  the  force  of  habit,  that  not  only  the  vul- 
gar spectators,  who  are  naturally  attracted  by  sights 
oC  horror,  but  even  the  ladies  of  distinction,  who 
crowded  me  galleries,  saw  the  conflict  with  a  thrilling 
interest  certainly,  but  without  a  wish  to  withdraw 
their  eyes  from  a  sight  so  terrible.  Here  and  there, 
indeed,  a  fair  cheek  might  turn  pale,  or  a  faint  scream 
might  be  heard,  as  a  lover,  a  brother,  or  a  husband, 
was  struck  from  his  horse.  But,  in  general,  the  ladies 
around  encouraged  the  combatants,  not  only  by  clap- 
ping their  hands  and  waving  their  veils  and  Kerchiefs, 
but  even  by  exclaiming,  "  Brave  lance !  Good  sword  I' 
when  any  successful  thrust  or  blow  took  place  under 
their  observation. 

Such  being  the  interest  taken  by  the  fair  sex  in  this 
bloody  gam^  that  of  the  men  is  the  more  easily  under- 
stood. It  snowed  itself  in  loud  acclamations  up^ 
every  change  of  fortune,  while  all  eyes  were  so  nveted 
on  the  lists,  that  the  spectatora  seemed  as  if^hev 
themselves  had  dealt  and  received  the  blows  which 
were  there  so  freely  bestowed.  And  bet  weep  ^  every 
pause  was  heard  the  voice  of  the  heralds,  exclaiming, 
**  Fight  on,  brave  kights  I  Man  dies,  but  glory  hves  !— 
Fight  on— death  is  better  than  defeat!— Fight  on, 
bra»e  knights  I— for  bright  eyes  behold  your  deeds  I" 

Amid  the  varied  fortunes  of  the  combat,  the  eyes  of 
all  endeavoured  to  discover  the  leaders  of  each  band, 
who,  min^mg  in  the  thick  of  the  fight,  encouraged 

•  BfaiMMMl  was  ths  Mine  of  the  Tasiplan'  banotr,  tiMeh 
wu  half  black,  half  white,  to  intinuite,  it  it  Mid.  that  th«r 
w«re  candid  and  fur  towarda  Chriitians,  but  black  and  tembM 
towarda  infldal*. 


lOur.  xa. 

Doog  tfaennk>itf  the  DianheritBd 
NOD  in  U>ck  airaaur,  nrannUd  on  ■ 
t  otiae,  uU,  and  u  ill  ippearaDca 
on^lika  (be  rider  bytriMunhewu 
kniobt  wbo  bore  on  hii  dudd  no 
nd,  ^ad  bithtfM  erincHl  •nrr  liiile 
irenl  of  the  St^ilt  bwliiiB  off  with 
o*e  oombatante  who  attacked  him, 
piing  hiB  adnutta^A  nor  H'tr^r^i' 
1.  Ta  •hart,  he  had  nitbsrto  acted 
it  a  Kwctalor  than  of  a  paitjr  in  tlie 
e  which    procnred    1 


dtecovend  ihs  leada-  oThii  partj  n 
,  BBtling  Bwre  to  bii  bone,  wmdi 
e  came  to  nia  aaniatana)  like  a  thiui- 
ng  ID  a  voice,   lik  , 

enledEDighl  was  i 

de-Bomf  &d  got  i 

d ;  but  ere  the^  , 

(  dealt  a  etioke  a 
lepoUabed  helmel 

bated  oo  the  ch^j  , 

tat  roUed  on  the  g  i 

r  etuDned  by  the 

li  then  lumed  bis  uu,»  ,v>n.  ^._- 
ibargh ;  and  hia  oirn  aword  hairinR 
ibe  eocouDter  with  FroDl-de-B{eu£ 
n  the  hand  of  Ihe  baiky  Sana  the 

he  wielded,  aod,  like  one  fanuliar 
the  WMpon,  beatowed  him  aueh  a 
est,  that  Alhelelane  alao  laraeaae- 

HafiBg  achieved  Ait  doable  t-ti. 
I  the  more  hifd^r  wbndad  '  -  ' 
peeled  from  him,  the  Enigbt  < 


ElffB'B^'K'V  "  ™«  caajBciEri  niuuu- 

le  northern  eztremitr  of  Kie  liats, 
r  la  eope  aa  be  bni  could  with  Brian 
Tbit  waa  do  l<»Her  matter  of  to 
aa  fbtmeriy.  The  Tonfdar'a  borw 
ind  save  way  under  the  ebock  of  the 
ghl^  ehorga.    Briao  ds  Boia-Ouil- 

u bered  wiih  the  otinnp, 

o  draw  hia  fuoL    Hia 
w  from  holaebu^  wiml  his  fatal 
bead  of  hia  advH 
yield  himaelf )  irtt 
ibe  Templar*!  dai 

I  bf  that  of  hia  iin_. . 

conleaiing  himaelf  Tuiqiiiahed,  by 


,  only  Ihe  reUca  and  embera  of  tb» 
nimt  la  bum ;  bt  of  the  few  knishtt 
'  ':n  ibe  lists,  ihe  giesler  part  bad, 


d  of  his  advcnaiy,  at 
d  himaelf)  irtien  Plint 


yield  himaelf)  iriien  Piinca  John, 
ibe  Templar's  daDseroDS  atoatioD 
I  by  that  of  hia  lital,  aaved  him  llie 


fbiboine  the  oonflicl  fo __. 

ilenDloed  by  the  snifa  of  the  leaden, 
ho  bad  fbuod  it  a  matter  of  dangif 
ittead  their  masKn  duiiDg  the  e D' 
Jmnged  into  the  liati  to  p*f  then 
e  M  tttt  waundfld,  *ha  wtae  retaoved 
:miv  and  attention  to  the  neidiboar- 
lo  the  qnaitera  piepatad  br  thaat  in 

e  memorable  field  of  Ashbr-de-la- 


jal  Bilbultly  .,_„ 

[e )  Ibr  altbougfa  only  four  knijriila, 

0  WBB  amaibemd  by  ihs  heat  of  fail 
Dpon  the  field,  yet  upwanla  of  dnity 

wounded,  Ibui  or  five  of  whom 

Semal  more  wore  diaalded  lor 

vfao  escaped  beet  earned  lbs  mslks 

1  the  BBva  with  Iham.  Hence  it  i» 
d  in  the  (dd  records,  as  ths  Ci«itle 
W  of  Aims  of  Aahb*. 

le  duly  of  Prince  Joliii  lo  nams  the 
dons  bMl,  be  deKnuined  dm  the 
ly  nnained  wiib  the  kniahl  w' 
ehad  temed  L»  NirirT^itH 
Mt  to  the  Prince,  in  in 
■t  lb*  victory  had  been 
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IVANHOR 


43 


bf  die  Dtmherited  Knin^t,  who.  in  dM  ooune 
or  the  dmf,  had  overcome  mx  champione  wiUi 
his  own  hand,  and  who  had  finally  unhoned  and 
struck  down  die  leader  of  the  opposite  party.  But 
Prince  John  adhered  to  bis  own  opinioni  on  the 
ground  that  the  Disinherited  Knight  and  his  party 
had  lost  the  day,  but  for  the  powerful  assistance  of 
the  Kn^t  of  the  BladL  Armour,  to  whom,  therefore^ 
heperaisted  in  awarding  the  prize. 

To  the  surprise  of  aU  present  howeyer,  the  knight 
^us  preferred  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  He  had  raft 
the  lists  immediately  when  the  conflict  ceased,  and 
had  been  observed  bv  some  spectators  to  move  down 
one  of  the  forest  j^aoes  with  the  same  slow  pace  and 
listless  and  indinerent  manner  which  had  procured 
him  the  epithet  of  the  Black  Sluggard.  After  he  had 
been  sammoned  twice  by^  sounds  trumpet,  and  pro- 
clamation of  the  heralds  it  became  necessanr  to  name 
another  to  receive  the  honours  which  had  been  as- 
nsned  to  him.  Prince  John  had  now  no  further  excuse 
for  teaistiiig  the  claim  of  the  Disinherited  Knight, 
whom,  tfierefore.  he  named  the  champion  of  the  day. 

Throogfa  a  field  slippery  with  blood,  and  encum- 
bered with  broken  armour  and  the  bodies  of  slain 
and  wounded  horses,  the  marshals  of  the  lists  again 
conducted  the  victor  to  the  foot  of  Prince  John's 
tfairme. 

^  Disinherited  Knigh  t,"  said  Prince  John,  "  since  by 
diat  title  (mly  yon  wm  consent  to  be  known  to  us,  we 
a  second  time  award  to  you  the  honours  of  this  tottr« 
nament,  and  announce  to  you  your  right  to  claim  and 
receive  from  the  hands  of  the  Queen  of  Love  and 
Beauty,  the  Chaplet  of  Honour  which  your  valour  has 
joetly  deserved."  The  Knight  bowed  low  and  grace- 
foUy.  bat  returned  no  answer. 

Whiie  the  trumpets  sounded,  while  the  heralds 
strained  their  voices  in  proclaiming  honour  to  the 
brave  and  gh)nr  to  the  victor^whue  ladies  waved 
their  sdken  keroiiefo  and  embroidered  veils,  and  while 
all  raoks  toined  in  a  clamorous  shout  of  exultation, 
the  wmomla  conducted  the  Disinherited  Knight 
across  the  lists  to  the  foot  of  that  throne  of  honour 
whicli  was  occupied  hj  the  Lady  Rowena. 

On  the  lower  ste|>  of  this  throne  the  champion  was 
made  to  kneel  down.  Indeed  his  whole  action  since 
che  fight  had  ended,  seemed  rather  to  have  been  upon 
the  impulse  of  those  around  him  than  from  his  own 
free  will:  and  it  was  observed  that  he  tottered  as 
they  guided  him  the  second  time  across  the  lists. 
Rowena,  descending  from  her  station  witha  gracefol 
and  dignified  step,  was  about  to  place  the  chaplet 
which  she  held  in  her  hand  upon  the  hebnet  of  the 
champion,  when  the  marshals  exclaimed  with  one 
voio&  **  It  must  not  be  thus— his  head  must  be  bare." 
The  Knight  muttered  faindy  a  few  words,  which  were 
km  in  the  hollowof  his  helmet,  hot  their  purport  seem- 
td  to  be  a  dorire  that  his  casque  might  not  be  removed. 

Whether  from  love  of  form,  or  from  curiosity,  the 
marshals  paid  no  attention  to  his  expressions  of  re- 
bctance,  bnt  onhdmed  him  by  cutting  the  laces  of 
his  caatnie,  and  undoing  the  fastening  of  his  gorget 
When  the  helmet  was  removed,  the  well-formed,  vet 
Ban-bomt  features  of  a  youne  man  of  twenty-nve 
were  seen,  amidst  a  profiision(H  short  fair  hair..  His 
coonienanoe  was  as  pale  as  death,  and  marked  in  one 
or  two  idsces  with  strsaks  of  blood. 

Rowena  had  no  sooner  beheld  Mm  than  she  uttered 
a  foint  dhriek ;  but  at  once  summoning  m>  the  energy 
of  her  dieposition,  and  compelling  heraeli,  as  it  were, 
to  proceed,  while  her  frame  yet  trembled  with  the 
vioHooe  m  sudden  emotion,  she  placed  upon  the 
droo|Mng  head  of  the  victor  the  splendid  chqrfet 
which  was  the  destmed  reward  of  the  day,  and  pro- 
noonoed,  in  a  dear  and  distinct  tone,  these  words : 
"I  isatow  on  diee  this  chaolet,  Sir  Knight,  as  the 
meed  of  valour  assigned  to  uiis  day's  victor:"  Here 
she  pansed  a  moment,  and  then  firmly  added.  *  And 
upon  brows  mote  worthy  could  a  wreath  of  coiivalry 
■ipFerbs^ced!"  ,  .    .     . 

Th^knigfat  stooped  1ms  head,  and  kissed  the  hand 
ot  ths  lovely  Sovereign  by  whom  his  valour  had  been 
rewarded;  and  then,  siflking yet  fjvther  forward,  lay 
piDstiBte  at  hsr  foeC 

Then  was  a  general  consternation.   Cedric  who 


had  been  struck  mote  by  the  sodden  appearance  of  his 
banished  son,  now  rushed  forward,  as  if  to  seoarate 
him  from  Rowena.  But  this  had  been  already  ac- 
complished by  the  marshals  of  the  field,  who,  guess- 
ing the  cause  of  Ivanhoe's  swoon,  had  hastened  to 
undo  his  armour,  and  found  that  the  head  of  a  lance 
had  penetrated  his  breastplate,  and  inflicted  a  wound 
in  his  side. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

"  Heroes,  approach  i"   Atrklef  tlnu  aload, 

"  Stand  forth  diitiofaish'd  fhmi  Uie  eireliog  oowd, 

Ye  wbo  bf  ikill  or  nuuily  force  ma/  claim. 

Year  riTftl*  to  mrpau  and  merit  fame, 

Thii  cow,  worth  twenty  oxen,  ii  decreed. 

For  him  who  (krthett  tends  the  winged  reed." 

Uai. 

Ths  name  of  Ivanhoe  was  no  sooner  pronounced 
than  it  flew  from  mouth  to  mouth,  with  all  the  cele- 
rity with  which  eagerness  could  convey  and  curiosity 
receive  it.  It  was  not  long  ere  it  reached  the  circle  of 
the  Prince,  whose  brow  darkened  as  he  heard ,  the 
news.  Looking  around  him.  however,  with  an  air  of 
scorn,  "  My  lords,"  said  he,  ^'  and  especially  you.  Sir 
Prior,  what  think  ye  <^  the  doctrine  the  learned  tell 
us,  concerning  innate  attractions  and  antipathies'? 
Methinks  that  I  felt  the  presence  of  my  brother's 
minion,  even  when  I  least  guessed  whom  yonder  suit 
of  armour  enclosed." 

"Front-de-Bceuf  must  prepare  to  restore  his  fief  of 
Ivanhoe,"  said  De  Bracy,  who,  having  discharged  his 
part  honoorablv  in  the  tournament,  had  laid  his  shield 
and  helmet  aside,  and  again  mingled  with  the  Prince's 
retinue. 

"  Ay."  answered  Waldemar  Fitzurse,  "  this  gallant 
is  likelv  to  reclaim  the  casde  and  manor  which 
Richard  assigned  to  him,  and  which  vour  Hurhness's 
generosity  has  since  given  to  Front-de-BcBuT* 

"  Front-de-Boeu^"  replied  John,  "  is  a  man  more 
wilUng  to  swallow  three  manors  such  as  Ivanhoe, 
than  to  disgorge  one  of  them..  For  the  rest,  sirs,  I 
hope  none  here  will  deny  my  Mil  to  confer  the  fiefe 
of  the  crown  upon  the  faithful  followers  wbo  are 
around  me,  and  ready  to  perform  the  usual  military 
service,  in  the  room  of  those  wbo  have  wandered  to 
foreign  countries  and  can  neither  render  homage  nor 
service  when  called  upon." 
,  The  audience  were  too  much  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion not  to  pronounce  the  Prince's  assumed  right  d- 
together  indubitable.  "  A  generous  Prince  l~a  most 
noble  Lord,  who  thus  takes  upon  himaelf  the  taak  of 
rewarding  his  faithfol  followers  1" 

Such  were  the  words  which  burst  from  the  train, 
expectants  all  of  them  of  similar  grants  at  the  expense 
•f  King  Richard's  followers  and  fevourites,  if  indeed 
tMif  had  not  as  yet  recehred  auch.  Prior  Aymer  also 
assented  to  the  general  proposition,  observmgi  how- 
ever, "That  the  blessed  Jerusdem  could  not  indeed 
be  termed  a  foreign  country.  She  was  eommunit 
maUr—ihe  mother  of  all  Christians.  But  he  saw 
not,"  he  dedared,  "how  the  Knight  of  Ivanhoe  codd 
plead  any  advantage  from  this,  smce  he"  (the  Pnor) 
^  was  assured  that  the  crusaderiL  under  Richard,  had 
never  proceeded  much  farther  than  Askdon,  which, 
as  aU  Ufts  world  knew,  was  a  town  of  the  Philistines 
and  endUed  to  none  or  the  privileges  of  the  Holy  City." 

Wakiemar,  whose  curiosity  had  led  him  towards 
the  place  where  Ivanhoe  had  foUen  to  the  ground, 
now  returned.  "  The  gallant,"  aaid  he,  "  ^  likely  to 
mve  your  Highness  littl^  diatorbance,  and  to  Jeavs 
Front-de-BcBuf  in  the  Quiet  possession  of  his  gains— 
he  is  sevttdy  woundea." 

"Whatever  beooraw  of  him,"  add  PriiMse  John, 
"  he  is  victor  of  die  day ;  and  were  he  tenfold  ow  ens- 
my,  or  the  devoted  friend  of  our  brother,  which  is  per- 
hapa  die  same,  his  wounds  ;nuBi  be  looked  to--o« 
own  phyaidan  shall  attend  mm.    .... 

A  stem  amds  coried  die  Pnnce's  hp  as  he  spoka. 
Wddemar  Fitzurse  hastened  to  reply,  diat  Ivanhoe 
was  alaady  removed  from  the  hsis,  and  m  the  cus- 


tody af  his  niends. 
^'l  was  somewhat  afHicted,"  be  add,  "to  aea  die 
grief  «f  the  Queen  of  Love  and  Beauty,  whose  aovs^ 
idifMy  of  a  di^  diis  evant  has  dmifled  into  moum 
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ing.  I  am  not  a  man  to  be  moved  by  a  woman's 
lament  for  her  lover,  but  this  same  Lady  Kowena  sup- 
pressed  her  sorrow  with  such  dignity  of  manner,  that 
It  could  only  be  discovered  by  h^  folded  hands,  and 
her  tearless  ey&  which  trembled  as  it  remained  fixed 
on  the  lifeless  form  before  her." 

"  Who  is  this  Lady  Rowena,"  said  Prince  John, 
"  of  whom  we  have  heard  so  much  V 

"  A  Saxon  heiress  of  large  possessions,"  replied  the 
Prior  Aymer;  *'a  rose  of  loveliness,  and  a  jewel  of 
wealth ;  the  fairest  among  a  thousand,  a  bundle  of 
mvrrh,  and  a  cluster  of  camphire." 

^'We  shall  cheer  her  sorrow^'*  said  Prince  John, 
"  and  amend  her  blood,  by  weddmg  her  to  a  Norman. 
She  seems  a  minor,  and  muait  thereifore  be  at  our  royal 
disposal  in  marriage.— How  sayst  thou,  De  Bracy  7 
What  thinkst  thou  of  gaining  fair  lands  and  livings, 
by  wedding  a  Saxon,  after  the  fashion  of  the  follow- 
ers of  the  Conqueror  V* 

"  If  the  lands  are  to  my  liking,  my  lord,"  answered 
De  Bracy.  "  it  will  be  hard  to  displease  me  with  a 
bride;  and  deeply  will  I  hold  mvself  bound  to  your 
highness  for  a  i^xxi  deed,  which  will  fulfil  all  pro- 
mises made  in  favour  of  your  servant  and  vassal" 

"  We  will  not  forget  it,"  said  Prince  John;  ''and 
that  we  may  instantly  go  to  work,  command  our 
seneschal  presentlv  to  order  the  attendance  of  the 
Ladv  Rowena  and  her  company— that  is,  the  rude 
churl  her  guardian,  and  the  Saxon  ox  whom  the  Black 
Knight  struck  down  in  the  tournament,  m>pn  this 
evenmg's  banquet— De  Bigot,"  he  added  to  nis  sene- 
schal, thou  wilt  word  this  our  second  summons  so 
courteously,  as  to  gratify  the  pride  of  these  Saxons, 
and  make  it  impossible  for  them  again  to  refuse; 
although,  by  the  oones  of  Becket,  courtesy  to  them  is 
casting  pearls  before  swine." 

Prince  John  had  nroceeded  thus  far.  and  was  about 
to  give  the  signal  for  retiring  from  the  lists,  when  a 
small  billet  was  put  into  his  hand. 

'*  From  whence  1"  said  Prince  John,  looking  at  the 
person  by  whom  it  was  delivered. 

"Prom  fsreign  parts,  my  lord,  but  from  whence  I 
know  not,"  replied  his  attendant.  "A  Frenchman 
brought  tt  hither,  who  said,  he  had  ridden  night  and 
day  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  your  highness.^ 

The  Prince  looked  nanowly  at  the  superscription, 
and  then  at  the  seal  placed  so  as  to  secure  the  flox- 
•ilk  with  which  the  billet  was  surrounded,  and  which 
bore  the  impression  of  three  fleurs-de-lis.  John  then 
opened  the  billet  with  apparent  agitation,  which  visibly 
and  greatly  increased  when  he  had  perused  the  con- 
tents, which  were  expressed  in  theae  words— 

•' ?\iAre  heed  to  ycureelf,  for  the  Devil  U  unchain- 
ed r 

The  Prince  turned  as  pale  as  death,  15oked  first  m 
the  earth,  and  then  up  to  heaven,  like  a  man  who  has 
received  news  that  sentence  of  execution  has  been 
passed  upon  him.  Recovering  from  the  first  effects  of 
ms  surprise,  he  took  Waldemar  Fitzurse  and  De  Bracy 
aade,  and  put  the  billet  into  their  hands  successively. 
"  It  means,"  he  added,  in  a  faltering  voice,  "  that  my 
brother  Richard  has  obtained  his  freedom." 

;  This  may  be  a  false  alann,  or  a  forged  letter," 
■aid  De  Bracy. 

"It  is  France's  own  hand  and  seal,"  replied  Piince 
John. 

"It  is  time,  then."  said  Fitmrse,  "to  draw  our 
party  to  a  head,  either  at  York,  or  some  other  oen- 
tncal  place.  A  few  days  later,  and  it  will  be  indeed 
too  late.  Your  highness  must  break  short  this  present 
mummery." 

"The  yeomen  and  commons,"  said  De  Bracv, 
"must  not  be  dismissed  disoottented,  lor  lack  of  their 
•hare  m  the  sports." 

"  The  dav,"  said  Waldemar,  "  is  not  yet  very  far 
■pent— let  the  archers  shoot  a  few  rounds  at  the  tar- 
get, and  the  prize  be  adjod^  This  will  be  an 
abundant  fiilfilmoit  of  the  Prmoe's  promises,  so  far 
•■^this  herd  of  Saxon  serfs  is  concerned." 

I  thank  thee,  Waldemar,"  said  the  Prince ;  "  thon 
remmdest  me,  too,  that  I  have  a  debt  to  pay  to  that 
insolent  peasant  who  yesterday  insulted  onr  person. 
Our  banouet  also  shall  go  forward  to-nigfat  as  we  pro- 
poMd.   Were  this  my  iMt  hoorof  power,  it  afaoiildbe 


an  hour  sacred  to  revenge  and  to  pleasure— let  new 
cares  come  with  to-morrow's  new  day." 

The  sound  of  the  trumpets  soon  recalled  those 
ipectators  who  had  already  begun  to  leave  the  field; 
sjid  proclamation  was  made  that  Prince  John,  sud- 
denly called  by  high  and  peremptory  public  cfucies, 
held  himself  obligea  to  discontinue  the  entertainments 
of  to-morrow* s  festival :  Neverthelees,  that,  unwilling 
so  many  good  yeomen  should  depart  without  a  trial 
of  akill,  he  was  pleased  to  appoint  them,  before  leaving 
the  ground,  presently  to  execute  the  competition  of 
archery  intended  for  the  morrow.  To  the  best  archer 
a  prize  was  to  be  awarded,  being  a  bugle-horn,  mount- 
ea  with  silver,  and  a  silken  baldric  richly  ornamented 
with  a  medallion  of  St.  Hubert,  the  patron  of  silvan 
sport 

More  than  thirty  yeomen  at  first  presented  them- 
selves  as  competitors,  several  of  whom  were  rangers 
and  under-keepers  in  the  royal  forests  of  Needwood 
and  Cham  wood.  When,  however,  the  archers  un- 
derstood with  whom  they  were  to  be  matched,  up- 
wards of  twenty  withdrew  themselves  from  the  con- 
test, unwilling  to  encounter  the  dishonour  of  almost 
certain  d  feat  For  in  those  days  the  skill  of  each 
celebrated  marksman  was  as  well  known,  for  many 
miles  round  him,  as  the  qualities  of  a  horse  trained  at 
Newmarket  are  familiar  to  those  who  frequent  that 
well-known  meeting. 

The  diminished  list  of  competitors  for  silvan  Came 
etiU  amounted  to  eight  Prince  John  stepped  from 
his  royal  seat  to  view  more  nearly  the  persons  of  these 
chosen  veomen,  several  of  whom  wore  the  royal 
livery.  Having  satisfied  his  curiosity  bv  this  investi- 
gation, he  looked  for  the  object  of  his  resentment, 
whom  he  observed  standing  on  the  same  spot,  ana 
with  the  same  composed  countenance  which  he  had 
exhibited  upon  the  preceding  day. 

"Fellow,^'  said  Prince  John,  "I  guessed  bv  thy 
insolent  babble  thou  wert  no  true  lover  of  the  loi 
bow,  and  I  see  thou  darest  not  adventure  thy 
among  such  merry-men  as  stand  yonder." 

**  Under  favoim  sir,"  reptied  the  veoman,  "I  have 
another  reason  for  refraining  to  snoot,  beeidee  the 
fearing  discomfiture  and  disgrace." 

**  And  what  is  thy  other  reason  7"  sakl  Prince  John, 
who  for  some  cause  which  perhaps  he  could  not  him- 
self have  explained,  felt  a  painfiu  curiosity  respecting 
this  individual. 

"  Because,"  replied  the  woodsman,  "  I  know  not  if 
these  yeomen  and  i>aie  used  to  shoot  at  the  same 
marks ;  and  because,  moreover,  I  know  not  how  your 
Grace  might  relish  the  winning  of  a  thhd  prize  by  one 
who  has  unwittingly  fallen  under  your  displeasure." 

Prince  John  coloured  as  he  put  the  question, 
"  What  is  thy  name,  yeoman  T' 

"  Locksley,"  answered  the  yeoman. 

"Then,  Locksley."  said  Pnnce  John,  "  thou  shalt 
shoot  in  thy  tura,  when  these  yeomen  have  displayed 
their  skill.  If  thou  carriest  the  prize,  I  will  acM  to  it 
twenty  nobles ;  but  if  thou  losest  it,  thou  shalt  be 
script  of  thy  Lincoln  green,  and  scourged  out  of  the 
lists  with  bowstringsi  for  a  wordy  and  insolent 
brafisart" 

"And  how  if  I  refuse  to  shoot  on  such  a  wager  f 
■aid  the  yeoman.—"  Your  Grace's  power,  supported, 
as  it  is,  by  so  many  men-at-arms,  may  indeed  easily 
strip  and  scourge  dM&  but  cannot  compel  me  to  bend 
or  to  draw  my  bow.'* 

"  If  thou  refiisest  my  foir  proffer,"  said  the  Prince^ 
"the  Provost  of  the  lists  shall  cut  thy  bowetring; 
break  thy  bow  and  arrows,  and  ennsl  thee  from  the 
presence  as  a  faint-hearted  craven."^ 

"This  is  no  fair  chance  you  put  on  me,  prood 
Prince,"  said  the  yeoman,  "to  comoel  mo  to  peril 
myself  against  the  best  archers  ot  Leicester  and 
Staffordshire,  under  the  penalty  of  inforoy  if  they 
should  overshoot  me.  Neverthelees,  I  will  obey  your 
pleasure." 

"  Look  to  him  close,  men-at-arma,"  said  Prince 
John,  "his  heart  is  sinking;  I  am  jealous  lest  he 
attempt  to  eecape  the  trial.— And  do  you,  good  fel- 
lows, shoot  boldly  round ;  a  buck  and  a  butt  of  wine 
are  ready  for  your  refreshment  in  yonder  teat,  when 
the  prize  ie  won." 


Out.  XULl  rVATC 

A  tugtl  mijdieect  al  ihe  npfwr  end  of  (be  •onlh 
Rn  (vcDiie  whicfa  led  to  ihi  luii.  The  coatanjuif 
■nhets  tod  ibeir  tiaiion  in  lum,  il  ihs  bottam  or  ihi 
■wlhan  Koa ;  tbc  diaunce  bMireai  tiul  BUtioi 
■ltd  the  iDufc  tilowinft  full  diataitce  kt  wbit  wai 
edJad  a  ihol  M  rovere.  The  ircbera.  having  pn 
TJouIr  dHermiaRi  bj  lot  their  order  6t  pmdence 
wot  10  afaool  aeh  three  ^afu  in  wcceeaion.  Thi 
■port*  wen  ngulaled  by  no  oBiea  ol  infeiior  rank 
temtedlhePniTaalri  theOinMBi  for  the  bi|A  rani 
el  On  Diarabala  of  the  hat*  would  have  been  bell 
disraded,  had  their  eondeaceiided  to  •uperintend  thi 
VOMiiK  the  feomnBiy. 

OMbroDethe  arcben^itepping  forward,  deliieiH 
Inat  uina  reomaulika  and  braietr.  Of  iwentj 
hat  unnn,  (hot  in  meceniaa,  ten  were  filed  in  thi 
target,  and  (he  olben  imgcd  so  near  it,  that,  eon' 
■doing  the  dinencs  of  (be  mark,  i(  waa  accounted 
good  udieiy.  Of  (be  len  ahafli  which  fail  the  laiiiel, 
iwo  within  ifae  inner  rina  were  ahot  bj  Hubert,  ■ 
fairtut  in  ihe  eerTice  of  Milvoiiia,  who  wu  aceord- 


"now,  tdckil^,"  aud  Pnnce  John  to  the  boU 
•Oman,  wi(h  a  biiis-  Binile,  "wilt  ihoii  uy  conclii- 


H- Bmile,  "  will  ilioii  uy  conciu- 


Xof  ihe  iparlBl" 
d  Lo<^eley.  "  1 


-  _,   „, when  1 

•boi  iwo  ehafte  at  yoader  mark  of  Hubcn'a, 
ill  be  boDiKt  lo  ahoot  one  at  that  which  I  ahell 


K.— If  lhoudoBlbeBlIh._ 

Ean^nben,']  will  fill  the  bugie  with  ailver-pi 

"A  mui  can  do  bat  bli  beel,"  iDiweied  Hubert  j 
"tni  my  Rnndiire  drew  ■  good  long  bow  at  Haai- 
UBjandl  Iiuainot  (odiahODOi-  "■' " 

lac  former  taiget  was  now  i  eh 

one  of  Ibe  now  aiu  placed  ii  ri, 

■bi>,ai<ricu>rin  ihefintlrielof  lo 

^uot  Ent,  took  hia  aicD  with  n  ig 

hf  [hedialaDoewilhhii  in 

d  bow,  with  ui 


AeccBtieorampuig-place wa  „  .  .  .  ji> 
bee,  he  drew  Ua  Wwatrios  to  hie  ear.  The  arrow 
wbnlid  ibnngfa  the  eir,  and  IMMd  within  ibe  umv 
riatof  ihetaigel,  but  not  exacltrin  (be  ceolre. 

roa  biie  not  allowed  for  (be  wind,  Hubert,"  eaid 
hia  aiilagiKnat,  bending  hi*  bow,  "  or  ibal  bad  been  a 

bUKrihoL" 

So  aarmg,  and  without  ehowmg  the  leaal  annetT 
to  paue  qpon  hia  aim,  Lockiley  atept  (o  the  appointed 
naliNi,  and  abet  hia  arrow  aa  caieleaaly  in  appear- 
■nee  aa  if  he  had  not  ena  looked  ■(  (he  mark.  He 
WM  jpeakinsalmoal  al  the  inatant  that  the  abaft  left 
at  bowatrioK  yet  it  alightad  in  the  laifKl  (wo  inchea 
-*-—  "  the  while  tsnt  which  mariied  the  centre, 
'"ubm- 

tof  beaTeul" 
■ufler  that  n 


thu  (iiti  of  Huben- 

Briligli^tof  beaTeul"  aaid  Prince  John  toRit- 
bol.  "u  ibou  eufler  that  runagate  knsve  (O  over 
comelhee.  thouart  wonhy  of  ihegallowal" 
,  Hobtn  had  but  ooe  eel  epeech  for  all  occaaiona. 
An  rgar  bisiuieeB  were  to  hang  me,"  he  aaid,  "a 
wan  can  ba(  do  hia  beat-  Nevartheleaa,  niy  grandaire 
*ewagood  bow" 

.Hh  Imd  flend  on  iby  gtindaiTe  and  all  bia  ecne- 
lUon  t'  mtemqiled  John :  "  ahoot,  knave,  and  ahoot 
IhirbMt.  or  it  shall  be  the  worae  for  ihee  !*■ 

^w  eibotud,  Hi^berl  reeumed  hie  place,  and  not 
atjluiini  ibe  cauDiKi  which  be  had  received  from 
>w  adveisry,  be  made  ihe  Deceaaer;  (Uowance  Ibi  a 
Wf  light  air  of  wind,  which  had  juat  aiiaen,  and 
<»t  to  aacceeeAdly  that  bia  attow  ali^ted  in  the 
in  cenire  of  the  uiKeL 

A  HobcHl  ■  Hubert  I"  ahouud  the  popntac^ 
Mm  intercMed  in  a  known  pereon  than  in  a  alranger. 
In  the  eloDt  I— in  the  clout  t— a  aubert  for  ever  t" 

ILon  canat  not  nund  that  ahot,  Lodutey,"  aaid 
■at  Piinc^  with  an  maoliing  nnile. 

I  wilt  notch  bia  abaft  at  hini,  hawerer,"  ttplied 


eaeaped  Jobn'a  ttteDtioD  ao  euil]',  had  aot  ihi 
Prince  had  ottiei  nt^lB  of  uiiioiia  tad  macs  in 
portant  medilslion  preaan^  upon  his  mind  at  thi 
inatanL  He  called  npoa  bm  diamberinui  at  be  gai . 
the  aignal  for  retiring  from  (ha  lial%  and  eommandad 
him  inaunilT  to  mSiop  ut  A^by,  liid  talk,  out  Itaac 
the  Jew.  "  Tell  the  doft,"  ha  aaid,  "  to  acnd  me,  be- 
fore Bun-down,  two  ibonaand "-  ' 


mihin  Bx  davB.    If  he  neglecla,  I  will  have  the  ut 


VoTk 


ia  atoleQ  Gnerv  an 

So  sayinft  the  1 

turned  to  Aahbi^  the  w 


le  Prince  reaumed  his  hone,  and  r 
luTiiDu  lu  .iiiuuf,  the  wbalfl  crovd  I 
diq>erainj[  upon  his  retr 


^ Bl  Ihe  Ir«»elter,  and  w .__ 

erected  at  a  later  period  by  the  Lord  Heatings,  Hloii 
CbsmberlainofEDHland.onBofihefirsl  TictinMofihe 
lyrannyof  RichanTlfae  Thiid,  and  yet  better  known 
as  one  otShakapeare's  chBrBCletsthan  by  his  hieii 
lical  fame.  The  castle  and  town  of  Ashby.  al  ihi 
lime,  belonged  lo  Roger  de  Qoincv,  Earl  of  Winche! 
ler,  who,  during  ihepenod  of  our  nielory,  was  abspr 
in  the  Holy  Land.  Prince  John,  in  the  mean  whih 
occupied  bia  caelle,  and  diapoied  of  bia  domain 
wilbout  scruple  y  and  seeking  at  present  lo  daiil 
men'i  qrea  by  bis  hoapitaliiy  and  magniflcenee,  ba. 
KLven  orders  for  great  preparations,  in  order  to  render 
(he  banquet  aa  aplendid  as  poasible. 

ThepurteyOiH  of  Ihe  Prince,  who  eierciaod  on 
and  oliwr  occaaiong  the  full  authority  of  royalty,  had 
■w^t  the  coutitiy  of  all  thai  could  be  collected  which 
trta  eileuned  fit  lor  ihor  maeter's  table.  Osegia 
alaowereinviiedin  gieainumbere;  and  in  the  necee- 
aiif  in  which  he  ihea  fonnd  himeelf  of  courting  popu- 
lanly,  Prince  John  bad  eilended  bia  inviiauon  to  a 
lew  oiBUnguisbed  Saxon  and  Danish  families,  aa  well 
aa  10  the  Norman  nohJiLy  and  gentry  of  the  neigh- 
bournood.  However  deapiecd  and  degraded  on  ordi- 
nary occaaons,  ihs  great  numbers  of  the  Anglo- 
Smiodb  must  necesuril);  render  Ihem  formidable  in 
Ihe  qtO  commotiona  which  seemed  approacbin^  and 
It  was  an  obvioua  point  of  policy  lo  secure  popularity 
with  theo-  leadera. 
^  It  WBB  ■ecoRUngly  the  Prince'a  intention,  which 


In  execution  of  lbs  TeaalutiiHi  which  be  had  ftontd 
duruu  bia  cooW  momenu,  Prince  John  leceiicd 
Cedne  and  Athslaiane  with  diati         '    ' 


SoMedindMU — — .„ . . 

■tot  nnhandaoms  in  itaeIC  and  m  the  preaml  ma 

-nrnpoeodofcoallymaiBnal^wi- -"■-"•"-■-  ■ 
.J ^m  that  of  it 


Yet,  in  the  eye  of  sober  Judgmenl,  lbs  i 

ionic  and  long  manile  of  the  Saxqna  « 

gracdnl,  as  well  aa  a  mora  eoaTemeni  dicaa,  itaao 
the  garb  of  the  Norman^  whose  under  gaimeni  was 
a  long  double^  so  loose  aa  lo  rssemble  a  shirt  or  wag- 
goner* &oA,  eorered  by  a  cloak  of  acanlydimetiaiaiii 
neither  -fit  to  defend  the  wearer  tram  cold  or  frotn 
rain,  and  ibaonly  purpose  of  which  appeand  lo  beio 
display  as  much  fuTidnbroidery,  and  jewellery  work. 
aa  the  ioBenuiCy  of  the  tador  could  contrive  to  lay 
upon  it  The  Emperor  Cbarlemagne,in  whoeercicn 
lliey  were  first  introduced,  aeems  lo  have  been  »aT 
■enable  of  the  inconToniencea  siuaog  from  die 
faabion  of  thit  garment.  "  In  Hsaran's  naiu"  nid 
be,  "towbst  puiposs  seTrelbeM  ahndged  clinks' 
If  we  are  in  bed  Ihey  ate  no  00 vcr,  on  hoTseb«ck  tbey 
are  no  ptoteciian  from  the  wind  Bod  laia,  and  when 
sealed  tbey  do  not  guard  our  legs  from  ibe  damp  Or 
the  frost  "^ 

Nevarthelesa,  ^ilo  of  this  imperial  objutgation,  the 
abort  cloaks  cootinued  in  fashion  down  lo  the  tune 
of  which  we  treat,  and  particularly  among  the  princes 
of   the  House  of  Anjou.     They  were  thendbre  in 

long  mantle,  which  formed  the  upper  gamxal  of  the 
Saxona,  was  held  in  praponionai  derisMm. 

The  guesta  were  sealed  at  a  table  wfaidi  groaiwil' 
under  the  quantity  of  good  cheer.  The  DUDMSons 
cooks  who  attended  on  the  Prince'i  pn]gTeaa.  baTini 

Serted  all  their  art  m  varying  Ibe  fin-ma  in  which 
a  ordiiiary  proyistont  were  aerved  up,  bad  succeed- 
ed almoal  as  well  aa  Ibe  modem  pmfiwora  of  the 
cnlinary  art  in  rendering  them  perfectly  unlike  ther 
— lural  appearance,  Baeidea  theae  diahe*  of  donua- 
..  origin,  There  were  vsrioua  deticaciea  bnmght  from 
foreign  parla,  and  a  quantity  of  heh  paatiy,  M  well  aa 
of  the  simnel-bread  and  wastls  cakes,  whidi  were 
nly  used  al  the  Ubiee  of  the  higheM  nobililr-  lie 
snqueL  was  crowned  with  the  ncbesi  wine^  both 
)reign  and  domestic. 

But,  ihouBh  huurioDs,  iha  Norman  noUaa  woe 
not,  general^'  speaking,  an  intemperate  race.  Wlnle 
indulging  themselves  m  the  pleaenrea  of  tha  table, 


ale.    ISa  conduct,  bowel-., 

general  mannera  of  his  eountrrmeiL 

With  sly  graviiy,  utieiruntsd  only  br  pr 
lo  each  other,  ibe  Norman  Knights  and  iMl 
Ibe  ruder  demeanour  of  Aihelatane  and  C 


ib«  mOst  exquinia.  (bnign  i 
II  dul  tune  a  Karum-iU.    1 


«,  H  *u  ifaeoTcred  by  ■ 
mit  tbeltaiwof  Comngi 

Nomuu  nnnol  tum)  had 

WToonnc  md  thai  he  h&d  laken  ibe  coDleou  of  ibe 
Kunm-wfar  bifcxnd  pinona,  vhmu  ther  were 
m  &ct  baccafioMa  and  nigilingakai  hia  ignorance 
hroutt  him  in  for  an  an^ile  ifiin  of  the  ridicule 
whidi  would  baTa  been  more  juslly  bealowed  oa  his 

glmtODT. 

Tliefcng 
the  nUel  c 


■df-demal  had  mdnrodhim  to  withdraw  from  the 
bonomahe  bad  won,— and  of  (he  gallant  Ivanhoa, 
who  hadudeariy  bowbi  the  honoura  of  the  day. 
in  tD|iKi  were  treated  with  mililarv  ftBnkoefa,  and 
lb(  jot  and  Inigfa  went  routid  the  ball.  The  brow  of 
nince  John  akme  waa  overclouded  dumiR  (beae 
dmnamiB  j  aome  oieipowains  core  aeamea  a( ' 

bag  hi*  ound,  and  ilwaa  only  when  he  recei 

ooiaonil  hint*  froca  hia  attendanla,  tlut  he  aEemed 
Id  lake  IntinM  in  what  waa  paaaing  aronod  him,  "- 
nd  oceaatotia  he  would  atannp,  qniffacupof ' 
uif  loraisehia  qjirila,  and  then  tningde  in  tbe 
•anuan  by  aome  obeervanon  made  aibnvlly  i 


vetaJt!  Cedric  of  Rolberwood,  ibe  worthy  hither 
ofiKO  ao  prominQg." 


wUcb  the  Noimana  fraonaitly  iiiiiiiaaail  tb<ir  ha- 
bitnal  oontonpi  of  the  EngliBh,  ''^will  do  thee  an 
bonoar  ea  sreal  aait  iiuuKMrved." 

FroBi-da-Bceuf  would  haie  npLied,  but  Prince 
Jobn'a  peluIaDca  and  lenty  Kol  the  bIiiiL 

"  Aaanndly,"  aaid  be,  "  my  lorda,  ihe  noble  Cediic 
.1.-  .-..I.,  ^j  iij,  j^^  u^  claim  juiKfldence 

n'le  length  of^tbeir  pedweae  ai  in 
cloaka." 
— ,  ^  -sbte  ua  indeed  in  the  field— aa  dear 
b^ie  doga,"  aaid  MalToian. 


veaka  truth  g  and  h 


die  Dune  of  aon  to  (be  duobedienl  rpulhj  who  i 
tnce  duptsa  my  cotmnandSi  and  rdinqmahea  the 
mnntn  and  outoms  of  hia  fiithera." 
,,  T^  unpoenble,"  cried  Prince  Jobn,  with  well- 
npnl  aelooiahniGnl,  "that  ao  gallant  a  knight 
wMdabeaDOnwonby  ordiBobedi'^'^'  —  '" 


le  left  Ely  homely  dwelling  lo 


is  with 


9  John,  wilh  a  detf)  aigh  of 
ce  your  nn  waa  a  follower 

It  need  not  be  inqtnred  where 
d  Ibe  leson  of  filial  diaobe- 

yirat  qnke  Piince  John,  wiUiiny  Iblgelting,  that 
of  alt  Ibe  nna  of  Henry  Ibe  Seeond  ibondi  do  one 
■M  ftee  from  the  charge,  be  himself  had  been  most 
''■'Iffl^ihed  for  rebellion  and  ingratitude  to  hia  fa  lb(T. 
Imink,"  aaid  he,  afla  a  moment's  pause,  "  that 
M^bioaiBr  propoaed  to  confer  upon  hia  rivonnte  the 
na  nanor  of  iTantuH." 
„    Be  did  endow  him  with  it,"  aniwered  Cedric; 

•«  »  it  my  lean  ijuairel  with  my  eon,  that  he 
xoima  to  hold,  as  a  leodal  vasaal,  Ihe  very  domains 
j^u^^hii  talbeis  ponessed  in  tree  and  independent 

Wb  itall  tho>  have  yonr  wjUiM  Mnclion,  good 
'-fllric,"  laid  Prince  John,  "  to  confer  this  fief  upon 
L  F?"'  "boae  dignny  w3l  not  be  dimuuahed  by 
noldiu  land  of  the  Britirii  crown.— Sir  Rwinald 
rnnt^BiEuf;"  b«  said,  tnintng  towardn  (hat 
wn,  "1  trait  yon  will  ao  keap  the  goodhr  Baron; 
•*  Imboe,  thai  Sir  Wl&ed  dull  not  incur  his 
'■uiera  farther  dtq^eBaon  by  agam  enteting  upon 

"Br  8t  AntTtonyr  answeted  the  Uack-brxjVd 
nnt,  "I  wil  conwnl  that  yourhiiAneBS  abalt  hold 
no  a  Saion,  if  either  Cedric  or  Wi&ed,  or  Ihe  b— i 
™"  era  boie  Ei^isb  blood,  ahall  wnnck    ta 
'''■wgiiiwiihwtuchjroiihlgnneaehasgracedmi 
Wmerer  riwU  erf  (ke  Salon,  Sir  Baron,"  : 


tU  CnJric,  offiDdcd 


1  mode  of  eipresalon  if 


tberaaelTcB  at  Hastings  andetsewben. 

While  with  amoolh  and  smiliagebeek,  the  conr- 
6era,  e«cb  u  rant,  li>llawed  their  Prince's  eianple, 
and  aimed  a  abaf)  of  ridicule  at  Cedric.  the  bee  of 
the  SaxpD  became  inOamed  with  pasooit.  and  he 
glanced  hia  ej«e  fiercely  from  (me  to,  another,  aa  if  the 


9  had  prevented 
ea  baTwd  bull, 


who,  anirounded  by  hia  tormentor^  ia  al ._ 

ehooee  ftom  among  them  the  imniHhaie  object  of  hia 
rerenge.  At  langtn  he  apoke,  in  a  Toice  ball  choahed 
withpassiOD;  and,  addleaaing  hnmaeU'to  Prinee  John 
as  the  head  and  &onI  of  tbe  onence  which  he  bad 
TeceiTcd,  "  Whatever,"  he  aaid, "  have  been  the  Ibllica 


itidering"*  (the  moat  enipbatio  Mm  for  abjeet 
worlbleaaneae^)  "  who  aboold  in  bis  own  halL  and 
while  hia  own  wine-cup  paned,  have  treated,  or 
auflsTed  ta  be  treated,  an  imoflending  gueat  aa  your 
highness  baa  this  day  beheld  me  used  ;  and  whatever 
waa  the  miafbmina  of  our  laihcTson  tbe  fiddof  Hast- 
ings, thoae  mav  at  least  be  silent,"  hers  ha  looked  at 
Flont-ae  BiBiif  and  the  Templar,  "  who  have  wilbin 
'  «  hours  once  and  again  lost   saddle  and 

ifani  the  lance  of  a  Ssioil" 

iy  faiib,  n  biting  jeetl"  said  Prince  Ji^. 

ke  you  II,  aim  1— Our  Saion  rubjecta  rise  in 

1  counwe;  become  abrewd  in  wit,  and  bold 

S,  in  these  oosellled  time*— What  ny  ye,  my 
y  thie  good  lighl,  1  hold  it  bat  lo  take  our 
sdmurato  Normandy  in  lime." 
_.  _eerof  the  SaxonaT'  aaid  Ds  Biscy,  langb- 
..^ .   "  we  aliauld  need  no  weapon  but  oui  hunting 
■peare  to  bring  theae  boars  to  bay." 

"A  tmce  with  youi  railleiT,  Sir  Knight^"  said 
Fitmrse; — "andit  were  well,  he  added  addieanng 
the  Prince,  "that  your  bighnese  abould  assutn  Ibe 
mmby  Cedric  there  is  no  intuit  intended  him  by 
jeels,  which  must  aound  but  hsrsfaly  in  the  ear  of  a 


"Inaultr  I 


"Itn 


it  will 


U  not  be  tbooght 
to  be  oBeietTin 
Cedric  faimael£ 


[Oflaence.    Herel  I  Al  my  cap  to  Ced. 

«  be  refoaea  to  pledge  hia  aon'^i  health. 

be  cup  went  round  amid  the  weU-diasnuum  air- 
pjauae  i^  the  conrtient  wfaidi,  bawerer,  (ailed  to 
make  the  impieesion  on  the  mind  of  the  Saxon  thai 
bad  been  deaigned.  He  waa  not  naturally  acute  of 
perccption,  bat  those  too  modi  undervalued  bis  on- 
derslandnig  who  deemed  that  this  flattsrtng  eom- 
riiment  would  obliterate  Ihe  sense  of  tbe  fr 


ailent  however,  when  the  royal  pi 
oqnd,  "To  Sir  Attwlstane  of  Cmiu 
adghl  made  IA  obeisanca 
;  the  honour  by  draining  a 

"And  now,  sirs,"  said  Prince  JohiL  who  began  to 
be  wanned  wiA  the  wine  which  he  hM  drank. 


4d 


It 


IVANHOE. 


[Chap.  XV, 


havifi^  done  justice  to  our  Saxon  gueets,  we  will 
prajr  orthem  some  requital  to  our  courtesy.— Wor- 
thy Thane,"  be  continued,  addreeainff  Cednc,  "  may 
we  pray  you  to  name  to  us  some  Norman  whose 
mention  may  least  sully  your  mouth,  and  to  wash 
down  with  a  goblet  of  wine  all  bitterness  which  the 
sound  may  leave  behmd  it  ?" 

Fitzurse  arose  while  Prince  John  spoke,  and  (tiding 
behind  the  seat  of  the  Saxon,  whispered  to  him  not 
to  omit  the  opportunity  of  putting  an  end  to  unkind- 
ness  betwixt  the  two  races,  by  naming  Prince  John. 
The  Saxon  replied  not  to  this  politic  insinuation,  but, 
rising  up,  and  filling  his  cup  to  the  brim,  he  addressed 
Prince  John  in  these  words :  "  Your  highness  has 
required  that  I  should  name  a  Norman  deserving  to 
be  remembered  at  our  banquet.  This,  perchance,  is  a 
hard  task,  since  it  calls  on  the  slave  to  sing  the 
praises  of  the  master— upon  the  vanquished,  while 
pressed  by  all  the  evils  of  conquest,  to  smg  the  praises 
of  the  conqueror.  Yet  I  will  name  a  Norman— the  first 
in  arms  and  in,  place— the  best  and  noblest  of  his 
race.  And  the  lips  that  shall  refuse  to  pledge  me  to 
his  well-earned  fame,  I  term  false  and  dishonoured, 
and  will  so  maintain  them  with  my  life.*-!  quaff  this 
goblet  to  the  health  of  Richard  the  Lion-hearted !" 

Prince  John,  who  had  expected  that  his  own  name 
would  have  closed  the  Saxon's  speech,  started  when 
that  of  his  injured  brother  was  so'unexi>ectedly  intro- 
duced. He  raised  mechanically  the  wine-cup  to  his 
lips,  then  instantly  set  it  down,  to  view  the  demean- 
our of  the  company  at  this  unexpected  proposal, 
which  many  of  them  felt  it  as  unsafe  to  oppose  as  to 
comply  with.  Some  of  them,  ancient  and  expe- 
rienced courtiers,  closely  imitated  the  example  of 
the  Prince  himself^  raising  the  goblet  to  their  lips, 
and  again  replacing  it  bdore  them.  There  were 
many,  who,  with  a  more  generous  feeling,  exclaimed, 
"Long  live  KingRichaTa!  and  may  he  be  speedily 
restored  to  us !"  And  some  few,  among  whom  were 
Front-de-B(Buf  and  the  Templar,  in  sullen  disdain 
sufifered  their  goblets  to  stand  untasted  before  them. 
But  no  man  ventured  directly  to  gainsav  a  pledge 
filled  to  the  health  of  the  reigning  monarch. 

Having  epjoyed  his  triumph  Tor  about  a  minute, 
Cedric  said  to  his  companions,  "Up,  noble  Athelstane ! 
we  have  remained  here  long  enough,  since  we  have 
requited  the  hospitable  courtesy  of  Prince  John's  ban- 
quet Those  who  wish  to  know  further  of  our  rude 
Saxon  manoera  must  henceforth  seek  us  in  the 
homes  of  our  fathers,  since  we  have  seen  enough  of 
royal  banquets,  and  enough  of  Norman  courtesy." 

So  saying,  he  arose  and  left  the  banqueting  room, 
followed  by  Athelstane,  and  by  several  other  guests, 
who.  partaking  of  the  Saxon  Uneage,  held  themselves 
msulted  by  the  sarcasms  of  prince  John  and  his 
oourti^v.  - 

"By  the  bones  of  St  Thomas,"  said  Prince  John, 
as  they  retreated,  "the  Saxon  churls  have  borne  on 
the  best  of  the  day,  and  have  retreated  with  triumph !" 

"  Condamalum  est^  poculahim  w^"  said  Prior 
Aymer;  "we  have  drunk  and  we  have  shouted,— it 
were  time  we  left  our  wine  flagons." 

"The  monk  hath  some  foir  penitent  to  shrive  to- 
night, that  he  is  in  such  a  hurry  to  depart,"  said  De 
Bracy. 

"Not  80,  Sir  Knight,"  replied  the  Abbot;  "  but  I 
must  move  several  miles  forward  this  evening  upon 
my  homeward  Journey." 

^*They  are  breaking  up,"  said  the  Prince  in  a 
whisper  to  Fitzurse ;  "  their  fiears  anticipate  the 
event,  and  this  coward  Prior  is  the  firet  to  shrink 
from  me." 

"Fear  not,  my  lord,"  said  Waldemar;  "I  will 
show  him  such  reasons  as  sball  induce  him  to  join  us 
when  we  hold  oiu-  meeting  at  York.— Sir  Prior,"  he 
said,  I  must  speak  with  you  in  private,  before  you 
mount  your  palfirey." 

The  other  guests  were  now  fast  dispersing,  with 
the  exca)tion  of  those  immediately  attacned  to  Prince 
John^  faction,  and  his  retinue. 

Thin,  then,  is  the  result  of  your  advice,"  said  the 
Pnnce,  turning  an  angry  countenance  upon  Fitzurse ; 
'  that  I  should  be  bearded  at  my  own  board  by  a 
dnmken  Saxon  chuil,  and  that,  on  the  mere  sound 


of  my  broth^s  name,  men  should  fall  off  from  me 
as  if  I  had  the  leprosy  ?" 

"Have  patience,  sir;"  replied  his  counsellor;  "I 
might  retort  your  accusation,  and  blame  the  incon- 
sioerate  levity  which  foiled  my  design,  and  misled 
your  own  belter  judgment  But  this  is  no  time  for 
recrimination.  De  Bracy  and  I  will  instantly  go 
among  these  shuffling  cowards,  and  convince  them 
thev  have  gone  too  fiu^  to  recede." 

*^It  will  De  in  vain,"  said  Prince  John,  pacing  the 
apartment  with  disordered  steps,  and  expreseiiijg  nun- 
self  with  an  agitation  to  which  the  wine  he  hadarank 
partly  contributed— "It  will  be  in  vain— they  have 
seen  the  handwriting  on  the  wall— they  have  marked 
the  paw  of  the  lion  m  the  sand— they  have  heard  his 
approaching  roar  shake  the  wood— nothing  will  re- 
animate their  courage." 

"  Would  to  God,'^8aid  Fitzurse  to  De  Bracy,  "  that 
aught  could  reanimate  his  own !  His  brothers  verv 
name  is  an  ague  to  him.  Unhappy  are  the  cotmsel- 
lore  of  a  Prince,  who  wants  fortitude  and  peraeveranos 
alike  in  good  and  in  evil !" 


CHAPTER  XV. 

And  yet  he  thinki,— ha,  ha,  ha,  ha,-he  thinks 
1  am  the  tool  and  aervant  of  hu  will. 
Welt,  lot  it  be  ;  through  all  the  maze  of  trouble 
Hit  plots  and  base  oppression  must  create, 
I'll  shape  mfself  a  way  to  higher  thinfi, 
And  who  will  say  'tis  Wronc? 

BmU,  «  Tngedf. 

No  Spider  ever  took  more  pains  to  repair  the  shat* 
tered  meshes  of  his  web,  than  did  Waldemar  Fitxurse 
to  reunite  and  combine  the  scattered  members  of 
Prince  John's  cabal  Few  of  these  were  attached  to 
him  from  inclination,  and  none  from  personal  reganL 
It  was  therefore  necessary,  that  Fitzurse  should  op&i 
to  them  new  prospects  of  advantage,  and  remind 
them  of  those  which  they  at  present  enjoyed.  To  the 
young  and  wild  nobles,  he  neld  out  the  prospect  of 
unptinished  hcense  and  uncontrolled  revelry ;  to  the 
ambitious,  that  of  power,  and  to  the  covetous,  that  of 
increased  wealth  and  extended  domains.  The  leaders 
of  the  mercenaries  received  a  donation  in  gold;  an 
ailment  the  most  pereuasive  to  their  mindsi,  and 
without  which  all  others  would  have  proved  in  vain. 
Promises  were  still  more  hberally  distributed  than 
money  by  this  active  a^nt ;  and,  in  fine,  nothing  was 
left  undone  that  could  determine  the  wavering,  or 
animate  the  disheartened.  The  return  of  King  Richard 
he  spoke  of  as  an  event  altogether  beyond  the  reach 
of  probability :  yet,  when  he  observed,  from  the  doubt- 
ful looks  and  imcertain  answere  which  he  received, 
that  this  was  the  apprehension  by  which  the  minds 
of  his  accomplices  were  most  naimted  he  boldly 
treated  that  event,  should  it  really  take  place,  as  one 
which  ought  not  to  alter  their  political  calculations. 

"If  Richard  returns,"  said  Fitzurse,  "he  returns  to 
enrich  his  needy  and  impoverished  crusaders  at  the 
expense  of  those  who  did  not  follow  him  to  the  Holy 
Land.  He  remms  to  call  to  a  fearful  reckoning, 
those  who,  during  his  absence,  have  done  ai^^t  that 
can  be  construed  offence  or  encroachment  upon  either 
the  laws  of  the  land  or  the  privileges  of  the  crown. 
He  returns  to  avenge  upon  the  Orders  of  the  Tempie 
and  the  Hospital,  the  preference  which  they  ahowed 
to  Phihp  of  France  durmg  the  ware  in  the  Holy  Land. 
He  returns,  in  fine,  to  punish  as  a  rebel  every  adhe- 
rent of  his  brother  Prince  John.  Are  ye  afiaid.  of  his 
power?"  continued  the  artfiil  confidant  of  that  Prince; 
'we  acknowledge  him  a  strong  and  voUant  knight; 
but  these  are  not  the  days  of  King  Arthiu*,  when  a 
champion  could  encounter  an  army.  If  Richard  in- 
deed comes  back,  it  must  be  alone,— tmfoUowed—un- 
fiiendly.  The  bones  of  hissallant  arm/  have  whitened 
the  sands  of  Palestine.  The  few  of  his  foUo  were  who 
have  returned  have  straggled  hither  like  this  Wilfred 
of  Ivanhoe,  beexared  and  broken  men.— And  what 
talk  ye  of  Richara^s  right  of  birth  7"  he  proceeded,  in 
answer  to  those  who  objected  scruples  On  that  head. 
"Is  Richard!s  title  of  primogeniture  more  decidedly 
certain  than  that  of  Duke  Robert  of  Normandy,  the 
Ck>naueror's  eldest  son  1  And  yet  William  the  Red, 
and  Henry,  his  second  and  third  brothers,  were  aucr 


Ca».xr.i 

iMJTtlrpwftmd  to  him  by,  lh«  tiaes  of  tfaa  r 
Bohnt  W  tmr  mint  whk^i  em  ba  pbidi 
Ridnri:  t»«u«bald  knigfal,  igoodlculet, 
iDu  Id  hii  ftnate  lod  lo  tb  cbntcb,  vid,  to  i 

the  wbah^  (  cnindcr  *tid  a  cODfnenii  of  ihe ,, 

aepidclinr  udret  bt  died  a  bluid  uhI  nuierablc 
DRBDcr  in  dM  Citttie  of  CordifC  beeauae  ha  onioaad 
binaeil  to  Ibe  Kill  of  iha  people,  who  choae  Uut  he 
■Aodd  DDi  nk  ont  tbem.  It  ia  our  riglit,"  be  aaid, 
"ID  dmm  fimn  iba  Mood  Tojpal  ihe  prince  who  ia  beat 
nuliM  to  Md  the  avnme  powtf-lhat  ia,"  add 
it,  camcmg  him— if,  "  htm  wnoae  daeiion  will  beat 
pnoDU  dM  iiUMvaM  of  Iba  mbilitT.  In  paraonal 
vilifcatieDa"  he  added,  "it  waapoaaiblethaiPriiwa 
Mo  mit^i  be  mftrior  to  hia  brother  Richard  i  but 
*bcn  ii  «u  eoDBdered  that  (he  Iait<r  Temmed  with 
(heiwoHorrei«eaDceiiibiabaiKl,  while  the  former 
bdd  ootrewarda,  imtmmiiiea,  priYihgea,  wealth,  and 
haooiiT^  )i  eould  not  be  doumed  wch  waa  the  king 


vbom  in  wiadom  die  DobiElr  w 


uhabelL    Had  P^lzurae „ 

■Mfiawtil,  he  wontd  hare  aaaged  hioi  withoat  notice, 
n  oDe  of  ilie  yannen  of  Uie  guard  |  but  finding  him 
ntlieiBHr  liaU,  be  looked  it  him  with  more  atlen- 
"nn,  ud  TecogniHd  the  Nonnan  knigtal  id  the  dre» 
of  III  EoglM  yeoman. 

What  nmnuDCTT  ia  'ihii^  De  Bner  T'  eaid  Fiti- 
"oe.  aoniewkal  angnlf;  "ia  tbia  a  tmteJOr  Chriel' 
niMKutilnliuid  quaint  maAiDA  when  the  '  -  ' 
wr  mutB  PriscB  John,  ia  on  ua  varr  *erg< 

owmT  Whjr  Imh  tbon  not  been,  like  me, „ 

<n«o  bemkncnTeoA  whom  Ihe  Terr  name  of  King 
Kieboit  tm^m,  aa  it  m  aaid  ta  do  the  childien  of  the 
amoour 

"I  hi™  Item  Bllendtne  to _^ 

"i»«*reii  De  Braey  calmlr,  "  aa  you,  Piaurae,  haw 
bcH]  miodniic  yoora," 

"I  nundjig  mine  own  boMiMHl"  echoed  Walde- 
lor ;  "  I  hiTc  b«a  engaged  in  Ihat  of  Ptince  John, 

WjOUIt  patTDH." 

■la  IT  tbou  hadat  any  olber  reaecm  lor  thai,  Wal- 
'«iiu,"nidDeBracy,  "thanthepTotnolionoflbine 
"ra  nditijuil  intetcat  1    Cwne  Fitiutae,  we  know 

wlikn  become  our  difieientagea.  OfPrinoeJohn 
^"Ueat  aa  I  do;  that  ha  ii  loo  weak  lo  be 
"tfrMJaud  monarch,  too  mwinieal  w  be  an  eaa 
'"■xano,  too  inaoleHit  and  preaimiptuoua  lo  bo  . 
PWHRMNUrdi,  and  loo  idile  and  timid  to  belong 
>  avuuirh  of  anf  kind.  Bui  be  ia  a  manarch  by 
™ni  Piinm  sod  De  Bracr  hope  to  tiie  and  thrive ; 
"■dihatfarerauaid  him  with  i^nir  policr,  and  I  with 
It'  linwa  of  my  Pice  Companion*." 

A  bopM  auiiliBiT,"  aaid  Filauraa  unpauently ; 

Ha™  the  (bol  in  tbi 
«! -Wlttion  earth  do 

*^5=w  It  a  nKMMaii  a,  _„ 

„   ^  nine  a  wife."  anawered  De  Bnn  oooUy, 

>^  i£e  maoner  ofihe  tribe  of  Bajamin.'^ 
,Tbe tribe trfBennmbT' and Pttforaat    Icom- 
I'raeiidlbeenot." 

.  w«t  thou  not  bi  pteaence  veanr-eraa,"  aaid  De 
^?,  wbca  we  heard  the  Prior  Aymer  tell  Da  • 
pm  twImo  the  rouanoe  which  waaaangbj  the 
WBd  ^~He  Idd  how,  kng  aiace  in  Paleenix^  a 
Mr  feed  aroaa  between  the  aSe^  Benjamin  aad 
■«fv(of  the  Inaditirii  aatkmi  and  how  thay  cot 
"WcawellnigbaUiheebiralryof  Ihat  tribe  I  and 
Vol  in         a  A 


m  earth  doatlboBpoipoae  by  diiaabaard 


how  tfaey  Bwon  by  OUT  blcMed  Lad;,  diat  tiHT  wooU 
not  perrinl  Ihoaa  who  remained  to  marry  m  then 
bneagei  and  how  Ihey  became  grieved  for  Iheimw, 
and  aent  to  cooault  hia  holineaa  Ihe  Pope  how  ibi^ 
might  be  abaolnd  from  it  1  and  how.  by  die  advice  «F 
the  Holy  Palber,  the  youth  of  the  niba  of  Benjamin 
carried  olT  from  a.  nqierb  toumamcni  all  ihe  ladiea 
who  were  there  preeent,  and  ihna  won  them  wivn 
without  the  eonaent  either  of  their  brides  or  thah 
biider  fatnutea." 

"I  have  heard  Ihe  etory,"  aaid  FiExurae,  "  though 
either  die  Prior  or  thou  haa  made  aomenngular  alMt- 

"1  tell  thBe,"eaidDeBnicy,  "that  Imeentopu^- 
T7  me  a  wile  after  the  (aahion  of  the  tribe  of  B«i}i- 
min  I  which  ia  aa  much  aa  to  say,  that  in  tbia  aame 
eqiopmenl  1  will  bU  iq>on  that  herd  of  Saxon  bul- 
locke,  who  have  thia  nint  left  Ihe  caatle,  and  carry 
offeom  them  tbelovelyT " 


think  tiieo  that,  though  the  n , , 

rich  and  poweiAil,  and  regarded  with  ihe  mote 
leapeet  by  their  cotintiyincn,  that  wealth  and  boDoor 
are  bat  the  kit  of  few  or  Saxon  deac^L" 

"AndaliouldbelMigloDODe,"eudDeBrBeyt  "tba 
work  of  the  Ccmqueet  ebootd  be  oomoleted." 

"  Thie  ia  no  limefor  it  at  leaat,"  aaid  Fitaorae  t "  Iha 
anMoaehing  crina  renden  ihefovouiofuie  multitude 
uwwpenaaole.  and  Prince  J<din  cannot  refuae  juatioe 
to  any  one  who  injorea  thor  ftvouriuo." 

"  Let  him  grant  iL  if  he  dare,"  aaid  De  Bracy  I "  he 
will  eoon  aee  Ihe  difierenoe  betwixt  the  euppon  of 
euch  a  Inaiy  lot  of  ^jeara  aa  miae,  and  that  of  a 
beanleea  mob  of  Salon  churia.  Yet  I  mean  no  im- 
mediate diacovery  of  myaelf.'  Seam  I  not  in  tbia  gaib 
aa  bold  ■  Ematir  u  ever  blew  horn  1  "ne  blame  irf 
'  U  real  with  the  ondawa  of  the  Voik- 
__.  .  have  Bore  apiee  on  the  Smona*  mo- 
tion a— To-nigh  l  they  sleep  m  the  oonvent  of  Saint 
""      '  or  Wthrdd,  or  wbalever  iheycali  that  chml 

jxon  Saint  at  Bunon-on-Trent    Next  day'a 

march  bringi  them  within  our  reach,  and,  blean- 

s,  we  BWpDp  on  them  at  once.    Ptiaently  after  I 

. —  appeal  in  mine  own  Aape.  pUy  the  cODrleona 
kai^i  Teacoe  Ihe  unfcltunate  and  affiieted  bir  one 
ftom  ihe  handa  of  the  rude  rari^iera,  oondoet  her 
to  Ftont-de-Bcnif'B  Caatl^  or  to  Normandy,  if  it 
ahould  beneceeaary,  and  produce  bar  not  anin  to  her 
kindred  undl  ahe  be  Ihe  bride  and  dame  of  Hanrio* 
de  Bracy." 

"A  marvellou)^];  eige  plan."  aaid  Pitmm,  "and. 

aa  I  thinli,  not  entirely  of  thine  own  device.— CmM, 

be  frank,  De  Bmcy,  who  aided  thee  in  the  invoition  i 

-ad  whoil  to  asantin  Ihe  execution  1  (bi,  aal  think, 

bine  own  band  heaaa  faroiTae  Tork." 

"  Matty,  if  thou  moat  needs  know."  aaid  De  Bney, 

'it  waa  the  Templar  Brian  da  Bcria-Qtnlben  that 

shaped  out  the  enwpriae^  which  the  advenlute  of  the 

I  of  Beiijanun  auBgeated  to  me.    He  ii  u  aid  ma 

he  onslaudit,  anSne  and  hia  ItotlawBrH  will  pv- 

aie  the  oiulawi.  bom  whom  mv  valoroua  ana  ii^ 

r  changbig  my  garb,  to  reaeue  the  la4y  " 

By  myhalidoni  -  "    -■'  "' ""-    ' 

Iby  of  your  oi 

Bracy.  ia 

.  of  leavi 

log  her  fron 

her  aflerweidafrom 

eraa  conadcnUy  mon  ooDoiim— ne  la  a  nu- 

.  bU  occnatomed  lo  ponnoe  on  a  partridgn  tad  to 

hold  hia  prey  faat" 

"He  ie  a  Temi^,"  aaid  De  Bracy,  "end  cannot 
therrfm  livol  me  in  my  plan  of  wadding  thia  heire«] 

__i  ._  _..j..  lij. ^j^j  aeainat  the 

he. 


eaTingtbe  lady  in  toe  hands  of  thv  imthy 
'ate.  Thoa  mayat.  I  think,  nccsed  in  tak- 
from  her  Saxon  menda,  but  how  thou  wUt 
er  aflerweidafrom  theduteheaof  Bois-Qm]- 


atfat  dabonotnabie  a 

I  Order  in  em  angle 
laninjuiyr'       ..     . 


thertfm  nval  me  m  my 
—and  to  ottannit  anni 
intended  btide  of  De  Bn„,    -, 
whole  Chapter  of  hia  Order  in 
doted  not  ijo  ma  such  an  injury  I 

"  Then  anoe  nauht  thii  I  can  mj,"  aoxl  ntxoM 
"wiQpui  thia  folly  from  thy  imMsation,  Ubrwell 
IknowiheobaiiaacyorihydMpo«lioii,)allaaatwaiW 
-    litila  time  aa  pooaible— tetnotthyfiiUylMlaatiiV 

wdl  ss  imtimely.  . 

"  Ildl  thee,"  anawaredDo  Bracy,  "Ah  itw9k« 


k  of  ft  few  boon,  ud  1  ^»U  ba  >(  Yoik&t  tbi 
my  duiiu  and  viloroui  fi^wi,  u  lEady  l" 
tut  bold  deiign  ib  (hy  policy  un  be  lo  torn 
at  I  hear  mv  mmnaet  iwembUDB,  and  Iht 


r  mi  coinnulea  a 
uuf  oeighing  in 
like  a  iiue  kmsht,  to  w 


•leed*  nuDping 
FiiewalL— I  go, 
of  beauly." 

■'Like  ■  t™  k_-„. .    .., ,. 

aiUr  him:  "liliea  tool,  labmild  uy,  or  like 
wbo  will Imve  the  moBt »eriou»  and  needful  i  — ^_ 
tian,  10  chaae  the  down  of  ihe  (biatle  tbal  drives  pail 
him.— But  it  ia  with  neb  looU  that  I  muat  work  ;— 
and  for  whoae  advantage?— For  that  of  a  Prince    ~ 


■on  ana  an  uunalural  brolher— Bui  he— he.  too.  is  but 
one  of  the  loola  with  which  1  labour)  and,  proud  aa 
he  i^  abontd  he  preaiineto  wparaie  his  interest  from 
mine,  ihia  ia  a  aecRl  which  he  aball  aooti  leam." 

Tba  maditanona  of  the  atateemon  were  here  inter- 
niplsd  by  lbs  voice  of  the  Princs  from  an  interior 
apartment,  calling  ouL  "  Noble  Waldemar  Fitiurse  I" 
and,  with  bonnet  dofled,  the  futura  Chancellar  IJbr  to 
auch  high  prefennent  did  the  wily  Norman  aspire) 
hasuiwd  to  receive  the  orders  of  the  future  sovetcign. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


Ond  ha  MAfl'cl  his  diiri, 
!n  that  the  evei 


Ttu  reader  cannot  have  forei 

the  toumamsnl  was  deckled  u^ ,-  _ 

Dniknown  knight,  whom,  on  account  of  the  paaaivs 
and  mdifierent  conduct  wbich  he  had  mamfeeiad  on 
tba  formeTpart  of  thu  day,  the  ^peciautra  had  entitled, 
Lt  Nair  I^ttneanL  This  knight  had  left  the  ikjd 
abnvtly  what  the  victory  was  achieved ;  and  when 
ha  wa*  called  upon  to  receive  (he  reward  of  hia 
mkair,  be  waa  nowhere  to  be  laaad.  In  the  mean 
time,  while  •gmmoned  by  heralda  and  by  trumpet^ 
ihekni^i  waa  holding  hia  couiaa  northward,  araidiDg 
all  bnnenied  paths,  and  taking  the  iharteai  rood 
throuni  the  woodlandt.    He  paused  for  the  niriil  at 


I  long  journey ;  (be 

dimng  lbBprece£ng  mom 

Tat  his  purpose  was  bsffled  by  t£e  devious  paths 
thioush  which  he  rode,  so  that  when  evenmg  closed 

rinim,  he  only  found  bimself  on  the  ftnntiers  of 
West  Riding  of  Yorkahire.    By  this  time  both 
horae  and  man  required  refreshmant,  and  it  became 

wUeh  they  nuffhl  tpeai  the  night,  which  was  now 

fMt  approaching. 

He  place  vriiore  the  uav^er  found  himself  seemed 
nn^Dpuioaa  f<>r  obtainitig  aiber  shelter  or  nlntb- 
meoL  and  be  was  bkdy  to  be  reduced  to  the  usual 
eipedient  of  kiughts.errant,  who,  on  such  oi 
turned  tborboises  to gtau,  and  laid  ihemsHi 
to  medilale  on  their  ladr-miatreaa,  ~  '*"  ~~ 
bt  a  cancvy.  Bat  the  Black  Em 
jilialiiM,  (o  meditate  upon,  or,  bein 


ud 


csmforti  of  a  bed  ai 


t  deeply  involved  k. 

indeed  tha»  ware  many  open  glade 
Bit  aui^  aa  ■■■iml  cmly  fomMd  . 


ul  ewy  eflcft  which  be  mi^i  make  b 
iroey  wasastikdytoleadbimout  ofbL 

ranee  him  on  his  route.  After  haviiu  ii 
ired  lo  select  the  moat  bealen  path,  u 
1  lead  to  the  collage  of  some  berasinan 


found  himEelf  totally  unabli 
the  knij(hl  resolved  to  truat 
hone ;  eipeiience,  having,  on 

him  acquainted  with  the 

b^  theee  animala  for '- 


■t,  and  haying  repeaisili 


y  of  hi. 


ly  fatigued  with  so  long  i 


...^rful  islent  poaaeaen 

.^ iog  themaelvss  aad  thei 

ndera  on  sucb  emeigencieB. 

Tba  good  ateed,  grievously 
day's  journey  under  a  rider  caacc  u,  iuuaj,  uiu  m 
Boonei  found,  by  the  slackened  reios,  that  he  waj 
abandoned  to  his  own  guidance,  than  he  seemed  ti 
aSBume  new  etrength  and  iqiirit;  and  whereas  for 
merlybehad  scarcerepiiedtothespuriDtherwiae  thu 
by  a  groan,  lie  now.  as  if  proud  of  iho  coaBiraa 
repast  in  him,  pricked  op  his  ears,  and  asaumed,  o: 
his  own  accord,  a  more  lively  motion.  The  pall 
which  the  animiil  adapted  rather  luraed  on  from  tlu 
course  pursued  by  the  kni^l  during  the  day :  bul  ai 
the  horse  seeBwd  confident  in  his  choice,  the  ridei 
abandoned  hima^  to  his  diacretion. 

He  was  justified  bvtheevenl:  for  the  footpath  soor 
a^er  eppearo!  a  little  wider  and  more  worn,  and  Ihi 
tinkle  of  a  small  bell  gave  (be  knight  to  undematK: 
that  he  was  in  (he  vicinity  of  aome chapel  whennilage 

Accordingly,  he  soon  reached  an  open  plal  <^  turf 
on  the  oDDQBite  side  o!  which,  a  rock,  rising  abnipili 
fr  Illy  alopuig  plain,  onered  its  gray  Doa 

w  en  front  to  the  traveller.    Ivy  manllfd 

ill  soma  places,  and  in  others  oaks  aac 

hi  ),  whose  roots  found  nouriehment  in  thi 

el  ™[,wavedover  the  precipices  below,  Jilu 

th  :  of  the  warrior  oier  bis  sleet  helmet,  giv. 

in  that  whose  chiel  eipresaion  was  terror 

At  the  bottom  of  the  rock,  and  leaning,  as  it  weiu 
against  it,  vraa  eonatmeted  a  rude  hut,  built  ebiefi; 
of  the  trunks  of  trees  felled  in  the  neiBbbourinfi  fbresi. 
and  secured  Bgainat  the  weather  by  bavins  its  cre- 
vice* BtutTed  with  mossminaled  with  clay.  The  sten; 
of  a  young  fir-tree  lopped  of  its  branches,  witha;sea 
of  wood  tied  across  near  the  top,  was  planted  uptirfii 
by  the  door,  se  a  rude  emblem  of  the  holy  croes.  Ai 
a  little  distance  on  the  ri^t  hand,  a  fountain  of  llu 
purest  water  tnekled  outi^ihe  rock,  and  was  received 
m  a  hollow  stone,  which  labour  had  formed  into  ■ 
rustic  baain.  Eacafung  from  thence,  the  slream  ninr 
muRddownthedeecentbye  channel  which  itacoui* 
bad  looa  won,  and  so  wandered  uuough  the  lilth 
plain  to  lose  itself  in  the  nririibouring  wood. 

Beside  this  fountsin  were  uia  ruins  of  a  very  small 
chapel,  of  which  (be  mof  had  pardy  fallen  in.  Hv 
builditig,  when  entire,  had  never  been  above  loiiw^ 
fee(  lonR  by  twelve  feet  m  bread  ih.  and  the  rooC  lo* 
in  proportion,  rested  upon  four  coneentrio  aichei 
which  sprung  from  (he  four  comeia  of  the  buildiPB 
each  BuppoTled  upon  a  short  snd  heavy  pillar.  Tht  tibt 
of  two  of  these  arches  remained,  though  the  roof  had 
fallen  down  berwiil  them  i  over  the  olbers  it  lemsinai 
entire.    The  entrance  to  this  ancisnt  place  of  devo 

shark's  teeth,  which  _,, 

ancient  Saion  arehitecluTE.  A  belfry  rose  above  thi 
porch  on  (our  small  pillars,  wiibin  which  huns  liu 
green  and  weathaheeten  bell,  ihe  feeble  sounds  ol 
which  had  been  some  time  before  heard  by  the  Blad^ 
KniobL 

The  whole  peaceful  and  quiet  scene  lay  ghmtnenst 
in  twilight  bdbre  the  eyea  of  the  traveller,  (pving  him 
good  assurance  of  lod£ng[brtheDiBhti  Buceitwia 
a  special  duty  of  those  nrmuls  who  dw^t  in  the 
wooda,  to  eaerciee  boqiitality  lowarda  benighted  o> 
bewildeied  paaaengera. 

Acoordiiigly,  ihe  knight  took  no  time  to  considei 
minutely  the  particulars  which  we  have  detailed,  but 
thanking  Saint  Julian  [the  patron  of  invellen)  who 
had  aent  him  goad  haiboorUB,  he  leaped  from  hii 
hotae  and  aMaued  the  door  oftbe  henmtage  with  (he 
butt  of  hia  lance,  in  aider  to  arouse  allention  and  gain 
admittance. 


GWa».  XVL] 


IVANHOE. 


II 


It  'w«»  aonie  ime  hthn  ha  obtainad  aiqr  antwer* 
and  tlie  repljr,  when  made,  wts  mmrointioiia. 
*'PaM  on.  whosoever  thou  art^  was  the 


art,"  was  tAe  anawer 
aven  by  a  deep  boane  voke  from  within  the  hut, 
"  and  diatorb  not  the  servant  of  God  and  St  Dunatan 
in  his  eTeniog  devotiona" 

""Wortl^iher,"  answered  dieknight,  "bereisa 
wandfl 


ierer  bewildered  in  these  woods,  who  gives 
tliae  the  opportunity  of  axerdaing  thy  chanty  and 
hosipitalicy.'' 

"  GkxMfbrother/*  replied  the  inhabitant  of  the  her- 
mit^ge,  "It  hasDleased  Our  Lady«nd  St  Dunstan to 
dastme  me  fi>r  the  object  of  those  virtues,  instead  of 
the  ezerdse  thereof  I  have  no  provisions  here  wiiidi 
even  a  dog  would  share  with  me,  and  a  horae  of  any 
tendemftM  of  nurture  would  despise  my  couch— paas 
therc&ure  on  thy  way,  and  Ood  speed  thee." 

''But  how,"  replied  the  knight,  "is  it  posaible  for 
me  to  find  my  way  through  such  a  wood  as  this,  when 
darknass  is  coming  onTi  pray  you,  reverend  father, 
as  yott  ai«a  Christian,  to  undo  your  door,  and  at  least 
pomt  out  lo  me  my  road." 

^And  I  pray  you,  good  Christian  brother"  replied 
the  anchorite,  to  disturb  me  no  more.  You  nave 
alreadr  intenupted  one  pater^  two  aee*,  and  a  crtdo^ 
which  1,  miserable  sinner  that  I  am,  ahould,  according 
to  my  irow,  have  said  before  moonrise." 

**  'The  load— the  road  I"  vociferated  the  knight "  give 
me  dkections  for  the  road,  if  I  am  to  expect  no  more 
from  tbee." 

**Tlie  road,"  repUed  the  hermit,  "is  easy  to  hit 
ne  path  from  the  wood  leads  to  a  morasa  and  from 
thenoe  to  a  IbnL  which,  as  the  rains  have  abated,  may 
now  be  paasable.  When  thou  hast  crossed  the  ford, 
thou  wilt  take  care  .of  thy  footing  up  the  left  bank,  as 
it  is  aocnewhat  precipitous ;  and  the  path,  which  bangs 
over  die  river,  has  lately,  as  I  learn,  (for  1  seldom  leave 
the  dotiea  of  my  chapc^)  given  way  in  sundry  places. 
Tboa  wilt  then  keep  Btrai^t  forwajfd" 

"A  broken  path— a  precipice— a  ford,  and  a  mo- 
rasa  f  aaid  the  knight,  interrupting  him,—"  Sir  Her- 
mil,  if  yon  were  the  holiest  that  ever  wore  beard  or 
tola  bead,  you  shall  scarce  prevail  on  me  to  hold  thia 
rrad  to-ni0it  I  tell  thee,  that  thou,  who  liveet  by 
the  Clarity  of  the  country— ill  deserved,  as  I  doubt  it 
i»— beat  im>  right  to  refuae  shelter  to  the  wayfarer 
when  in  distros.  Either  open  the  door  quickly,  or, 
by  the  rood,  I  will  beat  it  do%vn  and  make  entry  for 
myaeMl" 

^* Friend  wayfarer,"  replied  the  hermit,  "be  not 
ijnportBDate;  uT  thou  puttest  me  to  use  the  carnal 
weapon  to  nune  own  defence,  it  will  be  e'en  the  worse 
for  you." 

Ac  this  moment  a  distant  noise  of  barking  and 
Bowling;  whidi  the  traveller  had  for  some  time 
Eeaid,  became  extremely  loud  and  furious,  and  made 
the  knight  suppose  that  the  hermit  alarmed  by  his 
threat  Off  makmg  forcible  entry,  had  called  the  dogs 
who  made  this  clamour  to  aid  him  in  his  defence,  out 
of  some  inner  recess  in  which  they  had  been  kennelled. 
Incrnsed  at  this  preparation  on  the  hermit's  part  for 
making  good  his  inhospitable  purpose,  the  knight 
strodk  the  door  so  fiirioiiBly  with  his  foot,  that  posts 
as  well  aa  ataplea  shook  with  violence. 

The  anchonte,  not  caring  again  to  expose  his  door 
lo  a  snmlar  abooL  now  called  out  aloud, ''  Patienoa 
pataeoee— spare  thy  strength,  good  travdkr,  and  I 
win  pRaeDUhr  undo  the  door,  though,  it  may  be,  my 
diMng  so  will  be  little  to  thy  pleaaure. 

1&  door  accordingly  was  opened ;  and  the  henmt 
a  laiBe^atnmg-built  man,  in  his  sackcloth  gown  and 
hood,  fpn  with  a  rope  of  ruahea  stood  before  the 
knisnt  He  had  in  the  one  hand  a  lighted  torck  or 
link,  and  in  the  other  a  baton  of  crab-tree,  ao  thick 
and  heavy,  that  it  mi|dit  wdl  be  termed  a  club.  Two 
krae  shaggy  dogs,  half  greyhound  half  masti^  atood 
nS%  to  nuih  upon  the  traveller  as  soon  as  the  door 
aboud  be  opened.  But  when  the  torch  glanced  upon 
iba  \oitf  crest  and  golden  spurs  of  the  knight,  who 
stood  vrithoot,  the  hermit,  altering  probably  his  on- 
ginal  intentions^  repressed  the  rage  of  his  auxihanea, 
and,  changing  ma  tone  to  a  sort  of  churlish  courtesy, 
invited  the  kmg^t  to  enter  his  hut,  making  excuse  for 
las  unwillingness  to  open  hia  k)dge  alter  sunset,  by 


attsiina  the  mototiidaof  robbsa  and  oudaws  whs 
were  abroad,  and  who  gave  no  honour  to  Our  Lady 
or  St  Dnnstsn,  nor  to  those  holy  men  who  spent 
liiem  their  service. 

VT**®,  P<|T«rty  ^  yoor  cdl,  good  father,"  aaid  the 
kn»ht.  looking  around  him,  and  seeing  nothing  but  a 
bed  of  leavea  a  crucifix  rudely  carved  in  oak,  a  miasal, 
with  a  rougn-bewn  table  and  two  stools,  and  one  or 
two  clumsy  artidea  of  furniture—"  the  poverty  of  your 
cell  shouki  seem  a  auffident  defence  against  eHqr  risk 
of  thieves,  not  to  mention  the  aid  of  two  trusty  dogs, 
large  and  atrong  enough,  1  think,  to  pull  down  a  staig, 
and  of  coursa  to  match  with  most  men." 

"TJie  good  keeper  of  the  forest,"  said  the  hermit, 

hath  allowed  me  the  uaaof  these  -animals,  to  protect 
my  solitude  until  the  times  shall  mend." 

Having  said  this,  he  fixed  his  torch  in  a  twialed 
branch  of  iron  which  served  for  a  candleatick ;  and, 
placing  the  oaken  trivet  before  the  embera  of  die 
fire,  which  he  refreahed  with  aome  dry  wood,  he  placed 
a  stool  upon  one  side  of  the  table,  and  beckoned  to  the 
kiughr  to  do  the  same  upon  the  other. 

Tney  sat  down,  and  gaxed  with  great  gravity  at  each 
other,  each  thinking  in  his  heart  that  he  had  aeldom 
seen  a  stronger  or  more  athletic  figure  than  was  placed 
opposite  to  nim. 

''Reverend  hermit,"  said  the  knight,  after  looking 
long  and  fixedly  at  his  host,  "  were  it  not  to  interrupt 
your  devout  meditations,  I  would  pray  to  know  three 
things  of  your  holiness ;  first,  where  I  am  to  put  my 
horse?— seooiuily,  what  I  can  have  for  aupperf— 
thirdly,  where  I  am  to  take  up  my  couch  for  tha 
niahtV' 

^'I  will  rc^ly  to  you,"  saki  the  henmt.  "with  nnr 
finger,  it  bemg  agamst  my  rule  to  speak  by  words 
where  signs  can  answer  the  purpose."  So  sayiiig,  ha 
pointed  successively  to  two  comere  of  the  hut  "Tour 
stable^"  aaid  he,  "ia  there— your  bed  there;  and," 
reachmg  down  a  pUtter  with  two  handfuls  of  parched 
peaae  upon  it  from  th^  neighbouring  shelf;  and  placing 
it  upon  the  table,  he  added,  "  your  supper  is  here." 

The  kniaht  shn:^sged  his  shoulders,  and  leaving  tha 
hut  brou^  in  hia  horae,  (which  in  the  interim  he 
had  fostened  to  a  tree,)  uiieaddled  him  with  much 
attention,  and  q>read  upon  the  ateed's  weary  back  his 
own  manda 

The  hermit  was  apparently  aomewhat  moved  to 
compaaaion  by  the  anxiety  as  well  as  addreas  whieh 
the  stranger  displayed  in  tending  his  horse;  for, 
muttering  something  about  provender  left  for  tha 
keeper's  palfrey,  he  dragged  out  of  a  recess  a  bun- 
dle of  forage,  which  he  spread  before  the  knight's 
charger,  and  immediately  afterwards  shook  down  a 
quanti^  of  dried  fern  in  the  comer  which  he  had 
aaaigned  fbr  the  nder'a  couch.  The  knight  returned 
him  thanks  for  his  courtesy ;  and,  this  duty  done,  both 
resumed  their  seata  by  the  table,  whereon  stood  the 
trend^er  of  pease  placed  between  them.  The  hermit 
after  a  kmg  grace,  which  had  once  been  Latin,  but  ot 
which  origmal  language  few  tracea  remained,  except* 
ing  here  and  there  the  long  roUing  termination  of 
aome  word  or  phrase,  set  example  to  bis  gueat.  by 
modeatly  putting  into  a  very  large  mouth,  lumiahed 
with  teeth  which  might  have  ranked  with  those  of  a 
boar  both  in  sharpness  and  whiteness,  some  three  or 
four  dned  peaae,  a  miserable  grist  as  it  seemed  for  so 
large  and  able  a  mill 

The  kni^t,  in  order  to  follow  ao  laudable  an  exam- 
ple, laid  aside  his  helmet,  his  corslet,  and  the  gnatar 
put  of  his  armour,  and  showed  to  the  hermit  a  head 
thick-curled  with  yeUow  hair^  high  featinea,  blue  eyea 
remarkably  bright  and  aparklmg,  a  mouth  well  vMrroad, 
having  an  upper  lip  cbthed  with  mustachea  darker 
than  hia  hair,  and  bearing  altogedier  the  fook  of  a 
b6ld,  daring,  and  enterpnainft  man,  with  which  nia 
atrong  form  well  corresponded. 

The  hermit,  as  if  wishing  to  anawer  to  the  confi- 
dence of  his  guest,  threw  back  hia  cowl^  and  ahowed  a 
round  bullet  head  belonging  to  a  man  m  the  prune  of 
life.  His  dose-shaven  crown,  eurrounded  by  a  arda 
of  Btifi"  curled  black  hair,  had  aomething  the  appear- 
ance ofa  pariah  pinfold  begirt  by  ita  high  hedge.  The 
featurea  expreaaed  noUiing of  monastic  auaten^.  pr^ 
ascetic  privatkma;  on  tha  contrary,  it  was  a  bold  bun 


thu  the  amRll  moniBti  whkh  rou  eat,  loASitwr  with 
Ihii  holr.  but  KMDewbil  thin  bcnwwB.  bive  thnTcn 
with  irmi  mamJioody.  Yob  ippnr  >  mut  man  Bt 
to  win  the  ram  nt  ■  wraailmg  mitcb,  or  the  ring  ii  ■ 
boat  ai  quuter-at«fl|  or  du  bbcklen  at  a  iwont^ajr, 
thaa  to  UDBBT  ovl  your  time  in  lht<  dewitte  wiMcr- 
atm,  lanng  manati  and  Irnng  npoa  paichad  peaae 
■ud  cold  wauT." 

''8iTEaight,"aiuwandthah((nit,  "jninrtboiigfati, 
Eki  tkoM  of  tke  ignorant  laitr,  an  according  to  tb« 
flaiB.  It  haa  plotaad  Oor  Luv  and  my  palion  aaini 
•o  bleaa  iha  pjllanca  to  which  I  rsMrain  myaell^  ergo 
■a  iha  pnlao  and  waior  wa*  binaed  lo  ttai  childtsn 
8hM)«eb,  Hgohach,  and  Abednego,  who  drank  the 
■ama  ntliar  than  daflla  lbemad*ea  with  the  — ~ 
--'  — tawfaidtwant^iicinied  thembjrtboEl 


"Holy  Father,"  aaid  the  knight,  "upon  whoM 
ooonleainee  it  hath  plouod  Hearsn  (o  work  aoch  - 
miracle,  pemiil  a  ainnd  layman  to  cnTa  thy  nameT 

"Thou  mayat  call  m^"  anawered  the  hermit,  "ih 
Clok  of  Copmanhunl,  Sir  ao  I  am  tanned  in  ibet. 
pane— Thmp  add,  it  ia  tiue,  ihe<inthMh(jy,  but  I  aland 
not  upon  iha^  aabeJuunwoithyDTaach  addition.— 
And  now.  Taliani  kni^l,  nay  I  pray  ye  for  the  iwnM 
of  mv  honourable  goeal  ?" 

,  "Traly,"aaidtbakni8bi,''HolyaeikarCapma)i- 
hunt,  man  oall  me  m  Iheaa  parte  Am  Black  Enigfat,— 
many,  MT,  addtoit  theepiUieiafSlngganLwhcmbyl 
■m  no  way  antbitioiiB  lobe  diatingniaSed. 

The  hsnmt  ooaldacanalybttieullnmmiUng  at 
hisBDaat'e  reply. 

"1  aee,"  awd  he,  "Sir  Sloggiah  Enighl,  thai 
aitamanofpnideaeeatidMGaunBeli  and  more 
I  aaa  that  my  poor  monaatic  bn  likea  ihee  not,  Bw.»- 
•ornei  p^WM,  aa  thoa  haat  been,  W  the  licesM  of 
EOnrte  and  ofcampa,  and  Ibaluuriea  of  dlieBi  and 
BOW  I  bethink  ma,  Sir  Sluggard,  that  when  the  chari- 
table kuper  of  thn  fbreat-walk  (eft  iheae  dog*  for  my 
proteciion,  and  alao  thoee  bundlea  of  forage,  he  leR 
mealaoaomerooiL  which,  bdngtmSt  for  my  uas,  the 
feiy  racollection  of  it  had  eacaped  me  amid  my  more 
wei^ty  madilaiiona." 

"I  dare  beiwora  he  did  to,"  aaid  thekoitrht;  "I 
waa  oomrinoad  thai  th«e  waa  better  food  in  the  cell, 
Holy  CleA,  emee  yon  Brat  dofled  ymiT  eowl.— Tour 
keeper  ia  ever  a  jovial  Mow:  and  none  who  bchdd 
thy  gnndara  oonteDding  with  Aeae  psaae,  and  thy 
•hioat  flooded  with  Ihie  ungenial  element,  coold  aee ' 
Ibea  doomed  In  neh  hores-proTeoder  and  hone-beve- 


JiMaleK«BwlaonenMB- 

nuity.  OW  trflba  natmn  of  ■  daifc  etoeet.  into  wMch 
aperMre  gave  adnBltance,  be  bnMlht  a  lanp 
y.  Baked  m  a  pewler  plallor  of  nnoinal  duntn- 

1^    Tkia  nnghiy  diih  he  placed  befon  hia  gneat, 

who,  naing  hie  poniard  lo  cut  II  open,  loal  no  am  ta 
aidniigliiiaaalf  BcqaaiaMj  with  iiaoonienM. 

"How  long  ia  it  linee  ibe  Rood  keener  ha*  baan 
ban  T' (aid  In  koH^t  tobia  faoau  .after  urins  awal- 
lowed  Bereral  haaty  jnoiaele  of  Inb  ranforoeiDMI  U 
the  bermii'a  good  eneer. 


f  oa  iMt 


;'By.ibew 

». .  ...^.i.  uBve  btisn  Bwom  thai  ttuTSt  b« 
fiunidtad  thia  veniaon  hod  been  r 
within  the  week." 

Hie  hermit  waeaomewbatdiaooimtenaDeed  by  una 
obeenalioni  and,  monower,  be  made  but  ■  poor 
llsure  while  gaiing  on  the  mmimiiiDn  of  the  pa>ty,  on 
wbicb  bia  gueel  waa  making  daeixnle  innaada;  a 
waiiara  in  wlkich  hie  pierioua  profaMnn  of  abetlnaieB 
left  bim  no  preieil  lor  joining. 

"I  have  been  in  Paleelin^  Sit  Cbrk,"  awd  the 
knight.  Mopping  ahwtof  a  euddco,  "and  I  bethiak 

■  gueal  ahall  inure  Um  of  the  wboleaomenasB  c^  bia 
(bod,  by  partaking  of  it  alou^  with  bim.  Far  bait 
from  me  lo  auapecl  ao  holy  a  man  of  aught  iitboapi- 
tablei  neverlhelesa  I  will  be  highly  bound  to  yoo 
lid  yon  comply  with  thia  Eaatem  cuatom." 
To  eaae  yonr  unneoeeaary  amipk^  Sir  Kajght^  I 
will  lbroncedepartfrommyrnIe,"r(sliedthebenmi. 
And  aa  riien  were  no  fbike  in  tboee  daya,  biedDtclMa 


wen  inatanlly  m  the  bowda  of  the  paely. 
*"'    ice  of  ceremony  bang  oooe  brMiea,  it  muiuu 
of  riratry  between  the  gueet  and  the  anier- 


tainar  whidi  aiiould  display  IM  beet  aniemei  and 
alihmgh  the  former  had  probably  &aied  bngael,  ye> 
the  hentui  fairly  aurpaaaed  bim. 

"Holy  Clerk,"  aatd  the  knight,  when  Ma  hnncn 
aa  appeaaad.  "I  would  gage  my  good  bom  yonta 
againai  a  lecebiii,  that  tbai  aanie  booeat  keeper  to 
whom  we  are  obliged  Ibr  the  veniaon  haa  Ml  Ibae  a 
Btoup  of  wine,  or  a  rniUet  of  eanary,  or  aome  aooh 
tritle^  by  way  of  ally  to  ih  a  noble  paaty.  Una  WMdd 
be  B  arenmatanoa,  dooblleea,  totaDy  tmwonhy  to 
dwell  in  the  memory  of  ao  rigid  anancbontat  rMi> 
think,  wera  you  to  aeaich  yonder  crypt  once  inoni 
yoo  would  Snd  ibailamrighiinmyconjeciapa.' 

The  hermit  only  refJied  oy  *  Itrm  i  and  retnmmg 
to  tbe  boldi.  he  produced  a  laatbern  b»ltl&  wUeh 
might  contain  about  four  qoarta.  He  alao  btponght 
forth  two  li^  drinking  cu(m,  made  out  of  ibe  bora 
ol  the  urua,  and  hooped  with  ailver.  Hanns  made 
ifaia  goodlv  ptorpon  for  waahing  down  the  aupper, 
Iw  aeemed  to  think  no  Eulher  eeieroomaaa  aaraiM 
neceaaaryonhiipartt  but  fllHrig  both  cupa,  and  Br- 
ing, in  the  Saxon  fariiion,  "  Watt  hatl,  Sir  Sluggiah 
Knujil  I"  he  empriad  hi*  own  at  a  drai^t 

"Think  Aoct,  Holy  Clerk  of  Copmuihiirstr'  an- 
awered tbe  wamor,  and  did  hie  boat  reason  in  «  aimi- 

'lerk,"  aaid  the  itrangar,  after  the  fiiat  civ 
(Wallowed.  "I  cannot  bul  marvel  tbat  a 
Bsaad  of  each  thewa  and  ainewa  as  tfaio^ 


iag&"  (pWDInig  to  Ibe  pnnaiaaB  iqmn  the  tabla.) 
"and  reftamftoni  mending  thy  ebear.  Iwuaaeetbe 
keepei'a  bounty,  tbanfora,  wjtboul  delay." 

na  banrnt  caat  a  WMtful  look  upon  the  knight,  in 
which  ihae  w«»  a  eon  cf  comie  aiuwiaaLoo  of  Eemtk- 
Hon,  H  if  uncertam  howftr  be  aboold  act  pnalaitly  m 
ttvatmg  hia  guaal.  Tbera  waa  howerar,  aa  mncG  of 
bold  franknaas  in  thekoigbi'aaounieiiance  aa  wupoa- 
wMe  to  be  exuieaaud  by  feaODea.  Hia  amile,  too,  had 
aomethm;  in  it  irnaiaiiblroonHc,  and  gave  an  anur- 
ance  of  raiih  and  loyally,  with  whidi  bb  boat  oeutd 
net  refrain  from  irmpatbiiinB. 

After  exchanging  a  BDiefUnoa  or  two,  tbe  bermtl 
went  to  the  teAar  wbef  the  bm,  and  opoad  a  hntcb. 


tmncher-man,  afasuld  think  of  abiding  1^  hi 

ihie  wildsmeaa.  In  my  hidgmeat,  you  an  fiti«  lo 
keee  a  caalle  or  a  Ibrt,  eanng  of  the  fat  and  diiaking 
of  me  atrong,  than  to  live  hne  ivoo  pulae  and  waier, 
or  even  npon  tbe  chanty  of  the  keeper.  At  ieaat, 
wera  I  aa  thoo,  I  ahouM  find  myaeA'  both  disport 
and  pleDly  out  of  ihe  king'adeer.  There  i>  majiya 
oooilly  hwd  in  iheae  fbteeta,  and  a  bock  will  iienr 
be  miaaed  that  goe*  to  the  ose  of  Seiui  Dunstan's 
chaplain." 

"Sir  Shmiab  KnighL"  repbsd  the  Cleak,  "  ibMB 
aredangenxK  worda,and  I  pray  you  to  forbear  then. 
I  am  true  hermit  lo  the  king  and  law,  and  were  I  to 
spoil  my  liege'i  game.  I  ahonid  be  auie  [if  the  prieon. 
Hid.  an  my  gown  aaved  me  not,  were  m  aome  peril 
ofhangitit 

Nevarthalaaa,  wen  I  as  thoi^"  aaid  the  knigbt 


««  iBd  kHiMn  WOT  mmi  in  b 
noa,-«a  I  pattnd  bjt  pnftn,' 

mAk  iMNBc  tha  hanb  of  dan  dn 
^»it»--amht  me.  Bolr  Clsik, 
pnoiwl  goek  I  pMtUDsi" 

FiHod  ShRud."  uua>«ml  t 
M  Ma  iQ  fit  ew  Mttcm  it 
*maf,  Md  MoMbins  man  diu 
tuM  w  bu  qiiirunVTiol«DM 
tMkr  Is  ■()■«  liK  Bood  which  Ood 
to  u  uqMftMatljr  eotioai  hawh 
»  ud  w^tonut  nod  do  not,  I  I 
*«  imrtTrtM  inqonn,  pot  ma  ti 
amUa  hvdtr  hara  mula  good  tl 
b««n  Mnwi  lo  oppoK  IhoB." 

Br  mr  fiiih."  nid  tbe  kni^t,  ' 
^oi»omomihanBY»i  Tbou  ut 
nam  lumit  1  ever  met  i  utd  I  vi 
io«  m  «  p«il.  Ai  for  thy  tbn 
■BU^  Im  Vukol  to  ODB  wboM  t 
W  ilUMr  wherever  it  ia  to  be  nal ' 
St  SlD«8iih  Knight,  I  drink  ti 
■■'out  I  raqMetuu  ui;  valour  ma 
•nadiWBiIighllrofthjrdiwTetion. 
Tl  ii?5*  "V*  m*  1  will  «v«  due 
ud  bnafeatlT  Iots^  anch  aoJEong  pi 
Ma  ^aoluDon,  that  thou  afadt  i 
MnaBoMhawi  thewiofaiouai 

Tw^rhi  plsdiad  lam,  and  de« 

-"■J^r'l'y?^"  "P^  •*"  •" 
naHftcf  DaHlahand  ifaoMimea* 
Btwnatarof  OoUatb,  at  wbi^I 
n  UHa-Bat,  if  1  am  to  nuka  (b 
■M  ihon,  Kwd  friend,  to  thaae  Rio] 
naa  ^MaUag,  ha  opanad  anothar 
■l.nom  t  ■  on^of  .bnadawnnl 


"1  DDm  it  ■  oDOdeof  ,  ,.. 
•n.  ia  wna  nnd  Iw  ibg  t«oi 
ne  toigfaL  ^  watdial  hia  nuHioi 
™  HCMd  fiux  of  coneeMment  wi 
twaordaaaMod  Ions-bow^  a cmt 
<<  bolu  Ik  STlaiTet,  and  half-a-d 
"lowt  lot  Iha  fbrmor.    A  hani,  and 

•  »«rf  ancanoqif-' - 

*nmdujiikn 


*»k.,Wg:  and  be  nieatT.  If  thou 
■°w  oJt  lom  ahdl  be  w<di»iDa  to 
«  UmHihsK  ao  long  Bi  1  aerte  i 
""nth,  which,  plnaa  Ood,  abaU  I 
jrPtrwrTering  for  ooeof  wean  ti 
n  •  flMon.  foru  wot  eran  aome 
aus;  nd  naaeht  pilcha  tha  voice  I 
S  "VJ  mp  of  wine.    For  ror  pai 
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^1  n,  BitBIn  na  ftqMau  ooel 
lap*  T  itaw  iwhi—il  twCT 

Own.  tnYdS^  ^Mnd 

Noi  KiiaaTumnio  tha  unaaiBtioi 
hnut,  wiih  i^icb  bia^S^Tirillni 


ihim  QgStt' 


and  bnou 


Mdy  Kiaiia 
mnlf  &«••■ 
ud  eoanjti 


lajMnoi 
dtfasto- 


t  (ho  &u  b' 
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IVANUQB. 


» 


Bprtud  him  oot  of  the  pfeM.  OswakL  oo  reoaTing 
uie  intdli^BOce,  reserved  to  return  to  hia  oiaster  lor 
£irtlier  instivctioiu,  carrying  along  with  him  Ghulh, 
whom  be  conaidered  in  some  aort  aa  a  deserter  from 
the  aerrioe  of  Gedric. 

The  Saxon  had  been  under  very  intense  and  ago- 
niaitg  apprebeoaions  concerning  his  son ;  for  Nature 
had  aas^ted  her  ri^ts,  in  spite  of  the  patriotic  atoi- 
cifln  which  laboured  to  disown  her.  But  no  sooner 
was  he  informed  that  Ivanhoe  waa  in  careful,  and 
probabhr  in  friendly  hand&  than  the  i>atemal  anxiety 
whidi  had  been  excited  oy  the  dubiety  of  his  fat& 
gave  way  anew  to  the  feeling  of  injured  pride  and 
resentment,  at  what  he  termed  Wilfred's  filial  diso- 
bedience. "  Let  him  wander  his  way,"  said  he—**  let 
diooe  kech  hia  wounds  for  whose  sakie  he  encountered 
tbem.  He  is  fitter  to  do  the  juggling  tricks  of  the 
Xormftn  chivalry  than  to  maintain  the  fame  and  ho- 
nour of  hia  English  ancesury  with  the  glaive  and 
brown-bdl,  the  good  old  weapons  of  his  countrv." 

"If  to  maintain  the  honour  of  ancestry."  said 
Sowens,  who  was  present,  "  it  is  sufficient  to  be  wise 
io  council  and  brave  in  execution— to  be  boldest 
among  the  bold,  and, gentlest  among  the  gentle,'! 
know  no  voice,  aave  his  father's" 

**Be  aflent.  Lady  Rowenal— on  this  subject  only  I 
bear  you  not.  Prepare  yourself  for  the  Prince's  festi- 
val: we  have  been  summoned  thither  with  unwonted 
circumstance  of  honour  and  of  courtesy,  such  as,  the 
hausbty  Normans  have  rarely  used  to  our  race  since 
theuul  day  of  Hastinja.  Thither  will  I  go,  were  it 
only  to  show  these  proud  Normans  how  little  the  fate 
of  a  son,  who  could  defeat  their  bravest,  can  affect  a 
Saxon? 

"  Thither,"  a^  Rowena,  "  do  I  if  or  go ;  and  I  pray 
TOO  to  beware,  lest  what  you  mean  for  courage  and 
constancy,  shall  be  accounted  hardness  of  heart." 

"  Remain  at  home,  then,  ungrateful  lady,"  answered 
Cedric ;  **  thine  is  the  hard  heart,  which  can  sacrifice 
the  weal  of  an  oppressed  people  to  an  idle  and  unau- 
thoroed  attachment.  I  seek  the  noble  Athelstane, 
and  with  hixn  attend  the  banquet  of  John  of  Aryou." 

He  went  accordingly  to  the  banquet,  of  which  we 
have  already  mentioned  the  principiu  events.  Imme- 
diaidy  upon  retiring  from  the  castle,  the  Saxon 
thanes,  with  thor  attendants,  took  horse ;  and  it  was 
during  the  busde  which  attended  their  doing  so,  that 
Cednc,  for  the  first  tim&  cast  his  eyes  upon  the  de- 
serter Qurth.  The  noble  Saxon  had  returned  fixim 
the  banquet,  as  we  have  seen,  in  no  verv  ,placid  hu- 
moor,  and  wanted  but  a  pretext  for  wreakmg  his  an- 
ger qpon  some  one.  "The  gyves!"  he  said,  "the 
gyves!— Oswald— Hundibert!— Dogs  and  villains!— 
why  leave  ye  the  knave  unfettered  r ' 

WithoQt  daring  to  remonstrate,  the  companions  of 
Gurth  boood  him  with  k  halter,  as  the  readiest  cord 
which  occarred.  He  submitted  to  the  operation  with- 
out remonstrance,  except  that,  darting  a  reproachful 
look  at  his  master,  he  said,  '^This  comes  of  loving 
your  flesh  and  blood  better  than  mine  own." 

"To  horse,  and  forward !"  said  Cedric 

"It  is  indeed  full  time,"  said  the  noble  Athelstane; 
"Ibr^if  we  ride  not  the  faster,  the  worthy  Abbot  Wal- 
theofTs  preparations  for  a  rere-supper*  will  be  alto- 
gether spmled.*'  ,        t  , 

Tbe  travellers,  however,  used  such  speed  as  to 
reach  the  convent  of  St  Withold's  before  the  appre- 
hm&d  evil  took  place.  The  Abbot,  himself  of  ancient 
abpBtm  descent,  receivea  the  noble  Saxons  with  the 
pMlflMr  and  exuberant  hospitality  of  their  nation, 
wMein  they  indulged  to  a  late,  or  rather  an  ^ly 
hour ;  nor  did  they  take  leave  of  their  reverend  host 
tbe  next  morning  until  they  had  shared  with'  him  a 
nmipCoouB  refection. 

Aa  the  cavalcade  left  the  court  of  the  monastery, 
an  incident  happened  somewhat  alarming  to  the  Sax- 
fins,  who^of  nl  people  of  Europe,  were  most  addicted 
10  a  supersdtiouB  observance  of  omens,  and  to  whose 
ophnoiis  can  be  traced  most  of  those  notions  upon 
aoek  sobjects,  sdn  to  be  found  among  our  Mpular 
antquities.    For  the  Normans  being  a  mixed  race, 


Qollfttioa,  whidi 
■   iff 


.  aidffhvnwal,  and  MontiBaa  siffnififld  a 
fhrcn  at  a  late  hoar,  aflar  tharenlwMip- 


and  better  mformed  acooRhog;  to  the  infimnation  of 
the  times,  had  lost  most  of  the  superstitiogs  prmi- 
cfioes  which  their  ancestors  had  broumt  from  Scandi- 
navia, and  piqued  themselves  upon  thinking  freely  on 
such  topics. 

In  the  present  instance,  the  apprehension  of  im- 
pending evil  was  inspired  bv  no  less  respectable  a 
prophet  than  a  large  lean  black  dogi  which,  sitting 
upright,  howled  most  piteously  as  the  foremost  riders 
left  the  gate,  and  presendy  afterwards,  barking  virildly, 
and  jumping  to  and  frO)  seemed  brat  upon  attaching 
itaelf  to  the  party. 

"I  like  not  that  music,  father  Cedric,"  said  Athel- 
stane :  for  by  this  title  or  respect  he  was  accustomed 
to  address  mm. 

"Nor  I  eiUier,  uncle."  said  Wamba;  "I greatly  fioar 
we  shall  have  to  pay  the  piper." 
>  "In  my  mind,''  said  Athelstane,  upon  whose  mem- 
ory the  Abbot's  good  ale  (for  Burton  was  already 
famous  for  that  genial  liquor)  had  made  a  favourable 
impression,—"  in  my  mind  we  had  better  turn  bad^ 
and  abide  ¥nth  the  Abbot  until  the  afternoon.  It  is 
unlucky  to  travel  where  your  path  is  crossed  by  a 
monk,  a  hare,  or  a  howling  dog,  until  you  have  eaten 
your  next  meal." 

"Away!"  said  Cedric,  impatiently j:  "the  day  is 
already  too  short  for  our  journey.  For  the  dog,  I 
know  11  to  be  the  cur  of  the  runaway  slave  Gurtn,  a 
useless  fugitive  like  its  master." 

So  saying,  and  rising  at  the  same  time  in  his  stir- 
rups, impatient  at  the  interruption  of  hisjoumey,  he 
launched  his  javelin  at  poor  Fangs— for  Fangs  it  was, 
who,  having  traced  his  master  thus  far  upon  his  stolen 
expedition  had  here  lost  him,  and  was  now^  his 
uncouth  way,  rejoicing  at  his  reappearance.  The  Ja- 
velin inflicted  a  wound  upon  the  animal's  shoulder, 
and  narrowly  missed  pinning  him  to  the  earth ;  and 
Fangs  fled  howling  fix>m  the  presence  of  the  enraged 
thane.  Gurth's  heart  swelled  within  him :  for  he  felt 
this  meditated  slaughter  of  his  faithful  adherent  in  a 
degree  much  deeper  than  the  harsh  treatment  he  had 
himself  received.  Having  in  vain  attempted  to  raise 
his  hand  to  his  eyes,  be  said  to  Wamba,  who,  seeing 
his  master's  ill  humour,  had  prudendy  retreated  to  this 
rear,  "  I  pray  diee,  do  me  thekindn^  to  wipe  my  eyes 
with  the  surt  of  thy  mantle :  the  dust  onends  me, 
and  these  bonds  will  not  let  me  help  myself  one  way 
or  another." 

Wamba  dkl  him  the  service  he  reqmred  and  thev 
rode  side  by  side  for  some  time,  during  wmch  Crurth 
maintained  a  moody  silence.  At  length  he  could 
repress  his  feelings  no  longer. 

"  Friend  Wamba,"  said  he.  "of  all  those  who  are 
fools  enough  to  serve  Cedric,  thou  alone  hast  dexterity 
enough  to  make  thy  folly  acceptable  to  him.  Go  to 
him,  therefore,  and  tell  mm  that  neither  for  love  nor 
fear  will  Gurth  serve  him  longer.  He  may  strike  the 
head  from  me— he  may  scourge  me— he  may  load  me 
with  irons— but  henceforth  he  shall  never  compel  me 
either  to  love  or  to  obey  him.  Go  to  him,  then,  and 
tell  him,  that  Gurth  the  son  of  Beowulph  renounces 
Kja  service.' 

"  Assuredly,"  said  Wamba,  "fool  as  I  am,  I  aball 
not  do  your  fool's  errand.  Cedric  hath  another  javelin 
stuck  m  his  »rdle,  and  thou  knowest  he  does  not 
always  miss  bismari(." 

"I  care  not,"  replied  Gurth,  " how  soon  he  makes 
a  maik  of  me.  Yesterday  he  left  Wilfred,  my  youns 
master,  in  his  blood.  To-day  he  has  stnven  to  kiU 
before  my  face  the  only  other  living  creature  that  ever 
showed  me  kmdness.  By  St.  Edmund,  St  Dunstan, 
St.  Withold,  St.  Edward  the  Confessor  and  every 
other  Saxon  saint  in  the  calendar,"  (for  Cednc  nevw 
swore  by  any  that  was  not  of  Saxon  lineage,  and  au 
his  household  had  the  same  limited  devotion,)  "  I  will 
never  forgive  him !"  .,  ,     , 

"  To  my  thinking  now,"  said  the  Jester,  who  was 
firequently  wont  to  act  as  peace-maker  in  the  fiunily, 
**  our  master  did  not  propose  to  hurt  Fangs,  but  omy 
to  affiight  him.  For,  if  you  observed,  he  rose  in  his 
stirrups,  as  tliereby  meaningto  overcast  the  mark ;  and 
80  he  would  have  done,  butFangs  happening  to  bound 
up  at  the  very  moment,^  received  a  scratch,  which 
I  will  be  bound  to  heal  with  a  penny's  braadth  of  tar." 


"U  I  tboq 
think  av-bm 
I  Mard  ii  wtiii 


.    D(h^MirtlM)«TClta 

ii  wtiiM  throng  iht  «ir  with  til  the  wrathfUI 

MiUnlBiKa  of  bin  lAo  oaM  it,  uid  it  quinnd  ttut 
It  h*d  pilctMd  in  the  grouiid,  u  if  wiui  tvent  tat 
having  nuMti  iu  DMtk.  By  tha  hog  dear  to  8i. 
Aaihonf ,  I  nnouiuM  him !" 

And  m  jndigniiit  twiiMhard  nnnud  hii  nillaa 
■Idwe,  wtaioh  no  iflbni  of  iha  JnUr  Muld  agun 
iodtMc  lum  to  braUt. 

Maul  whila  Cediic  and  AibaUtaM,  the  hadan  of 
tba  tronk  convened  lonibcr  on  thg  (tale  of  ihc  Undt 

atha  niiwinaiiiiiii  of  iha  'ayal  ■hmilv,  on  iba  leudi 
1  qnanal*  amooB  the  Nonuan  Mblea,  and  on  the 
ehanea  which  then  waa  that  the  oppcaaiad  Saxoiu 
MJRht  be  abia  to  &K  thema^TM  frotB  tha  yoke  of  ihe 
Normina,  or  at  least  to  elevate  llumnlTaa  into 
national  oonaeiiuence  and  independenoe,  during  the 
ciiU  conTuinoiu  which  weralikelr  loenaue.  Onthia 
aubJectCMric  vraaBllanimalion.  The  tealoration  of 
raoa  was  tha  idol  (rfhia  heart, 
Ir  aaeiifiead  domeatic  harai- 

nis  own  aon.    But,  in  orocT 

t»  tchioT*  ihia  nreat  rerolatira  in  ftraor  of  the 
nalin  English,  il  waa  neeeasary  that  th^  riioutd  be 
niilsd  among  OMnMslvea,  and  set  onder  an  acknow- 
ladged  head.    The  mceaaity  of  ohooaina  ibeir  chief 


(he  mdapaniiaBOa  of  hia  raoe  wi 
to  which  ha  had  willing  aaer 
luss  and  the  intareata  of  nis  01 


tCau.  XVHL 

p  todbedianee  and 

aabjeetioa,  art  not  infiaqnendy  tfi  to  diipqie  the  ao- 
tborityofKuaidlamaixtpannli.  "nisapintonawhieli 
she  Iblt  itmigty,  aha  avowed  boldly,  and  Cediic, 
who  could  not  free  himselT  iroin  his  babiuial  deftr- 
enaoe  to  her  apinions,  felt  louUy  at  a  Iom  haw  u 
enforce  hie  authority  oievuxiiiui. 

It  was  in  vain  that  ha  altempud  to  dmle  tat  with 
the  proapect  of  a  riMonarv  throne.  Rowma,  wfaa 
POMBMM  ttrong  aeoaei  neither  oonndered  hia  plan  M 
praetieaMi^  nor  aa  desirable,  so  far  aa  she  waa  coit- 
esmet}.  eonld  it  ban  been  achieTed.  Witfaovt  st- 
(empDncta  conoeal  hst  BTOwed  prefacDCe  of  Wil&ad 
of  Itattooe,  the  dedaiad  that,  were  that  fiiroared 
kni^t  out  of  qneetion,  she  would  rather  take  tv 
Aiecin  a  convent,  than  shui  a  throne  with  Alhel- 
atane,  whom.  haTtng  always  deKiised,  she  n^w  b»- 
.  _f  .t.  ^_..ii.  jjj  te(«iT«don  Us 


conalancy  was  far  from  atronBi  pemsloi  m  nBing 
•very  means  in  hi*  power  to  bring  about  the  pro- 
posed match,  in  which  be  conceind  lie  waa  rendBing 
an  important  aertioe  to  the  Stuton  canao.  The  anf 
den  and  romantic  meatance  of  his  son  in  tilt  liats 
St  Ashby,  he  had  jostb  r^ardol  aa  almost  a  death's 
blow  to  his  hopes.  His  psiema]  affection  it  is  tnn 
had  Ibr  an  ilutsnt  gained  the  rictory  over  pride  ai^ 
patriotism;  hut  both  had  returned  in  fiiU  fbrca,  and 
under  their  Joint  operation,  he  was  now  bent  upon 
making  a  determined  efibrl  for  the  union  of  Aibdalane 
and  Rowena,  together  with  expediting  those  other 
measnrea  which  Beemed  neceeeniY  to  fbrwaid  the  rea- 
totationof  StMon  independence. 

Oa  this  Jaat  subject,  ho  was  now  laboDring  with 
Athslatane^  imI  withoat  having  reason,  every  aow 
and  then,  to  lament,  Uke  Holnpur,  that  be  afaoold 
have  moved  Mich  a  diah  of  ekimmed  mitk  to  ao  ho- 


rn Uia  lUHIl  UIBUUil,  uiu  ui  iu..H(ui   u,   UUWI 

homage  and  •ovetognty.  But  his  petty  vamty  ..  ^ 

Acioitly  gratifled  by  tvcetving  thie  homsge  at  the  handa 
of  hia  immediate  attandant^  and  of  the  Saiona  who 

rraachedhim.  If  be  hadthecourage  CDencoaniat 
ger,  he  at  least  hated  the  trouble  of  going  to  seek 
it  I  and  while  he  agiwd  m  the  general  pnnoplea  1^ 
down  by  Cediic  coneenung  the  daim  of  the  Saiona 
to  itidependeoee^  and  waa  Mill  nioro  easily  convinced 
of  biaown  title  to  raignovertbem  when  ihatindinen- 
dence  should  be  altuiud,  yet  when  ibe  means  of  as- 
•ardnB  these  rights  came  to  be  discuned,  be  was  stil 
AmeMane  the  Vamt^,"  slow,  iuesolntc^  procraa- 
linsling,  and  unenieipii|m^.  Hie  warm  and  inwas- 
had  as  liltk  eoect  npqn 


and  arematanlly  eitingaiiiied. 

U  leaving  this  task,  which  might  be  ixiinpaTed  k 
spnninganredjade,  ot  10  hammering  upon  CMd  inm, 
Cednc  IM  hack  to  his  wsrd  Rowena,  he  reooved 
Utile  more  aauathetiaa  ftom  coofening  with  bn.  For, 
aa  his  presence  inleinvted  the  disconrse  betweaa  the 
Isdy  and  hei  favourite  attendant  upon  the  gallantrr 
and  fiite  of  Wilfred,  ^gilha  failed  not  to  revenge  boCb 
hermulress  and  baradl,  by  recDtring  to  the  oreribiDw 
of  Athdatanein  ihelista  themoet  disacreeaUa  sub- 
ject which  could  neel  the  eara  of  Cednc  Tb  dus 
Btuidy  Saxon.  tbeiMbre,  the  day'ajonrn^  waa  ftanffi 
with  all  manne*  of  diipleasiiie  and  discomrort^  so 
that  h«  mote  than  once  mlemstlycnnsd  the  tomai- 
ment,  and  him  who  had  proclaimed  it,  togsther  with 
hia  own  fidly  m  onr  thinking  of  going  thillKr. 

* i^ontbsiiuiionMAllieMaiiai  the  traval- 

—  woodland  shade  by  a  muntsin,  U 


At  nocm,  qion  the  nutiraiM' Alhc 
at  paused  m  a  woodland  shade 
HMsa  their  hones  sad  psitahe  of 
nth  wfaiehtbe  hospitable  Abbot  hi 


[h  wfaiehtBe  hoapitabL ^ 

ter  mule,    nor  repssl  wss  a  pretty  long  ons :  and 
thess  sevoal  interroplionB  rendered  it  impmaiibla  fiir 
to  hopeto  tssehEotfMnrood  witboni  trav^ing 


all  night, 
UthCTUIM^ 


which  induced  thsm  I 


"l^W 
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xmSmaiuASi  ata  u  tarn  ■£•  ilflil 

Onm,*Tfmtim. 
Tmm  imiJm  hid  aaw  mched  ths  twg«  ot  ihe 
noodnl  KHmny,  and  mn  about  to  plimga  into  iu 
lui^i^  favU  dunroua  ti  th*t  CiinA  ftom  dw  Qnn- 
W  of  ontlim  Wbom  iniiiiiaaiiii  ind  poTBrtr  had 
(bmn  td  dovair,  aod  wIki  occvmiI  tb«  focMU  m 
MEO  lina  budi  u  oould  (MilirlMd  dsfianca  to  (be 
MikpaGc«(rf  the  period.  Fram  ikMe  rann,lu>w- 
nv,  DotwubftuMlukg  tba  Iiuom  of  Iba  hour,  C«d- 
rie  ad  Alfachum  uuoiioMd  th«mnlvea  naiie,  u 
^  lud  in  utendinca  ten  wrrimls,  bMldw  Wwnb* 
nu  Oonh,  iriioae  aid  could  not  be  coonted  qmn,  Ihe 
onebBiua^gMtieiidibeothsTaMpliTe.  Itmarbe 
added,  lokl  in  iraTcUtog  thua  lata  through  the  foreet, 
tMttc  ind  Aibelituie  rcUed  on  ib«t  dcactni  end 
nVKKr,  ea  wdl  aa  their  counsel  The  outlaw*, 
wbontbeereiitTof  (hefomt  lawa  had  Tedoced  la 
In  ranng  and  deqierate  mode  of  Itle,  weia  chiefly 

Ibepeieofu  and  piDpcnjr 

™  iounieyed  on  Ibeir  way,  they  were 
ilid  criea  for  — ■ — '  — '— 


ladv,  fcnelt  down,  and,  after  the  Onenta]  laihion  in 

addnaang  at^enon^  kiaaed  the  bem  of  Rowana'a 

mnnenL    Then  liainit,  and  thniwau  back  her  veO, 

die  imidored  harm  tbagraal  Dame  ottheCkid  whom 

ibajr  both  wonhipped,  and  br  that  rerelalion  of  the 

Law  uwn  Honnt  Sinai,  u  wuch  ibey  both  beliend, 

ibat  ahe  would  have  oompaaaiHi  upon  ihem,  and  sat' 

tar  ihem  lo  ao  Ibiwaid  oiidtT  their  aaliBuard.    "  It  la 

t  for  myidf  that  I  pray  tbia  Civour,"  aaid  Rebecca  t 

lor  i*  it  even  for  that  poor  tdd  man.    1  know,  that 

wrong  and  to  ipoil  our  nation  U  a  tight  fault,  if  noti 

:.  --..L.  .1..  ni.^_^-._|j.  j^  ^-^1  ia  it  to  ua 

ty,  in  the  deant,  or  in  Ihe 
of  one  dear  to  many,  and 


•fibaro 


ibnaed  by  rqieatid  criea  for  aasiatance ;  and  whea 
[keymleiip  to  the  place  from  whanco  they  came, 
■biy  iretE  HTpiued  to  find  a  horae-littei  placed  iqioD 
b  gmond,  beeide  which  eel  a  young  woman,  richly 
^raiEd  in  Ihe  Jewish  faahion,  while  an  old  man, 
^W*  ycUow  can  prodaiDied  him  to  belong  to  ihs 
"•v  DtDDiv  walked  up  and  down  wjlh  geaiures  ai- 
■in  ctf  the  deqieat  davair,  and  wrung  biahanda, 


niTill 


_,_._«  of  Athelatane  and  Cedric,  the  old 

in  could  for  aome  time  only  anawer  by  in 


dric,  the  o 
OTobins  tl 


n  of  lO  ibe  palriareha  of  the  (^d  Teelomenl 
mctaBTelr  againat  the  eona  of  Iritmael,  who  wen 
mine  to  nute  IbeiD,  hip  and  ihigh,  with  the  edr~ 
"(iIk  moid.    When  he  begi '-' 


„ of  York  (for  il  waa 

, t  length  able  (oeiplaiiL  ihal  he 

Wlirtd.body-auBidDfijtmenatA'-'  -  — -'— 

■Jill  arin  far  canyina  the  iiller  of 

Tat  lanrbid  imdertaken  to  encort  L...  .-  ».  .> 

poKuiiT.  Iluy  bad  come  ihuB  &r  in  aafolyi  but 

^■•■11  nonnl  infonnalion  from  a  wood-culler  ihal 

JmwMKttong  tiand  of  ouilawB  lyinf;  in 

™  *ind>  bdne  them,  laaac'a  mercenanB*  I 


ml;  iikm  AiRht,  but  had  canied  offttiih  ihem  the 
wta  wliich  bore  the  litter,  and  left  ihe  Jew  and  bia 
■ucsticrwiihiMt  Ihe  DKaoi  eitheiof  defence  or  of 
IfMi,  to  be  plandered,  and  probably  murdeiat,  by 
« bandini,  Wtio  they  expecied  every  mouieni  would 
wnsdinin  upon  Ihem.  "  Would  it  but  pteaae  your 
^yom."  adiMd  Isaac,  in  a  lone  of  decv  humilialion, 

■  pmmithe  poor  Jewa  to  travel  under  vooraafis- 
pn,  I  (WHi  by  the  lablea  of  our  lai^  that  nerar 
bu&nDm  baen  confined  upon  a  child  of  laael  eince 

'■uyiof  ourcmniity,  which  ibalt  be     ""    

WTKkmwfedged." 

DDgofaJewl"  nid  Alhelitone,  wboae  memorr 
vWdTUui  petty  kind  which  Btoret  vp  iriflei  of  aO 
kMabot  parttcaUriytnAinKoHsiKea,  "doelnot  re- 
"Parrbow  ihou  didat  beard  ua  in  the  gallerv  at  ibe 
^hKit  ngbi  or  flac^  or  compooDd  with  the  out- 
«a»  M  ibou  doat  liat,  aak  iwithar  aid  nor  contpant 
™m  indif  they  rob  only  auch  aa  thea  wt-  — ' 

*llie*otid,I,for    ■  .-.ri-.J 

tni  binnt  folk." 

Cathc  dki  not  aa 

Wnpuiea.  "We  ahall  do  bettor,    

BHUtwDofonraltendanuand  two  boraee  to  convey 
Von  Wk  10  the  next  village.  It  will  diminiah  our 
fi^iiltb  but  lilde  T  and  with  your  raiod  iword,  noble 
JMitaiie,  and  Ihe  aid  of  Ihoae  who  remain,  it  will 
■  bghl  work  for  ua  to  foee  twenty  of  thoae  nioa- 

^Bnai*,  (omewfaat  alarmed  by  the  majtion  of  (nil- 


iwn  ahaie,  ahaUhtjdl 

nncreproponlof  hia 


one  dear  ton 
h  you  to  let 


mail,  wilh  the 
-hBtbi    ■  '     ■ 
fieldl 

peraon  be  tranaporied  widi  care  and  tenderneea  under 
""■•  protection.    For,  if  e»il  chance  Urn,  the  lost 

—  -' '■%  would  be  imbittend  with  regret 

lich  I  aik  of  yoiL" 

lolemn  air  with  which  Rdiecca 

Htre  il  double  weight  with  the  fair 

1  and  feeblt"  ahe  eaid  lo  hergnar- 
young  and  beautiful,  thor  friend 
hia  life— Jewa  Ihougfa  they  be,  we 
la  leave  them  in  thia  extremity. 
ro  of  the  aompta-muke,  and  put 
I  two  of  the  aetfa.  Tba  mulea  may 
',  and  we  have  led  horeea  for  the 

senled  lo  what  ahe  propoaed,  and 
idded  the  condition,  that  they 
le  rear  of  the  whole  paity,^  where 
,  "might  attend  them   wilh  hll 

ahield  in  the  lUt-yaid,"  aoawered 
I  been  the  ble  of  many  a  better 

red  deeply,  for  aoch  bad  been  bia 

Rowena,  who  waa  piraaad  in  the  aame  projrariion,  aa 
make  amenda  Ibr  the  bmlol  jeet  of  her  unftel- 
litor,  requested  Rebecca  to  lide  by  her  aide. 
I  were  nolflt  I  should  do  ao,"  anawered  Re- 
L  with  proud  humilily,  "where  myaocietj  mi^t 
„  „  Jd  a  disgrace  to  my  protectras." 

By  this  lime  the  change  of  baggage  waa  haMilr 
achieved  (  for  the  einde  word  "  outlaw*"  leadei^ 
every  one  aufflciendy  uert,  and  the  vpioach  of  twi- 
Ugfat  made  the  sound  yet  more  impnaami  Amid  tba 
bustle,  Gunh  waa  taken  from  horeebacfc,  in  the 
course  of  whicji  removal  ha  praniled  upon  the  Jetter 
to  alack  the  cord  with  whidi  hi*  anna  were  bound. 
It  waa  aa  negligently  relaalened,  perhape  tntentioB- 
allr,  on  tbe  part  of^Wamba,  that  Ourth  found  no 
difficulty  in  frecina  hia  anna  altOBitberfiDm  bondage, 
and  then,  gliding  mto  the  thicket,  be  made  hia  (•cope 

The  bnatle  had  been  oonsidenbls,  and  it  was  soma 
time  befbra  Garth  waa  mieaid  {  for,  oi  he  was  to  be 
placed  for  the  reel  of  the  joumer  blthind,  a  aervant, 
eveiT  "IB  supposed  that  aome  other  of  hia  compan 
ions  had  him  under  hia  custody,  and  wb^i  it  began 
abe  whispered  among  them  that  Qorth  bad  actually 
liaappeaied,  they  were  under  such  immediate  ex- 
iBctation  of  an  attati  trom  the  aullawa,  that  il  waa 
wl  bald  conyenieni  la  pay  much  attention  to  tba 
drcumetance.  , 

The  path  up  ' ' 

into  a  diogla,  ti  ■ 

broken,  awom  | 

lowi,  Cediic  I 

pan;  biitneitj  ■ 

ihiough  tbe  d  i 

ibertAm  Willi  I 


ibertem  wi 
the  bmok  « 


W  IVANHOE. 

jinltioanF  lowEuch,  in  thtccanANed  ud  Jl-pn- 
piHiI  oondilion,  i[  wu  impoMible  u>  onbr  i.mn  rwJ 
naiaUDce.  Tbe  ihout  oT  "  A  whila  drafOB  '.--a  wbiu 
dngon !— SiUDl  OMige  ffv  meirr  England!  wu- 
ciie*  adopUd  by  tha  MniUal^  u  beloagins  to  their 
aoumsd  duncteior  Suon  outJBVi,  ma  hmidoa 
•vary  lide,  and  cm  «T«ry  ■>de  ettsmiM  aspaucd  with 
a  npidity  of  advanM  and  attack  wbioi  ■Bsnwd  to 
mottiply  thvir  nuinbefs. 
Boiti  thaSaioacjus&warajsadv  ptiaanaaat  iha 


tOa*r.XSX. 


pnasJTeofluacbancier.  Cednc,  ibeioaiaiit  diatan 
ensmr  mpaaiad,  iaDocbed  at  him  hia  lemaimnB  Uto- 
lin,  imau  Oking  btitet  gfiect  ihao  that  which  he 
had  bulled  at  Faiui,  nailed  the  man  agaiaat  on  oak- 
ttM  thai  hupmeaia  be  cloae  behind  bun.  Iltiu  lar 
atccenfiiL  Cediic  numd  hi*  hone  afpuDei  ■  accoadi 
dnwiog  bie  award  at  tha  same  utne,  and  eliikini 
with  iuch  incMuidetaie  fbi7.  (bat  bia  weapon  an- 

i>  diulnwd  by  the  yiolenee  of  Ine,  own  Mow. 


Haw 


IT,  and  puUed  from  hia 


tRing bArs  be  could diaw  hie  weapoit, 
u[  BHuuiB  any  poature  of  afleetual  defeooe. 

Ilie  atteodanta.  embanUMd  with  baggage,  lt■^ 
pfiaed  ai^  torifiad  at  the  fate  of  their  maater&  Ml 
an  CUT  jnar  u>  the  aiMOanlat  while  the  Ladr 
Kowena,  in  the  centre  of  the  cavalcade,  and  ibe  Jew 
■nd  hii  daughter  in  the  Tear,  expenencod  lhei~~ 
nuaforcone. 

Of  all  the  triin  nDtwi  escaped  ucept  Wambe,  

■bowed  upon  the  occaaioti  much  more  counge  than 
thoiH  who  pretended  to  gtsaler  eenae.  He  pneaeeasd 
himaeUofe  eword  belcnginA  toone  of  the  domeetics, 
who  waa  jtut  drawing  it  with  a  iiidy  and  iiresaluie 
band,  laid  iiaboot  him  like  alien,  drore  bock  •ereral 
--''0  approached  bitn,  and  mode  a  bn*e  t! 


himself  oieipo wared,  Ibe  Jeattr  at  length  threw  him- 
•elT  ftom  hi*  botae,  plunged  into  ibe  thicket,  and 
fimiured  by  the  gennl  coniuBoit,  cacaped  Cram  the 

Tet  Ilia  raUaul  JeMer,  aa  eoon  aa  he  fa 
mk,  beoUted  more  than  mce  wbeihe 
not  nun  bukand  abareibecapiiTityor 
inKim  be  wai  micanly  attacbed. 

"1  bare  heaid  mea  talk  of  the  bleaainga  of  free- 

doBi,"  he  aaid  to  biniaei(  "but  I  wiah  any  wise 

would  leacb  me  what  nae  to  make  of  il  now  tl 


"Only  a  trick  of  the  time^' 
are  all  priaoooa." 
_  "Who  an  pnaoDenl"  eielainiad  Omth,  impa- 

"  My  laid,  and  mr  lady,  and  Athdatanei  and  Hnn- 
dilwrt,  and  Oawald.*' 

"In  ibe  name  of  Qod  f  and  Gurth,  "  luw  eame 


"Tote«MeCedn«." 

"But  you  have  n 
■ud  Wamba. 

"That,"  aaid  Ourlb,  "waa  bnt  while  he  w 
lunata-Mlowmer' 

obey.aibirdpe 

,  and  commtni 

^  dreae  and  arma,  Wamba 

waold  have  eonjeetnred  him  to  be  one  of  thoae  out- 
lawBwho  bad  jual  aiaailed  hia  maaitt )  but,  bondea 
that  he  won  no  iiialk,.the  gUttetinx  Mldric  acmes 
hia  abooldar,  with  iba  neb  biwle-b«l)  wbkb  it  mip- 
pcrled,  a>  wcU  aa  the  calm  and  oommanding  eipna- 
noD  of  hia  loice  and  manner,  made  him,  ttotwith- 
Blandtn*  ihe  twilight,  recogniae  Lockeley  the  yeoman, 

bo  bad  been  yicionotu,  under  such  diaBdvanlageoua 

rcumataneea,  in  the  conleal  for  thej>riie  of  arcnny. 

"Wbal  ia  the  meaning  of  all  ihi^"  aaid  he,  "or 
who  ia  it  that  rifle,  and  lanaom,  and  make  priaoiKn, 
mibeaelbmMT' 

"You  ntay  look  at  ihetr  canocka  doae  by,"  aaid 
Wamba,  "aod  aee  wheiba  they  be  ihy  chddreo'a 
coata  or  no— Ibt  they  are  aa  like  Ibine  own,  aa  one 
green  pea-cod  ia  lo  anniber." 

"I  willleamlbalpreaenlly,"  an^weTed  Lockaley; 
and  1  chargg  yc^  on  peril  of  year  live*,  not  to  ajr 
twm  the  place  where  ye  eland,  nnlil  I  have  relumed. 
Obey  me,  and  ilaball  be  Ibe  better  for  you  and  your 
maatera.— Tet  aiaT,  1  muM  reiuler  nyadf  n  Eke 
theee  men  as  poanMe." 

So  sayiivt  be  unbut^Ied  hia  baldric  wilb  ihe  bufde, 
took  a  miliar  fkom  hia  cap,  and  gave  them  to  Wan^a ; 
then  dnw  a  TUird  from  bia  pouch,  and,  lepeaiing  hia 
cbargeB  to  them  to  atand  Hat,  went  to  execute  hia 
punwaaa  of  nconnoitring. 

"^Sball  we  stand  hat,  Gurth  1"  aaid  Wamba;  "or 
aball  we  e'en  give  faimleg-bail7  In  mjrfoobah  mind, 
he  had  all  the  equipage  a  a  thief  loo  much  ia  readi- 
OM  to  te  himai^  a  (nn  man." 

"Let  htm  be  the  devil,"  said  Oonb,  "an  be  will. 


either  10  fl^l  or 
—    -"nt  arrant 

rldloba>e 


....  Beadee,  I  have  late 
ttuerea  ate  not  the  worst  n 
to  deal  with." 

The  yeoman  TetDtned  in  thecourae  of  a  few  minoles. 

"  Priaid  Gurd^"  he  said,  "I  have  mingled  amou 
yon  men,  and  have  learnt  to  whom  they  belong,  and 
whithar  iher  are  bound.  Tboe  ■,  I  think,  no  chance 
that  ihey  will  proceed  to  any  actual  vidisBca  a^insl 
iheir  pnaooers.  For  three  men  to  aliempt  tbem  at 
thii  moment,  were  little  elee  thin  madneia  {  for  they 
are  good  men  of  war.  and  have,  aa  auch,  placed  aen- 
Imela  to  giye  the  alaitn  when  any  one  appinaclie& 
Bat  I  trust  soon  lo  gather  such  albm^  a*  may  act  in 
defiancBOf  all  tbev  precautiana;  you  are  both  ta- 
vant^  and,  aa  I  think,  DuthM  aervanta,  of  Cedri^  ibo 
Suon,  the  fiiend  of  the  lights  of  BnslidinMD.  He 
shall  not  wont  Enajiab  hands  lo  help  him  in  tbia 
eitremity.    Come  then  with  me,  nnbl  I  gather  moie 


he,  knkiDgattbehaldricBDdbi 
rried,  "that  I  saw  the  arrow  i 
ay  pni^  and  that  not  so  long  d 


nenoa,"  repuea  tne  yeoman,  -  who, 

^lUeloihepieaent  purpoeei  ahoukf 

IBeeyournMSUr,  Tou  will  have  reason  to  think  nw 
the  MBItriend  you  have  ever  had  in  youtlivea.  And 
wfaemer  I  am  anown  by  one  name  or  aiK>ihei^-<a' 
whatber  I  can  draw  a  bow  aa  weD  or  belter  tbon  a 
cow-keeper,  or  triiether  it  '  ' 

■indime  or  by  moonlgh 
do  no  t  ooooem  you,  so  M 


are  manm  which,  as  liwy 


Chap.  XX.} 


tVANHOB. 


n 


**Oiir  beub  an  in  the  Ikm's  mouth,"  taid  Wtmba. 
in  a  whisper  to  Gurth,  "set  them  ont  how  we  can." 

"Hnab-be>ileDt,^8amGtirth.  "  Ofieod  him  not 
by  thy  My,  and  I  tniet  ainceiely  that  all  will  go  weU." 


CHAPTER  XX 

Wlmi  ntann  nitlitf  wtn  ktof  and  drttr, 

Ami  (bratt  walu  wen  dark  tnd  dim, 
How  «wwtl J  on  Um  pOffriai't  «v 

Wm  woqIIo  steal  iba  hannil'a  hjan I 

Davotioa  bonowa  Maaie's  toaa, 

Aad  JfBMC  took  Devotioa'a  wiog ; 
And,  like  Iba  bird  that  haila  tba  Mm, 

Tkaf  soar  to  liaaTsii,  and  soarint  aiiif . 

T%8  Btmit  ^  St  Ckmmf*  WtO, 

It  waa  after  three  homV  ^good  walking  that  the 
aerrants  of  Cedric,  with  their  myattrioua  guide,  ar- 
med at  a  amaU  opening  in  the  foreat,  in  the  centre  of 
which  grew  an  oak-tree  of  enormous  ma^itudoi 
throwing  its  twisted  branches  in  every  dtfection. 
Beneath  this  tree  foar  or  five  yeomen  lay  atretched 
oo  the  ground,  while  another,  as  sentinel,  walked  to 
and  fro  in  the  moonlight  shade. 

Upon  hearing  the  sound  of  feet  approaehiiiA  the 
watch  instantly  gave  the  alarm,  and  the  sleepers  as 
rnddenly  started  up  and  bent  their  bows.  Six  anowa 
placed  on  the  string  were  pointed  towards  the  quar- 
ter from  which  the  travellera  approached,  when  their 
goide,  bemg  recognised,  waa  welcomed  with  every 
token  of  respect  and  attachment,  and  all  sgna  and 
feara  of  a  rough  iteontion  at  once  subsided. 

"Where  is  the  MiDer  f  *  was  his  first  question. 

"On  the  road  towards  Rotheiham." 

"With  how  manyl"  demanded  the  leader,  for auofa 
neaeenedtobe. 

"With  aiz  men,  and  good  hope  of  booty,  if  it  please 
St  Nicholas." 

"Devoutly  spoken,"  said  LodLsleyi  **and  where  is 
ABan-a-Dafer 

"Walked  op  towards  the  Watling-atraet,  to  watch 
(or  the  Prior  of  Jorvaulx."  • 

"That  ia  well  thought  on  also,"  replied  the  Cap- 
tMn ;-"  and  where  is  the  Friar  r 

"InhiacclL" 

"Thither  wiU  I  go,"  aaid  Lockaley.  "Diaperse  and 
aeek  jrour  companions.  Collect  what  force  yon  can, 
for  there's  game  afoot  that  must  be  hunted  hard,  and 
win  torn  to  bay.  Meet  me  here  by  daybreak.— And, 
•tay,"  he  added,  **I  have  forgotten  what  is  moot 
neceanry  of  the  whole— Two  of  you  take  the  road 
Vnckly  towards  Toiquilftone,  the  Castle  of  Front- 
oe-Boeot  A  aet  of  gallants,  who  have  been  maa- 
9^>eiidinR  in  tnch  ruiae  as  our  own,  are  carrying  a 
band  of  priaoi^era  mithei^Watch  them  dooely,  lor 
fv^  if  they  reach  the  castle  before  we  collect  our 
foiee,  our  honour  is  concerned  to  punish  them,  and 
we  will  find  means  to  do  so.  Keep  a  close  watch  on 
uem  tberefine :  and  dispatch  one  of  your  comrades, 
the  iighteit  of  foot,  to  bring  the  news  of  the  yeomen 

Tbey  promised  implicit  obedience,  and  departed 
with  alacrity  on  their  different  errands.  In  the 
iMan  while,  their  leader  and  his  two  companions, 
who  now  looked  upon  him  with  great  respect,  as 
well  as  some  fear,  pursued  their  way  to  the  Chapel 
vCopmanhurst 

When  they  had  reached  the  little  moonlight  glade, 
aaving  in  front  the  reverend,  though  ruinoua  chapel, 
uid  the  rode  hermitage,  so  well  suited  to  ascetio  de- 
^pon,  Wamba  whispered  to  Gurth,  "If  this  be  the 
station  of  a  thief;  it  makes  good  the  oM  proverbs 
<ne  nearer  the  church  the  farther  from  God.— And 
hrmy  cockscomb,"  he  added,  "I  think  it  be  even  so 
THearken  but  to  the  black,  sanctns  wluch  they  are 
■Dging  in  the  hermitage  I" 

.  In  fact  the  anchorite  and  his  guest  were  nerfomi^ 

*^>  at  the  fon  extent  of  their  very  powei^  rangs,  an 

drinking  aong,  of  which  this  was  the  burden  t— 

**  Coow.  trowl  the  brown  bowl  to  ma, 

ftiUyW  bally  boy,  ^_ 
Coaw,  tiowi  tliatNown  bowl  to  ma  t 

Ho  t  ioUy  Jankio,  I  m  a  knave  in  drinkisff, 
iliowl  the  brown  bowl  to  ma.** 


^( 


Now,  that  as  not  iU  sung,"  said  Wanbt,  who  had 


thrown  in  a  few  of  his  own  flourishes  to  help  ont  the 
chorus.  **  But  who.  in  the  saint's  name,  ever  expected 
to  have  heard  such  a  jolly  chant  come  fiom  out  a 
hermit's  cell  at  midni^t  1"^ 

V  Marry,  that  shouldl,"  said  Gurth,  "for  the  iqUy 
Clerk  oTuopmanhurst  is  a  known  man,  and  lulla 
half  the  deer  that  are  stolen  in  this  walk.  Men  say 
that  the  keeper  has  complained  to  his  ofildal,  and 
that  he  will  oe  stripped  of  his  cowl  and  cope  altch 
gether.  if  he  keep  not  better  order." 

While  ther  Were  thus  speakins,  Lockslev's  loud 
and  repeated  knocks  had  at  lengtn  disturbed  the  an^ 
chorite  and  his  guest  "  By  my  beads."  said  the  het^ 
mit,  stopping  anort  in  a  grand  flouriah,  **  here  come 
more  benighted  gueats.  I  would  not  for  my  cowl 
that  they  found  us  in  this  goodly  exercise.  All  men 
have  their  enemies,  good  SHr  Sluggard ;  and  there  be 
those  malignant  enough  to  construe  the  hospitable  \ 
refreshment  which  I  nave  been  offering  to  you,  a 
weary  traveller,  for  the  matter  of  three  abort  oonrs, 
into  sheer  dnmkennees  and  debauchery,  vices  alike 
alien  to  my  profession  and  my  disposition." 

"  Base  calumniators !"  replied  the  knight  t  **  I  would 
I  had  the  chastising  of  them.  Nevertheless,  Holy 
Clerk,  it  is  true  that  all  have  their  enemies :  and  there 
be  those  in  this  very  land  whom  I  would  rather  speak 
to  through  the  bars  of  my  helmet  than  barefaced." 

"  Get  Thine  iron  pot  on  thy  head  then,  friend  Sliw- 

gard,  as  qtiickly  as  thy  nature  will  permit,"  said  the 
ermit,  "  while  I  remove  these  pewter  flagons,  whose 
late  contents  run  strangely  in  mine  own  pate  {  and  to 
drown  the  dattei^for,  m  fiaith,  I  feel  aomewhat 
unateady-TStrike  into  the  tune  which  thou  hearest 
me  sing ;  it  is  no  matter  for  the  words— I  scarce  know 
them  myself." 

So  saving;  he  struck  up  a  thundering  Z>eorqAmdCa 
damavtj  under  cover  of  which  he  removed  the  wpa^ 
ratus  or  their  banquet ;  while  the  knic^ijL  kughmg 
heartily,  and  arming  luroself  all  the  while,  assisted 
his  host  with  his  voice  from  time  to  time  as  his  mirth 
permitted.  _  .       ^ 

"  What  devil's  matins  are  you  after  at  this  hoar  T 
aaid  a  voice  fh>m  without 

**  Heaven  forxive  you.  Sir  Traveller  f  said  the  her- 
mit, whose  own  noise,  and  perhaps  his  nocturnal 
poutions,  prevented  from  recognising  accents  which 
were  tolerable  familiar  to  him—"  Wend  on  your  war, 
in  the  name  of  God  and  Saint  Dunstan,  and  distun 
not  the  devotions  of  me  and  my  holy  brother.", 

"  Mad  priest,"  answered  the  voice  from  without, 
**  open  to  Locksley  f ' 

'VAll's  safb— alTs  right,"  said  the  hermit  to  hm 
companion. 

"But  who  is  her  said  the  Bladt  Knli^t}  ''it 
importa  me  much  to  know."  ..  . 

"^Who  is  bel"  answered  the  hermit;  "I  teU  thee 
he  is  a  friend."  .  ,      .... 

"But  what  friend r*  answered  the kni^ts  "for  he 
maybe  friend  to  thee  and  none  of  miner' 

••Vhat  friend r  replied  the  hermiti  "that,  now, 
is  one  of  the  questkms  that  is  moreeaaly  asked  than 
answered.  What  friend  1— why.  he  is,  now  that  I 
bethink  me  a  little,  the  very  samehonest  keeper  I  told 
theeof  a  whilesmce."  .  , 

"Ay,  as  honest  a  keeper  as  thou  art  a  pipashn^ 
mlt,"  repUed  the  kni^t,  "I  doubt  it  not  But  mido 
the  door  to  him  before  he  beat  it  from  its  hmges." 

The  do«8,  m  the  mean  time,  which  had  mnde  m 
dreadful  baying  at  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
turbance,  seemed  now  to  recognise  the  voice  of  hun 
who  stood  without :  for  totally  changmg  mm  man- 
ner, they  scratched  and  whined  at  the  djwr,  as  if 
mterceding  for  his  admission.  ?l>e  henmt  iwwhiy 
unbolted  his  portal,  and  admitted  Locksley,  witn  nis 
two  companions.  .   .  . 

"  Why.  hermit,"  was  the  yeoman's  first  qoestam  as 
soon  as  be  beheld  the  knight,  "what  boon  companton 

hast  thou  here?"         ,    „      ..  ,  u  ^      ^i^i.-      • 
"  A  brother  of  our  order,"  rephed  .the  friar,  ahAing  • 
his  head ;  "we  have  been  at^our  onsons  aU  ■ight" 
"He  is  a  monk  of  the  church  mihtant,  I  think;' 
answered  Locksley;  "and  there  be  more  of  them 
abroad.   I  tell  thee,  friar,  thou  mrnrt  lay  down  thj 
rosary  and  take  up  the  qaaiter-fCaff;  we  shall  nssd 


tTOT  oM  of  oiB  moriT  dud,  whetbar  dak 

maa.— Bui,"  he  added,  uking  btm  ■  wUo  uk.^ 

thoa  mad  1  lojive  adiniltaiioa  lo  t  knisfal  thou  doat 
noiknowl   Hill  thou  DinEoi  our  inicWl" 

''NoikiMwliinil"nfilieJlhs&iiT,baldtr."llu]aw 
bim  u  well  u  the  beiK*>'  knowi  hji  dub. 

'And  what  JBhigDamc^  lluaT'dtmlndedLocluleT. 
His  luuns,"  nid  lbs  hermit— "bii  name  is  Sii 
Anthanj'  of  Scnbalaume— ai  if  I  would  diink  with  ■ 
,  mail,  tiid  did  not  luiow  hia  nameT 

"  HiDa  bin  bean  drinkiDjt  more  than  Bnoiwh, 
friar,"  uid  (he  woadwDBD.  "andireai.praUDfinioro 
'ban  ffntnign  loo^" 

"  Oood  yeoman,"  said  the  kniRbt,  comine  rorward, 
"be  not  wrolh  with  my  merry  hoel.  He  did  hul 
mBM  me  ihe  haspilalily  which  I  would  hue  com- 
peUed  from  him  if  he  had  refused  iL" 

"Thou  compell"  eoid  the  friar;  "wait  bal  till  I 
baie  changed  Ihii  giayROwn  Cot  a  gieen  caaacKk, 
and  if  I  make  not  a  quaner-ataff  rinft  twelve  upon 
iby  pate,  1  am  neither  true  clerk  nor  good  wooda- 

While  ha  apoke  Ihua,  he  alript  off  hia  gown,  and 
■nMared  in  a  cloae  black  buckram  doublet  and  dnw- 
eiiorer  which  he  qieedily  did  on  acaaaockof  green, 
and  hose  of  the  game  colour.  "  I  pray  theetrusa  my 
pointa,"  aaid  he  to  Wambg,  "  and  thou  alialt  have  a 
cup  of  aack  for  iby  labour, 

,  Gramercy  lor  thy  aack,"  aaid  Wamba;  "but 
thiak'ai  [hau  il  ie  lawful  for  me  to  aid  you  to  tnma- 
laiTtnilforeeterT" 
.,  J  will  bul  coaleBa 
-_____._,  ^._.  -„„  _  my  gmyfriar'a  frock, 
and  alt  itiall  ba  well  again." 

"Amenr'aiuwareduMJealer;  "a  broadcloth  peni- 

it  should  ba<m  t  uekeloth  confeoaor,  and  your 


noiley  d 


^  aainng,  he  aeeommodaied  iba  friar  with  bia 
asaiatance  in  nring  the  ondleas  number  of  pcnnla,  aa 
Ihe  lacea  which  attached  (he  hose  lo  ihe  dooblel  were 
than  termed. 

While  they  were  thua  employed,  Lockaley  led  the 
kni^t  alinlaapart  andaddreaaedhimthua:— "De- 
njr  II  not.  Sir  Kni^t^you  are  he  who  decidGd  the 
nclory  to  the  adyonta^  of  the  English  againat  the 
Mtangera  on  the  secoad  day  of  the  tournament  at 

"And  wbal  fbUowa  if  you  gueaa  truly,  good  yeo 
manT'  rallied  tba  knight. 

I  MMuM  in  thai  eaae  bold  you,"  rqriied  the  yeo- 
muL  "  a  friend  to  the  weaker  party." 

"  Such  ulbedutyofatinekni^tal  least,"  rqilied 
the  Blocs  CihsmptDnt  "and  I  would  not  wilhngly 
thai  ihete  wan  reason  lothinkotiurwiaeofme." 

"Bal  for  my  pmpoM^"  aaid  the  yeoman,  "ihou 
ahouldat  b«  aa  well  a  uod  Engliahman  aa  a  good 
kugfat ;  for  dial,  which  1  have  lo  apeak  oC,  concema, 
indeed,  the  duly  of  every  bonaal  mail,  bul  ia  more 
enecislly  thai  of  a  iTua-bom  native  of  EnslaQd." 

"You  can  9Mklo  no  one,"  replied  iba  knight,  "lo 
whom  England,  and  ibe  lib  o(  every  Enguidunan, 
can  be  deaiet  tun  n  me." 

I  would  wiUii^y  believe  so,"  sud  tba  woodsman, 
"  fbr  never  bad  ihii  caunnv  aocb  need  lo  be  aupparted 
br  those  who  love  her.  ilearma,  audi  will  tell  ihee 
<a  an  entoiiiiiae^  in  which,  if  thou  ba'ai  leally  that 
wfaicb  ihou  Beadiest,  ihou  mayal  lake  an  honourable 
twrL  AbaiidafviUaiaa,in  ihediaguiBeorbeltermen 
tlian  ihemselve*,  nave  nude  themaelvei  maaler  of 
the  person  of  s  noble  ^ngliahman,  called  Cedric  the 
Ssion,  toBetbar  with  bis  wsrd,  and  hia  friend  Athel- 
suae  of  ConuiMtHir^  snd  have  iranaported  them 
to  a  castle  in  Ibis  foTMi.  called  Tarquilnone,  I  aak 
of  ibse,  aa  a  good  knight  and  a  good  Englishman, 
wiJt  tbou  aid  in  ibejr  rescue  T" 

"I  am  bound  by  my  vow  lo  do  so,"  re|>liad  the 
kmithi  i  "  bat  I  would  wiUingly  know  who  you  era, 
'  wfaoreiiuMt  my  aasistsnce  in  Iheir  behalf r 

lam,"  said  the Ibreaier,  "a  nameless  mant  bal  I 
am  the  ftiend  of  my  country,  and  of  my  country's 
mends— With  this  account  of  me  you  mint  fbr  the 
pnaeat  remain  saiiaBed,  the  more  e^wnally  sinee 
m  ooknown.    Bdksve^ 


ve  il,"  aaidlhc  knight;  "I  hav« 
1  ali^y  men'a  countenances  and 
I  honealy  and  reaolutian.    1  will. 
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however,  lliat  my  word,  wfaan  pledged,  is  aa  inviolair 
0*  if  I  wore  golden  apu 

"  I  willinjdy  believe 
been  accustomed  lo  at — ,  _. 
I  can  read  in  thine  honealy  . 

therefoiB,  aak  thee  no  further  ., ,  _-  —  .. — 

in  setting  al  freedom  theaeoppreaaedcaptiveai  which 
done,  I  truat  we  shall  part  better  acquamted,  and  well 
saliaiiod  with  each  other," 

"So,"  said  Wamba  to  Gurth,— lor  the  frur  bcayi 
now  (ally  equipped,  the  Jeater,  having  appioacbed  to 
the  other  aide  of  the  hut,  had  haoid  (be  oODCluaion  of 
the  conveiaation,— " So  we  have  aol  a  newallyl — I 
trust  Ihe  valour  of  ihs  knight  will  be  truer  metal  than 
the  reluion  of  the  hermit,  or  the  honisly  of  ihe  yto- 
man  i  for  ihia  Locksley  looks  like  a  bora  deer-slealer, 
and  [he  priest  like  a  lusty  hypocrite." 

"Hold  thy  pewx,  Wamba,"  aaid  Gunh;  "i(  mar 
all  be  as  thou  doet  gueaa;  but  were  the  homed  devi 
to  rise  and  profler  me  his  aaaislance  lo  set  at  liberty 
Cednc  and  the  Lady  Rowens,  1  fear  1  should  hardly 
have  r^iyian  enough  to  refuae  the  foul  fiend's  oBa, 
and  bid  him  gel  behind  mi" 

llie  friar  was  now  coi 

a  s  riioulder.    He  left  bia  call 

at  ind,  having  carefijlly  loi^ed 

(h  y  under  the  threshold. 

.  to  do  good  aertiee.  friar," 
as  he  brown  bowl  atill  run  in 


th 


tnin,  and  of  inatabtliiy 
preaenlly  see  both  pass 


So  laYing,  he  Mcpped  lo  the  atone  baeui,  in  whioh 
(he  wa[era  of  (he  IbunUin  as  (hey  fell  Ibmwd  bubbW 
which  danced  in  the  white  nuunli^thl,  and  look,  ao 
king  a  draught  aa  if  lie  had  meant  to  exhaust  the 

"  Wlien  didat  (hou  drink  aa  deep  a  dnu^t  of  water 
before,  Holy  Clerk  of  Copmanhuntr  aaid  the  Block 


leiimenoUingiaaruiKOuimypanDn  SDOimiy  nen. 

Tlien  plungmg  his  hands  and  head  into  the  Ibun- 

(ain,  he  waahed  from  them  all  marks  of  the  midnighl 


'nina  ref[«ahed  and  sobq^  the  Jolly 

his  besn  paniBan  round  hia  head  with  .. 

~  '  'le  had  been  balandng  a  reed,  exclaiming 
■     ihf-  '-' ""- — 


three  flngera, 

.,  „-„ - , aiming  at  ihe 

time,  "Where  be  thoae  falae  raviahers.  who 


■Swearesi  thou,  Holy  Clerki"  aaid  tba  Black 

"Clerk  me  no  Cleiis,"  replied  ihe  iranafbnDed 
priest  I  "bv  Saint  George  and  the  Dragon,  I  am  uo 
hmger  a  shaveling  than  while  my  frock  la  on  tny 
back— When  I  am  cased  in  my  green  casaodi.  I  wiB 
drink,  Bwear,  and  woo  a  laas,  with  any  blithe  Ibreaur 

the  Wesi  Riding." 

"Come  on.  Jack  Priest,"  said  Lockalcy,  "and  be 
-Jenii  Ihou  art  aanoiaysaa  whole  eonveni  on  a  holy 
ere,  when  (ho  Father  Abbol  baa  gone  lo  bed.— Come 
on  you.UH,  mymaslera,  larry  not  to  lalkofit- 1  say, 
come  on,  we  must  collect  all  our  (orcea,  and  few 
enough  we  shall  have,  if  we  are  to  slorm  the  Csstla  of 
Reginald  Pront-de-B<Euf." 

'"^What  I  Is  it  PrantH]e-Bo>ul,"  aaid  (he  Black 
Knicht,  "  who  has  euipt  on  the  king's  highway  (he 
king's  liege  subjecis  1— la  he  turned  ifaief  and  (^iprw- 
«or1" 

"  Oppressor  ha  ever  was,"  said  Lockatey. 

"And  fbrthie("  aaid  the  priest,  "1  doubt  if  evierbs 
half  sobonestamanaamanyathief^lny 


"Hove  on.  priest,  and  be  silent,"  aaid  tbeyaooiaii) 
'-  — a  belter  you  led  the  way  lo  the  place  of  r«~ 
-L --It  ahooW  be  lef -"—'■'  '■— ■■ 


deiTODi^  than  aay  what 


,  than  aay  w 
tndivodeDl 


M  left  nuaaid.  both  in 


Chap.  XXL] 
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CHAPTER  XXL 


Aka,  how  Btny  boon  and  rean  have  put, 
RiDee  hMDaoforauhave  round  this  taolo  sate, 
X    Or  lamp, » taper,  on  it'*  anrfaca  fl<«m'd  i 
MethJakf,  Ihear  the  toond  of  time  lonf  paii'd 
8ti2l  amnmuiBff  o'or  iw,  in  the  lofty  tomT 
or  tbase  dark  archea,  like  tho  linjpnnf  roieea 
Of  tboM  who  long  within  their  gravea  hare  alepL 

Orra, «  Trsft^. 

While  these  measares  were  taking  in  behalf  of 
Cednc  and  his  coropanioDs,  the  armed  men  by  whom 
the  latter  had  been  seized,  hurried  their  captives 
along  towards  the  place  of  security,  where  they  in- 
tended to  imprison  them.  But  darkness  came  on 
fiuu  and  the  paths  of  the  wood  seemed  but  imper- 
&cijy  known  to  the  marauders.  They  were  com- 
pelled to  make  several  long  halts,  and  once  or  twice  to 
return  on  their  road  to  resume  the  direction  which 
they  wished  to  pursue.  The  sumnier  mom  had  dawned 
won  them  ere  thev  oould  travel  in  full  assurance  that 
ther  held  the  rknt  path.  But  confidence  returned 
wiu  light  and  the  cavalcade  now  moved  rapidly  for- 
ward. Mean  while,  the  foIk>wing  dialojgue  took  place 
between  the  two  leaders  of  the  bandittL 

!  Itjs  time  thou  shouldst  leave  us,  Sir  Maurice," 
nid  toe  Templar  to  De  Bracy,  **  in  order  to  prepare 
the  second  part  of  thy  mystery.  Thou  art  next,  thou 
knowcst,  to  act  the  Knight  Deliverer." 

"I have  thought  better  of  it,"  said  De  Bracy;  \'I 
wiU  not  leave  thee  till  the  prize  is  fairly  deposited  in 
F^nt-de-Bcmif 's  castle.  There  will  I  appear  before 
we  Lady  Rowena  in  mine  own  shig;>e,  and  trust  that 
■be  ndll  set  down  to  the  vehemence  of  my  passion  the 
violence  of  which  I  have  been  guilty." 

And  what  has  made  thee  change  thy  plan,  De 
BncrT'  replied  the  Knight  Templar. 

Toat  concerns  thee  nothing,  answered  his  com- 
panion. 

"I would  hope,  however,  Sir  Knight,"  said, the 
Templar,  "that  this  alteration  of  measures  arises 
vom  no  suspicion  of  my  honourable  meaning,  such 
uFitzurse  endeavoured  to  instil  into  theel" 
^    By  thoughts  are  my  own,"  answered  De  Bracv ; 

the  fiend  laugiis,  they  say,  when  one  thief  robs 
another;  and  we  know,  that  were  he  to  spit  fire  and 
bnmstone  instead,  it  woidd  never  prevent  a  Templar 
tioin  folVjwing  his  beftL" 

"  Or  the  leader  of  a  Free  Company."  answered  the 
Temdar,  "from  <lreading  at  the  hands  of  a  comrade 
ura  friend,  the  itajustice  he  does  to  all  mankind." 

This  is  unprojntable  and  perilous  recrimination," 
answered  De  Bracy;  "suffice  it  to  say,  I  know  the 
OMnls of  the  Tempje-Order,  and  I  wilinot  give  thee 
the  power  of  cheating  me  out  of  the  fair  prey  for 
<^^  I  have  run  such  risks." 

P»aw,'»  replied  the  Templar,  "what  hast  thou  to 
icar7--T1ioa  knowest  the  vows  of  our  order." 

Right  wed,"  said  De  Bracy,  "  and  also  how  they 
are  kept  Come,  Sir  Templar,  the  laws  of  gallantry 
have  a  fiberal  interpretatk>n  in  Palestine,  and  this  is 
a  .case  in  which  1  will  trust  nothing  to  your  con- 
•aencc." 

"Hear  the  troth,  then,"  said  the  Templar;  **Ioare 
not  for  your  blue-eyed  beauty.  There  is  in  that  train 
«»  who  will  make  me  a  better  mate." 

.  What!  wouldst  thou  stoop  to  the  waiting  dam- 
sel T  said  De  Bracy. 
^  "No,  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  Templar,  haughtily. 

To  the  waiting-woman  will  I  not  stoop.  I  nave  a 
pme  among  the  captives  as  lovsly  as  thine  own." 

.  ,By  the  mass,  thou  meanest  the  fair  Jewess !" 
aaid  De  Bracy. 

"And  if  I  do,"  said  Bois-Guilbert,  "  who  shall  gam- 
•tymeT 

*No  one  that  I  know,"  said  De  Bracy,  **  unless  it 
be  your  vow  of  celibacy,  or  a  check  of  conscience  for 
an  mtrigne  with  a  Jewess." 

For  my  vow,"  sakl  the  Templar,  "our  Grand 
Master  hath  granted  me  a  dispensation.  And  for 
ny  ooiBBcienccL  a  man  that  has  slain  three  hundred 
Saracens,  need  not  reckon  up  every  little  failing,  like 
a  villags  girl  at  her  fint  confession  upon  Good  Fri- 
dav  eve." 

"llioa  knowest  best  thme  own  privileges,"  said 
De  Bracy.    **  Yet,  I  would  have  sworn  thy  thought 


had  been  more  on  the  old  usurer's  money  bags,  than 
on  the  black  eyes  of  the  daughter." 

"  I  can  admire  both,"  answered  the  Templar ;  "be- 
sides, the  old  Jew  is  but  half-prize.  I  must  share  his 
spoils  with  Front-de-BcBUJ^  who  will  not  lend  us  the 
use  of  his  castle  for  nothing.  I  must  have  something 
that  I  can  term  exclusively  my  own  by  this  foray  <n 
ours,  and  I  have  fixed  on  the  lovely  Jewess  as  my  pe- 
culiar prize.  But,  now  thou  knowest  my  drift,  thou  wilt 
resume  thine  own  original  plan,  wilt  thou  not  7— Thou 
hast  nothing,  thou  seest,  to  fear  from  my  interference." 

"No,"  replied  De  Bracy,  "I  wUI  remam  beside 
my  prize.  What  thou  sayst  is  passing  true,  but  I 
luLe  not  the  pnrileges  acquired  by  the  disi)ensation  ol 
the  Grand  Master,  and  tho  merit  acqmred  by  the 
slaughter  of,  three  hundred  Saracens.  You  have 
too  good  a  right  to  a  free  pardon,  to  render  you  very 
scrupulous  about  peccadilloes." 

While  this  dialogue  was  proceeding,  Cedric  was 
endeavouring  to  wring  out  of  those  who  guarded 
hmi  an  avowal  of  their  character  and  pmpose.  "  Yon 
should  be  Englishmen,"  said  he;  "ana  yet,  sacred 
Heaven !  you  prey  upon  your  countrymen  as  if  you 
WCTe  very  Normans.  You  should  be  my  neighbours, 
and,  if  so,  my  friends ;  for  which  of  my  English  neigh- 
bpura  have  reason  to  be  otherwise?  I  tell  ye,  yeomen, 
that  even  those  among  ye  who  have  been  orandea 
with  outlawry  have  had  from  me  protection ;  for  I 
have  pitied  their  miseries,  and  curat  the  oppression  oi 
their  tyrannic  nobles.  What  then,  would  you  have 
of  me  7  or  in  what  can  this  vk)Ience  serve  ye  7— Ye  are 
worse  than  brute  beiists  in  your  actions,  andwfll  you 
imitate  them  in  their  very  dumbness  7" 

It  was  in  vain  that  Cedric  expostulated  with  his 
fi^ards,  who  had  too  many  good  reasons  for  their 
nlence  to  be  induced  to  break  it  either  by  his  wrath 
or  his  expostulations.  They  continued  to  hurry  him 
along,  travelling  at  a  very  rapid  rate,  until,  at  the 
end  of  an  avenue  of  huge  trees,  arose  Torquilstone, 
now  the  hoary  and  ancient  castle  of  Reginald  Front- 
de-B(Bu£  It  was  a  fortress  of  no  great  size,  consist- 
ing of  a  donion.  or  large  and  high  square  tower,  sur- 
rounded by  buildings  of  inferior  height,  which  were 
encircled  hy  an  inner  court-yard.  Around  the  ex- 
terior of  the  wall  was  a  deep  moat,  supplied  with  water 
from  a  neighbouring  rivulet  Front-ae-Bceuf,  whose 
character  placed  him  often  at  feud  with  his  enemies, 
had  made  considerable  additions  to  the  strength  of 
his  castle,  by  building  towera  upon  the  outward  wall, 
so  as  to  flank  it  at  every  angle.  The  access,  as 
usual  in  castles  of  the  period,  lay  through  an  arohed 
barbican,  or  outworic,  which  was  terminated  and  de- 
fended by  a  small  turret  at  each  corner. 

Cedric  no  sooner  saw  the  turrets  of  Front-de- 
Boeuf 's  castle  raise  their  gray  and  moss-grown  bat- 
tlements, glimmering  in  the  morning  sun  above  the 
wood  by  which  they  were  surrounded,  than  he  in- 
stantly augured  more  truly  concerning  the  cause  oi 
his  misfortune. 

"I  did  injustice,"  he  said,  "to  the  thieves  and  out- 
laws of  these  woods,  when  I  supposed  such  banditti 
to  belong  to  their  bands ;  I  might  as  justly  have  con- 
founded the  foxes  of  these  brakes  with  the  ravening 
wolves  of  France.  Tell  me,  ye  dogs— is  it  my  hfe  or 
my  wealth  that  yotff  master  aims  at  7  Is  it  too  much 
that  two  Saxons^  myself^  and  the  noble  Athelstane, 
should  hold  land  m  tne  country  which  was  once  the 
patrimony  of  our  race  7— Put  us  then  to  death,  and 
complete  your  tyranny  by  taking  our  lives,  as  you 
began  with  our  liberties.  If  the  Saxon  Cedric  can- 
not rescue  England,  he  is  willing  to  die  for  her.  Tell 
your  tyrannical  master,  I  do  only  beseech  him  to  dis- 
miss the  Lady  Rowena  in  honour  and  safety. ,  She 
is  a  woman,  and  he  need  not  dread  her :  and  with  us 
will  die  aU  who  dare  fight  in  her  cause. 

The  attendants  remained  as  mute  to  this  address 
as  to  the  former,  and  they  now  stood  before  the  gate 
of  the  castle.  De  Bracy  winded  his  horn  three  times, 
and  the  archera  and  cross-bow  men,  who  had  manned 
the  wall  upon  seeing  their  approach,  hastened  to 
lower  the  drawbridge,  and  admit  them.  The  pri- 
ssnen  were  compelled  by  then-  guards  to  alight,  and 
were  conducted  to  an  apartment  where  a  hasty  repast 
was  oflfored  them,  of  which  none  but  Athelstane  felt 

I 


n  chinUwr  iptrt  from  RowetiL    Re- 
— --.  1  uid  thoy  were  coaraelled  ic  '~' 

-.jm,  which  rising  on  clunuy  S 

pUlnn.  resembled  Ihow  lefecunies  and  chspUobi 
wtiicb  laty  be  (till  Ken  in  ibe  motl  uicieiK  pai 
our  toMt  ancieal  niDDulerie*. 

The  Ladjr  Rowaoa  wu  neit  Mptrated  from  faer 
tnin,  lad  eonductsl,  with  couite*;,  indeed,  bui  r"' 
■B.1I.AMI  ~>'<-"i*:— '  her  JnclinttioD,  loidiitanl  ip 
■larmins  dininnion  wu  i 
ji  ipite  of  her  ftlho'*  enireai 

mej,  in  this  oiiRmiigr  of  diitr.; , 

[hi  be  penoilied  to   »bide  with   him. 


resembled 


witbout  cooiuit 

mint    Th«  u 

bnad  oa  Sebecca, 


i^'ct- 


tby  daughier  10  parialiB  il."  And,  without  flirther 
diMUSsioD,  Iho  old  Jew  wu  Ibrcibly  dragged  off  in  a 
diflerenf  direclion  from  ibe  other  primnera.  The 
domeeticB.  after  bong  carefully  Mucbed  imij  die- 
knned,  were  confined  in  another  pari  of  the  caatle; 
aiid  Rowena  wu  refuaed  even  tbe  oomrort  ihe 
might  have  deriTod^m  the  attendance  of  bar  hand- 
maiden Etiilha. 

The  apartment  in  which  the  Suon  cbiofa  were 
confined,  for  to  tbem  we  turn  our  firat  attention, 
althougb  at  present  n*ed  aa  a  eon  oF  guard-room, 
had  fonneily  been  tbe  great  haQ  of  itae  caatle.  It 
waa  now  abandoned  to  meaner  putpowa.  becaaae  the 
pneeni  lord,  among  oiber  idditiona  lo  the  conie- 
nienee,  aecurily,  and  beauty  of  bia  baronial  rendence, 
bad  erected  a  new  and  noble  hall,  whiHe  Taultad 
'  '    '  ~  'liar  and  men  elegant  pil- 

, , It  higher  degree  of  oroi- 

._.„^  h  ibe  Nomiaiu  had  already  introduced 

into  srchiteclura. 

Cedric  paced  ibe  apartmeni,  filled  wiib  indipiani 
reSeetmni  on  tbe  past  and  on  tbe  preaent,  wfaile  tbe 
apathy  of  hia  companion  aerred,  inatead  of  panence 
and  philoaophjr,  10  defend  bim  againil  every  thing 
MTo  Ibe  inconyenieiice  of  ibe  preaeal  moment  1  and 
m  tiule  did  be  feel  even  tbia  laii,  thit  he  waa  only 
from  time  lo  time  rouaed  to  a  ni>lT  br  Cediic'a  imi- 
nuiad  and  impaaaioned  appeal  lo  him. 

"re^"nid  Cedric,  h^awking  to  himaett  and 
half  addraaaog  himaelf  to  AuielMane, "  it  waa  in  t  hia 
very  hall  that  my  father  feoatol  willi  Totquil  Woif- 
ganger,  when  be  entertained  tbe  valiant  and  unfor- 
tunate Harold,  then  advaneine  againat  the  Norws- 
maiu,  who  had  united  ihemeeTvea  to  Ibe  rebel  Tosli. 
Il  was  in  this  hall  thai  Harold  returned  tbe  magnani- 
moua  anawet  10  lbs  ambaiaador  of  hie  rt/bei  brother. 
Oft  have  I  heard  my  biher  kindle  aa  he  told  the  tale. 
The  envov  of  Tosli  waa  admitted,  when  ihii  ample 
roomcouldBcajcB  contain  the  crowd  of  noble  Saion 
leaders,  who  were  quaffing  the  blood-red  wine  annmd 
their  monardi." 

at  moTed  by 


"The  hall  rang  with  acclamatianB,  and  cup  and 
bom  was  filled  10  the  NorweglBti,  who  ahoold  be 
speedily  in  poaaeaaton  of  bia  Engii^  lemtory." 

"1  could  have  pledged  bim  with  all  my  anil,"  said 
Athelatane,  "  for  my  longne  cleaves  10  my  palstSL" 
"  Tlie  baffled  envoy,"  continued  Cednc,  Dumins 
h  anunation  his  tale,  though  il  interested  not  tbe 
Bner,  "Ktrealed  to  cany  to  Toeti  and  hiaallrlhe 
inouB  anawBT  of  bia  injured  brother.    It  was  theo 

t  tbe  dislanliowtaeofY'o^ai^lhe  bloody  atreanu 

of^thepcrwent,*  beheld  that  djtAil  coaflict,  in  which. 


sseil— Who  wooia 
in  a  few  brief  days^ 
f  bis  kingdom,  than 
is  wrath  u>  the  Nor- 
ve  thought  that  yon, 
cended  of  Hanrid'a 
waa  not  ibe  worst 
ottld  be  prisoDcn  to 
in  which  our  aacea 

llhelatane;  "but  I 

be  their  purpoae  to  starve  ita  outngbt ; 
—i  :.  ..  L.-i,  noon,  I  see  no  prepnn- 

Loc4  lb  at  the  window, 

noble  Cedric,  and  judge  by  Ibe  sunbeams  if  il  is  not 
""the  verge  of  ooon.'^ 

Il  maybe  eo,"  answered  Cednc t  "but!  eannot 
i  on  that  ataiiisd  lattice  without  ila  awah«ung 
er  reflectione  than  those  which  concern  the  paas- 
moment.  or  ita  privations.  When  that  window 
..J  inoufdil,  my  noble  friend,  our  ban!)'  fathera 

knew  not  the  art  of  making  "'""   — '"" 

The  ^e  of  WoUganger's 


BJid  yet,  althoiigh  it 


of  making  glass,  or  of  at       _  . 

_. —  _  ..jUganger's  filhor  brought  an  artist 

from  Normandy  10  adorn  his  hall  with  this  new  spe- 
eioa  of  emblatoamenl,  Ibat  breaka  tbe  golden  bghl 
of  God's  bleaaed  day  into  so  many  fantaailc  hues. 
The  forcignsT  cams  bsrs  poor,  beggnrlr.  r- — ^ — 

nativeof  thehou 

proud,  to  tell  his  rapacious  ec , 

and  the  simpUcity  of  the  Saxon  noblea— a  lolly,  oh, 
Albelstane,  fbidioded  of  oli^  as  well  aa  foreseen,  by 
tboae  deacindsnis  of  Henfpai  and  bia  hardy  tribes, 
who  retained  tbe  simplicity  of  their  mannen.  We 
made  dies*  sinuiflere  our  bosom  (Hands,  our  confi- 
dential aervanta ;  we  borrowed  thar  artists  and  thetr 
arts,  and  deaxaed  the  honest  tiiDplicily  snd  hardi- 
hood with  wnicb  our  brave  ancestors  supported  Ibem- 
aelves,  and  we  became  enervated  by  Norman  att* 
long  oe  we  fell  under  Norman  aims.  Farbetler  waa 
our  liomely  diet,  ealen  in  peace  and  Uberty,  than  ib« 

UoB&   'nx^^^^tUa  allwM  lg  in  Uie  Bnl,  AHftit  aad 


oTYoAiaaTCtnltomd  la.  n*  tblhat^  mislaks  mi  aofalvd 
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iDmnmia  diinlW,  'h*  lore  of  which  hathdalimadni   liinah  witii  M  much  vnlouieH  if  it  htdlwm  blown 
wbnndamca  to  thslbnieli  moqucrarl"  bsfbre  to  anchuileti  caitle  by  the  daatiDed  knight,  at 

"' •bould."  nfitied  Athsltuuie,  "bold  Tcry  liuniUs    whon  kimniiuu  halls  and   towera,  barbican   and    ■ 

a  iiuDrrat  preaenl;  andii  ailuoishM  me,  noble   batllemani,  vera  to  roll  off  liks  a  maming  Taponr. 

Cednc,lhat|roacafib«*rsolrulvinniindtb<nwingly  ThaSaiona  atanad  rtiim  [ha  table,  nnd  hiatraiMl  to 

^r. — .J — 1_  _.» —  :. .L  —  f„».^  ik.  .»-»    ik.  — »j^^^    Bul  [heir  cuiioaity  waa  diaappointed  t 

NidMB  onljr  loolud  upon  (he  ooun  of  tba 

-J — , d  tha  •Qund  came  from  bwoad  itApiecincta. 

Us  aummona.  howerer,  aeetned  of  imponanixi,  for  s 
oousidaabiB  degree  of  bnnle  inaiantly  look  place  in 


c  loat,"  imittered  Cednc  apan  and  impa- 

tientli',  "u  qwak  [0  him  of  aught  eUe  but  ibat  which 
coDOtma  hi*  appetite  I  Tha  huI  of  Hanlicanuta  hath 


laaen  ponuuMuoo  uj  mm,  hiiu  n« 
aaie  to  fill,  to  awiIL  and  to  call 
aaid  he,  lookuig  at  Athelaiane  with 


for  It 


-I  dull  a  qiirit  ahimld  be  lodged  in  eo  goodly  a  forni  1 
Alaat  that  aoch  an  enlerpnae  as  ibe  legeuarstkMi  of 
En^aod  aboukl  turn  on  a  hinn  so  impaftcl  1  Wed- 
dodlo  Roweaa,  indeod,  her  nobler  and  inoi«  generous 
aoul  may  yet  awake  the  better  nature  which  la  torpil 
witbin  him.  Tet  how  ahould  thia  b^  whileBowaoa, 
Alhelsune,  and  I  myselt  remain  the  phaonera  ot  this 
bniwl  marauder,  aod  have  been  mada  >o  peibape 
from  a  ■enae  of  ihe  dongeia  which  our  liberty  might 


J  tfae  Saxon  was  plunged  in  ieee  painful  re- 
,  the  door  of  their  priaoa  opeced,  and  gate 
flotrauce  to  a  sewer,  holding  hi*  white  rod  of  offlce. 
Thia  importanl  person  advanced  into  the  chamber 
with  a  grave  pace,  follow«l  by  Ibur  allendsoih  hear- 
ing in  ■  table  cover  with  diahea,  the  eight  and  smell 

Alhelsune  for  all  the  hiconTenienca  hs  had  under- 
gone.   The  urauns  who  alleoded  on  the  leaala 

meaked  andclooked. 

"  What  mummery  is  thia  1"  said  Cedric ;  "  think  yoa 
that  we  are  igoorant  whose  prisoners  we  ore,  when 
we  are  in  (be  caatle  of  your  master  1  TcU  htio."  he 
continued,  willing  to  use  this  opportimity  lo  Ofwn  a 
DBgoliation  for  his  freedom,—  Tail  your  masta, 
RaginBld  Fiou(.de-BiBUf,  that  we  know  no  teaaon  he 
can  have  for  wi[hholdinEQur  liberty,  existing  hii  un- 
lawftil  dexre  lo  ennch  (Timaelf  al  our  eipense.  Tell 
him  that  we  yield  lo  his  rapacity,  as  in  similar  cir- 
1  we  should  do  lo  that  of  a  litersl  robber. 


Lkaviho  the  Saxon  c} 


been  hastily  (hrast  in „ — ™, 

ihe  flcxir  of  which  was  itap  beneath  the  lerel  of  the 
ground,  and  very  damn  l>*ii>S  lower  than  even  the 

itael£   The  onlv  lidit  was  received  ihtoi«h 

r  two  loop-boles  far  UN>ve  the  reach  of  the  cap- 

UTs's  hand.  Thcae  wertursa  sdmilled,  even  al  mid- 
only  a  dim  and  tmcertain  Ijgh^  which  was 
— J  r — . —  dariineas  long  before  the  i«bI  of  the 


tibernr,  and  il  shall  be  pad,  providing  the  exaction 

The  sewer  made  no  answer  Jiul  bowed  his  head. 

"And  tell  Sir  Reginald  Front-da-Bceuf."  said 
AthcJsiane,  "that  I  a^  him  my  mortal  defiance, 
end  challatige  him  lo  combat  with  me,  on  fool  or 


'onruberalio 


night,  he 


after  oar  M 

will  not,  audi 
or  U>  detar." 

"  I  sbaU  deliver  to  the  knioht  your  defiance," 
■woed  the  sewer  i  "  mean  while  I  leave  you  lo  y 


Tfaochalla^eof  AtheUlane  wae  delivered  with  m 
SDod  gnea ;  for  a  large  tnoulhful,  which  required  thi 
ezensM  of  both  jawa  at  once,  added  to  a  tialural 
besilatioii,  considerablr  damped  the  effect  of  Ihe  bold 
defiance  il  contained.  Still,  however,  his  speech  wai 
hailed  by  Cedric  as  an  inconteBlibls  loken  of  re. 
viving  Bpiril  in  nls  companion,  whoae  previouf 
tndiaerence  had  begun,  notwithatanding  hie  reqiecl 
far  Alhetstsine's  deacenl,  to  wear  out  his  panence. 
But  he  now  cordially  ahook  handa  wilh  him  in  token 
31  hia  ajiprobation,  and  was  somewhat  siiBVed  when 
Athelstans  obMTved,  "  that  he  would  fif^  •  doien 
such  men  as  Fmnl.de  BaoS,  it  by  so  doing,  he  could 

'  ■    '    cftuma  dunmon  whwe  ihey  put 

iheir  pqllBg&^'  Nolwithalandiog 

relapse  mlo  the  apathy  of  seoao- 

ahlv,  Ciiednc  placed  himself  oppoeite  lo  Athelmane, 
snd  aoon  ahowed,  that  if  the  dntreaaea  of  his  couniry 
toald  banish  iha  locollection  of  food  while  the  labia 
waa  nncovemt,  yet  no  SDoneT  were  the  vicluaU  put 
there,  than  he  proved  Ihsi  the  appetite  of  his  Saxon 
ancestors  had  descended  la  him  along  with  their 
other  qneliiieB. 

"nie  aq>tivea  had  not  long  oiijayed  their  tefhnh. 
Bent,  however,  ere  their  aitention  was  dii[uibed  even 
from  Ibis  moat  aeriona  occupation  by  Ihe  blast  of  a 
bora  winded  before  the  gale.    It  was  repealed  three 


so  moch  garuc 
Ibkiatimatian 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

J  BiAieais-n 


changed  lor  nt „ 

CBBlle  had  lot  the  bleaaing  of  day.  Chama  and 
■hackles,  which  had  been  the  portion  of  former  «ap- 
''"■■»,  from  whom  aetiva  exattiona  to  eacapa  hul  bam 
irdiended,  bong  luaied  and  empty  on  the  walla  oT 
..J  priBon,  and  in  the  rings  of  ods  of  ifaoae  bsIb  of 
feileiB  there  remained  two  mouldering  bonsa,  which 

J  u)  have  been  once  iboae  of  the  human  log,  ■■ 

prisoner  had  been  leA  not  only  lo  perish  iKie, 
>e  conaumed  to  i  skeleton. 

IB  end  of  Ihii  ghaally  apartment  wag  a  large 

fiie-grale,  over  (he  top  of  which  were  atrelched  aome 
[ransverse  iron  barB,  naif  devoured  with  nist, 

file  whole  appearance  of  the  dungeon  mit^l  have 
■K>al1ed  a  stouter  bean  than  thai  of  Isaae,  who, 
nevenbeleaa,  waa  more  compoaed  under  the  immi- 
nenl  pressure  of  danger,  than  he  had  seemed  to  be 
while  a&ected  by  lerrora,  of  which  the  eauBe  was  as 
yel  remote  Bnd  coniingeiiL  The  lovers  of  the  chase 
Bay  that  (he  hare  feels  mure  agony  during  the  pursuit 
of  the  gre>'hounds,  than  when  she  is  atruggling  in 
their  fangs.*  And  thM  il  is  probable,  that  the  Jews, 
by  the  very  frequency  of  iheii  fear  on  all  occaaions, 
had  Iheir  minda  in  some  dwree  prqiared  tor  eveiy 
(ffoit  of  tyranny  which  could  be  prscnaed  itpon  them : 
ao  that  no  agiPBaaion,  when  it  had  taken piac^  could 
bring  with  ii  inal  auipriae  which  is  the  most  disabUng 

iuaUtyof  terror.  Neither  was  it  the  Brat  time  that 
saac  had  been  placed  in  drmmslaneea  so  danger- 
ouB.  He  hsd  therefers  eipeiienee  to  guide  him,  ss 
well  as  hope,  (hat  he  migbl  again,  as  formerly,  be 
delivered  ss  ■  piey  from  the  lowl^.  Above  all,  he 
had  upon  hia  aide  Ihe  unyieldiiw  obidnscy  of  his 
nation,  and  that  unbending  resolution,  with  which 
Israehtea  hare  been  frequently  known  to  aubmit  to 
Ihe  utlermost  evils  which  power  and  violence  can 
inftlct  upon  ihem,  rather  than  gratis  tbeiroppieaaan 
by  grantina  their  demands. 
In  ihia  fnimour  of  passive  resisunc^  ,and  with  tit 

and  hiokei 
Rembntwii 
(Miiod.    Tl 


nad  itTong  man,  whose  luii 
ic  wu  or  in  prirau  feuds  snd 

I  iisud  SI  iK>  mesas  of  sitend- 

isd  fbslurea  correnoading  to 
1  uronglf  eipressed  th<  fiercer 
■ions  oflhemind.  The  scan 
M  sesmed,  would,  on  fsalures 
T  eidled  thi  wymmthy  ond 
nsiks  of  hoooarsble  vslour; 
of  Fronl-de-Bttut  their  only 
his  countensnce,  snd  lo  the 
ce  in^ired.  This  form  ids  bl» 
ithein  doublet,  fined  close  ._ 
frnvtd  and  soiled  wiih  the 
ie  hsd  no  weapon,  exec 

of  nialy  keys  that  hunffi 

ho  attended  Pront-de-BtBuf 
Tieoua  sijpsidi  and  attired  in 
I  ojBive  Jinen,  their  ateeves 
s  elbow,  like  those  ofbulctieis 
h«r  function  inlhealaughler- 

..    .  hand  a  small  pannier  t  and, 

when  ihey  eolered  the  duniteon,  they  stopt  at  the  door 
imul  Fronl-dsTBouf  hmuelf  caierully  locked  snd 
dduble-locked  rt.  Hanni;  taken  Ikis  pcecaution,  he 
advanced  slowly  up  the  apBrttnenl  towards  the  ie" 
upoD  whom  he  Wt  i"»  ay"  fixed,  as  it  hs  wistied 
paralyM  him  with  hie  Rlance,as  some  animalst 
raid  to  fascinate  thffii  prey.  It  seemed  indeed  au .. 
iha  sullen  and  malignant  eye  of  I^^nl-de-Bceuf  pos- 
sessed some  portion  of  that  supposed  power  oier  hii 
unfortunate  prisoner.  The  Jew  rate  with  his  mouth 
B-Espe,  and  hia  eyes  fiaed  on  the  aavaxe  baton  with 
such  earnesmen  of  tenor,  ihst  his  Irame  sei 
literally  lo  shrink  together,  and  to  diminish  in 
whde  ancoUBlering  the  fierce  Norman's  fixed 
baleful  gate.  The  unhajjpy  t"-"'-  "h"  Hnnriv« 
unly  of  the  power  of  rising 


-_.,  „  . , -.  .„  J3  mske  the 

which  his  terror  dictated,  but  hs  could  noi 
'   I  cap,  or  utter  any  word  of  euppli"''""  ■  ■ 
u  he  sgitated  by  the ■ 


TonRl; 


SX^ 


------„.-~d  by  the 

(uatn  were  impendinR 

On  the  other  band,  the  Blaldy  form  of  the  Normi... 

— ' "" ""  -■-'---  in  inignilnde,  like  that  of  the  eagle, 

I  plumaRB  when  about  10  pounce  on 

---  _ essprey.    He  paused  within  three  atcps  of 

the  comer  in  which  the  unfortunate  Jew  had  now,  as 
it  ware,  coiled  himself  up  into  the  smalteat  possible 
tpvx,  and  made  a  sifpi  for  onaof  the  slaves  to  ap- 
prtneh.  The  black  satellile  cams  forward  accord- 
loglr,  BOO,  pixNlocuig  from  hia  basket  a  larne  pair  of 
scales  and  several  weig^iui,  he  laid  them  al  the  feet  of 
pTont-de'Boiufi  and  again  retired  to  the  respectful  aia- 
lanCe.  ac  whidi  his  companion  had  already  taken  his 

Ths  motions  of  these  men  wers  slow  and  solemn 
sa  if  there  impended  ova  their  >ouls  some  prccon 
reption  of  hoirarand  of  cruelly.  Pmul-  de-BiEuf  Hun- 
•elf  opened  the  scone  by  thus  addressing  his  ill-laial 

'  Host  acciirsed  dog  o 
awakioH  with  his  deep 
echoes  ^  his  dungeon  va_  ,  _ _   .._. 

Ths  unhappy  Jew  relurued  a  faebia  afSrmative. 

"In  these  very  acale«shall  thou  wf'-"- ""lid 

the  rdSDtless  Baron,  "  a  ihousnnd  sil  ler 

thsinst  meMure  ■iid  weigh  t  of  ths  Ti  i." 

Holy  Abraham  1"  relumsd  the  J  ce 

thnugfa   tha  very  exlrsmity  of  his  id 

mail  ever  such  a  demand  7— Who  ei  in 

a  nunacrel'e  laic,  of  such  asuni  as  a  da 

of  eilver?~What  human  sight  was  ,lh 

the  viaion  of  auch  a  mass  of  ireast  lin 

the  walls  of  York,  ranaaek  mv  houi  ill 

nr  inbA  will  ibou  find  the  tithe  of  of 

silver  Ihsi  thou  neikest  oC" 
„   I«mressonn61e,"answBr«dFrant-de-Bma(;"Bad 
if  silver  be  scant,  1  refuse  Itol  KiM.    At  the  rata  of  a 
mark  of  gold  hi  eich  six  pound*  of  silvei,  thou  shalt 
i™  thy  unbelieving  carcass  from  such  pumahmsnt  as 


in  accursed  race''  he  eoK 
id  sullen  voice  l-io  sulls 
thoutheseecaloe) 


"Old  thou  mayst  b&"  relied  the  knight;  "more 
shame  to  their  fotlj'  irho  have  sufiered  thee  to  gmw 
gray  in  usury  and  knavery— Fosbls  thoumayst  be,^fiK 
when  had  a  Jew  either  heart  or  hand—But  rich  il  is 
well  known  thou  an." 

"I  swear  lo  yon,  noble  knight,"  said  ths  Jew,  "bf 


—  ie 

._    —  thee  only  to  eidlB 

ir.  and  pnclisc  on  the  base  cowardice  Ihoo 
ved  from  thy  tribe.  I  awear  lo  thea  bv  ^at 
ou  dog  I  HOT  believe,  by  the  jtospel  «dii&  our 

^ches,  and  by  the  keya  y^--^  —  -= ' — 

'  -    '         thai  mv  pun 


Ihou 


/e  died  within  tl 


IS  deep  and  pe- 
..  ice  for  trifling 

distinguished  IhiB 

-  ..'alls,  and  their  fate  hatt 
for  thee  is  nserved  a  long 


Olid  lingering  death,  la  which  iheira  wers  luxury. 

He  again  made  a  signal  for  the  slaves  to  apinoach 
md  spoke  to  them  epvt.  in  ihdr  own  Innguaie ;  for 
le  also  hsd  been  in  Paleslineyvhere,  perhapa  ne  had 
aamt  his  leeson  of  cnwiiy.  The  Saiacens  produced 
rom  ibeir  baskets  a  nuantilyof  chsrcoal,  a  pair  of 
lellows,  and  a  flask  of  oil.  While  the  one  struck  a 
ight  with  a  flint  and  steel,  the  other  diqiosed  the 
charcoal  in  (he  large  rusty  grate  which  we  have  al- 
leody  mentioned,  and  exercised  the  bellowa  until  the 
fiiel  came  to  a  red  glow. 
"Seeittbou,  Isaac," said Front-de-Bcsuf,"  that 
■■       -laraalxivelliBM'      '  '^ 
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"It  is impOHiblfl,"  aieltiined  the  miianUe  Jsir~  ;  nioni  with  whom  _I  MTtl,  ^Thei  sconud  bsm  ■ 


SK.S! 


dtBidofsn- 
e-Bonfonlr 
itwhiohtbe 

itwi— liJI 


jK^a 


ft"*"*" 

wmitiMid 
rithllif  poll 

iBUMioinS 

^^ 


rwhulito 


"Tlun  win,  ifaa«  BuC  r  BicluinadLHK  niat- 
huidi  in  •ROtiy)    "wheo  did.  Tta^ka 


mg  DIM  atBOt  m  (bod) 
bnuhe  uf^l  bal  crudly 
womear 

"  Dog  of  u  infldel,"  nid  PioDt-de-BtMiC  with 
^■ikling  gjvi^  uid  ool  ■oriTi  periu^  lo  nv  ■  pre- 
len  forwmfciiiKliimKdf  iDlos  ptMuo,  "btuphoaB 
mxtha  Holf  Order  oC  IheTMoidsof  Ziaii,biil  take 


win 


caatlB,  poMtnted  BTcn  la 


Ibniid  eoKignd  in  hii  helliih  occopition,  die  UTigB 
Buon  gne  the  ilsTei  e  eignal  to  netore  luac'i  gv- 
ment,  eod,  qaiiting  the  dungeon  wilb  hie  BltendBnti^ 
be  luft  the  Jew  to  think  Ood  for  hie  own  delivennce, 
or  to  lament  OTcrhii  duii^ler'e  cepIiTity,  uidprabi- 
ble  &te.  ■■  tiii  peraoi)«l  or  perencit  liwliiigi  might 


CHAPTER  XXlIt 

B  mr  Ehut*  rn  u>  (PiLuCi  Ami, 


placed  there  misfit  be  conkderad  ■>  «  pecoliar  men 
iJreqiect  HOI  offered  U  the  other  piieoDen.  Botthe 
wtCi  of  Front'de-BcBidl  for  whom  it  had  been  nigi- 
aallT  forniihed,  wii  long  dmd,  and  deeer  and  Deg- 
lect  liad  iniiwnd  the  lew  omamenta  with  iriiieh  her 
taete  had  ■domed  it.  Ha  tapeMir  hong  down  bois 
the  walla  in  raanir  plaeea,  and  u  oihera  waa  tamidied 
and  &ded  oudet  the  eflecta  of  the  eun,  or  lattoed  and 
dtcvftd  br  age.  Deaolate,  bowaraii  ae  jl  was,  thii 
waa  the  apanmani  of  ibe  caaile  which  had  been 
iodged  moat  fitting  Ibi  the  ecooramodition  of  the 
Saion  heinaei  and  hen  ahe  waa  Ml  lo  meditate 
190a  hei  fai&  until  Ibe  aclon  in  ihia  nelariona  drama 
bad  amogBd  the  aerenl  parti  which  each  of  them 
waa  to  pertoim.  lliii  had  been  aettled  ia  ■  council 
held  b|r  Frant-de-B«evC  Do  Bracy,  and  the  TenqAlar, 
in  which,  after  ■  long  and  waim  debate  coneerniDg 
the  KTval  adrantagea  which  each  iniialed  qxin 
dcnTing  from  bia  pecdiu  ahue  in  thie  audaaana 
eotoiiruc^  tber  had  Bt  length  delerminsd  Ihelateof 
their  imhappjr  priaanen. 

It  wu  UHxil  tha  hour  of  noon,  thereTora,  when  De 
~         '  T  wboie  adnntage  the  sxpeditiaa  had  ben 


"  I  praj  iroutSir  Knight,"  1 


>ri1]>uaedb) 


thai  It  becomee  not  tba  moatb  of  knighla  or  nobjea. 
Certea,  yon  conatrain  me  IV  at  down,  ainee  groa  enlar 
iQH>a  Hucb  eommoqplice  lenna,  of  which  each  lile 
crowder  hath  a  atodt  that  might  laal  from  hence  to 
Chriatraaa." 


, ]«Te  aupponsd  m» 

lo  youi  hani  in  the  war  the!  beal  euited 


thy  characlai.    Ii 
wooed  with  bow  1 

courtly  langiiay." 
"Cotirteay  of  loi 


d  bill,  than  in  ael  tanin,  and  in 
ue,"  aaid  Rowena,  "whan  it  i* 
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Bner  ku<  nvaUtd  du  mUniDtioiij  far  h»  t 
aace  wilh  ihs  Lady  Ro*raui  had  airivMi  at  a 
irticn  ha  GMiDd  ii  eqtiallr  diflcull  (o  ptoaaoib 


Iwein  cannot  bat  tbiak  it  nacaaaan  Id  oOe 
MIS' ptoof  than  iha  maidain  of  an  MM  tab^  h 
da  tha  malandwIrMwaMitatiim  c/  matUHti 
baa  baan  hut  laid  b«foi«  the  leadv.    It  u 


,„...„„  _.Ji  Out  thofB  \ , 

atwMl  antnai  tha  cnwiilba  iMraaa  oTEniiland  ma 
mdobtid  br  dxir  anaiwOTi,  aboiild  Uwrnadna  ham 
ban  nch  dnadfol  oprnnor^  and  capable  oteicaMBi 
ooDtiair  DM  oDlr  to  the  law*  of  BnglaTiil,  but  to 
dwaa  of  DStnn  and  hmnuutr.  Bu^  uaa  I  we  biTo 
oalf  to  asmct  flmn  iba  JMoairioaa  Hanrr  one  of 


Ibdnd  hcnelf  in  the  praaaDce  of  an  old  a^U,  w^ 
luTit  marnuirias  to  beraelf  ■  Saion  rhrme,  u  if  to 
beat  time  lo  chc  rerolTinK  danoa  iirtiich  her  apiDdla 
wuHrfbnniniEniKni  the  lloot.  Tbs  hu  Tataed  her 
Mad  aa  Habecca  antand,  and  Koirief  ||t  the  bit 
Jtwtm  with  the  malignant  epyr  '"'^  WbMi  old  •■• 
•nd  nriiniia^  wben  untied  wjtb  eiil  condltiana,  aia 
apt  lolotk  iqmn  youth  and  beantr. 

"TVn  mnai  np  *ad  ■««;,  old  botiM-crickM."  aaid 
one  of  the  men;  "onr noble  maaur  oommanda  il— 
Ihpa  mM  e'en  leam  Uua  chamber  loa  fainr  snaat." 
^y"  vnmbbd  Iba  has,  "eran  ihoa  i>  aeniM 
Feqtntat.  I  hafa  known  when  mj  baia  wtod  mnld 
BITS  cut  the  beat  man-at-atmi  atnonsTe  oat  of  «wl- 
dleuMoatof  aonioe;  and  nowmualjn^  and  away 


She  Ed 
I  uid  a  ooUmi; 
^poaadoatUw, 

.■DdfarOod'a 
fiibwl  ThcM 
nfliuc  to  wlk^ 
iaal  oomlfaii 

d  the  qntkw. 


liant,  but  ihar 
elhavgufcok 

•MdBebcccat 
1  will  purduM 
'  bring  thea  n- 

ou  mtjui  jmr- 
•  ta'nitoaetj— 

hiiT  in  Ftimeh, 
],  in  Salon,  a 
ad  in  tlul  lui- 
TileorBacBl 

inBltta.    1^ 

ibie,  wlucn  wQ] 

nit  «nr  MMt- 

Ht  rannm 


biojieriiui*  in 
loTlIui&ulU 


'nURebaoca, 

I  !■««,  alika  of 

emplu,  liu^- 
iioiif— Not  if 
know,  boidea, 

datwbtsT,  with 
vedlwr.    It  ia 
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iomila  to  tlMt  wfaicfa  ron  dann  owm  hidy,  a*M   of btr fartilDde.    "Coiiibi 
wUfa  TOO  in  ■bout  to  tniuBraM  thg  moM  Hlamn  I  '  ' 
fiMiTtnrauakiiisht,  uidu>.iiunof  taUgianr' 

"  It  n  gMnlr  *i>d  <nU  pnachBtL  O  '*■■%*"—  of 
aindil"  uawcTBd  tha  TaiiipUft     bnc,  gmtl*  £» 
elCTi—tie^  thycwwHr  Jwrwn  pwindiow  make  Ibra 
bliadiaoarhUipnTilMB.   ManiasB  wan  an '        ~ 
inscriiiwoa  £•  paRoIaTsmplari  but  what 
liiQf  I  OUT  Dnt^ini  I  iball  «»dilv  M  abnlta 
It  Uu  Belt Piaee|>ioiT of  iMir Order.    NM  the  ... 
dT  monirdu,  nal  hs  fkther,  iriiaae  nuuplaa 
BUM  Demi*  allow  an  weighty,  claimed  wider  p 


ofZionliaT 


..„_ , wTeavl«< 

vmi  by  our  leal  in  ita  dafance.    The  i 

Sotomoa'i  l^mple  mar  daim  ticeaaa  b)p  the  example 
of  Solomon." 

-  If  thoa  readert  tha  Scripture,"  nid  the  Jeweaa, 
"and  Ibe  tnea  of  the  lainta,  only  lo  ioMify  ihiue  own 
'       *'  '        '  le  U  lika  that  of  him 

I  health^  and 


bcei^  tnd  profligacr,  thy  crime  it 


"Hie  flfea  of  the  Teoiplar  flaahed  Bra  at  thia  rqinraf 
— "  Heaikcn,"  be  aaid,  "Rebaccai  I  have  bitnarto 
apaken  mildlj'  to  the&bat  now  mjr  language  ahall  be 
thUDfaeonqaeror.  Thoa  artthe  eaptiTeofnybow 
and  aiieai — anbjeet  to  my  will  by  the  laws  of  all 
■ations;  nor  will  I  absts  an  inch  of  niy  right,  or 
abatain  from  taking  by  nioleoce  what  thou  iSuaeal 
Loatremly  or  neceesiir." 

"Stand  back,"  aaid  Rebecca— " atand  back,  and 
haar  mc  ere  thou  oflereai  to  commit  a  sin  ao  deadlfl 
Hf  atnogth  thou  mayal  indeed  oven>owei,  for  Ood 
node  women  weak,  tod  inmed  iheir  datoice  to 
raan'e  genooaty.  Bat  1  will  proclaim  (fay  'liUaajv 
Itaqdar,  from  ana  end  of  Euiope  to  the  other.  I 
witl  owe  to  the  ei^Niraaiion  of  Itgr  brethren  what 
thor  compaMiao  mufat  refine  me.  Bach  Praceptory 
~flaeh  Chapter  of  thy  Order,  ttiall  laam,  that.  Eke  a 
boetk^  iboa  heat  anned  with  a  Jeweaa.  ISoae  who 
tremble  Dot  at  Ihv  ciimc^  will  hold  ihee  aemined  for 
hariiig  aa  br  diahonourad  the  eroaa  thou  weaieat,  aa 
to  fol^w  a  dangler  of  mjr  people." 

"lloa  an  kaaa-witted,  Jewea^"i  replied  tha  Tem- 
plar, wdl  aware  of  the  tralh  of  what  ahe  apoke^  and 


ind  tmder  high  peaattiee,  inch  in 
w  praaeeatad,  and  that,  in  aomi 
«;adacion  had  followed  iq>on  it- 


ima  art  riiarp-witied,'  he  aaid  i  "  bat  loud  moat 
ue  thy  voice  of  oainplaint,if  it  ia  heud  beyond  the  iron 
Willi  of  diia  caatlei  witUn  tbcM^  mnnnura,  laioant^ 
■opeala  lo  joatice,  and  acreama  for  help,  die  alike 
■Qeitaway.  One  thing  only  can  aaie  Ihee,  Rebecca. 
Submit  to  thy  &le— embrace  oui  reli^on,  and  thoa 
lAiall  0)  lottb  in  auch  Hale,  that  many  a  Nomun 
lady  ahall  yield  aa  well  in  pomp  as  in  beuity  to  the 
bvoonlB  of  Ihe  beat  lance  among  the  defendera  of 
iheTonple." 

"  Submit  Co  my  fats  1"  aaid  Rebecca—"  aiid,  aacied 
Heaven!  to  what  falel— cmbracsthyreligioii:  and 
what  reliooD  can  it  be  that  hartxrara  auch  a  villain  7 
—Mob  the  beat  lanca  of  the  TVnplan  I— Craven 
bnght  I — forawom  prieat  I  I  apit  at  ihea,  and  I  deQ 
that— IV  Ood  of  Abreham'a  promiae  bath  opcoed 
an  escape  to  hia  dau^ter— even  from  thia  abyM  of 
inbmy  r 

Aa  ahe  apok&  ahe  diiew  open  the  latiiee  window 
wtakli  led  to  tbe  baitiaaiL  and  in  an  ioatant  after, 
njod  on  the  veiy  vaige  of  tha  parapet,  with  not  tbe 
•Bghieflt  Bcnen  between  her  and  the  Ircmendoua 
depth  b^w.  DnpRpored  for  auch  a  deaperata  eAbn, 
fir  tba  had  hilberlo  ilood  perfectly  motiaaleea,  Boia- 
OvitbeTt  had  neithet  time  lo  intercept  nor  to  atop  her. 
lu  he  ofifTBd  to  advance,  ahe  exclaimed,  "  Remain 
where  thoa  art,  proud  Tnnptan  or  at  thy  chmce  ad- 
noce  1 — one  loot  neam,  and  I  plunge  myaelf  from 
Ok  precipice :  my  body  ahall  be  eroabed  oat  of  the 

Sfom  ot  bumanily  upon  the  atonea  of  that  conrl- 
ere  it  become  the  neiim  of  thy  bmtality  f 
Aa  ahe  apoke  tfaii^  ahe  cdnped  her  handa  and  ei- 
■ended  thein  towarda  heaven,  aa  if  imploring  mercy 
an  her  aotd  befin«  Ae  made  (he  final  planm  Tlie 
'  a  reaolalion  which  had  never 
«,  gave  way  to  hia  admiratioD 


ode.    "Coma  down,"  ha  aaid,  "raihnll 
earth,  and  aen,  and  aky,  1  will  oSat  thia 

"I  will  not  (mat  theei  TampUr,"  aaid  Redieccai 

tboa  haat  taught  me  better  how  to  aaiimate  tlw 
nrtnea  of  thine  Ordn.  Hm  naxt  Precapu»y  would 
graol  ibee  ^aobilion  for  an  oath,  iba  keefOiK  of 
iriiich  coooamed  nangbt  bat  Ibe  honour  or  tha  dis- 
honour of  a  miao^ileJewiBh  ntaidan." 

"Youdoraeiotuatice^"  aidaimed  thaTanplarftc- 
ventlyi  "lawearto  you  by  dia  name  which  ibesr— 
by  the  cma*  on  lay  boaon— by  tbe  awonl  on  my  aide 
Tby  tha  BDdeat  ereot  of  my  thihtn  do  1  awaar,  I  win 
do  theenointairy  whalaoevcrt  Ifnotfor  thyaeUl  vat 
lortbyfatheiViakeGiibearl  IwiUbeh'  '-'^^ -' 
in  Ihiicaatlabewillnaedapowerfdlone. 

"AtaaP'  aaid  Rebecca,  "I  know  il  bi 
dare  I  trual  tbeel" 


mmred,''  aaid  Brian  de 


•a  hia  frui^  anil 

owdl- 

be  revened,  and  my  name  diriia> 

n  de  Boia-Omlber^  ''if  than  ahalt 

D  complain  of  ma  I    Many  a  law,  nonr 

lent  have  I  brokenjiat  my  word  nevCT. 

"  I  will  then  iruai  thee^"  aaid  Rebeoea,  "  thnatar;" 
and  ahe  deaoended  from  the  veiRB  of  tbe  battlement, 
bnt  remained  atanding  cloaa  by  one  of  the  ambn- 
aurea,  or  moMeoUt*,  aa  they  were  ilien  called. — 
"Here,"  aheeaid,  "I  takemyctand.  Ronainwhare 
thou  an,  and  if  thoa  ahalt  allempt  to  diminiih  by  one 
atep  the  dialanee  now  between  na,  thoa  abalt  eea 
that  the  Jawiah  maiden  will  rather  tmet  her  .aool 
with  Ood,  than  her  honour  to  the  Tamplorr' 

While  Rebeooa  apoke  Ihna,  her  Ugh  and  dim  n- 
Mtt,  which  correoponded  80  well  with  theexpreaaiva 
beaaqr  of  her  eounte(uuic«  gave  to  her  looka^  air, 
■nd  mannq',  adigmiy  that  aaamed  more  than  nortaL 
qoailad  not,  her  cheek  blanched  not,  for 
_  ,. , — -—and  aobaniUei  on  tha 


eoniraty,  the  ilwagbl  that  ahe  bad  her  fate  at  hei 
oommaiid,  and  could  escape  at  will  from  iobmy  to 
death,  gate  a  yet  deeper  colour  of  carnation  to  b« 
complexion,  and  ayei  more  brilliani  Bra  to  he 
BoiB-Chatbert,  proudhimadfand  bigh-Bfirited,  th 
he  bad  never  beheld  beauty  eo  animated  and  ao 


Leiihera  be  peaoa  between  UB,  Rabecce,"  be  eaid. 
"PeacA  if  than  wilt,"  anawend  BabttcCB—"  Peace 
—but  With  thia  epaee  between." 

"niou  needat  no  kxiger  liMr  me,"  aokl  Boia-Chiil- 


■bbfiu 


unoT  the 

am  tlS 

npliBd 

■chaTB 


id  ■«  if  he 
hiL^£dn 


m  that  of 


worad  Ae 
if  it  be  not 
:>rlel  tbmt 
I  bvonial 

■d^know 


, „ J  dsmlDded  ii 

■tant  ■daUaaoo.  With  no  im*!]  woadsr  he  ncan 
his  maglei'icamlnnndaloidmil  ibe  bolf  maa  inmu 
difltdr;  uid,  hiving pmiDUBly  muined  tf 

to  SI—'  —■■ ■-  <-'  -■■ '  -=- 

bi  to  DDderoke  ibii  danij^oos  olBc^  wu  Maroe  mf- 
Sdern  to  *uppori  him  when  he  foood  hinuelf  in  the 
ptvKncs  of  ■  mm  so  dreadful,  atid  to  much  dntded, 
■f  Rennald  Piunl'de-BcBuC  and  he  bronghl  out  hii 
HZ  wiAunim,  10  which  he,  in  BgoodmeMon^unMed 
ar  eoppartinB  hii  chiraeler,  with  mora  innaCr  and 
henlatkui  than  had  hitheiio  leeampuued  it.  Bat 
Fiont-de-BiBuf  wai  iccu«iomed  lo  >ea  men  of  ail 
ranka  tnmble  in  hii  preicnce,  n  thai  the  timidilf  of 
the  ■uppaend  father  did  nol  give  him  any  nueeof 
HWiaoo.     "Wba  and  whence  ait  thou,  phaati" 

"PsT  vobiKum,"  reiterated  the  Jesur,  "I  am  a 
poor  ao-rant  of  8l  Prende,  who,  mtelUu  through 
Ihie  wildenieai,  hare  fallen  amou  thterca,  (as  Scr^ 
tun  liathit,)fbi<ianivtafariRct<wfiiiafnifut,  which 
thirra  ha»  aenl  me  nnto  thie  castle  in  onhr  to  do 
IT  gfaoatir  afflce  an  two  peraone  eondemiMd  bj  tout 
boQMirabie  juetice." 

"Ar,  right,"  aruweral  Pranl-da-Bceuf;  "andciuul 
iboq  tell  me,  holy  &lher,  the  oainbar  of  than  biu- 

"OuDBnt  nr,"  aTuwend  the  Jeater,  'iwmtti  iUb 
Iwfa,  their  name  ie  legion." 

'rai  me  in  pUin  lermi  what  numben  ibcn  are, 
orprieu,  ihy  cloak  etid  cord  will  ill  proteel  thee." 

Alaa  l"  laid  the  mppowd  flier,  "  cor  nwum  tntta- 
%it,  that  ie  to  >af,  I  wu  like  lo  bunl  with  tea  I  bat  I 
conceive  they  may  be — what  of  yeomett— what  of 
coaiinone,  at  leul  Gvo  hundred  men." 

"Whatr  nid  the  Templai,  who  comeinlo  the  hall 
(hat  momeiil,  "  mnatsr  the  wMpB  K>  (hick  herel  it  ia 
diDe  lo  nifle  nch  a  miechievoue  brood."  Then  lakins 
Fnmt-de-Soar  uida,  "Enowetl  thou  the  priead" 

'He  ii  a  etranjer  irom  a  diitant  conrenl,"  eaid 
ProBt-d«-BcBDf  I    I  know  him  nou" 

"  llien  mni  him  not  with  Ihy  purpoee  in  woida," 
inawered  the  Tempter.  "Let  him  cany  a  wrillen 
Older  loDeBiBcy'icampaliyotFW  Companion!,  to 
rqiair  inatandf  to  their  maiter'e  aid.  In  the  mean 
onie,  and  that  the  iliiTdiiig  may  au^ieet  nothing, 
permil  him  to  go  freely  about  his  teA  of  preparing 
iheae  Saxon  bogi  for  the  alaugfater-hause." 

"  It  ehill  be  so,"  slid  Pront-de-Bnut  And  he  fbrlh- 
with  avpointed  a  domealic  to  conduct  Wamba  to  the 
apartmeal  wfaera  Cedric  and  Alhdatane  wen  con- 
fined. 

The  impalience  of  Cedric  had  been  rather  enhuoed 
than  dimim^ed  by  hii  couHnement  He  walked 
liam  one  end  of  the  nail  to  the  other,  with  the  aidinde 
of  one  who  advineei  to  charge  en  enem/,  or  to  storm 
the  breach  of  a  brie^nered  place,  Bometmtee  ejacaUt- 
ing  to  hinuetCsometimeaaadTenillB  Athslslane,  who 
•toutlr  'nd  etMcally  awaited  the  iieaa  of  the  Mren- 
tore,  difflMipA  in  the  meantinui  with  neat  oom- 
poMire,  the  liberal  meal  which  he  had  made  at  noon, 
and  not  jptatly  imcresling  bimaelf  ebonl  the  dnre- 
rion  of  luf  captivity,  which  he  concluded,  vnmld, 
like  all  earthly  evils,  find  an  end  in  Heaven'*  good 

'•Pax  vtbuaan,"  said  the  Jert«r,  enlmng  the 
BBitment;  "thebleaejDgof  StDunstan,  St-Doinis, 
St.  Dalhoc,  and  all  other  eainta  wfaataoever,  be  upon 
y«  and  about  ye." 


yon  pi 
Jester. 


"fo  bid 

"It  is  impossSiler'  rq)tied  Cedric,  etarting. 
Uh  and  wicked  as  they  are,  they  dare  not 
■Dch  open  and  gratnitoaa  cruelty  r 

"  Alas  r  said  the  Jester,  "  to  raamil)  Ifaem  by  tbdi 
wosB  of  hmnanily,  is  the  same  is  lo  stop  i  runaway 


tat  this  very  day  irill  ye  be  ailed  to  sinsiw  «i  a 
hijrher  nSnmal." 

"Heoreel  thou  this,  AthetstsneT'  laid  Cedric  i  "  we 
must  roDsenp  oar  hearts  to  this  laol  action,  since  bet- 
ter ills  we  should  die  like  men,  dian  Uve  Uke  rfavcft" 

u. 1..., .  ..I.. ■' M eiwd  i.he 


ireyoilMi) 
know  that 


Wimba;  ' . „ 

Ihitlheson  of  Wiileas  may  hang  in  a  enain  with  a< 
much  gravity  as  the  chain  hong  upon  his  at 


th/  n 


._-  eichanffe  of  girmoits  w^  Lord  A 

"  No,  I^  8l  Dumtan,"  ausnMul  Wamha ;  "  Ibsra 
were  little  naion  in  that  Oood  fighi  there  ii^  that 
the  eon  of  Witless  ibodd  aitter  to  save  the  eon  of 
Herewaidi  bat  hiUe  wisdom  then  were  in  his  dying 
for  the  beosfll  of  one  wfaois  btbaca  wae  stnngKS  lo 

"Villain,"  said  Cedric^  "ihe&thcn  of  Athdnane 
wen  moDarchs  of  Bnglaad  I" 

"  They  might  be  wfaomsoevei  they  plsassd,"  replied 
Wimbi ;  "  bat  my  neck  itandi  too  struct  upon  my 
ehoulden  to  have  it  twisted  for  tbar  Biik&  When 
fore,  good  my  miater,  Githar  take  my  proflcr  yoar< 
self,  or  lulTer  me  to  leave  this  dangeon  ai  &ea  as  I 
entered." 

"Let  the  old  tree  wither,"  contiansd  Cedtie.  "m 
the  stately  hope  of  the  forest  be  praserred.  Sara  the 
Dobte  AthdetaiH^  my iiuty  Wamb* I  itisthadulyaf 
each  who  hM  Salon  blood  in  his  veia*.  Tboa  and 
'  I  tosethsr  lbs  utmost  raoi  of  oar  iniuriotis 
whili  be,  free  and  M^shaU  atonee  tb* 


_ __  -  act  GtsdetX 

Its  were  not  uabeooming  bis  hi^  mca 
HDin  he  eoQiitmedi  "I  woukf  re iher  remain 
...  this  ball  a  week  wilham  food  save  die  prisoner's 
stinted  loit  or  drink  save  riis  prisoner's  msasun  of 
water,  than  smbraee  the  opportonity  to  eacape  whibh 
the  elive's  natanght  kindneai  his  pnrvsyed  for  bis 

"  you  ire  called  wiie  men,  wa,"  said  tlw  Jcslar, 
"and  1 1  erased  footi  bat  uncle  Cedric,  and  ooiisia 
Atheletaiie,  the  fcol  alull  decide  Ihii  oonlrovcny  for 
ye,  induTerelbetnieblsaf  stTsnuBgcMrteaiMany 
nrther.  I  am  like  John-a-Dirak's  mare,  that  will  let 
nan  momit  herbnlJohn-a-Dack.  Icametoean 
mister,  and  if  he  will  not  conaenl— baMa— I  caa 
-..  go  away  home  again.  Kind  wniee  caimoi  be 
chucked  from  hand  to  hi 
■locd-ball.    I'll  hang  br  n 

"  Oo,' then,  noble  Oadiu,"  said  AdielstancL  "  n 
not  tfats  OMtttmity.    Tour  pneence  withou 

WDiild  ruin  OS  alL" 

"  And  is  there  any  pninct,  than  of 
witbootT'aaidCediie,  loMing  to  the  Je 


a  afantdeoock  or 


"Pro«i>Bcl,indB»dreeiio«dWBmb«i  "letn 
rM^  when  ]fou  OU  tnl  cYoik.  to  ■«  wnpped  _ 
nnertl's  cuaock.  Fife  hmidrad  men  an  there 
without,  and  1  wm  thii  morning  oqb  of  their  chief 
leiderB.  Hy  fool'i  cap  was  a  caMgne,  and  my  beub 
[a  truncheon.  Welt,  wc  shall  lee  what  Bt»d  they  wi 
miie  by  eichaxgine  «  fool  fo'  ■  "■•*  ""'"■  Tni!^. 
Ifiair  they  will  iOK  in  yaloor  what  theytnwmio  in 


IVANHOB.  (Cbaf.  XXVn. 

Hay  the  fiend  By  away  with  me,  and  leava  ma 


Idiacretioo.    And  ao  brawell,  n 


"Farewell,  ujid&"  added  Wanba;  "and  remem- 
ber Pax  wbunim." 

Thna  exhoned,  Cedric  nllied  forth  npoa  faia  expo- 
(Ulion;  and  it  ¥ras  not  Ions  en  be  had  oeeaoon 
to  try  tha  Ibrce  at  that  apelF  which  hia  Jester  had 
noommended  aa  omniooteDi.  In  a  low-arched  and 
doAy  paaaage,  br  which  he  endeaToored  to  work  his 
way  to  the  Iwu  <tf  ths  castle,  he  was  intemvted  by  a 
lafflalefarm. 

"Pax  ttHiatmf'  said  the  paendo  fiiar,  and  waa 
■ndeaTouring  to  huiry  past,  whao  a  soft  loice  nplied, 
<■  !..„■..._     J — eitTtnditiimt,promit*- 


am  aooawhal  daa("  rwtied  Cedric,  m  good 


io  I&in  with  (be  souls  of  Odin  nid  of  'Hmtf  an- 
swered Cedric  impaiienllr,  and  would  crabby  hare 
□RKcedHl  in  the  same  lone  of  total  depaitun  frou 
his  ipiiitual  chaiacler,  whan  the  colloquy  waa  inlar- 
ttiptad  by  the  harsh  mica  of  Urfiitd,  toe  old  eraae  of 

"How,  roinioo,"  said  abe  to  tha  female  speaka, 
"  ia  Ihii  tbe  manner  in  which  you  requite  the  kiod- 
neas  wliich  permitted  thee  lo  leave  iby  prison-cell 
yonder  1—Putlest  thou  the  rerennd  man  to  uae  on- 
BTVcioua  language  lo  lice  himself  from  the  importu- 


ma  psss,  woman!  stop  me  not  at  your  peiU.  I  am 
(Kan  Inmi  my  holy  office,  and  would  avoid  pollutioD." 
"Conwlhis way, father,"  said  the  old  ha^  "tb~ 
ar  in  ihia  castle,  and  canat  not  leave 


without  I 
gotolbe 


Bget  m  IhiB  castle,  and  canat  not  leave  it 
guide.    Como  htlher,  for  I  would  apeak 


-And  you,  dL 
dt  man  a  chambe 
1  wq  betide  you  i 


Rebecca  retreated.  HenmpanuQiueshadptvvsiled 
upon  Utftied  to  suffer  her  to  quit  the  turret,  and  U^ 
f_.j  i._i  — loved  her  semees  where  ue  betsdf 


fhed  bad  emploved  h^  sernees  where  s 
wootd  most  gladly  haTspaid  tbem,  by  the  oeoiuia  oi 
thewotmdedlvanliiM.  Withanusdenlandingawaka 
lo  their  dangerous  situation,  and  prompt  to  avwl  her- 
self of  each  meana  of  sabtv  which  oonirTsd,  Rabaeea 
hsd  bapei  something  6om  ihepraenceofatnuof 
religion,  who,  abe  learned  from  Drfiied,  had  pcoe- 
traled  mto  thia  Kodleas  caatls.  She  walcM  the 
ratnm  of  the  so^osed  eccleaaslic,  with  {he  ptniNwa 
ofaddwaaina  mm,  and  inisresting  him  m&tourof 
Ibepnaoncn)  with  what mveriectsuecaa 
haa  becm  just  acguamled. 

CHAPTEK  XXVII. 


Bat  I  ban  sriaA  sr  otbn  klsd^^ 

And  IM  11*S  Iw'nETlS' *"  ' 
A  fdand  lo  baJp-And  vu  lo  1i«ar. 

Wioir  Ur&ied  hsd  with  climoun  and  menacsa 
_riveD  Rebecca  back  to  the  apartment  from  whidi 
ahe  bad  Mllied,  she  procaedsd  to  emduct  the  uowill- 
mg  Cedric  into  a  email  apartment,  the  door  of  which 
she  heedfiilly  second,    llien  felehing  bwa  >  enp- 


aikmg  a  question,  "Thou  art  Stxeo. 

lalher— -Deny  it  not,"  abe  continued,  obaetriiig  that 
Cedric  baatened  not  to  n^y;  "lbs  aoonda  of  mr 


naiiTe  langnags 

dom  bean  save  — 

and  degradsd  serfs . —  , 

impose  the  meanest  drudgery  of  this 
art  a  Saxon,  father — a  Saion,  and,  r 


ears,  thoogb 
of  tha  wrMc 


a  freeman.— Tbine  ai 


it  thia  castle,  than  T'  rs- 


,_  .erel  at  tl , 

Urfried,  "than  to  hear  ths  groans  of  tt 
men— SOL  at  leut  report  apeaka  of  ibein- 

......     -*: .,.  .. veara,  has  opened 

r Nonnut  chaplain 

who  partook  the  nightly  revel*  of  Front-de-BiBal 

and  be  baa  been  long  gone  lo  render  an  scconnt  of 

*-  -  atawardshap.— But  thoa  art  a  Saion— a  Saxon 

Ml,  and  I  have  one  question  to  uk  oC  thee." 

'1  am  a  Suoik,"  answered  Cedric,  "but  imwor- 

',  aoraly,  of  the  nams  of  priest.    Letms  besDuon 


Ckir.  XXTIL)  TVANHOE. 

loj  WIT— I  maw  I  will  raQun,  ol  Mod  DM  of 
fulisraiiionwor%iohMrTa(irconi  ~  '~~  " 
"Surret  Rirtiile,"  said  Uririadi  " 


the  TDicB  Khidi  [houheanatnoirinUiooQbaoholud 
with  the  cold  evtb,  and  I  would  not  dvcwid  lo  il 
like  tbc  bmt  1  <u«e  lived.  Bat  wioa  miut  give  ma 
■mocth  lo  idt  ihe  borron  of  inj  ule."  Sbapnued 
out  I  eiq),  and  drank  il  wilb  ■  fruhlfu!  avidily,  which 
aeaani  demnxu  al  dniiunK  iha  lial  dn>P  in  Iba  gab- 


pmmouiT' 
"  WouldM  (hou  indaed  ban  done  tbia  joMice  ta  Iba 
una  of  Ibrquil  T'  mid  Ubica,  for  we  mar  now  \f 
lide  bar  aonioied  name  of  Drtried ;  "  thou  att  ibeo 
la  tiua  SaioD  ttfon  ipeaki  thee  I  for  even  wilbin 
■Jsae  accimsd  walla,  wbete,  aa  thou  well  saraat, 
ndJlahroudailaelfjniiiacnilable  mytterv,  even  then 
hw  the  naiDeof  Cednc  heenaoundaf— ana  1.  wnichod 


ndpledsini 


ig  her  in  this  ominoua  a. 


nenwbicb  ahe  mode  ti 


noedher  challetise  fa  a  ^rae  wine-cup  i  ahe  theii 
pnwdat  with  her  atoiy,  aa  Lf  ippeaseol  by  hia  com- 

"i  waa  not  bom,"  aha  said,  "father,  the  wretch 
dill  Ihoii  now  aeea  me.  I  was  tise,  wm  hapii)',  wai 
boaaand,  loved,  and  was  beloved.  I  am  now  a  slave, 
iDBRable  and  degraded — the  q»r(  of  my  rnaetere 
pugoiia  while  I  bad  yel  beauty— the  object  of  iheii 
□mtempt,  acorn,  and  haired,  since  it  has  paaeed 
■wiy.  DoBi  ibou  wonder,  father,  that  1  ■hould  hate 
nunkiitd,  aiid.  above  all,  the  ruce  that  has  wrought 
ihb  change  in  me7  Can  the  wrinkled  decrepit  hag 
btlaa  ihee,  whose  wrath  must  vent  itself  in  impotent 
'luw^  ''"EP'  *'"  "'*'  """^  '^  dauiihter  of  the  noble 
Tiaat  at  Totquilstoae,  bdoni  whoas  frown  a  ihou- 
HndTSBBls  (mnbledf' 

"Hmu  ibe  daogbter  of  Torquil  WoUguiRer !"  said 
Cedric,  nc«dja|t  aa  he  apoliej  " thou  —  thou  —  the 
jui^tq' of  that  noble  Saxon,  my  fiuher'a  friend  and 

"nVbther'Bfiiraidr'echaadlJr&iedi  "than  Ce- 
dnc called  the  Saxon  stands  before  me,  for  the  noble 
Hoearaid  of  Rolherwood  had  bul  one  un,  whose 
uma  is  well  known  among  hia  counliymen.  But  if 
tbnu  art  Cadric  of  Ratherwood,  why  this  raliKious 
diEBB  7— baei  ibou  loo  despaired  of  saving  thy  coutitry, 
ind  Baushl  refaae  from  oppression  in  the  shade  of  the 
tonveolT' 

"  It  matters  ooi  wholam."  satdCedrie;  "proceed, 
unhappy  wmnan,  with  thy  tale  of  honor  and  — ''' 
"uilt  mera "--    •'■ —  '■ ■' ■■■ 


otdlit 


al  be— thetB  is  guilt  even  in  thy  living 


inliut  guilt— iniilt,  i^t  lies  like 
-gutlt,  that  all  the  peniteniial 
It  cleanse.-yeB,  in  i^ese  halls. 


"There  is— (hare is,"  answered  the  wretched 
man,  dem  Mack,  dami' 

Ibeailf  herHmi. 

Hained  with  the  noble  and  , .-, 

and  my  brelhraii— in  these  very  halls,  to  have  Lvsd 
Iha  paniDour  of  iheir  murderer,  the  slave  stonce and 
tlM  partaker  of  hia  pleasures,  was  to  render  every 
bmih  whieb  I  dnw  of  vital  air,  a  crime  and  a 

"Wretched  woman!"  exclaimed  Cedric  "And 
vhilcihefnendaofthyhther— while  each  true  Saxon 
heart,  aa  it  breathed  a  requiem  (or  his  aoul.  and  tfaoae 
e(  hia  ralianl  sodj^  forgot  not  in  their  prayers  the 
tnonlaed  Ulrica—while  all  moumed  and  honoured 
the  dead,  thou  hast  lived  lo  moit  our  hate  and  eie- 
oatiaii — hved  to  unite  thyself  with  the  vile  tyrant 
who  murdered  thy  neatesl  and  dearest — who  shed  the 
bkaod  of  iaifanci,  reihsr  than  a  male  of  the  noble 
hooae  of  Tonjuil  WoUganger  should  survivB—wilb 
him  hast  tbou  lived  lo  nnile  thyseli^  and  in  the  bands 
d  lawlcaa  loval" 

"in  lawleaa  bands,  indaad,  but  nol  in  those  of 
lover'  answered  the  bag;  "  lore  will  sooner  visit  the 
icgioBB  of  sletnal  doom,  iban  those  nnhallowed 
la^la.— No,  with  that  -■  '--  ' "■ 

Il  d«vly, 
gvlf  ir  endeamisnla. 

"  Yon  balaa)  him.  and  yel  you  lived,    replied  Ced- 
ric:  "wrelchl   waa  Ihera  no  poniard- no  knife— no 
bc>dkia  I— Well  wta  il  for  Ibec^  since  thou  didst  pi 
•seh  ao  eiiMeiiet^  ihsl  the  sectel*  of  a  Norman  c 
ilean  hkethoBeoflhsBrave.    For  bad  I  but  drerni 
of  the  daughter  t^  Toraial  living  in  foul  comm 
wh  ihe  mmderar  of  bal  father,  iha  sword  of 


If  ofdiT 


and  degraded,  bavs  rej^cad  to  think  thai  there  yal 
breathed  an  avenger  at  our  unhappy  natioa,— I  slao 
have  had  mi  houn  of  vengeance— 1  have  fomented 
ihe  quamlB  of  our  tbea,  anil  heated  drunken  rsvdry 


heard  their  dying  groana!— Look  on  me,  Cedno 
t  there  not  atill  leu  on  this  foul  and  Ikded  lacs 
jme  traces  of  the  lealunu  of  Torquil  T' 
"Ask  me  not  of  them,  Ulrica,"  itplied  Cedric,  in  a 
ine  of  atief  mixed  with  abhorrence ;  "  dieae  mc«i 
irm  such  a  resemblance  Bs  arises  tmm  ths  grave 
r  the  dead,  when  a  Bend  has  animsied  the  hnleM 

"^e  it  so,"  answered  Ulrica)  "yet  wore  these 
Uendish  fealures  the  mask  of  a  tnirit  at  light  when 
they  were  able  to  set  at  variance  the  elder  Front-da- 
BcBuf  and  his  son  R^pnaJd  J  The  darkneaa  of  bell 
ihoiild  hide  what  followed,  but  revenge  must  lift  the 
'eil.  and  darkly  intimate  what  il  wonU  laiaa  Iha  dead 
:o  spedc  aloud.  Long  bad  Ibe  smouUering  fire  df 
discord  i^wed  between  the  tyrant  lalhaT  and  hia 
savage  son— Iqng  had  I  nursed,  in  aeeiet.  the  nnna- 
turaf  haired— ilbla*ed  forth  in  an  honrof  dmnken 
wassad,  and  al  his  own  board  fell  my  oppressor  by 
the  hand  of  his  tfwn  son— soch  are  the  secret*  iheae 
lutts  conceal  I— Rend  asunder,  ye  acemsed  arches," 
.e  added,  looking  up  towards  the  tool,  "  and  buiT 
„  your  fall  all  who  are  conscious  of  the  hideous 

And  thou,  creature  of  guilt  and  misery,"  said 
Cedric,  "what  became  thy  lot  on  tha  death  of  ihjr 
imvisherl" 

"  Qness  it,  but  ask  il  not.- Here-^iere  I  dwell,  till 
aget  premature  age^  haa  stamped  its  gbsslly  fesmres 
on  my  countenance— scomed  and  inaulted  where  I 
waaonoa  obeyed,  and  compelled  to  bound  the  revenge 
which  had  onos  such  ample  acope^  Ih  the  effinta  of 
petty  maUce  of  a  disconlenled  msmal,  or  the  vam  or 


bural  on  my  solitude. — Why  do  dasds,  long  sine 
done.  lisebdore  me  in  new  and  unsbtible  borron 
What  fata  is  ptapared  beyond  the  graTe  lor  bar,  » 
whom  Ood  has  sssigned  on  earn  a  lot  of  siicl 
okahle  wietchednosa  T   Better  had  I  « 


Woden,  Henha,  and  Zemebock— lo  Mula,  and  lo 
Skogula,  the  Ooda  irf  our  yet  nnbepliied  anceston 
than  endurs  the  dreadfhl  aniicipadona  which  have  of 
late  haunted  my  waking  and  tny  alecfiinB  hoon  I" 

"lam  no  piiesi,"  said  Cedric,  nmuogwilh  disgust 
from  ibis  miserable  picture  of  guill,  wretchedness 
and  despair;  "  I  am  no  ptieal,  though  I  wear  a  ptteat'i 
gaimenl." 

"  Priest  c 
the  first  I  h- 


ii,  I  will  not,  longer  abide  with  thse.' 


"SlMJ  JH . 

Ml  DOW,  Ma  of  my  ftlWi  fiisod,  kai  Iba  demon 
wbo  hu  nvanad  mr  lib  liiaiUd  tempi  me  la  emiBB 
mrnlf  w  il>y  bud-bauted  w»ni— Tbinkot  thon,  if 
Franl-de-Baaf  found  Cedric  ihe  Sazoo  in  hie  cmUk 
mniGhadiegmas,dutlhT  life  would  be  ■  lou  one  1 
--7Alnndy  hU  eye  an  been  upon  thee  like  ■  Itlooo  on 

"And  be  it  10,"  etidCediici  " end  let  him  tear  ms 
wilh  beak  and  lalooa,  ere  my  lonfnie  leyone  word 
wnieh  mybeait  dolh  not  wurant  Iwi!]  dice  Saxon 
—true  in  word,  open  in  deed— I  bid  thee  nvauni  1— 
touch  me  Dot^aiairme  noil— The  9i«ht  of  Fronl-de- 
Bcenfbinueu  IB  leaioditmato  ma  than  Ihoii,  degraded 
and  degeauiale  ai  ihou  an." 

"  Be  il  «>,"  ««id  Ulnca,  no  longer  intarrupting  him  i 
"rd  thy  way,  andtbtniiinlhemaolenceof  ihyatpa- 
noiin,  Ibal  the  wrelch  belbn  thee  ji  the  daughter  of 
thy  fathtr'a  friaod.— Oo  thy  vny— if  t  am  aeparaled 
from  maakind  by  my  aumnnjta — aaparaled  from 
ihon  wboaa  aid  I  might  moat  juitly  expect— not  lee* 
will  I  be  aepvalad  oom  them  in  my  revenge  I— No 
manabaUaid  ine,biil  the  ears  of  all  men  alult  tingle 
to  hearof  the  deed  urtueh  I  ahall  dare  to  do  I— Fare- 
well l—lhyicom  has  bum  the  laat  tie  which  laemBd 
yet  to  unite  ma  to  mgr  kind— « tbougbl  that  my  woes 
might  claim  Ihe  com^aBsion  of  my  people." 

Ulrica,"  aiid  Cednc,  lotlened  by  this  appeal,  "haat 
ihoa  borne  up  amd  endured  to  live  through  ao  much 
Ktoll  and  BO  much  misery,  and  wilt  thoa  now  yield  to 
deapair  when  thine  syea  are  opened  to  thy  Crimea,  and 
when  rqientaiioe  were  thy  fitter  occupation  7" 

"Cedri^"  aiuwered  Ulrica,  "thou  little  knoweal 
the  human  heart  To  act  aa  I  hate  acted,  lo  Ihink 
as  I  have  thougbt,  reqnirai  the  maddemns  kive  of 
pleature,  mmglad  with  iha  keen  appetite  of  revenge, 
the  proud  aonaciminMBB  of  poweri  dni^ie  too  m- 
toiicatmg  for  the  human  heart  to  bear,  and  yet  letaio 
ihe  power  u  praveal.  Their  fM«eha«  long  paeaed 
aw*y— Age  baa  no  pleaiures,  wrinhlei  have  no  influ- 
ence, tevenge  itaeli  diaa  away  in  impotent  curaea. 
Tlien  cornea  Rmme,  with  all  ilB  vijMra,  mixed  with 
vain  ngieta  for  the  paat,  and  de^Mur  tttt  the  fbture  I 
— Thm,  when  all  other  Btrong  imputeet  havs  oeaeed, 
we  become  like  the  Senda  in  hell,  who  may  fiKi  re- 
moras,  btti  never  rmantance.— But  thv  words  have 
awakened  a  new  soul  wiihin  me— Welt  haai  thoaaaid, 
(Ilia  posMbleforthoaswhodare  todiel— Thou  haat 
abown  me  tlie  meaoa  of  revenge,  and  be  aaauied  I 
will  embraco  ihain.  It  baa  Eilherlo  shared  this 
WBBted  bosom  with  other  and  mth  rival  pasaionB— 
henceforwaid  it  sbaU  posBess  me  wholly,  and  Ihou 
thytslf  riiall  Bar,  that,  whatever  was  the  lifeof  Vlnca, 
fav  death  wall  beeaine  tbedau^terofihi 
quiL    'nteie  ■  B  feroe  without  beleaguei 


whan  thon  riialt  see  a  red  flag  wave  from 

oniheaaauman^of  ihedaivoD,preaaiha 

bard- toey  will  then  have  enough  to  do  within,  and 

youmay  win  the  wall  in  apitn  both  ofbowani' 

goneL— Begone,  I  pray  thee—fbllow  thine  ow 
and  leave  me  to  mine. 

Cednc  would  have  inquired  brther  into  the  p 

wfaidiBbB  thus  darkly  announced,  but  ttaeaten. 

of  FtODI-de-BiBuf  was  heaid,  eiclaiming,  "Where 
lanies  this  Imnring  priest?  By  the  Bcillap-riidl  of 
ConuiaalellL  I  will  make  a  martyr  of  faim,  if  he  ' 
tsrs  here  lO  batch  ireaaon  amaiiD  my  domeeticB  I 

"  What  a  Inie  prophel,"  seid  UlriciL  "  ia  an  evil 
Bcieiiae  I  But  heed  him  not— out  end  to  thy  peoi 
Cry  your  Saxon  onalaugbi,  and  let  them  aing  ' 
wai-BOng  itfRoUo,  if  they  will ;  vengeance  afaall 

Aa  she  thoa  (poke,  ahe  vaniahed  through  a  pti — 
door,  and  Seginild  nonl-de-Bcsttf  enteled  the  apan- 
toaix.  Cedric, wilhBonediflleuttv,compelledhimsslf 
to  tnakeobeisanea  to  Ihehaugfalybrock  who  retained 
ma  eourieay  with  a  aUsbi  inclination  of  tha  bead 

"  Tby  pRiiteDts,  father,  havr  made  a  long  ahiift- 
K  IS  the  bsttst  for  tbem,  since  it  is  lbs  laat  ihev  aha 

---      ■       —       ■  .  ,        ,     leathr 


thy  qieech  methinl^  amadis  ofa  Saioii  tongue? 

"1  waa  bred  in  the  convent  of  St  Witbold  ^Bui- 
tn,    answared  Cednc 

"Ayl"  eaid  the  Baron;  "it  had  been  bettcj-  fiw 
L_  ..  1. —  ^j^  ,  Notman,  and  belter  lot  my  pat- 


the  harrying.    The  day  will  sc . .„„  ..—j. 

-'"ill  protect  the  Saxon  as  little  as  the  mail-coat." 
'Qod's  will  be  done,"  aaid  Cediic,  in  a  voice  ire- 
lons  with  pBaaion,  which  Ptont-de-Btsuf  imputed 

'I  Be^"  said  ha,  "thou  dresmest  atieadr  that  oar 

" "  -'    -  '  ;u>ry  and  thy  sle-vanlis; 

>1y  oSc&  and,  come  what 

pit  aaft  in  thy  ceO  as  a 

'  said  Cedri^  with  aq>- 

f«ssage,  then,  that  1  majr 

way  before  the 

choolcd  him  id 


ihou  haat  a  mind  of  the 


iB  charB' ,_,    ,.  ,„u^,.  » 

srt,  praised  be  Our  Lady 

my  [wrpwe.— Cany  thou 
lilip  de  MalToiaini  aay  il 
ten  by  the  Templar  Bran 
I  pray  him  u  send  il  to 
■n  and  horae  can  make. 
ibl  nothing,  he  shall  End 
COT  baltleman  t— Shame 
Dpelled  to  hide  thus  by  a 

s  Ittunp  of  OUT  horsea !  t 

ire,  until  our  friends  bting 
nee  is  swake,  and  aheis  ■ 

_  ..      _.  ahe  baa  been  gorged." 

t  my  patron  eainl."  said  Cedric,  vnth  deepef 
y  than  became  hia  character, "  and  by  every 
who  baa  lived  and  died  in  Enf^and,  your  com- 

"  -     "  ahallatirf 

.-„»„„—_  - Ha.  if  I  have  art  andinfl 

them  there,". 


!"  said  Froni-dB-Bnmi;  " 


It  iby 


yet  thouarl  ihyaelf  of  kindred  to  ....  - 

Cedric  waa  no  ready  practiaer  of  the  art  of  dissi- 
millatiim,  and  would  at  ihia  moment  have  been  moch 
die  better  of  a  bml  bom  Wamba'a  more  tin-tile  brain. 
But  DBCeaaity,  according  lo  the  ancient  proverts 
J. .  : .;_  (ndlia  mur" — '  -'•- 


^Btpena  m.„ 

der  his  cowl  concerning  the  men  in  auea' . 

eicommunieited  outlaws  both  lo  church  end  to  king- 


ered  satnething  nn- 
n  in  ^cation  being 


.    ..,    ...         forgoithat  — 

ID  snip  a  fat  abbot,  as  well  as  it  they  had  beenbofs 
south  of  yonder  aall  channel.  Was  it  not  be  of  St 
Ives  whom  thevtied  to  an  oak-tree,  and  compelled  to 

UmasB  while  ihey  were  rifling  hia  mails  and  his 
t— Na  by  our  l^y— that  jest  waa  played  by 
~  "  niddlemn,  one  of  our  own  companioni- 


aver  make.    Hast  thou  Brepared  tliem  for  death  7"  "Ay,  and  they  drank  oi 

I  toond  them,"  aaid  Cedric,  in  auch  French  aa  |  ale  that  lay  in  store  for  many  a  aecrel  carousal,  w — 
ha  could  eommand,  "expecting  the  worat,  from  ihei  yejirslend  ye  are  but  busied  with  vi«i!a  andbritneal 
iDogieottbsykjiewnilawhoaepowflrtbeyhadMeD."!— Priest,  thoa  an  bound  to  leveagesnchsacrilene." 


Cku.  XXVIL] 


"I  ■ 


le ;  "  Shu  Wiitaold  koowi  mj  bean." 
imt-de-Baa(  in  the  meui  whil^ledcfasimtoa 
on,  wfacR,  ftamag  th«  mail  on  i  amgU  plmk, 


Cedne;      

Pnmt-de-BMA 
poatoQ,  wfacR,  iWMUia  i —  „ — ,^  , , 

ib*r  na^«i  >  BDuIl  bubican,  oi  exlniar  defence, 
wbidi  conunniicaled.wilh  me  opeo  field  bj  t  mH- 

yae,  then ;  ind  if  than  wilt  do  mine  errand, 
'  ~    num  hithar  when  it  u  done,  ibou  ihtit 


tVANHCS.  n 

Ibe  finioDi  Nonun,  "  wliat  hara  jroo  bnnsht  ma 


■B«wtE 
■nd  if  ibou  ni 


sea  Saxon  IMicfaeaiiu 


in  ibe  ibaiii- 


, thettbt 

a  joDr  iiiiifiaw iiiii  hitiier  aftar  lbs  onilau^b 

■M  tboD  ihalt  have  as  much  Halvoiua  aa  would 


in  hand  ibe  wbUal,"  eoatiuued  lb* 
aa  iher  dbiW  at  Ihe  poctem  dour, 

Jcdric'a  reluclant  band  a  gold  bi'iani, 

addiK  "  SeiDeniber,  I  will  flaf  off  bolh  cowl  and 
AilLU&oaraileatin  ^  purpoae." 

^Aid  full  leave  will  1  give  thee  lo  do  both,"  an- 
maiiMl  Cedric,  leavinft  the  poatern,  and  atridins  Ibtlli 
onr  ihe  bee  field  wtib  a  io|riiil  uep,  "  iC  wben  ' 
meal  netL  I  deaerra  nol  better  at  thine  hand.' 


«  tirae,  "Fain  Nanoan,  thr  money  penah  with 

FioDl-de-BcBiif  heard  the  words  imperfecllr,  but 
the  aclian  waa  niqiciaiu—"  Archen,  be  causd  to 
die  wardoK  on  the  outward  balllemaata,  "i 


in  ■TTow  ihrough  you  monk's  ftock  I— yel  'layi  ha 
said,  aa  hia  retainera  wen  bending  Iheir  bona.  "  ii 
iTailsiwi — wemuatthua  far  mulhim  since  we  nave 
'  ■'"  •-■■■'-  '--  ,  not  betray  roe — al 
ibeas  Saioa  doss 
Flo  ]  Oiln  jailor,  [el 
1  before  ma  and  ibe 
ImeanofCoDintia- 
hat  call  ther  himi 


lo  belter  afaifL    I  think  he  dam  not  betray  .    . 
the  wiwal  I  can  but  treat  with  Ibeae  Saioa  doss 
■bom  I  have  aafe  in  keniwL— Rol  Oiln  jailinj  let 
theoi  briDK  Caliic  of  lUiherwood  before 
other  (JhA  hil  "■  ~  ' 

hu^h—Alhaal 

_„,ihB[  I  may' , 

trmory.  and  thither  lead  ibe  priaonm 


ii-de-Boof  too 

and  then  addreaaad  his 
a  in  which  Wamba  drew  il 
BOffB  of  diM  the  ^oomy  ■ 


of  Ccdiic,  (who  avoided  hia  Nan 
Kidom  atimd  beyond  hia  own 
aim  bom  diaconnoft  thai  ibe  m 
eaptivaa  bad  made  hifl  eacapa. 

*OallantaofEii0aad,"  said Froal-de-B<BD(  bow 
xfA  fa  your  enlertainnwDt  at  Toiqiulatoiie  1— An 
T*  yet  aware  what  your  ^ur^utd]/  and  miirwviddiKe* 


nwit  te  acoSwi  at  theentertainmenlof  aprinceof 
-^-  Hoaae  of  Anjoul— Have  ^  (asottai  bow  ye 
'  1  the  onnwrilad  bo^Htahly  of  iBa  royal  J<An  1 


ly  God  and  S  L  DaiOiL  an  vs  pay  I 

tdoL  I  wiQ  bang  ya  id  by  ine  laet  uuu 

•(  ttesa  window*,  till  iba  kilea  and 

kn«  Dmle  aketatooa  of  you  I — Speak „  , 

Igp— what  bid  ve  foi  your  wottfalea*  line?— How 
Mr  ton,  youofRotiieTwoodT' 
''Nol  a  doit  1,"  answered  poorWamba— "andfbr 
'  r  iq>  by  Ibe  feet,  my  brain  has  been  lopsgr- 
■ay,  ever  ance  lb«  biggin  waa  botOM 
. my  head;  ao.turainB  me  uptida  down 

''^n-Ganeviere.'"  laid  lSont-de-B<eni;  "what 


Ind  with  the  back  of  hia  hud  be  struck  Cadnc's 
j^  hnn  the  bead  of  the  Jester,  and  ihrowins  apeo 
I  la  aJlai^  discovered  the  fatal  badge  of  aetvitode,  iba 
drer  eoOar  round  hia  neck. 

"flilra    fifimml    ■'~tr  and  varietal"  eiclaiiDed 


"  I  think  I  can  tell  you,"  said  DeBracy,  iriio  inal 
cBlered  the  apartnwnL  "IV  i*  Cednc's  clown, 
who  ibi^t  ao  manful  a  ^irmiah  with  laaac  of  York, 
abput  a  qpeation  of  prBoedenee." 

"  I  ihall  aettle  it  br  iham  boO,"  n^lied  Fronl-de- 

Bctuf )  "  they  shall  bang  on  the  same  gaUowa,  nnlaaa 

*-'-  -laiier  and  thii  bow-  of  Caninsrinugb  will  nay 

for  tfaeir  livea.    Their  wealth  la  the  least  they 

■urrendn ;  they  muat  alao  cany  off  wilb  ihon 

wanna  tbal  are  beaettitw  the  caaile,  aobacnbe  • 

Bumoder  of  tbeiT  txatendatT  immimiiisa,  and  five 
uaaa  serfs  and  vasaals:  loo  happy  K  m  iha 

.rorid  that  ia  about  lo  bepn,  ws  leave  thsm  the 

breath  of  theti  noeOila. — Ot^'^aaid  be,  to  two  of  hia 
BlteiNliDta,  "fettji  me  the  ri^l  Cedric  hither,  and  I 
pardon  your  enor  for  oncei  ihe  rather  thai  yon  but 
miElook  ■  (bol  for  a  Saion  franklin." 

"Ay,  bat,"  uid  Waaiba,  "your  cbiTalrans  eicd- 
lencT  will  find  there  are  more  fools  than  fnmUioa 

"What  meana  (he  knevel"  said  Froot.de-B«Md 
—  ikinB  lowatds  his  Ibllowan,  who,  litigarmg  and 
loath,  altered  farlh  Iheii  belief  that  if  ilua  were  not       , 
Cednc  who  was  there  in  preseoce,  ih^  knew  not 
hat  was  beeome  of  him. 

"Saints  of  Heavenf  eidumed  De  Btaey,  "he 
uit  have  escaped  in  Ihe  monk's  Kannenlsf' 
"Fieodaof  faelH"  echoed  Front-de-Bmu^  "it  waa 
then  ifae  boar  of  RolbeTWood  whom  I  nabered  to  the 
postern,  and  dismissed  with  my  own  banda !— And 
ihoiL"  he  and  to  Wamba,  "  whoae  folly  oould  over- 
reach the  wiadom  of  idiota  yel  more  gross  dian  thy- 
selt^I  will  give  thee  holy  orders— I  will  shave  thy 
crown  for  thee  1— Here,  let  ibem  tear  the  scalp  froin 
hia  bead,  and  then  pitch  him  headlong  froin  the 
battlementa— Thy  trade  ia  to  jcel,  canat  than  jcat 

"  You  deal  with  me  better  iban  your  word,  noUe 
knigbl,"  wblmpetsl  ibrth  poor  Wamba,  whose  hatuta 
of  buffoonery  wore  not  to  be  overcome  eren  by  the 


prospect  ^  death  j  "if  you  give  m 
capyoupropoae,ov"   '"  ~ — ' ' " 


ile  poor  wretch,"  said  De  Bracy, 

-  ~  ' adon.— Protit-d«-Ba>ul 

re  him  to  me  to  mak ,— .  —  _, 

ooa.— How  saysl  thou,  knave  1    Wilt 
n  of  grace,  and  ga  to  the  wan  with 


'Froat-do'BcDui'  you  shall  not 
make  Biort  fbt  iny 


'Vvrmm  lav  «  Ed 


M  In  DialUt' JN*. 

hMU  B^nd  ■m  will 
■fUaif *  iM^tfl  the  Aw.'  - 


gBiD*  for  ual  Seearl  ibon  ik 
and  that  our  propoaed  mode  ua  uuu- 
vith  our  firiends  without  baa  been  dis- 
ifaia  aama  motley  gendamaD  thou  aitao 
ei1    WhatviewaliaTeweioBxpeeibttt 

if'  ..    ,. 

Itlonaiti  then,"  said  De  Bracy ;  when 
ar  eee  me  the  graver  for  ibe  ibptigta taof 
the  Templar  yonder,  and  let  him  flght 
irdi  br  hia  life  aa  he  baa  done  fbrbis 
I  tfaou  to  ihe  walla  diyself  with  thy 
^1  me  do  my  poor  endeavtair  in  my  own 

~.„ ill  thee  the  Saiou  ontlavrs  may  as  well 

attempt  lo  acale  the  douda,  aa  theeaatleof  Totqud- 
aioae;  or,  if  von  will  tteal  with  the  banditti,  wtay 
not  employ  tbe  mediation  of  this  WMthr  frankliiti 
who  anma  in  ancb  deep  tnnlcmplation  of  iba  wine- 
ftoRonl— Hict^  Saxon,"  he  continned,  addiaaamg 


AUwlHiK  and  bindina  the  cup  to  hu 
throtc  witn  inal  noble  uquar,  and  loa 
u  Mrwtut  tboo  will  Aototasj  libenr- 
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throtc 

"What _._    

ttanc^  "notiding  it  be  what  a  nan  of  manhoad 
ought.— DisniiM  me  tm,  with  mr  companiou,  and 
I  wlU  par  ■  ranaom  of  a  UMMuand  maiki." 

"  And  will  mocMTO'  umn  na  ibe  ratnal  of  thai 
■mm  of  numlund  who  an  twaimina  araund  the  caa- 
tie,  conlrary  lo  Ood'a  pew»  and  tbe  kin^aT'  aaid 
FWt-de-BtBuT. 

'in  •oCar  ul  cin,"  aniwered  Alludilane,  "I  will 
withdnw  them  i  and  I  tear  not  but  that  mj  tttba 
Cedric  will  do  his  bal  lo  unm  mg." 

"  We  an  agned  then,"  eiid  Pionl-de-ficanf— "  than 
and  they  an  to  ba  ut  at  fnedom,  and  peace  ia  to  be 
on  both  atdea,  for  payment  ol  a  uiouaand  macks.  Il 
it  a  niAinff  lanaom,  Saion,  and  thoa  wilt  owe  grati- 
tude to  the  modenbon  which  iccepu  of  it  in  ei- 
ehangsof  vour  tienona.  But  mark,  this  eitenda  not 
to  the  Jaw  laasc." 

"Nor  10  the  Jew  laaac'a  dau^ler,"  aaid  theTem- 
Slu,  who  had  now  Hined  iheib. 

"Neidm,"  aaid  Frant-de-B<BD(  "belong  to  tfaia 
Soion'a  oompany." 

"I  wen  unworthy  lo  be  called  Chnatiall.  if  thsy 
did"  rqdied  Athetaiane :  "dasl  with  the  uobelieven 


"'^eii 


''Neilber  doea  the  ranaam  include  the  Lady 
Rowana,"  aaid  Da  Bracy.  "It  ahall  nenr  be  aaid  1 
— '  — *  *' a  fair  prize  wilboul  amking  a  blow 


"  Neither,"  aaid  FroDt-de-Btsu£  "  doea  our  treaty 
nAr  lo  this  wretchsd  Jeeter,  whom  I  niain,  that  1 
may  make  him  an  eiample  lo  every  knave  who  Innu 
jaal  inu  earaeaL" 

"The  Lady  Kowena,"  answered  Alhelitaiie,  with 
the  moal  aleady  counlenince,  "ia  mj  affianced  bride. 
I  will  be  drawn  by  wild  horaes  belora  I  conaenl  to 
pan  with  her.  The  alave  Wamba  haa  ihia  day  eaved 
the  Uls  of  my  bther  Cedric— I  will  loae  mioe  an  a 
hair  of  nia  bead  be  iniund." 

"Thy  affianced  bndel— llie  Lady  Bowena  ihe 
.m.nfiil  bride  of  a  vasaal  like  tbeel"  eatd  De 
Biacy:  "Salon,  thou  dreameat  that  the  daya  of  ihy 
aeveo  idiwdoma  arc  reluined  again.  I  tell  thee,  the 
Piincea  of  iba  Hooae  of  Aniou  confer  not  their  warda 

tipliHl  Atbelstane, 
1  and  ancient  than 
boae  livioff  ia  won 
bom  he  aasemblea 
ren  my  anceslon, 
il,  who  every  day 
la  than  thou  canal 
le  names  have  been 
I  Rcordfld  by  Wil- 
intened  amid  the 
mba  minateza  have 


"the  Saxon  hath  hit  Ihee  ftirly" 

"  Aa  fairiy  aa  a  captive  can  atrlkB,"  aaid  De  Bracy, 
with  apparent  cardoaneaa i  "for  be  whoaehandaan 
tied  ahouldhavehiatongueatfraBdom.— Bui  thy  glib^  aa 
Mae  of  npiy,  comnide,"   rejoined  be,   apeaking  lo    " 
Alhditane,     will  not  win  the  freedom  of  the  Lady 
Rowena." 

To  ihia  Albelatane,  who  had  already  made  a  longer 
•ni-h  ihun  wu  hii  ciulom  (o  do  On  uiy  topic,  how- 
t,  ntumed  no  answer,    llie  conveiaa. 
d  by  ibe  arrival  of  a  meoial,  who 
10^  demanded  admiltoace  at  the 
pMtentaala. 

"  In  ina  name  of  Sami  Beonet,  the  pnnee  of  theae 
l<^l-beini*,"  aaid  Front-de-B<aii£  "  bave  we  a  naJ 
nk  tni*  tima  or  anolber  impoetor  1  Search  him, 
'    anyeniHeraaecondimpoBiorUibepalnira 
will  havBjmtreyea  torn  oat,  and  hot  coala 


myoa,lwi1 

:  into  the  ec._. 

l^  me  endun  the  extnmity  of  your  anger,  my 

lord,    aaid  Qilea,  "if  this  be  not  a  real  ahanKng. 

TonraqniraJoodyn  knaira  him  well,  ind  will  vouch 
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monk  in  attettdanea 


ta  an  relieved  finm 
wildly  Ihrough  iha 
I  and,  Saion,  think 


.o  be  brother' Ambroae, 

i^on  the  PnoT  of  JorrauU." 

"Admit  him,"  aaid  Plonl-de-Bffluf] 

—  brings  oa  nowa  from  hie  jovial  maati 

devil  keqn  holiday,  and  the  ~~ 

duty,  that  they  are  siroUinfc 
oountiy.  Retnove  these  pn*a 
on  what  ihon  haat  baard." 

-  "1  daim,"  said  Albeiatana  "an  hononrsble  im 
piiaonnunf,  with  due  cam  of  my  boatd  and  of  my 
couch,  as  becomes  my  rank,  and  ae  ie  due  to  oim  vrbo 
ie  in  treaty  for  ransom.  MoreoTer,  I  hold  him  tiaat 
deems  himaelf  the  best  of  you,  bound  lo  answer  10  me 
with  his  body  for  this  ■ggiesaion  on  my  freedom. 
This  defiance  bath  already  been  sent  lo  thn  by  thy 
aewerr  ibon  underliesi  it.  and  ait  bound  to  anawer 
me— lltere  liea  my  glove," 

"I  answer  not  the  challsnge  of  my  prisoner,"  fwid 
Front-de-Bonif ;  "  nor  shall  tboo,  Maurice  de  Br«ey. 
^Gilea."beconiinuKl.  "bang  Ihe  franklin'sgloveiiiioii 
tl      ■  lalliir*- 

01  ibaekr 

JD  who  ap- 

hi  weiaVcil 


JO  nracy  h  ™|jiT  i      yc  owe 

faith  and  holy  chanty ;  for 


lh<,„. 

"  Ye  are  friends  and  allies  of  our  nvennd  father  in 
Ood,  Avmer,  Prior  of  Jorvaulx,"  aaid  the  monk,  with- 
out noticing  the  tone  of  Do  Bracy's  reply:  " 

him  aid  both  by  knifditi    '    '       '  '  ~ 

what  saitfa  the  bleased  S „ 

Dt  Cirritati  Co*"^ 

"  What  saith  the  devil  I"  intemipted  Pronl-de- 
Bceal;  "or  rather  what  duel  ihoa  say.  Sir  Prieatl 
We  havelitlle  time  to  hear  teilsfrom  the  holy  (■Ibers." 

"  Saiuta  Maria  I"  ejaculated  Father  Ambrose, 
"how  pmmpl  toire  are  these  unhallowed  laymen! — 
Bnt  be  it  known  lo  you,  brave  knidiu,  thai  a 


nojj  mouf  iquouET,  ana  iu  wnuui  I 
"  Suiely,"  said  Ambroae,  "  he  is  in  the  bands  of  ihe 
tan  of  Belial,  infeslers  of  these  woodf 
a  of  the  holy  teil,   'Touch  not  mim 


u  uksof 

>1  raMue 

"The  foul  fiend  qneO  the  nmr'  aaid  ProU-de- 
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Boiifi  "luaracinuaB'a  drauzhi  bubaem  diici 
Wbco  did  thj  nustar  heu  M  ■  Namun  barer 
buckling  bii  [xim  lo  nliBTg  ■  churchmiin,  irtioiB 
■re  WD  liniaa  m  WM^Iy  M  oun  I—And  how  ei 
do  ■n^t  br  Tilour  to  free  turn,  thai  ue  cooped  up 
bn  bf  lea  tiiw  our  uambv,  ind  expect  in  mmiifl 
arerTDwaiBKr' 

"lad  thai  wtM  what  I  ma  iboul  lo  Idl  rou,"  BaU 
tbe  Book,  "  bad  tooi  hutmeaa  aUoirod  ma  linia. 
&■[,  Qod  help  mc^  I  amoUiaDd  lbea«  loa]  ooalaushtt 
dittraol  an  ued  man'a  braiii.  NenrUlelea,  it  u  of 
natj  (hat  l&a*  aaiBlDbie  ■  camp,  and  raiae  a  bank 
■KaiiuL  the  waUa  of  thia  eaalle." 

"  To  liM  balllameau  f  cried  De  BraOT,  "  and  let  tu 
mark  what  ibeaakiuTei  do  without)"  and  ao  aaying. 
he  opened  a  lallioed  window  which  lad  to  a  aort  of 
baniaan  or  pniectuig  balooar,  and  imaiediat(d)>  called 
&DIII  thenca  to  ihoae  in  the  ananinent— "  Saint  Dian- 
nia,  but  the  old  mtmk  hath  bioDcht  ma  lidinDat— 
Ther  bcioK fonratd  manteleM aDdparaaea,*  a^  iIm 
■n^wn  muaur  on  the  ^ina  of  the  wood  like  a  dux 
cloud  before  a  hiil-ilonn." 

Raginald  FiDDi-de-Bonf  ilaa  looked p_„  .^ 

Sdil,  and  inuDediatdr  anaichsd  his  bugle  i  and,  aflai 
winding  a  long  sad  loud  bLut.  commuided  hia 
to  thHrpoau  on  the  wall*. 

"  De  Bncr,  look  to  the  eaitera  tide,  when  the  walla 
BIB  loweat—Nobla  Boia-GuUbert,  thy  (nds  hath  well 
lui^l  thee  how  to  attack  and  defend,  look  thon  tc 
tbe  weatern  aide— I  myadf  will  take  poal  at  Iha  bor- 
— ■--  four  eieniona  to  anrona 
It  this  day  be  ersry  woere, 

~, 1  it  poatiSK  ao  aa  lo  carrr 

., DT  and  relier  wherever  the  attack 

■  holteac  Our  nombera  ai«  &w,  but  acliTilf  and 
aaiaga  m>r  auDpljr  that  defect,  aince  we  hare  onlr 
-  -" :h  rued  doi —  " 


ho^dextooualv  thef  a»illhemwlne  ofayery  conr 
whichatnisorbneh  iSbrde,  and  ihun  anoaing  theni- 
aaltea  to  ihe  diot  of  our  cnna-bowal  I  tpy  neii' 


r  cnwa-bowa  71  apy  neither 
ing  ihem,  and  yet  will  1  gaga 
ibey  are  led  on  by  aoDe 
,  akiUitl  in  the  pfaolice  of 


pnparalun*  lor  deleace,  "  will  none  of  ye  heai  ihe 
m«i«a«B  of  the  revwend  tther  in  God,  Aymer,  Prior  of 
Jorraoli  1—1  bcieech  thaa  to  hsar  ma,  noble  Sir  Rs- 
RiDaldr' 

.  "  Oo  patter  thy  petidona  In  heaTen,"  aaid  the  fierce 
IVorman.  "  loT  we  on  eanh  hare  no  lime  to  liiten  to 
"   1  theraAnaabalaeelBataeeUiingpitcbtnd 


-Ring  abraad  my  banner  with  tfaaold  boll'aluad- 
the  knana  ahall  aooa  find  with  whom  they  hare  to 
doihiadarr' 

"  BdI,  Dobie  SI,"  cDDliaued  the  monk,  penatatiog 
in  hit  mdeavours  lo  draw  allanlion,  "cooaider  my 
vow  of  obedience,  and  lot  ma  diacfauga  myadf  ofmy 

Awi*  with  thii  pratina  dotard,"  aaid  Fiani-de- 
Bout  "b)A  him  tm  in  tbe  diapd,  to  leU  hii  beada  till 
the  broil  be  over.  Itwill  beanew  thinglotheaainla 
1  Tbrqidlnone  fd  heai  avaa  and  patera ;  they  hare 


lalhey  n 


,_L-III f-  - 


"Blaaphema  nt.. , , „ 

aaiddeBracy,  "  we  ahallhaTe  need  of  their  i 
bdim  yon  raacal  ront  diaband." 

"I  expect  little  aid  bun  their  hand,"  aaid  Fmnt-de- 
Biaat  onlen  we  were  to  borl  (hem  from  the  biltle- 
meota  on  tbe  beada  of  the  villaina.  llien  ia  a  hoge 
hrabenng  8ain t ChnaupheriroDderi  anScMtll to beiir 
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knighl  or  Bentlaman, 


I 

The  demonalraliona  of  the  eoemy'i  immedjate 
approach  cut  off  all  brlha  diaoourae.  Each  knif^l 
repaired  to  hii  poal,  and  at  the  head  of  the  few  foUow- 

ara  whom  ihrn  were  able  10  n      -"     ' 

Duinbera  inadeiuale  to  dele 

the  walla  ttaey  awaited  with  calm  dt 
threaleoed  oiaauli. 


Oiri  hiatoty  mual  needa  retrograde  for  the  ^lace  of 
.  few  pagea,  to  inform  die  reader  of  cstain  paaauea 
latenal  lo  hia  UDdentandiim  the  reel  of  thia  im- 
parlant  otrralivo.  Hia  own  mteUigence  may  indeed 
have  easly  anticipated  thai,  when  Ivanhoe  aimk 
down,  and  aeemed  abandoned  by  all  the  world,  it 
waa  the  importunitf  of  Eabacca  which  pioniled  on 
her  ftlhcr  (o  have  die  gallant  roong  waiiiar  uana- 
PDtted&omthelialato  thahoaaawhwh  bt  (be  nma 
the  Jewa  inhabited  in  the  aubiiiba  of  Aahby. 
ItwooMnoi  hate  bean  difficalt  to  ban  peranaded 
■ac  to  thia  atep  in  any  other  eircDmitanoei,  &>  hit 
waa  kind  ajid  stalefiiL  But  bahadalao 
~  «M  acrupulouB  Unidity  of  hia  pi    ' 


Roodlr  pniy— but  to  carry  bim  It 

_.jiieeL  nasi  ihou  well  conaidanQ  1~he  ia  a  Chtia- 
tian,  and  by  our  law  we  may  not  deal  with  ihaattao- 
ger  and  Gentile,  aave  tor  the  adianlage  of  our  com- 

"  Speak  not  ao,  mydeai  &lher,"  replied  Rebeccai 

wB  may  not,  indeed  mix  with  ihemm  banquet  and 

in  jollity ;  but  in  woonda  and  in  mlaeiy,  the  Qeolila 

becometh  the  Jew's  brother." 

"' would  I  knew  «4ial  the  IWibi  Jaoob  Ben  Tndala 

'      ine  on  il,"  niilied  laaac.— "nerenheleaa, 

youth  moat  not  bleed  to  death.    Let  Selh 


would  opine  o 

tha  cpod  youtt 

•ndwubenbei 

'Nay,  IM  t' 


[  liiiar," 


cfa  bad  ukm  fitet  daring 
1.  Rdncct  atimiiwd  the 
d  10  ilmdnalDaniymD^- 

infonngd  bn  fktiur  that  if 
r  which  thi  amt  liliiwIiiMi 
lennie,  uid  a  th*  hmlimi 
hI  iu  rinn^  them  WW  no- 
n'B  life,  md  that  b*  micibl 
c  with  ihem  oa  ths  eoeann 
I*  btuk  at  thia  annmicia- 
riUiDElr  ham  ttofipti  tbon 
uld^VeMl  dw  woanded 
I  ihe  hooN  when  he  was 
in  aaaoiaDca  lo  tba  Hdmw 

tUeipeiBMilioiiU  badn^ 
Tar,  Rebecca  appoard  many 

ODirnMntioB  two  that  baa 
le.  The  one  wa%  that  ah* 
be  phial  of  pradouabalaam 

-■■— a  erf  bar  o" — 


id  kniabt,  Wlfied  of  Ivas- 
inrita  at  nicbaid  CiBi~   * 
le  monarcb  aboold  n 


t  aqnandavd  upon  otben 
IdandabidulaarMltViOT 


pwerred  tothoaats  whom 
ed  ibem.  And  bim  wbMtt 
id  call  ihe  LioD'a  Heai^ 
r  me  10  fall  into  (he  band* 
■  ibao  into  hiK  if  he  Aall 

dealing  with  hie  brother, 
r  lo  ihy  Gounael,  and  tbie 
>  onlo  York,  and  our  bouaa 

oniil  hia  woondi  ahall  be 
Lion  Heart  diell  twain  to 
A  danad,  than  ahati  llua 
to  me  aa  a  wall  of  ddten^ 
re  ahall  bunt  hum  aninat 
lb  not  nmrn,  Ovt^freil 
or  iJiai^  when  be  diaK 
[th  of  bn  nar  and  of  hia 

-— '-lyand  tbia  c" ' 


I  of  Belial." 

ig  waa  naariy  tdoaed  that 

t»oken  alumber,  nndar  ibe 
ch  ate  nalarallr  attendant 
te  of  inaenntHlitr.  He  waa 
call  eiaetlr  lo  maoKiiY  tba 
receded  hia  fell  in  the  liata, 
Md  chain  of  ibe  e*enta  in 
atetdav.    A 


led«1^lh( 


spree  neeearitaL  dthoofb 
un  of  fait  wound. 
>  Ibnnd  hunaelf  in  a  raoia 
It  having  cnahtona  inairad 
in  other  npecia  partaking 
na,  that  ba  benn  lo  dovltl 

abje  aleep,  InMi  Irana- 
of  PalMine.  llMim- 
whcp,  tba  tapQHiT  beiic 
to,  dnaaed  in  a  licb  habit. 
Raatam  laata  ibaa  that «( 
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Europe  riided  ftnncfa  lb*  <liNHr  whidt  ii 
aod  wu  Bdlvmd  bf  ■  ■wwtb)' dMDMUc 

As  tiM  wgoBilBd  kni^i  wn  (boot  to  taatem  Ilu* 
lur  apiantion,  ibe  inpoMd  alaDoa  br  pUcinflbar 
ihillilw  fijifiTiijinn  hnriiiliTHr».Trm1n  thnntmililTi 
HOTOKbiiiB  bun.  praeeauil  to  nocorer  IvanWa 
3b,  utd  tbe  kirSr  JewoH  Miufied  hBrntf  that  il^ 
'  '!■  plaoe,  and  iba  wound  douig  vmL 
RUik  wiibagraMAil  anddicnified 

J odmi',  which  might,  «yeo  in  more 

dar«,  haTB  wirna  (o  redeem  it  .bun  whal- 
™  might  MBm  wpngant  lo  ferohi  delieniy.  Ina 
idaa  of  ao  roung  ud  lauitilDt  ■  pcoon  tagtffti  in 
attukdanee  on  a  ack-bnl,  or  in  dnMUB  the  wound  of 
one  of  a  d^nut  aai,  wai  nieltad — 


in  iha  Hebrew      _         

who  had  been  freqiniti)'  her 


I'a  Mwand  biiatdinctioni  were  Bren 
i^olddomr" ^'- 


unknown  longne.  bowerer  hanb 


dw  mi^i  ban  nundad  whm  uiietad  Iw  a 

had.  eocniniframba  be«utilul  Rabacca,  (be: 

lir  *Bd  iibiaaiin  aAct  whioh  bngr  aacn^~~ 

■  pconounead  by  aome  benaaeoit  E 

la,  mdaad,  to  ibaaar,  bat,  bom  Iha 

ttaee,  and  bcnignitir  of  aapaet,  whii 

tbany  lOBching  and  aMcdng  lo 


, ~^ ■(  proper  tor  bia  noorair  i  and  il  waa 

■M  unii]  ihoaa  wen  eoimteied,  sad  ibia  kind  phy- 
amn  abont  10  radn  ibat  bi>  ounoanr  could  no  Iwcti 


najeaed  liini&m^ia^  imd  which  ba  tbon^l 
IUt  to  be  nmkniaad  bjr  the  laitan'd  and^eal—  _ 
dannel  wbo  olood  before  liim— "I  pny  you  senile 
nnidm,  ti  jaai  cowiea]r" 

But  here  he  waa  intamiptad  br  hia  &ir  pbnidsn, 
■  aniie  whicb  abe  acaree  could  auppnea  dimpling  tot 
an  mstanl  ■  Uee,  whoae  genenl  expresBon  waa  lba( 
irf  axiiBmpUtiTe  melancholy.  "I  am  of  Gwland, 
Sir  Knighl,  and  nak  iha  Engliah  tongua,  allhouidi 
mr  dnaa  and  mr  lineagB  belong  to  anomer  cliniBt&" 

''Noble  damael,"— again  the  JCnigbt  of  Ivanhoe 


"  PmUiw  not  on  mt,  Sir  Enigbl,"  i 

■'   ■   '    "      ■  '       'lysaabould 

poor  JeWeaa, ^^ 

of  tnal  lasac  of  Yoifc,  to  whom  you  were  n  lately  a 
■ond  «jid  kind  kntl.    It  well  bacomea  him,  and  tboaa 


tnthet  of  Dobie.    it  ia  wtU  yna  abould  i^eedily  ki.. . 
tittt  yea-  faandmaidai  ia  «  poor  JeWiaa,  Iha  dMcnle 


of  Iw  bovaebold,  lorcitder  ._ 

ance  aa  yoqr  jneaent  (tale  neceeeaiily  i 

I  know  not  irtietber  the  fair  Rowena  would  faai  _ 
been  altoMher  laliafled  wilh  ihe  neciea  of  eniotioD 
wxfa  whidi  her  deroled  knisht  had  hilbnlo  uud  on 
the  beutiAil  leatarea,  and  lair  Ibtm,  andluMroua 
nea  of  the  Inrely  Rebecca ;  eyra  wboae  brilliancy  waa 
uaded,  and,  la  il  ven,  mellowaiL  by  the  fringe  of 
her  hng  sdken  ayelaabea,  and  which  a  minatrel  would 


n  Ibe  M 

.    Hue  Rebecca  bad  b 


far  ihia  TCTT  pnipoae  abe  h>d  haaianed  to  meiMon  h<c 
iitfaer'a  name  and  linaaga;  yet— br  the  bir  and  wiaa 
danghler  of  laaac  waa  not  witboal  a  touch  of  lemala 
weakneaa— ahe  could  not  but  aigfa  inlamallr  wbon 
Ibe  glauoa  of  reeHcifid  adofaanon,  not  allOBalber 
tmmiiad  with  tendnDeaav  mb  whicb  Itanhoa  hod 
hitherto  regarded  bia  unknown  benebctreaa,  waa 
MdiangBdaioneetoramaonwcold.eompoaed,  and 
eoUeeted,  and  fraught  with  no  deeper  leeliag  umd 
dut  which  aipreaaed  a  gretafiil  aenae  of  courteay 
laoeiTed  from  an  uoenMCIol  quarter,  and  from  one<U 
an  iniiauT  race.  Il  waa  not  thai  banbo^a  tornier 
cania^  eipreaasd  man  than  Ilul  general  derolknal 
homage  which  youth  alwaya  paya  to  beauty  t  TM  it 
waa  morlifyiiifi  that  one  word  ■iimUopema  aa  a  vdl 
to  remore  poor  Rebecca,  who  codd  not  be  Mippqeed 
■ItogMber  i^unant  of  ber  title  to  aoeb  bonaga,  into 


moiif  hand  aad  I UOB  hMit,  and  dan  hut  bnaMai 
ihc  {>nde  of  Ama  (omiiM  and  thoMof  dnr  kins  wksD 
tbetr  hora  waa  moat  htBhlr  aialted  j  aod  t>t  the  avd 
which  ibou  haai  mttttStti,  aeaat  ihou  not  that  Haa- 
Tni  hu  raiaad  Ihae  a  hdpa  and  a  phwciall,  «nN 
amoiw  tfas  moai  dawiaad  of  the  land  1— ThmCm  ba 
aTeoadaaDtaM  and  Dual  that  Ihoa  art  pnawvadbr 
aome  mami  which  ihiiw  atm  Aatl  wois  Ufiin  tUa 
M<«le.  jUini— BodhaTuiKiakaDtuiiwdiciiMwIueh 
I  ihall  asnd  thae  by  tha  haiul  of  Rsaban,  i  iiinnwa 
ihinslf  agaiQ  to  nat,  that  diou  mayat  b«  the  raota  aUa 
to  andnn  tha  iaomB/  on  tha  nocaading  day." 

eoomoed  br  tbe  taaaoniiiK  >i>d 
'  Bebecca.  titt  dtaoKlu 
wUKBKanMa  adminiaiand  waa  of  a  ttdative  and 
natwlK  qoalil]',  and  aacurad  tha  patient  aooDd  and 
nndiatmbed  alombera.  In  the  momin^  hia  kind  fltf- 
udan  (bond  bim  enlird]'  tnetmm  Ivreruh  armptoaM, 
and  fit  (o  mulargo  the  faticoe  of  a  joamer. 

H«  waa  dapoaied  in  tba  horaa-liticr  whu4i  h>ii 
broonil  him  fiom  (be  liati^  and  eiatr  p 
taken  for  hi*  uavelling  wiih  tt"     '~  " 

Manoe  onl;  eran  the  a ~~ 

unable  to  Mcoie  aufficiai 

dation  of  the  woundad  knishL 
tiaralkr  ofJuvenal'atenu  aal 

robboT  bcfine  hi*  ejraa,  ooitac ^ 

alika  aceoonied  fair  gtiae  br  the  maiaoding  Noimaa 
Dobk  and  br  the  Suon  outlaw.  Ha  thatobta  jotir- 
s  _.  -  gfg^  ^)^  ggj  made  iiiort  halla,  and 

DK>  tbatbepaaacdbyCadiie  and  Athal- 
agrcnj  bout*  (be  atari  of  faira,  bat 


irtio  had  beat  delayed  br  their  protracted  f—ting  at 
the  oonTCQl  of  Samt  mihold'a.  Yet  neh  was  th* 
virtue  of  Hiriam'a  balaani,  or  eucta  the  amngtfa  of 
Inuhoe'e  coaaiiiaiiotL  that  he  did  ooi  natain  ftvnt 
the  liuniad  jonmay  that  moanTenienea  whidi  hia 
kind  ph7«dan  hid  anrehended. 

Inanothsrpoinlofnew,  however,  tha  Jew'a  haat« 
-roved  aoDMnvfaat'mora  tliBD  good  need.  Thenf(> 
Jty  with  which  be  inaiated  on  travelling  bted  aerenl 
duinua  between  him  and  the  Dtrir  whom  ha  had 
•-"-*-       "md  him  aa  a  guard.    Tbeae  tnen  wsw 

, not  free  bv  any  meMMfknm  the  oaiioital 

love  of  eaae  and  good  livins  vrtiich  tha  Normana 
aa  laiinen  tnd  glntiony.    BeveraiBg 


adtea  duaspoinied,  br  the  randitr  with  winch  ha 
iniialedoD  their  proceedmg.  liieyremonatratedalaa 
upon  the  liak  of  aamasa  to  their  horae*  Iw  theae  fimad 
inaidiea.  F^aUy,  there  aroae  betwiil  laaac  and  bia 
aatalliiea  a  deadfy  bud,  concerning  iba  qoamity  of 
wine  and  ale  lo  be  allowed  for  oonnunpnon  at  eack 
meaL  And  dine  it  ha|ip«ed,  that  when  the  alam  of 
dann  approached,  and  that  iriiidi  liaae  feared  was 
liktd;  to  come  upon  him,  he  waa  deaartad  by  lb*  dia- 
GOntentad  meneoariea  os  iriioae  pioieoian  he  had 
relied,  wilboat  uanx  tha  meaoa  neceeaair  to  aeotna 

In  dua  deplorable  oonditian  tbe  Jew,  with  bia  dangii- 
ur  and  hn  wounded  patiea^  were  fbimd  by  Cadt^  aa 
ha*  aliaady  been  noticed,  and  aoon  aTlerwaida  Ml 
into  die  power  of  De  Bracy  and  hie  ccHifaderatea. 
Ltttia  mnoewaaat  firei  talun  <<lbe  boree-htter^  anil 
it  im^t  have  remained  behind  but  Ibt  tha  eurioaty  f^ 
De  ftacT,  iriw  looked  into  it  under  the  impreaMo 
diat  it  mufal  contain  the  object  of  hi*  cDleipriBr^  for 
Sowena  bad  not  unveiled  benelf.  But  De  Bney'i 
aaioniahinmi  waa  coitnderable,  *riien  he  diacovcrad 
that  the  litla  aoniaioed  i  woimded  man,  who,  con- 
ceiving himeelf  to  hart  (alien  into  the  power  of  Saitm 
outlawa,  with  whom  hi*  name  might  be  a  protection 
lor  bimaelf  and  hia  Ihendis  ftankly  avowed  himaelfta 
beVmbBdoflTanho& 

The  ideu  of  chivalnma  honour,  which,  amidat  hia 
wddneee  and  levily,  neverallerlT  abandoned  De  Bra- 
cy,  Dtohibiled  him  fiom  doing  the  kni^t  any  injiiiT 
in  hi*  ddeacdwB  oondition,  and  aiually  inieidictaa 
biibetiayinghiin  to  FioDl-ae-B(»u(  who  would  hav* 
had  no  acmplea  to  put  to  death  under  any  dreum- 
Btancaii  tberivalclumanltfibefiafoflTanbap.  On 
Uw  odw  band,  lo  liberate  a  auilor  nrefarml  by  dn 


IMt  apgmi.  Mth*  CTMtti  of  tha  laoramimt,  md 
inimi  Wtefftmfma  branhiwai  bom  hi>  f»- 
ttan'B  hoo^  had  mde  matur  of  natorietr,  wu  ■ 
pilch  tu  abon  the  di|{fal  of  Ds  Brac/s  genoDBt*. 
A  imdilli  MMW  betwixt  good  and  «tU  wu  bU  which 
1m  toad  houalf  capi^  of  arioptiiig,  and  he  com- 
attiiM  m  of  hia  own  aguina  lo  keep  don  by  the 
liiMt  lad  M  aoflar  bo  one  to  approach  it.  If  iiqea- 
tioBail  dwr  wedmcted  br  their  maaMr  lo  ear,  oat 
"        wof  lh«  Ladjr  Howena  wai  cmlored 


-— »_.i_.  ii inbmea,ilieoiieon 

dHJew'Btnuare.aoddwolberonhiidaaefaler,  Da 
^tef*  ■pnica  ccanTed  iTMhoe,  atill  aadar  the 
■uaeof  a  wounded  Munde.  to  aifiatanl  apanmeot. 
IIb  nplaDaiion  was  accordinglr  ntnimd  bj  theae 
ma  to  Fn>Dl-do-BiBaC  wben  be  qneatioiMd  them 
wfaftlurlUd  not  make  fiiT  the  blliuiiwiiu  iqioD  the 

"  A  wDonded  c«>fnpaiuon  f  he  npUed  in  neat  wiaih 
"H*'Vii-*"~*"'    "No  wonder  that  ebmii  and  reo- 

ianeMtlt^  and  thai  dowua  and  amnbri*  eraid 
fcHaoMe  la  noblae,  ajaee  meo-at-anna  have  trnned 
■tkmco'BiimHa,  aodFneCaBvaiuiHii  are  Biown 
hwiiiii  of  drins  folk'a  cnrtaina,  irtien  the  caatle  ia 
rtou  n  beaaauled.— To  the  batUemeaii,  j»  loiter- 
tat  lillaiiur'  he  eidaiiDed,  niaog  hit  etentaian 
vvKBiffldieBRbea  anoM  mnc  (Stoti "  to  me  bat- 
duBwdw^  or  1  «^  vlintv  roar  boiiaa  with  chia  trim- 

ne  BOD  aalkil)r  replied,  "  that  ihey  denrod  nothins 
liWi  than  to  HO  10  the  battlemaola,  sonditg  Pront- 
dB-BMrf'woold  bear  them  ovt  with  thtir  muter  who 
•bJ  linmi^^d  iham  to  tend  the  dfiDs  nuii." 

"  nioiiwd  tb«  Buon  I  "  I 
Irmg  men  an  we  aund 
But  I  will  nlieve  the 

.lanwn  of  roan. — Han, 

Buon  witeh;-faeareai  roe 


pnBiae  tnee  we  Miall  au  He  d 
*M  10  it  tha  non  etoadr. 
iBMil  Dpon  thia  caitiff  cxhbdi 
Kaed-haB-«md  of  >,Bmi 


___  be  uoded,  whiitt  tbMe  knavee  •- — . 

iii«a     llnii  be  two  aiUaata  eamiadei,  with  irind- 
taeae  and  qoMrrila*— lo  the  bnbwan  widi  jtm.  and 

■eevoB  <line  each  boltthnnali  ~  " "" — 

Aenco,  who,  like  moat  art 

find  of  ■mrvnas  and  detealed  inaction, 

to  tbeaeeaeafdaOjiBraathef  IT 

■kaalkedlanof  IrairiKiewal 

ir  Dlriea.    Ka  j^  wboae  hiun 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

A  MOMmn  ofpeiil  ia  nflen  alio  a  moment  of  opi 
h«Med  kindneea  and  aKaction.    We  are  Ihrowit  on 
ev  ^nd  br  the  fencnl  ^tatioa  of  ont  Gvitinga,  and 

bcmr  the  inteaatr  of  tboee,  which,  at 

poiou  our  pmdcnee  at  leaeE  conceal^ 

alai|iiilii»  intieae  them.    In  flnding 

annln  the  ■dsof  Ivanbo^  Rebecca  w 

■t  the  >ean  aeDaaliaa  of  piMMm  triud 

Mcad,  even  at  a  time  when  all  around  tLnn  uwu,  -•• 

danger,  if  notdeapair.    Aaahelelt  hia  pulBe,andin- 

varvd  after  hia  health,  there  waa  a  aMnaaa  in  her 

tendi  mnd  in  bar  accents  implying  a  kinder  m~ 

than  riie  woald  bendf  have  been  pteaaed  lo 
— timtaiilr  emraaaod.    Her  Toice  faltered  am 

hmid  ireBiblal,  and  it  waa  only  the  cold  queati 

Inabaa^"laiiToa,iiniiks  mudenl"  which  recalled 
hvto  htfaatt  and  reminded  bertha  eenaationa  which 
AeUtwera  not  and  eoold  not  be       -    '     ■  -'-^ 


Rebecca,  in  compliance  with  the  w 

.jade  thai  attempt  lo  bring  Cedric  i 

Knigfat'a  chamber,  which  waa  dt^led  >_  . 
alr^jr  seen  br  the  inlaiftrence  of  Urfriedi  -r 
been  alao  on  the  watch  to  ialercepl  the  n 
monk.  Rebecca  retired  n 
the  reault  of  her  errand. 


oflTuihoe, 
le  wounded 


weannleaa  1 

"  net  not  tbyadt  noble  knight,"  agawcred  Re- 
becca, "  the  aounda  have  ceaaed  of  a  luaden— it  mar 
be  ihw  join  ikol  battle." 

"lIuiakDDwMnBo^tof  it,"  aaid  WillM.  nnpet- 
tienlly :  "  thia  dead  pauae  onlf  ehowa  that  the  men 
•"  at  Ibur  poata  on  the  walla,  and  eipeetin((  an  in- 
-..—..1. .  whatwe  hare  heard  waa  butlhemalant 

, . -.  the  «tOTm—it  will  burst  anon  in  all  ila 

,  i  hry.— Omdd  I  bat  reaoh  fOnder  window  f 


-„,-a  lootiHl  forth,  tnd  ilDiiMt  imiiM- 

iiHtBlrezcUimad/"Bid'rpr[H>lMt*of  tbelawl  Pirat- 
de-B(m  mnd  the  Black  Knigfil  flofal  baad  lo  hand  on 
(fee  biiiih,  uuid  iba  rami  of  lEv  fbliowvm  wbo 
«*idi  iha  iiruium  of  tJie  >irib— Hovan  Hiike  with 
tkBcannDf  ibe  oppivMed  uld of  ihe ciptirs f  Shs 
iWa  altMHl  >  lood  limek,  ind  exclaimed,  "  Heu 

"  Who  is  down  T'  cried  iTuihoe ;  "  for  our  dear 
Ladf'iart^  tcH  nw  which  baa  bUn  f 

"Hm  Blank  Eni^l,"  aniwcnd  Rebecca,  bintljr ; 
iktn  inauntlj  agaui  ahonted  with  jovflil  eaminiiea 
— "  But  B^-faut  DO  t— the  naine  of  the  Lord  of  Hoei* 
be  Ueaaed  I— be  ■■  an  fimi  anin,  and  fl^t*  aa  if  there 
wtn  twantr  men's  (11018%  m  hia  m^  arm— Bit 
eword  ia  bnkeD— be  anaichea  an  as«  &om  a  reMnan 
—he  pnaaea  Fraat-de-Bmf  with  blow  oa  blow— Tlio 
aaaiiM«v*ain  MUn  like  an  oak  mder  the  ateel  ^ 
tSTwoodmaB-he  falle-be  bllB  r 

"Pimi-d^-Bviifl''  wnlaimtid  Inuboft 

"  Prast'de-BiBiin"  anawored  the  Jewtea;  "his 
naen  raah  la  the  resoM  havM  br  the  haa^ir 
TblillJsi  Ihiiii  onitad  force  Mmpeb  the  ohampian  to 
aaose    TVy  dtaff  Froni-de-BcBiir  within  the  walla." 

" ^e  wesilints bare  waa  the  bam(cs,haTe  the)t 
00(1"  sndlnnhoe.  , 

"Tiler  haie—iher  have  I  •xdiimed  Rebecca— 
"  aod  the*  preae  ihe  bcaicsed  hard  upon  the  outer 


ethv—dowQ  aa  ttooe^  baemL  and  tnmka  of  tren 
■WNt  thv  heade,  and  ae  laet  ae  tner  bear  the  wounded 
lo  the  nar,  tnab  Dm  map]j  thtir  placee  in  the 

__.  ..  ~  I    Q^    I       Jj^^    ^^^    ^^^     1^^^     iJ^^      ^^^^ 


I  of  theu  bnthnn  1" 

— linnkiMH  of  that,"  nid  Iianhoe;  "this  ie  no 
ne  br  aadi  thougbts— Wbo  TiaM  ?— who  pmh  ihcu 
wtrT" 

■'Xheta 


Hu  erwW  repiaee— The  benesed  bare  the  betUr." 
"  Saint  OeoiBB  atiike  Ibr  ua  I"  ezelamud  the  kni^  t ; 
"  do  the  falae  jKomen  rive  *a«r' 

~  No  I"  nclanned  Rebecca,  (her  bear  themailTee 
n^t  TvomanlT — the  BlaA  kni(^t  apnroaohee  the 
ponin  with  im  huge  ue— the  ihunderinK  blawe 
vfaich  ■■  deala,  tou  dibt  bear  ihem  above  au  the  din 
•ad  eliatita  of  (be  battle— SMnea  and  beanu  are 
■aikd  down  on  the  bold    chaminan— he  rasaids 


K--„. 


CUf.  XXX.1  ITANH(». 

■andoMii,  ari  nii?,  if  DM  wsD  miclwd,  gain  Mnw 
dDw.aadn  bnak  ia  t^ion  u.  Oui  nuinbtnilra  Ma 
law  far  dia  deface  of  areiy  pc«B^  tnd  ihg  man  c«a»- 
^BB  ikal  Ifacr  can  noirlMis  (how  UumKhsi,  but 
OMr  an  Uw  mack  lot  ■•  nunir  airawa  aa  a  paiiah- 
taoioQakolrlaycTCn.  FroDtHle-Bcntl  ia  dniia  too, 
■0  waahall  neava  no  nan  aid  frcan  hia  bnll'a  heaS  aad 
bf«at  atraogih.  How  think  jnu,  Sir  Biiul,  wan  we 
DolbetlsmakeaiiRneof  naooaaity,  ami  conpMud 
wilk  lbeie||neeb)r  ddiinnnciiiioBTpriaiHHtar' 

"Bowl"  esdaunedtbaltaoiiUii  "ddnaraponr 
fonaat,  and  atand  an  dgact  alike  of  lidieala  and 
axeoano^  aa  iba  dovf^tr  warriara  wlio  dand  by  a 
aiBht-anaek  to  poaaeaa  thanadvaa  of  the  panoca  of 
a  pam  of  drfmealBaa  tnTcUwa,  m^coold  n> 
niodaiiraDfr  — •' ■ 1— J. 


(be  walla,  then,"  aaid  De  Braer,  care- 
K^Ti  uiai  man  nenr  bnatbad,  b*  he  Tnrk  or 
TeoipLar,  wbobeldlifaat  UgfatcrnMIhanldo.  Bnt 
I  Dnst  ihere  ia  no  diahannur  in  wtshina  I  bad  baiB 
Bme  two  eeoiaa  of  mir  ndUnI  troop  or  Pne  Com- 
>  1 — Db,  mr  biBTe lancea  I  if  y»  knew  bnl  bow 


iSr^ , , 

Aoidd  I  aae  mr  bumar  at  the  head  of  yooi  dmnp  of 
Veata  I  And  bow  abort  while  would  thcae  labble  vil- 
lainaMaad  la  (ndnre roar  cncoontar t" 

"Wub  lor  wkooi  dum  will,"  ooid  iba  Temiilar, 
'hulet  oa  make  what  dcAnce  wa  can  wiib  the  aaU 
ditra  whaiatuun— Tber  arediiadr  ^^Dt-de-Bteura 
Ulower^  hand  bf  the  Englidi  ior  ■  ilumand  bcib 
if  maalonee  and  <vip«aiioiir' 

"ne  better,"  aaid  DaBracri  " the fHHied alaTaa 
win  da&od  ihemaehaa  to  iba  laat  dropof  their  bbod, 
aa  ther  encoontcr  the  ravenga  of  the  paaanta  with- 
oot  Cat  na  m  and  be  diHiig.  than,  Brian  de  BoIj' 
flalbst;  and,  liveoT  dit  tboa  ahalt  aae  Haurica  Da 
Bracr  bnr  himaetf  thia  day  aa  ■  ganlleman  of  blood 
■nd  Uncage." 

"To  tlie  walls r  anawand  the  Taoqilar i  and  thqr 
both  aKeadcd  the  baitlsments  to  do  all  that  AiQ 
Dould  diclau,  and  mnnbood  accompliah,  in  defaoee 
of  iha  place.  They  mdiJy  agreed  that  the  poillt  of 
■teMaat  danger  waa  that  oppoaite  to  the  outwork  of 
which  the  awulanta  had  powaaaed  Amnidvea.  The 
■  diTidcd  &om  that  barbican  by  the 
impoaabla  that  the  hiwefteia  eoold 
.<loor,  with  which  the  oulwoifc  cor- 

— . , Jl  BurmauntiDg  Ihat  obotadei  hot 

it  ma  the  npiakm  both  of  the  Templar  and  De  Bracy, 
(hat  the  beaiesan,  if  goremad  by  the  aama  policy 
ibnr  leader  had  already  dlBplayed,  would  endeanmr, 
tn  a  fonaidabfe  aaanlt,  to  draw  the  chief  part  of  iha 
d^ndei^  obaaralion  to  thia  ptnat,  and  take  niaa- 
•mva  to  avail  tbemaclna  of  eray  neidiBeoce  iriiiob 
nigbl  take  place  in  the  dalanca  elwwhara.  To  Rnaid 
■^aat  nch  an  eril,  their  niBnben  only  petmitled  tlM 
kiwhia  tn  njH/w  ■mHiHilk  Irom  watc6  to  apaco  along 
n  with  each  other,  arito 


comnand  the  defence  at  the  po>ler%  ai 
pliT  abould  keep  with  him  a  acora  of  m 
•bonia  aa  a  body  of  iaeerr&  mdy  lo  h& 
alhei  point  wbidi  nii(fal  be  anddenly 
TV  loBB  of  the  barbican  had  «laa  thia 


IhraolenetL 


Inns  of  Ibe  Dnamy ;  1 


ir  beJtdit  of 
nHiia  not  aae  from 
la  before,  the  opera- 


leatiuolingan 
poitoflhe  ODiw 


ibqr  ibouriit  j 

<nibaiit  ilta  kf ^.. _.-„. 

onain,  ibenfiiTB,  upon  what  point  the  alonn  w 
nm,De  Bnqr  and  hia  eoa^aiuoM  wetv  unde 
■eceanlyaf  Roridiu  asamal  away  poaaiMe  cc 

S,  and  Ibeir  (Ulowara,  howerer  bfaTCS  M 
the  aaiioaa  deiectian  of  mind  inodanl  to 


■udoead  tw  aoamiaa,  who  aoaaamed  the  p( 
chooaiag  their  time  ud  mode  of  itiaok. 
Heaa  wUla,  the  bid  of  the  beleannred  ami  ei 

land  eaatte  lay  upon  a  bed  of  bodily  pain  and  in 

""  '""'  —  the  uoual  reaource  of  bigoia  m 

od,  moat  of  wfaom  wse  wont  ' 
ihOTWere  guilty  of  by  liberality 


the  charch.  aMDifrina  b 


coldW  myaelf  lo'the  deni  i 


lo'brian  da  Boia-QuiU 


ban,  wboiadtanettbarof  heaTennoTof  belL — I  ham 
heard  old  nan  talk  of  praysi^-prayer  by  their  own 
toice  anch  need  not  lo  coan  or  lo  bribe  the  falae 
prieet— But  1— I  dare  notl" 

"  Una  Beginald  Piont-de-BtBoC"  aaid  a  broken 
and  abrill  nace  doae  by  hia  bcdisie,  "  to  aay  there  ia 
that  which  be  daica  not  1" 

TheenleonaciaiceandtbeahakannnTeaofFrani- 
de-Bonf  beard,  in  diia  atraagBlntanipiian  to  his  a<rfi- 
laqay,  the  voice  of  one  of  thoee  draiona,  who,  aa  the 
mipcntitioD  of  the  ttmea  bebaved,  hcael  the  beds  of 
dying  BMO,  M  diatract  tbair  thoughta,  and  luni  them  . 
SniD  the  ineditBttans  wbiefa  coneertked  their  ctRinal 
wd&re.  He  ahoddered  and  drew  bimaetf  ttqtcther; 
bat,  inatantly  Bummonioa  Dp  hia  wontol  rasoluiion, 
be  exclaimed,  "Who  ia  tbeiel— what  an  ihon.  that 
danat  lo  echo  my  worda  in  a  tone  uke  Ihal  of  the 
nisht-raTenV- Comebeibremyeoach  that  Imayaee  ' 
tlue." 

"  I  aid  thine  evil  angel,  KegiDald  Front-de-Bceii(" 
replied  the  voice. 

^'  Let  me  behold  thee  then  in  Ihv  bodily  sbapi-.  if 
Ibon  he'et  ildeed  a  flend,"  replied  the  dying  knighi  i 
"  think  not  that  1  will  bleoch  aoat  liiee. — By  the  eter- 
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—the  Ucentimii  De  Bfacf— tJInci.  the  tool  mordennf 

■inimwiL— ih*  mM  who  aided  BIT  ml '• —    ■'-- 

d  Jews,  who  u 


.■■■0  iBuehed  iberei"  eiclaimed  FroDt-de-KBuT, 
in  altered  mood,  for  the  noise  of  the  confliel  did  not 
prereDl  the  echoes  of  his  own  msd  laughter  from 
rewrninK  apon  hie  ear""who  laughed  there  1— Ul- 
rica, waa  il  thou  7— Speak,  witch,  and  1  forgin  Ihee 
—lor,  anlylhnu  or  the  fiend  of  hell  himBelf  could  have 


laomed  at  auch  a 
But  il  wi 


— -npioua  10  trace  any  Tirlher  the  pi 

of  the  bluphemra'  and  pajiicide's  deBlh-bed. 


CHAPTER   XXX: 


greatly  a 

. „_. Locksiey.    They  were  well 

J  find  ihey  had  a  friend  wiihtn  iha  place, 

who  mtght,  in  the  moment  of  need,  he  able  to  faalf- 
Wle  their  entrance,  and  readily  agreed  with  the 
■<--■  ,  Btofm,  under  whaiever  iliaadTantigei, 


CaJric 

'The  honour  of  ■  noble  lady  ia  in  peril,"  aaid  the 
Back  Snigbt. 


And,  by  the  Saint  C 
Mid  Ihe  good  yvoman,  " 
tban  the  aaiely  of  that  pi 


-— . -^j>uai«  .iiui— I  u.™i.,  >. ,  D  .=0  me,  aiia,  a  fool 
that  u  free  of  his  guild  and  maatei  of  hi*  craft,  and 
can  giio  ai  moch  reliah  and  flsTour  to  a  cup  of  wioo 
aierera  flitch  of  bacon  cun~I  say,  brethren,  auch  a 
mil  thidl  iwver  irant  a  wiae  clerk  to  pray  far  or  figbl 
tbrliini  at  a  Mraic,  while  I  can  say  a  masa  or  flotuBh 

And  wUh  that  he  made  hLa  heavy  halbeid  lo  play 
D^dhahead  sa  a  ahapheid  boyflounabBabiaUght 


n  of  ihiaas 

"Otajotl,"  teiuraedCedriCi  "  I  have  never  tiecD 
*cnt  w  atudy  eiiber  how  to  take  or  how  lo  hohl  out 
pow  abodea  of  tyrannic  power,  which  the  Nonnana 
aa>e  oected  in  thia  groaning  land.  I  will  fight 
■^ng  the  f6r«nio«i  i  but  mv  honest  n^ghboun  well 
•DOW  I  am  not  a  trained  soldier  in  the  t^ipline  of 
"■r^prthe  attack  of  atrongholda." 

aiace  ii  standi  thus  with  noble  Cediic,"  said 
wkiley,  "  I  am  most  willing  to  take  on  me  the  di- 
CKtion  of  the  archery ;  and  ye  riiall  bang  toe  op  on 
^yown  tmtine-tree,  an  thedefeaden  be  penniltfld 
•a  Mow  theraaelvca  over  the  walis  without  being 
■tack  with  as  many  ahafta  aa  (here  are  clovea  in  a 
gaaiTOB  ot  bacon  at  Christma*" 
.  ■•dl  said,  atont  yeaman,"  antwered  the  Black 
'""*'  ■ "  -id  if  1  be  Ibouchi  worthy  lo  have  a  charge 


u  many  as  are  willini  to  follow  a  true  Engl 

1^  ao  I  may  surely  call  myself  I  am  ready,  wj 
■Nl  as  my  eiperience  has  taught  me,  to  lead 
iheaitacli  of  ihew  wans." 

"K  parts  bang  thua  distributed  to  the  hi 
^nimsnced  the  first  aaaauli,  of  which  the 
•Iwdy  heart  the- 


[lish  knight, 


to  Ibdr  two  dwA  fiDin  tbe  lUini  oT  min 
man  otberwiM  fan*  nvarwhdmsd  thsm. 
■jnulion  m«  emiiunllir  pehkHU,  and  wu 
mora  so  wilh  every  mmiMal. 

"Shame  an  veBllI"  cricdDe  Bncf  la  the  •oldien 
uraund  him ;  do  ye  call  yoanelTa  cron-bowniMi, 
■nd  lei  lhe*e  two  dogi  keep  thai  ilatiDn  under  the 
wells  of  ihe  CMlle  1— Heave  ever  Ibe  coping  etaaee 
from  ihe  baltlemeoc.  an  better  may  not  be— uel  pick- 
axe and  leren,  and  down  with  laai  huge  pianicbi  I" 
pointiDg  10  a  heavy  piece  of  atone  caired-woik  ibai 
piDJecled  from  the  panuwl. 

Al  Ihie  moment  the  benegen  caught  aigbt  of  tbe 
red  flaft  upon  the  angle  of  ihe  town-  which  Dlrica 
had  deacribad  to  Cednc.  11m  etoul  yeomen  Locke- 
ley  watthefinl  who  waa  awaieof  ii,  aihe  wiahaai- 
ing  lo  the  outwotlc,  impalieot  lo  lee  tbe  profireea  of 
theai-    '■ 
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which   unlil  wa  an  nhered,  or  at  leau  tiU  tbty  puit  a 

faipqnarter. 

"Ilia  well  tbooffhl  upon,"  aaid  DeBncr;  "IwiU 
play  my  put— TemplaTi  thon  wilt  not  foil  me  ?" 

"^Hana  and  (dove,  I  will  nolF'  aaM  Boia-OmlbBrt. 
"But  haMe  iheev  in  the  luuna  of  God  r 


~ijunl  Deorael"  hecried,  "Merry  Saint  Oeoive 
fbr  England  1--T0  the  i^arge,  bold  yeomen  )--w(iy 

.L        ^  knkiuuld  noble  Cadiic  (o  alarm 

—make  in,  mad  piieM,  ahow  iboa 


.-  -    .  J jt  honour,  think  of  q>oil  I— One  eSbri 

aiid  ihe  place  ia  oura  I" 

Wilh  that  be  beat  bit  good  bdw,  and  senla  ahaft 
light  ihroDgh  the  breael  of  one  of  the  men-at-arma, 

who,  under  Da  Biacy'i  ■■■ — ■—    ' 

fragment  from  one  or  I 


loprecipitale 

.n  the  heada  of  Cedhe  and  the  Black  Enit^L  A 
aecond  aoldier  eaugfal  bom  the  handa  of  the  dying 
pian  the  von  crow,  with  whiia  he  heaved  at  and  nad 
looaened  the  atone  pinnacle,  when  receivins  an  arrow 
through  hit  bead-p^c&  he  dropped  from  the  battle- 
me&ieinlo tlwmoat,«deadiiiui.  The msn-M-anna 
were  dannten.  fir  no  armour  aeemed  proof 
the  dioi  of  tbia  tremendoua  arc W. 

"  Do  Tpu  give  KrODnd,  baja  knavea  I"  aaid  De  Bra- 
cy:  ''JI«iiuiiJp»«Sti)BmMi— Givametbelovwl" 
And,  aaatching  It  iv,  be  again  aaaailed  the  looaened 
mnoacle,  which  waa  of  welfiht  enough,  if  thrown 
down,  not  only  to  have  deatniyed  tbe  remnant  of  the 
drawbndgB,  which  ahalteredthetwoforeniaat  aiaail- 
Dflla,  bul  alao  lo  have  aunk  tbe  rude  Boat  of  planka 
over  which  ihey  had  eniaied.  All  aaw  the  danger, 
and  the  boldeet,  even  the  atool  PriarbimaeU;  avoided 
aaning  tool  on  tbe  raft.  Thrice  did  Lodukv  bcaid  hia 
ahotl  Bgainac  De  Bracy,  and  thrice  Hd  hia  arrow 
bound  iMck  from  the  knEghi**  aimonr  otpfoofl 

Cane  on  tht  Spaniah  aleal-ooair'  aaid  Locke- 
ley,  had  Eo^idi  miih  forged  it,  tiieae  anowa  had 
Bne  throof^  an  ai  if  il  had  been  silk  or  nndal." 
;  tben  began  to  call  oat, "  Comradea  1  ftieoda  1  noble 
Cednc  I  beu  back,  and  let  tbe  ruin  fall." 

Hia  warmng  voice  waa  nnfaeaid,  lor  the  din  which 
the  kni^l  bimaelf  occasoned  by  h»  atrokaa  upon  the 
poalem  wooU  have  drowned  Iwonty  war-iiumpeu. 
The  Ikilhful  Oiinh  indeed  mran  forward  on  tbe 
Idanked  bridge,  to  warn  Cednc  of  hi*  impending  &te, 
or  to  •hare  it  with  him.  But  hia  warning  would  have 
eometooleiei  the maanvepinmoiealiMdr  (attend, 
and  De  Bracy,  who  alill  heaved  at  hia  taak,  would 
nave  acooDtpuahed  it,  had  not  the  voice  of  tlu  Templar 
■ounded  doae  in  hia  «an  .■— 
"AllialDa[,DeBracy,  thecaallehama." 

llKH  ait  mad  10  aay  Mir' rqilied  the  knigfaL 
"liB  all  inali^t  flameon  theweatam  aide.    I 

' vam  tooitin^riiit." 

n  coolneai  wbich  fotned  the  baaia  of 
.,  .Brian  de  Bcia-Ovilbnt  communicatai 
inielligaicat  which  waa  nol  ao  calmly 
iwnvEo  Of  nia  aatoniahea  coinnde. 

"SaintaofParadiaeraaid  fie  Bracy;  "wbaliato 
be  donel    I  vow  to  Saint  Nicholas  of  Limogee  a 

candleatiek  of  pure  goU" 

Spare  thr  »ow7'  aaid  Ihe  Templar,  "and  mark 
Be.  Ijead  thy  men  down  aa  if  to  a  nlly  i  throw  ihe 
poaum-gaie  t^ian— There  are  but  two  men  who  occu- 

&  Ihe  Boat  fling  tbem  into  the  moat,  and  puth 
,ttie  baibican.    I  will  charge  fronr -■- - 

■nd  attack  Ihe  barbican  on  the  outad 
rwam  that  poet,  be  aaaurad  wa  ahall  i 


anily  to  be  thrown  open. 

B  Ibe  ponentoua  atrenclh  of  the  Black  Enisbt 

--■"-' ' Td  indeaiiile  of  De  Bracy  andlua 

..  the  Ibremoat  inalandy  fell,  and 

^..  ...y  notwiihatanding all  that  leader'a 

aflbru  to  atop  ihem. 


"  Doga  1"  aaid  De  BiaCT,  "wil 
ur  only  pese  far  aaTciy  I" 
"He  ia  ihe  deciir  aaid  a  v 


beating  back  fromtheblowiDfibeiraableaniagoDiti. 

"Aod  irhe  be  ibe  devil."  replied  De  Bracy,  vroold 
von  fly  fmm  him  into  ihe  mouth  of  bell  1— Uie  caaitla 
buma  behind  oa,  villaina  F— let  deapair  aJte  joa  c«n- 
tage.  or  let  me  forward  I  1  will  cope  wim  tfaia  cham- 
pion mraelf." 

Asd  well  and  chivalniuB  did  De  Bracy  that  day 
maintain  tbe  fame  be  had  acquired  in  ifaedvil  wan 
of  (hat  dnaadfiiL  period.  The  vaulted  paange  te 
which  Ihe  poalem  gave  enmnoe,  and  in  which  thaae 
two  redonbled  championa  were  now  fighting  hand  lo 
hand,  rang  with  Ihe  liiriouB  blowa  which  ntey  deah 
each  other,  De  Bncf  wilh  hia  awoid,  the  Black 
"  '  '  ponderouB  aie.  At  len^  the  Nor- 
blow,  wl-""-    •' ■■  ■—  ^ 


>liich,  thou^  ita  Koco  « 


uldDe  Braqr  have  again  moved  Umb,  deeoetMled 
with  eo  much  viplwce  on  hie  cnel,  thai  be  uieaa- 

.,,"»aid°i  .  

I  atoqping  over  hiin,  and  holding  againal 
hia  helmet  the  btal  poinard  with  wbicb  tl 


With  lb*  at 


"Iwmn. 


uied  bia  length  on  the  paved  floor. 
"  Tield  thec^  De  Bracv,"  aaid  the  Black  C%an>pioiL 
pig  over  hiin,  and  holding  againal  ibabairaoi 
Imet  the  fatal  poinanl  wiib  wbicb  the  knigbta 

.-icbed  thai  enemie^  (and  which  waa  called  the 

daggiT  of  mercy,)— "yield  ibee,  Uaurice  de  Biaey, 
reaeue  or  no  teacue.  ot  ibou  art  but  a  dead  man." 
"'—"—•  yield,"  McliedDe  Bracy  faintly,  "loan 

i«_ii ...    -■- -  njnie,  or  work  thy 

Boid  that  Maisioe 
laa  cburL" 


Jier  oTdeia." 

le  Brwy,  "  what  it 

vanboe  la  wounded 

dlheBlackEnidil 
of  cveiy  man  in  the 

iaheaclbeeinged— 


n  thee  Pol,  fie  Bncy." 


which  onaued-  Cedric,  al  ihe  head  of  a  body  of  moL 
annniR  whom  the  F^ar  waa  conapicuoua,  had  puafaed 


le  uked  quan^ 


foilowen  of  be  Bracy,  of  whom  acu-c  -~=-  <]<"■ '", 
BDme  oScnd  vain  matance,  and  the  greater  part  fled 
towarda  tbe  court-yard.  De  Bracy  hiinself  aroee  from 
tbegnund,  and  eaataaoirowliil  glance  alter  hia  con 

!aeror.  "  He  traela  me  not  1"  he  lepealed ;  "buibave 
deaerved  hia  traal  1"  He  then  Ufied  hia  aword  frcHii 
the  floor,  look  off  hi 


Aa  the  fire  augmenled,  aymplomaof  it  became  aoou 
.ppaientin  the  chamber,  where  Ivanhoe  waa  watched 
ind  tended  by  ihe  Jartm  Rebecca.    He  had  be«i 
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twikflOid  ftom  hig  brief  tictiiibir  by  the  noife  of  the 
battle ;  and  his  attendant  who  had^  at  hie  anxious 
denre,  agam  placed  herself  at  the  window  to  watch 
and  report  to  aim  the  fate  of  the  jattack,  was  for  some 
time  protented  Aom  observing;  eithei;  by  the  increase 
of  the  smoaJderiog  and  stifliiw  yaponr.  At  length  the 
yohiBies  of  smoke  wl^ich  rolled  into  the  apartment— 
the  cries  fer  water,  which  were  heard  even  above  the 
din  of  the  battle  made  them  sensible  of  the  progress  of 
this  new  danger. 

"The  casrte  bams,*'  said  Rebecca,  **it  bmnsl— 
What  can  we  do  to  save  oHrsdves  T 

"Fly,  Rebecca,  and  save  thine  own  life,"  said 
Iraohoe.  ^'for  no  human  aid  can  avail  me." 

"I  will  not  fly,"  answered  Rebecca;  '*we  will  be 
saved  or  perish  together— And  vet,  great  God  I— my 
&ther,  9y  fiither— what  will  be  hisfatel" 

At  this  moment  the  door  of  the  apartment  flew 
open,  and  the  Templar  presented  himMl^— a  ghastly 
figure,  for  his  gilded  armour  was  broken  and  bloody, 
and  the  plume  was  partly  shorn  away,  partly  burnt 
from  his  casque.  "I  have  found  thee,*'^  said  he  to 
Rebecca;  "  thou  shalt  prove  I  will  keep  my  word  to 
aoaie  weal  and  wo  with  thee— There  is  but  one  path 
to  safety,  I  have  cut  my  way  through  fifty  dangers  to 
point  it  to  thee— up,  and  instantly  follow  me  !'^* 

"Akme,"  answered  Rebecca,  **I  will  not  follow 
thee.  If  thou  wert  bom  of  woman— if  thou  hast  but  a 
toudi  of  human  charity  in  thee— if  thy  heart  be  not 
hard  as  thy  breastplate— save  my  agea  father— save 
tbif  wounded  knight!" 

A  knight,"  answered  the  Templar,  with  his  cha- 
racteristie  cahnness,  "  a  knight,  Rebecca,  must  en- 
counter his  fate,  whether  it  meet  him  in  the  shape  of 
sword  or  flame— and  who  recks  how  or  where  a  Jew 
meets  with  his  f 

'"SayagjB  wanrior,"  said  Rebecca,  "rather  will  I 
poiih  in  the  flames  than  accept  safety  from  thee  f* 

Thou  shalt  not  choose^  Rebecca-'once  didst  thou 
tod  me,  but  never  mortal  did  so  twice." 

So  saying  he  sealed  on  the  terrified  maiden,  who 
uued  the  air  with  her  shridu,  and  bore  her  out  of  the 
room  m  his  arms  in  spite  of  her  cries,  and  vidthout  re- 
ming  the  menaces  and  defiance  which  Ivanhoe 
tflonaered  against  him.  "  Hound  of  the  Temple- 
Mam  to  thine  Order — set  free  the  damsel !  Traitor  of 
Bois-Gmlbert,  it  is  Ivanhoe  commands  thee  1— Villain, 
I  win  have  thy  heart's  blood  V* 

"I  had  not  found  thoe,  Wilfred,"  said  the  Black 
Knight,  who  at  that  instant  entered  the  apartment, 
"but  for  thy  shouts." 

"If  dwu  be'st  true  knight,*/  said  Wilfred,  "think 
not  of  nie-pursucd  yon  ravisher— save  the  Lady 
Rowena-look  to  the  noble  Cedric !" 

In  their  torn,"  answered  heof  the  fetterlock,  "but 
thioeisfim." 

And  seizing  upon  Ivanhoa  he  bore  him  off  with  as 
much  ease  as  the  Templar  had  carried  off  Rebecca, 
J^fM  with  him  to  the  postern,  and  having  there 
dttiyered  his  burden  to  the  care  of  two  yeomen,  he 

r  entered  the  castle  to  assist  in  the  rescue  of  the 
prisoners. 

One  turret  was  now  iil  bright  flames,  which  flashed 
OQt  furiously  from  window  and  shot-hole.  But  in 
^^  parts,  the  great  thickness  of  the  walls  and  the 
][vdted  roots  of  the  apartments,  resisted  the  progress 
of  the  flames,  and  there  the  rage  of  man  still  triumphed, 
as  the  scarce  more  dreadful  clement  held  mastery  else- 
^vhcre :  for  the  besiegera  pursued  the  defeodere  of  the 
we  from  chamber  to  chamber,  and  satiated  in  their 
iwod  the  vengeance  which  had  long  animated  them 
Jpinet  the  soldiera  of  the  tyrant  Front-de-Bceufl 
JJtost  of  the  garrison  resisted  to  the  uttermost— few  of 
memaskedquarter— none  received  it.  The  air  was 
mled  with  groans  and  clashing  of  arms— the  floora 
were  suppery  with  the  blood  of^deq;>airing  and  ezpir- 
mf  wretches. 

inrough  this  scene  of  confusion.  Cedric  rushed  in 

^of  Rowena,  while  th^  faithful  Gurth,  following 

*  The  totbor  has  tonM  idea  that  thii  pajaata  ioitated  ftom 
?*^iPMnune  of  Pliilidaioea,  beTora  the  diviiM  MaDdane,  when 
watr  or  Babylon  iaoa  Ore.  and  he  propoaaa  to  earrjr  her  fhNn 
Bat  Om  Uieft.  if  there  be  ooo.  would  be  rather  too 


yya<f  gmiahed  by  the  paaance  of  leare^ing  for  the  orifioal 
tmoacta  tho  iotarmiiiable  volumea  of  the  Oiaod  Cjma. 


htm  doseJF  through  the  mitfe,  nedacted  his  own 
safety  while  he  strove  to  avert  the  olows  that  were 
aimed  at  his  master.  The  noble  Saxon  was  so  for- 
tunate as  to  reach  his  ward's  apartment  Just  as  she 
had  abandoned  all  hope  of  safety,  and,  with  a  crucifix 
ciMped  in  agony  to  her  bosom,  sat  in  expectation  of 
instant  death.  He  committed  her  to  the  charge  of 
Ourth,  to  be  conducted  in  safety  to  the  barbican,  the 
road  to  which  was  now  cleved  of  the  enemy,  and 
not  yet  interrupted  by  the  flames.  This  acoompuahed, 
the  loyal  Cednc  hastened  in  quest  of  his  friend  Athel- 
stana  determined,  at  every  risk  to  himself^  to  save 
that  last  scion  of  Saxon  royalty.  But  ere  Cedric 
penetrated  as  far  as  the  old  hall  in  which  he  had  him- 
self been  a  prisoner^  the  inventive  genius  of  Wamba 
had  procured  liberation  for  himself  aBd  his  companion 
in  adversity. 

When  the  noise  of  the  conflict  announced  that  it 
was  at  the  hottest,  the  Jester  began  to  shout,  with 
the  utmost  power  of  his  lungs,  Saint  (Jeorg^  and 
the  dragon  1— Boimy  Saint  Ueorge  for  merry  Eng- 
land I— The  castle  is  won !"  And  these  sounds  he 
rendered  yet  more  fearful,  by  banging  against  each 
other  two  or  three  pieces  of  rusty  armour  which  lay 
scattered  around  the  hall. 

A  guard,  which  had  been  stationed  in  the  outer,  or 
anteroom,  and  whose  spirits  were  already  in  a  state 
of  alarm,  took  fright  at  Wamba's  clamour,  and  leav- 
ing the  door  open  behind  them,  ran  to  tell  the  Tem- 
plar that  foemen  had  entered  the  old  halL  Mean  time 
time  the  prisoners  found  no  difficulty  in  making  their 
escape  into  the  anteroom,  and  from  thence  into  the 
court  of  the  castle,  which  was  now  the  last  scene  of 
contest  Here  sat  the  fierce  Templar,  mounted  on 
horseback,  surrounded  by  several  of  the  garrison  both 
on  horse  and  foot,  who  had  united  their  strength  to 
that  of  this  renowned  leader,  in  order  to  secure  the 
last  chance  of  safety  and  retreat  which  remained 
to  them.  The  drawbridge  had  been  lowered  by  his 
orders^  but  the  passage  was  beset :  for  the  archers, 
who  had  hitherto  only  annoyed  the  castle  on  that 
side  by  their  missiles,  no  sooner  saw  the  flames  break 
ing  out,  and  the  bridge  lowered,  than  they  thronged 
to  the  entrance,  as  well  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the 
garrison,  as  to  secure  their  own  share  of  booty  ere  the 
castle  should  be  burnt  down.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
party  of  the  besiegere  who  had  entered  by  the  postern ' 
were  now  iseuing  out  into  the  court-yard,  and  attack- 
ing with  fury  the  remnant  of  the  defendera  who  wert 
thus  assaulted  on  both  sides  at  once. 

Animated,  however,  by  despair,  and  supported  by 
the  example  of  their  indomitable  leader,  the  remain- 
ing soldiera  of  the  castle  fought  with  the  utmost 
valour  i  and,  being  well  armed,  succeeded  more  than 
once  in,  driving  back  the  assailants,  though  much 
inferior  in  numbere.  Rebecca,  placed  on  horseback 
before  one  of  the  Templar's  Saracen  slaves,  was  in 
the  midst  of  the  little  party ;  and  Bois-Ouilbert,  not- 
withstanding the  conmsion  of  the  bloody  fray,  showed 
every  attention  to  htf  safety.  Repeatedly  he  was  by 
her  side,  and,  ne^ecdng  his  own  defence,  held  before 
her  the  fence  of  his  triangular  steel-plated  shield ;  and 
anon  starting  from  his  position  by  her,  ho  cried  his 
war-cry,  dashed  forwara,  struck  to  earth  the  most 
forward  of  the  assailants,  and  was  on  the  same  instant 
once  more  at  her  bridle  rein. 

Athelstane,  who,  as  the  reader  knows,  was  sloth- 
ful, but  not  cowardly,  beheld  the  female  form  whom 
the  Templar  protected  thus  sedulously,  and  doubtednot 
that  it  was  Ro wena  whom  the  knigh  t  was  carrying  of^ 
in  despite  of  all  resistance  which  could  be  offered. 

"By  the  soul  of  Saint  Edward,"  he  .said,  "I  wUl 
rescue  her  from  yonder  over-proud  knight,  and  he 
shall  die  by  my  hand !" 

"Think  what  you  do  I"  cried  Wamba;  "hasty 
hand  catches  frog  for  fish— by  my  bauble,  yonder  is 
none  of  my  Lady  Rowena — see  but  her  long  dark 
locks !— Nay,  an  ye  will  not  know  black  from  white, 
ye  may  be  leader,  out  I  moII  be  no  follower— no  bones 
of  mine  shall  be  broken  unless  I  know  for  whom.— 
And  you  without  armour  too !— Bethink  you,  silk  bon- 
net never  kept  out  steel  blade.— Nay,  then,  if  virilful 
will  to  water,  wilfhl  must  drench.— /)eit«  vobiteum, 
most  doughty  Athelstane !"— he  concluded,  loosening 


the  h(d(9  which  he  had  tiitLetlil  k^t  upDD  the  Sixon'* 


«^, 


am  here,"  replied  De  Bnicy,  "but  1  al 


thou  will  tany 
link  a  the  Willi 


Thoeeofthe  esatlewho  had  not  g 
atill  continued  to  fight  deapcTiiiely  wii. 
after  the  departure  of  the  Templat,  b 


apairofqunrtei  than  ihal  iheyi ^  .. 

~-.    The  fire  was  apreadma  rapidly  tbrougl 


;« 


iindled  It,  appeared  on  a  lurrei,  in  the  guiae  of  ■ 

he  ojicieni  lliries,  ycllbg  forth  n  nar-eOnb,  such  as 
•■a  of  yore  raised  onihe  field  of '       '    ' 


bride  C^t 

of  the  yet  heathen  Saxons.  Her  iQns  diahevetled 
gray  haiT  flew  back  from  her  uaroveied  hctid;  the 
iDebriatiDg  delight  of  gratified  vengeance  contended 
ID  hcreyes  with  the  Breof  insaniiy;  and  she  brand- 
ished the  distaff  which  ahe  held  in  her  hand,  as  if 
■hehad  beenoneoflhe  Fatal  Sisters,  who  apin  and 
abridge  th«  thread  of  humon  life.  Tradilian  has 
preserred  same  wild  atrophea  of  the  barbarous  hymn 
which  she  chanted  wildly  amid  that  scene  of  fire  and 
•Uugbteri 


t  anad.  vtd  fharttJ/  peinud  - 


^e  lowering  flames  had  n 

and  buming  beacon,  seen  far  and  wide  Ihnra^  '^e 
adjacent  country.  ToWer  after  tower  crashed  down, 
with  blazing  roof  and  rafier;  and  the  combalanla 
were  tiiiren  from  the  court-yaid.  The  vanqUitiinJ, 
of  whom  very  few  remained,  scatter«l  and  eacaped 
into  the  neiehbouhng  wood.  Hie  victon,  aMcm- 
bling  in  latse  bands,  mud  with  wonder,  not  un- 
mixed with  Kar,  upon  the  flames,  in  which  Uuirawn 
Isnks  and  arms  glanced  duaky  ted.  The  mauiic 
figure  of  the  SaionUlrics  waa  fors  kmg  limenible 
on  the  loAyaland  ahe  had  choaer •— ■■ 


e  ioAy  aland  al 
■siiSwiJde    ■ 


1e  leioied  emi 

raised.  At  lee 


wim  a  Tf'irinu  cruHiL,  me  wiiuie  iiiriei  {^vb  way-  and 

sheperiahed  in  the  names  which  had  consomed  ber 
tyrant.  An  awful  pause  of  borror  silenced  eadi 
murmur  of  the  aimed  spectsmra,  who,  for  the  ^lvx 
of  several  minutea,  aiirred  not  a  finger,  stve  to  n^ 
the  croaa.  The  voice  of  Lockalcy  waa  then  heanl, 
"Shout,  yEomen!~tlie  den  of  tyrants  is  no  morel 
Let  each  bring  his  spoil  to  our  ehoaen  place  o( 
rendezvoua  el  the  TWaune-tree  in  the  U  srihill- walk  i 
for  there  nt  break  of  dsy  will  we  make  hMi  partition 
among  our  own  banda,  together  with  our  vortbr 
allies  m  this  great  deed  of  vengeance." 

CHAPTER    XXXII. 


Cur.  ZXXB.]  ITANHOE. 

peub  of  dm.    Ilw  hind  lad  her  ftwn  from  tbo  co- 
TntofhiatafaRiiotfatmaivapeQwaUuofthegi —     ' 
wood,  anil  DO  hdntnuD  wu  there  to  watch  or  u —      , 
opt  llw  Mit(JT  hut,  u  he  paced  at  ths  haadaTlba 


■nllir'dlu 


.~  ««..-  -— ■embled  around  ibe  Tryil- 

aig-tras  in  iha  Hanhill-wdk,  where  they  bad  qient 
.1 — :^.  :^  nfnAiaif  tbemadvea  afler  the  fitiauea 

1-  — —  — iniB  wilh  itumber, 

(  the  evanta  of  the 
'  >  which  ihcu 


of  tin  lioK,  Boma 

maziT  wiln  htaiiog  and  reeounlins  the  ei 
dir,  ud  compultDK  tho  he^ia  of  pumdv 
■ncoM  had  plaeadalliutduporaloflbeir 

lie  qwila  wore  mdeed  tot  l>rni  for,  oMwith- 
auidiii)t  that  much  ww  coDsumed,  a  xroal  deal  of 
plilB,  nch  armour,  and  aplandid  clodiing,  had  been 
startd  bv  the  eiertiona  of  the  daontle**  ontlawa, 
*hii  ontld  be  appalled  bf  no  danger  when  ench  re- 
vtidf  vera  in  tmw.  Yet  n  (trict  were  the  lawa  of 
ibariacialT,  thai  no  ona  rantured  to  approprule  aor 
ftitrtibt  booxy,  which  w«a  broosht  tDloona com- 
mon miia,  to  beat  the  dupoeal  of  ihcii  leader. 

IVplice  of  rendexTOOB  w»a  an  and  oak;  not 
homrs  the  aama  u>  which  Lockaler  had  coodoclad 
Oonh  and  WainbK  in  the  earlier  pan  of  the  atoiT,  bni 
m  iriiich  waa  the  centre  of  a  eilvon  amphilhealre, 
■ilhin  half  a  mile  of  thedamoliahed  caade  of  TorqoU- 
■om  Here  Lockaler  aaramed  hia  aral— a  ihione  of 
nrf eneled  oodeT  the  iwialed  branchea  of  the  biue< 
ud  the  KlTaD  foUowera  wne  pifaered  aroand  1 


PanloDraTneedom,  noble  aire,"  he  Baid,"bulm 
thteegladea  1  am  monarch— Ihey  are  m»  kingdom  j 
•ml  Ihne  my  wild  aobjacls  woobi  reck  but  little  of 
nr  powtr,  wne  I,  within  my  own  domintona,  to  yield 
ntt  to  mortal  man.— Now,  aire,  who  hath  seen  our 
du^n  1  where  IB  onr  cutlal  Friar  1  A  roaaa  amongal 
Cbnuian  men  beat  bnna  a  buay  niomina."'-No  one 
ud  uea  the  Clerk  ot  CopmanbiuM.  Om  goda 
Mioder  nid  the  outlaw  CfaieC  "I  tniat  the  joUy 
pnat  hath  bat  abiddan  by  ibe  wine-pot  a  thool^l  loo 
lue.   Whoeawhimaincetbocaatlewaata'enr' 

'I,"  ipMdiihe  Hiliet.  "maifcad  him bi^ay about  ibe 
dootof  acellar,  a  wearing  by  each  aaiat  m  thecalen- 
dir  lie  would  tants  the  emack  of  Front-do-BouTa 

"  Now,  the  laints,  aa  many  aa  there  be  of  them," 
■nd  the  Captain,  "fbrefend,  leal  he  has  drunk  loo 
«v  of  the  wine-balu,  and  periahed  by  tbe  fall  of  the 
cane  I—Away,  IfiUer  1— take  with  you  enow  of  mm, 
■nk  die  [jice  iriaere  you  laat  saw  him— thniw  water 


jh  (ha  troop  had 

qiintnal  ftther. 
ceed," Boid Lockdey )  "for 
11  be  aounded  ablDai^  '<■' 
ilyoieiD.  and  other  alliea  of 
L  motion  againit  ut,  and  il 
IB(  we  retreat  Ihim  the  vici- 
laid,  turning  to  the  Saxon, 
two  portionai  do  thou  moke 
iniM  thee,  toreeompenae  thy 
iwith  ua  m  thia  adventure. 
Codric,  "my  heart  ia  op- 
he  noble  AtfaelataJM  of  Co- 
le  laal  qiroul  of  (he  aainled 
eriabed  with  him  which  can 
halh  been  quenched  by  hia 
breath  can  again  rekindle  1 
..  who  are  now  with  me,  do 
D  tranqwrt  bia  honoured  ce- 
.    The  Lady  Raw«na  ia 


!rafbt&ei 


*  to  return   to  Rothsrwnod,  anl 
d  by  a  aificienilince.    I  afaoiud,  ihei 

~-,  uare  left  tbiaptace )  uid  I  waited— 501 

w  boonr,  l<>r,  ao  he&  me  Ood  and  Saint  ^ilhold !  aa 
jwjwl  nor  any  of  ndtM  will  tonoh  the  Talua  of  a 
wd,--!  wailed  hut  to  render  my  thanki  to  thee  and 
■o  thy  bold  ysomeo,  tm  the  life  and  honour  ye  have 


ud  Cediic,  turning 
bow  ahall  I  reward 
>ody  to  chaina  and 
ook  ma,  when  the 


og  himaelf  from  bia 
irvioe  wilh  the  wa- 
vM(>  for  oompany, 
idon  7— But,  uncle, 
pray  you  to  pardon 
a  week  from  yom 

llici  "1  win  both 
down.  Qunh."— 

1  longer,"  said  Co- 

"FoLcrau  and 

frum  lawn,  in  the 

nd  I  gire  to  diee  in 

and  Ood'a  maluon 

■nd  a  landholder, 
rice  bounded  aloft 

ground. 

I  u>  do  away  the 
n  I— Noble  maatet! 
in,  and  doubly  wilt 
til  in  my  breaal— 1 
1  all  atound.— Ha, 
[aitbful  cur,  eeeing 


h  aa  and  thyaeb." 
1 1  foiget  thw  true 
xe  freedom  Bt  Ibr 


I  hall-fire  when  the 
battle — And  what 

lard,  and  the  Lady 


i-MliIorjoyof  bar 
red,  and  mounted 
Mveied  all  the  dig- 
ri  won  ted  degree  of 
le  had  undergone. 
1,  bore  on  it  a  caat 
well  aa  of  grateful 
CO— She  knew  that 
lalAthelalanewaa 
.  her  wilh  the  moil 
t  abairintely  rejoioa 
led  Ibr  feding  the 


unrtaoualy  waiing 


ttr  band,  ani  bonding  *o  low  that  h«r  beauufol  ind 
loHa  tnMCB  vera  for  on  instant  mixed  vrilh  iha 
Howing  mane  of  ber  nlAvr,  ahe  anraasal  m  a  lew 

"God  bleaa  roa. 

. ,      d  and  our  Lidjr 

ule  you  for  gallantly  perilinB  Toor- 

«  of  the  qOTTfnd  I— If  any  of  yon 

■hould  biuiHer,  remember  Aoweaa  hw  Ibod — if  you 
should  thiisl,  she  baa  manyabullof  wine  and  brown 
ale— and  if  ihe  Notmans  luiye  ye  fhnn  tbeae  walks, 
Rowena  bu  [breau  of  her  own,  whars  bar  gatlant 
deliverera  may  range  at  toll  firedam,  and  nerer 
rstiBCT  ask  whose  bitow  hub  itnick  down  the  deer." 

"Thanks,  Kenlle  Lady,"  aaid  Lockiley;  "thinks 
from  my  company  and  mnelf  Bui,  lo  haya  ssTed 
you  requilaa  itaelC  We  wtM  walk  Iha  graenwood  du 
many  a  wild  deed,  and  the  Lady  Rowens's  deUyer- 
ante  may  be  received  aa  an  ■tonement." 

4gain  bowing  from  her  palfrey,  Kowena  turned 
(o  depart]  but  pausing  a  momaiL  wbilo  Cedric,  who 
waa  to  attend  her,  was  alao  taking  bia  leaye,  she 
Iband  herseU  nnexpectedly  etoss  by  tba  prisoner  De 
Bncy.  Re  stood  under  a  tree  in  deqi  medilainn, 
bia  arms  umeud  npon  hia  breast,  andRowsua  wesin 
hopes  shemi^t  passhimunobeeryed.  He  looked  up, 
howenr,  atu,  when  aware  of  ber  preaeace,  a  dec^ 
ftusb  of  ifaama  aullueed  his  handsome  countenance. 
He  slood  a  moment  nkoal  irresolute )  then,  stepping 
Ibrward,  took  her  palfrey  by  the  rem,  and  bent  ha 
knee  before  her. 

"  Will  the  Lady  Roweni  deign  to  caat  an  eye  on  a 
captive  knight— on  a  diahonoared  soldier  1" 

"  Sir  Kmgbl,"  answered  Bowsna,  "  in  entoprtaes 


added  the  Sax 

during  Iha  Amaal  liiiB  of  the  noble  At] ,  . 

shall  De  an  inhibilaiit  of  tbe  halls  of  bis  caatle  of 
Coningaburgb— Tley  will  be  (Ven  to  all  who  ehoeee 
to  partake  of  the  fiiBeial  banqueting ;  and,  I  veak  in 
name  of  the  noble  Bdith,  mother  of  the  ralleti  princi^ 
they  will  nerer  be  shat  against  bim  who  laboaredao 
bnydy,  though  misuocemillr,  to  save  Allialslane 
from  Nonnan  eliaioa  anil  Norman  aleeL" 

"  Ay,  ay,"  said  Wamba,  who  had  naumed  hia  at* 
tendance  on  hia  maaler,  rare  feeding  then  will  ba-~ 
pity  that  the  noUe  Albetatane  cannot  banquet  at  hia 
own  AmeraL—But  he,"  eontinued  the  Janea^  hRing 
up  his  eyea  graydy,  "  ia  aoppiDg  in  Paradisa,  and 
doubtless  does  honour  to  the  cheer." 

"Peace,  and  more  on,"  said  Cedric,  bia  aiuer  at 
this  untimely  jest  being  cbecksl  by  the  recallKima 
of  Wamba'a  reoral  aerrieea.  Bowena  waved  a  grace- 
Ad  adieu  to  him  of  Iha  FeUeiiock— the  Suion  b«il« 
Ood  apeed  him,  and  on  they  moved  tl 
gUdeafdieronisL 


a  with  Rowena  and  her  fitjlawera.  lie 
pnnta  of  a  rmghboming  convent,  in  expeelatiiia  of 
the  ample  donation,  or  soutscsl,  which  Cedric  had 
propmcd,  attended  upon  the  car  in  which  tbe  body  of 
Athelalane  waa  laid,  and  aang  hymns  aa  iiiraastidly 
and  slowly  home  on  the  shonldets  of  hia  Toaaala  U 
his  castle  of  Coningeburgh,  to  be  there  dciMNited  ui 
the  grave  of  Hengtst,  from  whmn  the  deoeoaed  de- 


long  d^ 

Isllienf 


f  his  T 


news  of  his  death,  and  followed  lb« 
Dier  wiui  on  me  external  marks,  at  leaat,  ofde'  "''~ 
and  sorrow.    Again  the  outlaws  arooe.  arid  n 
aame  rude  and  ^lootaneoua  homage  to  ' 


remembrance  such  of  dinr 


oa  had  fallen  ni 


. life  of  danger  and 

and  ere  the  sound  of  the  death-hymn  had 

nieo  on  me  wind,  the  oullawe  wen  again  bnasd  in 

the  dislributian  of  tfaeir  qnil. 


J    Lockslpy  to    the  Hack 

whose  good  fa«aTt  and  tnigbiy 
-■-"-■■—■-— '^Tnf,  will 


Chllnpion.  " „ o„, 

arm  our  enlerpriae  must  altogether  have  hiled,  will 
it  pkaae  you  to  take  from  that  mios  of  spoil  wbs^ 
erer  may  best  serve  to  pleaeure  you,  and  to  renund 
you  of  this  my  Trraling-me  T 

"Isccept  tbe afieT."^said  the  Knight,  "as frankly 
as  it  ia  given )  aitd  I  ask  pstmission  to  diqioiB  of  8tf 
Maurice  de  uacy  at  my  own  pleasure." 

"He  is  thine  already,"  said  Locksleyj  "and  ^1 
fin  bim  I  elaethetynnthadgracnlthehi^Matbo^ 
of  thia  oak,  with  aa  many  of  bis  Free-ConipaniDna  as 
••could  gather,  bangingthkkaaaoomsaiiNmdhini. 

....  L-=.  .L^-^._...,^  and  he  is  safe,  tboo^  h« 


—But  he  ia  ihypri* 

had  slain  my  father.' 
"  De  Bracy^'  said 


1  Kniotl,  "than  art  free-^ 

, —     _  , inn  ibou  art  econts  lo  trte 

mesn  levenge  for  what  is  pasL  But  beware  of  hm 
future,  lest  a  worse  thing  befall  thee. — Maurice  de 
Brscy,  I  ssy  aiwAis  I" 

De  Braey  bowed  low  and  in  atleoce,  and  was  alnal 
to  withdraw,  vriien  tbe  yeomen  burai  at  once  mie  a 
ahooi  of  exeoatnn  and  derieion.  Ilia  proud  fcB«Bi 
inaunllr  stopped,  tnmed  back,  folded  hia  anna  drew 
uphislonntoiiafnllhM^i,  and  exclaimed,  "n^ 
yeycMng  cnrsl  who  open  npon  aay  wMcb  "S™- 
bwed  not  when  the  stag  was  at  nay— De  BnT 
scorns  your  oensore  ns  be  would  diuain  your  sp; 
plsuse.  To  yottr  brokea  and  caveat  ye  oullaveil 
thievea  I  and  be  ailent  when  aught  hnif^tJy  or  irable 
is  but  spoken  within  a  league  afyour  fox-earths.  . 

'^'~  '•'  -'—'-•  '^-'-K  mi^t  have  procuiHi  fw 


■d  been  taken  in  tbe  stoblea  of  Fioni'l't; 


aroDnd,  an 
threw  him 


WhM  tha  laidi  oco^mmI  br  thii  iMiden 
■MBDwhsI  oomiond,  iha fM OiMlaw  ibokb 
nack  tba  rich  bom  ud  baUiM  which  lu  had  i« 


•■Nolfc  kSjhl,"  i —-~-, 

"  if  foi  (balun  nol  to  (laos  br  T<»  acMtptaiKis  ■ 
biwia  which  ta  Bo^iih  T«M>u  bu  oae«  woni,  thii 
i  wiUjmTToatoIucputDonuiilataf  iwr^luit 


bannw— and  if  n  hare  vwht  lo  do,  and,  m  hnan- 
Mk  oft  to  a  nllant  kniiiEt,  m  cluiMa  to  b«  Wd 
b«aMd  IB  aoflanm  batwean  Treat  and  Ttm,  wind 


,  D  (hLneand  thr 

^1^'m^' l^caU  till  SuiLa 

"  WsQ  biowa'ud  ckadr,"  M)d  Iba  rMNDMi  t  "  ba- 
dmwm  aa  thou  kmnnat  not  aa  nnch  ol  wood- 
aall  aaof  warl— Iboabaat  beaaaanikcraf  dBRin 
■br  daVi  I  wvranL — Conndaa,  man  dm  thrae 
saata— itiatbeeallofihaKni^iaf  tha  Patieriocki 
■Md  ba  who  haara  i^  apd  haaWna  not  W  acrra  Um  at 
'    '     '"  '        ""'it  aooacgid  omof  our  band 

.^ 'aiioateddieTaomaii,"aiid 

^a«  bra dw BUck^mgfal  of  ibe  FauorlodLl-^^Hw 


"1  wo^"  add  ihe  laader,  "  we  could  haar  ttdinn 
of  aw  JDTOia  chaplain— ha  waanarcr  wont  loba  ■«> 
^t  wM  maal  waa  to  ba  blaaaad,  or  veil  to  b«  partad  I 
■■d  ii  ii  fata  doty  lo  lake  can  a  thaae  tha  tithoa  of 
ov  auwliil  anUfpriaa.  It  mar  ba  tha  ofltce  hia 
bt^nd  to  antt  aonw  of  hia  canookal  imBakntiM. 
Ako.1  haMBbolTbroibarorhia  a  priMnwr  at  no 
past  dvtaaM  aod  I  woold  biii  hare  Iha  Fnar  W 
Mb  bw'io  daal  with  bin  in  doa  aort~4  snaiqr  nua- 
Ut  the  a^l*  of  dw  bbf  prieat" 

"I  wan  Mdii  aoiTT  tor  that,"  aald  tha  Kuht  of 
ihaP«octlack,'*focIatand  indabtad  tobimfiirtbo 
ioTewbavinlilTofainanTHSlitbhiacaU.  Letna 
talk  ndiiaaf  Iba  eutlei  it  mar  b« *o ahall  (hera 

WWa  thar  tbna  ipoke,  a  load  riMwt  among  Ihe 
taoiaai  announcad  the  utttiI  of  him  for  whom  thar 
hn^  aa  tlaar  laaniad  from  tha  aOmtolian  Tone  of 
tba  niaf  hiiurill  long  bafora  thar  ■*"  ^  borir 

'Haka  raom,  inr  nmj-tMof  ha  eadamnd) 
nMB  fat  TOUT  BidlrfUMt  tad  hi*  jnaooai— Gi; 
•dean  ouw  oIm^I  eoaa,  noUa  faader,  Ska  an 
w#a  wiw  nr  prer  ui  II?  (*mBh.''—Aad  mucins  lui 
«*r  itaiaa^  tta  lini,  aandai  tha  lan^Mr  M  all 


nplL  hit  haaa 
r  ahaltar,  om 

by  aoirow  and 

irt—Bjr  Saint 
10  oat  of  the 

,  "iboa.baat 
haat  AoogQl 

inhnnti  "le 
theiaart  and 

inaamed  thee 
baa  tliy  crolik 

dinai^QQwt 

(ba  poor  Jaw, 
igoi  Ehianaa 


Dl  ao  tender  aa  a  aucklios  M-^  wdukTi  bad 

>  bnak  mr  fiat  >qxki— ihoa  art  not  too  toi«h  to 

be  roaated  I    Ba  ocnfonnabta,  Isaac,  and  repeat  dia 
wordaafla'  ma.    Jn  Sbriaf 

"Naj,  ws  will  have  no  profanation,  mad  Meat," 
Mid  Lolkile)'!  'lalua  rather  hear  wbeie  you  Giund 
(hia  onaolKT  oT  thine." 


ivanhoe.  lot**.  1 

lafiet  of  ilw  EhibIiI  «m  giTeo  with  nch  unasth 
ind  gnod-witl,  thai  iha  Fiat  rolled  h««d  overliMla 
ipon  (be  plain,  to  the  iral  tmaieroent  of  til  ihe 
pecuton.  BulheUDMiiauwriiiEiyiKireml-lallBn. 
"Broihpr"miobeio  the  Kni^i,  "f—  -^— "— 


<d  tkr  ttrenBtli  with  mom  diacretion.  I  bul 
nniDDiKl  bill  >  lame  diub  ad  ihou  hadst  broken  iny 
iw.ibrth^ptparidaplllllitl  nanta  IheneduK^Mps. 
ieictthrit^  Ibere  la  inr  hand,  in  friendly  iri&KaH, 
hai  I  irill  eiefaange  no  more  aiSt  with  thee,  havi&it 
aen  ■  loser  by  tba  barter.  End  now  all  unkindnesB. 
,et  OS  put  the  Jew  10  raneotD,  BU)ce  ibe  leopard  will 
Dl  ehange  his  Bpota.  and  a  Jew  he  will    '  " 


"  do  to,  knave,  what  praieal  Ifaou  1 
-what,  [a  ibeit  no  rapecl  7— all  masieiB  ana  no 
lenl— I  tell  iface,  fellow,  Iwaa  aomewhattoity  when 

recared  Ihe  bwhI  kni^I'a  blow,  or  I  had  tupt  mjr 
round  under  it.  But  an  tfaou  gib^  raoie  of  ii,  thou 
ball  leani  I  can  give  aa  welt  aa  take." 

"  Peace  all  1"  nid  the  Captain.  "  And  thaiL  Jew, 
linkofthf  ranaam;  thou  needealiMl  to  be  told  that 
If  race  an  held  to  be  aceuned  in  all  Cbiistiui  eofo- 
lunitiea,  ■ndtnut  methalwecannotenduniihypn- 
9iieeanM)gtia.  Think,  ihamfore,afBDoBer,wfails 
exwnina  apnaoncT  of  anolher  cast." 

"Wm  manr  of  Ftoni-de'BiBuf'a  men  token?" 
emanded  die  Bladt  EoigliL 

"None  of  note  enoufp  to  put  to  ranaom,"  an- 
ivercd  the  Captain ;  "  a  Mt  of  hilding  fellows  there 
'ere,  whom  we  diaiaiaaed  10  find  them  a  new  maa- 
ir— eQcRu^  had  been  done  (oc  nrrcn^  and  profit; 
le  bunco  of  them  were  not  worth  a  cardecu.  The 
[inner  I  speak  of  it  better  booly-'a  jotly  monk 
ding  10  liait  his  temsn,  an  I  may  jud^te  by  tut  hoiws- 
ear  and  wearing-apparel.— Here  comelh  the  wc«thy 
relate,  as  pert  as  a  pyeL"  And,  between  two  yeo- 
len,  was  btought  before  the  ailTan  tbn»»of  Iheont- 
>w  Chiel^  our  old  friend.  Prior  Aymer  of  Jorvauli. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 


Tri  cuniye  Abbot's  feature*  and  maiuNra  eztii- 
iled  a  whimaical  mixture  of  ofleiMled  piide,  and  da- 
uiged  Ibppery  and  bodily  lemr. 

"why,  nov  now,  my  maaleral"  eaid  be,  with  a 
Dice m which aUihneamotionawefa blended.  "What 
i>  thia  anumg  ye  7   Be  ye  l^uka  or  Chnadana, 

undle  a  ehurr'' '    "■ — i...  :. 

t  impoatrt  in  1 

ered  mf  mail*~lor . 

rhicb  DiUEhl  have  nerved  a  cardutal  I — Another  in  my 
lacs  wotutt  have  been  at  hie  acomTramicabo  m*  ; 
ut  I  am  plaeahla,  and  if  ye  order  forth  my  palfreya, 
deaaa  my  brethteo,  and  restore  my  mails,  tell  down 
ritb  all  qieed  ■  bondrad  crowna  to  be  expended  in 
laaaea  at  tha  hish  altar  of  Jorrauli  Abbey,  and  make 
DDT  *ow  to  <al  no  Teniaoa  tmtil  neit  PenleanMt,  it 
lay  be  yon  aboU  heat  little  more  of  this  mad  frolic." 

"Holy  Father,"  said  the  chief  Outlaw,  "it  grierea 
le  to  think  that  yon  ha*e  met  with  taiA  naue  fton 
ny  of  my  blUowera,  aa  calls  tor  your  fatherly  rcpre- 

"Usagel"  echoed  Ihe  priest,  eacourased  by  the 
lild  Ions  of  the  alran  leader  j  "it  were  usage  nt  foi 
o  hixind  of  good  rats— much  less  for  a  Christian — 
II  Leas  for  a  pnesl— and  leaal  of  all  for  the  Prior  of  the 
:o]y  commmuty  of  Jorvauli.  Here  11  a  profane  and 
nmken  inmalid,  eallad  AUan-a-Dale— fltbalo  fin- 
lom— irho  has  menaced  me  with  corporal  punlah- 
neat— nay,  with  death  itaeiC  an  I  pay  not  down  fim 
lundred  (sdwm  of  ranaom.  to  the  boot  ^  all  the 
reasore  he  bath  already  robbed  nieof-«>ld  diain* 
ind  gymmal  ringa  to  an  nuknown  value  t  benfea    1 


tku.  XXXHL]  IVANHO& 

wkftnbRikwuidNKMMuDtnig  thi^iuda  hindK   < 
mdk  aa  my  pooDcel-boi  uid  ulver  cnipiiig-taiiga."   1 

"  It  M  iinpiiMihlii  ihAt  Allaa-a-Dtle  cvi  have  uiua 
maud  a  man  of  four  rnetend  beariag,"  Ktilinl  tb 
Captain. 

Ilialnieu  tba  g'^'P^  of  ^■■■■t  Ntoodemua,"  taid 
Ibe  Mar;  "  be  imiR^  with  maDr  a  du^  Donfa-coun- 
tzy  oalti,  (hat  faa  woold  hang  me  up  on  the  higfaaal 
1i«e  in  the  grEenwtmd." 

"  Did  be  aa  in  rerr  deed  1  Nay,  then,  nrerend 
fuha,  I  think  you  had  belter  comply  wilh  his  de- 
nandi — for  AUan-a-Dtls  ii  the  very  mui  tp  abide  by 


IB  aatouoded 


Prior,  witb  a  foTCol  lau^ ;  "  and  I  lore  a  eood  jffil 
witb  all  mi'  beait  Bui,  ha !  ha  I  ha  I  irh«n  the  minh 
haa  laaled  the  UvelotiK  mght,  it  ia  time  to  be  grave  b 
IbemamiDB." 

"AndlamaagraveMafBlherconfeaaor."  relied 
the  Outlaw ;  "  you  must  pay  a  round  lanaom,  Sir 

Piior,  or  foot  eonvenl  is  likely  la  be  called 

rjoiir  place  vill  know  you  no  la 
Quianana,"  aaid  ihe  Piiur,  "i 


many  are  we,  and  have  divinity 

„  Jlo  boo^^anawBiedlheOutlaw.    "Lelo- 

bniain  cbaplain  aland  fiirth,  and  expound  lo  tb 
naetcnd  iauur  tba  texta  whicb  concern  ihia  mattei 

The  Inu,  half-drmik,  half-aober,  had  huddled 
fiUi'a  boA.  omr  hii  gtem  caaaoet,  and  now  aui 
mmiing  logelhar  whatever  aciapa  of  leuniog  he  hi_ 
acqoirad  by  rate  in  fi«mei  daya,  "Hohr  father,"  aaid 
ho,  "  Daufaciat  »oitam  benignitaiaa  vatram— 
Ton  are  welcome  lo  iha  gteenwond." 

"  What  fmCana  mummery  ia  diis  T  aaid  the  Prior. 
"  Primd,  If  thou  be'st  indera  of  the  chuidL  it  were  a 
better  deed  to  Aow  me  how  I  may  eaca{>e  from  then 
nmi'i  handa,  than  to  aland  ducking  and  grinning 
hen  like  a  utorria-daDCer." 

"  Tmij,  reverend  bther,"  aaid  (he  liViar,  "  I  know 
bat  one  inode  in  which  thou  maytl  e«B|ie.  Tliia  ia 
Sainl  Aodrew'a  day  wilh  ua,  we  are  taking  our  tithes." 

"  But  not  of  the  church,  ihen,  I  miat,  my  good  bto- 
thcrt"  MJd  the  Prior. 

"  Of  church  and  lay,"  said  (he  Fiiar :  "  and  ihere- 
fati^  Sir  Ptioc,  faeitu  vabit  amicoi  at  Mamnunu 
iniipalatit — Hake  youraelvaa  fnenda  of  the  Man- 
mon  of  uniij^leouineaa,  br  no  otha  friendibip  ia 
like  to  aarve  your  turn," 

"^  1  km  a  jolly  woodamsn  at  heart,"  said  the  Prior, 
acAeiiiag  hi*  tone  I  "corner  yemual  not  deal  too  Itaia 
with  ma~I  knowwell  of  ucoodcnft,  and  can  wind  > 
hern  clear  and  loatily,  and  hollo  till  every  oak  ringe 
Bgmn— Com^  ye  mint  not  deal  loo  bard  with  me. 

"  Give  biu  a  bom."  said  the  Outlaw  i  we  will 
prove  the  ikHi  be  boaau  oil" 

TliePnorAymer  windeda  blaslaccotdingly.  The 
Oaplain  shook  bis  head. 

''SirPtior,''he»aid,  "  thou  blowErt  b  metry  note, 
but  it  may  not  ransom  thee— we  canikot  aflord,  aa  Ihe 
levcd  on  a  good  knighf  a  ahicld  hath  it,  to  aet  thee 
beelhrablaaL  Moreover,  I  have  ibund  thee— thou 
art  ana  of  Ihoaei  vriw,  with  new  French  oacea  and 
lWli-rB4  dialurb  the  andent  EnHliab  bogle  noles.— 
Prisr,  that  hat  fiouhrii  on  the  rechsat  bath  added 
tfiy  crowns  to  iby  ranaom,  for  comiiiting  the  ttus  old 
Dsntrblastaof  vensrie."  

"Wdl,  fneod,"  aid  the  Abbot,  peevishly,  "thou 
art  in  to  riaaae  with  thy  woodcraft.  I  piay  thee  be 
more  oonformshle  in  tfaia  mailer  of  my  ranaom.  At 
a  won)— aince  I  must  needs,  for  oncA  hold  a  candle 
•a  ^  devil— what  ransom  am  I  lo  pay  for  walking 
on  Wathng-streel,  withonl  having  fifty  men  at  my 
tackr 

"Ware  it  not  well,"  aaid  ihe  Lieutenant  of  the  gang 

ri  to  the  Cvtsin,  "that  the  Prior  should  name 
Jew's  ranaom,  andlheJew  name  the  Prior's  1" 
"liiDU  art  a  mad  knave,"  said  the  Captain,  "but 
ibr  rianlranacendat-Heca,  Jew,  al«)  fiinh— Look 
at  that  holy  Father  Aymet,  Prior  of  the  nch  Abbey 


itaiul  barley, 

n  the  bl,'  arid 

aegoodfatb- 


redeem  my  capuvity." 


— luDdofaJewl" ,     

knows  betier  than  thy  own  cursed  sel(  that  our  holy 
house  of  God  ia  indebted  Ibr  the  finishing  of  out  chan- 

"And  lor  the  atonngof  youicdlan  in  the  taataea- 
Bon  with  the  due  allowanceof  Gascon  wine,"  inter-, 
nnited  the  Jew:  "but  that— that  ia  small  matters." 

"Hear  the  infidel  dog!"  said  ihe  churchman ;  "he 
janglee  aa  if  our  holy  communliy  did  come  under  debia 
Tor  [he  winss  We  have  a  Ijcense  to  driolLpnipf  er  nc- 
cemiatctn,  et  ad  frigut  aepeUendum.  The  circum- 
cisad  villam  bla^hemelh  ihe  holy  church,  and  Chri»- 
dan  men  listen  and  rebuke  him  not  T' 

"All  thia  helps  nothing,"  said  the  leader.- "Isaai^ 
pronounce  what  he  may  pay,  withoutiflaying  both 
bide  andhair." 

"An  six  hundred  crowns,"  said  Isaac,  "thagood 
Prior  iniBbl  well  pay  to  your  honoured  valours,  and 
never  sit  lass  soft  m  hia  stalL" 

"Six hundred  crowns,"  aaid  the  leader,  giavely; 
"I  am  conleDlHl— thou  hsst  well  spoken  Isaac — sue 
hundred  crowns.— Il  la  a  sentence,  Sn  Prior." 

"Aaenlencel~a  aenlencel"  exclaimed  the  band i 
"  Solomon  had  not  done  It  betier." 

■"ITiou  hcBTCTl  thy  doom.  Prior,"  said  the  leader. 

"Yearemad,  mymBBterii,"8aidthePrior;  "wheta 
am  I  to  find  such  a  sum  7  If  1  sell  the  very  pyx  and 
candlesticks  on  the  altar  al  Jorvsulx,  I  shall  scarce 
raise  the  hslfi  and  il  will  be  neceaaaiy  for  that  pur- 

Kse  thai  I  go  10  Jorvaulz  myself  i  je  may  telam  aa 
nows'  mv  two  priests."  .    •      _    , 

"That  will  be  but  blind  iniBi.  said  the  Outlaw; 
"wowill  retain  thee,  Prior,  and  send  them  to  fetch 
thy  ransom.  Thou  abaii  not  wants  cup  of  wme  and 
acoliop  of  venison  ihe  while;  and  ifthoulovcsl  wood- 
craft, iliou  bIisIi  aee  auch  aa  your  north  counDy  never 

"       '  "  said  Isaac,  willing  lo  curry 

■  ■    Yirkfor--- 


I  please  you,    ■ 


ertain  moneys  in  my 
'everend  Prior  presBnt 


Isaac,"  said  the  Csplain ;  "  and  thou  ^It  Uy  down 
the  rejlemplion  money  for  Prior  Aymer  as  well  as  for 


.')20!).^! 


niind  Inae,  will  nn  pbMm  0* ji  tU 
oar  dsj  A*D  bg  tndr  kept,  n  Ood  ■ 
Kind  Iras<\  if  ern  jou  Mrred  mu),  mm 
Aieitdm  ihianwd  I  And  when  dw  dkj 
MkmrowiL  IbenirhUhMrlbMDtiUMajDw,  aiw 
Ibe  cum  of  EBjrpt  on  jonr  trib^  ud  iH  dut  mtr 
Mir  up  lbs  rad«  UM  onciTU  pdiniltoa  agMiat  poor 

'^nDT,"  nid  the  CuteiiL  "  Jew  tboo^  ba  I14  be 
hiifa  in  ihii  vdkm  wdL    Da  thdotlunfim,  nune 

"NonebntlofTD/omomi — Iho  inteipTeution  where- 
of" Mid  ihe  Prior,  "will  I  girs  at  •ome  oilier  lime 
ind  tide— would  pliM  ■  ChriHiui  praUte  ind  in  mt- 
tnptiied  Jew  upon  Ihe  ame  beoch.  But  unce  jt 
reqmra  ma  to  put  ■  price  upon  ihia  eaitiSj  I  icU  you 
opcnlr  thai  re  will  wiODg  jnmnejna  if  ma  take  frim 
him  a  penny  under  a  IhOBJand  ODwna. 

"A  aenteneel— a  aenleocer'  exdaimed  (be  chief 

"  A  aattance  t— a  eentaHB  f  riionted  hta  aaaMsara  I 
"the  Cnuiiiian  haa  diownUagaod  nurtiira,  and  imit 
withu  mote  noeronlir  than  the  Jew." 

" The  Ood  of  rnvblbn  burner  Midlhe  Jewi 
— "  —  ' —  to  die ■*  —  '  ' '    ' 


"  Tliaa  w3t  haTO  Ihe  leea  to  icoride  fi)T,  Jew,  if  thou 
art  ehildlee^"  aaid  Arinar. 

"Alaal  mfUai,"  laid  laaae^  "ynir  law  penniti 
roD  not  to  know  bow  the  child  dfonrboMm  iaen- 
twtned  with  the  Mitoip  of  our  bean~0  Rebecca! 
daof^ier  of  mv  beloiid  Baehclt  w«»  each  leaf  on 
uai  tree  a  lecdnn,  and  each  nodiin  mine  own,  all 
thai  maaa  of  wealth  woold  1  ffre  to  know  whether 
thou  an  alir^  and  eecaped  tbs  handa  of  the  Naaa- 

"Waa  notthjdaoghur  dark-hairedT'eaid  one  of 
Iheoullawai  "and woieihenotaTeiloftwialttlaQa- 

del,  broidenid  witb  nlTerT' 
"  She  did  I— aha  did  r  eaid  (heiddman.  tremUing 


laaac,  recalled  to  lUnk  of  hie  wocldb  Bood^  the 
love  of  which,  br  dinl  of  inielerate  habit,  conloidgd 

eren  withhiepwoilal  aflcf*^ —  ——•-  — — 

ad,  and  could  not  deny  it 

^'wdl-go  lo-whal  ih 

Oaliiw,  "we  will  not  irti-^..  ~,^,  ^„^  ».,  u„«,,. 
Wnboot  Ireaauie  thou  marat  aa  well  hope  to  redeem 
thy  chiU  from  the  dnlcbea  of  Sir  Brian  cfe  Boia-Ckiil- 
bat  as  to  gbool  ■  iiag-royal  with  a  headlcea  ehaft. 
—We  will  take  (hee  at  the  aame  rtnaom  with  Prior 
Aymer,  or  rather  at  one  hundred  ctowna  lower,  which 
hundnid  crowiia  ihall  be  mme  own  pecnbar  kni,  and 
not  hshiinn  tUaworahiirfiiloommuiutT;  aodaowe 
riiall'aToidihefaeutoiiaoDatceof  tatingaJew  mer- 
mam  aa  hl^  aa  ■  Chrvtian  pnlalc^  and  thou  wilt 
haweii  hnndisd  crowna  rwnainlngto  twai  fcrtt 
danehtar'a  ranaom.  TeiAplan  lore  tbaalittar  of  ai 
vn  Aeketa  aa  wdl  aa  the  qiaride  otUt<^  mt.- 
HaetoiioMke  thy  crowna  tiiink  in  ibe  ear  of  E 


alaal"  aaid  the  Jew,  "on  enrr  baadlbe 

Boilen  aiiae  agmnn  ma— I  am  pna  aa  a  way  ants 
the  Aanrian,  and  a  taev  nnto  him  of  XfypC" 

"And  wfaei  dta  •booU  be  the  lot  oTmf  ^Bomtt 
near  antwoed  Aa  Piini  "iir  what  Hitli  boJy 
wiit  Ttrtum  Domimt  rntmnait,  tl  tapimUta  ml 
Hkiia  ta  ilt-thH  bancaal  fardi  thiwofd  af  iha 
Loid,  and  Aan  It  no  wiadom  in  thani  fivrttrm 
daAonniluni  eenn««Btv<*—1  win  vre  their  womaa 
tftat  i*  (o  thalVmiri^  aa  in  dwar 


dieaehoneaCBBBtlMMa.'  .     , 

laaae  n«aneddeii^,  andbwania  wnac  hu  hai>d% 

and  to  mapaeinto  uaatateaidaaoiattonaBddaqMV. 

Bntibele«l(ritfaeyaMi»iiladhimaMda.       ,    , 
"Adriae  the*  wdl.  laaac,"  «Md  Lo^day:  "<riNa 


then  mlt  do  in  ihi*  naucr j  my  eoman  »  wn  m  iv 
makeaMmdrfdiiaohaKbnMiL  He  ia*aia,  laaac, 
■od  he  ia  oovatoBB )  at  leaat  beiuad*  mm  V  to  Bnty 
hiBproAMKia.  Thoa  canat  eaaUr  mnftrlua  imadi 
Sir  think  not  that  I  am  hlmded  Ur  dqr  pralaria  of 
ponrty.  I  am  iniaaaMy  anrtamtwl,  laaae,  with  Iha 
T«T  iron  (tH*i  in  which  dnn  daat  kmp  flti  bmdm- 
ban-What  I  know  I  not  the  v«at  eianebeaaaik  At 
ap^treft  that  leada  into  (he  Taulied  dMMber  tiadv 
ihrsBidMa  at  York  I"  tba  Jaw  pew  aa  pale  aa 
■hatb— "Bat  but  ootbuB  from  ■!<'  Mntmoad.ih* 
yeoman,  "ftr  we  are  of  Md  aognamled.  Doal  tboa 
not  ramembd  tba  Mck  yeoman  whom  thy  Ur  daa«^ 
ter  Bdwcca  radeemed  tMaa  the  syrea  a(  Yoak,  aiid 
kott  him  in  thy  bouae  till  hie  health  waa  tmatm, 
when  dun  didet  diwntia  him  weofeaed,  and  with  a 
piece  of  moneyt— Uaorer  aa  tboa  art,  then  didat  aa- 
Ter  place  coin  at  better  intaeal  than  that  poor  ahv 
mark,  foe  it  haa  thia  day  aared  Aae  Ave  tanuM 

"And  dMa  art  he  whom  we  called  Dicooo  Beod- 
die-Bowl"  aaid  leaaci  "Ithooaht  ererl  knawthe 
ac«eat  ^  (hr  Toiee." 

"I  am  BeBd-(he-B»w,"  eeid  the  Captam,  "and 
Lockaley,  and  bare  ■  eood  name  bendea  all  ihaae," 

"  Bm  thou  art  —-'->—  good  Bend-tbe-Bow.  catt- 
oanang  ihai  aama  vaalted  apaftnient.    80  hefc  me 

"j:^ "'  ' 

Knuaanc 
will,  hone 
tfaanoK, 


iTCik  aa  (D 
diaeawudi  I  wifl  glad^  part  with  Iowa— 00a  haa- 
drad  yaida  of  Lincoln  van  to  mdu  doableiB  to  thy 

■»-  ' — -"—- ' 1  of  SnamA  |>r~  *- — '■- 

ilkcn  bow.alni_,  .__  . 
,  „J1 1  acnd  thee  fiir  thy  fBo4- 
tboa  wilt  keep  Mlawe  Moot 


MbntlamjinvTaii&irdiydaaRlnv.  Bni 
1  wy  w.  b4>  it— Tfi  T""!*^!  tew>?  "»  •« 
flMW  tot  myaicbeiTm  the  epcn  Add— they  woold 
aeatlai  na  like  dnaL  Had  I  bat  kitown  it  waa  Re- 
becca maa  ahe  waa  bwDao^  aomethmsinjghl  hare 
been  done  t>M  now  tboa  moM  needa  proceedhy  poticr 
Come,  diaU  I  treat  for  thee  widi  thePnorr' 


loe 


IVAiNHQE. 


{Our. 


**Holar  cried  the  Cai>taiii,  "dbme  the  reverend 
brethren  to  each  termfl1--Keep  thine  aMomnoe  of 
peace,  Friar.— Prior,  an  thon  hast  not  made  thy 
peace  perfect  with  God,  provoke  the  Friar  no  fur- 
ther.—Hermit  let  the  reverend  father  depart  in  peaces 
M  a  ransomed  man." 

The  yeomen  separated  the  incensed  priest^  who 
contimied  to  raise  thdr  voices,  vituperating  each  other 
in  bad  latin,  which  the  Prior  delivered  the  more  flu* 
ently,  and  the  Hermit  with  the  greater  vehemence. 
The  Prior  at  length  recollected  himself  sufficiently  to 
be  aware  that  he  was  compromising  his  dignity,  by 
SQuabbling  with  such  a  hedge-priest  as  the  OutlaVs 
chu)lain,  and  being  joined  by  his  attendants,  rode  off 
with  considerably,  less  pomp,  and  in  a  much  more 
apostolical  condition,  so  far  as  woridly  matters  were 
concerned,  than  he  had  exhibited  before  this  ren- 
counter. 

It  remained  that  the  Jew  should  produce  some  s^ 
curity  for  the  ransom  which  he  was  to  pay  on  the  Pri- 
or's account,  as  well  as  iroon  his  own.  He  gave^ 
accordingly,  an  order  sealed  with  his  signet,  to  a  bro- 
-dier  of  his  tribe  at  York,  requiring  him  to  pay  to  the 
beorar  the  sum  of  a  thousand  crowns,  and  to  dehver 
certain  merchandises  specified  in  the  note. 

"My  brother  Sheva,"  he  said,  groaning  deeply, 
"hath  the  key  of  mv  warehouses." 

**  And  of  the  vaulted  chamber,"  whispered  Locks- 
ley. 

"No,  no— may  Heaven  forefendT'  said  Isaac; 
"evil  is  the  hour  that  let  any  one  whomsoever  iQto 
that  secret!"  ^ 

"It  is  safe  with  me,"  said  the  Outlaw,  "so  be  that 
this  thy  scroll  produce  the  sum  therein  nominated  and 
set  down.— But  what  now,  Isaaci  art  dead?  art  stu- 
pified  1  hath  the  pajrment  of  a  thousand  crowns  put 
thydausjhter*s  peril  out  of  thy  mind  T' 

The  Jew  started  to  his  feet— "No,  Diccon,  no— I 
will  presently  set  forth.— Farewell,  thou  whom  I  may 
not  call  good,  and  dare  not  and  will  not  call  evil." 

Yet  ere  Isaac  departed,  the  outlaw  chief  bestowed 
on  him  this  parting  advice :— Be  liberal  of  thine  offers, 
Isaac,  and  spare  not  thy  purse  for  thy  daughter's 
safety.  Credit  me,  that  the  gold  thou  shalt  spare  in 
her  cause,  will  hereafter  sive  thee  as  much  agony  as 
if  it  were  poured  molten  down  thy  throat." 

Isaac  acquiesced  with  a  deep  groan,  and  set  forth 
on  his  journey,  accompanied  by  two  tall  forest^ 
who  were  to  be  his  guides,  and  at  the  same  time  his 
guvds,  through  the  wood. 

The  Black  Knight,  who  had  seen  with  no  small 
interest  these  various  proceedings,  now  took  his  leave 
of  the  outlaw  in  turn ;  nor  could  ne  avoid  expressing 
his  surprise  at  having  witnessed  so  much  of  civu 
policy  amongst  persons  cast  out  from  all  the  ordinary 
protection  and  influence  of  the  laws. 

"GkKxl  fruit,  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  yeoman,  "will 
sometimes  grow  on  a  sorry  tree;  and  evil  times  are 
not  alwajrs  productive  of  evil  alone  and  unmixed. 
Amongst  those  who  are  drawn  into  this  lawless  state, 
there  are,  doubtless,  numbers  who  wish  to  exercise 
its  license  with  some  moderation,  and  some  who 
regret  it  may  be,  that  they  are  obliged  to  follow  such 
a  trade  at  all." 

"And  to  one  of  those,"  said  the  Knight,  "I  am 
now,  I  presume,  speaking  T' 

"  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  Outlaw,  "  we  have  each  our 
secret  You  are  welcome  to  form  your  judgment  of 
me,  and  I  may  use  mv  conjectures  touching  you, 
though  neither  of  our  shafts  may  hit  the  mark  they 
are  shot  at  But  as  I  do  not  prey  to  be  admitted  into 
your  mystery,  be  not  offended  that  I  preserve  my 


II 


own. 

"I  creve  pardon,  braye  Outlaw,"  said  the  Knight, 
"  your  reproof  is  just  But  it  may  be  we  shall  meet 
hereafter  with  less  of  concealment  on  either  side- 
Mean  while  we  part  friends,  do  we  not  1" 

"  There  is  ray  hand  upon  it,"  said  Locksley ;  "  and 
I  will  call  it  the  hand  of  a  true  Englishman,  though 
an  outlaw  for  the  present" 

"  And  there  is  mine  in  return,"  said  the  Knight, 
"  and  I  hold  it  honoured  by  being  claiq;>ed  with  yours. 
For  he  ^at  does  good,  having  the  unhmited  power  to 
do  evil,  deserves  praise  not  only  for  the  good  which 


he  perfbrnM,  b«  for  tfa0  0#il  which  he  ftxfawrs.  Fan 
thee  well,  gallant  Outlaw!" 

Thus  parted  that  fair  feUowship ;  and  He  of  the 
Fetterlock,  roountingvpon  his  strobg  war-hofat,  rode 
off  through  the  forest. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

JTtaf  Jakii.    nit6Uthoewhat,nr  Irieod. 
He  it  avory  terpent  in  my  way ; 
And  wtieraw>e*flr  thia  foot  ct  mina  doth 
Ha  liaa  bafoia  Bfr-Doat  thoa  undamand  ma 


l^aaa  was  brave  feasting  in  the  Castle  of  York, 
to  which  Prince  John  had  mvited  those  noUea,  pre- 
lates, and  leaden,  bv  whose  assistance  he  hopea  to 
carry  through  his  ambitious  projects  upon  his  brother's 
throne.  Waldemar  Fitzurse,  his  able  and  politic 
agent,  was  at  secret  work  among  them,  tempevmg  all 
to  that  pitch  of  courage  which  was  neoessary  in 
making  an  open  declaration  of  their  purpose.  Bot 
their  enteniriae  was  delayed  by  the  absence  of  more 
than  one  main  limb  of  the  oonfederagr.  Thestubborn 
and  daring,  though  brutal  courage  otFront-de-BoBof; 
the  buoyant  spints  and  bold  bearing  of  De  Brecy ; 
the sagacity^martial experience, and renovnied  vakrar 
of  Bnan  de  Bois-Ouilbert,  were  important  to  the  soc- 
oess  of  their  conspinunr ;  and,  while  curemg  in  secret 
their  uimeoessary  and  unmeaning  absence,  neither 
John  nor  his  adviser  dared  to  proceed  without  them. 
Isaac  the  Jew  also  seemed  to  have  vanished,  and  with 
him  the  hope  of  certain  sums  of  money,  making  up 
the  subsidy  for  which  Prince  John  had  eontracted 
with  that  Israelite  and  his  brethren.  This  deficiency 
was  likely  to  prove  perilous  in  an  emergency  so  criticaL 

It  was  on  the  morning  after  the  fall  of  loiqnilstone, 
that  a  confused  report  began  to  spread  abroad  in  the 
city  of  York,  that  De  Bracy  and  Bois-Guilbert  with 
their  confederate  Front-de-BoBuf)  had  been  taken  or 
slaiiL  Wakiemar  brought  the  rumour  to  Prince  John, 
announcing,  that  he  feared  its  truth  the  more  that 
they  had  set  out  with  a  small  attendance,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  committing  an  assault  on  the  Saxon  Cedric 
and  his  attendants.  At  another  time  the  Prince  vroukl 
have  treated  this  deed  of  violence  as  a  good  jest  t  but 
now  that  it  interfered  with  and  impeded  his  own  plans, 
he  exclaimed  against  the  perpetrators,  and  spoke  of  the 
broken  laws,  and  the  infringement  or  public  order  and 
of  private  property,  in  a  tone  which  might  have  be- 
come King  Alfred. 

"  The  unprincipled  roanoidera !"  he  said—"  were  I 
ever  to  become  monarch  of  England,  I  would  hang 
such  trensgresson  over  the  drawbridges  of  their  own 
castles." 

"But  to  becone  monarch  of  EnsJand,"  said  his 
Ahithophel  coolly.  "  it  is  neoessary  not  only  that  your 
Grace  should  eidure  the  transgressions  or  these  un- 
principled martuders,  but  that  you  ahould  afford  them 
Jrour  protectioB,  notwithstanding  your  laudable  seal 
or  the  laws  they  are  in  the  habit  of  infringing.  We 
shall  be  finely  helped,  if  the  churi  Saxons  shoiild  have 
realised  your  Ghraccrs  vision,  of  converting  feudal 
drawbrklges  into  gibbets:  and  yonder  bold-spirited 
Cedric  seemeth  one  to  whom  such  an  imagination 
might  occMr.  Your  Grace  is  well  aware,  it  will  be 
dangerous  to  stir  without  Front-de-Bcau^  De  Bracy, 
and  the  Templar;  and  yet  we  have  gone  too  far  to 
recede  with  safety." 

Prince  John  struck  his  forehead  with  impatience, 
and  then  began  to  stride  up  and  down  the  apartment 

"  The  villains,"  he  said,  "  the  base  treacherous 
villains,  to  desert  me  at  this  pinch  I" 

"Nay,  say  rather  the  feather-nated  ^dy  madmen," 
said  Waldemar,  "  who  must  oe  toying  with  follies 
when  such  business  was  in  hand." 

"What  is  to  be  done?"  said  the  Prince,  stopping 
abort  before  Wakiemar. 

"  I  know  nothing  which  can  be  done,"  answered 
his  counsdlor,  "  save  that  which  I  have  ahvady  taken 
order  for.— I  came  not  to  bewail  this  evil  chance  with 
your  Grace,  imtil  I  had  done  my  best  to  remedy  it" 

"Thoa  art  ever  my  better  aoigel,  Waldemar,"  said 
the  Prince ;  "  and  when  I  have  such  a  chanoellor  to 
advise  withaLthe  reign  of  John  will  be  renowned  in 
our  annals.— What  hast  thou  commanded  7" 

"I  have  ordered  Louis  Winkelbrand,  De  Bracy's 


Qui.  XXXIT.I  ITAIfHOE. 

Lmtenuit,  la  caoH  hw  InuopM  uuDil  to  hone,  ukt  to ' 
dispUif  hia  burner,  and  lo  Ml  pmenlty  fbrtii  towuds 
ihecuik  of  FroDt-de-BcBnC  lada  wbal  yet  marlw 


"Bylheficeof  Oodl" 


_, lii  '■WmldBmarFili- 

.nmcbbullhontakenuponltieel  snd otet main- 
pen  thou  wot  to  coiiH  tnunpel  to  blow,  0/  banner  to 
Da  laued,  in  t  town  wheroouradvsa  » — ' 


"I  cr«va  your  Qrux'i  pardon,"  nid  Fitxurae,  in- 
UnuUr  csraiog  the  idla  vanity  of  bin  patron ;  but 
when  tune  prewed.  and  even  the  lonof  minutea  might 
be  fatal,  1  judfled  it  ben  to  lake  this  iDuch  burden 
mion  me,  ui  a  matter  of  aucl)  importance  to  your 
Grace' a  inlereel." 

"Thou  art  pardoned,  Fiuurse,"  (aid  the  Prince, 
graTdy;  "thy  purpoae  hath  atoned  for  thy  hiuty 
raahneae.— But  whom  heva  wo  here  1— De  Bracy  him- 
kIC  by  the  niod  1— and  in  aliangB  guiae  doth  he  come 

■cy— "  bloody  with  qmrhno, 
tiii  armour  bore  all  the  marlta 
I,  being  broken,  defaced,  and 
any  placw  and  covered  with 
reatto  the  vur.    Undoingbia 

helable,aiidalaodanio 

cfitre  he  told  hi*  newi. 

ce  John,  "  what  metna  thia? 

I— Are  the  Saiooa  in  rebel- 

"  Speak,  De  Bracv"  aaid  Pitziir*^  almost  in  the 
tame  nwioeiil  with  hia  maater,  "  thou  wert  wool  w 
be  a  mam— Where  ia  the  Templar  7-— where  Front-de- 
Bceafl" 

"  Ttie  Templar  is  fled,  aaid  DeBiacyi  FroDl-de- 
Boat  you  will  nei^r  aee  more.  He  hai  found  a  red 
griTa  among  the  blaiing  rafter*  of  hia  own  canle, 
sad  I  alone  am  encaped  to  teU  you." 

"Cold  newa,"  Beid  Waldemar,  "to  ua,  though  yon 
epeak  of  &re  and  conflagration." 

"tlie  worai  news  la  not  );«I  Baid,"  aniwered  De 
B(Bcy  i  and,  coming  up  to  Prince  John,  be  uttoed  in 
a  low  and  empbatic  tone—"  Richard  is  in  England— 
I  ha*e  aeaa  and  qiokm  with  him. 

Prince  John  nnned  pate^  lotlersd,  and  caught  at 
the  back  of  an  ook^  brocb  to  Mippart  himaelf— mac 
'"  '  '         L  arrow  in  hieboaom. 

•aid  FiuursG,  "  it  car 

li;"said  DsBracyi  "I 

rtth  him." 

et,  sayeat  thouT"  eon- 

et,"  replied  De  Bracy, 
tin— with   Richard    of 

nal"  said  Waldemar 

1  yeomen  were  aronnd 
him,  and  lo  theae  hit  petaon  ta  unknown.  1  heard 
him  aay  he  was  abont  lo  dqiart  from  them.  He 
joined  man  only  toaaaalat  ibJB  storming  of  TonioU- 

"Ay,"  aaid  Fiinvse,  "such  is  indeed  tbebaiuanof 
Richard — a  true  kni^t-errant  he,  and  will  wanilsrin 
*ild  adventures  trusting  the  proweaa  of  hia  foiuje 
arm,  like  any  SaOufta  Sir  Beris,  while  Ibeweiraty 
a&ir>  of  hia  kingdom  iluniber,  and  hit  own  ■afeQ' 
w  todangatoL- What  dost  thou  propov  to  do,  De 

^1?— I  oflered  Richard  the  BarTicB  of  mv  Prei 
Lance*,  and  ha  refused  them— I  will  lead  them  tt 
Holl,  seiie  on  flipping,  and  embark  ibr  Flanderij 
ihatAa  lo  ilia  boatling  times,  a  man  of  iclion  will 
always  Bnd  omploymenL  Apd  thou.  Waldemar  will 
ihoa  take  lance  arid  ihisU,  and  lay  down  ihypouoea, 
and  weai  slona  with  me,  and  ataare  the  ble  — <■-- <■ 
Godaeodiusr  ,       , 

"  I  am  100  old,  Maurice;  and  I  have  a  daughter, 
ma  nmil  Waldemar. 

"  Qive  her  lo  hm,  Fitiiiiae,  and  1  will  mainta; 


beflts  hCT  rank,  with  lbs  help  of  laoM  and  slirrw," 

idDeSraqr. 

"  Not  so,."  answersd  Pitione  i  "  I  wHI  take  mbs- 

Durmgthia  discouiae, 
^oakeiKd  from  the  Hopi 
thrown  by  the  nnszpeciei 
attentive  to  the  conversa 
hia  foliowere.  "They  fa 
himself  "  they  hold  no  n: 
leaf  by  tbe  boo^  when  i 


there  waa  an  eipiesaion  i 
conatriined  laugh  with  w 


"  Ua,  ha,  ha !  my  good  lords,  by  the  light  of  Ooi 
Lady's  brow,  I  held  ye  ■a<e  men,  bold  men,  ready-' 
wilted  men ;  yet  ye  ihiow  down  wealth,  hoDoor,  plea- 
sure, all  that  our  noble  game  pnnnised  you,  at  lbs 
moment  it  mi^t  be  won  hy  one  bold  caall" 

"I  underaland  you  not,"  said  De  Bracy.  "AiaooD 
aa  Richard's  return  ia  blown  aluoad,  he  will  be  at  (ha 

head  of  an  army,  and  all  is  Sen  r "'     ' 

would  counsel  yoti.  my  lord,  either  t 
or  take  the  protection  of  the  Queen  1 

"1  asek  no  asAlyfor  myselt"  as 
hanumlyg  "  that  1  could  secure  bra 
my  brotber.  But  although  you,  De 
Woldemir  Fitiurae,  are  ao  ready  1« 
ahould  notgreatly  djelii^t  to  aeeyoui 
ingonClifiord'satteyonder.    Think 

mar,  that  the  wi^ArchUshop  will  i —  .. 

be  taken  Aom  tbe  TeryJiafna  of  the  altar,  mwld  it 
makahispeacewilh  KOigRichardt  And fbrgstteat 
thou  De  Bracy,  that  Robert  Estoteville  he*  betwixt 
thee  and  Hull  with  all  his  fonea,  and  thu  the  Eartof 
Essex  is  salhering  his  follower*  1  If  we  had  nason 
to  frar  ineee  lenea  even  befbiB  Ridiard'a  rentrB, 
trowest  thou  ibare  is  any  doubt  now  which  party 
thor  leaden  will  take  t  Truat  me,  Eetolsrills  alone 
has  strsngth  enowh  todrivsall  thy  Free  Lance*  into 
the  Humber."— waldemar  F^bnne  and  De  Bracy 
boked  in  each  other's  tacee  vnih  htanh  diamay.— 
"lliere  ia  but  one  road  to  aafaly,"  continued  tbe 
Prince,  and  hia  brow  grew  black  as  midnight]  "this 
obieet  of  oar  terror  joumeya  alone— He  must  be  met 


not  aloiiB  our  blood  tnd  oi 


Cur.  XXXV.] 

"  bM  we  man  dncna  hit  aid.    1 1 

ituiositlwrtiiepowen  in  HeaTio,:—. 

eauth,  wil]  looicr  Hidnra  ihe  irckednaw  of  (bis 
Bmlention— Hf  inlellignice  i>  son— the  (gtnind  on 
-Mrfaich  our  fiibre  19  reared  ii  ■Ireidf  imdemuned,  and 
each  addJDOD  vs  meks  to  the  stniotaraofoorgieal- 
nea*  irill  ooJy  auk  it  ifae  taoner  in  the  ibps.  We 
muu  iMnnt  niiT  Hiiqii.  and  show  ounAvet  the  fiilh- 
lies*,  MCfificing  to  our  oiling, 
*  our  lives— not  alone  our  bnis 
eoee,  onr  comfone.  and  our 
■CI  as  men  convinced  thai 
nunr  a  pleasure  wnicn  may  be  lawful  to  others,  is 
Cotbidden  to  the  *oir«l  soldier  of  the  Temple." 

At  this  moment  a  squire  clothed  in  i  threadbare 
wtment,  (fiw  the  aipinnla  after  this  holy  Order  wora 
ducins  thiir  novidale  the  casl-olf  sarmenls  of  (he 
fcnignu,)  entered  the  garden,  and,  bowinx  profoundly 
befbra  me  Grand  Master,  stood  silent,  awiiting  his 
permitiioD  ere  he  presumed  to  let)  his  errand, 

"  Is  it  not  more  seemlir,"  said  the  Orand  Hsster, 
"  to  sea  this  Dsmian,  clothed  in  the  nrments  of 
ChnuiaD  humility,  thns  appear  with  roveiend 
alence  before  his  superior,  than  bul  two  days  sinca 
when  Ifae  fond  fool  was  decked  in  a  painted 
■nd  jangUng  as  pert  and  as  proud 
— SpeaJi^  Damian, •  ■■— 

"AJev 

with  brother  BHan  de  BoVG^flbert. 

■*  Thou  Wert  tight  to  give  me  knowledge  of  i 
our  present        " 


"Pncet  unbelisTerl—noi  a  word  in  oni  prsaanoj^ 
sate  in  answer  to  our  ^aealions.— What  is  thy  busi- 
ness with  our  brother  Bnan  daBois-OuilberiT' 

Inae  gasped  with  tenor  and  uncotaiDlf .  To  tell 
his  ule  might  b«  intennted  into  scaodaEiiing  the 
Older  \  yet,  onlese  be  (old  it,  what  hope  could  he  nave 
of  aehiering  hia  daughter's  delirennce  1  Beauma- 
fioirsiw  bis  mortal  apprehension,  and  condcacendad 

'' Pear  nothing."  ha  eaid,  "ibrlhywreichedpeieon, 
Jew.  so  (boo  dealest  npli^tl/  in  thia  matter.  I  de- 
mand again  to  know  som  ume  thy  bnaiiuai  with 
Brian  de  Boia-Ouilben  1" 

"  I  am  bearo'  of  a  letter,"  Kammered  oat  the  Jew, 
"  ao  please  your  rDremd  valour,  to  that  good  knigbl, 
from  Prior  Aymcrof  the  Abbey  of  JorvaiiU." 

"  Said  1  not  iheae  woe  evil  timea,  Gonradel"  said 
the  Masler,  "  A  Cistertian  Ptiar  sends  a  letter  to  a 
soldier  of  Ihe  Temple,  and  can  And  no  more  fitting 
■'---  an  nnbeiieving  Jew. — Oive  me  the 


e  permit  thee— What  la  thme 


Preceptor  i 


the  Qiand  Master',     ... 

bai  as  a  cammon  compeer  of  i 

walk  aetordiogtohisownwiL.  uu,  ^  ..,.,».  ,™....™- 
lo — even  according  to  the  te.1t.  'In  the  hearing  of  Ibe 
ear  he  haih  obeyed  me.'— It  imparls  us  especially  to 
know  of  this  Bois-Guilbert's  proceedings,  said  he, 
nming  to  his  companion. 
"  Report  tpeaki  him  brave  and  valiant,"  ««id  CoT»- 

I  oC"  said  the  Grand 


"And  truly  is  be  so  spoki 

Hutei    "  in  our  valour  onlv „ 

hum  onr  predecessors,  (he  heroes  of  (he  Cross.  But 
hroihec  Brian  came  into  our  Older  a  moody  and  dis- 
qipointed  man,  stirred,  I  doubt  me,  (o  take  our  vowi 
and  to  renounce  the  world,  not  in  sincerity  of  souL 
but  aa  one  whom  some  touch  of  lisfal  discontent  had 
dnvHiinto  penitence.  Since  then,  he  hath  became  an 
actire  and  eameat  agitl 


y  we  arc  not  d^tenented 


ich  of  lisfal  discontent 
l^e  then,  he  hath  becan 


to  the  Master  e\ 


■upport  Ihe  mflrmitiea  of  the 


mmJ," 


lite  aqatra  departed  with  a  profound  n 
in  a  lew  muintes  retoraed,  marshalling 

York.    No  naked  slave,  ushered  into  the  , 

some  mt^ly  prince,  conld  aivmaeh  hia  Jodgment- 
aeat  with  more  profound  tavarenca  and  terror  than 
Ibit  with  vrtiich  the  Jew  drew  near  lo  iha  praaance 
of  the  Grand  Master.  Whan  be  had  appiotdted 
within  ibedialano)  of  three  yards,  Beanmanoir  made 
■  sin  with  his  sulf  that  he  should  come  no  lanber. 
'Hw  Jew  kneeled  down  on  the  earth,  which  fae  kiased 
in  lokeo  of  reverence!  then  rising,  stood  before  the 
Iteplara.  hie  bands  folded  on  his  bosom,  his  hesd 
bowed  OB  hia  breaat,  in  all  Ifae  aubmiBaion  of  Oiienial 


Bt  the  garden  until  we  shall  leave 

iu"— The  squire  bowed  and  iBtreated.— "  Jew,','  cOO- 
tianed  the  haughty  old  man,  "  mark  me.  It  suits  not 
oar  ennditioD  lo  hold  wiib  thee  long  communieaiion, 
nordowewaaiewtmlaorttineuponanyane.  When- 
fore  be  brieT  in  thy  anawen  to  wbat  qoastiona  I 
riiall  uk  the^  and  let  thy  words  be  of  truth  i  for  if 
thy  tongue  dotiblea  with  mt^  I  will  bava  II  torn  from 
ihviniaDeheving  javra." 
IV  Jaw  was  about  to  H^,  but  the  Onmd  Maaler 


Tiie  Jew,  with  tnmblina  hands,  undid  Ihe  liJds 
of  his  Armenian  cap,  in  which  he  had  dausiied  the 
Prior's  tablets  for  the  greater  secuiily,  snd  was  about 


"Back.  dogT  said  the  Oiand  Master;  "I  touch 
not  misbelisvers,  ssve  with  the  aword.— Cooiad^ 
take  thou  the  letter  from  the  Jew,  and  give  it  lo  me.' 

Beaumanoiit  being  ihna  possessed  of  the  tableia, 
inspecred  the  outside  carefully,  and  Ihea  prooeeded  to 
undo  (he  packthread  which  tecured  its  ioldst  "  Reve- 
rend fsthra',"  said  Coorads,  interpoaing,  thoogh  wilh 
much  deference,  "wilt  thou  break  ibeaeoll" 

"  And  will  I  not  T*  said  Beaumancic.  with  a  frown. 
"Isil  natviilleo  in  Ihe  forty-second  capital,  Di  Lte- 
tiont  LittramiA,  that  a  Tsinplar  shall  not  receive  a 
letter  no  not  from  his  &ther,  without  commnnicai- 
ing  the  same  to  the  Qiand  Maalar,  and  reading  it  in 
his  presence  V' 

He  then  perused  tbe  lelHf  in  baste,  with  an  eipn*- 
Bon  of  surprise  and  honor  |  read  it  over  again  more 
slowlyj  thenholdingilouiioCoarade  with  one  hand, 
and  ahgbdy  atrikinBit  with  the  other,  eidaimed— 
' Here  is  goodly  sltrnior  oite  Christian  man  to  write 


W  ITANHOE. 

en-Aonunitf  u)d  tgnn,  Ra  H4ltclatiti^  pulAHlu- 

"TiU«4iicfa  mtftrnuMing,  mwiih  Toofuewdl. 
Binra  from  this  deo  of  thims,  iboal  Ilu  bour  of 
imriiu,  "Atub  Pc  8.  M. 


i'lufim'pfum.  Trul)'  rour  soldea  cluin  hilh  not 
long  sbiddEn  with  mn,  and  will  now  lUBlain,  ■louiid 
Ihe  neck  of  an  outlaw  deer-ileBlei,  ths  wluBlle  wbere- 
wilh  be  ciUeth  on  liiil  bousds." 

"What  aayul  ihou  la  ihia,  Caonitl"  aaid  tbs 
Grand  Uuter-'"DeD  of  ihierea!  and  a  fii  recidenoa 
ia  a  den  of  ihieraa  for  aucb  a  Prior.  No  wonder  (bal 
the  hand  of  Odd  is  >4»n  ua,  and  ibgi  in  die  H<rir  Land 
TO  loaeplaeebrplacc;  fool  br  fool,  before  tba  infldala, 
when  we  have  aneh  ehoKhntan  aa  tbia  Aymer.— And 
ti4iBt  ineanelh  hei  1  trow,  bv  tbia  aeaood  Witch  of 
EndDTl"  aaid  ha  to  hii  ennfidanl,  aomelbinfi  aparL 

Conrada  waa  belter  acqaaittled  (pNbape  bjrpnictiei 
__.i.  .1..  : r  _H .1. (^  Superior 


woridlr  men 

(URniH ;  bal 

soled  Besumanoii. 


n  did  not  aatiify  the  bi- 


Then  la  man  m  il  than  tbon  doM  Bueaa,  Conndei 
(by  Hmptictty  ia  no  match  for  thia  de^  abyaa  of  wick- 
edneaa.  Thia  Rebecca  of  York  waa  a  pwil  of  that 
Miliain  of  whom  iboa  haat  heard.  Thou  ahalt  hear 
the  Jew  own  ii  even  now."  Then  (nniitix  to  liaM, 
he  aaid  aloud,  "  Thj  daoldiUri  thei^  ia  pnaoner  with 
Brian  de  Boia-Quilbenr'^ 

"Af,  rareratld,  Talorou*  mt,"  atammcred  poor  laaac, 
"and  whataoarar  raoaom  a  poor  man  may  pa;  (of 
harddiYetMioe"  - 


Peacel"amdtbeOrandHaiter.  "Thia thy dansb- 

..„v ..._.  ... *— '^ng,  hath  aha  ttotf' 

the  Jew,  with  more 


tar  halh  prtctiaed  the  art  of  hesUng,  hiUb 
"  Ay,  KTBcioua  air,"  anawered  "      ' — 
confideocei   "and  knight  and 
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ailinMUalii  UHlhiviioiimlm 

,  H  amp, «  urn  wf  ^^  ^^ 

H,  Prendoit,  or.  in  llw  lanKuasr 

,.,..  nbliihmeiit of Tem- 

hil^i  MaltoiMB  wla 

..    ^  —BnnoDad  in  thiafaia 

tory,  and  waa,  like  that  banni,  in  ekwe  leasw  wilh 
Bnto  de  Boia-Quitbert 

AmoDgat  diaaolote  and  imphncipkd  mart,  of  w^uo 
the  Tenple  Older  included  but  too  mtaf,  Albert  of 
TempMowa  might  be  dtatinguiabed  i  but  wilh  ihia 
diKMiee  fiom  l5e  audaciaua  Boia-Ouilbeit,  ibal  ^ 
knew  bow  to  throw  o»r  hia  Tk«a  and  bia  ambitioD 
ibe  veil  of  bypociiay,  and  to  aaaume  in  hia  exterioT 
■■--  '  vhich  he  ioiemallr  deapiaod.    Had 

if  [he  Oraod  Haaler  been  ao  unei- 
he  would  haTB  aeen  iMlhilig  at  Tecn- 
miehl  have  appeared  lo  arBue  anjr 
Kiplinc.  And,  even  alllungli  sbi- 
cerlBin  eiteni,  detected,  Albert  Mai 

Iiglened  with  uich  renecl  and  apparent  con  ni 

lion  to  the  rebuke  of  hia  Superior,  and  made  each 
Bform  the  paiticuura  ha  eenaured,    aae- 

,  ~  fine,  ao  well  in  giving  an  air  of  uceoe 

deration  to  a  family  which  bad  been  lately  deroled  Kr 
lae  and  ideaanTa,  that  Lucaa  Beaumanwr  bagaa 

Xun  a  b^Mrotuuon  of  thePrecntor'a  moa^ 
fltat  appaannee  of  the  ealaUiahnMni  bad 
inchned  him  to  adopt. 

Bui  ibeaa  favooraUe  aendmenia  on  tfta  part  of  the 
OrtndHaaterweregnatljrAikaibrmemuUietNioe 
that  Albert  had  received  wilhin  a  bouaa  of  reCgioa 
Ibe  Jewiafa  captiva,  and,  aa  waa  to  be  faand.  the 
paramour  ofabrotber  of  theOrderi  and  whan  Albert 
appealed  before  him,  hewaa  regarded  with  unwonted 

Thtse  ia  in  thia  mannon.  dedicated  to  the  pur 
ppaea  «r  the  holy  Order  of  the  Tsmple,"  aaid  the 
Grand  Haaler,  in  a  aevete  lone,  "  a  Jewish  woman, 
htou^t  hither  by  a  biolber  of  reli^n,  by  your  ocai- 
nivancfii  Sir  Preceptor." 

Albeat  HalvoiBa  was  overwhelmed  with  confii- 
aon  I  for  the  onfortunata  Kebecca  had  been  oonfined 
n  a  remote  and  aecrel  part  of  the  buJdiog,  and  every 
ilecaotion  uaed  lo  prevent  ha  reaidence  there  from 
jeing  known.  He  read  in  the  looks  of  Beaumaooir 
raiii  nBois-Qoiibeil  and  lo  bimaeU;  unleaa  ha  ahould 

i.  -Li-  . .L.  unpending  atonn. 

Iter '  conlinoed  Ilia  GiandM 


be  able  lo 


teyoDinuieT 


sns. 


"la  it  pennilled  to  me  lo  replyl" 

.  lewiiar,  in  a  ume  of  the  deepeai  humility,  alibODsfa 
by  the  queatwn  be  only,  meant  to  fiain  an  malanra 


•pace  for  airan^ag  hia  ideas. 
"Speak,  you  are  permilled,"  said  the  Grand  Haaur 
-"apeak,  and  say,  knoweat  tbou  the  cspitsl  of  our 
holy  rule,— Di camnijiilani^UJ  TcmptiinimttadPi- 
'-'-,meHmm.i*erriiinmmiUcribuMttrKHiinr,frop- 


bitionaTf^ 

"How  I — _. 

thai  thou  hast  an „_, 

and  that  paramoat  a  Jewirii  sotceresK  mio  thia  holy 
place,  to  the  atam  and  polhition  thereoIT' 

"A  Jewiah  aotocnaa  f  echoed  Albert  Holvoiu ; 
"good  angela  guard  n* ! 

Ay,  brolhet,  a  Jewiah  aarcereaaf  aaidihe  Grand 
HMUr  slenlr.  "  I  have  aaid  it  Darcat  thou  deny 
that  thia  Eebeeea,  the  daoghler  of  that  wretebsd 
uaunr  Isaac  of  York,  and  Ibe  pupil  of  the  foul  witck 
Blinain,  it  now — abame  to  be  titouftb'  <»  •mlixn ! — 
kidnd  wilhin  thia  iby  Precniarfl" 
^'Yoor  wisdom,  liverenf  faicr." 


Our.  XXX.TI)  ITAK 

PncqKoT,  "hmdi  rolled  awar  the  duknMi  from  m; 
uitdentaDdiii^  Hoch  did  I  wonder  thit  w  nod  t 
knifcfat  u  Biun  de  Bais-Ouilbsrt  teaatd  n  lamtlr 
btsiotud  oa  Iha  charms  of  ihia  Anule,  wboDi  I  ro- 
eeJMd  into  ihii  boon  merelr  u>  pUc*  a  bti  batwtit 
ibcir  snnnaa  inliiiiacy,  which  oua  might  hnTe  been 
oemanledu  UuexpeiiMOf  ihefallofaurTalianl  tod 
Rtupana  bnilher." 

Hitb  Dothins,  (hen,  u  yet  pused  belwiit  them 
in  buMch  oT  his  vow  T'  demnnded  the  Qnuid  Huter. 
"What!  under  this  roofT"  said  the  Preceptor, 
iliiniiiilj  himaelf;  "Vaint  Husdileae  and  the  ten 
thoiuanl  Tirsina  forbid  !— No  f  if  1  bafe  SDoed  in 
ncanng  btr  here,  it  was  in  the  eiring  thanaht  thai 
1  mi^tihus  break  off  oar  brothar'abeMlied  devotion 
10  <£■  Jewess,  which  aeeniBl  to  me  to  wild  and  un- 
Balnral,  thai  I  eoold  not  but  ascrilM  it  to  some  loncb 


«  rauTrsTennd 
ri^  quean  la  be  a  soreerets,  pert 
01  AiIIt  for  his  enamourad  folly." 
'-  doth  1— it  doth  P'  said  " 


be  a  Boreerets,  perchance  it  may  ac- 
8ee,bro- 

i  irKl  to  lake  pleasurs 

J , 1  the  indent 

the  devouring  Uon,obliinB  power  over  ua, 

plete,  br  lalisman  uid  vdl,  •  work  which  waa  beonn 
V  ulniiiSB  and  folly.  It  may  be  ^at  our  brother 
Bois-Goilbsn  doea  in  this  mslter  deserve  laihsi  pity 
thin  MTeie  chastisement  (  Father  lbs  support  of  the 
laS,  than  the  Strokea  of  the  rodi  and  that  our  admo- 
■naos  and  prayers  may  mm  him  tram  bii  fnDy,  and 
THtore  him  to  hia  brethem." 

"It  wen  deep  pily,"  said  Conrade  Hont-Filchet, 
"la  lose  to  the  Older  ona  of  ita  beat4ances,  wben  ths 
H»tr  Communitr  rooai  requires  Ihs  aid  of  its  tana. 
Three  hiindnd  Saracens  hath  this  Biiin  de  Bois- 
OstlbBrt  slaio  with  fais  own  hand." 

Ilw  Mood  of  these  ace  id 

Master, -dull  be  aswei  to 

tiie  aainls  and  angels_wl  •- 

pheme-,  and  with  Iheir  lie 

sprits  and  charms  with  «  sd 

■sinanei.   Hesballbu  h. 


, ■  heaps  upon 

tool  witch,  who  hath  flu 
bnther  of  the  Holy  Ten 

■■~  I  the  UwB  of  Ensland,"— « 
houA  del -^-  *^-^    '■ 

Bcos-Ouilbert, _- 

WBW  ta  tear  bia  was  canyins  it  too  far. 
*nalaws  of  Eailand,   inlenupiad 

'pannit  aitd  enjoin  each  judge  to  ei 

wiihin  his  own  jurisdiction.    Hw  most  peiii 
Day  ■iresL  try,  and  condemn  a  witch  '-  — ' 


judge  to  execnle  justice 
id  wiibia 


I  Order  1— No  I— i  . 

Tile  witch  shsil  be  taken 
wickedness 


_. the  land, 

.jeraof  shall  be  forgiven.    Prepare  the 

Cisde-hall  for  the  trial  of  the  " 


him  bow  mai- 
not  long  ere  he 
at  ■  lemlse  he 


Albert  HalvDiun  bowed  and  relired,- 

diiectioni  for  preparing  thehal),  but 

de  Bots-Ouilbert.  and  communicate 

■n  woe  hkely  to  terminate.    It  w 

(bond  him,  foaming  with  iodunation  at  i 
had  anew  sostained  from  the  fair  Jewess. 

tfainkiog,"  he  said,  "  the  nngialsliil,  to 

who,  amidst  blood  and  Satnea,  would  have  si 
lib  11  the  risk  of  bis  own  I  By  Heaven,  Hi 
I  (hode  ontil  roof  and  rafters  cradtled  and 
anHmd  me.  I  was  the  butt  of  a  hundred 
IlKf  laltled  on  mine  armour  like  hailiitones  a 

laitced  easement,   and  the  only  iiae  T  madi -., 

•Inejil  was  for  her  proteciiDn.    This  did  I  endure  for 
iat  and  now  the  self-willed  giri  upbrsida 

.  „ J,  hut  even 

a  abe  will  be  bconght  lo  grant 


"Toe  devil,"  said  the  Prsceptor,  "  I  think,  po*- 
seaaed  you  both.  How  oA  have  1  prsached  to  no 
eaulion,  if  not  eontmencs?  Did  I  not  tdl  you  that 
there  wen  enough  willing  Chnaiian  damseta  to  be 
met  with,  who  would  think  it  no  to  tdbse  so  brave  a 
knishi  U  doa  tf  onuntrcux  mcrvi,  and  yon  must  itaeda 
anchor  your  afiecnon  on  a  wilful  obstinate  Jewess  1 
Br  the  mass,  I  think  old  I.ucaa  BeauiDBDoir  guesses 
rigfatj  when  he  mainiaiiu  she  hath  caat  a  spell  over 

"  Lucaa    Beaumaaoir  1"— »ai4    Bois-Guilbert    re- 

laauSered 
Preceptor)  . 

f  could  I  help  ill"  said  the  Preceptor.  "Intg- 

lected  nothing  that  could  keep  ascrei  your  mysten ; 

'ui  it  ii  betrayed,  and  whether  by  the  devdor  no,  the 

evil  only  can  lell.    But  1  hare  turned  the  matter  aa 

could ;  you  are  safe  if  you  renounce  Rebecca.    You 

_re  pitied — the  victim  or  niAf^Lcal  delusion.    She  is  a 

Borcereas,  and  must  sutlet  as  stich," 

"  She  shall  not^  by  Heayen  I'^said  Bois-Ouilbert. 

"By  Heaven,  abe  must  and  will  1"  eaid  Malvoisin. 

Neither  you  nor  any  one  elae  can  save  her.    Lucaa 

Jeanmtnoic  hath  Battled  that  the  death  of  a  JeweM 

Hill  be  a  sin-oHering  lufiicierl  to  atone  for  all  the 

ormis  indaleencea of  theKnigbu  Templars;  and 

u  knoweat  Bo  hath  both  the  power  and  will  to  eie 

e  BOisaaonahls  andpioua  a  purpose. 

Will  future  agw  believe  that  such  sl^ifid  bigotry 

ever  eiialedl"  said  Bois-Ouilbert,  suiding  up  and 

on  theapartmenl. 

"  What  they  may  believe,  I  know  not,"  said  Msl- 
voiMn,  calmly:  "but  1  linow  well,  that  in  this  our 
day,^  clency  and  laymen,  take  ninely-nioe  to  the  hun- 
drea  will  cry  amen  to  the  Grand  Master*!  sentence. 

"I  have  it"  said  Bois-aoilberi.  "  Albert,  tiiou  art 
mj  friend,  lliou  tnual  connive  at  her  escape,  Mal- 
voisin, and  I  will  transport  her  to  some  place  of 
greater  aeeurily  and  secrecy." 

"* ifl  would,"  replied  the  Preceptor:     me 

illed  with  the  altendania  of  the  Grand 

Master,  and  othora  iriio  are  devoted  lo  him.  And,  to 
be  bank  with  you,  brother,  I  would  not  embsik  with 
yon  in  tbis  matter  even  if  I  could  hopa  to  bring  my 
bark  to  haven,  I  have  raked  enough  sh™dy  for 
your  sake.  I  have  no  mind  to  encounter  a  sentenps 
of  degradation,  or  even  to  Iom  my  Precqjlory.  for  tta 
sake  of  a  pamled  piece  of  Jewish  flash  and  blood. 
And  you,  if  you  will  be  guided  by  my  counsel,  w  — — 
-  -'- -  -ild-aposechsse,andlly  )- — '"  — 
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up  this  wild-Boose  chsse,  and  ily  your  hawk  at  soins 
othergame.  Think,Boia-Ouilberl,— ihypressntrank. 
thy  tunue  honouta,  all  depend  on  (h|r  place  in  the 
Older.  SbouMst  thou  adhere  petvendy  to  thy  pss- 
sion  tat  ibis  Rrfwccs,  thou  wilt  give  Beaomanoir  the 
power  of  sxpelliag  thee,  and  he  will  not  neglect  it. 
He  is  Jealous  of  the  truncheon  which  hsholdamhis 
irembung  gripe,  and  he  knows  thou  sireicheal  thy 
bold  hand  towards  it.  Doubt  not  he  wilt  ruin  thee, 
if  thou  atfcrdeal  him  a  pretext  so  fair  as  thy  prot«- 
lion  of  a  Jewieh  sorcetosa.  Give  him  hia  scope  m 
this  mailer,  for  thou  canst  not  control  him.  Whoi 
the  Btalf  ia  in  thiiie  own  firm  Basp,  thou  mayeal 
caress  the  daughters  of  Judah,  or  Pum  them,  as  may 
beat  auit  thine  own  humour," 

"  Malvoisin,"  said  BoiB.Ouilhert,  "  thou  sri  a  cold 
Uooded"^ 

"Fiwnd,"  said  the  Pfeeepior,  hasuoing  to  Sll  op 
the  blank,  in  which  Bois-a<nlbert  would  prohshly 
have  placed  a  worae  word,—"  a  cold-blooded  fnend  I 
am,  liiddieiefoie  more  fit  to  give  thee  advice.  I  lell 
thee  once  more,  that  thou  canst  not  save  Rdtecca.  I 
t^  thee  once  mors,  thou  canal  but  peiish  with  her. 
Oo  hie  thee  to  ihe  Grand  Blaster— throw  thyself  at 
hia  fMland  lell  him"— 

"NoT  at  his  feel,  by  Heaven!  but  fo  the  dotard's 
very  beiird  will  1  Bay"— 

•'Uvun  him  iben.  IT 

a,  ihe  greater  will  be  his  haste  to 


sf  tfas  bir  MMhiQtHu;  wbib  taoa,  Ul 

It  delicl  br  tlie  iroiral  oT  ■  ciime  coiilr_,  _ 

"-■-    "--TB  no  Bid  of  Ihy  brethren,  Bnd 


Ollh,  cuiit  bcnw  no  md  o1 
exrhonge,  iJl  thr  biiUiuit  ' 


".'K. 


a  Pluiden  tad  E 


— u  speiikeil  the  truth,  MalTMSn,"  nid  Bhsn 
de  Boi>-Guilb«n,  afur  a  motttetil'a  reSeciioiL  "' 
will  give  Itie  hijuy  \ngot  no  cdviniiigfl  o¥«r  nie{  mm 
Jbi  Rebecca,  ahe  nalEi  tiol  meiiled  at  mr  hand  tbat  I 
thmild  eipoae  niik  and  homur  fdi  ber  aake.  I  will 
cut  hei  ofT— yea,  I  will  leave  hei  to  her  fa(e  tin- 

"  ftualily  not  thy  wise  and  nec/mTy  rewlution," 
aaid  Malvolnin;  "Komen  are  but  the  la)ra  whicb 
amuieour  Ugh (er  hours— ambition  it  the  nerioua  bu- 
n«a  of  life.  Penah  a  thounand  euch  fhul  baubles 
ihia  Jeweaa,  before  thy  manly  ilrp  paun  in  the  hi 
lianl  career  that  li«  piretched  heforolheel  Porl__ 
preasnt  we  piTL  nat  must  we  be  aeen  to  hold  doae 
convenatioQ— Imualonlerlhe  halUbrhiajud^nieDl 

"WhatI"  aoid  Bola-fluUbert.  "aoaiMtir' 

"At."  rBpliad  ihe  Preceptor,  "  trial  mosaa  rapidly 
on  when  I  ha  judge  haa  deunnined  llia  aenlenc* 
beforeband." 

"  Rebecca,"  nid  Boia-Guilben^  whan  he  wob  lei 
olona,  "thou  an  like  to  coat  me  dear^-Why  cannot 
abandon  Ihee  to  thy  fate,  aa  thia  calm  hypocril. 
recommendal— OneefTort  wiillmakelnaaye  thee— 
but  beware  of  insraliludel  fm-  if  I  am  aaaiu  repulsed, 
my  vanjfBMiee  shall  equal  my  lore.  The  lift  and 
honour  oiF  Boia-Guilbetl  mual  nolbehaiarded,  when 
conlempt  and  reproaches  are  his  only  reward. 

11)6  Preceptor  had  hardly  given  ibe  necevary 
ordera,  whan  he  «aa  joined  by  Conrade  Hpnt-Fil- 
cquainled  him  with  the  (Jrand  MBater'i 
0  bring  the  Jeweaa  to  inatani  tiial  Jar 


chk  wh 


"They  mual  be  ilrenglhened.  Albert."  retried 
Honl-Filchet,  "they  must  be  iirengtbened  Doat 
thou  uoderstand  me  7" 

"  T  do,"  aaid  the  Preceptor,  "  nor  do  I  scrtiple  to  do 
■usbt  for  advancement  of  the  Order— but  there  la 
little  time  to  fitid  engines  filting." 

"Halvoisin,  they  muiJ  be  fouad,"  aaid  Conrade; 
"well  will  it  advantage  botb  the  Order  and  thee. 
Thia  Templealowe  is  a  poor  Precepinry- that  of 
Maiaon-Dieu  ia  worth  double  its  Tsliw—thou  knoweii 
my  interest  with  our  old  Chief— find  those  who  can 
cany  thi»  matter  through,  and  thou  art  Preceptor 
of  Maiion-Dieu  in  the  fertile  Kent— How  aayat 
tboul" 

imoiw  tb 
TO  lellowfl 

Front-de-BiBuf— It  may  b«  they  know  aomeihinii  of 
dM  iritdkeiiea  of  ihit  woman." 

"Away,  aedc  them  outinatant|«^and  hark  ihu  if 
ahynntoriwo  will  ahaipen  tbor  memoir,  let  lliem 
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"llierwoDld  aWMr  the  mother  that  bote  Ihem  a 
aoreefeaaforazecchiD,"  said  the  Preceptor. 

"Awafi  then,"  said  Hont-Fiu^t:  "at  noon  the 
aflait  will  proceed.  1  have  not  seen  our  aenior  in 
anch  earnest  pieparation  aince  he  coodsmned  to  the 
atake  Hamet  Alfasi,  ■  oonvHt  who  relapaed  to  ihs 
Uoslembilh." 

"  '      us  CBSIIo-lieU  til 

her  plac 

.-  the  amval  of  aeretal 

— , — 3  r«lher  gave  her  joy  i  for 

more  aftatd  of  the  solitary  visits  of  the  Seres 

■od  paanoaala  fois-Ouilbcrt  than  of  aiiy  evil  that 
could  beAill  her  beaidca.  The  duor  of  the  chamber 
was  unlocked,  and  Conrade  and  iha  Preceptor  H^- 
Toinn  enlsreiC  attended  by  (our  warden  dotbed  u 
black,  and  beanng  halberda. 

"Daugfaterofanaccunolnccr' aaid  the  Preceptor, 
"  arise  and  fiiDaw  ua." 

"WhitliKr." said Bsbeeca,  "andforwhatpurposeT' 

"Damsel,  onawered  Conrade,  "il  is  not  for  thea 
to  question,  but  to  oEiey.  Nereruieless,  be  it  known 
to  thee,  that  thou  art  to  be  brouehi  before  the  tribimaj 
of  the  Grand  Hester  of  our  holy  Order,  ihae  to  an- 
awcr  for  thine  otiencee." 

"Msy  the  God  of  Abraham  be  praisall"  laid 
Rebecca,  folding  ber  hands  devoutly!  the  name  of  a 
judge,  though  an  enemy  to  my  peopk  ie  lo  ma  as  th* 
name  of  a  protector.  Most  wiflpgly  do  Ifoilow  thee— 
permit  me  only  lo  wrap  my  val  around  my  head." 

They  descended  the  stair  wiih  alow  and  solemn 
step,  traversed  a  bne  gallery,  and.  by  a  pair  of  fbld> 
ing  doora  placed  at  the  etld,  entered  the  great  hall  in 
which  the  I3rand  Haator  bad  for  the  time  astabiiafaed 
his  court  of  justice. 

The  lower  part  of  thia  ample  apartment  was  filjad 
with  aquires  and  yeomeiL  who  mode  way  not  wilh- 
oat  some  difficultyfor  Rebecca,  attended  by  the  Pre- 
ceptoT  and  Mont-Filchet,  and  (hlloared  by  the  guard 
of  halbeldierOito  move  forward  to  the  Mat  upoinled 
lor  her.  Aa  ahe  paaaad  through  the  iiowd,  her  anna 
foldad  and  her  head  deprsaaed,  a  aciap  of  paper  wa* 
throat  into  bar  jiond,  .which  aba  m«ved  almost  un- 
conecioiitljr,  and  coDtinned  to  hold  without  exatom- 
ioff  ita  contenta.  The  aaaurance  that  aha  iinmiiiaii  il 
some  fneod  in  this  iwfbl  assembly  gave  her  amngt 
to  look  srouTMl,  and  lo  mark  into  whoae  preococe  me 
bad  been  conducted,  She  gaied,  eccordinfily,  u^Mt 
■'"  Bcsne^  iriiich  wa  shall  eadeavom  to  descnba  in 


the  Bcsne,wh 
the  neil  chap 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 


Tna  Inlninal,  erected  for  the  trial  of  thi 

_nd  unhapT-^-'^ ■-•  --  ^-^- - 

part  of  the  .„-.  ._-  „ , . 

which  we  have  already  described  as  the  [JacB  of 
honou^  destined  lo  be  occupied  by  the  moat  diatin- 

On  an  elevnied  sesC  directly  before  ihe  accused. 
.11  the  Grand  Mnslet  of  the  Temple,  in  full  and  am- 
ple robea  nf  tlowing  whiu,  holdlna  in  his  hanil  the 
ystic  etafil  whieh  bora  the  aymbol  of  the  Otdef.  At 
I  feel  was  placed  a  taUe,  occupied  by  two  aeribe^ 
,ja[dtinaofiheon]er,whoaGdutyit  waa  to  reduce  to 
formal  record  the  oroceedinga  of  the  day,  The  black 
dreasei^  bare  acalpa,  and  demure  looke  of  iheaa 
churchmen,  hm\ti  a  alrong  coniraai  to  the  wariike 
appearanee  of  the  knighla  who  attended,  either  aa 
residing  in  the  Preceplory,  or  as  come  Ihiihcr  to  at- 
tend upon  their  Oreiid  Hastfr.  The  PrecFptors,  at 
whom  there  were  four  present,  cweupiod  sesia  lower 
in  height.  an4  somewhat  drawn  back  behind  that 
of  their  BUjienar  i  and  the  knighla,  who  enjoyed  no 
audi  rank  m  ihs  Order,  were  pTaoed  on  benchea  soil 
bw*r,  and  preaerriiig  the  aame  diatance  ftpm  tha 
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Prao(T>lanaithwabam  tbaOnndHHtar.    Bshiod 

"■"    n,  biustiU  opont'"""' ' ' ' '■'"" 

.  alood  dwwiiiir 
..  .n  inloriar  qiulitir. 

The  wbotg  UOTmbli  wore  an  itpecl  of  the  mo« 

laofiHiDd  gnnif;  taa  in  the  Ticee  of  the  knights 

idhIii  bs  pomval  trtcee  o(  miUluy  daring,  uniled 

wito  the  nlemn  cviiue  bocaming  men  ol  a  reti- 

'     n  ihe  preeence  of  their 


caiTUue  b< 
ind  which, 


Aeaectba&liB  line*  ■q>aii  the  ftoorl— Itmairbeoiir 
Ote  and  Mfely  *n  thus  aimed  at;  but  weapil  at  and 
<lef|r  the  finl  anamr.  _l^nmr  Ltopercutiatwr 

This  WW  oominunusated  apart  to  hia  confidential 
fbUswer.ConiadeMbnt'Filchel.  Ths  Qnnd  HBiler 
thai  nieed  hi*  lace,  aod  addreased  tiM  aisemblr. 

"ReTeieiid  and  nGaot  mea,  Knights  Preci^ton, 
and  Compuuoaa  of  thiaHolT  Older,  my  brethren  and 
lOT  cliildran  I  juu  abc^  waU-barn  andiHoia  Eaqture^ 
>ha  aapirB  to  wcw  thia  hdy  Croat  l—tnd  too  aiao, 
Cbiatian  brelhrsn,  of  eran  oqree  h- Be  it  known  to 
yoa,  that  it  ia  not  debet  M  powtr  in  na  which  liaib 
occaaioned  the  iManibling  of  Ihia  consresatioii  g  Ibr, 
bowereriui worthy  in  oorperaon,  yetlonsu  commit- 
ted, with  Ihia  batoon,  Ml  power  UjudRe  and  to  try  all 
dial  regarda  ths  weal  of  this  our  Holy  Order.  Holy 
Saint  Bsnard,  in  the  rale  of  our  knighUy  and  tnligiaDS 
profeaaioii,  haih  aaid,  in  the  fifty-ninlh  capital,*  that 
be  would  not  thai  brethren  be  called  lomther  in  conn- 
al,  aare  at  the  will  and  command  at  the  Maatert 
leeyiikB  it  Iree  to  aa,  aa  to  thoae  more  wi»thy  fathera 
who  have  preceded  as  in  this  our  oflbx,  to  jodge,  aa 
well  of  tiie  occaoonasof  the  lime  and  place  in  which  a 


chapter  of  ttaa  whole  Onlv,  or  of  any  part  thereoti  iqAy 
be  convoked.  Alio,  in  ill  agch  chapters,  it  is  our 
duty  to  hear  the  advice  of  our  brethren,  and  to  procnd 
according  to  our  ownpleaaure.  But  when  the  raging 
wolf  hath  made  an  inroad  upon  the  flock,  and  carried 
ofT  one  member  thereof,  it  ia  the  duty  of  the  kind 
•hf^herd  to  call  hia  comrades  together,  that  with  bowi 


otherwise,  think  not  ranV  valour,  high  reputi 
earthlir  conaideralioD,  ahould  er«venlus(roni 
him  with  puoi^ment,  thai  the  evil  ihinc  n 
removed,  even  according  lo  the  text,  Aujcrlc  ... 
ex  vabia.    For  vaiioua  and  heinotis  are  the  ai 


hath  held  d 

person,  capital  tT,  IS/ralraimipartidjientam  tx- 
cMnnunfaifii,  and  dierefbre  halh  a  portion  in  AnaOu- 
ms  MiniRaCha.— 3d,  He  hath  conveiwl  with  itranga 
woman,  contrary  to  Ihocapital,  Ut  fralrti  rum am- 
wrmnftir  mm  ertronris  vmlieribui.—vh.  He  hath 
not  avoided,  nay,  be  hath,  it  is  lo  bo  feared,  Boliciled 
the  kiaa  of  woman ;  bv  which,  eoilh  the  last  rule  of 
our  renowned  Order,  Ulfitgia«turoKala,\\\evAA\en 
of  the  Ones  are  brougnt  into  a  oaare.  For  which 
heinous  and  multiplied  guilt,  Brian  de  Boia-Guilbert 
■hould  he  cut  offend  caet  out  from  our  congregation, 
nete  he  the  right  hand  and  right  ere  thereof." 

He  paused.  A  low  murmuTwent  through  the  assem- 
bly. Some  of  the  younger  part  who  bad  been  in- 
clined lo  smile  at  me  statute  Dt  oteufu  fagitndit, 
heeamo  now  pare  oiou^  and  aniioiisir  waited 
what  the  Chand  Hasier  was  next  to  propoae. 

"  Such."  he  add,  "  and  so  neat  ahould  indeed  ba 
the  puniihmenl  of  a  Eni^t  Templar,  who  wilftally 
oAnded  uomat  the  rules  of  his  Order  in  such  wnghv 
poinls.  Bal  ill  by  means  of  charms  and  of  spell^ 
^atan  had  obtained  dominion  over  the  Kntght,  per- 

l L I .     L! .__      ligdlly     „pj|n     J 


chance — _j_ 

damseTs  beauty,  we  are  then  rather 
chHSlise  his  backsliding ;      ~  ' 


^„,  — ,_npoaingon  htm  only 

nidi  penance  OS  may  purify  him  fimn  ma  iniquity,  ws 

.u,  c.n  ,j i-gijj.  indignation  upon  the 

"-  '^   '  -      -  'Inigi  occa- 


s  may  punfy  hi 

fiill  edge  of^otii  . ., 

accursed  inatrument,  which  had  si      —— - 

sioned  his  ulter  falling  away.— Slatid  forth,  iDeiefiire, 
and  bear  witness,  ye  who  have  witnessed  these  an- 
bai^jr  doings  that  we  may  judge  of  the  sum  and 
beanng  thereof ;  and  Judge  wheiher  our  justice  may 
be  satisSed  with  the  punishment  of  this  inSdel  woman, 
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Boic-Ouilbeit,  I  conjura  tbae.  by  ihia  nipbal  of  oar 
Holy  Onier." 
Bai>-Giiilbcrt  made  an  cfint  to  tappnm  bit  linjis 
ram  and  indignilion,  Ibe  eipraaaon  of  vbich,  ha 
aa mil >w*A  would  luTe  little aTiiled  him.  "Bn- 
ideBou-GmlEwt,"  hatnawcnd.  "itvliM  noliUMM 
-CveraMl  Fttiitf,  to  mch  wild  and  ti«iw  cbarna.  If 
hil  honoiir  be  impudxJ,  bo  wilt  defend  it  mlh  ha 


bodv.  and  with  lEaiii 


"We  fornve  liie&  Brethn  Brian,"  aaid  thaGnnd 
Hutei;  "though  tbal  Iboa  baM  boaated  (hr  warlb 
achievemeota  bafon  na,  ia  a  glonTviiiB  of  Utioa  own 
deeds,  and  comaih  of  the  EDemr,  who  lempMh  iw  to 
eiui  our  own  wofibip.    Bui  tbou  haat  out  pardon. 


pdiibich  baa  ofioi  it 


achievemeota  bafon  na,  ia  a  glonTyingof 
deeds,  and  comaih  of  the  EDemr,  who  iem| 
eiali  our  ownwofibip.  Bui  tbou  baat  ol.  k— -<" 
jodsiiiB  Iboii  apeaken  Ism  of  tniiw  own  nnwia 
than  Som  IM  anpalaa  of  him  whom,  by  BaaToi' 
leuTe,  we  will  qudl  and  drive  Ibrtb  bom  am  aaaem 
Hy.  A  gunee  of  dinlain  flaabed  bom  ih«  datm 
Berce  eyea  of  Boit-Omtbart,  but  he  made  oo  reply. — 
"  And  now/'  pmned  the  Qnnd  Haatei,  "  aiooe  ow 
Biothar  oTOoodalricke'i  queetitm  baa  been  tbua  im- 
perfeclly  anaweied,  putauB  wB  our  quest,  bTeibnn,  aod 
~—^  —  patron'a  unBiance,  we  will  aearcb  lo  tbo 
11*  layateiy  of  iniquity.— Let  thon  wbo  bava 

~c mtneaa  of  the  life  and  conversation  of  ibu 

Jewish  woman,  stand  fbith  before  ua."  Then  waa 
a  bustle  in  lbs  Iowa  part  of  the  hall,  and  whan  tbv 
Grand  Haaler  iwiuircd  the  reasan,  it  waa  rt^lisd, 
then  wu  in  the  crowd  a  bediidden  man,  whom  tha 
>ner  had  itstored  to  the  pedect  use  of  hia  Uinbrn, 
.,     tmracoloua  baUatn. 

flu  poor  peaaant,  a  Saion  by  binh,  waa  dngnsd 
Ibrwaid  10  the  bar,  teni&d  ai  (be  penal  eoBanueocaa 
which  he  might  have  incnmd  byiheKoiliof  hanng 
beeoeuredofthepaIa|rbyaJewisbdamB(L  Pstfectfir 
cntcd  be  ocrtainly  was  not,  br  he  Bupponed  biibsslf 
forward  oil  enitrhes  to  give  evidence.  Hon  unwil- 
ling waa  bis  tMrnmony,  and  givm  with  many  laara; 
*— '  '-■>  admitted  ihal  two  years  once,  when  leaidiiiB 
rk.  he  waa  auddeoly  afflicted  with  a  sore  diseaaa, 
IsbounnK  for  lease  ibe  rich  Jew.  in  hia  vocalioii 
oineri  thai  be  bad  bsen  unable  to  atir  fiom  lua 
Ddl  the  remedies  applied  by  Rebecca's  dirsc- 
and  eapecially  a  wanning  and  ipicy-smsllinK 

n,  had  m  some  deerse  resloisd  him  to  iha  nan 

of  his  limbs.  Horeoverjha  aaid,  aba  had  given  um 
a  jwt  of  that  piBciaus  omlnKtil,  and  flimisbed  him 
with  a  piece  M  money  withal,  lo  relum  lo  the  house 
of  his  lather,  near  to  Templeatowc  "And  may  it 
please  yovr  gradoua  Reverence,"  aaid  ihe  man.  "I 
cannot  think  ibe  datpael  meinl  harm  by  ma.  though 
ihe  bath  the  ill  hap  to  be  a  Jewiw ;  for  even  wbaa 
I  used  her  Temaly,  1  said  the  Paler  and  Iha  Cleed, 
ami  il  never  operaNd  a  whit  leaa  kiodly." 

"Peac4  alave,"  said  the  Qmnd  Xaslar,  "and  b»- 
gonel  II  weO  auiia  btuMs  lika  thes  to  be  lampednit 
and  trinkcuog  with  hsllirii  cans,  and  to  be  givias 
~  "labour  lothe  sans  of  mischieC    I  taO  tfasbiiM 

I  can  impua  diseases  iin  iheveiypiiipoBeofra- 

moyiiig  them,  in  order  to  bring  into  credil  soma  dia- 
boUcalfasbion  of  cure.  Ilssl  ihou  that  nngaenl  of 
which  thou  qieakest?" 

The  peasant,  fiunbliug  in  his  boaotn  with  a  tnoi- 
blinghand,[aaducsd  a  smalt  box,  bearing  some  Ha- 
brew  cluusct«n  on  (be  lid,  which  wa^  with  most  of 
the  audience,  a  sure  fxacf  ihai  the  devil  had  stood 
apolhecsry.  Beamnanoir,  aAer  i  iiii|iaiig  hiiiisslf. 
look  the  boi  in  to  hia  hand,  and  teanwd  in  moatof  iba 


"  Strange  powsra  of,  SaihMus,  aud  b»,  "  which  ei_ 
oonvert  Scnplurs  inio  blaeidiemy,  mm^iiw  pMson 
with  one  nsceasai;  food  I— la  there  no  leecn  tun  who 
otn  tw  lu  ibf  lugTediata  of  this  mystic  nngtientr 

Two  medlcmet^  as  they  called  themaelvst,  lbs  one 
a  monk,  ibe  other  a  baibier,  appeared,  and  avouched 
they  knew  nolbing  of  ibe  malenalA  exceptina  that 
ibey  ssvoured  ef  myirh  and  eaincifaln^  which  they 
took  to  he  pneDla]  herbs.  But  with  Iha  true  pfoba- 
sionst  hatred  to  s  socc^hsfiil  pracdtioDer  of  that  art, 
tjiey  inainoBled  that  aincettanKdicioewss  beyond 
that  own  knowtedcii  it  must  neoMsanly  have  beea 
compounded  from  an  unlawful  and  nagical  phaniw 
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omit;  eioee  they  themselyes,  though  no eoiuurora, 
fioly  midefstood  every  branch  of  their  art,  so  nr  ae  it 
mpht  be  ezeretsed  with  the  good  faith  of  a  Christian. 
Wbni  this  medical  research  was  ended,  the  Saxon 
peassnt  deared  humbly  to  have  back  the  medicine 
wfaidi  be  had  found  so  salutary;  but  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter frowned  severely  at  the  request.  "What  is  thy 
Bsme  fellow?"  said  ne  to  the  cnpple. 

"Sgg,  the  son  of  Snell,"  answered  the  peasant 

"Then  Hjg^  son  of  SnelL"  said  the  Grand  Master, 
''I  teil  thee  it  la  belter  to  be  bedridden,  than  to  accept 
tJM  benefit  of  unbelierers*  medicine  that  thou  mayest 
ime  sad  walk;  better  to  despoil  infid^els  of  their 
tTBUflTB  by  the  strons  hand,  than  to  accept  of  them 
beoevdent  giftsi  or  do  them  service  for  wages.  Go 
ilMa,  and  do  as  I  have  said." 

"Alack,"  said  the  peasant,  "an  it  shall  not  dis- 
pksae  your  Reverence,  the  lesson  comes  too  late  for 
me,  for  I  am  but  a  maimed  man :  but  I  will  tell  my 
two  brethren,  who  serve  the  rich  Rabbi  Nathan  Ben 
Saood,  that  yonr  mastership  sf  ys  it  is  more  lawAil 
torobinm  than  to  render  him  faitnful  service." 

''Oat  with  the  prating  villain !"  said  Beaumanoir, 
vbo  was  not  prepared  to  refute  this  practical  applica- 
tioo  of  his  general  maxim. 

Hijs;  the  son  of  Snell,  withdrew  into  the  crowd, 
bo^mterested  in  the  fate  of  his  benefactress  lingered 
QBU  he  should  learn  her  doom,  even  at  the  nsk  of 
apin  encountering  the  frown  of  that  severe  judge,  the 
taior  of  which  wrmered  his  very  heart  witmn  him. 

At  this  period  of  the  trial  the  Grand  Master  cora- 
naoded  Rebecca  to  unveil  herself  Opening  her  lips 
^the  first  time,  she  replied  patiently,  but  with  dig- 
uQr,— '^That  it  was  not  the  wont  of  the  daughters  of 
her  people  to  uncover  their  faces  when  alone  in,  an 
Mnmbiy  of  strangers."  The  sweet  tones  of  her  voice, 
ud  the  softness  of  her  reply,  impressed  on  the  audi- 
«sce  a  sentiment  of  pity  and  sympathy.  But  Beau- 
iBnoir,  io  whose  mind  the  suppression  of  each  feeling 
orbmnanity  which  could  inteniare  with  his  imagined 
ootf.  was  a  virtue  of  itself  repeated  his  commands 
that  luB  victim  sbouldl  be  unveiled.  The  guards  were 
vwot  to  remove  her  veil  accordingly,  when  she  stood 
19  before  the  Grand  Master  and  said,  "  Nay,  but  for 
the  wveof  your  own  daughters— Alas."  rfie  said,  re- 
electing herself  "  ve  have  no  daughters !— yet  for 
the  rfflnembrance  of  your  mothers— for  the  love  of 
!]OQr  ■aten,  and  of  female  decency,  let  me  not  be  thus 
lundledin  yoor  presence ;  it  suits  not  a  maiden  to  be 
^ffM  by  anch  rude  grooms.  I  will  obey  you, "  she 
"ufH  with  an  expression  of  patient  sorrow  m  her 
veiee,  whi^  had  fumost  melted  the  heart  of  Beau- 
muoir himself;  "ye  are  elders  among  your  people, 
un  at  your  command  I  will  show  the  features  of  an 
ai^tedmajden." 

°be  wididrew  her  veil,  and  looked  on  them  with  a 
^teaance  in  which  oashfulness  contended  with 
^^ipity.  Her  exceeding  beauty  excited  a  murmur  of 
■proe,  and  the  younger  knights  told  each  other  with 
'bveyes,  in  silent  correspondence,  that  Brian's  best 
90wSTwas  in  the  power  of  her  real  charms,  rather 
tan  01  her  imagiiuiry  witchcraft.  But  Higg,  the  son 
£SaeU,  felt  most  deeply  the  effect  produced  bv  the 
"Sht  of  the  countenance  of  his  benefactress.  "  Let 
^  0>  forth."  he  said  to  the  warders  at  the  door  of 
2,hall,— "let  me  go  forth !— To  look  at  her  again 
^  KUme,  for  I  have  had  a  share  in  murdering  her." 
Peace,  poor  man,"  said  Rebecca,  when  she  heard 
lus  ezelamation :  "  thou  hast  done  me  no  harm  by 
fflpng  the  truth— thou  canst  not  aid  me  by  thy  com- 
^*>ntts  or  lamentations.  Peace,  I  pray  thee— go  home 
«>d«we  thyself." 

Higg  was  about  to  be  thrust  out  bj  the  compassion 
^the  waiders,  who  waie  apprehensive  lest  his  clamo- 
'('Qs  grief  should  draw  upon  them  reprehension,  and 
^  mmself  punishment  But  he  promised  to  be 
lest,  and  was  permitted  to  remain.  The  two  men- 
't-arma,  with  whom  Albert  Midvoisin  had  not  foiled 
»  communicate  upon  the  import  of  their  testimony, 
][«J  now  called  forwanL  Though  both  were  hard- 
^and  mflexible  villain^the  sight  of  the  captive 
-jj*™,  as  well  as  her  exMing  beauty,  at  first  ap^ 
gwed  to  stagger  them ;  but  an  expressive  glance 
""■the  Preceptor  of  Templeetowe  re«toied  tbem  to 
Vol.  m.  2 1 


their  dogged  composure  t  and  they  delivered,  with  a 
precision  which  would  nave  seemed  suspicious  to 
more  impartial  judges,  circumstances  eitoer  alto- 

g ether  fictitious  or  tnvial,  and  natural  in  themselves, 
ut  rendered  pregnant  with  suspicion  by  the  exagge-  • 
rated  manner  m  which  they  were  told,  and  the  sinister 
conunentary  which  the  witnesses  added  to  the  facts. 
Tlie  circumstances  of  their  evidence  would  have  been 
in  modern  days,  divided  into  two  classes— those 
which  were  immaterial,  and  those  which  were  actu- 
ally and  physically  impossible.  But  both  were,  in 
those  ignorant  and  superstitious  times,  easily  credit- 
ed as  proofii  of  guilt— The  first  class  set  forth, 
that  Rebecca  was  neard  to  mutter  to  herself  in  an 
unknown  tongtte— that  the  songs  she  sung  by  fits 
were  of  a  strangely  sweet  sound,  which  made  the  ears 
of  the  heater  tmgle,  and  his  heart  throb— that  she 
spoke  at  times  to  herself,  and  seemed  to  look  upward 
for  a  reply— that  her  garments  were  of  a  strange  and 
mystic  form,  unlike  those  of  women  of  good  repute- 
that  she  had  rings  impressed  with  cabalisticBl  devices, . 
and  that  strange  characters  were  broidered  on  her 
veiL 

All  these  circumstances,  so  natural  and  so  trivial, 
were  gravely  listened  to  as  proofs,  or,  at  least  as 
aiibrding  strong  suspicions  that  Rebecca  had  unlaw- 
ful correspondence  with  mystical  powers. 

But  there  was  less  equivocal  testimony,  which  the 
credulity  of  the  assembly,  or  of  the  greater  part, 
greedily  swaUowed.  however  incredible.  One  ot  the 
soldiers  had  seen  her  work  a  cure  upon  a  wounded 
man,  brought  with  them  to  the  castle  of  Torquilstone. 
She  did,  he  said,  make  certain  signs  upon  the  wound, 
and  repeated  certain  mysterious  words,  which  he 
blessed  God  he  understood  not  when  the  iron  head 
of  a  SQuare  cross-bow  bolt  diser^;ased  itself  from  the 
wouno,  the  bleeding  was  stancneoC  the  wound  was 
closed,  and  the  dying  man  was,  within  the  quarter  of 
an  hour,  walking  up9n  the  ramparts,  and  assisting 
the  wimess  in  manaiging  a  mangonel,  or  machine  for 
hurling  stones.  This  legend  was  probably  founded 
upon  the  fact  that  Rebecca  had  attended  on  the 
wounded  Ivanboe  when  in  the  castle  of  Torquilstone. 
But  it  was  the  more  difficult  to  dispute  the  accuracy 
o{  the  witness,  as,  in  ordor  to  produce  real  evidenoein 
support  of  his  verbal  testimony,  he  drew  from  his  f 
pouch  the  very  bolt-head,  which,  according  to  his 
story,  had  been  miraculously  extracted  from  the 
wound ;  and  as  the  iron  weighed  a  fiill  ounce,  it  com- 
pletely confirmed  the  tale,  however  marvellous. 

His  comrade  had  been  a  wimess  from  a  neighbour- 
ing battlement  of  the  scene  betwixt  Rebecca  and 
Bois-Guilbert,  when  she  was  upon  the  point  of  pre- 
cipitating herself  from  the  top  of  the  tower.  Not  to 
be  behind  his  companion,  this  fellow  stated,  that  he 
had  seen  Rebecca  perch  herself  upon  the  parapet  of 
the  turret,  and  there  take  the  form  of  a  milk-white 
swan,  under  which  appearonce  she  flitted  three  times 
round  the  castle  of  Torquilstone;  then  again  settle  on 
the  turret,  and  once  more  assume  the  female  form. 

Less  than  one  half  of  this  weighty  evidence  would 
have  been  sufilcient  to  convict  any  old  woman,  poor 
and  ugly,  even  though  she  had  not  been  a  Jewess. 
United  with,  that  fatal  circumstance,  the  body  of  proof 
was  too  weighty  for  Rebecca's  youth,  though  com- 
bined with  the  most  exquisite  beauty. 

The  Grand  Master  had  collected  the  suflTrages,  and 
now  in  a  solemn  tone  demanded  of  Rebecca  what 
she  had  to  say  against  the  sentence  of  condemnation, 
which  he  was  about  to  pronounce.  ^ 

"To invoke  your  pity,"  said  the  lovely  Jewess,  with 
a  voice  somewhat  tremulous  with  emotion,  "would, 
I  am  aware,  be  as  useless  as  I  should  hold  it  mean. 
To  state  that  to  relieve  the  sick  and  wounded  of  an- 
other religion,  cannot  be  displeasing  to  the  acknow- 
ledged Founder  of  both  our  faiths,  were  also  unavail- 
ing; to  plead  that  many  things  which  these  men 
(whom  may  heavenpardon !)  have  spoken  against  me 
are  impossible,  would  avail  me  but  httle,  since  you 
believe  ui  their  possibility ;  and  still  less  would  it  ad- 
vantage me  to  explain,  that  the  peculiarities  of  my 
dressL  language,  and  manners,  are  those  of  my  peo- 

le— I  had  well  nifrfi  said  of  my  country,  but  alas  f  we 

avenococmtry.  Nor  will  I  even  vindicate  myself  at 


a 


eexpeouof  my  apprEuor.wBoetaiidi  tbanUBlra-[Hij>fraraiMRUiedmtbsitiwiiIn«riiruh«B«aMl 
g  to  the  ficlions  aod  lunuiaea  wtitcb  seem  to  cod-  upoo  lite  twaulilul  creature  belbfa  hioii  (kne,  tut- 
rtlheijiruiimia  iheviciim.^-^Oodbejknimbeiwe^  |  fbepded,  and  d^^odiug  heraelt  wiitiao  muoli  ai>irit 


llnth, 


rued 
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HAko,  tuead,  that  m  usgn  ihav 
..nm  th«  pnaeni  to  Sad  n  champion." 
Tlwl  i»  (ml  brief  spact"  anBWf  red  RebeccE,  "  for 
■tnnnr  vfao  is  alio  of  another  faith,  to  find  one 
ho  will  da  billle.  wagEtiag  lif?  md  honour  for  her 
i(iK  agiinM  1  kni^t  who  is  called  an  approi^  Bol- 
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fonnh  dir  from  hence. 

■■ood'.  -^"  •-  -■" 

imtiiiHi 

me  as  a  whole  ace." 

"Thou  hut  spokea  well,  dimNl,"  Mid  the  Grand 
Mvier;  "but  well  know  we  who  em  anaT  himself 
bkcuianselof  lighL  It  remiias  but  to  name  a  fil- 
ling pli«  of  combat,  and  if  it  so  hap,  ulso  of  execu- 
twi,— Where  ia  Iha  Preceptor  of  thii  houae  7" 

AlbiTi  Malvoisin,  still  holding  Rebecea'B  gloie  in 
In  luod,  was  speaking  to  BoiB-Quilben  veiy  iisi- 
DM^,  Iral  in  B  low  voice. 

'Bow!"  said  (he  Otand  HiMei,  "will  he  not 
ncfiralliegage?" 

"He  will— he  doth,  most  Revetsnd  FBlber,"  Mid 
Hittoisn,  stippiPK  the  glove  under  hia  own  mantle, 
'.^fortheplaceof  combat,  I  hold  the  fittest  to  be 
ihetauof  Ssint  George  belon^ng  to  (his  Precep lory, 
indued  by  ua  for  mililaTy  eierciae." 

"Itii  welVwid  the  Onind  Master.— "  Rebecca, 
■s  those  list!  abalt  thou  produce  thy  chamiuon ;  and 
if  ihmi  Wlint  to  do  BO,  or  if  thy  champion  shall  Mdi 


■•  la  iba  ypillm 


ihen  modestly  reminded  dts  Grand  Muler,  that  die 
ought  to  be  jwrmitlad  eomB  opportimity  of  free  com- 
munication with  her  fiienda,  for  the  purixiae  of  mak- 
ing het  condition  known  lo  them,  and  procuring,  if 
""•sible,  aome  champion  to  fight  in  her  behalf. 

It  is  just  end  lawful."  slid  the  Grand  Uasier; 


sb^all  hi    .       .. 
ptison-cb  amber.' 
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isihere,"  Biid  Rebecca,  "any  one  here,  who,  ttther 
for  love  of  a  good  cause,  or  for  ample  hire,  will  do  the 
errand  of  a  diBtreaSBd  being'?" 

All  were  silent;  for  none  thought  it  aafe,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Grand  Maeier,  to  avow  aov  intersBt 
m  the  cBlumniated  priaoner,  lest  he  ahould  be  eus- 
peclsd  of  ieaniog  towards  Judaiam.  Not  even  the 
proBpeci  of  reward,  far  lese  any  feelings  of  compas- 
sion alone,  could  surmount  this  apprehension. 

Rebecca  stood  for  a  few  momeniB  in  indescribatile 
anxiety,  and  then  exclaimed.  "Is  it  really  thui7— 
And  in  English  land,  am  I  to  be  deprived  of  the  poor 
chance  of  Ba&ty  which  remains  lo  me,  for  want  of 
an  act  of  charity  which  would  not  be  refusal  to  the 

Iligg,  the  son  of  Snell,  at  length  tnilied,  "  I  ai 
lull  a  maimed  m~  '-—-'—  ' "^-- 


crippled  object  can,  and  haspy  ' 
limbs  fleet  enough  la  repair  the  miichiel  done  by  my 
toHitue.  Alaa  I  when  I  boasted  of  thy  chatitr,  1  litEls 
Ihoughl  I  WBB  Icndmg  thee  into  danger !" 

"  Ood,"  said  RrfjeccB,  "  is  the  disposer  of  all.  Rs 
can  turn  back  the  csplivilyof  JudBh,  even  by  Iha 

...    ,.    .: .     m_  Sis  message  the 

.  .-IcotL     Seek  out 

- pay  for  horse  sod 

im  have  this  scroll.— I  know  not  if  it  be  of 

Heaven  the  spirit  which  inspires  me,  but  most  truly 
do  I  judge  that  1  am,  not  to  die  this  death,  and  that  ■ 
champion  will  be  raised  up  for  me.  Farewell  1— Life 
■nd  death  are  in  ihy  hasle." 

The  peoBont  look  the  serol!,  which  contained  only 
a  few  lines  in  Hebrew.  Many  of  the  crowd  would 
have  dissuaded  him  from  touching  a  documml  m 
■UBpIciouBi  but  Higg  vras  reaolote  in  the  service  of 
Ills  benefactresa.  She  had  BBved  his  body,  he  said, 
and  he  was  confldont  she  did  not  mean  to  peril  his 

"  I  will  get  me,"  he  said,  "  my  neighl|ow  Bothsn'a 
good  cspuT,*  and  I  nill  be  at  York  within  aa  brief 
space  aa  man  and  beaai  may." 

But  as  it  fortuned,  he  had  no  occaaion  lo  go  so  for, 
for  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  gate  of  the 
Preceptory  he  met  with  two  riders,  whom,  by  their 
dreaa  aiul  their  hu^  yellow  caps,  he  knew  to  be  Jews ; 

of  litem  wne  hie  oncieiit  employer,  Isbbc  of  York. 
The  other  was  the  Rabbi  Ben  Samuel ;  and  both  had 
approached  OS  near  lo  the  Preccptoiy  as  ihcy  dared, 
on  hearing  that  the  Grand  Master  had  summoned  a 
chapter  for  the  trial  of  a  BoreeresB. 

"Brother  Ben  SBmuel,"  said  Isaac,  "my  soul  is 
diBquielcd,  and  Iwot  not  why.  This  charge  of  necro- 
mancy ia  right  oflen  used  for  cloaking  evil  practices 


r immunity  «l  Iheir  hands- it  rules  iha 

savage  mindaofthosB  ungodly  mea  even  BB  (he  aig- 
nel  of  the  mighly  Solomon  was  said  lo  command 
(he  eva  genii.— Bu(  what  poor  wretch  comes  hither 
upon  hie  crotche^  desmng,  as  I  Ihink,  some  sMccIt 
of  mel— Prieiid."  continued  (ho  physician,  address- 
ing Higg,  the  son  of  Snell.  "  I  refuse  thee  not  (he  aid 
of  mine  art,  but  I  relieve  not  with  one  asper  those 
who  beg  for  alma  upon  thehighway  Oiil  upon  thee! 
— Haat  thou  ihenaliiyiTi  thy  lalsi  then  let  thy  hands 
vyoiifor  Aylivdihood;  for,  llbeitlhou  he's!  unfilftr 
a  apoedy  poet,  or  for  a  careful  shepherd,  or  for  the 
WBrfare,  or  for  ihe  aervice  of  BhastymaBter,  yet  (hsre 
be  occupations— How  now,  brotherl"  said  he,  inter- 


linn,  anil 

lefiectsof 
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"  Brother,"  raid  ihe  lUbbi,  tn  greal  MupriM,  "  srl 
ihou  H  fHlher  in  Israel,  and  dost  inoguller  wonielike 
unto  these  t-— I  IniBl  tbit  the  i;hild  of  thv  house  yet 
livethr' 

"SheliTeth,"  answered  Isaac;  "but  iliaaa  Daniel, 
who  was  called  Bdtheshniiar,  byki  when  withui  Ihe 
den  of  ihe  liona.  She  is  c^Iivu  unio  those  men  of  Be- 
liai,  and  they  will  wreak  iheircnieltyupoo  her,  roaring 
neither  for  her  youth  nor  ber  comdy  favour.  Ol  ahe 
wta  na  a  crown  of  green  palms  to  tny  gray  locka ; 
and  she  muil  wither  in  a  night,  like  the  gourd  of 
Jonah!— Child  of  my  iovsl— child  of  mi' old  agel— 
oh,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Rachel  I  the  darkneas  of 
Ihe  ahadow  of  death  halh  encompassed  thee." 

"  Yet  read  the  ecroll,"  said  the  Rabbi ;  "  peradven- 

"Do  thou  read,  brother,"  answereij  Isaac,  "for 
mine  eyes  ara  as  a  fountain  of  water." 

The  physician  read,  but  in  ihurnntiTS  language, 
the  following  words  :— 

"To  laaac.  the  son  of  Adonikam,  whom  the  Oen- 
titea  call  Isaac  of  York,  peace  and  the  blesaing  of  the 
promise  be  multiplied  unto  iheel— My  father,  I  am 
as  one  doomed  to  die  for  that  which  my  soul  knowelh 
not— even  for  the  crime  of  wiichcroft.  My  father,  ifs 
ilrang  man  can  be  found  lo  do  balile  for  my  cause 
with  sword  and  spear,  according  to  the  cuaioma  of 
theNaureoea,  and  thai  wiihm  the  lists  of  Temple- 
stowe,  on  the  third  day  from  this  time,  peradvenlure 
our  fathers'  God  will  give  him  strength  m  defend  the 
innocent,  and  her  who  hath  none  lo  help  her.  But  if 
ihia  may  not  be,  lei  the  vimina  of  our  people  mourn 
for  me  as  for  one  cast  ofTand  for  the  hart  that  is 
Bliicken  by  the  himter,  and  for  the  flower  which  is 
cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Iho  mower.  Wherefoni 
look  now  what  thou  doest,  and  whether  there  be  any 
rescue.  One  Nazarene  warrior  might  indeed  bear 
arms  m  my  behalf,  even  Wilfred,  aon  of  Cedric, 
whom  the  Gentiles  call  Iianhoe.  But  he  may  not 
yet  endure  the  weight  of  his  ormour.  Nevertheless, 
■end  the  tidings  unto  him,  my  father!  for  he  hath 
liTOur  among  the  strong  men  of  hia  people,  and  as 


u,  and  mA  am  this 
may  be  bs  will  hdp 

!bee  witb  counsel  or  with  soengm  i  for  tho  touiE 
lath  favoat  in  the  eyes  of  Richanl,  called  of  the  Naxa- 
-enea  CiEur-de-Lian,  and  the  tidmEB  thai  be  hsih 
■elurnedarecqnstantin  theland.    It  may  be  that  he 


their  purposed  wickedneai?' 

"I  will  seek  him  out,"  said  Isaac,  [or  he  is  a 
good  youth  and  halh  compassion  for  the  eiila  of 
Jacob.  Bui  he  cannot  bear  his  armour,  and  what 
other  Chrisdan  shall  do  battle  for  tbs  oppreased  oT 


"  Nay,  but,"  ssid  the  Rabbi, 
te  that  knowcih  not  the  Geniili 

ineown  safety.    Bi 


'thou  speakeii  h 

1.    Withftoldshal; 

eten  as  with  gold  iht>u  buna 
i  of  good  couraae,  and  do  Uuu 
3ut  this  Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe.    I 


will  alf 

of  York,  where  many  munuiB  um  duuu^^  men  are 
assembfed,  and  doubt  tiot  1  will  £nd  among  them 

ar 'lo  will  do  battle  for  thy  daUKbrer;  for 

g[  aod,  and  for  riches  will  ihey  pawn  ihor 

h'  r  BI  their  landa— Thou  wdt  fulfil  my 

hi  promise  as  I  may  make  unlo  them  in 

th 

,  brother,"  said  Isaac,  "  and  Heaven  be 
pi  raised  me  up  a  comforter  in  mv  miserT. 
1.  .. ... ,._:_  'lUdemand  at  once, 

uf  this  BCtnUT  -  ' 

)t  Ol  ounces— Nevertheless, , 


lunces— Nevertheless,  be  it  a«  thou  willeet 
distracted  in  this  thing,  and  whal  would 
avail  me  if  (he  child   of  my  love  ahould 

"Farewell."  said  (tftphysiaan,  "and  may  it  be  lo 
Ihee  SB  thy  heart  deeiretfa.'' 
~hey  embraced  accordingly,  and  departed  on  tl 
^ral  roads.    "^ '—•-' " 


The  crippled  p 


I  remained  tot 


w  Uke  them- 


iwls,  and  run  the  rii 


roads.    The  crippled 

_-ie  looking  after  iheir.. 

"These  dog-Jews!"  said  he:    " 
notice  of  a  ^¥e  guild-brolher,  than 
sisve  or  s  Turk,  or  a  circumcised  Hebre< 
selves  I  They  might  have  flung  me  a  mancus  or  two, 
lot  obriKedtobringlheirunballowid 
riak  of  beine  bewitched,  Bs  more 

je.    And  what  care  i  for  ihe  bii 

of  gold  that  ibe  wench  gave  me,  if  I  am  to  oome  la 
harm  from  the  priest  next  Easier  at  confe«sion,  and 
be  obliged  lo  give  him  twice  as  much  to  make  it  up 
with  him,  and  be  called  the  Jew's  flying  post  all  my 
life,  as  it  may  hap,  into  the  bargain  7  I  think  I  was 
bewitched  in  eamesl  when  I  was  beside  that  girl  !— 
But  il  was  always  so  with  Jew  or  Gentile,  whomevo' 
came  near  ho^-noHB  could  stay  when  she  had  an 
errand  lo  go— and  still,  when  over  I  think  of  ba,  I 
would  give  shop  and  loots  to  save  her  life." 

CHAPTER  XXXIX. 


It  was  in  the  twilight  of  l^  day  when  her  inal,  if 
it  could  be  called  Buekhadftaken  place,  Ihal  a  low 
knock  was  heard  at  the  door  of  Rebecca's  priaon- 
chamber.  It  disturbed>not  Ihe  inmate,  who  wi* 
then  engaged  in  the  evening  prayer  recommended  by 
her  religion,  and  which  concluded  with  a  hjtnn  we 
have  ventured  thus  to  Irenslstc  into  Elngliah. 


Wben  the  Bounds  of  Rebecca's  doTaEionil  bvi 
had  ditd  Bwiy  in  nlance,  the  low  knock  at  ihe  di 
waaa^un  reaewed  '^Ejiter,'*  Bbewtid,  **ifihou 
■  friend ;  and  il  »  loe,  I  have  not  ihe  meuia  of 
Atang  thi  enliince." 

"1  am,  mid  Brian  de  Boii-Guilbert,  entering 
urtmeiit,  "  friend  or  loe,  Rebecca,  >■  the  event 
utia  inlerviflv  aha]]  make  m&" 

Alarmed  at  the  eight  of  thia  man,  whose  lii^ntit 
paiaioii  she  cDDsidered  aa  ihsmatof  bBrmiaTorlun.  , 
Rebecca  drew  backwaid  with  a  caulioue  and  alarmed, 

oaaf  ihe  apartment,  as  if  determined  to  relieat  ae 
iar  as  she  could,  but  to  stand  her  around  when  retreat 
became  do  longer  possihle.  She  tirewheraelf  into  an 
auitode  not  of  defiance,  but  of  reaolutian,  ai  one  that 
wonld  avoid  provoking  aeeault,  yel  wa*  resolute  to 
ine)  it,  being  oSered,  to  the  utmoatofher  power. 

¥"ou  have  no  raaeon  to  fearioe,  Rebecca,"  laid 
the  Templar;  "or  if  I  muat  ao  qualify  my  apeech. 
Ten  have  at  least  mm  no  reason  to  fear  me. 

"I  bar  you  not,  Sir  Knight,"  replied  Rebecca,  al- 
ihou^  her  ahort-dniwn  hrealh  Beomcd  la  belie  the 
heRHjnn  of  her  accenta ;  "  my  trust  ii  strong,  and  1 

"Yoa  have  no  cause,"  answered  Bots-Guilbert 
Riavaly;  "my  former  frantic  attempts  you  have 
now  to  dread.  Within  your  call  are  guaide,  i 
whom  I  have  no  aitthomy.  They  are  designee 
eooduct  you  to  death,  Rcl>ecca,  yel  would  not  >u 
Toa  to  be  insulted  by  any  one,  evai  by  me,  were 
Demy— for  freniy  il  is— to  urge  me  eo  far." 

"Mar.  Heaven  be  praised T  said  the  Jewt  .. 
"  death  ia  the  least  of  my  apprehensions  in  iHii  den 


Aihruj 


■  Mnie  with  a  sword,  were  to  me  little— To  you,  _ 
filing  from  ■dixaybattjcmenl,  a  stroke  with  a  ahaip 
poniard  has  no  terrors,  compared  with  what  c'-'--- 

ihmks  ditgrace.   Mark  me— I  Bay  this— perhaps 

own  sentiments  of  honour  are  not  less  fantastic,  Re- 
becca, than  thine  are )  but  we  know  alike  how  '-  -''- 

" Dnhapp]' rnan."  aaid  the  Jewels  i  "and  an 

condemDed  to  expose  thy  life  for  principles,  of  which 
thy  sober  judginenl  dooi  not  acknowledge  the  solid 
ityl  Sumy  this  is  a  pirtina  with  your  treasure  foi 
that  which  is  not  bread— but  deem  not  so  of  me.  Thy 
moloiion  mxy  fluciuaie  on  the  wild  and  ehangefiu 
biUowB  of  human  opinion,  but  mine  is  anchored  on 
4«  Rock  of  A«ea." 

"Silence,  maiden."  answered  the  Templar:  "nich 
oiscaarTC  now  availi  but  little.  Thau  art  condemned 
to  die  not  a  sudden  and  easy  death,  such  as  misery 
dioosea,  and  despair  welcomes,  but  a  slow,  wrslched, 

Eitracted  course  of  torture,  suited  to  what  the  dia- 
lical  bigotry  of  Iheae  men  calls  thy  ciime." 
"And  to  whom — if  such  my  fate— to  whom  do  I 
oWBthisI"  said  Rebecca;  "surely  only  to  him,  who, 
^  a  most  adGsb  and  brutal  cause,  dragged  me 
athv,  and  who  now,  lor  some  unknown  purpose  of 
ktt.own.  niivu  to  exaggerate  the  wretchecl  fate  to 
mich  be  exjMaed  me." 
"Think  not,"  said  the  TemiJar,  "  that  1  have  n> 


exposed  theei  I  would  have  bucklared  tb«eagunai 


Had  thy  putpoae  been  the  honounble  pmtcclion 
of  Ihe  innocent,  said  Rebecca,  "1  had  thanked  thee 
for  thy  care— aa  il  is,  Ihou  hast  claitned  meiil  for 
it  BO  often,  thai  1  tell  thee  life  ia  worth  nothing  to 
me,  preserved  at  the  price  which  thou  wouldat  exact 

"Ttuceivilh  thine  npbraidinga,  Rebecca,"  said  ths 
Templar;  "I  have  my  own  cause  of  grief,  andbmok 
not  that  thy  teproacheB  should  add  lo  I1." 

"What  is  thy  purpose,  then,  Sir  Knight!"  said  the 
Jewess;  "apeak  it  briefly.— If  thou  hast  aught  to  do, 
save  to  wiinesB  the  miser;  thou  hast  caused,  let  me 
know  it;  and  then,  if  so  it  please  you,  lesve  me  to 
myaelf— Ihe  step  between  lime  and  eternity  is  short 
but. terrible — and  1  have  few  moments  to  prepare 

"1  perceiyCi Rebecca,"  aaid  Bois-Ouilbert,  "that 
Ihou  dost  contmue  to  burden  tne  with  the  charge  of 
dialrase%  which  most  fain  would  I  have  prevented." 

"Sir  Knight,"  said  Rebecca,  "1  would  avoid  re- 
proaches—Bijt  what  is  more  certain  than  that  I  owe 
my  death  to  thine  unbridled  passion  j" 

''You  err— you  err/'— aaid  the  Templar,  hastily, 
'  if  you  impute  whal  I  c«uld  neither  foresee  nor  pre- 
vent to  my  purpose  or  sgency.— Could  I  guess  ths 
uneipected  arrival  of  yon  doiard,  whom  some  flashes 
of  frantic  valour,  and  the  pnuaea  yielded  by  fools  to 
thealupid  self-tormenlsof  an  ascetic,  have  raised  for 
the  present  above  his  own  merits,  above  common 
inse,  above  me,  and  above  the  hundreds  of  ourOr- 


opinions  and  at 

"  Yet,"  said  Rebecca,  "  you  sate  a  judge  upon  me, 
innocent- most  innocent- as  you  knew  me  to  be— 
you  concurred  in  my  condemnation,  and,  if  1  aright 
understood,  are  yourself  to  appear  in  arms  to  assert 
my  guilt,  and  assure  my  punishment" 

Thy  pslience,  maiden,"  replied  the  Templar.— 


"ihattias 
advetsiiy 
sled,  and 

Ms-Gidl- 
»"butj 

idncahia 
"iHsbF 


of  the  tomb?" 
'  '\,  ...jiden,"  said  Bois-Ouilbert,    this  was  not 

all  that  I  purposed.  Had  ii  not  been  lor  the  accursed 
lerference  of  yon  fanatical  dotard,  and  ine  fool  of 
oodetricke,  who,  being  a  Templar,  afiects  10  think 
id  Judge  according  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  hum  an  ilv, 
uollice  of  the  Champicn  Defender  bad  devolved, 

_j|  ooa  Preeept  "         ..7--..t-".i 

Tien  I  myself— 


Defender  bad  devolve., 
Companion  of  the  Onler. 

., _.  my  puiposo— bad,  on  Ihe 

g  of  the  trumpet,  atipearea]  in  the  lists  as  thy 

chainpion,  diwuised  indeed  in  the  liujuon  of  a  roving 


jf  the  bnihren  here  UBemble^ 

hid  ^1  doubled  10  cut  them  mil  oT  ihe  nddle  with 
nr  angle  lince.  ThuBi  Rebecca,  thould  thine  iano* 
cenco  have  been  avoueKatL  ind  to  thins  Dva  gradtude 
would  1  hBTO  iroeled  for  the  tBW«ni  of  mv  viclory." 

"This,  Sir  Knizhl,"  said  Robecci,     is  bul  idle 
bomiiiB— s  bra(  of  whst  yon  wmM  hire  done  had 

—  — .  c 1  .. ;— .  .(,  Jq  otherwise.    You 

ed  my  glove,  and  ">" 'h* 

deeokte  can  God  one, .... 
the  liflte-^el  you  would 

"Tby  friend  and  prolector,"   said  the  Templar, 


arm*  agaiast  Ihr 

ricke,  who  bailed  l , , 

Albert  de  Malvoisin,  who  withheld  me  from  the  re- 
aolulion  1  had  formed,  of  hurling  badllhe  glove  allhe 

hce  oflhe  euperBiitious  and  nipeninnuated  fool,  who 
lialened  to  a  charge  m>  absurd,  and  against 
so  high  in  mind,  and  so  lovely  in  form  aa  tl 

Rebecca,  "liiiiu  baat  made  ihy  choice  bclv 
ing  to  be  ehed  the  blood  of  an  innocent  woman,  or  of 
endangGTing  thine  own  earlhly  siele  and  earlbly 
hopes— What  avails  il  lo  reckon  together  7— diy  ehi ' 


No,  Rebecca,"  said  the  knighL  in  a  aoller  lone, 
I  dfawinz  nearer  IQwards  her ;     my  choice  is  mot 
make, the  election.  If 


ay.  mark,  il  is  thine 

uinsj  and  if  I  do  ao,  championed 
thou  dieet  by  Ihe  sLske  and  fagot,  j 

the  knight  who  hath  coped  with  m^ .,_-. 

iwue,  or  on  lerma  of  vantage,  save  Richard  Craur-de- 
Lion,  and  hia  minion  of  Ivanhoe.  Ivanhoc,  la  thou 
well  knoKeal.  ia  unable  lo  bear  hia  cnrslet,  end  Richard 
lain  a  foreign  pnaoa.  If  I  appear,  then  thou  die«, 
oTen  although  thy  charma  ahould ■— '— 


"Much,"  replied  the  Templar  I  "for  thou  must  learn 
>  look  al  thy  fsie  oti  every  side." 

1  .!.,_  ...^  ,)|g  lapesiry,"  said  (be  Jewess, 


knjgh 


fidels-the  iUiD'tH. 


and  cruel  death,  in  pain  such  as 

-  ■■■ ■'■    '-Ereafler.    Bul  if  I 

and  diahonourod 


aa  grown  yet 

^  „ _-  _  hissing  and  s 

I  lose  lame,  I  Iok  honour,  1  lose  the  pros- 

pect  of  such  grealnees  as  scarce  empcmra  aitiin  to— 
I  sacnBce  mighty  ambition,  I  destroy  achemee  built 
aa  high  as  the  mountains  with  which  heathens  eay 
their  neaven  was  once  nearly  scaled— and  yet  Re- 
becca," be  added,  throwing  himseir  ai  her  feet,  "  this 
cnslness  will  I  saeiiHce,  tbia  tkme  will  I  renounce, 
this  power  will  I  for^fo,  even  now  when  il  is  half 
within  my  etasp,  if  ihou  will  say,  Boia-Guilbeit,  I  n- 
cave  ihee  (or  my  lover." 

Think  noi  of  such  foolish ne*s,_8 if  Knight^'  an- 
swered RAecca,  "bul  batten  to  theRtitenl,  iheQoeen 
Mother,  and  lo  Prince  John— they  cannot,  in  honour 
to  lbs  Bigliah  crown,  aUow  of  the  proewdings  of 


BOB.  tOsAi. 

ynor  Etrand  MaMET.    Soahaltyougiveme 

without  SBcafice  on  your  part,  or  the  preleil  of  requir- 
ing any  inulal  bom  me. 

^'With  these  Ideal  not,"  he  continuefl,  hohjinB  iba 
traiaoffaerrobe— "it  ia  ibee only  1  address ;  and  wba~ 

can  counierbalanco  thy  choice  *  "-•-■-•-■<--- 

a  fiend,  yet  death  a  a  worae, : 

1  weigh  not  iheM  evils,"  said  Rebecca,  afraid  to 
ptoviriieihe  wild  knight,  yet  Siuallf  determined  neither 
lo  eridure  hia  passion,  nor  even  feion  to  endure  it. 
"Be a  niaii,beaChriMiBo!IfindeedihybithTec)iin- 
nienda  that  mercy  which  ralher  yoor  ioaniKm  than 
your  aetiona  pretend,  tare  me  nom  this  drritfiil 
death,  wilhoat  seeking  a  requitil  wbich  would  change 
thy  magnanimity  intobass baner," 

''No,  damsel  r  said  the  proud  Tenqilar,  springing 
up,  "thou  shall  not  ihua  impose  on  mc— if  I  reiiounoe 
preaeni  bme  and  future  ambirion,  I  rcnoonce  it  far 
thy  sake,  and  we  will  escape  in  company.  L.i*iea  to 
m&  Rebecca."  he  said,  again  mfiening  hia  tone; 
"England,— Europe.— is  not  the  world.  Tliere  are 
spherm  in  which  we  rnsy  act,  ample  emn^  even  for 
my  ambition.  We  will  go  lo  Palesline,  wbere  Con- 
rade,  MaRjuit  of  Hontacrrat,  is  my  friend — a  (hend 
freeasmvself  ^m  the  doting  Ktuplaa /which  feiMr 
our  frce-boni  reason — rather  with  Saladin  will  we 
league  ourselvea,  than  endure  the  scorn  of  the  bigol* 
whom  we  contemn.- 1  will  form  new  paths  to  great- 
nesB,"  he  continued,  again  Iravening  the  tooin  with 
*-     -   stridea-"  Europe  shall  hsar  Ihe  logdai^i  of  bim 


brethren,  who,  in  deapile  of  )'ondPr  M  bigot,  will 
adhere  to  me  In  good  and  evil.  Thou  shall  be  aqueen, 
Rebecca— on  Mount  Carmel  shall  we  pitdi  the  ihrone 
whicb  my  vnlour  will  gain  for  yon,  and  I  will  ex- 
change my  long-desLied  hatoon  for  a  scertrel" 

"  '  dream,"  said  Rebecca  j  "i ' ''""" 

...o-.,  which,  werr  ■ ' 

Enough,  Ihst  lhe[. 
I  will  never  aharei  i 
religioiFB  faiih,  a 

Order  _ 

gratify  an  unruly  passion  fo 

C&hi^ll  n.- „ 

oppressed  for  ihe  sake  of  chanty,  and  noifora  selfish 
advanlage— Oo  to  the  throne  of  England;  Richaid 
~rill  listen  to  my  appeal  from  ihe«  cruet  men." 
"Never,  Rebecca!"  said  (be  Templar,  fiercely. 
If  1  renounce  my  Order,  for  ihf*  alone  will  1  re- 
cuse my  love ;  I  n^l  not  be  SooM  on  all  hands.— 
Jtoop  my  cron  to  Richaid  1— ask  a  boon  of  that 
heart  of  nrkie  ?— Never,  Rebecca,  will  1  plan  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  at  his  feet  in  my  person.  1  mav 
forsake  the  Order,  I  never  will  degrade  or  beuay  it." 
ie_"Baid  RfibBDca.  " ior 


■r  hold  I  so  li^t  of  couriny  or 

I  member,  in  order  lo 
laugh  let  of  SDoIher 

y  daliveimnce,   Sir 

r  gsnerosily— pinlect  the 


Now  Qod  be  gracious 

the  succonrofmanis  wed  riigl 

"" theToi 


"It  is  indeed,"  aud  the  TomDlarj  "far,  pniud  is 
thou  art,  then  hasi  in  me  found  thy  match.  If  I  enter 
the  lists  with  rnr  spear  in  reel,  think  not  aiiy  human 
consideration  shall  prevent  my  putting  forth  mjr 
strength  I  and  think  then  upon  thine  own  hte — to  dvi 
the  dreadful  deaih  of  the  worst  of  ct     '     ' 


which  we  could  say  th —  

it  is  not  in  womsn  to  sustain  this  pra>|>ect— thou  will 

"Boia-Ouilbert,"  answered  the  Jeweea,"  thou  know- 

esi  not  the  heart  of  woman,  or  haat  only  convened 

with  those  who  are  lost  to  her  heal  fMlmgs.    I  tell 

,  prood  Templar,  that  not  in  ihy  ffcroeai  battles 

Ihou  displayed  more  of  th(  vaunted  ceunge^  than 

been  shown  by  womsn  when  cslled  spon  lo  sof- 

ftrby  aflecDon  or  duly.    I  am  myaelf  a  woman,  ten- 


Chap.  XXXIX.] 
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lit 


deriy  nurtured,  natanllf  tewrfd  of  danf(er«  and  impa- 
tient of  pain— yet,  wiien  we  enter  tnoee?&tal  lists, 
thou  to  Dgfat  axid  I  to  aufier,  I  feel  the  strong  assur- 
ance withm  me,  that  my  courage  shall  mount  higher 
than  thine.  Farewell— I  waste  no  more  words  on 
thee ;  tbe  time  that  remains  on  earth  to  the  daughter 
of  Jacob  must  be  otherwise  spent— s&e  must  seek  the 
Comforter,  who  may  hide  his  face  from  his  people,  but 
who  ever  opens  his  ear  to  the  cry  of  those  who  seek 
him  in  sincerity  and  in  truth." 

"  We  part  then  thusi"  said  the  Templar,  after  a 
short  pause ;  '*  would  to  Heaven  that  we  had  never 
met,  or  that  thou  hadst  been  noble  in  birth  and  Chris- 
tian in  foith !— Nay.  by  Heaven !  when  I  gaze  on  the& 
and  think  when  ana  how  we  are  next  to  meet,  I  could 
even  wish  myself  one  of  thine  own  degraded  nation  t 
my  hand  conversant  with  ina>ts  and  snokeU,  instead 
01  spsar  and  sl^d ;  my  head  bent  down  before  each 
petty  noble,  ana  ray  look  only  terrible  to  the  shivering 
and  bonkiupt  debtor— this  could  I  wish,  Rebecca,  to 
be  near  to  tnee  in  life,  and  to  escape  the  fearful  share 
I  most  have  in  thy  de&th." 

**  Thou  hast  spoken  the  Jew,"  said  Rebecca,  "  as 
the  persecution  o(  such  as  thou  art  has  made  him. 
HeaTOD  in  ire  has  driven  him  from  his  country,  but 
tadostry  has  opened  to  him  the  only  road  to  power 
and  to  mfluence,  which  oppression  has  left  unbarred. 
Read  the  ancient  history  of  the  people  of  God,  and  tell 
me  if  those,  by  whom  Jehovan  wrought  such  mar- 
vels among  the  nations,  were  then  a  people  of  misers 
and  of  usarers!— And  know,  oroud  knight,  we  num- 
ber names  amongst  us  to  which  your  boasted  northern 
nobility  is  as  the  gourd  compared  with  the  cedar- 
names  that  asoendtar  back  to  those  high  times  when 
the  Dnine  Presence  shook  the  mercy-seat  between 
tbe  cherubim,  and  which  derive  their  splendour  from 
no  earthly  prince,  b^t  from  the  awful  Voices  which 
bade  their  uihers  be  nearest  of  the  congrention  to 
the  VisioB— Such  were  the  princes  of  the  House  of 
Jacob." 

Rebecca's  colour  rose  as  she  boasted  the  ancient 
^oiies  of  her  rac&  but  faded  as  she  added,  with  a 
■gh,  **  Such  were  the  princes  of  Judah,  now  such  no 
more  I— Tliey  are  trampled  down  like  the  shorn  grass, 
and  mixed  with  the  mire  of  the  ways.  Yet  are  there 
thoae  amoag  them  who  shame  not  such  high  deaoent, 
and  of  such  sh^  be  the  daughter  of  Isaac  the  son  of 
Adonikam  i  Farewell !— I  envv  not  thv  blood-won 
honom— 1  envy  not  thy  baroarous  aeseent  from 
northern  heathena— I  envy  thee  not  thy  fruth,  which  is 
ever  in  thy  mouth,  but  never  in  thy  heart  nor  in  thy 
pracdce." 

*'There  is  a  spell  on  me,  by  Heaven !"  said  Bois- 
QaiB)erL  "I  aunoat  think  yon  besotted  skeleton 
make  troth,  and  that  the  reluctance  with  which  I  part 
Dm  thee  hath  something  in  it  more  than  is  natural. 
— FW  creature  f  he  said,  approaching  near  her,  but 
with  great  respect,—"  so  young,  so  beautiful,  so  fear- 
less of  death !  and  yet  doomed  to  die,  and  with  infamy 
and  agony.  Who  would  not  weep  for  thee?— The 
tear,  that  has  been  a  stranger  to  these  eveUds  for 
twenty  yean,  moistens  them  as  I  gaze  on  tnee.  But 
it  mna  be — nothing  may  now  save  thy  life.  Thou 
aad  I  are  bat  the  blind  instruments  of  some  irresisti- 
ble fetality:  that  hurries  us  along,  like  goodly  vessels 
dririttg  bdore  the  storm,  which  are  dashed  against 
each  other,  and  so  perish.  Forgive  me,  then,  and  let 
aspart  at  least  as  friends  part.  I  have  assailed  thy 
reflrhition  in  vain,  and  mine  own  is  fixed  as  the  ada- 
aantine  decrees  of  fete." 

'^Thua"  said  Rebecca,  "do  men  throw  on  fate  the 
iaaoe  of  tneir  own  wild  passions.  But  I  do  fofgive  thee, 
Boia-Oailbert,  though  the  author  of  my  eany  death. 
There  are  noble  things  which  crossover  thy  powerful 
nind ;  bnt  it  is  the  garden  of  the  sluggard,  and  the 
wteds  have  mahed  up^  and  conspiied  to  choke  the  fair 
and  wholesome  blossom." 

"Yes,"  said  theTemolar,  "I  ani,  Rebecca,  as  thou 
hast  spoken  m&  untaught,  untamed— and  proud,  that, 
amidat  a  shoal  of  empty  fools  and  crafty  bigots,  I 
have  retained  the  pre-enunent  fortitude  that  plao»  me 
above  them.  I  have  been  a  child  of  battle  from  my 
yooth  upward  high  in  mv  views,  steady  and  inflexible 
a  ponoing  tnem.    Soch  must  I  remain— proud,  in- 


flexible, and  unchanging ;  and  of  this  the  wodd  shall 
have  proof- But  thou  forgiveat  me,  Rebecca  T' 
As  freelv  as  ever  victim  formve  her  executioner." 
Farewell,  then,"  said  the  Templar,  and  left  the 
apartment. 

The  Preceptor  Albert  waited  impatiently  in  an  ad- 
jacent chamber  the  return  of  Bois-Guilbert 

*;Thou  hast  tarried  lons^"  he  said :  *'I  have  been 
asif  stretched  on  red-hot  iron  with  very  impatience. 
What  if  the  Qrand  Master,  or  his  spy  Comrade,  had 
come  hither?  I  had  paid  dear  for  my  complaisance. 
—But  what  ails  thee,  brother  7— Thy  step  totters, 
thy  brow  is  as  black  as  night.  Art  thou  well  Bois- 
GuilbertT* 

"  Av,"  answered  the  Templar,  "  as  well  as  the 
wretch  who  is  doomed  to  die  within  an  hour.— Nay, 
by  the  rood,  not  half  so  well— for  there  be  those  m 
such  state,  who  ean  lay  down  life  like  a  cast-off  gar- 
inent.  By  Heaven,  Malvoisin.  yonder  girl  hath  well- 
nigh  unmanned  roe.  I  am  hall  resolved  to  go  to  the 
Grand  Master,  abjuro  the  Order  to  his  very  teeth,  and 
refuse  to  act  the  bnitaUty  which  his  tyranny  has  im- 
posed on  me." 

"Thou  art  mad,"  answered  Malvoisin;  ""  thou 
mayst  thus  indeed  t^terly  ruin  thyself,  but  canst  not 
even  find  a  chance  thereby  to  save  the  life  of  this 
Jewess,  which  seems  so  precious  ni  thine  eyes.  Beau- 
manoir  will  name  another  of  the  Order  to  dc^Snid  his 
judgment  in  thy  place,  and  the  accused  virill  as  assu- 
redlv  perish  as  if  thou  hadst  taken  the  duty  impoaed 
on  thee." 

"  'Tis  false— I  will  myself  take  arms  in  her  behalf" 
answered  the  Templar,  haughtily:  **  and,  should  I  do 
so,  I  think,  Malvoisin,  that  thou  knowest  not  one  of 
the  Order,  who  will  keep  his  saddle  before  the  point  of 
mv  lance." 

Ay,  but  thou  forgettest,"  said  the  wEy  adviser, 
"  thou  wilt  have  neither  leisura  nor  opportunity  to  ex- 
ecute this  mad  project  Go  to  Lucas  Beaumanoir, 
and  say  thou  hast  renounced  thy  vow  of  obedience, 
and  see  how  Ions  the  despotic  old  man  will  leave  thee 
in  personal  freedom.  Tne  words  shall  scarce  have 
lefr  thy  lips,  ere  thou  wilt  either  be  a  hundred  feet 
under  ground,  in  the  dungeon  of  the  Preceptory^  to 
abide  trial  as  a  recreant  knight ;  or,  if  his  opinion 
holds  concerning  thy  possession,  thou  wilt  be  enjoying 
straw,  darkness,  and  chains,  in  some  distant  convent 
cell,  stunned  with  exorciams,  and  drenched  with  holy 
water,  to  expel  the  foul  fiend  which  hath  obtained  do- 
minion over  thee.  Thou  must  to  the  lists,  Brian,  or 
thou  art  a  lost  and  dishonoured  man." 

"I  will  break  forth  and  fly,"  said  Bois-Guilbert— 
"  fly  to  some  distant  land,  to  which  folly  and  fimati- 
cism  have  not  yet  found  their  way.  No  drop  of  the 
blood  of  this  most  excellent  creature  shall  be  spilled 
by  inv  sanction." 

"Thou  canst  not  fly,"  said  the  Preceptor;  "  thy  ra- 
vings have  excited  suspicion,  and  thou  wilt  not  be 
permitted  to  leave  the  Preceptory.  Go  and  make  the 
essay-7i>resent  thyself  before  the  gate,  and  command 
the  oridge  to  be  lowered,  and  mark  what  answer  thou 
shall  receive.- Thou  art  surprised  and  ofiended :  but  is 
it  not  the  better  for  thee  1  Wert  thou  to  fly,  what  Mrould 
ensue  but  tbe  reversal  of  thy  arms,  the  dishonour  of 
thine  ancestry,  the  degradation  of  thy  rank  1— Think 
on  it.  Where  shall  thme  old  companions  in  arms  hide 
their  heads  when  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert,  the  best 
lance  of  the  Templars,  is  proclaimed  recreant,  amid 
the  hisses  of  the  assemoled  people  1  What  grief  will 
be  at  the  Court  of  France !  With  what  joy  will  the 
haughty  Richard  hear  the  news,  that  the  knight  that 
set  mm  hard  in  Palestine,  and  well  nigh  darkened  his 
renown,  has  lost  feme  and  honour  for  a  Jewish  girl, 
whom  be  could  not  even  save  by  so  costly  a  sacrifice  ? 

"Malvoisin,"  said  the  Knight.  "1  thank  thee— 
thou  hast  touched  the  string  at  which  my  heart  most 
readily  thrills !— Come  of  it  what  may,  recreant  shall 
never  be  added  to  the  name  of  Bois-Guilbert.  Would 
to  God,  Rbhaid,  or  any  of  his  vaunting  minions  of 
Bnglaiid,  would  appear  in  these  lists !  But  they  will 
be  empty— no  one  will  risk  to  break  a  lance  for  the 
innocent  the  forlorn." 

"  The  better  for  thee^  if  it  prove  so/'  said  the  Pre- 
ceptor;  "if  no  champion  appears,  it  is  not  by  thy 


I  (he  iiBU,  IniI  htvug  no  put  m  whil 

"  None  wfaiieTH' "  miid  HilTOiBin  t  "  no  more  than 
the  armsd  linage  of  Saint  Qeoi^  when  it  makea  put 

"ifelL  I  wiii  resume  my  remiulion,"  repUed  the 
hiughly  Templar.  "  She  liu  despised  mB—repulsed 
ne— reviled  me— AndwhereTore  iihould  I  oSa  up  for 
her  whatever  of  eslimatioa  1  have  in  the  opinioD  of 
olfaeral    HilToiain,  I  vill  appear  in  the  lisla." 

He  led  the  ipartmeDl  hBaltlyaa  ha  atieied  iheae 
words,  and  the  Preceptor  followed,  to  watch  and  ood- 
fina  hiin  in  hii  renlulkni  for  in  Bois-Quitbert'a 
Tame  hs  had  himsslf  a  soong  interest,  eipectinB  much 
■drantage  fiom  his  being  one  day  at  the  headof  the 
Order,  noitoinsntiontheprelernienlaf  vrhicb  Hont- 
Filehel  btd  gimi  him  hopes,  on  condition  be  would 
loTwanttbsaandsmnalion  of  theunfonunste  Rebecca. 
TsE  sllhoDfih,  in  combaUDg  his  ftiend's  belter  feelings, 
he  possessed  all  the  advantage  wfaich  a  wily,  com- 
posed. aelGah  diapoaition  has  over  a  man  BKitated  by 
strong  and  conteodmg  pandons.  it  required  all  Mai' 
voisin'a  art  to  keep  Bois-Guilbert  steady  to  ibe  pur- 
Inae  he  had  prevaded  on  him  to  adopt.  He  wan 
obliged  to  waich  him  closely  to  prevent  hia  reBuming 
bispuipoaeof  fiiEhl,  to  intercept  hi«  comTiHmMtinn 
with  the  Grand  Blasier,  lest  he  should 
open  rupture  vnlh  his  aumtnor  and  to 
Urns  to  nmc^  the  vai 

endeavoured  to  show,  , „  __  ..  _... 

pion  on  this  oecaaioa,  Bois-Guilbert,  witboul  either 
accelerating  or  enaurina  [he  fate  of  Rebecca,  would 


ITANBOE.  ICHav.  XI>. 

"  And  hojf  AaM  my  poor  valour  tiKCeei.  Sir  Jb»- 
I  halts!— resolve  me  tbaL" 

'iM 

...  .  — ,„, „, —  , —  ._  bestir  your- 

nunn  it  mws  roiiriL" 

Sir  Knight  of  the  Fetlerioek,  amee  it  is  your  p)e«- 
I  so  to  be  distinguished,"  said  Ivanhoe,  "  I  fear 
you  have  chosen  a  islkativg  and  a  troublesome 
"  '' '     '   '  guide.    But  he  knows  every  path  and 


CHAPTER   XL. 

"™"""*°°   ~  '  "Skuri/Il 

Wkiv  the  Black  Knight— for  it  becomes  necesaary 

to  reaame  the  train  of  hia  adren lures— left  the  Tryst- 

ing-treo  of  (he  generous  Oulla>v,  he  held  hia  way 

straight  to  a  neighbouring  religious  bouse,  of  smsJl 


lolpb.  to  which  the  wounded  Ivanhoe  1 
moved  when  ihecaetle  was  taken,  under 
of  the  Isithful  Qunh,  and  the  mognanim 


i  been  re- 
ts Wamba. 


nd  how  ECU , 

III,  «ben  fty  light  wit  halts  1— resolve  m 

''Wit,  Sir  Knight,"  replied  ibe  Jes 
much.  He  is  a  nuick,  appreheneiie  kn 
his  neighbour's  blind  side,  and  knont 
the  lee-gage  when  his  passions  are  1 

But  valour  is  «  stunly  fellow,  that  m  

He  rows  igainat  both  wind  and  tide,  and  makes  way 
notwitbatandmg ;  and,  therefore,  g— '  "■-  "-:->-- 
while  I  take  advantage  of  the  fair  -n 
bte  master'a  temper,  I  will  expect  yi 


faithful  ai 
.    .,    said  the  1 
showing  my  road,  I 


e  the  gift  at 


So  saying,  he  eitnided  hia  hand  to  Ivanhoe,  who 
PT«saediI  to  his  Upe,  took  leave  of  the  Prior.,  moonted 
his  horse,  end  dgiarted,  with  Wamba  for  his  compa- 
nion, Ivanhoe  fallowed  them  with  hia  eyes,  unliT 
they  wR-e  lost  in  the  shades  of  the  surrounding  forest- 
But  shortly  after  maiin-sonR  be  requested  lo  see 
the  Piior.  Tbe  oU  man  came  m  haste,  sad  innuued 
aniionaly  alter  ifae  stale  of  hia  health. 

"  It  i*  belter,"  be  said,  "  than  my  fbadest  hope  eonU 
have  anticipated ;  cilher  my  wotind  has  been  idig^ur 
than  the  rfiisian  irf  blood  led  maiosvppoe^  or  this 
balsam  hath  wrought  a  wooderfiil  cure  upon  it  I  fed 
already  aa  if  I  coiild  bear  my  eo  * 
the  better,  fo-  ■'■ — '- 


ir  thougfais  pass  m  my  mmd  which 


"Nor  would  I  desire  to  leave  your  hospilsble  rooT, 
venerable  father,"  said  Ivanhoe,  "did  I  not  fM  my- 
aelf  able  to  endure  the  journey,  and  compelled  to 

undertake  it." 

".And  what  can  have  urged  you  to  so  smlden  m 
departure  T'  said  the  PnoT. 

Have  you  nevo',  holy  father,"  answered  the 
Knight,  "felt  an  sppieheusion  of  approaching  evil, 
for  which  you  in  vain  attempted  to  assign  s  cause  7 
—Have  you  never  found  your  mind  dariiened,  like 
tba  sonny  landscape,  by  the  sudden  cloud,  which 
augura  a  coming  lempeetl— And  thinkest  thou  not 
that  such  impulses  are  deserving  of  a  i  ten  lion,  as  bang 
the  hints  of  our  guanlian  spinta,  that  danger  ia  ioi- 

"1  may  not  deny,"  said  (he  Prior,  crossing  himself, 
"  thai  such  things  nave  been,  and  have  been  of  Hea- 
ven ;  but  then  such  commumcations  have  had  a  visi- 
bly useful  scope  and  tendency.  Bui  thou,  wounded 
aa  thou  an,  what  avails  it  thou  shouldst  follow  the 
steps  of  him  whom  thou  couldsi  not  aid,  were  he  to 
beaasaultedr 

"Prior,"  aaid  Ivanhoe,  "  thou  dosl  mistake-.-I  am 
stout  enou^  lo  exchange  bufTels  with  any  who  will 
cballengs  me  lo  such  a  traffic— But  were  it  otherwise, 
mayl  not  aid  him  were  he  in  danger,  by  other  meane 
than  by  force  of  aims?  It  is  but  too  vrell  known 
thai  ths  Saxons  iovo  imk  ths  Nurmen  race,  and  who 
ktiowa  what  may  be  Ihe  issue,  if  he  break  in  upon 
them  when  their  hearts  sre  irritated  by  the  desih  of 
Athdslane,  and  their  heads  healed  by  the  csrousal  in 
which  tbsy  will  indulge  themselves  1  I  hold  hia 
entrsnw  among  them  at  such  a  moment  moet  peril- 
ous and  I  am  resolved  to  shan  or  avert  the  danger; 
which,  thai  I  may  the  better  do.  I  would  crave  of 
thee  the  uae  of  some  palfray  whose  pace  may  be  softer 
than  that  of  my  dafrMr."' 

"Surely,"  said  the  worthy  ehurchm in  ;  "you  shall 
have  mine  aim  ambling  jennet,  and  I  would  it  am- 


1  call  ha-,  thai  uolass  you  were 

ibe  juodo'iiuad  that  pacta  a  hoinpipe  uoddk*!  the 
ea^  yoa  Goold  not  go  a  jouiDer  OD  a  onanire  so  geu- 
tlTaod  smoth-Meiid.  1  have  ciini(>oaeil  nisnr  « 
homQi'  oa  Ikt  hau,  to  the  nuficadoD  of  my  bnthxen 
of  Um  couTenl,  and  many  poor  Chrialian  aoula." 

"  I  smj  yoa,  teTereod  father,"  eau  Iranboe,  "  let 
HiIkiD  M  got  nadir  inatantly,  aod  bid  Qunh  altend 


X  that  Halluo  hath  u  liltla  akill  in  arms  u 
her  maaut,  and  that  1  wairaut  not  hn  enduring  the 
9^1  or  weighl  of  jqox  taii  panoply,  Q,  Ualun,  1 
promiae  you,  ii  a  hdn  of  hidgmenl,  and  will  contend 
ooiiiai  aay  undue  woght— 1  did  but  borrow  the 
Aiufui  (eiHiwyiTB  from  the  prieM  of  Saint  Beea,  and 
1  ptoiain  you  sGe  would  not  atir  from  the  gala  until  1 
hid  exchanged  the  huge  velnme  for  my  little  bie- 

"I^nR  me,  boly  faibar,"  eaidlTanboe,  "I  will  not 
dknas  her  with  bM  much  weight ;  and  if  ahe  calla  a 
omkbal  with  me,  it  la  odd*  bul  iifae  baa  the  wonL" 

TliiB  nvfy  "f  made  while  Guith  waa  buckling  on 
ik  Cni^t^  heela  apair  of  laigB  Rilded  9un,  capable 
of  cmiTmciDg  any  reativs  horse  ttial  hu  beat  aa&ty 
liTin  being  ronfijroiBble  to  the  will  of  hia  rider. 
ne  deep  and  ahaip  rowels  with  which  iTBohoe^ 
--■■--  nake  the  wordiy 
jaculalBi— "Nay, 
f  Ualkm  atndelh 


Pnor  [E|mt  of  his  counew,  and  i 

Iku  lair  sir,  now  I  bethini  m^  m 

ml  lbs  apoi — Better  it  were  that  you  loiry  lor  lue 

laare  of  oor  manciple  dowa  at  the  Orangk  which 

Bay  be  had  in  little  mors  than  an  hour,  ana  cannat 

tni  be  tractable,  in  respect  ihat  abe  drawelh  much  of 

oor  winttt  fire- wood,  and  cateih  no  com." 

"  I  tbank  you,  rereread  fathn,  bul  will  abide  by 
TOBi  first  oBer,  aa  I  see  Halkin  is  slready  led  forth  to 
the  gats.  Gurth  shall  carry  miae  amtoiu  i  and  for 
iit  nat,  rely  on  it,  ihat  aa  I  will  not  overload  Mal- 

Ln's  bac^  she  ahall  not  

And  now,  nreweD  1" 

iTaohoe  mw  deacended  the  stairs  more  haaiily 

kU  Dpaa  iha  jennet,  eager  to  eacape  the  imponunity 
d£  the  Prini,  who  stuck  as  doasly  to  his  aide  aa  hia 
•ge  aod  bUMM  would  permit,  now  ainging  ifaa 
pniaes  of  Malkin,  now  reconnlsBding  cautton  *~ 

"  She  la  at  the  mogiBangeroiu  period  for  msidi 
•J  wall  as  mares,"  laid  die  old  man,  laughing  at 
own  jest,  "bemg  barely  in  her  fiflerailh  year. 

Iranhae  who  bad  other  web  to  weave  than  to  ati 


mu,  aod  luvuig  lemt  on  £ia  mare,  aqd  eommwdsd 
wa  aqnire  (for  oicb  Qurth  now  called  hunaelf)  to  keep 
chne^  hu  side,  he  Mowed  the  tmcfc  of  the  Stack 
Cmgfat  into  the  forest,  while  the  Prior  stood  at  Ibe 
gam  of  ihu  con  vent  looking  after  him,  and  ejaculating, 

—"Saint  Haryl  bow  prompt  and  fien  be  iheae 

of  war  I  I  would  I  bed  not  irueted  H alktn  Ic  — 
ksiving,  for,  cnpided  aa  I  am  with  the  cold  rheum,  I 
Ui  imdMip  if  aught  but  good  befalls  her.  And  yet," 
wid  be,  iBCollecluig  hiiDaelf,  "  as  I  would  not  q»re 

a  mm  M  and  diMbledlinbaioihagood  canaeof 
Engl*M,  aa  Halkk  must  s'sn  run  tier  huald  on 
Ike  aama  veoisie ;  and  it  may  ba  [hey  will  think  t 
{nor  house  worthy  of  aome  mnmficenl  gueidoo— < 


Dtwih 


eofthK  as  great  tneow^SN 

je,  truly  I  ahall  hold  me  well, 

in  himng  dose  that  which  ia  right.  And  i.  _ 
weO  nigti  the  fluing  <in«  ">  atmnion  the  bnth- 
a  btMBast  in  the  refectory  I— Ah  1 1  doubt  diey 


icalln 


re  eheecily  than  the  belli  br  primee 


SothaP'ioraf  SamtBololph's  hobbled  back  again 
lato  the  nS^tory,  id  preeide  over  iha  atockfial'  — ' 
^  which  was  niat  aerviiig  oul  Cir>lhe  friars'  b 
bri.  Puny  and  important,  he  sal  him  down  l.  _ 
taUe,  and  many  a  darii  w<wd  be  ibnw  out  of  beoe- 
hlitetsexpected  to  tbeOMiveQl,  and  ki^  dsi  ' 


ibe  alo^- 

,^, , the  ale  reaaonably  power- 
ful, the  jawa  of  the  bnthren  were  too  aniiiw^  em- 
ployed to  admit  Dl  their  mafciiw  much  use  of  their 
—    -—  * read  of  any  of  the  fralamity,  wlw 


Aani-Marig,1g;i 

t£*  tdio  riop  ■■fiT'fkiiat  nek  ud  fraai  uh, 

?  Walt,  to«,lJbalt,«™k«»Bjt  ret  ,., 
Pb>  what  an  thfJwa  HihIb  wakliw  w*  pion, 

Ut  Oh  taalw  Uow  oat  hi>  lo«a  a<im  <u  U>e  m 
BnflHr  leuKk.  lefiar  pleannt,  le  «1iibdw  t  pnnSr- 


finiaiied  their  cand,  "and  I  awear  bymv  I 
prelty  moral  I— I  naed  to  sing  il  with  Ghutl 
[dayMow,  and  now,  by  the  grace  of  God  ai 
leri  DO  leaa  than  a  ftveoian  i  and  we  once  cusb  ur 
the  cudgel  (or  being  ao  entranced  by  tha  ntelody,  that 


L,  wnen  nu 
ir  bvDiy  ba 
th  Onrth,  OD 
f  God  and  hi 
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we  lay  in  bed  two  hours  after  aanriae,  siiigiiig  the  ditty 
betwixt  sleeping  and  waking— mjr  bones  ache  at 
thinking  of  the  tune  ever  since.  Nevertheless,  I  have 
plaved  the  part  of  Anna-Marie,  to  please  you,  fair  sir." 
The  Jester  next  struck  into  another  carol,  a  sort  of 
comic  ditty,  to  which  the  Knight,  catching  up  the 
tune,  replied  in  the  like  manner. 


KmoBT  and  Waxba. 


There  came  three  roenr  men  fh>m  souUi,  wett,  and  north, 

Ever  more  ting  the  roandder ; 
To  win  the  Widow  of  Wycombe  forth. 

And  where  was  the  widow  mif  bt  saj  then  nay  I 

The  flnt  wai  a  knight,  and  fltMn  Tynedale  he  came, 

Ever  more  dng  the  roaodelny ; 
And  hi*  fatlier*.  God  rave  im,  were  men  of  freat  flune. 

And  Mrhero  wui  Uio  widow  might  ay  them  him  nay  7 

Of  his  Alher  the  laird,  of  hiR  uncle  the  eqaire, 

He  boaited  in  rtiyme  and  in  roundelay ; 
She  bade  hira  fo  bask  by  Iris  sea-coal  ftre, 

For  she  was  the  widow  would  say  him  nay. 

Wamba. 

The  next  Uiat  came  forth,  swore  by  blood  and  by  nails, 

Merrily  sing  the  roundelay ; 
Hut's  a  geoUeman,  God  wot,  and  bur's  lineage  was  of  Wales, 

And  when  was  Uie  widow  might  say  him  nay  t 

Sir  David  ap  M ornn  ap  GriflUh  ap  Hugh 

Ap  IHidor  ap  Rhioe.  quoth  his  roundelay ; 
She  said  that  one  widow  for  so  manr  «vas  too  few, 

And  she  bade  the  Welshman  wend  his  way. 

But  then  next  came  a  yeomau,  a  yeoman  of  Kent. 

Jollilv  singing  his  roondelaf ; 
He  spoke  to  the  widow  of  living  and  rent. 

And  when  was  the  widow  ooold  say  tiim  nay? 

Both. 

So  the  knight  and  the  squire  were  both  left  In  the  mire. 

There  for  to  sing  their  roundelay ; 
For  a  yeoman  of  Kent,  with  his  yearly  rant, 

'There  never  was  a  widow  could  say  him  nay. 

"I  would,  Wamba,"  said  the  Kni«dit,  "that  our 
host  of  the  Trysting-tree,  or  the  jolly  Friar  his  chap- 
lain, heard  this  thy  ditty  in  praise  of  our  blnfT  yeo- 
man." 

"  So  would  not  I,"  said  Wamba—"  but  for  the  horn 
that  hangs  at  vour  baldric." 

"  Ay,"  said  the  Knight,—"  this  is  a  pledge  of  Locks- 
ley's  good-will,  though  I  am  not  like  to  need  it 
Three  mots  on  this  bugle  will,  1  am  assured,  bring 
roimd}  at  our  need,  a  jolly  band  of  yonder  honest  yeo- 
men." 

"  I  would  say,  Heaven  forefend,"  said  the  Jester. 
"  were  it  not  that  that  fair  gift  is  a  pledge  they  would 
let  us  pass  peaceably." 

"Why,  what  meanest  thouT'  said  the  Knight; 
"  thinkest  thou  that  but  for  this  pledge  of  fellowship 
they  would  assault  us  7" 

*^Nay,  for  me  I  say  nothing."  said  Wamba;  "for 
green  trees  have  ears  as  well  as  stone  walls.  But 
canst  thou  construe  me  this,  Sir  Knight— When  is  thy 
wine-pitcher  and  thy  purse  better  empty  than  full  7" 

"Why,  never,  I  think,"  repUed  the  Knight 

"  Thou  never  deservest  to  have  a  full  one  in  thy 
hand,  for  so  simple  an  answer!  Thou  hadst  best 
empty  thy  pitcher  ere  thou  pass  it  to  a  Saxon,  and 
leave  thy  money  at  home  ere  thou  walk  in  the  green- 
wood." 

"  You  hold  our  friends  for  robbers,  then  7"  said  the 
Kni^C  of  the  Fetterlock. 

"You  hear  me  not  say  so,  fair  sir,"  said  Wamba; 
"  it  may  relieve  a  man  s  steed  to  take  ofT  his  mail 
when  hie  hath  a  long  journey  to  make;  and,  certes,  it 
may  do  good  to  the  ndePs  soul  to  ease  him  of  that 
which  is  the  root  of  evil ;  therefore  will  I  give  no  hard 
names  to  Uiose  who  do  such  services.  Only  I  would 
wish  my  mail  at  home,  and  my  purse  in  my  chamber, 
when  I  meet  with  these  good  fellows,  because  it  might 
save  them  some  trouble.^' 

"  We  are  bound  to  pray  for  then^  my  friend,  not- 
withstanding the  hrr  daaracter  thou  dost  afibrd 
them." 

"Pray  for  them  with  all  my  heart,"  said  Wamba ; 
"  but  in  the  town,  not  in  the  greenwood,  hke  the  Ab- 
bot of  Sainfr  Bees,  whom  they  <^Qsed  to  say  mass 
with  an  old  hoUow  oak  tree  for  his  stall." 

"Say  as  thou  list,  Wamba,"  re|>lied  the. Knight, 
"  these  yeomen  did  thy  master  Cedric  yeomanly  ser- 
vice at  Toniailstone." 


"Ay,  truly,"  answered  Wamba;  "but  that  was  in 
the  fashiot  of  their  trade  with  Heaven." 

"Their  trade,  Wamba!  how  mean  you  by  thatT* 
replied  his  companion. 

^*  Marry,  thus,"  said  the  Jester.  "  They  make  tip  a 
balanced  account  with  Heaven^  as  oiu:  old  cellairer 
used  to  call  his  ciphering,  as  fair  as  Isaac  the  Jew 
keeps  with  his  debtors,  and,  like  him,  give  out  a  very 
little,  and  take  l^fge  credit  for  doing  so ;  reckoning, 
doubtless,  on  their  own  b^alf  the  seven-fold  usury 
which  the  blessed  text  hath  promised  to  charitable 
loans." 

"  Give  me  an  example  of  your  meaning,  Wamba, — 
I  know  nothing  of  dpbere  or  rates  of  usage,"  answer- 
ed the  Knij^t. 

"Whv,"  said  Wamba,  "an  your  valour  be  so  dull, 
you  will  please  to  learn  that  those  honest  fellows  ba- 
lance a  good  deed  with  one  not  quite  so  laudable:  as 
a  crown  given  to  a  begging  fnar  with  a  hunored 
byxants  taken  from  a  fat  abbot  or  a  wench  kissed  in 
the  sreenwood  with  the  relief  of  a  poor  widow." 

"  Which  of  these  was  the  good  deed,  which  was  the 
felony  7"  interrupted  the  Kmkht 

"Agpodgibe!  agood giber  said  Wamba:  "keep- 
ing witty  company  sharpeneth  the  arorehension. 
You  said  nothing  so  well.  Sir  Knight,  I  wiO  be  sworn, 
when  you  held  dnmken  vespers  with  the  bluff  Hermit. 
—But  to  ^  on.  The  meny-men  of  the  forest  set  olT 
the  building  of  a  cottage  with  the  burning  of  a  castle, 
—the  thatching  of  a  dioir  against  the  robbing  of  a 
church,— the  setting  free  a  poor  prisoner  against  the 
murder  of  a  proud  sheriff;  or,  to  come  nearer  to  cnr 
point,  the  deliverance  of  a  Saxon  franklin  against  the 
burning  alive  of  a  Norman  baron.  Gentle  thieves 
they  ar&  in  short,  and  courteous  robbers:  but  it  is 
ever  the  luckiest  to  meet  with  them  when  they  are  at 
the  worst" 

"  How  so,  Wamba  r*  said  the  Knight , 

"  Why,  then  they  have  some  compimction,  and  are 
for  maluiig  up  mattere  with  Hea,ven.  But  when  they 
have  struck  an  even  balance.  Heaven  help  them  yntn 
whom  they  next  open  the  account !  The  travellers 
who  firet  met  them  after  their  good  service  at  Tor- 
guilstone  would  have  a  wofiil  flaying.— And  vet."  said 
Wamba,  coming  close  up  to  the  Knight's  sia&  "there 
be  companions  who  are  far  more  dangerous  nr  trav- 
ellers to  meet  than  yonder  outlaws." 

**  And  who  may  they  be,  for  yon  have  neither  bears 
nor  wolves,  I  trow  7"  saki  the  Knight 

"Marry,  sir,  butwehaveMalvoism'smen-at-arma," 
said  Wamba:  and  let  me  tell  you,  that,  in  time  ol 
dvil  war,  a  nalfsoore  of  these  is  worth  a  band  of 
wolves  at  any  time.  They  are  now  expecting  their 
harvest  and  are  reinforced  with  the  soldiere  that  es- 
caped from  TbrquUstone.  So  that,  should  we  meet 
with  a  band  of  them,  we  are  like  to  pay  for  oar  featc 
of  arms.- Now,  I  pray  you.  Sir  Knight,  what  wouJd 
you  do  if  we  meet  two  of  them  7" 

"Pm  the  villains  to  earth  with  my  lance,  Wamba, 
if  they  offered  us  any  impediment" 

"  But  what  if  there  were  four  of  them  7" 

"  They  should  drink  of  the  same  cup,"  answered  the 
Knight 

"  What  if  six,"  continued  Wamba,  "  and  we  as  wc 
now  are,  barely  two— would  you  not  remember  Locks- 
ley's  horn  7" 

^*  What  I  sound  for  akl,"  exdahned  the  Knight, 
"  against  a  score  of  such  raaeaiUe  as  these,  whom  one 
good  knight  could  drive  before  him,  as  ^  wind  drives 
the  withered  leaves  7" 

"  Nay,  then,"  said  Wamba,  "  I  wiU  pray  you  for  a 
close  sumt  of  that  same  horn  that  hath  ao  powerful  a 
breath.^ 

The  Knight  undid  the  dasD  of  the  baldric,  and  in- 
duked  his  felk>w-traveller,  wno  immediately  hon^  the 
bume  round  his  own  neck. 

*'Tra-lira-la,"  said  he,  whistling  the  notes ;  "  nay, 
I  know  my  gamut  as  well  as  another." 

"How  mean  von,  knave 7*'  said  the  Knight;  "re- 
store me  the  bugle.'* 

"Content  you.  Sir  Knight,  it  ift  in  safe  keeping. 
When  Valour  and  Folly  travel,  Folly  should  bear  tSo 
horn,  because  she  can  blow  the  best" 

"Nay  but,  rogue,"  said  the  Black  Knight,  "  this  ex- 
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lander  not  with  ny 


ondMh  ib)r  licMUe— Bawtn 

"Uinrae  not  with  vioUac^  SirEnighl,"  ntd  ihe 
Jcater.  kHpuur  u  a  diMancc&om  (he  unpauenl  chain- 
pian,  "or  Four  "i"  ■how  a  clean  pair  of  heqU,  and 
leiTe  Vaioor  to  find  out  his  way  through  the  wood  aa 


Mhamaj." 
"Nar.  Ihoa 


ihte.  Keep  the  hom  an  thon  wdt,  but  lei  ua  prooBod 
oa  our jODTBer." 

"  Yau  will  not  harm  me,  then  1"  aaid  Wamba. 

"I  tall  thee  bo,  tbou  knave  1" 

"it.  boiplsdsBnie  jrour  kni^tly  word  for  it,"  oon- 
tinaed  Wamba,  as  he  luiprDacEied  with  great  caution. 

"Mf  kaiAlitly  word  I  pledge)  only  oome  onvrtth 
iki  (boUah  eel£" 

Hij,  then,  Takiur  and  Fally  are  once  more  boo 
eamnuDiii^"  aud  die  Jeater,  coming  up  frankly  i 
tbebitthfa  eidei  "but  in  truth,  I^re  not  anc 
tiuBoiHihat  yonbeatowed  on  thebuiiy  Friar,  whe 

hi«l>jian illiiil  III!  rliiiji litnii  liiiie  iiFil iiii 

m  AwlnBwthatPoUy wearBlbsbonLletValoi 
noai  himMi(  and  ahakehia  manei  for,  if  I  miatak 
oat,  Ihtra  are  cmnpany  in  yonder  brake  [hat  are  o 
Aalat^-ontfof  u>.^' 

"  What  make*  thee  judge  ao  1"  aaid  the  Eniejit. 

"  Bacauae  1  have  Iwux  or  thrice  noticed  the  nJance 
o(  imoman  from  an>on^  the  green  leaves.  Had 
ihertHenhoneM  mm,  they  had  tepl  the  path.  Bat 
Fouo-  thicket  is  a  choioe  chapel  lor  the  Cterka  of 
out  Nicholaa." 

"BrmyCtilh,"  said  the  Enight,  dosing  bia  visor, 
"I  lUnk  tbNi  be'sl  in  the  right  oa't." 

And  in  Buod  time  did  he  close  it,  for  three  arrowa 
ha  at  the  sanite  instant  from  the  auspected  spot 
igiioathii  bead  andbteaat,  one  of  which  would  have 

E led  to  the  brain,  had  it  not  been  turned  aside 
Ueel  Tiaor.  The  olher  two  were  averted  by 
jet,  and  by  the  ahieid  which  hung  around  his 

"Thanks,  tnialy  armour,"  aaid  the  Kjiight.— 
Wimba.  let  ua  close  with  tbem,"— and  be  rode 
"night  to  the  ihickeL  He  waa  met  bv  six  or  seven 
iHD-ii-irms,  wbo  ran  agairui  him  with  iheu-  lancea 
11  ftill  carter.  Thiee  of  the  weapons  struck  against 
uni,  ud  iplintered  with  as  little  efiaci  aa  if  they  had 
bca  driven  against  a  lower  of  steel.  Tlie  Black 
uight')  ma  aeamed  to  flash  fire  ereo  throu^  the 
VKiDTs  01  his  viaor.   He  raised  hunaelf  in  bis  siir- 

ritith  an  air  of  ineiprsasibUdigniqr,  and  eiclaim- 
Wh(i  meana  ihi^  my  masters  1"— The  men 
mide  no  other  reply  Iban  by  drawing  their  swords 
•Dd  uitcking  him  on  every  side,  crying,      Die^ 

QtQeorge!"  aaid 


m 


'itT' 


Ina  a  arm  which  carrind  death  tn  every  blow,  — 
"  oaoKd  as  if  tbs  terror  of  hia  sm|de  stienglh  was 
■bou  to  gain  the  battle  againal  such  odds,  when  a 
>n#l,  in  bine  «rmonr,  who  had  hitherto  kept  him- 
™Kbind  the  alber asaailanla,  aportsd forward  with 
■■  lance,  and  taking  aim,  not  at  the  rider  but  at  the 
•lted,«nu)ded  the  noble  aiumal  mortally. 

Iiut  wsa  a  (elon  saakeP'  eiclaimed  the  Black 
uigfai,  u  the  steed  fell  to  the  earth,  beaiiog  hia  lider 
Mogwiihtiini. 

And  It  ihismomenl,  Wamba  winded  the  bugle,  for 
>pt  whi^  bad  pasaed  so  speedily,  that  be  had  not 
■BIS  lo  da  ao  sooner.  The  sudden  aonnd  made  the 
■ranurera  bear  bail  once  more,  and  Wamba,  though 
"  imeifeextj  wemoned,  did  not  hentals  to  rush  m 
"rfiawt  Ihe  BladiKnjghKo  rise. 

Shame  on  ye,  false  cowards  T^  eiciauned  bo  m 
weblne  bameaa,  who  eeemed  to  lead  the  assailants, 
jM^e^flyfrom  the  empty  blast  of  a  horn  blown  by  a 

r  bis  wotda,  they  attackeai  the  Black 

whose  beat  refogo  was  now  to  place 

at  an  oak,  and  defend  himself  with  hia 

'I'be  felon  kni^I,  who  had  taken  another 

watching  the  moment  whon  his  formidabla 


*n  te  du  eonoua  in  ptony-liiMo- 
IbfUa  nune  of  F^iu  INick,)  "ii 
MI,  boi  tba  nptn.— Aiaa  I  tkai 
:  abould  em  birabeaa  tpptied  M 
'■inoiiitall" 

Ric^ird,"  Biiihawiad  duael— 
oitED  tbe  bimet,  tbouafa  miiM  ew 
I  whole  dif.  But  if  tbe  euff  ma 
M  Jndfied  br  th«  nod  men  anxiDil, 
1  rct>aM— or,  iT  tEcn  thiokaM  I  iti]! 
iitd  will  (luid  6mk  lot  untha- 

'  n^licd  Pikr  Tuck,  "I  had  mine 
I  wiih  luury— nur  roar  HmjaHr 

D  with  cili^"Midilie  Kins,  ""V 
iTC  liltle  rasMin  to  oomplBin  of  ui 

the  FliiT,  iBwuuiuc  In  danoN 
Munee,  "  t  know  not  what  pco- 
Hlbmi  fir  ihit  moM  HcnloBum 

s  of  it,  bfoltot"  wid  the  Ku«: 

B  TQJd  of  mion  to  quMrel  witli 
'k  10  bolr  u  baof  OonlMiibuiH. 
^itr,  I  Aink  ii  wodldlba  bMt  both 

tha^  ud  raiam  ibaa  u  a  jntaMa 
—  'H  etn  of  our  pmon,  aa  fci^ 


limratlbaiitu'ofSanlD 

d  thenw,  "I  hnmUrenivaroar 
"It  giant  air  mftBO,  ifid 


et,  if  I  wen  bat  to  aup  aai 
n  ODB  Gornn',  or  lo  knl  a  deir  ib 
la,  'where  it  Uie  dog  Piiaat  T  mt* 
m  the  accanal  Tuck  T  MTa  ano- ■ 
ked  villain  daatroya  more  wniaoo 
nr  bandta,' lay*  on*  kat|i«ri '  And 
irahrdoein  theooontirf  anodi 
^wd  my  Liiea,  I  ptar/ou  to  lean 
lei  or,  if  in  awii  70a  dsain  tan- 
nee  to  mh  thai  I  nar  be  «on«d- 
jleik  oT  Saini  Dunaun'a  odl  in 
ihom-any  email  dooaaan  will  be 
oeplaMe. 

ee,"  nid  the  EinfL"  and  the  Hair 
Branl  of  rett  aiia  vtnaioti  tn  mr 
iT  Kaik,lMwe*s,IwiUb«w- 
ke  eret^  aeaaon  I  batif  dialdonot 
tor  ihv  elariiv  tkirtf,  I  aM  m 
irtneKing?' 

IT  be  wan  annnd,"  aaid  the  FtiK, 
--"■-^  " n.li<iall«iii 


t  it,  good  hitttbd,"  «a>d  tiM  KiMi 
a  boi  dry  food,  dot  c^anr  Am 
vt  to  ihee  a  butt  of  aaek,  a  raolK 
thneboEsheadaof  ale  atthtti* 
at  will  not  qaeneh  thr  tlum,  tbw 
,  end  beooraa  icqaunled  witb  laf 

hnulanT'  nid  the  Friar— 

and  an  altar-cloth  ehall  tbon  ilai 

M  King,  croning  bimaclF— "  Bat 


raelt  Priar,"  aaid  King  Riohinl, 
I  but  immediatalr  atielchinft  «al 
nut,  tbe  laltsr,  aaiiMwhal  ^aahed. 


OttP.XLLJ 


ITANHOE. 


ns 


bait  Ml  knee,  utd  srioted  it  **T1iob  dott  lets  ho- 
nour 10  nnr  extended  oshn  thsn  to  tnv  clenched  fist," 
nid  die  MoDarch:  "Uum  didit  oti^  Imeel  to  one, 
and  to  ^  other  didst  prostrate  thyeeul" 

But  theFiar.  afraod  perhaps  of  again  giving  ofibnoe 
by  contimiing  the  contersation  in  too  jocose  a  style— 
a  fUis  step  ft)  he  particulatly  guarded  against  by  those 
who  oooTsrse  With  monaren»-bowed  profoimaly,  uid 
ftU  ffito  the  rear. 

At  die  same  time,  two  additional  penonages  ap- 
petred  on  the  scene. 


CHAPTER  XLL 

Ifl  htU  to  dM  lonllinc*  of  higti  dec  roe, 

WlM  liw  wrt  mon  happy,  tbOMli  iMalsrIliM  1VSI 

Ov  pastuDM  to  fee, 

Uoder  every  men  treOt 
la  an  tbe  gaj  woodlaiMl,  rifht  weteotaie  ye  be. 

Tiii  new  comers  were  Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe,  on  the 
gur  of  Botolph's  palfrey,  and  Gmth,  who  attended 
mm,  on  ^  S[nie^t'B  own  war-hotrse.  The  astonish- 
ment of  Ivanhoe  was  beyond  boonds,  when  he  saw 
OS  mteter  besprhikled  with  blood,  and  six  or  seven 
ond  bodies  Iving  around  in  the  liwe  glade  in  which 
the  battle  had  taken  place.  Nor  was  he  less  scupriiBed 
to  tee  Richard  sorroundsd  by  so  manv  silvan  attend- 
lott,  the  outlaws,  as  they  seemed  to  oe^  of  the  forest, 
cod  a  petiloas  retinae  therefore  for  a  prince.  He 
heatated  whether  to  address  the  King  as  the  BVuk 
Knigfat-errant,  or  in  what  other  manner  to  demean 
bonaelf  towanls  him.  Richard  saw  his  embarrass- 
ment 

''Fear  not,  Wilfred,*'  he  said,  "to  address  Richatd 
Piantagenet  as  himseli^  since  thou  seeet  him  in  the 
company  of  true  English  hearts,  although  it  may  be 
toey  have  been  urged  a  few  steps  aside  by  warm 
EniWiblood." 

*%  Wilfi«d  of  Ivanhoe,"  said  the  gallant  Outlaw, 

Mapping  forward,  **my  assurances  can  add  nothing 

tottueeof  our  sovereigns  yet,  let  me  say  somewhat 

Ptwdly,  that  of  men  who  have  suffered  much,  he  hath 

pot  traer  subjects  than  those  who  now  stand  around 
him." 

^1]  cannot  doubt  it,  brave  man/'  said  Wilfred, 
nocethou  art  of  the  number— But  what  mean  these 
maitaof  death  and  danger  1  these  slain  men,  and  the 
wood?  armour  of  ray  Pnnce  V* 

TYeason  hath  been  with  us,  Ivanhoe,"  said  the 
luiig ;  but,  thanks  to  these  brave  men,  treason  hath 
inet  tta  nwed— But,  now  I  bethiidi  me,  thou  too  art 
J^gitor,"  said  Richard,  smiling ;  "  a  most  disobedient 
^^9M  for  were  not  our  orders  positivcL  that  thou 
*°<wt  repose  thyself  at  Saint  Botolph's  until  thy 
^ojmd.wu  healed  7" 

h  M  hoaiedr  raid  Ivanhoe;  "it  is  not  of  more 
wnafflQeoce  than  the  scratch  of  a  bodkin.  But  why, 
<«  why^  noble  Prince,  will  you  thus  vex  the  hearts  of 
four  GumAtl  servants,  and  expose  your  life  by  lonely 
JP9p^  and  nah  adventures,  as  if  it  were  of  no  more 
7«tt  than  t^t  of  a  mere  knight-errant,  who  has  no 
Interest  on  earth  bat  what  lance  and  sword  may  pro- 
curehimT' 

.  ''And  Richard  PlantageneC,"  said  the  King,  "de- 
"oes  no  more  fame  than  ois  good  lanoe  and  sword 


llna  T!?  ^iT*^  «fUl    »U  Speed,    iUOU  U     UO     IKM 

■"I"}*  a  hundred  thousand  armed  men." 
N  °ot  your  kingdom,  my  Liege,"  said  Ivanhoe. 
jour  kingdom  is  threatened  with  dissohition  and 
of  T^Cry®'^  subiecto  menaced  wirti  every  species 
w  evil,  if  deprived  ot  (heir  sovereign  in  some  of  those 
rUyeri  which  it  is  your  dafly  pleasui^  to  incur,  and 
J^jwhich  you  have  but  this  moment  narrowly 

/^l  hoi  my  kingdOhi  and  my  subjects'?"  an- 
gyed  Ihchard  impatiently;  "I  tell  ihce,  Sir  WU- 
gjp»  the  best  oi  them  are  most  willmg  to  repay  my 
"'i'f'-^- kuid—Por  example,  my  very  faJthful  ser- 
^i.  niured  of  Ivanhoe,  will  not  obey  my  positive 
pommanda,  and  yet  reads  his  king  a  homuy,  because 
f  does  not  walk  exacUy  hy  his  advice.  Which  of  us 
"Minost  reason  to  upbraid  the  other?— Yet,  forgive 


findc 


m^^lf  feiChfidWttfiied.  Th«  tiase  I  hftv«  BpsBt  tdid 
am  yet  to  spend  ib  oonoealmeni,  is,  as  I  explafaisd  to 
thee  at  Saint  fiotolph's,  neoessiiY  to  give  my  friends 
and  iaithfiil  nobles  time  to  as^^Ue  tleir  foroes.  that 
when  Richard's  return  is  annocmced,  he  shouMoe  at 
the  head  of  such  a  force  as  enemies  shall  tremble  to 
face,  and  thus  subdue  the  meditated  treason,  without 
even  unsheathing  a  sword.  Estoteville  and  Bohun 
will  not  be  strong  enou|^  to  move  forward  to  Toik 
for  twenty-four  hours.  I  must  have  news  of  Sahs- 
burv  fit>m  the  south ;  and  of  Beauchamp.  in  War- 
wickshire; and  of  Mnlton  and  Percy  in  uie  north. 
Hie  Chancellor  must  make  sure  of  London.  1Vk> 
sudden  an  appearanoe  would  subject  me  to  datigers, 
other  than  my  lanoe  and  sword,  thoi:^  backed  by 
the  bow  of  bold  Robin,  or  the  ouarter-stafi*  of  Fiiu 
Tuck,  and  the  horn  of  the  sage  Wamba,  may  be  iiHAe 
to  rescue  me  fix>m." 

Wilfred  bowed  in  sabmisskm,  weH  knowing  how 
vain  it  was  to  contend  with  the  wild  spirit  of  cmvahfy 
whioh  so  often  impelied  his  master  upon  dangers 
which  he  might  easuy  have  avoided,  or  rather,  which 
it  was  dbparaonable  m  him  to  hbve  sought  out  The 
yoimg  knight  sighed,  therefore^  and  held  his  peace; 
Whne  Richard,  rejoiced  at  having  sflenoed  his  coun- 
sellor, thou^  his  heart  acknowledged  the  justice  of 
the  charge  ne  had  brought  against  him,  went  on  in 
oontersatu>n  with  Robin  Hood.— "  HQag  of  ChHlaws," 
he  siud,  "have  you  no  refr^hmem  to  df^  to  yow 
brothor  sovereign  7  for  these  dead  knaves  have  taaai 
me  both  in  exercise  and  appetite." 

"In  Troth,"  rephed  the  Outlaw,  "for  I  scOm  to  lie 

to  yotfr  Grace,  oar  larder  is  chiefly  supplied  with" 

He  stopped,  and  was  somewhat  embarrassed. 

"With  venison,  I  suppose?"  said  Richard,  gayly; 
"  better  food  at  need  there  can  be  none— and  iraqr,  if 
a  king  wm  not  remain  at  home  and  slay  his  own 

me^  methinks  he  riiould  not  bvawl  too  loud  U  he 

ids  It  killed  to  hn  hand." 

"  If  your  Grace,  then,"  said  Robin,  "  will  again  Y»- 
nour  with  your  presence  one  of  Robm  Hood's  places 
of  rendezvous,  the  venison  shall  not  be  lacking ;  umI 
a  stoup  of  ale.  and  it  mavhe  a  cop  of  reasonably  good 
wine,  to  relish  it  withal^' 

The  Outlaw  accordingly  led  the  way,  foUowed  by 
the  buxom  Monarch,  more  h^v,  probably^  in  tw 
chance  meeting  with  Robin  Hood  and  his  foresters, 
titan  he  would  have  bsen  in  again  assuming  his 
royal  state,  and  presiding  over  a  splendid  circle  of 
peera  and  nobles.  Novelty  in  society  and  adventure 
were  the  zest  of  life  to  Richard  Coeur-de-L4on,  and 
it  had  its  highest  relidi  when  enhanced  by  dangere 
encountered  and  surmounted.  In  the  lion-bsttrted 
King,  the  brilliant,  but  tiseless  character,  of  a  knight 
of  romance,  was  in  a  great  measure  realized  and 
revived ;  and  the  personal  glorv  which  he  acquired 
by  his  own  deeds  of  arms,  was  lar  more  dear  to  his 
excited  imagination,  than  that  which  a  course  of 
policy  and  wisdom  would  have  spread  around  Iris 
government  AccordiiMly,  his  reign  was  like  the 
course  of  a  brilliant  ana  rapid  meteor,  which  shoots 
along  the  fhee  of  heaven,  shedding  around  an  un- 
necessary and  portentous  light,  wnioh  is  instantly 
swallowed  up  by  universal  darkness ;  his  feats  of 
chivalry  furnishing  themes  for  bards  and  minstrels, 
but  affording  none  of  those  solid  benefits  to  his  coun- 
try on  which  history  loves  fe  pause,  and  hold  up  as 
tin  example  to  posterity.  But  in  his  present  company 
Richard  ^owed  to  the  greatest  imaAiuftble  advan- 
tage. He  was  gay,  good-humoured,  and  fond  of 
manhood  in  every  raiik  of  life. 

Beneath  a  huge  oak-tree  the  silvan  repast  Was 
hastily  prepctred  for  the  King  of  ICngland,  surrounded 
by  men  outlaws  to  his  government,  but  who  now 
formed  his  court  and  his  guard.  As  the  flagon  went 
round,  the  rough  fortttere  soon  lost  their  awe  for  the 
presence  of  Migesty.  The  song  and  the  jest  wsie 
ezchanged^-the  stories  of  former  deeds  were  toM 
with  advantage ;  and  at  length,  and  while  boasting 
of  then*  succ^ssfol  infraction  of  the  laws,  no  one 
recollected  they  were  speaking  in  presence  of  then- 
natural  guardian.  The  merrv  King,  nothing  heeding 
his  digmty  any  more  than  nis  company,  laughed, 
quaffed,  and  jested  among  the  jolly  band.    The  nam- 


dtaroua  thai  iha 


a  0/  RDbin  Hood  lad  hiui 
xsans  ahould  be  clomd  rae 
0  diaurb  ila  hinnon^,  the  1 


eQ>ed*lly  (hat  he  obterved  ItinliDe'a  brow  clouded 
wilb  aniiBtjr.  "We  are  boDOured,"  heaaid  lo  Ivhd- 
hoe,  epatt,  "by  the  preaeiice  af  oui  Kallaat  Sove- 
ndgni  vet  I  would  DoL  ihu  he  dallied  with  time, 
wlitch  Uie  circuRUtancea  of  his  kingdom  may  render 
precioiia." 

"Il  la  well  and  wiTCly  apoken,  brave  Robin  Hood," 
aaid  Wilfred,  a^arl  i  "  and  know,  moreover,  tbat  ihry 


■«d  Wilfred,  apart  1 
vbo  jeal  with  Uaj< 
'■■■■  toying  with  i> 


proracaliiin,  uaea  both  fanga  and  dawa." 

"You  hare  touched  the  very  cause  of  my  fear," 
Outlaw!  "my  men  are  rough  by  practice 


and  nature,  the  King 
humoured  1  cor  know  1 
may  atiBe,  or  bow  wari 


I  haaly  aa  well  aa  , 
how  Boon  cause  of  onenc 
ly  it  may  bo  received — it  i 


(HOE-  [Ck*p.  XU. 

Ion  to  hiiraa  and  ■way— Wilfred  haa  been  irapaticBt 
this  hour.  Tell  me,  bold  Bobin,  hast  thou  osTei  ■ 
friend  in  tliy  band,  who,  not  conluil  witb  adTiamt 
win  needs  direct  thy  tnoliona,  and  took  nuaoabE 
when  thou  dost  presume  lo  act  for  thyself  7" 

"  Such  B  one,  said  Robin,  "  ia  my  Lieutenant, 
Little  John,  who  iaoven  nowahscntonan  expediiiaa 
SB  far  as  ilie  borders  of  Scotland  ;  and  I  will  own  lo 
your  Majesiy,  that  1  am  aometimcs  displeased  by  the 
Freedom  of  his  councils— but,  when  I  think  twice, 
IcBnuot  be  long  angry  witb  one  who  can  h»ve  no 
motive  for  hia  anxiety  sare  zeal  for  hie   masler'a 


advictt  mi  recomnuod  it  by  the  sad  graviiy  of  his 
brow,  and  thee,  on  the  other,  to  trick  me  into  whai 
thou  thinkeal  my  own  good,  I  riiould  have  bh  Uitlc 
.k-  f_.j f  _: ^  will  ««  any  king  in  Chrit 


^Itiat- 1  ao  BOOQ  risk  the jnidon  and  lav  '   1 

Soversgnl"  sud  Robin  Hood,  pausing  1 
atani;     but  by  Saint  ChriatoDher,  it  sbaU 

were  DDdeserving  hia  grace  did  1  rut  peril  i 
SDod.— Here,   Scalhlock,  get   ibee  fiebic 

thicket,  and  wind  me  a  Norman  blaat  on  1 

and  without  an  inalanl'a  delay,  on  peril  of  i 

Scathlock  obeyed  hia  captain,  and  in  leai  ' 

minutes  the  revellere  were  atailled  by  the  sc  1 

the  Miller,  atat 

ThePriardrm 

his  quarter-stair    Wamt 

their 
wevions. 

Hen  of  their  precarioua  course  of  life  change  readily 
froin  the  banquet  to  the  haltit,;  and,  to  Rictianl,  the 
aichange  seemed  but  a  aucceaaion  of  pleaaure.    He 
called  lor  hie  helmet  and  the  moat  cumbrouapari 
hiaannouj,  which  he  had  laid  aside  i  and  while  G 
wae  pulline  ihoBi  on,  ho  laid  his  siiict  injunction 
Wil&ed,  utider  pain  of  hia  highest  diqileasure,  n( 
CDgage  in  the  akinniah  which  he  euppoaed  waa 

"Thou  bast  fought  for  me  a  hundred  limes,  ^ 
fnd,— and  I  have  seen  it.  Thou  ahalt  this  day  1 
n,  and  aee  how  Richard  will  fight  for  his  friend 


"ItiathehugleofMal' 
ing  to  hia  feet,  and  aei^i 

pcd  his  flagon,  snd  grasp.....  ..    .__.  .. 

atopt  short  in  the  midal  of  ajeat,  and  betooK 
10  aword  and  target.    Ail  the  others  stood 


^Ethe'mea 


I  tim^  Robin  Hood  hid  si 


le  enemy;  and  whan __._,. , 

(Actual^  brdwn  up,  he  aranoached  Richard,  who 
waa  DOW  eomplalely  armed,  and,  kneeling  down  on 
<ma  knee,  crated  putdon  of  his  Soverogn. 

"For  what,  good  yeoman  T'  aaid  Richatd,  some- 
what immiiently.  "Have  we  not  already  nan  ted 
thee  a  fiill  pardon  for  all  tranagTessioDB  1  llimkeM 
thou  our  word  ia  a  leather,  10  be  blown  backward  and 
Ibrwaid  between  ua  1  Thou  canst  not  have  had  tinw 
tooammit  any  new  oflence  since  that  time?' 

"Ay,  but  I  have  though,"  anawered  the  yeoman, 

if  it  be  an  offence  todecave  my  prince  for  nia  own 
advantage.  The  bn^  you  have  heard  waa  nono  of 
Halvoiam's,  but  blown  by  my  dimtion,  to  break  oS 
the  banquet,  leal  it  trenciud  upon  houre  of  dearer  im- 
port than  to  be  thua  dallied  with." 

He  thee  rose  from  hia  knee,  folded  hia  arma  on  hia 
bosom,  and  in  a  manner  rather  respectfid  than  sub- 
miaaiye,  awaited  the  answer  of  the  Kjmt,— He  oiia 
who  is  conscious  he  may  have  given  onence,  yet  is 
ooufident  in  the  rectitude  of  hia  motive.  The  blood 
ruahed  m  anger  10  the  countenance  of  Richard  1  but 
it  wBB  the  first  transient  emotion,  and  his  aenae  of 
jnaiice  instantly  subdued  il. 

"  The  KinE  of  Sherwood."  he  said,  "  anidges  his 
veniaon  and  his  wine-fla«k  lo  the  King  olEngiandl 
It  is  well,  bold  Robin !— but  when  you  coma  to  see  me 
in  meny  London,  I  inist  to  be  a  leaa  niggard  host. 
Thou  an  rif^t,  faawevcr,  good  fellow.    Let  a*  there- 


rily  on  to  Coningsburgh,  and  think  no  more  on'L" 

Robin  Hood  asaured  them  that  he  bad  detadied  a 
parly  in  the  direction  of  the  road  they  were  to  pae^ 


The  Oullaw'a  opinion  proved  true;  and  the  King, 
attended  by  Ivannoe,  Gurth,  and  Wemba,  arrive! 
without  Bnv  interruption,  within  view  of  the  Oastle 
of  ConingsDurgh,  while  the  aun  was  yet  in  •Ok  bo- 

.—  -,  [he  vicinity  of  th» 

The  aoll  and  gaitle  river 

Don  sweeps  throueh  an  ampitbealre,  in  which  raid- 
■   1  is  richly  blended  with  woodland,  and  on  a 

I,  ascending  from  the  river,  well  defended  by 

walla  and  ditehef^  tjsea  this  ancient  edi£c«,  whkh,  aa 
Saxon  name  implies  waa,  prenouB  to  the  Con- 
st, a  roral  ranlence  of  the  kings  of  England.  "Hia 
er  walla  have  probably  been  added  by  the  Nor- 
na,  but  the  inner  keep  bears  token  of  very  great 
antiquity.  It  is  simaled  on  a  mount  at  one  ande  of 
'he  inner  court,  and  formsa  complete  circle  of  peniape 
weniy-five  feet  in  dismeier.  The  wall  is  of  im- 
nense  thicknna,  and  ie  propped  or  defended  by  ai 
lugecitemsl  but lr™ses  which  project  from  the  cude, 
md  riae  up  ageinal  the  sides  of  the  tower  aa  if  re 
itrengthen  or  to  support  it  Thpse  massive  burtresaes 
4re  solid  wheu  they  arise  from  the  foundation,  and  a 
good  way  higher  up ;  bjit  arc  IioIIowhI  out  lowaris 
the  top,  and  teijninsle  m  s  sort  of  turrets  communi- 
caling  with  the  interior  of  the  keep  itself.  He  distant 
appearance  of  this  huge  building,  wiih  these  eingulai 
accompanimenta,  isaa  intetT«ting  10  the  lovera  oiihe 
--ctureequc,  SB  the  interior  of  the  castle  ia  to  the  eager 
■jiliquary,  whose  imagination  il  carries  back  to  the 
days  of  the  heptarchy.  A  harrow,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  castle,  is  pointed  out  aa  the  tomb  of  the  meuio- 
rable   Hengiai;  and  vatioua  monumentat  of  gteai 


when  Canr-de-Lian  uid  hia  relinue  approached 
t)iu  nids )«( Milely  building,  it  wunot,  aa  atpnaenl, 
nuTonadtil  bj  cileroal  rorlifications.  The  Saxon 
ardutaet  bad  eihanatcd  hii  art  in  renderins  tiie  m — 


A  huge  black  btoaer.  uriiicii  floaud  from  the  top 
of  ibe  lover,  annoimcal  that  the  obaeqoies  of  the  lale 


ii«aB  jL  Par  ■cunl*,  n  m  coBcein  Ikg  m 
lu  IB  In  H  maeli  wpnniad  ml  ailuM  ladai 
■»«wtJ«  all  nlliM  iBodnof  BWdMSj  toaml 


Btill  iQ  the  act  of  being  K .. 

bore  no  emblem  of  the  deceaMd'a  btnh  or  quaUly,  for 

armorial  beaiinga  were  then  a '" """" 

Nonnui  ehinlnr  liienisdvea,  ■ 
known  to  (he   auons.     Bui  i 

■nolher  banim,  on  which  tbefif, 

rudel)'  painted,  indicated  tbe  nation  and  nink  of  tbe 

lacMised,  b;  llie  well-known  aymbol  of  Henglst  and 

ill  Saxon  wanioTB. 
All  anxmd  ibe  caetle  w 


winnd  HnHnt,  and  i  nuui  I 

mcDiia«"is"ghHniuwiti  i>  Ihii  gsulT.   Tba  unMsTCin- 

inBlMitta,  bT  wblsli  lUieuUenai  Jn  tba  aid  (diiicot  oTUh 

Bnaoui,  vcnIitlswInetoHppatll  tba  nodem  sF  ib> 

Bkm*  uin   It  tBtnm^  briDued  la  Kfni  Huold,   Tba 

CeBliHorliMowadM  ID  TUInda  Winn,  wim  ill  ita  rdTi- 

tini  iBd  jtfiatioltiia,  whUb  m  aiid  is  ban  buhvIH  ant 

HHatf-^^ umnt.   Aiib>e(<ra«orUwB«.<i>hKiiuorH 

imnlar  nni,  aUDda  the  rntl  totrtr,  Ar  kBtp,  plidu  on  a 

•DdlbiUofliaawndbMUlHia,  iMwbisbba  ilimlpnqact' 

i^  bonniaaA,  u^ndbiff  Id  a  Maep  (Uneun  tv  prap  Hid  aap- 

TbB  tDwer  vlthin  fHnw  a  coniplBtfl  dnde,  IwaotrooB  nal  m 

w,  tba  walla  Ibaneoi  itat  tbiek.   Tin  aaenl  into  Oui 

lily  aaMwailliiaaroaiibiiir  imp  aww.lbiirfcenad 

wide,  oa  Ibe  aaaUt  ajda  laadlna  to  a  ivw  ooonvir,  ova' 

L  k  a  circular  anb  nu^iil  b^  a  fraat  tiaiiaDin  itaaa. 

ID  Uiiadoor  la  thaauheaaa  whJebiiaiirlailiBlAltbna(h 

opaalu  lo  Iba  duueoa- 

tall  g)iiinHr'P>'cfb  with  u~  aieh  laatlnl  m  Bisla  tliwwwl 
pulafB.  Id  tba  ttatrd  atorr.  or  auanHHiaaihaf.  la  a  nail  raoaB 
wltb  a  looiibski,  pmhablra  biMiaiiibar.aail  fa  that  Ooeraban 
a  nicba  Ibr  a  laoit  or  lHHr-*rat«E  poL  Mr,  KiPt  imafinaa  ttan  a 
Saunaatla  of  tha  Bnt  tm  of  Iba  HnUKbr~~Ur.  Watt°|j 
ftnm  tba  fwondj  la  a  waj  bij^^  In  tbawaUaia  *ji  w^ 

tbonh  al«T  (Mm  Uh  poiud.  Twa  jaidi  ima  Iba  door,  at 
Ow  faaad  St  IbJi  italr.Ia  an  nwiiDf  naaitgr  aial.  accciifbia  bf 
MadiBf  oa  tba  ladn«  aw  mil,  irbMidtBilniiMaaif  bt  IWtai 

Un  fagi  br  twain,  and  tlura  u  aiiuan  bifb,anl»d  with  Itaa- 
itDoa,  and  iniiponad  br  ■nail  cireulai  coliinDjor  tbaaaioa,  llw 

wiihataal^uS  Ina  Bka  M  aaanr  lb*  waiat  nlP  «  Omiul! 
Iblwall.  TlklIcbu>arSaiaoribabMIMMi,bM»at|aMil 
wlttuBt,  Ibt  efaDtba  vladgw.  tbsaik  laif>  witbB,  la  «i>  a 
loVamwlsop-biititaoafaalrtobaaaeawilbMt  Oaaflaft 
iUa  ar  thU  chapal  ta  a  mail  sntoiT.  aMbl  bf  an  ki  tba  Udl' 
nas  of  Iba  wall,  wiib  a  akba  kt  Iba  will,  aid  aaliibMoai^a 
Ilka kMD-lHila.    'HHftiiinbalairtnallwairaBd.iaBMatwwt 

^^ ->lbalapeflfialawarlbl*^lbe 

at  tail  la  bat  Ohm  nida   Buk 
_  »£•  Ik.  •__  sdi  a*  aanur- 


S'.jSJGSm.' 


VDtruin  the 
luuiftil  Ivan- 
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coastanUy  on  guard  in  the  performance  of  divine 
htes  by  the  bier  of  Athelstane,  the  others  failed  not  to 
take  thdr  share  of  the  refreshments  and  amnsements 
wlucfa  went  on  at  the  castle.  In  maintaining  this 
pioas  watch  and  ward,  the  good  monks  were  particu- 
larir  careful  not  to  interrupt  their  hymns  for  an  m- 
manty  lest  Zemebock,  the  ancient  Saxon  Apollyon, 
ahoold  lay  his  clotchee  on  the  departed  Athelstane. 
Kor  were  they  less  caieful  to  prevent  any  unhallowed 
layoian  from  tonchinff  the  pall,  which,  having  been 
tiut  used  at  the  fiioera)  of  Saint  Edmund,  was  liable 
to  be  desecrated,  if  handled  by  tlie  profane.  I^  in 
tntth,  these  attentions  could  be  of  any  use  to  the  de- 
<ya«eri|  he  had  some  rmht  to  eroect  them  at  the 
hands  of  the  brethren  of  Saint  Edmund's,  since,  be- 
sides a  hnndred  mancuses  of  gold  paid  down  as  the 
eool-ransom,  the  mother  of  Athelstane  had  announced 
her  intention  of  endowing  that  tbundation  with  the 
betta  part  of  the  lands  of  the  deceased,  in  order  to 
maiBtam  perpetual  prayers  for  his  soul,  and  that  of 
ber  departed  husband. 

Rjchard  and  Wilfred  followed  the  Saxon  Cedric 
tnio  the  apartment  of  death,  where,  as  their  guide 
pointed  with  solemn  air  to  the  untimely  bier  of  Athel- 
stane. they  followed  his  example  in  devoutly  crossing 
tbemselves,  and  muttering  a  ^rief  prayer  for  the  weal 
of  the  departed  souL 

Thii  act  of  pious  charity  performed,  Cedric  again 
motioned  them  to  follow  him,  gliding  over  the  stone 
floor  with  a  noiseless  tread ;  and,  alter  ascending  a 
iew  steps,  opened  with  great  caution  the  door  of  a 
email  oratory,  which  adjoined  to  the  chapel  It  was 
aboat  dgbt  feet  square,  hollowed,  like  the  chapel  itself^ 
om  of  tne  thickness  of  the  wall;  and  the  loop-hole, 
which  oilishtened  it,  being  to  the  west,  and  widening 
considerably  as  it  sloped  mward,  a  beam  of  the  set- 
ting son  found  its  way  into  its  dark  recess,  and 
showed  a  fiemale  of  a  dignified  mien,  and  whose  coun- 
tenance retained  the  marked  remains  of  majestic 
beantr.  Her  long  mourning  robes,  and  her  flowing 
viiapie  of  black  cypress,  enhanced  the  whiteness  of 
her  skin,  and  the  beauty  of  her  light-coloured  and 
&wing  tresses,  which  time  had  neither  thinned  nor 
mingled  with  silver.  Her  countenance  expressed  the 
deepest  sorrow  that  is  consistent  with  resifliation.  On 
the  stone  Cable  before  her  stood  a  crucinxof  ivory, 
bende  which  was  laid  a  missal,  having  its  pages 
richly  Ulominated,  and  its  boards  adorned  with  clasps 
of  gold,  and  bosses  of  the  same  precious  metal. 

Noble  Edith,''  said  Cednc,  after  having  stood  a 
moment  silent,  as  if  to  give  Richard  and  Wmred  time 
to  look  open  the  lady  ofthe  mansion.  "  these  are  wor- 
thy strangers^  come  to  take  part  in  thy  sorrows.  And 
thts,  in  especial,  is  the  valiant  Knight  who  fought  so 


hcavdy  for  the  deliverance  of  him  for  whom  we  this 
dtr  mourn." 

His  bravery  has  my  thanks,"  returned  the  lady ; 
"  althoogh  it  be  the  will  of  Heaven  that  it  should  be 
f£^>layed  in  vain.  I  thank,  too,  his  courtesy,  and 
thai  of  his  compaiuon,  which  hath  brought  them 
kkher  to  behold  the  widow  of  Adding,  the  mother  of 
Athelstane,  in  her  dee»  hour  of  sorrow  and  lamenta- 
tioB.  To  yoor  care,  kind  kinsman,  I  intrust  them, 
satisfied  that  they  will  want  no  hospitahty  which 
tbcM  sad  walls  can  yet  afibrd." 

lie  guests  bowed  deeply  to  the  mourning  parent, 
and  wiwdrew  with  their  nospitable  guide. 

Anotho-  winding  stair  conducted  tnem  to  an  apart- 
mi»t  of  the  same  size  with  that  which  they  had  first 
entered,  occupying  indeed  the  story  immediately 
alKwe.  From  this  room,  ere  yet  the  door  was  opened, 
proceeded  a  low  and  melancholy  strain  of  vocal  mu- 
sic. When  they  entered,  they  found  themselves  in 
the  jnesence  of  about  twenty  matrons  and  maidens 
of  dttdnguished  Saxon  lineage.  Pour  maidens,  Ro- 
wena  leading  the  choir,  raised  a  hymn  for  the  soul  of 
the  deceased,  of  which  we  have  only  been  able  to  da^ 
cqiher  two  or  three  stanzas  :— 

Dut  vnto  dttit. 
To  UiU  all  mvtt ; 
The  tenant  hath  leaign'd 
The  faded  fonn 
To  waste  and  worn— 
CotTuptioo  dainu  bar  kiad. 
8K 


Thiosfh  pathf  unknowa 

Thjr  soul  hath  flown, 

To  aeek  the  realm  of  wo,  ' 

Where  fiery  pain 

8haH  purge  the  ttain 

Of  actioni  done  below. 

In  that  Md  place, 

Bjr  Marj'i  frace, 

Brief  mar  tbr  dwelliof  be  i 

Till  prareri  and  alnu, 

And  hoi7  pealma, 

Shall  let  the  captive  ftee. 

While  this  dirge  was  sung,  in  a  low  and  melancholy 
tone,  by  the  fomale  cnoristers,  the  others  were  divided 
into  two  bands,  of  which  one  was  engaged  in  bedeck- 
ing, with  such  embroidery  as  their  skill  and  taste  could 
compass,  a  large  silken  pall,  destined  to  cover  the 
bier  of  Athelstane,  while  the  others  busied  themselves 
m  selecting,  from  baskets  of  flowers  placed  before 
them,  garlands,  which  they  intended  for  the  same 
mournful  purpose.  The  behaviour  of  the  maidens  was 
decorous,  if  not  marked  with  doep  offliction :  but  now 
and  then  a  whisper  or  a  smile  called  forth  the  rebuke 
of  the  Mverer  matrons,  and  here  and  there  might  bo 
seen  a  damsel  more  interested  in  endeavouring  to  find 
out  how  her  mourning-robe  became  her,  than  in  the 
dismal  ceremony  for  which  they  were  preparing.  Nei- 
ther was  this  propensity  (if  we  must  needs  confess  the 
truth)  at  all  diminished  by  the  appearance  of  two 
strange  knights,  which  occasioned  some  looking  up, 
pea>mg,  and  vmispering.  Rowena  alone,  too  i>roua 
to  be  vain,  paid  her  sreeting  to  her  deliverer  with  a 
gra(^lul  courtesy.  Her  demeanour  was  serious,  but 
not  dejected ;  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  thoughts 
of  Ivanhoe,  and  of  the  uncertainty  of  his  fate,  dicTnot 
claim  as  great  a  share  in  her  gravity  as  the  death  of 
her  kinsman. 

To  Cedric,  however,  who,  as  we  have  observed, 
was  not  remarkably  clear-sighted  on  such  occasions, 
the  sorrow  of  his  ward  seemed  so  much  deeper  than 
any  of  the  other  maidens,  that  he  deemed  it  proper  to 
whisper  the  eicplanation— "  She  was  the  affianced 
bride  of  the  noble  Athelstane."— It  may  be  doubted 
whether  this  communication  went  a  far  way  to  in- 
crease Wilfi^'s  disposition  to  sympathize  with  the 
mourners  of  Coningshurgh. 

Having  thus  formally  introduced  the  guests  to  the 
dinerent  chambers  in  which  the  obsequies  of  Athel- 
stane were  celebrated  under  different  forms,  Cedric 
conducted  them  into  a  small  room,  destined,  as  he 
informed  them,  for  the  exclusive  accommodation  of 
honourable  guests,  whose  more  slight  connexion  with 
the  deceased  might  render  them  unwilling  to  join 
those  who  were  immediately  affected  by  the  unhappy 
event  He  assured  them  of  every  accommodauon, 
and  was  about  to  withdraw  when  the  Black  Knight 
took  his  hand. 

**  I  crave  to  remind  you  noble  Thane,"  he  said,  "  that 
when  we  last  parted,  you  promised,  for  the  service  I 
had  the  fortune  to  render  you,  to  graint  me  a  boon." 

"  It  is  granted  ere  named,  noble  Knight,"  said  Ce- 
dric: "yet,  at  this  sad  moment" 

"  Of  that  also,"  said  the  King,  "*  I  have  bethought 
me— but  my  time  is  brief— neither  does  it  seem  to  me 
unfit,  that,  when  closing  the  grave  on  the  noble  Athel- 
stane, we  should  deposit  there'm  certain  prejudices 
and  hasty  opinions." 

"  Sir  Knight  of  the  Fetterlock,"  said  Cedric,  co- 
louring, and  interrupting  the  King  in  his  turn,  **  I  trust 
your  boon  r^i^rds  yourself  and  no  other;  for  in 
thot  which  concerns  the  honour  of  my  house,  it  is 
scarce  fitting  that  a  stranger  should  mingle." 

"  Nor  do  I  wish  to  mingle,"  said  the  King,  mildly, 
"  unless  in  so  far  as  yon  will  admit  me  to  have  an  in- 
terest As  yet  you  have  known  me  but  as  the  Black 
Knight  ofthe  Fetterlock— Know  me  now  as  Richard 
Plantagenet" 

"Ricnard  of  Anjoul"  exclaimed  Cedric,  stepping 
backward  with  the  utmost  astonishment 

"  No,  noble  Cednc— Richard  of  England !— whose 
deepest  interest— whose  deepest  wish,  n  to  see  her 
sons  united  with  each  other.— And,  how  now,  worthy 
lliane!  hast  thou  no  knee  for  thy  prince?" 

**To  Norman  bk>od,"  said  Cednc,  "it  hath  never 
bended." 

**  Reserve  thine  homage  then,"  said  the  Monarch, 
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"until  I  shall  prove  my  right  to  it  by  my  equal  protec- 
tion of  Normans  and  English." 

"Prince,"  answerd  Cedric,  "  I  have  ever  done  jus- 
tice to  thy  bravery  and  thy  worth— Nor  am  I  ignorant 
of  thy  claim  to  the  crown  through  thy  descent  from 
Matilda,  niece  to  Edgar  Athelin^  and  daughter  to 
Malcolm  of  Scotland!  But  Matilda,  though  of  the 
royal  Saxon  blood,  was  not  the  heir  to  the  monarchy." 
I  will  not  dispute  my  title  with  the^  noble  Thane," 
said  Richard,  calmly;  but  I  will  bid  thee  look  around 
thee,  and  see  where  thou«wilt  find  another  to  be  put 
into  the  scale  against  it." 

"And  hast  thou  wandered  hither,  Priiice,  to  tell  me 
80  ?"  said  Cedric—"  To  upbraid  me  with  the  ruin  of 
niy  race,  ere  the  grave  has  closed  o'er  the  last  scion 
of  Saxon  royalty?"— His  countenance  darkened  as 
he  spoke.— "It  was  boldly— it  was  rashly  done !" 

"Not  so,  by  the  holv  rood!"  replied  the  King;  "it 
was  done  m  the  franlc  confidence  which  one  orave 
man  may  repose  in  another,  without  a  shadow  of 
danger." 

"  Thou  sayest  well.  Sir  King— for  King  I  own  thou 
art,  and  wilt  be,  despite  of  my  feeble  opposition.— I 
dare  not  take  the  only  mode  to  prevent  it,  though 
thou  hast  placed  the  strong  temptation  within  my 
reach  1" 

"And  now  to  my  boon,"  said  the  Kmg,  "which  I 
ask  not  with  one  jot  the  less  confidence,  that  thou 
hast  refused  to  acknowledge  my  lawful  sovereignly. 
I  require  of  thee,  as  a  man  of  thy  word,  on  pam  of 
being  held  faithless,  man-sworn,  and  nuicring.*  to 
foTpve  and  receive  to  thy  paternal  affection  the  good 
knight,  Wilfred  of  Ivannoe.  In  this  reconciliation 
thou  wilt  own  I  have  an  interest— the  happiness  of 
my  fiiend,  and  the  quelling  of  dissension  among  my 
foithful  people."  * 

"  And  this  is  Wilfi^  I"  said  Cedric,  pointing  to  his 
son. 

"My  father!- my  father!"  said  Ivanhoe,  prostra- 
ting himself  at  Ceonc's  feet,  "grant  me  thy  forgive- 
ness!" 

"  Thou  hast  it,  my  son."  said  Cedric,  raising  him  up. 
"The  son  of  Hereward knows  how  to  keep  his  word, 
even  when  it  has  been  passed  to  a  Norman.  But  let 
me  sec  thee  use  the  dress  and  costume  of  thy  English 
ancestry— no  short  cloaks,  no  gay  bonnets,  no  fantas- 
tic plumage  in  my  decent  household.  He  that  would 
be  the  son  of  Cedric,  must  show  himself  of  English 
ancestry.— Thou  art  about  to  speak,"  he  added,  stern- 
ly, "  and  I  guess  the  topic.  The  Lady  Rowena  must 
complete  two  years'  mourning,  as  for  a  betrothed  hus- 
band—all  our  Saxon  ancestors  would  disown  us  were 
we  to  treat  of  a  new  union  for  her  ere  tlie  grave 
of  him  she  should  have  wedded— him,  so  much  the 
most  worthy  of  her  hand  by  birth  and  ancestry— is 
yet  closed.  The  ghost  of  Alhelstane  himself  would 
Durst  his  bloody  cerements,  and  stand  befure  us  to 
forbid  such  dishonour  to  his  memory." 

It  seemed  as  if  Cedric' s  words  had  raised  a  spectre ; 
for,  scarce  had  he  uttered  them  ere  the  door  flew  open, 
and  Athelstane,  arrayed  in  th/B  garments  of  the  grave, 
stood  before  them,  pale,  haggard,  and  like  something 
arisen  from  the  dead  it 

The  effect  of  this  apparition  on  the  persons  present 
was  utierly  appalling.  Cedric  started  back  as  far  as 
the  wall  01  the  apartment  would  permit,  and,  leaning 
against  it  as  one  unable  to  support  himself,  gazed  on 
the  figure  of  his  friend  with  eyes  that  seemed  fixed, 
and  a  mouth  which  he  appeared  incapable  of  shutting. 
Ivanhoe  crossed  himself,  repeating  prayers  in  Saxon, 
Latin,  or  Norman-French,  as  they  occurred  lo  his 
memory^  iHiHe  Richard  alternately  said  Benedicite^ 
and  swore,  JMortdemavie! 

In  the  mean  time,  a  horrible  noise  was  heard  below 
stairs,  some  crying,  "  Secure  the  treacherous  monks !" 
— others  "Down  with  them  into  the  dungeon!" — 
others,  "Pitch  them  from  the  highest  battlements!" 
.    "In  the  name  of  God!"  saia  Cedric,  addreaeing 

'  *Inftirooai.  ^ 

*  Thero^uKitationof  AtheUtttoe  hu  been  mach  criticiwd.  at 
too  violent  a  breaeh  of  probabilitjr,  oven  for  a  work  of  rach  nw 
tMtic  clivacter.  It  wmi  a  tour-de-fone,  to  whicti  the  author 
wai  eompelled  to  have  recoune^  bj  the  veheroeot  entreaties  of 
hiff  frieiiaand  printer^  who  wai  uicontolable  on  the  Saxon  beiof 
coovejred  to  the  tomb. 


what  seemed  the  spectre  of  his  departed  friend,  **if 
thou  art  mortal,  speak !— if  a  departed  spirit,  say  for 
what  cause  thou  dost  revisit  us,  or  if  I  can  do  aut^t 
that  can  set  thy  spirit  at  repose.— Living  or  dead, 
noblaAthelstane,  speak  to  Cedric !" 

"I  will"  said  the  spectre,  very  composedly,  "when 
1  have  collected  breath,  and  when  you  give  me  time 
—Alive,  saidst  thou  ?— I  am  as  much  tlive  as  he  can 
be  who  has  fed  on  bred  and  water  for  three  days, 
which  seem  three  ages— Yes,  bread  and  water,  Father 
Cedric!  By  Heaven  and  all  saints  in  it  better 
food  hath  not  passed  my  weasand  for  three  livelong 
days,  and  by  God's  providence  it  is  that  I  am  now 
here  to  tell  it." 

"Why,  noble  Athelstane,"  said  the  Black  Knight. 
"  I  myself  saw  you  btruck  down  by  the  fierce  Tem- 
plar towards  the  end  of  the  storm  at  TorquiIston&  and 
as  I  thought,  and  Wamba  reported,  your  skuu  ^as 
cloven  through  the  teeth." 

"  V'ou  thought  amiss,  Sir  Knight,"  said  A-thelstaoe. 
"  and  Wamba  lied.    My  teeth  are  m  good  order,  ana 
that  my  supper  shall  presently  find— No  thanks  to  the 
Templar  though,  whose  sword  tiu-ned  in  his  hand,  so 
that  the  blade  struck  me  flatlings,  being  averted  by 
the  handle  of  the  good  mace  with  which  I  warded  the 
blow:  had  my  steel-cap  been  on,  I  had  not  valued  it 
a  rush,  and  had  dealt  him  such  a  counter-buff  as 
would  have  spoilt  his  retreat.    But  as  it  was,  (Jown 
I  went_,  stunned,  indeed,  but  unwounded.    Others,  of 
both  sides,  were  beaten  down  and  slaughtered  above 
me,  so  that  I  never  recovered  my  senses  until  I  fotmd 
myself  in  a  cofiin  (an  open  one,  by  good  luck),  placed 
before  the  altar  of  the  church  of  Saint  Edmund's. 
I  sneezedrepeatedly— groaned— awakened,  and  would 
have  aiisen,  when  the  Sacristan  and  Abbot,  full  of 
terror  came  running  at  the  noise,  surprised,  doubtless, 
and  no  way  pleas^  to  find  the  man  alive,  whose 
heirs  they  had  proposed  themselves  to  be.    I  asked 
for  wine— they  gave  me  some,  but  it  must  have  been 
highly  medicated,  for  I  slept  yet  more  deeply  than  be- 
fore, and  wakened  not  for  many  hours.    I  found  ray 
arms  swathed  down— my  feet  tied  so  fast  that  mine 
ankles  ache  at  the  very  remembrance— the  place  was 
utterly  dark— the  oubliette,  as  I  suppose,  of  their  ac- 
cursed convent,  and  from  the  close,  stifled  damp  smell. 
I  conceive  it  is  also  used  for  a  place  of  sepulture.  I  had 
strange  thoughts  of  what  had  befallen  me,  when  the 
door  of  mydungeon  creaked,  and  two  villain  monks 
entered.    Thev  would  have  persuaded  me  I  was  in 
purgatory,  butl  knew  too  well  the  purs}'  short-breath- 
ed voice  of  the  Father  Abbot.— Saint  Jeremy  !  how 
different  from  that  tone  with  which  he  used  to  ask  me 
for  another  slice  of  the  haunch  !— the  dog  has  feasted 
with  me  horn  Christmas  to  Twelfth-night." 

"  Have  patience,  noble  Athelstane,"  said  the  King; 
"take  breath— tell  your  story  at  leisure— beshrew  mo 
but  such  a  tale  is  as  well  worth  listening  to  as  a  ro- 
mance. 

"Ay  but,  by  the  rood  of  Bromeholm,  there  was  no 
romance  in  the  matter!"  said  Athelstane.— "A  bar: 
ley  loaf  and  a  pitcher  of  water— that  they  gave  me, 
the  niggardly  traitors,  whom  my  father,  and  I  myself, 
had  enriched,  when  their  best  resources  were  the 
flitches  of  bacon  and  measures  of  corn,  out  of  which 
I  hey  wheedled  poor  serfs  and  bondsmen,  in  exchange 
for  their  pravcrs— the  nest  of  foul  ungrateful  vipers— 
baHcy  bread  and  ditch  water  to  8U(*h  a  patron  as  I 
hnd  been !  I  will  smoke  them  out  of  their  nest,  tliough 
I  be  excommunicated !" 

"  But,  in  the  name  of  Our  Lady,  noble  Athelstane," 
said  Cedric,  grasping  the  hand  of  his  friend,  "  how 
didst  thou  escape  this  imminent  danger?— did  their 
hearts  relent?" 

"Did  their  hearts  relent!"  echoed  Athelstane— 
"Do  rocks  melt  with  the  sun?  I  should  have  been 
there  still,  had  not  some  stir  in  the  Convent,  which  I 
find  was  their  procession  hitherward  to  eat  my  fone- 
ral  feast,  when  they  well  knew  how  and  where  I  had 
been  buried  alive,  summoned  the  swarm  out  df  their 
hive.  I  heard  them  droning  out  their  death-psalms, 
little  judging  they  were  sung  in  respect  for  my  soul  by 
those  who  were  thus  famishing  my  body.  They  went, 
however,  and  I  waited  long  for  food— no  wonder— the 
gouty  Sacristan  was  even  too  busy  with  his  own  pro- 
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yeoder  to  mind  mine.  At  length  down  he  came, 
with  an  unstable  step  and  a  strong  flavoor  of  wine 
and  spice9  about  his  person.  Good  cheer  had  opened 
his  heart,  for  be  left  roe  a  nook  of  pasty  and  a  flask  of 
wine,  instead  of  mv  former  fare.  I  ate,  drank,  and 
was  mvigorated ;  when,  to  add  to  my  good  luck,  the 
Sacristan,  too  totty  to  discharge  his  duty  of  tumkev 
fitly,  locked  the  door  beside  the  staple,  so  that  it  fell 
ajar.  The  light,  the  food,  the  wine,  set  my  invention 
to.work.  The  staple  to  which  mv  chains  were  fixed, 
was  more  rusted  than  I  or  the  villain  Abbot  had  sup- 
posed. Even  iron  could  not  remain  without  con- 
tamine  in  the  damps  of  that  infernal  dungeon." 

^Take  breath,  noble  Athelstane,"  said  Richard. 
*"  and  partake  ot  some  refreshment,  ere  you  proceed 
with  a  tale  so  dreadful." 

**  Partake  I"  quoth  Athelstane;  "I  have  been  par- 
takijig  five  times  to-day — and  yet  a  morsel  of  that 
saToury  ham  were  not  altogether  foreign  to  the  mat- 
ter; and  1  pray  yon,  fair  sir,  to  do  me  reason  in  a  cup 
of  wine." 

Thegoests,  though  still  agape  with  astonishment, 
pietkea  their  resuscitated  landlord,  who  thus  pro- 
eeeded  in  his  story : — ^He  had  indeed  now  many  more 
mditoi*  than  those  to  whom  it  was  commenced,  for 
Edith,  having  given  certain  necessary  orders  for 
ananging  matters  within  the  Castle,  had  followed 
the  dead  ahve  up  to  the  stranger's  apartment,  at- 
ta^ed  by  as  many  of  the  guests,  male  and  female,  as 
could  squeeze  into  the  small  room,  while  others, 
crowding  the  staircase,  caug[ht  up  an  erroneous  edi- 
tion of  the  sto^,  and  transmitted  it  still  more  inaccu- 
rately to  those  beneath,  who  again  sent  it  forth  to  the 
vnlgar  without,  in  a  fashion  totally  irreconcilable  to 
^  real  fact.  Athelstane,  however,  went  on  as  fol- 
lows, with  the  history  of  his  escape : — 

"Finding  myself  freed  from  the  staple,  I  dragged 

myself  up  stairs  as  well  as  a  man  loaded  with  shack- 

m,  and  emaciated  with  fasting,  might;  and  after 

mch  groping  about,  I  was  at  length  directed,  by  the 

nnxl  of  a  jolly  roundelay,  to  the  apartment  where 

(iw  worthy  Sacristan,  an  it  so  please  ve,  was  holding 

a  devil's  mass  with  a  huge  beeile-Drowed,  broad- 

t^Hxddered  brother  of  the  gray-frock  and  cowl,  who 

bokfid  much  more  like  a  tnief  than  a  clei^man.    I 

borst  in  upon  them,  and  the  fashion  of  my  grave- 

ciothes,  as  weir  as  the  clanking  of  my  chains,  made 

me  more  resemble  an  inhabitant  of  the  other  world 

than  of  this.  Both  stood  aghast :  but  when  I  knocked 

down  the  Sacristan  with  my  fist,  the  other  fellow, 

his  pot-companion,  fetched  a  olow  at  me  with  a  huge 

quartcr-staft" 

"This  mast  bo  our  Priar  Tuck,  for  a  count's  ran- 
som/' said  Richard,  looking  at  Ivanhoe. 

"He  may  be  the  devil,  an  he  will,"  said  Athelstane. 
** Fortunately  he  missed  the  aim:  and  on  my  ap- 
proaching to  ^pple  with  him,  took  to  his  heels  and 
ranibr  it    I  faded  not  to  set  my  own  heels  at  liberty  by 
meansof  thefetter-key.  which  hung  amont?st  others  at 
tne  sexton's  belt ;  and  I  had  thoughts  of  beating  out 
(he  knave's  brains  with  a  bunch  of  keys,  but  grati- 
ttade  for  the  nook  of  pasty  and  the  flask  of  wine  which 
the  rascal  had  imparted  to  my  captivity,  came  over 
my  heart;  so,  with  a  brace  of  hearty  kicks.  I  left  him 
on  the  floor,  pouched  some  baked  meat,  and  a  leathern 
bottle  of  wine,  with  which  the  two  venerable  brethren 
had  been  regaling,  went  to  the  stable,  and  found  in  a 
private  stall,  mine  own  best  palfrev,  which,  doubtless, 
had  been  set  apart  for  the  noly  Father  Abbot's  par- 
ticcUr  use.    Hither  I  came  with  all  the  speed  the 
betft  cocdd  compass— man  and  mother's  son  flying 
befere  me  wherever  1  came,  taking  me  for  a  spectre, 
the  more  especially  as,  to  prevent  my  being  recognised, 
I  drew  the  corpse-hood  over  my  face.    I  had  not 
sained  adim'ttanoe  into  my  castle,  had  I  not  been  sup- 
posed to  be  the  attendant  of  a  juggler  who  is  making 
^  people  in  the  castle-yard  very  merry,  considering 
^  are  assembled  to  celebrate  their  lord's  funeral— 
/  say  the  sewer  thought  I  was  dressed  to  bear  a  part 
in  the  tregetour's  mummery,  and  so  I  got  admission, 
and  did  bat  disclose  mjrseli  to  my  mother,  and  eat  a 
hasty  morsel  ere  I  came  in  quest  of  you,  my  noble 
foeod." 
''And  yoo  have  foond  me,"  sak)  Codric,  "  ready  to 


resume  our  brave  projects  of  honour  and  liberty, 
tell  thee,  never  will  dawn  a  morrow  so  auspicious 


the 
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*'  Talk  not  to  me  of  delivering  any  on&"  said  Athel- 
stane ;  "  it  is  well  I  am  delivered  myselt  I  am  more 
intent  on  punishing  that  villain  Abbot.  He, shall 
hang  on  the  top  of  this  castle  of  Coningsbiirgh,  in  his 
cope  and  stole ;  and  if  the  stairs  be  too  strait  to  admit 
his  fat  carcass,  I  will  have  him  craned  up  from  widi- 
out." 

"But,  my  son,"  saki  Edith,  " consider  his  sacred 
office." 

"  Consider  my  three  days'  fast,"  replied  Athelstane; 
"  I  will  have  their  blood  every  one  of  them.  Front- 
de-BcBuf  was  burnt  alive  for  a  less  matter,  for  he  kept 
a  good  table  for  his  prisoners,  only  put  too  much  garfic 
in  nis  last  dish  of  pottage.  But  these  hypocritical, 
ungrateful  slaves,  so  often  the  self-invited  flatterers  at 
my  board,  who  gave  me  neither  pottage  nor  garlic, 
more  or  less,  they  die,  by  the  soul  of  Hengist !" 

"  But  the  Pope,  my  noble  friend,"--said  Cedric 

"  But  the  devil,  my  noble  friend,'  —answered  Athel- 
stane; "  they  die,  and  no  more  of  them.  Were  they 
the  best  monks  upon  earth,  the  world  would  go  on 
without  them." 

"  For  shame,  noble  Athelstane,"  said  Cedric;  "  f9r- 
get  such  wretches  in  the  career  of  glory  which  lies 
open  fcNefore  thee.  Tell  this  Norman  prince,  Richard 
of  Anjou,  that,  lion-hearted  as  he  is.  he  shall  not  hold 
umiiaputed  the  throne  of  Alfred,  while  a  male  descend- 
ant of  the  Holy  Confessor  lives  to  dispute  it." 

"How!"  said  Athelstane,  "is  this  the  noble  King 
Richard?"  .,^  ,  . 

"  It  is  Richard  Plantagenet  himself,"  said  Ccdnc ; 
"yet  I  need  not  remind  thee  that,  commg  hither  a 
guest  of  free-will,  he  may  neither  be  injured  nor  de- 
tained prisoner— thou  well  knowest  thy  duty  to  him  as 
his  host"  „      ,        _ 

"  Ay,  by  my  feith  I"  said  Athelstane ;  "and  my  duty 
as  a  subiect  nesides,  for^I  here  tender  him  my  alle- 
giance, heart  and  hAnd."  ^,  , .  ,         ,  ,  ,  .       .;, 

"  My  son,"  said  Edith,  "think  on  thy  royal nghts  !'* 

"'Think  on  the  freedom  of  England,  degenerate 
Prince !"  said  Cedric. 

"  Mother  and  friend,"  said  Athelstane,  "  a  truce  to 
your  upbraidings— brf  ad  and  water  and  a  dungeon 
are  marvellous  mortifiers  of  ambition,  and  I  rise  from 
the  tomb  a  wiser  man  than  I  descended  into  it.  One 
half  of  those  vain  follies  were  puffed  into  mine  ear  by 
that  perfidious  Abbot  Wolfi^mi  and  you  may  now 
judge  if  he  is  a  counsellor  to  be  trusted.    Since  these 

Elots  were  set  in  agitation,  I  have  had  nothing  but 
urried  journeys,  indigestions,  blows  and  bruises,  im- 
prisonments and  starvation;  besides  that  they  can 
only  end  in  the  murder  of  some  thousands  ot  quiet 
folk.  I  tell  you,  I  will  be  king  in  my  own  domains, 
and  nowhere  else :  and  my  first  act  ot  dominion  shall 
be  to  hang  the  Abbot." 

"And  my  ward  Rowena,"  said  Cedric— "I  trust 
you  intend  not  to  desert  her  ?" 

"  Father  Cedric,"  said  Athelstane,  "  be  reasonable. 
TTie  Lady  Rowena  cares  not  for  me — she  loves  the 
little  finger  of  my  kinsman  Wilfred's  glove  better  ihan 
my  whole  person.  There  she  stands  to  avouch  it- 
Nay,  blush  not,  kinswoman,  there  is  no  shame  in  lov- 
ing a  courtly  knight  better  than  a  country  franklin— 
and  do  not  laugh  neither,  Rowena,  for  grave-clothes 
and  a  thin  visage  are,  God  knows,  no  matter  of  mer- 
riment—Nay,  an  thou  wilt  needs  laugh,  I  will  find 
thee  a  better  jest— Give  me  thy  hand^  or  rather  lend  it 
me,  for  I  but  ask  it  in  the  way  of  friendship.— Here, 
cousin  Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe,  in  thy  favour  I  renounce 

and  abjure Hey!  by  Saint  Dunstan,  our  cousin 

Wdfred  hath  vanished !— Yet,  unless  my  eyes  are  still 
dazzled  with  the  fasting  I  have  undergone,  I  saw  him 
stand  there  but  even  now."  .    ,  ^     ,      i 

All  now  looked  around  and  inquu^d  for  Ivanhoe, 
but  he  had  vanished.  It  was  at  length  discovered 
that  a  Jew  had  been  to  qeek  him ;  and  that,  after  very 
brief  conference,  he  had  called  for  Gurth  and  his 
armour,  and  had  left  the  castle.  ..      1 1 

"Fair  cousin,"  said  Athelstane  to  Rowena,  " could 
I  think  that  this  sudden  disappearance  of  tvanbod 
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was  occasioned  by  other  than  the  weii^tieat  reaton, 
I  would  myself  reaume" 

But  he  had  no  sooner  let  go  her  hand,  on  first  ob- 
serving that  Ivanhoe  had  disappeared,  than  Rowena, 
who  had  found  her  situation  extremely  embarrasamg, 
had  taken  the  first  opportunity  to  escape  firom  the 
apartment. 

"Certainly,"  quoth  Athelstane,  "women  are  the 
least  to  be  trusted  of  all  animals,  monks  and  abbots 
excepted.  I  am  an  infidel,  if  I  expected  not  thanks  from 
her,  and  perhaps  a  kiss  to  boot— These  cursed  grave- 
clothes  have  surely  a  spell  on  them,  every  one  flies 
from  me.— To  you  1  turn,  noble  King  Richard,  with 
the  vows  of  allegiance,  which,  as  a  liege-subject" 

But  King  Richard  was  gone  also,  and  no  one  knew 
whither.  At  length  it  was  learned  that  he  had  hasten- 
ed to  the  court-yard,  summoned  to  his  nresence  the 
Jew  who  had  spoken  with  Ivanhoe,  ana  after  a  mo- 
ment's speech  with  him,  had  called  vehemently  to 
horse,  thrown  himself  upon  a  steed,  compelled  the 
Jew  to  mount  another,  and  set  off  at  a  rate,  which, 
according  to  Wamba,  rendered  the  old  Jews  neck 
not  worth  a  penny's  purchase. 

"Bv  my  halidome  r  said  Athelstane,  "it  is  certain 
that  Zernebock  hath  possessed  himself  of  my  castle 
in  my  absence.  I  return  in  mv  grave-clothes,  a  pledge 
restored  from  the  very  sepulchre,  and  every  one  I 

S>eak  to  vanishes  as  soon  as  they  hear  my  voice  !— 
ut  it  skills  not  talking  of  it.  Come,  my  friends— 
such  of  you  as  are  left,  fellow  me  to  the  banquet-hall, 
lest  any  more  of  us  disappear— it  is,  I  trust,  as  yet 
tolerably  furnished,  as  becomes  the  obsequies  of  an 
ancient  Saxon  noble;  and  should  we  tarry  any  longer, 
who  knows  but  the  devil  may  fly  ofl!'  with  the  supper  T* 


CHAPTER  XLi;i. 

Be  Mowbray's  gini  go  heavy  in  hit  bofom, 
That  they  may  break  hit  foamiuf  counwr's  bade. 
And  throw  the  rider  headlong  in  the  lista, 
A  caitiff  recreant  I 

RkkarilL 

Our  scene  now  returns  to  the  exterior  of  the  Castle, 
or  Preceotory,  of  Templestowa  about  the  hour  when 
the  bloody  die  was  to  be  cast  for  the  life  or  death  of 
Rebecca.  It  was  a  scene  of  bustle  and  life,  as  if  the 
whole  vicinity  had  poured  forth  its  inhabitants  to  a 
village  wake,  or  rural  feast.  But  the  earnest  deaue  to 
look  on  blood  and  death,  is  not  peculiar  to  those  dark 
ages;  though  in  the  gladiatorial  exercise  of  single 
combat  and  general  tourney,  they  were  habituateoto 
the  bloody  spectacle  of  brave  men  falling  by  each 
other's  hands.  Even  in  our  own  days,  when  morals 
are  better  understood,  an  execution,  a  bruisinK  match, 
a  riot,  or  a  meeting  of  radical  reformers,  coUects,  at 
considerable  hazard  to  themselves,  immense  crowds 
of  spectators,  otherwise  little  interested,  except  to  see 
how  matters  are  to  be  conducted,  or  whether  the 
heroes  of  the  day  are,  in  the  heroic  language  of  insur- 
gent tailors,  flints  or  dunghills. 

The  eyes,  therefore,  of  a  very  considerable  multitude, 
were  bent  on  the  gate  of  the  Preceptory  of  Temple- 
Btowe,  with  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the  procession : 
while  still  greater  numbers  had  already  surrounded 
the  tiltyard  belonging  to  that  estabhshroent.  This 
enclosure  was  formecT  on  a  piece  of  level  ground  ad- 
joining to  the  Preceptory,  which  had  been  level- 
led with  care,  for  the  exercise  of  military  and  chi- 
valrous sports.  It  occupied  the  brow  of  a  soft  and 
gentle  emmence,  was  carefiilly  palisaded  around,  and, 
as  the  Tt-mplars  willingly  invited  specutors  to  be  wit- 
nesses of  their  skill  in  feats  of  chivalry,  was  amply 
tupplied  with  galleries  and  benches  for  tneir  use. 

On  the  present  occasion,  a  throne  was  erected  for 
the  Orana  Master  at  the  east  end,  surrotmded  with 
■eats  of  distinction  for  the  Preceptors  and  Knights  of 
the  Order.  Over  these  floated  the  sacred  standard, 
called  Le  Beau-Bcant^  which  vtras  the  ensign,  as  iCs 
name  was  the  battle-cry,  of  the  Templars. 

At  the  opposite  end  of  the  Lists  was  a  pile  of  faggots, 
80  arranged  arotmd  a  stake,  deeply  fixed  in  the 
ground,  as  to  leave  a  space  for  the  victim  whom  they 
were  destined  to  consume,  to  enter  within  the  fatal 
circle^  in  order  to  be  chained  to  the  stake  by  the  fet- 


ters which  hung  ready  for  that  purpose.  Beade  thi» 
deadly  apparatus  stood  four  black  slaves,  whose 
colour  ana  African  features,  then  so  little  known  in 
England,  appalled  the  multitude,  who  gazed  on  them 
as  on  demons  employed  about  their  own  diabolical 
exercises.  These  men  stirred  not,  excepting  now  and 
then,  under  the  direction  of  one  who  seemed  their 
chief,  to  shift  and  replace  the  readv  fuel.  They  looked 
not  on  the  multitude.  In  fact,  thev  seemed  msensi- 
ble  of  their  presence,  and  of  every  thing  save  the  dis- 
charee  of  ^tneir  own  horrible  duty.  And  when,  in 
speech  with  each  other,  they  expanded  their  blubber 
lips,  and  showed  their  white  fangs,  as  if  they  grinned 
at  the  thoughts  of  the  expected  tra^y,  the  startled 
commons  could  scarcely  help  believing  that  thev 
weVe  actually  the  famihar  spirits  with  whom  the  witch 
had  communed,  and  who,  her  time  being  out,  stood 
ready  to  assist  in  her  dreadful  punishment  They 
whispered  to  each  other,  and  communicated  all  the 
feats  which  Satan  had  performed  during  that  busy 
and  unhappy  period,  not  failing,  of  course,  to  give  the 
devil  rather  more  than  his  due. 

"  Have  you  not  heard,  Father  Dennet,'*  quoth  one 
boor  to  another  advanced  in  years,  "  that  the  devil  has 
carried  away  bodily  the  great  Saxon  Thane,  Athel- 
stane of  Coningsburgh  ?'* 

"  Ay,  but  he  brou^t  hun  back  though,  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God  jind  Saint  DunstatL*' 

How's  that?"  said  a  brisk  young  fdlow,  dressed 
in  a  green  cassock  embrmdered  with  gold,  and  having 
at  his  heels  a  stout  lad  bearinga  harp  upon  his  back, 
which  betrayed  his  vocation.  The  minstrel  seemed  of 
no  vulgar  rank;  for.  besides  the  q;>lendour  of  his 
gayly  broidercd  doublet,  he  wore  around  his  neck  a 
ulver  chain,  by  which  hung  the  wrtsL  or  key,  with 
which  he  timed  his  harp.  ■  On  his  right  arm  was  a 
silver  plate,  which,  instead  of  bearing,  as  usual,  the 
cognizance  or  badge  of  the  baron  to  whose  family  he 
belonged,  had  barely  the  word  Sherwood  msraved 
upon  It.—"  How  mean  you  by  that  ?"  said  the  gay 
Mmstrel,  mingling  in  the  conversation  of  the  pea- 
sants ;  *'  I  came  to  seek  one  subject  for  my  rhyme,  and, 
by'r  Lady,  I  were  glad  to  find  two." 

"It is  well  avouched,"  said  the  elder  peasant,  **  that 
after  Athelstane  of  Coningsburgh  had  been  dead 
four  weeks" 

"That  is  impossible,"  said  the  Minstrel:  "  I  saw 
him  in  life  at  the  Passage  of  Arms  at  Ashoy-de-la- 
Zouche." 

**Dead,  however,  be  was,  or  else  translated,"  said 
the  younger  peasant ;  "  for  I  heard  the  Monks  of  Saint 
Edmund^s  smging  the  death's  hymn  for  him ;  and, 
moreover  there  was  a  rich  death-meal  and  dole  at  the 
Castle  of  Coningsburgh.  as  right  was:  and  thither 

had  I  gone,  but  for  Mabel  Parkins,  who'* 

,  "  Ay,  dead  was  Athelstane,"  said  the  old  man.  shak- 
m^  his  head,  "  and  the  more  pity  it  was,  ibr  Uke  old 
Saxon  blood" 

"But,  your  story,  my  masters— your  story,"  said  the 
Minstrel,  somewhat  impatiently. 

"Ay,  ay— construe  us  the  story,"  said  a  burly  Priar, 
who  stood  beside  them,  leaning  on  a  pole  that  exhi- 
bited an  appearance  between  a  pilgrim's  stafl*  and  a 
quarter-Stan,  and  probably  acted  as  either  when  occa- 
sion served,—"  Your  story,"  said  the  stalwart  church- 
inan :  "  bum  not  daylight  about  it— we  have  short 
tmie  to  spare." 

"An  please  your  reverence,"  said  Dennet,  **a 
dnmken  priest  came  to  visit  the  Sacristan  at  Saint 
KdmundV 

"  It  does  not  please  my  reverence,"  answered  the 
churchman,  "  that  there  should  be  such  an  animal  as 
a  drunken  priest,  or,  if  there  were,  that  a  layman 
should  so  roeak  him.  Be  mannerly,  my  friend,  and 
conclude  the  holy  man  only  wrapt  in  meditation, 
which  makes  the  nead  dizzy  and  foot  unsteady,  as  if 
the  stomach  were  filled  with  new  wine— I  have  felt 
it  myself." 

"Well,  then,"  answered  Father  Dennet,  "a  holy 
brother  came  to  visit  the  Sacristan  at  Saint  Ed- 
mund's--a  sort  of  hedge-priest  is  the  visiter,  and  kills 
half  the  deer  that  are  stolen  in  the  forest,  who  loves 
the  tinkling  of  a  pint-pot  better  than  the  sacring-bcll. 
and  deems  a  flitch  of  bacon  worth  ten  of  his  br«viary ; 
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for  the  rest,  a  good  fellow  and  a  mernr.  who  will 
ISoarish  a  quarter-stafii  draw  a  bow,  and  dance  a 
Cheshire  round,  with  e'er  a  man  in  Yorkshire." 

"*  That  last  part  of  thy  speech,  Dennet,"  said  the 
Minstrel,  **  has  saved  thee  a  rib  or  twain." 

**Taah,  roan,  I  fear  him  not,"  said  Dennet ;  "  I  am 
•oroewhat  old  and  stifi|  but  when  I  fought  for  the 
bell  and  ram  at  Doncaster" 

'*  But  the  stoiy^-the  story,  my  friend,"  again  said 
the  Minstrel 

**  Why,  the  tale  is  bat  this— Athelstane  of  Conings- 
bor^  was  buried  at  Saint  Edmund's." 

** That's  a  lie,  and  a  loud  one,"  said  the  Friar,  "  for 
1  saw  him  borne  to  his  own  Castle  of  Coningsburgh." 

"  Nay^  then,  e'en  tell  the  story  yourself,  my  mas- 
ters," said  Dennet,  turning  sulky  at  these  repeated 
oootrmdictions ;  and  it  was  with  some  difficulty  that 
the  boor  could  be  prevailed  on,  by  the  request  of  his 
comrade  and  the  minstrel,  to  renew  his  tale.—"  These 
two  9obcr  friars,"  said  he  at  length,  "  since  this  reve- 
read  man  will  needs  have  them  such,  had  continued 
drinking  good  ale,  and  wine,  and  what  not,  for  the 
best  part  of  a  summer's  day,  when  thev  were  aroused 
by  a  deep  gi^an,  and  a  clanking  of  chains,  and  the 
figure  or  the  deceased  Athelstane  entered  the  apart- 
ment, saying,  'Ye evil  sh^herds j' " 

*'It  is  false,"  said  the  Friar,  hastily,  "he  never 
spoke  a  word." 

**  So  ho !  Friar  Tuck,"  said  the  Minstrel,  drawing 
him  apart  from  the  rustics ;  "  we  have  started  a  new 
bare,  I  find." 

"I  tell  thee,  Allan-a-Dale,"  said  the  H^mit,  "I 
saw  Athelstane  of  Coningsbnr^  as  much  as  bodily 
eyes  ever  saw  a  living  man.  He  had  his  shroud  oil 
and  sJl  about  him  smelt  of  the  sepulchre— A  butt  of 
stdL  will  not  wash  it  out  of  my  memory." 

"* Pshaw  I"  answered  the  Minstrel;  "  thou  dost  but 
jest  with  me  f* 

**  Never  believe  me,"  said  the  Friar,  "  an  I  fetohed 
not  a  knock  at  him  with  mv  ouarter-staif  that  would 
have  felled  an  ox,  and  it  glided  through  his  body  as  it 
might  through  a  pillar  of  smoke  I" 

^Bv  Saim  Hubert,"  said  the  Minstrel,  "  but  it  is  a 
wonfmNis  tale,  and  fit  to  be  put  in  metre  to  the  an- 
cient tone,  *  Sorrow  came  to  the  old  Friar.' " 

**Laiigfa,  if  ye  list,"  said  Friar  Tuck;  **but  an  ye 
catch  me  singing  on  such  a  themes  may  the  next 
ghost  or  devil  carry  me  off  with  him  headlong !  No, 
no— I  instantly  formed  the  purpose  of  assistinft  at 
some  good  work,  such  as  the  burnina  of  a  witcn,  a 
jndidar  combat,  or  the  like  matter  m  godly  service, 
and  therefore  am  I  here." 

As  they  thus  conversed,  the  heavy  bell  of  the  church 
of  Saint  Michael  of  Templestowe,  a  venerable  bufld- 
in^  situated  in  a  hamlet  at  some  distance  firom  the 
PreceDtory,  broke  short  their  argument  One  by  one 
the  sullen  soamls  fell  successively  on  the  ear,  leaving 
bat  sufficient  space  for  each  to  die  away  in  distant 
eehoL  ere  the  air  was  again  filled  by  repetition  of  the 
ironknelL  These  sounda  the  signal  or  the  approach- 
mg  cereoioBV,  chilled  with  awe  the  hearts  of  the  as- 
sembled multitude,  whose  eyes  were  now  turned  to 
the  Preoeptory,  exi>ecting  the  approach  of  the  Ghand 
Master,  the  champbn,  and  the  criminal. 
.At  length  the  drawbridge  fell,  the  gates  opened,  and 
a  knkht,  bearing  the  great  standardof  the  Order,  sal- 
uei  from  the  castle,  preceded  by  six  trumpets,  and 
followed  by  the  Knights  Preceptors,  two  and  two,  the 
Grand  Master  conung  hist,  mounted  on  a  stately 
horeeL  whose  furniture  was  of  the  simplest  kind.  Be- 
hind him  came  Brian-de-Bois-Ouilbert,  armed  cap-a- 
pie  in  bright  armour,  but  withom  his  lance,  shield,  and 
sword,  which  were  borne  by  his  two  esquires  behind 
mm.  His  face,  though  partly  hidden  by  a  long  pfaime 
which  floated  down  m>m  his harret-cap,  bore  a  strong 
and  mnng^  expression  of  passion,  m  which  pride 
ieemed  to  contend  with  irresohition.  He' looked 
ghastly  pale,  as  if  he  had  not  slept  for  several  nic;hts, 
jet  remed  his  pawing  war-horse  with  the  habitual 
esse  and  grace  proper  to  the  best  lance  of  the  Order 
of  the  Temple.  His  general  appearance  was  grand 
m  commanding;  but,  looking  at  him  with  atten- 
tion, men  read  that  in  his  dark  featiires,-^m  which 
they  wiUmgly  withdrew  their  eyes. 


On  either  side  rode  Conrade  of  Mont-Fitchet,  and 
Albert  de  Malvoisin,  who  acted  as  la^odfathers  to  the 
champion.  They  were  in  their  robes  of  peace,  the 
white  dress  of  the  Order.  Behind  them  followed 
other  Comp'anions  of  the  Temple,  with  a  long  train 
of  eequiree  and  pages  clad  in  black,  aspirants  to  the 
honour  of  being  one  day  Knigh ts  of  the  Order.  After 
these  neophytes  came  a  guara  of  warders  on  foot,  in 
the  same  sable  hvery,  amidst  whose  partisans  mikht 
be  seen  the  pale  form  of  the  accused,  moving  with  a 
slow  but  undismayed  step  towards  the  scene  of  her 
fate.  She  was  striot  of  all  her  ornaments,  lest  per- 
chance there  should  be  among  them  some  of  those 
amulets  which  Satan  was  supposed  to  bestow  upon 
his  victims,  to  deprve  them  of  the  power  of  confes- 
sion even  when  under  the  torture.  A  coarse  white 
dress,  of  the  simplest  form,  had  been  substimted  for 
her  Oriental  garments ;  yet  there  was  such  an  exqui- 
site mixture  of  courage  and  resignation  in  her  look, 
that  even  in  this  garb,  and  with  no  other  ornament 
than  her  long  black  tresses,  each  eye  w^t  that  looked 
upon  her,  and  the  most  hardened  bigot  regretted  the 
fate  that  had  converted  a  creature  so  goodly  into  a 
vessel  of  wrath,  and  a  waged  slave  of  the  devil. 

A  crowd  of  inferior  personages  belonging  to  the 
Preoeptory  followed  the  victim,  all  moving  with  the 
utmost  order,  with  arms  folded,  and  kx>ks  oent  upon 
theground. 

This  slow  procession  moved  up  the  gentle  emi- 
nenc(\  on  the  summit  of  which  was  the  tiftyard,  and, 
entering  the  lists,  marched  once  around  them  from 
right  to  left:  and  when  they  had  completed  the  circle, 
made  a  halt  There  was  then  a  momentary  bustle, 
while  the  Grand  Master  and  all  his  attendants,  ex- 
cepting the  champion  and  his  godfathers,  dismounted 
from  their  horses,  which  were  immediately  removed 
out  of  the  lists  by  the  esquires,  who  were  m  attend- 
ance for  that  purpose. 

The  unfortunate  Rebecca  was  conducted  to  the 
bladk  chair  placed  near  the  pile.  On  her  first  glance 
at  the  terriole  spot  where  preparations  were  making 
for  a  death  alike  dismaying  to  the  mind  and  pain- 
fhl  to  the  body,  she  was  observed  to  shudder  and 
shut  her  eyes,  praying  internally  doubtless,  for  her 
lips  moved  though  no  speech  was  heard.     In  the 

Sace  of  a  minute  she  opened  her  eyes,  looked  fix- 
ly  on  the  pile  as  if  to  familiarize  her  mind  with 
the  object,  and  then  slowly  and  naturally  turned 
away  nor  head. 

Mean  while,  the  Grand  Master  had  assumed  his 
seat ;  and  when  the  chivalry  of  his  order  was  pUced 
around  and  behind  him,  each  m  his  due  rank,  aloud 
and  long  flourish  of  the  trumpets  announced  that  the 
Comt  were  seated  for  judgment  Malvoisin,  then, 
acting  as  godfather  of  the  champion,  stepped  for- 
ward, and  laid  the  glove  of  the  Jewess,  which  was  the 
pledge  of  battle,  at  the  feet  of  the  Grand  Master. 

"valorous  Lord,  and  reverend  Father,"  said  he^ 
"  here  standeth  the  good  Knight  Brian  de  Bois-Guil- 
bert.  Knight  Preceptor  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple, 
who,  by  accepting  the  pledge  of  batde  which  I  now 
by  at  your  reverence's  feet,  hath  become  bound  to  do 
his  devoir  in  combat  .this  day.  to  maintain  that  this 
Jewish  maiden,  by  name  Rebecca,  hath  justly  de* 
served  the  doom  passed  upon  her  in  a  Chapter  of  this 
most  Holy  Order  of  the  Temple  of  Zion,  condemning 
her  to  die  ak  a  sorceress  r-^re,  I  say.  he  standeth, 
such  battle  to  do,  kni^tly  and  honourat>le,  if  such  be 
your  noble  and  sanctified  pleasure." 

"Hath  he  made  oath,^  said  the  Grand  Master, 
"  that  his  quarrel  is  just  and  honourable?  Bring 
forward  the  Crucifix  and  the  Te  igifur.** 

"  Sir,  and  most  reverend  father,"  answered  Mal- 
voisin, readily,  **  our  brother  here  presetit  hath  al- 
ready sworn  to  the  truth  of  his  accusation  in  the 
hand  of  the  good  Knight  Conrade  de  Mont-Fitchet ; 
and  otherwise  he  ought  not  to  be  sworn,  seeing  that 
his  adversary  is  an  unbdiever,  and  may  take  no  oath." 

This  explanation  was  satis&ctory,  to  Albert's  great 
joy ;  for  the  wily  knight  had  foreseen  the  great  diffi- 
cult, or  rather  unpossibility,  of  prevailing  upon  Brian 
de  Bois-Guilbert  to  take  such  an  oath  before  the  as- 
sembly, and  had  invented  this  excuse  to  escape  the 
necessity  of  his  doing  so. 
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The  Grand  Master,  having  allowed  the  apology  of  rider.    I  won  him  in  single  fi^t  from  the  Soldan  of 


Albert  Malvoisin,  commanded  the  herald  no  stand 
forth  and  do  his  devoir.  The  trumpets  then  ajgain 
flourished,  and  a  herald,  stepping  forwaid,  proclamied 
aloud,—"  Oyez,  oyez,  oyez.— Here  standeth  the  good 
Knight,  Sir  Bnan  de  Bois-Guilbert,  ready  to  do  battle 
with  any  knight  of  free  blood,  who  will  sustain  the 
quarrel  allow^  and  allotted  to  the  Jewess  RebeccsL  to 
try  by  champion,  in  respect  of  lawful  essoine  of  her 
own  body ;  and  to  such  champion  the  reverend  and 
valorous  Grand  Master  here  present  allows  a  fair 
field,  and  equal  t)artition  of  sun  tnd  wind,  and  what- 
ever else  appertains  to  a  fair  combat."  The  trumpets 
again  sounded,  and  there  was  a  dead  pause  of  many 
mmutes. 

"No  champion  appears  for  the  appellant,"  said  the 
Grand  Master.  "  Go,  herald,  and  ask  her  whether 
she  expects  any  one  to  do  battle  for  her  in  this  her 
cause."  The  herald  went  to  the  chair  in  which  Re- 
becca was  seat^  and  Bois-Guilbert  suddenly  turn- 
ing his  horse's  head  toward  that  end  of  the  lists,  in 
spite  of  hints  on  either  side  from  Malvoisin  and  Mont- 
Fitchet,  was  by  the  side  of  Rebecca's  chair  as  soon 
as  the  herald. 

"  Is  this  regular^  and  according  to  the  law  of  com- 
bat ?"  said  Malvoisin,  looking  to  the  Grand  Master. 
►  "Albert  de  MalVoisin,  it  is,"  answered  Beauma- 
noir  i  "  for  in  this  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  God,  we 
may  not  prohibit  parties  from  having  that  communi- 
cation with  each  other,  which  may  best  tend  to  bring 
forth  the  truth  of  the  ouarrel." 

In  the  mean  time,  ine  herald  spoke  to  Rebecca, in 
these  terms :— "  Damsel,  the  Honourable  and  Reve- 
rend the  Grand  Master  demands  of  tHee^  if  thou  art 
prepared  with  a  champion  to  do  battle  this  day  in  thy 
behalf,  or  if  thou  dost  yield  thee  as  one  justly  con- 
demned to  a  deserved  doom  ?" 

"  Say  to  the  Grand  Master,"  replied  Rebecca,  "  that 
I  maintain  my  innocence,  and  do  not  yield  me  as 
justly  condemned,  lest  I  become  guilty  of  mine  own 
blood.  Say  to  him,  that  I  challenge  such  delay  as 
his  forms  will  permit,  to  see  if  God,  wnot>e  opportunity 
b  in  man's  extremity,  will  rai^  me  up  a  deliverer ; 
and  when  such  uttermost  space  is  passed,  may  His 
holy  will  be  done!"  The  herald  retired  to  carry  this 
answer  to  the  Grand  Master. 

"  God  forbid."  said  Lucas  Beaumanoir,  "  that  Jew 
or  Pagan  should  impeach  us  of  injustice !— Until  the 
shadows  be  cast  from  the  west  to  the  eastward,  will 
we  wait  to  see  if  a  champion  shall  appear  for  this  un- 
fortunate woman.  When  the  day  is  so  far  passed,  let 
her  prepare  for  death." 

The  herald  communicated  the  words  of  the  Grand 
Master  to  Rebecca,  who  bowed  her  head  submis- 
sively, folded  her  arms,  and,  looking  up  towards  hea- 
ven, seemed  to  expect  that  aid  from  above  which  she 
could  scarce  promise  herself  from  man.  During  this 
awfiil  pause,  the  voice  of  Bois-Guilbert  broke  upon 
her  ear— it  was  but  a  whisper,  yet  it  startled  ner 
more  than  the  sommons  of  the  herald  had  appeared 
to  do. 
"  Rebecca,"  said  the  Ten.plar,  "  dost  thou  hear  me?" 
"I  have  no  portk>n  in  thee,  cruel,  hard-hearted 
man."  said  the  unfortunate  maiden. 

"Ay,  but  dost  thou  underetand  my  words  1?'  said 
the  Templar ;  "  for  the  sound  of  my  voice  is  frightful 
in  mine  own  ears.  I  scarce  know  on  what  ground 
we  stand,  or  for  what  purpose  they  have  brought  us 
hither.— This  listed  space— that  chair— these  faggots 
—I  know  their  purpose,  and  yet  it  appeara  to  me  like 
something  unreal— the  fearful  jNcture  of  a  vision, 
which  appals  my  sense  with  hideous  fantaaieB,  but 
convinces  not  my  reason." 

"My  mind  and  senses  keep  touch  and  time,"  an- 
twerea  Rebecca,  "  and  tell  me  alike  that  these  faggots 
are  destined  to  consume  my  earthly  body,  and  open  a 
painful  but  a  brief  passage  to  a  better  world." 

"  Dreams,  Rebecca,— dreams,"  answered  the  Tem- 
plar; "idle  visions,  rejected  by  the  wisdom  of  your 
own  wiser  Sadducecs.  Hear  me,  Rebecca,"  be  said, 
proceeding  with  animation  ;  "  a  better  chance  hast 
thou  for  life  and  liberty  than  yonder  knaves  and  do- 
tard dream  of.  Mount  thee  behind  me  on  my  steed 
—on  Zamor,  the  gallant  horae  that  never  faued  his 


Trebizond— mount,  I  say,  behind  me— in  one  abort 
hour  lis  pursuit  and  inquiry  far  bdiind— a  new  world 
of  pleasure  opens  to  thee— to  me  a  new  qsireer  of  fame. 
Let  them  speak  the  doom  which  I  despise,  and  erase 
the  name  of  Bois-Guilbert  from  their  list  of  monas- 
tic slaves  I  I  will  wash  out  with  blood  whatever  blot 
they  may  dare  to  cast  on  my  scutcheon." 

•^Tempter,"  said  Rebecca,  "  begone !— Not  in  this 
last  extremity  canst  thou  move  me  one  hair's-breadth 
from  my  resting  place— surrounded  as  I  am  by  foes, 
I  hold  thee  as  my  worst  and  most  deadly  enemy^ — 
avoid  thee,  in  the  name  of  God !" 

Albert  Malvoisin,  alarmed  and  impatient  at  the 
duration  of  their  conference,  now  advanced  to  inur- 
rupt  it 

Hath  the  maiden  acknowledged  her  guilt  T*  he 
demanded  of  Bois-Guilbert ;  "  or  is  she  resolute  in 
her  denial  7" 

"  She  is  indeed  resolute"  said  Bois-Guilbert. 

"Then,"  said  Malvoisin,  "must  thou,  noble  brother, 
resume  thy  place  to  attend  the  issue— The  shades  are 
changing  on  the  circle  of  the  dial— Come,  brave  Bois- 
Guilbert— come,  thou  hope  of  our  holy  Order,  and  soon 
to  be  its  head." 

As  he  spoke  in  this  soothing  tone,  he  laid  his  hand 
on  the  kmght's  bridle,  as  if  to  lead  him  back  to  his 
station. 

"  False  villain  !  what  meanest  thou  by  thy  hand  on 
my  rein  7"  said  Sir  Brian,  angrily.  And  shaking  off 
his  companion's  grasp,  he  rode  back  to  the  upper  end 
of  the  lists. 

"  There  is  yet  spirit  in  him  "  said  Malvoisin  apart  to 
Mont-Fitchet-  "  were  it  well  directed— but.  like  the 
Greek  fire,  it  bums  whatever  approaches  it," 

The  Judges  had  now  been  two  hours  in  the  lists, 
awaiting  in  vain  the  appearance  of  a  champion. 

"And  reason  good,"  said  Friar  Tuck,  "seeing  she 
is  a  Jewess— and  yet,  by  mine  Order,  it  is  hanithat 
so  young  and  beautiful  a  creature  should  perish  without 
one  blow  being  struck  in  her  behalf !  Were  she  ten 
times  a  witch,  provided  she  were  but  the  least  bit  of  a 
Christian,  my  quarter-staff  should  ring  noon  on  the 
steel  cap  of  yonder  fierce  Templar,  ere  ne  carried  the 
matter  off  thus." 

It  was,  however,  the  general  belief  that  no  one  could 
or  would  appear  for  a  Jewess,  accused  of  sorcery : 
and  the  knights,  instigated  by  Malvoisin,  whispered 
to  each  other,  that  it  was  time  to  declare  the  pledge 
of  Rebecca  forfeited.  At  this  instant  a  knight,  urging 
his  horse  to  speed,  appeared  on  the  plain  advancing 
towards  the  Usts.  A  hundred  voices  exclaimed,  "  A 
champion  I  a  champion !"  And  despite  the  prepos- 
sessions and  prejudices  of  the  multitude,  they  shouted 
unanimously  as  the  knight  rode  into  the  tiltyard.  The 
second  glance,  however,  served  to  destroy  the  hope 
that  his  timely  arrival  had  excited.  His  horse,  urged 
for  many  miles  to  its  utmost  speed,  appeared  to  real 
from  fangue,  and  the  rider,  however  undauntedly  he 
presented  himself  in  the  lists,  either  finm  weakness, 
weariness,  or  both,  seemed  scarce  able  to  support 
himself  in  the  saddle. 

To  the  summons  of  the  herald,  who  demanded  his 
rank,  his  name,  and  puipose,  the  stranger  knight 
answered  readily  and  boldly,  "  I  am  a  good  knight 
and  noble,  come  hither  to  sustain  with  lance  and 
sword  the  just  and  lawful  quarrel  of  this  damsel.  Re- 
becca, daughter  of  Isaac  of  York;  to  uphold  the 
doom  pronounced  against  her  to  be  false  and  truth- 
less, and  to  defy  Su*  Brian  de  Bois-Guilbert^  as  a 
traitor,  murderer,  and  liar ;  as  I  will  prove  in  this  field 
with  my  body  against  his  by  the  aid  of  God.  of  Our 
Lady,  and  ot  Monseignenr  Saint  George,  the  good 
knidit." 

"The  stranger  must  firet  show,"  said  Malvoisin, 
"that  he  is  good  knight,  and  of  honourable  lineage. 
The  Temple  sendeth  not  forth  her  champions  against 
nameleas  men." 

"  My  name,"  said  the  Knight,  raising  his  helmet, 
"  is  better  known,  my  linear  more  pure,  Malvoisin, 
than  thine  own.    I  am  Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe." 

"I  will  not  fight  with  thee  at  present,"  said  the 
Templar,  in  a  changed  and  hollow  voice.  "  Get  thy 
wounds  healed,  purvey  thee  a  better  horse,  and  it  may 
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be  I  will  hold  it  worth  my  while  to  scourge  out  of  thee 
this  boyiah  spirit  of  bravade." 

**  Ha !  proud  Templar,"  said  Ivanhoe,  "  hast  thou 
forgotten  that  twice  dist  thou  fall  before  this  lance  1 
Remember  the  lists  of  Acre— remember  the  Passaoe 
of  Arms  at  Ashby— remember  thy  proud  vaunt  in  the 
halls  of  Rotherwood,  and  the  gage  of  your  gold  chain 
against  my  reliquary,  that  thou  wouldst  do  battle  with 
Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe,  and  recover  the  honour  thou 
hadst  lost !  By  that  reliqiiary,  and  the  holy  relic  it 
contains,  I  willproclaim  thee,  Templar,  a  coward  in 
every  court  in  Europe— in  every  Preceptory  of  thine 
Order— unless  thou  do  bat  tie  without  farther  delay." 

B<n»-Guilbert  turned  his  countenance  irresolutely 
towards  Rebecca,  and  then  exclaimed,  looking 
fiercely  at  Ivanhoe.  "  Dog  of  a  Saxon !  take  thy  lance, 
and  prepare  for  the  death  thou  hast  drawn  upon 
iOee  • 

^  Does  the  Grand  Master  allow  me  the  combat  T 
said  Ivanhoe. 

"*  I  may  not  deny  what  thou  hast  challenged,"  said 
the  Grand  Master,  "provided  the  maiden  accepts 
thee  as  her  champion.  "Yet  I  would  thou  wert  in 
better  plight  to  do  battle.  An  enemy  of  our  Order  hast 
tfaou  ever  Deen,  yet  would  I  have  thee  honourably  met 
with." 

^  Thus— thus  as  I  am,  and  not  otherwise,"  said 
Iranhoe ;  "  it  is  the  judgment  of  God— to  his  keeping 
I  commend  myself.— Rebecca,"  said  he  riding  up 
to  the  fatal  chair,  "dost  thou  accept  of  me  foi;  thy 
champion  f* 

"I  ao,"  she  said—" I  do,"  fluttered  by  an  emotion 
which  the  fear  of  death  had  been  unable  to  produce, 
**I  do  accept  thee  as  the  champion  whom  Heaven 
hath  sent  me.  Yet,  no— no— thy  wounds  are  un« 
cured— Meet  not  that  proud  man— why  shouldst  thou 
perish  also  f* 

But  Ivanhoe  was  alreadv  at  his  post^  and  had 
ck)sed  his  visor,  and  assumed  his  lance.  Bois-Guilbert 
did  the  same ;  and  his  esquire  remarked,  as  he  clapped 
his  visor,i  that  his  face^  which  had,  notwithstanding 
the   variety  of  emotions  by  which  he  had  been 

Sltated,  continued  during  the  whole  morning  of  an 
ly  paleoeas,  was  now  become  suddenly  very  much 
flushed. 

The  herald,  then,  seeing  each  champion  in  his 
place,  upliAed  his  voice,  repeating  thrice— Paites  vos 
deToir$t  preux  dietaliers !  After  the  third  cry,  he 
withdrew  to  one  side  of  the  lists,  and  again  pro- 
claimed, that  none,  on  peril  of  instant  death,  should 
dare,  byword,  cry,  or  action,  to  interfere  with  or  dis- 
turb this  fair  field  of  combat  The  Grand  Master, 
who  held  in  his  hand  the  ga^e  of  battle,  Rebecca's 
Klove,  now  threw  it  into  the  lists,  and  pronounced  the 
fatal  agnal  words,  LaUsez  alter. 

The  trumpets  sounded,  and  the  knights  charged 
each  other  in  fidi  career.  The  weaned  horse  of 
Ivanhoe,  and  its  no  less  exhausted  rider,  went  down, 
as  all  had  expected,  before  the  well-ainied  lance  and 
vigorous  steed  of  the  Templar.  This  issue  of  the 
combat  all  had  foreseen ;  but  although  the  spear  of 
Ivanhoe  did  but,  in  comparison,  touch  the  shield  of 
B<Ms-GmIbert  that  champion^  to  the  astonishment 
of  all  who  beheld  it,  reeled  mhis  saddle,  lost  his 
stirmpi^  and  fell  in  the  lists. 

Ivanhoe,  extricating  himself  from  his  fallen  horse, 
2*[U  soon  on  foot,  hastening  to  mend  his  fortune  with 
his  sword;  but  his  antagonist  arose  not  Wilfi^, 
placmg  hia  foot  on  his  breast,  and  the  sword's  point 
to  his  throat,  commanded  him  to  yield  him,  or  die  on 
the  spot    Bois-Guilbert  returned  no  answer. 

"Slay  him  not,  Sir  Knight"  cried  the  Grand 
Master,  "  unshriven  and  unabsolved— kill  not  body 
and  soul !  We  allow  him  vanquished." 

He  d^cended  into  the  lists,  and  commanded  them 
to  onhelm  the  conauered  champion.  His  eyes  were 
closed— the  dark  red  flush  was  still  on  his  brow.  As 
topy  looked  on  him  in  astonishment  the  eyes  opened 
—hot  they  were  fixed  and  glazed.  The  flush  passed 
^m  his  brow,  and  gave  way  to  the  pallid  hue  of 
death.  Unscathed  by  the  lance  of  his  enemy,  he  had 
died  a  victim  to  the  violence  of  his  own  contending 
passions. 

**  This  is  mdeed  the  judgment  of  God,"  said  the 
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Wmnt  the  first  moments  of  surprise  were  over, 
Wilfi^  of  Ivanhoe  demanded  of  the  Grand  Master, 
as  judge  of  the  field,  if  he  had  manfiilly  and  right- 
fully done  his  dutv  in  the  combat  ? 

*  Manfully  and  rightfully  haih  it  been  done,"  said 
the  Grand  Master ;  '  I  pronounce  the  maiden  free  and 
guilt  ess— The  arms  and  the  body  of  the  deceased 
knight  are  at  the  will  of  the  victor.'* 

.1  will  not  de«>oil  him  of  his  weapons,"  said  the 
Kmght  of  Ivanhoe,  "  nor  condemn  his  corpse  to 
shame— he  hath  fought  for  Christendon— God's  arm, 
no  human  hand,  hath  this  day  struck  him  down. 
But  let  his  obsequies  be  private,  as  becomes  those  of 
a  man  yyho  died  in  an  unjust  quarrel— And  for  the 
maiden" 

He  was  interrupted  by  a  clattering  of  horses'  feet, 
advancing  m  such  numbers,  and  so  rapidly,  as  to 
shake  the  ground  before  them ;  and  the  Black  Knight 
galloped  mio  the  lists.  He  was  followed  by  a  nu- 
merous band  of  men-at-arms,  and  several  kmghts  in 
complete  armour. 

"  1  am  too  late,"  he  said,  looking  around  him.  "  I 
had  doomed  Bois-Guilbert  for  mme  owi^  property. 
—Ivanhoe,  was  this  welL  to  take  on  thee  such  a 
venture,  and  thou  scarce  able  to  keep  thy  saddle  ?" 

"Heaven,  my  Liega"  answered  Ivanhoe,  "hath 
taken  this  proud  man  for  his  victim.  He  was  not  to 
bo  honoured  in  d>ing  as  vour  will  bad  designed." 

"  Peace  be  with  him,'  said  Richard,  looking  stead- 
fastly on  the  corpse,  "  if  it  may  be  so— he  was  a  gal- 
lant knight,  and  has  died  in  his  steel  harness  full 
knightly.  But  we  must  waste  no  time— Bohun,  do 
thine  om< 
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A  knight  stept  forward  from  the  King's  attendants, 
and,  la)ring  his  hand  on  the  shoulder  of  Albert  de 
Malvoisin,  said,  "I  arrest  thee  of  High  Treason." 

The  Grand  Master  had  hitherto  stood  astonished 
at  the  appearance  of  so  many  warriors,- He  now 
spoke. 

"  Who  dares'  to  arrest  a  Knight  of  the  Temple  of 
Zion,  within  the  girth  of  his  own  Preceptory,  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  Grand  Master?  by  whose  autho- 
rity IS  this  bold  outrage  offered  7" 

"  I  make  the  arrest '  replied  the  Knight— "  I,  Henry 
Bohun,  Earl  of  Essex,  Lord  High  Constable  of  Eng- 
land." 

"And  he  arrests  Malvoisin^"  said  the  King,  raising 
his  visor,  "  by  the  order  of  Richard  Plantagcnet  here 
present— Conrade  Mont-Pitchet,  it  is  well  for  thee 
thou  drt  bom  no  subject  of  mine.— But  for  thee,  Md- 
voisin,  thou  diest  with  thy  brother  Philip,  ere  the 
world  be  a  week  older." 

"  I  will  resist  thy  doom,"  said  the  Grand  Master. 

"  Proud  Templar,"  said  the  King,  "  thou  canst  not— 
look  up,  and  behold  the  Royal  Standard  of  England 
floats  over  thy  towers  instead  of  thy  Temple  banner  I 
—Be  wise,  Beaumanoir,  and  make  no  bootless  opposi- 
tion—Thy hand  is  in  the  lion's  mouth." 

"I  will  appeal  to  Rome, against  thee,"  said  the 
Grand  Master,  "  for  usurpation  on  the  immunities  and 
privileges  of  our  Order." 

"Be  it  so,"  said  the  King;  "but  for  thine  own  sake 
tax  me  not  with  usurpation  now.  Dissolve  thyChap- 
ter,  and  depart  with  tny  followers  to  thy  next  Precep- 
tory, (if  thou  canst  find  one,)  which  has  not  been  made 
the  scene  of  treasonable  conspiracy  against  the  King 
of  England— Or,  if  thou  will,  remain,  to  share  our  hos- 
pitality, and  behold  our  justice." 

"  To  be  a  guest  in  the  house  where  I  should  com- 
mand?" said  the  Templar;  "  never!— Chaplains^  raise 
the  Psalm.  Otwre  fremutrunt  Ccnf«#  ?— Kmghts, 
squires,  ana  followers  of  the  Holy  Temple,  prepare  to 
follow  the  banner  of  Beau-seant  /** 

The  Grand  Master  spoke  with  a  dignity  which  con- 
fronted even  that  of  England's  king  himself;  and 
inspired  courage  into  his  surprised  and  dismayed  fol- 
lowers.   Hiey  gathered  around  him  like  the  sheep 
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around  the  watch-dog,  when  they  hear  the  bayini^  of 
the  wolf.  But  they  eTinced  not  the  timidity  ox  the 
scared  flpck— there  were  dark  brows  of  defiance,  and 
looks  which  menaced  the  hostility  they  dared  not  to 
proffer  in  words.  They  drew  together  in  a  dark  line 
of  spears,  from  which  the  white  cloaks  of  the  knights 
were  visible  amonjg  the  dusky  garments  of  their  re- 
tainers, like  the  lighter  coloured  edges  of  a  sable 
cloud.  The  multitude,  who  had  raised  a  clamorous 
shout  of  reprobation,  paused  and  gazed  in  silence  on 
the  formidable  and  experienced  body  to  which  they 
had  unwarily  bade  defiance,  and  shrunk  back  from 
their  front 

The  Earl  of  Essex,  when  he  beheld  them  pause  in 
their  assembled  force,  dashed  the  rowels  into  his  char- 
ger's sides,  and  galloped  backwards  and  forwards  to  ar- 
ray his  followers,  in  opposition  to  a  band  so  formidable. 
Richard  alone,  as  if  he  loved  the  danjger  his  presence 
had  provoked,  rode  slowly  alons^  the  front  of  the  Tem- 
plars, calling  aloud.  "What,  suv!  Among  so  many 
gallant  knights,  will  none  dare  splinter  a  spear  with 
Kichardi— purs  of  the  Temple!  your  ladies  are  but 
sun-burned,  if  they  are  not  worth  the  shiver  of  a 
broken  lance?" 

"The  Brethren  of  the  Temple,"  said  the  Grand 
Master,  riding  forward  in  advance  of  their  body, 
••fight  not  on  such  idle  and  profane  quarrel— and  not 
with  thee,  Richard  of  England,  shall  a  Templar  cross 
lance  m  my  presence.  The  Pope  and  Princes  of  Europe 
shall  judge  our  quarrel,  and  whether  a  Christian  prince 
has  done  well  in  bucklering  the  cause  which  thou  hast 
to-day  adopted.  If  unassailed,  we  depart  assailing 
no  one.  To  thine  honour  we  refer  the  armour  and 
household  goods  of  the  Order  which  we  leave  behind 
ua^  and  on  thy  conscience  we  laythe  scandal  and 
ofi^nce  thou  hast  this  day  given  to  Christendom." 

With  these  words,  and  ^nthout  waiting  a  replv,  the 
Grand  Master  gave  the  signal  of  departure.  Their 
trumpets  sounded  a  wild  march,  of  an  Oriental  cha- 
racter, which  formed  the  usual  signal  for  the  Tcm- 
{)lars  to  advance.  They  changed  their  arrav  from  a 
ine  to  a  column  of  march,  and  moved  off  as  slowly  as 
their  horrcs  could  step,  as  if  to  show  it  was  only  the 
Mrill  of  their  Grand  Master,  and  no  fear  of  the  oppos- 
ing and  superior  force,  which  compelled  them  to  with- 
draw. 

"By  the  splendour  of  Our  Lady's  brow!"  said 
King  Richard,  "  it  is  pity  of  their  lives,  that  these 
Templars  are  not  so  trusty  as  they  are  disciplined  and 
valiant" 

The  multitude,  like  a  timid  cur  which  waits  to  bark 
tOl  the  object  of  its  challenge  has  turned  his  back, 
raised  a  feeble  shout  as  the  rear  of  the  squadron  left 
the  ground. 

During  the  tumult  which  attended  the  retreat  of  the 
Templars,  Rebecca  saw  and  heard  nothing— she  was 
locked  in  the  arms  of  her  aged  father,  giddy,  and 
almost  senselessL  with  the  rapid  change  of  circum- 
stances around  her.  But  one  word  from  Isaac  at 
length  recalled  her  scattered  feelings. 

"Let  us  go,"  ho  said,  "my  dear  daughter,  my 
recovered  treasure— let  us  go  to  throw  ourselves  at  the 
feet  of  the  good  youth." 

"Not  so,"  said  Rebecca,  "O  no— no— no— I  must 
not  at  this  moment  dare  to  speak  to  him— Alas !  I 
should  say  more  than — ♦— No,  my  father,  let  us  in- 
stantly leave  this  evil  place." 

"  But,  my  daughter,"  said  Isaac, "  to  leave  him  who 
hath  come  forthjike  a  strong  man  with  his  spear  and 
shield,  holding  his  life  as  nothing,  so  he  might  redeem 
thy  captivity :  and  thou,  too,  the  daughter  of  a  people 
strange  unto  him  and  his— this  is  service  to  be  thank- 
fully acknowledged." 

"It  is— it  is— most  thankf\]lly— most  devoutly  ac- 
knowledged," said  Rebecca— *•  it  shall  be  still  more 
so— but  not  now— for  the  sake  of  thy  beloved  Rachel, 
father,  grant  my  request— not  now  !** 

"Nay,  but,"  said  Isaac,  insisting,  "they  will  deem 
us  more  thankless  than  more  dogs !" 
.   "  But  thou  seest,  my  dear  father, ihat  King  Richard 

u mpresence,  and  that" 

True,  my  best— niy  wisest  Rebecca!— Let  m 
hence— let  us  hence !— Money  he  will  lack,  for  he  has 
just  returned  from  Palestine,  and,  as  they  say,  from 


prison— and  prefext  for  exacting  it  should  he  need 
any,  may  arise  out  of  my  simple  tramc  with  his  bro- 
ther John.    Away,  away,  let  us  hence !" 

And  hurrying  his  daughter  in  his  turn,  he  conducted 
her  from  the  lists,  and  by  means  of  conveyance  which 
he  had  provided,  transported  her  safely  to  the  house 
of  the  Rabbi  Nathan. 

The  Jewess,  whose  forttmes  had  formed  the  princi- 
pal interest  of  the  day,  having  now  retired  unobsiared, 
the  attention  of  the  populace  was  transferred  to  the 
Black  Knight.  They  now  filled  the  air  with  "  Long 
lifo  to  Richard  with  the  Lion's  Heart,  and  down  with 
the  usurping  Templars !" 

"Notwithstanding  all  this  lip-loyalty,"  said  Ivanhoe 
to  the  E^l  of  EUsex.  "it  was  well  the  King  took  the 
precaution  to  bring  thee  with  him,  noble  Earl,  and  eo 
many  of  thy  trusty  followers." 

The  Earl  smiled  and  shook  his  head. 

"  Gallant  Ivanhoe,"  sai9  Essex,  "  dost  thou  know 
our  Master  so  well,  aiKl  yet  suspect  him  of  taking  ao 
wise  a  precaution !  I  was  drawing  towards  York. 
having  neard  that  Prince  John  was  making  head 
there,  when  I  met  King  Richard,  like  a  true  knight- 
erran V  galloping  hither  to  achieve  in  his  own  person 
this  adventure  of  the  Templar  and  the  Jewess,  with 
his  own  single  arm.  I  accompanied  him  with  my 
band,  almost  maugre  his  consent." 

"And  what  news  fr^m  York,  brave  Earl?"  said 
Ivanhoe ;  "  will  the  rebels  bide  us  there  ?" 

"No  more  than  December's  snow  will  bide  Julv^s 
sun,"  said  th«  Earl ;  "  they  are  dispersing ;  and  wiio 
should  come  posting  to  brmg  us  the  news,  but  John 
himself!" 

"  The  traitor !  the  ungrateful  insolent  traitor  V*  said 
Ivanhoe;  "did  not  Richard  order  him  into  confine- 
ment?" 

"O!  he  received  him,"  answered  the  Earl,  '>«  if 
they  had  met  after  a  hunting  party;  and,  pointing  to 
me  and  our  men-at-arms,  said,  'Thou  seest,  brother, 
I  have  some  angry  men  with  me— thou  wert  best  go 
to  our  mother,  carry  her  my  duteous  aflection,  and 
abide  with  her  until  men's  mmds  are  pacified.' " 

"And  this  was  all  he  said?"  inquired  Ivanhoe; 
"  would  not  any  one  say  that  this  Prince  invites  men 
to  treason  by  his  clemency?" 

"Just,"  replied  the  Earl,  "as  the  man  may  be  said 
to  invito  death,  who  imdertakes  to  fight  a  combat, 
having  a  dangerous  wound  unhealed.' 

"  I  forgive  thee  the  jest.  Lord  Earl,"  said  Ivanhoe ; 
"  but,  remember,  I  hazarded  but  my  own  life— Richard, 
the  welfare  of  his  kingdom." 

"Those,"  replied  Essex,  "who  are  specially  care- 
less of  theu-  own  welfare,  are  seldom  remarkably  at- 
tentive to  that  of  others— But  let  us  haste  to  the  cas- 
tle, for  Richard  meditates  punishing  some  of  the 
subordinate  members  of  the  conspiracy,  tbou£^  be 
has  pardoned  their  principal." 

From  the  judicial  investigations  which  followed 
on  this  occasion,  and  which  are  oven  at  length  in  the 
Wardour  Manuscript,  it  appears  tnat  Maurice  de  Bracy 
escaped  beyond  seas,  and  went  into  the  service  of 
Philip  of  Prance ;  while  Philip  de  Malvoisin,  and  his 
brother  Albert,  the  Preceptor  of  Templestowe,  were 
executed,  although  Waldemar  Fitzurse,  the  soul  of 
the  conspiracy,  escaped  with  banishment ;  and  Prince 
John,  for  whose  behoof  it  was  undertaken,  was  not 
even  censured  by  his  good-natured  brother.  No  one, 
however^  pitied  the  fate  of  the  two  Malvoisina,  who 
only  suffered  the  death  which  they  had  both  well  de- 
served, by  many  acts  of  falsehood,  cruelty,  and  op- 
pression. 

Briefly  afW  the  judical  combat,  Cedric  the  Saxon 
was  summoned  to  the  court  of  Richard,  which,  for 
the  purpose  of  quieting  the  counties  that  had  been 
disturbed  by  the  ambition  of  his  brother,  was  then 
held  at  York.  Cedric  tushed  and  pshawed  more  than 
once  at  the  message— but  he  refused  not  obedience. 
In  fact,  the  return  of  Richard  had  quenched  evwy 
hope  that  he  had  entertained  of  restoring  a  Saxon 
dynasty  in  England ;  for,  whatever  head  the  Saxons 
mi^ht  nave  made  in  the  event  of  a  civil  war,  it  was 
plain  that  nothing  could  be  done  under  the  undisputed 
dominion  of  Richard,  popular  as  he  was  by  his  per- 
sonal good  qualities  and  military  fame,  although  his 
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aJounistrttion  was  wiiftiUf  cawie—>  now  too  indul' 
gent,  and  now  allied  to  deipoticm. 

Bot,  nwreofor^  it  oould  not  eoeape  evwiGedrie's  re- 
luctant oboervation,  that  his  project  for  an  abaohite 
union  among  the  Saxons^  by  the  marriage  of  Rowena 
aad  Athewane,  was  now  oonq^tely  at  an  endby 
the  mataai  dissent  of  both  parties  concerned.  This 
wia,  indeed,  an  event  which,  in  his  ardour  for  the 
Saxon  causey  he  ooold  not  have  anticipated,  and  even 
when  the  disincttnatbn  of  both  was  broadly  and 
plainly  manifested,  he  conld  scarce  bring  himself  to 
believe  that  two  Saxons  of  loyal  descent  should  sent- 
piSt  on  personal  grounds,  at  an  alliance  so  necessary 
for  the  pubUc  weal  of  the  nation.  But  it  was  not  the 
km  certain :  Rowsna  had  always  expressed  her  re- 
pognanoe  to  Athelstane,  and  now  Athelstane  was  no 
Issi  plain  and  positive  m  proclaiming  his  resolution 
nevor  to  pursue  his  addrasses  to  the  Lady  Rowena. 
Even  the  natural  obstinacy  of  Cedric  sunk  beneath 
these  obstacles  where  he.  remaining  on  the  point  of 
junction,  had  the  task  of  dragging  a  reluctant  pair  up 
to  it,  one  with  each  hand.  He  mad&  however,  a  last 
vigoiroas  attack  on  Athelstane,  and  he  found  that 
resuscitated  sprout  of  Saxon  royalty  engaged,  like 
oountry  squires  of  our  own  day,  in  a  furious  war  with 
tfaecwgy. 

It  seems  thst,  after  all  his  deadlv  menaces  against 
the  Abbot  of  Saint  Edmund's,  Atnelstane's  spirit  of 
revenge,  what  between  the  natural  indolent  kindness 
of  lus  own  disposition,  what  through  the  prayers  of 
his  mother  Edith,  attacned,  like  most  ladies,  (of  the 
perioMd,)  to  the  clerical  order,  had, terminated  in  his 
keeiMiig  the  Abbot  and  his  monks  in  the  dungeons  of 
Cooingslmrgh  for  three  days  on  a  meager  diet  For 
tin  atrocity  the  Abbot  menaced  hiii]i  with  excommu- 
nieatkm,  and  made  out  a  dreadful  list  of  complaints 
in  the  bowels  and  stomach,  suffered  by  himself  and 
his  monks,  in  consequence  of  the  tyrannical  and  un- 
jnat  imprisonment  they  had  sustained.  With  this 
controversy,  and  with  tlie  means  he  had  adopted  to 
coonteract  this  clerical  persecution,  Cedric  found  the 
mind  of  his  friend  Athelstane  so  fiiUy  occupied,  that 
it  hid  no  room  for  another  idea.  And  when  Rowena's 
dime  was  mentioned,  the  noble  Athelstane  prayed 
lea?e  to  quaff  a  full  goblet  to  her  health,  and  that  she 
migfat  soon  be  the  bride  of  his  kinsman  Wilfred.  It 
VIS  a  desperate  case  therefore.  There  was  obviously 
no  more  to  be  made  of  Athelstane;  or,  as  Wamba 
expressed  it,  in  a  phrase  which  has  descended  from 
Saxon  timet  to  ours,  he  was  a  cook  that  would  not 
fight 

There  remained  betwixt  Cedric  and  the  dctermina- 
tioQ  which  the  lovers  desired  to  come  to,  only  two 
obttades— his  own  obstinacy,  and  his  dislike  of  the 
Norman  dynasty.  The  former  feeling  gradually  gave 
w&Y  before  the  endearments  of  his  ward,  and  the 
prae  which  he  could  not  help  nourishing  in  the  fame 
of  his  son.  Besides,  he  was  not  insensible  to  the 
honour  of  allying  his  own  line  to  that  of  Alfred,  when 
the  superior  dauns  of  the  descendant  of  Edward  the 
Confessor  wen  abandoned  for  ever.  Cedric's  aver- 
■on  to  the  Norman  race  of  kings  was  also  much 
ondermined^— first,  by  consideration  of  the  impossi- 
bility of  ridding  England  of  the  new  dynastjr,  a  feeling 
wUeh  goes  far  to  create  loyalty  in  the  subject  to  the 
kiDgtU/aeto ;  and,  secondly,  by  the  personal  attention 
of  Cng  Richard,  who  delighted  in  the  blunt  humour 
of  Cedric,  and,  to  use  the  language  of  the  Wardour 
Msnoscript,  so  dmlt  with  the  noble  Saxon,  that,  ere 
be  had  been  a  guest  at  court  for  seven  days,  he  had 
given  his  consent  to  the  marriage  of  his  ward  Row- 
ena and  his  son  Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe. 

Hie  nuptials  of  our  hero,  thus  formally  approved  by 
nis  &ther,  were  celebrated  in  the  most  august  of  tem- 
ples, the  noble  Minster  of  York.  The  king  himself 
attended,  and  from  the  countenance  which  he  af- 
forded on  this  and  other  occasions  to  the  distressed 
tod  hitherto  degraded  Saxons,  gave  them  a  safer  and 
more  certain  prospect  of  attaining  their  just  rights, 
than  they  could  reasonably  hope  from  the  precarious 
chance  of  a  civil  war.  The  Church  gave  her  full 
solemnities,  graced  with  all  the  q;)lendour  which  she 
of  Rome  knows  how  to  apply  with  such  brilliant 
efiact 
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Oath,  gtlhatiy  appvelled,  attended  at  esquin 
upon  hsyovng  matter  whom  he  had  served  so  faith- 
fully, and  the  magnanimous  Wamba,  decorated  with 
a  new  eap  and  a  most  gorgeous  set  of  silver  bells. 
Sharers  of  WUfred's  dangers  and  adversity,  they 
remawed,  as  they  had  a  right  to  expect,  the  partaktra 
of  his  most  piosperous  career. 

But  besides  this  domestic  retinue^  thete  distin* 
guished  nuptials  were  celebrated  by  the  attendance  of 
the  high-bom  Normans,  at  well  as  Saxons,  joined 
with  the  universal  jubilee  of  the  lower  ordenL  that 
marked  the  marriage  of  two  individuals  as  a  pledge  of 
the  feture  peace  and  harmony  betwixt  two  races, 
which,  tmoe  that  period,  have  been  so  completely 
mingled,  that  the  distinction  has  become  wholly  mvisH 
ble.  Ceidric  lived  to  see  this  union  approximate  to- 
wards its  coinpletion;  for  as  the  two  nations  mixed 
in  society  and  mrmed  mtermarriages  with  each  otho', 
the  Normans  abated  their  soom,  and  the  Saxont 
were  refined  fh>m  their  msticity.  But  it  was  not 
until  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third  that  the  mixed 
langua^  now  termed  English,  was  spoken  at  the 
court  of  London,  and  that  the  hostile  distinction  of 
Norman  and  Saxon  seems  entirely  to  have  disap- 
peared. 

It  was  upon  the  second  morning  after  this  happy 
bridal,  that  the  Lady  Rowena  was  made  acquainted 
by  her  handmaid  Elgitha,  that  a  damsel  desired  ad- 
mission to  her  presence,  and  sohcited  that  their  par- 
ley might  be  without  witness.  Rowena  wondered, 
hesitated,  became  curious,  and  ended  by  commanding 
the  damsel  to  be  admitted,  and  her  attendants  to 
withdraw. 

She  entered— a  noble  and  commanding  figure,  the 
long  white  veil  in  which  she  was  shrouded,  over- 
shadowing rather  than  concealing  the  elegance  and 
majesty  of  her  shape.  Her  demeanour  was  that  of 
respect,  unmingled  by  the  least  shade  either  of  fear,  or 
of  a  wish  to  propitiate  favour.  Rowena  was  ever 
ready  to  acknowledge  the  claims,  and  attend  to  the 
feelings,  of  others.  She  arose,  and  would  have  con- 
ducted her  lovely  visiter  to  a  seat;  but  the  stranger 
looked  at  Elgitha,  and  again  intimated  a  wish  to  dis- 
course with  the  Lady  Rowena  alone.  Elgitha  had  no 
sooner  retired  with  unwilling  steps,  than,  to  the  sur- 
prise of  the  Lady  of  Ivanhoe,  her  fair  visitant  kneeled 
on  one  knee,  pressed  her  hands  to  her  forehead,  and 
bending  her  head  to  the  ground,  in  spite  of  Rowena's 
resistance,  kissed  the  embroidered  hem  of  her  tunic. 

'*  What  means  this,  lady  f  said  the  surprised  bride : 
"or  why  do  you  ofler  to  me  a  deference  so  unusual  T* 

"Because  to  you.  Lady  of  Ivanhoe,"  said  Rebecca, 
rising  up  and  resuming  the  usual  quiet  dignity  of  her 
manner,  "  I  may  lawfully,  and  without  rebnk^  pay 
the  debt  of  gratitude  which  I  owe  to  Wilfred  of  Ivan- 
hoe. I  am— forgive  the  boldness  which  has  offered 
to  you  the  homage  of  my  country— I  am  the  unhappy 
Jewess,  for  whom  your  husbaikl  hasarded  his  life 
against  such  fearful  odds  in  the  tiltyard  of  Temple- 
stowe." 

"Damsel,"  said  Rowena,  "Wilfred  of  Ivanhoe  on 
inat  day  rendered  back  but  in  slight  measure  your 
unceasing  charity  towards  him  in  his  wdunds  and 
misfortunes.  Speak,  is  there  auj^t  remains  in  which 
he  or  I  can  serve  thee?" 

"Nothing,"  said  Rebecca,  calmly,  "unless  you 
will  transmit  to  him  my  grateiful  farewell" 

"You  leave  England,  then?"  said  Rowena,  scarce 
rerovcring  the  surprise  of  this  extraordinary  visit 

"  I  leave  it,  lady,  ere  this  moon  again  changes.  My 
father  hath  a  brother  high  in  favour  with  Mohammed 
Boabdil,  King  of  Grenada— thither  we  go,  secure  of 
peace  and  protection,  for  the  payment  of  such  ransom 
as  the  Moslem  exact  from  our  people." 

"And  are  you  not  then  as  well  protected  in  Eng- 
land?" said  Rowena.  "  My  husband  has  favour  with 
the  King— the  King  himself  is  just  and  generous." 

"  Lady,"  said  Rebecca,  "  I  doubt  it  not— but  the 
people  of  England  are  a  fierce  race,  quarrelling  ever 
with  their  neighbours  or  among  themselves,  and  ready 
to  plunge  the  sword  into  the  bowels  of  each  other. 
Such  is  no  safe  abode  for  the  children  of  my  people. 
Ephraim  is  a  heartless  dove  —  Issachar  an  over- 
laboured drudge,  which  stoops  between  two  burdens. 
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Nol  ID  ■  linii  of  war  and  Uood,  ■urraanded  b]r  boa- 1  child  1   Accapl  tham,  lady— to  ma  tliay  an  valudeaii- 

nls  DOftfaboora,  and  diaeracwl  bf  inlerDal  facliona,   I  will  never  wsir  jswvla  more." 

can  lmtt\bope  (a  teal  diniiu  bar  wsndainga.  |     "  Yoa  ars  ibon  unhuipY  ]"  aud  Bawiuia,  aDnck  wicfa 

..  n — :j-_  pi..;j  a "  —  _.ij>.ui_  .  the  nuuiDer  in  which  luMcca  uttered  the  laal  words. 

"  O  lemain  with  ua— the  couneel  oT  boly  men  will 
wean  rm  from  root  cning  law,  and  I  will  be  a  aiiier 

■^li 


'*Nalady."aii , 

lancbolj  logmng  in  bar  aoft  nice  and  beautiful  lt»- 
nim—  that  may  not  be.  I  mar  not  change  the  Etilh 
of  mr  falheia  Uke  a  gaiment  ■■"«■"'■»<  to  the  climale  in 
which  I  Biek  la  dwdl,  and  unhapiiT,  lady,  I  wiB  not 
be.  He,lo  whom  I  dedicate  mynimre  lifix  will  ba 
my  comlbner,  if  I  do  Hia  will." 

Have  you  than  conventa,  lo  one  of  which  yoa 
nwaa  to  retire  1"  ariud  Boweaa. 

"  No,  lady."  aaid  ibe  Jeweaa )  "  but  among  our  peo- 
ple, ainoe  the  time  of  Abtafaam  dowowaiita,  have 
been  women  who  have  devoted  ibttr  thoipbu  to 
Heann,  and  their  actiona  to  worfca  of  kindnea  to 
*  '    -    '*  ig  the  banm',  and  nilieT- 


e  waa  an  involuDlaty  tr^. 

loice,  and  a  lenderneaa  of  accent,  which  perhapa  b«- 
irayed  more  than  rite  would  wilbnily  bava  eipieeaed. 
She  haatencd  to  bid  Rowena  adieu. 

"  Fatewall^"  ahe  aaid.  "  Hay  He,  who  made  botli 
Jaw  and  ChiiatuD,  ahower  down  on  you  his  choiceii 
Usanngil  Tin  baifc  ibal  wafta  u>  hence  will  be  un- 
der weigh  en  we  can  nach  the  port." 

She  {dided  ftom  the  apartment,  leanna  Rowena 
aurpiiaed  aa  if  a  viaon  bad  paraed  before  ner.  jiie 
bir  Saxon  related  the  liiigulareonferencetoherbuB- 
band,  on  whoea  mind  it  made  a  deqi  iniprnuon.  He 
lived  long  and  hanpilv  with  Rowena,  for  ibw  were 
Bllacbed  to  each  other  by  iba  bonds  of  early  aneclion. 
and  they  loved  each  other  the  ntare,  from  the  recol- 
lecliaD  of  the  obataclM  which  hid  impeded  their 
anion.  Yet  it  would  be  inquiring  too  cnriouily  to  asdi, 
whether  ihe  recollection  of  Rebecci'B  beauty  ana 
magnanimiiir  did  not  recur  lo  hie  tnind  more  fre- 
quently than  the  fair  docendini  of  Alfred  might  alto- 
gether have  approved. 

Ivanhoe  diauaguished  himeelf  in  the  service  of 
Richard,  and  waa  gncsd  with  farther  mirk»  of  the 
ro)nl  &V0UT.  He  might  hive  riaen  ilil)  hifdin,  but 
for  the  premature  deain  of  the  heroic  Cceur-de-Lion, 
betbrettae  Caalle  of  Chilui,  near  LitnogeK  With  the 
life  of  B  EeneiouB,  but  ruh  and  rominiic  monarch, 

generosity  had  formed:  to  whom  maybe  sptdud.  with 
a  aliidil  alteration,  the  linea  compoted  by  Johnaan  Ibr 
ChatieiofSweden— 


THE  END  OF  IVANHOE. 
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It  wovld  b«  diiBcalt  to  auiffo  any  rood  rcaaon  why  the  Au- 
thor of  Ivanhoe,  after  ualag,  in  that  work,  all  the  art  he  poa- 
mumd  to  TomoTa  the  paisonagea,  action,  and  manoeN  of  the 
tale,  to  a  d:  stance  from  his  own  country,  should  cIioom  for  tlio 
«eeoe  of  hu  next  attempt  the  celebrated  ruina  of  Melroae,  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  hiii  own  residence.  But  the 
nmaim,  or  caprice,  which  dictated  his  chance  of  aysteoi,  Itaa 
eatuely  escaped  his  recoHection,  nor  is  it  worth  while  to  attempt 
reeaUinff  whatimut  be  a  matter  of  very  little  consequence. 

The  general  plan  of  the  »toTy  was,  to  coQjoiu  two  chhractera 
in  that  bostlin;  and  contentions  afe,  who,  thrown  into  Kitua- 
tions  which  gave  them  diflHrent  vie«rs  on  ine  subject  of  the  Re- 
Ibrmation,  should,  with  the  same  sincerity  and  purity  of  inten- 
tion, dedicate  theroMlves,  the  one  to  the  support  of  the  sinking 
faJone  of  the  Catholic  Church,  the  other  to  the  establishment 
«r  the  Reformed  doctrines.  It  was  supposed  that  some  iuter- 
estiof  subjects  for  narratire  might  be  derived  from  opposing 
two  such  enthusiasts  to  each  other  in  the  path  of  life,  and  con- 
trasting the  real  worth  of  both  with  their  passions  and  preju- 
dtoes.  The  localities  of  Melrose  suited  well  the  scenery  of  the 
propeaed  atory ;  the  ruins  themselves  form  a  splendid  theatre 
for  any  traffic  racldent  which  might  be  brought  forward ;  joined 
to  the  Tictoity  of  the  fine  river,  with  all  its  tributary  streams, 
flowing  through  a  counttr  which  has  been  the  scene  of  so  much 
teca  flffhtiiif ,  and  is  rich  with  so  many  recollections  of  former 
times,  aixl  lymg  almost  under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  author, 
hf  whom  they  were  to  be  used  in  composition. 

Ttw  situation  possessed  farther  recommendations.  On  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  Tweed  might  be  seen  the  remains  of  an- 
cteot  endoaorea,  surrounded  by  sycamores  and  asli-trees  of 
eoostderable  size.  These  had  onoo  formed  the  crofts  or  arable 
groond  of  a  village,  now  reduced  to  a  single  hut,  the  abode  of 
a  fishenium,  who  also  manages  a  ferry.  The  cottages,  even  the 
duaeh  which  once  existed  there,  havesunk  into  vestiges  hardly 
lobe  traced  without  visiting  the  spot,  the  inhabitants  having 
naduaOy  withdrawn  to  tlM  more  prosperous  (own  of  Gala- 
mMs,  wnich  has  risen  into  consideration,  within  two  miles  of 
their  oeighboorhood.  Supers titious  eld,  hovrever,  haa  tenanted 
the  deaerted  gmvas  with  aerial  beings,  to  supply  the  want  of 
the  mortal  tenants  who  have  dowrted  it  The  ruined  and 
abandoned  churchyard  of  Boldside  has  been  long  believed  to 
bt  hatmtml  by  the  Fairies,  and  the  deep  broad  current  of  the 
Tweed,  wheeling  in  moonlight  round  the  foot  of  the  steep 
kank.  with  the  number  of  trees  originally  planted  for  shelter 
louM  the  fields  of  the  cottagers,  but  now  presenting  the  efleot 
ef  scattered  and  detached  groves,  fill  up  the  idea  which  one 
would  Ibrm  in  imaginauon  for  a  aoene  that  Oberon  and  Queen 
Mab  oaiffht  love  to  revel  in.  There  are  evenings  when  the 
spectator  might  believe,  with  Father  Chaucer,  that  the 

—  "  QoMa  of  Fssry, 
WHh  hsrp,  and  pip«,  aoa  symphoay, 
WertdWelliog  in  tb«  pU«e." 

AaoHiOT,  aad  even  a  more  familiar  reftife  of  the  elftn  race, 

<tf  traditioo  ia  to  be  trusted,)  is  the  glen  of  the  river,  or  mther 

bseok,  named  the  Allen,  which  Mis  into  the  Tweed  fh>m  the 

northward,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  present  bridge. 

As  the  straamlot  finds  its  way  behind  Lord  Sommerville's  hcmt- 

called  the  Pavilion,  its  valley  has  been  popularly  term- 

the  f^irr  Deaa,  pr  rather  the  Nameless  Dean,  because  of  the 

Nppoaad  ill  hKk  attadted  by  the  popular  faith  of  ancient  times, 

to  any  om  who  aaight  name  or  allude  to  the  race,  whom  our 

^JondiatiMuishod  as  the  Good  Neifhbours,  and  the  High- 

iMiiuia called Diotne  Shie,  or  Men  of  Peace;  rather  by  way 

or  eosnplimmt,  thai  on  acoomt  of  any  particular  idea  of  mend- 

mip  or  pacUte  rslatioa  which  either  Highlander  or  Borderer 

iiitertauwd  totwds  the  irritable  btinga  whom  they  thus  dis- 

tlagniali6d,orsHppoeed  them  to  bear  to  humanity.* 

In  evideaee  of  the  actual  operations  of  the  fkiry  people  even 
Mthis  tima,  tattle  piece*  of  ealeareoua  matter  are  found  in  the 
fM  affesr  a  flood,  whieh  either  the  labours  of  thoae  tiny  artists, 
or  the  eddies  of  the  bfook  among  the  stooea.  have  formed  into  a 
tetastic  resemblanee  of  cops,  saucers,  basins,  and  the  like,  in 
wmeh  children  who  gather  oieni  pretend  to  discern  foiry  utennls. 

Moidea  these  cittwataaces  of  romantic  locality,  mea  pqU' 
J«»  rum  (aa  Gaptala  Dalmtty  denominates  hia  territory  of 
DnnntJiwacket)  are  boaftdfld  by  a  small  but  deep  lake,  ftom 
wiycheyea  that  vet  took  on  tfie  light  are  said  to  haveaeen  the 
«aier-teU  aaeeod,  aid  shake  the  hills  with  his  roar. 

ladaed,  the  coantry  aremd  Melrose,  if  posseaM  leas  of  ro- 
aatic  beauty  than  some  oUwr  seenes  in  Steotland3«  connected 
wiHi  ao  aaany  aaeociationa  of  a  fonciftri  nature,  in  which  the 
"gftnation  takes  deliglA,  aa  mi^t  well  indueione  even  leaa 
yghod  10  Hm  spot  thisi  the  anmor,  to  accommodate,  after  a 


»  „■,-  ■■ .If  the  fanagtmry  scenes  he  wu  tnmimtq  the  lo- 

«abtieoto«rhiehbeww  naitlaL  But  It  would  be  a  Waappre- 
,  ttiat,  because  Mehoee  may  in  general  pass 
_..  .  .  , .  o*  beeaisw  it  agrees  wfth  scenes  of  the  Mon- 
f^nm  tho  eiraamMaMces  of  the  drawbridge,  the  mill-dam, 
aadotlMriwintsof  Msembl .    -   .       .^  > 


sTs^issri 


— *   . .  '  P?*».*«  !9f  ••swnblaace,  that  therefore  as  accurate  or 
POTfeftloeri  suMlitiide  la  to  be  found  te  all  tha  parUcolars  of 
ihapMtam.   II  WW  not  (be  purpose  or  the  author  to  pnsent  a 
^***!!J5?^^>^»P*V«  "^irompoijllon,  in 
wim  which  to  klinmu,  hadSftMnled 


him  some  leading  outlinea.  Thus  the  resemblance  ctf  the  im- 
aginary Gleiidearg  with  the  real  vale  of  the  Allan,  is  for  from 
being  minute,  nor  did  the  author  aim  at  identifying  Uieiu. 
This  must  appear  iriain  to  all  who  know  the  actual  cliaracter 
of  the  Gloo  of  Allen,  and  have  taken  the  trouble  to  read  the 
account  of  the  imaginary  Glendearg-  llie  stream  in  the  latter 
ca«e  is  described  as  wandering  down  a  lonantic  little  voiley. 
sliifting  itself,  after  the  fasliion  of  such  a  brook,  from  one  sidu 
to  the  other,  an  it  can  mo«t  easily  find  its  parasfe,  and  touching 
notliing  in  iu  progress  that  gives  token  of  cultivation.  It  rises 
near  a  solitary  tower,  Die  abode  of  a  sutmosod  cliureli  vassal, 
and  the  soeuo  of  several  incidents  in  theRoroanoe. 

The  real  Allen,  on  the  contrary,  after  traversmjr  the  roman- 
tic ravine  called  the  Nameless  Dean,  thrown  oflf  from  aide  to 
side  alternately,  like  a  billiard  ball  repelled  by  the  iiides  of  the 
table  on  which  it  has  been  played,  and  in  that  part  of  its  course 
reiMJiubling  the  stream  which  pours  down  Glendearg,  may  bo 
traced  upwardn  into  a  more  open  country,  where  the  banks  re- 
treat furthiir  from  each  other  and  the  vale  exhibits  a  good  deal 
of  dry  ground,  which  has  not  been  neglected  by  the  active  cul- 
tivators  of  the  district.  It  arrives,  too,  at  a  sort  of  termina- 
tion, striking  in  iifelf,  but  totally  irreconcilable  with  the  luirra- 
tivo  of  the  Romance.  Instead  of  a  single  peel-house,  or  border 
tower  of  defence,  such  as  Dame  Glendinning  is  supposed  to  have 
inlu^ited,  the  head  of  the  Allen,  about  five  miles  above  its 
Junction  with  the  Tweed,  shows  three  ruins  of  Border  houses, 
belonging  to  diflcrent  proprietors,  and  each,  from  the  desire  of 
mutual  support  so  natural  to  troublesome  times,  situated  at  the 
extremity  of  the  property  of  which  it  is  the  principal  messoaga. 
One  of  these  is  the  ruinous  mansion-house  of  Hillslap.  for- 
ineriy  tlie  property  of  the  Caimcrosses,  and  now  of  Mr.  Innes 
of  Stow ;  a  second,  the  tower  of  Colmslie,  an  ancient  inheri- 
tance of  the  Borthwiok  fomily,  aa  ia  testified  by  their  crest,  the 
Goat's  Head,  which  exists  on  the  luin  ;  a  third,  the  house  of 
Langshaw,  also  ruinous,  but  near  which  the  proprietor.  Mr. 
Baillie  of  Jerviswood  aud  MeUerstain,  has  built  a  small  shoot- 
ing box. 

All  these  ruins,  so  strangely  huddled  togethw  in  a  very  suU* 
tary  spot,  have  recollections  and  traditioas  of  their  own,  but 
none  of  them  bear  the  aaost  distant  reoMnblance  to  the  de- 
scriptions in  the  Romance  of  the  Monasterr ;  and  as  the  ae- 
ther could  hardly  have  erred  so  grossly  regarding  a  ^pot  within 
a  morning's  ride  of  his  owa  house,  the  infetenee  is,  that  no 
resemblance  was  intended.  Hillslap  ia  reenenbaiod  by  the  ■ 
humours  of  the  last  inhabitants,  two  or  tlirae  elderly  hidiea,  of 
the  class  of  Miss  Raynalds,  in  Uie  Old  Manor  House,  though 
lees  important  by  birth  and  fortune.  Cohnalie  is  cokmnemora- 
ted  i^Bong:— 

Colmdit  itaadi  on  Cohnalie  bill, 

Th«  watM'  it  flows  round  Colmiii*  mil] ; 

Tk«  mill  and  the  kiln  gang  boonily. 

And  it's  ap  with  the  wUppsn  of  ColmiUe. 

Langshaw,  although  larger  tlum  the  other  maaaiona  aasem- 
bled  at  the  head  of  the  supppoed  Glendearg.  has  nothing  about 
it  more  remarkable  than  the  inscription  of  the  present  proprie- 
tor over  his  shooting  lodge— CTirtaasi  kane  uUm  vIrU  im^mm 
amkis—A  modest  wish,  which  I  know  no  one  mora  capable  of 
attaining  upon  an  extended  scale,  than  the  gentleman  who  haa 
expressed  it  upon  a  limited  one. 

Having  thiu  shown  that  1  could  aay  something  of  these  de- 
solated towers,  which  the  desire  of  social  intercourse,  or  tlia 
focititv  of  mutual  defence,  bad  drawn  together  at  tiM  head  of 
this  Glen,  I  need  not  add  any  forther  reason  to  show,  that  these 
is  no  resemblance  between  thmn  and  the  sotitarv  hsibitation  of 
Dame  Elspeth  Glendinning.  Beyond  these  dwellinga  are  aome 
remains  of  natural  wood,  and  a  oonaiderabla  portvm  of  moram 
and  bog ;  but  I  would  not  advise  any  who  may  be  curious  in 
localities,  to  spend  time  in  looking  for  the  fountain  and  hoUy* 
tree  of  the  White  Lady. 

While  I  am  on  thesubjeet  I  may  add,  that  Captain  dutttr- 
buck,  the  imafinary  editor  of  the  Monastery,  haa  no  real  pco- 
totype  in  the  village  of  Melrose  or  neighbourhood,  that  ever 
I  saw  or  heard  of.  To  give  aooM  individuality  to  this  person- 
age, he  is  described  as  a  character  which  aouMtimea  oooura  ia 
actual  society— a  person  who,  having  spent  his  lifo  withia  the 
■Iceswary  duties  of  a  technical  profooaMMi,  frwn  whi^  he  haa 
been  at  length  emancipated,  finds  hiamelf  without  any  oeeupa- 
tion  wliatever,  and  is  apt  to  becone  the  prey  of  ennui,  untfl 
he  discerns  some  peUy  subject  of  inveatigatioa  cosnawwwirata 
to  his  talents,  the  study  of  whieh  gives  hun  omirioyaMnt  in  so- 
litude ;  while  the  cooaoious  poaaemioB  of  infonaation  peculiar 
to  himself,  adds  to  his  conaequeoce  in  society.  I  have  often 
observed,  that  the  lii^tM  and  trivial  braacheo  of  aatiquanaa 
study  are  singularly  uaafol  in  relieviof  vacuity  of  such  a  kmd, 
and  have  known  them  serve  many  a  Captain  Ctatterboek  to  *»- 
traat  upon ;  I  was  theiefore  aaooddeal  surprised,  when  I  fouad 
the  antioaarian  Captain  identified  with  a  neighbour  aad  tamti 
of  my  own,  who  could  never  have  beea  oonfbonded  with  hia 
by  any  one  who  had  read  the  book,  and  aaea  the  parly  aUadad 
to  Thia  erroneous  identification  oeeoia  in  a  work  aatilted^ 
"  ninstratioaa  of  the  Author  M  Wavarley,  baiag  Natioao  and 
Anecdotea  of  real  Chaiaeteis,  Seanaa, aaa  laoideali^auppoaeA 
to  be  described  ia  his  wprka.  by  RokenOhambiB.**  Tbia^ 
was,  of  eoone,  Uahia  to  i 
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v«|.  win,  laacapr  of  "TtH  WMtaEKi^vrMu."  i 


powiivd  Jijr  tdt^pinr  coanfv  Biid  dviui,  wJwk  II  m*  llHdr 

I  wtth  raftnnoa  to  Ihia  lda<L  of  I'w  lupumil  ipirilB  oT  Mm 

inr  *  vvjiBf.  copriuoH,  uhI  iDmulatnl  pvl  id  ths  pua* 
Anlfnttd  tfl  bar  In  th*  hutUv* ;  mmlfMtl^f  imanai  asd  at- 

'  flTJiciw  whiBij  ind  flwn  a  hmciw  of  MipolBM,  towtnlt 

□met  IJh  mbjeemi  Ibcs  to  meiTa  pttur  monlfluliviH  at 
iHod.  Tha  Vbln  Ladr  h  KUnlf  wpiHmd,  hownor^  h* 
■e  poManwt  Bithw  llM  pover  of  the  mfliulion  to  da  ama 

j«t«d  ^  ttuue  DAT^Ia.  wbo,  br  TjitiMiu  rwlvlioa.  and  mtntol 
mirrr.  DOnld  aiaen  laiiifjailir  onr  Iw.  to  ihaaa  lanicuiu* 
•he«ama  to  CDnitilntaabaiDflof  aviddloclatt,  betwaooUw 
H^rlf  JMitf  wbDplaeailap(aaiiuaLiimi*MdiDVBndiAni>miD« 
KHHUli.  and  llH  bmntoit  raiir  of  IIh  Eail.  miio  uniftmnS 

lUTpDTIheFtdiLledM  not  appravTafllj  ftor  Iba  Wliiia  La^ 
r  AvTBtlvaa  br  from  baini  papular.  Ro  dona  not  bov  niaka 
•m  inmMpni  BtkiaaDflat.  ID  tTiB  vttw  ot  uwtiot  nodara  Jala  • 
opiniDD  on  rba  lobiKl,  but  maralv  wttk  Iba 
IHttof  hpoaelf  frooi  t^  ehafia  af_haTiiif  wBD- 


d^I  L  aHl  F"       ' 


fr«r  of  ajanioc  and  aappnllBc  a  oar^ia  nwirDaabla  kw4 

h  AcDlliea  loo  ntiaj  to  bt  adioiited  Into  Iba  eatiBato  at 
t  wt»  riaimB  taba  aataauiAd  "a  choice  apltHaTUH  aca." 
Bie,  In  (iHir  diflbfant  phaaaa,  cooititnla  tba  fallaaia  oTiha 
r,  whoia  boBil  it  if  to  drive  Uia  vrhuaa  of  habitm  to  ai. 


•pinla  u*  aappoaed  to  be  of  tov  diatliKt  1 

noD  whkh  Ibar  iHva  Ihclr  orlfia,  and  «.,  „„„.., . 

Slptii.  Oaaoaa,  SalaaiaaiUn,  aajjlaiaila.  u  itn  Moai  Is 
tataMMi af Air. EvUhTin. oiWalat.  Tha itanaial nail«r 
k  Iba  rwiii  barti,  anUHad.  "  EatnUsn  da  Cai^u  da 'oa- 
^Ja."  Tba  lanlBia  CaiBiMa  dalaMolte  Fowiif  cooToied. 
l|llb«lB,i^3<iibnBlflW  aad  ana  aWlhillac  allkn  ia  pto- 
■triltdBaf  kBDHTnlilrtto  uwiliu  to  baeomo  oeoHiible  to 
Baau  )wi  *lSi  kipMIWIf .         ^*  ' "°      ' " 

namnbwlln  beCd.  IbSm  llfflWniu  KSSffl^fhoM 

Suaflha  HwWHdaia.  wU^  ?  nwHoSftuldiaTu 
lnM((tlMB(or  apitilwlba  aarrieaat  ivUeolaT  hmHIaaoc 
MbM   TtaaaadanoM,  Irtbatwtoliaaalladao.awaDC     - 
nsd  ai  anl  nrnaa  la  Hit  IknIUaa  eiMjLlad  wllb  Ibam ; 
SniU  HiBa  aoli  esBdaaaaadad  u  wddla  wllh  Bauaii  bI 


bdt  iaaaa  aapabl^af  laftdar  dadoeUoo.   A  beinf,  hawanTHpa^ 
oanala  paneoliaaa  loapHtiiw  Uh  pfaaant,  tba  paal 
vn.  ret  Ail!  ioeuabLa  «  naiiiaB  pau»a.of  a 
■onljoed  and  oTiT,  of  oiaii^lJaf  ^Inn  rvwarda  or  I 

jiajul""  «  aoiioa.  than  >>«  ■» tbta*  timi'SiitZ 
Mallai  or  naanint,  Sieba  baina^  aapartonlrinilbmr  an 
anlr  ba  eamaiad  to  thai  of  Iba  ataobanl  oc  lion,  vbo  an 

fiaatar  la  iBaattb  thai  naa.tbowli  kitorlat  la  tba  ocale  of 
owaltoa.  Ilia  wtialiUaa  wliliili  wa  aapiiaaa  aaek  iplilti  ta 
paaaloh  01  Iba  ioMma  of  a  Ikalie,  at  BiieMS^W  b>  OOB- 


has  the  liluutl,  i>han  barrtHdnca 


.., j^toanowalioa.  In  ■  paSSiiboab.  callad  Piwli— a»i 

Tba  oatnnniHt  of  ^UDbulaa, «  ■  amboUial  laifoB  tt 
Iba  laiaa  elaa.  pcadoniMiH  ia  iha  lamuwaaat  CalmaaBi 


tmS^laaaalain  Iba  ^^^LulMup  iir,l«a^ 
pljwln.  In  Ihia  nils  ttaTaKaaurad  tba  Hflwaf  Matin 
SdBoiEiaa,  A  artailai  dlawder.  yaadini  iato  i»ij«le  aodaly, 


adlbafraundafUiaafl 


bir  anceatora.  Blatat  ba  ak. -  »  »  _ 

taudiiiaa.  ^a  iMpi  ftirii  wAMHtladn  ibat  k 
tod,  and  Ibal  tba  Eagihidat,  tn  flnMaiai 


defect  to  ariae  ftaia  tba  Btboi^  waol  af  iliiil 
naiv  naiS^MV  Mt  b*  ladlMd  ia  loafe  tan 
aalbar  biiiaalr  am  aeanalr  baaaBpoaad  mnn 
Ihh  OMl  a».  if  m  odwr  OBDl^grad.  ^___. 

Hn  llinlkuludt'  ebgaao.  ia  nM^aS  bo!^  u!  ■■ 
tIatltriaTlbaimiieaaflbawutof  iHeaaa. 


aidtbeialbie  Ibe  (bdiaai 
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pirt  orUw nuAIinflf^mr  fltefl 


>r  Otrita,  whm  Ut  Ih 


rrindHi.Coopn, 


UH*  iraptt  la  Uw  n>*dl>,  bal  npoa  tin  nowl 
WicDlinK,  "iboiitlfDllruitlliM.".  Bulw 


ibrMH 
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CAPTAIN  CLUTTERBUCK. 
LATE  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY, 


THE  AUTHOR  OF  "  WAVERLEY.'" 


«■  intarHWI  in  jomr  paJilivLiaa 


titlla,  wbD  had  ml  up  hii  itaff  af  iwl  In  mr  HIiva  tJlluK 
Erurr  oUKT  imiDa  tlvl,  or  ■■Bmia  Id  Jiaw,  HBWIhbr  l«4al 
Ini  w  more.    Tlwr  did  DQt  indsHl  pwcT—lf  fo  to  ■duM  ud 


bu  pnHhUif  to  nnBan.  irioiHli  ii«hu«  hi 

Ihnn  M  mtHl  ibDM  both.   Tin  liirriiv. _._,  .„ 

«]««j"*™ii>»of)ii.Um,.«irtwh«l»o^-wi»»iMirl,ii|,, 

hi>  am  (riim.    Tht  •hopkamfittw  villija  VouihIiiiii  « 
of  HiiianEoiiiood  indtid  pnhf  wch  it  >li  >«■  Mlind  taii 


cirvd  not  fc  "  bodlo"  IVh  lh«  cmnpur  of  tilt  miimt'-  Hif, 
thoDfli  ihara  wv  ■  bovdint-Kbool  ip  Itm  tJILico,  Md  ttiwrti 

inc  m*  |iv1n«  with  an  onofo,  UArt  ikio  Hf  pocket  Iw  mr 
mBt  nt  thii  ipceiil  vvpom,  but  which,  hv  I  dind,  I  on- 
taldlj  wnld  han  lacnlBd  ftir  Bit  own  ptrtonol  yi*.    '-  '-- 

Uul  tli*  diaoiilll'  WH  inal  lo  niita  —  •• — <' 

■Mnw  in  ROPK  ''^'L^f'*  l'*'*^. 

«4aM|id!s(wbiEho(inwl?iaiL      .  .- 


iiTon  IVi«d  to  < 


iHPrr  iwiMtr  sf  all  MplMiHai  uoniid  IB  in  n  MicioH. 
thai  It  baama  tba  ivIibut  Mn.  wnwk.  umdiat  M  Uw  i*». 
KB  of  IMittiiu,  la  (he  nMattr  laM.  dataminaM  ■»  inlDl 
lahmia  loiainkSn  ttn^miom  I  wniMined  to  ilhnuft 

dolBKt  of  lialfW  wa  a  pandiaa.  tin  olttiBr  niwl  paaa  Uuinli 
Iha  gnirntotr  oTdoIr  •wTMnrtHta  ontR  to  laia  aduMoald 
IL  <;aiilDin  Doolillla  nii^l  bnA  hia  blm  coat  vllh  Iba  1*4 
■**."■  ?■■  L"T*  "  "olpnuliaB.  al  hia  plaaaan  y  bat  Enin  Clat 

make  tiM  manila  M'bia  una.  What  w'aa  wane,  Un^puia 
Biiehl  lapoaa  aiidar  the  laater  of  hia  taat-bed  uBIil  DOaa.Iriia 

aa  I  miilH.  had  the  HTffftnt  tO  wbilper  to  "—  '>"  i-nrf.  ^ 

rh  t^  an  indoJaat  dHb—we 


"^■'■"^.fOramHrtaniLr  iif  nliiiiii.  iiiili  llii  imiajaiijl  iif  i 
the  parlwao  of  comBancinff  nr  new  vi*  of  lilb» 

M  i.T'.M?h''if!!iV'"i1''^    i!f^''*'*'"'iii'!'.i'''" 


I  aa«L(d  for  two  dara,  dunog  which  lime  J  l< 
ad  Kwral  aroret,  or  rerdvof  fut  Bod  hoa^aiH 
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\rbm  I  ibot,  Um  abei^ierda  aod  pibufhioen^  and  my  Tery  doc, 
trained  nw  erery  time  that  I  mined,  which  was,  geoAraUy 
MMakinc,  every  time  I  fired.  Besides,  the  country  {entlemen 
in  this  qmrter  like  their  nroe,  and  beyan  to  talk  of  proaecu* 
ttons  and  interdicto.  I  did  not  give  ap  i>hting  the  French  to 
eonmenoe  a  dooMatio  war  with  tli«  "  laeauint  men  of  Teviot- 
^le,"  as  the  song  calls  tb«n ;  so  1  e'en  spent  three  days  (very 
aireeably)  in  deanioff  mjr  fUn,  and  disposing  it  upon  two 
tiooks  over  my  chimoey-pjece. 

The  sucoeas  of  this  accidental  experiment  set  me  on  trying 
aiy  skill  in  the  mechanical  arts.  Accordingly,  I  took,  down 
ud  cleaned  my  landladt'sc&ckoo-clock,  and  in  so  domg,  sr 
knc«l  that  companion  of  the  spring  fer  ever  and  a  day.  I 
imnuted  a  turning  lathe,  and,  in  attempting  to  use  it,  I  «ery 
aeariy  cribbed  off.  with  an  inch-aud-half  fonner,  one  of  the 
fiofrn  which  the  Imssor  had  left  me.       .......  , 

ButtU  I  tried,  both  those  of  the  little  circulaUng  library,  and 
of  the  mora  rational  subscriptlofl  collection  maintained  by 
Uiii  inleUectaal  pe^e.  But  neither  the  light  readmg  of  the 
oee,  nor  the  heary  artillery  of  thf  other,  suited  my  purpose. 
1  always  fell  asleep  at  the  fourth  or  fifth  page  of  history  or  dis- 
oiiitioa:  aad  it  took  me  a  month's  hard  reading  to  wade 
tbRwgb  a  b^bound  trashy  novel,  during  which  I  was  pestered 
with  applications  to  return  the  volumes,  by  every  half-bred 
■illioer's  miM  about  the  place,  to  short,  during  the  hours 
whn  all  the  town  besides  had  something  to  do,  I  had  nothing 
Cm  it,  bat  to  walk  in  the  churchyard,  and  whistle  till  it  was 

oSring  Uiese  promenades,  the  Ruins  necessarily  forced  them- 
seittsoQ  my  attention,  and,  by  degree*,  I  found  myself  engag- 
ed ia  rtodyW  the  mora  minute  omameiHs,  and  at  length  the 
menl  ptanTof  this  noble  stwcturo.  The  old  sexton  aided 
■y  iaboara.  and  gave  roe  his  portion  of  traditional  lore.  Every 
day  added  aomeUung  to  my  stock  of  knowledge  respecting  the 
aiKientfUto  of  ihoDuildior  i  and  at  length  I  made  discoyenes 
ceseeining  the  purpoae  of  several  detached  and  very,  ruinous 
portions  of  it,  the  use  of  which  had  hitherto  been  either  un- 
km>va  altogether,  or  erroneously  explained. 

The  knowledge  which  I  thus  acquired  I  had  flrequent  oppor- 
tooitise  of  ratejiinff  to  those  visiters  whom  the  progress  of  r. 
sSK  tonTbroaght  to  visit  tliis  celebrated  spot  Without 
oicraartungon  the  priril«t;o  of  my  friend  the  sexton,  I  became 
mdtaaUr  an  aasistaat  Cicerone  in  the  task  of  description  and 
^SmUod.  and  ofttti  (seeing  a  fresh  party  of  visiters  arrive) 
liThe  taroed  over  to  me  those  to  whom  he  had  told  half  hw 
story,  with  the  flattering  observation,  "  What  needs  I  wy  ony 
aatr  about  it  I  There's  the  Captain  kens  mair  pent  «t  than 
I  do  or  any  man  in  the  town."  Then  would  I  salute  the  ktrao- 
m'ooarteoosly,  and  expatiate  to  their  astonished  minds  upon 
Sypteaad  cbanoels,  aildoavc-,  arches, Gothjc and  Saxon  wch- 
SSiTnwlliona  and  flying  buttrewes.  It  not  infrequently  hap- 
oeaed  than  an  acqmuntanoe  which  commenced  in  the  Abbey 
Gilded  in  the  inn,  which  served  tf  "licve  Oie  ««lihide  as 
weli  M  the  monotony  of  my  landlad/ft  shoulder  of  mutton, 
whether  roast,  cold,  or  hashed.  ...      ^1.1^ 

Br  detraes  my  mind  became  enlarged ;  I  found  a  book  or  two 
vbtcheoUghtened  me  on  the  sulyeAt  of  Gothic  architecture, 
aadi  teadnow  with  pleasure,  because  I  wa«  interested  in  what 
I  read  aboat.  Even  my  diaracter  began  to  dilate  and  expand. 
i  spoka  with  more  authority  at  the  club,  and  was  listcnedto 
withdefereaee,  because  on  one  subject,  at  least.  I  possessed 
more  infonnatioo  than  any  of  ito  members.  Indeed,  I  found 
that  «ven  my  atones  about  Egypt,  which,  to  say  t™*.  WW 
somewhat  threwJbare,  were  now  Iwtened  to  wiUi  more  fe»po« 
than  ftmneriy.  "  Th©  Captain,"  Uiey  said,  "  had  soroeUiing  in 
him  after  a',— there  wci«  ftw  folk  kond  sae  mickle  about  the 

Abbev  " 

With  thk  general  approbation  waxed  my  own  sense  of  self- 
iaiporunce,  Ed  my  ifeeling  of  general  comfort  I  ate  with 
■oreappetiV  I  digested  with  more  ease,  I  Jay  down  at  11  ght 
with  joTand  atept  sound  tiU  morning,  when  I  arose  with  a 
sBMsofbSy  importance,  and  hied  me  to  roeonire,  to  examine, 
•ad  to  compare  the  various  parts  of  this  interesting  "tfucture. 
JtortafiSSeand  conaciouanew  of  certain  unpleasant  sensa- 
twasitf  a  non-deacript  nature,  about  my  head  and  •toinach,  to 
w5chlhad5Sh»  the  habit  of  attending,  more  for  the  benefit 
of  tbe  rillMe  apothecary  than  my  own,  for  the  pure  want  or 
ZJZSf&etoihuik  kbouL  I  had  found  out  an  occupaUon 
■mi^dr  UKt  was  happy  because  1  had  something  to  do. 
tol  wSj  /  hSd  cSmeSed  local  antiquary,  and  was  not  un- 

'inSlsU^'TJhis  pleasing  career  of  busy  Wlon*".  f" !» 

£'«?S^»r«n  hMMMt  London  citiren,  to  whom  I  had  ex- 
^J2flS^4^m!S^twStaOothic  aid  &  Saxon  arch.)  and 
i^S^vi^^S^i\^i^^^  afmed  at  all  points 
!JfiS  "'  i^^SSS^imel  was  leisurely  and  deliciously  pre- 
SS'Sr' h^^^  S3Tng  Tune??  oia  Dugdale-now  sip- 
KXi^^^^ing^inybrewi  and  cheese-now  undoing 
5?S^'iU  S^b^'iiS'^knee^  of*  button  or  two  of  my 
SSJESTttntillhe  village  clodt  ■ho"ld  stnke  ten,^fore 
•bMitimA  imake  it  a  ni  e  never  to  go  to  bed.  A  loud  icnocK- 
S^SS^  ToSrupted  my  ordinary  process  on  this  occasion. 
S  SiTSi  ?f**S;SSSe7landlo^o7  the  0^««,  vras  hearJ 
vociSiS^  "What  the  deevil,  Mrs.  Gnmslees,  the  Captain 
•  TW  fWem  wm,  and  l»,  ths  prlBclpal  too  in  ths  vlllsg*  of  Ks""*" 

d^^JTikoSrsoa  l>y  whom  lh«  Inn  U  oow  kwpu  David  Kyle,  a 
SwiSiSJSTwIiiUe  important,  a  firrt-raw  p««)n  of  eonjje- 
mu^^^S»M^Moot»i  u.  Uw  bMin««  of  iho  lown,  wss  th*  ori- 
SSrJ^-]r^^iidk«?of  ths  iBB.  Poor  Darldl  Uks  rosny  oUw 
^•S^JoS^^Sa  ei  of  pabUe  dWr.,.M  lo  soom  degr«  10 
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is  no  in  his  bedT  and  a  gentlonan  at  our  house  has  ordered  a 
fowl  and  minced  oollops.  and  a  bottle  of  sherry,  and  has  sent  to 
ask  him  to  supper,  to  tell  him  all  about  the  Abbey." 

"  Na,"  answered  Luckie  Grimslees,  in  the  true  sleepy  tone  of 
a  Scottish  matron  when  ten  o'clock  is  going  to  strike,  "  he's  no 
in  his  bed,  but  Pse  warrant  him  no  gae  out  at  thia  time  o'  night 
to  keep  folks  sitting  up  waiting  for  nim— tiie  Captain's  a  decent 

man."  .    - 

I  plainly  perceived  this  last  compliment  was  made  for  my 
hearing,  by  way  both  of  indicating  and  recommending  the 
course  of  conduct  which  Mrs.  Grimslees  desired  I  should  pur- 
sue. But  I  had  not  been  knocked  about  the  world  for  thirty 
yeare  and  odd,  and  lived  a  blufl"  bachelor  all  the  while,  to  c<raie 
home  and  be  put  under  petticoat  government  by  m^  landlady. 
Accordingly  I  opened  my  chamber-door,  and  desired  my  old 
friend  David  to  walk  up  stairs.  .  ^ .    -  j 

"  Captain,"  said  he.  as  he  entered,  "  I  am  as  glad  to  find  ymi 
Bs  if  I  had  hooked  a  twenty  pound  sai 


uu  iui  11  > ..»«  "w«««»  »  »^«»v,  , There's  a  gen 

tleman  up  yonder  that  will  not  sleep  sound  in  his  bed  this  bleas 


upas 


ed  night,  unless  he  has  the  pleasure  to  drink  a  glass  of  wine 
with  you."  V 

••  You  know,  David?'  I  replied,  with  becoming  dignity,"  that 
I  cannot  with  propriety  go  out  to  visit  strangers  at  this  time  of 
night,  or  accept  of  invitations  from  people  of  whom  I  know 

*bavid'  swore  a  round  oath,  and  added,  "  Was  ever  the  like 
hoard  of?  He  has  ordered  a  fowl  and  eggfauce.  a  pancake  and 
mincbed  collops,  and  a  bottlo  of  sherry— D'ye  think  I  wad  come 
and  ask  you  to  go  to  keep  company  with  ony  bit  Englii^h  rjder, 
that  sups  on  toasted  cheese,  and  a  cheercr  of  rum  toddy? 
Thi8  is  a  gentleman  every  inch  of  him,  and  a  virtuoso,  a  clean 
virtuoso— a  sad-coloured  stand  of  claithes,  and  a  wig  like  the 
curled  back  of  a  mug  ewe.  The  very  flrat  question  he  speerod 
was  about  the  auld  drawbridg  that  has  been  at  the  bottom  or 
the  water  these  twalscore  years— I  have  seen  the  fiandadons 
when  we  were  sticking  samnon— And  how  the  deevil  aauld  he 
ken  ony  thing  about  the  auld  drawbrig,  unless  he  were  a  vir- 
tuoso ?'^t 

David  being  a  virtuoso  in  his  own  way,  and  moreover  a  land- 
holder and  heritor,  was  a  qualified  judfe  of  all  who  frequented 
his  house,  and  therefore  I  could  not  avoid  agam  tymg  the  stnngs 

of  my  knees.  .  ■     .■         ^  -i^ 

"  That's  right.  Captain,"  vociferated  David ;  you  twa  will 
be  as  thick  as  tliree  m  a  bed  an  anco  ye  forgather.  I  haena  seen 
Uie  like  o*  him  my  very  sell  since  I  saw  the  groat  Doctor  Samuel 
Johnson  on  his  tower  through  ScoUand.  whilk  tower  is  lymg 
in  my  back-parlour  for  the  amusement  of  my  guests,  wi  the  twa 

boards  torn  afl*."  .  ^  ,     ^     j.,, 

"  Then  the  gentleman  is  a  scholar,  David  1 

"  I'se  uphaud  him  a  scholar,"  answered  David ;  he  has  a 
black  coat  on,  or  a  brown  ane,  at  ony  rate." 

**  I  am  thfnkirSno,  for  he  looked  after  his  horse's  supper  be- 
fore he  spoke  o'  his  ain,"  replied  mine  host 
••  Has  he  a  servant  V  demanded  I.  j  *.      w    •  ._ 

"Nae  servant,"  answered  David  ;  "but  a  grand  moe  he  has 
o'  his  ain,  that  wad  gar  ony  body*e  wUling  to  servt  him  that 

°"  Anifwhat  makes  him  think  of  disturbing  me  J  Ah,  Da^jdi 
this  has  been  some  of  your  chattering ;  you  are  perpetuau? 
bringing  your  guests  on  my  shoulders,  as  if  it  were  my  business 
to  entertain  every  man  who  comes  to  the  George. 

"  What  the  deil  wad  ye  hae  me  do,  Captain  7'^  answered  mine 
host ;  "  a  gentleman  lighu  down,  and  asks  nw  in  a  most  earn- 
est manner,  what  roan  of  aenae  and  leaniing  there  is  about  oiw 
town,  that  can  tell  him  about  the  antiquitiw  of  the  place,  and 
specially  about  the  auld  Abbey-ye  wadna  hae  me  tell  the  gen- 
tfeman  a  loc?  end  ye  ken  weel  encugh  there  is  nwbcKly  intte 
town  can  say  a  reaauoable  word  about  it,  be  it  no  youreeu, 
except  the  bedral,  and  he  is  as  fou  as  a  piper  by  this  time. 
80.  says  1,  there's  Captain  Clutterbuck.  that's  a  ^nr  civil  gen- 
tleman, MdjMis  little  to  do  forby  telling  a*  the  auld  cracks 
about  the  Alfcy.  and  dwells  just  hard  by.  Then  -ays  ttiefeo- 
man  to  me,  '  Sir '  says  he,  very  civilly,  ^  have  the  goodnwB  to 
step  to  Captain  Clutterbuck  with  my  compliments,  and  say  i 
am  a  stranger,  who  have  been  led  to  these  paru  chiefly  by  tha 
fame  of  these  Ruins,  and  that  I  would  call  upon  him,  but  the 
hour  is  late.'  And  mair  he  said  that  I  have  forgotten,  but  1 
SSll  remember  it  ended,-'  And  landlord,  get  a  botU«  of  your 
best  sherry,  and  supper  for  two. '-You  wadna  have  had  me  ra- 
ftise  to  do  Uie  gentleman's  biddin?.  and  me  a  publican  r 

••  Well,  David,"  said  I,  "  1  w  i«h  your  virtuoso  had  taken  a 
fitter  hour- but  as  you  say  he  is  a  ?'"n tleman''— —■ 

"I'se uphaud  him  that-lhe  order  Eueaks  for  itseU— abotUe 
of  sherry-roinched  collops  apd  a  fuwf- that's  speakmglikea 
genUemSn,  I  trowt-Thai'«  nghi.CnpUiin.  button  weel  up.  the 
night's  raw-but  the  water's  clearing  for  a"  that;  we  11  be  on  i 
neist  night  wi'  my  Lord's  boats,  and  we'll  hae  ill  luck  if  I  dmna 
send  jou  a  kipper  to  relish  your  ale  at  o'cn.  X 

In  five  minutes  after  this  dialogue,  I  found  myself  m  the  par 
lour  of  the  George,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  ""Of^Ki^h  um 

He  was  a  grave  personage,  about  my  own  age.  «)»^"?LJ^ 
shaU  call  about  fifty.)  and  really  had,  as  my  frMmpavidexpresj- 
ed  It.  something  in  his  fkce  that  inclined  men  to  oblige  and  to 
servd  him.    Yet  this  expression  of  authority  was  notat  all  of 
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■isted  of  a  uoiform  rait  of  iwagny  clotbec,  cut  in  ratbcr  ma 
old-faihioned  form.  His  tofi  were  defended  with  stroof  leath- 
ern ffambadooB,  which,  according  toon  antiquarian  oontnvaooa, 
opened  at  tlie  udes,  and  were  secured  by  ■teei  daipe.  Hia  coon* 
tenonce  was  worn  ai  much  bjr  toil  and  lorrow  ai  by  age,  for  it 
intimated  that  he  had  teen  and  endured  much.  Hia  addreta  waa 
ringxilarljr  pleasing  and  gentlemanlike,  and  tlie  apojogr  wbicti 
he  made  for  disturbing  me  at  such  an  hour,  and  in  such  a  man- 
ner, was  so  well  and  handnomely  expressed,  that  I  could  not  re- 
ply otherwise  than  by  declaring  my  willingoesa  to  be  of  scnrice 
to  him. 

"  I  have  been  a  trareller  to-day,  sir,"  said  he,  "  and  I  would 
willingly  defer  tlie  little  I  have  to  say  till  after  supper,  fbr  which 
I  foel  rather  mora  appetixed  than  usual." 

Wo  sate  down  to  table,  and  notwithstanding  the  stranger's 
alleged  appetite,  as  well  as  the  gentle  preparation  of  cheese 
and  ale  whicli  I  had  already  laid  aboard,  I  really  believe  that 
1  of  the  two  did  the  greater  honour  to  my  friend  David's  fowl 
and  minced  coUops. 

When  the  doth  was  removed,  and  we  had  each  made  a  tum- 
bler of  negus,  of  that  liquor  which  hostacall  Sherry,  and  guests 
call  Lisbon,  I  perceived  that  the  stranger  seemed  pensive,  si- 
lent, and  somewhat  embarrassed,  as  if  he  had  something  to 
communicate  which  he  knew  not  well  how  to  introduce.  To 
pave  the  way  (br  him,  I  spoke  of  the  ancient  ruins  of  the  Mo- 
nastery, and  of  their  history.  But,  to  my  great  surprise,  I  found 
I  had  met  my  match  with  a  witness.  The  stranger  not  only 
knew  all  that  I  could  tell  him,  but  a  great  deal  more ;  and,  what 
was  still  more  mortifying,  he  was  able,  by  reference  to  dates, 
charters,  and  other  evidence  of  facts,  that,  as  Hums  savs, 
"  downa  be  disputed,"  to  correct  many  of  the  vague  tales 
which  I  had  adopted  on  looee  and  vul^  traditon,  as  well  as 
to  confute  more  than  one  of  my  favourite  theories  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  old  monks  and  their  dwellings,  which  I  had  sported 
freely  in  all  the  presumption  of  superior  information.  And 
here  I  cannot  but  remark,  that  much  of  the  stranger's  argu- 
ments and  inductions  restM  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Deputy 
Register  of  Scotland,*  and  nis  lucubrations  ;  a  gentleman 
whose  indefatigable  research  into  the  national  records  is  like 
to  destroy  my  trade,  and  that  of  all  local  antiquaries,  by  sub- 
stituting truth  instead  of  legend  and  romance.  Alas.  I  would 
the  learned  gentleman  did  but  know  how  difficult  it  is  for  us 
dealers  in  petty  wares  of  antiquity  to— 

Plack  from  oar  mwnoriM  a  rooted  "  legend," 
Raie  ont  the  written  rcisonU  of  oar  brmio, 
Or  deauo  oar  boaonu  of  that  pcrllotu  •toff— 

and  so  forth.  It  would,  I  am  sure,  move  his  pity  to  think  how 
manr  old  dogs  he  hath  set  to  learn  new  tricks,  how  many  ve- 
nerable parrots  he  hath  taught  to  sing  a  new  song,  how  man/ 
gray  heads  he  hath  addled  by  vain  attempts  to  exchange  their 
old  Mumprimtu  for  his  new  Bumpsimus.  But  let  it  pasa  Hu- 
mana perpcssi  «usi«m— All  changes  round  us,  past,  present,  and 
to  come :  that  which  was  history  yesterday  becomes  fable  to- 
day, and  the  truth  of  to-day  is  hatched  into  a  lie  by  to-mor- 
row. 

Findinff  myself  like  to  be  overpowered  in  the  Monastery, 
which  I  had  hitherto  regarded  as  my  citadel,  I  began,  like  a 
■kilfUl  general,  to  evacuate  that  place  of  defence,  and  fight  my 
way  through  the  adjacent  country.  I  had  recourse  to  my  ac- 
quaintance with  the  families  and  antiquities  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, ground  on  which  I  thought  I  miglit  skirmish  at  large  witli- 
out  its  being  possible  for  the  stranger  to  meet  me  with  advan- 
tage.   But  I  was  mistaken. 

The  man  in  the  iron-gray  suit  showed  a  much  more  minute 
knowledge  of  these  particulars  than  I  had  the  least  pretension 
to.  He  could  tell  the  verv  year  in  which  the  ftimily  of  De 
Haga  first  nettled  on  their  ancient  baroov.f  Not  a  Thane 
within  reach  but  be  knew  his  family  and  connexions,  how 
many  of  his  ancestora  had  fUlen  by  the  sword  of  the  English, 
how  many  in  domestic  brawl,  and  how  many  by  the  hand  of 
tl)e  executioner  for  march-treason.  Their  castlap  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  from  turret  to  foundation-stone ;  and  as  for  the 
miscellaneous  antiquities  scattered  about  the  country,  he  knew 
everv  one  of  them,  fh>m  B-crowtkck  to  a  cairnj  and  could  give  as 
rood  an  account  of  each  as  if  he  had  lived  in  the  time  of  the 
Danes  or  Druids. 

I  was  now  in  the  mortifying  predioament  of  one  who  sudden- 
ly finds  himself  a  scholar  when  he  caihe  to  teach,  and  nothing 
was  left  for  me  but  to  pick  up  as  much  of  his  conversation  as 
I  could,  for  the  benefit  of  the  next  company.  I  told,  indeed, 
Allan  ItamMiy's  story  of  the  Monk  and  Miller's  Wife,  in  order 
to  retreat  with  some  honour  tmder  cover  of  a  parting  volley. 
Here,  however,  my  flank  was  again  turned  by  the  eternal 
straruer. 

"  You  are  pleased  to  be  fkcetious,  sir,"  said  he :  "  but  you 
cannot  be  ignorant,  that  the  ludicrous  incident  you  mentioned 
is  the  subject  of  a  tale  much  older  than  tiiat  of  Allan  Ram- 
say." 

I  nodded,  unwilling  to  acknowledge  my  ignorance,  though, 
in  fart,  I  knew  no  more  what  he  meant  than  did  one  of  my 
fnend  David's  post-horaes. 

"  I  do  not  allude,"  continued  my  omniscient  companion,  "  to 
Uie  curious  poem  published  by  Pinkerton  from  the  Maitland 
Manuscript,  called  the  Pryars  of  Berwick,  although  it  presents 
a  very  minute  and  amusing  picture  of  Scottish  manners  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  James  V. :  but  rather  to  the  Italian  novelist, 
by  whom,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  story  was  first  printed,  although 

*  Tbomaa  Thomaon,  Eaq.,  whoM  wtll-dwsnr*d  psntgyrio  ought  to  b« 
io«Dd  on  another  page  than  one  wriUso  liy  aa  inUmate  friaad  of  thirty 
years'  standing. 

t  11m  family  of  De  Haga,  modernised  iate  Haig,  of  BtrntreUe,  it  of 
the  higheat  anUqnIty,  and  U  the  mbyml  of  one  of  the  prophecies  of 
Thomas  the  Khymee: 


^^.  betide,  whaU'sr  bsdds, 
Haig  AaM  be  Haig  of  nwenfds. 


unquestionably  he  first  took  his  onginal  fraoi  aome  aneieat 
fmau."t 

"  It  is  not  to  be  doubled."  answered  1,  not  veir  well  under- 
standing, however,  the  propositioo  to  which  I  gave  such  im- 
qualifleo  assent 

"  Yet,"  continued  my  companion,  "  1  qnaatioa  much,  had  yon 
known  my  situation  and  profession,  whether  you  would  have 
pitched  upon  this  precise  anecdote  for  my  anrasement " 

This  observation  he  made  in  a  tone  of  perfect  good-httmouc 
I  pricked  up  my  eara  at  the  hint,  and  answered  as  pdit^y  as 
I  could,  that  my  ignorance  of  his  condition  and  rank  ooold  be 
the  only  cause  of  my  havinf  stumbled  on  any  thing  disagreea- 
ble ;  aiid  that  I  was  most  willing  to  apologise  for  my  tmialaM- 
tional  oflTeoeejSo  soon  as  I  should  know  wherein  it  cooaist»d. 

"  Nay,  no  offence,  sir,"  he  replied :  "  offence  can  only  axisl 
where  It  is  taken.  I  have  been  too  long  accastomeii  to  more 
severe  and  cruel  misoonttractions,  to  be  ofibnded  at  a  popadar 
jest,  though  directed  at  my  profession." 

"  Am  I  lb  underatand,  then,"  I  aoswered,  "  that  I  am  speak- 
mg  with  a  Catholic  clergyman  7" 

^'  An  unworthy  monk  of  the  order  of  Saint  Benediet,"  said 
the  stranger,  "  belonringto  a  community  of  yovr  own  covntfy- 
men.  lona  established  in  France,  and  scattered  unBaj^y  by  tha 
events  of  the  Revolution." 

';  Then,"  said  I,  "  you  are  a  native  Scotchman,  and  (nm  this 
nei  ghbon  rhood  f " 

"Not so,"  answered  the  monk :  "I  am  a Seot^unan  by  es- 
trection  only,  and  never  waa  in  this  neighbourhood  during  my 
whole  life."  -•  -^ 

"  Never  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  yet  so  minvtaly  aoquaiDt- 
ed  with  its  history,  its  traditions,  and  even  ita  external  aoeoa- 
ry  I    You  surprise  me  sir,"  I  replied. 

"  It  is  not  surprising."  he  said,  "  that  I  should  have  that  sort 
of  local  information,  when  it  is  considered,  that  my  oode,  an 
excdient  man,  as  well  as  a  good  Scotchman,  the  h^  also  of 
our  religious  community,  employed  much  of  his  leiaore  in  ma- 
king me  acquainted  with  these  particulara  ;^nd  that  I  myaelf. 
disgusted  with  what  has  been  passing  around  me,  have  for 
many  years  amused  myself,  bf  digesting  and  arranging  the  vari- 
ous scraps  of  information  which  I  derived  fVommy  worthy  rela* 
tive,  and  other  aged  brethren  of  our  order." 

"  I  presume,  sir,"  said  I,  "  though  I  would  by  no  means  in- 
trude the  question,  that  you  are  now  returned  to  Scotland  with 
a  view  to  settle  amongst  four  countrymen,  since  the  great  poli- 
tical catastrophe  of  our  time  has  reduced  your  corps  r* 

"No,  sir."  replied  the  Benedictine,  "such  is  not  my  inten- 
tion. A  European  potentate,  who  still  cherishes  the  Catholic 
fUth,  has  offered  us  a  retreat  within  his  dominions,  where  a 
(bw  of  my  scattered  brethren  are  already  assembled,  to  pray  to 
God  for  blcssinn  on  their  protector,  and  pardon  to  their  ene- 
mies. No  one,  I  believe,  will  be  able  to  object  to  us  under  our 
new  establishment,  that  the  extent  of  our  revenues  will  tie  tn- 
coiuistent  with  our  vpws  of  poverty  and  abstinence ;  but,  let 
lu  Ktiive  to  be  thainRUl  to  God,  that  the  snare  of  tamporal 
abundance  is  removed  fh>m  ua" 

"  Many  of  your  convenu  abroad,  sir,"  said  I,  "enjoyed  very 
handsome  incomes— and  yet,  allowing  (br  timet,  I  question  if 
any  were  better  provided  fbr  than  uie  Monastery  of  this  vil- 
lage. It  is  said  to  have  possessed  neariy  two  thousand  pounds 
in  yearly  money-rent,  fourteen  chalders  and  nine  bdls  of  wheat, 
fiftv-six  chaldera  five  bolls  bariey,  forty-four  chalders  and  tea 
bolls  oats,  capons  and  pouUnr.  butter,  salt,  carriage  and  arriage, 
peats  and  kain,  wool  and  Be."  • 

"  Even  too  much  of  all  these  temporal  goods,  eir,"  aaid  my 
companion,  "  which,  though  well  iotMideo  by  the  pious  dooois, 
served  only  to  make  the  establishment  the  envy  and  the  pcviy 
of  those  by  whom  it  was  finally  devoured." 

"  In  the  meanwhile^  however,"  I  observed,  **  the  BKNiks  had 
an  easy  life  of  it,  and,  as  the  old  song  goes, 

— -  made  gnde  kale 

On  Friday •  when  they  fasted.** 

"  I  underatand  you,  air,"  said  the  Benedietine  i  "  it  is  difll- 
cult,  saith  the  proverb,  to  carry  a  M\  cup  without  epilKng. 
Unquestionably  the  wealth  of  the  commtmity,  as  it  endanaurad 
the  safety  of  the  establislimeot  by  exciting  the  cupidiV  <rf 
others,  was  also  in  flreqtient  instances  a  snare  to  the  bramrea 
tlicmselves.  And  yet  we  have  seen  the  revenuea  of  oonvenis 
expended,  not  only  in  acts  of  beneficence  and  hospitality  to  in- 
divtduals.  but  in  works  of  general  and  permanent  advantage  to 
the  world  at  large.  The  noble  folio  collcctjon  of  Preach  his- 
torians commenced  in  1737,  under  the  inspection  and  at  tha  ex- 
pend of  the  community  of  Saint  Maur,  will  long  ahow  that 
the  revenuori  of  the  Benedictines  were  not  always  spent  in  aelf- 
indulgence,  and  that  the  members  of  that  order  did  not  uni- 
formly slumber  in  sloth  and  indolence,  when  they  had  dia- 
ch.irged  the  formal  duties  of  their  rule." 

As  I  know  nothing  earthly  at  the  time  about  the  coamnmity 
of  Saint  Maur  and  their  learned  labours,  1  could  only  rvtnm  a 
mumblin;;  assent  to  Uiis  proposition.  I  have  since  seen  this 
noble  work  in  the  library  of  a  distinguished  ftoiily,  and  1  mast 
own  I  am  ashamed  to  reflect  that  in  so  wealthy  a  coirotry  as 
purs,  a  similar  digest  of  our  historians  should  not  be  underta- 
ken, under  the  patronage  of  the  noble  and  the  learned,  m  ri- 
valry of  that  which  the  Benedictines  of  Paris  executed  at  tha 
expense  of  their  own  conventual  fhnda. 

''I  perceive,"  said  the  ex-Benedictine,  amiling,  "that  yom 
heretical  prejudices  are  too  strong  to  allow  us  poor  bratmiao 
any  merit,  whether  literary  or  spirituaL" 

"Far  fhmi  it.  sir,"  said  I ;  "  I  assure  yon  I  have  beea  moA 
obliged  to  monks  in  my  time.  When  I  waa  quartered  in  a  Mo- 
nastery in  Flandera,  in  the  campaign  of  ITM,  I  never  lived 

^  It  b  oartone  to  remark  it  hov  IHllc  ezpenee  of  invention  saecwBve 
aget  are  oont«nt  to  receive  amuMOMnt.  liie  earns  story  wlki«li  tUmmr 
and  Donbar  have  eacoeeatTely  handled,  foroM  alsB  the  sabl««  of  the 
modem  f  aree.  No  Bong,  no  Bvpptr.  ^^ 


INTRODUCTORY  EPISTLE. 


tail  CODPoi,  tod  right  aorrr  wm  1  to  leave  mr  food  quarten. 
y  tokpowUiatm^boDwthofwwe  to  beit  t£e  ma^l 

TIM  poor  BttMdietiae  looked  down  and  was  sUent  I  had 
2S7SS2Si^!!!!tS?**.*  ^^  °^  *>>"«  reflections,  or  rather  I 
!5ir??K2l.*^I!^  radeir  upon  a  chord  whicli  seldom  ceas- 
St?L!2!Sui^****S  ,^^*  ™'  ^»2«  too  much  accostomed  to 
2f  «!Sr?C~.?**2  ?'  ******  to  wrifer  it  to  overcome  him.  On 
SL^S^ '^^f'?**^  to  atone  for  my  bhmder.  "If  there  was 
!^i?52^il' ***•  ^"i??'  to  this  country  in  which  I  could, 
witfc  fffDonoty.  asnst  hun,  I  beffged  to  offer  him  ray  best  ser- 

rL*..  4*^  VW.  ■**"**.  i*^^«™P*»"»  «»  «»«  '^o«'»  "  with 
nety^M  I  felt  it  would  Ul  become  me,  a  sound  protestant, 
^aaervaptof  vovemment  so  far  as  my  half  pay  was  con 

SK*  J?JflT****L5?I!rl^  *°  .*"/  wcruiting  which  my  com- 
PJttKWBMfht  have  mdertaken  w  behalf  of  foreifn  seminaries. 

iI»ISrtS.*£?S5if*l£*"  f^'  Jl**  advancement  of  popery,  which, 
?5!?^*£i?^  be.actually  the  old  lady  of  Babyloii  or  no 
u  Ota  not  D*«>roe  me  m  any  manner  to  advance  or  countenance. 

j^  new  mead  hastened  to  rdieve  my  indecision.  "  I  was 
2SL'?.!2!f5i7?'H^  assistanoc,  sir,"  he  said.  "  in  a  matter 
wttieactnnptbttt  interest  you  as  an  antiquary,  and  a  penwn  of 
SSSr^^'LL  ^^Z*  ^i*."  ^'  relates  entirely  to  events  and 
JMSUM  wmyved  to  the  distance  of  two  centuries  and  a  half. 
iBsrw  ^^«neoped  too  much  evil  from  the  violent  unseiUement 
^«te  oMBtry  in  which  I  was  bom.  to  be  a  rash  laboutor  in  the 
ww«  or  uuiovation  in  that  of  my  ancestors." 

I  am  assured  him  of  my  willingnefls  to  assist  him  in  any 
Ote  that  waanot  contrary  to  my  allegiance  or  rolirion. 
Ik.  2JS??*^''.  **••  '^.<«<?.  "flfecls  neither.-May  God  bless 
XliSIPV**??"''^  ^  Britain  I  They  are  not,  indeed,  of  that 
S!!l?rl[Ll*V5?^  'T?'*=**  ^y  ancestors  struggled  and  suffered  in 
SI' J^lfL*^  Providence  who  has  conducted  his  present  Ma- 
J«y  n  cue  throne,  has  given  him  the  virtues  necessary  to  his 
™»-««oess  and  intrepidity— a  true  love  of  his  country,  and 
~  •?*P«w*?a  ▼»«w  of  the  dangers  by  which  she  is  surrounded. 
~ror  me  religion  of  these  realms,  I  am  contented  to  hope  that 
megwat  Power,  whose  mysterious  dispensation  has  rent  them 
worn  the  bosom  of  the  church,  will,  in  his  own  good  time  and 
■now,  restore  them  to  its  holy  pale.  The  efforts  of  an  indivi- 
•■I,  otaeore  and  humble  as  myself,  might  well  retard,  but  could 
OCTwadvanee,  a. work  so  mighty." 

my  I  then  inquire,  sir,*^"  said  I,  "  with  what  purpose  you 
MkthM  country  r*  k-k— * 

Ei«  my  ramnuioa  replied,  he  took  ftom  his  pocket  a  clasped 
P*»y  poMc,  UMMit  the  size  of  a  regimental  orderly-book,  nill. 
Mu  seemed,  of  memoranda ;  and  drawing  one  of  the  candles 
gg*a  to  him,  (for  David,  as  a  strong  proof  of  his  respect  for  the 
"aager,  had  mdnlged  us  with  two,)  ho  seemed  to  peruse  the 
cwemts  very  earnestly. 

There  is  among  the  ruins  of  the  western  end  of  the  Abbey 
Awch,"  said  he,  looking  up  to  me.  yet  keeping  the  memoran- 
^i-book  half  open,  and  oceasionaly  glancing  at  it,  as  if  to  re- 
nesh  hu  memory,  "  a  sort  of  recess  or  chapel  beneath  a  broken 
srch.  and  in  tho  immediate  vicinity  of  one  of  those  shattered 
Gothic  columns  which  once  supported  the  magnificent  roof, 
whose  fkn  has  now  encund>ered  that  part  of  the  building  with 
itsranm." 

"  I  think,"  said  I.  "  that  I  know  whereabouts  you  are.  Is  there 
not  ra  the  side  wall  of  the  chapel,  or  recess  which  you  mention, 
a  large  carv«d  bUms,  bearing  a  coat  of  arms,  which  no  one  hi- 
therto has  been  able  to  decipher?*' 

I*  Yon  are  right,"  answered  the  Benedictine ;  and  again  con- 
suiting  his  OMmoraDda,  he  added,  "  the  arms  on  the  dexter  side 
are  those  ot  Glendinninf ,  being  a  cross  parted  bv  a  cross  indent- 
ed and  eonnterchargedof  the  same ;  and  on  the  sinister  three 
^MV-rowels  fbr  those  of  Avenel ;  they  are  two  ancient  fkmilies, 
aow almost  extinct  in  this  country— the  anoB part  jf  per  jnie." 

''  I  think,"  said  I,  "  there  is  no  part  of  this  ancient  structure 
w^  which  you  are  not  as  well  acquainted  as  was  the  mason 
whebaSt  it  But  if  your  infbrmation  be  correct,  he  who  made 
Ml  thsss bearings  must  have  bad  better  eyes  than  mine." 

"  His  eyes,"  said  the  Benedictine,  "  have  long  been  closed  in 
deaa;  prabably  when  he  inspected  the  monument  it  was  in  a 
OMR  psrfcet  state,  or  he  may  have  derived  his  inftmnationfrom 
tfaetnditioo  of  the  place." 

"I assure  yov."  said  I,  "  that  no  such  tradition  now  exists.— 
I  hove  made  several  reconnoissances  among  the  old  people,  in 
hapss  to  learn  something  of  the  armorial  bearings,  but  I  never 
bssnl  of  such  a  circumstance.  It  seems  odd  that  you  should 
teve  seqaaed  it  in  a  foreign  land." 

"These  trifling  particulars,"  he  replied,  "  were  formerly  look- 
ed ipon  as  more  important,  and  they  were  sanctified  to  the 
oSei  who  retained  recollection  of  them,  because  they  related 
ts  aplaee  dear  indeed  to  memory,  but  which  their  eyes  could 
Bsvfr  again  behold.  It  is  possible,  in  like  manner,  that  on  the 
PMooac  or  Snsqnehannan,  you  may  find  traditions  current 
Mnceminc  places  in  England,  which  are  utterly  forgottra  in  the 
BQChboomood  where  tltey  originated.  But  to  my  purpow.  In 
tkis  recess,  marked  by  the  armorial  bearings,  lies  buried  a  trea- 
nt,  and  it  is  in  order  to  remove  it  that  I  have  undertaken  my 
PRsestjoarotfy." 

"A  treasure  {"echoed  I.  in  astonishment 

**  Tes,'*  replied  the  monk,  "  an  inestimable  treasure  for  those 
uhekBowbow  to  use  it  rightly." 

lowooyearadid  tingle  a  little  at  the  word  treasure,  and  that 
k  hoadsoae  tilbury,  with  a  neat  groom  in  bhte  and  scarlet  livery, 


J  op.         ou»  •  jOMaww  uro  w*ii,  shm  <k>  uvu  i««nu  uiv. 

"  I  beUeve,"  said  I, "  all  hidden  treaaure  belongs  either  to  the 
kiigor  the  kwd  of  the  soil ;  and  asl  have  served  his  majesty,  I 
eaanot  eoaceiB  nmelf  in  any  adventure  which  may  have  an 
eod  in  the  Court  or  Exchequer.** 

"Tbstreapiw  I  seek."  said  the  stranger  aniling.  "win  not  be 
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envied  by  princee  or  noUei.— it  ia  cimply  the  heart  of  an  up- 
rigntman.  *^ 

•J»u^ '  Ijonderstand  yop,"  I  answered ;  "  some  relic,  forgotten 
in  the  confosion  of  the  Reformation.  I  know  the  value  which 
men  of  your  persuasion  put  upon  the  bodies  and  limbs  of  saints. 
I  have  seen  the  Three  Kings  of  Cologne."  ~««. 

..IIP'.'*"*^  which  P  seek,  however."  said  the  Benedictine, 
are  not  precisely  of  thctbature.  The  excellent  relaUvo  whom 
I  nave  already  mentioned,  amused  his  leisure  hours  with  puttinjr 
Into  form  the  traditions  of  his  family,  particularly  some  remark- 
able circumstances  which  took  place  about  the  flrat  breakine 
out  of  the  Schism  of  the  church  in  Scotland.  He  became  so 
much  interested  in  his  own  labours,  that  at  lengUi  ho  resolved 
that  the  heart  of  one  individual,  the  hero  of  his  tale,  sliould  rest 
no  longer  in  a  land  of  heresy,  now  deserted  by  all  his  kindred. 
As  he  knew  where  it  was  deposited,  he  formed  the  resolution  to 
visit  his  native  country  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  this  valued 
relic  But  age,  and  at  length  disease,  interfered  witli  his  resolu- 
tion, and  It  was  on  his  deathbed  that  he  charged  mo  to  under- 
take the  task  in  his  stead.  The  various  important  events  which 
have  crowded  upon  each  other,  our  ruin  and  our  exile,  have  for 
many  vears  oblig<Ml  me  to  postpone  this  delegated  duty.  Why. 
indeed,  transfer  the  relics  of  a  holy  and  woruiy  man  to  a  coun- 
try, wliere  religion  and  virtue  are  become  tlie  mockery  of  the 
Boomer  7  I  have  now  a  home,  which  I  trust  may  be  permanent, 
if  any  thing  in  this  north  can  be  termed  so.  Thither  wiltl 
transport  the  heart  of  the  good  father,  and  beside  tlie  shrine 
which  it  shall  occupy,  I  will  construct  my  own  grave." 

"  He  must,  indeed,  have  been  an  excellent  man,"  replied  I 
"  whose  memory,  at  so  distant  a  period,  calls  forth  such  strong 
marks  of  regard." 

"  He  was,  as  you  justly  term  him,"  said  the  ecclesiastic,  "  in- 
deed excellent— excellent  in  bis  lilfe  and  doctrine— excellent, 
above  all,  in  his  self-denied  and  disinterested  sacrifice  of  all  that 
life  holds  dear,  to  principle  and  to  friendship.  But  yon  shall  read 
his  history.  I  shall  be  happy  at  once  to  gratify  your  curiosity 
and  to  show  my  sense  of  your  kindness,  if  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  procure  roe  the  means  of  accomplishing  my  object" 
I  replied  to  the  Benedictine,  that,  as  the  rubbish  amongst 
which  he  proposed  to  search  was  no  part  of  the  ordinary  bunal- 
ground,  and  as  I  was  on  the  best  terms  with  the  sexton,  I  had 
little  doubt  that  I  could  procure  him  the  means  of  executing  his 
pious  pnrpfMe. 

With  this  promise  vre  parted  for  the  night ;  and  on  the  ensuing 
morning  I  made  it  my  business  to  see  the  sexton,  who,  for  a 
small  gratuity,  readilv  granted  permission  of  search,  on  condi- 
tion, however,  that  he  should  be  present  himself,  to  see  that 
the  stronger  removed  nothing  of  intrinsic  value. 

"  To  banes,  and  skulls,  and  hearts,  if  he  can  fbid  ony,  he  shall 
be  welcome,"  said  this  guardian  of  the  ruined  Monastery 
"  there's  plenty  a'  about,  an  he's  curious  of  them  ;  but  if  there 
be  ony  picts"  (meaning  perhaps  ppx)  "  or  chalishes,  or  the  like 
of  such  Popish  veshells  of  gold  and  silver,  deil  hae  me  an  I  con- 
neeve  at  their  being  removed." 

The  sexton  also  stipulated^  that  our  researches  should  take 
place  at  night,  being  imwilling  to  excite  observation,  or  aive> 
tU9  to  scandal. 

My  new  acquaintance  and  I  spent  the  day  as  became  lovera  of 
hoar  antiquity.  We  vMted  every  comer  of  these  magnificent 
nuns  agom  and  again  during  tlie  forenoon  ;  and,  having  made  a 
comfortable, dinner  at  David's,  we  walked  in  the  aAeraoon  to 
such  places  in  the  neighbourhood  as  ancient  tradition  or  modem 
conjecture  had  rendered  markworthy.  Night  found  us  in  the  in* 
tenor  of  the  rains,  attended  by  tlie  sexton,  who  carried  a  dark 
lantern,  and  stumbling  alternately  over  the  graves  of  the  dead, 
and  the  fragments  of  tfiat  architecture,  "  which  they  doubtless 
trusted  would  have  canopied  their  bones  till  doomsday." 

I  am  by  no  means  particularly  superstitious,  and  yet  there 
was  that  in  the  present  service  which  I  did  not  very  much  like. 
There  was  something  awftil  in  the  resolution  of  disturbing,  at 
such  an  hour,  and  in  such  a  place,  tho  still  and  mute  sanctity  of 
the  grave^^My  companions  were  free  from  this  impression— the 
stranger  from  hu  energetic  desire  to  execute  the  purpose  for 
which  he  came— and  the  sexton  from  habitual  indifierence.— 
We  soon  stood  in  the  aisle,  which,  bv  the  account  of  the  Bene- 
dictine, contained  the  bones  of  the  fiunily  of  Glendinning,  and 
were  busily  employed  in  removing  the  rubbish  from  a  corner 
which  the  stranger  pointed  cmt  If  a  half-pay  C^tain  could 
have  represented  an  ancient  Borderknight,  or  an  ex^nedictine 
of  the  nineteenth  century  a  wixard  monk  of  the  sixteenth,  we 
might  have  aptly  enough  personified  the  search  alter  Michael 
Scott's  lamp  and  book  of  magic  power.  But  the  sexton  would 
have  been  « trap  in  the  group.* 

Ere  the  stranger,  assisted  by  the  sexton  in  his  task,  had  been 
long  at  work,  they  came  to  some  hewn  stones,  which  seemed  to 
have  made  part  of  a  small  duine,  though  now  displaced  i(hd 
destroyed. 

"  Let  us  remove  these  with  caution,  my  friend."  said  the 
stranger, "  lest  we  injtve  that  which  I  come  to  seek.^' 

"  They  are  prime  stanes,"  said  the  sexton,  "  picked  free  every 
ane  of  them ;— warse  than  the  best  wad  never  serve  the  monks, 
Tse  wanrant." 

A  minute  afrer  he  had  made  this  observation,  he  exclaimed, 
"  I  hae  fhnd  something  wm  that  stands  again'  the  spade,  as  if  it 
were  neither  earth  nor  stane." 
The  stranger  stooped  eagerly  to  assist  him. 
"  Na,  na,  naill  o'  my  aln,"  oiid  the  sextoo  ;  "  nae  hahres  or 

*  Thia  b  ons  of  tboss  pssMgss  whloh  mail  now  read  swkwsnUy, 
stitee  •vary  ons  knows  that  Uw  Novsliit  sod  tbs  satbor  of  tbs  Lay  of  ths 
MioslnJ,  IS  tbs  Bso*  pctsoo.  Bat  bsfora  the  avowal  vat  nads,  ths  aa- 
thor  was  forced  ioto  this  and  slmUar  otfeneca  agaiMt  good  taata,  to  mset 
an  argonent,  often  rcpsatsd,  that  Uwre  waa  tomethbg  TSfv  nyatetloiis 
in  the  Anthor  of  Wavarisy'a  nmn*  eonccrnlng  Sir  Waitsr  Beott,  an  an- 
thor  •uBclmtly  volaaainotia  at  least  I  bad  a  great  mJod  to  remove  the 
paaaagee  from  this  sdldoa,  bat  tbs  aiors  candM  way  la  to  szplaio  bsw 
they  csoM  there. 


tI,Hllf  ilcnMHitlweoBgaia  pnimuortha  Boda.  I 
moHd.  Uul  ■•  Oh  »hD>  wu  uo  dukla  uniM  Uie  CM 
or  tbilwlH  lukol.  n  iIhhiM  adjawii  lo  D>nd1,  «h» 
lil^i  Hv«  [ba  adtutu*  af  lifht  and  fin  wlill«  currii 
auliiHiiUnlloa  IMinwHnqaHtiHliiiUtalHRin, 
itai»  IIhI  1m  mMld  Mlow  iii  ftw  r-' 

b*  ^pund  in  ■tfbctiar  AfFLbn-diica 


^(Sls  budii^iiHl  balHM  Uh  old  mu  ncUiollr  tcniiiorHl  u 

■kI  m  ibi'wIilipHid,  m  nhmii  ucHil.  illitnl  awa;  llirDafta 
Ite  rulHd  aUta,  1  ooiild  nsl  lidp  nfttolliu  hov  loai  it  waa 
atuUurluiil  MUdttaaftmBTIhatndirioa,  fortlHeaeKiH 

of  mhiaUOT  tad  bHB  nand  at  lodi  CM  of  lina,  tuu.  labor- 

litaufhmlir.  lIUto3H?i£&V»%lHia  oTixin,-''" 
^  BIroHtta.  na. Caplila,"  lald  Matu^ :  " iH'enlKleH. 

"  Ai,  I  ban  ami  Iwa  or  thna  of  iImIi  nieiU  dial  wi 
itaaidainitaataii«aKono'nnaivH.   Thar jniidaiu 

kSh  <■  f"  ololnv  TMHteruin  took  is  ibu  lika  auld^ 
qualBlneg  likk-Od.  Aata  »l  al&TttcMMir  Uu  ha  w 
aiB— fMir  by  token,  he  waa  tlH  obIf  ana  Id  Uitf  (own  to  koi— and 
that  wee  aula  Jsolc  of  the  Paod.   U  vfad  taa  baaa  lane  eta  ta 

""'  SSdKSll?'  jIi*lifciS?w!y^n'1lii'^''  K.'"»S?I 

Md>eS|%c*aUr I  "3 tae'eaSSd'him  i  tul,ot I  «{t Mi 
»watliQwliii,MHiaof  tbe oulit^ltal whs  o^Uaiiunn 

ESSdhiM  an«  ttalMU^iileauni.  donl^ai-Um^ 
"^Botd  Uh  lantsm  la  umi  hjm'u■tu>d[^"  laid  I.-'"! 
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lica  a  imaU  laailRi  I     I  aia»d  a  lilUa  at  thii  anauKiauos  and  ^'■■^^ibf^.S 

ilaj.  Mj uof I* eomMHUumd  Uiia  book;  mill, pailJ^lo  ""PW" 
ettolT  UHrUfhta.  ainuaoa  at  loiiiH*  lioufi  wiUi  eaotinuiDI  ao 
eondudinr "■  V«i  will  •«  "^,5^,jJ^'2jJ^'''|S,'%5 


fiialoonlKmuiansrOMiiiilifawork,"  _^    ,.  „  . 

WsnUisd.  iccordinilr.  tba  linia  pulaui,  in^  i^wii  Mil- 
wbH  DaiMlwilhaiHMi  aitoiiiidiniraatti,  aS^  tun  >>r  baJ 
aadihanldHLd — ntBiliIioiriHlli,aiatMddnDilMientI>- 
Ben  bajsiTiia  in  tliebuwnlaa.   AppnnnUr  mlaa  imal  com- 


ll«d,— perhaps  I  thoaliTiaT  that 'j 
aldtiiDf  ranuini  of  a  baait,  o 


Vill  not  b«  Killini  to  join.  [  i«o,mb. 
Mnd  nahannlr  iHvntod  A<~:  iha  Cu 
tahtncanlDiar  nntbinf  wfkieh,  juUj 

I  inaad  ftn^aeualnf  n<  ar  latltelj^.,   ■ 


iipon  callBliBenur  damllta  wUh  Iha  inakuwhinta  IMM  jtit- 
Ibtroawill  nnampiaeDtnianjorikaorifiial  npenin  Ibai 
pirEil-tau  an  of  ofwiioa  fan  hate  been  pafUiTta  ear  own 
^jh.  I  A»^_<nMa  lean  la  eon««  av.enua  in  IhH  mwcl. 

e  CallwUee  maf  bo  of  Minion,  ibal  1.  Iiav* 

bv  rov' Ibo  RaAvBiadiu,  ever  wliieb  lou^il  to  havn  dnwn  a 
nil^  AndlaiM.UiiaLoBORUODwhrlchoaaiibtTaim 
ahoaldauaaf  In  a  Amljn  land,  aad  i>u>  lo  the  pn«  tbraofb 

npoB  DH.    On  Ihii  lubiaci  Tiswu  pleawd  lo  air  loan.  I  Ibm. 

ttan  hie  kanledie  oCmtlMt  wanaiited-miin,  I'^l"  nte. 

irtt'eapffi^inr  dofciieii™.    O[ion  ihcao'uHiiu  >ra  ivi>< 

d4e  fli*  oT  lawnmi,  I  at  lenf  lb.  in  a  aort  at  itoapair, 
ioBlad  Ibnn  Id  hit  itllace  cluG.  rrwn  whoia  tUer  fbulMl 


&S 


SSSI.' 


a 


and,  aa  thfi  man  HTa  fellta  ftaj,  "h* 
rou  !"-U  H  poeiiiTOlt  lika  baim  vaftad 
at  wadiii  Ihf — '  '' -^^  - 


'  warOiT  Malaii  fw~niri 
^  aU  Ibe  iiSuRil  or  nu 


»s 


I  nmained  Ibe  anat  dimcaliror 


meoia  (M  piialioi  Uh  Snadielina'i  ManaaeripL    Tba  ad 

"      ••jssr. 


iBwaallB.  thai  rou  will  lanaw.  or  mum  n>i«  oth 

tisBi, nd AUooa.'and oniSimRiu. ai  rouOUaknei 
five  mt  hiotlac  m  Tan.  that  .the  dHpoil  wall  Ba^ 

eajiaaaad  liimaal^inajr  be  ¥m4  v,    A  few  bmia  n 


ccnmani  CujTmaTCaL 


'iSSli^ 


ANSWER 


THE  AUTHOR  OF  "WAVERLEY," 


FOREGOING  LETTER  FROM  CAPTAIN  CLUTTERBUCK, 


4mI>rif.ir]ainn0l|lHtl7inJIUlHd,  rrDiBilinlwIiicli 
ft;nted  EnuchMsuofV,  u  wvtl  u  proAL  (D  tilote  whir  hatu 


•on  of  lion  iu  Oh  I^to.  Bid  n>  M  in  liaih  ftilni 
hovH  ftloar  wiik  ihVVu^"l*k  t^  Kane-catrr,  ud 
ummU  or  tbAH«P.  wUcli  "iiliibil  Uitit  anpi- 


S^ 


••  ■%« iMiifal«iil,-M nliud-iUlijni <w  tlH  ori- 
i  alVhBDBl  ujf  bB  bid  bHa  cosnLwith  c^-'——- 


wolli.    Apdnl-CaMdlnChllt^rbiiclIpWlieDlieipalrawil 


XiKi 


prtpVMlto  KUI 

niHledi>rl^rehii«bTHKlihiri)l  And  to  Sidk  tba  •tSTud 
Km'hjbJIiiiI,  Abw^wcj;,  ipd  Bnbi— m'Cimm.    TImf 


DirfT'ijwculiBTilriUckttorwirwliDlfl  nn.  Yon  fti«  ml  born 
or  wofoftii.  nletiL  lndPod,  la  UM  fifwiPte  ■«■",  id  wbtch  th* 
niflinud  Hiriq  EdlawBrlh  nu.  in  hH  lUU  of  (fulg  MlMid- 
HH,  bg  uiiMd  noUiei  of  Oh  float  ftinuLr  n  Enirand.  Yon 
brlOM,  ilr  IP  tM  Ediun  or  Uh  lud  of  Ulmii,  ■  WHt  gjp« 


(VMM.  ud  uMKI  wUin  to  nnr  liAual  ho 
What  I  Im?*  niBukad  4f  pocBlEuto  Edi 
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works  which  you  have  the  coodneat  to  bring  into  pablic  Dotio» 
One  wolkt  on  the  Ma-shore,  and  a  wave  casta  on  land  a  small  cy- 
lindrical trunk  or  casket,  containing  a  manuscript  much  damaged 
with  sea- watar.which  is  witti  difficulty  decipliered,  and  so  forth  * 
Another  steps  into  a  chandler's  shop  to  jmrchase  a  pound  of  bat- 
ter, and  behold  i  the  waste- pa];)er  on  which  it  is  laid  is  the  niaiii»- 
senpt  of  a  cabaliit^  A  third  is  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  from  a 
woman  who  lets  lodgings,  the  curious  contents  of  an  antique 
buiean,  the  property  of  a  deceased  lodger.!  Alt  these  are  cer- 
tainly possible  occurrences :  but  I  know  not  how,  tliey  seldom 
occur  to  any  Editors,  save  those  ofyour  country.  At  least  I  can 
answer  for  myself,  tliat  in  my  solitary  walks  by  the  sea,  I  never 
saw  it  cast  ashore  any  thing  but  dulse  and  tangle,  and  now  and 
then  a  deceased  star-fish ;  my  landlady  never  presented  me  witli 
any  manuscript  save  her  cursed  bill ;  and  the  roost  interesting 
of  my  discoveries  in  the  way  of  waste-paper,  was  finding  a  fit- 
vourite  passage  of  one  of  my  own  novels  wrapt  round  an  ounee 
of  snuflT.    No,  Captain,  the  Aiods  from  which  I  have  drawn  my 

Eower  of  amusing  the  public,  have  been  bought  otherwise  than 
y  fortuitous  adventure.  I  have  buried  myself  in  libraries,  to 
extract  ttmn  the  nonsense  of  ancient  days  new  nonsense  of  my 
own.  I  have  turned  over  volumes,  which,  from  the  pot-hooks  I 
was  obliged  to  decipher,^  might  have  been  the  cabalistic  menu- 
scripts  of  Cornelius  Agnppa,  although  I  never  saw  "the  door 
open  and  the  devil  come  in."$  But  all  the  domestic  inhabi- 
tants of  the  libraries  were  disturbed  by  the  vehemence  of  my 
studies;— 

From  my  reteMrch  Um  boldest  spider  floi], 
And  molbi,  r«u«aUng,  uemblM  m  I  read- 

From  this  leaned  sejmlchre  I  enierced  like  the  Magician  in 
the  Persian  Tales,  fhmi  his  twelvemonth's  residence  in  the  moun- 
tain, not  like  him  to  soar  over  the  heads  of  the  multitude,  but  to 
mingle  in  the  crowd,  and  to  elbow  amongst  the  throng,  making 
my  way  fh>m  the  hi^iest  society  to  the  lowest,  undergoing  the 
scorn,  or,  what  is  harder  to  brook,  the  patronising  condescen- 
sion of  the  une^  and  enduriiw  the  vulgar  fsimiliarity  of  the  otlier,— 
and  lil,  yon  will  say,  for  what?— to  collect  materials  for  one  of 
those  manuscripts  with  which  mere  chance  so  often  accommo- 
dates your  countrymen ;  in  other  words  to  write  a  successAil 
novel.—"  O,  Athenians,  how  hard  we  labour  to  deserve  your 
praise  I" 

I  mifht  stop  here,  my  dear  Clutterbuck ;  it  would  have  a  touch- 
ing eflect.  and  tlie  air  of  proper  deference  to  our  dear  Public.— 
But  I  will  not  be  fklse  with  you,— (though  falsehood  is— excuse 
the  observation— the  current  coin  of  your  country.)  the  truth  is 
I  have  studied  and  fived  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  my  own 
curiosity,  and  passing  my  own  time  ;  and  though  the  result  has 
been,  that,  in  one  shape  or  other,  I  have  been  nrequently  before 
the  Public,  perhaps  more  fkequently  than  prudence  warranted, 
yet  I  cannot  claim  f^om  them  the  favour  due  to  those  who  have 
dedicated  their  ease  and  leisure  to  the  improvement  and  ente^ 
tainment  of  others. 

Having  communicated  thus fseely  with  you,  my  dear  Captain, 
it  follows,  of  course,  that  I  willgratefUlly  accept  of  your  com- 
munication^ which,  as  your  Benedictine  observed,  divides  itself 
both  bf  subject,  manner,  and  age.  into  two  parts.  But  I  am  sorry 
I  cannot  gratify  your  literary  ambition,  by  suffering  your  name 
to  appear  upon  the  title-page ;  and  I  will  candidly  tell  you  the 
reason. 

The  Editors  of  your  country  are  of  such  a  soft  and  passive 
disposition,  that  they  have  Oeqnently  done  themselves  great  dis- 
grace by  ^ving  up  the  coadjuttvs  who  first  brought  them  into 
pablic  notice  and  nublie  favour,  and  suflbring  tlieir  names  to  be 
used  by  those  quacks  and  impostors  who  live  upon  the  ideas  of 
others.    Thus  I  shame  to  lell  how  the  sage  Cid  Hamet  Benen- 

Sli  was  induced  by  one  Juan  Avellaneda  to  play  the  Turk  with 
B  ingenious  Miguel  Cervantes,  and  to  publish  a  second  Part  of 
the  adventures  of  his  hero,  the  renowned  Don  Quixote,  without 
the  knowledm  or  co-operation  of  his  principal  aforesaid.  It  is 
true,  the  Arabian  sage  returned  to  his  allegiance^  and  thereafter 
composed  a  genuine  continuation  of  the  Knight  of  La  Mancha, 

•  Am  Um  Hiatery  of  AalnmaUiss. 
t  AdnnUOf  of%  Oainss. 
I  Advtntarw  of  to  Atom. 

%  8m  Soathay'a  Balkd  on  the  Toang  Man  who  rrad  in  a  Coojoror't 
Booki. 


in  which  the  said  Arellaneda  of  Tordeaillas  is  severely  cbtstiaetf. 
For  in  this  you  pseodo-editora  resemble  the  juggler's  disetpijned 
ape.  to  which  a  slv  old  Scotsman  likened  James  I.,  *'  if  you  haw 
Jackoo  in  your  hand,  you  can  make  him  bite  me ;  if  1  bav* 
Jackoo  in  my  hand,  I  can  make  him  bite  you."  Yet,  ootvith- 
standing  the  amende  hononMe  thus  made  by  Cid  Hasnet  Beoeo- 
geli,  his  temporary  defection  did  not  the  less  occasion  tlie  de- 
cease of  tlio  ingenious  Hidalgo  Don  Quixote,  if  be  can  be  aaid 
to  die,  whose  memoir  is  immortaL  Cnvsntes  put  him  to  deattif 
lest  he  should  again  fall  into  bad  hands.  AwfaJ,  yet  just  ceoae 
quenoe  of  Cid  Hamet's  defection  I 

To  quote  a  more  modem  and  much  less  important  instance.  I 
am  sorry  to  observe  my  old  acquaintance  Jedediah  Cleiahbothcm 
has  misbehaved  himself  so  far  as  to  desert  his  original  patroo 
and  set  up  for  himsel  f  I  am  afraid  the  poor  pedagogue  will  n 


.       -       _  -  ke 

little  by  his  new  allies,  unless  the  pleasure  of  entertainiiiff  the 
public,  and.  foraurht  I  know,  the  gentlemen  of  the  loor  robe, 
witli  disputes  about  his  identity.!)  Observe,  therefore,  Captain 
Clutterbuck,  that,  wise  by  these  great  examples,  1  receive  Y<m  as 
a  partner,  but  a  sleeping  Murtner  only.  As  I  give  you  no  title  to 
employ  or  use  the  firm  or  the  copartnery  we  are  about  to  ftmn. 
I  will  announoe  my  property  in  my  title-page,  aad  pot  my  own 
mark  on  my  own  chattels,  which  the  attorney  teUs  me  it  vrill  be 
a  crime  to  oounterfoit,  as  much  as  it  would  to  imitate  the  anto- 
graph  of  any  other  enipiric— a  crime  amounting,  as  adrertiae- 
ments  upon  little  vials  assure  us,  to  nothing  short  of  fWooy.— 
If,  therefore,  my  dear  friend,  your  name  should  hereafter  aiipear 
in  any  titlo-page  witliout  mine,  readers  will  know  what  to  th^k 
of  you.  I  scorn  to  use  either  arguments  or  threats ;  but  yon  can- 
not but  be  sensible,  that,  as  rou  owe  your  literanr  existeooe  to 
me  on  the  one  hand,  so,  on  the  other,  your  very  all  is  at  my  dis- 
posal. I  can  at  pleasure  cut  oflT  your  annuity,  strike  your  name 
ftom  the  half  pay  establishment,  nay  actt»lly  put  yo«  to  death, 
without  being  answerable  to  any  one.  These  are  plain  words 
to  a  gentleman  who  has  senred  during  the  whole  war ;  bat,  I 
am  aware,  you  will  take  nothing  amiss  at  my  handa. 

And  now,  my  good  «ir,  let  us  address  ourselves  to  oar  task,  and 
arrange  as  we  best  can  the  manuscript  of  your  Beoedictiiie,  ao 
as  to  suit  the  taste  of  this  critical  age.  You  will  And  I  hare 
made  very  liberal  use  of  his  permission,  to  alter  whatever  seem- 
ed too  fkvourable  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  which  I  abominate, 
were  it  but  for  her  Auts  and  penances. 

Our  reader  is  doubtless  impatient,  and  we  nnut  own,  with 
John  Banyan, 

We  have  too  long  d<tain*d  him  tn  th«  poroh, 
Aod  itepi  him  (rom  th«  MMhiao  with  •  Iflreh. 

Adieu,  therefore,  my  dear  Captain— remember  me  rsspectfullx  to 
the  parson,  the  schoolmaster,  and  the  bailie,  and  all  fVienda  of 
the  happy  club  in  the  village  of  Kennaquhair.  I  have  neTor 
seen,  and  never  shall  see,  one  of  theirfltces;  andnotwithatand- 
ing.  I  believe  that  as  yet  I  am  better  acquainted  with  them  than 
any  other  man  who  lives.— I  shall  soon  introduce  you  to  my  jo- 
cund ft-iend,  Mr.  John  Ballantyne  of  Trinity-Grove,  whom  you 
will  find  warm  fh>m  his  match  at  single  stick  with  a  brotheir 
Publisher. If  Peace  to  their  differences  i  It  is  a  wmthfU  trade, 
and  the  irritabUe  genus  comprehends  the  bookselling  as  well  aa 
the  book- writing  species.- Once  more  adieu  i 

THX  AtJTHOK  OF  WAVSKLCT. 

I  I  am  ainee  mora  eorrcctlr  infoimad,  that  Mr.  Cleiabbodiam  dasd  boom 
monthi  doM  at  GaDderelaocfa.  and  that  tha  paraon  aaaaming  bia  dmbo  la 
an  impoator.  Tha  raal  JcdMUiih  made  a  moat  Chriatiaa  and  edifyiag  cad  ; 
and,  aa  I  am  credibly  Informed,  lU|^g  xnt  for  a  CanicroDiao  elcrgy- 
man  when  he  waa  in  extrtmit,  wa|^ft  fortonate  aa  to  coDrioee  tha  good 
man,  that,  after  all,  he  had  no  wid^o  Ivllbdowo  on  tha  aoatterad  raen- 
nant  of  MoanUUn  folka,  "  the  booneU  of  Sonny  Dandae."  Bard  that 
the  epecalatora  In  print  aod  psper  wUl  not  alloar  a  good  auua  to  neat  qaict 
io  hia  grare  I 

Thia  note,  and  the  paaaaget  in  the  text,  wera  ooeaaionad  t>y  •  fiOadoa 
bookaeller  iMTing  printed,  aa  a  apecniation,  ao  addittosal  eoDcetiMt  of 
Talea  of  Mjr  LaMllord,  whieh  vaa  not  ao  fortaoatp  aa  to  aoceaad  In  paaa- 


ing  on  the  world  aa  gaoaine. 

1  In  oooaaqoenoe  of  the  paaodo  Talea  of  My  Landlord  prtatad  la  Loe- 
don,  as  already  manliooad,  tha  lau  Mr.  Jofw  Ballantyaa,  tha  amiw'a 
pobUahcr,  bad  a  controvcray  with  tha  interloping  bibliopollait, 
aistiog  that  his  JadadiabCltiahbolhaai  waa  tha  raal  Simon  Pme. 
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0  ay  I  the  Monk*,  the  Monks  thejr  did  the  mueh'ief  I 
Tlwire  all  the  groteaeea,  all  the  superitition 

Of  a  aMMt  gross  and  raperstitioas  age— 
Mar  He  be  praised  that  sent  the  bealthftU  tempest 
Am  scatter  d  all  these  pestilential  vapours  I 
Bat  that  we  owed  them  all  to  yonder  Harlot 
'Hirooed  on  the  seven  hills  with  her  cup  of  sold, 

1  will  as  soon  believe,  with  kind  Hir  Koter, 

That  oM  Moll  White  took  winf  with  cat  and  broomstick, 
And  raiaed  the  last  nt^hi's  thunder.— OM  Piajf. 

Ths  Tillage  deacribed  in  the  Benedictine's  manu- 
scrq)t  bf  the  name  of  Kennaqubair,  bears  the  same 
Gehic  tennination  which  occurs  in  Traquhair,  Ca- 
qofaair,  and  other  compounds.^  The  learned  Chal- 
men  derives  this  word  Quhair,  from  the  winding 
course  of  a  stream ;  a  definition  which  coincides,  in 
\  remarkable  degree,  with  the  serpentine  turns  of  the 
rirer  T¥reed  near  the  village  of  which  we  speak.  It 
has  been  long  famous  for  the  splendid  Monastery  of 
Saiot  Mary^  founded  by  David  the  First  of  Scotland, 
in  whose  reign  were  formed,  in  the  same  county,  the 
00  less  splendid  establishments  of  Melrose,  Jedlnirgh, 
and  Kelso.  The  donations  of  land  with  which  the 
King  endowed  these  wealthy  fraternities  procured 
him  from  the  Monkish  historians  the  epithet  of  Saint, 
and  from  one  of  his  impoverished  descendants  the 
KAeatnc  ceniuire,  '*  that  he  had  been  a  sore  saint  for 
the  Crown." 

It  teems  probable,  notwithstanding,  that  David, 
vho  was  a  wise  as  well  as  a  pious  monarch,  was  not 
moved  solely  by  religious  motives  to  those  great  acts 
of  munificence  to  the  church,  but  annexed  political 
views  to  his  pious  generosity.  His  possessions  in 
Northumberland  and  Cumberland  became  precarious 
after  the  loss  of  the  Battle  of  the  Standard ;  and  since 
the  comparatively  fertile  valley  of  Teviotdale  was 
likely  to  become  the  frontier  of  his  kingdom,  it  is 
probable  be  wished  to  secure  at  least  a  part  of  these 
valoable  poaseanons  by  placing  them  in  the  hands  of 
the  monks,  whose  property  was  for  a  long  time  re- 

rted,  even  amidst  the  rage  of  a  frontier  war.  In 
,  manner  alone  had  the  King  some  chance  of  en- 
suring procection  and  securily  to  the  cultivators  of  the 
toil ;  and,  in  fact,  for  several  ages  the  possessions  of 
these  Abbeys  were  each  a  sort  of  Groshen,  enjoying 
the  ctim  h^t  of  peace  and  immunity,  while  the  rest 
of  the  country,  occupied  by  wild  clans  and  maraud- 
iax  barons^  was  one  dark  scene  of  confusion,  blood, 
aod  anmnLtted  outra^. 

Bat  tbes9  immunities  did  not  continue  down  to  the 
nnion  of  the  crowns.  Long  before  that  period  the 
wars  betwixt  England  and  Scotland  had  lost  their 
viginal  character  of  international  hostilities,  and  had 
!*coineon  the  part  of  the  English  a  struggle  for  sub- 
JDSatioiL  on  that  of  the  Scots  a  desperate  and  infuri- 
Jied  defence  of  their  Hberties.  This  introduced  on 
both  sides  a  degree  of  fury  and  animosity  unknown 
to  the  earlier  period  of  their  history :  and  as  religious 
Kroples  soon  gave  way  to  national  hatred  spurrra  by 
a  »fe  of  plunder,  the  patrimony  of  the  Church  was 
Dp  longer  sacred  from  incursions  on  either  side. 
SHU,  however,  the  tenants  and  vassals  of  the  great 
Abbeys  had  many  advantages  over  those  of  the  lay 
barons,  who  were  narassed  by  constant  military  duty, 
until  they  became  desperate,  and  lost  all  relish  for  the 
^  of  peace.  The  vagpals  of  the  church,  on  the  other 
lUiQd,  were  only  liable  to  be  called  to  arms  on  gene- 
nl  occasions,  and  at  other  times  were  permitted  in 
^tnparative  quiet  to  possesi  their  farms  and  feus.* 

*  ftnall  possessions  conferred  upon  vassals  ond  their  heirs, 
^  finr  a  noall  quit-rent,  or  a  moderate  proportion  of  the  pro- 
^"ce.  This  was  a  (kvonrite  manner,  br  which  tlie  churchmen 
l*apUd  the  patrimonr  of  their  eonveots ;  aod  many  desesndants 
«  s«ch  /sMsn,  as  they  are  called,  are  still  to  be  found  in  pos- 
***Moo  of  thair  flusily  inheritanoei  in  the  neithboirhood  of  the 
•     oTScoUand. 


They  of  course  exhibited  superior  skill  in  every  thing 
that  related  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  were 
therefore  both  wealthier  and  better  informed  than  the 
military,  retainers  of  the  restless  chiefs  and  nobles  in 
their  neighbourhood. 

The  residence  of  these  church  vassals  was  usually 
in  a  small  village  or  hamlet,  where,  for  the  sake  of 
mutual  aid  and  protection,  some  thirty  or  forty  fami- 
lies dwelt  together.  This  was  called  the  Town,  and 
the  land  belonging  to  the  various  families  by  whom 
the  Town  was  inhabited,  was  called  the  Township. 
They  usually  possessed  the  land  in  common,  thou^ 
in  various  proportions,  according  to  their  several 
grants.  The  part  of  the  Township,  properly  arable, 
and  kept  as  such  continually  under  the  plough,  was 
called  in-fidd.  Here  the  use  of  quantities  of  manure 
supplied  in  some  degree  the  exhaustion  of  the  soil, 
and  the  feuars  raised  tolerable  oats  and  bear,t  usually 
sowed  on  alternate  ridges,  on  which  the  labour  of  the 
whole  community  was  bestowed  without  distinction, 
the  produce  being  divided  after  harvest,  agreeably  to 
their  respective  interests. 

There  was,  besides,  out-JUld  land,  from  which  it 
was  thought  possible  to  extract  a  crop  now  and  then, 
after  which  it  was  abandoned  to  the  "  skiey  influen- 
ces," until  the  exhausted  powers  of  v^etation  were 
restored.  These  out-field  spots  were  selected  by  any 
feuar  at  his  own  choice,  amongst  the  sheep-walks 
and  hills  which  were  always  annexed  to  the  Town- 
ship, to  serve  as  pasturage  to  the  community.  The 
trouble  of  cultivating  these  patches  of  out-field,  and 
the  precarious  chance  that  the  crop  would  pay  the 
labour,  were  considered  as  giving  a  right  to  any  teuar, 
who  chose  to  undertake  the  adventure,  to  the  produce 
which  might  result  from  it. 

There  remained  the  pasturage  of  extensive  moors, 
where  the  valleys  often  affordea  good  grass,  and  upon 
which  the  whole  cattle  belonging  to  the  commimity 
fed  indiscriminately  aunng  toe  summer,  under  the 
charge  of  the  Town-herd,  who  regularly  drove  them 
out  to  pasture  in  the  morning,  and  brought  them 
back  at  night,  without  which  precaution  they  would 
have  fallen  a  speedy  prey  to  some  of  the  Snatchers  in 
the  neighbourhood.  These  are  things  to  make  modem 
agriculturists  hold  up  their  hands  and  stare  ^  but  the 
same  mode  of  cultivation  is  not  yet  entirely  m  desue- 
tude in  some  distantparts  of  North  Britain,  and  may 
be  witnessed  in  full  force  and  exercise  in  the  Zetland 
Archipelag^o. 

The  habitations  of  the  cburch-feuars  were  not  less 
primitive  than  their  agriculture.  In  each  village  or 
town  were  several  small  towers,  having  battlements 
projecting  over  the  side-walls,  and  usually  an  ad- 
vanced angle  or  two  with  shot  noles  for  flanking  the 
door-way,  which  was  always  defended  by  a  strong 
door  of  oak.  studded  with  nails,  and  often  by  an  ex- 
terior grated  door  of  iron.  ^  These  small  peei-houses 
were  ordinarily  inhabited  by  the  principal  feiiars  and 
their  families ;  out  upon  the  alarm  of  approach  injs  dan- 
ger, the  whole  inhabitants  thronged  from  their  own 
miserable  cottages,  which  were  situated  around,  to 
garrison  these  points  of  defence.  It  was  then  no 
easy  matter  for  a  hostile  party  to  penetrate  into  the 
village,  for  the  men  were  habituated  to  the  use  of 
bows  and  fire-arms,  and  the  towers  being  generally 
so  placed,  that  the  discharge  from  one  crossed  that 
of  another,  it  was  impossible  to  assault  any  of  them 
individually. 

The  interior 'of  these  houses  was  usually  sufficient- 
ly wretched,  for  it  would  have  been  folly  to  have  fur- 
nished them  in  a  manner  which  could  excite  the 
avarice  of  their  lawless  neighbours.  Yet  the  fa- 
milies themselves  exhibited  m  their  appearance  a 
degree  of  comfort,  information,  and  independence, 
*  Or  biss.  a  coarse  kind  of  barley. 
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which  could  hardlv  htifve  been  expected.  Their  in-field 
supplied  them  with  bread  and  home-brewed  ale,  their 
herds  and  flocks  with  beef  and' mutton,  (the  extra- 
vagance of  killing  lainh0  or  calves  was  never  thought 
of.)  Each  famil/  kimd  a  mart,  or  fat  bullock,  in 
November,  which  was  salted  up  for  winter  use,  to 
which  the  ^oodwife  coold,  upon  great  occasions,  add 
a  dish  of  pigeons  or  a  fat  capon— the  ill-cultivated 
garden  afforded  **  lang-cale,"— and  the  river  gave 
salmon  to  serve  as  a  relish  during  the  season  of  Lent. 

Of  fuel  they  had  plenty,  for  the  bogs  afforded  turf; 
and  the  remains  of  the  abused  woods  continued  to 
give  them  logs  for  burning,  as  well  as  timber  for  the 
usual  domestic  purposes.  In  addition  to  these  com- 
forts, the  goodman  would  now  and  then  sally  forth 
to  the  greenwood^  and  mark  down  a  buck  of  season 
with  his  gun  or  his  cross-bow:  and  the  Father  Con- 
fessor seldom  refused  him  absolution  for  the  trespass, 
if  duly  invited  to  take  his  share  of  the  suiokini; 
haunch.  Some,  still  bolder,  made,  either  with  their 
own  domestics,  or  by  associating  themselves  with 
the  moss-troopers,  in  the  language  of  shepherds,  "  a 
stmrt  andoverloiip;"  and  the  golden  ornaments  and 
silkeii  head-gear  worn  by  the  females  of  one  or  two 
familiw  of  note,  were  invidiously  traced  by  their 
neighbours  to  sucn  successful  excursions.  This,  how- 
ever, was  a  more  inexpiable  crime  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Abbot  and  Community  of  St  Mary's,  than  the  bor- 
rowing one  of  the  "^gude  king's  deer;"  and  they 
failed  not  to  discountenance  and  punish,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  offences  which  were  sure  to 
lead  to  severe  retaUation  upon  the  property  of  the 
church,  and  which  tended  to  alter  tne  character  of 
their  peaceful  vassalage. 

As  for  the  information  possessed  by  those  depend- 
ants of  the  Abbacies,  they  might  have  been  truly  said 
to  be  better  fed  than  taught,  even  though  their  fare 
had  been  worse  than  it  was.  Still,  however,  they  en- 
joyed opportunities  of  knowledge  from  which  others 
were  excluded.  The  Monks  were  in  general  well  ac- 
quainted with  their  vassals  and  tenants,  and  familiar 
in  the  families  of  the  better  class  among  them,  where 
they  were  sure  to  bo  received  with  the  respect  due  to 
their  twofold  character  of  spiritual  father  and  secular 
landlord.  Thus  it  often  happen^,  when  a  boy  dis- 
played talents  and  inclination  for  study,  one  of  the 
brethren,  with  a  view  to  his  being  bred  to  the  church, 
or  out  of  good-nature,  in  ordsr  to  pass  away  his  own 
idle  time,  if  he  bad  no  better  motive,  initiated  him 
into  the  mysteries  of  reading  and  writing,  and  imparted 
to  him  such  other  knowledge  as  he  himself  possessed. 
And  the  heads  of  these  allied  families,  having  more 
time  for  reflection,  and  more  skill,  as  well  as  stronger 
motives  for  improving  their  small  properties,  bore 
amongst  their  neighbours  the  character  of  shrewd, 
intelligent  men_,  wTio  claimed  respect  on  account  of 
their  comparative  wealth,  even  while  they  were  de- 
spised for  a  less  warlike  and  enterprising  turn  than 
the  other  Borderers.  They  lived  as  much  as  they 
well  could  amongst  themselves,  avoiding  the  com- 

Eariy  of  others,  and  dreading  nothing  more  than  to 
e  involved  in  the  deadlv  feuds  and  ceaseless  conten- 
tions of  the  secular  landholders. 

Such  is  a  general  picture  of  these  communities. 
During  the  fatal  wars  in  the  commencement  of 
Queen  Mary's  reign,  they  had  suffered  dreadfully  by 
the  hostile  invasions.  For  the  English,  now  a  Pro- 
testant people,  were  so  far  from  sparing  the  church- 
lands,  that  they  forayed  them  with  more  unrelenting 
seventy  than  even  the  possessions  of  the  laity.  But 
the  peace  of  1560  had  restored  some  degree  of  tran- 
quillity to  these  distracted  and  harassed  regions,  and 
matters  began  again  gradually  to  settle  upon  the  for- 
mer footing.  The  monks  repaired  their  ravaged 
shrines— the  feuar  again  roofed  his  small  fortalice 
which  the  enemy  had  ruined— the  poor  labourer  re- 
built his  cottage,— an  easy  task,  where  a  few  sods, 
stones,  and  a  few  pieces  of  wood  from  the  next  copse, 
fumi^ed  all  the  materials  necessary.  The  cattle, 
lastly,  were  driven  out  of  the  wastes  and  thickets  in 
which  the  remnant  of  them  had  been  secreted ;  and 
the  mighty  bull  moved  at  the  head  of  his  seraglio  and 
their  followers,  to  take  possession  of  their  wonted 
pastures.    There  ensued  peace  and  quiet,  the  state  of 


the  age  and  nation  considered,  to  the  Monastery  of 
Saint  Mary,  and  its  dependencies,  for  several  tran- 
quil years. 


CHAPTER    II. 

In  yon  lone  v«Ie  his  early  yoath  wte  bred, 

Not  colitary  then— the  bufle-hom 

or  full  Alecto  often  walcM  iu  windinft. 

From  where  the  brook  joioi  the  maJMtie  ri^er, 

To  the  wild  northern  bof ,  the  curlew's  hwint. 

Where  oozee  forth  its  first  and  feeble  streamlet  —OH  Piey 

We  have  said,  that  most  of  the  feuars  dwelt  in  the 
village  belonging  to  their  townships.  This  was  not, 
however,  universally  the  case.  A  lonely  tower,  to 
which  the  reader  must  now  be  introduced,  was  at 
least  one  exception  to  the  general  rule. 

It  was  of  small  dimensions,  yet  larger  than  those 
which  occurred  in  the  village,  as  intimating  that,  in 
case  of  assault,  the  proprietor  would  have  to  rely  upon 
his  own  unassisted  strength.  Two  or  three  misera- 
ble huts,  at  the  foot  of  the  fortalice,  held  the  bonds- 
men ana  tenants  of  the  feuar.  The  site  vns  a  beauti- 
ful green  knoll,  whioti  started  up  suddenly  in  the  very 
throat  of  a  wild  and  narrow  glen,  and  which,  beinc 
surrounded,  except  on  one  side,  by  the  winding  of 
a  small  stream,  afforded  a  position  of  considerable 
strength. 

But  the  great  security  of  Glendearg,  for  so  the  place 
was  callcfH  lay  in  its  secluded  and  aunoet  hidden  si- 
tuation. To  reach  the  tower,  it  was  necessary  to 
travel  three  miles  up  the  glen,  crossing  about  twenty 
times  the  little  stream,  which,  winding  through  the 
narrow  valley,  encountered  at  every  hundred  yards 
the  opposition  of  a  rock  or  precipitous  bank  on  the 
one  sme.  which  altered  its  course,  and  caused  it  to 
shoot  ofi'  in  an  oblique  direction  to  the  other.  The 
hills  which  ascend  on  each  side  of  this  glen  are  very 
stoep^  and  rise  boldly  over  the  stream,  which  is  thus 
inipriaoncxi  within  their  barriers.  The  sides  of  the 
glen  are  impracticable  for  horse,  and  are  only  to  be 
traversed  by  means  of  the  sheep-paths  which  lie  along 
their  sides.  It  would  not  be  readily  supposed  that  a 
road  so  hopeless  and  so  difficult  could  lead  to  any 
habitation  more  important  than  the  summer  shoaling 
of  a  shepherd. 

Yet  the  glen,  though  lonely,  nearly  inaccessible, 
and  sterile,  was  not  tnen  absolutely  void  of  beauty. 
The  turf  which  covered  the  small  .'portion  of  Icvd 
ground  on  the  sides  of  the  stream,  was  as  close  and 
verdant  as  if  it  had  occupied  the  scythes  of  a  hun- 
dred ffardcners  once  a-fortnight;  and  it  was  gar- 
nishea  with  an  embroidery  of  daisies  and  wild  flow- 
ers, which  the  scythes  would  certainly  have  destroyed. 
The  little  brook,  now  confined  betwixt  closer  Umits, 
now  left  at  large  to  choose  its  course  through  toe 
narrow  valley,  danced  carelessly  on  from  stream  to 
pool,  light  and  unturbid,  as  that  better  class  of  tpints 
who  pass  their  way  through  life,  yielding  to  ineiff- 
mountablc  obstacles,  but  as  far  from  being  subdoed 
by  them  as  the  sailor  who  meets  by  chance  with  w 
unfavourable  wind,  and  shapes  his  course  so  as  to 
be  driven  back  as  little  as  possible. 

The  mountainsj  as  they  would  have  been  called  in 
England,  Scottice  the  steep  braes,  rose  abruptly  over 
the  little  j?len.  here  presentmg  the  gray  face  of  a  rock, 
from  which  the  turf  had  been  peeled  oy  the  torreni»i 
and  there  displaying  patches  of  wood  and  cop«, 
which  had  escaped  the  waste  of  the  cattle  and  toe 
sheep  of  the  feuars,  and  which,  feathering  naturally 
up  the  beds  of  empty  torrents,  or  occupying  the  ooo- 
cav^e  recesses  of  the  bank,  gave  at  once  beauty  aod 
variety  to  the  landscape.  Above  these  scaiteied 
woods  rose  the  hill,  in  Darren,  but  purpie  majesty; 
the  dark  rich  hue,  pariicularl^n  autumn,  contrast- 
ing beautifully  with  the  thicKRs  of  oak  and  bircii, 
the  mounuin-ashes  and  thom&  the  alders  and  qui- 
vering aspens,  which  checkered  and  varied  the  de- 
scent, and  not  less  with  the  dark-green  and  velvet 
turf,  which  composed  the  level  part  of  the  narrow 
glen. 

Yet,  though  thns  embellished,  the  aoene  comd  nei- 
ther be  strictly  termed  sublime  or  beautiful,  and 
scarcely  eren  pictureaque  or  striking.    But  iti  ex- 
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treme  solitude  prened  on  the  heart ;  the  traveller  felt 
that  uncertainty  whither  he  was  goin^  or  in  what 
ao  wild  a  path  was  to  terminate  which,  at  times, 
etrikes  more  on  the  imagination  than  the  grand  fea- 
tures of  a  show-scene,  when  you  know  the  exact  dis- 
tance of  the  inn  where  your  dinner  is  bespoke,  and 
at  the  moment  preparing.  These  are  ideas,  now- 
erer,  of  a  for  later  age  {  for  at  the  time  we  treat  of^  the 
picturesape,  the  beautiful,  the  sublime,  and  all  their 
intermediate  shades,  were  ideas  absolutely  unknown 
to  the  inhabitants  and  occasional  visiters  of  Glen- 
dearg. 

These  had,  however,  attached  to  the  scene  feelings 
fitting  the  time.  Its  name,  signifying  the  Red  Val- 
ley, seems  to  have  been  derived,  not  only  from  the 
purple  colour  of  the  heath,  with  which  the  upper  part  of 
the  rising  banks  was  profusely  clothed,  but  also  from 
the  dark  red  colour  of  the  rocks,  and  of  the  precipitous 
earthen  banks,  which  in  that  country  are  called  «cai4r«. 
—Another  glen,  about  the  head  of  Ettrick,  has  acquired 
the  same  name  from  similar  circumstances;  and 
there  are  probably  more  in  Scotland  to  which  it  has 
been  given.  I 

Ab  our  Olendear;^  did  not  abond  in  mortal  visitants, 
snpoatition,  that  it  might  not  he  absolutely  destitute 
of  inhabitants,  had  peopled  its  recesses  with  beii^s 
belonging  to  another  world.  The  savage  and  capn- 
cioos  Brown  Man  of  the  Moors,  a  being  which  seems 
the  genuine  descendant  of  the  northern  dwarfs,  was 
supposed  to  be  seen  there  frequently,  eq>eciallY  after 
the  Butomnal  equinox,  when  the  fogs  were  thick,  and 
nbjKta  not  easily  distinguished.  The  Scottish  fainee, 
too,  a  whirasiod,  irritable,  and  mischievous  tribe, 
who,  though  at  times  capriciously  benevolent,  were 
more  frequently  adverse  to  mortals,  were  also  sup- 
posed to  have  formed  a  residence  in  a  particularly 
wild  recess  of  the  glen,  of  which  the  real  name  was, 
in  allusion  to  that  circumstance,  Corrie  nan  Shian. 
whtc^  in  corrupted  Celtic,  signifies  the  Hollow  of 
the  Fairies.  But  the  neighbours  were  more  cations 
in  speaking  about  this  place,  and  avoided  givms  it  a 
ntiiie.  from  an  idea  common  then  throughout  all  the 
British  and  Celtic  provinces  of  Scotland,  and  still 
retained  in  many  places,  that  to  speak  either  good  or 
ill  of  this  capricious  race  of  imaginary  beings,  is  to 
provoke  their  resentment,  and  that  secrecy  and  si- 
lence is  what  they  chiefly  desire  from  those  who  may 
iotrude  upon  their  revels,  or  discover  their  haunts. 

A  mysterious  terror  was  thus  attached  to  the  dale, 
which  afforded  access  from  the  broad  valley  of  the 
Tweed,  up  the  little  glen  we  have  described,  to  the 
fortalice  called  the  Tower  of  Olendearg.  Beyond  the 
knoll,  where,  as  we  have  said,  the  tower  was  situated, 
the  hills  grew  more  steep,  and  narrowed  on  the  slen- 
der brook,  so  as  scarce  to  leave  a  footpath :  and  there 
the  den  terminated  in  a  wild  waterfall,  where  a 
tSenoer  thread  of  water  dashed  in  a  precipitous  line 
of  foam  ova  two  or  three  precipices.  Yet  farther  in 
the  same  direction,  and  above  these  successive  ca- 
taracts, lay  a  wild  and  extensive  morass,  frequented 
paly  by  waterfowl,  wide,  waste,  apparently  almost 
intermmabl&  and  serving  in  a  great  measure  to  se- 
parate the  inhabitants  ot  the  glen  from  those  who 
lived  to  the  northward. 

To  restless  and  indefatigable  moss- troopers,  indeed, 
these  morasses  were  well  known,  and  sometimes  af- 
forded a  retreat  They  often  rode  down  the  glen— 
called  at  this  tower— asked  and  received  ho«pitauty— 
but  still  with  a  sort  of  reserve  on  the  part  ot  its  more 
peaceful  inhabitants,  who  entertained  them  as  a  party 
of  North  American  Indians  might  be  received  by  a 
new  EuT(»ean  settler,  as  much  out  of  fear  as  hospi- 
tality, while  the  uppermost  wish  of  the  landlord  is 
the  speedy  departure  of  the  savage  guests. 

This  had  not  alwava  been  the  current  of  feeling  in 
the  little  valley  and  ill  tower.  Simon  Olondinning. 
its  former  inhabitant,  boasted  his  connexion  by  blood 
to  that  ancient  family  of  Glendonwvne,  on  the  western 
border.  He  used  to  narrate,  at  nis  fireside,  in  the 
antamn  evenings,  the  feats  of  the  family  to  which 
be  beboged,  one  of  whom  fell  by  the  side  of  the 
brave  Bvl  of  Douglas  at  Otterboume.  On  these 
occasions  Simon  usually  held  upon  his  knee  an 
vicieat  broadswofd,  which  had  belonged  to  his  an- 
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ceetors  before  any  of  the  family  had  consented  to 
accept  a  fief  under  the  peaceful  dominion  of  the 
Monks  of  St.  Mary's.  In  modern  days,  Simon 
might  have  lived  at  ease  on  his  own  estate,  and  quietly 
murmured  against  the  fate  that  had  doomed  him  to 
dwell  there,  and  cutofThis  access  to  martial  renown. 
But  so  many  opportunities,  nay,  so  many  calls  there 
were  for  him,  who  in  those  days  spoke  big,  to  make 
gcKxi  his  words  by  his  actions,  that  Simon  Olendin- 
ning  was  soon  under  the  necessity  of  marching  with 
the  men  of  the  Halidome,  as  it  was  called,  of  Saint 
Mary's,  in  that  disastrous  campaign  which  was 
concluded  by  the  battle  of  Pinkie. 

The  Catholic  clergy  were  deeply  interested  in  that 
national  quarrel,  the  principal  object  of  which  was, 
to  prevent  the  union  of  the  infant  Q,ueen  Mary  with 
the  son  of  the  heretical  Henry  VIII.  The  Monks 
had  called  out  their  vassals,  under  an  experienced 
leader.  Many  of  themselves  had  taken  arms,^  and 
marched  to  the  field,  under  a  banner  representing  a 
female,  supposed  to  personify  the  Scottish  Church, 
kneeling  in  the  attitude  of  prayer,  with  the  legend, 
AJjUct(B  Sponsa  ne  i^liviscaris.^ 

The  Scots,  however,  in  all  their  wart,  had  more 
occasion  for  good  and  cautious  generals  than  for 
excitation,  whether  political  or  entnusiastic  Their 
headlong  and  impatient  courage  uniformly  induced 
them  to  rush  into  action  without  duly  weighing 
either  their  own  situation  or  that  of  their  enemi^ 
and  the  inevitable  consequence  was  frequent  defeat. 
With  the  dolorous  slaughter  of  Pinkie  we  have 
nothing  to  do,  excepting  that  among  ten  thousand 
men  oflow  and  high  degree,  Simon  Glendinning.  of 
the  Tower  of  Glendearg,  bit  the  dust,  no  way  dis- 
paraging in  his  death  that  ancient  race  from  which 
he  claimed  his  descent 

When  the  doleful  newiL  which  spread  terror  and 
mourning  through  the  whole  of  Scotland,  reached 
the  tower  of  Glendearg,  the  widow  of  Simon,  El- 
speth  Brydone  by  her  family  namek  was  alone  in  that 
desolate  habitation,  excepting  a  hind  or  two,  alike 
past  martial  and  agricultural  labour,  and  the  helpless 
widows  and  families  of  those  who  had  fallen  with 
their  master.  The  feeling  of  desolation  was  univer- 
sal:— but  what  availed  it?  The  Monks,  their  patrons 
and  protectors,  were  driven  from  their  Abbey  by  the 
English  forces,  who  now  overran  the  country,  and 
compelled  at  least  an  appearance  of  submission  on 
the  part  of  the  inhabitants.  The  Protector,  Somer- 
set, formed  a  strong  camp  among  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  castle  of  Roxburgh,  and  comfwUed  the  neigh- 
bouring country  to  come  in,  pay  tribute,  and  take 
assurance  from  him,  as  the  phrase  then  weiU>  In- 
deed there  was  no  power  ot  resistance  remaining; 
and  the  few  barons  whose  hi^  spirit  disdained  even 
the  appearance  of  surrender,  could  only  retreat  into 
the  wildest  fastnesses  of  the  country,  leaving  their 
houses  and  property  to  the  wrath  of  the  English,  who 
detached  parties  everywhere,  to  distress,  by  military 
exaction,  those  whose  chiefs  had  not  made  their  sub- 
mission. The  Abbot  and  his  community  having 
retreated  beyond  the  Forth,  their  lands  were  severely 
forayed,  as  their  sentiments  were  held  peculiarly 
inimical  to  the  alliance  with  England. 

Amongst  the  troops  detached  on  this  service  was 
a  small  party,  commanded  by  Stawarth  Bolton,  a 
captain  in  the  English  army,  and  full  of  the  blunt 
and  unpretending;  gallantry  and  generosity  whidi 
have  so  often  distinguished  that  nation.  Resistance 
was  in  vain.  Elspeth  Brydone,  when  she  descried  a 
dozen  of  horsemen  threading  their  way  up  the  glen, 
with  a  man  at  their  head,  whose  scariet  cloak,  bright 
armour,  and  dancing  plume,  proclaimed  him  a  leader, 
saw  no  better  protection  for  herself  than  to  issue 
from  the  iron  gate,  covered  with  a  long  mourning 
veil,  and  holding  one  of  her  two  sons  in  eaoh  hand, 
to  meet  the  Englishman— state  her  deserted  condi- 
tion—place the  httle  tower  at  his  command— and  beg 
for  his  mercy.  She  stated,  in  a  few  brief  words,  her 
intention,  and  added.  "I  submit,  because  I  have  nae 
means  ot  resistanca 

"  And  I  do  iu)t  ask  your  submission,  mistress,  for 
the  same  reason,"  replied  the  Englishman.    "To  be 
*  Forfocvot  Uie  afBlctsd  Sjpooae. 
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satisfied  of  your  peacefQl  intentions  is  alt  I  ask ;  and, 
from  what  you  tell  me,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
them." 

"  At  least,  sir,"  said  Elspeth  Brydone,  **  take  share 
of  what  our  spence  and  our  gamers  afibrd.  Tour 
horses  are  tired— your  folk  wont  refreshment." 

"  Not  a  whit— not  a  whit,"  answered  the  honest 
Englishman ;  \'  it  shall  never  be  said  we  disturbed  by 
carousal  the  widow  of  a  brave  soldier,  while  she  was 
mouniine  for  her  husband.—Comrades,  face  about— 
Yet  stay/'  he  added,  checking  his  war-horse,  "  my 
parties  are  out  in  every  direction;  they  must  have 
some  token  that  your  family  are  under  my  assurance 
of  safety.— Here,  my  little  fellow,"  said  be,  speaking 
to  the  eldest  boy,  who  might  be  about  mne  or  ten 
years  old,  "lend  me  thy  bonnet" 

The  child  reddened,  looked  sulky,  and  hesitated, 
while  the  mother,  with  many  a  fyt  and  nayps^ir, 
and  such  sarsenet  chidings  as  tender  mothers  give  to 
spoiled  children,  at  length  succeeded  in  snatchmg  the 
bonnet  from  him,  and  handing  it  to  the  English  leader. 

Stawarth  Bolton  took  his  embroidered  red  cross 
from  his  barret-cap,  and  putting  it  into  the  loop  of 
the  boy's  bonnet,  said  to  the  mistress,  (for  the  title 
of  lady  was  not  given  to  dames  oi  her  degree,)  "By 
this  token,  which  all  my  people  will  respect,  you  will 
be  freed  from  any  importunity  on  tbe  part  of  our 
forayers."  *  He  placed  it  on  the  boy's  head  ;  but  it 
was  no  sooner  there,  than  the  little  fellow,  his  veins 
swelling,  and  his  eyes  shooting  fire  through  tears, 
snatched  the  bonnet  from  his  head,  and,  ere  his 
mother  could  interfere,  skimmed  it  into  the  brook. 
The  other  boy  ran  instantly  to  fish  it  out  again, 
threw  it  back  to  his  brother,  first  taking  out  the 
cross,  which,  with  great  veneration,  he  kissed,  and 
put  into  his  bosom.  The  Englishman  was  half 
diverted,  half  surprised,  with  the  scene. 

"  What  mean  ye  by  throwing  away  Saint  George's 
red  cross  7"  said  he  to  the  elder  boy,  m  a  tone  betwixt 
jest  and  earnest 

"  Because  Saint  George  is  a  southern  saint,"  said 
the  child,  sulkily. 

"  Good !"— said  Stawarth  Bolton.—"  And  what  did 
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oil  mean  by  taking  it  out  of  the  brook  again,  my 
ittle  fellow  f"  he  demanded  of  the  younger. 

"  Because  the  priest  says  it  is  the  common  sign  of 
salvation  to  all  good  Chnstians." 

"  Why,  good  again  I"  said  the  honest  soldier.  "  I 
protest  unto  you,  mistress,  I  envy  you  these  boys. 
Are  they  both  yours  T' 

Stawarth  Bolton  had  reason  to  put  the  question, 
for  Halbert  Glendinning,  the  elder  of  the  two,  had 
hair  as  dark  as  the  raven's  plumage,  black  eyes, 
large,  bold,  and  sparkling,  that  glittered  under  eye- 
brows of  the  same  complexion;,  a  skin  deep  em- 
browned, though  it  could  not  be  termed  swarthy,  and 
an  air  of  activity,  frankness,  and  determination,  far 
beyond  his  age.  On  the  other  hand,  Edward,  the 
younger  brother,  was  light  haired,  blue-eyed,  and  of 
fairer  complexion,  in  countenance  rather  pale,  and 
not  exhibiting  that  rosy  hue  which  colours  the  sim- 
guine  cheek  of  robust  health.  Yet  the  boy  had 
nothing  sickly  or  ill-conditioned  in  his  look,  but  was, 
on  the  contrary,  a  fair  and  handsome  child,  with  a 
smiling  face,  and  mild,  yet  cheerful  eye. 

*  At  fftllantiT  of  ftll  UffiM  and  oatioiui  has  the  Mtne  modo  of 
thinkinff  and  actinf,  so  it  oHen  expreMos  it«cir  bj  the  utno 
ajraboli.  In  the  ctvil  war,  l74S-e.  a  party  of  Hiffhlandefs,  under 
a  Chieftain  of  rank,  came  to  Ron  Caatle,  the  seat  of  Uie  Bishop 
of  Carliile,  but  then  occupied  bjr  the  fkmilr  of  Sqaire  Dacre  of 
Cumberiand.  They  demanded  quarter*,  which  of  course  were 
not  to  Iw  reftiaed  to  iinned  men  of  a  stranca  attire  and  unknown 
lancuafe.  But  the  domestic  repreiented  to  Ute  captain  of  the 
mountaineers,  that  the  ladjr  of  the  maniion  had  l>een  just  deli- 
vered of  a  dauffhter,  and  expressed  her  hope,  that,  under  these 
circumstances,  his  partj  woold  five  as  little  trooble  as  possible. 
"God  fbrbid,"  said  the  fallant  ehief,  "  that  I  or  mine  should 
be  the  means  of  adding  to  a  lady's  inconvenience  at  such  a  time. 
Mar  I  request  to  see  the  hifkntf"  The  child  was  broofffat,  and 
the  Hiffalander,  takinf  his  cockade  out  of  his  bonnet,  and  pin- 
nine  it  on  the  child's  braast, "  That  will  be  a  token."  he  said, 
"to  aojr  of  our  people  who  may  eooie  hiUier,  that  Donald  M'- 
Donald  of  Kinloch*Moidart,  has  taken  the  family  of  Rose  Castle 
ander  his  protection."  The  lady  who  received  in  infancy  this 
faf0,of  HIetiland  protection,  is  now  Mary,  Lady  Clerk  of  Pen- 
oycuiek ;  and  on  the  loth  of  June  still  wears  tbe  cockade  which 

was  puoed  00  bar  braast,  with  a  white  roae  aa  a  kindled  deco- 
ratioii. 


The  mother  glanced  a  pitwd  northerly  glanoe,  firif 
at  the  one,  and  then  at  the  other,  ere  she  answered 
the  Englishman,  "Surely,  sir,  they  are  both  my 
children." 

"And  by  the  same  father,  mistress?"  said  Sta- 
warth ;  but,  seeing  a  blush  of  disnleasure  arise  on 
her  brow,  he  instantly  added,  "  Nay,  I  naean  no 
offence ;  I  would  have  asked  the  same  question  at 
any  of  my  gossips  in  Merry  Lincoln.— Well,  dame, 
vou  have  two  fair  boys :  I  would  I  could  borrow  one, 
for  Dame  Bolton  and  I  live  childless  in  our  old  hall.— 
Come,  Uttle  fellows,  whdch  of  you  will  go  with  me  7'^ 

The  trembUng  mother,  half-fearing  as  he  n>oke, 
drew  the  children  towards  her,  one  with  either  hand, 
while  they  both  answered  the  stranger.    "  I  will  not 

f^o  with  you,"  said  Halbert  boldly,  "  for  yon  ars  a 
alse- hearted  southern ;  and  the  southerns  killed  my 
father }  and  I  will  war  on  vou  to  the  death,  when  I 
can  draw  my  father's  ewora." 

"  God-a-mercy,  my  little  levin-bolt,"  said  Stawarth, 
"  the  goodly  custom  of  deadly  feud  will  never  go 
down  m  thy  day,  I  presume.— And  you.  my  fine 
white-head,  will  you  not  go  with  me,  to  ride  a  cock- 
horse 7" 

"  No,"  said  Edward  demurely,  '*  for  you  are  a 
heretic  " 

"Why,  God-a-mercy  still  1"  said  Stawarth*Bolton. 
"  Well,  dame,  I  see  I  shall  find  no  recruits  for  my 
troop  from  you ;  and  yet  I  do  envy  you  theae  two 
little  chubby  knaves."  He  sighed  a  moment,  as  was 
visible,  in  spite  of  gorget  and  corslet,  and  then  added, 
"And  yet  my  dame  and  I  would  but  quarrel  which 
of  the  knaves  we  should  Uke  best ;  for  I  should  wish 
for  the  black-eyed  rogue— and  she,  I  warrant  me,  for 
that  blue-eyed,  fair-naired  darling*  Natheiess,  we 
must  brook  our  soUtary  wedlock,  and  wish  joy  to 
those  that  are  more  fortunate.— Sergeant  Brittson,  do 
thou  remain  here  till  recalled— protect  this  family,  as 
under  assurance— do  them  no  wrong,  and  safier  no 
wrong  to  be  done  to  them^  as  thou  wut  answer  it — 
Dame,  Brittson  is  a  mamed  man,,  old  anu  steady  ; 
feed  him  on  what  you  will,  but  give  him  not  over 
much  liquor." 

Dame  Glendinning  again  ofiered  refreshments,  but 
with  a  faltering  voice,  and  an  obvious  desire  her 
invitation  should  not  be  accepted.  The  fact  was, 
that,  suDjiMsing  her  boys  as  precious  in  the  eves  oi 
the  Englishman  as  in  ner  own,  (the  most  ordinary 
of  parental  errors,)  she  was  half  afraid,  that  the 
admiration  he  expressed  of  them  in  his  blunt  manner 
might  end  in  his  actually  carrying  off  one  or  other 
of  the  little  darUngs  whom  he  appeared  to  covet  so 
much.  She  kept  hold  of  their  hands,  therefore,  as  if 
her  feeble  strength  could  have  been  of  service  bad 
any  violence  been  intended,  and  saw  with  joy  she 
could  not  disguise,  the  little  party  of  horse  counter- 
march, in  order  to  descend  the  glen.  Her  fedings 
did  not  escape  Stawarth  Bolton.  "I  forgive  you, 
dame,"  he  said,  "for  being  suspicious  that  an  Eng- 
lish falcon  was  hovering  over  your  Scottish  moor- 
brood.  But  fear  not— those  who  have  fewest  chil- 
dren have  fewest  cares  ;  nor  does  a  wise  man  covet 
those  of  another  household.  Adieu,  dame ;  when 
the  black-eyed  rogue  is  able  to  drive  a  foray  from 
England,  teach  him  to  spare  wsmen  and  children, 
even  for  the  sake  of  Stawarth  Bolton." 

"  God  be  with  you,  gallant  southern  !"  said  El- 
speth Glendinning,  but  not  till  he  was  out  of  bearing 
spurring  on  his  good  horse  to  regain  the  head  of  his 
party,  whose  plumage  and  armour  were  now  glancing 
and  gradually  disappearing  in  the  distance,  as  they 
winded  down  the  glen. 

"  Mother,"  said  the  elder  boy, "  I  will  not  say  anwn 
to  a  praver  for  a  southern." 

"Mother,"  said  the  young|r,  more  reverentially, 
"  is  it  right  to  pray  for  a  hereflb  7" 

"The  God  to  whom  I  pray  only  knows,"  answered 
poor  Elspeth ;  "  but  these  two  words,  southern  and 
heretic,  nave  already  oost  Scotland  ten  thousand  of 
her  best  and  bravest,  and  me  a  husband,  and  you  a 
father;  and,  whether  blessing  or  bannmfe  I  never 
wish  to  hear  them  more.— FoUow  me  to  the  Place, 
sir,"  she  said  to  Brittson,  "  and  such  as  we  have  to 
oner  yon  shall  be  at  your  disposaL" 
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TtM7  I'ltitad  down  on  Tweed  water, 

Add  Mew  their  coelt  mo  bet. 
And  Ared  the  March  and  Teviotdale, 

All  in  an  eveainff  late.— ilaU  MaUiand. 

Tbs  report  soon  spread  throagh  the  patrimony  of 
Saint  Mary's  and  its  vicinity,  that  the  Mistress  of 
iileodearg  had  received  assurance  from  the  Eof^ish 
Captain,  and  that  her  cattle  were  not  to  be  driven 
oC  or  her  com  burnt  Among  others  who  heard  this 
report,  it  reached  the  ears  of  a  lady,  who,  once  much 
higher  in  rank  than  Elspeth  Glendinning,  was  now 
by  the  same  calamity  reduced  to  even  greater  misfor- 
uioe. 

She  was  the  widow  of  a  brave  soldier,  Walter 
Avenel  descended  of  a  very  ancient  Border  family, 
who  once  possessed  immense  estates  in  Elskdale. 
These  had  long  since  passed  from  them  into  other 
haodsL  but  they  still  enjoyed  an  ancient  Barony  of 
considerable  extent,  not  very  far  from  the  patrimony 
of  St  Mary's,  and  lying  upon  the  same  side  of  the 
river  with  the  narrow  vale  of  Glendearg,  at  the  head 
of  which  was  the  little  tower  of  the  Glendinnings. 
Here  tbey  had  lived  bearing  a  respectable  rank 
amongst  the  gentnr  of  their  province,  tbouuh  neither 
wealthy  nor  powerful  This  general  regard  had  been 
mtieh  augmented  by  the  skul,  courage,  and  enter- 
prise, which'  had  boon  displayed  by  Walter  Avenel, 
the  last  Baron. 

When  Scotland  bea^an  to  recover  from  the  dreadful 
shock  she  had  sustained  after  the  battle  of  Piukie- 
Cleugb,  Avenel  was  one  of  the  first  who,  assembling 
a  small  force,  set  an  example  in  those  bloody  and 
unsparing  riurmishe&  which  showed  that  a  nation, 
though  conquered  and  overrun  by  invaders,  may  yet 
wage  against  them  such  a  war  of  detail  as  shall  in 
the  end  become  fatal  to  the  foreigners.  In  one  of 
thescL  however,  Walter  Aveiiel  fell,  and  the  news 
which  t»me  to  the  house  of  his  fathers  was  followed 
by  the  distracting  intelligence,  that  a  party  of  Eng- 
lishmen were  coming  to  plunder  the  mansion  and 
lands  of  his  widow,  in  order,  by  this  act  of  terror,  to 
prevent  others  from  following  the  example  of  the 
deceased. 

The  unfortonate  Udy  had  no  better  refuge  than  the 
miserable  cottage  of  a  shepherd  among  the  hills,  to 
which  she  was  hastily  removed,  scarce  conscious 
where  or  for  what  purpose  her  terrified  attendants 
were  removing  her  and  her  infant  daughter  from  her 
own  house.  Here  she  was  tended  with  all  the  du- 
leoos  service  of  ancient  times  by  the  shepherd's  wife, 
Tibb  Tacket,  who  in  better  days  had  been  her  own 
bowerwoman.  For  a  time  the  lady  was  unconscious 
of  her  misery ;  but  when  the  first  stunning  effect  of 
grief  was  so  far  passed  away  that  she  could  form  an 
estimate  of  her  own  situation,  the  widow  of  Avenel 
had  cause  to  envy  the  lot  of  her  husband  in  his  dark 
and  silent  abode.  The  domestics  who  had  guided 
her  to  her  place  of  refuge,  were  presently  obliged  to 
disperse  for  their  own  safetv,  or  to  seek  for  necessary 
subsistence;  and  the  shepherd  and  his  wife,  whose 
poor  cottage  she  shared,  were  soon  after  deprived  of 
the  means  of  affording  their  late  mistress  even  that 
coarse  sustenance  which  they  had  gladly  shared  with 
her.  Some  of  the  English  forajrers  had  discovered 
and  driven  oflf  the  few  sheep  wmch  had  escaped  the 
first  researches  of  their  avarice.  Two  cows  shared 
the  fate  of  the  remnant  of  their  stock ;  they  had  af- 
forded the  farailv  almost  their  sole  support,  and  now 
famine  appeared  to  stare  them  in  the  face. 

'*  We  are  broken  and  be«;;ared  now,  out  and  out^" 
said  old  Martin  the  shepherd— and  he  wrung  his 


wife,  **  turning  back  their  necks  to  the  byre,  and  rout- 
ing while  the  stony-hearted  villains  were  brogging 
them  on  wi'  their  lances !" 

"^ There  were  but  four  of  them,"  said  Martin,  "and 
I  have  seen  the  day  fortv  wad  not  have  ventured  this 
length.  But  our  strength  and  manhood  is  gane  with 
ourpuir  maisterl" 

"  For  the  sake  of  the  holy  rood,  whisht,  man !"  said 
the  goodwife;  "oar  leddy  is  half  gane  already,  as  ye 


may  see  bv  that,  fleightering  of  the  ee-lid^a  wofd 
mair  and  she's  dead  outrisdit" 

"I  could  almost  wish,  Mid  Martin,  "we  were 
a'  gane,  for  what  to  do  passes  my  puir  wit.  I  care 
litue  for  mysell,  or  you,  Tibb,~we  can  make  a  fend 
—work  or  want— we  can  do  baith,  but  she  can  do 
neither." 

They  canvassed  their  situation  thus  openly  before 
the  lady,  convinced  by  the  paleness  of  her  look,  her 
quivering  lip,  and  dead-set  eye,  that  she  neither  heard 
nor  understood  what  they  were  saying. 

"  There  is  a  way,"  said  the  shepherd  "but  1  kenna 
if  ahe  could  bring  her  heart  to  it,~there^s  Simon  Glen- 
dinning's  widow  of  the  glen  yonder,  has  had  assu* 
ranee  from  the  southOTn  loons,  and  nae  soldier  to  steer 
them  for  one  cause  or  other.  Now,  if  the  leddv 
could  bow  her  mind  to  take  quarters  with  Elspetn 
Glendinning  till  better  days  cast  up,  nae  doubt  it  wad 

be  doing  an  nonour  to  the  like  of  her,  but" 

.  "An  honour!**  answered  Tibb,  "ay,  by  my  word, 
sic  an  honour  as  wad  be  pride  to  her  kin  mony  a 
lang  year  after  her  banes  were  in  the  mould.  Oh  I 
gudeman,  to  hear  ye  even  the  Lady  of  Avenel  to 
seeking  Quarters  wi^a  kirk- vassal's  widow !" 

"  Loatn  should  I  be  to  wish  her  to  it,"  said  Martin ; 
'*  but  what  may  we  do  7— to  stay  here  is  mere  starva- 
tion ;  and  where  to  go.  I'm  sure  I  ken  nae  mair  than 
onv  tup  I  ever  herded. ' 

Speak  no  more  of  it,"  said  the  widow  of  AveneL 
suddenly  joining  in  the  conversation,  "  I  will  go  to 
the  tower.  Dame  Elspeth  is  of  good  folk,  a  widow, 
and  the  mother  of  orphans,— she  will  give  us  house- 
room  until  something  be  thought  upon.  These  evil 
showers  make  the  low  bush  better  than  no  beild." 

"  See  therc^  see  there,"  said  Martin,  "  you  see  the 
leddy  has  twice  our  isense." 

"  And  natural  it  is,"  said  Tibb,  "  seeing  that  she  is 
convent-bred,  and  can  lay  silk  broidery,  lorby  whito- 
seam  and  shml-work." 

"  Do  you  not  think,"  said  the  ladv  to  Martin,  still 
clasping  her  child  to  her  bosom,  and  making  it  clear 
from  what  motivea  she  desirod  the  refuse,  "that 
Dame  Glendinning  will  make  us  welcome? 

*'  Blitbelv  welcome,  blithely  welcome,  my  leddy," 
answered  Martin  cheerily,  "  and  we  ahall  deserve  a 
welcome  at  her  hand  Men  are  scarce  now,  my  ledd^, 
with  these  wars;  and  gie  me  a  thought  of  time  to  it, 
I  can  do  as  gude  a  da/s  darg  as  ever  I  did  in  my  life, 
and  Tibb  can  sort  cows  with  ony  living  woman." 

"  And  muckle  mair  could  I  do,"  said  Tibb,  "  were 
it  in  ony  feasible  house;  but  there  will  be  neither 
pearlins  to  mend,  nor  pinners  to  busk  up,  in  Elspeth 
Glendinning*  s." 

"  Whisht  wi*  your  pride,  woman,"  said  the  shep- 
herd ;  "  eneugh  yp  can  do,  baith  outside  and  insida, 
an  ye  set  your  mind  to  it;  and  hard  it  is  if  we  twa 
canna  work  for  three  folk's  meat,  forby  my  dainty 
wee  leddy  there.  Come  awa,  come  awa,  nae  use  in 
staying  here  langer;  we  have  five  Scots  miles  over 
moss  and  muir.  and  that  is  nae  easy  walk  for  a  leddy 
bom  and  bred" 

Household  smfl^  there  was  httle  or  none  to  remove 
or  care  for ;  an  old  pony  which  had  escaped  the  plun- 
derers, owing  partly  to  its  pitiful  appearance,  partly 
from  the  reluctance  which  it  showed  to  be  caught  by 
strangers,  was  employed  to  carry  the  few  blankets, 
and  other  trifles  which  they  possessed.  When  Sha- 
gram  came  to  his  master's  well-known  whistle,  he 
was  surprised  to  find  the  poor  thing  had  been  wounded, 
though  slightly,  by  an  arrow,  which  one  of  the  fo- 
rayers  had  shot  off  in  anger  alter  he  had  long  chased 
it  in  vain.  ,  ,.  , 

"  Ay,  Shagram,'*  said  the  old  man,  as  he  applied 
something  to  the  wound, "  must  you  rue  the  langbow 
as  W6el  as  all  of  us  7" 

"What  corner  in  Scotland  rues  it  not  I"  said  the 
Lady  of  Avenel.  .     »  ^   ,  , 

"Ay,  ay,  madam,*'  said  Martin,  "God  keep  the 
kindly  Scot  from  the  cloth-yard  shaft,  and  he  will 
keep  himself  from  the  handy  stroke.  But  letp  go 
our  way;  the  trash  that  is  left  I  can  come  back  for. 
There  is  nae  ane  to  stir  it  but  the  good  neighbour^ 
and  thejr" 

"  For  the  love  of  God,  goodman,"  said  bis  wife^ 
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in  a  mnoiAtredag  tone,  "  hand  your  peace !  Think 
what  ye're  saying,  and  we  hae  aae  muckle  wild  land 
to  go  over  before  we  win  to  the  Girth  Ghite." 

The  husband  nodded  acquiescence;  for  it  Was 
deemed  highly  imprudent  to  speak  of  the  fairies 
either  by  tneir  title  of  good  nexghboura  or  by  anv 
other,  especially  when  about  to  pass  the  places  which 
they  were  supposed  to  haunt.* 

Thev  set  forward  on  their  pilgrimage  on  the  last 
day  or  October.  "  This  is  thy  oirth-day,  my  sweet 
Mary,"  said  the  mother,  as  a  sting  of  bitter  recollec- 
tion crossed  her  mind.  "  Oh,  wno  coiUd  have  be- 
lieved that  the  head,  which,  a  few  years  since,  was 
cradled  amongst  so  many  rejoicing  friends,  may  per- 
haps this  night  seek  a  cover  in  vam !" 

The  exiled  family  then  set  forward,— Mary  Avenel, 
a  lovely  girl  between  five  and  six  years  oki,  riding 
gipsy  fashion  upoif  Shagram,  betwixt  two  bundles  of 
bedding :  the  Lady  of  Avenel  walking  by  the  animal's 
side :  TiDb  leading  the  bridle,  and  old  Martin  walking 
a  litue  before,  looking  anxiously  around  him  to  explore 
the  way. 

Martin's  task  as  guide,  after  two  or  three  miles' 
walking  became  more  difficult  than  he  himself  had 
expected,  or  than  he  was  willing  to  avow.  It  hap- 
pened that  the  extensive  range  of  pasturage,  with 
which  he  was  conversant,  lay  to  the  west,  and  to  get 
into  the  little  valley  of  Gienaearg  he  had  to  procasd 
easterly.  In  the  wilder  districts  of  Scotland,  the 
passage  from^  one  vale  to  another,  otherwise  than  by 
descending  that  which  you  leave,  and  re-ascending 
the  other,  is  often  very  difficult.  Heights  and  hol- 
lows, mosses  and  rocks  intervene,  and  all  those  local 
impediments  which  throw  a  traveller  out  of  his  course. 
So  that  Martin,  however  sure  of  his  general  direction, 
became  conscious,  and  at  length  was  forced  reluc- 
tantly to  admit,  that  he  had  missed  the  direct  road 
to  Giendearg,  though  he  insisted  they  must  be  very 
near  it  "  If  we  can  but  win  across  tnis  wide  bog. ' 
he  saidj  "  I  bhall  warrant  we  are  on  the  top  of  the 
tower.'' 

But  to  get  across  the  bog  was  a  point  of  no  small 
difficulty.  The  farther  they  ventured  into  it,  though 
proceedmg  with  all  the  caution  which  Martin's  ex- 
penence  recommended,  the  more  unsound  the  groimd 
became,  until,  after  they  had  passed  some  places  of 
great  peril,  their  best  argument  for  going  forward 
came  to  be,  that  they  had  to  encounter  equal  danger 
in  returning. 

The  Lady  of  Avenel  ha4  heen  tenderly  nurtured, 
but  what  will  not  a  woman  endure  when  her  child 
is  in  danger  1    Complaining  less  of  the  dangers  of 

•  Thii  Mpentition  coDtimiM  to  prevail,  thoufh  ooa  would 
■oppow  It  mutt  now  be  antiquatea  It  if  only  a  rear  or  two 
aince  an  itinerant  puppet  ahow-man,  who,  ditdaininc  to  ackoow- 
ledfe  the  prof^smon  of  Gines  de  PaMamontJ.  called  hinuelfan 
artjst  from  Vauxhall,  brought  a  comiilaint  or  a  iiogniar  nature 
before  the  author,  at  Sheriff  of  Selkirkshire.  The  remarkable 
dexterity  with  which  the  ihow-man  had  exhibited  the  machi- 
nery of  hii  little  itare,  had,  upon  a  Selkirk  fhir-dar,  excited  the 
eaier  curiofity  of  aome  mechanics  of  Galashiels.  These  men, 
from  no  worse  motive  that  could  be  discovered  than  a  thirst 
after  knowledge  beyond  their  sphere,  committed  a  burclary  upon 
the  bvn  in  which  the  puppets  had  been  eonsifned  to  repose, 
and  carried  Uiem  off  in  the  nook  of  their  plaids,  when  returning 
ttam.  Selkirk  to  their  own  vUlace. 

"  Bat  wHh  lbs  Dorainf  cool  rtflccUon  esais" 

The  party  found,  however,  they  cotid  not  make  Punch  danoe, 
and  that  the  whole  troop  were  equally  intractable ;  they  had 
also,  perhaps,  some  apprelieosions  of  the  Rhadamanth  of  the 
district :  and,  willinc  to  be  quit  of  their  booty,  they  left  the 
puppets  seated  in  a  grore  bv  the  side  of  the  Ettrick.  wtiere  they 
were  sure  to  bo  touched  by  the  firat  beams  of  the  ri.«inr  son. 
Here  a  shepherd,  who  was  on  foot  with  sunrise  to  pen  his  mas- 
ter's sheep  on  a  field  of  turnips,  to  his  utter  astonishment,  saw 
this  train,  profUsely  gay.  sitting  in  the  little  grotto.  His  exami- 
nation proceeded  thus  :— 

SKerif.  You  saw  tbeae  gay-looking  things?  what  did  yon 
think  they  were? 

8kepker4.  Ou,  I  am  no  that  free  to  say  what  I  might  think 
they  were. 

Atr\f.  Come,  lad,  1  must  have  a  direet  answer-  who  did  you 
think  they  were  7 

Bknkerd.  Ou.  sir.  troUi  I  am  no  that  ftae  to  say  that  I  mind 
wha  I  might  tiiink  they  were. 

skertf.  Come,  come,  sir !  1  ask  you  distinctly,  did  you  thhik 
they  were  the  fluries  you  saw  1 

•f**^   Indeed,  sir,  aud  I  winaa  say  bat  I  might  think  it 
was  the  Good  Neighbours. 

^.^  u°^ljn«lr  was  he  brought  to  alhnle  to  the  irritable  and 
eaptious  inhabitanu  of  fairy  land. 


the  road  than  her  attendants,  who  had  been  inured 
to  such  from  their  infoncy.  she  kept  herself  close  by 
the  side  of  the  pony,  watching  its  every  footstep,  ana 
ready,  if  it  should  flounder  in  the  morass,  to  snatch 
her  little  Marv  from  its  back. 

At  length  they  came  to  a  place  where  the  guide 
greatly  hesitated,  for  all  around  him  was  broken 
lumps  of  heath,  divided  from,  each  other  by  deep 
sloughs  of  black  tenacious  mire.  After  great  con- 
sideration. Martin,  selecting  what  he  thouglit  the 
safest  path,  h^n  himself  to  lead  forward  Shagram, 
in  order  to  aflord  greater  seciuity  to  the  child.  But 
Shagram  snorted,  laid  his  ears  back,  stretched  his 
two  feet  forward,  and  drew  his  hind  feet  imder  him, 
so  as  to  adopt  the  best  possible  posture  for  obstinate 
resistance,  and  refused  to  move  one  yard  in  the  direc- 
tion indicated.  Old  Martin,  much  puzzled,  now  hesi- 
tated whether  to  exert  his  absolute  authority,  or  to 
defer  to  the  contimiacious  obstinacy  of  Shagram,  and 
was  not  greatly  comforted  by  his  wife's  observation, 
who,  seeing  Shagram  stare  with  his  eyes,  distend  his 
nostrils,  and  tremble  with  terror,  hinted  that  **  he 
surely  saw  more  than  they  could  see." 

In  this  dilemma,  the  child  suddenly  exdaimed— 
"Bonny  leddy  signs  tons  to  come  von  gate."  Tber 
all  looked  in  the  direction  where  the  child  pointed, 
but  saw  nothing,  save  a  wreath  of  rising  mist,  which 
fancy  might  form  into  a  human  figure;  but  whicb 
afforaed  to  Martin  only  the  sonrowfuTconvictioD,  that 
the  danger  of  their  situation  was  about  to  be  increas- 
ed by  a  heary  fog.  He  once  more  essayed  to  lead 
forward  Shagram ;  but  the  animal  was  inflexible  in 
its  determination  not  to  move  in  the  direction  Mar- 
tin recommended.  " Take  your  own  way  for  it  then," 
said  Martin,  "  and  let  us  see  what  you  can  do  for  us." 

Shagram,  abandoned  to  the  discretion  of  his  own 
free  will,  set  off  boldly  in  the  direction  the  child  had 
pointed.  There  was  nothing  wonderful  in  this^  nor 
in  its  bringing  them  safe  to  the  other  side  of  the  dan- 
gerous morass ;  for  the  instinct  of  these  animals  in 
traversing  bogs  is  one  of  the  most  curious  parts  of 
their  nature,  and  is  a  fact  generally  established.  But 
it  was  remarkable,  that  toe  child  more  than  onoe 
mentioned  the  beautiful  lady  and  her  signals,  and  that 
Shagram  seemed  to  be  in  the  secret,  uways  moving 
in  the  same  direction  which  she  indicated.  The 
Lady  of  Avenel  took  little  notice  at  the  time,  her 
mind  being  probably  occupied  by  the  instant  danger; 
but  her  attendants  exchanged  expressive  looks  with 
each  other  more  than  once. 

"All-Hallow  Eve!"  said  Tibb,  in  a  whisper  to 
Martin. 

"For  the  mercy  of  Our  Lady,  not  a  word  of  that 
now !"  said  Martin  in  reply.  '*  Tell  yotur  beads,  wo- 
man, if  you  cannot  be  silent" 

When  they  got  once  more  on  firm  ground,  Martin 
recognised  certain  land-marks,  or  cairns,  on  the  tope 
of  the  neighbouring  hills,  bv  which  he  was  enabled 
to  guide  his  course,  and  ere  long  they  arrived  at  the 
Tower  of  Glendeaig. 

It  was  at  the  sight  of  this  little  fortalice  that  the 
misery  of  her  lot  pressed  hard  upon  the  poor  Lady  of 
Avenel.  When  by  any  accident  thev  had  met  at 
church,  market,  or  other  place  of  public  resort,  she 
remeinbered  the  distant  and  respectful  air  with  which 
the  wife  of  the  warlike  baron  was  addressed  by  the 
spouse  of  the  humble  feuar.  And  now,  so  much  was 
her  pride  humbled,  that  she  was  to  ask  to  abare  the 
precarious  safety  of  the  same  feuar^s  widow,  and  her 
pittance  of  food,  which  might  perhaps  be  yet  more 
precarious.  Martin  probably  guessed  what  was  pass- 
ing in  her  mind,  for  he  looked  at  her  with  a  w»tful 
glance,  as  if  to  deprecate  any  change  of  resolution ; 
and  answering  to  his  looks,  rather  than  his  words, 
she  said,  whue  the  sparkle  of  subdued  pride  once 
more  elanced  from  her  eye,  "  if  it  were  for  myself 
alone,!  could  but  die— but  for  this  infant— the  last 
pledge  of  Avenel" 

"True,  my  lady,"  said  Martin  hastily ;  and.  as  if  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  her  retracting,  he  added,  "I 
will  step  on  and  sea  Dame  Elspeth— ikend  her  hus- 
band weel,  and  have  bought  and  sold  with  him,  for 
as  great  a  man  as  he  was." 

Martin's  tale  was  soon  told,  and  met  all  acceptance 
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from  her  companion  in  misfortune.  The  Lady  of 
Aveoel  bad  been  meek  and  oourteoua  in  her  prosperi- 
ty; in  adversity^  therefore,  she  met  with  the  greater 
fnrmpathy.  B^dee,  there  was  a  point  of  pride  in 
sbeitering  and  supporting  a  woman  of  such  supe- 
rior birth  and  rank;  and,  not  to  do  Elspeth  Glendin- 
ning  injustice,  she  felt  syinpathy  for  a  woman  whose 
fate  resembled  her  own  in  so  many  points,  yet  was 
80  much  more  severe.  Every  species  of  hospitality 
was  gladly  and  respectfiillv  extended  to  the  distressed 
tramtera,  and  they  were  kindly  requested  to  stay  as 
long  at  Glendearg  as  their  circumstances  rendered 
necessary,  or  their  inclination  prompted. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Tfe*er  be  I  foaod  br  thee  unawed, 
Oo  that  thrioa  haJlow'd  eve  abroad, 
Wb«D  gobUiM  haunt  from  flood  and  Un, 

The  stepi  of  man. 

COLLuta'a  Ode  to  Fear. 

As  the  country  became  more  settled,  the  Lady  of 
Aveoel  would  have  willingly  returned  to  her  hus- 
band's mansion.  But  that  was  no  longer  in  her 
power.  It  was  a  reign  of  minority,  when  the  strong- 
est had  the  best  right,  and  when  acts  of  usurpation 
were  iroquent  amongst  those  who  had  much  power 
and  little  conscience. 

Julian  Avenel,  the  yoirager  brother  of  the  deceased 
Walter,  was  a  person  of  this  description.  He  hesi- 
tated not  to  seize  upon  his  brother's  house  and  lands, 
ao  soon  as  the  retreat  of  the  English  permitted  him. 
At  first,  he  occupied  the  property  in  the  name  of  his 
niece,  but  when  the  lady  proposed  to  return  with  her 
child  to  the  mansion  of  its  fathers,  he  gave  her  to 
tmdeistand.  that  Aveikel  being  a  male  fiet;  descended 
to  the  brother,  instead  of  the  daughter^  of  the  last 
possessor.  The  ancientphilosopher  dechned  a  dispute 
with  the  emperor  who  commanded  twenty  legions, 
and  the  widow  of  Walter  Avenel  was  in  no  condition 
to  maintain  a  contest  with  the  leader  of  twenty  moss- 
troopers. Julian  was  also  a  man  of  service,  who 
could  back,  a  friend  in  case  of  need,  and  was  sure, 
ther«G9re,  to  find  protectors  among  the  ruling  pow- 
ers. In  shorty  however  clear  the  little  Mary's  right 
to  the  possessions  of  her  father,  her  mother  saw  the 
necessity  of  giving  way,  at  least  for  the  time,  to  the 
usurpation  of  her  uncle. 

Her  patience  and  forbearance  were  so  far  attended 
vith  advantage,  that  Julian,  for  very  shame's  sake, 
could  no  longer  suffer  her  to  be  absolutely  dependant 
on  the  charity  of  Elspeth  GHendinning.  A  drove  of 
cattle  and  a  bull  (wnich  were  probaoly  miraed  by 
some  English  farmer)  were  driven  to  the  pastures 
of  Glendearg;  presents  of  raiment  and  household 
stuff  were  sent  liberally,  and  some  little  money, 
thoufi^  with  a  more  sparing  hand ;  for  those  in  the 
sittuuion  of  Julian  Avenel  could  come  more  easily 
by  the  goods,  than  the  representing  medium  of  va- 
Ju&  and  made  their  payments  chiefly  in  kind. 

In  the  meantime,  toe  widows  of  Walter  Avenel 
and  Simon  Glendinning  had  become  habituated  to 
each  other's  society,  and  were  unwilling  to  part 
llie  lady  could  hope  no  more  secret  and  secure  resi- 
dence than  in  the  tower  of  Glendearg,  and  she  was 
now  in  a  condition  to  support  her  snare  of  the  mu- 
tual housekeeping.  Elspeth,  on  the  other  hand,  felt 
pride,  as  well  as  pleasure,  in  the  society  of  a  guest  of 
such  distinction,  and  was  at  all  times  willUig  to  pay 
much  greater  deference  than  the  Lady  of  Waltier  Ave- 
nal  could  be  prevailed  on  to  accept. 

Martin  and  his  wife  diUgently  served  the  imited 
family  in  their  several  vocations,  and  yielded  obe- 
dience to  both  mistresses,  though  always  consider- 
in)^  themselves  as  the  esptecial  servants  of  the  Lady 
oiAvenel.  This  distinction  sometimes  occasioned 
[bt  degree  of  difference  between  Dame  Elspeth 


and  Tibb ;  the  former  being  jealous  of  her  own  con- 
seiioence,  and  the  latter  apt  to  lay  too  much  stress 
upon  the  rank  and  family  of  her  mistress.  But  both 
woe  alike  denrous  to  conceal  such  petty  squabbles 
from  the  lady,  her  hostess  scarce  yielding  to  her  old 
domestic  in  respect  for  her  person.  Neither  did  the 
diflerence  exist  in  such  a  degree  as  to  interrupt  the 


general  harmony  of  the  family,  for  the  one  visely 
gave  way  as  she  saw  the  other  become  warm ;  and 
Tibb,  though  she  often  gave  the  first  provocation, 
had  generally  the  sense  to  be  the  first  in  relinquish- 
ingthe  argument 

The  world  which  lay  beyond  was  gradually  forgot- 
ten by  the  inhabitants  of  this  sequestered  men,  and 
unless  when  she  attended  mass  at  the  Monastery 
Church  upon  some  high  holiday,  AUce  of  Avenel 
almost  forgot  that  she  once  held  an  equal  rank  with 
the  proud  wives  of  the  neighbouring  barons  and  no- 
bles who  on  such  occasions  crowded  to  the  solemnity. 
The  recollection  gave  her  little  pain.  She  loved  her 
husband  for  himself,  and  in  his  inestimable  loss  all 
lesser  subjects  of  regret  had  ceased  to  interest  her. 
At  times,  mdeed,  she  thought  of  claiming  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Queen  Regent  (Mary  of  Gkiise)  for  her 
little  orphan,  but  the  fear  of  JuUnn  Avenel  always 
came  between.  She  was  sensible  that  he  would 
have  neither  scruple  nor  difficulty  in  spiriting  away 
the  child,  (if  be  did  not  proceed  farther.)  should  he 
once  consider  its  existence  as  formidable  to  his  in- 
terest. Besides,  he  led  a  wild  and  unsettled  life, 
mingling  in  all  feuds  and  forays,  wherever  there  was 
a  spear  to  be  broken:  be  evinced  no  purpose  of  mar- 
rying, and  the  fate  which  he  continually  was  braving 
might  at  length  remove  him  from  his  usurped  inhen- 
tance.  Alice  of  Avenel,  therefore,  judged  it  wise  to 
check  all  ambitious  thoughts  for  the  present,  and  re- 
main Quiet  in  the  rude,  but  peaceable  retreat,  to  which 
Providence  had  conducted  ner. 

It  was  upon  an  All-Hallow's  eve,  when  the  family 
had  resided  together  for  the  spaceof  three  years,  that 
the  domestic  circle  was  assembled  round  the  blazing 
turf-fire,  in  the  old  narrow  hall  of  the  Tower  of  Glen- 
dearg. The  idea  of  the  master  or  mistress  of  the 
mansion  feeding  or  living  apart  from  their  domestics, 
was  at  this  period  never  entertained.  The  highest 
end  of  the  board,  the  most  commodious  settle  by  the 
fire,— these  were  the  only  marks  of  distinbtion ;  •and 
the  servants  mingled,  with  deference  indeed,  but  un- 
reproved  and  with  freedom,  in  whatever  conversa- 
tion was  going  forward,  cut  the  two  or  three  do- 
mestics, kept  merely  for  agricultural  purposes,  had 
retired  to  their  own  cottages  without,  and  with  them 
a  couple  of  wenches,  usually  employed  within  doors, 
the  daughters  of  one  of  the  hinds.  • 

After  their  departure.  Martin  locked,  first  the  iron 
gate;  and,  secondly^  the  inner  door  of  the  tower, 
when  the  domestic  cncle  was  thus  arranged.  Dame 
Elspeth  sate  pulling  the  thread  from  her  dtstafr;  Tibb 
watched  the  progress  of  scalding  the  whey,  which 
hung  in  a  large  pot  upon  the  crookf  a  chain  termina- 
ted by  a  hook,  which  was  suspended  in  the  chimiiey 
to  serve  the  purpose  of  the  modem  crane.  Martin, 
while  busied  in  repairing  some  of  the  household  ar- 
ticles, (for  every  man  in  those  days  was  his  own  car- 
penter and  smith,  as  well  as  his  own  tailor  and  shoe- 
maker,) kept  from  time  to  time  a  watchful  eye  upon 
the  three  children. 

They  were  allowed,  however,  to  exercise  their  ju- 
venile restlessness  by  running  up  and  down  the  hall, 
behind  the  seats  of  the  elder  members  of  the  family, 
with  the  privilege  of  occasionally  making  excursions 
into  one  or  two  small  apartments  which  opened  from 
it,  and  gave  excellent  opportunity  to  play  at  hide- 
and-seek.  This  night,  however,  the  children  seemed 
not  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  their  privilege  of 
visiting  these  dark  regions,  but  preferred  carrying  on 
their  gambols  in  the  vicinity  of  the  light. 

In  the  meanwhile  Alice  of  Avenel,  sitting  close  to 
ao  iron  candlestick,  which  supported  a  mis-sbapen 
torch  of  domestic  manufacture  read  small  detached 
passages  fix>m  a  thick  claspea  volume,  which  she 
preserved  with  the  greatest  care.  The  art  of  reading 
the  lady  had  acauired  by  her  residence  in  a  nunnery 
during  tier  youth,  but  she  seldom,  of  late  years,  put 
it  to  any  other  use  than  perusing  this  little  volume, 
which  formed  her  whole  library.  The  family  Ustened 
to  the  portions  which  she  selected,  as  to  some  good 
thing  which  there  was  a  merit  in  hearing  with  re- 
spect whether  it  was  fully  understood  or  no.  To  her 
daughter,  Alice  of  Avend  had  determined  to  impart 
I  their  mystery  more  fUUy,  but  the  knowledge  was  at 
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tbftt  period  attended  with  penonal  danger,  and  waa 
not  rashly  to  be  trusted  to  a  child. 

The  noise  of  the  romping  children  interrupted,  from 
time  to  tinie,  the  voice  of  the  lady,  and  drew  on  the 
noisy  culprits  the  rebuke  of  Elspeth. 

"  Could  they  not  go  farther  a-field,  if  they  behoved 
to  make  such  a  dm,  and  disturb  the  lady's  cood 
words'}"  And  this  command  was  backed  with  the 
threat  of  sending  the  whole  party  to  bed  if  it  was  not 
attended  to  punctually.  Actmg  under  the  injunction, 
the  children  first  played  at  a  greater  distance  from 
the  party,  and  more  quietly,  ana  then  began  to  stray 
into  the  adjacent  apartments,  as  they  become  impa- 
tient of  U\e  restraint  to  which  they  were  subjected. 
But,  all  at  once,  the  two  boys  came  open-mouthed 
into  the  hall,  to  tell  that  there  was  an  armed  man  in 
the  spence. 

"  It  must  be  Christie  of  Clint-hill,"  said  Martin, 
rising:  "what  can  have  brought  him  here  at  this 
timer* 

"Or  how  came  he  in  7"  said  Eln)eth. 

"  Alas !  what  can  he  seek  1"  said  the  Lady  of  Ave- 
nd,  to  whom  this  man,  a  retainer  of  her  husband's 
brother,  and  who  sometimes  executed  his  commis- 
sions at  Olendearg,  was  an  object  of  secret  appre- 
hension and  suspicion.  "Gracious  heavens!*'  she 
added,  rising  up,  "where  is  my  child?"  All  rushed 
to  the  ntence,  Halbert  GUendinning  first  arming  him- 
self with  a  rusty  sword,  and  the  vounger  seizing  upon 
the  lady's  book.  They  hastened  to  the  spence,  and 
were  relieved  of  a  part  of  their  anxiety  by  meeting 
Mary  at  the  door  of  the  apartment.  She  did  not 
seem  in  the  slightest  degree  alarmed  or  disturbed. 
They  rushed  into  the  spence,  (a  sort  of  interior  apart- 
ment in  which  the  family  ate  their  victuals  in  the 
summer  season.)  but  there  was  no  one  there. 

"Where  is  Christie  of  Clint-hill  1"  said  Martin. 

"  I  do  not  know,"  said  little  Mary ;  "  1  never  saw 
him." 

"  And  what  made  you,  ye  misleard  loons,"  said 
Dame  Elspeth  to  her  two  boys,  "  come  yon  gate  into 
the  ha',  roaring  like  bull-sera,  to  frighten  the  leddy, 
and  her  far  frae  strong?"  The  boys  looked  at  each 
other  in  silence  and  confusion,  and  their  mother  pro- 
ceeded with  her  lecture.  "Could  ye  find  nae  night 
for  dafiin  but  Hallowe'en,  and  nae  time  but  when  the 
leddy  was  reading  to  us  about  the  holy  saints  7  May 
ne'er  be  in  my  fingers,  if  I  dinna  sort  ye  baith  for  it !" 
The  eldest  boy  bent  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  the 
younger  began  to  weep,  but  neither  spoke;  and  the 
mother  would  have  proceeded  to  extremities,  but  for 
the  interposition  of  the  little  maiden. 

"  Dame  Elspeth,  it  was  my  fault— I  did  say  to  them, 
that  I  saw  a  roan  in  the  spence." 

"And  what  made  you  do  so,  child,"  said  her  mo- 
ther, "  to  startle  us  all  thus  ?" 

"  Because."  said  Mary,  lowering  her  voice,  "I  could 
not  help  it.'^ 

"  Not  help  it,  Mary !— von  occasioned  all  this  idle 
noise,  and  you  could  not  ndp  it  1  How  mean  you  by 
that,  minion?" 

"  There  really  was  an  armed  man  in  the  spence," 
said  Mary ;  "  and  because  I  was  surprised  to  see  him, 
I  cried  out  to  Halbert  and  Edward' 

"  Shehas  told  it  herself,"  said  Halbert  Glendinning, 
"  or  it  had  never  been  told  by  me." 

"  Nor  by  me  neither,"  said  Edward,  emulously. 

"Mistress  Mary,"  said  Elspeth,  "you  never  told  us 
any  thing  before  that  was  not  tnie ;  tell  us  if  this  was 
a  Hallowe'en  cantrip,  and  make  an  end  of  it."  The 
Lady  of  Avenel  looked  as  if  she  would  have  interfered, 
but  knew  not  how ;  and  Elspeth,  who  was  too  eagerly 
curious  to  r^nird  any  distant  hint,  persevered  in  her 
inquiries.  ''Was  it  Christie  of  the  Clint-hill ?— I 
would  not  for  a  mark  that  he  were  about  the  house, 
and  a  body  no  ken  where." 

"  It  was  not  Christie,"  said  Mary ;  "  it  was— it  was 
a  gentleman— a  gentleman  with  a  bright  breastplate, 
like  what  I  hae  seen  langsyne,  when  we  dwelt  at 
Avenel" 

"What  like  vma  he?"  continued  Tibb,  who  now 
took  share  in  the  investigation. 

"Black-haired,  black-eyed,  with  a  peaked  black 
beard,"  said  the  child,  "and  many  a  fold  of  pearling 


round  his  neck,  and  hanging  down  his  breast 
his  breastplate ;  and  he  had  a  beautiful  hawk,  with 
silver  bells,  standing  on  his  left  hand,  with  acnmaoo 
silk  hood  upon  its  head" 

"Ask  her  no  more  questions,  for  the  love  of  Qod,*' 
said  the  anxious  menial  to  EU^th,  "  but  look  to  my 
leddy !"  But  the  Udy  of  Avenel,  takinff  Mary  in  her 
hand,  turned  hastily  away,  and,  walking  into  the 
hall,  gave  them  no  opportunity  of  remarking  in  what 
manner  she  received  the  child's  communication, 
which  she  thus  cut  short.  What  Tibb  thought  of  it 
appeared  from  her  crossing  herself  rg)eatealy,  and 
whispering  into  Elspeth's  ear,  "  Saint  Mary  preserve 
us !— the  lassie  has  seen  her  fathor !" 

When  they  reached  the  hall,  they  found  the  lady 
holding  her  daughter  on  her  knee,  and  kissing  h^ 
repeatedly.  When  they  entered,  she  again  rose,  as  if 
to  shun  observation,  and  retired  to  the  little  apart- 
ment where  her  child  and  she  occupied  the  same  bed. 

The  boys  were  also  sent  to  their  cabin,  and  no  cme 
remained  by  the  hall  fire  save  the  fai thrill  Tibb  and 
Dame  Elspeth,  excellent  persons  both,  and  as  tho> 
rough  gossips  as  ever  wagged  a  tongua 

It  was  but  natural  that  they  should  instantly  re- 
sume the  subject  of  the  supernatural  appearance,. for 
such  they  deemed  it,  which  had  this  night  alarmed 
the  family. 

"  I  could  hae  wished  it  had  been  the  deil  himself— 
be  good  to  and  preserve  us  I— rather  than  Christie  o' 
the  CUnt-hill,"  said  the  matron  of  the  mansion,  "for 
the  word  runs  rife  in  the  country,  that  he  is  ane  of 
the  maist  masterfu'  thieves  ever  lap  on  horse." 

"  Hout-tout,  Dame  Elspeth,"  said  Tibb,  "  fear  ye 
naething  frae  Christie;  tods  keep  thdr  ain  holes 
clean.  You  kirk-folk  make  sic  a  tasherie  about  men 
shifting  a  wee  bit  for  their  hvin;; !  Our  Border-lairds 
would  ride  with  few  men  at  their  back,  if  a'  the  light- 
handed  lads  were  out  o'  gate." 

"  Better  they  rade  wi'  nane  than  distress  the  coun- 
try-side the  gate  they  do."  said  Dame  Elspeth. 

"  But  wha  is  to  baud  back  the  Southron,  then  " 
said  Tibb,  "  if  ye  take  away  the  lances  and  broad- 
swords? I  trow  we  auld  wives  couldna  do  that  wi' 
rock  and  wheel,  and  as  little  the  monks  wi'  bell  and 
book." 

"  And  sae  weel  as  the  lances  and  broadswords  hae 
kq;>t  them  back,  I  trow  1— I  was  mair  beholden  to  ae 
Southron,  and  that  was  Stawartli  Bolton,  than  to  a' 
the  Border-riders  ever  wore  Saint  Andrew's  ctom— 
I  reckon  their  skelpirf^  back  and  forward,  and  lifting 
honest  men's  gear,  has  been  a  main  cause  o(  a*  the 
breach  between  us  and  England,  and  I  am  sure  that 
cost  me  a  kind  (woodman.  They  spoke  about  the 
wedding  of  the  Pnnce  and  our  Queen,  but  it's  as  like 
to  be  the  driving  of  the  Cumberland  folk's  stocking 
that  brought  them  down  on  us  Uke  dragons."  Tibb 
would  not  have  failed  in  other  circumstances  to  an- 
swer what  she  thought  reflections  disparaging  to  her 
country  folk ;  but  she  recollected  that  Dame  Elspeth 
was  mistress  of  the  family,  curbed  her  own  zeaious 
patriotism,  and  hastened  to  change  the  subject 

"  And  is  it  not  strange,"  she  said.  "  that  the  heiress 
of  Avenel  should  have  seen  her  father  this  blessed 
night?" 

^'  And  ye  think  it  was  her  father,  then  ?"  said  El- 
sp^th  Glendinning. 

"What  else  can  I  think?"  said  Tibb.   . 

"  It  may  hae  boen  something  waur,  in  his  like- 
ness." said  Dame  Glendinninff. 

"  I  ken  naething  about  that,^'  said  Tibb,—"  bnt  his 
likeness  it  was,  that  I  will  be  sworn  to,  just  as  be 
used  to  ride  out  a-hawking;  for  having  enemies  in 
the  country,  he  seldom  laia  off  the  breastplate ;  and 
for  my  part,"  added  Tibb,  "  I  dinna  think  a  man 
looks  like  a  man  unleas  he  has  steel  on  his  breast 
and  by  his  side  too." 

"  I  have  no  skill  of  your  harness  on  breast  or  side 
either."  said  Dame  Glendinning;  "  but  I  ken  there  is 
little  luck  in  Hallowe'en  sights,  for  1  have  had  ane 
mysell." 

^'  Indeed.  Dame  Elspetu?"  said  old  Tibb,  edging 
her  stool  closer  to  the  huge  elbow-chair  occupied  by 
her  friend,  "  I  should  like  to  hear  about  that." 

"  Ve  maun  ken  then,  Tibb,"  said  Dame  Qleodin^ 
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ningi  **  that  when  t  was  a  hempie  of  nineteen  or 
twenty,  it  wasna  my  fault  if  I  wasna  at  a*  the  mer- 
ry-makings time  about." 

'*  That  was  very  natural, "  said  Tibb  {  "  but  ye  hae 
sobered  since  that,  or  ye  wadna  baud  our  braw  gal- 
lants sae  lightly." 

"  I  have  nad  that  wad  sober  me  or  ony  ane,"  said 
the  matron.  "  Aweel,  Tibb,  a  lass  like  me  wasna  to 
lack  wooers,  for  T  wasna  sae  ill-faTOured  that  the 
tikee  wad  bark  after  me." 

''  How  should  that  be,"  said  Tibb,  **  and  you  sic  a 
weel-faToured  woman  to  this  dayT' 

^  Fie,  fie,  cummer."  said  the  matron  of  Glendearg, 
hitching  her  seat  of  honour,  in  her  turn,  a  little  nearer 
to  the  cuttie-stool  on  which  Tibb  was  seated ;  "  weel- 
fevoured  is  past  my  time  of  day ;  but  I  might  pass 
then,  for  I  wasna  sae  tocherless  out  what  I  Had  a  bit 
luid  at  my  breast-lace.  My  father  was  portioner  of 
Uttledearg." 

"Ye  hae  teird  me  that  before,"  said  Tibb;  "but 
anent  the  Hallowe'en  T 

"  Aweel,  awecl,  I  had  mair  joes  than  ane,  but  I  fa- 
Yoored  nana  o'  them ;  and  sae,  at  Hallowe'en,  Father 
Nicholas  the  cellarer— he  was  cellarer  before  this 
fctber.  Father  Clement,  that  now  is— was  cracking 
his  mas  and  drinking  his  brown  beer  with  us,  and 
as  blithe  as  might  be,  and  they  would  have  me  try  a 
cantrip  to  ken  wha  suld  wed  me:  and  the  monk  said 
ihae  was  nae  ill  in  it,  and  if  there  was,  he  would 
asaoil  me  for  it.  And  wha  but  I  into  the  bam  to 
winnow  my  three  weiehts  o'  naething— sair,  sair  my 
mind  miseare  me  for  fear  of  wrang-domg  and  wrang- 
sofienng  Daith ;  but  I  had  aye  a  bauld  spirit.  I  had 
not  winnowed  the  last  weight  clean  out,  and  the 
moon  was  shining  bright  upon  the  floor,  when  in 
stalked  the  presence  of  my  dear  Simon  Glendinning, 
that  is  now  happy.  I  never  saw  him  plainer  in  my 
life  than  I  did  that  moment;  he  held  up  an  arrow  as 
he  passed  me,  and  I  swarf  d  awa  wi'  mght.  Muckle 
wark  there  was  to  bring  me  to  mysell  again,  and  sair 
fh^  tried  to  make  me  believe  it  was  a  trick  of  Fa- 
ther Nicholas  and  Simon  between  them,  and  that 
the  arrow  was  to  signify  Cupid's  shaft,  as  the  Father 
caOed  it ;  and  mony  a  time  Simon  wad  threep  it  to 
roe  after  I  was  married— gude  man,  he  liked  not  it 
should  be  said  that  he  was  seen  out  o'  the  body  !— 
But  mark  the  end  o'  it,  Tibb ;  we  were  married,  and 
the  gray-ffoose  wing  was  the  death  o'  him  after  a* !" 

"  As  It  nas  been  of  ower  mony  brave  men !"  said 
Tibb;  **I  wish  there  wasna  sic'a  bird  as  a  goose  in 
the  wide  warld,  forby  the  decking  that  we  hae  at 
the  bum-side." 

"  But  tell  me,  Tibb,"  said  Dame  Glendinning, 
**<what  does  your  leddy  aye  do  reading  out  o'  that 
thidk.  black  book  wi'  the  silver  clasps  1— there  are 
ower  mony  gude  words  in  it  to  come  frae  ony  body 
but  a  priest— An  it  were  about  Robin  Hood,  or  some 
o'  David  Lindsay's  ballants,  ane  wad  ken  better 
what  to  say  to  it.  I  am  no  misdoubting  your  mis- 
tress nae  wav,  but  1  wad  like  ill  to  hae  a  decent 
house  haunted  wi'  ghaists  and  syre-carlines." 

"Ye  hae  nae  reason  to  doubt  my  leddy,  or  ony 
thing  she  says  or  does,  Dame  Glendinning,"  said  the 
faithful  Tibb,  something  offended;  "and  touching 
the  bairn,  it's  weel  kend  she  was  bom  on  Hallowe'en 
was  nine  vears  gane,  and  they  that  are  bora  on  Hal- 
lowe'en whiles  see  mair  than  ither  folk." 

"And  that  wad  be  the  cause,  then,  that  the  baim 
didna  mak  muckle  din  about  what  it  saw7— if  it  had 
been  my  Halbert  himself,  forby  Edward,  who  is  of 
softer  nature,  he  wad  hae  yammered  the  haill  night 
of  a  constancy.  But  it's  like  Mistress  Mary  has  sic 
sights  mair  natural  to  her." 

^  That  may  weel  be,"  said  Tibb ;  "  for  on  Hallow- 
e'en lAie  was  bom,  as  I  tell  ye.  and  our  auld  parish 
priest  wad  fain  hae  had  the  nignt  ower,  and  All-Hal- 
low day  begun.  But  for  a'  that,  the  sweet  bairn  is 
just  like  itner  baims,  as  ye  may  see  yoursell ;  and 
except  this  blessed  night,  and  ance  before  when  we 
were  in  that  weary  bog  on  the  road  here,  I  kenna 
that  it  saw  mair  than  it  her  folk." 

"  But  what  saw  she  in  the  bog,  then."  said  Dame 
Glendinning,  "forby  moor-oocks  and  heather- blut- 
ttnV 


"  The  wean  saw  something  liks'S  white  leddy  that 
weised  us  the  gate."  said  Tibb,  "  when  we  were  like 
to  hae  perishea  in  the  moss- hags— certain  it  was  that 
Shagram  reisted,  and  I  ken  Martin  thinks  he  saw 
something." 

"  And  what  might  the  white  leddy  bet"  said  El- 
speth  {  "  have  ye  ony  guess  o'  thafr 

"  Irs  weel  kend  that,  Dame  Elspeth  "  said  Tibb; 
"  if  ye  had  lived  under  grit  folk,  as  1  hae  dune,  ye 
wadna  be  to  seek  in  that  matter." 

"  I  hae  aye  keepit  my  ain  ha'  house  abnne  my 


and  if 


wi' 


head,"  said  Elspeth,  not  without  emphasis.  "  an 
I  havena  lived  wi'  grit  folk,  grit  folk  have  lived 
me." 

"  Weel,  weel,  dame,"  said  Tibb,  "  your  pardon's 
prayed,  there  was  nae  o^ence  meant.  But  ye  maun 
ken  the  great  ancient  families  canna  be  just  served 
wi'  the  ordinary  saunts,  (praise  to  them!)  like  Saunt 
Anthony,  Saunt  Cuthbeii,  and  the  like,  that  come 
and  gang  at  every  sinner's  bidding,  but  they  hae  a 
sort  of  saunts  or  angels,  or  what  not,  to  themsells : 
and  as  for  the  White  Maiden  of  Ayenel,  she  is  kend 
ower  the  haill  country.  And  she  is  aye  seen  to  yam- 
mer and  wail  before  ony  o*  that  family  dies,  as  was 
weel  kend  by  twenty  folk  before  the  death  ot  Walter 
Avenel,  haly  be  his  cast!" 

"  If  she  can  do  nae  mair  than  that,"  said  Elspeth, 
somewhat  scornfully,  "  they  needna  make  mony 
vows  to  her,  I  trow,  uan  she  make  nae  better  fend  for 
them  than  that,  and  has  naething  better  to  do  than 
wait  on  them  f  * 

"  Mony  braw  services  can  the  White  Maiden  do 
for  them  to  the  boot  of  that,  and  has  dune  in  the 
auld  histories,"  said  Tibb.  "but  I  mind  o'  naething 
in  my  day,  except  it  was  her  that  the  baim  saw  in 
the  bog." 

"  Aweel,  aweeL  Tibb^"  said  Dame  Glendinning, 
rising  and  lighting  the  iron  lamp,  "  these  are  great 

givileges  of  your  grand  folk.  But  our  Lady  and 
aunt  Paul  are  good  eneugh  saunts  for  me,  and  I'se 
warrant  them  never  leave  me  in  a  bog  that  they  can 
help  mo  out  o',  seeiiig  I  send  four  waxen  candles  to 
their  chapels  erery  Candlemas ;  and  if  they  are  not 
seen  to  weep  at  my  death,  I'se  warrant  them  smile  at 
my  joyful  rising  again,  whilk  Heaven  send  to  all 
of  us.  Amen." 

"Amen,"  answered  Tibb,  devoutly;  "  and  now  it's 
time  I  should  hap  up  the  wee  bit  gathering  turf,  as 
the  fire  is  ower  low." 

Busily  she  set  herself  to  perform  this  duty.  The 
relict  of  Simon  Glendinning  did  bul  pause  a  moment 
to  cast  a  heedful  and  cautious  glance  all  around  the 
hall,  to  see  that  nothing  was  out  of  its  proper  place ; 
then,  wishing  Tibb  good-night,  she  retired  to  repose 

"  The  deirs  in  the  csrline,"  said  Tibb  to  herself; 
"  because  she  was  the  wife  or  a  cock-laird,  she  thinks 
herself  grander,  I  trow,  than  the  bowerwoman  of  a 
lady  of  that  ilk  f  Having  given  vent  to  her  sup- 
pressed spleen  in  this  little  ejaculation,  Tibb  also 
betook  herself  to  slumber. 


CHAPTER    V. 

A  priett,  ye  cry,  a  priectl— lame  ihepherdt  th«jr, 
How  ihall  thejr  nther  in  the  ttranlinff  (lode  9 
Dumb  dof«  which  bark  not— liow  ■tmlfthej  compti 
The  loiterinf  vafrauta  to  U\e  Matt«r'i  fold? 
Fitter  to  Imtk  before  the  blazine  tire. 
And  rinuff  the  meu  neat-handed  Phillis  dmaet, 
Than  on  the  mow- wreath  batUe  with  the  wolr^ 

Thb  health  of  the  Lady  of  A^nel  had  been  gra- 
dually decaying  ever  since  her  disaster.  It  seemed 
as  if  the  few  years  which  followed  her  husband's 
death  had  done  on  her  the  work  of  half  a  century. 
She  lost  the  fresh  elasticity  of  form,  the  colour  and 
die  mien  of  health,  and  became  wasted,  wan,  and 
feeble.  She  appeared  to  have  no  formed  complaint ; 
yet  it  was  evident  to  those  who  looked  on  her,  that 
her  strength  waned  daily.  Her  lips  at  length  became 
blanched  and  her  eye  dim  ^  yet  she  spoke  not  of  any 
desire  to  see  a  priest,  until  Elspeth  Glendinning  in 
her  zeal  could  not  refrain  from  touching  upon  a  point 
which  shs  deemed  essential  to  salvation.    Ahoe  of 
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Avenel  reoeivod  her  hint  kindly,  and  thanked  her 
Tor  it. 

'*  If  any  Rood  priest  would  take  the  trouble  of  such 
a  journey,  she  said,  *'  he  should  be  welcome ;  for  the 
prayers  and  lessons  of  the  good  must  be  at  all  times 
advantageous." 

This  quiet  acquiescence  was  not  guite  what  Elspeth 
Glendinning  wished  or  expected.  She  made  up,  how- 
ever, by  her  own  enthusiasm,  for  the  lady's  want  of 
eagerness  to  avail  herself  ot  ghostly  counsel,  and 
Martin  was  despatched  with  such  haste  as  Shagram 
would  make,  to  pray  one  of  the  religious  men  of  Saint 
Mary's  to  come  up  to  administer  the  last  consola- 
tions to  the  Widow  of  Walter  de  Avenel. 

When  the  Sacristan  had  announced  to  the  Lord 
Abbot,  that  the  Lady  of  the  umquhile  Walter  de  Ave- 
nel was  in  very  weak  health  in  the  Tower  of  Glen- 
dearg,  and  desired  the  assistance  of  a  father  confes- 
sor, the  lordly  monk  paused  on  the  request. 

We  do  remember  Walter  de  Avenel,"  he  said: 
*'  a  ^ood  knight  and  a  valiant ;  he  was  dispossessed 
of  lus  lands,  and  slain  by  the  Southron— May  not  the 
lady  come  hither  to  the  sacrament  of  coniession  7 
the  road  is  distant,  and  painful  to  travel." 

"The  lady  is  unwell,  holy  father,"  answered  the 
Sacristan,    and  unable  to  bear  the  journey." 

"  True— av— yes— then  must  one  of  our  brethren 
go  to  her— Knowest  thou  if  she  hath  aught  of  a  join- 
ture from  this  Walter  de  Avenel  7" 

"  Very  little,  holy  father,"  said  the  Sacristan ; 
**  she  hath  resided  at  Glendearg  since  her  husband's 
death,  wellnigfa  on  the  charity  of  a  poor  widow,  called 
Elspeth  Glemlinning." 

"  Why.  thou  knowest  all  the  widows  in  the  coun- 
try-side?' said  the  Abbot.  "Ho!  ho !  ho!"  and  he 
shook  his  portly  sides  at  his  own  jest. 

"Ho!  ho !  bo !"  echoed  the  Sacristan,  in  the  tone 
and  tune,  in  which  an  inferior  applauds  the  iest  of 
his  superior.— Then  added,  with  a  hypocritical  snuf- 
fle, and  a  sly  twinkle  of  his  eve,  "It  is  our  duty,  most 
holy  father,  to  comfort  the  widow— He!  ho !  he !  he!" 

This  last  laugh  was  more  moderate,  until  the  Ab- 
bot should  put  uis  sanction  on  the  jest. 

"Ho!  ho!"  said  the  Abbot:  "then  to  leave  jest- 
ing. Father  Philip,  take  thou  thy  riding  gear,  and  go 
to  confess  this  Dame  Avenel." 

"  But,"  said  the  SacrisUn 

**  Give  me  no  Buts ;  neither  But  nor  If  pass  be- 
tween monk  and  Abbot.  Father  Philip;  the  bands 
of  discipline  must  not  be  relaxed— heresy  gathers 
force  like  a  snowball— the  multitude  expect  confes- 
sions and  preachings  from  the  Benedictine,  as  they 
would  from  so  many  beggarly  friars— and  we  may 
not  desert  the  vineyard,  though  the  toil  be  grievous 
unto  us." 

"  And  with  so  little  advantage  to  the  holy  monas- 
terv  "  said  the  Sacristan. 

"  True,  Father  Philip ;  but  wot  you  not  that  what 

fireventeth  harm  doeth  good7  This  Julian  de  Avenel 
ives  a  light  and  evil  lite,  and  should  we  neglect  the 
widow  or  his  brother,  he  might  foray  our  lands,  and 
we  never  able  to  show  who  nurt  us— moreover  it  is 
our  duty  to  an  ancient  family,  who,  in  their  day,  have 
been  benefactors  to  the  Abbey.  Away  with' thee  in- 
stantly, brother;  ride  night  and  day,  an  it  be  neces- 
sary, and  let  men.  see  how  diligent  Abbot  Boniface 
and  his  faithful  children  are  in  the  execution  of  their 
spiritual  duty^toil  not  deterring  them,  for  the  glen  is 
five  miles  in  length— fear  not  withholding  them,  for 
it  is  said  to  be  haunted  of  spectres— nothing  moving 
them  from  pursuit  of  their  spiritual  calling ;  to  the 
confusion  or  calumnious  heretics,  and  the  comfort  and 
edification  of  all  true  and  faithful  sons  of  the  Catholic 
Church.— I  wonder  what  our  brother  Eustace  will 
say  to  this  7" 

Breathless  with  his  own  picture  of  the  dangers  and 
toil  which  he  was  to  encounter,  and  the  fame  which 
he  was  to  acquire,  (both  by  proxy,)  the  Abbot  moved 
slowly  to  finish  his  lancheon  in  the  refectory,  and  the 
Sacristan,  with  no  very  good  will,  accompanied  old 
Martin  in  his  return  to  Glendearg;  the  greatest 
impediment  in  the  journey  being  the  trouble  of  re- 
straining his  pampered  mule,  that  she  might  tread  in 
fjomething  like  an  equal  pace  with  poor  jaded  Shagram. 


After  remaining  an  hour  in  private  with  his  peni- 
tent, the  monk  returned,  moody  and  full  of  thoo^t. 
Dame  Elspeth,  who  had  placed  for  the  honoured 
guest  some  refreshment  in  the  hall,  was  struck  with 
the  embarrassment  which  appeared  in  his  counte- 
nance. Elspeth  watched  him  with  great  ansnetv. 
She  observed  there  was  that  on  his  brow  which 
rather  resembled  a  person  come  from  hearing  the 
confession  of  some  enormous  crime,  than  the  look  of 
a  confessor  who  resigns  a  reconciled  penitent,  not  to 
earth,  but  to  heaven.  After  long  hesitating,  she  could 
not  at  length  refrain  from  hazarding  a  question.  She 
was  sure,  she  said,  the  leddy  had  made  an  easy  dirifL 
Five  years  had  they  resided  together,  and  she  could 
safely  say,  no  woman  Uved  better. 

"Woman,"  said  the  Sacristan,  stemlyi  "thou 
speakest  thou  knowest  not  what— What  avails  clear- 
ing the  outside  of  the  platter,  if  the  inside  be  foul  with 
heresy  7" 

"Our  dishes  and  trenchers  are  not  so  clean  as  tb^ 
could  be  wished,  holy  father,"  said  Elspeth,  but  hau 
understanding  what  he  said,  and  beginning  with  her 
apron  to  wipe  the  dust  from  the  plates,  of  which  she 
supposed  him  to  complain. 

Forbear,  Dame  Elspeth,"  said  the  monk ;  "  your 
plates  are  as  clean  as  wooden  trenchers  and  pewter 
flagons  can  well  be ;  the  foulness  of  which  I  speak 
is  that  of  pestilential  heresy  which  is  daily  becoming 
ingrained  in  this  our  Holy  Church  of  Scotland,  and 
as  a  canker-worm  in  the  rose- garland  of  the  Spouse." 

"Holy  Mother  of  Heaven r'  said  Dame  Elspetb, 
crossing  herself,  "  have  I  kept  house  with  a  heretic  7** 

"No,  Elspeth,  no,"  replied  the  monk;  "  it  were  too 
strong  a  speech  for  me  to  make  of  this  unhappy  lady, 
but  I  would  I  could  say  she  is  free  from  neretical 
opinions.  Alas !  they  fly  about  like  the  pestilence  by 
noonday,  and  infect  even  the  first  and  fairest  of  the 
flock!  For  it  is  easy  to  see  of  this  dame,  that  ^le 
hath  been  high  in  judgment  as  in  rank." 

"  And  she  can  write  and  read,  I  had  almost  said, 
as  weel  as  your  reverence,"  said  Elq;)eth. 

"  Whom  doth  she  write  to,  and  what  doth  ahe 
read  7"  said  the  monk,  eagerly. 

"  Nay,"  replied  Elspeth,  "  1  cannot  say  I  ever  saw 
her  write  at  all,  but  her  maiden  that  was— she  now 
serves  the  family— says  she  can  write— And  for  read- 
ing, she  has  often  r^  to  us  good  things  out  of  a 
thick  black  volume  with  silver  clasps." 

"  Let  me  see  it,"  said  the  monk,  hastily,  "on  your 
alliance  as  a  true  vassal— on  your  faith  as  a  Catho- 
lic Christian— instantly— instantly  let  me  see  it!" 

The  good  woman  hesitated,  alarmed  at  the  tone  in 
which  the  confessor  took  up  her  information ;  and 
beuig  moreover  of  opinion,  that  what  so  good  a  wo- 
man as  the  Lady  of  Avenel  studied  so  devoutly,  could 
not  be  of  a  tendency  actually  evil.  But  borne  down 
by  the  clamour,  exclamations,  and  something  like 
threats  used  by  Father  Philip,  she  at  length  brou^t 
him  the  fatal  volume.  It  was  easy  to  do  this  without 
suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  owner,  as  she  lay  on 
her  bed  exhausted  with  the  fatigue  of  a  long  confer- 
ence with  her  confessor,  and  as  the  small  nmnuL  or 
timnet  closet,  in  which  was  the  book  and  her  other 
trifling  property,  was  accessible  by  another  door.  Of 
all  her  ^ects  the  book  was  the  last,  she  would  have 
thought  of  securing,  for  of  what  use  or  interest  could 
it  be  in  a  family  who  neither  read  themselves,  nor 
were  in  the  habit  of  seeing  any  who  did  7  so  that 
Dame  Elspeth  had  no  difficulty  in  possessing  herself 
of  the  volume,  although  her  heart  all  the, while  ac- 
cused her  of  an  ungenerous  and  an  inhospitable  part 
towards  her  friend  and  inmate.  The  double  power  of  a 
landlord  and  a  feudal  superior  was  before  her  eyes; 
and,  to  say  truth,  the  boldness  with  which  she  might 
otherwise  have  resisted  this  double  authority,  was.  I 
grieve  to  say  it,  much  qualified  by  the  curiosity  she 
entertained,  as  a  daughter  of  Eve,  to  have  some  ex- 
planation respecting  the  mysterious  volume  which 
the  lady  cherished  with  so  much  care,  yet  whose 
contents  she  imparted  with  such  caution.  For  never 
had  Alice  of  Avenel  read  them  any  passage  from  the 
book  in  question,  until  the  iron  door  of  the  tower 
was  locked,  and  all  possibility  of  intrusion  prevent- 
ed.   Even  then  she  had  shown,  by  the  selection  of 
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particalar  paaaagBB,  that  she  was  more  anxioui  to 
impreae  on  their  nunds  the  principles  which  the  vo- 
lume contained,  than  to  introduce  them  to  it  as  a 
new  rule  of  faith. 

When  Elspeth^  half  curious,  half  remorseful,  had 
placed  the  book  m  the  monk's  hands,  he  exclaimed, 
after  turning  erer  the  leaveSf  **Now,  by  mine  order, 
it  is  as  I  suspected !— My  mule,  ray  mule!— I  will 
abide  no  longes  ha«— weQ  hast  thou  done,  dame,  in 
placing  in  my  hands  this  perilous  volume. 

"  Is  It  then  witchcraft  or  devil's  work  T'  said  Dame 
Elspeth,  in  great  agitation. 

*'  Nay,  God  forbid"  said  the  monk,  signing  him- 
self with  the  cross,  "  it  is  the  Holy  scripture.  But 
it  is  tendered  into  the  vulgar  tongua  and  therefore, 
by  the  order  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church,  unfit  to 
be  in  the  bands  of  mw  lay  person." 

''And  yet  is  the  Holy  Scripture  communicated  for 
our  common  aalvation,"  said  Elspeth.  *'  Good  father, 
you  must  instnict  mine  ignorance  better ;  but  lack  of 
wit  cannot  be  a  deadly  sin,  and  truly,  to  my  poor 
thinking,  I  should  be  glad  to  read  the  Holy  Scrip- 
ture." 

"  I  daresay  thou  wonldst,"  said  the  monk ;  "  and 

Eeo  thus  did  our  mother  Eve  seek  to  have  know- 
Igeof  g«od  and  evil,,  and  thus  Sin  came  into  the 
world,  and  Death  by  Sm." 

"I  am  sure,  and  that's  true!"  said  Elipeth.  "O, 
if  she  had  dealt  by  the  counsel  of  Saint  Peter  ana 
SaintPaall" 

"  If  she  had  reverenced  the  command  of  Heaven," 
said  thm  monk,  "which,  as  it  ^ave  her  birth,  life,  and 
htppincss,  fixed  upon  the  grant  such  conditions  as 
bnt  corresponded  with  its  holv  pleasure.  I  tell  thee, 
Elspeth,  the  Word  Waye^— that  is,  the  text  slone, 
rsad  with  unskilled  eye  and  unhallowed  lips,  is  Uke 
those  strong  medicines  which  sick  men  take  by  the 
advice  of  the  learned.  Such  patients  recover  and 
thrive ;  while  those  deaUng  in  them  at  their  own 
hand,  shall  perish  by  their  own  deed." 

**  Nae  doubt,  nae  doubt,"  said  the  poor  woman, 
"  vour  reverence  knows  best." 

^*  Not  I,"  said  Father  Philip,  in  a  tons  as  deferen- 
tial as  he  thought  could  possibly  become  the  Sacris- 
tan of  St.  Marr^-^Not  I,  but  the  Holy  Fsther  of 
Ckristcndom,  aadfour  own  holy  father  the  Lord  Ab- 
bot, know  best.  I,  the  poor  Sacristsn  of  Saint  Ma- 
ry'a,  can  but  repeat  what  I  hear  from  others  my  supe- 
riors. Yet  of  this,  good  woman,  be  assured,— the 
Word— the  mere  Word,  slayeth.  But  the  church  hath 
her  ministers  to  gloze  and  to  expound  the  same  unto 
her  faithful  congregation;  and  this  I  say,  not  so 
moeh.  my  beloved  orethren— I  mean,  my  beloved 
sister,"  (for  the  Sacristan  had  got  into  the  end  of  one 
of  his  oU  sermons,)— "This  I  speak  not  so  much  of 
the  rectors,  curates,  and"  secular  clergy,  so  called  be- 
cause they  live  after  the  fashion  of  the  seculum  or 
age,  unbound  by  those  ties  which  sequestrate  us  from 
the  woild;  neither  do  I  speak  this  of  the  mendicant 
fiiars,  wbethor  black  or  gray,  whether  crossed  or 
uncrossed ;  but  of  the  Monks,  and  especially  of  the 
Monks  Benedictine,  reformed  on  the  rule  of  Saint 
Bernard  of  CJairvaux,  thence  called  Cistercian,  of 
which  Monks.  Christian  brethren— sister,  I  would 
say— great  is  the  happiness  and  glory  of  the  country 
in  possessing  the  holy  ministers  of  Saint  Mary's, 
whereof  I,  though  an  unworthy  brother,  may  say  it 
hsth  produced  more  saints,  more  bishops,  more  popes 
— ros  V  our  patrons  make  us  thankful !— than  any  holy 

foundation  in  Scotland.    Wherefore But  I  see 

Martin  hath  my  mule  in  readiness,  and  I  will  but 
salute  yoo  Mrith  the  kiss  of  sisterhood,  which  maketh 
not  ashamed,  and  so  betake  me  to  my  toilsome  re- 
turn, for  the  glen  is  of  bad  reputation  for  the  evil  spi-' 
rits  which  haunt  it.  Moreover,  I  may  arrive  too  late 
at  the  bridge,  whereby  I  may  be  obliged  to  take  the 
river,  which  I  observed  to  be  somewhat  waxen." 

Accordingly,  he  took  his  leave  of  Dame  Elspeth, 
who  was  confounded  by  the  rapidity  of  his  utterance, 
and  the  doctrine  he  gave  forth,  and  by  no  means  easy 
on  the  subject  of  the  book,  which  her  conscience  told 
her  she  should  not  have  communicated  to  any  one, 
without  the  knowledge  of  its  owner. 

Notwithstanding  the  haate  which  the  monk  u 
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well  as  his  mule  made  to  rslum  to  belter  qnarters 
than  they  had  left  at  the  head  of  Glendeiarg ;  not* 
withstanding  the  eager  deureFatber  Philip  had  to 
be  the  very  nirst  who  should  acquaint  the  Aobot  that 
a  copy  of  the  book  they  most  dreaded  had  been  found 
within  the  Halidome,  or  patrimony  of  the  Abbey ; 
notwithstanding,  moreover,  certain  feelings  which 
induced  him  to  hurry  as  fast  as  possible  through  the 
gloomy  and  evil-reputed  glen,  still  the  difficulties  of 
the  road,  and  the  rider's  want  of  habitude  of  quick 

g lotion,  were  such,  that  twilight  came  upon  him  ere 
e  had  nearly  cleared  the  narrow  valley. 

It  was  indeed  a  gloomy  ride.  The  two  sides  of  the 
valley  were  so  near,  that  at  every  double  of  the  river 
tlie  shadows  from  the  western  sky  fell  upon,  and 
totally  obscured,  the  eastern  bank ;  the  thickets  of 
cppsewood  seemed  to  wave  with  a  portentous  agita- 
tion of  boughs  and  leaves,  and  the  very  craga  and 
scaurs  seemed  higher  and  grimmer  than  they  had 
appeared  to  the  monk  while  he  was  travelhng  in 
daylight,  and  in  company.  Father  Philip  was  heartily 
rejoiced,  when,  emerging  from  the  narrow  clen,  he 
gained  the  open  valley  of  the  Tweed,  which  held  on 
Its  majestic  course  from  current  to  pool,  and  from 
pool  stretched  away  to  other  currents,  with  a  dignity 
peculiar  to  itself  amongst  the  Scottish  rivers;  for 
whatever  may  have  been  the  drought  of  the  season, 
the  Tweed  usually  fills  up  the  space  between  its  banks, . 
seldom  leaving  those  extensive  sheets  of  shingle 
which  deform  the  margins  of  many  of  the  celebrated 
Scottish  streams. 

The  monk,  insensible  to  beauties  which  the  age 
had  not  regarded  as  deserving  of  notice,  was  never- 
theless, like  a  prudent  general,  pleased  to  find  him- 
self out  of  the  narrow  glen  in  which  the  enemy  misbt 
have  stolen  upon  him  unperceived.  He  drew  up  nis 
bridle,  reduced  his  mule  to  her  natural  and  luxurious 
amble,  instead  of  the  agitating  and  broken  trot  at 
which,  to  his  no  small  inconvenience,  she  had  hitherto 
proceeded,  and,  wiping  his  brow,  gazed  forth  at  lei- 
sure on  the  broad  moon,  which,  now  miogUng  with 
the  lights  of  evening,  was  rising  over  field  and  forest, 
village  and  fortalice,  and.  above  alL  over  the  stately 
Monastery,  seen  far  and  aim  amid  the  yellow  light. 

The  worst  part  of  this  magnificent  view,  in  the 
monk's  apprehension,  was  that  the  Monastery  stood 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  that  of  the  many 
fine  bridgBS  which  have  since  oeen  built  across  that 
classical  stream,  not  one  then  existed.  There  was, 
however,  in  recompense,  a  bridge  then  standing 
which  has  since  disappeared,  although  its  ruins  may 
be  still  traced  by  the  curious. 

It  was  of  a  very  peculiat  form.  Two  strong  abut- 
ments were  built  on  either  side  of  the  river,  at  apart 
where  the  stream  was  peculiarly  contracted.  Upon 
a  rock  in  the  centre  of  the  current  was  built  a  Solid 
piece  of  masonry,  constructed  like  the  pier  of  a  bridge, 
and  presentiiijK.  like  a  pier,  an  angle  to  the  current  of 
the  stream.  The  masonry  continued  solid  until  the 
pier  rose  to  a  level  with  the  two  abutments  upon 
either  side,  and  from  thence  the  building  rose  in  the 
form  of  a  tower.  The  lower  story  of  this  tower  con- 
sisted only  of  an  archway  or  passu^  through  the 
building,  over  either  entrance  to  which  hung  a  draw- 
bridge with  counterpoises,  either  of  which,  when 
dropped,  connected  the  archway  with  the  opposite 
abutment,  where  the  farther  end  of  the  drawbridge 
rested.  When  both  bridges  were  thus  lowered,  toe 
passage  over  the  river  was  complete. 

The  bridge-keeper,  who  was  the  dependant  of  a 
neighbouring  baron,  resided  with  his  family  in  the 
second  and  third  stories  of  the  tower,  which,  when 
both  drawbridges  were  raised,  formed  an  insulated 
fortalice  in  the  midst  of  the  river.  He  was  entitled 
to  a  small  toll  or  custom  for  the  paasage,  concerning 
the  amount  of  which  disputes  sometimes  arose  be- 
tween him  and  the  passengers.  It  is  needless  to  say, 
that  the  bridge- ward  had  usually  the  better  in  these 
questions,  since  he  could  at  pleasure  detain  the  tra- 
veller on  the  opposite  aide ;  or,  suffering  him  to  pass 
half  way,  might  keep  him  prisoner  in  nis  tower  till 
they  were  agreed  on  the  rate  of  pontage.* 

•  A  bridfe  of  the  vary  peculiar  eomtnioclon  deferibed  in  the 
tut,  aetiialiy  witUd  at  a  ansU  hamlst  sboat  a  sula  sad  a  b»tf 
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But  it  was  most  freQueothr  with  the  Monks  of 
Saint  MnrfB  that  the  warder  had  to  dispute  his  per- 
qnisites.  Ttieee  holy  men  insisted  for,  aind  at  length 
obtained,  a  right  of  gratmtoospassa^  to  themselves, 
greatly  to  the  discontent  of  the  bmgekeeper.  But 
when  they  demanded  the  same  imnrani^^  for  the 
numerous  pilgrims  who  visited  the  shrine,  the  hridge- 
keoper  waxedTreetiye,  and  was  supported  by  his  lord 
in  nis  resistance.  The  controversy  grew  animated 
on  both  sides;  the  Abbot  menaced  excommunica- 
tion, and  ^  keeper  of  the  bridga  though  unable  to 
retaliate  in  kind,  yet  made  each  individual  monk  who 
had  to  croM  and  recroes  the  river,  endure  a  sort  of 
purgatory,  ere  he  would  accommodate  them  with  a 
passage.  This  was  a  great  inconvenience,  and 
wouldhave  proved  a  more  serious  one,  but  that  the 
river  was  iordable  for  man  and  horse  in  ordinary 
weather. 

It  was  a  fine  moonlij^t  night,  as  we  have  already 
said,  when  father  Phihp  approached  this  bridge,  the 
singular  construction  of  which  gives  a  curious  idea 
of  the  insecurity  of  the  times.  Tne  river  was  not  in 
flood,  but  it  was  above  its  ordinary  levd— a  Aeary 
iro/er,  as  it  is  called  in  that  country,  throu^  which 
the  moiik  had  no  particular  inclination  to  nde,  if  he 
could  manage  the  matter  better. 

'*  Peter,  my  good  friend,"  cried  the  Sacristan,  rais- 
ing his  voice ;  "  my  very  excdlent  friend,  Peter,  be 
80  kind  as  to  lower  the  drawbridge.  Peter,  I  say, 
dost  thou  not  hear?— it  is  thy  gossip.  Father  Philip, 
who  calls  thee." 

Peter  heard  him  perfectly  wdl^  and  saw  him  into 
the  bargain ;  but,  as  he  had  considered  the  Sacristan 
as  peculiarly  his  enemy  in  his  dispute  with  the  con- 
vent, he  went  quietly  to  bed,  after  reconnoitering  the 
monk  through  his  loop-hole,  observing  to  his  wife, 
that  "  riding  the  water  in  a  moonlisht  night  would 
do  the  Sacnstan  no  harin,  and  would  teach  him  the 
value  of  a  brig  the  neist  time,  on  whilk  a  man  might 
pass  high  and  dry,  winter  and  summer,  flood  and 
ebb." 

After  exhausting  his  voice  in  entreaties  and  threats, 
which  were  equally  unattended  to  by  Peter  of  the  Brig, 
as  he  was  called.  Father  Philip  at  length  moved 
down  the  river  to  take  the  ordinary  ford  at  the  head 
of  the  next  stream.  Cursing  the  rustic  obstinacy  of 
Peter,  he  began,  nevertheless,  to  persuade  hiniself 
that  the  passage  of  the  river  by  the  ford  was  not  only 
safe,  but  pleasant.  The  banks  and  scattered/ trees 
were  so  beautifully  reflected  from  the  bosom  of  the 
dark  stream,  the  whole  cool  and  ddicious  picture 
formed  so  pleasing  a  contrast  to  his  late  agitation,  to 
the  warmth  occasioned  by  his  vain  endeavours  to 
move  the  relentless  porter  of  the  bridge,  that  the  re- 
sult was  rather  agreeable  than  otherwise. 

As  Father  Philip  came  close  to  the  water's  edge,  at 
the  spot  where  he  was  to  enter  it,  there  sat  a  female 
under  a  large  broken  scathed  oak-tree,  or  rath3r  under 
the  remains  of  such  a  tree;  weeping,  wringing  her 
hands,  and  looking  earnestly  on  the  current  of  the 
river.  The  monk  was  struck  with  astonishment  to 
see  a  female  there  at  that  time  of  night.  But  he  was, 
in  all  honest  service,— and  if  a  step  farther,  I  put  it 
upon  his  own  conscience,— a  devoted  squire  of  dames. 
After  observing  the  maiden  for  a  moment,  although 
she  seemed  to  take  no  notice  of  his  presence,  he  was 
moved  by  her  distress,  and  willing  to  offer  his  assist- 
ance. "  Damsel,*'  said  he,  **  thou  seemest  in  no  ordi- 
nary distress;  peradventure,  like  myself,  thou  hast 
been  refused  passage  at  the  bridge  by  the  churlish 
keeper,  and  thy  crossing  may  concern  thee  either 

above  MelroM,  called  (Vom  the  circnmitanoe  Bridge-eod.  It  if 
thus  DoUoed  ill  Oordoo't  Iter  Stptentrionak  ;— 
-  "  la  another  joaroey  throufh  Uie  loath  parU  of  Seotland, 
about  a  nalla  aod a  hair  fhNn  Bielroee.  in  the  ■hire  of  Teviotdale, 
I  taw  the  rcroaiM  of  a  curious  bridge  over  the  rivor  Tweed, 
coDiistinf  of  three  oetanfular  pillara,  or  rather  towera,  etandinc 
wiUiin  Uie  water,  without  anjarchet  to  joia  them.  The  middle 
ona,  which  it  the  most  entire,  has  a  door  towards  the  north, 
and  I  sappoee,  another  opposite  one  towards  the  south,  which 
1  could  not  see  without  crocslnf  the  water.  In  the  middle  of 
this  tower  is  a  projection  or  comics  sarroundinff  it :  the  whole 
Is  hollow  firom  the  door  upwards,  aod  now  open  at  the  top,  near 
which  is  a  small  window.  I  was  infomed  that  not  loof  aco  a 
eoun^rman  aod  his  Aunilr  lived  in  this  tower— and  cot  his  live- 
lihood bf  layluf  pot  planks  ttom  pillar  to  pillar,  and  eoovevinf 
psMODCwioTerthorim.   Wbotbsr  ttiis  bt  laotoat  or  mgdNn, 


for  performance  of  a  vow,  or  soaie  other  waighty 
charge." 

The  maiden  uttered  some  inartioilate  souDdi, 
kx>ked  at  the  river,  and  then  in  the  foce  of  ^  Sa- 
cristan. It  struck  Father  Philip  at  that  instant,  that 
a  Highland  Chief  of  distinction  had  been  for  some 
time  expected  to  pay  his  vows  at  the  shrine  of  Saint 
Mary's :  and  that  possibly  this  fair  maideo  might  be 
one  of  his  family,  travelfing  alone  for  aeooropliah- 
ment  of  a  vow,  or  left  behind  by  some  accident,  to 
whom,  therefore^  it  would  be  but  right  and  prudent 
to  use  every  civility  in  his  power,  especially  as  she 
seemed  unacquamted  with  the  Lowland  tongue. 
Such  at  least  was  the  only  motive  the  Sacristan  was 
ever  known  to  assign  for  his  courtesy;  if  there  was 
any  other,  lonce  more  refer  it  to  his  own  consdosee. 

To  express  himself  by  signs,  the  common  langniign 
of  all  nations,  the  cautious  Sacristan  first  pointed  to 
the  river,  then  to  his  nmle's  crupper,  and  then  made, 
as  graceful  as  he  could,  a  sign  to  induce  the  foir  soh- 
tary  to  moimt  behind  him.  She  seemed  to  asder- 
stand  his  meaning,  for  she  rose  up  as  if  to  accept  his 
offer ;  and  while  the  good  monk,  who,  as  we  have 
hinted,  was  no  great  cavalier,  taboored,  with  the 
pressure  of  the  right  leg  and  the  use  of  the  left  rein, 
to  pjaoe  his  mule  with  her  side  to  the  bank  in  sadi  a 
position  that  the  lady  might  motmt  with  easob  she 
rose  from  the  ground  with  rather  portentous  acti- 
vity, and  at  one  bound  sate  behind  the  monk  apon 
the  animal,  much  the  firmer  rider  of  the  two.  Tlie 
mule  by  no  means  seemed  to  approve  of  this  double 
burden :  she  bounded,  bolted,  and  would  soon  have 
thrown  Father  Philip  over  her  head,  had  not  the 
maiden  with  a  firm  hand  detained  him  in  the  ssddle. 

At  length  the  restive  brute  chanaed  her  humour; 
and,  from  refusing  to  budge  off"  the  spot,  suddenly 
stretched  her  nose  homeward,  and  dashed  into  the 
ford  as  fast  as  she  could  scamper.  A  new  terror  now 
invaded  the  monk's  mind— the  ford  seemed  unusually 
deep,  the  water  eddied  off*  in  strong  ripple  firom  the 
counter  of  the  mule,  and  bmn  ^  nse  unon  her  ude. 
Philip  lost  his  presence  or  mind,  which  was  at  no 
time  his  most  ready  attribute,  the  mule  yiekled  to  the 
weight  of  the  current  and  as  the  rkier  was  not  atten- 
tive to  keep  her  head  turned  up  the  river,  she  drifted 
downward,  lost  the  ford  and  her  footing  at  once,  and 
hmn  to  swim  with  her  head  down  the  stream.  And 
what  was  sufficiently  strange,  at  the  same  moment, 
notwithstanding  the  extreme  peril,  the  damsel  begtn 
to  sing,  thereby  increasing,  if  any  thing  could  increase, 
the  bodily  fear  of  the  worthy  Sacristan. 

I. 
MerrQr  swim  we,  Vtm  moon  shines  brifht. 
Both  current  and  ripple  are  dancinf  in  liftit 
We  have  roused  the  night  raven,  I  heard  mm  eroaJt, 
As  we  piMhed  akmc  beneath  the  oak 
That  flinrs  its  broad  branches  so  Au  and  so  wide, 
Tbeir  shadowi  are  dancinf  in  midst  of  the  tide. 
}^bp  wmkuns  my  nestlincs,"  the  raven  tie  said, 
"My  beak  shall  ere  mom  in  his  blood  be  red. 
For  a  blue  swofai  corpse  is  a  dainty  meal. 
And  ru  have  my  share  wiUi  Uie  pike  and  tbo  eeL*' 

IL 
Merrily  swim  we,  the  bkwo  shines  bricht. 
There's  a  golden  gleam  on  the  distant  height ; 
There's  a  silver  shower  on  the  alders  dank. 
And  the  drooping  willows  that  wave  on  tha  bank. 
I  see  the  Abbey,  both  turret  and  tower, 
It  is  all  astir  for  the  vesper  hoar : 
The  monks  for  the  chapel  are  leaving  each  cell. 
But  Where's  Father  Philip,  should  ^  the  bell  t 

m. 

Merrily  swim  we.  the  moon  shines  bright. 
Downward  we  drift  through  diadow  and  licht 

I  know  not ;  but  as  it  is  singular  in  its  kind,  I  have  thovglit  tit 
to  exhibit  it" 

The  veetiges  of  this  unoommon  species  of  bridge  still  exisc, 
and  the  aathor  lias  often  seen  the  fbundatione  of  the  eoleww 
when  drifting  down  the  Tweed  at  night,  for  (he  pwuoes  of  kill- 
ins  salmon  by  torch-light  Mr.  John  Mercer  of  Piidge-end  rt- 
collects,  that  about  fifty  years  afo  the  pillars  were  visible  sbo^ 
water :  and  ttie  late  Mr.  David  Kyle,  of  the  George  Inn.  Hehotc 
told  the  author  that  he  saw  a  stone  taken  firom  the  nver  bsv* 
ing  this  inscription  :— 

•'  I,  «r  John  PriBfl«  ef  Pfthncr  atade, 
Oivt  an  hoodred  iMrtiia  of  fo»d  aaS  raid. 
To  balp  to  bigg  aiy  hrlgg  owtr  Tweed." 

Pringle  of  Oaladiiels,  afterwards  of  Whythsak,  wm  the  Bir 
roo  to  wliam  the  bridge  bvloafed. 


THS  HONAEtTERT. 

lived  «uilTi  bat  m 


amg.  or  whera  the  teniSed  laooli'B  joumsy  migbl  hive 
mdol,  u  UDcerUia.  A*  she  sung  tbe  lisl  Btanu. 
ih^  arhTed  it,  ot  rather  in,  ■  hroei  (nnquil  sheel 
«f  WBier,  CKuaad  tqr  a  itrong  wesr  or  dambead,  run- 
ning acnisB  tbe  riier,  vhich  daebed  in  a  brotd  can- 
net  OTcr  the  barrier.  TbemuU,  whelberrromchoice, 
m  inAuaneed  b]^  the  fucUtm  of  tbe  curreni,  made  to- 
ward* tbe  cut  lolended  u>  lupply  the  convent  mill*, 
aodMiterad  ItbalfiwitnoiiaBuali  wading,  and  pilch' 
uts  the  onladir  Taock  to  and  fro  in  iba  (addle  al  D 
bimi]  rale. 

A*  hi*  penon  flew  hither  and  thither, ' '  nl 

becBBie  laoan,  and  in  an  effort  to  retain  ad 

li^ued  on  the  voIuom  of  ihe  Lady  of  A  ch 

vBi  ID  hia  bosom,    Ko  tooner  had  h<  it, 

than  hia  companion  pilohcd  bim  out  o  He 

inio  the  etieam,  where,  itill  keeping  her  is 

collar,  the  ^tb  him  two  or  Ihise  good  *  tie 

-)  that  eveiy  — 


Church  of 
doctrine*,  i 
face,  and  a 


1  diiquiat  himaelf  «rilb  dieama. 

vifie  alarm  spread  through  the  whole 
■. 1..  .L^  progrea*  ot  the  reformed 


(of  a  great 


tit  efloit 


c , e  what  had  become  of  hi*  ai- 

tnordinary  companion,  aba  waa  no  where  to  be  aeen  i 

'  ~  atill  hebautl,_Ba  if  from  Iho  aarfBCeor  iheiiiet, 
'  le  of  iha  water  hrealdog  ovei 


le  beard,  aa  il 
18  wilh  the  ni 


'Sir^'n'r;;:?."" 


'Hie  eealaojp  of  the  monk'*  terror  could  be  endured 
na  longer  j  bia  head  grew  diizy,  atul,  afler  alaggsring 
a  few  Blapa  onward,  and  runni»  himaelf  agaioal  a 
will,  be  auok  down  in  a  (tale  of  meenubility. 
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leannwd  hisnTdinarr  habit,  whidi  wa*  a  black  niwn, 
worn  over  a  white  eaeaoek,  with  a  nanow  acapolarj } 
a  decent  and  venerable  dra**,  «4iich  waa  well  Caleu- 
latid  to  aetofflo  advantage  the  portly  mien  of  Abbot 

la  qDiet  limes  no  one  could  have  filled  the  atale  of 
a  fjiired  Abbot,  for  auch  waa  his  dignity,  more  re- 
VKtably  than  ihia  worthy  prelale.  He  had,  no 
nnbt,  maayofihoaa  habit*  of  self-indulgence  which 
men  are  apt  to  acquire  who  live  for  thematlve*  alone. 
HewaaTBJn,iiMrsaTer;  and  wben  boldly  eonfhuted, 
had  SDoielimea  ahownannDtotDBOf  timidity,  not  very 
■VDnitent  with  the  hlgn  claims  which  he  preferred 
a*  an  eminent  member  of  tbe  cfaorch,  or  with  the 
[ooetiml  debience  which  be  eiacled  nom  hia  rdi- 
eiouB  brethren,  and  all  who  were  placed  under  hi* 
ammand.  But  he  waa  hMpilable,  charitable,  and 
by  no  mean*  of  himself  disposed  In  proceed  with 
wnriiy  Bgainal  anyone.  In  abort,  he  woold  in  other 
lunea  have  alambend  ant  bb  term  of  praterment  with 
«a  moch  credit  i    ......     . 


mt  bb  term  of  praAirmeiit  with 
ly  other  "puride  Abbot,"  wbo 


rely  dialurbed  the  repoio  of  Abbot  Boai- 
med  to  him  a  wide  6eld  of  duiiet  and 
he  had  never  eo  much  a*  dreamed  of. 
There  were  opinion!  to  be  combated  and  refuted— 
practices  lo  be  inquired  into— heretic*  lo  be  deleciad 
and  punished— the  fallen  olf  to  be  reclaimed— the 
._  ^  confirmed-Tacandal  to  be. removed 


Pnmste  of  Scotland,  arid  ihi*  other  again  from  ifae 
Queen  Mother,  sihortinK,  approving,  condemning, 
pan  this  Bubject,  and  requiring 

bbol  Boniface  received  with  an 

ilptesanssa,  or  a  helplsaa  air  of 

rer  the  reader  may  ple**e  to  term 

ing  at  one*  gratified  vanity,  end  profound 

uDunaof  mind. 

The  •batp.wilted  Primate  of  Saint  Andrews  bad 
foreeeen  the  deficiendea  of  the  Abbot  of  Su  Mar;'^ 
and  endeavoured  lo  provide  for  them  bv  getting  ad- 
miiled  into  bia  Monaalay  aa  Sub-Piior  a  ■■ — ■— 
CiHtercian,  a  man  of  paita  and  knowli  ' 
le  Bsrvice  of  tbe  Catholic  ohureh,  ai 


and  knowledge,  di 

c  ohureh,  andvBcy ._,_ 

bia  not  only  lo  odviis  tha  Abbot  on  oecaaion*  of  dim- 


vBcy  capa- 
— , in*  of  dim- 
cully,  but  to  make  bim  BenaiUe  of  hia  duty  in  caae  he 


cully,  but  to  make  him  BenaiUe  of  bia  duty  m  caae  hi 
ahojold,  from  good-naluie  or  limiaity,  be  diqmaed  t< 
shrink  from  iL 
Father  Euataca  played  the  aame  part  in  ihs  Ho- 
i*Iet7,  **  the  old  general  who,  in  foreign  armies, 
.-  placed  at  the  elbow  of  ihe  Prince  of  Ihe  Blood,  who 
nominally  command*  in  chief!  on  condition  of  at- 

ting  noihinn  without  the  advice  ot  hie  dty-nuraa; 

—  .le  ehsred  ihe  fata  of  all  auch  dry-nuraes,  being 
hearlily  disliked  aa  well  aa  feared  by  bia  principaT 
Slill,  however,  the  Primale'e  inieniion  was  fully 
anawered.  Falher  Euaiace  became  the  constant 
theme  and  often  the  bugbear  of  the  worthy  Abbot, 
who  hardly  dared  to  turn  himaelf  in  hi*  bed  without 
considering  what  Father  Eustace  would  think  of  it. 
In  every  case  of  difficulty,  Fttiaa  Eustace  was  sum- 
~ined.and  hi*  opinion  aakedt  and  no  soonsrwaa 
-.J  emharrasonent  remond,  tb*n  the  Abbot's  next 
thon^t  wu  how  to  get  tid  M  bt*  adviaer.  In  avery 
letter  which  ha  wrote  lo  those  in  power,  he  recom- 
mended Father  Eluetace  to  some  high  church  ju  ' 
leol,  abiahopricor  anabbeyi  antTas  tbeyc 
ne  afler  another,  and  were  otherwise  oonfei 
cgan  to  think,  a*  be  coiife**ed  to   '     ~     ' 


, J  _._  Abbot's  friend*  to 

than  by  himseltl  ii  was  supposed 

might  be  shortly  vacant.    But  ihe  confidence  which, 
liksotherdigniiBrie-  ■• '  --  "■■- ' — '"■ 


But  ihe  confidence  wi 

, .posed  in  hia  own  he , 

Boniface  from  imagining  that  it 
...; :.L  .1. : —  3j  Father 


prevent! 
Mdanj 

eceaaity  under  whidahe  fomid  himself  of  oon- 
.„  with  hi*  grand  adviser,  in  caaea  of  teal  diffi- 
culty, rendered  the  worthy  Abbot  particulBrly  deaitou* 
ofdoitigwiihout  bim  in  alloidinary  case*  of  admi- 
nisirauon,  though  not  without  conaideriog  what 
Father  Euataca  wonid  have  aaid  of  the  matter.  He 
scorned,  tberelbm  to  gives  bint  to  the  Sub-Prior  of  the 
baU  stroke  by  which  EsbaddeapBlehed  Brother  Philip 
to  Qlsikdesrgi  but  whan  the  veapera  came  without 
hia  re-appeannce  be  became  a  liiue  unsaay,  Ihe  mon 
aa  other  matter*  weighed  upon  hie  mind.    The  feud 


wiUi  tlw  warder  or  keapsr  of  the  brtdge  threatened 
bad  oonaeqnences,  a*  the  man** 

*~  *' irtial  baron  under 


quarrel  iraa  taken  m  by  tha 

~>bom  be  aerTed  I  and 

ant  tendency  bad 

,ike* 


I  juat  atrited  fMm  the  Primate, 
wbo  catchea  hold  of  bia  crutch 


98 


THG  MONASTERS. 


[Cha?.  ▼!, 


while  he  cnraes  the  infirmity  that  reduces  him  to  use 
it,  the  Abbot,  however  reluctant,  found  himself  obliged 
to  require  Eustace's  presence,  after  the  service  ivas 
over,  in  his  house,  or  rather  palace,  which  was  at- 
tached to.  and  made  part  of  the  Monastery. 

Abbot  Boniface  was  seated  in  his  high-backed  chair, 
the  grotesque  carved  back  of  which  terminated  in  a 
mitre,  before  afire  where  two  or  three  large  logs  were 
reduced  to  one  red  glowing  mass  of  charcoal.  At  his 
elbow,  on  an  oaken  stand,  stood  the  remains  of  a 
roastra  capon,  on  which  his  reverence  bad  made  his 
evening  meal,  flanked  by  a  goodly  stoup  of  Bourdeaux 
of  excellent  navour.  He  was  gazing  indolently  on 
the  fire,  partly  engaged  in  meditation  on  his  past  and 
present  fortunes,  partly  occupied  by  endeavouring  to 
trace  towers  ana  steeples  in  the  red  embers. 

"  Yes,"  thought  the  Abbot  to  himself;  "  in  that  red 
perspective  I  could  fancy  to  myself  the  peaceful  tow- 
ers of  Dundrennan,  where  I  passed  my  life  ere  I  was 
called  to  pomp  and  to  trouble.  A  quiet  brotherhood 
we  were,  regular  in  our  domestic  duties ;  and  when 
the  frailties  of  humanity  prevailed  over  us,  we  con- 
fessed, and  were  absolved  by  each  other,  and  the  most 
formidable  part  of  the  penance  was  the  jest  of  the 
convent  on  the  culprit  I  can  almost  fancy  that  I 
see  the  cloister  ganlen,  and  the  pear-trees  which  1 

f  rafted  with  my  own  hands.  And  for  what  have 
changed  all  this,  but  to  be  overwhelmed  with  busi- 
ness which  concerns  me  not,  to  be  called  My  Lord 
Abbot,  and  to  be  tutored  by  Father  Eustace?  I  would 
these  towers  were  the  Abbey  of  Aberbrothwick,  and 
Father  Eustace  the  Abbot,— or  I  would  he  were  in 
the  fire  on  any  terms,  so  I  were  rid  of  him  I  The 
Primate  says  our  Holy  Father  th^  Pope  hath  an  ad- 
\iser-^I  am  sure  he  could  not  live  a  week  with  such 
a  one  as  mine.  Then  there  is  no  learning  what  Fa- 
ther Eustace  thinks  till  you  confess  your  own  diffi- 
culties—No  hint  will  bring  forth  his  opinion— he  is 
like  a  miser,  who  will  not  unbuckle  his  purse  to  be- 
stow a  farthing,  until  the  wretch  who  needs  it  has 
owned  his  excess  of  poverty,  and  wrung  out  the  boon 
by  importunity.  And  thus  I  am  dishonoured  in  the 
eyes  of  mv  religious  brethren,  who  behold  me  treated 
Itke  a  child  which  hath  no  sense  of  its  own— I  will 
bear  it  no  longer !— Brother  Bennet,"— (a  lay  brother 
answered  to  his  call)— "tell  Father  Eustace  that  t 
need  not  his  presence." 

**  I  came  to  say  to  your  reverence,  that  the  holy 
father  is  entering  even  now  from  the  cloisters.' ' 

'•  Be  it  so,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  he  is  welcome,— 
remove  these  things— or  rather,  place  a  trencher,  the 
holy  father  may  be  a  little  hungry— yet  no— remove 
them,  for  there  is  nojgood  fellowship  m  him— Let  the 
stoup  of  wine  remain,  however,  and  place  another 
cup." 

"rhe  lay  brother  obeyed  those  contradictory  com- 
mands in  the  way  heiuaged  most  seemly— he  removed 
the  carcass  of  the  half-sacked  capon,  and  placed  two 
^blets  beside  the  stoup  of  Bourdeaux.  At  the  same 
instant  entered  Father  Eustace. 

He  was  a  thin,  sharp-faced,  slight-made  little  man, 
whose  keen  gray  eyes  seemed  almost  to  look  through 
the  person  to  whom  he  addressed  himself.  His  body 
was  emaciated  not  only  with  the  fasts  which  he  ob- 
served with  rigid  punctuality,  but  also  by  the  active 
and  unweaned  exercise  of  his  sharp  and  piercing 
intellect;— 

A  fienr  toul,  ivhich,  working  out  iti  way, 

Fretted  the  paaj  body  to  decay, 

Aud  o'er-iarorm'd  tlie  tenement  of  clay. 

He  turned  with  conventual  reverence  to  the  Lord 
Abbot ;  and  as  they  stood  together,  it  was  scarce  pos- 
sible to  see  a  more  complete  difierenoe  of  form  and 
expression.  The  good-natured  rosy  face  and  laugh- 
ing eye  of  the  Abbot  which  even  his  present  anxiety 
could  not  greatlv  ruffle,  was  a  wonderful  contrast  to 
the  thin  pallid  cheek  and  quick  penetrating  glance  of 
the  monk,  in  which  an  eager  and  keen  spirit  glanced 
through  eyes  to  which  it  seemed  to  give  supernatural 
lustre. 

The  Abbot  opened  the  conversation  by  motioning 
to  his  monk  to  take  a  stool,  and  inviting  to  a  cup  of 
wine.  The  courtesy  was  declined  with  respect,  yet  not 
without  a  remark,  that  the  vesper-service  was  past. 


"  For  the  stomach's  sake,  brother,"  said  the  Abbot, 
colouring  a  little—"  you  know  the  text" 

"  It  is  a  dangerous  one,"  answered  the  monk,  **  to 
handle  alone,  or  at  late  hours.  Cut  off  from  hamsD 
society,  the  juice  of  the  grape  becomes  a  perilous  com- 
panion of  solitude,  and  therefore  I  ever  shun  it.^' 

Abbot  Boniface  had  poured  himself  out  a  goblet 
which  might  hold  about  half  an  English  pint;  but 
either  struck  with  the  truth  of  the  observation^  or 
ashamed  to  act  in  direct  opposition  to  it,  he  sufi^red 
it  to  remain  ;in tasted  before  him,  and  immediately 
changed  the  subject 

**•  The  Primate  hath  written  to  us."  said  he,  "  to 
make  strict  search  within  our  bounds  after  the  he- 
retical persons  denounced  in  this  Hst,  who  have 
withdrawn  themselves  from  the  justice  which  their 
opinions  deserve.  It  is  deemed  probable  that  tber 
will  attempt  to  retire  to  England  by  our  Borders,  and 
the  Primate  requireth  me  to  watch  with  vigilance, 
and  what  not."  ,     , , 

"Assuredly,"  said  the  monk,  "the  magistrate  should 
not  bear  the  sword  in  vain— those  be  they  that  turn  the 
world  upside  down— and  doubtless  your  revererid  wis- 
dom will  with  due  diligence  second  the  exertions  of 
the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  being  in  the  pe- 
remptory defence  of  the  Holy  Church." 

"Ay,  but  how  is  this  to  be  done?"  answered  the 
Abbot  J  "  Saint  Mary  aid  us !  The  Primate  writes  to 
me  as  if  I  were  a  temporal  baron — a  man  under  com- 
mand, having  soldiers  under  him !  He  says,  send 
forth— scour  the  country— guard  the  passes— Truly 
these  men  do  not  travel  as  those  who  would  give 
their  lives  for  nothing— the  last  who  went, south 
passed  the  dry-march  at  the  Ridingbnrn  with  an 
escort  of  thirty  spears,  as  our  reverend  brother  the 
Abbot  of  Kelso  did  write  unto  us.  How  are  cowls 
and  Bcapularies  to  stop  the  way  ?" 

"  Your  bailiff  is  accounted  a  good  man-at-hrms. 
holy  father,"  said  Eustace ;  "  your  vassals  are  obliged 
to  rise  for  the  defence  of  the  Holy  Kirk— it  is  the 
tenure  on  which  they  hold  their  lands— if .  they  will 
not  come  forth  for  the  Church  which  gives  them 
bread,  let  their  possessions  be  given  to  others." 

"  We  shall  not  be  wanting,"  said  the  Abbot,  col- 
lecting himself  with  importance,  "to  do  whatever 
may  advantage  Holy  Kirk— thyself  shall  bear  the 
charge  to  our  Bailiff  and  our  officials— but  here  again 
is  our  controversy  with  the  warden  of  the  bridge  and 
the  Baron  of  Meigallot— Saint  Mary!  vexations  do  so 
multiply  upon  the  House,  and  upon  the  generation, 
that  a  man  wots  not  where  to  turn  to !  Thou  didst 
say.  Father  Eustace,  thou  wouldst  look  into  our  evi- 
dents  touching  this  free  passage  for  the  pilgrims  T* 

"  I  have  looked  into  the  Chartulary  of  the  House, 
holy' father,"  said  Eustace,  "and  therein  I  find  a 
written  and  formal  grant  of  all  duties  and  customs 
payable  at  the  drawbridge  of  Brigton,  not  only  by 
ecclesiastics  of  this  foundation,  but  by  every  pilgrim 
trulv  designed  to  accomplish  his  vows  at  this  House, 
to  the  Abbot  Ailford,  and  the  Monks  of  the  House  oi 
Saint  Mary  in  Kennaquhair.  from  that  time  and  for 
ever.  The  deed  is  dated  on  Saint  Bridget's  Even,  in 
the  year  of  Redemption,  1137,  and  bears  the  sign  and 
seal  of  the  granter,  Charies  of  Meigallot,  great-great- 
grandfather of  this  baron,  and  purports  to  be  granted 
lor  the  safety  of  his  own  soul,  and  for  the  weal  of  the 
souls  of  his  fsther  and  mother,  and  of  all  his  prede- 
cessors and  successors,  being  Barons  of  Meigallot" 

"But  he  alleges,"  said  the  Abbot,  "that  the  bridge- 
wards  have  been  in  possession  of  these  dues,  and  ha  ;e 
rendered  them  available  for  more  than  fifiy  years— 
and  the  baron  threatens  violence— meanwhile,  the 
journey  of  the  prilgrims  is  interrupted^  to  the  preju- 
dice of  their  own  souls,  and  the  diminution  of  the 
revenues  of  Saint  Mary.  The  Sacristan  advised  ua 
to  put  on  a  boat;  but  the  warden,  whom  thou  know- 
est  to  be  a  godless  man,  has  sworn  the  devil  tear  him, 
but  that  if  they  put  on  a  boat  on  the  laird's  stream, 
he  will  rive  her  board  from  board— and  then  some 
say  we  should  compound  the  claim  for  a  small  sam 
in  silver."  Here  the  Abbot  paused  a  moment  for  a 
reply,  but  receiving  none,  he  added,  "  But  what 
thinkest  thou.  Father  Eustace?  why  art  thou  silent T' 

"  Because  I  am  surprised  at  the  question  which  the 
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Lord  Abbot  of  Saint  Mary's  aaki  at  the  youogeet  of 

hia  brethren."  ,    ,      . 

"*  Youngest  in  time  of  your  abode  with  us^  Brother 
EuBUce,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  not  youngest  m  years, 
or  I  thmk  in  experience— Sub-Prior  also  of  this  con- 


a 


Tent 

"  I  am  astonished,"  continued  Eustace,  **  that  the 
Abbot  of  this  renerable  bouse  should  ask  of  any  one, 
whether  he  can  alienate  the  patrimony  of  our  holy 
and  divine  patroness,  or  give  up  to  an  unconscien- 
tious, and  perhaps  a  neretio  baron,,  the  rights  confer- 
red on  this  church  by  his  devout  progenitur.  Popes 
and  cooncils  alike  prohibit  it— the  honour  of  the  liv- 
ing, and  the  weal  of  departed  souls,  alike  forbid  it- 
it  may  not  be.  To  force,  if  he  dare  use  it,  we  must 
surrender;  but  never  by  our  consent  should  we  see 
the  goods  of  the  church  plundered,  with  as  little 
•cruple  as  he  would  drive  06*  a  herd  of  English 
betves.  Rouse  yoilraelf,  reverend  father,  and  doubt 
nothing  but  that  the  good  cause  shall  prevail.  Whet 
the  apihtual  sword,  and  direct  it  aninst  the  wicked 
who  would  usurp  our  holy  rights.  Whet  the  temporal 
sword  if  it  be  necessary,  and  stir  up  the  courage  and 
seal  of  yoor  loyal  vassals." 

The  Abbot  sighed  deeply.    "  AU  this,"  he  said,  "  is 

soon  spoken  by  nim  who  hath  to  act  it  not;  but 

He  was  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  Bennet  rather 
hastily.  **  The  mule  on  which  the  Sacristan  had  set 
out  in  the  morning  had  returned."  he  said,  "to  the 
convent  stable  all  over  wet,  and  with  the  saddle 
turned  round  beneath  her  belly." 

"Sancta  Mana!'  said  the  Abbot,  " 
tber  hath  perished  by  the  way !" 

"It  mav  not  be,"^8aid  Eustace  hastily— "let  the 
bell  be  toUed— cause  the  brethren  to  get  torches- 
alarm  the  village— hurry  down  to  the  nvo— I  myself 
will  be  the  foremost." 

The  real  Abbot  stood  astonished  and  agape,  when 
at  once  be  beheld  his  office  filled,  and  saw  all  whiph 
be  ought  to  have  ordered,  going  Corward  at  the  dic- 
tates of  the  youngest  monk  in  tne  convent  But  ere 
the  orders  of  Eustace,  which  nobody  dreamed  of  dis- 
puting, were  carried  into  execution,  the  necessity  was 
prevented  by  the  sudden  apparition  of  the  Sacristan, 
whose  supposed  danger  excited  all  the  alarm. 


'  our  dear  bro- 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Ran  oat  tiM  writtmi  tnMblM  of  the  brtin, 
Qmimo  tho  fooJ  boMHD  of  itM  Miiloua  sUiff 
Tbfti  Mreiffbt  upon  tba  ImuX.— Macbeth. 

What  b^wixt  cold  and  fright,  the  aiBicted  Sacris- 
Un  stood  befinv  his  Superior,  propped  on  the  friendly 
arm  of  the  convent  miller,  drenched  with  water,  and 
scarce  aUe  to  utter  a  syllable. 

After  various  attempU  to  speak,  the  first  words  he 
vtteredwere. 

Swim  tvt  iMrriljr— the  moon  thinet  brigtit" 

**  Swim  we  merrily !"  retorted  the  Abbot  indignant- 
ly; "a  raeny  nif^t  have  ye  chosen  for  swimming, 
and  a  beeoining  salutation  to  your  Superior  1" 

"Our  brother  is  bewiklered."  said  Eustace;— 
''speak.  Father  PhUip,  how  is  it  with  youT' 

"  Good  luck  to  f oar  lUhiiiff,'* 

continued  the  Sacristan,  making  a  meet  dolorous  at- 
tempt at  the  tune  of  his  strange  companion. 

"Good  lock  to  your  fishing T  repeated  the  Abbot, 
still  more  smprised  and  displeased :  *'  by  my  hali- 
dome  he  is  drunken  with  wine,  and  cornea  to  our 
presence  with  his  JoUy  catches  in  his  throat  1  If  bread 
and  water  can  cure  this  ibUy" 

"  Wiib  your  pardon,  venerable  father,"  said  the 
Sub>Pnor,  "of  water  our  brother  has  had  enough; 
and  methiiiks,  the  confusion  of  his  eye  is  rather  that 
of  terror,  than  of  aught  unbecoming  his  profisssion. 
Where  did  you  find  bim.  Hob  MUler  T 

*'  An  it  please  yonr  reverence,  I  did  but  go  to  ^nt 
the  sloice  of  the  mill— and  as  I  was  going  to  shut  the 
•ioiee,  I  heud  somethinggroan  near  to  me;  but  jodg- 
uig  it  was  one  of  Giles  Fletcher's  ho»— for  soplesse 
TOIL  h«  never  ^xt^  his  nte— I  caught  up  ray  lever, 
sad  was  about— Saint  llary  forgive  mel— toftrike 


where  I  heard  the  sound,  when,  as  the  saints  would 
have  it,  I  heard  the  second  groan  just  like  that  of  a 
living  man.  So  I  called  up  my  knaves,  and  found 
the  Father  Sacristan  lying  wet  and  senseless  under 
the  wall  of  our  kiln.  So  soon  as  we  brought  him  to 
himself  a  bit  he  prayed  to  be  brought  to  your  reve- 
rence, but  I  doubt  me,  his  wits  have  gone  a  bell-wa- 
vering by  the  road.  It  was  but  now  that  he  spoke 
in  somewhat  better  form." 

"  Well !"  said  Brother  Eustace,  "  thou  hast  done 
well.  Hob  Miller ;  only  begone  now.  and  remember 
a  second  time,  to  pause,  ere  you  strike  in  the  dsrk." 

"  Please  your  reverence,  it  shall  be  a  lesson  to  me," 
said  the  miller,  "  not  to  mistake  a  holy  man  for  a 
hog  again,  so  long  as  I  live."  And,  making  a  bow, 
with  profound  humility,  the  miller  withdrew. 

^  And  now  that  this  churl  is  gone.  Father  Phili|>," 
said  Eustace,  "  wilt  thou  tell  our  venerable  Superior 
what  ails  theel  art  thou  vino  grvtaiut^  man?  if  so, 
we  will  have  thee  to  thy  cell." 

"  Water!  water !  not  wine,"  muttered  the  exhaust- 
ed Sacristan. 

"  Nay,"  said  the  monk.  "  if  that  be  thy  complaint, 
wine  may  perhape  cure  thee ;"  and  he  reached  liim  a 
cup,  which  the  patient  drank  ofi*  to  his  great  benefit 
And  now,"  said  the  Abbot,  "let  his  garments  be 
changed,  or  rather  let  him  be  carried  to  the  infirm- 
ary ;  for  it  will  prejudice  our  health,  should  we  hear 
his  narrative  while  he  stands  there,  steaming  like  a 
rising  hoar-frost." 

"  twill  hear  hie  adventure,"  said  Eustace,  "  and 
report  it  to  your  reverence."  And,  accordingly,  he 
attended  the  Sacristan  to  his  cell.  In  about  hair  an 
hour  he  returned  to  the  AbbojL 

"  How  is  it  with  Father  Philip  T  said  the  Abbot ; 
"  snd  through  what  came  he  into  such  a  ststeT' 

"He  comes  from  Glendearg,  reverend  sir."  said 
Eustace ;  "  and  for  the  rest,  he  telleth  such  a  legend, 
as  has  not  been  heard  in  this  Monastery  for  many  a 
long  day."  He  then  gave  the  Abbot  the  outlines  of 
the  Sacristan's  adventures  in  the  homeward  journey, 
and  added,  that  for  some  time  he  was.  inclined  to 
think  his  brain  was  infirm,  seeing  he  had  sung, 
laughefl,  and  wept,  all  in  the  ssme  breath. 

''A  wonderfiil  thing  it  is  to  us,"  said  the  Abbot, 
"  that  Satan  has  been  permitted  to  put  forth  his  hsnd 
thus  far  on  one  of  our  sacred  brethren  1" 

"  Tine,"  said  Father  Eustace ;  "  but  for  every  text 
there  is  a  paraphrase :  and  I  have  my  suspicions, 
that  if  the  drenching  of  Father  Philip  cometh  of  the 
Evil  One,  yet  it  may  not  have  been  altogether  with- 
out his  own  personal  fault" 

"How!"  said  the  Father  Abbot;  "I  will  not  be- 
lieve  that  thou  makest  doubt  that  Satnn,  in  former 
days,  hath  been  permitted  to  afflict  saints  and  holy 
men,  even  as  he  afflicted  the  pious  Job?" 

"  God  forbid  I  should  make  question  of  it,"  said 
the  monk^  crossinff  himself;  "  yet,  where  there  is  an 
exposition  of  the  Sacristan's  tale,  wbich  is  less  than 
miraculous,  I  hold  it  safe  to  consider  it  at  least,  if 
not  to  abide  by  it  Now,  this  Hob  the  Miller  hath  a 
buxom  daughter.  Suppose— I  say  only  suppose- 
that  our  Sacristan  met  her  at  the  ford  on  her  return 
from  her  uncle's  on  the  other  side,  for  there  she  hath 
this  evening  been— suppose,  tbat^  m  courtesy,  and  to 
save  her  stripping  hose  and  shoon,  the  Sacristan 
brought  her  across  behind  him— suppose  he  carried 
his  familiarities  farther  than  the  maiden  was  willing 
to  admit;  and  we  may  easily  suppose  farther,  that 
this  wetting  was  the  result  or  it" 

"And  this  legend  invented  to  deceive  us!"  said 
the  Superior^  reddening  with  wrath ;  "  but  most 
strictly  shall  it  he  sif^  and  inquired  into ;  it  is  not 
upon  us  that  Father  Philip  must  hope  to  pass  the 
result  of  his  own  evil  practicea  for  doings  of  Satan. 
To-morrow  cite  the  wench  to  appear  before  us— we 
will  examine,  and  we  will  punish." 

"Under  your  reverence's  fhvour,"  said  Eustace, 
"that  were  but  poor  policv.  As  things  now  stand 
with  us,  the  heretics  catch  notd  of  each  flying  report 
wliich  tends  to  the  scandal  of  our  clergy.  We  must 
abate  the  evil,  not  only  by  strengthening  discipline, 
but  olso  bv  suppressing  and  stming  the  voice  of 
scandal,    ff  my  conjectures  are  true,   the  mill^s 
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daughter  will  be  silent  for  her  own  sake ;  and  four 
reverence's  authority  may  also  impose  silence  on 
her  father,  and  on  the  Sacristan.  If  he  is  af^in  found 
to  afibrd  room  for  throwing  dishonour  on  his  order,  he 
can  be  punished  with  severity,  but  at  the  same  time 
with  secrecy.  For  what  say  the  Decretals  ?  Pact- 
nora  ostenai  dum  punitrUur^  flagitia  autem  abscondi 
dtbeni." 

A  sentence  of  LatiiL  as  Eustace  had  before  ob- 
served, had  o(ien  much  influence  on  the  Abbot,  be- 
cause he  understood  it  not  fluently,  and  was  ashamed 
to  acknowledge  his  ignorance.  On  these  terms  they 
parted  for  the  night. 

The  next  day.  Abbot  Boniface  strictly  interrogated 
Philip  on  the  real  cause  of  his  disaster  of  the  previous 
nig^t.  But  the  Sacristan  stood  firm  to  his  story  ; 
nor  was  he  found  to  vary  from  any  i>oint  of  it,  al- 
though the  answers  he  retnmed  were  in  some  d^^ee 
incoherent,  owing  to  his  intermingling  with  them 
ever  and  anon  snatches  of  the  Strang  damsel's  song, 
which  had  made  such  deep  impression  on  his  imagi- 
nation, that  he  could  not  prevent  himself  from  imi- 
uting  It  repeatedly  in  the  course  of  his  examination. 
The  Abbot  had  compassion  with  the  Sacristan's  in- 
voluntary frailty,  to  which  something  supernatural 
seemed  annexed,  and  finally  became  of  opinion,  that 
Father  Eustace's  more  natural  explanation  was  ra- 
ther plausible  than  just  And  indeed,  although  we 
have  recorded  the  adventure  as  we  find  it  written 
down,  we  cannot  forbear  to  add,  that  there  was  a 
schism  on  the  subject  in  the  convent,  and  that  seve- 
ral of  the  brethren  pretended  to  have  good  reason  for 
thinking  that  the  miller's  black-eyed  daughter  was 
at  the  bottom  of  the  affair  after  all.  Whichever  waj 
it  might  be  interpreted,  all  agreed  that  it  had  too  ludi- 
crous a  sound  to  be  permitted  to  get  abroad,  and 
therefore  the  Sacristan  was  charged,  on  his  vow  of 
obedienccL  to  say  no  more  of  his  ducking ;  an  injunc- 
tion which,  having  once  eased  his  mina  by  telling  his 
story,  it  may  be  well  conjectured  that  ne  joytully 
obeved. 

liie  attention  of  father  Eustace  was  much  less 
forcibly  arrested  by  the  marvellous  tale  of  the  Sa- 
cristan's danger,  and  his  escape,  than  by  the  n^ention 
of  the  volume  wnich  he  had  brought  with  him  from 
the  tower  of  Glendearg.  A  copy  of  the  Scriptures, 
translated  into  the  vulgar  tongue,  had  found  its  way 
even  into  the  proper  territory  of  the  church,  and 
had  been  discovered  in  one  of  the  most  hidden 
and  sequestered  recesses  of  the  Halidome  of  Saint 
Mary's. 

He  anxiously  requested  to  see  the  volume.  In  this 
the  Sacristan  was  unable  to  gratify  him,  for  he  had 
lost  it,  as  far  as  he  recollected,  when  the  supernatu- 
ral being,  as  he  conceived  her  to  be,  took  her  depart- 
ure from  him.  Father  Eustace  went  down  to  the 
spot  in  person,  and  searched  all  aroond  it,  in  hopes 
of  recovering  the  volume  in  question ;  bat  nis  labour 
was  in  vain.  He  returned  to  the  Abbot,  and  reported 
that  it  must  have  fallen  into  the  river  or  the  mill- 
slieam  l"^oi'  I  ^^  hardly  believe,"  he  said,  "  that 
Father  Philip's  musical  fnend  would  fly  off  with  a 
copy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures." 

'*  Being,"  iiid  the  Abbot,  "as  it  is,  an  heretical 
translation,  it  may  be  thought  that  Satan  may  have 
power  over  it." 

"  Ay !"  said  Father  Eostaoe,  "  it  is  indeed  his 
chiefest  magazine  of  artillery,  when  he  inspireth 
presumptuous  and  daring  men  to  set  forth  their  own 
opinions  and  expositions  of  Holy  Writ.  But  though 
thus  abased,  the  Scriptures  are  the  soturce  of  our 
salvation,  and  are  no  more  to  be  reckoned  unholy,  be- 
cause of  these  rash  men's  prooeedingf.  than  a  power- 
ful medicine  is  to  be  contemned,  or  held  poisonous, 
because  bold  and  evil  leeches  have  employed  it  to  the 
prejudice  of  their  patients.  With  the  permission  of 
your  reverence,  I  would  that  this  matter  were  looked 
into  more  closely.  I  will  myself  visit  the  Tower  of 
GHendearg  ere  I  am  many  houra  older,  and  we  shall 
Me  if  any  spectre  or  white  woman  of  the  wild  will 
venture  to  mtemipt  my  journey  or  return.  Have  I 
your  reverend  permission  and  your  blessing  T'  he 
added,  but  in  a  tone  that  appeared  to  set  no  great 
•tore  by  either. 


"Thou  hast  both,  my  brothsr."  said  the  Abbot; 
but  no  sooner  had  Eustace  left  the  apartment,  than 
Boniface  could  not  help  breaking  on  the  willins  ear 
of  the  Sacristen  his  sincere  wish,  that  any  spirit, 
black,  white,  or  gray,  would  read  the  adviser  sock  a 
lesson,  as  to  cure  him  of  his  presumption  in  esteem- 
ing himself  wiser  than  the  whole  community. 

I  wish  him  no  worse  lesson,"  said  the  Sacristan, 
"  than  to  go  swimming  merrily  down  the  river  with 
a  ghost  behind,  and  Kelpies,  niffht-crows,  and  mud- 
eels,  all  waiting  to  have  a  snatch  at  him. 

Merrilj  twim  we,  the  moon  fhine*  brizht  i 

Good  fuck  to  jour  fishing,  whom  watch  jou  to-oiftit !" 

"  Brother  Philip,"  said  the  Abbot,  "we  exhort  thee 
to  say  thy  prayers,  compose  thyselL^and  banish  that 
foolish  Chant  from  thy  mind;— it  is  out  a  deception  of 
the  devil's." 

"  I  will  essay,  reverend  Father,"  said  the  Sacris- 
tan, "  but  the  tune  hangs  by  my  memory  Kke  a  bar 
in  a  beggar's  rags ;  it  mingles  with  the  psalter— the 
very  bells  of  the  convent  seem  to  repeat  the  vrords, 
and  jingle  to  the  mne;  and  were  you  to  put  me  to 
death  at  this  very  moment,  it  is  my  beJiet  I  sbonld 
die  singing  it—'  Now  swim  we  merrily*— it  is  as  it 
were  a  spell  upon  me." 

He  then  again  began  to  warble 

"Good  lud^to  jour  fishinc." 

And  checking  himself  in  the  strain  with  diffienlty,  he 
exclaimed,  "It  is  too  ceruin— I  am  but  a  lost  pnest ! 
Swim  we  merrily— I  shall  sing  it  at  the  very  mass— 
Wo  is  me !  I  shall  sing  all  the  remainder  or  nay  \i£e, 
and  yet  never  be  able  to  change  the  tune  1" 

The  honest  Abbot  replied,  '^  he  knew  many  a  good 
fellow  in  the  same  condition;"  and  oondudeotfae 
remark  with  "ho!  ho!  ho!"  for  his  reverence,  as 
the  reader  may  partly  have  observed,  was  one  of 
those  dull  folks  who  love  a  guiet  joke. 

The  Sacristan,  well  acquamtedwith  his  Superior's 
humour,  endeavoured  to  join  in  the  laugh^  but  his 
unfortunate  cantide  came  again  across  his  imagina- 
tion,  and  interrupted  the  huarity  of  his  customary 
echo. 

"  By  the  rood.  Brother  Philip,"  said  the  Abbot, 
much  moved,  "you  become  altogether  intolerable! 
and  I  am  convinced  that  such  a  spell  could  not  sub- 
sist over  a  person  of  religion,  and  in  a  religious 
house,  unless  he  were  under  mortal  sin.  Wherabfre, 
say  the  seven  penitentiary  psalms— make  diligent  use 
of  thy  scourge  and  hair-cloth— refrain  for  three  days 
from  all  food,  save  bread  and  water— I  myself  will 
shrive  thee,  and  we  will  see  if  this  singing  devil  may 
be  driven  out  of  thee ;  at  least  I  think  Father  Eu- 
stace himself  could  devise  no  better  exorcism." 

The  Sacristan  swhed  deeply,  but  knew  renxHi- 
strance  was  vAin.  Re  retired  therefore  to  his  oeD. 
to  try  bow  far  psalmody  might  be  able  to  drive  oil 
the  sounds  of  the  syren  tune  which  haimted  his  me- 
mory. 

Meanwhile,  Father  Eustace  proceeded  to  the  draw- 
bridge, in  his  way  to  the  lonely  valley  of  Glendearg. 
In  a  brief  conversation  with  the  churlish  warder,  he 
had  the  address  to  render  him  more  tractable  in  the 
controverey  betwixt  him  and  the  convent  He  re- 
minded him  that  his  father  had  been  s  vassal  under 
the  community ;  that  his  brother  was  childleas ;  and 
that  their  possession  would  revert  to  the  chnroi  on 
his  death,  and  might  be  either  granted  to  himself  the 
warder,  or  to  some  greater  favourite  of  the  Abbot,  as 
mattere  chanced  to  stand  betwixt  them  at  the  tinM. 
The  Sub-Prior  suggested  to  him  sEbo,  the  neoeasarv 
connexion  of  interests  betwixt  the  Monastenr  and 
the  office  which  this  man  enjoyed.  He  listened  vrith 
temper  to  his  rode  and  churfish  answera;  and  b^ 
keeping  his  own  interest  firm  pitched  in  his  view,  he 
had  the  aatisfaction  to  find  that  Peter  gradually  soft- 
ened his  tone,  and  consented  to  let  every  pilgrim  who 
travelled  tipon  foot  pass  free  of  exaction  until  Pente- 
cost next ;  they  who  travelled  on  horseback  or  others 
wise,  oonsentiiig  to  pay  the  ordinaiy  custom.  Ha- 
ving thus  accommodated  a  matter  in  which  the  w&tA 
of  the  convent  was  so  dseply  interested  Father  Eas« 
tsce  proceeded  on  his  journey. 
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N«7.  (Mir  not  with  tinM,  the  vim  man'*  trouore. 
Tbo«i«h  tttoU  are  layich  oo't^lhe  fktal  Fisher 
Hooks  souU  while  wa  vratte  iiKMnaat«.-^Otf  Plaf. 

A  NovxMUft  mist  overspread  the  little  valley,  up 
which  slowly  but  steadily  rode  the  monk  Eustace. 
He  was  not  inseosibie  to  the  feeling  of  melancholy 
inspiied  by  the  a0uiB  and  by  the  season.  The  stream 
seemed  to  murmur  with  a  deep  and  oppressed  note, 
as  if  bewailing  the  departure  of  autumn.  Among 
the  scattered  copses  which  here  and  there  fringed  its 
banks,  the  oak  trees  only  retained  that  pallid  green 
that  precedes  their  russet  hue.  The  leaves  of  the 
willows  were  most  of  them  stripped  from  the  branches, 
lay  rustling  at  each  breath,  and  disturbed  by  every 
step  of  the  mule :  while  the  foliage  of  other  trees, 
totally  withered,  kept  still  precarious  possession  of 
the  boughs,  waiting  the  first  wind  to  scatter  them. 

The  mouR  dropped  into  the  natural  train  of  pensive 
thought  which  these  autumnal  emblems  of  mortal 
hopes  are  peculiarly  calculated  to  inspire.  "  There," 
be  said,  looking  at  the  leaves  which  lay  strewed 
aroiiDd,  "  lie  the  hopes  of  early  youth^  fint  formed 
that  they  may  soonest  wither,  ana  loveliest  in  spring 
to  become  most  contemptible  in  winter;  but  you.  ye 
tin^orers^"  he  added,  looking  to  a  knot  of  boecnes 
which  still  bore  their  withered  leaves.  "  you  are  the 
pitiud  plans  of  adventurous  manhood,  formed  later, 
and  stUl  clinging  to  the  mind  of  age.  although  it  ac- 
knowledges their  inanity!  None  lasts— none  en- 
dures, save  the  foliage  of  the  hardy  oak,  which  only 
begins  to  show  itself  when  that  of  the  rest  of  the 
forestnas  enjoyed  half  its  ezistenc&  A  pale  and  de- 
cayed hue  is  all  it  possesses,  but  stul  it  retains  that 
svmptom  of  vitality  to  the  last.  So  be  it  with  Father 
Eustace !  The  fairy  hopes  of  my  youth  I  have  trodden 
under  foot  like  those  n^lected  rustlers— to  the  prouder 
dreauns  of  my  manhood  I  look  back  as  to  lofty  chi- 
meras, of  which  the  pith  and  essence  have  long  since 
faded ;  but  my  religious  vows,  the  faithful  profession 
which  I  have  made  in  my  maturer  age,  shall  retain 
life  while  aught  of  EUistace  lives.  Dangerous  it  may 
be— f<9eble  it  must  be— yet  live  it  shall,  the  proud  de- 
termination to  serve  the  church  of  which  I  am  a 
member,  and  to  combat  the  heresies  by  which  she  is 
•nailed"  Thus  spokc^  at  least  thus  thought,  a  man 
xealoos  according  to  his  imperfect  knowledge,  con- 
founding the  vital  interests  of  Chrisiianity  with  the 
extravagant  and  usurped  claims  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  and  defending  his  cause  with  ardour  worthy 
of  a  better. 

While  niovinff  onward  in  this  contemplative  mood, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  more  than  once,  that  he 
saw  in  his  path  the  form  of  a  female  dressed  in  white, 
who  appeared  in  the  attitude  of  lamentation.  But 
the  impression  was  only  momentary,  and  whenever 
he  loolted  steadily  to  the  point  where  he  conceived 
the  iguie  appeared,  it  always  proved  that  he  had  mis- 
taken some  natural  object,  a  white  crai^  or  the  trunk 
of  a  decayed  birch-tree  with  its  silver  bark,  for  the 
appearance  in  question. 

Father  Eustace  had  dwelt  too  long  in  Rome  to  par- 
take the  superstitious  feelings  of  the  more  ignorant 
Scottish  clergy;  yet  he  certainly  thought  it  eztraor- 
dtoary,  that  so  strong  an  impression  should  have  been 
nude  on  his  mind  by  the  legend  of  the  Sacristan. 
**  It  is  strange,"  he  said  to  himself^  "  that  this  story, 
which  doubtless  was  the  invention  of  Brother  Philip 
to  cover  his  own  impropriety  of  conduct,  should  run 
■0  noch  in  my  head,  and  disturb  my  more  serious 
thoughts— I  am  wont,  I  think,  to  have  more  command 
over  my  senses.  I  will  repeat  my  prayers,  and  banish 
•oeh  felly  from  my  recollection.'' 

The  monk  accordingly  began  with  devotion  to  tell 
nil  beads,  in  pursuance  of  the  prescribed  rule  of  his 
<iider,  and  was  not  again  disturbed  by  any  wander- 
ings of  the  imagination  until  he  found  himself  be- 
osath  the  little  Tortalioe  of  Glendearg. 

Dame  Glendinning,  who  stood  at  the  gate,  set  up 
u  !^'  ^^  surprise  and  Joy  at  seeing  the  good  father. 
Martin,"  she  said,  "  Jasper,  where  be  a^the  folk  1— 
neb  the  right  reverend  Sub-Prior  to  dismount,  and 
Uke  his  mule  from  him.— O  father  1  Ghxl  has  sent 
lou  in  our  need— I  wa»  just  going  to  send  man  and 


horse  to  the  convent,  though  I  ought  to  be  ashamed 
to  give  so  much  trouble  to  your  reverences." 

*H>ur  trouble  matters  not.  good  dame,"  said  Father 
Eustace;  "in  what  can  I  pleasure  you 7  I  came 
hither  to  visit  the  Lady  of  Avenel." 

"  Well-a-day  1"  said  Dame  Elspeth,  **  and  it  was  on 
her  part  that  I  had  the  boldness  to  think  of  summon- 
ing you,  for  the  good  lady  will  never  be  able  to  wear 
over  the  day !— Would  it  please  you  to  go  to  her 
chamber  1" 

"Hath  she  not  been  shriven  by  Father  Philip?" 
said  the  monk. 

**  Shriven  she  was,"  said  the  Dame  of  Olendearg, 
"  and  by  Father  Philip,  as  your  reverence  truly  says— 
but— I  wish  it  may  have  been  a  clean  shrift— Me- 
thought  Father  Philip  looked  but  moody  upon  it— and 
there  was  a  book  which  he  took  away  with  him, 
that" She  paused  ss  if  unwilling  to  proceed 

"  Speak  out.  Dame  Glendinning,"  said  the  Father; 
"  with  us  it  is  your  duly  to  have  no  secrets." 

"  Nay,  if  it  please  your  reverence,  it  is  not  that  I 
would  keep  any  thing  from  your  reverence's  know- 
ledge, but  I  fear  I  should  prejudice  the  lady  in  your 
opinion;  for  she  is  an'eiqellent  lady— months  and 
years  has  she  dwelt  in  this  tower,  and  none  more 
exemplary  than  she;  but  thisjmatter,  doubtless,  she 
will  explain  it  herself  to  your  reverence." 

"  I  deeire  first  to  know  it  from  you.  Dame  Glendin- 
ning," s^id  the  monk;  "and  I  again  rq>eat,  it  is 
your  duty  to  tell  it  to  me." 

"This  book,  if  it  please  your  reverence,  which 
Father  Philip  removed  from  Glendearg,  was  this 
morning  returned  to  us  in  a  strange  manner,"  said 
the  good  M(idow. 

**  Returned !"  said  the  monk ;  "  how  mean  you  7" 

"I  mean,"  answered  Dame  Glendinning,  "that 
it  was  brought  back  to  the  tower  of  Glendeara,  the 
saints  best  know  how— that  same  book  which  Father 
Philip  carried  with  him  but  yesterday.  Old  Martin, 
that  IS  my  tasker  and  the  lady's  servant,  was  driving 
out  the  cows  to  the  pasture— for  we  have  three  good 
milk-cowa,  reverend  Fatho',  bleased  be  Saint  Wald- 
have,  and  thanks  to  the  holy  Monastery" 

The  monk  groaned  with  impatience ;  but  be  re- 
membered that  a  woman  of  the  good  dame's  condi- 
tion was  like  a  top.  which,  if  you  let  it  spin  on 
untouched,  must  at  last  come  to  a  pause;  but,  if  you 
interrupt  it  by  flogging,  there  is  no  end  to  its  gyra- 
tions. "But  to  speak  no  more  of  the  cows,  your 
reverence,  though  they  are  likely  cattle  as  ever  were 
tied  to  a  stake,  the  tasker  was  driving  them  out,  and 
the  lads,  that  ia  my  Halbert  and  my  Edward,  thai 
your  reverence  has  seen  at  church  on  hoUdays.  and 
especially  Halbert,— for  you  patted  him  on  the  head, 
and  gave  him  a  broodi  of  Saint  Cuthbert,  which  he 
wears  in  his  bonnet,— and  litde  Mary  Avonel,  that  is 
the  lady's  daughter,  they  ran  all  after  the  cattle,  and 
bc«an  to  play  up  and  down  the  pasture  as  young  folk 
wiU,  your  reverence.  And  at  length  they  lost  sight 
of  Martin  and  the  cows ;  and  they  began  to  run  up 
a  little  dengh  which  we  call  Corri-nan-w/uan^  wh»e 
there  is  a  wee  bit  stripe  of  ahum,  and  they  aaw  there 
—Good  guide  us  I— a  White  Woman  sittm^  on  the 
bum-side  wringing  her  hands— so  tfaa  baiifts  were 
frighted  to  see  a  strange  woman  sitting  there,  all  but 
Halbert,  who  will  be  sixteen  come  Whitsuntide; 
and,  besides,  he  never  feared  ony  thing— and  when 
they  went  up  to  her— behold  ahe  was  passed  away!" 

^'^For  shame,  good  woman !"  said  Father  Eustace ; 
"  a  woman  of  your  aense  to  listen  to  a  tale  ip  idle  !— 
the  young  folk  told  you  a  li&  and  that  was  all." 

"Nay.  sir,  it  was  more  than  that,"  atSd  the  old 
dame ;  "  for,  besides  that  they  never  told  me  a  lie  in 
their  lives,  I  must  warn  you,  that  on  the  very  ground 
when  the  White  Woman  vras  sitting,  they  found  the 
Lady  of  Avenel's  book,  and  brought  it  with  them  to 
the  tower." 

"  That  is  worthy  of  mark  at  least,"  said  the  monk. 
"  Know  you  no  other  copy  of  this  volume  within 
these  bounds  r* 

"None,  your  reverence."  returned  Elspeth ;  "why 
should  therel—nooneeould  read  it  were  there  twenty." 

"Then  yod  are  sure  it  in  the  very  same  volum* 
whidi  you  gave  to  Father  Philip  T  saki  the  monk* . 


30 


THE  MONASTERY. 


[Cbat.  ^mi. 


"As  8ure  as  that  I  now  speak  with  your  rererence." 

"it is  most  singular r  said  the  monkj  and  he 
walked  across  the  room  in  a  musing  posture. 

"  I  have  been  upon  nettles  to  hear  what  vour  re- 
verence would  say,"  continued  Dame  Glenainning, 
"rejecting  this  matter—There  is  nothing  I  would 
not  do  for  the  Lady  of  Avenel  and  her  family,  and 
that  has  been  proved,  and  for  her  servants  to  boot 
bo4h  Martin  andTibb,  although  Tibb 4s  not  so  civil 
sometimes  as  altogether  I  have  arighi  to  expect ;  but 
I  cannot  think  it  beseeming,  fo  have  angels,  or  ghosts^ 
or  fairies,  or  the  like,  waiting  upon  a  leddy  when 
she  is  in  another  woman's  house,  in  respect  it  is  no 
ways  creditable.  Ony  thing  she  bad  to  do  was 
always  done  to  her  hand,  without  costing  her  either 
pains  or  pence,  as  a  country  body  says;  and  besides 
the  discredit,  I  cannot  but  think  that  there  is  no  safety 
in  having  such  unchancy  creatures  about  ano.  But  I 
have  tied  red  thread  around  the  baims's  throats." 
(bo  her  fondness  still  called  them,)  "and  given  ilk 
ane  of  them  a  riding  wand  of  rowan-tree,  forby  sew- 
ing up  a  sUp  of  witch-elm  into  their  doublets ;  and  I 
wish  to  know  of  your  reverence  if  there  be  ony  thing 
mair  that  a  lone  woman  can  do  in  the  matter  oi 
ghosts  and  fairies  7— Be  here  !  that  I  should  have 
named  their  unlucky  names  twice  ower  !" 

"  Dame  Glcndinnmg,"  answered  the  monk,  some- 
what abruptly,  when  the  good  woman  had  finished 
Iter  narrative,  I  pray  you,  do  you  know  th^  miller's 
daughter?" 

"Did  I  know  Kate  Hspper?"  replied  the  widow; 
*'as  weel  as  the  beggar  knows  his  dish— a  canty 
quean  was  Kate,  im  a  special  cummer  of  my  ain 
may  be  twenty  years  syne. 

"  She  cannotr  be  the  wench  I  mean,"  syid  Father 
Eustace ;  "she  after  whom  I  inquire  is  scarce  fifteen, 
a  black-€^od  girl— you  may  have  seen  her  at  the  kirk." 

"  Vour  reverence  must  oe  in  the  right ;  and  she  is 
my  cummer's  niece,  doubtless,  that  you  are  pleased 
to  speak  of:  But  I  thank  God  I  have  always  been 
too  duteous  in  attention  to  the  mass  to  know  whe- 
ther young  wenches  have  black  eyes  or  green  ones." 

The  good  Father  had  86  much  of  the  work!  about 
Jiim,  that  he  was  unalile  to  avoid  smiling,  when  the 
dame  boasted  her  absolute  resistance  to  a  tempta- 
tion, which  was  not  quite  so  liable  to  beset  her  as 
diose  of  the  other  sex. 

*  "Perhaps,  then."  he  said,  "you  know  her  usual 
dress,  Dame  Glendinning  1" 

"Ay,  ay,  Father,"  answered  the  dame  readily 
enough,  "a  white  kirtle  the  wench  wears,  to  hide  the 
dust  or  the  mill  no  doubt—and  a  bhie  hood,  that 
might  weel  be  spared,  for  pridefuloess." 

Then,  may  it  not  be  she,"  said  the  Father,  "  who 
has  brought  oack  this  book,  i^d  stepped  out  of  the 
wav  wbein  the  childrea  came  near  her?" 

The  dame  paused— was  unwilling  to  combat  the 
solution  soggested  by  the  monk— but  was  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  why  the  lass  of  the  mill  should  come  so 
far  from  home  into  so  wild  a  comer,  merely  to  leave 
ai  old  book  with  three  children,  from  whose  obser- 
vation she  wished  to  conceal  herself.  Above  all,  she 
could  not  understand  why,  .since  she  had  acquaint- 
ances i#the  fiunily.  and  smoe  the  dame  Glendinning 
had  always  paid  her  multure  and  knaveship  duly, 
the  said  lass  of  the  mill  had  not  come  in  to  rest  her- 
self and  eat  a  morsel,  and  tell  her  the  current  news  of 
the  water. 

These  very  objections  satisfied  the  monk  that  his 
conjectures  were  right  ^Dame,"  he  said,  "jrou 
must  be  cautious  in  what  yon  say.  This  is  an  in- 
stance—4  would  it  were  the  sole  one— of  the  power  of 
the  Enemy  in  these  days.  The  matter  must  he  sifted 
with  a  curious  and  careful  hand." 

"Indeed,"  said  Elspeth,  trying  to  catch  and  chime 
in  with  the  ideas  of  the  Sub-Frior,«  "I  have  often 
thought  the  miller's  folk  at  the  Monastery-mill  were 
far  over  careless  in  sifting  our  melder,  and  in  bolting 
it  too— some  folk  say  they  will  not  stick  at  whiles  to 
put  m  a  handAd  of  ashes  amongst  Christian  folk's 
oom-meal." 

^  "That  shall  be  looked  after  also,  dame,"  saul  the 
Sub-Prior,  not  displeased  to  see  that  the  flood  old 
woman  went  off  on  a  falao  ioent,  "and  now,  by 


your  leave,  1  wtU  see  this  lady— do  you  go  before, 
and  prepare  her  to  see  me." 

Dame  Glendinning  loft  the  lower  apartment  accord- 
ingly^ which  the  monk  paced  in  anxious  refiectbn, 
considering  how  he  might  best  discharge,  with  hu' 
manity  as  well  as  with  effect,  the  important  duty 
imposed  on  him.  He  resolved  to  spproach  the  bed- 
side of  the  sick  person  with  reprin|Bnds,  mitieaiad 
only  by  a  feeling  for  her  weak  condition— he  deter- 
mined, in  case  of  her  reply,  to  which  late  examples 
of  hardened  heretics  might  encourage  her,*to  be  pre- 
pared with  answers  to  their  customary  scnipk». 
High  fraught,  also,  with  zeal  against  her  nnautfao- 
rized  intrusion  into  the  priestly  function,  by  study  of 
the  Sacred  Scriptures,  he  imaginecl  to  nimself  the 
answers  which  one  of  the  modern  school  of  heresy 
might  return  to  him— the  victorious  refotation  whicn 
should  lay  the  disputant  prostrate  at  the  Con£E»Beor'a 
mercy— and  the  healing,  yet  awful  exhortation,  which, 
under  pain  of  refusing  the  last  consolations  of  re- 
ligion, he  designed  to  make  to  the  penitent,  oonjuring 
her.  as  she  loved  her  ovm  soul's  welfare,  to  disclose 
to  him  what  she  knew  of  the  dark  mystery  of 
iniquity,  by  which  heresies  were  introouced  into  the 
most  secluded  spots  of  the  very  patrimony  of  the  dinrdi 
herself— what  agents  they  had  who  could  thus  xhde, 
as  it  were  unseen,  from  place  to  place,  bring  backthe 
volume  which  the  church  had  interdicted  to  the  apota 
from  which  it  had  been  removed  under  her  express 
auspices  :  and  who,  by  encouraging  the  daring  and 
profane  thirst  after  knowledge  forbidden  and  useless 
to  the  laity,  had  encouraged  the.fiaber  of  souls  to  use 
with  effect  his  old  bait  of  ambition  and  vain -glory. 

Much  of  this  premeditated  disputation  escaped  the 

S»od  father,  when  Elspeth  returned,  her  tears  flowing 
ster  than  her  apron  could  dry  them,  and  made  him 
a  signal  to  follow  her.  "  How,"  said  the  monk,  "  is 
she  then  so  near  her  end  7— nay,  the  church  must  not 
break  or  bruise^  when  comfort  is  yet  possible;"  and, 
forgetting  his  polemics,  the  good  Sub-Prior  hastened 
to  the  little  apartment,  where,  on  the  wretched  bed 
which  she  had  occupied  since  her  misfortunes  bad 
driven  her  to  the  Tower  of  Glendearg,  the  widow  of 
Walter  Avenel  had  rendered  up  her  spirit  to  her  Crea- 
tor. "  My  God  r'  said  the  Sub-Pnor,  ",and  hss  my 
unfortunate  dallying  suffered  her  to  dfipart  without 
the  Church's  consolation  I  Look  to  her.  dame,"  he 
exclaimed  with  euer  impatience;  "  is  there  not  ret 
a  sparkle  of  the  liie  left?— may  alio  not  be  recalled— 
recalled  but  for  a  moment?— Oh!  would  that  she 
could  express,  but  by  the  most  imperfect  word— but 
by  the  most  feeble  motion,  her  acouiesoence  in  the 
needful  task  of  penitential  prayerl— Does  aha  not 
breathe?— Art  thou  sure  she  doth  not  ?" 

"  She  will  never  breathe  more,"  said  the  matron. 
"  O !  the  poor  fatherless  girl— now  motherless  also— 
O.  the  kind  companion  I  nave  had  these  many  years, 
whom  I  shall  never  see  sgain !  But  she  is  in  Heaven 
for  certain,  if  ever  woman  went  there ;  for  a  wooaa 
of  better  life" 

"  Wo  to  me,"  said  the  good  monk,  "if  indeed  she 
went  not  htnoe  in  good  assurance— wo  to  the  rttk- 
less  shepherd,  who  suffered  the  wolf  to  carry  a  choice 
one  from  t}ie  flock,  while  he  busied  himsdf  with 
trimming  his  sling  and  his  staff  to  give  the  monster 
battle !  O !  if  in  the  long  Hereafter,  aught  but  weal 
should  that  poor  spirit  share,  whst  has  my  d^lsy 
cost !— the  value  of  an  immortal  soul  1" 

He  then  approached  the  body,  full  of  the  deep  re- 
morse natural  to  a  good  man,  of  his  persuaaqon, 
who  devoutly  believed^  the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  "  Ay,"  said  he,  gazing  on  the  pallid  corpse, 
from  which  the  spirit  had  parted  so  placidly  as  to 
leave  a  amile  upon  the  thin  blue  lips,  which  had  been 
so  long  wasted  by  decay  that  they  had  parted  with 
the  last  breath  of  animation  without  thesugfatest  con- 
vulsive tremor— "Ay,"  said  Father  Eustace,  "  then 
lies  the  faded  tree,  and,  as  it  fell,  so  it  lie»— awfnl 
thought  for  me,  should  mv  n^lect  have  left  it  to  de- 
scend in  an  evil  direction ! ,  He  then  again  and  ag^ 
conjured  Dame  Glendinning  to  tell  nim  what  she 
knew  of  the  demeanour  and  ordinary  walk  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

All  tended  to  ibe  high  bonowrof  thodeccmribwly; 
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hr  her  oomtMnion,  whd  admired  l|er  safficiently 
while  aliTe,  notwithstanding  some  trifling  points  of 
jealoiiay,  now  idolized  her  alter  her  death,  and  could 
think  or  no  attribute  of  praise  with  which  ahe  did  not 
adorn  her  memorf. 

Indeed,  the  Lady  of  Avenel,  howerer  she  miKht 
imrately  doubt  some  of  the  doctrines  announcedD|r 
the  Church  of  Home,  and  although  she  had  probably 
tacitly  appealed  from  that  corrupted  system  o(  Chris- 
tianity to  the  volume  on  which  Christianity  itself  is 
foonded,  had  nevertheless  been  regular  in  her  attend* 
ajioe  on  the  worship  of  the  church,  not,  perhaps,  ex- 
tending her  scruples  so  far  as  to  break  off  commu- 
nion. Such  indeed  was  the  first  sentiment  of  the 
earlier  reformers,  who  seem  to  have  studied,  for  a 
time  at  least,  to  avoid  a  schism,  until  the  violence  of 
the  Pope  rendered  it  inevitable. 

Father  Eustace,  on  the  present  occasion,  listened 
with  eagerness  to  every  thing  which  could  lead  to 
assure  him  of  the  lady's  orthodoxy  in  the  main  points 
«f  belief;  for  his  conscience  reproached  him  aorely, 
that,  instead  of  protracting  conversation  with  the 
Dame  of  Glendearg,  he  had  not  instantly  hastened 
where  his  presence  was  so  necessary.  "  II,"  he  said, 
addresaing  the  dead  body,  **  thou  art  yet  free  fVom  the 
ntroost  penalty  due  to  the  followers  of  false  doctrine 
—if  thou  dost  but  sufier  for  a  time,  to  expiate  faults 
done  in  the  body,  but  partaking  of  mortal  frailtv  more 
than  of  deadly  am,  fear  not  that  thy  abode  snail  be 
long  in  the  penal  regions  to  which  thou  mayest  be 
doomed— if  Tigils— if  masses— if  penance— if  macera- 
tion of  my  body,  till  it  resembles  that  extenuated 
form  which  the  soul  hath  sbandoned,  may  assure  thy 
deJiverance.    The  Holy  Church— the 
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founds 
tioQ— our  blessed  Patroness  herself^  sTiall  intercede 
(or  one  whoae  errors  were  counterbalanced  by  ao 
many,  virtues.— Leave  me,  dame— here,  and  by  her 
bed-side,  will  I  perform  those  jduUes  which  this 
piteous  case  demands !" 

EUpeth  left  the  monk,  who  employed  himself  in 
fervent  and  sincere,  though  erroneous  prayers,  for  the 
weal  of  the  departed  spirit.  For  an  hour  he  remain- 
•d  in  the  apartment  of  death,  and  then  returned  to 
the  hall,  where  he  found  the  still  weeping  friend  of 
the  deceased. 

But  it  would  be  injustice  to  Mrs.  Elspeth  Glendin- 
ningfs  hospitality,  if  we  suppose  her  to  have  been 
weeping  during  this  long  interval,  or  rather,  if  we 
suppose  her  ao  entirely  absorbed  by  the  tribute  of  Bor- 
row which  she  paid  frankly  and  plentifully  to  her  de- 
ceased friend,  as  to  be  incapable  of  attending  to  the 
rites  of  hospitality  due  to  the  holy  visiter— who  was 
confessor  at  once,  and  Sub-Prior— mighty  in  all  re- 
Ujdoos  ai^d  secular  considerations,  so  lar  as  the  vas- 
saia  of  the  Monastery  were  interested. 

Her  barley-bread  had  been  toasted— her  choicest 
cask  of  home-brewed  ale  had  been  broached— her 
best  butter  had  been  placed  on  the  hall- table,  along 
with  her  most  savoury  ham  and  her  choicest  cheese, 
ere  she  abandoned  herself  to  the  extremity  of  sor- 
row ;  and  it  was  not  till  she  had  arranged  her  little 
repast  neatly  on  the  board,  that  she  sat  down  in  the 
chimney  comer,  threw  her  checked  apron  over  her 
bead,  and  gave  way  to  the  current  of  tears  and  sobs. 
In  this  there  was  no  grimace  or  affectation.  The 
good  daitie  held  the  honours  of  her  house  to  be  aa  es- 
sential a  duty,  especially  when  a  monk  was  her  visi- 
tant, as  an/  other  pressing  call  upon  her  conscience : 
Dor  until  tnese  were  suitaoly  attended  to  did  she  find 
herself  at  liberty  to  indulge  her  sonow  for  her  de- 
parted friend. 

When  ahe  was  conscious  of  the  Sub-Prior's  pre- 
sence, she  rose  with  the  same  sttention  to  his  recep- 
tion; but  he  declined  oil  the  offers  of  hospitality  with 
which  she  endeavoured  to  tempt  him.  Not  her  but- 
ter, as  yellow  as  gold,  and  the  oest  she  assured  him, 
that  was  made  in  the  patrimony  of  Saint  Mary— not 
thebarley-sconee,  which  "the  departed  saint,  God  sain 
her  I  used  to  say  were  so  good"— not  the  ale,  nor  any 
other  catea  which  poor  Elspeth' s  stores  afforded, 
couldprevail  on  the  Sub-Prior  to  break  his  fast. 

**  This  day,"  he  said,  "  I  must  not  taste  food  until 
tha  son  go  down,  happy  if^  in  so  doing,  I  can  expiate 
njr  own  neijigenca— happier  still,  if  my  sufiferingv  of 
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this  triiKng  nature,  undertaken  in  pure  faith  and  sin- 
gleness of  heart,  may  benefit  the  soul  of  the  deceased. 
Vet,  dame,"  he  added,  "  I  may  not  so  far  forget  the 
living  in  my  carea  for  the  dead,  as  to  leave  behind  roe 
that  book,  which  is  to  the  ignorant  what,  to  our  first 
parenta^  the  tree  of  Knowledge  of  Good  and  EvLL 
unhappily  proved— excellent  indeed  in  itself,  but  fatal 
because  used  by  those  to  whom  it  is  prohibited." 

"O,  blithely,  reverend  father,"  aaid  the  widow  of 
Simon  Glendinning,  "  will  I  give  you  the  book,  if  so 
be  I  can  wile  it  from  the  bairns ;  and  indeed,  poor 
things,  as  the  caae  standa  with  (nem  even  now,  you 
might  take  the  heart  out  of  their  bodies,  and  they 
never  find  it  out,  they  are  sae  begrutten."* 

"  Give  them  this  missal  instead,  good  dame,"  said 
the  Father,  drawing  from  his  pocket  one  which  was 
curiously  illuminated  with  psintings^  "and  I  will 
come  myseifl  or  send  one  at  a  fitting  time,  and  teach 
them  the  meaning  of  these  pictures." 

"The  bonny  images!"  said  Dame  Glendinning, 
forgetting  for  an  instant  her  grief  in  her  admiration  t 
"and  weel  I  wot,"  added  she,  "  it  is  another  sort  of 
a  book  than  the  poor  Lady  of  Avenera ;  and  blessed 
might  we  have  been  this  o^,  if  your  reverence  had 
found  the  way  up  the  glen,  instead  of  Father  Philip, 
though  the  Sacristan  is  a  powerful  man  too,  and 
epeaka  as  if  he  would  gar  the  house  fiy  abroad,  save 
that  the  walla  are  gey  thick.  Simon's  forbeara  (may 
he  and  they  be  blessed !)  took  care  of  that." 

The  monk  ordered  his  mule,  and  was  about  to  take 
his  leave ;  and  the  good  dame  was  still  delaying  him 
with  questions  about  the  funeral,  when  a  horseman, 
armed  and  accoutred,  rode  inlo  the  little  court-yard 
which  surrouoded  the  Keep. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

For  ilnee  thejr  roiQ  among  our  doors 
With  tpleiit  on  atMnld  and  nutjr  ipurs, 
Thsre  rrowt  no  iruit  into  our  lura ; 

Thtu  Mid  John  Upoa-land— BfSMfyntf  Mft 

Thb  Scottish  laws,  which  were  as  wisely  and 
judiciously  made  aa  they  were  carelessly  and  inef- 
fectually executed,  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  re- 
strain the  damage  done  to  agriculuire^  by  the  chiefs 
and  landed  {proprietors  retaining  in  their  service  what 
were  called  jack- men,  from  the  >acA:,  or  doublet  quilt- 
ed with  Iron,  which  they  wore  as  defensive  armour. 
These  military  retainers  conducted  themselves  with 
great  insolence  towards  the  industrious  part  of  the 
community— lived  in  a  great  measure  by  plunder,  and 
were  ready  to  execute  any  commands  of  their  master, 
however  unlawful.  In  adopting  this  mode  of  life, 
men  resigned  the  quiet  hopes  and  regular  labours  of 
industry,  for  an  unsettled,  precarious,  and  dangerous 
trade,  which  yet  had  such  charms  for  those  once 
accustomed  to  it,  that  they  became  incapable  of 
following  any  other.  Hence  the  com|)1aint  of  John 
Upland,  a  fictitious  character,  representing  a  country- 
man, into  whose  mouth  the  poets  of  the  day  put  their 
general  satirea  upon  men  and  manners: 

They  ride  about  io  lurh  a  rage 
Bjr  foTMt,  fVitli,  and  field. 

With  buckler,  bow,  and  brmnd. 
Lo  I  where  Ihoy  ride  out  through  the  rr*  t 
The  Devil  mot  larc  thecompnnjr. 

Quoth  John  tJp-oo-Iand. 

Christie  of  the  Clinthill,  the  horseman  who  now 
arrived  at  the  little  Tower  of  Glendearg,  waa  one  of 
the  hopeful  company  of  whom  the  poet  complains, 
as  was  indicated  by  his  "splent  on  spauld,"  (jron- 
plates  on  his  shoulder,)  his  rusted  spurs,  and  bis 
long  lance.  An  iron  skull-cup,  none  of  the  brightest, 
bore  for  distinction  a  sprig  of  the  holly,  which  waa 
Avenel's  badge.  A  loni?  two-edged  straight  sword, 
having  a  handle  made  or  polished  oak.  hung  down  by 
his  side.  The  meagre  condition  of  his  horse,  and 
the  wild  and  emaciated  look  of  the  rider,  showed 
their  occtipation  could  not  be  accounted  an  easy  or 
a  thriving  one.  He  saluted  Dame  Glendinning  with 
little  courtesy,  and  the  monk  with  less;  for  the  grow- 
ing disrespect  to  the  religious  orders  had  not  failed  to 
extend  itself  among  a  class  of  men  of  Buch  disorderly 
•  Jiffrsiim-OTarwepti 
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habits,  although  it  may  be  supposed  they  were  tolera- 
bly indi&rent  alike  to  the  new  or  the  ancient  doc- 
tnnes. 

"So.  our  ladv  is  dead.  Dame  Glendinning?**  said 
the  iackman ;  "  my  master  has  sent  you  even  now  a 
fat  bullock  for  her  mart— it  may  serve  for  her  funeral. 
I  have  left  him  in  the  upper  cleoch,  as  he  is  some- 
what kenspeckle,*  and  is  marked  both  vnth  cut  and 
bim— the  sooner  the  skin  is  ofi^  and  he  is  in  saultfat. 
the  less  like  you  am  to  have  trouble— you  understand 
me?  Let  me  have  a  peck  of  com  for  my  horse,  and 
beef  and  beer  for  myself,  for  I  must  go  on  to  the 
Monastery— though  I  think  this  monk  here  might  do 
mine  errand." 

"Thine  errand,  rude  man!"  said  the  Sub-Prior, 
knitting  his  brows 

"For  God's  sake!'*  cried  poor  Dame  GlendinninsL 
terrified  at  the  idea  of  a  quarrel  between  thern,— "O 
Christie!— it  is  the  Sub-Prior— O  reverend  sir,  it  is 
Christie  of  the  Clinthill,  the  laird's  chief  iackman ; 
ye  know  that  little  havings  can  be  expected  from  the 
like  o'  them.'* 

"  Are  vou  a  retainer  of  the  Laird  of  Avenel  V*  said 
the  monk,  addressing  himself  to  the  horseman,  "  and 
do  you  speak  thus  rudely  to  a  brother  of  Saint  Mary's, 
to  whom  thy  master  is  so  much  beholden?" 

"  He  means  to  be  yet  more  beholden  to  your  house. 
Sir  Monk,"  answered  the  fellow;  "forbearing  his 
sister-in-law,  the  widow  of  Walter  of  Avenel.  was 
on  her  death-bed,  he  sent  me  to  sav  to  the  Father 
Abbot  and  the  brethren,  that  he  will  nold  the  funeral 
feast  at  their  convent,  and  invites  himself  thereto, 
with  a  score  of  horse,  fend  some  friendflL  and  to  abide 
there  for  three  days  and  three  nights,— having  horse- 
meat  and  men's  meat  at  the  charge  of  the  communi- 
Sr ;  of  which  his  intention  he  sends  due  notice,  that 
tting  preparation  may  be  timously  mode." 

"  Fneno,"  said  the  Sub-Prior^  ^*  believe  not  that  I 
will  do  to  the  Father  Abbot  the  mdignity  of  deliver- 
ing such  an  errand.  Think'st  thou  the  goods  of  the 
church  were  bestowed  upon  her  by  holy  princes  and 
pious  nobles,  now  dead  and  gone,  to  be  consumed  in 
revelrjr  by  every  profligate  layman  who  numbers  in 
his  train  more  followers  than  he  can  support  by  honest 
means,  or  by  his  own  incomings?  Tell  thy  master, 
from  the  Sub-Prior  of  Saint  Mary'^  that  the  Primate 
hath  issued  his  commands  to  us,  that  we  submit  no 
longer  to  this  compulsory  exaction  of  hospitality  on 
slight  or  false  pretences.  Our  lands  and  goods  were 
given  to  relieve  pilgrims  and  pious  persons,  not  to 
feast  bands  of  rude  soldiers." 

"This  to  me!"  said  the  angry  spearman.  "  this  to 
me  and  to  my  master?- Look  to  yourself  then.  Sir 
Priest,  and  try  if  Ave  and  Credo  will  keep  bullocks 
from  wandering,  and  hay-stacks  from  burning." 
.  "  Dost  thou  menace  the  Holy  Church's  patrimony 
with  waste  and  fite-raising,"  said  the  Sub-Prior, 
"  and  that  in  the  fiice  of  the  sun  ?  I  call  on  all  who 
hear  me  to  bear  witness  to  the  words  this  ruffian  has 
spoken.  Remember  how  the  Lord  James  drowned 
such  as  you  by  scores  in  the  black  pool  at  Jeddart. 
To  him  and  to  the  Primate  will  I  complain."— The 
soldier  shifted  the  position  of  his  lance,  and  brought 
it  down  to  a  level  with  the  monk's  bodV. 

Dame  Glendinning  began  to  shriek  for  assistance. 
"Tibb  Tscket!  Martin!  where  be  ye  all ?— Christie, 
for  the  love  of  God,  consider  he  is  a  man  of  Holy 
Kiriil" 

"  I  care  not  for  his  spear,"  said  the  Sub-Prior;  "  if 
I  am  slain  in  defending  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
my  community,  the  Primate  wiU  know  now  to  take 
venffeance." 

"Let  him  look  to  himself,"  said  Christie,  but  at 
the  same  time  dg;>ositing  his  lance  against  the  wall 
of  the  tower;  "  if  the  Fife  men  spoke  true  who  came 
hither  with  the  Governor  in  the  last  raid.  Norman 
Leslie  has  him  at  feud,  and  is  like  to  set  him  hard. 
We  know  Norman  a  true  bloodhound,  who  will  never 

?{uit  the  slot.  But  I  had  no  desien  to  offend  the  holy 
ather,"  he  added,  thinking  pernaps  he  bad  gone  a 
little  too  far;  "  I  am  a  rude  man,  ored  to  lance  and 
■tuTup,  and  not  used  to  deal  with  book-lpamed  men 
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and  priests ;  and  I  am  willing  to  ask  his  forgiveness 
and  nis  blessing,  if  I  have  said  aught  amiss."^ 

"  For  Giod*8  sake,  your  reverence,"  said  the  widow 
of  Glendearg  apart  to  the  Sub-Prior, "  bestow  on  him 
your  for^veness— how  shall  we  poor  folk  sleep  in 
security  m  the  dark  nights,  if  the  Convent  is  at  feud 
with  such  men  as  he  is  ?" 

"  You  are  right,  dame,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  your 
safety  should^  and  must,  be  in  the  first  instance  con- 
sulted.—Soldier,  I  forgive  thee,  and  may  C3od  bkes 
thee,  and  send  thee  honesty  !*' 

Christie  of  the  Clinthill  made  on  nnwillinR  inclina- 
tion with  his  head,  and  muttered  apart,  "  That  is  as 
much  as  to  say,  God  send  thee  starvation. — But  now 
to  my  masters  demand,  Sir  Priest?  What  answer 
am  I  to  return?'* 

"  That  the  body  of  the  widow  of  Walter  of  Ayend," 
answered  the  father,  "  shall  be  interred  as  becomes 
her  rank,  and  in  the  tomb  of  her  valiant  hnsband. 
For  your  master's  proffered  visit  of  three  days,  with 
such  a  company  and  retinue,  I  have  no  authority  to 
replv  to  it ;  you  must  intimate  your  Chiefs  purpose 
to  tne  Reverend  Lord  Abbot.'* 

"  That  will  cost  me  a  farther  ride,*'  said  the  man. 
"  but  it  is  all  in  the  day's  work.— How  now.  my  lad,' 
said  he  to  Halbert  who  was  handling  the  long  lanoe 
which  he  had  laid  aside ;  "  how  do  you  like  such  a 
plaything?- will  you  go  with  me,  and  be  a  moss- 
trooper?" 

"  The  Saints  in  their  mercy  forbid !"  said  the  poor 
mother;  and  then,  afraid  of  having  displeased  Christie 
by  the  vivscity  of  her  exclamation,  she  followed  it  up 
by  explaining,  that  since  Simon's  death  she  could  not 
look  on  a  spear  or  a  bow,  or  any  implement  of  de- 
struction, without  trembling. 

"  Pshaw !"  answered  Christie^ "  thou  sbonldst  take 
another  husband,  dame,  and  dnve  such  follies  out  of 
thy  thoughts— what  sayst  thou  to  such  a  strapping 
lad  ar  I  ?  Why,  this  oW  tower  of  thine  is  fencible 
enough,  and  there  is  no  want  of  cleuchs,  and  crags, 
and  bogfs  and  thickets,  if  one  was  set  hard;  a  man 
might  bide  here,  and  keep  his  half-score  of  lads,  and 
as  many  geldings,  and  live  on  what  he  could  lay  his 
hand  on,  end  be  kind  to  thee,  old  wench." 

"  Alas !  Master  Christie,*'  said  the  matron,  *'  &at 
you  should  talk  to  a  lone  woman  in  such  a  fashion, 
and  death  in  the  house  brides  !'* 

"  Lone  woman !— why,  that  is  the  very  reason  thon 
shouldst  take  a  mate.  Thy  old  friend  is  dead,  why, 
good— choose  thou  another  of  somewhat  tougher 
frame,  and  that  will  not  die  of  the  pip  like  a  young 
chicken.— Better  still— Come,  dame,  let  me  have 
something  to  eat,  and  we  will  talk  more  of  this.** 

Dame  Elspeth,  though  she  well  knew  the  character 
of  the  man,  whom  in  fact  she  both  disliked  and  feared, 
could  not  help  simpering  at  the  personal  address  which 
he  thought  proper  to  make  to  her.  She  whispered  to 
the  Sub-Pnor,  "  Ony  thing  just  to  keep  him  ^uiet" 
and  went  into  the  tower  to  set  before  the  soldiier  the 
food  he  desired,  trusting,  betwixt  good  cheer  and  the 
power  of  her  own  charms,  to  kec^  Christie  of  the 
Clinthill  so  well  amused,  that  the  altercation  betwixt 
him  and  the  holy  father  should  not  be  renewed. 

The  Sub-Prior  was  equally  unwilling  to  haxara  anv 
unnecessary  rupture  between  the  community  and  sucn 
a  person  as  Julian  of  Avenel.  He  was  sensible  that 
moderation,  as  well  as  firmness,  was  necessary  to 
support  the  tottering  cause  of  the  Church  of  Rome; 
and  that,  contrary  to  former  times,  the  quarrels  be- 
twixt the  clergy  and  laity  had,  in  the  present,  usually 
terminated  to  the  advantage  of  the  latter.  He  re- 
solved, therefore,  to  avoid  farther  strife  by  withdraw- 
ing, but  failed  not,  in  the  first  place,  to  possess  him- 
self of  the  volume  which  the  Sacristan  carried  off 
the  evening  before,  and  which  had  been  returned  to 
the  glen  in  such  a  marvellous  manner. 

Edward,  the  younger  of  Dame  El8peth*s  hoys^ 
made  great  objections  to  the  book  being  removed, 
in  which  Mary  would  probably  have  joined,  but  that 
she  was  now  in  her  little  sleeping-chamber  with  Tibb, 
who  was  exerting  her  simple  skill  to  console  the 
young  Isdj  for  her  mother's  death.  But  the  younger 
Glendinning  stood  up  in  defence  of  her  property^  and, 
with  a  positiveness  which  had  hitherto  made  no  part 
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of  his  ohmcter,  declared,  that  now  the  kind  lady  was 
dead,  the  book  was  Maiys,  and  no  one  but  Mary 
should  have  it. 

"  But  if  it  is  not  a  fit  book  for  Mary  to  read,  my 
dear  boy,"  said  the  Father  gently,  "  you  would  not 
wish  it  to  remain  with  her?^ 

"  The  lady  read  it,"  answered  the  young  champion 
of  property;  "  and  so  it  could  not  be  wrong— it  shall 
not  be  taken  away.— I  wonder  where  Halbert  is  ?— 
listening  to  the  bravading  tales  of  gay  Christie,  I 
reckon— he  is  alwitys  wishing  for  fighting,  and  now 
he  is  out  of  the  way." 

"  Why,  Edward,  you  would  not  fight  with  me,  who 
am  both  a  priest  and  an  old  manf^ 

"If  you  were  as  good  a  priest  as  the  Pope,"  said 
the  boy,  "  and  as  old  as  the  hills  to  boot,  you  shall 
not  carry  away  Mary's  book  without  her  leave.  I 
will  do  battle  for  it." 

"  But  see  you,  my  love,"  said  the  monk,  amused 
with  the  resolute  friendship  manifested  by  the  boy, 
**  I  do  not  take  it ;  I  only  borrow  it ;  and  I  leave  m 
its  place  my  own  gay  missal,  as  a  pledgb  I  will  bring 
it  back  again." 

Edwaiti  opened  the  missal  with  eager  curiosity, 
and  glanced  at  the  pictures  with  which  it  was  illus- 
trated. "  Saint  Qeorge  and  the  dragon— Halbert  will 
IdKe  that ;  and  Saint  Michael  brandishing  his  sword 
over  the  bead  of  the  Wicked  One— and  that  will  do 
for  Halbert  too.  And  see  the  Saint  John  leading  his 
lamb  in  the  wilderness,  with  his  little  cross  made  of 
reeds,  and  his  scrip  snd  stafiF— that  shall  be  my  favour- 
ite; aind  where  shall  we  find  one  for  poor  MaiY?— liere 
13  a  beautiful  woman  weeping  and  lamenting  herself." 

"  That  is  Saint  Marv  Magdalen  r€|)enting  of  her 
sin&,  my  dear  boy,"  said  the  Father. 

"  That  wrill  not  suit  our  Mary ;  for  she  commits  no 
faults,  and  is  never  angry  wiui  us,  but  when  we  do 
something  wrons." 

"  Then,^'  said  the  Father,  "  I  will  show  you  a  Mary, 
who  will  protect  her  and  you,  and  all  good  children. 
See  bow  fairly  she  is  represented,  with  ner  gown  co- 
vered with  golden  stars." 

The  boy  was  lost  in  wonder  at  the  portrait  of  the 
Vir^,  which  the  Sub-Prior  turned  up  to  him. 

"This,"  he  said,  " is  really  like  our  sweet  Mary; 
and  I  thmk  I  will  let  you  take  awajr  the  black  book, 
that  has  no  snch  goodly  shows  in  it,  and  leave  this 
for  Mary  instead.  But  you  must  promise  to  bring 
back  the  book,  good  Father— for  now  I  think  upon 
it,  Mary  may  like  that  best  which  was  her  mothers." 

"  I  will  certainly  return,"  said  the  monk,  evading 
his  answer,  "  and  perhans  I  may  teach  you  to  write 
and  read  such  beautifiil  letters  as  you  see  there  writ- 
ten, and  to  paint  them  blue,  green,  and  yellow,  and 
to  blazon  them  with  gold." 

"  Ay,  and  to  make  such  figures  as  these  blessed 
Sstntk  and  especially  these  two  Marysl"  said  the  boy. 

**  With  their  blessing,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "I  canj 
teach  you  that  art  too,  so  far  as  I  am  myself  capable 
of  showing,  and  you  of  learning  it." 

*'  Thcn."^  said  Edward,  "  wQl  I  paint  Mary's  pic- 
tore— ana  remember  you  are  to  bring  back  the  black 
book ;  that  you  must  promise  me." 

The  Sub-Prior,  anxious  to  get  nd  of  the  boy's 
pertinacity,  and  to  set  forward  on  his  return  to  the 
convent,  without  having  atiy  farther  interview  with 
Christio  the  ^lloper,  answered  by  giving  the  promise 
Edward  required,  mounted  his  mule,  and  set  forth  on 
hie  return  homeward. 

The  November  day  was  well  spent  ere  the  Sub- 
Prior  resumed  his  journey ;  for  the  difficulty  of  the 
road,  and  the  various  delays  which  he  had  met  with 
at  the  tower,  had  detained  him  longer  than  he  pro- 
posed. A  chill  easterly  wind  was  sighing  among 
the  withered  leaves,  ana  stripping  them  fi-om  the  hold 
they  had  yet  retained  on  the  parent  trees. 

^Even  so,"  said  the  monk,  **  our  prospects  in  this 
vale  of  time  grow  more  disconsolate  as  the  stream  of 
years  passes  on.  Little  have  I  gained  by  my  journey, 
saving  the  certainty  that  heresy  is  busy  among  us 
with  more  than  his  usual  activity^  and  that  the  spirit 
of  insulting  religious  orders^  and  plundering  the 
Church's  property,  so  general  in  the  eastern  districts 
of  Sootland,  has  now  come  nearer  home," 
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.  The  tread  of  a  horse  which  came  up  behind  hira, 
interrupted  his  reverie,  and  he  soon  saw  he  was 
mounted  by  the  same  wild  rider  whom  he  had  left 
at  the  tower. 

V  Good  even,  my  son,  and  benedicite."  said  the  Sub- 
Prior  as  he  passed;  but  the  rude  soldier  scarce  ac- 
knowledge the  greetmg  by  bending  his  head;  and 
dashing  the  spurs  mto  his  horee,  went  on  at  a  pace 
which  eoon  left  the  monk  and  his  mule  far  behind. 

And  ther^"  thought  the  Sub-Prior,  "  goes  another 
plague  of  the  umes— a  fellow  whose  birth  designed 
1  °*  ^^,_cul^vate  the  earth,  but  who  is  perverted,  by 
the  unhallowed  and  unchristian  divisions  of  the  coun- 
ty, into  a  darmg  dissolute  robber.  The  barons  of 
Scotland  are  now  turned  masterfiil  thieves  and  ruf- 
fians oppressing  the  poor  by  violence,  and  wasting 
the  Church,  by  extorting  free  quarters  firom  abb^s 
and  pnories,  without  either  shame  or  reason.— I  fear 
me  I  shall  be  too  late  to  counsel  the  Abbot  to  make  a 
stand  against  these  daring  *om«r**— I  must  make 
haste. ;  He  struck  his  mule  with  his  riding-wand 
accordingly ;  but  instead  of  mending  her  pace,  the 
ammal  suddenly  started  fipim  the  path,  and  tne  rider's 
utmost  efiorts  could  not  force  her  forward. 
.•  -^1  ^*??«  .^^  infected  with  the  spirit  of  the 
times'?  said  the  Sub-Pnor ;  "  thou  wen  wont  to  be 
re?dy  and  serviceable,  and  art  now  as  restive  as  any 
wild  jack-man  or  smbbom  heretic  of  them  all." 

While  he  was  contending  with  the  startled  animal, 
a  voice  like  that  of  a  female,  chanted  in  his  ear,  or  at 
least  very  close  to  it, 

"Good  ervninr, 8ir PriMt,  and  to  late a«7oo ride 
With  Tour  vanm  m>  fair,  and  jrour  mamlo  io  wide ; 
But  ride  you  throuf  h  valley,  or  ride  rou  o'er  hilJ, 
There  i«  one  that  has  warrant  to  wait  oo  you  atilL 

Back,  back, 

The  volume  black  I 
I  have  a  warrant  to  etm?  it  baok." 

"nie  Sub-Prior  looked  around,  but  neither  bnsh  nor 
brake  was  near,  which  could  conceal  an  ambushed 
songstress.  "  May  our  Lady  have  mercy  on  me  1" 
he  said ;  '*  I  trust  my  senses  have  not  forsaken  mfr* 
yet  how  my  thoughts  should  arrange  themselves 
into  rhymes  which  I  despise,  and  music  which  I  care 
not  for,  or  why  there  should  be  the  sound  of  a  female 
voice  in  ears,  to  which  its  melody  has  been  so  long 
mdinerent,  baffles  my  comprehension^  and  almost 
realixes  the  vision  ot  Philip  the  Sacnstan.— Come, 
good  mule,  betake  thee  to  the  path,  and  let  us  hence 
while  our  judgment  serves  us.'' 

But  the  mule  stood  as  if  it  had  been  rooted  to  the 
spot,  backed  from  the  point  to  which  it  was  pressed 
by  its  rider,  and  by  her  ears  laid  dose  into  her  neck, 
and  her  eyes  almost  starting  from  their  sockets,  tes- 
tified that  she  was  under  great  terror. 

While  the  Sub-Prior,  bv  alternate  threats  and  sooth- 
ing, endeavoured  to  reclaim  the  wayward  animal  to 
her  duty,  the  wild  musical  voice  was  again  heard 
close  beside  him.     . 

"  What  ho  f  Sub-Prior,  and  came  you  but  here 
To  conjure  a  book  fhmi  a  dead  woman's  biert 
Sain  you.  and  save  you,  be  wary  and  wise. 
Ride  back  witli  the  book,  or  you'll  pay  for  your  prize. 

Back,  back, 

There's  daatli  in  the  track  I 
In  the  name  of  my  master,  I  bid  thee  bear  back." 

"  In  the  name  of  bit  Master,"  said  the  astonished 
monk.  "  that  name  before  which  all  things  created 
tremble,  I-  conjure  thee  to  say  what  thou  art  diat 
hauntest  me  thus  7" 

The  same  voice  replied, 

"  That  which  is  neither  ill  nor  well, 
That  which  belones  not  to  Heaven  nor  to  hell, 
A  wreath  of  the  mist,  a  bubble  of  the  stream, 
Twixt  a  waking  thought  and  a  sleepinf  dream ; 

A  form  that  men  tpy 

With  the  half-shut  eye, 
In  the  beams  of  the  setting  sun,  am  L" 

"  This  is  more  than  simple  fantasy,"  said  the  Sub- 
Prior,  rousing  himself;  though,  notwithstanding  the 

•  To  sonu.  in  Scotland,  is  to  exact  f^  quartern  against  the 
will  of  the  landlord.  It  is  declared  equivalent  to  theft,  by  a 
statute  passed  in  the  year  1446.  The  great  chieftains  oppressed 
the  Monasteries  veiy  much  by  exactions  of  this  nature.  Tha 
community  of  Aberbrothwiek  complained  of  an  Earl  of  Augua, 
I  think,  wh<f  was  in  the  regular  habit  of  visiting  them  once 
with  a  train  of  a  thousand  horse,  and  abiding  till  the 
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natural  hardihood  of  his  temper,  the  •enmble  pre- 
sence of  a  supernatural  being  so  near  him,  failed  not 
to  make  his  blood  run  cold  and  his  hair  bristle.  I 
charce  thee,"  he  said  aloud,  "be  thine  errand  what 
it  win,  to  depart  and  trouble  roe  no  more !— False 
spirit,  thou  cansf  not  appal  any  save  those  who  do 
the  work  negligently." 
The  voice  immediately  answered : 

"  Vainly,  Sir  Prior,  would«t  thou  bar  me  my  right  I 
Like  tlus  atar  when  it  Bhoota,  I  can  dart  throuch  the  nlflil ; 
I  can  dance  on  the  torrent  and  ride  on  the  air, 
And  travel  the  worid  with  Uie  bonny  nightmare. 

Again,  a?ain, 

At  thtf  crook  of  the  glen. 
\V^eit)  bicker*  the  buroie,  I'll  meet  Uiee  again." 

The  road  was  now  apparently  left  open:  for  the 
mule  collected  herself,  and  changed  from  her  posture 
of  terror  to  one  which  promised  advance,  although  a 
proftise  perspiration,  and  general  trembling  of  the 
joints,  indicated  the  bodily  terror  she  had  undergone. 

"  I  used  to  doubt  the  existence  of  Cabalists  and 
Rosicrucians,"  thought  the  Sub-Prior,  "but,  by  my 
Holy  Order,  I  know  no  longer  what  to  say !— My 
pulse  beats  temperately— my,  hand  is  cool— I  am  fast- 
ing from  every  thing  but  sin,  and  possessed  of  my 
ordinary  faculties— Either  some  fiend  is  permitted  to 
bewilder  me,  or  the  tales  of  Cornelius  Agrippa,  Par- 
acelsus, and  others  who  treat  of  occult  philosophy, 
are  not  without  foundation.— At  the  crook  of  the 
glen  7  I  could  have  desired  to  avoid  a  second  meet- 
ing, but  I  am  on  the  service  of  the  chtu-ch,  and  the 
gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  me." 

He  moved  forward  accordingly,  but  with  precau- 
tion, and  not  without  fear;  for  ne  neither  knew  the 
manner  in  which,  or  the  place  where,  his  journey 
might  be  next  interrupted  by  his  invisible  attendant. 
He  descended  the  glen  without  interruption  for  about 
a  mile  farther,  when,  just  at  the  spot  wnere  the  brook 
approached  the  steep  hill,  with  a  winding  so  abrupt 
as  to  leave  scarcely  room  for  a  horse  to  pass,  the 
mule  was  ajgain  visited  with  the  same  symptoms  of 
terror  which  had  before  interrupted  her  course.  Bet- 
ter acquainted  than  before  with  the  cause  of  her  rest- 
iveness,  the  Priest  employed  no  effort  to  make  her 

Eroceed,  but  addressed  himself  to  the  ^ect,  which 
e  doubted  not  was  the  same  that  had  formerly  in- 
terrupted him,  in  the  words  of  solemn  exorcism  pre- 
scribed by  the  church  of  Rome  on  such  occasions. 
In  reply  to  bis  demand,  the  voice  agoin  sung  :— 

"  Men  of  good  are  bold  w  sacklen,* 
Men  of  rade  are  wild  and  reckleu. 

Lie  tbon  atill 

Id  the  nook  of  the  hill, 
For  those  be  before  thee  that  with  thee  til." 

While  the  Sub-Prior  listened,  with  his  head  turned 
in  the  direction  from  which  the  sounds  seemed  to 
come,  he  felt  as  if, something  rushed  against  him: 
and  ere  he  could  discover  the  cause,  he  was  pushed 
from  his  saddle  with  gentle  out  irresistible  force. 
Before  he  reached  the  ground  his  senses  were  gone, 
and  he  lay  long  in  h  state  of  insensibilitv ;  for  the 
sunset  had  not  ceased  to  gild  the  top  of  the  distant 
hill  when  befell- and  when  he  again  became  con- 
scious of  existence,  the  pale  moon  was  gleaming  on 
the  landscape.  He  aw^ened  in  a  stale  of  terror, 
from  which,  for  a  few  minutes,  he  found  it  difiJcult 
to  shake  himself  free.  At  length  he  sate  up  on  the 
grass,  and  became  sensible,  oy  repeated  exertion, 
that  the  only  personal  ir^jury  which  he  had  sustained 
was  the  numbness  arising  from  extreme  cold.  The 
motion  of  something  near  him  made  the  blood  again 
run  to  his  heart,  ana  by  a  sudden  effort  he  started  up, 
and  looking  around  aaw  to  his  relief  tha  the  noise 
was  occasioned  by  the  footsteps  of  his  own  mule. 
The  peaceable  animal  had  remained  quietly  beside  her 
master  during  his  trance,  browsing  on  the  grass 
which  grew  plentifully  in  that  sequestered  nook. 

With  some  exertion  he  collected  himself,  remounted 
the  animal,  and  meditating  upoii  bis  wild  adventure, 
descended  the  glen  till  its  Junction  with  the  broader 
valley  through  which  the  Tweed  winds.  The  draw- 
bridge was  readily  dropped  at  his  first  stimmons ;  and 
§0  much  had  ho  won  upon  the  heart  of  fhe  churlish 
•  SaeUi$t-Umoo9nL 


warden,  that  Peter  Appeared  himself  with  a  lantern  t^ 
show  the  Sub-Prior  nis  way  over  the  perilous  pan. 

"  By  my  sooth,  sir,"  he  said,  holding  the  light  up 
to  Father  Eustace's  face,  "you  look  sorely  travelled 
and  deadly  pale— but  a  httle  matter  serves  to  weary 
out  you  men  of  the  cell.  I  now  who  speak  to  you— 
I  have  ridden— before  I  was  perched  up  here  on  this 
pillar  betwixt  wind  and  water— it  may  be  thirty  Scots 
miles  before  I  broke  my  fast,  and  have  had  the  red  o( 
a  bramble  rose  in  my  cheek  all  the  while— But  will 
you  taste  some  food,  or  a  cup  of  distilled  waters  T* 

"  I  may  ndt  "  said  Father  Eustace,  "  being  under  a 
vow;  but  I  tnank  you  for  your  kindness,  and  pray 
you  to  give  what  I  may  not  accept  to  the  next  poor 
pilgrim  who  comes  hither  pale  and  fainting,  for  so  it 
shall  be  the  better  both  with  him  here,  andf  with  you 
herenfler."  .„  ,        „     . , 

"  By  my  faith,  and  I  will  do  so,"  said  Peter  Bndge^ 
Ward,  "  even  for  thy  sake— It  is  strange  now,  how 
this  Sub-Prior  gets  round  one's  heart  more  than  the 
rest  of  these  cowled  gentry,  that  think  of  nothing  but 
quaffing  and  stuffing  I— Wife,  I  say— wife,  we  will 
give  a  cup  of  distilled  waters  and  a  crust  of  bread 
unto  the  next  pilgrim  that  comes  over;  and  ve  mar 
keep  for  the  purpose  the  grunds  of  the  last  greyDeard,T 
and  the  ill-baked  bannock  which  the  bairns  couldna 
eat." 

While  Peter  issued  these  charitable,  and,  at  thesama 
time,  prudent  injunctions,  the  Sub-Prior,  whose  mihl 
interference  had  awaked  the  Bridge- Ward  to  such  an 
act  of  unwonted  generosity,  was  pacing  onward  to 
the  Monastery.  In  the  way,  he  nad  to  commune 
with  and  subdue  his  own  reoellious  heart,  an  enemy, 
he  was  sensible,  flEU)re  formidable  than  any  which  the 
external  powers  of  Satan  could  place  in  his  way. 

Father  Eustace  had  indeed  strong  temptation  to 
suppress  the  extraordinary  incident  which  had  be> 
fallen  him,  which  he  was  the  more  rductant  to  con- 
fess, because  he  had  passed  so  severe  a  judgment  tqx>Q 
Father  Philip,  who,  as  he  was  now  not  unwilling  to 
allow,  had,  on  his  return  from  Glendearg,  eticoun* 
tered  obstacles  somewhat  similar  to  his  own.  Of 
this  the  Sub-Prior  was  the  more  convinced,  when, 
feeling  in  his  bosom  for  the  Book  which  he  had 
brought  off  from  the  Tower  of  Glendearg,  he  found 
it  was  amissing,  which  he  cduld  only  account  for 
by  supposing  it  nad  been  stolen  from  him  during  hia 
trance. 

**  If  I  confess  this  strange  visitation,"  thought  the 
Sub-Prior,  "  I  become  the  ridicule  of  all  my  brethren 
—I  whom  the  Primate  sent  hither  to  be  a  watch,  aa 
it  were,  and  a  check  upon  their  follies.  I  give  the 
Abbot  an  advantage  over  me  which  I  shall  nerer 
again  recover,  and  Heaven  only  knows  how  be  may 
abuse  it,  in  his  foolish  simplicity,  to  the  dishonour 
and  loss  of  Holy  Kirk.— But  then,  if  I  make  not 
true  confession  of  my  shame,  with  what  face  can  I 
again  presume  to  admonish  or  restrain  others?— 
Avow,  proud  heart,"  continued  h<^  addressing  himsdf, 
"  that  the  weal  of  Holy  Church  interests  thee  leea  is 
this  matter  than  thine  own  humiliation— Yea,  Hea- 
ven has  punished  thee  even  in  that  point  in  which 
thou  didst  deem  thyaelf  most  strong,  in  thy  spiritual 
pride  and  thy  carnal  wisdom.  Thou  hast  laughed  at 
and  derided  the  inerpen^ice  of  thy  brethren— stoop 
thyself  in  turn  to  their  derision— tell  vd^at  they  may 
not  believe— affirm  that  which  they  will  ascnbe  to 
idle  fear,  or  perhaps  to  idle  falsehood— sustain  the 
disgrace  of  a  silly  visionary,  or  a  wilful  deceiver. — Be 
it  so ;  I  will  do  my  duty,  and  make  ample  confession 
to  my  Superior.  If  the  discharge  of  this  duty  do* 
stroys  my  usefulness  in  this  hoti8e,God  and  our  Lady 
will  send  me  where  I  can  better  serve  them." 

There  was  no  little  merit  in  the  resolution  thus 
piously  and  generously  formed  by  Fatlw  Eustac*. 
To  men  of  any  rank  the  esteem  of  their  order  is 
naturally  most  dear :  but  in  the  monastic  establiah- 
ment,  cut  ofij  as  the  orethren  are,  from  other  obiecta 
of  ambiiipn,  as  well  as  from  all  exterior  friendship 
and  relationship,  the, place  which  they  hold  in  the 
opinion  of  each  other  is  all  in  all. 

But  the  consciousness  how  much  he  should  rejoice 
the  Abbot  and  most  of  the  other  monks  of  Saint 
t  An  oldfaahioaod  name  for  an  earthoo  jar  for  hoIUing  apirita. 


Chat.  X.] 


THE  M0NASTE31T. 


86 


MMrfUf  who  were  impatient  of  the  unauthorized,  yet 
irresiBtible  control,  which  he  was  wont  to  exercise  in 
the  affairs  of  the  convent,  by  a  confession  which 
would  put  him  in  a  ludicrous,  or  perhaps  even  in  a 
criminal  point  of  view,  could  not  weigh  with  Father 
Eustace  in  comparison  with  the  task  which  his 
belief  enjoined. 

As,  strong  in  his  feelings  of  duty,  he  approached 
the  exterior  gate  of  the  Monastery,  he  was  surprised 
to  see  torches  gleaming,  and  men  assembled  around 
it,  some  on  horseback,  some  on  foot,  while  several 
of  the  monks,  distinguished  through  the  night  by 
their  white  scapularies,  were  making  themselves  busv 
among  the  crowd.  The  Sub-Prior  was  received  with 
a  unanimous  shotit  of  joy,  which  st  once  made  him 
sensible  that  he  had  himself  been  the  object  of  their 
anxiety. 

'"There  he  isl  there  he  is  I  Ood  be  thanked— there 
he  is.  haie  and  fear !"  exclaimed  the  vassals;  while  the 
monks  exclaim^  "  Te  Deum  laudamus— the  blood 
of  thy  servants  is  precious  in  thy  sight !" 

"  what  is  the  matter,  children?  what  is  the  mat- 
ter, my  brethren  7"  said  Father  Eustace,  dismoutit- 
tog  at  the  gate. 

^*  Nay,  brother,  if  thou  know'st  not,  we  will  not 
tell  thee  till  thoo  art  in  the  refectory,"  answered  the 
monks :  ''  Suffice  it  that  the  Lord  Aobot  had  ordered 
these,  oar  zealous  and  faithful  vassals,  instantly  to 
set  forth  to  guard  thee  from  imminent  peril— Ye  may 
ungirth  your  horses,  children^  and  diaxniss;  and,  to- 
morrow, each  who  was  at  this  rendezvous  may  send 
to  tike  convent  kitchen  for  a  quarter  of  a  yard  of  roast- 
bei^  and  a  black-jack  full  oi  double  ale.^'* 

The  vassals  dispersed  with  joyful  acclamation,  and 
the  monks,  with  equal  jubilee,  conducted  the  Sub- 
Pnor  into  th» refectory. 


CHAPTER    X. 


Bflrswaatand 

Voaodwat  and  well,  mar  Heaven's  hich  name  be  blosi'd  for't  I 
Am  cnt,  era  treason  couch'd  a  lance  ogniott  us.— Dsckbb. 

No  sooner  was  the  Sub-Prior  hurried  into  the  re- 
fectory by  his  rejoicing  companions,  than  the  first 
person  on  whom  he  fixed  his  eye  proved  to  be  Chris- 
tie of  the  Clinthill.  He  was  seated  in  the  chimney- 
comer^  fettered  and  guarded,  his  features  drawn  into 
that  air  of  sulk^  and  turbid  resolution  with  which 
those  hardened  m  guilt  are  accustomed  to  view  the 
amKoach  of  punishment.  But  as  the  Sub-Prior  drew 
near  to  him,  his  fsce  assumed  a  more  wild  and  star- 
tled expression,  while  he  exclaimed—"  The  devil  I  the 
devil  himsell^  brings  the  dead  back  upon  the  living !" 

"  Nay^"  said  a  monk  to  him,  "  say  rather,  that  Our 
Lady  foils  the  attemots  of  the  wicked  on  her  faithful 
servants— OUT  dear  brother  lives  and  moves." 

**  Lives  and  moves  F'  said  the  ruffian,  rising  and 
sfaoiSiDg  towsids  the  Sub-Prior  as  well  as  his  chains 
would  p^mit :  "  nay,  then  I  will  never  trust  ashen 
shaft  abd  steel  point  more— It  is  even  so,"  he  added, 
as  he  gazed  on  the  Sub-Prior  with  astonishment; 
*'  neither  wem  nor  wound— not  as  much  as  a  rent  in 
his  frock!" 

"And  whence  should  my  wound  have  come?"  said 
Father  Eustace. 

**From  the  good  lance  that  never  failed  me  be- 
fore/* replied  Cnnstie  of  the  Clinthill. 

"Heaven  absolve  thee  for  thy  purpose!"  said  the 
Sob-Prior :  "  wouldst  thou  have  slain  a  servant  of 
the  altar  r 

"To  choose!"  answered  Christie;  "the  Fifemen 
say,  an  the  whole  pack  of  ye  were  slain,  there  were 
more  lost  at  Flodden." 

"  Villain !  art  thou  heretic  as  well  as  murderer  1" 

"  Not  I,  by  Saint  Gile&"  replied  the  rider;  "I  lis- 
tened blithely  enough  to  the  Laird  of  Monance,  when 
be  toU  me  ye  were  all  cheats  and  knaves ;  but  when 
he  would  have  had  me  go  hear  one  Wiseheart,  a  gos- 
peUer,  as  th^  call  him,  he  might  as  well  have  per- 

*  It  was  one  of  the  few  reminiscences  of  Old  Parr,  or  Henrjr 
Jeokina,  I  furfet  which,  that,  at  some  conrent  in  the  veteran's 
■eigliboazlMod,  the  eoararaoitr,  before  the  dissolution,  used  to 
dole  oat  nNuM^Mf  ^7  the  metrawof  fiMt  wyl  jrvds. 


susded  the  wild  colt  that  had  Aung  one  rider,  to  kneel 
down  and  help  another  into  the  soddle." 

"  There  is  some  goodness  about  him  yet,"  said  the 
Sacristan  to  the  Abbot,  who  at  that  moment  entered 
— "  Ho  refused  to  hear  a  heretic  preacher." 

"  The  better  for  him  in  the  next  world,"  answered 
the  Abbot.  "  Prepare  for  death,  my  son— we  deliver 
thee  over  to  the  secular  arm  of  our  bailie,  for  execu- 
tion on  the  Gallow-hill  by  peep  of  light." 

"Amen!"  said  the  rutnan;  "'tis  the  end  I  must 
have  come  by  sooner  or  later— and  what  core  I  whe- 
ther I  feed  the  crows  at  Saint  Mary's  or  at  Carlisle T* 

"  Let  me  implore  vour  reverend  patience  for  an  in- 
stant," said  the  Sub-^rior;  "  until  I  shall  inquire" 

"What!"  exclaimed  the  Abbot,  observing  him'  for 
the  first  time—  "Our  dear  brother  restored  to  us  when 
his  life  was  unhoped  for !— nay,  kneel  not  to  a  sinner 
like  me— stand  up — thou  hast  my  blessing.  When 
this  villain  came  to  the  gat&  accused  by  his  own  evil 
conscience,  and  crying  out  ne  had  murdered  thee,  I 
thought  that  the  pillar  of  our  main  aisle  had  fallen- 
no  more  shall  a  life  so  precious  be  exposed  to  such 
risks,  as  occur  in  this  Boitler  country;  no  longer 
shall  one  beloved  and  rescued  of  Heaven  hold  so  low 
a  station  in  the  church  as  that  of  a  poor  Sub-Prior 
—I  will  write  bv  express  to  the  Primate  for  thy  speedy 
removal  and  advancement." 

"Nay,  but  let  me  understand."  said  the  Sub-Prior; 
"  did  the  soldier  say  that  he  had  slain  me  7" 

"  That  he  had  transfixed  you,"  answered  the  Abbot, 
"in  full  career  with  his  lance— but  it  seems  he  had 
taken  an  indifiierent  aim.  But  no  sooner  didst  thou 
fall  to  the  ground  mortally  gored,  as  he  deemed,  with 
his  weapon,  than  our  blessed  Patroness  appeared  to 
him,  as  he  averred" 

"  I  averred  no  such  thing,"  said  the  prisoner ;  "  I 
said  a  woman  in  whit«  interrupted  me,  as  I  was 
about  to  examine  the  priest's  cassock,  for  they  an 
usually  well  lined— she  had  a  bulrush  in  her  hand, 
with  one  touch  of  which  she  struck  me  from  my 
horse^  as  I  might  strike  down  a  cliild  of  four  years 
old  with  an  iron  mace— and  then,  like  a  singing  fiend 
as  she  was,  she  sung  to  me, 

■*  Thank  the  holIr-biiBh 
That  nods  on  thy  brow ;      ^ 

Or  with  this  slender  nulk 
I  had  strangled  thee  now.' 

I  gathered  myself  up  with  fear  and  difficulty,  threw 
myself  on  my  horse,  and  came  hither  Uke  a  fool  to 
get  myself  hanged  for  a  rogue." 

"Thou  seest,  honoured  brother,"  said  the  Abbot  to 
the  Sub- Prior,  "in  what  favour  thou  art  with  our 
blessed  Patroness,  that  she  herself  becomes  the  guar- 
dian of  thy  paths— Not  since  the  days  of  our  blessed 
fbtmder  hath  she  shown  such  grace  to  any  one.  All 
unworthy  were  we  to  hold  spiritual  superiority  over 
thee,  and  we  pray  thee  to  prepare  for  thy  speedy  re- 
moval to  Aberbrothwick.' 

"Alas!  my  lord  and  father,"  said  the  Sub-Prior, 
"  your  words  pierce  my  very  soul.  Under  the  seal  of 
confession  will  I  presently  tell  thee  why  I  conceive 
myself  rather  the  baffled  sport  of  a  spirit  of  another 
sort,  than  the  protected  favourite  of  the  heavenly  pow- 
ers. But  first  let  me  ask  this  unhappy  man  a  question 
or  two." 

"  Do  as  ye  list,"  replied  the  Abbot—"  but  you  shall 
not  convince  me  that  it  is  fitting  you  remain  in  this 
inferior  office  in  the  convent  of  Saint  Mary." 

"  I  would  ask  of  this  poor  man,"  said  Father  Eus- 
tacci  "  for  what  purpose  lie  nourished  the  thought  of 
putting  to  death  one  who  never  did  him  evil  7" 

"  Ay !  but  thou  didst  menace  me  with  evil,"  said 
the  ruffian,  "  and  no  one  but  a  fool  is  menaced  twice. 
Dost  thou  not  remember  what  you  said  touching  the 
Primate  and  Lord  James,  and  the  black  pool  of  Jed- 
wood  1  Didst  thou  think  me  fool  enough  to  wait  till 
thou  hadst  betrayed  me  to  the  sack  and  the  fork  1 
There  were  small  wisdom  in  that,  methinks— as  little 
as  in  coming  hither  to  tell  my  own  misdeeds— I  think 
the  devil  was  in  me  when  I  took  this  road— I  might 
have  remembered  the  proverb,  *  Never  Friar  forgot 
feud.'" 

"And  it  was  solely  for  that— for  that  only  hasty 
word  of  mina,  uttered  in  a  moment  of  impatience, 
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and  forgotten  ere  it  waa  well  spo&en  1"  said  Father 
Eustace. 

"Ay !  for  that,  and— for  the  love  of  thy  gold  cruci- 
fiz,"  said  Christie  of  the  Clinihill. 

'*  Gracious  Heaven  I  and  could  the  yellow  metal— 
the  glittering  earth— so  far  overcome  every  sense  of 
what  is  thereby  represjented  7— Father  Abbot,  I  pray, 
as  a  dear  boon,  you  will  deliver  this  guilty  person  to 
my  mercy." 

'  Nay.  brother,"  interposed  the  Sacristan,  "to  your 
doom  It  you  will,  not  to  your  mercy— Remember, 
we  are  not  all  equally  favoured  by  our  blessed  Lady, 
nor  is  it  likely  that  every  frock  in  the  Convent  wul 
serve  as  a  coat  of  proof  when  a  lance  is  couched 
against  it." 

"For  that  very  reason,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "I 
would  not  that  for  my  worthless  self  the  community 
were  to  fall  at  feud  with  Julian  of  Avenel,  this  man's 
master." 

"  Our  Lady  forbid !"  said  the  Sacristan ;  *'  he  is  a 
second  Julian  the  apostate." 

"With  our  reverend  father  the  Abbot's  permis- 
.  sion,  then,"  said  Father  Eustace,  "  I  desire  this  man 
may  be  freed  from  his  chains,  and  sufTercd  to  depart 
uninjured ;— and  here,  friend,"  he  added,  giving  nim 
the  golden  crucifix,  is  the  image  for  which  thou 
wert  willing  to  stain  thy  hands  with  murder.  View 
it  well,  and  may  it  inspire  thee  with  other  and  better 
thoughts  than  those  which  referred  to  it  as  a  piece 
of  bullion.  Part  with  it,  nevertheless,  if  thy  neces- 
sities require,  and  get  thee  one  of  such  coarse  sub- 
stance that  Mammon  shall  have  no  share  in  any  of 
the  reflections  to  which  it  gives  rise.  It  was  the  be- 
quest of  a  dear  friend  to  me ;  but  dearer  service  can 
it  never  do  than  that  of  winning  a  soul  to  Heaven." 

The  Borderer,  now  freed  from  his  chains,  stood 
gazing  alternately  on  the  S«b-Prior,  and  on  the  gold- 
en crucifix.  "  By  Saint  Giles,"  said  he,  "  I  under- 
stand ye  not !— An  ye  give  me  gold  for  couching  my 
lance  at  thee,  what  would  you  give  me  to  levelit  at 
a  heretic  1" 

"The  Church,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "will  try  the 
effect  of  her  spiritual  censures  to  bring  these  stray 
sheep  into  the  fold,  ere  she  employ  the  edge  of  the 
sword  of  Saint  Peter." 

"  Ay,  but."  said  the  ruffian,  •*  they  say  the  Primate 
recommends  a  little  strangling  and  burning  in  aid 
hoih  of  censure  and  of  sword.  But  fare  ye  well !  I 
owe  you  a  life,  and  it  may  be  I  will  not  forget  my 
debt.^' 

The  baUie  now  came  bustling  in,  dressed  in  his 
blue  coat  and  bandaliers,  and  attended  by  two  or 
three  halberdiers.  "  I  have  been  a  thought  too  late 
in  waiting  upon  your  reverend  lordship.  I  am  grown 
somewhat  fatter  since  the  field  of  Finkie,  and  my 
leathern  coat  slips  not  on  so  soon  as  it  was  wont : 
but  the  dungeon  is  ready,  and  though,  as  I  said,  I 
have  been  somewhat  late  

Here  his  intended  prisoner  walked  gravely  up  to 
the  officer's  nose,  to  bis  great  amazement. 

"You  have  been  indeed  somewhat  late,  bailie," 
said  he,  "  and  I  am  greatly  obligated  to  your  bufif-coat, 
and  to  the  time  you  took  to  put  it  on.  If  the  secular 
arm  had  arrived  some  quarter  of  an  hour  sooner,  I 
had  been  out  of  the  reach  of  spiritual  grace;  but  as 
it  is,  I  wish  you  good  even,  and  a  safe  riddance  out 
of  your  garment  of  durance,  in  which  you  have  much 
the  air  of  a  bog  in  armour." 

Wroth  was  the  bailie  with  this  comparison,  and 
exclaimed  in  ire—"  An  it  were  not  for  the  presence 
of  the  venerable  Lord  Abbot,  thou  knave" 

"  Nay,  an  thou  wouldst  try  conclusions,"  said 
Christie  of  the  Clinthill,  "I  will  meet  thee  at  day- 
bieak  by  Saint  Mary's  well." 

"Hardened  wretch!"  said  Father  Eustace,  "art 
thou  but  this  instant  delivered  from  death,  and  dost 
thou  so  soon  morse  thoughts  of  slaughter  ?" 

"  I  will  meet  with  thee  ere  it  be  long,  thou  knave," 
said  the  bailie,  "  and  teach  thee  thine  Oremus." 

I  will  meet  thy  cattle  in  a  moonlight  night  before 
that  day."  said  he  of  the  ClinthiD. 

I  wiU  have  thee  by  the  neck  one  misty  morning, 
thou  strong  Uuef,"  answered  the  fecalar  offlc^  of  the 
church. 


"Thou  art  thyself  as  strong  a^hief  as  ever  rode," 
retorted  Christie ;  "  and  if  the  worms  were  onoe  feast* 
ing  on  that  fat  carcass  of  thine.  I  might  w^l  hope 
to  nave  thine  office,  by  favour  of  these  reverend  men.^ 

"A  cast  of  their  office,  and  a  cast  of  mine,"  an- 
swered the  baiUe ;  "  a  cord  and  a  confessor,  that  is 
all  thou  wilt  have  from  us." 

"  Sirs,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  observing  that  his  bre- 
thren began  to  make  more  interest  than  was  exactly 
decorous  in  this  wrangling  betwixt  justice  and  ini- 
quity, "  I  pray  you  both  to  depart— Master  baiiie, 
retire  with  your  halberdiers,  and  trouble  not  the  man 
whom  we  nave  dismissed.— And  thou,  Christie,  or 
whatever  be  thy  name,  take  thy  departure  and  re- 
member thou  owest  thy  life  to  the  Lord  Abbot's 
clemency." 

"Nay,  as  to  that,"  answered  Christie,  "I  judge 
that  I  owe  it  to  your  own ;  but  impute  it  to  whom  ye 
list,  I  owe  a  life  among  ye,  and  there  is  an  end." 
And,  whistling  as  he  went,  he  leA  the  apartment, 
seeming  as  if  he  held  the  life  which  he  had  forfeited 
not  worth  farther  thanks. 

"Obstinate  even  to  brutaUty!"  said  Father  £>i- 
stace;  "and  yet,  who  knows  but  some  better  ore  may 
lie  under  so  rude  an  exterior?" 

"  Save  a  thief  from  the  gallows,"  said  the  Sacris- 
tan—" you  know  the  rest  of  the  proverb ;  and  admit- 
ting, as  may  Heaven  grant,  that  our  lives  and  hmbs 
are  safe  from  this  outrageous  knave,  who  shall  en- 
sure our  meal  and  our  malt,  our  herds  and  our  flocks?" 

"  Marry,  that  will  I,  my  brethren,"  said  an  aged 
monk.  "  Ah,  brethren,  you  little  know  what  may  he 
made  of  a  repentant  robber.  In  Abbot  Ingilram's 
days— ay,  and  I  remember  them  as  it  were  yesterday 
—the  freebooters  were  the  best  welcome  men  that 
came  to  Saint  Mary's.  Ay,  they  paid  tithe  of  every 
drove  that  they  brought  over  from  the  South ;  and 
because  they  were  something  Ughtly  come  by,  I  have 
known  them  make  the  tithe  a  seventh— that  is,  if 
their  confessor  know  his  business— Ay,  when  we  saw 
from  the  tower  a  score  of  fat  bullocks,  or  a  drove  of 
sheep,  coming  down  the  valley,  with  two  or  three 
stout  men-at-arms  behind  them,  with  their  glittering 
steel  caps,  and  their  black-jacks,  and  their  long 
lances,  the  good  Lord  Abbot  Ingilram  was  wont  to 
say — he  was  a  merry  man— Tha«  come  the  tithes  of 
the  spoilers  of  the  Egyptians !  Ay,  and  I  have  seen 
the  famous  John  the  Armstrang,— a  fair  man  he  was 
and  a  goodly,  the  more  pity  that  hemp  was  ever 
heckled  for  him— I  have  seen  him  come  into  the 
Abbey  Church  with  nine  tassals  of  gold  in  his  bonnet, 
and  every  tassal  made  of  nine  Enghsh  nobles,  and  he 
woidd  go  from  chapel  to  chapel,  and  from  image  to 
image,  and  from  altar  to  altar,  on  his  knees— and 
leave  here  a  tassel^  and  there  a  noble,  till  there  was 
as  little  gold  on  his  bonnet  as  on  my  hood— you  will 
find  no  such  Border  thieves  now !" 

"  No,  truly,  Brother  Nicolas,"  answered  the  Abbot ; 
"  they  are  more  apt  to  take  any  gold  the  Church  has 
left,  than  to  bequeath  or  bestow  any— and  for  cattle, 
beshrew  me  if  I  think  they  care  whether  beeves  have 
fed  on  Ae  meadows  of  Lanercost  Abbey  or  of  Saint 
Mary's  I" 

"  There  is  no  good  thing  left  in  them,"  said  Father 
Nicolas;  "they  ara  clean  naught— Ah,  the  thieves 
that  I  have  seen  I— such  proper  men  I  and  as  pitiful 
as  proper,  and  as  pious  ss  pitiful !" 

^'  It  skills  not  talking  of  it,  Brother  Nicolas,"  said 
the  Abbot ;  "  and  I  will  now  dismiss  you,  my  bre- 
thren, holding  your  meeting  upon  this  our  ioiquisition 
concerning  the  danger  of  our  reverend  SuVPrior, 
instead  of  the  attendance  on  the  lauds  this  evening- 
Yet  let  the  bells  be  duly  rung  for  the  edification  of  the 
laymen  without,  and  also  that  the  novices  may  give 
due  reverence.— And  now,  benedicite,  bttethren !  The 
cellarer  will  bestow  on  each  a  grace-cup  and  a  mor- 
sel as  ye  pass  the  buttery,  for  ye  have  been  turmoiled 
and  anxious,  and  dangerous  it  is  to  fall  asleep  in  such 
case  with  empty  stomach." 

**QratUi9  arimuB  guam  fnaximoMt  Domint  rttt- 
rtndisainu  r  replied  the  biethren,  d^arting  in  their 
due  order. 

But  the  Sub-Prior  remained  behind,  and  feOinfl^  on 
his  knees  bafors  the  Abbot,  as  he  was  about  to  with- 
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draw,  crtred  htm  to  bear  under  the  seat  of  confession 
the  ad  ventarea  of  the  day.  The  reverend  Lord  Abbot 
yawned,  and  would  have  alleged  fatigue;  but  to 
Father  Koatace,  of  all  men,  he  was  ashamed  to  show 
indifierence  in  his  religious  duties.  The  confession, 
therefore,  proceeded,  in  which  Father  Eustace  told  all 
the  extraordinary  circumstances  which  had  befallen 
him  during  the  journey.  And  being  questioned  by  the 
Abbot,  whether  he  was  not  conscious  of  any  secret 
sin  through  which  he  might  have  been  subjected  for  a 
time  to  the  delusions  of  evil  spirits,  the  Sub-Prior 
admitted  with  frank  avowal,  that  ne  thou^t  he 
might  have  deserved  such  penance  for  having  judged 
with  unfratemal  rigour  of  the  report  of  father  Philip 
the  Sacriatan. 

*' Heaven,"  said  the  penitent,  "may  have  been 
willing  to  convince  me,  not  only  that  he  ctn  at  plea- 
sure open  a  communication  betwixt  us  and  beings  of 
a  di^ent,  and,  as  we  word  it,  supernatural  class,  but 
also  to  punish  our  pride  of  superior  wisdom,  or  supe- 
rior cooraaoe,  or  superior  learning." 

It  is  well  said  that  virtue  is  its  own  reward ;  and 
I  qoestion  if  duty  was  ever  more  completely  recom 


penaed,  than  by  the  audience  which  the  reverend  Ab- 
bot so  unwillingly  yielded  to  the  confession  of  the 
Sob-Prior.    To  nnd  the  object,  of  his  fear  shall  we 


uy,  or  of  bis  envv,  or  of  both,  accusing  himself  of 
the  very  error  with  which  he  had  so  tacitly  charged 
him,  was  at  once  a  corroboration  of  the  Abbot's 

{'udgmenc,  a  soothing  of  his  pride,  and  an  allaving  of 
in  fears.  The  sense  of  triumph,  however,  ratner  in- 
creased than  diminished  his  natural  gooa-humour : 
and  so  £ar  was  Abbot  Boniface  fiom  being  disposed 
to  tyrannize  over  his  Sub-Prior  in  consequence  of  this 
discovery,  that  in  his  exhortation  he  hovered  some- 
what ludicrously  betwixt  the  natural  expression  of 
his  own  sratifled  vanity,  and  his  timid  reluctance  to 
hurt  the  feelings  of  Father  Ekistace. 

'*  My  brother,"  aaid  he^  ex  cathedra,  "  it  cannot 
hare  escaped  your  judicious  observation  that  we 
have  often  declined  our  own  judgment  in  favour  of 
your  opinion,  even  about  those  matters  which  most 
netfly  concerned  the  community.  Nevenheless, 
grieved  would  we  be,  could  vou  think  that  we  did 
utis  either  because  we  deemed  our  own  opinion  less 
pregnant,  or  our  wit  inore  shallow,  than  that  of  our 
otiwr  brethren.  For  it  was  done  exclusively  to  give 
our  younger  brethren,  such  as  your  much -esteemed 
BtAi,  my  dearest  brother,  that  courage  which  is  ne- 
cessary to  a  free  deliverance  of  your  opinion— we  oA- 
times  setting  apart  our  proper  iudinnent,  that  our  in- 
feriors, and  especially  our  dear  brother  the  Sub-Prior, 
niay  be  comforted  and  encouraged  in  proposing  va- 
liantly hia  own  thoughts.  Which  our  deference  and 
humility  may,  in  some  sort,  have  produced  in  your 
mind,  most  reverend  brother,  that  self-opinion  of 
parts  and  knowledge,  which  hath  led  unfortunately 
to  your  over  estimatmg  your  own  faculties,  and  there- 
by subjecting  yourself)  as  is  but  too  visible,  to  the 
japes  and  mockeiiee  of  evil  spirits.  For  it  is  assured 
that  Heaven  always  holdeth  us  in  the  least  esteem 
when  we  deem  of  ourselves  most  highly;  and  also, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  that  we  nave  somewhat 
d^arted  from  what  became  our  high  seat  in  this  Ab- 
bey, in  snfiering  ourselves  to  be  too  much  guided,  and 
even,  as  it  were,  controlled,  by  the  voice  of  our  infe- 
rior. Wherefore,"  continued  the  Lord  Abbot,  "in 
both  of  us  such  faults  shall  and  must  be  amended— 
you  hereafter  presuming  less  upon  your  gifts  and  car- 
nal wisdom,  and  I  taking  heed  not  so  easily  to  relin- 
quish mine  own  opinion  for  that  of  one  lower  in 
place  and  in  office.  Nevertheless,  we  would  not  that 
we  should  thereby  lose  the  high  advantage  which  we 
have  derived,  and  may  yet  derive,  from  your  wise 
counsel,  which  hath  been  so  often  recommended  to 
us  by  our  most  Reverend  Primate.  Wherefore,  on 
amura  of  high  moment,  we  will  call  you  to  our  pre- 
Koce  in  private,  and  listen  to  your  opinion,  which,  if 
It  shall  agree  with  our  own.  we  wul  deliver  to  the 
Chapter,  as  emanating  directly  from  ourselves;  thus 
^pann^  you,  dearest  brother,,  that  seeming  victory 
which  IS  so  apt  to  engender  spiritual  pride,  and  avoid- 
uig  ourselves  the  temptation  of  falling  into  that  mo- 
dest facility  of  opinion,  whereby  oor  office  is  leesened 


and  our  person  (were  that  of  consequence)  rendered 
less  important  in  the  eyes  of  thb  community  over 
which  we  preside." 

Notwithstanding  the  high  notions  which,  as  a  rigid 
Catholic,  Father  Eustace  entertained  of  the  sacra- 
ment of  confession,  as  his  church  calls  it.  there  was 
some  danger  that  a  sense  of  the  ridiculous  might 
have  stolen  on  him  when  he  heard  his  superior,  with 
such  simple  cunning  lay,  out  a  little  plan  for  availing 
himself  of  the  Sub-Prior's  wisdom  and  experience, 
while  he  should  take  the  whole  credit  to  himself. 
Yet  his  conscience  immediately  told  him  that  be 
was  right 

"I  should  have  thought  more,"  he  reflected,  "of  the 
spiritual  Superior,  and  less  of  the  individual.  I 
should  have  spread  mv  mande  over  the  frailties  of 
my  spiritual  father,  ana  done  what  I  might  to  sup- 
port his  character,  and,  of  course,  to  extend  his  utili- 
tv  among  the  brethren,  as  well  as  with  others.  1  he 
Abbot  cannot  be  humbled,  but  what  the  community 
must  be  humbled  in  his  person.  Her  boast  is,  that 
over  all  her  children,  especially  over  those  called  to 
places  of  distinction,  she  can  difTuse  those  gifts  which 
are  necessary  to  render  them  illustrious." 

Actuated  by  these  sentiments.  Father  Eustace 
frankly  assented  to  the  charge  which  his  Superior, 
even  in  that  moment  of  authority,  had  rather  intimat- 
ed than  made,  and  signified  his  numble  acquiescence 
in  any  mode  of  communicating  his  counsel  which 
might  be  most  agreeable  to  the  Lord  Abbot,  and 
might  beat  remove  from  himself  all  temptation  to 
glory  in  his  own  wisdom.  He  then  prayed  the  re- 
verend Father  to  assign  him  such  penance  as  might 
best  suit  his  ofience,  intimating,  at  the  same  time, 
that  he  had  already  fasted  the  whole  day. 

"  And  it  is  that  I  complain  of,"  answered  the  Ab- 
bot, instead  of  giving  him  credit  for  his  abstinence;  » 
"  it  is  these  very  penances,  fasts,  and  vigils,  of  which 
we  complain ;  as  tending  only  to  generate  air  and 
fumes  01  vanity,  which,  ascending  from  the  stomach 
into  the  head,  do  but  puff  us  up  with  vain-glory  and 
self-opinion.  It  is  meet  and  beseeming  that  novices 
should  undergo  fasts  and  vigils ;  for  some  part  of 
every  community  must  fast,  and  young  stomachs  may 
best  endure  it.  Besides,  in  them  it  abates  wicked 
thoughts,  and  the  desire  of  worldly  delights.  But, 
reverend  brother,  for  those  to.  fast  who  are  dead  and 
mortified  to  the  world,  as  I  and  thou,  is  work  of  su- 
pererogation, and  is  but  the  matter  of  spiritual  pride. 
Wherefore,  I  enjoin  thee,  most  reverend  brother,  go 
to  the  buttery,  and  drink  two  cups  at  least  of  good 
wine,  eating  withal  a  comfortable  morsel,  such  as 
may  best  suit  thy  taste  and  stomach.  And  in  respect 
that  thine  opinion  of  thy  own  wisdom  hath  at  times 
made  thee  less  conformable  to,  and  companionable 
with,  the  weaker  and  less  learned  brethren,  I  enjoin 
thee,  during  the  said  repast,  to  choose  for  thy  com- 
panion our  reverend  brother  Nicolas,  and,  without 
interruption  or  impatience,  to  listen  for  a  stricken 
hour  to  his  narration,  conceminff  those  things  which 
befell  in  the  times  of  our  venerable  predecessor,  Abbot 
Ingilram,  on  whose  soul  may  Heaven  have  mercy ! 
And  for  such  holy  exercises  as  may  farther  advantage 
your  souls  and  expiate  the  faults  whereof  you  havo 
contritely  and  humbly  avowed  yourself  guilty,  we  will 
ponder  upon  that  matter,  and  announce  our  will  tmto 
you  the  next  morning." 

It  was  remarkable,  that  after  this  memorable  even- 
ing, the  feelings  of  the  worthy  Abbot  towards  his  ad- 
viser were  much  more  kindly  and  friendly  than  when 
he  deemed  the  Sub-Prior  the  impeccable  and  infalli- 
ble person,  in  whose  garment  of  virtue  and  wisdom 
no  flaw  was, to  be  discerned.  It  seemed  as  if  this 
avowal  of  his  own  imperfections  had  recommended 
Father  Eustace  to  the  friendship  of  the  Superior,  al- 
though at  the  same  time  this  increase  of  benevolence 
was  attended  with  some  circumstances,  which,  to  a 
man  of  the  Sub-Prior's  natural  elevation  of  mind  and 
temper,  were  more  grievous  than  even  undergoing  the 
legends  of  the  dull  and  verbose  Father  Nicolas.  For 
instance,  the  Abbot  seldom  mentioned  him  to  the 
other  monks,  without  designing  him  our  beloved  Bro- 
ther Eustace,  poor  man  1— and  now  and  then  he  used 
to  warn  the  yoonger  brethren  against  the  tnaiei  of 
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vainglory  and  spiritual  pride,  which  Satan  sets  for 
the  nior«  rigidly  righteous ;  with  such  looks  and  de- 
monstrations as  Old  all  but  expressly  designate  the 
SuD-Prior  as  one  who  had  fallen  at  one  time  under 
such  delusions.  Upon  these  occasions,  it  required  all 
the  votive  obedience  of  a  monk,  all  the  philosophical 
discipline  of  the  schools,  and  all  the  patience  of  a 
Christian,  to  enable  Father  Eustace  to  endure  the 
pompous  and  patronising  parade  of  his  honest,  but 
somewhat  thickheaded  Superior.  He  began  himself 
to  be  desirous  of  leaving  tne  Monastery,  or  at  least 
he  manifestly  declined  to  interfere  with  its  aflfairs,  in 
that  marked  and  authoritative  manner,  which  he  had 
at  first  practised. 


CHAPTER   XI. 

You  call  thit  edneation,  do  70a  not? 
Why.  'tit  the  foroMi  inarch  of  a  herd  of  bullocks 
Before  a  tboutinc  drover.    The  f!ad  van 
Move  on  at  easr,  and  pauee  a  wliile  to  snatch 
A  passinc  moraol  from  the  dewy  grecniiward  ; 
While  alithe  blows,  the  oaths,  the  indication, 
Pall  on  the  croupe  of  the  ill-fated  lafcard 
That  cripples  in  Ute  rear.— 0!tf  Plan. 

Two  or  three  years  glided  on,  during  which  the 
storm  of  the  approaching  alteration  in  church  govern- 
ment became  each  day  louder  and  more  perilous. 
Owing  to  the  circumstances  which  we  have  intima- 
ted in  the  end  of  the  last  chapter,  the  Sub-Prior  Eus- 
tace appeared  to  have  altered  considerably  his  habits 
of  Kfe.  He  aflforded,  on  all  extraordinary  occasions, 
to  the  Abbot,  whether  privately,  or  in  the  assembled 
Chapter,  the  su(^>ort  of  his  wisdom  and  experience ; 
but  m  hisordinnrv  habits  lie  seemed  now  to  live  more 
for  himself,  and  less  for  the  community,  than  had 
been  his  former  practice. 

He  often  absented  himself  for  whole  days  from  the 
convent ;  and  as  the  adventure  of  Glenaearg  dwelt 
deeply  on  his  memory,  he  was  repeatedly  induced  to 
visit  that  lonely  tower,  and  to  take  an  interest  in  the 
orphans  who  had  their  shelter  under  its  roof.  Besides, 
he  felt  a  deep  anxietv  to  know  whether  the  volume 
which  he  had  lost,  when  so  strangely  preserved  from 
the  lance  of  the  murderer,  had  agam  found  its  way 
back  to  the  Tower  of  Glendearg.  "  It  was  strange." 
he  thought,  "  that  a  spirit,"  for  such  he  could  not  help 
judging  the  being  whose  v,oice  he  had  heard,  "  should, 
on  the  one  side,  seek  the  advancement  of  heresy,  and, 
on  the  other,  interpose  to  save  the  life  of  a  zealous 
Catholic  priest." 

But  from  no  inquiry  which  he  made  of  the  various 
inhabitants  of  the  Tower  of  Glendearg,  could  he  learn 
that  the  copy  of  the  tramlated  Scriptures,  for  which 
he  made  such  diUgent  inquiry,  had  again  been  seen 
by  any  of  them. 

In  the  mean  while  the  good  father's  occasional 
visits  were  of  no  small  consequence  to  Edward  Glen- 
dinning  and  to  Mary  Avenel.  The  former  displayed 
a  power  of  apprehending  and  retaining  whatever  was 
taught  him,  which  filled  Father  Eustace  with  admi- 
ration. He  was  at  once  acute  and  industrious,  alert 
and  accurate;  one  of  those  rare  combinatidns  of  ta- 
lent and  industry,  which  are  seldom  united.* 

It  was  the  earnest  desire  of  Father  Eustace  that 
the  excellent  (qualities  thus  early  displayed  by  Edward 
should  be  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  church,  to 
which  he  thought  the  youth's  own  consent  might  be 
easily  obtained,  as  he  was  of  a  calm,  contemplative, 
retired  habit,  and  seemed  to  consider  knowledge  as 
the  principal, obtoct,  and  its  enlargement  as  the  great- 
est pleasure,  in  life.  As  to  the  mother,  the  Sub-Prior 
had  little  doubt  that,  trained  as  she  was  to  view  the 
monks  of  Saint  Mary's  with  such  profound  reverence, 
she  would  be  but  too  happjr  in  an  opportunity  of  en- 
rolling one  of  her  sons  m  its  honoured  community. 
But  the  good  Father  proved  to  be  mistaken  in  both 
these  particulars. 

When  he  spoke  to  Elspeth  Glendinning  of  that 
which  a  mother  best  loves  to  hear— the  proficiency 
and  abilities  of  her  son— she  listened  whh  a  delight- 
ed ear..  But  when  Father  Eustace  hinted  at  the  duty 
of  dedicaung  to  the  service  of  tha  church,  talents 
which  seemed  fitted  to  defend  and  adorn  it,  the  dame 


endeavoured  always  to  shift  the  subiect ;  and  wbea 
pressed  farther,  enlarged  on  her  own  incapacity,  as 
a  lone  woman,  to  manage  the  feu ;  on  the  advantags 
which  her  neighbours  of  the  township  were  oft^ 
taking  of  her  unprotected  state,  and  on  the  wish  she 
had  that  Edward  might  fill  his  father's  place,  remain 
in  the  tower,  and  close  her  eyes. 

On  such  occasions  the  Sub-Prior  would  answer, 
that  even  in  a  worldly  point  of  view  the  welfare  of 
the  family  would  be  best  consulted  by  one  of  the  sons 
entering  into  the  community  of  St.  Mary's,  as  it  was 
not  to  be  supposed  that  he  would  fail  to  afTord  his  fa- 
mily the  important  protection  which  he  could  then 
easily  extend  towards  them.  What  could  be  a  more 
pleasing  prospect  than  to  see  him  high  in  bonoorl 
or  what  more  sweet  than  to  have  the  last  duties  ren- 
dered to  her  by  a  son,  revered  for  his  holiness  of  life 
and  exemplary  manners  7  Besides,  he  endeavoured 
to  impress  upon  the  dame  that  her  eldest  son.  Hal- 
bert,  whose  bold  temper  and  headstrong  indulgeQoe 
of  a  wandennff  humour,  rendered  him  incapable  of 
learning,  was,  tor  that  reason,  as  well  as  that  he  was 
her  eldest  bom,  fittest  to  bustle  through  the  a&irsof 
the  world,  and  manage  the  little  fiet 

Elspeth  durst  not  directly  dissent  from  what  was 
proposed,  for  fear  of  giving  displeasure,  and  yet  she 
always  had  something  to  say  against  it  Halbert,  dw 
said,  i^as  not  like  any  of  the  neighbour  boys— he  was 
taller  by  the  head,  and  stronger  by  the  hal^  than  any 
boy  of  his  years  within  the  Hahdome.  But  he  was 
fit  for  no  peaceful  work  that  could  be  devised.  If  he 
liked  a  book  ill,  he  liked  a  plough  or  a  pattle  worse. 
He  had  scoured  his  father's  old  broadsword— sus- 
pended it  by  a  belt  round  his  waist,  and  seldom  stirred 
without  it.  He  was  a  sweet  boy  and  a  gentle  if  fl>oken 
fair,  but  cross  him  and  he  was  a  bom  devil.  In  a 
word,"  she  said,  bursting  into  tears,  "deprive  me  of 
Edward.  g;aod  father,  and  ye  bereave  my  house  of 
prop  and  pillar ;  for  my  heart  tells  me  that  Halbert 
will  take  to  his  fathers  gates,  and  die  his  £atber's 
death." 

When  the  conversation  came  to  this  crisis,  the 
good-humoured  monk  was  always  content  to  drop 
the  discussion  for  the  time,  trusting  some  opportunity 
would  occur  of  removing  her  prejudices,  for  such  be 
thought  them,  against  Edward's  proposea  destination. 

When,  leaving  the  mother,  the  Sub-Prior  addressed 
himself  to  the  son,  animating  his  zeal  for  knowledge 
and  pointing  out  bow  amply  it  might  be  gratined 
should  he  agree  to  take  holy  orders,  he  found  the 
same  repugnance  which  Dame  Elspeth  had  exhibited. 
Edward  pleaded  a  want  of  sufficient  vocation  to  so 
serious  a  profession— his  reluctance  to  leave  his  mo- 
ther, and  other  objections,  which  the  Sub-Prior  treated 
as  evasive. 

"  I  plainly  perceive,"  he  said  one  day,  in  answer 
to  them,  "  that  the  devil  has  his  factors  as  well  as 
Heaven,  and  that  they  are  equally,  ot^  alas!  the 
former  are  perhaps  more  active,  in  bespeaking  for 
their  master  the  first  of  the  market.  I  trust,  young 
man,  that  neither  idleness,  nor  licentious  pleaaore, 
nor  the  love  of  worldly  gam  and  worldly  grandeur, 
the  chief  baits  with  which  the  great  Fisher  of  aoult 
conceals  his  hook,  are  the  causes  of  your  dedinios 
the  career  to  which  I  would  incite  you.  But  above  all 
I  trust— above  all  I  hope— that  the  vanity  of  superior 
knowledge— a  sin  with  which  those  who  have  made 
proficiency  in  learning  are  most  frequently  beset — liaf 
not  led  you  into  the  awful  hazard  of  listening  to  the 
dongerous  doctrines  which  are  now  afloat  conccminf 
religion.  Better  for  you  that  jou  were  as  grossly  igno- 
rant as  the  beasts  which  pcnsh,  than  that  the  pride  of 
knowledge  should  induce  you  to  lend  an  ear  to  the 
voice  of  the  heretics."  Edward  Glendinning  listened 
to  the  rebuke  with  a  downcast  look,  and  failed  not. 
when  it  was  concluded,  earnestly  to  vindicate  hiroadi 
from  the  charge  of  having  pushed  his  studies  into  anv 
subjects  which  the  Church  inhibited;  and  so  the  monk 
was  left  to  form  vain  conjectures  respecting  the  cause 
of  his  reluctance  to  embrace  the  monastic  state. 

It  is  an  old  proverb,  used  by  Chaucer,  and  quoted  by 
Elizabeth,  that "  the  greatest  clerks  are  not  the  wisest 
men ;"  and  it  is  as  true  as  if  the  poet  had  not  rhymed, 
or  the  queen  reasoned  oniu   It  Father  Euataos  baa 
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not  had  hia  tboughta  turned  so  much  to  the  progress 
of  heresy,  and  so  little  to  what  \^-a9  passing  in  the 
tower,  he  might  have  read,  in  the  speaking  eyes  of 
Mary  Avenel,  now  a  girl  of  fourteen  or  fifteen,  reasons 
which  might  disincline  her  youthful  companion  to- 
wards the  monastic  tows.  I  have  said,  that  she  also 
was  a  promising  pupil  of  the  good  father,  upon  whom 
her  ioDocent  and  infantine  beauty  had  an  effect  of 
which  he  was  himself,  perhaps,  unconscious.  Her 
rank  and  expectations  entitled  ner  to  be  taught  the 
arts  of  reading  and  writing ;— and  each  lesson  which 
the  monk  assigned  her  was  conned  over  in  company 
with  Edward,  and  by  him  explained  and  re-explamea, 
and  again  illustrated,  until  she  became  perfectly  mis- 
tress of  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  their  studies,  Halbert  had  been 
their  school  companion.  But  the  boldness  and  im- 
patience of  his  disposition  soon  quarrelled  with  an 
occupation,  in  which,  without  assiduity  and  unre- 
mitted attention,  no  progress  was  to  be  expected. 
The  Sub-Prior's  visits  were  at  irregular  intervals,  and 
often  weeks  would  intervene  between  them,  in  which 
case  Halbert  was  sure  to  forget  all  that  had  been 
prescribed  for  him  to  learn,  and  much  which  he  had 
partly  acquired  before.  His  deficiencies  on  these  oc- 
caflons  gave  him  pain,  but  it  was  not  of  that  sort 
whidi  produces  amendment. 

For  a  time,  like  all  who  are  fond  of  idleness  he  en- 
desToured  to  detach  the  attention  of  his  brother  and 
Mary  Avenel  from  their  task,  rather  than  to  learn 
his  own,  and  such  dialogues  as  the  following  would 
eosoe.— 

"Take  your  bonnet,  Edward,  and  make  haste— 
the  Laird  of  Colmslie  is  at  the  head  of  the  glen  with 
his  bounds." 

"I  care  not,  Halbert,"  answered  the  younger  bro- 
ther ;  **  two  brace  of  dogs  may  kill  a  deer  without  my 
being  there  to  see  them,  and  I  must  help  Mary  Ave- 
Bd  with  her  lesson." 

"  Ay !  you  will  labour  at  the  monk's  lessons  till  you 
tarn  monk  yourself,"  answered  Halbert— "  Mary, 
will  you  go  with  me,  and  I  will  show  yon  the  cu- 
shat's nest  I  told  you  o(T' 

**!  cannot  go  with  you.  Halbert,"  answered  Mary, 
**  because  I  must  study  this  lesson— it  will  take  me 
Iqqk  to  learn  it— I  am  sorry  I  am  so  dull,  for  if  I 
could  get  my  task  as  fast  as  Edward,  I  should  like 
to  go  with  you." 

'Should  you  indeed  T '  said  Halbert :  "  then  I  wiU 
wait  for  yoo— and  what  is  more,  I  will  try  to  get  my 
lesson  also." 

With  a  smile  and  a  sigh  he  took  up  the  primer,  and 
be^  heavily  to  con  over  the  task  which  had  been 
assigned  him.  As  if  banished  from  the  society  of 
the  two  others,  he  sat  sad  and  solitary  in  one  of  the 
deep  window-recesses;  and,  after  in  vain  struggling 
with  the  difficulties  of  his  task,  aiui  his  disinclina- 
tion  to  learn  it,  he  found  himself  involuntarily  en- 
gaged in  watching  the  movements  of  the  other  two 
students^  instead  of  toiling  any  longer. 

The  picture  which  Halbert  looked  upon  was  de- 
Egfatfhl  in  itself,  but  somehow  or  other  it  afiforded 
veiv  little  pleasure  to  him.  The  beautiful  girl,  with 
bou  of  simple,  yet  earnest  anxiety,  was  bent  on  dis- 
entangling those  intricacies  which  obstructed  her 
wogiese  to  knowledge,  and  looking  ever  and  anon  to 
Edward  for  assistance,  while,  seated  close  by  her  side, 
and  watchful  to  remove  every  obstacle  from  her  way, 
be  seemed  at  once  to  be  proud  of  the  progress  which 
bis  pupil  mad&  and  of  the  assistance  which  he  was 
able  to  render  ner.  There  was  a  bond  betwixt  them, 
a  strong  and  interesting  tie,  the  desire  of  obtaining 
kaowleoge,  the  pride  of  surmounting  difficulties. 

Feeling  most  acutely,  yet  ignorant  of  the  nature 
and  source  of  his  own  emotions,  Halbert  could  no 
kmger  endure  to  look  upon  this  quiet  scene,,  but 
itartiog  rap,  dashed  his  book  from  him.  and  exclaimed 
aloud,  ^  To  the  fiend  I  bequeath  all  books,  and  the 
dreanoers  that  make  them  1— I  would  a  score  of 
Southroiia  would  come  up  the  glen,  and  we  should 
learn  how  Uttle  all  this  muttenng  and  scribbling  is 
worth."  ,    , 

Mary  Avenel  and  his  brother  started,  and  looked  at 
Halbert  with  surprise,  while  he  went  on  with  great 
2Q 


animation,  his  features  swelling,  and  the  tears  start- 
ing into  his  eyes  as  he  spoke.— ^'  Yes,  Mary— I  wish 
a  score  of  Southrons  came  ftp  the  glen  this  very  day : 
and  you  should  see  one  good  hand,  and  one  good 
sword,  do  more  to  protect  you.  than  all  the  bosks 
that  were  ever  opened,  and  all  the  pens  that  ever 
grew  on  a  goose's  wing." 

Mary  looked  a  little  surprised  and  a  little  frightened 
at  his  vehemence,  but  instantly  replied  afiectionately. 

You  are  vexed,  Halbert,  because  you  do  not  get 
your  lesson  so  fast  as  Edward  can;  and  so  am  I.  for 
I  am  as  stupid  as  you— But  come,  and  Edward  shall 
sit  betwixt  us  and  teach  us." 

"  He  shall  not  teach  me,"  said  Halbert,  in  tbessme 
angry  mood ;  "  I  never  can  teach  him  to  do  any  thing 
that  IS  honourable  and  manly,  and  he  shall  not  teach 
TTUSLDV  of  his  monkish  tricks.— I  hate  the  monks, 
with  their  drawling  nasal  tone  like  so  many  frogs, 
and  th^  long  black  petticoats  like  so  many  women, 
and  then*  reverences,  and  their  lordships,  and  their  lazy 
vassals,  that  do  nothing  butpaddle  in  the  mire  with 
plough  and  harrow,  from  Yule  to  MichaeUnas.  I 
will  call  none  lord,  but  him  who  wears  a  sword  to 
make  his  title  good :  and  I  will  call  none  man,  but  be 
that  can  bear  himself  manlike  and  masterful." 

"For  Heaven's  sake,  peace,  brother!"  said  Ed- 
ward; "  if  such  words  were  taken  up,  and  reported 
out  of  the  house,  they  would  be  our  mother's  ruin." 

'Report  them  yourself,  then,  and  they  will  beypur 
making,  and  nobody's  marring  save  mine  own.  Say, 
that  Halbert  Olendinning  will  never  be  vassal  to  an 
old  man  with  a  cowl  and  shaven  crown,  while  there 
are  twenty  barons  who  wear  casque  ana  plume  that 
lack  bold  followers.  Let  them  grant  you  these 
wretched  acres,  and  much  meal  may  they  bear  you  to 
make  your  broi^n  f  He  left  the  room  hastily,  but 
instantly  returned,  and  continued  to  sp^  with  the 
same  tone  of  quick  and  irritated  feeling.  "And  yon 
need  not  think  so  much,  neither  of  you,  and  especi- 
ally you,  Edward,  need  not  think  so  much  of  your 
parchment  book  thera  and  your  cunning  in  reading 
It.  By  my  faith.  I  will  soon  learn  to  read  as  well  as 
you ;  and— for  I  know  a  better  teacher  than  your 
grim  old  monk,  and  a  better  book  than  his  printed 
breviary ;  and  since  you  like  scholar-craft  so  well, 
Mary  Avenel,  you  shall  see  whether  Edward  or  I 
have  mpst  of  it"  He  left  the  apsrtment,  and  came 
not  again. 

"What  can  be  the  matter  with  him?"  said  Mary, 
following  Halbert  with  her  eyes  from  the  window, 
as  with  nasty  and  unequal  stq>s  he  ran  up  the  wild 
glen—"  Where  can  your  brother  be  going,  Edward  1 
—what  book  7- what  teacher  does  he  talk  of  7" 

"  It  avails  not  guessing  "  said  Edward.  "  Halbert 
is  angry,  he  knows  not  why,  and  speaks  of  he  knows 
not  what ;  let  us  go  again  to  our  lessons,  and  he  will 
come  home  when  he  nas  tired  himself  with  scram- 
bUng  among  the  crags  as  usual." 

But  Manrs  anxiety  on  account  of  Halbert  seemed 
more  deeoly  rooted.     She  declined  prosecuting  the 
task  in  which  they  had  been  so  pleasingly  engaged.  ' 
under  the  excuse  of  a  head-ache  \  nor  could  Edwani 
prevail  upon  her  to  resume  it  again  that  morning. 

Meanwhile  Halbert.  his  head  unbonneted,  his  fea- 
tures swelled  with  jealous  anger,  and  the  tear  still  in 
his  eye,  sped  up  the  virild  and  upper  extremity  of  the 
little  valley  of  Olendearg  with  the  speed  of  a  roebuck, 
choosing,  as  if  in  desperate  defiance  of  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  way,  the  wildest  and  most  dangerous 
paths,  and  voluntarily  exposing  himself  a  hundred 
times  to  dangers  which  be  might  have  escaped  by 
turning  a  little  aside  from  them.  It  seemed  as  if  he 
wished  his  course  to  be  as  straight  as  that  of  the  ar- 
row to  its  mark. 

He  arrived  at  length  in  a  narrow  and  secluded 
cUu^  or  deep  ravine,  which  ran  down  into  theval- 
lev,  and  contributed  a  scanty  rivulet  to  the  supply 
of  the  brook  with  which  Glendearg  is  watered.— 
Up  this  he  sped  with  the  same  precipitate  haste 
which  had  marked  his  departure  fix>m  the  tower: 
iu>r  did  he  pause  and  look  round  until  he  had  reached 
the  fountain  from  which  the  rivulet  had  its  rise. 

Here  Halbert  stopt  short,  and  cast  a  gloomy  and 
almost  a  firightened  glance  around  him.   Ahugerock 
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rose  in  fron^  from  a  cleft  of  which  grew  a  wild  hol- 
ly tree,  whose  dark  green  brandies  niBUed  over  the 
roring  which  aroae^neath.  The  banki  on  either 
hand  rose  so  hig^  and  approached  each  other  so 
closely,  that  it  was  only  when  the  sun  was  at  its  me- 
ridian height,  and  during  the  suolmer  solstice,  that 
its  rays  could  reach  the  bottom  of  the  chasm  m 
which  he  stood.  But  it  was  now  summCT,  and  the 
hour  was  noon,  so  that  the  unwonted  reflecUon  of 
the  sun  was  dancing  in  the  pellucid  fountwn. 

"  It  is  the  season  and  the  hour,"  said  Halbert  to 
himself;  "and  now  I--— I  might  soon  become 
wiser  than  Edward  with  all  his  pauis  I  Mary  should 
see  whether  he  alone  is  fit  to  be  consulted,  and  to  sit 
by  her  aide,  and  hang  over  her  as  she  reads,  and  point 
out  every  word  and  every  letter.  And  she  loves  me 
better  than  him— I  am  sure  she  doe8--for  she  comes 
of  noble  blood,  and  scorns  sloth  and  cowardice.— 
And  do  I  myself  not  stand  here  slothful  and  cowardly 
as  any  priest  of  them  all  1— Why  should  I  fe«r  to  call 
upon  this  form— this  shape  l-rAlready  have  I  endured 
the  vision,  and  why  not^again?— What  can  it  do  to 
me,  who  am  a  man  of  lith  and  hmb,  and  have  by  iny 
side  my  father's  sword  t  Does  my  heart  beat—do 
my  hairs  brisde,  at  the  thought  of  calling  up  a  painted 
shadow,  and  how  should  I  face  a  band  of  Southrons 
in  flesh  and  blood  1  By  the  soul  of  the  first  Glen- 
dinning,  I  wiU  make  proof  of  the  charm  f 

He  cast  the  leathern  brogfue  or  buskin  from  his 
right  foot,  planted  himself  in  a.  firm  posture,  un- 
sheathed his  sword,  and  first  looking  around  to  col- 
lect his  resolution,  he  bowed  three  time»  deUberalely 
towards  the  holly-tree,  and  as  often  to  the  little  foun- 
tain, rg)eating  at  the  same  time,  with  a  determmed 
voice,  the  following  rhyme : 

"  Thnoe  to  Um  bolly  bnlM- 

ThricAtothew*!!:- 
I  bid  thee  awake, 

White  maid  of  Avenel  i 

Noon  gieaoM  on  the  Lake- 
Noon  glows  on  the  Ftoll— 

Wake  Uine.  O  wake, 
White  maid  of  Avenel  I" 

These  lines  were  hardly  uttered,  when  there  stood 
the  figure  of  a  female  clothed  in  white,  within  three 
steps  of  Halbert  Glendinning. 

"  I  fuees,  'twas  (Vifhtftil  there  to  see 
A  lady  richly  clad  as  she— 
Bteutifiil  exceedingly."* 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Thwe'B  something  in  that  ancient  superstition, 

Wbich,  erring  as  it  is,  our  fancy  loves. 

The  spring  that,  with  its  thousand  crystal  bubbles, 

Bursts  D-om  the  bosom  of  some  desert  rock 

In  secret  solitude,  majr  well  be  deem'd 

The  haunt  of  some thiuf  purer,  more  refined. 

And  mifhtier  than  ourselTee.— Oftf  Ftoy. 

YotJNO  Halbert  Glendinning  had  scarcely  pro- 
nounced the  mystical  rhymes,  when,  as  we  have 
mentioned  in  the  conclusion  of  the  last  chapter,  an 
appearance,  as  of  a  beautiful  feraal^dressed  m  white, 
stood  within  two  yards  of  him.  His  terror  for  the 
moment  overcame  his  natural  courage,  as  well  as  the 
strong  resoliition  which  he  had  formed,  that  the  Wjure 
which  he  had  now  twice  seen  should  not  a  thml  time 
daunt  him.  Biit  it  would  seem  there  is  soinething 
thrilling  and  abhorrent  to  flesh  and  blood,  m  the  con- 
sciousness that  we  stand  in  presence  of  a  being  in 
form  like  to  ourselves,  but  so  dinerent  in  faculties  and 
nature,  that  we  can  neither  understand  its  purposes, 
nor  calculate  its  means  of  pursuing  them. .  , .  .    . 

Halbert  stood  silent,  and  gasped  for  breath,  his  hairs 
erecting  themselves  on  his  head— his  mouth  open— 
his  eyes  fixed,  and,  as  the  sole  remaining  agn  of  his 
late  determined  purpose,  his  sword  pointed  towards 
the  apparition.  At  length,  with  a  voice  of  ineffable 
sweetness,  the  White  Lady,  for  by  that  name  we  shall 
distinguish  this  being,  simg,  or  rather  chanted,  the 
following  lines : 

"  Youth  of  the  dark  eye,  wherefore  didst  thou  call  me? 
'Wberefoie  art  thou  here,  if  terrors  can  apptl  thee  f 
•  Coleridge's  ChristabeQe. 


He  Uiat  seeks  to  deill  with  us  must  know  nor  ^ww"  ftj^SSli 
To  coward  and  churl  our  speech  is  dark,  oar  gins  are  itn*ifl- 

ing.  -, ^ 

The  breeze  that  brought  me  hither  now,  must  sweep  Efyptiaa 

The  fleecy  clood  on  which  I  ride  for  Araby  is  bound ; 

The  fleocy  cloud  is  drilling  br.  the  bree«  sighs  for  nv  ■•jy. 

For  I  must  sail  a  thousand  miles  before  the  close  of  day." 

The  astonishment  of  Halbert  began  once  more  to 
give  way  to  his  resolution,  and  he  gained  voice  enough 
to  say,  though  with  a  faltering  accent,  *  In  the  name 
of  GodLwhat  art  thou  f '  The  answer  was  m  melody 
of  a  dmerent  tone  and  measure  :— 

"  What  I  am  I  must  not  show— 
What  I  am  thou  couldst  not  know- 
Something  betwixt  heaven  and  hell- 
Something  that  neither  stood  nor  M1-- 
Somettiing  Uiat  through  thy  wit  or  will 
May  work  tbee  good— may  work  tbm  iU- 
NeiUier  substance  (luite,  nor  shadow. 
Haunting  lonely  moor  and  meadow, 
Dancing  by  the  haunted  spring, 
Riding  on  the  whirlwind's  wing ; 
Aping  in  (kntastio  ftshion 
Every  cliange  of  human  passion, 
While  o'er  our  fhnen  minds  they  pas. 
Like  shadows  from  the  mirror'd  ^ass. 
Wayward,  fickle  is  our  mood, 
Hovering  betwixt  Iwd  and  good, 
Happiw  than  brfef-dated  man. 
Living  twenty  Umes  his  span ; 
Far  less  happy,  for  we  have 
Help  nor  hope  beyond  the  grave ! 
Man  awakes  to  joy  or  sorrow ; 
Ours  the  sleep  that  knows  no  morrow. 
This  is  all  that  I  can  show— 
This  IS  all  that  thou  mayst  know." 

The  White  Lady  paused,  and  appeared  to  await  an 
answer;  but^  as  Halbert  hesitated  how  to  firame  ha 
speech,  the  vision  seemed  gradually  to  fiule,  and  be- 
come more  and  more  incorporeaL  Justly  guessmg 
this  to  be  a  synmtom  of  her  disappearance.  Halbert 
oompelled  himself  to  say,— "LadV,  when  I  «w  you 
in  the  glen,  and  when  you  broumt  back  the  black 
book  of  Mary  of  Avenel,  thou  didst  say  I  shouki  one 
day  learn  to  read  it." 
The  White  Lady  replied, 

"  Ay  I  and  I  taught  thee  the>vord  and  (he  spell. 

To  waken  me  here  by  the  Fairies'  Well 

But  thou  hast  loved  the  Iteron  and  hawk, 

More  than  to  seek  my  haunted  walk ; 

And  thou  hast  loved  the  lanoe  and  the  sword 

More  than  good  text  and  holy  word ; 

And  thou  host  loved  the  deer  to  track. 

More  than  the  lines  and  the  letters  black ; 

And  thou  art  a  ranger  of  moss  and  of  wood, 

And  scomest  the  nurture  of  gentle  blood." 

"  I  will  do  so  no  longer,  fair  maiden,"  said  Halbert ; 
"  I  desire  to  learn ;  and  thou  didst  promise  me,  that 
when  I  did  so  desire,  thou  wouldst  be  my  helper;  I 
am  no  longer  afraid  of  thy  presence  and  I  am  no 
longer  regardless  of  instruction."  As  he  uttered  these 
wonls,  the  figure  of  the  White  Maiden  grew  gradually 
as  distinct  as  it  had  been  at  first :  and  what  nad  wdl 
nigh  faded  into  an  ill-defined  and  colourless  shadow, 
again  assumed  an  appearance  at  least  of  corporeal 
consistency,  although  the  hues  were  less  vivid,  and 
the  outline  of  the  figure  less  distinct  and  defined— so 
at  least  it  seemed  to  Halbert— than  those  of  an  ordi- 
nary inhabitant  of  the  earth.  "  Wilt  thou  grant  my 
request,"  he  said,  "  fair  Lady,  and  give  to  my  keeping 
the  holy  book  which  Mary  of  Avenel  has  so  often 
WOTt  for?" 

The  White  Lady  repUed : 

••  Thy  craven  (bar  my  truth  accused, 
"niine  Idlehood  mr  trust  abused ; 
He  tluU  draws  to  naibour  late. 
Must  sleep  without,  or  burst  the  gate. 
There  is  a  star  for  thee  which  bura'd. 
Its  iofloence  wanes,  its  course  is  turned ; 
Valour  and  constancy  alone 
Can  bring  thee  ba(Mt  the  chance  that's  flown. 

"  tf  I  have  been  a  loiterer,  Lady,"  answered  jroung 
Glendinning,  "  thou  shalt  now  find  me  wiUing  to 
press  forwsjtl  with  double  speed.  Other  thoughts 
nave  filled  my  mind,  other  tnoiights  have  engaged 
my  heart,  within  a  brief  period— and  by  Heaven, 
other  occupations  shall  henceforward  fill  up  mv  time. 
I  have  lived  in  this  day  the  space  of  irears— I  came 
hither  a  boy— I  will  return  a  man— a  man,  soeh  as 
may  donverse  not  only  with  his  own  kind,  but  with 
whatever  God  permits  to  be  ▼inble  to  hxm.    I  will 
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team  the  contents  of  that  mysterious  volume— I  will 
learn  why  the  Ltdy  of  Avenel  loved  it— why  the 
pneeU  feared,  and  would  have  stolen  it— why  thou 
didst  twice  recover  it  from  their  hands.- What  mys- 
tery IS  wrapt  m  it?— Speak^  I  coniure  theeP  The 
Lady  awumed  an  air  peculiarly  sad  and  solemn,  as, 
drooping  her  head,  and  folding  her  arms  on  her 
boeom,  she  replied : 

"  Within  Uiat  awful  volamo  lies 
The  mjitery  of  mriterie*  i 
HappiMt  they  of  homao  nee, 
To  whom  Ood  bai  sranted  graoe 

I®  r^v*^.^**'-  tonojw.  to  pay, 
To  hft  the  latch,  and  force  tho  way; 
And  better  had  they  ne'er  been  born, 
who  read  to  doubt,  or  read  lo  tcom." 

"  ^\^  2??  *®  ▼o'o'n^  J-adyi"  said  young  GHendin- 
DWg..  "They  call  me  idle-they  call  me  dull-in  this 
pmwiu  my  industry  shall  not  fail,  npr,  with  God's 
Wttsmg,  shall  my  understanding.  Give  me  the  vo- 
naiic."    The  apparition  again  replied : 

'*  BCany  a  fathom  dark  and  deep 
I  have  laid  the  book  to  deep : 
EttMreal  Aret  around  it  flowior- 
Ktbaraal  raiuic  ever  flowiof  ~ 

The  Morad  pledfe  of  Heav'n 
All  things  rerere. 
Each  in  nifl  «phere, 

Save  roan,  for  whoa  'twai  cir'n  • 
uMd  thy  hand,  and  tboa  ihalt  spy 
Thioc>  ne'er  seen  by  mortal  eye. " 

Hj^ert  Glendinning  boldly  reached  his  hand  to 
the  White  Lady. 

'•Feareet  thou  to  go  with  me?"  she  said,  as  his 
Bind  trembled  at  the  soft  and  cold  touch  of  her  own— 
**  Feareet  thoo  to  fo  Mrith  me  1 
Still  it  is  free  to  thee 
A  peasant  to  dwell ; 
Tboa  mayst  drive  the  dull  steer, 
And  chase  the  king's  deer, 
Bat  never  more  come  near 
This  haontttl  wull." 

/•If  what  thou  sayestbe  true,"  paid  the  undaunted 
5?^li  L™y  destmies  are  higher  than  thine  own.  There 
jbtil  be  neither  well  nor  wood  which  I  dare  not  visit 
No  fear  of  aught,  natural  or  supernatural,  shall  bar 
oiypath  through  my  native  valley." 

He  had  scarce  uttered  the  words,  when  they  both 
<i«c^nded  through  the  earth  with  a  rapidity  which  | 
took  away  Halbert's  breath  and  ev^ other  sensation, 
iavmg  ihit  of  being  hurried  on  with  the  utmost  ve- 
wcity.  At  length  they  stopped  with  a  shock  so  sud- 
den, that  the  mortal  joumeyer  through  this  unknown 
space  roust  have  been  thrown  down  with  violence, 
had  he  not  been  upheld  by  his  supernatural  companion. 

u-  r*?  P*"^  *"*"  *  minute,  ere,  looking  around 
buiL  he  beheld  a  grotto,  or  natural  cavern,  composed 
•M^  the  most  splendid  spars  and  crystals,  which  re- 
tnoed  in  a  thousand  prismatic  hues  the  light  of  a 
bruuant  flame  that  glowed  on  an  altar  of  alabaster. 
Tiue  altar  with  its  fire,  formed  the  central  point  of  the 
potto,  which  was  of  a  round  form,  and  very  hi^  in 
the  roof;  resembling  in  some  respects  the  dome  of  a 
cathedral  Corresponding  to  the  four  points  of  the 
compass,  there  went  offfour  long  galleries,  or  ar- 
cadei,  constructed  of  the  same  brilliant  maten'als 
vitfa  the  dome  itself,  and  the  termination  of  which 
vu  lost  in  darkness. 


on  the  sacred  book  thus  subjected  to  iu  utmost  influ- 
ence. 

The  White  Lady,  having  paused  long  enough  to 
let  young  Glendinning  take  a  complete  survey  of 
what  was  around  him.  now  said,  in  her  usual  chant, 

"Here lies  the  vohune  thou  boldly  hast  sous ht ; 

Touch  it  and  Udce  it,-'twill  dearly  be  bouglit  i" 

Familiarixed  in  some  de^ee  with  marvels,  and 
desperately  desirous  of  showing  the  courage  he  had 
boasted,  Halbert  plunged  his  hand,  without  hesita- 
tion, into  the  flame,  trusting  to  the  rapidity  of  the 
motion,  to  snatch  out  the  volume  before  theme  could 
Rreatljr  affect  it.  But  he  was  much  disappointed.  The 
flame  instantly  caught  upon  his  sleeve,  and  though 
he  withdrew  his  hand  immediately,  yet  his  arm  was 
80  dreadfully  scorched,  that  he  had  well-nigh  screamed 
with  pam.  He  suppressed  the  natural  expression  of 
anguish,  however,  and  only  intimated  the  agony 
whichhe  felt  by  a  contortion  and  a  muttered  j^oan. 
The  White  Lady  passed  her  cold  hand  over  his  arm, 
and  ere  she  had  finished  the  following  metrical  chant, 
his  pain  had  entirely  gone,  and  no  mark  of  the  scorch- 
ing was  visible: 

"  Rarti  thy  deed. 
Mortal  weed 
To  iounortsl  flames  applyinff ; 
Rasher  trust 
Hat  thinf  of  dust, 
On  his  own  weak  worth  relying : 
Strip  thoe  of  such  fences  vain^ 
Strip,  and  prove  thy  lack  aiain." 

Obedient  to  what  he  onderatood  to  be  the  meaning 
of  his  conductress,  Halbert  bared  his  arm  to  the 
shoulder,  throwing  down  the  remains  of  his  sleeve^ 
which  no  sooner  touched  the  floor  on  which  he  stooa 
than  it  collected  itself  together,  shrivelled  itself  up, 
and  was  without  any  visible  fire  reduced  to  Ught  tin- 
der, which  a  sudden  breath  of  wind  disperMd  into 
empty  space.  The  White  Lady,  observing  the  sur- 
prise of  the  youth,  immediately  repeated— 

"  Mortal  warp  and  mortal  woof 
Cannot  brook  this  charmed  roof; 
All  that  mortal  art  luiUi  wrought, 
to  our  cell  retumi  to  nought 
The  molten  gold  returns  to  day, 
The  polish'd  di 


fdiamoud  melts  away ; 
All  is  alter'd.  all  is  flown, 

igf  -      - 

Not  for  that  thy 
Courage 


All  »  aiieru,  an  n  uuwn, 
Nought  Stands  fkst  but  truth  aloce. 

Siest  give  o'er : 
y  obanee  onee  opre." 


Emboldened  by  her  words,  Halbert  Glendinning 
made  a  second  eflbrt,  and,  plunging  his  bare  arm 
into  the  flame,  took  out  the  sacred  volume  without 
feeling  either  -heat  or  inconvenience  of  any  kind. 
Astonished,  ana  almost  terrified,  at  bis  own  success, 
he  beheld  the  flame  collect  itself,  and  shoot  up  into 
one  long  and  final  stream,  which  seemed  as  if  it 
would  ascend  to  die  very  roof  of  the  cavern,  and 
then  sinking  as  suddenly,  became  totally  extinguish- 
ed. The  deepest  darkness  ensued ;  but  Halbert  had 
no  time  to  consider  his  situation,  for  the  White  Lady 
had  already  caugjit  his  hand,  and  thev  ascended  to 
upper  air  with  tbe  same  velocity  with  which  they  bad 
sunk  into  the  earth.  .    .     .     «     . 

They  s|ood  by  tbe  fountam  m  the  Com-nan-shian 
when  \hey  emerged  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  ; 
but  on  casting  a  oewildered  glance  around  him,  the 


No  human  imagination  can  conceive,  or  words  I  youin  was  surpris^  to  observe,  that  the  shadows 


wfficeto  describe,  the  glorious  radfianca  which,  shot 
fiercely  forth  by  the  flame,  was  returned  from  so  many 
handled  thousand  points  of  reflection,  aflbrded  by 
tiK  sparry  pillars  and  their  numerous  angular  cry£^ 
tall.  The  nre  itself  did  not  remain  steady  and  un- 
moved, but  rose  and  fell,  sometimes  ascending  \p  a 
brilliant  pyramid  of  condensed  flame  half  way  up  the 
lofty  expanse,  and  again  fading  into  a  eouft  and 
owce  rosy  hue,  and  hovering,  as  it  were,  on  the  nir- 
hce  of  toe  altar,  to  collect  its  strength  for  another 
powerful  exertion.  There  was  no  visible  fuel  by  which 
It  was  ftd,  nor  did  it  emit  either  smoke  or  vapour  of 
any  kind. 

What  was  of  all  the  most  remarkable,  the  bladt 
▼oltune  80  often  mentioned  lay  not  only  unconstimed, 
butantouched  in  the  sliriitest  degree,  amid  this  in- 
tensi^  of  fire,  which,  while  it  seemed  to  be  of  force 
lofficieot  to  melt  adamant,  had  no  effect  whatever  I 


0|Ld  follen  far  to  the  east,  and  that  the  day  was  well* 
nigh  spent    He  gazed  on  his  conductress  for  expla- 

gation,  but  her  figure  begap  to  fade  before,  his  eyes^ 
er  cheeks  grew  paler,  ner  features  le^  distinct,  her 
fomi  became  shadowy,  i^nd  blended  jtself  with  the 
mist  which  was  QSi^nding  the  hollow  ravine.  What 
had  late  the  symmetry  of  form,  and  the  dehcate,  yet 
clear  hues  of^  feminine  beauty,  now  resembled  the 
flitting  and  pale  ghost  of  some  maiden,  who  had  died 
for  love,  as  It  is  seen,  mdistinctly  and  by  moonlight, 
by  her  perjured  lover. 

"  Stay,  spirit!"  said  the  youth,  emboldened  by  his 
success  in  the  subterranean  dome,  ''thy  kindness 
must  not  leave  me.  as  one  encumbered  with  a  wea- 
pon he  knows  not  how  to  wield.  Thou  must  teach 
me  the  art  to  read,  and  to  understand,  this  volume; 
dse  what  avails  it  me  that  I  possess  it  f 

But  the  figure  of  the  While  Lady  stdl  waned  before 
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his  eyes,  until  it  became  an  outline  as  j^le  and  indis- 
tincTas  that  of  the  moon,  when  the  wmter  morning 
is  far  advanced:  and  ere  she  had  ended  the  following 
chant,  she  was  entirely  invisible  :— 

"Alul  tlul 

Not  oun  Uie  grace 

Th«M  holy  characten  to  trace : 

Idle  forms  of  painted  air, 

Not  to  iM  is  g\yen  to  share 
The  boon  bestow'd  oo  Adam'a  nee  t 

With  patience  bide, 

Heaven  will  proTide 
The  fitting  time,  the  fitting  guide." 

The  form  was  already  gone,  and  now  the  voice 
itself  had  melted  away  in  melancholy  cadence,  soft- 
ening, as  if  the  Being  who  spoke  had  been  slowly 
wafted  from  the  spot  where  she  had  commenced  her 
melody. 

It  was  at  this  moment  that  Halbert  felt  the  extre- 
mity of  the  terror  which  he  had  hitherto  so  manfully 
suppressed.  The  very  necessity  of  exertion  had  given 
him  spirit  to  make  it,  and  the  presence  of  the  myste- 
rious Being,  while  it  was  a  subject  of  fear  in  itself^ 
had  nevertneless  given  him  the  sense  of  protection 
being  near  to  him.  It  was  when  he  cotild  reflect  Mrith 
composure  on  what  had  passed,  that  a  cold  tremor 
shot  across  his  limbs,  his  hair  bristled,  and  he  was 
afraid  to  look  around,  lest  he  should  find  at  his  elbow 
something  more  frightful  than  the  first  vision.  A 
hteete  ansing  suddenly  realized  the  beautiful  and 
wild  idea  of  the  most  imaginativeiof  our  modern 
hardse- 
ll fann'd  his  cheek,  it  raised  his  hair. 

Like  a  meadow  gale  in  spring ; 
It  mingled  strangeljr  with  his  fears, 
Yet  It  felt  like  a  welcoming. 

The  youth  stood  silent  and  astonished  for  a  few 
minutes.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  extraordinary 
being  he  had  seen,  half  his  terror,  half  his  protectress, 
was  still  hovering  on  the  gale  which  swept  past  him, 
and  that  she  mignt  again  make  ho'self  sehsible  to  his 
organs  of  sight.  **  Speak !"  he  said,  wildly  tossing 
his  arms,  "  speak  yet  again— be  once  more  present, 
lovely  vision !— thnce  have  I  now  seen  thee,  yet  the 
idea  of  thy  invisible  presence  around  or  beside  me, 
makes  my  heart  beat  faster  than  if  the  earth  yawned 
and  gave  up  a  demon.*'  But  neither  sound  nor  ap- 
pearance indicated  the  presence  of  the  White  Lady, 
and  nothing  preternatural  beyond  what  he  had  already 
witnessed,  was  again  audible  or  visible.  Halbert^  in 
me  meanwhile,  by  the  very  exertion  of  again  inviting 
the  presence  of  this  mysterious  beiQg,  had  recovered 
his  natural  audacity.  He  looked  arbund  once  more, 
and  resimied  his  solitary  path  down  the  valley  into 
whose  recesses  he  had  penetrated. 

Nothing  could  be  more  strongly  contrasted  than 
the  storm  of  passion  with  which  he  had  bounded 
over  stock  and  crag,  in  order  to  plunge  himself  into 
theCom-nan-shian,  and  the  sobered  mood  in  which 
he  now  returned  homeward,  irniustriously  se^ng  out 
the  most  practicable  path,  not  from  a  wish  to  avoid 
danger,  but  that  he  might  not  by  personal  toil  dis- 
tract his  attention,  deeply  fixed  on  the  extraordinary 
scene  which  he  had  witnessed.  In  the  former  case 
he  had  sought  by  hazard  and  bodily  exertion  to  in- 
dulge at  once  the  fiery  excitation  of  passion,  and  to 
banish  the  cause  of  the  excitement  firom  his  recollec- 
tion ;  while  now  he  studiously  avoided  all  interruption 
,  to  his  contemplative  walk,  lest  the  difficulty  of  the 
'  way  should  interfere  with,  or  disturb,  his  own  deep 
reflections.  Thus  slowly  pacing  forth  his  course, 
with  the  air  of  a  pilgrim  rather  than  of  a  deer-hunter, 
Halbert  about  the  dose  of  the  evening  regained  his 
paternal  tower. 


CHAPTER   XIII. 

The  Miller  was  of  manljrmake. 

To  meet  him  was  na  mnwa  ; 
There  durst  na  ten  come  him  to  take. 

Site  Dotted  he  their  pows. 

CkriifM  Kirk  <m  tke  Orteik 

It  was  after  sunset,  as  we  have  already  stated, 
when  Halbert  Olendinning  returned  to  the  abode  of 

*  Coleridge. 
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his  father.  The  hour  of  dinner  was  at  noon,  and 
that  of  simper  about  an  hour  after  sunset  at  this 
period  of  the  year.  The  former  had  passed  without 
Halbert's  appearing;  but  this  was  no  uncommoD 
circumstance,  for  the  chase,  or  any  other  pastime 
which  occiuied,  made  Halbert  a  finquent  neglecter 
of  hours;  and  nis  mother,  though  angry  and  disap- 
pointed when  she  saw  him  not  at  table,  was  bo  much 
accustomed  to  his  occasional  absence,  and  knew  m 
little  how  to  teach  him  more  regularity,  that  a  tesiv 
observation  was  almost,  all  the  censure  with  wfaicfa 
such  omissions  were  visited. 

On  the  present  occasion,  however,  the  wrath  of 
good  Dame  Elspeth  soared  higher  than  usual  It 
was  not  merely  on  account  of  the  special  tup's-head 
and  trotters,  the  haggis  and  the  side  of  mutton,  with 
which  her  table  was  set  forth,  but  also  because  of  the 
arrival  of  no  less  a  person  than  Hob  Miller,  as  he 
was  universally  termed,  though  the  man's  name  wu 
Happer. 

The  object  of  the  Miller's  visit  to  the  Tower  of 
Olendearg  was  like  the  purpose  of  those  embassies 
which  potentates  send  to  each  other's  ooorta,  partlr 
ostensiSlei  partly  politic.  In  outward  tiiovr.  Hob 
came  to  visit  his  fnends  of  the  Halidome,  and  share 
the  festivity  common  among  country  folk,  after  the 
barn-yard  nas  been  filled,  and  to  renew  old  mtimaotes 
by  new  conviviahty.  But  in  very  truth  he  also  came 
to  have  an  eye  upon  the  contents  of  each  stack,  and 
to  obtain  such  information  respecting  the  extent  of 
the  crop  reaped  and  gathered  in  by  each  feuar,  as 
might  prevent  the  possibility  of  abstracted  muUurm. 

All  tne  world  knows  that  the  cultivators  of  each 
barony  or  regality,  temporal  or  spiritual,  in  Scotland, 
are  obliged  to  bring  their  com  to  be  grinded  at  the 
mill  of  the  territory,  for  which  they  pay  a  heavr  charge, 
called  the  intomt  muUures.  1  could  apeak  to  (he 
thiriage  ofinvecta  et  illata  too.  but  let  that  pass.  I 
have  said  enough  to  intimate  that  I  talk  not  without 
book.  Those  of  the  Sucken,  or  enthralled  ground, 
were  liable  in  penalties,  if;  deviating  from  this  thiriage, 
(or  thraldom,)  they  carried  their  grain  to  another  mul. 
Now  such  another  mill,  erected  on  the  lands  of  a  lay- 
baron,  lay  within  a  tempting  and  convenient  distance 
of  Glendearg;  and  the  miller  was  so  oblimng.  and 
his  char^  so  moderate,  that  it  refiuired  Hob  Miller's 
utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  evasions  of  his  right  of 
monopoly. 

The  most  effectual  moans  he  could  devise  was  this 
show  of  good  fdlowship  and  neighbourly  frienddiq),— 
under  colour  of  which  he  made  his  annual  cruise 
through  the  barony— numbered  every  corn-stack,  and 
computed  its  contents  by  the  boll,  so  that  he  could 
give  a  shrewd  hint  afterwards  whether  or  not  the  grist 
came  to  the  right  mill. 

Dame  ElspeU^  like  her  compeers,  was  obliged  to 
take  these  domiciliary  visits  in  the  sense  of  polite- 
ness ;  but  in  her  case  they  had  not  occurred  since 
her  husband's  death,  probably  because  the  Tower  of 
Glendearg  was  distant,  and  there  was  but  a  trifling 
quantity  of  arable  or  inJUld  land  attached  to  it 
Hiis  year  there  had  been,  upon  some  speculation  of 
old  Martin's,  several  bolls  sown  in  the  out-field, 
which,  the  season  being  fine,  had  ripened  remarkablj 
well.  Perhaps  this  circumstance  occasioned  the 
honest  Millers  including  Glendearg,  on  this  occa- 
sion, in  his  annual  round. 

Dame  Glendinning  received  with  pleasure  a  visit 
which  she  used  formerly  only  to  endure  with  pt- 
tience ;  and  she  had  changed  her  view  of  the  matter 
chiefly^  if  not  entirdy,  because  Hob  had  brought  with 
him  his  daughter  Mysie,  of  whose  features  she  oooki 
give  BO  slight  an  account,  but  whose  dress  she  bad 
described  so  accurately  to  the  Sub-Prior. 

Hitherto  this  girl  had  been  an  object  of  very  trifling 
consideration  in  the  eves  of  the  good  widow ;  but 
the  Sub-Prior's  particular  and  somewhat  mysterious 
Inquiries  had  set  her  brains  to  work  on  the  subject 
of  Mysie  of  the  Mill;  and  she  had  here  asked  a 
broad  question,  and  there  she  had  thrown  out  an  in- 
nuendo, and  there  again  she  had  gradually  led  on  to 
a  conversation  on  the  subject  of  poor  Myme.  Aod 
from  all  inquiries  and  investigations,  she  nsd  col- 
lected, that  Mysie  was  a  dark-eyed  laughter-loving 
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wench,  with  cherry  cheeks,  and  a  skin  as  white  as 
her  fatn^a  finest  bolted  nour,  out  of  which  was 
made  the  Abbot's  own  wastel-bread.  For  her  tem- 
per, she  sang  and  laughed  from  morning  to  night ; 
ana  for  her  fortune,  a  material  article,  besides  that 
which  the  Afiller  might  have  amassed  by  means  of 
his  oroverbial  golden  thumb,  Mysie  was  to  inherit  a 
xooa  handsome  lump  of  land,  with  the  prospect  of 
the  mill  and  mill- acres  descending  to  her  husband  on 
an  eaay  lease,  if  a  fair  word  were  spoken  in  season 
to  the  Abbot,  and  to  the  Prior,  and  to  the  Sub-Prior, 
and  to  the  Sacristan,  and  so  forth. 

By  turning  and  again  turning  these  advantages 
over  in  her  own  mind,  Elspeth  at  length  came  to 
be  of  opinion,  that  the  only  way  to  save  her  son 
Halbert  from  a  life  of  "spur,  spear,  and  snaffle,"  as 
thev  called  that  of  the  border-riders,  from  the  dint  of 
a  cfoth-yard  shaft,  or  the  loop  of  an  inch-cord,  was, 
that  he  should  marry  and  settle,  and  that  Mysie  Hap- 
per  should  be  his  destined  bride. 

Aa  if  to  her  wish.  Hob  Miller  arrived  on  his  strong- 
built  mare,  bearing  on  a  pillion  behind  him  the  loveiy 
Mysie,  with  cheeks  like  a  peony-rpse,  (if  Dame  Olen- 
dinning  had  ever  seen  one,)  spirits  all  afloat  with 
rustic  coquetry,  and  a  profusion  of  hair  as  black  as 
ebony.  The  beau-ideal  which  Dame  Glendinning 
had  been  bodying  forth  in  her  imagination,  became 
onexpectedly  reahzed  in  the  buxom  form  of  Mysie 
Happer,  whom,  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour,  she 
settled  upon  as  the  maiden  who  was  to  fix  the  rest- 
less and  untutored  Halbert.  True.  Mysie,  as  the 
dame  soon  saw.  was  likely  to  love  dancing  round  a 
may-pole  as  well  as  mansu^g  a  domestic  concern, 
and  Halbert  was  likely  to  break  more  heads  than  he 
would  grind  stacka  of  com.  But  then  a  miller 
should  always  be  of  manly  make,  and  has  been  de- 
scribed so  since  the  days  of  Chaucer  and  James  I.* 
Indeed  to  be  able  to  outdo  and  bully  the  whole  sucken^ 
(onoe  more  we  use  this  barbarous  phrase,)  in  all  ath- 
letic exercises,  was  one  way  to  render  easy  the  col- 
lection of  dues  which  men  would  have  disputed  with 
a  less  formidable  champion.  Then,  as  to  the  defi- 
ciencies of  the  miller's  wife,  the  dame  was  of  opi- 
nion that  they  might  be  suppUed  by  the  activity  of 
the  miller's  mother.  "  I  will  keep  house  for  the 
young  folk  myself,  for  the  tower  is  grown  very  lonely," 
thought  Dame  Glendinning.  "  and  to  live  near  the 
kirk  will  be  mair  comfortable  in  my  auld  age— and 
then  Edward  may  agree  with  his  brother  about  the 
fea,  more  especially  as  he  is  a  favourite  with  the  Sub- 
Prior,  and  then  he  may  live  in  the  auld  tower  hke  his 
worthy  father  before  nun— and  wha  kens  but  Mary 
Avenei,  high- blooded  as  she  is,  may  e'en  draw  in  her 
stool  to  the  chimney-nook,  and  sit  down  here  for 
good  and  a'  1— It's  true  she  has  no  tocher,  but  the 
uke  of  her  for  beauty  and  sense  ne'er  crossed  my 
e^en ;  and  I  have  kend  every  wench  in  the  Halidome 
of  St.  Mary's— ay,  and  their  mothers  that  bore 
them— ay,  mis  is  a  sweet  and  a  lovely  creatuns  as 
evar  tied  anood  over  brown  hair— ay,  and  then,  though 
her  uncle  keeps  her  out  of  her  am  for  the  present 
time,  yet  it  is  to  be  thought  the  gray-goose-shaft  will 
find  a  nole  in  his  coat  odr  proof,  as,  Ood  help  us  I  it 
has  done  in  many  a  better  man^a— And.  moreover,  if 
they  should  stand  on  their  pedigree  and  gentle  race, 
Edward  might  say  to  them,  that  is,  to  her  gentle 
kith  and  kin,  *  whilk  o'  ye  was  her  beat  friend  when 
she  came  down  the  glen  to  Glendearg  in  a  misty 
evening,  on  a  beast  mair  Uke  a  cuddie  than  aught 
else T— And  if  th^  tax  him  with  churl's  blood,  Edward 
might  say,  that,  rorby  the  old  proverb,  how 

Gentle  deed 
Makes  geotle  bleid ; 

*  The  rene  we  have  choaen  for  a  motto,  i«  fVoin  a  poem  im- 
(Htwl  to  Jamea  L  of  ScoUand.  Aa  for  the  Miller  who  figures 
•Booff  the  Cantef1>aT7  pilfrims,  beaidea  hia  aword  and  buclcler, 
he  boeated  other  attnbatet,  all  of  which,  but  eapeciallr  the  lait, 
■bow  that  he  relied  more  on  the  strength  of  the  outside  than 
ttet  of  the  inaide  of  hia  skull. 

The  miller  waa  a  atoot  carl  for  the  nones, 
Pull  bif  he  waa  of  brawn,  and  eke  of  bones ; 
That  proved  well,  for  whereaoe'r  he  cam. 
At  wreaUing  he  wold  bear  awajr  the  ram ; 
He  was  sh'irtshoulderM.  broad,  a  thick  gnu ; 
There  n'as  no  door  that  he  n'old  heave  of  bar, 
Or  break  it  at  a  ranning  with  his  head,  dec. 


yet,  moreover,  there  comei  no  chorl's  blood  from 
Glendinning  or  Brydone ;  for,  says  Edward" 

The  hoarse  voice  of  the  Miller  at  this  moment  re- 
called the  dame  from  her  reverie,  and  compelled  her 
to  remember,  that  if  she  meant  to  realize  her  airy 
castle,  she  must  begin  by  laying  the  foundation  in 
civility  to  her  guest  and  his  daughter,  whom  she  was 
at  that  moment  most  strangely  neglecting,  though 
her  whole  plan  tirnied  on  conciliating  their  favour 
and  good  opinion,  and  that,  in  fact^  while  arranging 
matters  for  so  intimate  a  union  with  her  company, 
she  waasufiering  them  to  sit  imnoticed,  and  in  their 
riding  gear,  as  if  about  to  resume  their  Journey. 
"  And  so  I  say,  dame,"  concluded  the  Miller,  (for  she 
had  not  marked  the  beginning  of  his  speech,)  **an  ye 
be  so  busied  with  your  nousewife-skep.  or  aught  else^ 
why  Mysie  and  I  will  trot  our  way  down  the  glen 
again  to  Johnnie  Broxmouth's,  who  pressed  us  nght 
kindly  to  bide  with  him." 

Starting  at  once  from  her  dream  of  marriages  and 
intermamages,  mills,  mill-lands,  and  baroni^  Dame 
El&peth  felt  for  a  moment  like  the  milk-maid  in  the 
fabr&  when  she  overset  the  pitcher,  on  the  contents 
of  which  so  many  golden  dreams  were  founded.  But 
the  foundation  ofDame  Glendinn lug's  hopes  was 
only  tottering,  not  overthrown,  and  she  hastened  to 
restore  is  equilibritmi.  Instead  of  attempting  to  ac- 
count for  her  absence  of  niind  and  want  of  attention 
to  her  guests,  which  she  mi^thave  found  something 
difficult,  she  assumed  the  ofienaive,  like  an  able  ge- 
neral when  he  finds  it  necessary,  by  a  bold  attack,  to 
disguise  his  weakness. 

A  loud  exclamation  she  made,  and  a  passionate 
complaint  she  set  up  against  the  unkindness  of  her 
old  friend,  who  could  for  an  instant  doubt  the  hearti- 
ness of  her  welcome  to  him  and  to  his  hopeful  daugh- 
ter ;  and  then  to  think  of  his  going  back  to  John 
Broxmouth's,  when  the  auld  tower  stood  where  it  did, 
and  had  room  in  it  for  a  friend  or  two  in  the  worst  of 
times— and  he  too  a  neighbour  that  his  umquhile  gos- 
sip Simon,  blessed  be  his  cast,  used  to  think  the  oest 
friend  he  had  in  the  Halidome !  And  on  she  went, 
luging  her  complaint  with  so  much  seriousness,  that 
she  had  wellnigh  imposed  on  herself  as  well  as  upon 
Hob  Miller,  who  had  no  mind  to  take  any  thing  in 
dudgeon ;  and  as  it  suited  his  plans  to  paas  the  night 
at  Glendearg,  would  have  been  equally  contentea  to 
do  so  even  nad  his  recq>tion  been  less  vehemently 
hospitable. 

To  all  Elspeth's  expostulations  on  the  unkindness 
of  his  proposal  to  leave  her  dwelling,  he  answered 
composedly,  "  Nay,  dame,  what  could  I  teU  7  ye 
might  have  had  other  grist  to  grind,  for  ye  looked  as 
if  ye  scarce  saw  us— or  what  know  17  ye  might  bear 
in  mind  the  words  Martin  and  I  had  about,  the  last 
barley  ye  sawed— for  I  ken  dry  multurest  will  some- 
times stick  in  the  throat.  A  man  seeks  but  his  awn, 
and  yet  folk  shall  hold  him  for  both  miller  and  mil- 
ler's man,  that  is  miller  and  knave,t  all  the  country 
over." 

"  Alaa.  that  you  will  say  so^  neighbour  Hob,"  said 
Dame  Easpeth,  "or  that  Mailin  should  have  had  any 
woida  with  you  about  the  mill-duea!  IwUlchide 
him  roundly  for  it,  I  promise  you,  on  the  faith  of  a 
true  widow.  You  know  fiiU  well  that  a  lone  woman 
is  sore  put  upon  by  her  servants." 

"Nay.  dame,"  said  the  Miller,  unbuckling  the  broad 
belt  which  made  fast  his  cloaks  and  served,  at  the 
same  time,  to  suspend  by  his  side  a  swingeinc  An- 
drew Ferrara,  "  bear  no  grudge  at  Martin,  for  I  beer 
none— I  take  it  on  me  as  a  thing  of  mine  office,  to 
maintain  my  right  of  multure.  lock,  and  goupen.f 
And  reason  good,  for,  as  the  old  song  says, 

I  live  by  my  mill.  Ood  bleas  her. 
She's  parent,  child,  and  wife. 

t  Dry  multures  were  a  fine,  or  oompenaation  in  money,  fbr  not 
grindinff  at  the  mill  of  the  thirl.  It  was,  and  is,  accounted  a 
vexatious  exaction. 

t  The  under  miller  ia,  in  the  lanfoage  of  thirlage.  called  the 
knave,  which,  indeed,  siffnifled  oncinally  hia  lad,  (Jtaate— Ger- 
man,) but  by  oeirees  came  to  be  taken  in  a  worae  senae.  In  the 
old  translatiooa  of  the  Bible,  Paul  ia  made  to  term  himaelf  the 
knave  of  our  Saviour.  The  allowance  of  meal  taken  by  the 
miller's  servant  was  called  knave-ahip. 

(  The  multure  was  the  rofular  exaction  for  frindioff  the  Dieal. 
The  U)ck,  nignifyinf  a  small  quantity,  and  the  gotten,  a  bandnu, 
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The  poor  old  slut,  1  am  beholden  to  her  for  my  living, 
and  bound  to  stand  by  her,  as  I  say  to  my  miU-Knavea, 
in  right  and  in  wrong.  And  so  should  eVery  honest 
fellow  stand  by  his  bread-winner.— And  so,  Mysie,  ye 
may  doff  your  cloak  since  our  neighbour  is  so  Kindly 
glad  to  see  us— why,  I  think,  we  are  as  blithe  to  see 
her— not  one  in  the  Halidome  pays  their  multures 
more  duly,  sequels,  arriage,  ana  carriage,  and  mill- 
services,  used  and  wont."^ 

With  that  the  Miller  hung  his  ample  cloak  without 
further  ceremony  upon  a  huge  pair  of  stag's  antlers, 
which  adorned  at  once  the  naked  walls  ofthe  tower, 
and  served  for  what  we  vulgarly  call  cloak-pins. 

In  the  mean  time  Dame  Elspeth  assisted  to  disem- 
barrass the  damsel  whom  she  destined  for  her  future 
daughter-in-law,  of  her  hood,  mantle,  and  the  rest  of 
her  riding  gear,  giving  her  to  appear  as  beseemed  the 
buxom  daughter  of  the  wealthy  Miller,  gay  and  good- 
ly, in  a  white  kirtle,  the  seams  of  which  were  em- 
broidered with  green  silken  lace  or  fringe,  entwined 
with  some  silver  thread.  An  anxious  glance  did  El- 
speth cast  upon  the  good-humoured  face,  which  was 
now  more  fully  shown  to  her.  and  was  only  obscured 
by  a  quantity  of  raven  black  hair,  which  tne  maid  of 
the  mill  had  restrained  by  a  snood  of  green  silk,  em- 
broidered with  silver,  corresponding  to  the  trimmings 
of  her  kirtle.  The  countenance  itself  was  exceedingly 
comely— the  eyes  black,  large,  and  roguishly  good- 
humoured— the  mouth  was  small— the  lips  well  lorm- 
eL  though  somewhat  full— the  teeth  were  pearly 
white— and  the  chin  had  a  very  seducing  dimple  in  it 
The  form  belonging  to  this  joyous  face  was  full  and 
round,  and  firm  and  fair.  It  might  become  coarse 
and  masculine  some  years  hence,  which  is  the  com- 
mon fault  of  Scottish  beauty;  but  in  Mysie's  six- 
teenth year  she  had  the  shape  of  an  Hebe.  The  anx- 
ious Elspeth,  with  all,  her  maternal  partiality,  could 
not  help  admitting  within  herself,  that  a  better  man 
than  Halbert  might  go  farther  and  fare  worse.  She 
looked  a  little  giddy,  and  Halbert  was  not  nineteen ; 
still  it  was  time  he  should  be  settled,  for  to  that  point 
tl\e  dame  always  returned ;  and  here  was  an  excel- 
lent opi>ortunity. 

The  simple  cunning  of  Dame  Elroeth  now  exhaust- 
ed itself  in  commendations  of  her  fair  guest,  from  the 
snood,  as  they  say,  to  the  single-solea  shoe.  Mysie 
listened  and  blushed  with  pleasure  for  the  first  five 
minutes ;  but  ere  ten  had  elapsed,  she  began  to  view 
the  old  lady's  comoliments  rather  as  subjects  of  mirth 
than  of  vanity,  ana  was  much  more  disposed  to  laugh 
at  than  to  be  flattered  with  them,  for  Nature  had 
mingled  the  good-humour  with  which  she  had  en- 
dowed the  damsel  with  no  small  portion  of  shrewd- 
ness. Even  Hob  himself  began  to  tire  of  hearing  his 
daughter's  praises,  and  broke  in  with,  "  Ay,  ay,  she 
is  a  clever  auean  enough :  and,  were  she  five  years 
older,  she  shall  lay  a  loaded  sack  on  an  aver*  with 
e'er  a  lass  in  the  Halidome.  But  I  have  been  looking 
for  your  two  sons,  dame.  Men  say  downby,  that 
Haloert's  turned  a  wild  springald,  and  that  we  may 
have  word  of  him  from  Westmoreland  one  moonlight 
night  or  another." 

^  Ood  forbid,  my  good  neighbour  \  Gk>d,  in  his 
mercy,  forbid  !'*  said  Dame  Glendinnmg  earnestly; 
for  it  was  touching  the  very,  key-note  of  her  appre- 
hensions, to  hint  any  probability  that  Halbert  might 
become  one  or  the  marauders  so  common  in  the  age 
and  country.  But,  fearful  of  having  betrayed  too 
much  alarm  on  the  subject,  she  immediately  added, 
"  That  though,  since  the  last  rout  at  Pinkie-cleuch, 
she  had  been  all  of  a  tremble  when  a  gun  or  a  spear 
was  named,  or  when  men  spoke  or  fighting:  yet, 
thanks  to  Qod  and  Our  Lady,  her  sons  were  like  to 
live  and  die  honest  and  peaceful  tenants  to  the  Abbey, 
as  then'  father  might  have  done,  but  for  that  awiiil 
hosting  which  he  went  forth  to,  with  mony  a  brave 
man  that  never  returned." 

"  Ye  need  not  tell  me  of  it,  dame."  said  the  Miller, 
"  since  I  was  there  myself^  and  made  two  pair  of  legs 
(and  these  were  not  mine,  but  my  mare's)  worth  one 

were  additiontl  perquititei  demanded  by  tho  miller,  and  submit- 
tod  to  or  rMiitad  by  the  Suekcwr  as  circnmctanoet  permitted. 
Theae  aod  other  petty  duos  were  called  in  feoeral  the  Beqveit. 
•  www— Property  a  hone  of  labour. 


pair  of  hands.  I  judged  how  it  wooki  be,  when  I 
our  host  break  ranks,  with  rushing  on  through  that 
broken  ploughed  fielo,  and  so  as  they  had  raftde  a 
pricker  of  me,  I  e'en  pricked  off  with  myself  while 
the  play  was  good." 

"  Ay,  ay.  neighbour,"  said  the  dame,  "  ye  were  aye 
9  wise  ana  a  wary  man ;  if  my  Simon  had  had  your 
wit,  he  might  have  been  here  to  speak  about  it  this 
day :  but  he  was  aye  cracking  of  his  good  blood  and 
his  high  kindred,  and  less  would  not  serve  him  than 
to  bide  the  bang  to  the  last,  with  the  earls,  and 
knights,  and  squires,  that  had  no  wivee  to  greet  for 
them,  or  else  had  wives  that  cared  not  how  soon  they 
were  widows ;  but  that  is  not  for  the  like  of  us.  But 
touching  my  son  Halbert^  there  is  no  fear  of  him ; 
for  if  it  should  be  his  misfortune  to  be  in  the  like 
case,  he  has  the  best  pair  of  heels  in  the  Halidome, 
and  could  run  almost  as  fast  as  your  mare  herself^" 

"  Is  this  he^  neighbour?"  quoth  the  Miller. 

"  No."  replied  tne  mother;  "  that  b  myyonngest 
son,  Edward,  who  can  read  and  write  like  the  Lord 
Abbot  himself,  if  it  were  not  a  sin  to  say  so." 

"Ay."  said  the  Miller;  "and  is  that  the  young 
clerk  the  Sub-Prior  thinks  so  much  of  7  they  say  he 
will  come  far  ben  that  lad:  wha  kens  but  ne  may 
come  to  be  Sub-Prior  himself?— as  broken  a  ship  ha* 
come  to  land." 

"  To  be  a  Prior,  neighbour  Miller."  said  Edward. 
"  A  man  must  first  be  a  priest,  and  for  that  I  judge  I 
have  little  vocation." 

"  He  will  take  to  the  pleug^-peule,  neighboor,"  said 
the  good  dame ;  "  and  so  will  Halbert  too,  I  trust  I 
mm  you  saw  Halbert.— Edward,  where  is  your  bro- 
ther r 

"  Hunting,  I  think,"  replied  Edward ;  **  at  least 
he  left  us  this  morning  to  ioin  the  Laird  of  Colmslie 
and  his  hounds.  I  have  heard  them  baying  in  the 
glen  all  day." 

"  And  if  I  had  heard  that  music,"  said  the  Miller, 
"  it  would  have  done  mjr  heart  good,  ay,  and  maybe 
taken  me  two  or  three  miles  out  of  my  road.  When 
I  was  the  Miller  of  Morebattle's  knava  I  have  fol- 
lowed the  hounds  from  Eckford  to  the  foot  of  Hou- 
nam-law— followed  them  on  foot.  Dame  Glendin- 
ning,  ay.  and  led  the  chase  when  the  Laird  of  Cess- 
ford  and  his  gay  riders  were  all  thrown  out  by  tbe 
mosses  and  guls.  I  brought  the  stag  on  my  back  to 
Hounam  Cross,  when  the  dogs  had  pulled  him  down. 
I  think  I  see  the  old  gray  knight,  as  ne  sate  so  upright 
on  his  strong  war-horsey  all  white  with  foam;  and 
*  Miller,'  said  he  to  me,  an  thou  wilt  turn  thy  back 
on  the  mill,  and  wend  with  me,  1  will  make  a  man  of 
thee.'  But  I  chose  rather  to  abide  by  clap  and  hsp- 
per,  and  the  better  luck  was  mine:  for  the  proud 
rercy  caused  hang  five  of  the  Laird  s  hendimra  at 
Alnwick  for  burning  a  rickle  of  houses  some  gate 
beyond  Fowberry,  and  it  might  have  been  my  luck 
as  well  as  another  man's.^ 

"^h.  neighbour,  neighbour."  said  Dame  Glendin- 
nuig^  "  you  were  aye  wise  and  wary ;  but  if  you  like 
hunting,  I  must  say  Halbert's  the  lad  to  pleose  fou. 
He  hath  all  those  fair  holiday-terms  of  hawk  and 
hound  as  ready  in  his  mouth  as  Tom  vrith  the  tod's- 
tail,  that  is  the  Lord  Abbot's  ranger." 

"  Ranges  he  not  homeward  at  dinner-dme,  daroej' 
demanded  the  Miller;  "  for  we  call  noon  the  dinner- 
hour  at  KennaquhairT' 

The  widow  was  forced  to  admit,  that,  even  at  this 
important  period  of  tbe  day,  Halbert  was  f^uendy 
absent;  at  which  the  Miller  shook  his  head,  intima- 
ting, at  the  same  time,  some  allusion  to  the  proverb  of 
MacFarlane's  geese,  which  "  liked  their  play  better 
than  their  meat"t 

That  the  delay  of  dinner  might  not  increase  the 

t  A  brood  of  wild-feeoe.  which  long  flreqneoted  one  of  the 
appermoet  ialandi  in  Looh-Lomond,  called  loch-Tavoe, 


mipposed  to  hare  some  myiterioaa  connexion  with  the  aneiat 
Aunily  of  IMaeParlane  of  that  ilk.  and  it  is  said  weie  nerw  mm 
aOer  the  ruin  and  extinction  of  that  house.  The  BftaeParlans 
had  a  house  and  garden  upon  that  same  island  of  Ineh-Tsvoe. 
Here  James  VI.  was,  on  one  occasion,  recaled  by  the  ctueftam. 
His  majesty  had  been  previouslir  much  amused  by  tbe  fsese 
pursuing  each  other  on  the  Locn.  But,  when  one  which  WM 
broufltt  to  table,  was  found  to  be  toofh  and  ill  fod.  James  ob- 
served—" that  MacFarlane's  geeae  liked  their  play  better  than 
their  meat,"  a  proverb  which  has  been  current  ever  since. 
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3|iller's  disposition  to  premise  Halbert,  Dame  Glen' 
dinning  called  hastily  on  Mary  Avenel  to  take  the  task 
of  entertaining  Mysie  Happer,  while  she  herself  rushed 
to  the  kitchen,  and  entering  at  once  into  the  province 
of  Tibb  Tacket,  rummaged  among  trenchers  and 
dishes,  snatched  pots  from  the  fire,  and  placed  pans 
and  gridirons  on  it,  accompanying  her  own  feats  of 
personal  activity  with  such  a  contmued  list  of  injunc- 
tions to  Tibb,  that  Tibb  at  length  lost  patience,  and 
said,  '*Here  was  as  muckle  wark  about  meating  an 
aula  miller,  as  if  they  had  been  to  banquet  the  blood 
of  Bruce."  But  thia,  as  it  was  supposed  to  be  spoken 
aside,  Dame  Glendinning  did  not  think  it  convenient 
to  hear. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 

Ntjr,  let  me  tiave  the  fHendt  who  eat  my  victuth, 
▲•  Twioos  u  my  <lishes.~T)ie  feeat'i  Doofht 
Vbere  one  hnfe  plato  predominatefl.    John  Plaintext, 
Re  thall  be  michty  beef,  our  Enrliah  itaple ; 
The  worthy  Aldennan,  a  butler'd  rfumplmr ; 
Yoo  pair  of  whisker'd  Corneta.  nifis  and  reei : 
Tlieir  Mend  the  Dandy,  a  irraen  fooie  in  aippeta. 
And  so  the  board  is  ipread  at  once  and  flll'd 
On  tile  same  principle— Variety.— >rev  Ptoy. 

Ain>  what  brave  lass  is  this  T  said  Hob  Miller,  as 
Mary  Avenel  entered  the  apartment  to  supply  the 
absence  of  Dame  Elspeth  Glendinning. 

"The  young  Lady  of  Avenel,  father,"  said  the 
Maid  of  the  Mill,  dropping  as  low  a  curtsy  as  her 
n»tic  manners  enabled  her  to  make.  The  Miller, 
her  father,  doflfed  his  bonnet,  and  made  his  reverence, 
not  altogether  so  lowj)erhaps  as  if  the  young  lady 
had  appeared  in  the  pnde  of  rank  and  riches,  yet  so 
as  to  give  high  birth  the  due  homage  which  the 
Scotch  for  a  length  of  time  sqrupulously  rendered 
toil. 

Indeed,  from  having  had  her  mother's  example 
bdbre  her  for  so  many  years,  and  from  a  native  sense 
of  propriety  and  even  of  dimity,  Mary  Avenel  had 
acquired  a  demeanour,  which  marked  h&c  title  to 
consideration,  and  effectually  checked  any  attempt  at 
familiarity  on  the  part  of  tnone  who  might  be  her 
associates  in  her  present  situation,  but  could  not  be 
well  termed  her  equab.  She  was  by  nature  mild, 
pensivcL  and  contemplative,  gentle  in  disposition,  and 
most  iMacable  when  accidentally  oflended:  but  still 
she  was  of  a  retired  and  reserved  habit,  and  shunned 
to  mix  in  ordinary  sports,  even  when  the  rare  occur- 
rence of  a  fair  or  wake  gave  her  an  opportunity  of 
mingling  with  companions  of  her  own  age.  If  at 
such  scenes  she  was  seen  for  an  instant,  she  appeared 
to  behold  them  with  the  composed  indinerence  of  one 
to  whom  their  gayety  was  a  matter  of  no  interest,  and 
who  seemed  only  desirous  to  glide  away  from  the 
scene  as  aoon  as  she  possibly  could. 

Something  also  had  transpired  concerning  her 
being  bom  on  All-hallow  Eve,  and  the  powers  with 
which  that  circumstance  was  supposed  to  invest  her 
over  the  invisible  world.  And  from  all  these  particu- 
lars combined,  the  young  men  and  women  of  the 
Halidome  used  to  distinguish  Mary  among  them- 
selves bv  the  name  of  the  Spirit  of  Avenel,  as  if  the 
£ur  but  nragile  form,  the  beautiful  but  rather  colour- 
less cheek,  the  dark  blue  eye,  and  the  shady  hair,  had 
beloi^ed  rather  to  the  immaterial  than  the  substantial 
worioT  The  general  tradition  of  the  White  Lady,  who 
was  supposed  to  wait  on  the  fortunes  of  the  family  of 
Avend,  gave  a  sort  of  zest  to  this  piece  of  rural  wit. 
It  gave  great  offence,  however,  to  the  two  sons  of 
Simon  Glendinning;  and  when  the  expression  was 
in  their  presence  applied  to  the  young  lady,  Edward 
was  wont  to  check  the  petulance  of  those  who  used 
it  by  strength  of  argument,  and  Halbert  by  strength 
of  arm.  In  such  cases  Halbert  had  this  advantage, 
that  although  be  could  render  no  aid  to  his  brother's 
argument,  yet  when  circumstances  required  it,  he  was 
sure  to  have  that  of  Edward,  who  never  indeed  him- 
self commenced  a  fray,  but,  on  fhe  other  hand,  did 
not  testify  any  reluctance  to  enter  into  combat  in 
Halbert's  behalf.  Or  in  his  rescue. 

Bat  the  zealous  attachment  of  the  two  youths, 
being  themselves,  from  the  retired  situation  in  which 
they  dwelt,  comparative  strangers  in  the  HaUdome, 


did  not  serve  in  any  degree  to  alter  the  feelings  of  the 
inhabitants  towards  the  young  lady,  who  seemed  to 
have  dropped  amongst  them  from  another  sphere  of 
life.  Still,  however,  she  was  regarded  with  respect, 
if  not  with  fondness ;  and  the  attention  of  the  Sub- 
Prior  to  the  family,  not  to  mention  the  formidable 
name  of  Julian  Avenel,  which  every  new  incident  of 
those  tumultuous  times  tended  to  render  more  famous, 
attached  to  his  niece  a  certain  importance.  Thus 
some  aspired  to  her  acquaintance  out  of  pride,  while 
the  more  timid  of  the  feuars  were  anxious  to  inculcate 
upon  their  children,  the  necessity  of  being  respectful 
to  the  noble  orphan.  So  that  Mary  Avenel,  little 
loved  because  little  known,  was  regarded  with  a 
mysterious  awe,  partly  denved  from  fear  of  her 
uncle's  mosstroopers,  and  partly  from  her  own  re- 
tired and  distant  habits,  enhanced  by  the  superstitious 
opinions  of  the  time  and  country. 

It  was  not  without  some  portion  of  this  awe,  that 
Mysie  felt  herself  left  alone  m  company  with  a  young 
person  so  distant  in  rank,  and  so  different  in  bearing, 
from  herself;  for  her  worthy  father  had  taken  the  first 
opportunity  to  step  out  unobserved,  in  order  to  mark 
how  the  bam-yaid  was  filled,  and  what  prospect  it 
afforded  of  gnst  to  the  mill.  In  youth,  however, 
there  is  a  sort  of  free-masonry,  which,  without  much 
conversation,  teaches  young  peitens  to  estimate  each 
other's  character,  and  places  them  at  ease  on  the 
shortest  acquaintance.  It  is  only  when  taught  deceit 
by  the  commerce  of  the  world^  that  we  learn  to  shroud 
our  character  from  observation,  and  to  disguise  our 
real  sentiments  from  those  with  whom  we  are  placed 
in  communion. 

Accordingly,  the  two  young  women  were  soon  en- 
gaged in  such  objects  of  interest  as  best  became  their 
age.  They  visited  Mary  Avenel' s  pigeons,  which  she 
nursed  with  the  tenderness  of  a  mother ;  they  turned 
over  her  slender  stores  of  finery,  which  yet  contained 
some  articles  that  excited  the  reroect  of  her  compa- 
iiion,  though  Mysie  was  too  good-humoured  to  nou- 
rish envy.  A  golden  rosary,  and  some  female  orna- 
ments marking  superior  rank,  had  been  rescued  in 
the  moment  of  theu'  utmost  adversity,  more  by  Tibb 
Tacket's  presence  of  mind,  than  by  the  care  of  their 
owner,  who  was  at  that  sad  period  too  much  sunk  in 

f'ief  to  pay  any  attention  to  such  circumstances, 
hey  struck  Mysie  with  a  deep  impression  of  venera- 
tion; for,  excepting  what  the  Lord  Abbot  and  the 
convent  might  possess  she  did  not  believe  there  was 
so  much  real  gold  in  the  world  as  was  exhibited  in 
these  few  trinkets,  and  Mary,  however  sage  and  se- 
rious, was  not  above  being  pleased  with  the  admira- 
tion of  her  rustic  companion. 

Nothing,  indeed,  could  exhibit  a  stronger  contrast 
than  the  appearance  of  the  two  girls ;— the  good- 
humoured  laughter-loving  countenance  of  the  Maid 
of  the  Mill,  who  stood  gazing  with  unrepressed  asto- 
nishment on  whatever  was  m  her  inexnerienced  eye 
rare  and  costly,  and  with  an  humble,  and  at  the  same 
time  cheerful  acquiescence  in  her  inferiority,  asking 
all  the  little  queries  about  the  use  and  value  of  the 
ornaments,  while  Mary  Avenel,  with  her  quiet  com- 
posed dignity  and  placidity  of  manner,  produced  them 
one  after  another  for  the  amusement  of  her  com- 
panion. 

As  they  became  gradually  more  familiar,  Mysie  of 
the  Mill  was  just  venturing  to  ask,  why  Mary  Avenel 
never  appear^  at  the  May-pole,  and  to  express  her 
wonder  when  the  young  lady  said  she  disliked  dan- 
cing, when  a  tramming  of  horses  at  the  gate  of  the 
tower  interrupted  their  conversation. 

Mysie  flew  to  the  shot- window  in  the  full  ardour 
of  unrestrained  female  curioaity.  "Saint  Mary! 
sweet  lady !  here  come  two  well-mounted  gallants ; 
will  you  step  this  way  to  look  at  them  ?" 

"  No,"  said  Mary  Avenel,  "  you  shall  tell  me  who 
they  are." 

•*^WelL  if  you  like  it  better,"  said  Mysie-"  but 
how  shall  I  know  them?— Stay,  I  do  know  one  of 
them,  and  so  do  you.  lady ;  he  is  a  blithe  man  some- 
what light  of  hand  they  say,  but  thegallants  of  these 
days  thmk  no  great  harm  of  that.  He  is  your  uncle's 
henchman,  that  they  call  Christie  of  the  Clinthill ; 
and  he  has  not  his  61d  green  jerkin  and  the  rusty 
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bUck-Jack  over  it,  but  a  scarlet  cloak,  laid  down 
with  silver  lace  three  inches  broad,  and  a  breastplate 
you  might  see  to  dress  your  hair  in,  as  well  as  in  that 
Keeking  glass  in  the  ivory  frame  that  you  showed  me 
even  now.  Come,  dear  lady,  come  to  the  shot-win- 
dow and  see  him."  

"  If  it  be  the  man  you  mean,  Mysie,"  replied  the 
orphan  of  Avenel,  '*  I  shall  see  him  soon  enough, 
considering  either  the  pleasure  or  comfort  the  sight 
will  give  me." 

"Nay,  but  if  you  will  not  come  to  see  gay  Chris- 
tie," replied  the  Maid  of  the  Mill,  her  face  flushed  with 
eager  curiosity,  "  come  and  tell  me  who  the  gallant 
is  that  is  with  him,  the  handsomest^  the  very  love- 
somest  young  man  I  ever  saw  with  si^t." 

"It  is  my  Toster-brother^  Halbert  Glendinning," 
said  Mary,  with  apparent  indifference ;  for  she  had 
been  accustomed  to  call  the  sons  of  Elspeth  her  fos- 
ter-brethren, and  to  live  with  them  as  if  they  had 
been  her  brothers  in  earnest 

"  Nay,  by  Our  Lady,  that  it  is  not,"  said  Mysie ; 
'*  I  know  the  favour  of  both  the  Glendinnings  well, 
and  I  think  this  rider  be  not  of  our  country.  He  has 
a  crimson  velvet  bonnet,  and  long  brown  hair  falling 
down  under  it.  and  a  beard  on  his  upper  lip,  and  his 
chin  clean  ana  close  shaved,  save  a  small  patch  on 
the  point  of  it,  and  a  sky-blue  jerkin,  slashed  and  lined 
with  white  satin,  and  trunk-hose  to  suit  and  no  wea- 

r>n  but  a  rapier  and  dagger^- Well,  if  I  was  a  man, 
would  never  wear  weapon  but  the  rapier !  it  is  so 
slender  and  becoming,  instead  of  having  a  cart-load 
of  iron  at  my  back,  like  my  father's  broadswordi  with 
its  great  rusty  basket-hilt  Do  you  not  delight  m  the 
rapier  and  poniard,  lady?" 

"  The  best  sword,"  answered  Mary,  "  if  1  must 
needs  answer  a  question  of  the  sort,  is  that  which  is 
drawn  in  the  best  cause,  and  which  is  best  used  when 
H  is  out  of  the  scabbard." 

"  But  can  you  not  guess  who  this  stranger  should 
be?"  said  Mysie. 

"  Indeed,  1  cannot  even  attempt  it ;  but  to  indge 
by  his  companion,  it  is  no  matter  how  little  ne  is 
known,"  replied  Mary. 

"  My  benison  on  his  bonny  face,"  said  Mysie,  "  if 
he  is  not  going  to  alight  here !  Now,  I  am  as  much 
pleased  as  if  my  father  had  given  me  the  silver  ear- 
rings he  has  promised  me  so  often ;— nay,  you  had  as 
well  come' to  the  window,  for  you  must  see  him  by 
and  by,  whether  you  will  or  not." 

I  do  not  know  how  much  sooner  Mary  Avenel 
might  have  sought  the  point  of  observation,  if  she 
had  not  been  scared  from  it  by  the  unrestrained  curi- 
osity expressed  by  her  buxom  friend ;  but  at  length 
the  same  feeling  prevailed  over  her  sense  of  dignity, 
and  satisfied  with  having  displayed  all  the  indiffer- 
ence that  was  necessary  in  pomt  of  decorum,  she  no 
longer  thought  herself  bound  to  restrain  her  curiosity. 

From  the  out-shot  or  projecting  window  she  could 
perceive,  that  Christie  of  the  Clinthill  was  attended 
on  the  present  occasion  bv  a  very  gay  and  gallant  ca- 
valier, who,  from  the  nobleness  or  nis  countenance 
and  manner,  his  rich  and  handsome  dress,  and  the 
showy  appearance  of  his  horse  and  furniture,  must, 
she  agreed  with  her  new  friend,  be  a  person  of  some 
consequence. 

Christie  also  seemed  conscious  of  something,  which 
made  him  call  out  with  more  than  his  usual  insolence 
of  manner,  /*  What,  ho !  so  ho  I  the  house !  Chiurl 
peasants,  will  no  one  answer  when  I  call?— Ho! 
Martin,— Tibb,— Dame  Glendinning!— a  murrain  on 
you,  must  we  stand  keeping  our  horses  in  the  cold 
here,  and  they  steaming  with  heat,  when  we  have 
ridden  so  sharply  ?" 

At  length  he  was  obeyed,  and  old  Martin  made  his 
appearance.  "  Ha !"  said  Christie,  "  art  thou  there, 
old  Truepenny?  here,  stable  me  these  steeds,  ana 
see  them  well  oedded,  and  stretch  thine  old  limbs  by 
rubbing  them  down ;  and  see  thou  guit  not  the  stable 
till  there  is  not  a  turned  hair  on  either  of  them." 

Martin  took  the  horses  to  the  stable  as  command- 
ed, but  suppressed  not  his  indignation  a  moment  after 
he  could  vent  it  with  safety.  "  Would  not  any  one 
think,",  he  said  to  Jasper,  an  old  ploughman,  who, 
in  coming  to  his  assistance,  had  hwcd  Christie's  im- 


perious injunctions,  "  that  this  loon,  this  Chnstie  of 
the  Clintmll,  was  laird  or  lord  at  least  of  him  1  No 
such  thing,  man !  I  remember  him  a  little  dirtjr  turn- 
spit boy  in  the  house  of  Avenel,  that  every  body,  in 
a  frosty  morning  like  this  warmed  his  nngers  by 
kicking  or  cuffing !  and  now  he  is  a  gentleman,  and 
swears,  d— n  him  and  renounce  him,  as  if  the  ^tie- 
men  could  not  so  much  as  keep  their  own  wicked- 
ness to  themselves,  without  the  like  of  him  going  to 
hell  in  their  very  company,  and  by  the  same  road.  I 
have  as  much  a  mind  as  ever  I  had  to  my  dinner,  to 

go  back  and  tell  him  to  sort  his  horse  himself^  since 
e  is  as  able  as  I  am." 

"  Hout  tout,  man  V*  answered  Jasper,  "  keep  a  calm 
sough ;  better  to  fleech  a  fool  than  fight  with  him." 
Martin  acknowledged  the  truth  of  the  proverb,  and, 
much  comforted  therewith,  betook  himself  to  dean- 
ing  the  stranger's  horse  with  great  assiduity,  remark- 
ing, it  was  a  pleasure  to  handle  a  handsome  nag,  and 
turned  over  the  other  to  the  charge  of  Jasper.  Nor 
was  it  until  Christie's  commands  were  literally  oom- 

fJied  with,  that  he  deemed  it  proper,  after  fitting  ab- 
utions,  to  join  the  party  in  the  spence ;  not  for  the 
purpose  of  waiting  upon  them,  as  a  mere  modem 
reader  might  possioly  exp«ct,  but  that  he  might  have 
his  share  of  dinner  in  their  company. 

In  the  meanwhile  Christie  had  presented  his  com- 
panion to  Dame  Glendinning  as  Sir  Piercie  Shafton, 
a  friend  of  his  and  of  his  master,  come  to  q[>ena  three 
or  four  days  with  little  din  in  tne  tower.  The  good 
dame  could  not  conceive  how  she  was  entitled  to 
such  an  honour,  and  would  fain  have  pleaded  ho- 
want  of  every  sort  of  convenience  to  entertain  a  guesi 
of  that  quality.  But,  indeed,  the  visiter,  when  he  cast 
his  eyes  round  the  bare  walls,  eyed  the  huge  black 
chimney,  scrutinized  the  meagre  and  broken  furni- 
ture of  the  apartment,  and  beheld  the  embarrassment 
of  the  mistress  of  the  family,  intimated  ^reat  reluc- 
tance to  intrude  upon  Dame  Glendinning  a  visit 
which  could  scarcje,  from  all  appearances,  prove 
otherwise  than  an  inconvenience  to  her,  and  a  pen- 
ance to  himself. 

But  the  reluctant  hostess  and  her  guest  had  to  do 
with  an  inexorable  man,  who  silenced  all  expostula- 
tion with,  "  such  was  his  masto^s  pleasure.  And. 
moreover,"  he  continued,  "  though  the  Baron  of 
Avenel' s  will  must,  and  ought  to  prove  law  to  all 
within  ten  miles  around  him,  yet  here  dame,"  he  said, 
"  is  a  letter  from  your  petticoated  baron,  the  lord- 
priest  yonder,  who  enjoins  you,  as  vou  regard  his 
pleasure,  that  you  afTora  to  tms  good  knight  such  de- 
cent accommodation  as  is  in  your  power,  su^ring 
him  to  live  aa  privately  as  he  snail  desire.— And  for 
you.  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,"  continued  Christie,  "  you 
will  judge  for  yourself,  whether  secrecy  and  safety 
is  not  more  your  object  even  now,  than  soft  beds  and 
high  cheer.  And  do  not  judge  of  the  dame's  goods 
by  the  semblance  of  her  cottage ;  for  you  will  see 
by  the  dinner  she  is  about  to  q>read  for  us,  that  the 
vassal  of  the  kirk  is  seldom  found  with  her  basket 
bare."  To  Mary  Avenel  Christie  presented  the  stran- 
ger, after  the  best  fashion  he  could,  as  to  the  niece  of 
his  master  the  Baron. 

While  he  thus  laboured  to  reconcile  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton  to  his  fate,  the  widow  having  consulted  her 
son  Edward  on  the  real  import  of  the  Lord  Abbot's 
injunction,  and  having  found  that  Christie  had  given 
a  true  exposition,  saw  nothing  else  left  fur  her  hot 
to  make  that  fate  as  easy  as  she  could  to  the  stranger. 
He  himself  also  seemedfreconciled  to  his  lot  by  soma 
feeling  probably  of  strong  necessity,  and  accepted 
with  a  good  grace  the  hospitality  which  the  dame 
offered  with  a  very  indifferent  one. 

In  fact,  tlie  dinner,  which  soon  smoked  beforo  the 
assembled  guests,  was  of  that  substantial  kind  which 
warrants  plenty  and  comfort  Dame  Glendinnios 
had  cooked  it  aiter^her  best  manner:  and  delighted 
with  the  handsome  appearance  which  her  good  cheer 
made  when  placed  on  the  table,  forgot  both  her  plans 
and  the  vexations  which  interrupted  them,  in  the 
hospitable  duty  of  pressing  her  assembled  visiters  to 
eat  and  drink,  watching  every  trencher  as  it  waxed 
empty,  and  loading  it  with  fresh  supplies  ere  the  guest 
could  utter  a  negative. 
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brevity,  to  ill  the  fine  things  whicih  oiinht,  as  he  con- 
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puzzled  her  by  Iheir  obscurity.  But  if  he  was  disap- 
pointed in  niakine  the  ricaired,  or  rather  the  eipocled 
impreasion,  upon  her  whom  he  addressed,  Sir  Piercio 
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a  effectually  blind»J  by  (ho 

and  courtyr  style  of  convjraaiion,  

ner  bc«a  by  Ihe  dosl  of  her  fnihcr'B  own  mealsacki 


etudite  and  courtyr  style  of  6 

lolied  flour,  a 
f  the  pearla  of  rhetoric  which  S 


But  then 


Shafton  acaiiered  around  liim  with  ai 


*"', 


•fus 

For  the  mile  psr(  of  the  < 
ashamed  of  hia  own  manner  ai 
when  he  observed  the  hanii 
with  an  ease  and  volubility  of 

flown  gallantry.    It  is  true,  (ho  good  - 


t  Ihe 


;.«:;;". 


tany,  Edward  ftU 
iwness  of  speech, 
e  young  courtier. 


nfon 


B  the  ' 


ippi^  in  (he  race  of  life, 

thoueh  las  Bubslanliall  and  well  conslitutnl  must 
ihe  mind  be,  that  can  yield  up  (he  prize  wi(haut  envy 
to  competitors  more  worihy  than  himBelf. 

Edwaid  Olendinning  had  no  such  philosophy. 
While  he  deepiaed  (ho  jsraon  of  the  gay  cavalier,  he 
envied  Ihe  facility  wi(h  which  ho  could  run  on,  as 


well  as  ilio  courily  grace  of  hia  lone 

and  the  ,perfeci  ease  and  riegnnce  with  -uicn  no 
offered  all  the  hdle  acta  of  poliienesa  to  which  the 
duties  of  the  table  gave  gpporluni(y.  And  if  I  am  to 
Mieaklnilh,  I  rauBlowntta(hB  envied  (hoaequahiiea 
tfie  more,  as  thcv  were  all  eiercised  in  MaryXvand's 
'^",'9^  "^'  alihoughonly  »  far  accepted  as  they 
couldnotbcrefiiBed^mdniatedawishontheBiraager's 


wiin  mm  upon  terms  oi  egualKy. 

iefly  on  his  clapper  and  lollHUsh, 
brag  of  hia  wealth  in  presence  of 
thin,  or  to  intrude  hia  discoiir{e 

of  the  conversation  may  not  be 
t  but  to  show  young  ladies  what 
t  lost  by  living  when  Ekiphuisni 

at  Isdy,"  said  tho  knight,  "  ihit 
i  of  our  Engliah  courtiers  of  thB 
at,  aa  Ihey  have  infinitely  refined 

msticial  diacourae  of  our  faihera, 

1,  as  I  may  aay,  more  be«emed  Iha  mouths  of 

ryroiaterers  inaMBy-Bame  than  that  of  coortlr 

gallants  in  a  galliard,  so  I  hold  it  ineflably  and  un- 
uiierably  impossible,  that  those  who  may  succeed  1u 
in  that  gerden  of  wit  and  eouneavshall  alter  or  amend 


^_r —  -'.'■ r  ^'  --"  ^-'^  .'Ut  A^itn 

n  sound  Apollo's  pipe  hut  Orpheus." 
"Valiant  air,"  aaid  Mary,  who  could  (C 
uahing,  "wehavebutloreioiceinthech 


ce  help 


"Prally  and  quaint,  faireel  lady,"  answered  the 
;uphuiBl.  "Ah,  ihal  I  had  with  me  my  Analomrof 
fit— (hat  all-lo-be-unparalleled  volume— that  quin- 
issenco  of  human  wit— (hat  treasury  of  quaJDl  iii- 
en  lion— that  exquiailely-pleasanl-to-read,  and  inen- 
ibly-necesBary<to- he-remembered  manual  of  alt  that 
1  worthy  to  be  known— which  indoetrinca  the  rude 
1  civilily,  (he  dull  in  in(ellectuali(r,  Ihe  heavy  in  >>- 
ssiiy.  the  bluni  in  geniiliiy,  (ha  vulgar  in  nobility; 
nd  all  of  ihem  in  that  unutterable  perfection  of  hn- 
lan  utterance,  that  eloquence  which  no  other  elo- 
quence is  sufficient  to  prai»*,  Inat  art  which,  when 
we  call  i(  bv  its  own  nairw  of  Euphmsm.  we  bestow 

"By  Saint  MaiT,^said  Cbriatie  of  tha  CHinlhill. 
"ifvour  woit>l>ip  had  told  roe  that  you  had  leftauch 
■tore*  of  wujhh  aa  you  talk  of  it  Pradbo*  Castis, 
Long  Dickie  and  1  irould  hare  had  ttwm  off  with  u 
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if  man  and  horse  could  have^canried  them ;  hut  you 
told  U8  of  So  treasure  I  wot  of.  save  the  silver  tongs 

taSlv  Chm  ie^ad  no  idea  that  all  these  epithets 
wKa  Munded  so  rich  and  splendid,  were  lavished 
uiwn  a  small  quarto  volume-with  a  stare,  and  then 
tuning  again  to  Mary  Avenel.  the  only  person  whoip 
hi  thought  worthy  to  addresSj^he  Proceeded  in  his 
stram  of  high-flown  oratory.  Event^ius,"  said  he, 
"  £  h^  cSntemn  the  splendour  of  Onenta^  pewl? ; 
aven  thus  are  the  deUcaciesof  a  choice  repast  in  vain 
offered  to  the  long-eared  grazier  of  the  cwnmon,  who 
turneth  from  them  to  devour  a  thistle.  Surely  as  idle 
is  it  to  pour  forth  the  treasures  of  oratory  before  the 
eyes  of  the  ignorant,  and  to  spread  thcdainues  of  the 
intellectual  banquet  before  those  who  are,  morally 
and  metaphysically  speaking,  no  better  than  aesM. 

"  Sir  Knight,  since  that  is  your  .quality,"  «ud  Ed- 
ward, **  we  cannot  strive  with  you  m  loftiness  of  lan- 
guage ;  but  I  pray  you  in  fair  courtesy,  while  you  ho- 


suase;  oui  i  pray  you  ui  lan  vv«iiw»,,  ^^..^y 

Sour  my  father's  house  with  your  presence,  to  spare 
us  such  vile  comparisons."   .,,,.,  ^  n 

"  Peace,  good  viUagio/*  said  the  knight,  gracefully 
v<raving  his  hand,  "  I  prithee  peace,  kind  nistic ;  and 
you,  my  guide,  whom  I  may  scarce  call  honest,  tet 
meprcvail  upon  you  to  imitate  the  laudable  taciturnity 
of  that  honest  yeoman,  who  sits  as  mute  as  a  miU- 
post,  and  of  that  comely  damsel,  who  seems  as  wiih 
her  ears  she  drank  in  what  she  did  not  altogether 
comprehend,  even  as  a  palfrey  lisleneth  to  a  lute, 
wbereot  howsoever,  he  knoweth  not  the  gamut. 

"Marvellous  fine  words,"  at  length  said  Dame 
Glendinning,  who  began  to  be  tired  of  sitting  so  long 
silent,  "  marvellous  fine  words,  neighbour  Happer, 
are  they  not  T'  ,  ,. 

"  Brave  words— very  brave  words— very  exceedmg 
pvet  words,"  answered  the  Miller ;  "  nevertheless,  to 
^eak  m;^  mind,  a  Uppy  of  bran  were  worth  a  bushel 

^  "I* think  so  too,  under  his  worahrp's favour,"  an- 
swered Christie  of  the  ClinthiU.  "  I  well  remember 
that  at  the  race  of  Morham,  as  we  called  it,  near  Ber- 
t^ick,  I  took  a  young  southern  fellow  out  of  saddle 
with  my  lance,  and  cast  him,  it  mieht  be,  a  gads 
length  from  his  nag:  and  so,  as  he  had  some  gold 
on  his  laced  doublet,  I  deemed  he  might  ha' the  like 
on  it  in  his  pocket  too,  though  that  is  a  rule  that  does 
uot  aye  hold  good— So  I  was  speaking  to  him  of  ran- 
som, and  out  ne  comes  with  a  handfm  of  such  terms 
-as  his  honour  there  hath  gleaned  up,  and  craved  me  for 
mercy,  as  I  was  a  true  son  of  Mars,  and  such  like. 

"  And  obtained  no  mercy  at  thy  hand,  1  dare  be 
sworn,"  said  the  knight,  who  deigned  not  to  speak 
Euphuism  excepting  to  the  fair  sex. 

•'^By  my  troggs,''  replied  Chnstie,  "  I  would  have 
thrust  my  lance  down  his  throat,  but  just  then  thev 
flung  open  that  accursed  postern  gate,  and  forth 
pricked  old  Hunsdon,  and  Henry  Carey,  and  as  many 
fellows  at  their  heels  as  turned  the  chace  northward 
again.  So  I  e'en  pricked  Bayard  with  the  sour,  and 
went  off  with  the  rest;  for  a  man  should  ride  when 
he  may  not  wrestle,  as  they  say  in  Tynedale.". 

"Trust  me,"  said  the  knight,  again  lurmng.  to 
Mary  Avenel,  "  if  I  do  not  pity  you,  lady,  who,  being 
of  noble  blood,  are  thus  in  a  manner  compelled  to 
abide  in  the  cottage  of  the  ignorant,  like  the  precious 
stone  in  the  head  of  a  toad,  or  like  a  precious  garland 
on  the  brow  of  an  ass.— But  soft,  what  gallant  have 
we  here,  whose  garb  savoureth  more  o7  the  rustic 
than  doth  his  demeanour,  and  whose  looks  seem 
more  lofty  than  his  habit  1  even  as" 

"  I  pray  you.  Sir  Knight,"  said  Mary,  "  to  ^are 
your  courtly  similitudes  for  refined  ears,  and  give  me 
leave  to  name  unto  you  my  foster-brother,  Halbert 
Glendinning." 

"The 
opine, 

this  mansion,  which  you.  madam,  enrich  with  your 
presence.— And  yet,^  touching  this  juvenal,  he  nath 
that  about  him  which  belongeth  to  higher  birth,  for 
all  are  not  black  who  dig  coals" 


THE  MONAdTERV.  ^^'^'  ^^' 

net   slad  to  get  in  a  woixl,  as  the/  say,  edgc^ya, 
^feaO  who  had  susuinid  the  gfance  of  tEe  Eng- 
lishman with  some  impatience,  and  *^°f^"^r*j«iil 
make  of  his  manner  and  l«J?B"«9e,  repli«i  with  sOTje 
aroerity,  "  Sir  Kn  ght,  we  have  m  this  land  of  Sopt- 
Ta^an  ancient  wyVng. » Scorn  not  the  bush  that 
bields  you'-you  area  guest  in  my  father's  hou«  to 
shelter  you  from  danger,  if  1  am  nghtly  informed  by 
the  domestics.    Scoff  not  its  homeliness  or  that  rf 
its  inmates-ye  might  long  have  abidden  at  the  court 
of  England  Jre  w?had  sought  your  favour  or  cnm- 
berS^u  w\th  our  society.    Since  your  fate  has  sent 
you  hither  amongst  us,  be  content^  with  «nch  lare 
and  such  converse  as  we  can  afford  you,  and  scorn 
us  not  for  our  kindness  ;Jor  the  Scots  wear  short 

^*An"^eawere"umedon  Halbert  ^hjle  ^e  waa  thus 
speaking,  and  there  was  a  general,  feehng  that  hw 
countenance  had  an  expression  of  intelligence,  and 
his  person  an  air  of  dignity,  which  they  had  new 
before  observed.  Whether  it  were  that  the  wondw- 
ful  Being  with  whom  he  had  so  lately  held  commu- 
nication, had  bestowed  on  him  a  grew  anddignityof 
look  and  bearing  which  he  had  not  before,  or  ^[betbcT 
the  being.conver8ant  m  high  mattery  and  called  to  a 
destiny  ^yond  that  of  other  men,  had  a  natural  effect 
in  giving  becoming  confidence  to  his  language  and 
manner,  we  pretend  not  to  detennme.  Butit  was 
evident  to  all,  that,  from  this  day,  younaHalbCTt  was 
an  altered  man  ;  that  he.  acted  with  the  steadmeM. 
promptitude,  and  determination,  which  betonged  to 
riper  years,  and  bore  himself  with  a  manner  which 
appertain^  to  higher  rank.  t,^^,. 

The  knight  took  the  rebuke  with  good  huraonr. 
"  By  mine  honour,"  he  said,  *'  thou  hast  reason  on 
thy  side,  good  juvenal— nevertheless,  I  spoke  not  as 
in  the  ridicule  of  the  roof  which  reheves  me,  but  ra- 
ther in  your  own  praise,  to  whom,  ifthis  room  be 
native,  thou  mayest  nevertheless  nse  from  itsyowli- 
ncss;  even  as  the  lark,  which  maketh  its  humble 
nest  in  the  furrow,  ascendeth  towards  the  sun.  as 
well  as  the  eagle  which  buildeth  her  eyry  m  the  chtt. 

This  high-flown  discourse  was  interrupted  by  Dame 
Glendinning,  who,  with  all  the  busy  anxiety  of  a  mo- 
ther, was  loading  her  son's  trencher  with  food,  and 
dinning  in  his  ear  her  reproaches  on  account  of  bis 
prolonged  absence.  "  And  see,"  she  said,  that  you 
do  not  one  day  get  such  a  sight  while  you  are  walk- 
ing about  among  the  haunts  of  them  that  are  not  of 
our  flesh  and  bone,  as  befell  Mnngo  Murrav  when  he 
slept  on  the  greensward  nng  of  the  Auld  KirkhiU 
at  sunset,  and;  wakened  at  daybreak  in  the  wild  hiUs 
of  Breadalbane.  And  see  that,  when  you  are  look- 
ing for  deer,  the  red  stag  does  not  gaul  you  as  he 
did  Diccon  Thorbum,  who  never  overcast  the 
wound  that  he  took  from  a  buck's  horn.  And  see, 
when  you  go  swaggering  about  with  a  long  broad- 
sword oy  your  side,  whilk  it  becomes  no  peaceful  roan 
to  do,  that  you  dinnameet  with  them  that  have  brrad- 
Bword  and  lance  both— there  are  enow  of  rank  riders 
in  this  land,  that  neither  fear  God  nor  regard  man. 

Here  her  eye,  "  in  a  fine  frenzy  rolling,"  fell  full 
upon  that  of  Christie  of  the  ClinthiU,  and  at  once  her 
fears  for  having  given  oflence  interrupted  the  current 
of  maternal  rebuke,  which,  like  rebuke  matnmo- 
niul,  may  be  often  better  meant  than  timed.  There 
was  something  of  sly^and  watchful  significance  in 
Christie's  eye,  an  eye  gray,  keen,  fierce.,  yet  w^lv, 
formed  to  express  at  once  cunning  and  mahce,  wbicb 
mode  the  dame  instantly  conjecture  she  had  said 
loo  much,  whUe  she  saw  in  imagination  her  twelve 

goodly  cows  go  lowing  down  the  glen  in  a  moon- 
ght  night,  with  half  a  score  of  Border  spearmen  at 
their  heels. 

Her  voice,  therefore,  sunk  from  the  elevated  tone 
of  maternal  authority  into  a  whimpering  anologetic 
sort  of  strain,  and  she  proceeded  to  say,  It  la  no 
that  I  have  ony  ill  thoughts  of  the  Border  ridcr^  for 
Tibb  Tacket  there  has  often  heard  me  say  that  I 
thought  spear  and  bridle  as  natural  to  a  Borderman 
as  a  pen  to  a  priest,  or  a  feather-fan  to  a  lady ;  and 
—have  you  not  heard  me  say  it,  Tibb  V* 

Tibb  showed  A>mething  less  than  her  expected 


ire  not  DiacK  wno  dig  coais ' 'Iidd  snowea  someimng  less  innn  ucr  expe^;iCTi 

rfor  all  white  who  are  milkrs,"  said  honest  Hap.  |  alacrity  ia  attesting  her  mistress's  deep  respect  for 
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the  rneboolen  of  (he  aotilhlainl  lull* ;  but,  thua  vuu- 
jured,  did  st  length  reply,  ■  Hout  ay,  mialreas,  I'ee 
WBTOil  I  h«™  heard  yon  mj  lomeihins  like  ihal." 

Molher !"  aaid  Halbert,  m  b  linn  and  command- 
ing tone  of  voice,  what  or  whom  is  it  that  you  fear 
under  my  falher'a  roofl— I  well  hope  that  it  harbouri 
not  a  inieai  in  whose  prcacnca  you  ate  afraid  to  aay 
Tour  pleaHire  w  me  or  my  brother  ?  1  am  sorrj  1 
have  been  delained  eo  lBie,lKing  ignorant  of  the  fair 

I  pray  you  let  thia  eicuae  suffice  :  and  what  aaiiBgea 
you,  will,  I  iruat,  b«  aolbias  leaa  than  accepiahle 
your  guesiB, 

An  anawer  calculated  bo  jually  betwixt  the  Biibmi 
son  due  (o  hia  parent,  and  ibe  nalural  feeling  of  di, 
nily  m  oue  wbo  was  by  birlh  master  of  the  manaio 
Lted  universal  Balisfaciion.    And  as  Elspeih  he 
n  the  aame  evening,  "  She 
n  in  the  callant.    Till  that 

^htoiTgt  tlie  hbu«  like  a  four-yea r°-l^ at  th^ 

least  wordotadvice  that  was  minted  at  him,  but  now 
ha  E»)oke  as  Brave  and  aa  douce  aa  the  Lord  Abbol 
himself.  Saekendnii,"Bhe  aaid,  "what  miKht  be  the 
upabot  of  II,  but  il  was  like  be  was  a  wonderfu'  cal- 


THE  H0NA8TEBT. 


All  waa  in  onJar.  (he  key  of  Iha  wUOb  left  aboTO  iha 

door,  and  thai  of  the  iron  wale  m  iha  inaide  of  (ha 
lock.    Id  abort,  the  retreat  had  been  made  wiih  acru- 
ity  of  the  garrison,  and 
■""-  — iplKinol'. 

sined  by  Hal- 


self  confessed 
did  tiot  think 
night,  he  look 


had  depended  on  ihs  accuracy'of  hia 
from  hia  liatleea  state  of 


only  erinced  his  eense  of  a  proper  audience  bpinB 
wanung,  by  his  Bbslraction  and  absence  of  mincT 
aeklom  speaking  until  he  was  twice  addressed,  and 
then  replying,  wiihout  trope  or  figure,  in  that  plain 
Engliah,   which  Dobody  could  apeak  better  when  he 


Engiiah, 


of  Ibe  conversation,  mdulae _. 

with  detaila  of  his  own  wild  and  inalorioua  warfare, 
while  Dame  Elspelh's  curch  brialletl  with  horror, 
and  Tibb  Tscket  rejoiced  to  find  herself  once  mote 
in  the  company  of  a  Jack-min,  listened  to  his  Isles, 
like  DesdcmonB  lo  Oihello's,  will)  undiBguiBoI  de- 


tach wrapped  up  in  bis  own  reHectiona,  and  only 
ujlempted  in  them  by  the  signal  lo  move  bedwanf. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


In  the  moi 
iight  d^Hriur 


sing  Christie  of  the  Clinthill  waa  n< 
seen.  As  this  wotlhy  personage  d. 
himself  on  soundin);  a  trumpet  befoi 

ade  it  empty-handed.  So,  in  the  lai 
lational  ballad, 


bctl,  who,  inatead  of  calcl 
bow,  and  sallying  oi     ■ 

turned  10  the  spcnce,  or  public  apar 
at  the  early  hour  of  aeven,  the  mi 
prepaied. 


.,  hisfre- 

,vily  beyond  Ills  yeara, 

g  meal  was 


irefsied. 

Tbers  he  found  the  Euphuiai,  in  the  aame  eleuant 
poature  of  ahsiruae  calculation  which  he  had  eihSit- 
ed  on  the  preeeding  evening,  his  arms  folded  in  the 
BBTviB  angle,  his  eyes  lumai  up  lo  the  same  cobwebi 
and  hia  heels  resiinE  on  ihe  ground  as  befo.e.  Tir(3 
'"I*  >nee"[ion  of  indolent  itnpotuince,  snd  not 
(he  last,  Halbert  resolved  at  once  lo  break  the  ico, 
being  dclerromed  to  knovr  what  circumstancea  hS 
brought  to  tlie  Tower  of  Glendiouing  a  guest  st  ouca 
ao  Bupercilious  snd  so  silent. 

"Sir  Knight,"  ha  aaid,  with  soma  firmness,  "I 
Dave  IwiCB  given  you  good  morning,  to  which  tha 
BbseiiCB  of  your  mind  hath.  I  preaume,  prevented  yoo 
from  yieldiiw  ailenlion,  or  from  making  reium.  Thia 
exchange  of  courtesy  la  at  vour  oleasura  lo  eivpot 
wiihhoB-BuI.  as  wliat  I  hava  (ariher  to  ssy  con- 


'.i^ntn", 


ejbut, 
er  confi 

,  fix  Ihem  on 


Halbert  relumed 


?ri  relumed  the  glance  witkoul 
lismay,  the  kniahl  thought  pro- 
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'  Sir  Knight,"  aaid  tbe  youth,  "  It  is  (he  custom  of 
B  Halidome,  or  pottimony  of  St.  Mary's,  to  Irou- 
ble  with  inquiries  no  guests  who  reeeiveour  hospi- 
iltty,  providing  they  iBrry  in  our  house  only  for  a 
mgle  retolution  of  the  aun.  We  know  (hat  both 
riminala  and  debtors  come  bilhsr  for  aaneluary,  and 
'e  scorn  lo  extort  from  the  pilgrim,  whom  chancv 
lay  makeour  guest,  an  avowalof  ihs  cause  of  bis 
ilgnmage  and  peoaace.  Bui  when  one  so  hi^ 
hove  our  rank  as  yourself.  Sir  Knight,  snd  espe. 
isUy  one  to  whom  the  posaesnon  of  such  pre-emi* 

Boux  guest  for  a  longe'r  lime,  il  is  our  usage  to  in- 
iiire  of  faim  whence  he  comea,  and  what  is  (hecauaa 

TboEogliBh  kniKb(  gsped  (w ice  or  lbric«  befora 
he  snawered,  and  thsn  replied  in  a  bantering  tons, 
"Truly,  good  villagio,  your  question  hsih  in  it  some- 
rtialof  embarraasmeni,  for  you  ask  me  Of  thmgi 
concerning  which  I  am  not  as  yel  sllogether  deier- 
'  '  iwsr  I  may  find  it  convenient  to  niaks. 
lee,  kind  juvenal,  that  thou  bsst  lbs 
Lotd  Abbot's  authority  for  ireating  me  to  the  best  of 
[bal  power  of  tbins,  which,  indeed,  may  not  always 
11  _..a!__  t accommodsiion  aseiltao'  of  ua 


harshly  i 


uil  your  norlhem  manners  thus 
—  -'le  secrets  of  Ihy  belleia  i  h- 


door  of  ihs  aparlment  opened,  and  Msry  Avenel  pre- 
aenled  herself-"  Bui  who  can  talk  of  discords,"  said 


tnn  ofhetwn  when  he  aii««  in  hie  ttor/.to  do  BUTfe,  I  plmcod, 
rath,  »nd  sll  ireful  posran*  "'{*''•  ""y- "  "  """■  '"^fil. 
..,  ,        .1..  f.™  _  ,„     -„„     ""fg  "^^^^    ^^„^l 


■cud  away.  Trani  the  face  which 

UB,  wilh  power  lo  aravpoK  our  ar 

nunsteouT  errors  flnQaifnculIieB,mnjiiK.  ".11  -uuj^™ 

raindi,  nnd  lull  lo  real  our  disorderly  opprehensionBi 

forBBtheheElBndwiinnth  of  ihe  eye  of  ihe  day  IB 

lo  the  mBierial   and  physical  world,  so  la  the  eye 

which  I  now  bow  down  before  to  lh>C  of  iha  intcl- 

He  eoncludod  wilh  a  profound  bow;  und  Mary 
Avenel,  gaiirg  from  one  to  Ihe.  other,  and  plainly 
•eeinglhal  aomcthmg  wB»  •miBa,  cojdd  oti  y  bbv, 
•'  For%eavfln'.  lake,  what  is  the  rneaning  of  ihisT' 

The  newly-atquired  tact  and  mielligenie  of  her  foB- 

He  was  quite  uncertain  how  he 
I  B  RUBBt,  who,  presenrinE  a  Bingu- 
nBBLitned  supenonty  and  impon- 
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imseir  near  to  hsr  vie,  and  opeaed  the  con- 
1  IS  follows  :— 

il  me,  fair  lady,"   he  said,  addreasme  Hary 

"il  much  rejoiceih  me,  being,  as  1  am,  a 

fromlhedelightsi  ' 

■"--re,  in  ihTa  obi 

....  .iTairforman 


Urfyhigb 
he  said,  ^i 


he  internal  reaoj 


the  ehutch'a  duea 


whether  hi 
Forming,  howevt 
SirPiercie  Shofion 

and  Beason.  he  resoivca  to  prosecuie  me  tt 
ianhei  at  present ;  and  the  entrance  of  his 
with  the  dBmsel  of  the  Hill,  and  the  reiur 
honest  Miller  from  ihe  Btacli-yBrd,  where 
been  ttumbering  and  calcul aline  the  ptobahli 
of  the  season's  grist,  rendered  farther  discut 
possible  for  Ihe  moment. 

In  the  course  of  the  catciilation,  it  could  ....    .    . 

'  '  '  neal  and  grindstones,  Ihat,  after 
were  paid,  end  after^l  which  lie 
iny  means  deduct  fror  -^ 


ndesrK. 

UB  in  high  good-hu- 

I  much  dL_  .. 
hish  birih  and  dis 


S^li^ 

linguished  quality,  he  1 
more  ordinary  and  b< 
Hary  Avenel,  wh 
neaa  of  feeling  the  fi 
dressed  [0  herself  i 
good  knight,  encouri 

nu^^'ontoh^lj 
of  hil  purpose  lo  b 
badehowahimBelfi 


udiDg  his  high  b 
flowed  on  her 


the  separation  of  ih r—i-    ~—.^^  — 

prepare  for  his  depsrlure  i  his  daughter  to  arrange 

—-'■--' ^    ■         ^waidwBS 

concerning 

brought  to  interest 'himself;  the  dame  loft  the 

npon  her  household  concerns,  and  Hary  waa  in  the 
act  of  following  her  when  she  suddenly  recollected. 
that  if  she  did  so,  the  strange  knighl  and  Halbert 
muat  be  left  alone  together,  at  the  risk  of  anotli« 

Ttie  maiden  no  aooner  abserred  this  ciretinul....^ 
tnaii  she  instantly  relumed  from  the  door  of  Iha 
aiHutmaat,  and,  seating  hendf  in  ■  imall  stooa 
window^aeit.  rtaotvad  to  maintain  that  eorb  which 
HIS  was  asnubla  her  presence  imposed  on  Halbert 
Cllu^mning,  of  wboae  qiuck  tamper  she  had  so 

Tlie  slnnger  marked  her  mations,  and,  either 

teipretuig  themu  inviting  his  society,  or  obedii 

to  those  lawBof  gaUantry  which  pemiiited  him  i.„. 

(D  Ihto  ■  l»<.  .„  silence  and  solitude,  he  initsnlly 


o  liare  a  lady  in 


I  shall  find  here, 


icure  and  sylTi 


'crsal 


vcly  lady,  tl 


lage  of  tl 
let  ine  pn 

change  with  rna    i 

named,  for  eiampl 
your  AtFsbibiy." 
"  Our  northern  ai 

to  whom  we  are  etranKera."  replied  Mary  Avi 

"  Nay,  bul  Bee  iiow,''  said  ihe  hnighi,  "  how  you 
are  startled  I  even  ae  (he  unbroken  Bleed,  which 
awerveB  oalde  from  Ihe  shaking  of  a  hondkerchia' 
though  ho  must  in  linie  encounlei  the  waving  i 
a  pennon.  This  courtly  exchBnra  of  epithets  ofjK 
pliments  which  p" 


"J 


auly,  « 


Elizabeth 


UKl 


,-— - — .    -  Enc- 

land  herself  calli  Philip  Sydney  her  .Courage,  end  Ks 

fore,  my  fair  PTotPCtion,  for  by  aucli  epithet  it  shsll 

'^ol  without  t 
lemipted  Halberl ; 


Ihe  knighl,  with  t] 


dolh 


"Byf 


a'lfdw 
make .. 

lint  Mary,"  replied  youni 
ight  that  it  does ;  for  ph 
ika  the  shelter  ■    ^    '  '  - 


iiscourae,  aaie  wilh  [hose 
an  soma  fooling  of  equality; 


^bledto 


mdinnina, 
nen  holcT  tfa 


it  1  sud  so  far,  therefore,  is  our  rank  equajized  while 
thia  roof  covers  UB  both?' 

"Thou   art   aliogether  deceived,"   aneweied    Sir 
Piercie;  "  and  that  thou  mawi  fully  adapt  ihyaelf  lo 

thy  eueai,  but  thai  o^  thy  maater,  the  Lord  Abbot  of 
St.  Mary  a,  who,  for  reBaons  best  known  to  himtetf 
and  me,  chooeeih  to  adminiaier  hiB  hosplteliiy  to  ma 
Ibrongh  the  meana  of  ihee,  his  servant  and  vassal, 
who  art,  therefore,  in  good  truth,  as  paasive  an  inetru- 

rugified  joint-stool  on  which  I  sit,  or  as  the  wooden 
trrncher  from  which  I  eal  my  coarse  ctiniinoas. 
Wherefore."  he  added,  turning  to  Mary,  "  fnireat  mi«- 
treaa.  or  rather,  as  1  said  before,  most  lovely  Pro- 

Mary  Avenel  was  about  to  reply  lo  him,  when  lbs 


r'^indueed  her  to  throw  herself  between 


tpillwL    In  Entry iim m  ff nuai 


u  1  hIiiSsSui  pi 


Chap.  XV.] 
bim  and  ibeMraonr, 
H>lb«rl,  beware  what 
"Feariii)l,fr 

with  ihe  uimo 

b;  Ihia  ruiitical  and 
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r,  exdumiog,  "  For  Ood'a  nki 

replied  SirPiercii 


vorii  I  liBve  heard 


Andrew,  ii 
_  ,  ju  ^enk  i  1 

lued  the  courti 


li  left  unc 


dnren  HBlberTB  indiKnil 
ihai  moment  Edwardnu 
the  iDtellignnce  that  the  two  moit  imporiani  office™ 
of  the  CooTent,  the  Kitchener  and  RereciLoner,  were 
jun  airired  wiih  ■  sumpier-mule,  loadi-d  with  pravi- 
naaa,  innouncing  thn)  the  Lord  Abbot,  the  Sub- 
Prior,  and  the  Sacrietan,  were  on  [heir  vay  Ihither. 

nconled  in  the  annals  of  St.  Haiya,  or  in  the  tradi- 
liona  of  Glendearg,  ihough  there  waa  a  faint  lenend- 
arr  report  ihm  a  certain  Abbot  had  dined  there  in 
old  days,  after  havinR  been  bewildered  in  a  hunling 
upediiion  amongtl  [be  wildt  which  lie  lo  the  tiotth- 

La  of  ibe  Halidame,  waa  a 
ind  ihe  news  excitnl  lbs 
e  meinbera  of  ihe  fumily, 


y  jou 


gteaut  NiT^ae  ia  a 
•aTJng  Hilberl  aloits. 
Thiafim  youth  w- 


:  r.J' 


...     __    .pfulloflheini 

°if,""^  «^B^med""l 

Abbot  conMM  hither.     I  will  know  of 

nghi  thia  eiranKer  ia  sent  hither  to  do: 

iiDda  our  fathapa  roof;  aa  if  we  were  BiaTsi  mu  noi 

freemen.  IwilUelltbeptouiiprieat  to  hia  beard" — — 

"  Alaa  ;  alas  I  my  brother,"  aaid  Edward,  "  think 
what  these  worde  may  coal  iheel" 

"  tnA  «rh>i  mJI  nr  ^hf,t  (-wii  they  coat  me,"  aaid 
e  my  human  feelinga 


mother!"  exclaimed  lUwird ; 
red  of  her  home,  expelled  from 
you  ineud  whal  youi  raahtuea 


Halberi,"ib 

Abbot  MiTdi 
__  '■  put  mot 

her  properly, 
mar  ruin  r 

"  II  is  too  Irae^  by  Heaien  I"  aaid  Ilalhert,  atriking 
hia  forehead-  Then,  stamping  hia  foot  against  the 
floor  to  eipteis  the  full  energy  of  the  passion  to  which 
be  dared  no  longer  give  vent,  be  turned  round  atidleft 

Mary  AvencI  looked  at  the  Xrsngcr  li^ight, 


aihewt 


Abbot     Bui  S 

and  w»Lied  not 
-Credit, 


nthei 


eofhisfL _ 

'iercie,  the  very  pink  of  coutipsy, 
enning  from  her  embarraesmenl, 

capable  of  aeeinp  or^hi 


Affability  ia  leas  thiin  capable  of  aeeing 
fa  less  of  reciting  or  reiiernting,  augiil 
aeemly  nature  which  may  have  chanced  while  i  en- 
pled  the  Elyaium  of  your  presence.  Tho  winds  of 
idle  passion  may  indeed  rudely  agitate  the  bofom  of 
''" — '      •    ■    '     '       t  of  the  courtier  is  polishai  to 


influen. 


As  the  trm 


of  the  t 


who  innanllfobayad,  not  a  little  glad 


little  glad  to  ««•»  from 

mplimenta  and  aimiltea  of  th)a  eotirtlike  gal- 

Norwaait  apparently  less  g  relief  on  his  pan  i 

theihreahold  of  the  room, 


„..., word  he  hi_ 

for  an  eipression  of  the  uimoat  lt>- 
Mid  after  indulging  in  one  or  two 
lo  a  Bolilqquy. 
I  wench  hither  1  Ai 
to  be  harboured  in  ■ 
or  a  dog's  kennel  in 

_,   ._.    _  .     __  r-^-iant-boy,  and  depen- 

Ihe  fsith  of  a  mercenary  ruffian,  bull  cannal 

Tiuat  come  aloft,  fyisk,  fidget,  and  make  spefche&  to 

of  The  Iwt^Bul  patieiiia.  Plercie  Shafton  i  thoii  mual 
lose  thy  well  eamed  clai  III  to  be  BO^ounted  a  devDui 

mnw'"  'aTthlr  think  ji^^^  Pm- 

cie  anaiton,  wnich  halh  Bent  Iheei  Bubject,  wbaratik» 

wjtiioui  deroKaiing  from  thy  rank,  (aince  the  hononra 

Avenel  family  are  beyond  diapute,)  tbou  mayal 

whetstone  for  (by  witty  complimenla,  a  strop 


uttered  iiilber 

sitode  and  ennui  i 

portentous  yawns,  broke  forth  in 

"  Whai  the  foul  fi      ■ 
if  it  wen  not  Bullic 

England,  b 
'inl  oti  the 
'en  have  i 

lutle blood  in  her  v 
■ejudice  a  ' '      ' 
'  Ihe  I  wo- 
lf thJTA' 


[OBhari 


n  thim 


blade,  the  more  i  I 'ia"  rubbed  the  brighter  and 

the  shanier  will  it  prove,  so But  what  need  I  waste 

my  stock  of  aimilitudea  in  holding  converse  with 
""    *     ider  comes  ihe  tnonkish  retinue,  like 


J  good  Dame  Elepeih  and  her  coodiutorB,  lopre- 
re  for  tbe  fitting  reception  of  the  Father  Lord  Ah- 
t  at)d  hiB  reljnue.     The  monka  hod  indeed  taken 

n  the  thanks  of  her 
Meeting  Hsiherl, 


as  might  enable  her  to  c 

feudal  lord  and  spiritual   falli 
lib  hisblood  on  (ire.  he  i 


l^i^'c,  andmu?!  n'aw''ifa  s^^r 

^as  now  haatening  his  jonmcy 
d  10  send  up  some  salrnon  by 


ring  by  what  means, 

jid  send  off  the  Maid 

-..d  adjotim  all  her  own 

future  opinttunily.  wbei 


expected  generositf 


enderod  any  present  allenvl 
nis  oaugnter  on  his  hands  loo  highly  u— 
M  farther  thought  on.     So  the  Miller  it 


iwardjoomey.      . 

nse  of  hoBpitality  pn 

rd;  for  Mysie  hso  oweit  le 
iltogelher  Ignorant  of  ibe  w 
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Ue  art  of  cookery,  which  her  father  patronised  to  the 
extent  of  conBuming  on  festival  davs  such  dainties  as 
his  daughter  could  prepare  in  emulation  of  the  luxu- 
ries of  the  Abbot's  kitchen.  ,  Laying  aside,  therefore, 
her  hoUday  kirtle,  and  adopting  a  dress  more  suitable 
to  the  occasion,  the  good-humoured  maiden  bared 
her  snowy  arms  above  the  elbows ;  and,  as  Elspeth 
acknowledged,  in  the  language  of  the  time  and  coun- 
try, took  entire  and  aefauid  part  with  her"  in  the 
labours  of  the  day ;  showing  unparalleled  talent,  and 
indefatigable  industry,  in  the  preparation  of  mor/retft, 
hlane-manger^  and  heaven  knows  what  delicacies 
besides,  which  Dame  Olendinning,  unassisted  by  her 
skill,  dared  not  even  have  dreamt  of  presenting. 

Leaving  this  able  substitute  in  the  kitchen,  and  re- 
gretting that  Mary  Avenel  was  so  brought  up,  that 
she  could  intrust  nothing  to  her  care,  unless  it  might 
'  be  seeing  the  great  chamber  strewed  with  rushes, 
and  ornamented  with  such  flowers  and  branches  as 
the  season  afforded.  Dame  Elspeth  hastily  donned 
her  best  attire,  and  with  a  beating  heart  presented 
herself  at  the  door  of  her  little  tower,  to  make  her 
obeisance  to  the  Lord  Abbot  as  he  crossed  her  hum- 
ble threshold.  Edward  stood  by  his  mother,  and  felt 
the  same  palpitation,  which  his  philosophy  was  at  a 
loss  to  account  for.  He  was  yet  to  learn  how  long 
it  is  ere  our  reason  is  enabled  to  triumph  over  the 
force  of  external  circumstances,  and  how  much  our 
feelings  are  affected  by  novelty,  and  blunted  by  use 
and  habit 

On  the  present  occasion,  he  witnessed  with  wonder 
and  awe  the  approach  of  some  half-score  of  riders, 
sober  men  upon  sober  palfreys,  muffled  in  their  long 
black  garments,  and  only  relieved  by  their  white 
scapularies,  showing  more  like  a  funeral  procession 
than  aught  else,  and  not  quickening  their  pace  beyond 
that  which  permitted  easy  conversation  and  easy  di- 
gestion. The  sobriety  of  the  scene  was  indeed  some- 
^svhat  enlivened  by  the  presence  of  Sir  Piercie  Shafton, 
^who^  to  show  that  his  skill  in  the  manege  was  not 
inferior  to  his  other  accomplishments,  kept  alternately 
pressing  and  checking  his  gay  courser,  forcing  him  to 
piane,  to  caracole,  to  passage,  and  to  do  all  the  other 
feats  of  the  school,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
Lord  Abbot,  the  wonted  sobriety  of  whose  palfrey 
became  at  length  discomposed  by  the  vivacity  of  its 
companion,  while  the  dignitary  kept  crying  out  in 
bodily  alarm,  "I  do  pray  you,  sir— Sir  Knight— good 
now.  Sir  Piercie— Be  quiet,  Benedict,  there  is  a  good 
steed— soh,  poor  fellow !"  and  uttering  all  the  other 
precatory  and  soothing  exclamations  by  which  a 
timid  horseman  usually  bespeaks  the  favour  of  a 
friskv  companion,  or  of  his  own  unquiet  nag,  and 
concluding  the  bead-roll  with  a  sincere  Deo  gratiaa 
■o  soon  as  he  alighted  in  the  court-yard  of  the  Tower 
of  Glendear$^ 

The  inhabitants  nnanimoualy  knelt  down  to  kiss 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  Abbot,  a  ceremony  which  even 
the  monks  were  oAen  condemned  to.  Gk>od  Abbot 
Boniface  was  too  much  fluttenxt  by  the  incidents  of 
the  latter  part  of  his  journey,  to  go  through  this 
ceremony  with  much  solemnity,  or  indeed  with  much 
patience.  He  kept  wiping  his  brow  with  a  snow- 
white  handkerchief  with  one  hand^  while  another 
was  abandoned  to  the  homage  of  his  vassals ;  and 
then  signing  the  cross  with  bis  outstretched  arm. 
and  exclaiming,  "  Bless  ye— bless  ye,  my  children  !'* 
be  hastened  into  the  house,  and  murmured  not  a  lit- 
tle at  the  darkness  and  steepness  of  the  rugged  wind- 
ing stair,  whereby  he  at  length  scaled  the  spence 
destined  for  his  entertainment,  and,  overcome  with 
fatigue,  threw  himself;  I  do  not  say  into  an  easy 
chair,  but  into  the  easiest  the  apartment  afforded. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 
A  covrtier  extraordiiMry,  who  by  diet 
Or  meats  and  drioka,  his  temperate  cxerciae. 
Choico  miuic,  ftaqumit  baUi,  hit  horary  nhifls 
Or  shirts  and  waiscoats,  menns  to  immortalize 
Mortality  itself,  and  makes  th«  essence 
Of  hia  whoto  haptnoass  tha  trim  of  court 

Magnetk  Lady. 

.W«»»  the, Lord  Abbot  had  suddenly  and  super- 
cuioualy  vanished  from  the  eyes  of  his  expectant 


vassals,  the  Sub-Prior  made  anaends  for  the  negli- 
gence of  his  principal,  by  the  kind  and  afiectionate 
greeting  which  he  gave  to  all  the  members  of  the 
family,  but  e»ecial1y  to  Dame  Elspeth,  her  foster- 
daughter,  and  ner  son  Edward.  ''  Where,"  he  evoi 
condescended  to  inquire,  "  is  that  naughty  Nimrod, 
Halbert  7— He  hath  not  yet,  I  trust,  turned,  like  his 
great  prototype,  his  huntmg-spear  against  man  T* 

"O  no,  an  it  please  your  reverence,"  said  Dame 
Glendinning,  "  Halbert  is  up  the  glen  to  get  soma 
venison,  or  surely  he  would  not  have  been  absent 
when  such  a  day  of  honour  dawned  upon  me  and 
mine." 

"  O,  to  get  savoury  meat,  such  as  our  soul  loveth,** 
muttered  the  Sub-rrior ;  it  has  been  at  times  an 
acc^table  gift. — I  bid  you  good  morrow,  my  good 
dame,  as  I  must  attend  upon  his  lordship  the  Father 
Abbot," 

**  And  O,  reverend  sir,"  said  the  good  widow,  de- 
taining him,  "if  it  might  be  your  pleasure  to  take 
part  with  us  if  there  is  any  thing  wrong ;  and  if  there 
IS  any  thing  wanted,  to  say  that  it  is  just  coming,  or 
to  make  some  excuses  your  learning  best  knows  how. 
Every  bit  of  vassail  and  silver  work  have  we  been 

§K>iled  of  since  Pinkie  Cleuch,  when  I  lost  poor 
imon  Glendinning,  that  was  the  warst  of  &'." 

"Never  mind— never  fear,"  said  the  Sub-Prior, 
gently  extricating  his  garment  from  the  anxioos 
grasp  of  Dame  Elspeth,  the  Refectioner  has  with 
him  the  Abbot's  plate  and  drinking  ctips ;  and  1  pray 
you  to  believe  that  whatever  is  short  \n  your  enter- 
tainment will  be  deemed  amply  made  up  in  yoor 
good-will." 

So  saying,  he  escaped  from  her,  and  went  into  the 
spence,  where  such  preparations  as  haste  permitted 
were  making  for  the  noon  collation  of  the  Abbot  and 
the  English  knight.  Here  he  found  the  Lord  Abbot, 
for  whom  a  cushion,  composed  of  all  the  plaids  in 
the  house,  had  been  unable  to  render  Simon's  huge 
elbow-chair  a  soft  or  comfortable  place  of  rest. 

"  Benedicite !"  said  Abbot  Boniface,  "  now  marry 
fie  upon  these  hard  benches  with  all  my  heart— they 
are  as  uneasy  as  the  acabella  of  our  novices.  Saint 
Jude  be  with  us,  Sir  Knight,  how  have  you  contrived 
to  pass  over  the  night  m  this  dungeon  ?  An  your 
bea  was  no  softer  than  your  seat,  you  might  as  well 
have  slept  on  the  stone  couch  of  Saint  Pacomius. 
After  trotting  a  full  ten  miles,  a  man  needs  a  softer 
seat  than  has  fallen  to  my  hard  lot." 

With  sympathizing  faces,  the  Sacristan -and  the 
Refectioner  ran  to  raise  the  JLK>rd  Abbot,  and  to 
adjust  his  seat  to  his  mind,  which  was  at  length 
accomplished  in  some  sort  although  he  continued 
alternately  to  bewail  his  fatigue,  and  to  exult  in 
the  conscious  sense  of  having  discnarged  an  arduoos 
duty.  "  You  errant  cavaliers,"  said  ne,  addressing 
the  knight,  "  may  now  perceive  that  others  have 
their  travail  and  their  toils  to  undergo  as  well  as 
your  honoured  faculty.  And  this  I  will  say  for  mjrself 
and  the  soldiers  of  Saint  Mary,  among  wliom  I  miT 
be  termed  captain,  that  it  is  not  our  wont  to  flinch 
from  the  heat  of  the  service,  or  to  withdraw  from  the 
good  fight.  No,  by  Saint  Mary!— no  sooner  did  I 
learn  that  you  were  here,  and  dared  not  for  certain 
reasons  come  to  the  Monastery,  where  with  as  good 
will,  and  with  more  convenience,  we  m'lRht  Eare 
given  you  a  better  reception,  than,  striking  the  table 
with  my  hammer,  I  called  a  brother— Timothy,  said  I, 
let  them  saddle  Benedict— let  them  saddle  my  black 
palfrey,  and  bid  the  Sub-Prior  and  some  half-score  of 
attendants  be  in  readiness  to-morrow  after  matins-^ 
we  would  ride  to  Glendearg.— BrotherTimothy  stsred, 
thinking.  I  imagine,  that  his  ears  had  scarce  oonebim 
justice— but  I  repeated  my  commands,  and  saifL  Let 
the  Kitchener  and  Refectioner  go  before  to  aid  the 
poor  vassals  to  whom  the  place  belongs  in  making  a 
suitable  collation.  So  that  you  will  consider,  good 
Sir  Piercie,  our  mutual  incommodities,  and  forgi^a 
whatever  you  may  find  amiss." 

"  By  my  faith^"^said  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  "  there  is 
nothing  to  forgive— If  you  spiritual  warriors  have  to 
submit  to  the  grievous  incommodities  which  your 
lordship  narrates,  it  would  ill  become  me.  a  sinful 
and  secular  man,  to  comnlain  of  a  bed  as  hard  as  a 
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LJon,  when  he  flic  up  the  head  of  H  Moor  carbonad 
■nd  of  other  Tiands  saTouiing  iilher  of  the  niaiicity 
of  ihis  northern  region." 

"By  the  eoad  uinis,  air."  laid  the  Abbol,  Bome- 
wbal  loucbed  in  puinlofhia  character  for  HoBpilahly, 
of  -hich  he  was  in  truth  a  moBt  faithful  and  zealouB 
professor,  "  it  Brieiei  me  to  the  henri  that  you  have 
found  our  vaassla  no  bailer  piDvided  for  your  recep- 
tiun— Yel  I  crave  leave  lo  observe,  thai  if  Sit  Piercie 
Shaflon's  afraira  hod  permitted  him  Is  honour  wilh 
faia  eoinpany  our  poor  houn  of  Sainl  Harr'a.  he 
laighl  have  had  leas  lo  complain  of  in  reapect  of 


"T"! 


your  lordship  the  reasana."  aoid  Sii 

'^n,  "  why  I  could  not  at  this  prcsen' 

your  dwelling,  or  avail  myself  of 


tudieL— 

The  Irf)rd  Abbot  immediately  isiucd  his  mandsL 
lolheReteclioner:  "Hie  thee  to  the  kitchen,  Brolhc 
Hilariua,  and  ihare  make  inquiry  of  our  brother  th^ 
Kitchener,  within  what  time  he  opines  that  our  coUn 
liou  ma;  be  prepared,  aiace  sin  and  sorrow  it  wen 
conaidcnng  the  hardahipsof  ibis  noble  and  gallan 
knitfht,  1.0  whit  menlipning  ot  weighing  ihoaa  w 
outadveB  have  endured,  if  we  were  now  either  ii 
"""'"'  I  hour  of  refeclion  beyo"  '  '^ 


when  th 


iands  sre  fit  lo  bo  sot  before  us.' 


Brother_^HiIariuB_^[M;led  with  ai 


he  way  ibal  niay  beat  suit  him.— And  no«,  ^^ 

■cie  Sliafton.  aince  the  faiea  have  aiaigaed  na  a 

X  of  wellnigh  an  hour,  ore  we  dan  hope  (o  eajat 

■e  (ban  the  vapour  ot  savour  ot  our  repasi,  may  1 

pray  you,  of  your  couneay,  lo  tell  me  the  cause  of  this 

viait  I  and,  above  all.  to  inform  ua.  why  you  will  not 

approach  our  more  pleauni  and  better  furniahed 

AmpfHim?" 

__.    Reverend _Pather,_ and  my  very  good  lord,"  said 


ijs  Btlendanla.  eieeiilinB  Ilia 
lom,  and  then  aaid,  "Your 
freely  unburden  youraelf  bs- 
and  counsellor  Father  Eus- 

merifa  will  apceddy  recom- 
niion,  in  which  .we  iroat,  he 


Indeed,"  he  added,  "  the  ofBce  of  Sub-Prior  ia  al- 
luf^iher  beneath  our  dear  brother j  nor  can  we  da- 
vale  him  unto  that  ofPrior,  which,  in  certain  reaeon^ 
is  at  present  kepi  vacant  amonjtat  ua.  Bowbeit, 
r._.i.__  I- ;_  III 1  .,  _..  confidence, 


the  collai 


'?UraSr 


uail^'aTir 


idlho 

,  _..d  paslry-meat,^will  scarce 

degree  of  Sre  which  learned  pol- 


io just  degree  of  Sre  which  learned  pot- 

^..  r.^jcr^c  SB  nttcet  fur  the  bodyi  and  if  it 

should  b«  past  one  o'clock,  were  it  but  ten  minules, 
our  brQlhcr  the  Kitchener  opines,  that  the  haunch  of 
venisoD  would  suffer  in  spile  of  Iha  skill  of  the  lililo 
liiin-bni,:he  whom  ho  has  recommended  to  yourhoh 


__ssby  his  praise 
"Howl"  said  I 

ihou  didst  iiilimi 


3  Abbot,  "a  haunch  of  venison 

1  its  preseace  in  thy  hamper  o: 

"  So  pleaae  yourbolineaa  and  lordship,"  said  the 
Refeciioner,  "be  is  a  son  of  the  woman  of  the  houai 
who  biib  shot  it  and  sent  it  in— kitlod  but  now ;  yet 
M  the  animal-heal  hath  not  left  the  body,  the  Kit 
cbener  undertakes  it  shall  eat  aa  tender  as  a  young 
chicken— and  this  youth  hath  a  special  gift  in  sh 

Ihel  ihe  bUxid  ia  not  driven  through  the  Reah 
happena  too  often  with  us.  It  ia  a  hart  of  grea; 
your  holineaa  has  seldom  seen  Buch  a  hiuneh." 

"  Silence,  Brolher  Hitstius,"  said  the  Abbot,  i 
iae  bis  mouth;  "  ii  ia  not  beseeming  our  ordt 
talk  of  food  so  eameaily,  especially  aa  we  muai 
have  our  animal  pawera  cihaustea  by  fisting, 
be  acceasible  (aa  lieing  ever  mere  morlals)  lo  <1 
signs  of  Ion gini:^'  (he  again  wiped  bis  moulh)  "wl 
anae  on  Ihe  mention  of  vicluals  to  a  hungry  a 
-Minute  down,  however,  ths  name  of  ihal  youll.    .. 
a  fitting  merit    should  be  rewarded,  end  he  shall 
hereafterbea/ra(crad«ueeur/-cnrfiim  in  ibckilchen 
and  buttery." 

"Alsa!  reverend  Father,  and  my  good  lord," 
plied  the  Refeclioncr,  - 1  did  inquire  after  the  you 
and  I  learn  he  la  one  who  prefers  the  casque  to  i — 
cowl,  Olid  Ihe  aword  of  the  fleah  to  the  weapons  of 

"  And  tjf  it  be  so,"  Boid  Ihe  Abbot,  "  see  Ihal  thc- 
retaia  him  aa  a  deputy-keeper  and  man-al-arma,  and 
nol  as  a  lay  brother  uf  ihe  Monaaiery~for  old  Tall- 
boy, our  foresler,  waxes  dim-eyed,  and  hath  Iwi 
spoiled  a  noble  buck,  by  hitting  him  unwarily  on  i 
haunch.     Ah  !  'tis  a  foul  fault,  the  abuaing  by  ev 

killing,  evil -dressing,  evd  appetite,  or  otherwise,  I 

good  tsreatures  indulged  lo  us  for  our  use.  Wherefore, 
aeenca  ui  the  seniM  of  ilus  youth,  Broiber  Uilanua, 


ofyaura.andwetlm 
MKrclii  ncutHi." 
;e  Shafion  jwwed  w 


r  it  be  aaid  of  bim. 

to  ihe  reverend  brs^ 
if  he  would  have  burst 

, nenced  his  speech. 

"  Cettes,  reverend  aira,  I  may  well  heave  such  a 
suBptratioii,  wbo  have,  as  it  were,  cichanBed  heaven 
fcr  purgatorv,  leaving  the  ligbtaome  sphere  of  th^ 
royal  court  of  Engiand,  for  aremote  nook  in  this  inac- 
ceasible  desert— quilting  the  liltyard,  where  I  waa  ever 
ready  aiiicng  my  compeers  to  splinter  a  lance,  either 
for  ihe  love  of  honour,  or  for  Ihe  honour  oflove,  in 
order  to  couch  my  knightly  speot  acainat  base  and 

SdferinB  beaoRnios  and  maraudera— eicbanging  lbs 
ghiedhalla,  wherein  luaed  nimbly  to  pace  Ibeswifi 
coraiito,  or  to  move  with  a  loflier  araee  in  Ihe  alalely 
gatliard,  for  Ibis  tugged  and  decay^  dungeon  of  niaty- 
oolourcd  stone— quilling  the  gay  theatre,  for  the  eoli- 
larychimney-nooKofaScotliah  dag-bouse— bartering 
the  soutida  of  ihe  soul-rBVishuiB  lulc,  and  the  love- 
awakonina  viol-de-gamba,  tor  the  discordant  squeak 
of  a  northern  bagpipe— above  all,  exchanging  ibe 
amilea  of  iboBe  beauties,  who  form  a  galaxy  around 
ilie  ilirono  of  England,  for  the  cold  courtesy  of  an 
unlauRhl  damsel,  and  the  bewildered  a  tare  of  a  mil- 
ler's maiden.  More  miahi  I  say,  of  the  exchange  of 
the  converaation  ot  gallanl  knighla  and  gay  cour- 


'"r; 


.^bbot  listened  to  this  list  of  c( 


ind  when  the  knight  pi 


the  relief  of 


to  lake  breath,  he  looked 

tone  he  should  reply  loan  eiordium  ao 
The  Sub-Prior  accordingly  slepped  in 
his  principlil. 

"We  deeply  sympalhiie  wilh  you.  ....  a—%  — 

fho  several  mortificationa  and  hardahips  to  which 
tale  has  subjected  you,  particularly  in  that  which  baa 
Ihrown  you  into  the  socieiyof  those,  wbo,  as  lliey 

neither  did  they  at  all  dealre  it.  Bulall  Ihiseocaii'Ltle 
way  to  expoutid  the  cause  of  this  train  of  diaaeieta, 
or,  in  plainer  words,  Ihe  reaaon  which  has  iximpelled 
you  into  a  situation  having  ao  few  charms  for  you." 
"  Gentle  and  reverend  sir,"  replied  Ihe  Knight, 
"forgive  an  unhappy  person,  who.  m  giving  a  histoiy 

'TiMntla/lhHdaRtfvl  ^ 
>afB*d  watk  oB  MiSEHa 
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iisd  upon  ibem  raliemetr,  e 


-.■but."  Bi 


.fallen  liiim  a  procipice,  lookelb  up- 
"  tha  height  from  which  hr  '--'''  ' 


It."  said  Ftiher  Eusli 


^^hich  of  hi 


of  01 


:qhave 


Bcrosi.'  Purilan  me,  grave  bit,  iiibi  i  ipei 
BUBge  of  the  liliyard,  which  Is  doubtleu 
your  reverend  ears.— Ah  I  bravs  resoii  of 
ihe  f»ir,  and  Ihe  gay  !— Ah!  ■' •■  ■-   - 

bright  eyes  ii  ia  graced  !    f 

HhaTton  advance,  ■■  ihe  u^uc  ii\  >uui  laumiii 
glnacea,  couch  hia  lance,  and  aput  his  hoiae  at  ihe 
sound  of  ihe  spiril-stirring  Irunipela,  nobly  called  ihe 


•fi^Ui 


u,iu  aiiiuiiiiD  oiuuiiu  hid  iuyoi;  ui.tic..  retci-o    luo  lo- 

nanu  with  whicli  beauly  hooours  chivalry  '. 

Hera  be  oaiised,  wrung  hia  hands,  looked  lIpwar^^^ 
and  Hemed  loat  in  conlemplalion  of  hia  own  fallen 

"""^  „j..  „iii-  -  ■   -•       "-■^-  -  ■■-- 

—  _  .._ — ,6*1  ho  wil.  , , 

mischief— Were  il  not  bcller  lo  call  up  ibe  rat  ol 
brethren  ?" 

Bui  the  Sub-Pnor  knew  better  Ihan  bin  Superior 
how  to  disiinguiab  the  jargon  of  nReclalion  from  the 
ravinga  of  inaaiiily,  and  although  the  eitremiiy  of 
iho  knight's  paasiau  seemed  ellogeiher  fanlaaiic,  yet 
he  waa  not  ignorant  lo  what  eitravagancea  the 
(bshlun  of  (he  day  can  conduct'ils  voiaries. 

Allawine,  iherefocc,  two  minutes'  space  to  permit 
the  kniEhl'B  cnlbusiastic  tt^m'^  la  exhaust  them- 
selves, he  again  gravely  remindul  him  that  Ihe  Lord 

Piercie  Shafton— that  it  was  alrogeihcr  impossible 
he  coijd  do  BO  without  his  receivinc  diatincl  infor- 
mation of  the  siiuniion  in  which  ha  Rod  now  Bought 
rafugeinScollsnii.— "Theday  woreon,"  boobservad, 
lookmsal  the  window;  "and  if  the  Abbot  should  he 
obliRcd  to  return  to  the  Monastery  without  obtaining 

but  "h^™veniei^''w'a8  liklufb^S  on  sTp^er^ 

Tha  hint  was  not  thrown  away. 
"Oh,  goddess  of  courtesy !"  said  the  kniRhl,  "  can 
I  have  so  far  forgotten  Ihy  behests,  ss  to  niske  this 
good  prelnie's  ease  and  time  a  sacrifice  to  my  vsin 
complaints!  Know,  then,  most  Worthy,  and  not  less 
worabipful,  that  I,  your  poor  visiter  and  guest,  om 
by  birth  nearly  bound  to  the  Piercie  of  Northumber- 
land, whose  fame  la  so  widely  blown  through  all 
parte  of  the  world  where  English  worth  hath  been 
known.    Now,  Ihts  present  Earl  of  Norlhumberland, 

ofwbom  I  propose  to  give  you  the  brief  history" 

•  "It  is  altogether  unnecessarv,"  said  Ibe  Abboti 
"Vc  know  him  to  be  a  good  and  true  noblemsn,  and 
a  sworn  upMder  of  our  Catholic  faith,  m  the  spite 
of  the  heretical  woman  who  now  aits  upon  the  throne 
-of  England.  And  it  ie  specially  as  his  hinaman,  and 
as  knowing  that  ye  partake  with  him  in  such  devout 
snd  faithful  belief  and  adherence  lo  our  holy  Mother 
Church,  that  we  say  to  you.  Sir  Piercie  Shafton, 
thai  ye  be  hearlily  welcome  to  us,  and  thai,  an  wc 
wist  how,  wp  would  labour  lo  do  you  good  aervico  in 

"For  Buch  kind  offer  I  rest  your  most  humble 
debtor,"  said  SirPiercie;  "norn<«dI  st  this  moment 
■ay  more  than  thai  my  Right  Honourable  Cousin  of 
Northumberlntid,  having  devised  with  me  and  some 

hers,  the  choice  and  picked  imlrita  of  iho  aee.  how 

ldbTw^-■ -■- 


leth,  by  the  sssLSt 


!d,l  it 


ia  fric 


mv  nfrsonai  BBfely  becomes,  as  it  were,  entwined  or 
lied  therewith.  Nalhaless,  as  we  ban  bad 
reason  to  believe,    this  Pnnceas  Ehiabetb, 

akilful  in  tracking  whatever  schemes  may  bepureucd 
for  bringing  her  tills  into  challenge,  or  for  erecting 
again  the  disciplme  of  the  Catholic  chitrcli,  haaot 
iBined  certain  knowledge  of  Ihe  trains  which  we  had 
laid  before  we  could  give  Are  unto  them.  Wherefbte, 
my  Right  Honourable  Cousin  of  Northumbedand, 


il  best  belike 

d  shame  Cor  the  w 


Df  all  Ibis  uafllcking  upon  lay  back:  which  load  1 
am  tha  ralher  content  to  bear,  in  that  he  hath  alwap 
shown  himself  my  kind  and  honourable  kinsman. 
ts  well  as  that  my  estate,  I  wot  not  how,  faaib  oflaie 

af  those  braveries,  wherewith  it  is  incumbent  on  us, 
who  are  chosen  and  selected  spirits,  to  distinguish 

°"''so^hJ?'^»s''i^,'^Mid  the  Sub-Prior,  "your 
;  rails  rendeiw  a  foreiED  journey  leas  incom  - 

r  10  you  than  it  might  have  been  lo  the  noble 

E  right  worthy  cousini" 

I  m  oru— you  have  touched  the  point  with  a 

f  V  cost  and  expensoi  had  been  lodeed  some- 

.,,eh  at  Ihe  late  triumphs  and  louraeya,  and 


peculiar  glory— and,  io  speak  Irolb,  it  was  in  some 

tart  the  hope  of  seeing  these  maitcra  amemjed  that 
id  me  to  daire  a  new  world  in  England." 
"  So  Ibst  the  miacBniage  of  your  public  enlnpHse, 
with  the  derangement  04>[0ur  own  private  aMira,' 
said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  have  indncid  you  In  seek  Scot- 
land as  a  place  of  refuge  T' 


I  haliet 


I  had  bi 


y  journey  norihward. 


t,  ihiekfy 


doublet  of  Gcnoe 

Bonamico  of  Md_..,  

-W  speed,  judging  that  1  might  do  well  to 

■ -'-■  Honourable  Cousin  of  Norlhumberlsn 

castles.     Bill  SB  I  posted 


irThtaH"  wii{ 


Right  Hono 
ofliis  numt 


AInwi 


gfrom 


Ed  of  a 


wildly  dc 


Northallerton  by  one  Henry  Vaughan, 
a  eervani  01  my  right  honourable  kinsman,  who 
showed  me,  that  as  then  I  miifhl  not  with  nlely 

onlers  from  hia  court,  he  was  obliged  to  issue  oul 

"This,"  said  the  Abbot,  "seeme  but  hard  measun 
on  the  pari  of  your  honourable  kmsman." 

"It  might  be  so  judged,  my  lord,"  replied  Sir  Pier- 
cie ;  "  nevertheless,  I  will  stsnd  to  the  death  for  the 
honour  of  my  Right  Honourable  Cousin  of  North- 
umberland. Also,  Henry  Vaughan  gave  me,  from 
my  said  cousin,  a  good  horse,  and  a  purse  of  gold, 
wiih  two  Bordot-pnckers,  as  they  are  called,  for  my 
guides,  who  conducied  me,  by  auch  roads  and  bi'- 
palhs  as  have  nevtT  been  seen  since  the  daya  of  Su- 
Lancelot  and  Sir  Triairem,  inio  this  kmgdom  of 
Scotlnnd,  and  to  llie  house  ofa  certain  baron,  or  one 
who  holds  the  alyle  of  aueh,  called  Juban  AvencT. 

;  Abbot,  "  must  have  been 
idge  from  the  appetite  which 
■^ '  be  hath  not,  I  judge, 

intherighl." 

cleiu  al  the  depairture  : 


right  wretched  ;  for,  lo 
Julian  Ehowelh  when 

continued  Sirl'icrcie; ''  we  had  bi 
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for  HboaA  this  Julian  Ayenel  called  as  to  no  reckon- 
imS,  yetnedid  80  extravagantly  admire  the  fashion 
otmy  poniaid~the  poipiet  Ming  of  silver  exquisitely 
hatched,  and  indeed  the  weapon  being  altogether  a 
piece  of  ezceedins  rare  device  and  b^uty— that  in 
faith  1  could  not  for  very  shame's  sake  but  pray  his 
acceptance  of  it;  words  which  he  gave  me  not  the 
trooSle  of  repeating  twice,  before  he  nad  stuck  it  into 
his  greasy  bufT-belt,  where,  credit  me,  reverend  air.  it 
shewed  more  like  a  butcher's  knife  than  a  gentle- 
man's dagger." 

**  So  goodly  a  gift  might  at  least  have  purchased 
you.  a  few  davs*  hospitalitjr,"  said  Father  Eiistace. 

*'  Reverend  sir,"  said  Sir  Piercie,  "  had  I  abidden 
with  him,  I  should  have  been  complimented  out  of 
evenr  remnant  of  my  wardrobe— actually  flayed,  by 
the  Dospiiable  gods  1  swear  it !  Sir,  he  secured  my 
spare  doublet,  and  had  a  pluck  at  my  galligaskins— I 
wts  enforced  to  beat  a  retreat  before  I  was  altogether 
unrigoed.  That  Border-knave  his  serving-man  had 
a  plodL  at  me  too,  and  usurped  a  scarlet  cassock  and 
steel  cuirass  belonging  to  the  page  of  my  body,  whom 
I  was  £ain  to  leave  behind  me.  In  good  time  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  mv  Right  Honourable  Cousin, 
dM>wing  roe  that  he  had  wntten  to  you  in  my  behalf, 
and  sent  to  your  charge  two  mails  filled  with  wear- 
ing apparel— namely,  my  rich  crimson  silk  doublet 
ilashed  out  and  lined  with  cloth  of  gold,  which  I 
wore  at  the  last  revels,  with  baldric  and  trimmings 
to  correspond— also  two  pair  black  silk  slops,  with 
haogmg  garters  of  carnation  silk— also  the  flesh-co- 
knred  sitken  doublet,  with  the  trimmings  of  fiir,  in 
which  1  danced  the  salvage  man  at  the  Gray's-Inn 
mnmmery— also" 


"  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  I  pray  you  to 
spam  the  farther  inventory  of  your  wararobe.  The 
iBooks  of  Saint  Mary's  are  no  freebooting  barons, 
aad  whatever  part  of  your  vestments  arrived  at  our 
hoose.  have  been  this  day  faithfully  broueht  hither, 
with  tne  mails  which  contained  them.  I  may  pre- 
fuine  Irom  what  has  been  said,  as  we  have  indeed 
been  given  to  tyiderstand  by  the  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land,  that  your  desire  is  to  remain  for  the  present  as 
anknown  and  as  unnoticed,  as  may  be  consistent 
with  your  high  worth  and  distinction  T' 

"  iUas,  reverend  father !"  replied  the  courtier,  "  a 
blade  when  it  is  in  the  scabbard  cannot  give  lustreL  a 
diamond  wdKn  it  is  in  the  casket  caijnot  give  light, 
and  worth,  when  it  is  compelled  by  circumstances  to 
obscure  itself  cannot  draw  observation— my  retreat 
can  only  attract  the  admiration  of  thoee  few  to  whom 
drcnmstances  permit  its  displaving  itself." 

**  I  conceive  now,  my  venerable  father  and  lord, 
said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  that  your  wisdom  will  assign 
nch  a  course  of  conduct  to  this  noble  knight,  as  may 
be  alike  consistent  with  his  safety,  and  with  the  weal 
of  the  community.  For  you  wot  well,  that  perilous 
•tndes  have  been  made  m  these  audacious  days,  to 
the  destruction  of  all  ecclesiastical  foundations,  and 
that  our  lM>Iy  community  has  been  repeatedly  menaced. 
Hitherto  they  have  found  no  flaw  in  our  raiment;  but 
a  party,  friendly  as  well  to  the  Queen  of  England,  as 
to  the  heretical  doctrines  of  the  schismatical  church, 
or  even  to  worse  and  wilder  forms  of  heresy,  prevails 
DOW  at  the  court  of  our  sovereign,  who  dare  not  vield 
to  )m  suffering  clergy  the  protection  she  would  gladly 

extend  to  them."  ,    ,     ,    .  ,     ,, , 

"My  lord,  and  reverend  sir,"  said  the  knight,  "I 
win  gladly  relieve  ye  of  mv  presence,  while  ye  canvass 
tlua  matter  at  your  freedom ;  and  to  speak  truly,  I 
am  desirous  to  see  in  what  case  the  chamberlain  of 
my  noble  kinsman  hath  found  my  wardrobe,  and 
how  he  hath  packed  the  same,  and  whether  it  has 
eoftred  from  the  ioumey— there  are  four  suits  of  as 

Be  and  elegant  device  as  ever  the  fancy  of  a  fair 
y  doated  upon,  every  one  having  a  treble  and  ap- 
propriate change  of  ribbons,  trimmings,  and  fnnges, 
which,  in  case  of  need,  may  as  it  were  renew  each  of 
them,  and  multiply  the  four  into  twelve.— There  is 
also  my  sad-coloured  riding-suit,  and  threecut-work 
diirts  with  falling  bands— I  pn«r  you,  pardon  me— 
I  must  needs  see  how  matten  stand  with  them  witn- 
OQt  farther  dallying." 


Prior,  looking  after  him  significantly,  added,  "Whtrs 
the  treasure  is  will  the  heart  be, also."    - 

"  Saint  Mary  preserve  our  wits!"  said  the  Abbot, 
stunned  with  the  knight's  abundance  of  words  t 
"  were  man's  brains  ever  so  stufliMi  with  silk  and 
broadcloth,  cut-work,  and  I  wot  not  what  besides  1 
And  what  could  move  the  Eari  of  Northumberland 
to  assume  for  his  bosom  counsellor,  in  matters  of 
depth  and  danger,  such  a  feather-brained  coxcomb 
as  this !" 

"  Had  he  been  other  than  what  he  is,  venerable 
father,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  he  had  been  less  fitted 
for  the  part  of  scape-goat,  to  which  his  Righ  ^Honour- 
able Cousin  had  probably  destined  him  from  the  com- 
mencement, in  case  of  their  plot  failing.  I  know 
something  of  this  Piercie  Shafton.  The  legitimacy 
of  his  mother's  descent  from  the  Piercie  family,  the 
point  on  which  he  is  most  iealous,  hath  been  called 
m  question.  If  harebrained  courage,  and  an  out- 
rageous spirit  of  gallantry,  can  make  good  his  pre- 
tensions to  the  high  lineage  he  claims,  these  quahtiea 
have  never  been  denied  hun.  For  the  rest,  he  is  one 
of  the  ruffling  gallants  of  the  time,  like  Rowland 
Yorke,  Smkely,*  and  others,  who  wear  out  their  for- 
tunes, and  endanger  their  hves,  in  idle  braveries,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  esteemed  the  only  choice 
gallants  of  the  time;  and  afterwards  endeavour  to 
r^air  their  estate,  by  engaging  in  the  desperate  plots 
and  conqpiracies  which  wiser  heads  have  devised. 
To  use  one  of  his  own  conceited  similitudes,  such 
courageous  fools  resemble  hawks,  which  the  wiser 
conspirator  keeps  hooded  and  blindfolded  on  his  wrist 
until  the  Quany  is  on  the  wing,  and  who  are  then 
flown  at  them." 

"  Saint  Mary,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  he  were  an  eVil 
guest  to  introduce  into  our  quiet  household.  Our 
young  monks  make  bustle  enough,  and  more  than  is 
beseeming  (Sod's  servants,  about  their  outward  attire 


already— this  knight  were  enough  to  turn  their  brains, 
from  tne  Vcstiaritis  down  to  tne  very  scullion  boy." 
"A  worse  evil  might  follow,"  said  the  Sub-Prior: 
"  In  these  bad  days,  the  patrimony  of  the  church  is 
bought  and  sold,  forfeited  and  distrained,  as  if  it  were 
the  unhallowed  soil  appertaining  to  a  secular  baron. 
Think  what  penalty  awaits  us,  were  we  convicted  of 
harbouring  a  rebel  to  her  whom  they  call  the  Queen 
of  England !  There  would  neither  be  wanting  Scot- 
tish parasites  to  beg  the  lands  of  the  foundation,  nor 
an  army  from  England  to  bum  and  harry  the  Hali- 
dome.  The  men  of  Scotland  were  once  Scotsmen, 
firm  and  united  in  their  love  of  their  country,  and 
throwing  every  other  consideration  aside  when  the 
frontier  was  menaced— now  they  are— what  shall  I 
call  them— the  one  part  French,  the  other  part  Eog- 

•  "  Torke,"  tajn  Camden,  "  was  •  Londoner,  •  man  of  loose 
and  dissolute  l)ehaviour,  and  dcRporatelr  audacioni— farooua  in 
hi*  time  amongst  the  common  bullies  and  swaf^rer*.  as  being 
the  first  that,  to  the  treat  admiration  of  many  at  his  bnldnesa, 
brought  into  England  the  t>old  and  dangerous  way  of  reneinf 
with  the  rapter  in  duelling.  Whereas,  till  that  time,  the  Eng- 
lish used  to  fight  wiUi  long  swords  and  bneklers,  striking  witt 
the  edge,  and  thought  it  no  part  of  man  either  to  push  or  ttrfln 
beneath  tlie  girdle."  ^       _         ,      „^  ,.  ^C 

Having  a  command  in  the  Low  Countoies.  Yofke  revolted  Ip 
the  Spaniards,  and  died  misurably.  poisoned.  ■■  was  suppoMd, 
by  his  new  allies.  Three  years  afterwards,  hia  bories  were  dug 
up  and  gibbeted  by  the  command  of  the  States  of  Holland. 

Thomas  Stukely,  another  distinguished  gallant  of  the  lime, 
was  bred  a  merchant,  being  the  son  of  a  rich  clothier  in  the 
west.  He  wedded  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  a  wealthy  alde^ 
man  of  London,  named  Curtis.  aH^jr  whose  death  he  squanderwi 
the  riches  he  thus  acquired  in  all  manner  of  extravagance. 
His  wife,  whosQ  fortune  supplied  his  waste,  represented  to  him 
that  he  ought  to  make  more  of  her.  Slukely  replied,  I  will 
make  as  much  of  thee,  believe  me,  as  it  is  possible  for  any  to 
do ;"  and  lie  kept  his  word  in  one  sense,  having  stripped  hat 
even  of  her  woaring  apparel,  before  he  finally  ran  away  from  her. 

Having  fled  to  Ilalr,  he  conUived  to  impose  upon  the  Pope, 
with  a  plan  of  invading  Ireland,  for  which  he  levied  soidieri, 
and  made  some  preparations  ;  but  ended  by  engaging  hiniMir 
and  his  troops  in  the  service  of  King  SebasUan  ofPortugal.  He 
sailed  wiUi  that  orince  on  his  tktA  voyage  to  Barbary,  and  fMI 
with  him  at  the  battle  of  Alcarar.         ,  ..     .. .   .  j..^  ,k- 

Stukely.  as  one  of  the  first  gallants  of  «»»  tynj.  .^■*  "•<*  W 
honour  to  be  chronicled  in  aong.  in  Evans's  Old  Ballads,  vol- "i. 
edition  1810.  His  fate  is  also  introduced  m  a  tragedv,  by  (Morge 
Peel,  as  lias  been  supposed,  called  Uie  BatOe  w  Al«x«r,  flrom 
which  play  l)ryden  is  alleged  to  have  taken  the  idea  of  Don 
Sebastian ;  if  so.  it  is  surprising  he  omitted  a  character  "o  ooo- 
gonial  to  King  Charles  the  Second*!  time,  as  tba  wittj.  biavs 


„  ,    .  .       goniai  to  King  Ciurias  tne  oec 

ThoA  speaking, lie  left  the  room;  od  the  Sub- 1 sikI profligate ThomaaStukair. 
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lisb^  considering  their  deer  native  country  merely  as 
a  prize-fighting  stage,  upon  which  foreigners  are  wel- 
come to  decide  their  Qiurrels." 
"  Benedicite !"  rephed  the  Abbot,  "  they  are  indeed 
.)ery  and  evil  times." 
^'  And  therefore,"  said  Father  Eustace,  "  we  must 
walk  warily— we  must  not,  for  example,  bring  this 
roan—this  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  to  our  bouse  of  Saint 
Marv's." 

"  But  how  then  shall  we  dispose  of  him  ?"  replied 
the  Abbot;  "bethink  thee  that  he  is  a  sufferer  for 
holy  Church's  sake— that  his  patron,  the  Karl  of 
Northumberland,  hath  been  our  friend,  and  that, 
lying  so  near  us,  he  mav  work  us  weal  or  wo  ac- 
cording as  we  deal  with  nis  kinsman." 

"  And,  accordingly,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  for  these 
reasons,  as  well  as  for  discharge  of  the  great  duty  of 
Christian  charity,  I  would  protect  and  relieve  this 
man.  Let  him  not  go  back  to  Julian  Avenel— that 
unconscientious  baron  would  not  stick  to  plunder  the 
exiled  stranger— Let  him  remain  here— the  spot  is 
secluded,  and  if  the  accommodation  be  beneath  his 
quality,  discovery  will  become  the  less  likely.  We 
will  make  such  means  for  his  convenience  as  we  can 
devise." 

"Will  he  be  persuaded,  thinkest  thoul"  said  the 
Abbot;  "I  will  leave  my  own  travelling  bed  for  his 
repose,  and  send  up  a  suitable  easv-chair." 

With  such  easements,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "he 
must  not  complain ;  and  then  if  threatened  by  any 
sudden  danger,  he  can  soon  come  down  to  the  sanc- 
tuary, where  we  will  harbour  him  in  secret  until 
means  can  be  devised  of  dismissing  him  in  safety." 
"  Were  we  not  better,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  send  him 
on  to  the  court,  and  get  rid  of  him  at  oncel" 

"  Ay,  but  at  the  expense  of  our  friends— this  but- 
terfly may  fold  his  wings,  and  he  under  cover  in  the 
cold  air  of  Glendearg;  out  were  he  at  Holyrood,  he 
would,  did  his  life  depoad  on  it,  expand  his  spangled 
drapery  in  the  ei^es  of  the  queen  and  court— Ratncr 
than  fail  of  distinction,  he  would  sue  for  love  to  our 
gracious  sovereign— the  eyes  of  all  men  would  be 
upon  him  in  the  course  of^  three  short  days,  and  the 
international  peace  of  the  two  ends  of  the  island 
endangered  for  a  creature,  who,  like  a  silly  moth, 
cannot  absuin  from  fluttering  round  a  light" 

"Thou  hast  prevailed  with  me.  Father  Eustace," 
■aid  the  Abbot,  "  and  it  will  go  herd  but  I  improve 
on  thy  plan— I  will  send  up  in  secret,  not  only  house- 
hold stun,  but  wine  and  wassell-bre«d.    There  is  a 
young  swankie  here  who  shoots  venison  well    I  will 
give  him  directions  to  see  that  the  knight  lacks  none." 
Whatever  accommodation  he  can  have,  which 
infers  not  a  risk  of  discovery,"  said  the  Sub-Prior, 
It  IS  our  duty  to  afford  him." 
Nay,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  we  will  do  more,  and 
will  instantly  dispatch  a  servant  express   to  the 
keeper  of  our  revestiary  to  send  us  such  things  as  he 
n»«y  want,  even  this  night    See  it  done,  good  father." 
I  will,"  answered^ Father  Eostoce ;  "  but  I  hear 
me  gull  clamorous  for  some  one  to  truss  his  points.* 
He  will  be  fortunate  if  he  lights  on  any  one  here, 
Who  can  do  him  the  office  of  groom  of  the  chamber." 
I  wouldhe  would  appear,"  said  the  Abbot,  "for 
here  comes  the  Refectioner  with  a  collation— By  my 
faith,  the  ride  hath  given  me  a  sharp  appetite  I" 
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ril  nek  for  other  ald-8pirit»,  thry  wy, 
Flit  round  inrigible,  as  thick  u  motea 
owoB  in  the  Minbeam.    If  that  tpell 
OrnoefomuuMT'a  tigil  can  compel  them, 
Thejr  ahall  hold  council  with  me.— Jamka  Ditfp. 

Thb  reader's  attention  must  be  recalled  to  Halbert 
Glendinning,  who  had  left  the  tower  of  Glendearg 
unmediately  after  his  quarrel  with  ita  new  guest  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton.    As  he  walked  with  a  rapid  pace  up 

•  The  point*  were  the  ■trimn  of  oord  or  riband,  (m  called, 
beeaiue  foteM  wiUi  meUl  like  the  lacet  of  women'i  utan,) 
which  atuched  the  doublet  to  the  hoee.  They  were  totj  nu- 
•n«ron«^«nd  required  ametanoe  to  tie  them  properly,  which  was 
cauou  tnuttng. 


the  glen  old  fifartin  followed  him,  hcmwirhing  him  to 
be  less  hasty. 

"  Hulbertj''  said  the  old  man,  you  wiU  never  Inw 
to  have  white  hair,  if  you  take  fire  thus  at  erery 
spark  of  provocation." 

"  And  why  should  I  wish  it  old  man,"  said  Hal- 
bert, "  if  I  am  to  be  the  butt  that  every  tool  may  aim 
a  shaft  of  scorn  against?— What  avails  it,  old  man, 
that  you  yourself  move,  sleep,  and  wake,  eat  thv  nig- 

Sird  meal,  and  repose  on  thy  hard  pallet  7— Why  wt 
ou  so  well  pleased  that  the  morning  should  calitbee 
up  to  daily  toil,  and  the  evening  again  lay  thee  down  a 
wearied-out  wretch  1  Were  it  not  better  sleep  and 
wake  no  more,  than  to  undergo  this  dull  exchange  of 
labour  for  insensibility  and  of  insenaibility  for  laboiijr  T* 

"  €rod  help  me,"  answered  Martin,  "  there  may  be 
truth  in  what  thou  sayest— but  walk  slower,  for  my 
old  limbs  cannot  keep  pace  with  your  young  legs- 
walk  slower,  and  I  will  tell  you  why  age,  though  un- 
lovely, is  vet  endurable." 

"  Speak  on  then,"  said  Halbert.  slackening  his 
pace ;  "  but  remember  we  must  seek  venison  to  re- 
fresh the  fatigues  of  these  holy  men,  who  will  this 
morning  have  achieved  a  ioumey  of  ten  miles  ;  and 
if  we  reach  not  the  Brocksbum  head,  we  are  scarce 
like  to  see  an  antler." 

"Then  know,  my  good  Halbert,"  said  Martin, 
"  whom  I  love  as  my  own  son,  that  I  am  satisfied 
to  live  till  death  calls  me,  because  my  Maker  wills  it. 
Ay,  and  although  I  spend  what  men  call  a  hard  life, 
pinched  with  cold  in  winter,' and  burnt  with  heat  in 
summer,  thoush  I  feed  hard  and  sleep  havd.  and  ani 
held  mean  ana  despised,  yet  I  bethink  me,  tnat  were 
I  of  no  use  on  the  face  of  this  fur  creation,  God  woodd 
withdraw  me  from  it." 

"  Thou  poor  old  man,"  said  Halberi,  "  and  can 
such  a  vain  conceit  as  this  of  thy  fancied  use,  recon- 
cile thee  to  a  world  where  thoo  playeat  so  poor  a 
part  7" 

*•  My  part  was  nearly  as  poor,"  said  Martin,  "  my 
person  nearly  as  much  despised,  the  day  that  I  smw«d 
my  mistress  and  her  child  from  periahmg  in  the  wil- 
derness." 

"  Right,  Martin,"  answered  Halbert ;  "  ther^  in- 
deed, tnou  didst  what  might  be  a  sufficient  apology 
for  a  whole  life  of  insignificance." 

"  And  do  you  account  it  for  nothing,  Halbert,  that 
I  should  have  the  power  of  giving  you  a  lesson  of 
patience  and  submission  to  the  destinies  of  Provi- 
dence ?  Methinks  there  is  use  for  the  gray  hairs  on 
the  old  scalp,  were  it  but  to  instruct  the  green  head 
by  precept  and  by  example." 

Halbert  held  down  his  face,  and  remained  silent 
for  a  minute  or  two,  and  then  resumed  his  discotvse : 


"  Martin,  seest  thou  aught  changed  in  me  of  late  T* 

"  Surely,"  said  Martin.  "  I  have  always  known 
you  hasty,  wild,  and  inconsiderate,  rude,  and  prompt 
to  speak  at  the  volley  and  without  reflection;  but 
now,  methinks,  your  Searing,  without  losing  its  na- 
tural fire,  has  something  in  it  of  force  and  dignity 
which  it  had  not  before.  It  seems  as  if  yon  had 
fallen  asleep  a  carle,  and  awakened  a  gentleman." 

"Thou  canst  judge,  then,  of  noble  bearing T'  said 
Halbert 

"  Surely,"  answered  Martin,  "  in  some  sort  I  can, 
for  I  have  travelled  through  court,  and  camp,  ni3 
city,  with  my  master  Walter  Avenel,  althoufrh  he 
could  do  nothing  for  me  in  the  long  run,  but  give 
me  room  for  two  score  of  sheep  on  the  hilt— and 
surely  even  now,  while  I  speak  with  you.  I  feel  sen- 
sible that  my  lanpiage  is  more  refined  than  it  is  my 
wont  to  use,  and  that— though  I  know  not  the  rea- 
son—the rude  northern  dialect,  so  familiar  to  my 
tongue,  has  given  place  to  a  more  town-bred-speech/ 

"  And  this  change  in  thyself  and  me,  thou  canst 
by  no  means  account  for  1"  said  young  ulendinning 

"  Change  1"  replied  Martin,  "  by  Our  Lady,  it  is  not 
so  much  a  change  which  I  feel,  as  a  recaUing  and 
renewing  sentiments  and  expressions  which  I  had 
some  thuty  years  since^  ere  Tibb  and  I  set  up  our 
humble  household.  It  is  singular,  that  your  society 
should  have  this  sort  of  influence  over  me,  Halbot 
and  that  I  should  never  have  experienced  it  ere  now  *' 

"  Thinkest  thou,"  said  Halbert,  "  thoa  seaet  in  me 
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sogfat  that  can  raise  me  from  this  base,  low,  despised 
state,  into  one  where  I  mav  rank  with  those  proud 
men,  who  now  despise  my  clownish  poverty  7" 

Martin  paused  an  instant,  and  then  answered, 
'*  Doubtless  von  may,  Halbert ;  as  broken  a  ship  has 
come  to  land.  Heard  ye  never  of  Hughie  Dun,  who 
left  this  Halidome,  some  thirty-five  years  gone  by? 
A  delively  fellow  was  Hughie— could  read  and  write 
like  a  priest,  and  could  wield  brand  and  buckler  with 
the  best  of  the  riders.  I  mind  him— the  like  of  him 
was  never  seen  in  the  Halidome  of  St  Mary's,  and 
so  was  seen  of  the  preferment  that  Gtod  sent  him." 

"And  what  was  thatT*  said  Halbert,  his  eyes 
^>arklinjg  with  eagerness. 

"Nothing  less,''  answered  Martin,  "than  body- 
ienrant  to  the  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrews!" 

Halbert's  countenanoefell.—"  A  servant— and  to  a 
priest  7  ,  Was  this  all  that  knowledge  and  activity 
could  raise  him  to  1" 

Martin  in  his  turn,  looked  with  wistful  surprise  in 
the  face  of  his  young  friend.  "  And  to  what  could 
fortune  lead  him  farther  7"  answered  he.  "  The  son 
of  a  kirk-fenar  is  not  the  stuflfthat  lords  and  knights 
are  made  of.  Courage  and  school-crajft  cannot  change 
churl's  blood  into  gentle  blood,  I  trow.  I  have  heard, 
forbv,  that  Hughie  Dun  left  a  good  five  hundred  punds 
of  Scots  money  to  his  only  daughter,  and  that  she 
married  the  Bailie  of  Pittenweem." 

At  this  moment,  and  while  Halbert  was  embar- 
rassed  with  devising  a  suitable  answer,  a  deer  bounded 
across  their  path.  In  an  instant  the  crossbow  was 
at  the  youth's  shoulder,  the  bolt  whistled,  and  the 
deer,  after  giving  one  bound  upright,  dropt  dead  on 
the  grcen  sward. 

"There  lies  the  venison  our  dame  wanted,"  said 
Martin;  "who  would  have  thought  of  an  out-lying 
8tag  being  so  low  down  the  glen  at  this  season  7— 
And  it  is  a  hart  of  grease  too,  m  full  season;  and  three 
inches  of  fat  on  the  brisket.  Now  this  is  all  your 
lock,  Halbert,  that  follows  you,  go  where  you  like. 
Were  you  to  put  in  for  it,  I  would  warrant  you  were 
made  one  of  the  Abbot's  yeomen-prickers,  and  nde 
ibont  in  a  purple  doublet  as  bold  as  the  best." 

"Tush,  man,"  answered  Halbert,  "I  will  serve  the 
Queen  or  no  one.  Take  thou  care  to  have  down  the 
venison  to  the  Tower,  since  they  expect  it.  1  will  on 
to  the  moss.  I  have  two  or  three  bird-bolts  at  my 
girdle,  and  it  may  be  I  shall  find  wild-fowl" 

Henastened  his  pace,  and  was  soon  out  of  si^t 
Martin  paused  for  a  moment,  and  looked  after  him. 
"There  ^oes  the  making  of  a  right  gallant  stripling, 
an  ambition  have  not  the  spoiling  of  him— Serve  the 
Queen !  said  he.  By  my  faith,  and  she  hath  worse 
servants,  from  all  that  I  e'er  heard  of  him.  And 
wherefore  should  he  not  keep  a  high  head  7  They 
that  ettk  to  the  top  of  the  ladder  win  at  least  get  up 
some  rounds.  They  that  mint*  at  a  gown  of  gold, 
will  always  get  a  sleeve  of  it  But  come,  sir,  (address- 
ing the  stag,)  you  shall  go  to  Glendearg  oniny  two 
le^  somewhat  more  slowly  than  you  were  fnfll"nj?  ^^ 
even  now  on  your  own  four  nimble  shanks.  Nay, 
by  my  faith,  if  you  be  so  heavy.  I  will  content  ine 
with  the  best  of  you,  and  that's  the  haunch  and  the 
nomblea,  and  e'en  heave  up  the  rest  on  the  old  oak 
tree  yonder,  and  oome  back  for  it  with  one  of  the 
yauds."t  .     ,  ... 

While  Martin  returned  to  Glendearg  with  the  veni- 
son, Halbert  prosecuted  his  walk,  breathing  more 
eauly  since  he  was  fiee  of  his  companion.  ,  The 
domestic  of  a  proud  and  laiy  pnest— body-squire  to 
the  Archbishop  of  Saint  Andrevvs,"  he  repeated  to 
himself;  "and  this,  with  the  privilege  of  allying  his 
blood  with  the  Bailie  of  Pittenweem,  is  thought  a 
preferment  worth  a  brave  man's  atrugglmg  for;— 
nay  more,  a  prefierment  which,  if  allowed,  should 
crown  the  hopes,  past,  present,  and  to  <^m&  of  the 
ion  of  a  kirk-vassal  1  B/  heaven,  but  that  1  find  in 
me  a  reluctance  to  practise  their  acts  of  nocturnal 
rwine,  I  would  rather  tske  the  jack  and  lance,  and 
iom  with  the  Border-rider8.-Spmething  I  wiU  do. 

Here,  dewaded  and  dishonoured,  I  will  not  live  the 

aoora  of  each  whiflling  stranger  from  the  South, 

*  YmU-banm  {  mora  psrticularlr  bone*  of  labour. 


because,  forsooth,  he  wears  tinkling  spurs  on  a  tawny 
boot.  This  thing— this  phantom,  be  it  what  it  wilL 
I  will  see  it  once  more.  Since  I  spoke  with  her,  and 
touched  her  hand,  thoughts  and  feelings  have  dawned 
on  me,  of  which  my  former  life  had  not  even  dreamed ; 
but  shall  I,  who  feel  my  father's  glen  too  narrow  for 
my  expandmg  spirit,  brook  to  be  bearded  in  it  by  this 
vam  gewgaw  of  a  courtier,  and  in  the  sight  too  of 
Mary  Avenel  7    I  will  not  stoop  to  it,  by  heaven  P' 

As  he  spoke  thus,  he  arrived  in  the  sequestered 
glen  of  Corri-nan-shian,  ss  it  verged  upon  the  hour 
of  noon.  A  few  moments  he  remained  looking  upon 
the  fountain,  and  doubting  in  his  own  mind  with 
what  countenance  the  White  Lady  might  receive  him. 
She  had  not  indeed  expressly  forbidden  his  again 
evoking  her;  but  vet  there  was  something  like  such 
a  prohibition  implied  in  the  farewell,  which  recom- 
mended him  to  wait  for  another  guide. 

Halbert  Glendinning  did  not  long,  however,  allow 
himself  to  pause.  Hardihood  was  the  natural  cha- 
racteristic of  his  mind ;  and  under  the  expansion  and 
modification  which  his  feelings  had  lately  undergone, 
it  had  been  augmented  rather  than  diminished.  He 
drew  his  sword,  undid  the  buskin  from  his  foot, 
bowed  three  times  with  deliberation  towards  the 
fountain,  and  as  often  towards  the  tree,  and  repeated 
the  same  rhyme  as  formerly.— 

"  Thrioe  to  the  hollr  brake- 
Thrice  to  the  well  :— 

I  bid  thee  awake, 
White  Maid  of  Avmel  i 

Noon  fteanw  on  the  lake- 
Noon  f lowf  on  the  fell— 
.  Wake  thee,  O  wake, 
White  Maid  of  ATenel  t" 

His  eye  was  on  the  hollv  bush  as  he  spoke  the  last 
line;  and  it  was  not  without  an  involuntary  shud- 
dering that  he  saw  the  air  betwixt  his  eye  and  that 
object  become  more  dim,  and  condense,  as  it  were, 
into  the  faint  appearance  of  a  form,  Uirough  which, 
however,  so  thin  and  transparent  was  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  phantom,  he  could  discern  the  outline  of 
the'Jbush,  as  through  a  veil  of  fine  crape.  But,  gra- 
dually, it  darkened  into  a  more  substantial  appearance, 
and  the  White  Lady  stood  before  him  with  displeasure 
on  her  brow.  She  spoke,  and  her  speech  was  stdl 
song,  or  rather  measured  chant ;  but,  as  if  now  more 
familiar,  it  flowed  occasionally  in  modulated  blank 
verse,  and  at  other  times  in  the  lyrical  meascve  which 
she  had  used  at  their  former  meeting. 

"  This  if  the  daj  when  the  fairy  kind 

Sit  weeping  alone  for  their  hopeless  lot.         , 

And  tlie  wood-maiden  i iiiha  to  the  nchinff  wind, 

And  Uie  mer-maiden  weepa  in  her  crystal  crot : 

For  this  is  the  day  that  a  deed  waa  wrotight. 

In  which  we  have  neither  part  nor  sluuv. 

For  the  children  of  clay  was  salvation  boufht. 

But  not  for  the  forms  of  sea  or  air  I 

And  ever  the  mortal  is  most  foriom. 

Who  meeteth  oar  race  on  the  Friday  mom." 

"Spirit,"  said  Halbert  Glendinning  boldly,  "it  is 
bootless  to  threaten  one  who  hokis  his  life  at  no  rate. 
Thine  anger  can  but  slay;  nor  do  I  think  thy  power 
extendeth,  or  thy  will  stretcheth,  so  far.  The  terror* 
which  your  race  produce  upon  others,  are  vain  against 
me.  My  heart  is  hardened  against  fear,  as  by  a  sense 
of  despair.  If  I  am,  as  thy  words  infer,  of  a  race 
more  peculiarly  the  care  of  heaven  than  thine,  it  is 
mine  to  call,  it  must  be  thine  to  answer.    I  am  the 

nobler  being."     ,  .    .    ,  .•        -.u 

As  he  spoke,  the  figure  looked  upon  him  with  a 
fierce  and  ireful  countenance,  which,  without  losing 
the  similitude  of  that  which  it  usually  exhibited,  had 
a  wilder  and  more  exaggerated  cast  of  features.  The 
eyes  seemed  to  contract  and  become  more  fiery,  and 
slight  convulsions  passed  over  the  faoe,  as  if  it  was 
about  to  be  transformed  into  something  hidwus. 
The  whole  sppearance  resembled  those  faces  which 
the  imagination  summons  up  when  it  is  disturbed  by 
laudanum,  but  which  do  not  remain  under  the  vi- 
sionary's command^  and,  beautifiil  in  their  first  ap- 
pearance, become  wild  and  grotesque  ere  we  can  arrest 

But  when  Halbert  had  oondoded  his  bold  ■peech, 
tha  White  Ij^df  stood  before  him  with  thasame  palib 
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fixed,  and  melancholy  aspect,  which  she  nsuallv  bore. 
He  had  expected  the  agitation  which  she  exhibited 
would  conclude  in  some  frightful  metamorphosis. 
Folding  her  arms  on  her  bosom,  the  phantom  re- 
plied,— 

*  Dariof  ronth  t  for  tbe«  it  ii  well. 

Here  caJlibtr  me  in  haunted  dell* 

That  tliy  heart  has  not  quail'd 

Nor  thf  courage  fail'd. 

And  thiat  thou  couldst  brook 

The  anfTT  look 

Of  Her  or  Av«>nol. 

Did  one  limb  nhirer, 

Or  an  eyelid  quiver, 

Thou  wert  Ia«t  for  ever. 

Though  I  am  form'd  from  the  ether  blue, 

And  iDjr  blood  i«  of  the  unfallpn  dew, 

And  tliou  art  framed  of  mud  and  duct, 

*Tia  thine  to  upeak,  reply  1  must." 

**  I  demand  of  thee,  then,"  said  the  youth,  "  by  what 
charm  it  is  that  1  am  thus  altered  in  mind  and  in 
wishes— that  I  think  no  longer  of  deer  or  dog,  of  bow 
or  boll— that  my  soul  spurns  the  bounds  of  this  ob- 
scure glen— that  my  blood  boils  at  an  insult  from  one 
by  whose  stirrup  I  would  some  days  since  have  run  for 
a  whole  summer's  morn,  contented  and  honoured  by 
the  notice  of  a  single  word  1  Why  do  I  now  seek  to 
mate  me  with  princes,  and  knights,  and  nobles  7— Am 
I  the  same,  who  but  yesterday,  as  it  were,  slumbered 
in  contented  obscuritv,  but  who  am  to-day  awakened 
to  glory  and  ambition  1— Speak— tell  me,  it  thou  canst, 
<he  meaning  of  this  change?— Am  I  spell-bound— or 
have  I  till  now  been  under  the  influence  of  a  spell,  that 
I  feel  as  another  being,  yet  am  conscious  of  remain- 
ing the  same  ?  Speax  and  tell  me,  is  it  to  thy  influ- 
ence that  the  change  is  owing  T' 

The  White  Lady  replied,— 

**  A  michtier  wimrd  (hr  than  I 
Wieldi  o'er  the  universe  hii  power ; 

Him  owni  the  eagle  in  the  tkj. 
The  turtle  m  the  bower. 

Changeful  in  ahape,  yet  mightiest  still, 

H«  wiHds  the  heart  of  man  at  will. 

From  ill  to  gooi.  from  good  to  ill, 
In  cot  and  cusUe-towcr." 

*'  Speak  not  t^us  darkly,"  said  the  youth,  colouring 
so  deeply,  that  face,  neck,  and  hands,  were  in  a  san- 
guine glow ;  "  make  mo  sensible  of  thy  porpose." 

The  sphit  answered,— 

"  A^  thy  h<«art,  whoso  secret  cell 
I*  flii'd  with  Mary  Avenel  I 
Ask  thy  pride,  why  Hcornful  look 
In  Mary'K  view  it  will  not  brook? 
Ask  it,  why  thou  seek'st  to  rise 
Among  the  mighty  and  Uie  wise,— 
Why  thou  spurn  st  Uiy  lowly  lot,— 
Why  thy  pastimes  are  forgot,— 
Why  thou  wouldst  in  bloody  strife 
Mend  thv  lunk  or  lose  thvlifn} 
Ask  thy  heart,  and  it  shall  tell, 
Sighing  from  its  secret  cell, 
•fis  for  Mary  Avenel." 

"  Tell  me,  then,"  said  Halbert,  his  cheek  still  deep- 
ly crimsoned,  "  thou  who  hast  said  to  me  that  which 
1  dared  not  to  say  myself,  by  what  means  shall  I  urge 
my  passion— by  wkat  means  make  it  known  T' 

The  White  Ladf  replied,— 

"  Do  not  ask  me : 

On  doubts  like  these  thon  canst  not  task  me. 

We  only  see  the  passiug  show 

Of  human  passions'  ebb  and  flow ; 

And  view  the  pageant's  idle  glance 

At  mortal*  eye  the  northern  dance, 

When  thousand  streamers,  flashing  bri^t. 

Career  it  o'er  tl»e  brow  of  night. 

And  gazers  mark  their  changeful  gteama. 

Bat  feel  no  influence  from  tlieir  beams." 

"Yet  thine  own  fate,"  replied  Halbert,  "  unless  men 
greatly  err,  is  linked  with  that  of  mortals  1" 
The  phantom  answered,— 

"  Br  ties  mysterious  liok'd,  our  (kted  race 
Holds  strange  connexion  with  the  son*  of  mm. 
Tlie  star  that  rose  upon  the  House  of  Avenel, 
when  Norman  Ulric  first  assumed  tlie  name, 
That  star,  when  culminatiilg  in  its  orbit, 
Bhot  from  its  sphere  a  drop  of  diamond  dew. 
And  this  bright  Idnt  received  it— and  a  Spirit 
Rose  from  tlio  fountain,  and  her  date  of  life 
Uath  coexistence  with  the  House  of  Avenel, 
And  with  the  star  that  rules  it" 

**  flpsak  y»l  mors  pUinly,"  anawend  yoong  Olsn' 


dinning;  "of  this  I  can  understand  nothing.    Say, 
what  hath  forged  thy  wierded*  link  of  destiny  with 
the  House  of  Avenel  7  Say,  especially,  what  £ite  now 
overhangs  that  house?" 
The  White  Lady  replied,— 

"  Look  oo  my  girdle— on  this  thread  of  gold— 
Tis  fine  as  weo  of  lightest  goasamer. 
And,  but  there  is  a  spell  on't,  would  not  bind, 
Light  as  they  are.  the  folds  of  my  thin  robe. 
But  when  'twas  oonn'd,  it  was  a  masaiTe  ehaia. 
Such  AA  might  bind  the  champion  of  the  Jews, 
Even  when  his  locks  were  longest- it  haUi  dwindled, 
HaUi  minish'd  in  its  substanc<>  and  its  strength, 
As  sunk  the  greatness  of  the  House  of  Avenel. 
Wlien  this  fhiil  thread  gives  way,  I  to  the  elaaentB 
Resign  the  principles  or  life  they  lent  nae. 
Ask  me  no  more  of  this  I— the  stars  forbid  it  !** 

"  Then  canst  thou  read  the  stars,"  answered  the 
youth,  '*  and  mayst  tell  me  the  fate  of  my  passion,  if 
thou  canst  not  aid  it  ?" 

The  White  Lady  again  replied,— 

"  Dim  bums  the  onee  bright  star  of  A  vend. 
Dim  as  the  beacon  when  the  room  is  nigh. 
And  the  o'er- wearied  warder  leaves  the  Tight' 
Tliere  is  an  influence  sorrowAH  and  fearfhl. 
That  dogs  its  downward  course.    Disastroos 
Fierce  hate  and  rivalry,  are  in  the  aapect . 
That  lowers  upon  its  fortunes." 

"Andrivaliy?"  repeated  Glendinning:  **  it  is  then 
as  I  feared !— But  shall  that  English  sukworm  pre- 
sume to  beard  me  in  my  fathers  house,  and  in  the 
presence  of  Mary  Avenel  ?— Give  me  to  meet  him, 
spint,— give  me  to  do  away  the  vain  distinction  of 
rank  on  which  he  refuses  me  the  combaL  Place  us 
on  equal  terms,  and  gleam  the  stars  with  what  aspect 
they  will,  the  sword  of  my  father  shall  controlmeir 
mfluences." 

She  answered  as  promptly  as  before,— 

''Complain  not  of  roe,  child  of  daj. 
If  to  thy  harm  I  yield  the  way. 
we,  who  soar  thy  sphere  above. 
Know  not  aught  of  liate  or  love ; 
As  will  or  wisdom  mies  ttiy  mood. 
My  gifts  to  evil  turn,  or  good." 

"  Give  me  to  redeem  my  honour,"  said  Halbert 
Glendinmng--"give  me  to  retort  on  my  proud  rival 
the  insults  he  has  thrown  on  me,  and  let  the  r«st  fa» 
as  It  will.  If  I  cannot  revenge  my  wrans,  I  shall 
sleep  quiet,  and  know  nought  of  my  diagraoe." 

The  phantom  failed  not  to  reply,— 

"  When  Piercie  Sliaflon  boastetb  higta. 
Let  this  token  meet  his  eye. 
The  sun  is  westering  from  the  dell, 
Thy  wish  is  granted-flue  tltee  well  I" 

As  the  White  Lady  spoke  or  chanted  these  last 
words,  she  undid  from  her  locks  a  silver  bodkin 
around  which  they  were  twisted,  and  gave  it  to  Hal- 
bert Glendinning;  then  shaking  her  dishevdled  hair 
till  It  fell  like  a  veil  around  her,  the  outlines  of  her 
form  gradually  became  as  diflfuse  as  her  flowing  tress- 
es, her  countensnce  grew  pale  as  the  moon  in  fisrflrst 
quarter,  her  features  became  indistinguishable,  aini 
she  melted  into  the  air. 

Habit  inures  us  to  wonders;  but  the  youth  did  not 
find  himself  alone  by  the  fountain  without  ezperien- 
ang,  though  in  a  much  less  degree,  the  revulsion  of 
spirits  which  he  had  felt  upon  the  phantom's  former 
disappearance.  A  doubt  strongly  pressed  upon  his 
in md,  whether  it  were  safe  to  avail  himself  of  the 
gifts  of  a  spirit  which  did  not  even  pretend  to  belong 
to  the  class  of  angels,  and  migiit,  for  aiight  he  knew, 
have  a  much  worse  lineage  than  that  which  she  was 
pleased  to  avow  " I  wilfepeak  of  i^"  he  said,  "to 
Edward,  who  is  clerkly  learned,  and  wUl  tell  me  what 
1  should  do.  And  yet,  n<h-Edward  is  scrupulous  and 

^"Zl"J  w^MA"*^®  ^^^  ^^'^^  0^  her  gift  on  Sir  Pier- 
cie  hhafion  if  he  again  braves  mei  and  by  the  issue.  I 
wiU  be  myself  a  sufficient  judge  whether  there  isdan- 
ger  in  resorting  to  her  counsel.  Home  then,  home- 
and  we  shall  soon  learn  whether  that  home  shall 
longer  hold  me;  for  not  again  will  I  brook  insult, 
with  my  father's  sword  by  my  aide,  and  Mary  Air  th« 
spectator  of  my  disgrace/' 

•TFbrM-falML 


CBAf.XVUL} 


THE  MONASTERY. 


6» 


CHAPTER   XVIII. 


I  fhra  tbae  eightaeqp^oce  a-daj, 

And  mjr  bow  cImU  thou  bear. 
And  over  all  the  north  country, 

I  make  thee  the  chief  rydera. 
And  I  thirteenpoice  a-dajr,  quoth  the  qneeo, 

Br  God  and  by  my  fayo ; 
Ceme  fetch  thy  paynsent  when  thou  wilt. 

No  man  ahall  iay  thee  nay.— WUUam  v  CUntinkf. 

Tm  manners  6f  the  age  did  not  permit  the  inha- 
bitants of  Oiendearg  to  partake  of  the  collation  which 
was  placed  in  the  spence  of  that  ancient  towen  be- 
fore the  Lord  Abbot  and  his  attendants,  andSirPier- 
cie  Shafton.  Dame  Olendinning  was  excluded,  both 
by  inferiority  of  rank  and  by  sex ;  for  (though  it  was 
8  nile  often  neglected)  the  Superior  of  Saint  Mary's 
was  debarred  from  taking  his  meals  in  female  society. 
To  Mary  Avenel  the  latter,  and  to  Edward  Glendin- 
ning  the  former,  incapacity  attached ;  but  it  pleas«d 
bis  lordship  to  require  their  presence  in  the  apartment, 
and  to  say  sundry  kind  woras  to  them  in>on  the  ready 
and  hospitable  reception  which  they  hadTaffordedhim. 

The  smoking  haunch  now  stood  upon  the  table ;  a 
napkin,  white  as  snow,  was,  with  due  reverence, 
tacked  under  the  chin  of  the  Abbot  by  the  Refection- 
er ;  and  nought  was  wanting  to  commence  the  repast. 
Bare  the  presence  of  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  who  at 
length  appeared,  glittering  like  the  sun,  in  a  cama- 
tion-yelvet  doublet,  slashed  and  puffed  out  with  cloth 
of  silver;  bis  hat  of  the  newest  block,  surrounded  by 
a  hatband  of  goldsmith's  work,  while  around  his  neck 
he  wore  a  conar  of  gold,  set  with  rubies  and  topazes 
so  rich,  that  it  vindicated  his  anxiety  for  the  safety  of 
his  baggaee  from  being  founded  upon  his  love  of  mere 
finery.  Ttiis  gorgeous  collar  or  chain,  resembling 
those  worn  by  the  knights  of  the  highest  orders  of 
chitalnr,  fell  down  on  nis  breast,  andf  terminated  in 
a  medallion. 

"We  waited  for  Sir  Piercie  Shafton."  said  the  Ab- 
bot, hastily  assuming  his  place  in  the  great  chair 
which  the  Kitchener  advanced  to  the  table  with  a 
ready  hand. 

"I  pray  your  pardon,  reverend  father,  and  my  good 
lord,''  replied  that  pink  of  courtesy;  "I  did  but  wait 
to  cast  my  riding  slough,  and  to  transmew  myself 
into  some  civil  form  meeter  for  this  worshipful  com- 
pany." 


viatoribut  lieUum  e«/— Tou  know  the  canon—a  tra- 
veller  must  eat  what  food  his  hard  fate  sets  before 
him.~I  grant  you  all  a  dispensation  to  eat  flesh  this 
day,  conditionally  that  you,  brethren,  say  the  Omji- 
teor  at  curfew  time,  that  the  knight  give  alms  to 
his  ability,  and  that  all  and  each  of  you  fast  from 
flesh  on  such  day  within  the  next  month  that  shall 
seem  most  convenient ;  wherefore  fall  to  and  eat  your 
food  with  cheerful  countenances;  and  you,  Father 
Refectioncr,  da  mixtus." 

While  the  Abbot  was  thus  stating  the  conditions 
on  which  his  indulgence  was  granted,  he  had  already 
half  finished  a  slice  of  the  noble  haunch,  and  now 
washed  it  down  with  a  flagon  of  rhenish,  modestly 
tempered  with  water. 

**  Well  is  it  said,"  he  observed,  as  he  required  from 
the  Refectjoner  another  slice,  "that  virtue  is  its  own 
reward ;  for  though  this  is  but  humble  fare,  and  has- 
tily prepared,  aim  eaten  in  a  poor  chamber^  I  do  not 
remember  me  oi  having  had  such  an  apjMtite  since  I 
was  a  simple  brother  in  the  Abbey  of  Dundrennan, 
and*was  wont  to  labour  in  the  garaen  from  morning 
until  nones,  when  our  Abbot  struck  the  Cymbalum, 
Then  would  I  enter  keen  with  hunger,  parched  with 
thirst,  {da  mihi  vinunL  guccso^  tt  merum  sii^)  and 
partake  with  appetite  of  whatever  was  set  before  us, 
according  to  our  rule;  feast  or  fast-day,  caritas  or 
penitentia^  was  the  same  to  me.  I  had  no  stomach 
complaints  then,  which  now  crave  both  the  aid  of  wine 
and  choice  cookery,  to  render  mv  food  acceptable  to 
mv  palate,  and  easy  of  digestion. 

It  may  be.  holy  father,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  **  an 
occasional  ride  to  the  extremity  of  St.  Mail's  patri- 
mony, may  have  the  same  happy  eflfect  on  your  Health 
as  the  air  of  the  gard«i  at  Dundrennan." 

"  Perchance,  with  our  patroness's  blessing,  such 
progresses  may  advantage  us,"  said  the  Abbot; 
"having  an  e^>eciDl  eye  that  our  venison  is  carefully 
killed  by  some  woodsman  that  is  master  of  his  craft. 

"  If  the  Lord  Abbot  will  permit  me,"  said  the 
Kitchener,  "  I  think  the  best  way  to  assure  his  lord- 
ship on  that  important  point,  would  be  to  retain  as 
a  yeoman  pricker,  or  deputy  ranger^  the  eldest  son  of 
this  good  woman,  Dame  ulendinnin^  who  is  here 
to  wait  upon  us.  I  should  know  by  mine  oflice  what 
belongs  to  the  killing  of  game,  and  I  can  safely  pro- 


"I  cannot  but  praise  your  gallantry,  Sir  Knight,"    nounce,  that  never  saw  I.  or  any  other  coguinarius, 
said  the  Abbot,  "  and  your  prudence  also,  for  choosing   a  bolt  so  justly  shot.    It  has  cloven  the  very  heart  of 
the  fitting  time  to  appear  thus  adorned.    Certes,  had 
that  goodly  chain  been  visible  in  some  part  of  your 
late  progress,  there  was  risk  that  the  lawful  owner 
micfat  have  i>arted  company  therewith." 
_  *  This  chain,  said  your  reverence  7"  answered  Sir 


CHLAU      JVM*       I«/<VI%<UV/V     <  aiI9TTC*,^««     k^l.* 

y  it  is  but  a  toy,  a  trifl&  a  slight  thing, 
which  shows  but  poorly  with  this  dfoublet— marry, 
when  I  wear  that  of  the  murrey-coloured  double-piled 
Genoa  velvet,  puffed  out  with  Cjmrus,  the  gems, 
being  relieved  and  set  off  by  the  darker  and  more 
mve  ground  of  the  stuff,  snow  like  stars  giving  a 
htstre  through  dark  clouds." 

"I  nothing  doubt  it,"  said  the  Abbot;  "but  I  pray 
yoo  to  sit  down  at  the  board." 

But  Sir  Piercie  had  now  got  into  his  element,  and 
was  not  leasily  interrupted—"  1  own,"  he  continued, 
**  that  sli^t  as  the  toy  is,  it  might  perchance  have 
h«i  some  captivation  for  Julian— Santa  Maria!" 
nid  be,  interrupting  himself;  "  what  was  I  about  to 
saj%  and  my  fair  and  beauteous  Protection,  or  shall  I 
nithcr  term  her  my  Discretion,  here  in  presence!— 
Indiscreet  had  it  been  in  your  Affability,  O  most  lovely 
Discretion,  to  suffer  a  stray  word  to  have  broke  out 
of  the  pinfold^  of  his  rooutfi,  that  might  overleap  the 
fence  of  civihty,  and  trespass  on  the  manor  of  de- 
corum." 

** Marry!"  said  thf  Abbot,  somewhat  impatiently, 
I'  the  greatest  discretion  that  I  can  see  in  the  matter 
ia,  to  eat  our  victuals  being  hot— Father  Eustace,  say 
the  Benedicite,  and  cut  up  the  haunch." 

The  Sob-Prior  readily  obeyed  the  first  part  of  the 
Abbot's  injunction,  but  baosed upon  the  second— "It 
is  Friday,  roost  r«verend,"  he  said  in  Latin,  desirous 
that  the  hint  should  escape,  ifipossible,  the  ears  of 
the  stranger. 

;*  We  aietnv«UCTS«"  Mid  the  Abbot,  in  reply,  "  and 


•  jui 
the  buck.^* 

"  What,  speak  you  to  us  of  one  good  shot,  father  1" 
said  Sir  Piercie;  "I  would  advise  you  that  such  no 
more  maketh  a  shooter,  than  doth  one  swallow 
makft  a  summer— I  have  seen  this  springaldofwhom 
you  speak,  and  if  his  hand  can  send  forth  his  shafts 
as  boldly  as  his  tongue  doth  utter  presumptuous 
speeches,  I  will  own  him  as  good  an  archer  as  Robin 
Hood." 

"  Marry,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  and  it  is  fitting;  we 
know  the  truth  of  this  matter  from  the  Dame  lier- 
self ;  for  ill-advised  were  we  to  give  way  to  an? 
rashness  in  this  matter  whereby  the  bounties  which 
heaven  and  our  patroness  provide  might  be  unskil- 
fully mangled  and  rendered  unfit  for  worthy  men's . 
use.- Stand  forth^  therefore,  Dame  Glendinning,  and 
tell  to  us,  as  thy  liege  and  spiritual  Superior,  using 
plainness  and  truth,  without  either  fear  or  favour,  as 
being  a  matter  wherein  we  are  deeply  interested.  Doth 
this  son  of  thine  use  his  bow  as  well  as  the  Father 
Kitchener  avers  to  us  7'* 

"  So  please  your  noble  fatherhood,"  answered  Dame 
Glendinning,  with  a  deep  curtsy,  "I  should  khow 
somewhat  of  archery  to  my  cost,  seeing  my  husband 
—God  assoilzie  him !— was  slain  in  the  field  of  Pinkie 
with  an  arrow-shot,  while  he  was  fighting  under 
the  Kirk's  banner,  as  became  a  liege  vassal  of  the 
Halidome.  He  was  a  valiant  man,  please  your  re- 
verence, and  an  honest ;  and  saving  that  he  loved  a 
bit  of  venison,  and  shifted  for  his  living  at  a  time 
as  Border-men  will  sometimes  do,  i  wot  not  of  shi 
that  he  did.  And  yet,  though  I  have  paid  for  mass 
after  mass,  to  the  matter  of  a  forty-shilling,  besides  a 
quarter  of  wheat  and  four  firlots  of  rye,  I  can  have 
no  assurance  yet  that  he  has  been  delivered  from 
purgatory." 
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A  mess  of  broth  and  a  dole  of  mutton  or  beef^  at 
the  Kitchener's,  on  each  high  holiday,"  resumed  the 
Kitchener. 

"The  gang  of  two  cows  and  a  palfrey  on  Our  La- 
d)r*s  meadow."  answered  his  brother  omcer. 

"An  ox-hiae  to  make  buskins  of  yearly,  because  of 
the  brambles,"  echoed  the  Kitchener. 

"And  various  other  perquisites,  qua:  nunc prtBscri- 
bere  /onirum,"  said  the  Abbot,  summing,  with  his 
own  k)rdly  voice,  the  advantages  attached  to  the 
office  of  conventual  bow-bearer. 

Dame  Glendinning  was  all  this  while  on  her  knees, 
her  head  mechanicallv  turning  from  the  one  church- 
officer  to  the  other,  which,  as  tney  stood  one  on  each 
side  of  her,  had  much  the  appearance  of  a  figure 
moved  by  clock-work,  and  so  soon  as  they  were  nlent, 
most  devoutly  did  she  kiss  the  munificent  hand  of 
the  Abbot.  Conscious,  however,  of  Halbert's  intrac- 
tability in  some  points,  she  could  not  help  qualifying 
bar  grateful  and  reiterated  thanks  for  the  Abbot's 


**  Dame,"  said  the  Lord  Abbot,  "  this  shall  be 
looked  into  heedfullyj  and  since  thy  husband  fell,  as 
thou  sayest,  in  the  Kirk's  quarrel,  and  under  her  ban- 
.ner,  rely  upon  itthat  we  will  nave  him  out  of  purgatory 
forthwith— that  is.  alwavs  provided  that  he  be  there. 
—But  it  is  not  of  thy  husband  whom  we  now  devise 
to  speak)  but  of  thy  son ;  not  of  a  shot  Scotsman, 
but  of  a  shot  deer— Wherefore  I  say,  answer  me  to 
the  point,  is  thy  son  a  practised  archer,  ay  or  no  7" 

"Alack!  my  reverend  lord,"  replied  the  widow, 
"  and  my  croft  would  be  better  tilled,  if  I  could  an- 
swer your  reverence  that  he  is  not— Practised  ar- 
cher !— marrv,  holy  sir,  I  would  he  would  practise 
something  else— crossbow,  and  long-bow,  hand-g[un 
and  hackbut,  falconet  and  saker,  he  can  shoot  with 
them  all.  And  if  it  would  please  this  right  honourable 
gentleman,  our  guest,  to  hold  out  his  hat  at  the  dis- 
tance of  a  hundred  yards,  our  Ualbert  shall  send  shaft, 
bolt,  or  bullet  through  it,  (so  that  right  honourable 
gentleman  swerve  not.  but  hold  out  steady,)  and  I 
will  forfeit  a  quarter  of  barley  if  he  touch  but  a  kjiot 
of  his  ribands.  I  have  seen  our  old  Martin  do  as 
much,  and  so  has  our  right  reverend  the  Sub-Prior,  if 
be  be  pleased  to  remember  it." 

"  I  am  not  like  to  forget  it.  dame,"  said  Father 
Elostace ;  "  for  I  knew  not  which  most  to  admire, 
the  composure  of  the  young  marksman,  or  the  steadi- 
ness of  the  old  mark.  Yet  I  presume  not  to  advise  < 
Sir  Piercie  Shafion  to  subject  his  valuable  beaver, 
and  yet  more  valuable  person,  to  such  a  risk,  unless 
it  should  be  his  own  special  pleasure." 

"  Be  assured  it  is  not,"  said  Sir  Piercie  Shafton, 
something  hastily ;  "be  well  assured,  holy  father,  that 
it  is  not.  I  dispute  not  the  lad's  qualities,  for  which 
your  reverence  vouches.  But  bows  are  but  wood, 
strings  are  but  flax,  or  the  silk-worm's  excrement  at 
best ;  archers  are  out  men,  fingers  may  slip,  eyes 
may  dazzle,  the  blindest  may  hit  the  butt  the  best 
marker  may  shoot  a  bow's  length  beside.  Therefore 
will  we  try  no  perilous  experiments." 

"  Be  that  as  you  will.  Sir  Piercie,"  said  the  Abbot ; 
"  meantime  we  will  name  this  youth  bow- bearer  in 
the  forest  granted  to  us  by  good  King  David,  that 
the  chase  mig^ht  recreate  our  wearied  spirits,  the  flesh 
of  the  deer  improve  our  poor  commons,  and  the 
hides  cover  the  books  of  our  librarv;  thus  tending  at 
once  to  the  sustenance  of  body  ana  soul." 

"Kneel  down,  woman,  kneel  down,"  said  the  Re- 
fectioner  and  the  Kitchener^  with  one  voice,  to  Dame 
Glendinning.  "  and  kiss  his  lordship's  hand,  for  the 
grace  which  he  has  granted  to  thy  son." 

They  then,  as  if  they  had  been  chanting  the  «er- 
vice  and  the  responses,  set  off  in  a  sort  of  duetto, 
enumerating  the  advantages  of  the  situation. 

"A  green  gown  and  a  pair  of  leathern  galligaskins 
every  Pentecost,"  said  the  Kitchener. 

"  Pour  marks  by  the  year  at  <:;andlemas,"  an- 
swered the  Refectioner. 

"  An  hogshead  of  ale  at  Martlemas,  of  the  double 
strike,  ana  single  ale  at  pleasure,  as  he  shall  agree 
with  the  Cellarer" 

"  Who  is  a  reasonable  man,"  said  the  Abbot ; 
"  and  will  encourage  an  active  servant  of  the  con- 
vent." 


bountiful  profTer,  with  a  hope  that  Halbert  would 
his  wisdom  and  accept  of  it. 

"  flow,"  said  the  Abbot,  bending  his  brows,  ^  ad- 
cept  of  it?— Woman,  is  thy  son  in  his  right  vritsT' 

Elspeth,  stunned  by  the  tone  in  which  this  quesdoo 
was  askedf  was  alt<^ther  unable  to  reply  to  it 
Indeed,  any  answer  she  might  have  made  conU 
hardly  nave  been  heard,  as  it  pleased  the  two  office- 
bearers of  the  Abbot's  table  again  to  recommeoee 
their  alternate  dialogue. 

"Refuse!"  said  the  Kitchener. 

"Refuse!"  answered  the  Refections,  echoing  the 
other's  word  in  a  tone  of  still  louder  astonishoMnt 

"  Refuse  four  marks  bv  the  vear !"  said  the  one. 

"Ale  and  beer— broth  ana  mutton — cow's-grass 
and  palfrey's!"  shouted  the  Kitchener. 

"Gown  and  galligaskins!"  responded  the  Refec- 
tioner. 

"A  moment's  patience,  my  brethren,"  answered 
the  Sub-Prior|  "and  let  us  not  be  thus  astonished 
before  cause  is  aflbrded  of  our  amazement  This 
good  dame  best  knoweth  the  temper  and  spirit  of  her 
son— this  much  I  can  say,  that  it  lieth  not  towanls 
letters  or  learning,  of  which  I  have  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  instil  into  him  some  tincture.  Nevertba- 
less,  he  is  a  youth  of  no  common  spirit,  but  mudi 
like  those  (in  my  weak  judgment)  whom  Giod  raises 
up  among  a  people  when  he  meaneth  that  their 
deliverance  shall  be  wrought  out  with  strength  of 
hand  and  valour  of  heart.  Such  men  we  have  seen 
marked  by  a  waywardness,  and  even  an  obstinacy  c^ 
character,  which  hath  appeared  intractability  and 
stupidity  to  those  among  whom  they  walked  and 
were  conversant,  until  the  very  opportunity  hath 
arrived  in  which  it  was  the  will  of  Providence  that 
they  should  be  the  fitting  instrumentof  great  thinn." 

"Now.  in  good  time  hast  thou  spoken,  Father 
Eustace,  said  the  Abbot ;  "  and  we  will  see  this 
8  wank  ie  before  we  decide  upon  the  means  of  employ* 
ing  him.— How  snyyou^  Sir  Piercie  Shaftonjisit  not 
the  court  fashion  to  smt  the  man  to  the  office,  and 
not  the  office  to  the  man  7" 

"  So  please  your  reverence  and  lordship,"  answered 
the  Northumbrian  knight,  "  I  do  partly,  that  is,  in 
some  sort,  subscribe  to  what  your  wisdom  hath  dieli- 
vered— Nevertheless,  under  reverence  of  the  Sub- 
Prior,  we  do  not  look  for  gallant  leaders  and  national 
deliverers  in  the  hovels  of  the  mean  common  people. 
Credit  me,  that  if  there  be  some  flashes  of  martial 
spirit  about  this  young  person,  which  I  am  not  called 
upon  to  dispute,  (though  I  have  seldom  seen  that  pre- 
sumption and  arrogance  were  made  good  upon  the 
upshot  by  deed  and  action,)  yet  still  these  will  i^vs 
insufficient  to  distinguish  him,  save  in  hisown  limited 
and  lowly  sphere— even  as  the  glowworm,  which 
makes  a  goodlv  show  among  the  grass  of  the  field, 
would  be  of  little  avtiil  if  deposited  in  a  beacon-grate. 

"  Now,  in  good  time,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  and 
here  comes  the  young  huntsman  to  speak  for  him- 
self;" for,  being  placed  opposite  to  the  window,  be 
could  observe  Halbert  as  he  ascended  the  little  moond 
on  which  the  tower  was  situated. 

"  Summon  him  to  our  presence,"  said  the  Lord 
Abbot;  and  with  an  obedient  start  the  two  attendant 
monks  went  ofl*with  emulous  alertness.  Dame  Glen- 
dinning sprung  away  at  the  same  moment,  partly  to 
gain  an  instant  to  recommend  obedience  to  her  son, 
partly  to  j)revail  with  him  to  change  his  apparel  before 
coming  in  presence  of  the  Abbot  But  the  Kitchener 
and  Refectioner,  both  speaking  at  onc^  had  already 
seized  each  an  arm,  and  were  leading  Halbert  in  tn* 
umph  into  the  apartment,  so  that  she  could  only  ejacu- 
late, "His  will  be  done:  but  an  he  had  but  had  on 
him  his  Sunday's  hose!'* 

Limited  and  humble  as  this  desire  was,  the  fates 
did  not  grant  it ;  for  Halbert  Glendinning  was  tfurrMd 
into  the  presence  of  the  Lord  Abbot  and  his  party 
without  a  word  of  explanation,  and  without  a  mo* 
ment's  time  being  allowed  to  assjome  hit  holiday 
hose,  which,  in  the  language  of  the  time,  implied  botn 
breeches  and  stockings. 

Yet  though  thus  suddenly  presented  amid  theoentrs 
of  all  evea.  there  was  something  in  Halbert's  appear^ 
ance  wnich  commanded  a  certain  degree  of  raspact 
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from  the  ooflumny  into  which  he  wae  to  unceremo- 
niously intriKfed,  and  the  greater  part  of  whom  were 
djapoeed  to  consider  him  with  hauteur,  if  not  with 
aboolutecontempL  But  his  appearance  and  reception 
we  must  d«?ote  to  another  chapter.  • 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Now  choose  UiM,  fallant,  betwixt  wealth  and  hODOor ; 
There  lie*  the  pelf,  in  turn  to  bear  thee  throufh 
The  dance  of  routh,  and  the  turmoil  of  manhood, 
Tet  leave  cnoufh  for  ace'i  chimoey-eorner ; 
Bat  an  thou  craip  to  it,  (krewell  ambition. 
Farewell  eaeh  hope  of  bettering  thjr  oonditioo, 
And  raisiag  thr  low  rank  above  tlio  cliurla 
That  till  the  earth  for  bread.— OM  Ptag. 

It  is  neoessanr  to  dwell  for  some  brief  space  on  the 
appearance  and  demeanour  of  xoung  Olendioning, 
ere  we  proceed  to  describe  his  interview  with  the 
Abbot  oil  Saint  Mary's,  at  this  momentous  crisis  of 
his  life. 

Halbert  was  now  about  nineteen  years  old,  tall  and 
active  rather  than  strong,  jret  of  that  hardy  conforma- 
tion of  limb  and  sinew,  which  promises  great  strength 
when  the  growth  shall  be  complete,  and  the  system 
oonfimied.  He  was  perfectly  well  made,  ana,  like 
roost  men  who  have  that  advantage,  possessed  a 
grace  and  natural  ease  of  manner  andcarriage,  which 
prevented  his  height  from  being  the  distinguished  part 
of  his  external  appearance.  It  was  not  until  you  had 
compared  his  stature  with  that  of  those  amongst  or 
near  to  whom  he  stood,  that  you  became  sensible 
that  the  young  Glendinning  was  upwards  of  six  feet 
high.  In  the  combination  of  unusual  height  with 
perfect  symmetry,  ease,  and  grace  of  carnage,  the 
young  heir  of  Glendearg.  notwithstanding  his  rustic 
birth  and  education,  had  greatly  the  advantage  even 
of  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  himself,  whose  stature  was 
lower,  and  his  limbs,  though  there  was  no  particular 
point  to  object  to,  were  on  the  whole  less  exactly  pro- 

Eortioned.  On  the  other  band.  Sir  Piercie's  very 
andsome  countenance  aflbrded  him  as  decided  an 
advantage  oyer  the  Scotsman,  as  regularity  of  fea- 
tures and  brilliance  of  complexion  could  give  over 
traits  which  were  rather  strongly  marked  than  beauti- 
ful, and  upon  whose  complexion  the  **  skyey  influ- 
ences," to  which  be  was  constantly  exposed,  had 
lAeaded  the  red  and  white  into  the  purely  nut-brown 
hue,  which  coloured  alike  cheeks,  neck,  and  forehead, 
and  blushed  only  in  a  darker  glow  upon  the  former.— 
Halbert's  eyes  supplied  a  marked  and  distinguished 
part  of  his  physiognomy.  They  were  large  and  of  a 
haze]  colour,  and  sparkled  in  moments  of  animation 
with  such  uncommon  brilliancy,  that  it  seemed  as  if 
they  actually  emitted  light.  Nature  had  closely  curled 
the  locks  oi  dark-brown  hair,  which  relieved  and  set 
ofi*  the  features,  such  as  we  have  described  them,  dis- 
playing a  bold  and  animated  disposition,  much  morp 
than  might  have  been  expected  from  his  situation,  or 
from  h is  orevious  manners,  which  hitherto  bad  seemed 
bashful,  homely,  and  awkward. 

HaJbert's  drees  was  certainly  not  of  that  descrip- 
tion which  sets  off  to  the  best  advantage  a  presence 
of  itself  prepossessing.  His  jerkin  and  nose  were  of 
coarse  rustic  cloth,  and  his  cap  of  the  sam&  A  belt 
round  his  waist  served  at  once  to  sustain  the  broad- 
swOTd  which  we  have  already  mentioned,  and  to  hold 
five  or  six  arrows  and  bird-bolts,  which  were  stuck 
into  it  on  the  right  side,  along  with  a  large  knife 
hilted  with  buck-horn,  or,  as  it  was  then  called,  a  dud- 
geon-da^er.  To  complete  his  dress,  we  must  notice 
ois  loose  Duskins  of  deer's-hide,  formed  so  as  to  draw 
up  OQ  the  leg  as  high  as  high  as  the  knee,  or  atplea- 
sure  to  be  thrust  down  lower  than  the  calves.  These 
were  generally- used  at  the  period  by  such  as  either 
had  their  principal  occupation,  or  their  chief  pleasure, 
in  silvan  sports,  as  they  served  to  protect  the  legs 
against  the  rough  and  tangled  thickets  into  which 
the  jnirsuit  of  game  frequently  led  their.— And  these 
trifling  particulars  complete  his  external  api>earance. 

It  18  not  so  easy  to  do  justice  to  the  manner  in  which 
young  Olendinning's  soul  spoke  through  his  eyes, 
when  ushered  so  suddenly  into  the  company  of  those 
whom  bis  earliest  education  had  taught  him  to  treat 


with  awe  and  reverence.  The  degree  of  embarrata- 
ment  which  his  demeanor  evinced,  had  nothing  in 
it  either  meanly  servile,  or  utterly  disconcerted.  It 
was  no  more  than  became  a  generous  and  ingenuous 
youth  of  a  bold  spirit,  but  totally  inexperienced,  who 
should  for  the  first  time  be  called  upon  to  think  and 
act  for  himself  in  such  society,  and  under  such  disad- 
vantageous circumstances.  There  was  not  in  his 
carnage  a  |nain  either  of  forwardness  or  of  timidity, 
which  a  friend  could  have  wished  away. 

He  kneeled  and  kissed  the  Abbot's  hand,  then  rose, 
and  retiring  two  paces,  bowed  respectfully  to  the  cir- 
cle around,  smiling  gently  as  he  received  an  encourag- 
ing nod  from  the  Sub-Prior,  to  whom  alone  he  was 
personally  known,  and  blushing  as  he  encountered 
the  anxious  look  of  Mary  Avenel,  who  beheld  with 

Eainfiil  interest  the  sort  oi  ordeal  to  which  her  foster- 
rother  was  about  to  be  subjected.  Recovering  from 
the  transient  flurry  of  spirits  into  which  the  encounter 
of  her  glance  had  thrown  him,  he  stood  composedly 
awaiting  till  the  Abbot  should  express  his  pleasure. 

The  ingenuous  expression  of  countenance,  noble 
form,  and  graceful  attimde,  of  the  voung  man,  failed 
not  to  prepossess  in  his  favour  the  churchmen  in 
whose  presence  he  stood.  The  Abbot  looked  round, 
and  exchanged  a  gracious  and  approving  glance  with 
his  counsellor  Father  Eustace,  although  probably 
the  appointment  of  a  ranger,  or  bow-bearer,  was  one 
in  which  he  miffht  have  been  disposed  to  proceed 
without  the  Sub-Prior's  advice,  were  it  but  to  show 
his  own  free  agency.  But  the  good  mien  of  the  young 
man  n6w  in  nomination  was  such,  that  he  rather 
hastened  to  exchange  congratulation  on  meeting 
with  so  proper  a  subject  of  promotion,  than  to  indulge 
any  other  feeling.  Father  Eustace  enjoyed  the  plea- 
sure which  a  well-constituted  mind  derives  from  see- 
ing a  benefit  light  on  a  deserving  object ;  for  as  he 
had  not  seen  Halbert  since  circumstances  had  made 
so  material  a  change  in  his  manner  and  feeling?,  he 
scarce  doubted  that  theproferred  appointment  would, 
notwithstanding  his  mother's  uncertainty,  suit  tho 
disposition  of  a  youth  who  had  appeared  devoted  to 
woodland-sports,  and  a  foe  alike  to  sedentary  or  set- 
tled occupation  of  any  kind.  The  Refectioner  and 
Kitchener  were  so  well  pleased  with  Halbert's  pre- 
possessing appearance,  that  they  seemed  to  think 
that  the  salary,  emoluments,  and  perquisites^  the  dole, 
the  grazing,  the  gown,  and  the  galligaskins,  could 
scarce  be  better  EN»towed  than  on  the  active  and 
graceful  figure  before  them. 

Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  whether  from  being  more 
deeply  engaged  in  nis  own  cogitations,  or  that  the 
subject  was  unworthy  of  his  notice,  did  not  seem  to 
partake  of  the  general  feeling  of  approbation  excited 
by  the  young  man's  presence.  He  sate  with  his  eyes 
half  snut,  and  his  arms  folded,  appearing  to  be 
wrapped  in  contemnlations  of  a  nature  dec»er  than 
those  arising  out  of  the  scene  before  him.  But,  not- 
withstanding his  seeming  abstraction  and  absence  of 
mind,  there  was  a  flutter  of  vanity  in  Sir  Piercie'a 
very  handsome  countenance,  an  occasional  change 
of  posture  from  one  striking  attitude  (or  what  He 
conceived  to  be  such)  to  another,  and  an  occasional 
stolen  glance  at  the  female  part  of  the  company,  to 
spv  how  far  he  succeeded  in  riveting  their  attention, 
which  gave  a  marked  advantage,  m  comparison  to 
the  less  regular  and  more  harsh  features  of  Halbert 
Glendinning,  with  their  composed,  manly,  and  deli- 
berate expression  of  mental  fortitude. 

Of  the  females  belonging  to  the  family  of  Glen- 
dearg,  the  Miller's  daughter  alone  had  her  mipd  sufli- 
cientjy  at  leisure  to  admire,  from  time  to  time,  the 

SBceral  attitudes  of  Sir  Piercie  Shafton ;  for  both 
ary  Avenel  and  Dame  Glendinning  were ,  waiting 
in  anxiety  and  apprehension  the  answer  which  Hal- 
bert was  to  return  to  the  Abbot's  proposal,  and  fear- 
fully anticipating  the  consequences  of  his  probable 
refusal  The  conduct  of  his  brother  Edward,  for  a 
lad  constitutionally  ahy,  respectful,  and  even  timid, 
was  at  once  affectionate  and  noble.  This  younger 
son  of  Dame  Elspeth  had  stood  unnoticed  m  a  cor- 
ner, after  the  Abbot,  at  the  request  of  the  Sub-Prior, 
had  honoured  him  with  some  passing  notiee,  and 
asked  him  a  few  commonplace  questions  about  his 
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progreM  in  Donttua,  and  in  the  Promptuarium  Par- 
viMrum,  without  waiting  for  the  aoswere.  From 
his  comer  he  now  glided  round  to  his  broth^s  side, 
and  keeping  a  little  oefaind  him,  slid  his  right  (umd 
into  the  huntsman's  left,  and  by  a  gentle  pressure, 
which  Halbert  instantly  and  ardently  returned,  ex- 
pressed at  once  his  interest  in  his  simation,  and  his 
resolution  to  share  his  fate. 

The  group  was  thus  arranged^  .when,  after  the 
pause  of  tyro  or  three  minutesi  which  he  employed 
in  slowly  sippins  his  cup  of  wine,  in  order  that  he 
might  enter  on  nis  proposal  with  due  and  deliberate 
dignity,  the  Abbot  at  length  expressed  himself  thus : 
My  son— we  your  lawful  superior,  and  the  Ab- 
bot, under  GUmI's  favour,  of  the  community  of  Saint 
Mary's,  have  heard  of  your  manifold  good  g^ts— a- 
hem— especially  touchins  wood-craft  and  the  hunts- 
man-like fashion  in  which  you  strike  your  game, 
truly  and  as  a  yeoman  should,  not  abusing  Heaven's 
good  benefits  by  spoiling  the  flesh,  as  is  too  often 
seen  in  careless  rangers— a-hem."  He  made  here  a 
pause,  but  observing  that  Glendinning  onlv  replied 
to  his  compliment  by  a  bow,  he  proceedeo,— "  My 
son,  we  commend  your  modesty;  nevertheless,  we 
will  that  thou  shomdst  speak  freely  to  us  touching 
that  which  we  have  premeditated  for  thine  advance- 
ment, meaning  to  confer  on  thee  the  office  of  bow- 
bearer  and  ranger,  as  well  over  the  chases  and  forests 
wherein  our  house  hath  privilege  by  the  jgifts  of  pious 
kings  and  nobles,  whose  souls  now  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  their  bounties  to  the  church,  as  to  those  which 
belong  to  us  in  exclusive  rieht  of  property  and  perpe- 
tuity. Thy  knee,  my  son— that  we  may,  with  our  own 
hand,  and  without  loss  of  time,  induct  tnee  into  office." 
"  Kneel  down,"  said  the  Kitchener  on  the  one  side ; 
and  "Kneel  down,"  said  the  Refectioner  on  the  other. 
But  Halbert  Glendinning  remained  standing. 
"  Were  it  to  show  gratitude  and  good-will  Tor  your 
reverend  lordship's  noble  offer,  I  could  not,"  he  said, 
"  kneel  low  enough,  or  remain  long  enough  kneeling. 
But  I  may  not  kneel  to  take  investiture  of  your  noble 
gift,  my  Lord  Abbot,  bemg  a  man  determined  to  seek 
my  fortune  otherwise." 

^*How  is  that,  sir?"  said  the  Abbot,  ktiitting  his 
brows;  "do  I  hear  you  speak  aright?  and  do  you,  a 
bom  vassal  of  the  Halidome,  at  the  moment  when  I 
am  destining  to  you  such  a  noble  expression  of  my 
good- will,  propose  exchanging  my  service  for  that  of 
aiiy  other?" 

^My  lord,"  said  Halbert  Glendinning,  "it  grieves 
me  to  think  you  hold  me  capable  of  undervaluing 
your  gracious  offer,  or  of  exchanging  your  service  for 
another.  But  your  noble  proffer  doth  but  hasten  the 
execution  of  a  determination  which  I  have  long 
anco  formed." 

.  "  Ay,  my  son,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  is  it  indeed  so?— 
right  eariy  have  you  lenm'ed  to  form  resolutions  with- 
out consulting  those  on  whom  you  naturally  depend. 
But  what  may  it  be,  this  sagacious  resolution,  if  I 
may  so  far  pray  you  ?" 

"To  yield  up  to  my  brother  and  mother,"  answered 
Halbert,  "  mine  interest  in  «ihe  fief  of  Glendear;, 
lately  possessed  by  my  father,  Simon  Glendinning: 
and  having  prayed  your  lordship  to  be  the  same  kind 
and  generous  master  to  them,  that  your  predecessors, 
the  venerable  Abbots  of  Saint  Mary's,  nave  been  to 
my  fathers  in  time  past;  for  myself,  I  am  determined 
to  seek  my  fortune  where  I  may  best  find  it." 

Dame  Glendinning  here  ventured,  emboldened  by 
maternal  anxiety,  to  break  ailencc  with  an  exclama- 
tion of  |*0  my  son !"  Edward,  clinging  to  his  bro- 
thers side,  half  spoke,  half  whispered,  a  simihir 
^aculation,  of  "  Brother!  brother!" 

The  Sub-Prior  took  up  the  matter  in  a  tone  of 
grave  reprehension,  which,  as  he  conceived,  the  inte- 
rest he  had  always  taken  in  the  family  of  Glendearg 
required  at  his  hand. 

**  Wilful  young  man,"  he  said,  "what  folly  can  urge 
thee  to  push  back  the  hand  that  is  stretched  out  to 
aid  thee  ?  ^hat  visionary  aim  hast  thou  before  thee, 
that  can  conmensata  for  the  decent  and  sufficient  in- 
deMndence  which  thou  art  now  rejecting  with  scorn  ?" 
Pour  marks  by  the  year,  duly  and  truly,"  said  the 
Kitchener. 


"  Ck>w'»>graM,  doublet,  and  galligaakinai"  feq^ood- 
ed  the  Rdeetioner. 

"  Peace,  my  brethren,"  said  the  Sub-Prior ;  "  and 
may  it  please  your  lordshia  venerable  father,  tipoo 
my  petition,  to  allow  this  headstrong  youth  a  d^ 
for  consideration,  and  it  shall  be  my  part  so  to  indoo* 
trinate  him,  as  to  convince  him  what  is  due  on  thii 
occasion  to  your  lordship,  and  to  his  family,  and  to 
himself." 

"  Your  kindneas,  reverend  father,**  said  the  youtb. 
*'  craves  my  dearest  thanks— it  is  the  continuance  ot 
a  long  train  of  benevolence  towards  m&  for  which  I 
give  you  my  gratitude,  for  I  have  nothing  else  to 
offer.  It  is  my  mishap,  not  your  fault,  that  your  in- 
tentions have  been  frustrated.  But  my  present  reio- 
lution  is  fixed  and  unalterable.  I  cannot  acc«pt  the 
generous  offer  of  the  Lord  Abbot ;  my  fate  calls  me 
elsewhere,  to  scenes  where  I  shall  end  it  or  mend  it" 

"  By  Our  Lady,'*  said  the  Abbot,  "  I  think  the  youth 
be  mad  indeed— or  that  you,  Sir  Piercie,  jadfjoA  of 
him  most  truly,  when  you  prophesied  that  he  would 
prove  unfit  for  the  promotion  we  designed  him— It 
may  be  you  knew  something  of  this  wayward  hu- 
mour before?" 

"  By  the  mass,  not  L*'  answered  Sir  Piercie  Shaf- 
ton,  with  his  usual  indifference.  "  I  but  judged  of  him 
by  his  birth  and  breeding :  for  seldom  doth  a  good 
hawk  come  out  of  a  kite's  egg.*' 

"  Thou  art  thyself  a  kite,  and  kestrd  to  boot,**  re- 
plied Halbert  Glendinning,  without  a  moment's  ben- 
tation. 

"  This  in  our  presence,  and  to  a  man  of  wanhip  ?' 
said  the  Abbot,  the  blood  rushing  to  his  face. 

"  Yes,  my  lord,"  answered  the  youth  :  "  even  m 
your  presence,  I  return  to  this  gay  man^s  face  the 
causeless  dishonour  which  he  has  flung  on  my  name. 
My  brave  father  who  fell  in  the  cause  of  his  country, 
demands  that  justice  at  the  hands  of  his  son  !" 

"  Unmannered  boy !"  said  the  Abbot. 

"  Nay,  my  good  lord,"  said  the  knight,  "  praying 
pardon  for  the  coarse  interruption,  let  me  entreat  you 
not  to  be  wroth  with  this  rustical— Credit  me,  the 
north  wind  shall  as  soon  puff  one  of  your  rocks  from 
its  basis,  as  aught  which  I  hold  so  slight  and  incon- 
siderate as  the  churlish  speech  of  an  untaught  chtirl, 
shall  move  the  spleen  of  Piercie  Shalton." 

"  Proud  as  you  are,  Sir  Knight,"  said  Halbert,  **  io 
your  imagined  superiority,  be  not  too  confident  that 
you  cannot  be  moved." 

"  Faith^  by  nothing  that  thou  canst  tnge,*'  aud 
Sir  Piercie. 

, "  Knowest  thou  then  this  token  ?**  said  young  Glen- 
dinning, offering  to  him  the  silver  bodkm  which  be 
had  received  from  the  White  Lady. 

Never  was  such  an  instant  change,  from  the  most 
contemptuous  serenity  to  the  most  furious  state  of 
passion,  as  that  which  Sir  Piercie  Shaflon  exhibited. 
It  was  the  difference  between  a  cannon  lying  quiet 
in  its  embrasure,  and  the  same  gun  when  touched  by 
the  linstock.  He  started  up,  every  limb  quivering 
with  rage,  and  his  features  so  inflamed  and  agitated 
by  passion,  that  he  more  resembled  a  demoniac,  than 
a  man  under  the  regulation  of  reason.  He  clenched 
both  his  fists,  and  thrasting  them  forward,  oflfered 
them  furiously  at  the  face  of  Glendinning,  who  was 
even  himself  startled  at  the  frantic  state  of  excitation 
which  his  action  had  occasioned.  The  next  moment 
he  withdrew  them,  struck  his  open  palm  against  his 
own  forehead,  and  rashed  out  of  the  room  m  a  state 
of  indescribable  agitation.  The  whole  matt«'  had 
been  so  sudden,  that  no  person  present  had  tune  to 
interfere. 

When  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  had  left  the  apartment, 
there  was  a  moment's  pause  of  astonishment ;  and 
then  a  general  demand  that  Halbert  Glendinning 
ahould  instantly  explain  by  what  means  he  had  pro- 
duced such  a  violent  change  in  the  deportment  or  the 
English  cavalier. 

"  I  did  nought  to  him,*'  answered  Halbert  Glen- 
dinning, "  but  what  you  all  saw— Am  I  to  answer  for 
his  fantastic  freaks  of  humour  T' 

"  Boy,"  said  the  Abbot,  in  his  most  authoritativa 
manner,  "  theae  subterfuges  shall  not  avail  thee. 
This  is  noi  a  man  to  be  driven  from  hia  tempera- 
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ment  without  some  sufficient  cause.  That  cause 
wHB  given  by  thee,  and  must  have  been  known  to 
thee.  I  command  thee,  as  thou  wilt  save  thyself 
from  worse  measure,  to  explain  to  me  bv  what  means 
thou  hast  moved  our  friend  thus— We  choose  not  that 
oar  vassals  shall  drive  our  guests  mad  in  our  very 
presence,  and  we  remain  ignorant  of  the  means  where- 
ojr  that  purpose  is  eflfecteo.*' 

**  So  mav  it  please  yoar  reverence,  I  did  but  show 
him  this  tokeu,^'  said  Halbert  Glendinning,  delivering 
it  at  the  same  time  to  the  Abbot,  who  looked  at  it 
with  much  attention,  and  then,  shaking  his  head, 
gravely  delivered  it  to  the  Sub-Pnor,  without  speaking 
a  word. 

Father  Eustace  looked  at  the  mysterious  token 
with  some  attention ;  and  th^  addressing  Halbert  in 
«  stem  and  severe  voice,  said,  "  Yoimg  man,  if  thou 
wouldst  not  have  us  suspect  thee  of  some  strange 
doable-dealing  in  this  matter,  let  ns  instantly  know 
whenoa  thou  nadst  this  token,  and  how  it  possesses 
an  influence  on  Sir  Piercie  Shafton?"— It  would  have 
been  extremely  difficult  for  Halbert,  thus  hard  pressed, 
to  have  either  evaded  or  answered  so  puzzling  a  (jues- 
tion.  To  have  avowed  the  truth  might,  in  those  times, 
have  occasioned  his  being  burnt  at  a  stake,  although, 
in  ours,  his  confession  would  have  only  gained  Tor 
him  the  eredit  of  a  liar  beyond  all  rational  credibility. 
He  was  fortunately  relieved  by  the  return  of  Sir  Piercie 
ShaftoD  himaelf;  whose  ear  caught,  as  he  entered,  the 
sound  of  the  Sub-Prior's  question. 

Witbottt  waiting  until  Halbert  Olendinning  replied, 
became  fbrwaroT whispering  to  him  as  he  passed, 
"Be  secret— thou  shalt  have  the  satisfaction  thou 
hast  dared  to  seek  for." 

When  he  returned  to  his  place,  there  were  still 
marks  of  discomposure  on  his  brow ;  but,  becoming 
apparently  collected  and  calm,  he  looked  around  him. 
and  apologized  for  the  indecorum  of  which  he  had 
been  guilty,  which  he  ascribed  to  sudden  and  severe 
indisposition.  All  were  silent,  and  looked  on  each 
other  with  some  surprise. 

The  Lord  Abbot  gave  orders  for  all  to  retire  from 
the  apartment,  save  nimself,  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  and 
the  Shib-Prior.  "  And  have  an  eye,"  he  added,  **  on 
that  bold  youth,  that  he  escape  not ;  for  if  he  hath 
practiscMd  by  charm,  or  otherwise,  on  the  health  of 
our  worshipful  guest,  I  swear  by  the  alb  and  mitre 
whidi  I  wear,  that  his  punishment  shall  be  most 
exemplary." 

^  My  lord  and  venerable  father,"  said  Halbert, 
bowing  respectfully,  "  fear  not  but  that  I  will  abide 
my  doom.  1  think  you  will  best  learn  from  the  wor- 
shipful knight  himsdf^  what  is  the  cause  of  bis  dis- 
temperature,  and  how  slight  my  share  in  it  has  been." 
'*  Be  assured,"  said  the  Knieht,  without  looking  up, 
however,  while  he  spoke,  "  I  will  satisfy  the  Lord 
Abbot." 

With  these  words  the  company  retired,  and  with 
them  young  Olendinning. 

When  the  Abbot  the  Sub-Prior,  and  the  Engush 
knight,  were  left  alone,  Father  Eustace,  contrary  to 
ilia  enatom,  conM  not  help  speaking  the  first.  "  Ex- 
pound unto  OS,  noble  sir,"  he  said,  '*by  what  mys- 
tenooB  means  the  production  of  this  simple  toy  could 
so  far  move  your  spirit,  and  overcome  your  patience, 
after  yon  had  shown  yourself  proof  to  all  the  provo- 
cation ofiered  by  this  self-sufficient  and  singular 
youth  T' 

The  knight  took  the  silver  bodkin  from  the  good 
father'shand,  looked  at  it  with  great  composure,  and, 
having  examined  it  all  over,  returned  it  to  the  Sub- 
Prior,  saying  at  the  same  time,  "  In  truth,  venerable 
father^  I  cannot  but  marvel  that  the  wisdom  implied 
alike  in  your  silver  hairs,  and  in  your  eminent  rank, 
should,  like  a  babbling  hound,  (excuse  the  simihtude.) 
open  tnua  loudly  on  a  false  scent.  I  were,  indeed, 
more  alight  to  be  moved  than  the  leaves  of  the  aspen 
tree,  which  wag  at  the  least  breath  of  heaven,  could 
I  be  touched  by  such  a  trifle  as  this,  which  in  no  way 
concerns  me  more  than  if  the  same  quantity  of  silver 
were  stricken  into  so  many  groats.  Truth  is,  that 
from  my  youth  upward,  I  have  been  subjected  to  such 
a  malady  as  yon  saw  roe  visited  with  even  now— a 
cnel  and  searching  pain,  which  goeth  through  nerve 
2T 


and  bone,  even  as  a  good  brand  in  the  hands  of  a 
brave  soldier  sheers  through  limb  and  sinew— but  it 
passes  away  soeedily,  as  you  yourselves  may  judge." 

"  Still,"  said  the  Sub-Prior.  "  this  will  not  account 
for  the  youth  oflering  to  you  this  piece  of  silver,  as  a 
token  by  which  you  were  to  understand  something, 
and,  as  we  must  needs  conjecture,  something  dis- 
agreeable." 

"  Your  reverence  is  to  conjecture  what  you  will,*' 
said  Sir  Piercie;  **  but  I  cannot  pretend  to  lay  your 
judgment  on  the  right  scent  when  I  see  it  at  fault. 
I  hope  I  am  not  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  account 
for  the  foolish  actions  of  a  malapert  boy  1" 

"Assuredly,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  *'  we  shall  prose- 
cute no  inquiry  which  is  disagreeable  to  our  guest. 
Nevertheless,"  said  he,  looking  to  his  Superior,^*  this 
chance  mav,  in  some  sort,  alter  the  plan  your  lordship 
had  formed  for  your  worshipful  guest's  residence  for 
a  brief  term  in  tnis  tower,  as  a  place  alike  of  secrecy 
and  of  security ;  both  of  which,  in  the  terms  which 
we  now  stand  on  with  England,  are  circumstances  to 
be  desired." 

"In  truth,"  said  the  Abbot,  "and  the  doubt  is  well 
thought  on,  were  it  as  well  removed;  for  I  scarce 
know  in  the  Halidome  so  fitting  a  place  of  refuge, 
yet  see  I  not  how  to  recommend  it  to  our  worshipful 
ffuest,  considering  the  unrestrained  petulance  of  this 
Headstrong  youth.*" 

"Tush!  reverend  sirs.— what  would  you  make  of 
me?"  said  Sir  Piercie  Shafton.  "  I  protest,  by  mine 
honour,  I  would  abide  in  this  house  were  I  to  choose. 
What  I  I  take  no  exceptions  at  the  youth  for  showing 
a  flash  of  spirit,  though  the  spark  may  light  on  mine 
own  head.  I  honour  the  lad  for  it.  I  protest  I  will 
abide  here,  and  he  shall  aid  me  in  striking  down  a 
deer.  I  must  needs  be  friends  with  him,  an  he  bo 
such  •  shot;  and  we  will  speedily  send  down  to  my 
Lord  Abbot  a  buck  of  the  first  head,  killed  so  artificially 
as  shall  satisfy  even  the  reverend  Kitchener." 

This  was  said  wUh  such  apparent  ease  and  good- 
humour,  that  the  Abbot  made  no  farther  observation 
on  what  had  passed,  but  proceeded  to  acquaint  hia 
guest  wifh  the  details  of  furniture,  hangings,  provi- 
sions,  and  so  forth,  which  he  proposed  to  send  up  to 
the  Tower  of  Glendearg  for  his  accommodation. 
This  discourse,  seasoned  with  a  cup  or  two  of  wine^ 
served  to  prolong  the  time  until  the  reverend  Abbot 
ordered  his  cavalcade  to  prepare  for  their  return  tO' 
the  Monastery. 

"  As  we  have,"  he  aaid,  "  in  the  course  of  this  our 
toilsome  journey,  lost  our  meridian,*  indulgence  shaU 
be  given  to  those  of  our  attendants  who  shall,  from 
very  weariness,  be  unable  to  attend  the  duty  at 
priraeit  and  this  by  way  of  misericord  or  indulgent 
tia."t 

Having  benevolently  intimated  a  boon  to  his  faith- 
ful followers,  which  he  probably  iudged  would  be  far 
from  unacceptable,  the  good  AbBot,  seeing  all  ready 
for  his  journey,  bestowed  his  blessing  on  the  assem- 
bled household— gave  his  hand  to  be  Kissed  by  Dame 
Olendinning— himself  kissed  the  cheek  of  Mary  Ave- 
nel,  and  even  of  the  Miller's  maiden,  when  they 
approached  to  render  him  the  same  homage — com- 
manded Halbert  to  rule  his  temper,  and  to  be  aiding 
and  obedient  in  all  things  to  the  English  knight- 
admonished  Edward  to  be  dUcipulua  tmpieer  at^t 
*<nmuu*— then  took  a  courteous  farewell  of  Sir  Pier- 
cie Shafton,  advising  him  to  lie  close,  for  fear  of  the 
English  borderers,  who  might  be  employed  to  kidnap 
him ;  and  having  discharged  these  various  offices  of 
courtesy,  moved  forth  to  the  court-yard,  followed  by 
the  whole  establishment  Here,  with  a  heaw  sigh 
approaching  to  a  groan,  the  venerable  father  heaved 
himself  upon  his  palfrey,  whose  dark  purple  housings 
swept  the  gronna ;  ana,  greatly  comforted  that  the 
disofetion  of  the  animal's  pace  would  be  no  longer 

•  The  hour  of  rapow  it  noon,  which,  in  the  middle  agei.  wa« 
employed  in  itumt>er,  and  which  the  monutie  ruiei  of  nocturou 
vif  lis  rendered  necetseir.  .        „  . 

t  Prime  wan  the  midnight  lemee  o(  the  raonka. 

t  Mixrkord,  accordinf  to  the  learned  work  of  Foabrooke  on 
Britinh  Monnchiam,  meant  not  only  an  indultence,  or  exonem- 
tion  nt>m  pnrticular  duties,  but  alao  a  porticolar  apartment  in  a 
convent,  where  tho  monks  aaaembled  to  tin  joy  such  iadal«e&OM 
9t  aUowaneet  aa  wero  fronted  beyond  the  nalt. 
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disturbed  by  the  gambadoes  of  Sir  Piercie  and  his 
prancing  warhorse,  he  set  forth  at  a  sober  and  steady 
trot  upon  hia  return  to  the  Monastery. 

When  the  Sub-Prior  had  mounted  to  accompany 
his  principal,  his  eye  sought  out  Halbert,  who,  partly 
hidden  by  a  projection  of  the  outward  wall  of  the 
court,  stood  apart  from,  and  gazing  upon  the  depart- 
ing cavalcade,  and  the  group  which  assembled  around 
them.  Unsatisfied  with  the  explanation  he  had  re- 
ceived concerning  the  mysterious  transaction  of  the 
silver  bodkin,  yet  interesting  himself  in  theyoutk  of 
whose  character  he  had  formed  a  favourable  idea, 
the  worthy  monk  resolved  to  take  an  early  opportu- 
nity of  investigating  that  matter.  In  the  meanwhile, 
he  looked  upon  Halbert  with  a  serious  and  warning 
nspecty  and  held  up  his  finger  to  him  as  he  signed 
farewell.  He  then  joined  the  rest  of  the  churchmen, 
and  followed  his  Superior  down  the  valley. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

I  bop«  Too'll  rive  me  eauM  to  think  rou  nobI«, 

And  do  me  rifht  with  your  iword.  fir,  «•  becomes 

One  ceoUeman  of  honour  to  another ; 

All  this  if  fair,  tir^et  m  make  no  dajni  on't, 

1*11  lead  TOUT  way,  Love'i  PUgrimaie. 

The  look  and  sign  of  wamiiig  which  the  Sub- 
Prior  gave  to  Halbert  Olendinnmg  as  they  parted, 
went  to  his  heart;  for.  although  he  had  profited 
much  less  than  Edward  by  the  good  man's  mstruc- 
tions,  he  had  a  sincere  reverence  for  his  person :  and 
even  the  short  time  he  had  for  deUberation,  tended  to 
show  him  he  was  embarked  in  a  perilous  adven- 
ture. The  nature  of  the  provocation  which  he  had 
^ven  to  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  he  could  not  even  con- 
jecture; but  he  saw  that  it  was  of  a  mortal  quality, 
and  he  was  now  to  abide  the  consequences. 

That  he  might  not  force  these  consequent's  for- 
ward bv  any  premature  renewal  of  their  quarrel,  he 
resolved  to  walk  apart  for  an  hour,  and  consider  on 
what  terms  he  was  to  meet  thift  haughty  foreigner. 
The  time  seemed  propitious  for  his  doing  so  with- 
out having  the  appearance  of  wilfully  shunning  the 
stranger,  as  all  the  members  of  the  little  household 
were  dispersing,  either  to  perform  such  tasks  as  had 
been  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  the  dignitaries,  or 
to  put  in  order  what  had  been  deranged  by  their  visit 

Leaving  the  tower,  therefore,  and  descending,  un- 
observed as  he  thouffht  the  knoll  on  which  it  stood, 
Halbert  gained  the  attie  piece  of  level  ground  which 
extended  oetwizt  the  descent  of  the  hilf|  and  the  first 
■weep  made  by  the  brook  after  washing  the  foot  of 
the  eminence  on  which  the  tower  was  situated,  where 
a  fisw  straggling  birch  and  oak-tree«  served  to  se- 
cure him  nom  observation.  But  scarcely  had  he 
reached  the  spot,  when  he  was  surprised  to  feel  a 
smart  tap  upon  the  shoulder,  and.  turning  around,  he 
perceived  he  had  been  closely  followed  by  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton. 

When,  whether  from  our  state  of  animal  spirits, 
want  of  confidence  in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  or  any 
other  motive,  our  own  courage  happens  to  be  in  a 
wavering  condition,  nothing  tends  so  much  alto- 
gether to  disconcert  us,  as  a  great  appearance  of 
promptitude  on  the  part  of  our  antagonist.  Halbert 
Olendinning,  both  morally  and  constitutionally  in- 
trepid, was  nevertheless  somewhat  troubled  at  seeing 
the  stranger  whose  resentment  he  had  provoked,  ap- 
pear at  once  before  him,  and  with  an  aspect  which 
boded  hostility.  But  though  his  heart  might  beat 
somewhat  thicker,  he  was  too  hiirh  spirited  to  exhibit 
any  external  signs  of  emotion—  What  is  your  plea- 
sure, Sir  Piercie?"  he  said  to  the  English  knight, 
enduring,  without  apparent  discomposure,  aU  the  ter- 
rors which  his  antagonist  had  summoned  into  his 
amect. 

What  is  my  pleasure  V  answered  Sir  Piercie : 
**  a  goodly  Question,  after  the  part  you  have  acted 
towards  me !— Young  man,  I  know  not  what  infatu- 
ation has  led  thee  to  place  thyself  in  direct  and  inso- 
lent opposition  to  one  who  is  a  guest  of  thy  liege-lord 
the  Abbot,  and  who,  even  from  the  courtesy  due  to 
thy  mother's  root  bad  a  right  to  remain  there  with- 
out maetiog  inralt.    Neither  do  I  aak,  or  care,  by 


what  means  thou  hast  become  possessed  of  the  fatal 
secret  by  which  thou  hast  dared  to  oflier  me  open 
shame.  But  I  must  now  tell  thee,  that  the  possession 
of  it  hath  cost  thee  thy  life." 

"  Not,  I  trusL  if  my  hand  and  sword  can  defiead 
it,"  replied  Halbert,  boldly. 

"  True,"  said  the  Englishman ;  "  I  mean  not  to 
deprive  thee  of  thv  fair  cfiance  of  st'lf-defence.  I  am 
only  sorry  to  think,  that,  young  and  country-bmi  as 
thou  art,  it  can  but  little  avail  thee.  But  thou  muse 
be  well  aware,  that  in  this  quarrel  I  shall  use  no 
terms  of  quarter." 

^  Rely  on  it,  proud  man."  answered  the  youth, 
"  that  I  shall  ask  none ;  and  although  thou  speakest 
as  if  I  lay  already  at  thy  feet,  trust  me,  that  as  I  am 
determined  never  to  ask  thy  mercy,  so  I  am  not 
fearful  of  needing  it." 

*'  Thou  wilt,  then,"  said  the  knight,  "  do  nothing 
to  avert  the  certain  fate  which  thou  nast  provoked 
with  such  wantonness  7" 

^  And  how  were  that  to  be  purchased?"  replied 
Halbert  Olendinning,  more  with  the  wiah  of  obtain- 
ing some  farther  insight  into  the  terms  on  which  he 
stood  with  this  stranger,  than  to  make  him  the  sub- 
mission he  might  require. 

"  Explain  to  me  instantly,**  said  Sir  Piercie,  **  with- 
out equivocation  or  delay,  by  what  means  thou 
wert  enabled  to  wound  my  honoiur  so  deeply— and 
shouldst  thou  point  out  to  me  by  so  doing  an  enemy 
more  worthy  of  my  resentment,  I  will  permit  thine 
own  obscure  insignificance  to  draw  a  veil  over  thine 
insolence." 

"This  is  too.  high  a  flight,"  said  Glendinning, 
fiercely,  "  for  thine  own  presumption  to  soar  without 
being  checked.  Thou  hast  come  to  mv  father^s 
house,  as  well  as  I  can  guess,  a  fugitive  and  an  exile, 
and  thy  first  greeting  to  its  inhabitants  has  been  that 
of  contempt  and  injury.  By  what  means  I  have  been 
able  to  retort  that  contempt,  let  thine  own  oonscience 
tell  thee.  Enough  for  me  that  I  sund  on  the  privi- 
lege of  a  free  Scotchman,  and  will  brook  no  msult 
unretumed,  and  no  injufv  unrequited." 

"It  is  well,  then,"  said  Sir  Piercie  Shafton;  "we 
will  dispute  this  matter  to-morrow  morning  vdth  our 
swords.  Let  the  time  be  daybreak,  and  do  thou 
assign  the  place.    We  will  go  forth  as  if  to  strike  a 

•; Content,"  replied  Halbert  Glendinning;  "I  will 
guide  thee  to  a  spot  where  an  hundred  men  miefat 
fight  and  fall  without  any  chance  of  interruption." 

^*  It  is  well,"  answered  Sir  Piercie  Shafton.  "Here 
then  we  part.— Many  will  say,  that  in  thus  indulging 
the  right  of  a  gentleman  to  the  son  of  a  clod-break- 
ing peasant,  I  derosatairom  my  sphere,  even  as  the 
blessed  sun  would  dcmgate,  should  he  condescend  to 
compare  and  match  his  golden  beams  with  the  twin- 
kle of  a  pale,  blinking,  expiring,  grossfed  taper.  But 
no  consideration  of  rank  shallprevent  my  avenging 
the  insult  thou  hast  offered  me.  We  bear  a  smooth 
face,  observe  m&  Sir  Villagio,  before  the  worshipful 
inmates  of  yonder  cabin,  and  to-morrow  we  try  con- 
clusions with  our  swords."  So  saying,  he  turned 
away  towards  the  tower. 

It  may  not  be  unworthy  of  notice,  that  in  the  last 
speech  only,  had  Sir  Piercie  used  some  of  those  flow- 
ers of  rhetoric  which  characterized  the  usual  style  of 
his  conversation.  Apparently,  a  sense  of  wounded 
honour,  and  the  deep  desire  of^ vindicating  his  injured 
feelings,  had  proved  loo  strong  for  the  fantastic  affec- 
tation of  his  acquired  habits.  Indeed,  such  is  usoallr 
the  influence  of  energy  of  mind,  when  called  forth 
and  exerted,  that  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  had  ncTcr 
appeared  in  the  eyes  of  his  youthful  antagonist  half  so 
much  deserving  of  esteem  and  respect  as  in  this  brief 
dialogue,  by  which  they  exchanged  mutual  defiance. 
As  he  followed  him  slowlv  to  the  tower,  he  could  not 
help  thinking  to  himself;  that,  had  the  English  koight 
always  displayed  this  superior  tone  of  bearing  and 
feeling,  he  would  not  probably  have  felt  so  earnestly 
disposed  to  take  offence  at  his  hand.  Mortal  offence, 
however,  had  been  exchanged,  and  the  matter  wu 
to  be  put  to  mortal  arbitrement. 

.  The  family  met  at  the  evening  meaL  when  Sir  Pwr- 
cie  Shafton  extended  the  benigmty  of  his  countansuioe 
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sad  the  graces  of  his  conversation  far  more  generally 
over  the  party  than  he  had  hitherto  condescended  to 
do.  The  greater  part  of  his  attention  was,  of  course, 
still  engrossed  by  his  divine  and  inimitable  Discretion, 
as  he  chose  to  term  Mary  Avenel ;  but  nevertheless, 
there  were  inteijectional  flourishes  to  the  Maid  of  the 
Hill,  under  the  title  of  CkHnelv  Damsel,  and  to  the 
dame,  under  that  of  Worthy  Matron.  Nay,  lest  he 
should  fail  to  excite  their  admiration  by  the  graces  of 
his  rtietoric,  he  generously,  and  without  solicitation, 
added  those  of  his  voice :  and  aAer  regretting  bitterly 
the  absence  of  his  viol-de-gamba,  he  regaled  them 
with  a  song, "  which,"  said  he, "  the  inimitable  Astro- 
phel,  whom  mortals  call  Philip  Sidney,  composed  in 
the  nonage  of  his  muse,  to  show  the  world  what  they 
are  to  expect  from  his  riper  years,  and  which  will  one 
day  see  the  light  in  that  not- to-be-paralleled  perfection 
of  numan  wit,  which  he  has  addressed  to  nis  sister, 
the  matchless  Parthenope,  whom  men  call  Countess 
of  Pembroke;  a  work,' '^ he  coti tinned,  "whereof  his 
friendship  hath  permitted  me,  though  unworthy,  to 
be  an  occasional  partaker,  and  whereof  I  may  well 
say,  that  the  deep  afflictive  tale  which  awakeneth 
ODT  sorrows,  is  so  relieved  with  brilliant  nmilitudes, 
dulcet  descriptions,  pleasant  poems,  and  engaging 
interludes,  that  they  seem  as  the  stars  of  the  firma- 
ment, beautifying  the  dusky  robe  or  night.  And 
thotqp  I  wot  w«l  how  much  the  lovely  and  ouaint 
fangnage  will  suffer  by  my  widowed  voice,  widowed 
in  that  it  is  no  longer  matched  by  my  beloved  viol-de- 
^amba,  I  will  essay  to  give  you  a  taste  of  the  ravish- 
ing sweetness  of  the  poesy  of  the  un- to-be-imitated 
Astrophel." 

So  saying,  he  sung  without  mercy  or  remorse  about 
five  hundrra  verses,  of  which  the  two  first  and  the 
four  last  may  suffice  for  a  specimen— 

"  What  tonfae  can  her  perfection!  tell. 

On  whoee  each  part  all  pens  may  dwell. 

«  «  •  •  • 

Of  whow  high  praiaeand  praieefttl  bliet, 
GoodnoM  the  pen,  Hearen  paper  ii ; 
Tlie  ink  immortal  fame  doth  send, 
Ai  I  began  eo  I  muit  cod." 

As  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  always  sung  with  his  e^es 
hidf  shot,  it  was  not  until,  agreeably  to  the  promise 
ci  his  poetry,  he  had  fairly  made  an  end,  that,  looking 
round,  he  discovered  that  the  greater  part  of  his  au- 
dience had,  in  the  meanwhile,  yielded  to  the  charms 
of  repose.  Mary  Avenel,  indeed,  from  a  natural  sense 
of  politeness,  had  contrived  to  keep  awake  throug[h 
aU  the  prolixities  of  the  divine  Astrophel ;  but  Mysie 
was  transported  in  dreams  back  to  the  dusty  atmos- 
phere of  her  fath^s  mill ;  Edward  himself^  who  had 
S'von  his  attention  for  some  time,  had  at  length  fallen 
Bt  asleep ;  and  the  good  dame's  nose,  could  its  tones 
have  been  put  under  regulation,  might  have  supplied 
the  boss  of  the  lamented  viol-de-gamba.  Haloert, 
however,  who  had  no  temptation  to  give  way  to  the 
charms  of  slumber,  remained  awake,  with  his  eyes 
fixed  on  the  songster :  not  that  he  was  better  enter- 
tained with  the  words,  or  more  ravished  with  the 
execution,  than  the  rest  of  the  company,  but  rather 
because  he  admired,  or  perhaps  envied,  the  composure, 
which  could  thus  spend  the  evening  in  interminable 
madrigals,  when  the  next  morning  was  to  be  devoted 
to  doidly  combat.  Yet  it  struck  his  natural  acuteness 
of  observation,  that  the  eye  of  the  gallant  cavalier  did 
now  and  then,  furtively  as  h  were,  seek  a  glance,  of 
his  countenance,  as  if  to  discover  how  he  was  taking 
the  exhibition  of  his  antagonist's  composure  and 
serenity  of  mind. 

He  snail  read  nothing  in  my  countenance,  thought 
Halbert.  proudly,  that  can  make  him  think  my  mdif- 
ference  less  than  his  own. 

And  taking  from  the  shelf  a  bag  full  of  miscella- 
neous matters  collected  for  the  purpose,  he  began  with 
great  industry  to  dress  hooka  and  had  finished  half- 
a-dozen  of  flies  (we  are  enabled,  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  admire  the  antiquities  of  the  gentle  art  of 
angling,  to  state  that  they  were  brown  hackles)  by  the 
time  that  Sir  Piercie  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  long-winded  strophes  of  the  divine  Astrophel. 
1^  that  ne  sJso  testified  a  magnanimous  contempt  of 
that  which  to-morrow  should  bring  fmh. 


As  it  now  waxed  late,  the  family  of  GHendearg  se- 
parated for  the  evening ;  Sur  Piercie  first  saying  to  the 
dame  that  "  her  son  Albert" 

"  Halbert,"  said  Elspeth.  with  emphasis,  "  Hal- 
bert:  after  his  gpodsire,  Halbert  Brydone." 

*'  Well,  then,  I  have  prayed  your  son,  Halbert,  that 
we  may  strive  to-morrow,  with  the  sun  s  earUness,  to 
wake  a  su^  from  his  lair,  that  I  may  see  whether  he 
be  as  prompt  at  that  sport  as  fame  bespeaks  him.'^ 

"  Alas!  sir,"  answered  Dame  Elspeth,  "  he  is  but 
too  prompt,  an  you  talk  of  promptitudejat  any  thing 
that  has  steel  at  one  end  of  it,  and  mischief  at  the 
other.  But  he  is  at  your  honourable  disposal,  and  I 
trust  you  will  teach  nim  how  obedience  is  due  to  our 
venerable  father  and  lord,  the  Abbot,  and  prevail  with 
him  to  take  the  bow-bearer's  place  in  fee ;  for,  as  the 
two  worthy  monks  said,  it  will  be  a  great  help  to  a 
widow-woman." 

"  Trust  me,  good  dame,"  replied  Sir  Piercie,  "  it  is 
my  purpose  so  to  indoctrinate  nim,  touching  his  con- 
duct and  bearing  towards  his  betters,  that  he  shall 
not  lightly  depart  from  the  reverence  due  to  .them.— 
We  meet,  then,  beneath  the  birch-trees  in  the  plain," 
he  said,  looking  to  Halbert  "  so  soon  as  the  eye  of 
day  hath  opened  its  lids."— Halbert  answered  with  a 
sign  of  acquiescence,  and  the  knight  proceeded,  '*  And 
now,  having  wished  to  my  fairest  Discretion  those 
pleasant  dreams  which  wave  their  pinions  around  the 
couch  of  sleeping  beauty,  and  to  this  comely  damsel 
the  bounties  of  Morpheus,  and  to  all  others  the  com- 
mon good-night,  I  will  crave  you  leave  to  depart  to 
my  place  of  rest,  though  I  may  say  with  the  poet, 

'  Ah  reit  i— no  rest  but  change  of  place  and  poatnre ; 
Ah  alaep !— no  eleep  but  worn-out  Nature'!  iwooning ; 
Ah  bed  I— no  bed  but  cushion  fill'd  with  stonee : 
Keet,  Bleep,  nor  bed,  await  not  on  an  exile*' " 

With  a  delicate  obeisance  he  left  the  room,  evading 
Dame  Glendinning,  who  hastened  to  assure  him  he 
would  find  his  accommodations  for  repose  much 
more  agreeable  than  they  had  been  the  night  before, 
there  having  been  store  of  warm  coverlets,  and  a  soft 
feather-bed,  sent  up  from  the  Abbey.  But  the  good 
knight  probably  thought  that  the  grace  and  effect  of 
his  exit  would  be  diminished,  if  he  were  recalled  from 
his  heroics  to  discuss  such  subhinary  and  domestic  to- 
pics,  and  therefore  hastened  away  without  waiting  to 
hear  her  out 

'*  A  pleasant  gentleman,"  said  Dame  Glendinning ; 
"  but  I  will  warrant  him  an  humorous*— And  sings  a 
sweet  song,  though  it  is  somewhat  of  the  longest.— 
Well.  I  make  mme  avow  he  is  goodly  company— I 
wonder  when  he  will  go  away." 

Having  thus  expressed  her  respect  for  her^est, 
not  without  intimation  that  she  was  heartily  tired  of 
his  company,  the  good  dame  gave  the  signal  for  the 
family  to  disperse,  and  laid  her  injunctions  on  Hal- 
bert to  attend  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  at  daybreak,  as  he 
required. 

When  stretched  on  his  pallet  by  his  brother's  side, 
Halbert  had  no  small  cause  to  envy  the  sound  sleep 
which  instantly  settled  on  the  eyes  of  Edward,  but 
reiiisedhim  any  share  of  its  influence.  He  saw  now  too 
well  what  the  Spirit  had  darkly  indicated,  that,  in 
granting  the  boon  which  he  had  asked  so  unadvisedly, 
she  haa  contributed  more  to  his  harm  than  his  good. 
He  was  now  sensible,  too  late,  of  the  various  dangers 
and  inconveniences  with  which  his  dearest  friends 
were  threatened,  alike  by  his  discomfiture  or  his  suc^ 
cess  in  the  approaching  duel.  If  he  fell,  he  might  say 
personally,  "  good-night  all."  But  it  was  not  the  less 
certain  that  he  should  leave  a  dreadful  legacy  of  dis- 
tress and  embarrassment  to  his  mother  and  family,— 
an  anticipation  which  by  no  means  tended  to  render 
the  fh>nt  of  death,  in  itself  a  grisly  object,  more  agree- 
able to  his  imagination.  The  vengeance  of  the  Ab- 
bot, his  conscience  told  htm,  was  sure  to  descend  on 
his  mother  and  brother^  or  could  only  be  averted  by 
the  generosity  of  the  victor— And  Mary  Avenel— he 
i^iould  have  shown  himself,  if  he  succumbed  in  the 
present  combat,  as  inefficient  in  protecting  her,  as  he 
had  been  unnecessarily  active  m  oringing  disaster  on 

•  Ihmonut—taa  of  whima  Thuf  Shdcepeare,  ''Hanorou* 
at  winter.'*— The  nUgar  word  hnmtnome  comee  neareet  to  th« 
meaning. 
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her,  and  on  tha  house  in  which  she  had  been  pro- 
tected from  infancy.  And  to  this  view  of  the  case 
were  to  be  added  all  those  embittered  and  anxious 
feelings  with  which  the  bravest  men,  even  in  a  better 
or  less  doubtful  quarrel,  regard  the  issue  of  a  dubious 
conflict^  the  first  time  when  it  has  been  their  fate  to 
engage  m  an  affair  of  that  nature. 

But  however  disconsolate  the  prospect  seemed  in 
the  event  of  his  being  conquered,  Hfubert  could  ex- 
pect from  victory  little  more  than  the  safety  of  his 
own  life,  and  the  gratification  of  his  wounded  pride. 
To  his  friends— to  nis  mother  and  brother— especially 
to  Mary  Avenel— the  consequences  of  his  triumph 
would  be  more  certain  destruction  than  the  contm- 
gency  of  his  defeat  and  death.  If  the  En/;lish  kni^h  t 
survive),  he  might  in  courtesy  extend  hts  protection 
to  them ;  but  if  he  fell,  nothuig  was  likely  to  screen 
them  from  the  vindictive  measures  which  the  Abbot 
and  convent  would  surely  adopt  against  the  violation 
of  the  peace  of  the  HaUdome,  and  the  slaughter  of  a 
protected  guest  by  mie  of  their  own  vassals,  within 
whose  house  they  had  lodged  him  for  shelter.  These 
thoughts,  in  which  neither  view  of  the  case  augured 
aught  short  of  ruin  to  his  family,  and  that  ruin  en- 
tirely brought  on  by  his  own  rashness,  were  thorns 
in  Halbert  Glendinning's  pillow,  that  derived  his 
soul  of  peace,  and  his  eyes  of  slumber. 

There  appeiared  no  middle  course,  saving  one  which 
was  marked  by  degradation,  and  which,  even  if  he 
stooped  to  it,  was  by  no  means  free  of  danger.  He 
might  indeed  confess  to  the  EngHsh  knight  the 
strange  circumstances  which  led  to  his  presenting 
him  with  that  token  which  the  White  Lady  (in  her 
displeasure  as  it  now  seemed)  had  given  him,  that  he 
might  ofier  it  to  Sir  Piercie  Shatton.  But  to  this 
avowal  his  pride  could  not  stoop,  and  reason,  who  is 
wonderfully  ready  to  be  of  counsel  with  pride  on  such 
occasions,  oflierea  many  arguments  to  show  it  would 
be  useless  as  well  as  mean  so  far  to  d^ade  himself. 
"  If  I  tell  a  tale  so  wonderful,"  thought  he,  "  shall  I 
not  either  be  stigmatized  as  a  liar,  or  punished  as  a 
wizard  7— Were  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  generous,  noble, 
and  benevolent,  as  the  champions  of  whom  we  hear 
in  romance,  I  mia^t  indeed  gain  his  ear,  and,  without 
demeaning  myself,  escape  from  the  situation  in  which 
I  am  placed.  But  as  he  is,  or  at  least  seems  to  be. 
self-conceited,  arrogant,  vain,  and  presunontuous— I 
should  but  hwnble  myself  in  vain— and  1  will  not 
humble  myself  1"  he  said,  starting  out  of  bed.  grasp- 
ing to  his  broadsword,  and  brandishing  it  in  the  light 
of  the  moon,  which  streamed  through  the  deep  niche 
that  served  them  as  a  window ;  when,  to  his  extreme 
surprise  and  terror,  an  airy  form  stood  in  the  moon- 
light but  intercepted  not  the  reflection  on  the  floor. 
Dimly  as  it  was  expressed,  the  sound  of  the  voice 
soon  made  him  sensible  he  saw  the  White  .Lady. 
At  no  time  had  her  presence  seemed  so  terrific  to 
him;  for  when  he  had  invoked  her,  it  was  with  the 
expectation  of  the  apparition,  and  the  determination 
to  abide  the  issue.  But  now  she  had  come  uncalled, 
and  her  presence  impressed  him  with  a  sense  ot 
approaching  misfortune,  and  with  the  hideous  appre- 
hension that  he  had  associated  himself  with  a  demon, 
over  whose  motions  he  had  no  control,  and  of  whose 
powers  and  quality  he  had  no  certain  knowledge.  He 
remained,  therefore,  in  mere  terror,  gazing  on  the 
apparition,  which  chanted  or  reciled  m  cadence  the 
foAowing  lines— 

"  He  whoM  heart  for  Teageenoe  med, 
Must  not  ituiak  flroni  •heddiog  blood : 
The  knot  that  thou  ha«t  tied  with  word. 
Thou  must  looae  by  edge  of  iword." 


terror,  and  called  on  his  brother,  **  Edward  I  waken, 
waken,  for  our  Lady's  sake  f  .      ,    ,     ,      ^ 

Edward  awaked  accordingly,  and  asked  what  he 
wanted. 

"  Look  out,"  said  Halbert,  "  k>ok  up!  teest  thoo 
no  one  in  the  room  T'  ,        ,  .    . . 

"  No,  upon  my  good  word,"  said  Edward,  looking 
out.  , 

"  What !  seest  thou  nothing  in  the  moonshine  upon 
the  floor  there  T' 

"  No,  nothing,"  answered  Edward,  "  save  thysdf; 
resting  on  thy  naked  sword.  I  tell  thee,  Halbert,  thou 
shouldst  trust  more  to  tbyspiritual  arms,  and  less  to 
those  of  steel  and  iron.  For  this  many  a  night  bast 
thou  started  and  moaned,  and  cried  out  of  fighting 
and  of  spectres,  and  of  jgoblins— thy  sleep  hath  not  re- 
freshed thee— thy  waking  hath  been  a  dream.— Credit 
me,  dear  Halbert,  say  the  Pater  and  Crtdo^  resign 
thyself  to  the  protection  of  Ood,  and  thou  wilt  sleep 
sound  and  wake  in  comfort." 

"  It  may  be,"  said  Halbert  alowly,  and  having  his 
eye  still  bent  on  the  female  form  whic)i  to  him  seemed 
distinctly  visible,—"  it  may  be— But  tell  me,  dear 
Edward,  seest  thou  no  one  on  the  chamber  floor  but 
meT' 

"  No  one,"  answered  Edward,  raising  himsdf  on 
his  elbow;  "  dear  brother,  lay  aside  thy  weapon,  say 
thyprayers,  and  lay  thee  down  to  rest" 

While  he  thus  spoke,  the  roirit  smiled  at  Halbot 
as  if  in  scorn :  her  wan  cheek  rad«i  in  the  wan  moon- 
light even  before  the  smile  had  passed  away,  and  Hal- 
bert himself  no  longer  beheld  the  vision  to  which  ha 
had  so  anxiously  solicited  his  brother's  attention. 
"  May  God  preserve  my  wits!"  he  said,  as,  laying 
aside  his  weapon,  he  agam  threw  himself  on  his  bed. 

"  Amen  I  my  dearest  brother,"  answered  Edward  ; 
*'  but  we  must  not  provoke  that  heaven  in  our  wan- 
tonness which  we  invoke  in  oor  misery.— Be  not 
angry  with  me,  my  dear  brother— I  know  not  why 
you  have  totally  of  late  estranged  yourself  from  me — 
It  is  true,  I  am  neither  so  athletic  in  body,  nor  so  alert 
in  courage,  as  you  have  been  from  your  infancy)  yet, 
till  lately,  you  have  not  absolutely  cast  ofTmy  society— 
Believe  me,  I  have  wept  in  secret,  though  I  forbore  to 
intrude  myself  on  your  privacy.  The  time  has  been 
when  you  held  me  not  so  cheap ;  and  when,  if  I  coold 
not  follow  the  game  so  closely,  or  mark  it  so  truly  as 
you,  I  could  fill  up  our  intervals  of  pastime  with  plea- 
sant tales  of  the  olden  times,  which  I  had  read  or 
heard,  and  which  excited  even  your  attention  as  we 
sate  and  ate  our  provision  by  some  pleasant  spring- 
but  now  I  have,  though  I  know  not  why,  lost  thy  re- 
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'Avaunt  thee,  false  Spint!"  said  Halbert  Glen- 
dinning;  "I have  bought  thy  advice  too  dearly  al- 
ready—Begone, in  the  name  of  Godl" 

The  Spirit  landed ;  and  the  cold  unnatural  sound 
of  her  laugfater  had  something  in  it  more  fearful  than 
the  usual  melancholy  tones  of  her  voice.  She  then 
repUed,— 

'*  You  have  summoo'd  me  onoe— you  have  MBnroon'd  nw  twice. 
And  without  e'er  a  iuiiuDoat4  come  to  you  thrioe ; 
Unaak'd  for,  uiraued  for,  you  oame  to  my  glen ;  m 

Unioed  and  uoaak'd,  1  am  with  you  affain." 

Halbert  Glendinning  gave  way  for  a  moment  to 


Sird  and  afl*ection.— Nay,  toss  not  thy  arms  shout 
ee  thus  wildly,"  said  the  younger  brother ;  **  finom 
thy  strange  dreams,  I  fear  some  touch  of  fever  hath 
affect«i  thy  blood— let  me  draw  closer  around  thee 
thy  mantle." 

"  Forbear,"  said  Halbert—"  your  care  is  needless— 
your  complaints  are  without  reason— your  fears  on 
my  account  are  in  vain." 

^*  Nay,  but  hear  me,  brother,"  said  Edward.  **Toor 
speech  in  sleep,  and  now  even  your  waking  dreams, 
are  of  beings  which  belong  not  to  this  vrorld,  or  to 
our  race— Our  good  Father  Eustace  says,  that  how- 
beit  we  may  not  do  well  to  receive  all  idle  tales  of 

Soblins  ana  spectres,  yet  there  is  warrant  from  holy 
tcripture  to  believe,  that  the  fiends  haunt  waste  and 
solitary  places;  and  that  those  who  frequent  such 
wildernesses  alone,  are  the  prey,  or  the  sport,  of  these 
wandering  demons.  And  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  bro- 
ther, let  roe  go  with  you  when  you  go  next  up  the 
glen,  where,  as  you  well  know,  there  be  places  of 
evil  reputation.— Thou  carest  not  for  my  escort ;  but, 
Halbert,  such  dangers  are  more  safely  encounteiea 
by  the  wise  in  judgment  than  by  the  bold  in  bosom ; 
and  though  I  have  small  cause  to  boast  of  my  own 
wisdom,  yet  I  have  that  which  anseth  from  the  writ- 
ten knowledge  of  elder  times." 

There  was  a  moment  during  this  discourse,  when 
Halbert  had  wellnigh  come  to  the  resolution  of  dis- 
burdening his  own  hreast,  by  intrusting  Edward  with 
all  that  weighed  upon  it  But  when  his  brother  re- 
mindfd  him  that  this  was  the  mommg  of  a  high 
holidby,  and  thai,  setting  aside  all  other  bnnneas  or 
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pleasure,  he  ou^t  to  go  to  the  Monastery  and  shrive 
nimaelf  Wore  Father  Eustace,  who  would  that  day 
occupy  the  confessional,  pride  stepped  in  and  con- 
firmea  his  wavering  resolution.  ,  "1  will  not  avow," 
he  thotif^t,  "  a  tale  so  extraordinary,  that  I  may  dp 
considered  as  an  impostor  or  something  worse— I 
will  not  fly  from  this  Englishman,  whose  arm  and 
sword  may  be  no  better  than  my  own.  3Iy  fathers 
have  faced  his  betters,  were  he  as  much  distinguished 
in  battle  as  he  is  by  his  quaint  discourse." 

Pride,  which  has  been  said  to  snveman,  and  wo- 
man tooj  from  falling,  has  yet  a  stronger  influence  on 
the  mind  when  it  embraces  the  cause  of  passion, 
and  seldom  fails  to  render  it  victorious  over  con- 
science and  reason.  Haibert  once  determined,  though 
not  to  the  better  course,  at  length  slept  soundly,  and 
was  only  awakened  by  the  dawn  of  day. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

lodifleraat,  but  indifTerent— pshaw,  he  doth  it  not 
Like  one  who  i§  hii  craft**  tnaater— ne'ertheless 
I  haw  wen  a  clown  confer  a  blood 7  coxcomb 
On  one  who  wata  maiter  of  defonoe.— (Xd  Ptejr. 

With  the  first  gray  peep  of  dawn,  Haibert  Glen- 
dhining  arose  ana  hastened  to  dress  himself,  girded 
on  his  weapon,  and  took  a  crossbow  in  his  hand,  as 
if  his  nsaal  sport  had  been  his  sole  object.  He  groped 
his  way  down  the  dark  and  winding  staircase,  and 
andid,  with  as  little  noise  as  possible,  the  fastenings 
of  the  inner  door,  and  of  the  exterior  iron  grate.  At 
length  he  stood  free  in  the  court-yard,  and  looking  up 
to  the  tower,  saw  a  signal  made  with  a  handkerchief 
from  the  window.  Nothing  doubtin/i;  that  it  was  his 
antagonist,  he  paused,  expecting  him.  But  it  was 
Mary  Avenel,  who  glided  like  a  spirit  from  under  the 
low  and  rugged  portal. 

Haibert  was  much  surprised,  and  felt,  he  knew  not 
why,  like  one  caught  in  the  act  of  a  meditated  tres- 
pass. The  presence  of  Mary  Avenel  had  till  that 
moment  never  given  him  pain.  She  spoke,  too,  in  a 
tone  where  sorrow  seemed  to  mingle  with  reproach, 
while  the  asked  him  with  emphasis,  "  What  he  was 
•bout  to  do?" 

He  showed  his  crossbow,  and  was  about  to  express 
the  pretext  he  had  meditated,  when  Mary  interrupted 
aim. 

"Not  so,  Halbert—that  evasion  were  unworthy  of 
one  whose  word  has  hitherto  been  truth.  You  medi- 
tate not  the  destruction  of  tlie  deer— your  hand  and 
I  oar  heart  are  aimed  at  other  game— you  seek  to  do 
attle  with  this  stranger." 

''  And  wherefore  should  I  quarrel  with  our  guest  T 
aotwered  Haibert,  blushing  deeply. 

"  Theie  are,  indeed^  manv  reasons  why  you  should 
not,"  replied  the  maiden,  ^'^nor  is  there  one  of  avail 
wherefore  you  should— yet,  nevertheleea,  such  a  quar- 
rel you  are  now  searching  after." 

•;  Why  should  you  suppose  so,  Mary  T  said  Haibert, 
cndesTounng  to  hide  nis  conscious  purpose,—"  he  is 
inf  mother's  guest— he  is  protected  oy  the  Abbot  and 
the  comraunityr  who  are  our  masters— he  is  of  high 
degree  also.— and  wherefore  should  you  think  that  I 
^  or  dare,  resent  a  hasty  word,  which  he  has  per- 
chance thrown  out  against  me  more  frt)ra  the  wan- 
tomiess  of  his  wit,  than  the  purpose  of  his  heart  1" 

"Alas!"  answered  the  maiden,  "the  very  asking 
^lat  question  puts  your  resolution  beyond  a  doubt. 
Since  your  chOdhood  you  were  ever  daring^  seeking 
omger  rather  than  avoiding  it-^elighting  m  what- 
fterhad  the  air  of  adventure  and  of  courage :  and  it 
M  not  from  fear  that  you  will  now  blench  from  your 
gtfpoae— O  let  it  then  be  fit)m  pity!— from  pity, 
Haibert,  to  your  aged  mother,  whom  your  death  or 
▼Jctory  will  alike  di^rive  of  the  comfort  and  stay  of 
"Gr  aoe." 

.  **  She  has  my  brother  Edward,"  said  Haibert,  turn- 
up suddenly  from  her. 

"She  has  indeed,"  said  Mary  Avenel,  "  the  calm, 

*^  noble-minded,  the  considerate  Edward,  who  has 

l^iy  courage,  Haibert,  without  thy  fiery  rashness,— 

^^Y  generous  roirit,  with  more  of  reason  to  guide  it. 


^e  would  not  have  heard  his  mother,  would  not  have 
»evd  his  adopted  aister,  beseech  him  in  vain  not  to 


ruin  himself,  and  tear  up  their  future  hopes  of  happi- 
ness and  protection." 

Halbert^s  heart  swelled  as  he  replied  to  this  re- 
proach, "Well— what  avails  it  speaking?— you  have 
him  that  is  better  than  me— wiser,  more  considerate 
—braver,  for  aught  that  I  know— you  are  provided 
with  a  protector,  and  need  care  no  more  for  me." 

Again  he  turned  to  depart,  but  Mary  Avenel  laid 
her  hand  on  his  arm  so  fj^ntly  that  he  scarce  felt  her 
hold,  yet  felt  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  strike 
it  on.  There  he  stood,  one  foot  advanced  to  leave 
the  court-yard,  but  so  httle  determined  on  departure, 
that  he  resembled  a  traveller  arrested  by  the  spell  of 
a  magician,  and  unable  either  to  quit  the  attitude  of 
motion,  or  to  proceed  on  his  course. 

Mary  Avenel  availed  herself  of  his  state  of  sus- 

fense.  "  Hear  me,"  she  said,  "  hear  me,  Haibert  !^ 
am  an  orphan,  and  even  Heaven  hears  the  orphan— I 
have  been  the  companion  of  your  infancy,  and  if  you 
will  not  hear  me  for  an  instant,  from  whom  may 
Maiy  Avenel  claim  so  poor  a  boon?" 

"  I  hear  vou,"  said  Haibert  Qlendinning,  "  but  be 
brie^  dear  Mary— you  mistake  the  nature  01  my  busi- 
ness—it is  but  a  morning  of  summer  sport  which  we 
propose." 

/'Say  not  thus,"  said  the  maiden,  interrupting 
him,  say  not  thus  to  me— others  thou  mayest  de- 
ceive, but  me  thou  canst  not— There  has  been  that 
in  me  from  the  earliest  youth,  which  fraud  flies  frt>m, 
and  which  imposture  cannot  deceive.  For  what  fate 
has  given  me  such  a  power  I  know  not ;  but  bred  an 
ignorant  maiden  in  this  sequestered  valley,  mine 
eyes  can  too  often  see  what  man  would  most  willingly 
hide— I  can  judge  of  the  dark  purpose,  though  it  is 
hid  under  the  smiling  brow,  and  a  glance  of  the  eye 
says  more  to  me  than  oaths  and  protestations  do  to 
others." 

"Then,"  said  Haibert,  "if  thou  canst  so  read  the 
human  heart.— say,  dear  Marv— what  dost  thou  see 
in  mine?— tell  me  that— say  that  what  thou  seest— 
what  thou  readest  in  this  bosom,  does  notoflfend  thee 
-say  but  thaty  and  thou  sholt  be  the  guide  of  my 
actions,  and  mould  me  now  and  henceforward  to 
honour  or  to  dishonour  at  thy  own  free  will  I" 

Mary  Avenel  became  first  red,  and  then  deadly 
pale,  as  Haibert  Glendinning  spoke.  But  when,  turn- 
ing round  at  the  close  of  his  address,  he  took  her 
hand,  she  gently  withdrew  it,  and  replied,  "I  cannot 
read  the  heart,  Haibert,  and  I  would  not  of  my  will 
know  aught  of  yours,  save  what  beseems  us  both— I 
only  can  judge  of  signs,  words,  and  actions  of  Uttle 
outward  import,  more  truly  than  those  around  me,  as 
my  eyes,  thou  knowest,  have  seen  objects  not  pre- 
sented to  those  of  others." 

"  Let  them  gaze  then  on  one  whom  they  shall  never 
see  more,"  said  Haibert,  once  more  turning  from  her, 
and  rushing  out  of  the  court-yard  without  again  look- 
ins  back. 

Mary  Avenel  gave  a  faint  scream,  and  claq;>ed  both 
her  hands  firmly  on  her  forehead  and  eyes.  She  had 
been  a  minute  in  this  attitude,  when  she  was  thus 
greeted  by  a  voice  from  behipd :  "  Generously  done, 
my  most  clement  Discretion,  to  hide  those  brilliant 
eyes  from  the  far  inferior  beams  which  even  now 
bes^in  to  gild  the  eastern  horizon— Certes,  peril  there 
were  that  Phcebus,  outshone  in  splendour,  might  in 
very  shamefacedness  turn  back  his  car,  and  rather 
leave  the  world  in  darkness,  than  incur  the  disgrace 
of  such  an  encounter— Credit  me,  lovely  Discretion"— 

But  as  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  (the  reader  will  readily 
set  down  these  flowers  of  eloquence  to  the  proper 
owner)  attempted  to  take  Mary  Avenel' s  hand,  in 
order  to  proceed  in  his  speech,  she  shook  him  abruptly 
ofl^  and  regarding  him  with  an  eye  which  evinced 
terror  and  agitation,  rushed  past  him  into  the  tower. 

The  knight  stood  looking  after  her  with  a  coimte- 
nance  in  which  contempt  was  stronglv  mingled  with 
mortification.  "  By  my  knighthood!"  he  ejaculated. 
"  I  have  thrown  away  upon  this  rude  rustic  Phidele 
a  speech,  which  the  proudest  beauty  at  the  court  of 
Felicia  (so  let  me  call  the  Elysium  trom  which  I  am 
banished !)  might  have  termed  the  very  matins  of 
Cupid.  Hard  and  inexorable  was  the  fate  that  sent 
thee  thither,  Piercie  Shafton,  to  waste  thy  wit  upon 
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country  wenches,  and  thy  Talour  upon  hobnailed 
downs  I  But  that  insult— that  aflfront— had  it  been 
offered  to  me  by  the  lowest  plebeian,  he  must  have 
died  for  it  by  my  hand,  in  respect  the  enonnity  of  the 
offence  dotn  countervail  the  inequality  of  him  by 
whom  it  was  given.  I  trust  I  shall  find  this  clownish 
roistCTer  not  less  vnlling  to  deal  in  blows  than  in 
taunts." 

While  he  held  this  conversation  with  himself^  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton  was  hastening  to  the  little  tuft  of 
birch-trees  which  had  been  assigned  as  the  place  of 
meeting.  He  greeted  his  antagonist  with  a  courtly 
salutation,  followed  by  this  commentary :  **  I  pray  you 
to  obs^re,  that  I  doff  my  hat  to  you,  though  so  much 
my  inferior  in  rank,  without  derogation  on  my  part, 
inasmuch  as  my  having  so  far  honoured  you  in  re- 
ceiving and  admitting  your  defiance,  doth,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  best  martialists,  in  some  sort  and 
for  the  time,  raise  you  to  a  level  with  me— an  honour 
which  you  may  and  ought  to  account  cheaply  pur- 
chased, even  with  the  loss  of  your  life,  if  such  should 
chance  to  be  the  issue  of  this  duello." 

"  For  which  condescension,"  said  Halbert,  "I  have 
to  thank  the  token  which  1  presented  to  you." 

The  knight  changed  colour,  and  grinded  his  teeth 
with  rage—"  Draw  your  weapon !"  said  he  to  Glen- 
dinning. 

"Not  in  this  spot,"  answered  the  youth;  "wo 
should  be  liable  to  interruption— Follow  me,  and  I 
vrill  bring  you  to  a  place  where  we  shall  encounter 
no  such  nsk." 

He  proceeded  to  walk  up  the  g^en,  resolving  that 
their  place  of  combat  should  be  in  the  entrance  of 
the  Corri-nan-shian ;  both  because  the  spot,  lying 
under  the  reputation  of  being  haunted,  was  very  lit- 
tle frequented,  and  also  because  he  regarded  it  as  a 
Klace  which  to  him  might  be  termed  fated^  and  which 
e  therefore  resolved  should  witness  his  death  or 
victory. 

They  walked  up  the  glen  for  some  time  in  silence, 
like  honourable  enemies  who  did  not  wish  to  contend 
with  words,  and  who  had  nothing  friendly  to  ex- 
change with  each  other.  Silence,  however,  was  al- 
ways an  irksome  state  with  Sir  Pierci^  and,  more- 
over^ his  anger  was  usually  a  hasty  and  short-lived 
passion.  As,  therefore,  he  went  forth,  in  his  own 
idea,  in  all  love  and  honour  towards  his  antagonist, 
he  saw  not  any  cause  for  submitting  longer  to  the 
painful  restraint  of  positive  silence.  He  began  by  com- 

Ehmenting  Halbert  on  the  alert  activity  with  which 
e  surmounted  the  obstacles  and  impediments  of  the 
way. 

•  Trust  me,"  said  he,  "  worthy  rustic,  we  have  not 
a  lighter  or  a  firmer  step  in  our  courtlike  revels,  and 
if  duly  set  forth  by  a  silk  hose,  and  trained  unto  that 
stately  exercise,  your  leg  would  make  an  indifferent 
good  show  in  a  pavin  or  a  galliard.  And  I  doubt 
nothing,"  he  added,  "  that  you  have  availed  yourself 
of  some  opportunity  to  improve  yourself  in  the  art  of 
fence,  which  is  more  akin  than  dancing  to  our  pre- 
sent purposed' 

"  I  know  nothing  more  of  fencing,"  said  Halbert, 
"  than  hath  been  taught  me  by  an  old  shepherd  of 
oorfl^  called  Martin,  and  at  whiles  a  lesson  from 
Christie  of  the  CUnthill— for  the  rest,  I  must  trust  to 
good  sword,  strong  arm,  and  sound  heart" 

"  Marry  and  I  am  glad  of  it,  young  Audacity,  (I 
will  call  you  my  Audacity,  and  you  may  call  me  Vour 
Condescension,  while  we  are  on  these  terms  of^  un- 
natural equality,)  I  am  glad  of  your  ignorance  with 
all  my  heart  For  we  martialists  proportion  the 
punishments  which  we  inflict  upon  our  opposites.  to 
the  length  and  hazard  of  the  etibrts  wherewith  they 
oppose  themselves  to  us.  And  I  see  not  why  you, 
being  but  a  tyro,  may  not  be  held  sufficiently  pun- 
ished for  your  outrecuidance  and  orgillous  presump- 
tion, by  the  loss  of  an  ear,  an  eye,  or  even  or  a  finger, 
accompanied  by  some  flesh-wound  of  depth  and  se- 
verity, suited  to  your  error— whereas,  had  you  been 
able  to  stand  more  efiectually  on  your  defence,  I  see 
not  how  less  than  your  life  could  have  atoned  suffi- 
ciently for  your  presumption." 

"  Now.  by  Ood  and  Our  Lady."  said  Halbert,  un- 
able any  longer  to  restrain  bimaelf;  "  thou  art  thyself 


over  presumpmous,  who  speakest  thus  daringly  of  tbe 
issue  of  a  combat  which  is  not  yet  even  begun — ^Are 
you  a  god,  that  you  already  dispose  of  my  life  and 
limbs  1  or  are  you  a  judge  m  the  justioe-air,  telling 
at  your  ease  and  without  risk,  how  the  head  wad 
quarters  of  a  condemned  criminal  are  to  be  dispofled 
of?" 

"  Not  BO,  O  thou,  whom  I  have  well  permitted  to 
call  thyself  my  Audacity !  I,  thy  Condescension,  am 
neither  a  god  to  judge  the  issue  of  the  combat  before 
it  is  fought  nor  a  judge  to  dispose  at  my  ease  and  in 
safety  ot  the  limbs  and  head  of  a  condenmed  crimi- 
nal ;  but  I  am  an  indifferent  good  master  of  fence, 
being  the  first  pupil  of  the  first  master  of  the  first 
school  of  fence  that  our  royal  England  affords,  the 
said  master  being  no  other  than  the  truly  noble,  and 
all-unutterablj^-skilful  Vincentio  Saviola,  from  whom 
I  learned  the  firm  step,  qiiick  eye,  and  nimble  hand— 
of  which  qualities  thou,  0  my  most  rustical  Audacity, 
art  full  like  to  reap  the  fruits,  so  soon  as  we  shall 
find  a  piece  of  ground  fitting  for  such  experiments." 

They  had  now  reached  the  gorge  of  the  ravine 
where  Halbert  had  at  first  intended  to  stop;  but 
when  he  observed  the  narrowness  of  the  level  ground, 
he  began  to  consider  that  it  was  only  by  su|>enor 
agility  that  he  could  expect  to  make  up  his  deficiency 
in  the  science,  as  it  was  called,  of  defence.  He 
found  no  spot  which  afforded  sufficient  room  to  tra- 
verse for  this  purpose,  until  he  gained  the  well-known 
fountain,  by  whose  margin,  and  in  front  of  the  huge 
rock  fix)m  which  it  sprung,  was  an  amphitheatre  of 
level  turf,  of  small  space  indeed,  compared  with  the 
great  height  of  the  cliffs  with  which  it  was  surrounded 
on  every  point  save  that  from  which  the  rivulet  issued 
forth,  yet  large  enough  for  their  present  puipose. 

When  they  had  reached  this  spot  of  ground,  fitted 
well  by  its  gloom  and  seauestered  situation  to  be  a 
scene  of  mortal  strife,  both  were  surprised  to  observe 
that  a  grave  was  dug  close  by  the  foot  of  the  rock 
with  great  neatness  and  regularity,  the  green  turf 
being  laid  down  upon  the  one  side,  and  the  eartti 
thrown  out  in  a  heap  upon  the  other.  A  mattock 
and  shovel  lay  by  the  verge  of  the  grave. 

Sir  Piercie  Shafton  bent  his  eye  with  unusual 
seriousness  upon  Halbert  Glendinning,  as  he  asked 
him  sternly,  "Does  this  bode  treason,  young  man? 
And  have  you  purpose  to  set  upon  me  here  as  in  an 
emboscata  or  place  of  vantage?"   . 

"Not  on  my  part,  by  Heavenr!"  answered  the 
youth ;  "  1  tola  no  one  of  our  puipose,  nor  would  1 
for  the  throne  of  Scotland  take  odds  against  a  sin- 
gle arm." 

"I  believe  thou  wouldst  not,  mine  Audacity,"  said 
the  knight,  resuming  the  affected  manner  which  was 
become  a  second  nature  to  him ;  "  nevertheless  this 
fosse  is  curiously  well  shaped,  and  might  be  the  mas- 
terpiece of  Nature's  last  bed-maker,  I  would  say  the 
sexton— Wherefore,  let  us  be  thankful  to  chanosi  or 
some  unknown  friend,  who  hath  thus  provided  for 
one  of  us  the  decencies  of  sepulture,  and  let  us  pro- 
ceed to  determine  which  shall  have  the  advantage  of 
enjoying  this  place  of  undisturbed  slumber." 

So  saying,  he  stripped  off  his  doublet  and  cloak, 
which  he  folded  up  with  great  care,  and  deposited 
upon  a  large  stone,  while  Halbert  Glendinning,  not 
without  some  emotion,  followed  his  example.  Their 
vicinity  to  the  favourite  haunt  of  the  White  Lady  led 
him  to  form  conjectures  concerning  the  incident  of 
the  grave— "It  must  have  been  ner  workf  he 
thouj^ht:  "the  Spirit  foresaw  and  has  provided  for 
the  fatal  event  of  the  combat— I  must  return  from  this 
place  a  homicide,  or  I  must  remain  here  for  ever!" 

The  bridge  seemed  now  broken  down  behind  him, 
and  the  chance  of  coming  off  honourably  without 
killing  or  being  killed,  (the  hope  of  which  issue  has 
cheered  the  sinking  heart  of  many  a  duellist,)  seemed 
now  to  be  altogether  removed.  Yet  the  very  despera- 
tion of  his  simation  gave  him,  on  an  instant's  reflec- 
tion, both  firmness  and  courage,  and  presented  to  him 
one  sole  alternative,  namely,  conquest  or  death. 

"  As  we  are  here,'*  said  Sur  Piercie  Shafton, "  unac- 
companied by  any  patrons  or  seconds,  it  were  well 
you  should  pass  your  hands  over  my  side,  as  I  shall 
over  yours ;  not  that  I  suspect  you  to  us9  any  quaint 
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device  of  privy  armour,  but  in  order  to  compiv  with 
the  ancient  and  laudable  custom  practised  on  all  such 
occaskma." 

While,  complying  with  his  antasonist's  humour, 
Halbcrt  Glenoinniog  went  through  this  ceremony, 
Sir  Piercie  Shafton  aid  not  feul  to  solicit  his  attention 
to  the  Quality  and  fineness  of  his  wrought  and  em- 
broider«i  shirt— "In  this  very  shirt,"  said  he,  "O 
mine  Andacity,— I  say  in  this  very  garment,  in  which 
I  am  now  to  combat  a  Scottish  rustic  like  thyself  it 
was  my  envied  lot  to  lead  the  winning  party  at  that 
wondrous  match  at  ballon,  made  betwixt  the  divine 
Astrophel,  (our  matchless  Sidney,)  and  the  right 
honourable  my  verv  good  lord  or  Oxford.  All  the 
beauties  of  Felicia  (by  which  name  I  distinguish  our 
beloved  England)  stood  in  the  gallery,  wavmg  their 
kCTchiefs  at  each  turn  of  the  game,  and  cheenng  the 
winners  by  their  plaudits.  ^  After  which  noble  sport 
we  were  refreshed  by  a  suitable  banquet,  whereat  it 
pleased  the  noble  Urania  (being  the  unmatched  Coun- 
tess of  Pembroke)  to  accommodate  me  with  her  own 
fiui  for  the  cooling  my  somewhat  too  much  inflamed 
visage,  to  requite  which  courtesy,  I  said,  casting  my 
features  into  a  smiling  yet  melancholy  fashion,  0 
divineat  Urania!  receive  again  that  too  fatal  gift, 
which  not  like  the  Zephyr  cooleth,  but  like  the  not 
breath  of  the  Sirocco  heateth  yet  more,  that  which  is 
already  inflamed.  Whereupon,  looking  upon  me 
somewhat  scornfully,  yet  not  so  but  what  the  expe- 
rienced courtier  might  perceive  a  certain  cast  of 
appjobative  aflectioir' 

Here  the  knight  was  interrupted  by  Halbert,  who 
had  waited  with  courteous  patience  for  some  little 
time,  till  he  found,  that  far  from  drawing  to  a  close. 
Sir  Piercie  seemed  rather  inclined  to  wax  prolix  in 
his  reminiscences. 

'*  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  youth,  *'  if  this  matter  be 
not  very  much  to  the  purpose,  we  will,  if  you  object 
not,  proceed  to  that  which  we  have  in  hand.  You 
should  have  abidden  in  England  had  vou  desired  to 
waste  time  in  words,  for  here  we  spena  it  in  blows." 

*'  I  crave  your  pardon,  most  rusticated  Audacity," 
answered  Sir  Piercie;  "truly  I  become  oblivious  of 
evoy  thing  beside,  when  the  recollections  of  the 
divine  court  of  PeUcia  press  upon  my  weakened 
memory,  even  as  a  saint  is  dazzled  when  he  bethinks 
him  of^ the  beatific  vision.  Ah,  felicitous  Feliciana! 
ddicate  nurse  of  the  fair,  chosen  abode  of  the  wise, 
tl^  birth-place  and  cradle  of  nobility,  the  temple  of 
courtesy,  the  fane  of  sprightly  chivalry— Ah,  heaven- 
ly court,  or  rather  courtlv  heaven !  cheered  with  dan- 
ces, lolled  asleep  with  harmony,  wakened  with 
Bpngfatly  sports  and  tourneys,  decored  with  silks  and 
tissnes,  glittering  with  diamonds  and  jewels,  stand- 
ing on  end  with  double-piled  velvets,  satins,  and  sa- 
tinet tasf 

"  The  token,  Sir  Knight,  the  token !"  exclaimed 
HalbejTt  Glendinning,  who,  impatient  of  Sir  Pier- 
cie'a  interminable  oratory,  reminded  him  of  the 
aroubd  of  their  quarrel,  as  the  best  way  to  compel 
Him  to  the  purpose  of  their  meeting. 

And  he  judged  right ;  for  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  no 
sooner  heard  him  spisak,  than  he  exclaimed,  "  Thy 
death-hour  has  struck— betake  thee  to  thy  sword 
— ViaT' 

Both  swords  were  unsheathed,  and  the  combat- 
tan  ts  commenced  their  engagement.  Halbert  be- 
came immediately  aware,  that,  as  he  had  expected, 
he  was  far  inferior  to  his  adversary  in  the  use  of  his 
weapon.  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  had  taken  no  moro 
than  his  own  share  of  real  merit,  when  he  termed 
himself  an  absolutely  good  fencer;  and  Glendinning 
soon  found  that  he  should  have  great  difficulty  in 
escaping  with  life  and  honour  from  such  a  master 
of  the  sword.  The  English  knight  was  master  of 
all  the  mystery  of  the  tloceata^  imhroccUoy  puntore- 
rcrvo,  incartata,  and  so  forth^  which  the  Italian  mas- 
ters of  defence  had  lately  introduced  into  general 
jyractice.  But  (jUendinning,  on  his  part,  was  no  no- 
vice in  the  principles  of  the  art  according  to  the  old 
Scottish  fashion,  and  possessedf  the  first  of  all  quali- 
ties, a  steady  and  collected  mind.  At  first,  being  de- 
sinMifl  to  try  the  skill,  and  become  acquainted  with 
the  play  of  bis  enemy,  he  stood  on  his  defence,  keep- 


ing his  foot,  hand,  eye,  and  body,  in  perfect  unisoD, 
and  hoMing  his  sword  short,  and  witn  the  point  to- 
wards his  antagonist's  face,  so  that  Sir  Piercie,  in 
order  to  assail  him,  was  obliged  to  make  actual  pass- 
es, and  could  not  avail  himself  of  his  skill  in  making 
fomts ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  Halbert  was  prompt 
to  parry  these  attacks,  either  by  shifting  his  ground, 
or  with  the  sword.  The  consequence  was.  that  after 
two  or  three  sharp  attempts  on  the  part  ot  Sir  Pier- 
cie, which  were  evaded  or  disconcerted  by  the  address 
of  hisopponentj  he  began  to  assume  the  defensive  in 
his  turn,  fearfiil  of  giving  some  advanti^  by  being 
repeatedly  the  assailant.  But  Halbert  was  too  cau- 
tious to  press  on  a  swordsman  whose  dexterity  had 
alreadv  more  than  once  placed  him  within  a  hair's- 
breadth  of  death,  which  he  had  only  escaped  by  un- 
common watchfulness  and  agility. 

Wlien  each  had  made  a  femt  or  two,  there  was  a 
pause  in  the  conflict,  both  as  if  by  one  assent  drop- 

fling  their  swords'  point,  and  looking  on  each  other 
or  a  moment  without  speaking.  At  length  Halbert 
Glendinning,  who  felt  perhaps  more  uneasy  on  ac- 
count of  his  family  than  he  had  done  before  be  had 
displayed  his  own  courage,  and  proved  the  strength 
of  his  antagonist,  could  not  help  saying,  "  Is  the  sub- 
ject of  our  quarrel.  Sir  Knight,  so  mortal,  that  one  of 
our  two  bodies  must  needs  fill  up  that  gravel— or 
may  we  with  honour,  having  proved  ourselves  against 
each  other,  sheathe  our  swords  and  depart  friends  T' 

'*  Valiant  and  most  rustical  Audacity,"  said  the 
Southron  knight,  "  to  no  man  on  earth  could  you 
have  put  a  question  on  the  code  of  honour,  who  was 
more  capable  of  rendering  you  a  reason.  Let  us 
pause  for  the  space  of  one  venue,  until  I  give  you  my 
opinion  on  this  dependence;*  for  certain  it  is.  that 
brave  men  should  not  run  upon  their  fate  like  brute 
and  furious  wild  beasts,  but  should  slay  each  other 
deliberately,  decently,  and  with  reason.  Therefore, 
if  we  coolly  examine  the  state  of  our  dependence,  we 
may  the  better  apprehend  whether  the  aisters  three 
have  doomed  one  of  us  to  expiate  the  same  with  his 
blood— Dost  thou  understand  me  1" 

"  I  have  heard  Father  Eustace"  said  Halbert.  after 
a  moment's  recollection,  **  speak  of  the  three  tiiries, 
with  their  thread  and  their  shears." 

"  Enough— enough,"— interrupted  Sir  Piercie  Shaf- 
ton, crimsoning  with  a  nnw  fit  df  .Yage,  "  the  thread 
of  thy  life  is  spun !"  * 

And  with  these  words  he  attacked  with  the  utmost 
ferocity  the  Scottish  youth,  who  had  but  just  time  to  ^ 
throw  himself  into  a  posture  of  defence.  But  the 
rash  fury  of  the  assailant,  as  frequently  happena  dis- 
appointed its  own  purpose ;  for,  as  he  made  a  despe- 
rate thrust,  Halbert  Glendinning  avoided  it^  and  ere 
the  knight  could  recover  his  weapon,  reqmted  him 
(lo  use  nis  own  language)  with  a  resolute  stoccata 
which  passed  through  his  body,  and  Sir  Piercie  Shaf- 
ton fell  to  the  ground. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

Yet.  life  hath  left  him— every  bvmr  thouf  ht, 
Each  fiery  psMioa,  every  strony  anection, 
All  epnse  of  outward  ill  aod  inward  Mrrow, 
Are  fled  at  once  ttom  the  pale  tmnk  before  me  ; 
And  I  hare  given  that  which  spoke  and  moved. 
Thought,  acUtd,  niffer'd  ai  a  living  man, 
To  be  a  ghaut  Ijr  form  of  bloody  clay, 
Soon  Uie  foul  food  for  reptiles.— OmP^ jr. 

I  BiuEVE  few  successful  duellists  (if  the  word  suc- 
cessful can  be  applied  to  a  superioritv  so  fatal)  have 
beheld  their  dead  antagonist  stretched  on  the  earth  at 
their  feet,  without  wishing  they  could  redeem  with 
their  own  blood  that  which  it  has  been  their  fate  to 
spill.  Least  of  all  could  such  indifierence  be  the  lot 
of  so  young  a  man  as  Halbert  Glendinning,  who,  un- 
used to  the  sight  of  human  blood,  was  not  only  struck 
with  sorrow,  but  with  terror,  when  he  beheld  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton  lie  stretched  on  the  grecn-sward  be- 
fore him,  vomiting  gore  as  if  impelled  by  the  strokes 
of  a  pump.  He  threw  his  bloody  sword  on  the  ground, 
and  hastened  to  kneel  down  and  support  him,  vainly 

*  Dependenet—A.  phraat  amoog  the  brethren  of  the  aword  Cor 
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striving,  at  the  same  time,  to  stanch  his  wound,  which 
scemea  rather  to  bleed  inwardlv  than  externally. 

The  onfortunate  knight  spoke  at  intervals,  when 
the  syncope  would  permit  him,  and  his  words,  so  far 
as  intelligible,  partook  of  his  aflfected  and  conceited, 
yet  not  ungenerous  character. 

"  Most  rustical  youth.**  he  said,  "  thy  fortune  hath 
prevailed  over  kni^tly  skill—and  Audacity  hath  over- 
come Condescension,  even  as  the  kite  hath  sometimes 
hawked  at  and  struck  down  the  falcon-gentle.— Fly 
and  save  thyself !— Take  my  purse— it  is  in  the  nether 
pocket  of  my  carnation-coloured  hose— and  is  worth 
a  clown's  acceptance.  See  that  my  mails,  with  mv 
vestments,  be  sent  to  the  Monastery  of  Saint  Mary's" 
— (here  his  voice  grew  weak,  and  his  mind  and  recol- 
lection seeme<l  to  waver)—  I  bestow  the  cut  velvet 
jerkin,  with  close  breeches  conforming— for-  oh !— the 
good  of  my  soul." 

"Be  of  good  comfort,  sir,"  said  Halbert,  half  dis- 
tracted with  his  agony  of  pity  and  remorse.  "  I  trust 
you  shall  yet  do  well— O  for  a  leech  1" 

*'  Were  there  twenty  physicians,  O  most  generous 
Audacity,  and  that  were  a  grave  spectacle— I  might 
not  survive— my  life  is  ebbing  fast.— Commend  me  to 
the  rustical  nymph  whom  I  called  my  Discretion— O 
Claridiana !— true  emi}ress  of  this  bleeding  heart— 
which  now  bleedeth  in  sad  eartiest!— Place  me  on 
the  ground  at  my  length,  most  rustical  victor,  bom 
to  quench  the  pride  of  the  burning  light  of  the  most 
felicitous  court  of  Feliciana- O  saints  and  angels- 
knights  and  ladies— masques  and  theatres— quaint 
devices— chain- work  and  broidery— love,  honour,  and 
beauty!" 

While  muttering  these  last  words,  which  slid  from 
hitn,  as  it  were  unawares, -while  doubtless  he  was  re- 
calling to  mind  the  glories  of  the  English  court,  the 
gallant  Sir  Piercie  Snafton  stretched  out  his  limos— 
groaned  deeply,  shut  his«f  es,  and  became  motionless. 

The  victor  tore  his  hair  for  very  sorrow,  as  he 
looked  on  the  pale  countenance  of  his  victim.  Life, 
he  thought^  had  not  utterly  fled,  but  without  better 
aid  than  his  own,  he  saw  not  how  it  could  be  pre- 
served. 

^ "  Why,"  he  exclaimed,  in  vain  penitence,  "  why 
did  I  provoke  him  to  an  issue  so  fatal !  Would  to  God  I 
had  submitted  to  the  worst  insult  man  could  receive 
fh)m  man,  rather  than  be  the  bloody  instrument  of 
this  bloody  deed — and  doubly  cursed  be  this  evil- 
bodinff  spot,  which,  haunted  as  I  knew  it  to  be  by 
a  witch  or  a  devil,  I  yet  chose  for  the  place  of  com- 
bat !  In  an/  other  place,  save  this,  there  had  been 
help  to  be  gotten  by  speed  of  foot,  or  by  uplifting  of 
voice— but  here  there  is  no  one  to  be  found  by  search, 
no  one  to  bear  my  shouts,  save  the  evil  spirit  who 
has  counselled  this  mischief.  It  is  not  her  hour— I 
will  essay  the  spell  howsoever ;  and  if  she  can  give 
me  aid.  she  shall  do  it,  or  know  of  what  a  madman 
is  capable  even  against  those  of  another  world !" 

He  spumed  his  bloody  shoe  from  his  foot,  and  re- 
peated the  spell  with  which  the  reader  is  well  ac- 
quainted; but  there  was  neither  voice,  apparition, 
nor  signal  of  answer..  The  youth,  in  the  impatience 
of  his  despair,  and  with  the  rash  hardihood  which 
formed  the  basis  of  his  character,  shouted  aloud 
"  Witch— Sorceress— Fiend  I— art  thou  deaf  to  ray 
cries  for  help,  and  so  ready  to  appear  and  answer 
those  of  vengeance  1  Arise  and  speak  to  me,  or  I 
will  choke  up  thy  fountain,  tear  down  thy  hoUybush. 
and  leave  thy  haunt  as  waste  and  bare,  as  thy  fatal 
assistance  has  made  me  waste  of  comfort  and  bare 
of  counsel  I"— This  furious  and  raving  invocation 
was  suddenly  interrupted  by  a  distant  sound,  resem- 
bling a  hallo,  from  the  gorge  of  the  ravine.  "  Now 
may  saint  Mary  be  praised,"  said  the  youth,  hastily 
fastening  his  sandal,  **  I  hear  the  voice  of  some  living 
man,  who  may  give  me  counsel  and  help  in  this  fear- 
ful extremity!" 

Having  donned  his  sandal,  Halbert  Glendinning, 
hallooing  at  intervals,  in  answer  to  the  sound  which 
he  had  heard,  ran  with  the  speed  of  a  hunted  buck 
down  the  rugged  defil&  as  if  paradise  had  been  before 
him,  hell  and  all  her  runes  behind,  and  his  eternal 
haiypiness  or  misery  had  depended  upon  the  speed 
which  he  exerted.    In  a  space  incredibly  short  for 


any  one  but  a  Scottish  mountaineer  having  his  nerves 
strung  by  the  deepest  and  most  passionate  interest, 
the  youth  reached  the  entrance  of  the  ravine,  throu^ 
which  the  rill  that  flows  down  Corri-nan-sniandiii- 
charges  itself,  and  unites  with  the  brook  that  waters 
the  httle  valley  of  Glendearg. 

Here  he  paused,  and  looked  aronnd  him  upwanb 
and  downwards  through  the  glen,  without  perceiving 
a  human  form.  His  heart  sank  within  him.  But  the 
windings  of  the  glen  intercepted  his  prospect,  and 
the  person,  whose  voice  he  had  heard,  might,  therefore, 
be  at  no  great  distance,  though  not  ODvious  to  bis 
sight.  The  branches  of  an  oak  tree^  which  shot 
straight  out  from  the  face  of  a  tall  cU^  proffered  to 
his  bold  spirit,  steady  head,  and  active  limbs,  the 
means  of  ascending  it  as  a  place  of  out-look,  although 
the  enterprise  was  what  most  men  would  have  shrunk 
from.  But  by  one  bound  from  the  earth,  the  actire 
youth  caught  hold  of  the  lower  branch,  and  swims 
himself  up  into  the  tree,  and  in  a  minute  more  gained 
the  top  ot  the  cli^  from  which  he  could  easily  descry 
a  human  figure  descending  the  valley.  It  was  not 
that  of  a  SQcpherd,  or  of  a  hunter,  and  scarcely  any 
others  used  to  traverse  this  deserted  solitude,  espe- 
cially coming  from  the  north,  since  the  reader  may 
remember  that  the  brook  took  its  rise  from  an  exten- 
sive and  dangerous  morass  which  lay  in  that  direction 

But  Halbert  Glendinning  did  not  pause  to  consider 
who  the  traveller  might  be,  or  what  might  be  the  pur- 
pose of  his  joumey.  To  know  that  he  saw  a  human 
being,  and  might  receive,  in  the  extremity  of  his  dis- 
tress, the  countenance  and  advice  of  a  fellow-creatpre, 
was  enough  for  him  at  the  moment.  He  threw  him- 
self from  the  pinnacle  of  the  clifT  once  more  into  the 
arms  of  the  projecting  oak  tree,  whftse  boughs  waved 
in  middle  air,  anchored  by  the  roots  in  a  huge  rift,  or 
chasm  of  the  rock.  Catching  at  the  branch  which 
was  nearest  to  him,  he  dropped  himself  from  that 
height  upon  the  ground ;  and  such  was  the  athletic 
springiness  of  his  youthful  sinews^  that  he  pitched 
there  as  lightly,  and  with  as  Uttle  injury,  as  the  £alcon 
stooping  from  iier  wheel. 

To  resume  his  race  at  friU  speed  up  the  ^en,  was 
the  work  of  an  instant ;  and  as  he  turned  angle  alter 
angle  of  the  indented  banks  of  the  valley,  without 
meeting  that  which  he  sought,  he  became  naif  afraid 
that  the  form  which  he  haa  seen  at  such  a  distance 
had  already  melted  into  thin  air,  and  was  either  a 
deception  of  his  own  imagination,  or  of  the  elemen- 
tary spirits  by  which  the  valley  was  supposed  to  be 
haunted. 

But,  to  his  inexpressible  joy,  as  he  turned  round 
the  base  of  a  huge  and  distinguished  craft  he  saw, 
straight  before  and  very  near  to  him,  a  person,  whose 
dres^  as  he  viewed  it  hastily,  resembled  that  of  a 
pilgnnt. 

He  was  a  man  in  advanced  life,  and  wearing  a 
Ions  beard,  having  on  his  head  a  large  slouched  bat, 
without  either  band  or  brooch.  His  dress  was  a^{"5 
of  black  serge,  which,  like  those  commonly  called 
hussar-cloaks,  had  an  upper  part,  which  covered  the 
arms  and  fell  down  on  the  lower  \  a  small  scrip  aiid 
bottle,  which  hung  at  his  back,  with  a  stout  staff  in 
his  hand,  completed  his  equipage.  His  step  was  feeble, 

God 

^y  nave  sent  you  to  my  assistance." 

"  And  in  what,  ray  son,  can  so  frail  a  creature  as  I 
am,  be  of  service  to  you  f  said  the  old  man,  not  a 
little  surprised  at  being  thus  accosted  by  so  handsome 
a  youth,  his  features  discoraposed  by  anxiety,  his  face 
flushed  with  exertion,  his  hands  and  much  of  his  dress 
stained  with  blood. 

"A  man  bleeds  to  death  in  the  valley  here,  hard  by. 
Come  with  me— come  with  me !  You  are  aged— you 
have  experience— jou  have  at  least  your  senses— and 
mine  have  well-high  left  me." 

"  A  man,  and  bleeding  to  death— and  here  m  this 
desolate  spot  1"  said  the  stranger. 

"  Stay  not  to  question  it,  father,"  said  the  youth, 
"but  come  instantly  to  his  rescue.  Follow  me— 
follow  me,  without  an  instant's  delay." 

"Nay,  but  my  son,"  said  the  old  man,  "we  do  not 
lis^tly  follow  the  guides  who  preMDt  thsmselvts  th«s 


Bn  I  fMlow  thae,  thou  mu>l  en>oui-_  ._ . . 

DUDa,  thy  pnipose,  ind  the  cbuki. 

"Toen  I*  no  tima  lo  expound  tny  ihin^"  njd 
Halbai)  "I  nil  theea  inaa'i  lir«  it  tl  lUke,  and 
at  coma  to  ud  him.  or  1  will  cuiT  <hee  tliitbsr 
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"Nar,  thou  sbill  not  need,"  Mtdihe  traTdln:  "if 

indeed  beu  thou  nyeet,  I  ivill  follow  Iheeof  free 

nakilled  in 

ch  may  do 

fieiT  Bleed 
with  >ome 
■ccomps- 
whicb  be 
Btoim  hie 


Ua  by    ihy  craeliy— I   have  na^  eailhly   Uaaaure  to 

"  And  r,"  eaid  the  youth,  "  am  neither— nnd  yel— 
Ood  of  Heaven  I—I  may  bo  a  mutdeter.  unlesa  your 
•Id  cornea  in  lime  (o  iliia  wounded  wreich  1" 

*'la  il  even  Bo1"  aaid  Ihe  iravvller ;  "and  do 
human  pauiona  diaturh  Iho  breut  of  nature  even  In 
her  deroeat  aoliludcl— Yel  why  should  I  marvel  rhal 
where  darknea*  ahidea  ihe  works  of  darknea*  sl<n«M 
abound  1— By  it*  fruiu  la  the  tree  known.— Lei 


y  Ihan 


d  hilharto,  the  atranger  eioied .„  . 

loat,  and  aeemed  to  target  hie  own  fatiKUe  in 

bii  effiiTta  to  keep  pact  with  bia  impatient  guide. 

What  waa  ibe  euipriee  of  Halben  Olindinning, 
irikCD.  Upon  arnTing  at  the  fatal  qwL  ha  aaw  no 
aiifieBranee  of  the  body  of  Sir  Piercie  Shafton '.  The 
teaeee  of  lbs  fray  were  olherwiae  sufficiently  viaible. 
Tbaknishl'a  cloak  bad  indeed  vaniahedaa  well  aatbe 
body,  but  hi*  doublet  remaiaed  where  he  had  laid  it 
down,  and  the  turf  an  which  he  hod  been  airetched 
waa  atained  with  blood  in  many  a  dirli.  crimson  tpol. 

Aa  he  gaied  round  him  in  terror  and  astonish  men  t, 
Halberf  •  eves  fell  upon  the  place  of  aepuliure  which 
bad  >o  Utoly  appeared  to  gape  for  a  victim.  It  was 
no  loDBai  open,  and  it  seemed  thai  earth  had  received 
tha  expactad  tenant;  for  the  usual  narrow  hillack 


n  man,"  aaid  Olendinnuia, 


here  tpy  him,  and  tnuch  1  doubt  that  the  tomb  tbal 
,ou  aeell  baa  cloaed  on  hia  mortal  remains  1" 
"And  who  la  he  for  whose  Tate  thou  art  ao  ani- 
uaT'  aaid  Ihe  atranger;  "oihowia  itpoatiblethat 
IB  wounded  man  could  have  been  either  remoied 
3m.  or  interred  in,  aplacs  ao  Bolitary  7" 
"  Hia  nam^"  aaid  Hubert,  oTtar  a  moment's  pause. 
IS  PMrcia  Shafton— there,  on  that  very  spot,  I  left 
_.ni  bleeding!  and  what  power  has  conveyed  him 
henee,  I  know  no  more  ihan  tbou  doat." 

"Piercie  Shafton  1"  aaid  the  atranget;  "Sir  Piar- 
cia  Shafton  of  Wilverlon,  a  kinaman,  as  il  is  said,  of 
'.ha  grul  Piercie  of  Nortbumberlandl  If  tbou  baat 
ilain  him,  to  return  to  ibe  l£tritoriea  of  Ihe  proud  Ab- 
»l  ia  to  Kive  iby  neck  lo  the  kbIIows.  He  is  wdl 
mown,  tbat  Piercie  Shafton ;  the  meddling  tool  of 
wiserplottera— a  harebrained  trafficker  in  tfcaaon— a 
champion  of  the  Pope,  employed  as  a  forlorn  hope  by 
ihose  more  politic  ^eads,  who  have  more  will  U 
Rork  mischief.  Ihan  valour  to  encounter  danger.— 
Come  with  me,  youth,  and  save  thyself  from  the  evil 
conaeqiiences  of  this  deed —Guide  me  lo  theCaaileof 
Avene],  and  ihy  reward  ahall  be  protection  and  aafely." 
Again  Halbett  pauaoi,  and  summoned  his  mind  lo 
a  hasty  council.  The  venzsance  with  which  the  Ab- 
bot was  likely  lo  visit  the  sinughter  of  Shafton,  hie 
friend,  and  in  soma  meaaure  his  gaetx,  waa  likely  to 
be  severej  vet,  In  the  varioua  contingencies  which  be 
bad  considered  previous  lo  their  daet,  he  had  anac' 
couniably  omilied  to  reflect  what  was  lo  be  hia  line 
of  conduct  in  case  of  Sir  MMcie  falling  by  bis  hand. 
If  he  relumed  to  Olondearg.  tie  was  sure  lo  draw  on 
bis  whale  family,  including  Haiy  Avenel,  the  reeent- 
ment  of  the  Abbot  and  comvnnity.  whereas  it  was 
posaible  that  flight  might  make  him  be  regarded  as 
the  sole  author  of  the  deed,  and  might  avwl  the  in- 
diKuaiion  of  the  monks  from  the  rest  of  ihoinnabil- 
anlaof  his  palemal  toiM  Halbert  recoUected  also 
the  fsvouT  eipreeeed  for  the  household,  andeqwiaUy 
forEdwstd,  by  the  Sub- Prior;  and  be  conceived  that 
be  could,  by  communicating  his  own  guilt  to  that 
worthy  ecclesiaalic,  when  at  a  diatance  from  Qlen- 
deatv,  seciiie  bis  powerful  Inlcrposilion  In  favour  of 
bis  lamily.  These  ihoughla  rapidly  passed  through 
his  mind,  and  he  deteri£ned  on  Flight.  The  slian- 
ger's  company  and  his  promised  protection  came  in 

cits  the  inviiniion  which  the  old  man  gave  him  to 
accompany  him  for  safely  lo  the  Caslle  of  Avenal, 
with  the  connexions  of  Julian,  the  present  uvuiper  of 
that  inheritance.  "  Good  father,"  he  said,  "I  fear  that 

C  mistake  the  man  wiih  whom  you  wish  ma  to  har- 
r.    Avenel  guided  Piercie  Shafton  into  Scotland, 
and  bis  henchman,  Chnetie  of  the  Clinthill,  brought 
Iha  southron  hither." 
"Of  that."  aaid  Ibe  old  man,  "I  am  well  aware. 

find  with  Jo- 
in iUr« 


Avoiel  baili 
of  acrealnra 
those  of  mlh 
tender  ihyself 
hecmlUenee 
I  lo  the  CaMle 


Vacillated  Halben 

"Swearnot  St  Bill"  aaid  the  atranjer,  intern 
UdI]  "neither  by  Heaven,  forilisOo(fslhroiia,iiui  ui 
earth,  ft»  it  is  his  footstool—  nor  by  Ihe  cnalures  whom 
be  balh  made,  for  they  are  bul  earth  and  clay  as  wi 

._.     ■  .... ..    ....   ,nd  thy  nsy  nay.  Tellmeic 

B  tbou  bast  feigned! 
yetbnheraalrayT 


are.   Letthy  yeabe  yea.  ai 


Thi  feelioga  of  compunction  with 

Glendinning  waa  visited  upon  this  pa _...., 

were  deeper  than  bdoOKed  lo  an  age  and  country  m 
which  hnman  life  was  held  ao  cheap.  They  fall  far 
short  certainly  of  those  which  mighl  have  dieted  a 
nitad  regulated  by  heller  reHgioua  precepls,  and  m 
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but  still  (bar 


ICma 


■Diclly  tntoad  under  aocuU  lawi  ■,  mi  saii  may  wen 
deep  and  seTerely  Telt,  and  divided  in  Halbert'a  heail 
even  the  resrel  wiih  wbich  he  paned  from  Mary  A>e- 
nel  and  tlie  lower  of  bia  fathera. 

Tbeoldiravdier  walked  adeiiilvby  hie  aide  Tot  aomc 
lime,  and  [hen  addieseed  bim.—  My  son,  it  baa  been 
aaid  that  sorrow  muat  apeak  or  die— Why  arl  thou 
ao  mueb  cast  dowa7— Tell  me  ihy  unhappy  lal^  and 
it  may  be  that  my  gray  head  may  deviae  caunael  and 
aid  for  your  young TiteL" 

"Ala>:"  aaid  Halbeit  Olendiijning,  "can  you  wan- 
der why  1  am  caai  down  7-1  am  ai  ikia  inaiani  a  fu- 
gitive from  my  falher'a  home,  from  mv  mother  and 
•Irani  my  frienda,  and  I  bear  on  my  head  the  blood  of 

•  man  who  injured  me  bur  in  idle  wordfi,  which  I ' 

thue  bloodily  requi led.  lUy  heart  now  Leila  me  X 
done  evil— it  were  harder  iban  these  roeka  if  it  i 
bear  unmoved  ihe  ihouifhl,  ibit  I  have  aeni  ibia 

"Pause  there,  my  son,"  said  the  traveller.    "' 
thou  haai  defaced  Ood's  image  m  thy  neigh  hour"  a  pet- 
idler  pride,  ia  indeed  a  ain  of  the  deepeai  ' 
thou  haai  cut  abort  the  apace  which  Uea 

iui  tor  all  thia  i^re  ia  balm  in  Oi 


deadly-   

"I  underaland 
by  the  solemn  lo 


n  proceeded.    "Thou  hast  alaln 
a  a, cruel  deed:  thou  hast  cul  b 


Ihine  elTotta  wrest  another  aubjeci  from  the  mi 
the  Evd  One,"  • 

"I  underaland  you,  father,"  aaid  Halberl; ' 

jice  to  the  aoul  of  mf  advcttary— But  how  ma;,  

be?   I  have  no  aioneyiopurSiase  masses,  and  gladly 
would  I  go  barefoot  lo  the  Holy  Laad  to  irae  bia  api- 

m  from  purgator)',  only  ibat" 

_^  "My  Bon,''  said   the  old  man,  inlerrapling 

B.  ll  ia  noVfor 
an  thee  to  pray- 
from  a  Judge  aa 
hou  to  coin  that 
aa  for  each  one, 

Where  the  tree 
ling,  which  hath 
\  msy  be  bended 
line.'' 

the  young  man, 
lalkofaucbhigh 


enlisted  soldier." 
I  the  Archbishop 


xxm. 

'ban  thou  telleal  him 


..__.,..        bar"- 

slain  PiercieShaftoi., 

at  the  deed  lay  the  head  of  Henry  Warden  at  hU  toot, 
and  inou  Bbali  havepraiae  metead  of  cenauie." 

Halberl  Qlendinning  stepped  back  in  autpiin. 
"Wball  are  you  (bat  Heniv  Warden  ao  famooi 
antoiiR  ihe  heretics,  (hat  btcd  Knox'a  name  ia  acarce 
morelrequsDUym  their  mouths  1  Art  thou  be,  and  da- 
rMi  thou  10  approach  the  Halidome  of  SainlHary'ar' 
Henry  Warden  of  a  aureiy/'  aaid  Ihe  M 


•■  far  ut 


«ilh  Eno 


p'.l„„ 


yet  willing  to  venture  on  wbaterir 

me,  then,"  said  Halbm-,  "to  alaf 

,  _  ...  heart— to  make  Ihee  priaoaer,  wew 

equally  lo  bring  ihy  blood  on  my  head^io  leave  Ibea 
in  Ibis  wild  without  a  guide,  | 

conduct  ibee,  aa  I  promieed,  t 

Avenel ;  but  breathe  not,  wh  , 

a  word  asainil  the  docirini  r 

which  I  am  an  unworthy— b  i 

zeal  ouB  member.— When  Ihoi  i 

of  thyaelf— there  ie  a  high  pri 
lian  Avenel  lo* ee  the  «lance  i 

preacher,  for  such  he  waa,  '*  -^_.  ,„,  .«««  ,^  ,.«»J 
sell  ihe  bloixi  of  bia  gueal  7" 

"  Noi  if  ihou  comes!  an  invited  stranger,  tdyingoa 
his  faiih,"  said  ihe  youlh  ;  "  evil  aa  Julian  mar  be, 
he  dare  not  break  the  riles  of  hoepitaliiv!  for,  kiaae 
aa  we  on  iheac  marchea  may  be  in  all  other  lieiL 
these  are  rtapecled  amongsl  ua  even  lo  idolatry,  and 


Uneagp. 


rBafely^tpr 
I  Ood's  hai 


ry  kind ;  while  1  am  useful  for  my  mav- 
hey  shall  not  imvail  asainsl  me,  and 
barren  fig-tree.  I  can  nolo n gar  produce 
porta  II  when  or  by  whom  the  aie  ia 


"Your  courage  and 

are  worthy  of  a  betler 

"That,"  aaid  Warden,  "cannot  be— mine  L 


I,  their  toume: 
S7he  tUlido 


lofquaktngbog,  called 


hagt,  by  which  the  fiti 
■  iieraecied. 


,"  aaid  GlwiH inning 

tha 

ailance,  Halbctt 
lost  accuracy  the 

from  lite  banmy 
aa  obliged  to  atop, 
.J  cross  tha  blaa 
I  Ihe  Scoilieh  dialect 
->f  the  moraw  wmb 


Halberl,^  as  he  aaw  hia 


Oa  first  feelings 

gue  hath  spoken 
otedM  have  Ihe 


'wTnnow*Ih?i 
ilialion  with  ibe 
r  beMfiomtha 


Courage,  oid  man  "  said  Halberl,  as 
imp  an  ion  almoai  exbaualed  wiib  fatigue 

ion  be  upon  hard  ground.    And  yet  aoii  i 

.-,  I  have  seen  the  merry  fslconera  go  ihroiwh  ii  aa 
light  aa  deer  when  the  quarry  waa  upon  ihe  flShl." 

■  True,  my  son,"  answered  Warden,  "  for  ao  I  wOl 
■*'JI  call  you,  though  you  r  —  "    ' 

d  even  so  doth  headlang 

aard  to  Ibe  miS 

'e  already  told  thee^"  answeiod  HalbenOlan- 
ing,  Bieraly,  that  1  will  hear  nothing  fromUn* 
ifBy,  but.  my  son,"  answered  Warden,  "thy  spi. 
..u  J  father  himself  would  surely  not  dlapuie  the  trulk 
.^  J-  "■'"  "0"',»Po«en  for  your  edification  7" 
Qlendmningaioully  replied,  "I  know  not  bow  thai 
nay  be-but  f  wot  well  it  ia  the  fashion  of  your  bra- 


wiin  bsva  thus  reported  of  his  eervanta  1    I  will  a 
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c&od  tbee^  my  •on,  bi  bsins  iniuni  aul  of  i 
—thou  ipaakeM  but  u  ihoa  irt  uushl--vct 
oust  thai  M  goodly  a  you:h  will  bs  sllll  rsacue 
■  brand  from  the  bnituog." 

While  be  ibiu  spoke,  the  mm  o!  the  moral 
■llained.  ■nd  their  path  lay  on  ihedediviiy.  I 
•wanl  it  waa,  and,  viewed  from  a  diatance,  cbe 
vrttfa  ita  narrow  and  verdant  liae  the  darlL- 
hMllMrilich  it  iraveraad,  ihaugh  Ihe  dislinctio 
not  eo  eaady  tracsd  when  they  were  walking  i 
The  old  man  puraued  his  journey  with  compi 


J  of  hia  yc 


lag  companion  lor  the  Etomm  faith, 
on  otber  maiiera.     The  tone  of  his 

He  had  uaTelled  much,  and  knew  l»th  the  tanguaee 
and  mannen  of  other  countriea,  concerning  which 
Halbeil  Qlendinning,  alteady  anlicipaiine  the  poui- 
bilily  of  being  obliged  to  quit  Scotland  lOT  the  deed 
be  bad  done,  «Ba  naturally  and  aniioutlji  desirau*  of 
informtlioa.  By  degreei  be  waa  mora  attracted  by 
(he  t^ajina  oC  the  atrangei'a  ccnvcraation  that)  re- 
pelled by  Ibe  dread  of  hia  dangerous  character  as  a 
Imetic,  andHalberlhadcallsdliim  fa'''  -  -  ~' in 
ones  ere  Iba  luneu  of  Avsnel  Caalle  c 


apectalor  waa  chiefly  eicited  by  finding  ■  piece  of 
•rater  ailuated  in  Ibat  bigh  and  mountamoue  r^ioti, 
and  the  landscape  around  bad  features  which  might 
raibn  be  termed  wild,  than  either  romantic  or  aub- 
iime;  yet  the  acene  was  not  without  its  charms. 
Under  the  burnina 
the  deep  unruffled 
prcwed  the  mind  w 

around,  ibeie  daiidi 


lake  refreabed  the  eye, 

-,- ■-igfeelinaofi 

the  snow  lay  on  lbs  m 


id  with  a  pleaainB  feeling  < 


itural  heJBli  le 

itb,  atidfil  at 

.»  froien  waves,  lay  like  ih  ce 

of  a  darkened  and  broken  mirror  around  l!  :k 

and  RKsky  iaiet,  and  tba  walla  of  the  gray  ca  ih 

which  it  was  crowned. 

As  the  castle  occupied,  either  with  ita  principal 
boildinga,  or  with  iis  Banking  and  outward  walls, 
■very  projecting  point  of  rock,  which  served  as  iu 
site,  ii  seemed  sa  completely  surrounded  by  water  as 
tbe  ne«  of  a  wild  swan,  save  where  n  narrow  cause- 
way  eiiendad  betwiit  the  lalet  and  the  shore.  But 
Ibe  tbrtreaa  waa  larger  in  aroearance  than  in  reality  i 
and  of  the  buildings  which  it  actually  contamod, 
many  had  become  ruinous  and  unmhabitable.  In 
the  timea  of  the  grandeur  of  the  Avenel  family,  these 
had  been  occupied  by  a  conaiderable  gamaon  of  ftil- 
lovrer*  and  retainers,  bat  they  ware  now  in  a  great 
n>BUurade«Tledi  and  Julum  Avenel  would  probiiblv 
have  firad  hia  babiiation  in  a  remdence  better  suited 
w  bia  diminished  fortuiM»  bsd  it  not  beet;  for  the 
great  security  which  the  utaalion  of  lbs  i^  castle 
aflbrded  to  a  man  ^  bia  pracariooa  and  perilous  mode 
of  lil&  Indead,  in  Ihia  renect,  the  ipal  could  scarce 
ban  bam  mora  bWly  eliown,  tor  it  coutd  be  ren- 
dend  almost  eon«letely  inacceaaible  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  inhabiunt.  The  diatance  betwiit  the  uearast 
Aon  and  tbe  islet  was  not  indeed  above  a  hundred 
yards  i  bot  then  the  canaeway  which  connected  Ihem 
waa  amemely  narrow,  and  completely  divided  by 
two  GOta,  one  in  the  midway  between  the  iaIet  and 
riiore,  and  another  close  under  tbe  outward  gale  of 
tbacastle.  These  furnMd  a  formidable,  and  almost 
innmiMNUi table  interruption  m  snv  hoBUle  approach. 
Each  was  defended  liy  a  drawbridge,  one  of  which, 
beirwlhat  neareal  to  the  caatia,  waa  regularly  nuaed  at 
aU  timea  during  the  day,  and  both  were  lifted  at  nighut 


r  IhB  ■JAtAcwtl  nun*  of  ■  Btipd^wl. 


liona tor hii security.  hS own amhiguoua antidoubt- 
ful  course  of  policy  had  increased  iheaa  danger*  j 
for  aa  hs  made  profesaionii  to  both  partiea  in  the 

either  (he  one  or  the  other,  aa  chanced  best  to  aerve 
hie  immediate  putpoae,  he  could  not  be  said  lo  have 
either  Arm  allisa  and  protectors,  or  determined  ene- 
mies.   HialifewSBalifeof  eipedienU  and  of  peril  j 


w^tch'l 


which  he  thought  neo 
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Wkih,  issuina  from  thn  gorge  of  a  pass  which 


id  of  the  towers. 


irregular  outline 
In  others  it  seemed  inuic  cimic,  mm  •■  v"""  "•  u*!" 
smoke,  which  ascended  from  the  chimneys  of  the 
donjon,  and  spread  ila  long  dusky  pennon  through 

'ear  ether,  indicated  that  it  was  inbsbiled.    Bill 

m  field  a  or  enclosed  pasture- grounds  on  the  nde 

of  the  lake  showed  that  provident  altention  to  com- 

rSofVegJ"'^-"--'^'  --"  -^'  ■^-  ' 


'  patches  of  infieTf 
■ounded,  by  rows  of 


.^ ittsges  with  lh( 

their  crofts  and  gardens,  su 
isive  eycamoreai  no  church  Wnu  ■tDBijiju,c  ,v>a 
le  valley ;  no  herds  of  sheep  among  the  hills ;  no 

le  on  the  lower  ground  1  nothing  which  IntimBled 

the  occasional  prosecution  of  tbe  arts  of  peace  and 
of  induelry.  It  was  plain  that  tbe  inhabitaala,  whe- 
ther few  or  numerous,  tnust  be  considered  aa  the 
irriaon  of  the  caalle,  living  within  iis  defended  pre- 
ncls,  end  aubaiaiing  by  means  which  were  other 
lan  peaceful. 

Probably  it  wsa  with  this  conviction  that  the  old 
an,  gazing  on  the  caBlle,  muttered  lo  himself; 
Ijajnj  offcnnonit  ct  p*^a  tcandolif  and  then, 
ruing  lollalbert  Qlendinning,  he  added,  "  We  may 
ly  of  yonder  fort  aaKingJsmeadid  of  another  fsst- 

'  ^  It  it  was  not  so,"  answered  Qlendinning;  "  yon- 
iBlle  waa  built  by  the  old  lords  of  Avenel,  men 
__  ...jch  beloved  in  peace  as  they  were  respected  in 
war.     They  were  thebiilwark  of  the  frontieta  againal 
,  and  the  proiectora  of  the  natives  from 
oppresnon.    The  presenl  nsurper  of  their 
le  no  more  reaembles  them,  than  the  nifjhl- 

r c  owl  resembles  a  falcon,  because  she  builds 

on  the  same  rock." 
"  This  Julian  A 

tholoveandregatu-.-. „ - 

"  So  little,"  anawsred  Hatberl,  "  thai  besides  the 
jack-men  and  riden  with  whom  he  has  sBsociated 
htmscji;  and  of  whom  he  has  many  at  bis  di^usal, 
I  know  of  few  wfco  voluntarily  aaaociate  with  bim. 
He  has  been  mors  than  once  outlawed  both  by  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  his  lands  declared  forfeited,  and 
price.    But  in  tbeaaunqoKl  time*. 
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I  M  duipg  ■■  Juliin  ATI 

liiendt  wiUing  lo  protecl  hi 
I  the  Uw,  on  condiiion  of 
ou  describe  a  dimgerDua  m 


'■  replied  Wiud 

,    _ Jeofth^^"   Teplied  — 

jroDth,  "  if  you  deal  not  iha  more  warily  ;—lhauKh 
II  may  be  that  he  alao  haa  foraakoD  diecommi~~'  — 
of  Ihe  church,  and  Bono  astray  in  [hepaihof  hei  — 

"  What  your  blinaoesa  lerma  the  path  of  hereay," 
uawered  Ihti  reformer,  "la  indeed   the  lire ight — ' 


hather  for 


orldly  wealth  oi 


^of'ffpavS' 

.SI 


Thie  Baron  of  Avanel  is  persona lly  un 
LB  not  of  our  congregation  or  of  our  counael  i 
bear  to  him  charges  touching  my  safety,  from 
whom  he  muat  fear  if  he  does  not  respect  then 

am  now  enSciently  lefreahed  by  iheae  few  tni 


lether  he 
u  in  (he 
irelcome, 


iword  and  Lapce  are  my  h< 


along  which  Cb^elL 

Sis  preeence  lo  the 

ihrill  and  poeuliat  w „_. , 

Irawbridge  was  lowered.    The  honeman  paHed  it, 

and  disappeartd  under  the  gloomy  poiul  wbidi  «•• 

OJendinniog  and  hia  compiDion,  adTaDdnc  man 
teisurely  along  (he  ni^ed  cauaeway.  Hood  si  UDglb 
under  Iheaame  gateway,  over  wbicb  frownod,  in  diwk 
red  freestone,  tlie  ancient  anpotiil  beatioaa  of  It* 
hoose  of  Avcnel.  which  repreaeoled  ■  (enala  flniit 
ahrouded  and  tniiffled,  which  oecnpiad  tha  whdeUd. 
The  caiiBe  of  their  aagoniiiiK  as  nnBiilar  a  doTK*  wi  - 


lain,  but  iha  flguTB  wu  geoenWr  auppoaaJ  w 

.„.  .k.  «»..::^U..i.^_...ii-t  .^iB  WKwLidi 

--    tUKdael* 

a  wbicb  had.connecicd  his  bu  wi&  th 


iMing  called  ihsWliita  Lull 
of  Jkia  mouldcriDK  ihiali 


._- „ —  _„  „„„„.„  „„  „ie  WI&  tbai 

Mary  Aveitd,  and  with  the  doiDgi  of  tha  opiiitDit 

■"-  "■' attached  to  ha  bouab  and  wtKiB  bs 

-., Died  in  atonejiB  be  had  bdon  aetn 

her  effln  upon  the  seat  ringof  Walter  Afond.  which, 
with  other  Ir-"- —  '" '"  "    ---      ■    ■     ■   . 


being  wbo  w 

mwhBTe repreaenled  in  atonejiB  t 

'flnupon  the  aeatringof  Walt , , 

other  uipkela  fonuBrhr  meitliotM^  had  bas 

-from  pillage^  and  brought  to  OlraOaug,  wkoa 

ry's  iDolher  was  dnyen  ftotu  her  habiuiian. 

You  sigh,  my  aon,"  aaid  the  old  man,  oboeniiui 

toe  impreaainn  made  on  his  yoalhfol  oompuiiiVB 

countenance,  but  mistakina  the  cauaei  "if  ynu  bay 

to  enter  wo  may  yet  retimi. 

"  ''^-'  can  you  not,"  said  Chrialie  of  the  Clioihill, 


ble,  his  aloel  cap  a 
^ancing  in  the  settii 

Halbert  Glendinning  aooa  reoogniaed  Christie  ol 
iha  CunthiU,  and  made  his  companion  aware  thai 
ibe  benchman  of  Julian  ATenel  was  approaching. 

"  Ha,  yoututing  I"  said  Chriatie  to  Halbert,  as  he 
came  up  to  them,  "  thou  haal  made  good  mj>  word 
■1  laal,  and  come  to  lake  Berrice  with  my  noble  mas- 
ur  hasi  thoa  not  7  Thou  shall  find  me  a  good  fneod 
and  a  tmet  and  ere  Saini  Bamaby  coma  round 
uain,  thou  shall  know  every  pasa  belwiii  Hilbi 
PIsia  and  Nelherhy.  as  if  thou  hadal  been  bom  w.._ 
a  lack  on  thy  back,  and  a  lance  in  thy  hand.—What 
old  carle  haal  Ihou  with  Ibee1— He  ia  not  -'-■-- 
brotherhood  of  Saint  Mary's— at  least  he  has 
*"■■-"  -'  ■■-»«  black  cattle." 

1,"  said  Halbert, ' 

iBcaatlcC 


ratiiiauB 


iming  the  water  like  a  wild-diick. 

It  the  drawbiidBB  wbicb 
jtin  raiasd,  aiMTnow  in- 
Ihe  ■ailing  nu  and  tba 


or  winging  the  air  like  a  plorer." 
They  looked,  and  aaw  that  the 
they  had  just  croaaed  wt*  aga' 

lerposed  its  planka  betwixt  IL 

pons]  of  the  castle,  deqienina  lbs  gloom  of  tbeardi 
under  which  they  stood.    Chriatie  lan^edt  ud  bid 

them  follow  him,  aaying  by  way  of  er 

m  Halb*"'-  —    "  i~—  k^lJlL  ^ 

occupied 
with  rud 
Baron  ai 
atrong,  I 
down  ibi 
Jarring  ( 
(hey  mo' 
heeled  ja 
the  pnni 
or  Urge  I 

lar.msn 

ofSalyator „.., 

gwly  trimmed,  but  which, 
quent eipoaure  lot''-  •»-•>— 
colours.    Thrown 
it  Dutlf  hid,  and  | 

bun,  ondar  which . 

light  ahin  of  mail  whidi 


'  awl  readily  to 
IT  atoD  to  pick 
Bar  of  hun—tks 

D  into  tlM  Ian 
lUaMdahw 
vhidhaanML 

ig  pMaloT  At 
irauoTwbon 
iMoad  wf  mi 
*  HH  .to_iha 

lorinAfbnnad 

«tad-bOMM^ 
plnmsa  draop- 

«sull.iMae» 

onnta  aobiacla 

clodi  which  bad  tea 

colours. '  Thromi  nedva^y  aboul'his  ull  pou 
|t  »rtlf  hMl,  «d  iwrajrffiowed,  a,afaon  doJEETS 
pn^  nndar  whidi  waa  m  Mma  plaoM  TiaiUe  thai 
"9daHer<  beeaoa* 

EShSlteBTS 

.-  Urea  and  heavy  sword  on  one  ndo,  and  on 

ttie  olhar  thai  gay  poniard  which  had  onoo  caliad 
SirPiercie  Sbaflon  master,  of  which  the  hatcbmenla 
and  gildmgs  were  abeady  much  defaced.  nihiT  br 
™'»h  usage  or  ns^ect. 

— .1. 1 —  jjij  rudenesa  of  bia  ananL  Ja- 

BT  and  CDtmtenance  hadftr  nian 


Cur.  XX17. 

«t«*alion  ihan  thoMof  iheiCUiiduiM  who  nirTaondad 
bun.    He  miBhtbs  flftyornpwuda,  forbii 
wu  minklxl  witb  grar,  bQl  <Ee  had  neil 
Ibo  fire  oT  hii  ej&  nor  (ht 


n'unncd 

itarpTiTC  oC  hii  dii 
..  ..li  bten  h«nd»om&  for 
beantr  waa  an  altribale  of  the  ramil)' ;  but  tlie  Iinea 
were  roiwbaied  bv  faligiie  and  expoturo  to  the  wea- 
ther, ■ndnDdeisd  caorae  by  the  habilual  indulsencB 

He  aeeioed  in  deep  and  moody  refleetioti,  and  waa 
pacins  at  a  diitance  rrom  hia  depattdanta  along  tbe 
uppar  end  o[  the  ball,  agmeuiiMa  alopping  fniin  time 
10  tiBMi  to  careaa  and  feed  a  goahawk,  which  aat 
upon  bii  WTial,  with  ita  jtMtm  (i.  i.  tbe  leathern 
itrapa  Itied  to  ita  leg*}  wrapped  around  hia  hand. 
Ilw  bint,  which  aeemed  DOi  inHuiiible  to  ili  mutei'i 
■nention,  anawerad  hia  careaseB  b^  nifflinE  forward 
in  ftalbers,  and  pecking  plaTlullj^al  hii  Snger.    At 

■umad  tbe  darkaoma 


THE  MONASTERT. 

Wball  more  yet  l—lhou 


»  air  of  Millen  medi .„ 

to  look  upon  an  abject,  which 

'   ind  repi — ' '' ■■' 

ant  sla 


^  ao  often  without 


I  and  gralL^ng  it  b;  la 


: -..I  hsTB  all-Ajr. 

prune  thy  feaihcra,  and  prink  Ihyaelf  Bay— iducIi  tboa 
wilt  msRe  o(  it  now-doil  think  I  know  thee  nott-^ 
doel  think  I  see  not  thit  all  [hat  raffling  and  pluming 
of  wini  and  feslbm  ia  not  for  thy  muter,  but  to  try 
what  Ihou  canel  make  of  him,  thou  Erecdy  stedT— 
well-there—lake  it  then,  and  rtjoice  thyaelf-litlla 


i.  by  ofTenng  and  withdrawing  it, 
ling,  flutiering,  aiming  at  me  with 


It  fly! 


■inlfeT  'Solai.Solai"wouIdsi._.. 
thn  Jeasee  are  round  thy  clulchea,  Co 


It  by  n 


will- 


wring  thy  head  of 


IT  head  off  one  of  theie  unys— ttsu,  u, 

.  .  jd  well  fan  thou  with  it.-So  ho,  JenL... . 

One  of  iha  allendanli  ilepped  forward— "  Take  the 

]™kwel!toh"a'  "  '  """    "" 

■ee  ber  fly  to-mon 
returned  1" 


i-WelL  h 


V,  Chriati^  ao  ao 


onrlife'iriak  ai 


halloa  la  a  hound— he  ihoola  in  the  long  and  cniaa- 
like  royaelf  nearly— btclia  a  horae  nwnfiilly  and  faulj 


)ir  prn  by  tin  hadwn. 


THE  l«>NASTERT.  [Cup.  XHT. 

— I  wot  not  what  more  >  mm  nMd  ID  da  10  moka  him   oat  to  the  t>l>— At.  I  manwlv  1  find  that  ia  dui 

"  '  ly'Bcompuiy,  anddoiiDllculhaawoiildalhknn  * 


^Uid  who,  laid  Ihn  Baroa,  "  ii  the  old  miaer* 
who  itUK^  beoidfl  him  7" 

"  Some  cut  of  ■  piiMl  ■■  I  fancy— he  uys  ha  i> 
chargad  with  iMten  to  you." 

"ffid  Ihsm  come  forward,"  aaid  the  Biroii;  aad 
no  MMniaT  had  ihei  qmroached  him  more  neailr, 
thao,  llnick  \tj  tha  Sne  form  and  atieaglb  dlipliyed 
by  Halbert  Oleudianin^  headdieaaed  him  Ihiu:  "I 
am  told,  young  awankie,  tfaet  you  irc  roimicB  the 
world  to  seek  your  fonimc— if  you  ffill  eerve  Julian 
Avenel,  you  miiy  find  ii  wiihost  Eoina  farther." 

thing  hiB  chsnced'ta  me  that  makeaitbellecl  il 


my  case  ia  entirely 

loBuon,  "thou  heel 
fray  about  a  wanch— 
)  in  such  a  ciuk." 
le  aod  mennsr,  Hal- 
it,  while  the  tbou^I 


thy  cauaq  of  ,jlj^t 

nder  the  elandard  of 
:he  lake,  the  elreneih 
lueeway— look  at  my 

°  I  ulTth^  il  ihall 

ride  by  the  Warden"!! 

, old  merket-womsn, 

and  ne'er  a  cut  which  Ibllowi  him  ehsll  dare  to  bay 

«t  tbeal" 

_"I  thank  rou  tor  your  ofiera,  nobis  sir,"  replied 

Halberd  "bat  I  m— ■-  ■---'  -■-- ' 

profit  by  them— m 

"tliou  art  a  ae ^v~.  w«.  ...  »,  i~...^    ~~ 

Julian,  turning;  &am  bimi  and  aiBning  Cbmtie  to 
aumiaeh,  he  whiapered  inbisear,  ^There  i*  promiee 
in  (hat  young  fUlow'a  loolu,  Chrielie,  and  we  wai  - 
pwn  of  limbi  and  einewe  >o  compacled— ihow  thc. 
hait  brought  to  me  of  late  ant  llie  nure  refiiee  of 
mankind,  wretchea  ecarca  worth  the  arrow  that 
•nda  iham :  ihia  youngeler  ie  limbed  Jiko  Saint 
Oaoise.  Plr  him  wilh  wine  and  waaaail— let  the 
wanchea  weave  their  meehea  about  bimUkeepidera— 
inon  underatuideai  7"  ChHatia  Rsve  a  aagacioua 
nod  of  intelligence,  and  fell  back  to  s  reapeciTui  dia- 

llisBuan,,UiTningb>lhe  elder  traveller,  "  haa'i  thou 
bean  roaoung  tha  world  after  fortune  loo  7— it  aeenu 
not  ehe  has  lallen  into  thy  way." 

"8o  please  you,"  replied  Warden,,  "I  were  per- 
haps mora  to  be  pitied  than  I  am  now,  had  I  indeed 
mat  with  that  lorlune,  which,  like  olher^  I  have 
soudit  in  mv  ciaoier  days." 

"Nay,  underatand  me,fnead,"  eaid  the  Baron;  "if 
thou  art  •atiefied  with  thy  buckram  rdwq  and  long 
etaffj  I  also  am  well  content  thou  ahouldai  be  ae  poor 
and  cantamplible  i*  ia  good  for  the  healLb  of  thy 
bodj  and  aoul — All  I  care  lo  know  of  iheo  is.  ihe  caiue 
which  halh  brought  Ihee  lo  my  caeile,  where  few 
crowiOf  iby  kind  care  to  eettle.  Thou  art,  !i 
thsa,  some  (peeled  monk  of  a  euppreaaed  o 
payiiig  in  hie  old  daya  ihe  price  of  the  luiurio 


Id  daya  ihe  price  of  the  luiurioue  idle- 

_-_  .n  which  he  epeiii  hu  youth.— Ay, 
some  pilgrim  wilh  a  budget  of  liea  fr-  ~ 
.,  ^ .,_    __  f^T,,  ■       -  ■ 


,.^ „ JainlJamee 

of  CompoalellB,  or  Our  Lady  of  Lorelto;  or  ihi 
mayeat  be  some  pardoner  wilh  bia  budget  of  relj< 
from  Rome,  forgiving  eina  at  a  penny  a-doien,  u: 


apping  lad  as  he  lo  carry  thy  wallet,  aad  rdiete 
azy  ehouidera ;  but,  by  the  mafs,  I  will  ooaa  iki 

wilh  an  old  knara,  like  Simmie  and  hia  broda.t 
Awiy  wilh  tbeel"  ha  added,  riaing  in  wrath,  and 
apeaijng  ao  faat  M  lo  give  no  oppqrlunily  of  anaxt, 
being  probably  detemuned  lo  terri^  the  ddar  gacai 
into  an  abrupt  fligfal- "Away  wilh  thee,  wilE  Itif 
clouted  coal,  acrip,and  scall<q>-sbelL  or,  by  lbs  nana 
of  Avand,  I  will  have  tbem  looaa  the  noundaon  tbaef 

Warden  wailed  wilh  the  greateal  palienoe  unlil  Ji- 
lian  Avenel,  aaloniabed  that  tha  ihraata  and  TJnliwi 
of  hia  language  made  no  impraeuon  on  him,  panad 
in  a  sort  of  wonder,  and  aaid  m  a  leae  imporoui  Hat 
"Wby  the  fiend  doal  thou  not  anewer  mar* 

"Wbenyou  have  done  apsakiog."  aaid  Wardea,ii 
the  eame  compoaed  manner,  "it  will  be  full  limala 

Say  on,  man.  in  ihedevil'i  name— but  lake  heed— 
beg  not  here— were  it  but  for  the  rinda  of  cbeeia,  i^ 
rtAise  of  the  rata,  or  a  morael  that  my  doga  woiU 
turn  from— neither  a  grain  of  meal,  nor  the  mnetaaiib 
pan  of  a  grav  groat,  will  I  give  to  any  feigned  linmir 
of  thy  coaL"^ 

"  II  may  be,"  answered  Warden,  "  ibat  yon  would 
have  leee  quarrel  wilh  my  coat  if  you  knew  what  il 
coveia.  I  am  neiiher  friar  not  mendicant,  and  wndd 
be  righi  glad  to  hear  thy  [eatimonyagainat  theaelMil 
decaivera  of  Ood'e  church,  and  uautpen  of  faiarighla 
oyer  the  Cfarialian  flock,  were  il  given  in  Christian 

"And  who  or  what  art  ihou,  ihen,"  aaid  ATend, 
"  that  thou  comeet  to  ibis  Border  land,  and  art  nei- 
ther mook,  nor  aoldier,  nor  broken  man  1" 

"I  am  an  bumble  teacher  of  Ihe  holy  word,"  an- 
swered Warden.  "ThiBlallBrfromamoslnobrep» 
■on  will  apeak  why  I  am  hoe  at  this  piasant  lima. 

He  delivered  the  letter  lo  the  Baron,  who  tcMaidid 
the  aaal  with  suns  snipnse^  and  than  looked  on  tha 


ooB,    I  lUnk  ^ou  dareai  noi  bany  DM 

.  - .t  the  man  lo  aitempi  either,"  waa  iheom- 

Julian  Asoiel  carried  the  leller  to  the  window, 
vfaere  he  peruaed,  or  at  leaal  attempted  to  peruM  it 
-—  ■•- ,  often  looking  from  ->- ' 


nihei 


it,  as  if  ha 


, „„. jngth  called  lo  ibslil- 

Calberina  bestir  lh«,  and  fetch  mepreaendy 
■-    h  I  bade  Ihee  keqi  laady  at  "■--'  - 


that  It . 

thy  caaket,  haying  noaurs  tockfoal  place  of  mrowiL" 
Catherine  went  wiih  t^  readinaaa  of  one  wiUiM  m 
beemployad;  and  aa  elie  walked,  the  ailuatiaa  wiiid 
requires  a  wider  gown  and  a  longer  Biidle,  and  ia 
which  woman  claima  ftiuu  man  a  double  ponian  of 
the  moat  aniioua  care,  waa  still  mote  viaible  Ihao  ba- 
fore.  She  soon  nminedwith  the  paper,  and  waare- 
wsrded  wiihacold— "I  thank  thae^  woocb ;  tboain 

Thia  eeccmd  jn^ft  he  alao  perused  and  tvenwal 
more  than  once,  and  atill,  aa  no  lead  it,  beat  froo 
lime  to  time  a  wary  and  obaerranl  eye  upon  Houy 
Warden.  This  eiamination  and  ra-examinatiaa, 
though  both  the  man  and  Ihe  place  w«e  daogaoB^ 
ihe  preacber  endured  with  the  moat  cumposad  and 
aleady  countenance,  aeeming,  under  ihe  ewe,  or  ra- 
ther the  vulture  eye  of  the  Baron,  as  unmoved  aian- 
'  'lb  gaieof  an  ordinary  and  peaoefnl  poaaant.  il 
1  Julian  Avenel  folded  both  papera,  and  havisg 
the  pockei  of  hia  cloak,  cleand  hia 
--—  '- '    addreeaed  hia  teub 


.n  Aveiial  folded  botb^wei 

comiog  fo...  ,-j-i-— ,j 

Cathenne,    aaid  ha. 


8  fbrward,  a 


thia  good  man  mjuanca,  when  1  mi 

of  ihe  dronee  of  Rome.  He  is  a  preacher,  Cathcfioi 
— a  preacher  of  the — tbe  new  doctrine  of  the  LoitiB 
of  the  CoDgregation." 


(^*».XXV.l 


"  TIm  doctrine  0/  the  bleaaed  Scnplurai,"  uid  Ihs 
rreBCbiet,  "  puriSed  fcoixi  the  dericei  of  mea." 

"Smreat  tboul"  mid  Jolisn  Avenel—"  Well,  thou 
niBTsai  call  it  whet  ihou  line ;  but  10  me  it  ie  recom- 
meDded,  beeuue  it  OingB  off  all  ihoie  ■otiieh  dreeme 
ibmit  uinli  and  tusnli  and  devila,  and  unhoraea  the 
[an  manka  that  have  ndden  ua  >D  Iodk.  and  spui- 
galleduaiOhard.  Nomonm,iitietanicorpa^-g,ta 
— oo  more  IJLfaea  and  offeiiaga  to  make  men  rnjor — 

DO  more  praTcra  or  paalma  to  make  m — '*- 

no  more  ctuieteninge  end  penencea,  an 
■nd  marriagM." 

'  So  pleaeo  you,"  aajd  Henry  Warden, 


THE  MONASTERT, 

lajr  be  napeclad,  and 


tl^e. 


The  I  . 

hu^  piecea  of  beeC  b< 
anj  TBiietr  w' 

moel  wilboui 


n'eDuf^! 


lendn: 


eled,  b< 


Julian  A  venel  made 

a  aori  ol  apoloer  O  Warden. 

"You  hare   Deen  commended  to  our  care,   Sir 
Pnacber,  aince  thai  ia  your  aljle,  by  ■  panon  whom 

"  I  ana  aaeured,"  eaid  Warden,  "  that  the  nioal  no- 
ble Lord" 

"Prithee,  peace,  man,"  eaid  Avenel:  "whit  need 
^  n.T-toK  nameai  eo  we  underttand  each  other  1    I 
)ul  to  epeek  in  reference  to  your  eofely  and 
,  of  which  he  deeirea  u>  to  be  chary.   Now, 


ok  at  my  «alt< 

ig  your  comfort  we  have  n. 

""  -pnielflof  Inefl —    " 


both 


ported  than  their  beeree,  aeelna  they  have  no  le^  10 
walk  upon.  But  what  thought  a  eioup  of  wine  thou 
ifaall  haTB,  and  of  the  beet— thou  ahelt  sit  betwixt 
Cathetloa  and  me  al  the  board-end,— And,  Chriatie. 
do  thou  look  to  Ihe  young  aprinaald,  and  call  to  the 
eeilarer  for  a  flagon  of  the  beai.'* 

The  Baron  took  hie  wonted  pUce  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  board :  hie  Catherine  eete  down,  and  courte- 
onaly  poiolad  10  a  seat  betwixt  them  for  their 
rend  gueat.  But  notwithitandina  the  influenci.  _. 
of  hunger  and  btigua,  Henir  Wardaa  retained 
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JouAS  ArxitiL  saw  niih  eurpriw  the  denuanont 
of  Ihe  reverend  itranser.  "  Beehiew  me,"  tie  aaid, 
"iheae  oew-bahioned  relisionera  hafe  faet-daye,  I 
'  ~    a>afigr  theae  bleia- 


onea  uaed  lo  coafn  tb 


-"We  hold  ihi. - 

abaiainingfrom  neciat  meiiaon  ipecial  days;  and 
in  faeting  we  rend  our  heatu,  and  not  our  garmenla." 

■' The  bettei^the  heller  for  youraelvea,  and  the 
worae  for  Tom  Taikr,"  eaid  the  Saron ;  "  but  corner 
ail  dowti,  or,  if  thou  need*  muat  e'en  give  tie  a  cost 
of  thine  offlee,  mutter  thy  charm." 

"  Sir  Baron,  aaid  the  preacher,  "  I  am  In  a  atnnge 
land,  where  neither  mine  otlice  not  my  doctrine  are 
kDown,  and  where,  it  would  eeem,  both  are  greatly 
miauiuteTalood.  It  ia  my  duty  ao  to  bear  me,  that  in 
mr  pvsoD,  bowerer  unworthy,  my  Haaler'a  dignity , 


ain  may  take  no  omB- 


of  the  bonda  of  . 
io  la  t  halt  ther^"  aaid  the  Baroni  ' 
hither  for  thy  aafety,  but  not.  I  think. 


What  ia  it  thou  wouldat  hav^  Sir 
Preacher  7  Remember,  thou  apeakaat  to  one  aoms- 
what  abort  of  patience,  who  lovea  a  abort  health  and 


ing  draught.' 

"In  a  word,  than,  "  aaid  I 


BDiy  Warden,  "  that 
rhatof  hetl 


.. .    J  Baron,  ataiting — "  1 

whathaat  Ihou  to  aayof  that  dame  1" 

"laahe  thyhouae-damel"  eaid  Ihe  preacher,  aflar 
a  momenl'e  pauae,  in  which  he  HNOiad  to  aeak  Ibi 
the  heal  mode  of  expreauna  what  he  had  to  aa* — 
"la  ahe,  in  brie^  thy  wifer 

The  unfortunate  young  woman  preeied  both  hai 
haikda  on  her  ttco,  aa  if  10  bide  it,  but  the  deep  biuah 
which  crimaoned  ber  brow  and  nacli,  ahowed  that 
her  cheetia  were  alao  glowing)  arvd  the  burating 
teaia.  which  foond  thor  way  belwiii  bar  alandcT  fln- 
Mr^  bore  witnaae  to  her  aorrow,  aa  wall  as  to  ho 

"Now,  by  my  father'a  aabei  I"  aaid  Ihe  Baron,  ri- 
dng  and  epurmng  from  him  hia  foolaiool  with  auch 
violence,  thai  it  hit  Ihe  wall  on  the  oppoaiie  aide  of 
the  apartment- then  inatanlly  conatraming  himadC 
he  muttered.  "  What  need  to  run  myaelf  into  Irouhla 
for  a  fool'a  word  T'— than,  reeumins  hia  aeat,hean- 
awered  coldly  and  ecomiully- "  No,  Sir  Piiaal  or 
Sir  Preacher,  Catherine  ia  not  my  wife— Caaaa  Ih; 
whimpering,  thoo  foolieh  wench — ahe  ia  not  my 
wife,  bat  abe  ia  bandfaetad  with  ma,  and  that  makai 
ber  ae  bonaal  a  woman." 

"Handfaeted 7"— repeated  Waiden. 

"Enoweal  thou  not  that  rite,  holy  man?"  aaid 
Ayeoel,  in  the  aama  tone  of  deriaion ;  "  Ihan  I  will 
tell  Ihee.  We  Border-men  are  mora  waiT  than  your 
inland  clowna  of  Fife  and  Lothian— no  jump  in  Ihs 
dark  for  ua—no  clenching  the  fetteia  around  our 
wrisia  till  we  know  how  they  will  wear  with  ua— 
we  take  out  wiveL  like  our  horaea,  upon  trial.  When 
we  are  handfaeled,  aa  we  term  it,  we  are  man  and 
wife  for  a  year  and  day— that  apace  gone  by,  each 
may  choose  another  male,  or,  at  their  pleaiute,  may 
cellitie  priest  to  marry  them  for  life— and  this  wa 
call  handfaatins."' 

"  Then,"  ■aid  the  preacher,  "  I  tell  thee,  noble  Ba- 
ron, in  brotherly  love  to  thy  aoul,  it  is  a  cuatom  It- 
cenlioua,  gross,  and  corrupted,  and,  if  peraiatad  in, 
dangetoua.  yea  damnable.  It  hioda  thee  lo  the  frail- 
er being  while  ihe  is  lb"  ->---—  -'  J--—    --  — '- 

thee  wEen  she  ie  most 

all  10  b  ratal  aense,  anil  ni „  __- _ 

aneclioii.  I  aay  10  thee,  thai  he  who  can  medilala 
the  breach  of  auch  an  enguement.  abwidoniiv  ike 
deluded  woman  and  the  nelplaaa  onapring,  ia  woi«e 
than  the  birds  of  preyi  for  of  them  the  make  ra- 
main  with  their  malea  unlil  ihe  naelhnga  can  take 
wing.  Above  all,  I  say  it  ia  contrary  u  the  pun 
Chnsiian  doctrine,  which  aaaigna  woman  to  man  |* 
the  partner  of  his  labour,  the  soother  of  his  evil,  hia 
belpmale  in  peril,  hia  friend  in  affliction  i  not  aa  the 
toy  of  hia  looaer  houre,  or  as  a  dower,  which  oooa 
crcaned,  he  may  throw  aside  st  pieasure." 

"^Now.  by  the  Saints,  a  most  virtuona  homilyl" 
aaid  the  Baroni  "quaintly  cenceived  and  curioualy 
^onounced.  and  to  a  well-chosen  congregation. 
Hark  ye.  Sir  OoiprilBrl  trow  ye  to  have  a  fool  i« 
hand!  Know  1  not  that  your  aect  roaa  by  blulTHan 
Tudor,  merely  bt '   '  ' 


'fo^' audi'"' ■■"""' 


lould  I  not  use  the  s 


Barnt 
ge  Ms 


Tush 


ml  bless  the 


good  food,  a — 

no  1— thou  haei  no  gull  in  Juhan  Avenel. 

"  H^  hath  gulled  and  cheated  himself,"  aaid  the 
preacher,  "should  he  even  incline  to  do  that  poor 
sharer  of  his  domestic  carea  the  imperfect  Juauoa 
that  remains  10  him.    Can  ha  now  raiee  her  to  Ihe 
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nak  of  ■  pun  and  uocODtaim 
hadepnTchis  cbild  of  the  mim 


bolbib 


rmik,  Ihe  a 


ron  1-Can ' 
g  birth  in  » 

I J  of  lawful 


(muched  and  buUihI  wilh  ■  atamwbich 
eBbrU  cannoi  enlirety  eflace.  Yet  render 
Bunn  of  Avenel,  render  ID  them  thit  [ale  i 
feci  juatica.  Bid  ma  bind  )^u  together  fo 
evleoraic  (he  day  of  your  bridal,  not  wilh  feaBiing  a 
woaMtl,  but  with  aoriow  for  paal  ain,  snd  the  reao 
lotion  to  commence  a  better  life.  Happy  then  will 
tha  chance  have  been  that  has  drawn  me  to  ihi 
da,  Ihongh  I  comedriTen  by  calamity,  and  unkm 
'  wbece  my  cpuna  ia  bounif,  like  a  leaf  travellii 
Aa  north  wind." 

The  plain,  and  even  coirae  features,  of  the  zaaloaa 
maker,  were  wartaed  at  once  and  entiobled  by  the 
dignity  of  bia  eclhiiaiaami  and  the  wild  Barnn,[s 
leM  U  he  WBa,  and  accualomed  to  apum  at  the  cl.. 
Iroi  whether  of  religious  or  moral  law,  felt,  for  Ihe 
Stat  time  perhapa  in  hia  life,  that  he 
Jeotionto  a  mind  miperior  ■-  ■-' 


ed,  therelbre,  hj 

'reach  lo  ua  qiirinul  liberty,  and  w.  ..„ „ 

on— Bui  we  will  give  no  way  to  apirilnal  boudaea.— 
lit,  therefore,  down,  and  pledge  ma  in  old  aack>  and 
re  will  talk  over  other  mailera." 

"II  ia/rom  apiriiual  bondajB,"  laid  the  praadier, 
a  tha  aame  lone  of  admonitory  reproof^  "ihai  1 
ame  lo  deliver  you— it  ia  from  a  bondage  motelnv- 
ul  than  (bat  of  the  heavieat  earthly  gyvea— it  ia  bom 
OUT  own  evil  paaaiona." 

"  Sit  down,  aaid  Avenel,  fiercely  ;  "  ait  down 
Chile  the  play  ia  good — etae  by  my  Eather'a  cnal  >ad 
ny  mo Iher'a  honour!" 

''  Now,"  whispered  Chiiatie  of  the  Clintbdl  to 
Balberl,     if  he  refuae  to  ail  down,  I  would  nolgivi 

gray  groat  for  hia  bead." 

^'Loi3  Baron,"  aaid  Warden,  "thou  haal  placed 
-       -    '  m  b&  wheibal 

maaded  to  ahm 


and  Buapended  in  hia  deliberai , 

anger  and  ahame,  yet  borne  dov 


ilSbi. 


dbeaeeobingcyeB,  g.       ..  , 

.-  hie  scat,  liH  at  length,  laying 

trembling  hand  on  hia  cloak,  >be  ventured  to  utte 
"O  noble  Julian,  lialeo  to  the  good  man  I" 

The  ^leech  and  the  motion  were  ili-llraed,  ac 
wrought  on  thai  proud  and  wayward  spirit  Ibe  n 
vecae  of  her  wiahw. 

Tbe  flerce  Baron  siarled  up  in  fiity,  exclaiming, 
"What!  thou  foolish  callel,  art  thou  confederat- 
with  Ihia  elrolling  vagabond,  whom  thou  haat  aee 
beard  me  in  mineown  halll  Hence  with  thee,  an 
think  that  I  am  pn>of  bolh  to  male  and  female  by 

liie  poor  giri  elarted  back,  aatounded  at  bis  vote 
of  thunder  and  looka  of  fury,  and,  turning  pale  a 
death,  endeavoured  lo  obey  hia  oniera,  and  tottered 
towarda  the  door.    Her  limbs  failed  in  lbs  attetiipl, 

her  sitoalion  miRht  have  rendered  fatal— The  blood 
gushed  from  herface. — Halberl  " 

tion,  aiarted  from  bia  seat,  and 

eword,  under  the  airong  impula, ,__..,„ 

tha  body  of  tbe  cruel  and  hard-hearted  ruman.  But 
CSirialie  of  the  Clinthill,  gueasing  hia  intention, 
threw    hia  arms  around   him,   and  prevented  him 

The  impiUae  to  aueh  a  dangeroua  act  of  violence 
waa  indeed  hui  momentary,  as  it  instantly  appeared 
that  Avenel  bimaelf,  shocked  al  tbe  etiecta  of  hia 
violence,  vraa  lifting  up  and  endeavouring  lo  aoothe 
in  hia  own  way  Ihe  terrified  Catherine. 

"PeaOB,"  be  said,  "prithee,  peace,  thou  ail 
-why.  Kale,  though  I  liaten  not  lo  (bia  iramping 
preacher,  1  said  not  what  might  happen  an  tbou  doat 
bear  me  a  stout  boy.  There— there^ry  ihy  teara— 
call  thy  woman.— So  ho!— where  he  these  queana 7- 
Chrisiie— Rowley— Hutcbeon— drag  Ihem  hither  by 
(he  hair  of  the  head!" 

A  half  doien  of  startled  wild- „   __ _ 

mahed  into  Ihe  room,  and  bore  ou(  her  who  might  be 
sitber  termed  their  mialrese  or  (heir  companion.  °' — 
ahowed  liiOe  sign  of  life,  except  by  groaning  fai 
and  keeping  her  hand  on  her  aide. 

No  sooner  had  this  luckU"  '  ~"  '" "" 


lo  ttn  praaehst,  who  atood  h( 
bebi-'-^- ■■  —'-■•  " 

jvai  meaning  '« 


ep  goblet 
mhiapt 


K'E, 


•!^i 


forth,  or  to  lose  Sa  lidii  of  this  world,  mj  cboica  ia 

-lade.     I  aar  to  thee.  Tike  the  Holy  Baptist  lo  Hini 

ia  not  lawful  for  thee  to  have  this  womani  and  I 

ly  it,,  (hough  bonds  and  death  be  the  conaequence. 

innlmg  my  life  as  nothing  in  comparison  of  tbt 

linistry  to  which  I  am  call^." 
Julian  Avenel,  enraged  at  ibe  fiimnena  of  (hia  ntij, 
Sung  from  hia  righl  nand  the  cup  io  which  hewai 
about  to  drink  to  nla  guest,  and  from  the  otbei  caat 
off  the  hawk,  which  flew  wildly  through  the  apart- 
ment. Hie  brat  motion  was  to  lay  hand  upon  bia 
dagger.  Bui,  changing  his  resolution,  he  eidaimed, 
"To  the  dungeon  wilh  this  insolenl  stroller  I—I  will 
hear  no  man  speak  a  word  for  him.— Look  lo  the 
falcon,  ChriaiitL  thou  fool— an  aba  escape.  I  will  d(s- 
pslch  you  alter  her  every  man— Away  with  thai  hypo- 
"''"U  dreamei^-drag  him  hence  if  he  resist !" 

waa  obeyed  in  both  points.    Christie  of  itia 

Ctinthitl  arrested  tha  hawk  a  flighl,  br  putting  hii 


H  her  fi 

.oHh^B'^ 

sparimeni  j< 

d  deapalcbing  oi 


Henry  Warden  was  led  ofl",  without  having  ahowa 
'healighloal  symptom  of  terror,  b] i-.i— d '. 

lalollitea.    Juimn  Avenel  walked 

if  hia  atiendanta  wilh  a  whispered  meaaase,  « 

Erobably  related  lo  the  health  of  the  uDiorti 
lathetine.  he  aaid  aloud,  "  The«  rash  and  nudi 
prieals — By  heaven  I  they  make  us  worse  thai 
should  be  without  them.  ♦ 


Chat.  XXV.) 


>[  Ihe  bt 


Ilia  mimr  mood,  Riid  lie  i 


Chrii 


ri-r-i 

'TDViring  .1 
engivte  nia 

fnciBue,  nnil  cTprtBsisi  „  .,  ^ 

ligiior  aironger  ihan  the  lieoilirr  nle.  n-hich  wna  ai 
tlmi  iinio  frisiuenily  used  at  meala.  Thus  every  effort 
It  joiiahiy  iTieil  ouay,  until  the  Bnran,  atriking  hi 
hand  agamsl  tlie  table,  ■>  if  impalienl  of  Ihelon 
UDhrakvn   ailcnct,  cried  out   aluud,  "  Whot.  ho!   m 


loapcak.    Ueat  eaten  wiihoui 
s  ill  of  digeaiion,— Louis,"  he 


roofof  the  hull,  then  dronkair  the  ham 
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nugli,  yet  n 


whniiniinKBuii 
Tite  aonfc  nidc  ai 


I  was,  had  in  il  that  warlike 
.1  present  the  chnrm  nf  min- 


prifiised  the  niofession  of  recniiiinp,  was  more  nt- 
•na  Chriailu  or  the  Cliiithill.     He  indeed  conducted 


Vk  bed.     But  before  mnllin«t  him,  Christie  loo*  w- 

ootaideof  ihc  winilow,  and  when  he  kfl  the  opart- 
niejK.  he  failed  nol  to  Rive  the  key  a  douhle  turn; 

pirt  from  the  Cnalle  of  AvencI  al  hia  own  time  and 
pleaiure.  He  judtfcd  il,  however,  moat  prudent  tc 
let  iheae  alarming  aymploma  paaa  wiihoui  obasrva' 

No  iuoner  did  he  find  himself  in  undiaturtwd  >o1i- 
n^  than  he  ran  rapidly  over  the  evcnis  of  the  day 
in  hia  recollection,  and  to  hia  aurpnae  found  thai  hr- 
own  precarious  fate,  and  even  (he  death  of  Pierc; 
Shifton,  made  less  imprcsiion  on  him  than  the  air 
pihirlybold  and  determined  conduct  of  hia  coinpi 
nion,  Henry  Warden.  Providence,  which  auila  n 
iastmnients  to  the  end  tliey  are  Co  achieve,  ho 


Su  III.  Bribr,  a  n 


rBiheahon>_        _ 

V,  but   il  roiiiirea  the  voice  of  ihi 
the  bouHhs  of  the  oak; 


OwiiiHio  thew 


ichoo 


he  oaki  and,  accordingly, 
.,  V^*  '.""l*  'HF-  "■«''  ™"°- 
breii  ill  adapted,  but  iney  were  aiip- 
I  in  'heir  niiaaion  to  the  rude  people 


. -- -..  placed  in  full  posseesiun  of 

was  uncompromising,  firm,  manly,  and  uhviuuair 
grounded  upon  the  dtrepcat  conviction  which  duty  and 
principle  could  allbnii  and  Glcnditining,  who  had 
viewed  the  conduct  of  Avenel  wiih  the  dwrpeet  ab- 

old  man,  who  had  ventured  Vi(b  raiher  than  wUhhoTd 


to  pull  1, 
rvliKion 


of  ail   aeifiah  feelings,  and  a  combination  of  every 
aneray  proper  to  iha  human  mind,  to  diacbargc  lbs 

Halberl  waaal  the  period  when  youlh  la  most  open 
,  and  knows  t       " 


ciate  tbeni  in  uthcra,  and  be  fvli.  attboug 
mingled  with 


pulse  ivas  now  tnierBtlnfi  in  favour  of  a  pua'r  ri-li- 
glon,  with  one  of  whi>!>e  Btcadicafvotarica  the  youlh 
bad  now  mci  for  the  ftral  time. 

The  aciiae  Ibat  be  himself  was  a  prisoner,  under 
ihe  powiT  of  thia  •avone  chiennin,  by  no  nicnna  di- 
minVahed  Halberl's  inlercal  in  the  late  of  hia  fellow- 
aufTeret,  while  he  ilelennintd  ■!  the  •oinc  time  au  far 
to  cmiilnte  hiaforlilude,  thai  neilhcr  ihreala  iior  siif- 
ferinR  should  comnil  him  1o  enter  into  ihc  service  of 
Bitch  0  maater.  The  poiaibility  ot  escape  ncJil  oc- 
curTntiohim,and  tbniich  with  mtio  hope  of  cDeclinK 
il  111  that  way,  Glcndtnning  procccdul  lo  einmiite 
mors  particularly-  the  window  of  the  npnrlnient. 
Thia  apartment  waa  siinated  in  iho  first  slury  of  tha 
caatlc  and  was  not  so  far  from  the  rock  en  whii-h  it 
was  foimdcd,  hut  ihal  sn  ariive  aitd  boM  man  niiglit 
with  little  aasiaiance  descend  to  a  abclf  nf  the  rork 
which  waa  immcdiaidy  below  ihe  window,  nnd  from 
thence  rilhcr  leap  or  drop  himsclrdown  mlo  ihc  lake 
which  lay  below  his  eye,  clear  bikI  blue  in  (he  placid 
lightofanillsiimme/amaon.— "  Wcrclnnccnlnced 
on  that  ledge,"  Iboughl  GlcndinninR,  "Julian  Avenel 
nnd  Chrislie  had  seen  ihc  lost  of  me."  The  siie  ot 
iha  window  favoured  such  an  attampl,  but  theaianch- 
cona  or  iron  bora  seemed  to  form  ai 
obstacle. 
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Whila  Hilberl  Olendmning  K»sd  ircini  tbewin- 
ilh  Ihil  eagemBea  of  hope  which  wBspiarnplot 
ofKiechanii-  ■  ■-      ■  - 


iuld  u 


CBURht  » 


„ from  below,  and  hBdning  with  mt 

tion,  he  could  disiinRuiah  the  voice  of  the  prenrhcr 
•ngiged  in  hia  Nlittrr  deioiiona.  To  open  a  correa- 
poodencqwithbim  became  I Tnmediatelyhia  object,  and 
failing  to  do  ao  by  leu  marked  sounds,  he  al  lenRth 
irenlured  to  apeak,  and  was  snawered  from  beneath 
.—"la  illhou,  mynnr'    The  voiea  of  the  priaoner 

now  nmnded  more  distincily  iban  wher   * " — 

heanl,  fai  Warden  had  approachai  the  an 
which,  aerrinji  hia  priaon  for  a  window, 
bolwixt  the  wall  and  the  rock,  and  adntii 
porlioa  of  lifihl  through  a  wail  of  immen 
This  loupiraiV  being  placed  exactly  uDc 

window,  the  contittuity  p*miitt(ii  the  , — 

converse  in  a  low  tons,  wheti  Halbeti  declared  his 
btenlion  to  eacope,  and  the  poasibilily  he  aaw  of 
■chioving  his  piitpose,  but  for  the  iron  atancheona 
of  the  window—"  Piovo  ihj  elrrnnth,  my  son,  in  the 
naniB  at  Ood  I"  aald  Ihe  oreacher.  Halbert  obeyed 
him  more  in  despair  than  hope,  but  lo  his  arcai  asio- 
nishmenl  and  son>ewbat  to  his  terror,  the  bar  parted 
■Bundei  near  the  bottom,  and  ihc  lonecr  part  beinR 
easily  beni  outwardi  and  not  aecuiHTwilh  lead  in 
Ihe  upper  sockel,  dropi  out  into  Halben's  hand.  He 
immedialeir  wliispertd,  but  as  energetically  as  a 
whisper  could  be  expressed— "By  Heaven,   ihc  bar 

"Thanh  Heaven 'mv  son,  instend  of  awearing  by 
It,"  answered  Warden  from  hia  dungeon. 

With  little  effort  Halberl  Olendinning  forced 

•elf  through  Ihe  openinR  ihua  wondemlty  olTccled, 
and  using  his  leolhem  sword-bell  as  a  rope  to  assia' 
him.  lei  himsciraafdydropon  the  shelf  of  rock  upor 
which  Ihe  preacber'swindow  opened.  Bui  througt 
this  no  passage  could  be  efTecIed.  being  acaree  la^ei 
than  a  loophole  for  musketry,  and  apparently  con. 

"  Arc  there  no  meant  by  which  I  can  assist  jroul 
•scape,  my  father?"  aaid  Halbert. 

"There  are  none,  myaon."  answered  the  preacher 
■"   -  "   ■■         ■'■  a  my  safety,  ihal  may  bo  ir 


""XfJ 


ill  labour  earnestlv  Gir  it, 


way  ihou  will  meet  n  body  of  hoi 
wards— Give  this  to  iheir  leader 
e  in  wliich  Ihou  ' 


marehmif  sonth- 
nd  Bcnuaini  him 

—  — . -     _- _ me.    It  may  hap 

lhal  thy  doing  so  will  advoninpe  Ihyself." 

In  a  minute  or  two  the  light  of  a  taper  gleamed 
throogh  ihe  ahot-hoto,  and  very  shortly  after,  ihe 
Drencher,  wiih  ihe  aasisluncc  or  his  staffj  pushed  a 
billei  to  Olendinning  ihrDugh  the  window. 
"'God  bleasihee,  my  son,  said  ihe  old  man,  "and 
complete  the  marvclloUB  work  which  Hehalhb^un!" 

"  Amen !"  answered  Halbert,  with  aolcmnily,  and 
proceeded  on  his  enterprise. 

He  hesitated  a  momenl  whether  he  should  atlcmpt 
to  descend  lo  the  edge  of  the  WBierg  but  the  ateep- 
ness  of  the  rock,  not  withstanding  Ihe  cleaniess  i^  f  hs 
night,  rendered  tho  cnlerprisc  too  dnngcmus.  He 
clasped  his  hands  above  hia  liead,  aitd  boldly  a[Hung 


S 


long-bi 


hen  he  landed  and 
.- ,  .._  — ;d  observe  that  the 

Siarm  had  been  given,  for  lights  gtanced  from  win- 
ow  to  window,  and  he  heard  the  drawbridge  lower- 
M,  and  the  tread  of  horses'  feel  upon  Ihe  causewny. 
Bui,  little  alarmed  for  the  cansequence  of  a  purtuil 
during  the  dsrkneas,  he  wiling  the  water  from  his 
dreas,  and,  plunging  into  the  moors,  directed  hia 
course  to  the  north-east  by  tba  aasislance  of  the 


CHAPTER    XXVI. 

Cmtir'if  Entn. 

The  course  of  our  alory,  leaving  for  the  prewnl  Hal- 
en  Glendinning  10  the  guidance  of  hie  counge  and 
ia  fortune,  returns  to  the  Tower  of  Glendeai^,  where 
latlers  in  Ihe  meanwhile  fell  out,  with  which  it  ii 
tost  tilting  thai  ihe  reader  should  be  acquainted. 

Tho  mealwna  prepared  at  noontide  with  all  iheiwi 
ihich  Elspclh  and  Tibb,  assisted  by  Ihe  various  ae- 
ommodaiiona  which  had  been  auppUed  from  the  SIo- 
asleiy,  could  bestow  on  it.  Their  dialogue  nir  •« 
s  usual  in  Ihe  intervals  of  their  labour,  paiity  ai 


fi'";;'. 


[.aniy  as  msintsioed  bj 


«f!U. 


1  good-for- nothing 

11c,— Hij  "im  nic  iiBujiiiK  uirds"  neats,  child.— 
Tibb,  this  is  a  fashcous  job,  this  Sir  Piercie  lyipa 
with  us  UD  hero,  and  wha  kens  for  how  lan«r 
isheous  job,  indeed,"  answered  her  fsithliir at- 

;,  "  and  little  good  did  the  nami;  ever  bring  to 

fair  Scotland.  Ye  may  have  your  hands  fullerof  them 
than  they  arc  yet- Monya  seir  heart  have  the  PierciM 

Sven  to  Scots  wife  and  bairns  with  their  pricking  on 
e  Borders.  There  was  Hotspur,  and  many  more  of 
that  bloody  kindred,  have  sate  in  our  akirta  auiee  Hil- 
colm'a  time,  as  Martin  saysl" 

"  Martin  should  keep  a  weel-scrapii  tonsoe  in  hia 
head,"  said  Ebpeth,  "and  not  slander  the  kin  of  any 
body  I  bat  quarters  BtOIendearsi  forby,  that  SirPier- 
cie  Shafton  is  much  reepected  wilh  the  holy  fallwra 
of  the  community,  and  tney  will  make  up  to  ua  on) 
fosherie  that  we  may  have  with  him,  either  by  good 
word  or  good  deed,  I  se  warrant  ihnn.  He  is  a  con- 
siderate lord  the  hari  Abbot." 

"  And  weel  he  likes  a  eaR  scat  to  his  hiitdiT  etid," 
said  Tibb:  "I  have  seen  a  belted  baron  ail  on  a  ban 
bench,  and  find  naefauil.  But  an  ye  are  pleased,  mia- 

"  Now,  in  good  time,  here  comes  Slysie  of  the  MilL 
—And  where  hae  ye  been,  lass,  for  a'a  gane  wraoB 
without  you?"  said  P.lspeth. 

"I  Just  gaed  a  blink  up  the  bum,"  saidMysie,  "far 
the  young  lady  has  been  down  on  her  bed,  and  ia  IM 
juBi  that  weel— So  I  gaed  a  glilT  up  Ihe  bum." 

"  To  ace  the  young  lada  come  hame  frae  the  aport, 
I  will  warrant  you^'  said  Elspeih.    "Ay,  ay,  Tibh, 

,li_.i_  .1 !..   .(njng  fj,]|(  gujdouj^  Tibbie— leava 

ui  ind  out  to  ihe  play  thenieella." 

at,  mistress,"  aaid  the  Maid  of  tha 
N  round  pretty  arms,  nnd  looking 

o<  humourcdly  about  her  for  soma 

di  I  discharge,  "but  just— I  Ihousbt 

yi  n  if  they  were  coming  back,  jual 

lught  of  them,  then  1"  demanded 

B 

okening,"  said  Hyaie,  "ihonrii  I 

El  knowB,  and  though  the  Eiigliah 
'hits  feather  could  have  been  seen 
01  in  the  Shaw." 

-- r. —   -hite  feather!"  said  dame  aiendin- 

mng; "  ye  area  aillie  hempic— my  Halbert'a  high  hral 
will  be  acen  briber  than  bis  feather,  let  it  be  as  whits 

Hysie  made  no  (nswcr,  but  began  to  knead  dotuh 
for  WHSIel-cake  with  uU  despatch,  observing  lhal  8a 
Pierciehad  partaken  of  that  dainty,  and  commended 
it  upon  the  preceding  day.  And  presently,  in  order  to 
place  on  the  fire  tlie  girdle  or  iron  plsie  on  which 
these  caics  were  to  be  baked,  she  displaced  a  aiew- 
pnn  in  which  someof  Tibb'a  delicacies  were  aubmil- 
ted  to  Ihe  action  of  the  kitchen  fire.  Tibb  muttered 
betwjit  her  teeth— "And  it  is  the  broth  for  my  aick 
bairn,  ihnt  maun  make  room  for  thedainty  Southron's 
waslet-breadl  It  was  a  blithe  time  in  Wighi  Wal- 
lace's day,  or  good  King  Robert's,  when  the  pock- 
Buddinga  gat  naeihing  here  but  bald  airaiks  and 
loody  crowns.  But  we  will  see  bow  it  will  a'  end." 
Elspethdid  not  ihinkit  iRoper  to  nouca  these  ili»- 
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MBtfl^tad  9S9fomoamo£  Tibbit,  tet  ih«y  mmk  into 
hat  mind;  far  she  was  apt  to  conaider  her  as  a  aort 
of  authority  in  matteraof  war  and  policy,  with  whi<^ 
her  former  eiperience  as  bower-woman  at  Avenel 
Caatk  made  ner  better  acquainted  than  were  the 
peaeefiil  inhabUanttf  of  the  Halidome.  She  only 
apoke.  however,  to  ezpreaa  her  aurpriae  that  the  hunt- 
era  did  not  return. 

"  And  thmr  come  not  back  the  aooner,"  aaid  Tibb, 
"they  will  fare  the  waur,  for. the  meat  will  be  loaat- 
ed  to  a  cinder— and  there  ia  poor  Simmie  that  can 
turn  the  apit  nae  langer :  the  bairn  ia  meking  like  an 
icicle  in  warm  water— Gang  awa,  bairn,  ana  take  a 
mouthfol  of  the  caller  air,  and  I  will  turn  the  broach 
till  ye  come  back." 

'*  Rin  uD  to  the  bartizan  at  the  tower  head,  cal- 
lant,"  aaid  Dame  Glendinning,  '*  the  air  will  be  cal- 
krer  there  than  ony  gate  elae,  and  bring  ua  woid  if 
w^Halbart  and  the  gentleman  are  coming  down  the 

Ttke  boy  lingered  long  enoogh  to  allow  hia  aubati- 
tiae,  Tibb  Tadket,  heartily  to  tire  of  her  own  gene- 
roaity^^d  of  hia  cricket-atool  by  the  aide  of  a  ni»e 
fireL  He  at  length  returned  with  the  newa  that  he 
had  aeen  nobody. 

'Hie  matter  waa  not  remarkable  ao  ff  r  aa  Halbert 
CHeodinning  waa  concerned,  for,  patient  alike  of  want 
and  of  fatigue,  it  waa  no  uncommon  cireumatance 
for  him  to  remain  in  the  wilda  till  curfew  time.  But 
nobody  had  given  Sir  Piercie  Shaflon  credit  for  be- 
ing BO  keen  a  aportaman,  and  the  idea  of  an  Engliah- 
maa  preferring  the,  chaae  to  hia  dinner  waa  altoge- 
ther inoonaiatent  with  thdr  pre-conceptiona  of  the  na- 
tional ohareeter.  Amidat  wondering  and  conjectur- 
ing, the  uaoal  dinner-hour  jpaaaed  bng  awav ;  and 
the  inmatee  of  the  tower,  taking  a  haaty  meai  them- 
aelvea,  acyoumed  their  more  aolenui  preparationa  un- 
til the  huntera*  return  at  ni^t,  aince  it  aeemed  now 
certain  that  their  aport  had  either  carried  them  to  a 
neater  diatanoe,  or  engaged  them  for  a  longer  time; 
man  had  been  expected. 

About  four  houra  after  noon,  arrived,  not  the  ez- 
Mcted  aportamen,  but  an  unlooked-for  viaitant,  the 
Sub-Prior  from  the  Monaatery.  The  acene  of  the 
precediag  day  had  dwelt  on  the  mind  of  Father 
Euatace,  who  waa  of  that  keen  and  penetrating  caet 
of  character  which  lovea  not  to  leave  unascertained 
whatever  of  myaterioua  ia  aubjected  to  hia  inquiry. 
His  kindnesa  waa  interested  in  the  familv  of  6len- 
dmra,  which  he  had  now  known  for  a  long  time; 
and  besides,  the  community  waa  interested  in  the  pre- 
aervation  of  the  peace  betwixt  Sir  Piercie  Shanon 
and  hia  youthful  host,  since  whatever  might  draw 
.  public  attention  on  the  former,  could  not  nil  to  be 
prejudicial  to  the  Monastery,  which  was  already 
threatened  bv  the  hand  of  power.  He  found  the  fami- 
ly aasemblea  all  but  Mary  Avenel,  and  was  informed 
that  Halbert  GHendinning  had  accompanied  the  stran- 
ger on  a  dav's  sport.  So  far  waa  welL  They  had 
not  letumea ;  but  when  did  youth  and  sport  conceive 
themselves  bound  by  set  hours?  and  the  circumstance 
excited  no  alarm  in  his  mind. 

While  he  was  conversing  with  Edward  Qlendin- 
ning  touching  his  progress  in  the. studies  he  had 
pointed  out  to  him,  they  were  startled  by  a  shriek 
nom  Mary  Avenel' a  apartment,  which  drew  the 
whole  family  thi^er  in  headlong  haste.  Thev  found 
her  in  a  swoon  in  the  arms  of  old  Martin,  wno  waa 
bitterly  accunng  himaelf  of  having  killed  her ;  so 
indeed  it  seemed,  for  her  pale  features  and  cloaed 
eyea  argued  rather  a  dead  corpse  than  a  living  person. 
The  wlK>le  family  were  inatantly  in  tumult  Snatch- 
ing her  from  Martin' a  arms  with  the  eagerness  of 
aroctionate  terror,  Edward  bore  her  to  the  caaement, 
that  she  might  receive  the  influence  of  the  o^en  air  : 
the  Siib-Pnor,  who,  like  many  of  bis  profession,  had 
'    some  knowledge  of  medicine,  hastened  to  prescribe 

the  readiest  remedies  which  occurred  to  him,  and  the 
tamfied  females  contended  with,  and  impeded  each 
c^er,  in  their  rival  efforta  to  be  useful. 
"  It  has  been  ane  of  her  weary  ghaiata,"  aaid  Dame 


"It's  soiiM  iH  naws  haaoome  ower  her,"  said  the 
miller  a  maiden;  while  burnt  feathera,  cold  water, 
and  aU  the  uaual  meana  of  reatoring  auipended  ant- 
naation,  were  employed  alternately,  and  with  little 


**  It'a  Juat  a  trembling  on  her  apirita,  aa  her  blesaed 
nother  used  to  have,"  aaid  Tibb. 


At  length  a  new  aaaiatant,  who  had  joined  the 
groiip  unobaerved,  tendered  his  aid  in  the  following 
terms  ^-"  How  is  this,  my  most  fair  Discretion  7 
What  cauae  hath  moved  the  ruby  current  of  life  to 
rush  back  to  the  citadel  of  the  heart,  leavmg  pida 
thoae  featurea  in  which  it  ahould  have  delighted  to 
meander  for  ever?— Let  me  approach  her,"  ne  said, 
"with  this  sovereign  essence,  distilled  by  the  fair 
hands  of  the  divine  Urania,  and  powerful  to  recall 
fugitive  life,  even  if  it  were  trembling  on  the  verge  of 
d»arture." 

Thua  apeaking.  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  knelt  down, 
and  moat  gracetully  preaented  to  the  noatrila  of  Mary 
Avenel  a  silver  pounoet-box,  exquisitely  chaaed,  con- 
taining a  sponge  dipt  in  the  essence  which  he  recom- 
mended so  highly.  Yes,  jgentle  reader,  it  waa  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton  himaelf  who  thua  unexpectedly  prof- 
fered hia  good  officea  I  hia  cheeka,  indeed,  very  pale 
and  eome  part  of  his  dress  suined  with  blood,  but 
not  otherwise  appearing  difierent  from  what  he  waa 
on  the  preceding  evraiing.  But  no  aooner  had  Mary 
Avenel  opened  her  eyea,  and  fixed  them  on  the  figure 
of  the  omcioua  courtier,  than  ahe  acreamed  faintly, 
and  exclaimed,—**  Secure  the  murderer  I" 

Those  present  stood  aghaat  with  aatoniahment, 
and  none  more  ao  than  the  Euphuist,  who  found  him- 
self so  suddenly  and  ao  atran^y  accuaed  by  the  pa- 
tient whom  he  waa  endeavouring  to  aoccour,  and  who 
repelled  hia  attempta  to  yidd  her  asaistance  with  all 
the  energy  of  abhorrence. 

"  Take  him  away !"  ahe  exdaimed—**  take  away 
the  murderer  !" 

"  Now,  by  my  knighthood,"  answered  Sir  Piercie. 
"  your  lovely  feculties  either  of  mind  or  body  are,  O 
my  moat  fair  Discretion,  obnubilated  bv  aome  atrangs 
hallucination  !  For  either  your  eyes  do  not  diacem 
that  it  is  Piercie  Shafton,  your  most  devoted  Afla- 
bjUty,  who  now  standa  before  you,  or  elae,  your  eyea 
diaceming  truly,  your  mind  has  most  erroneously 
conchidea  that  he  baa  been  guilty  of  aome  delict  or 
violence  to  which  hia  hand  ia  a  stranger.  No  mur- 
der, O  most  scornful  Discretion,  hath  been  thia  day 
done,  aaving  but  that  which  your  angry  glances  are 
now  performing  on  your  most  devoted  captive." 

He  was  here  interrupted  by  the  Sub-Prior,  who 
had,  in  the  meantime,  been  apeaking  with  Martin 
apart,  and  had  received  from  him  an  account  of  the 
circumstances,  which,  auddenly  communicated  to 
Mary  Avenel,  had  thrown  her  into  this  state.  "  Sir 
KnighL*'  said  the  Sub-Prior,  in  a  very  aolemn  tone, 
yet  with  some  hesitation,  **  circumatancea  have  been 
communicated  to  us  of  a  nature  so  extraordinary, 
that,  reluctant  as  I  am  to  exercise  such  authority  over 
a  guest  of  our  venerable  community,  1  am  constrained 
to  request  from  you  an  explanation  of  them.  You  lefll 
this  tower  early  in  the  morning,  accompanied  bv  a 
youth,  Halbert  Glendinning,  the  eldeat  aon  of  thia 
good  dame,  and  you  return  hither  writhout  him. 
Where,  and  at  what  hour,  dki  you  part  company 
from  him  7" 

The  English  knight  pauaed  for  a  moment,  and  then 
replied,—"  I  marvel  that  your  reverence  employs  so 
grave  a  tone  to  enforce  so  light  a  question.  I  parted 
with  the  villagio  whom  you  call  Halbert  Qlendmning 
some  hour  or  twain  after  sunrise." 

"  And  at  what  place,  I  pray  you  1"  said  the  monk. 

"In  a  deep  ravine,  where  a  fountain  t'laea  at  the 
base  of  a  huge  rock :  an  earth-bom  Titan,  which 
heaveth  up  its  gray  head,  even  aa" 

"  Spare  ua  farther  description,"  said  the  Sub-Prior ; 
"  we  Know  the  spot  But  that  youth  hath  not  since 
been  heard  o^  and  it  will  fall  on  you  to  account  for 
him." 

"  My  bairn !  my  bairn !"  exclaimed  Dame  Gnen- 
dinning.  "  Yea,  holy  father,  make  the  villain  account 
for  my  bairn  I"  ,^    ^      ,       ,  , 

"  I  awear.  good  woman,  by  bread  and  by  water, 
which  are  the  props  of  our  life^* 

"  Swear  by  wine  and  wastel-bread,  for  thass  are 
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the  proM  of  Hky  life,  thou  greedf  Soachioii  f*  mid 
Dame  Glendinoioff  :—**  a  (mm  beUjr-flod,  to  oomo  here 
to  eat  the  boat,  and  practise  on  oor  uvea  that  give  it 

to  him!" 

"  I  teW  thee,  woman,"  aaid  Sir  Piercie  Sbaftoo, 
**  I  did  bat  go  with  thy  aoo  to  the  hooting." 

"  A  black  hunting  it  haa  been  to  him,  poor  bairn,** 
replied  Tibb;  *'  ana  aae  I  said  it  wad  prore  ainoe  I 
first  saw  the  false  Southron  anout  of  thee.  Little 
good  cornea  of  a  Piercie's  hunting,  from  Chery  Chace 
till  now.'* 

''  Be  silent,  woman.**  said  the  Sob-Prior,  "and  rail 
not  upon  the  Engliah  kniij^t ;  we  do  not  yet  know 
of  any  thing  beyond  suspicion." 

**We  wiU  have  hia  heart'a  blood  f*  aaid  Dame 
Olendinning;  and,  aeconded  by  the  faithful  Tibbie, 
she  made  aucb  a  audden  onslaught  on  the  unlucky 
Euphuist,  as  must  have  terminated  in  aomething 
aenous,  had  not  the  monk,  aided  by  Nysie  Hspper. 
interuosed  to  protect  him  from  their  fury.  Edward 
had  left  the  apartment  the  inatant  the  disturbance 
broke  out,  and  now  entered,  sword  in  hand,  followed 
by  Martin  and  Jasper,  the  one  having  a  himting-ipear 
in  his  hand,  the  other  a  croas-bow. 

"  Keep  the  door,"  he  aaid,  to  hia  two  attendants ; 
"  shout  him  or  stab  him  without  mercy,  should  he 
attempt  to  break  forth;  if  he  oSen  an  eacape,  by 
Heaven  he  ahall  diel" 

"  How  now,  Edward,"  aaid  the  Sub-Prior;  "bow 
is  this  that  you  eo  far  forget  youraelf?  meditating 
violence  to  a  guest,  and  in  my  preaence,  who  rq>r»> 
sent  your  liege  lord?" 

Edward  atepped  forward  with  hia  drawn  sword 
in  his  band.  **  Pardon  me,  reverend  fatha",'*  he 
said,  "  but  in  this  matter  the  voice  of  nature  speake 
louder  and  stronger  than  yours.  I  turn  my  sword's 
point  against  this  proud  man,  and  I  demand  of  him 
the  blood  of  my  brother— the  blood  of  my  father's 
son— of  Uie  heir  of  our  name  I  If  he  denies  to  give 
me  a  true  account  of  him,  be  shall  not  deny  me 
▼engennce." 

Embarrasaed  aa  he  was.  Sir  Piercie  Shafton 
showed  no  personal  fear.  Put  up  thy  sword,"  he 
said.  '*  young  man ;  not  in  the  aame  dav  doea  Pier- 
cie Shafton  contend  with  two  peasanta.* 

"Hear  him!  he  confeasea  the  deed,  holy  father," 
said  Edward. 

**  Bo  patient,  mv  son,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  en- 
deavounng.to  aootne  the  feelings  which  he  could  not 
otherwise  control,  "be  patient — thou  wilt  attain  the 
ends  of  justice  better  through  my  means  than  thine 
own  violence — And  you.  women,  be  silent— Tibb, 
remove  your  mistress  ana  Mary  AvmeL" 

While  Tibb,  with  the  assistance  of  the  other  fenialea 
of  the  household,  bore  the  poor  mother  and  Mary  Ave- 
nel  into  separate  apartments,  and  while  Edward,  still 
keeping  bis  sword  in  his  hand,  ha^^tily  traversed  the 
room,  as  if  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  Sir  Piercie 
Shaftoii's  escape,  the  Sub-Prior  insisted  upon  know- 
ing from  the  peiplexed  knight  the  particulnrs  which 
he  knew  respecting  Halbert  Glendenning.  His  situa- 
tion became  extremely  embarrassing,  for  what  he 
might  with  safety  have  told  of  the  issue  of  their  com- 
bat was  so  revolting  to  bis  pride,  that  he  could  not 
brin({  himself  to  enter  into  the  detail;  and  of  Hal- 
bert'a  actual  fate  he  knew,  as  the  reader  is  well 
aware,  nbaolutely  nothing. 

The  Father  in  the  meanwhile  preaaed  him  with  re- 
monstrAncea,  and  prayed  him  to  observe,  he  would 
greatly  pre)u>l ice  himself  by  declining  to  give  a  full 
account  of  the  iranaactiona  of  the  day.  "You  can- 
not deny,"  he  said.  "  that  yesterday  you  seemed  to 
take  the  most  violent  offence  at  thia  unfortunate 
youth ;  and  that  you  suppressed  your  resentment 
so  suddenly  as  to  impress  us  all  witn  surprise.  I.ast 
niffht  you  proposed  to  him  this  day'a  hunting  party, 
and  you  aet  out  together  by  break  of  day.  You 
parted,  you  said,  at  the  fountain  near  the  rock,  about 
an  hour  or  twain  after  aunriae,  and  it  appcara  that 
before  you  parted  you  had  been  at  strife  together. 

"I.Mid  not  so,*^  replied  the  knight.  "Here  is  a 
coil  indtfxl  about  the  absence  of  a  rustical  bonds- 
man, who.  I  dare  aav,  hath  gone  off  (if  he  be  gone) 
to  jom  the  neit  raacally  band  of  freebootara  1    Ye  ask 


me,  a  kni^t  of  the  PierciePs  fineaa^  to  aeeomt  fsr 
soch  an  insi^ificent  fugitive,  and  I  enewer^—lei  me 
know  the  price  of  bis  bead,  and  I  will  pay  ic  to  foor 
convent  treasurer." 

*'  Yon  admit,  then,  that  jpa  have  tAmka  mj  bro- 
ther Y'  aaid  Edward,  interfierin^  once  more ;  "  1  wifl 
preaently  abow  you  at  what  pnee  we  Scots  rate  the 
lives  of  our  friends  !** 

"  Peace,  Edward,  peace— I  entreat— I  comnMnd 
thee?"  aaid  the  Sob-Pnor;  "And  yoo.  Sir  Knight, 
think  better  of  na  than  to  soppoee  yon  may  apeod 
Scottish  blood,  and  reckon  for  it  aa  tor  wine  aput  m 
a  drunken  revet  This  youth  waa  no  bondsman— thoa 
well  knoweet,  that  in  thine  own  land  thon  badst  not 
dared  to  lift  thy  aword  against  the  meeneat  aofaject 
of  Englsnd,  bat  her  laws  would  have  called  thee  to 
anawer  for  the  deed.  Do  not  hope  it  will  be  otfacr- 
wiae  here,  for  you  will  but  deceive  yourself.** 

"  Yoo  drive  roe  beyond  my  patience,"  said  the  En- 
phuiat,  "  even  as  the  over-dnven  ox  is  nrged  into 
madneae !— What  can  I  tell  yon  of  a  young  fieUow 
whom  I  have  not  aeen  aince  the  aecoiid  boor  sAer 
sunrise?'* 

"  But  can  you  explain  in  what  drcnmstaiieee  yoa 
parted  with  him  ?*'  said  the  monk. 

"  What  are  the  circumstancea,  in  the  devil's  name^ 
which  you  deaire  should  be  explained  ?— for  although 
I  proteet  against  this  constraint  as  aUke  unworthy 
and  inhospitable,  yet  would  I  wilUngly  end  thia  fray, 
provided  that  by  words  it  may  be  ended,**  aaid  the 

'^f  these  end  it  not.'*  said  Edward.  "  blows  ab^ 
and  that  full  speedily.*' 

" Peace,  impatient  boy  f*  said  the  Sub-Prior;  "and 
do  you.  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  acquaint  me  why  the 
ground  is  bloody  by  the  verge  of  the  fountain  in  Corri* 
nan-shian,  where,  as  you  aay  yourself,  you  parted  from 
Halbert  Olendinning?" 

Resolute  not  to  avow  his  defeat  if  poasibly  he  could 
avoi  i  it,  the  knight  answered,  in  a  haughw  tone,  that 
he  supposed  it  wss  no  unusual  thing  to  nnd  the  turf 
bloody  where  huntera  had  alain  a  de^. 

'*  And  did  you  bury  your  game  as  well  aa  kill  itT' 
inquired  the  monk.  "We  must  know  from  you  who 
is  the  tenant  of  that  grave,  that  newly-macb  greve^ 
beside  the  very  fountain  whose  margin  is  ao  deeply 
crimaoned  with  blood  ?— Thou  aeest  thon  canst  not 
evade  me;  therefore  be  ingenuoua.  and  tdl  ua  the 
fate  of  this  unhappy  youth,  whoae  body  ia  doubtleas 
lying  under  that  bloody  turf." 

,"  If  it  be,"  said  Sir  Piercie,  "  they  muat  have  buried 
him  alive ;  for  I  swear  to  thee,  reverend  fritli^,  that 
thia  rustic  juvenal  parted  from  me  in  pMfect  health. 
Let  the  grave  be  searched,  and  if  his  body  be  found, 
then  deal  with  me  as  ye  list." 

"  It  is  not  my  sphere  to  determine  thy  fate.  Sir 
Knight,  but  that  or  the  Lord  Abbot,  ana  the  right 
reverend  Chapter.  It  ia  but  my  duty  to  collect  aocb 
information  as  msy  best  possess  their  wisdom  with 
the  matters  which  have  chanced." 

"  Might  I  presume  so  far.  reverend  father,**  aaid  the 
knight,  "  I  should  wish  to  know  the  author  and  evi- 
dence of  all  theae  suspicions,  so  unfoundedly  ui^^ 
against  me?" 

,"  It  is  soon  told,"  said  the  Sub-Prior ;  "  nor  do  I 
wish  to  disguise  it,  if  it  can  avail  you  in  your  defence. 
Thia  maiden,  Mary  Avenel,  apprehending -that  you 
nourished  malice  against  her  foster-brother  under  a 
friendly  hrow,  did  advisedly  send  up  the  old  man, 
Martin  Tacket,  to  follow  your  footsteps,  and  to  pre- 
vent mischief.  But  it  seems  that  your  evil  pasaiona 
had  outnin  precaution ;  for  when  he  came  to  the  spot, 
niided  by  your  foouteps  upon  the  dew,  he  found  but 
the  bloody  turf  and  the  new-covered  grave;  and  af- 
ter long  and  vain  search  through  the  wilds  after  Hal- 
bert and  yourself,  he  brought  back  the  aorrowfial 
news  to  her  who  had  sent  him." 

"Saw  he  not  my  doublet,  I  pray  you?'*  aaid  Sir 
Piercie;  "for  when  I  came  to  myself,  I  found  thst  I 
was  wrapped  in  my  cloak,  but  without  my  under  gar- 
ment, as  your  reverence  may  observe.*' 

So  saying,  he  opened  hia  cloak,  forgetting,  with 
his  charactenatical  inconsistency,  thatbe  ehowedbis 
shirt  Btaioed  with  blood. 
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How  1  crufll  nan,*'  said  the  monk^  when  he  ob- 
lenred  this  confirmation  of  bis  suspicions ;  "  wilt 
tboo  deny  the  guilt,  even  while  thou  bearest  on  thy 
person  the  bloM  thou  bast  shed?— Wilt  thou  longer 
deny  that  thy  rash  hand  has  robbed  a  mother  of  a  aon. 
oar  community  of  a  ▼assal,  the  Queen  of  Scotland 
of  a  li^ge  subject  7  and  what  canst  thou  exnect.  but 
that,  at  the  least,  we  deliver  thee  op  to  England,  as 
undeacTfing  our  farther  protection  T* 

"  By  the  Saints  1"  said  the  knisi[ht,  now  driven  to  ex- 
tremity, ^  if  this  blood  be  the  witness  against  me,  it 
is  bat  rebel  blood,  since  this  morning  at  sunrise  it 
flowed  within  my  own  veins." 

**How  were  that  possible,  Sir  Piercie  Shafton," 
nid  the  monk,  "  since  I  see  no  wound  from  whence 
it  can  hare  flowed  f 

**  That,"  said  the  knight,  "  is  the  most  myaterious 
part  of  the  tranaaction— See  here !" 

So  aasring,  he  undid  his  shirt  collar,  and  opening 
his  boaom.  showed  the  spot  throu/;h  which  Halbert's 
tword  baa  passed,  but  already  cicatrixed.  and  bear- 
ing the  appearance  of  a  wound  latelv  healed. 

^This  exhausts  mypatience,  Sir  Knight,"  said  the 
Sob-Prior,  "  and  is  adding  insult  to  violence  and  in- 
jury. Do  vou  hold  me  for  a  child  or  an  idiot,  that 
you  pretend  to  make  me  believe  that  the  fresh  blood 
with  which  your  shirt  is  stsined,  flowed  from  a 
wound  which  has  been  healed  for  weeks  or  months? 
Unhappy  mocker,  thinkest  thou  thus  to  blind  us? 
Too  well  do  we  know  that  it  is  the  blood  of  your 
victim,  wreatling  with  you  in  the  desperate  and  mor- 
tal stn^da.  which  has  thus  dyed  your  apparel."     , 

The  knignt,  tSter  a  moment's  recollection,  said  m 
reply,  "  I  will  be  open  with  you,  my  father— bid  these 
men  stand  out  of  ear-shot,  and  I  will  tell  you  all  I 
know  of  this  mysterious  business;  and  muse  not. 
good  father,  though  it  may  pass  thy  wit  to  expound 
it,  for  I  avouch  to  you  it  is  too  dark  for  mine  own." 
The  monk  commanded  Edward  and  the  two  men 
to  withdraw,  aasoring  the  former  that  his  confer- 
ence with  the  prisoner  should  be  brief,  and  giving 
him  permission  to  keep  watch  at  the  door  of  the 
apartment ;  without  which  allowance  he  might,  per- 
haps, have  had  aome  difficulty  in  procuring  his  ab- 
•eoce.    Edward  had  no  sooner  left  the  chamoer,  than 
he  despatched  meseensers  to  one  or  two  families  of 
the  Halidome,  with  whose  sons  his  brother  and  he 
tometimes  associated,  to  tell  them  that  Halbert  Olen- 
dioninff  had  been  murdered  by  an  Englishman,  and 
to  require  th^m  to  repair  to  the  Tower  of  Olendearg 
without  delay.    The  duty  of  revenge  in  such  cases 
was  held  so  sacred,  that  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt 
they  would  instantly  come  with  such   assistance 
as  would  enaure  the  detention  of  the  prisoner.    He 
then  locked  the  doors  of   the  tower,   both  inner 
and  outer,  and  also  the  gate  of  the  court-yard.    Hav- 
ing taken  these  precautions,  he  made  a  hasty  visit  to 
the  fomalea  of  the  family,  exhausting  himself  in  d- 
ibrts  to  console  them,  and  in  protestations  that  he 
would  have  vengeance  for  his  murdered  brother. 
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Wow,  by  Omr  Lsdf.  Sheriff:  'tis  hard  rsekonlof, 
Th«t  L  with  ever*  od<t<  of  birth  and  baronf . 
Shoald  tM  detain^  here  for  the  canml  death 
Of  a  wild  foretter.  wIiimo  almost  haviof 
b  trai  Ute  bnixen  banicle  of  tlie  Mt  _ 

fa  which  he  atielcs  his  liedge-iuiire.-Oi(r  PZer. 

Whos  Edward  was  making  preparations  for  se- 
oiring  and  punishing  the  supposed  murderer  of  his 
hrother,  with  an  intense  thirst  for  vengeance  which 
had  not  hitherto  shown  itself  as  part  of  his  charac- 
ter^ Sir  Piercie  Shafton  made  such  communications 
u  It  pleased  htm  to  the  Sub-Prior,  who  listened  with 
great  attention,  though  the  knight's  narrative  was 
Done  of  the  clearest,  especially  as  his  self-conceit  led 
him  to  conceal  or  abridse  the  details  which  were  ne- 
cessary to  render  it  i'ltelligible. 

"  You  sre  to  know,"  he  said,  **  reverend  father,  that 
this  rustical  juvenal  bavins  chosen  to  ofier  me,  in 
the  preaence  of  your  venerable  Superior,  yourself^  end 
Other  excellent  and  worthy  persons,  besides  the  dam- 
^  Mary  Avenal,  whom  I  term  my  Discretion  in  all 


honoor  and  kindnesa,  a  groaainiuK,  rendered  yet  mori 
intolerable  bv  the  time  and  place,  my  just  resentment 
did  so  gain  the  mastery  over  my  discretion,  that  I  re- 
solved to  allow  him  the  privileges  of  im  equal,  and 
to  indulge  him  with  the  combat?' 

*'But,  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "you  still 
leave  two  mattera  very  obscure.  First,  wliv  the 
token  be  presented  to  you  gave  you  so  much  offence, 
as  I  with  others  witnessed ;  sod  then  again,  how  the 
youth,  whom  you  then  met  for  the  firat,  or.  tfl  least, 
the  second  time,  knew  so  much  of  your  history  as 
enabled  him  so  greatly  to  move  you.'* 

The  knight  coloured  very  deeply. 

"For  your  first  query,'^  he  said,  "most  reverend 
father,  we  will,  if  you  please,  oretermit  it  as  nothing 
essential  to  the  matter  in  hand;  and  for  the  aecond— > 
I  protest  to  you  that  I  know  as  little  of  his  means  of 
knowledge  as  you  do.  and  that  I  am  well-nigh  per- 
Buaded  he  deals  with  Sathanas,  of  which  mors 
anon. — Well,  sir— In  the  evening,  I  failed  not  to  veil 
my  purpose  with  a  pleasant  brov/,  as  is  the  custom 
amongst  us  martialists,  who  never  display  the  bloody 
colours  of  defiance  in  our  countenance  until  our 
hand  is  armed  to  fight  under  them.  I  amused  the 
fair  Discretion  with  some  canzonettes,  and  other 
toya,  which  could  not  but  be  ravishing  to  her  inex- 
perienced eara.  I  arose  in  the  morning,  met  my 
antagonist,  who,  to  say  truth,  for  an  inexperienced 
villagio,  comported  himself  as  stoutly  as  I  could 
have  desired.— So  coming  to  the  encounter,  reverend 
sir,  I  did  try  his  mettle  with  some  half-s-dozen  of 
downright  passes,  with  any  one  of  which  I  could 
have  been  through  his  body,  only  that  I  was  loth  to 
take  so  fatal  an  advantage,  but  rather,  mixing  mercy 
with  my  just  indignation,  studied  to  inflict  upon  him 
some  flesn-wounof  of  no  very  fatal  quality.  But,  sir, 
in  the  midst  of  my  clemency,  he,  being  instigated,  I 
think,  by  the  devil,  did  follow  up  his  first  oflfence  with 
some  insult  of  the  same  nature.  Whereupon  being 
eager  to  punish  him,  I  made  an  estramazone,  and  my 
foot  slipping  at  the  same  time,— not  from  any  fault  of 
fence  on  my  part,  or  any  advantage  of  skill  on  his, 
but  the  devil  nsving,  as  I  said,  taken  up  the  matter 
in  hand,  and  the  grass  being  slippery.—ere  1  recovered 
my  position  I  encountered  his  sword,  which  he  had 
advanced,  with  my  undefended  person,  so  that,  as  I 
think,  I  was  in  some  sort  run  through  the  body.  My 
juvenal,  being  beyond  measure  appalled  at  his  own 
unexpected  and  unmerited  success  in  this  strange 
encounter,  takes  the  flight  and  leaves  me  there,  and 
I  fall  into  a  dead  swoon  for  the  lack  of  the  blood  I 
had  lost  so  foolishly— and  when  I  awake,  as  from  a 
sound  sleep,  I  find  myself  lying,  an  it  like  you.  wrapt 
up  in  my  cloak  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  birch-treea 
which  stand  together  in  a  clump  near  to  this  place. 
I  feel  my  limbs,  and  experience  little  pain,  but  mucti 
weakness— I  put  my  hand  to  the  wound — it  was 
whole  and  skinned  over  as  you  now  see  it— I  rise  and 
come  hither:  and  in  these  words  you  have  my  whole 
day's  story.'* 
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.  I  can  only  reply  to  so  strsnge  a  tale,"  answered 
the  monk,  "  that  it  is  scarce  possible  that  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton  can  expect  me  to  credit  it.  Here  is  a  Quar- 
rel, the  cause  of  which  you  conceal.— a  wound  re- 
ceived in  the  morning,  or  which  there  is  iio  recent 
appearance  at  sunset,— a  grave  fil  ed  up,  in  which 
no  body  is  deposited,— the  vanquished  found  alive  and 
well,— the  victor  departed  no  man  knows  whither. 
These  things,  Sir  Knight,  hang  not  so  well  together, 
that  I  should  receive  tnem  ss  go^l." 

"  Reverend  father."  answered  Sir  Piercie  Shafton, 
"  I  pray  you  in  the  first  place  to  observe,  that  if  I  ofier 
peaceful  and  civil  justification  of  that  which  I  have 
already  averred  to  be  true.  I  do  so  only  in  devout  de- 
ference to  your  dress  and  to  your  order,  protesting, 
that  to  any  other  opposite,  saving  a  man  of  religion, 
a  lady,  or  my  liege  prince,  I  would  not  deign  to  sup- 
port that  which  I  had  once  attested,  otherwise  than 
with  the  point  of  my  good  sword.  And  so  much  be- 
ing premised,  I  have  to  add,  that  I  can  but  gage  niy 
honour  as  a  gentleman,  and  my  faith  as  a  catholic 
Christian,  that  the  thinga  which  I  have  described  to 
you  have  happened  to  me  as  I  have  described  then^ 
and  not  otherwise." 
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"  It  is  a  deep  aMertipn,  Sir  Kn^i^"  mnswcutd  the 
l^ub-Prior :  yet,  bethink  you,  it  is  onlj  an  asser- 
tion, and  that  no  reason  can  be  alleged  why  things 
flhould  be  believed  which  are  so  contrary  to  reason. 
tiet  me  pray  to  you  to  say  whether  the  grave,  which 
has  been  seen  at  your  place  of  combat,  was  opened 
or  closed  when  your  encounter  took  place  7" 

"  Reverend  father,"  said  the  knight,  "  I  will  veil 
from  you  nothing,  but  show  vou  each  secret  of  my 
bosom 4  even  as  the  'pure  fountain  revealeth  the 
smallest  pebble  which  graces  the  sand  at  the  bottom 
of  its  crystal  mirror,  and  as"— 

*'  Speak  in  plain  term^  for  the  love  of  heaven  !" 
aaid  the  monk  ;  "  these  holiday  phrases  belong  not 
to  solemn  affairs— Was  the  grave  <qpen  when  the  con- 
flict began  T* 

"  It  was,"  answered  the  knight,  "  I  acknowledge 

•  it :  even  as  he  that  acknowledgeth" 

Nay,  I  pray  you,  fair  son,  forbear  these  simiU- 
tndes,  and  observe  me.  On  yesterday  at  even  no 
grave  was  found  in  that  place,  for  old  Martin  chanced, 
contrary  to  his  wont,  to  ffo  thither  in  quest  of  a  stray- 
ad  she^.  At  break  of  day,  by  your  own  confession, 
a  grave  was  opened  in  that  spot  and  there  a  combat 
was  fought— onlv  one  of  the  combatants  appears,  and 
he  is  covered  with  blood,  and  to  all  appearance  wound- 
leas."- Here  the  knight  made  a  gesture  of  impatieiM^ 
77"  Nay,  fair  son,  hear  me  but  one  moment— the  grave 
is  closed  and  covered  by  the  sod— what  can  we  be- 
lieve, but  that  it  conceals  the  bloody  con»se  of  the 
iallen  duellist  7"  ^^ 

.  "  By  Heaven,  it  cannot !"  said  the  knie^t.  "  unless 
the  Juvenal  hath  slain  himsell,  and  bunea  himselA 
in  order  to  place  me  in  the  predicament  of  his  mur- 
derer." 

**  The  grave  shall  doubtless  be  explored,  and  that 
by  to-morrow's  dawn,"  said  the  monk;  "I  will  see 
it  done  with  mine  own  eyes." 

*'  But,"  aaid  the  prisoner,  **  I  protest  against  all 
evidence  which  may  arise  from  its  contents,  and  do 
insist  beforehand,  that  whatever  may  be  found  in 
that  grave  ahall  not  prejudicate  me  in  my  defence. 
I  have  been  so  haunted  by  diaboUcal  deceptions  in 
this  matter,  that  what  do  I  know  but  that  the  devil 
may  assume  the  form  of  this  rusticsl  juvenal  in  order 
to  procure  me  farther  vexation  7— I  protest  to  you, 
holy  father,  it  is  my  very  tliought  that  there  is  witch- 
craft in  all  that  hath  befallen  me.  Since  I  entered 
into  this  northern  land,  in  which  men  say  that  sorce- 
ries do  abound,  I,  who  am  held  in  awe  and  rc^rd 
even  by  the  prime  gallants  in  the  court  of  Feliciana, 
have  been  here  bearded  and  taunted  by  a  clod-tread- 
iiig  clown.  I,  whom  Vioentio  Saviola  termed  his 
nimblest  and  most  agile  disciple,  was,  to  speak 
briefly,  foiled  by  a  cow-boy,  who  knew  no  more  of 
fence  than  is  used  at  every  country  wake.  I  am  run, 
as  it  seemed  to  me,  through  the  body,  with  a  very 
sufficient  stoccata.  and  faint  on  the  spot;  and  yet, 
when  I  recover,  I  nnd  myself  without  either  wem  or 
wound,  and  lacking  nothing  of  my  apparel,  saving 
my  murrey-colotu^  doublet|  slashed  with  satin, 
which  I  will  pray  may  be  inquired  after,  lest  tlfe 
devil,  who  transported  me,  should  have  dropped  it 
in  his  passage  among  some  of  the  trees  or  bushes- 
it  being  a  choice  ana  moat  fenciful  piece  of  raiment, 
which  J  wore  for  the  first  time  at  the  Queen's  pa- 
geant in  Southwark." 

"  Sir  Knight,"  said  the  monk,  "you  do  again  go 
astray  from  this  matter.  I  inquire  of  you  respecting 
that  which  concerns  the  life  of  another  man,  and,  it 
may  be,  touches  your  own  also,  and  you  answer  me 
with  the  tale  of  an  old  doublet  I" 

**  Old !"  exclaiiped  the  knight ;  "  now,  by  the  gods 
and  saints,  if  there  be  a  gallant  at  the  British  Court 
more  fancifully  considerate,  and  more  considerately 
fanciful,  more  quaintly  cunous.  and  more  curiously 
quaint,  in  frequent  changes  of  all  rich  articles  of  ves- 
ture, becoming  one  who  may  be  accounted  point-de- 
vice a  courtier,  I  will  give  you  leave  to  term  me  a 
slave  and  a  liar." 

The  monk  thought,  but  did  not  aay,  that  he  had 
alEeady  acquired  nght  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  the 
Euphuist,  considenng  the  marvellous  tale  which  he 
had  told.    Yet  his  own  strange  adventure,  and  that 


of  Father  Philip,  rashed  on  hie  

his  coming  to  any  oonchision.  He  oonteofted  him- 
aelf,  therelore,  with  observing,  that  theae  were  cer- 
tainly strange  incidenta,  and  requested  to  know  if  Sir 
Piercie  ShaJfton  had  any  other  reason  for  1 
himaelf  to  be  in  a  manner  ao  particularly  ai 
the  sport  of  aoroery  and  witchcraft. 

"  Sir  Sub-Pnor,^'  said  the  Euphuist,  "  the 
extraordinary  circumstance  remaina  behind,  which 
alone,  had  I  neither  been  bearded  in  diqmte,  nor 
foiled  in  combat,  nor  wounded  and  cured  in  the  sikaea 
of  a  few  houra,  would  nevertheless,  of  ilselC  and  witfap 
out  any  other  corroborative,  have  compelled  me  to  be- 
lieve myself  the  subject  of  some  malevoient  faecina* 
tion.  Reverend  air.  it  is  not  to  your  ears  that  mss 
should  tell  tales  or  love  and  gallantry,  nor  is  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton  one  who,  to  any  ears  whatsoerer^  ib 
wont  to  boast  of  his  fair  acceptance  with  the  chowa 
and  prime  beautiea  of  the  court:  inaommch  that  a 
lady,  none  of  the  least  naploident  consteUatio— 
which  revolve  in  that  hemisphere  of  honour,  plea- 
sure, and  beauty,  but  whose  name  I  heie  pretermit, 
was  wont  to  calf  me  her  Taciturnity.  NevertbelesBk 
truth  nuist  be  spoken ;  and  I  cannot  but  allow,  aa  the 
general  report  of  the  court,  allowed  in  camps,  and 
echoed  back  by  city  and  country,  that  in  the  alaerity 
of  the  accoat,  the  tender  delicacy  of  the  regard,  M 
facetiooaneas  of  the  addreas,  the  adopting  and  par- 
suing  of  the  fancy,  the  solemn  close  and  the  graeefoi 
fall-ofl|  Piercie  Shafton  wkB  accounted  the  only  gal- 
lant of  the  time,  and  so  well  accepted  amongst  the 
choicer  beautiea  of  the  ase,  that  no  silk-hoaeai  rei^ 
ler  of  the  presenoe-chamDer,  or  plunaed  iouater  of  the 
tilt-yard,  approached  him  by  a  bow'a-Mogth  in  tha 
ladies'  regard,  bein^  the  maim  at  which  every  weU- 
bom  ana  generous  juvenal  aimeth  his  shaft  Never- 
theless, reverend  sir,  having  found  in  this  rude  place 
something  which  by  blood  and  birth  might  be  termed 
a  lady,  and  being  desirous  to  keep  my  gallant  humoor 
in  exerciaei  as  well  as  to  show  mV  sworn  devotion 
to  the  sex  in  general,  I  did  shoot  on  some  arrowa  of 
compliment  at  this  Mary  Avenel,  terminer  her  my 
Discretion,  with  other  quaint  and  well-imagined 
courtesieiL  rather  bestowed  out  of  my  bounty  than 
warranted  by  her  merit,  or  perchance  like  unto  the 
boyish  fowler,  who,  rather  than  not  exerciae  hta  bird- 
piece,  will  shoot  at  crows  or  magpiea  for  lack  of  better 
game" 

"  Mary  Avenel  is  much  obliged  by  your  mwdoe," 
aoawered  the  monk;  "  but  to  what  doea  all  thia  de- 
tail of  past  and  present  gallantry  conduct  us 7" 

"  Marry,  to  this  conclusion,"  answered  the  knight, 
*'  that  either  this  my  Discretion,  or  I  myseU^  am  little 
leas  than  bewitched;  for,  instead  of  receiving  mv 
accost  with  a  gratified  bow,  answering  my  regard 
with  a  suppressed  smil&  accompanying  my  fiuUng  off* 
or  departure  with  a  slight  sigh,— honours  with  wmeh 
I  protest  to  you  the  noblest  dancers  and  proudest 
bcAuties  in  FeUciana  have  graced  my  poor  aecvioea,— 
she  hath  paid  me  as  little  and  as  cola  regard  as  if  1 
had  been  some  hobnailed  clown  of  theee  bleak  moun- 
tains !  Nay,  this  very  day.  while  I  was  in  the  act  of 
kneeling  at  ner  feet  to  render  her  the  succours  of  thia 
pungent  quintessence  of  purest  spirit  distilled  by  the 
fairest  handa  of  the  court  of  Feiiciane,  ahe  pushed 
me  from  her  with  looks  which  savoured  of  repug- 
nance, and,  as  I  think,  thrust  at  me  with  her  foot  as 
if  to  nNim  me  from  her  presence.  These  things,  re- 
verend father,  are  strange,  portentona,  unnaturu,  and 
befall  not  in  the  current  of  mortal  afiaira,  but  are 
symptomatic  of  sorcery  end  faacination.  So  that 
haying  given  to  your  reverence  a  perfect,  aimple,  ana 
plain  account  of  all  that  I  know  concerning  this  mat- 
ter, I  leave  it  to  your  wisdom  to  solve  what  may  be 
found  soluble  in  the  same,  it  being  my  purpeae  to- 
morrow, with  the  peep  of  dawn,  to  set  u>rward  to- 
wards Edinburgh." 

"  I  grieve  to  be  an  interruption  to  yourdeaignai  Sir 
Knight,"  said  the  monk,  "  but  that  purpose  of  thine 
may  hardly  be  fulfilled." 

"How,  reverend  father!"  aaid  the  knight  with  an 
air  of  the  utmost  surprise;  *'  if  what  you  say  reenecta 
my  departure,  underatand  that  it  wmst  be,  for  I  nave 
80  resolved  it" 
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»8ir  KnehV  nitaraled  Ae  Siri>.Prior,  **I  niiMt 
Mioe  more  repett,  this  eannoi  1ml  uotU  khd  Abbot's 
pleasmr*  be  known  in  the  matter." 

**  Reverend  air/'  said  the  knight  drawing;  himaelf 
op  with  great  dijpiity,  "  I  desire  my  hearty  and  thank- 
nil  oommeodations  to  the  Abbot;  bat  in  this  matter 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  his  reverend  pleasore,  de- 
•gning  only  to  consult  mr  own." 

"^Pardon  me,"  said  the  Sub-Prior;  "the  Lord  Abbot 
hath  in  this  matter  a  voioe  potential." 

Sir  Piercie  Shafton's  colour  began  to  rise—"  I  mar- 
vel," he  said,  "to  hear  ywa  reTerence  talk  thus— 
What!  will  you.  for  the  imagined  dekth  of  a  rude 
isw-bom  frampfer  and  wrangler,  venture  to  impinge 
vpoo  the  liberty  of  the  kinsman  of  the  house  of 
Piercie'?" 

"  Sir  Knight,"  retamed  the  Sub-Prior,  civilly, "  your 
high  lineage  and  your  kindling  anger  will  avail  you 
•ochmg  in  this  matter— Yon  snaM  not  come  here  to 
—-^  a  shelter,  and  then  spill  oar  blood  as  if  it  were 


"I  teU  yoo,"  said  the  knight,  "once  more,  as  I 
have  told  you  already,  that  there  was  no  bkxxi  spilled 
kvt  mine  own !" 

*'  That  remains  to  be  proved."  replied  the  Sub-Prior; 
**  we  of  the  community  of  Saint  Mary's  of  Kenna- 
oihair,  use  not  to  take  fairy  take  in  exchange  for  the 
uvea  of  oar  liegs  vassals." 

**  We  of  the  nouse  of  Piercie,"  answered  Shafion, 
"brook  neither  threats  nor  restraint— I  say  I  will 
ttavel  to-morrow,  happen  what  may !" 

**  And  I,"  answered  the  Sub-Pnor,  in  the  same 
tone  of  determination,  "  say  that  I  will  break  your 
ionney,  come  what  may !" 

"  Who  shaU  gainsay  me,"  said  the  knight,  "  if  I 
make  my  way  by  force  7" 

"  You  will  judge  wisely  to  think  ere  you  make  such 
an  attempt,"  answered  the  monk,  with  composure; 
"  there  are  men  enough  in  the  Halidome  to  vindicate 
its  inbits  over  those  who  dare  to  infringe  them." 

"  My  cousin  of  Northumberland  will  Know  how  to 
revenae  this  usage  to  a  beloved  kinsman  so  near  to 
his  Mood,"  said  the  Englishman. 

"The  Lord  Abbot  will  know  how  to  protect  the 
rights  of  his  territory,  both  with  the  temporal  and 
^iiritual  sword,"  said  the  monk.  "  Besides,  consider, 
were  we  to  send  yon  to  vour  kinsman  at  Alnwick  or 
Warkworth  to-morrow,  he  dare  do  nothing  but  trans- 
mit you  in  fettere  to  the  Queen  of  EUiglano.  Bethink. 
Sir  iLnight,  that  you  stand  on  slippery  ground,  and 
will  act  most  wisely  in  reconciling  yourself  to  be  a 
prisoner  in  this  place  until  the  Abbot  shall  decide  the 
matter.  There  are  armed  men  enow  to  countervail 
all  your  efibrts  at  escape.  Let  patience  and  resigna- 
tion, therefore,  arm  jrou  to  a  necessary  submission." 

So  saying,  be  clapped  his  hands,  and  called  aloud. 
Edward  entered,  accoroi>anied  by  two  young  men 
who  had  already  joined  him,  and  were  well  armed. 

"  Edward,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  you  will  supply 
the  English  knight  here  in  this  spence  with  suitable 
food  and  sccommodation  for  the  night  treating  him 
with  as  much  kindness  ss  if  nothing  had  happened 
between  you.  But  you  will  place  a  sufficient  guard, 
and  look  carefully  that  he  make  not  his  escape. 
Should  he  attempt  to  break  forth,  resist  him  to  the 
death ;  but  in  no  other  case  harm  a  hair  of  his  head, 
as  you  shall  be  answerable." 

Edward  Glendinning  replied,—*'  That  I  may  obey 
four  commands,  reverend  sir,  I  will  not  again  oiler 
myself  to  this  person's  presence ;  for  shame  it  were 
to  me  to  break  the  peace  of  the  Halidome,  but  not 
less  shame  to  leave  my  brother's  death  unavenged." 

As  he  spoke  his  lips  grew  livid,  the  blood  forsook 
his  cheek,  and  he  was  about  to  leave  the  apartment, 
when  the  Sub-Prior  recalled  him,  and  aaid  in  a  solemn 
tone, — "  Edward,  I  have  known  you  (rom  infancy— I 
have  done  what  lay  within  my  reach  to  be  of  use  to  you 
~I  soy  nothing  of  what  you  owe  to  me  as  the  represen- 
tative of  your  spiritual  Superior— I  say  nothin^f  the 
doty  from  the  vassal  to  toe  Sub-Prior— But  Father 
Gostaoe  expects  from  the  pupil  whom  he  has  nurtured 
^he  expects  from  Edward  Glendinning,  that  he  will 
not,  by  any  dead  of  sudden  violence,  however  Justified 

"  I  own  mind  by  the  provocation,  break  through  the 


respect  due  to  public  jnttioe,  or  that  whidi  he  has  in 
especial  right  to  claim  from  him." 

Fear  nothing,  my  reverend  father,  for  so  in  tn 
hundred  senses  may  I  well  term  you,"  said  the  young 
man ;  "  fear  not,  I  would  say,  that  I  will  in  any  thing 
diminish  the  respect  I  owe  to  the  venerable  commu- 
nity by  whom  we  have  so  long  been  protected,  far 
less  that  I  will  do  aught  which  can  be  peraonaily  less 
than  respectful  to  you.  But  the  blood  of  my  brother 
must  not  cry  for  vengeance  in  vain— your  reverence 
knows  our  Border  creed." 

"'Vengeance  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord,  and  I  will 
requite  it/"  answered  the  monk.  "The  heathenish 
custom  of  deadly  feud  which  prevails  in  this  land, 
through  which  each  man  se«ks  vengeance  at  his  own 
hand  when  the  death  of  a  frieno^or  kinsman  has 
chanced,  hath  already  deluged  pur  vales  with  the 
blood  of-  Scottish  meiL  spilled  by  the  hands  of  coun* 
trymen  and  kindred.  It  were  endless  to  ooimt  up  the 
fatal  results.  On  the  Eastern  Border,  the  Homes 
are  at  feud  with  the  Swtntons  and  Gockbums;  in 
our  MMdle  Marches,  the  Scotts  and  Kerre  have 
spilled  as  much  brave  blood  in  domestic  feud  as 
might  have  fought  a  pitched  field  in  England,  could 
they  have  but  lorgiven  and  forgotten  a  casual  ren- 
counter that  placed  their  names  m  opposition  to  each 
other.  On  the  west  fh>nti«r,  the  Johnstones  are  at 
war  with  the  Maxwells,  the  Jardines  with  the  Bells, 
drawing  with  them  the  flower  of  the  country,  which 
should  place  their  breasts  as  a  bulwark  against  Eng- 
land, into  private  and  bloody  warfare,  of  which  it  is 
the  only  end  to  waste  and  impair  the  forces  of  the 
country,  already  divided  in  itself.  Do  not,  my  dear 
son  Edward,  permit  this  bloody  prejudice  to  master 
your  mind.  I  cannot  ask  you  to  think  of  the  crime 
supposed  as  if  the  blood  spilled  bad  been  less  dear  to 
you— Alas!  I  know  that  is  impossible.  But  I  do 
require  you,  in  proportion  to  your  interest  in  the  sup- 
posed sufierer,  (for  as  yet  the  whole  is  matter  of  sup- 
position,) to  bear  on  your  mind  the  evidence  on 
which  the  guilt  of  the  accused  person  must  be  tried. 
He  hath  spoken  with  me.  and  I  confess  his  tale  is  so 
extraordinary,  that  I  should  have,  without  a  moment'a 
hesitation,  rejected  it  as  incredible,  but  that  an  afiiiir 
which  chanced  to  myself  in  this  very  glen— More  of 
that  another  time— Suffice  it  for  the  present  to  say, 
that  from  what  I  have  mjrself  experienced,  I  deem  it 
possible,  that,  extraordinary  as  Sir  Piercie  Shafton'a 
story  may  seem,  I  hold  it  not  utterly  impossible.". 

"Father,"  said  Edward  Glendinning,  when  he 
saw  that  his  preceptor  paused,  unwilling  farther  to 
explain  upon  what  grounds  he  was  inclined  to  give  a 
certain  degree  of  credit  to  Sir  Piercie  Shafton's  story, 
while  he  admitted  it  as  improbable— "  Father  to  me 
you  have  been  in  every  sense.  You  know  that  my 
hand  grasped  more  readily  to  the  book  than  to  the 
sword ;  and  that  I  lacked  utterly  the  ready  and  bold 
spirit  which  distinguished" Here  his  voice  fil- 
tered, and  he  paused  for  a  moment,  and  then  went  on 
with  resolution  and  rapidity— "I  would  say,  that  I 
was  unequal  to  Halbert  in  promptitude  of  heart  and 
of  hand;  but  Halbert  is  gone,  and  I  stand  his  repre- 
sentative, and  that  of  my  father— his  successor  in  all 
his  rights,"  (while  he  said  this  his  eyes  shot  fir&) 
"  and  bound  to  assert  and  maintain  them  as  he  would 
have  done — therefore  I  am  a  changed  man,  increased 
in  courage  as  in  my  rights  and  pretensions.  And, 
reverend  father,  respectfully,  but  plainly  and  firmly 
do  I  say,  his  blood,  if  it  has  been  shed  by  this  man. 
shall  be  atoned— Halbert  shall  not  sleep  neglected 
in  bis  lonely  grave,  as  if  with  him  the  spirit  of  my 
father  had  ceased  for  ever.  His  blood  flows  in,  my 
veins,  and  while  his  has  been  poured  forth  unrequited, 
mine  will  permit  me  no  rest.  Mv  poverty  and  mean- 
ness of  rank  shall  not  avail  the  lordly  rourderar. 
My  calm  nature  and  peaceful  studies  shall  not  be  his 

Frotection.  Even  the  oblicrations,  holy  father,  which 
acknowledge  to  you,  ^all  not  be  his  protection.  I 
wsit  with  patience  the  judgment  of  the  Abbot  and 
Chapter,  for  the  slsughter  of  one  of  their  most  an- 
ciently descended  vassals.  If  they  do  right  to  my 
brother's  memory,  it  is  well.  But  mark  ine,  father, 
if  they  shall  fail  in  rendering;  me  that  justice,  I  bear 
a  heart  and  a  hand  which,  though  I  love  not  such 
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extremitiet,  are  capable  of  remedying  auch  en  ecror. 
Be  who  takee  up  my  brother*a  aucceesion  muat 
avenge  his  death.' 

The  monk  perceived  with  aurpnse,  that  Edward, 
with  his  extreme  diffidence,  humihty,  and  obedient 
assiduity,  for  such  were  his  general  characteristics, 
bad  still  tx>iling  in  his  veins  the  wild^  principles  of 
those  from  whom  be  was  descended,  and  by  whom 
be  was  surrounded.  His  eyes  sparkled,  his  frame 
was  agitated,  and  the  extremity  of  his  desire  of  ven- 
geance seemed  to  give  a  vehemence  to  bis  manner  re- 
•embling  the  restlessness  of  joy. 

"May  God  help  us,"  said  Father  Eustace,  "for, 
frail  wretches  as  we  are,  we  cannot  help  ourselves 
under  sudden  and  strong  temptation.—Edward.  I  will 
rely  on  your  word  that  you  do  nothing  rashly. 

^  That  will  I  not,"  said  Edward,— '^ that,  my  better 
than  father,  I  surely  will  not.  But  the  blood  of  mv 
brother— the  tears  of  my  mother— and—and— and  of 
Mary  Avenel.  shall  not  be  shed  in  vain.  1  will  not 
deceive  you,  father— if  this  Piercie  Shafton  hath  slain 
my  brother,  he  dies,  if  the  whole  blood  of  tlie  whole 
house  of  Piercie  were  in  his  veins." 

There  was  a  deep  and  solemn  determination  in  the 
utterance  of  Edward  Glendinning,  expressive  of.  a 
rooted  resolution.  The  Sub-Prior  sighed  deeply,  and 
ibr  the  inoment  yielded  to  circumstances,  and  urged 
the  acquiescence  of  his  pupil  no  farther.  He  com- 
manded lights  to  be  placed  in  the  lower  chamber, 
which  for  a  time  he  paced  in  silence. 

A  thousand  ideas,  and  even  differing  principles,  de- 
bated with  each  other  in  his  boaom.  He  greativ 
doubted  the  English  knieht's  account  of  the  duel, 
and  of  what  had  followed  it.  Yet  the  extraordinary 
and  supernatural  circumstances  which  had  befallen 
the  Sacristan  and  himself  in  that  very  glen,  prevented 
him  from  being  absolutely  incredulous  on  the  score 
of  the  wonderful  wound  and  recovery  of  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton,  and  prevented  him  from  at  once  condemn- 
ing as  impossible  that  which  was  altogether  impro- 
bable. Then  he  was  at  a  loss  how  to  control  the 
fraternal  affections  of  Edward,  with  respect  to  whom 
be  felt  something  like  the  keeper  of  a  wild  animal, 
a  lion's  whelp  or  tiger's  cub,  which  he  has  held  un- 
der his  command  from  infancy,  but  which,  when 
grown  to  maturity,  on  some  sudden  provocation  dis- 

{>lays  his  fangs  and  talons,  erects  his  crest,  resume? 
lis  savage  nature,  and  bids  defiance  at  once  to  hie 
keeper  and  to  all  mankind. 

How  to  restrain  and  mitigate  an  ire  which  thenini- 
vcrsal  example  of  the  times  rendered  deadly  and  in- 
veterate, was  sufficient  cause  of  anxietv  to, Father 
Eustace.  But  lie  had  also  to  consider  the  situation 
of  hie  community,  dishonoured  and  degraded  by  sub- 
mitting to  suffer  the  slaughter  of  a  vassal  to  pass 
unaven(;«*d ;  a  circumstance  which  of  itself  might  in 
those  difficult  times  have  afforded  pretext  for  a  revolt 
among  their  wavering  adherents,  or,  on  the  other 
band,  exposed  the  community  to  imminent  danger, 
should  they  proceed  against  a  subject  of  England  of 
high  degree,  connected  with  the  house  of  Northum- 
berland, and  other  northern  families  of  high  rank, 
who,  as  they  possessed  the  means,  could  not  be  sup- 
posed to  lack  inclination,  to  wreak  upon  the  patri- 
mony of  Saint  Mary  of  Kennaquhair,  any  violence 
whicti  might  be  offered  to  their  kinsman. 

In  either  case,  the  Sub-Prior  well  knew,  that  the 
ostensible  cause  of  feud,  insurrection,  or  mcursion. 
being  once  afforded,  the  case  would  not  be  ruled 
either  bv  reason  or  hy  evidence,  and  he  groaned  in 
spirit  when,  upon  counting  up  the  chances  which 
arose  in  this  ambiguous  dilemma,  he  found  be  had 
only  a  choice  of  difficulties.  He  was  a  monk,  but 
he  felt  also  as  a  man,  indignant  at  the  supposed 
slaughter  of  young  Glendinning  bv  one  skilnil  in 

$U  the  practice  of  arms,  in  which  tne  vassal  of  the 
lonastery  was  most  likely  to  be  deficient;  and  to 
aid  the  resentment  which  he  felt  for  the  loss  of  a 
youth  whom  he  had  known  fVom  infancy,  came  in 
rail  force  the  sense  of  dishonour  arising  to  his  com- 
munitv  from  passing  over  so  gross  an  insult  una- 
Tenged.  Then  the  light  in  which  it  might  be  viewed 
by  those  who  at  present  presided  in  the  stormy  Court 
of  Scotland,  attached  aa  they  were  to  the  Reforma- 


tion, and  allied  by  common  fthb  and  oommon  inte- 
rest with  Queen  Elizabeth,  was  a  formidable  aubiect 
of  apprehension.  The  Sub-Prior  well  knew  bo«r 
they  lusted  after  the  revenues  of  the  church,  (to  ex- 
press it  in  the  ordinary  phrase  of  the  religious  of  the 
time,)  and  how  readily  they  wouM  grasp  at  auch  a 
pretext  for  encroaching  on  those  of  St.  Mery'a.  as 
would  be  afforded  b^  the  suffering  to  pass  uopuniwed 
the  death  of  a  native  Scottish  man  bv  a  Caiholie 
Eiiglishman.  a  rebel  to  Queen  Elizabeio. 

On  the  other  hand,  to  deliver  up  to  England,  or, 
whi'ch  was  nearly  the  same  thing,  to  the  Scottiab 
administration,  an  English  knight  leagued  with  the 
Piercie  hy  kindred  and  political  intrigue,  a  faithful  fol- 
lower of  toe  Catholic  Church,  who  had  fiiad  to  the  Hali- 
dome  for  protection,  was  in  tne  estimation  of  the  Sub- 
Prior,  an  act  most  unworthy  in  itself,  and  meriting 
the  malediction  of  Heaven,  besides  being,  moreover, 
fraught  with  great  temporal  risk.  If  the  spovermDeot 
of  Scotland  was  now  a  most  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  Protestant  partv,  the  Queen  was  still  a  Catholic, 
and  there  was  no  knowing  when,  amid  the  sudden 
changes  which  agitated  that  tumultuous  country,  aha 
might  find  herself  at  the  head  of  her  own  affairs,  and 
able  to  protect  those  of  her  own  faith.  Then.  ilT  the 
Court  of  England  and  its  Queen  were  sealouaJy  Pro- 
testant, the  northern  counties,  whose  frieodaoip  or 
enmity  were  of  most  consequence  in  the  first  instance 
to  the  community  of  St.  Mary's,  contained  many  Oa- 
th d  lies,  the  heads  of  whom  were  able,  and  most  be 
supposed  willing,  to  avenge,  any  injury  aufiered  by  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton. 

On  either  side,  the  Sub-Prior  thinking,  according 
to  his  sense  of  dutv,  most  anxiously  for  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  his  Monaatery,  saw  tne  greatest  risk 
of  damage,  blam&  inroad,  and  confiscation.  The 
only  course  on  which  he  could  determine  waa  to 
stand  by  the  helm  like  a  resolute  pilot,  watch  every 
contingence,  do  his  best  to  weather  each  reef  and 
shoal,  and  commit  the  rest  to  Heaven  and  his  pa* 
troness. 

As  he  left  the  apartment,  the  knight  called  after 
him,  beseeching  he  would  order  his  trunk-maila  to  be 
sent  into  his  apartment,  underatanding  be  waa  to  be 
guarded  there  for  the  night,  as  he  wished  to  make 
some  alteration  in  hie  apparel.* 

*  Ffpptty^tke  auteentk  Centurf.—Qir  Pi«rcie  8hafloa*t  ex« 
Iretne  love  of  dratn  wm  an  attribute  of  the  ooxeomb*  of  Uiic 

Griod.  Th«  ditpUy  made  by  their  fbrefkthera  %rms  in  the  nom- 
rt  of  their  retintte :  bat  an  the  ecUtal  influraee  of  ttie  Bobihtj 
b^an  to  be  matraiiied,  both  in  France  and  Enfland.  by  the  in* 
creasinf  power  of  the  crown,  the  indalaenoe  of  ranlty  m  pe^ 
■onal  duplay  became  more  inordinate.  There  are  many  alionooa 
to  thia  chanre  of  cti«toin  in  fiViakspeare  and  other  dfimatie 
wriien,  where  the  reader  may  find  mentioo  made  of 

•'  Bonds  coter'd  Into 
For  fay  appartl  afaioM  Dm  uioaiph  day.** 

Jonaon  informs  oa,  that  for  ttte  fint  entrance  of  a  faHaat, 
"  'twero  rood  you  tamed  thur  or  five  himdred  acraa  ofyosr  best 
land  into  two  or  three  trunka  of  apparel."— fsirv  Jfw  em^M* 
Bunumr. 

In  the  Meroorie  of  the  Somerrille  fkmily,  a  euriooa  ioatanea 
occurs  of  this  fluhionable  species  of  exiravacanoe.  In  the  year 
1637.  when  James  V.  broaaht  orer  his  short-lived  bride  froai 
France,  the  Lord  Somenrilie  of  the  day  was  so  proAne  in  the 
expense  of  his  apparel,  Uial  the  money  which  he  borrowed  oa 
the  occasion  was  compcnsatod  by  a  prrpetoal  anuaity  of  three- 
score pounds  Scottish,  payable  out  of  tite  barony  of  Carnwstb 
till  doomsday,  which  was  aasisoed  by  tlie  creditor  u>  Stint 
Macdalen's  Chapel.  By  this  deep  expense  the  Lord  aooienrills 
had  rendered  himself  ao  glorinas  in  apparel,  that  the  King,  who 
saw  so  brave  a  rallant  enter  the  fate  of  Hoiyrood,  followed  by 
only  two  paces,  called  upon  several  of  the  oosrtiertf  to  Mcertata 
who  it  could  be  who  waa  ao  richly  dreaaed  aod  ao  aliflitly  «i> 
tended,  and  he  was  not  recofnised  until  he  entarad  the  praaeeee- 
chamber.  "  You  are  very  bra\-e.  my  lord."  said  the  Kiof,  as  ha 
received  his  homaae :  "  bat  where  am  all  your  men  aod  atmd- 
antsr*  The  Lord  SoniOTrille  readily  answered,  **ir  it  pleaat 
your  Majesty,  liere  they  are."  pointinf  to  tlte  laee  that  was  oa 
Ilia  own  and  his  pafRs*  clothes :  whereat  the  Kint  lasfhsd 
heartily,  and  havinr  surveved  the  finery  more  nearly,  badebiai 
have  away  with  it  all,  and  let  him  have  his  stoat  band  of  spaan 
anin. 

There  is  a  scene  in  Jonson'a  "  Every  Man  out  of  his  HoMoar.** 
(Act  rv.  Scene  C.)  in  which  a  Euphuist  of  the  time  fivce  aa  ae- 
count  of  the  eflbcts  of  a  duel  on  the  clothes  of  himself  and  his 
opponent,  and  itever  deiMrts  a  syllable  fWmi  the  oatatofae  of 
bia  wardrobe.  We  shall  insert  it  in  evidence  that  the  f 
of  oar  ancestors  was  not  inlbriOT  to  that  of  mir  own 

"FutUlm.    Good  Ikich^ifaior,  now  yoa 
i  rn  aaqoaint  yo«  with  adiwreaot  that ' 
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"  A7,  *j''  mid  the  mODk,  muiterinH  u  h«  went  u> 
IIm  wuhUdh  •UV,  "  cuiy  bim  hti  immperir  vrilh  lU 
doipalch.  Alu!  taaliniin  with  somiuivcioKleifblacU 
(rfpuraiiit,iiiUsmD>ehiiiiKlf  hke  KlackanHpe,  wiiha 
luadjokiii  ihI  1  ctpnod  ttdlsl—I  rau>t  now  10  the 
mduKboIr  work  of  conuling  that  which  ii  wel!- 
Di|^  inoHuabUils,  ■  mothEr  weeping  far  her  fint- 

AdTueing,  ■fterigemlekiwck,  into  lbs  apatlmenl 
•r  the  wooMS,  b«  ibond  that  Hary  Atenel  bmd  le- 
lind  M  t|ed.  eilremely  iadiipOKil,  and  thai  Dime 
Okodinniagaiid  Tibb  ware  tndulsing  ihsir  Borrows 
br  ibt  nds  of  a  decaying  ^ts,  and  by  tbo  light  of  a 
KiiaUiroalaDp,otcroiie,  uitwaatermed.  PodcEIh- 
pMh'a  >fna  waa  tlurowa  OTer  lier  taeaiii  and  bitterly 
did  aba  Bob  and  wen  fot  "  her  beaulifuL  ber  biave, 
— ibe  rety  image  of  her  dear  Simon  aUndinaiog. 
Iba  Ma^^  of  hs  widowhood  and  the  lupport  of  lier 

Tbe  bithful  Tibb  echoed  bar  complaints,  and, 
nun  Tioleotlr  damotoua,  made  deeii  protniaea  of 
rCTenes  on  Sir  Piercie  Sbarion.  "  iT  there  were  a  man 
left  in  the  aoath  that  could  diaw  1  whinger,  or  a 
wiHua  that  csuld  ihrawarape."  The  presenoeof 
■he  Sub-Prior  imiKiaed  ailenca  on  [heae  clamotm. 
HtattadawDby  tbeniifDrtuiiate  mother,  and  esaayed, 
hi  iKh  looka  u  bia  rslinon  and  raaeon  Buggeatad, 
M  Dame  Uiendinaina'a  feel- 
'he  ilalened, 


Sledged  hit 
n(  the  fa- 


Xd,' 


tuuDsd  h<tadf  for  eaalins  a  moment  a  thou^t  upon 
vixU'i  gear,  while  poor  Halben  waa  lying  alretcfaed 
a  hii  blindr  ahin.  The  Sub-Prior  waa  not  more 
fcilDnaie,  wbaa  be  promiaed  that  Balberl'a  body 
Mould  be  nmoved  to  hallowed  ground,  and  hie 
•nil  eceond  by  the  piairen  of  the  church  in  hie  be- 
luU."  OiieT  wotild  oaTe  ita  natural  couree,  and  Ihs 
*oia  of  ibe  comforter  waa  waited  in  vain. 


Tr  Sab-Prior  of  Saint  Mar/i.  io  taking  hie  de- 
PtrtDieftom  the  epencein  which  Sir  Piercie  Shafton 
naconGnnl,  and  in  which  aame  preparationa  were 
"m  lax  hie  paaaing  the  night,  ae  the  room  which 
laigiU  be  moat  comeniently  guaided,  leH  mote  than 
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natural  tenderneoB  of  her  diapoaition^  bogan  to  make 
wild  work  in  her  heart  .  ,     -,  , 

*'  To  be  aure  it  was  very  wrong  in  him  to  aiay  Hal- 
bert  Olendinnms,"  (it  was  thoa  abe  argued  the  caae 
with  heraeU;)  "rat  then  he  was  a  gentleman  bom, 
and  a  aoldier,  and  ao  gentle  and  courteous  withal, 
that  she  was  sure  the  ouarrel  had  been  all  of  young 
Glendinnin^s  own  aeeung;  for  it  was  well  known 
that  both  theae  lads  were  so  taken  up  with  that  Mary 
Avend,  that  they  never  looked  at  another  lass  in  the 
HaHdome,  more  than  if  they  were  of  a  different  de- 
gree. And  then  Halbert's  dress  was  as  clownbh  as 
his  manners  were  hauwhty ;  and  this  poor  young  gen- 
tleman, (who  was  habited  like  any  prince,)  banished 
from  his  own  land,  was  first  drawn  into  a  ouarrel 
by  a  rude  bransler,  and  then  persecuted  and  like  to 
be  put  to  death  oy  bis  kin  and  allies." 

Mysie  wept  bitterly  at  the  thought,  and  then  her 
heart  rising  against  such  cruelty  and  oppression  to  a 
defenceless  stranger,  who  dressed  with  so  much  diill, 
and  spoke  with  so  much  grace,  she  began  to  consider 
whether  she  could  not  render  him  some  assistance  in 
his  extremity.  ... 

Her  mind  was  now  entu^y  altered  from  its  origi- 
nal purpose.  At  first  her  only  anxiety  had  been  to 
find  the  means  of  escaping  from  the  interior  apart- 
ment, without  being  nouced  by  any  one :  but  now 
she  began  to  think  that  Heaven  had  placed  her  there 
for  the  safe^  and  protection  of  the  i>ersecuted  stran- 
ger. She  was  of  a  simple  and  affectionate,  but  at  the 
same  time  an  ^ert  and  enteiprising  character  pos- 
sessing more  than  female  strenj^h  of  body,  and  more 
than  female  courage,  though  with  feelings  as  capable 
of  being  bewilderea  with  gallantry  of  dress  and  Ian- 


be  resolved— and  then  I  wonder  what  he  wilt  say  t<r 
the  poor  MiHer*s  maideiL  that  has  done  for  him  what 
all  the  daintv  dames  in  London  or  Holyrood  would 
have  been  afraid  to  venture  upon." 

Prudence  began  to  pull  her  sleeve  as  she  indulged 
^>eculation8  so  haxaraous,  and  hinted  to  her  that  the 
warmer  Sir  Piercie  Shafton's  gratitude  might  prove, 
it  was  the  more  likely  to  be  fraught  with  danger  to 
his  benefactress.  Alaat  poor  Prudence,  thou  mayat 
say  with  our  moral  teacher, 

"  I  pceacb  fcr  erer.  Imt  I  preach  in  Tdn.^      * 

The  BCiller's  maiden,  while  yon  pour  vour  warning 
into  her  unwilling  bosom,  has  glanced  her  eye  on  the 
small  mirror  by  which  she  has  placed  her  little  lamp, 
and  it  returns  to  her  a  countenance  and  eyes,  pretty 
and  sparkling  at  all  times,  but  ennobled  at  present 
with  the  energy  of  expression  proper  to  those  who 
have  dared  to  form,  and  stand  prepared  to  execute, 
deeds  of  generous  audacitjr. 

"  Will  these  features— will  these  eyes,  joined  to  the 
benefit  I  am  about  to  confer  upon  Sir  Piercie  Shaf- 
ton.  do  nothing  towards  removing  the  dietanoe  of 
rank  between  usT' 

Such  waa  the  question  which  female  vanity  asked 
of  fancy :  and  though  even  fkncy  dared  not  answer 
in  a  ready  affirmative,  a  middle  conclusion  was 
adopted— "Let  me  flrat  succour  the  gallant  jroutb, 
and  trust  to  fortune  for  the  rest" 

Banishing,  therefore  from  her  mind  every  thing 
that  was  personal  to  herself^  the  rash  but  generous 
girl  turned  her  whole  thoughts  to  the  means  of  exe- 
cuting this  enterprise. 

The  difficulties  which  interposed  were  of  no  ordi- 
nary nature.  The  vengeance  of  the  men  of  that  coun- 
try, in  cases  of  deadly  feud,  that  is,  in  cases  of  a 
quarrel  excited  by  the  slaughter  of  anv  of  their  rela- 
tions, was  one  of  their  most  marked  characteristics; 
and  Edward,  however  gentle  in  other  respects,  was 
so  fond  of  his  brother,  that  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  he  would  be  as  signal  in  his  revenge  as  the  cus- 
toms of  th^e  country  authorized.  There  were  to  be 
passed  the  inner  door  of  the  apartment,  the  two  gatea 
of  the  tower  itself,  and  the  gate  of  the  court-yard, 
•ra  the  piisoner  was  at  liberty ;  and  then  a  guide  and 
means  of  flight  were  to  be  provided,  otherwise  tilti- 
mate  escape  was  impossible.   But  whece  the  will  of 


woman  is  strongly  bent,  on  the  acooaa^iafafnMit  o^ 
such  a  purpose,  her  wit  is  seldom  baffled  by  diffieBi* 
ties,  however  embarrassinK. 

The  Sub-Prior  had  not  long  left  the  apartment,  ess 
Mysie  had  devised  a  scheme  for  Sir  Piercie  Shafwn's 
freedom,  daring  indeed,  but  Hkely  to  be  suoceeafol,  if 
dexterously  conducted.  It  was  neceaaaiTt  however, 
that  she  should  remain  where  she  was  till  so  late  an 
hour,  that  all  in  the  tower  ahould  have  betaken  them- 
selves to  repose,  excei»ting  tfiose  whose  du^  made 
them  watchers.  The  interval  ahe  employed  in  ob- 
aervinjg  the  movements  of  the  person  in  whose  ser- 
vice she  was  thus  boldly  a  volunteer. 

She  could  hear  Sir  Piercie  Sfaafton  iiaoe  the  floor 
to  and  fro,  in  reflection  doobdesa  on  his  ovm  unto- 
ward fate  and  precarious  situation.  By  and  by  ahe 
heard  him  making  a  rustling  among  his  trnnk& 
which,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the,  Sub-Pri<»',  had 
been  placed  in  the  apartmmH  to  which  he  was  con- 
fined, and  which  he  was  probably  amusing  more 
melancholy  thoughts  by  examining  and  avrangiag. 
Then  she  could  hear  him  resume  his  walk  tfaromoi 
the  room,  and.  as  if  his  spirits  had  been  somewhat 
relieved  and  elevated  by  the  sorvey  of  his  waidiobe. 
she  could  distinguish  that  at  one  torn  he  half  redteo 
a  aonnct,  at  another  half  whistled  a  galliard,  and  at 
the  third  hummed  a  saraband.  At  length  ahe  could 
understand  that  he  extended  himself  on  the  tempo- 
rary couch  which  had  been  allotted  to  him,  aner 
muttering  his  prayers  hastily,  and  in  a  short  time  Ae 
concluded  he  must  be  fast  asleep. 

She  emploved  the  moments  which  intervened  in 
considering  her  enterpriae  under  every  diflerent  as- 
pect; and  danfferons  as  it  was,  the  steady  review 
which  she  took  of  the  various  perils  accomiwnyiog 
her  purpose,  furnished  her  with  plauaible  devices  for 
obviating  them.  Love  and  generooa  compassion, 
which  five  singly  such  powerful  impulse  to  the 
female  heart,  were  in  this  cass  uniied,  and  cham- 
pioned her  to  the  last  extremity  of  hasard. 

It  was  an  hour  past  midnight  All  in  the  tower 
slept  soundly  but  those  who  had  undertaken  to  fmard 
the  English  prisoner ;  or  if  sorrow  and  soflering  drove 
sleep  from  the  bed  of  Dame  Olendinning  and  her 
fostcr-daugbter,  they  were  too  much  wraM  in  their 
i  own  ^efs  to  attend  to  external  sounds.  The  means 
of  striking  light  wore  at  hand  in  the  small  apartment, 
and  thus  the  Miller's  maiden  was  enabled  to  light 
and  trim  a  small  lamp.  With  a  trembling  step  and 
throbbing  heart,  she  undid  the  door  which  separated 
her  from  the  apartment  in  which  the  Southron  knight 
was  confined,  and  almost  flinched  from  her  fixed  pur- 
pose, when  she  found  herself  in  the  same  room  wi& 
the  sleeping  prisoner.  She  scarcely  trusted  heiaetf 
to  look  upon  him,  as  he  lay  wrapped  in  his  cloak, 
and  fast  asleep  upon  the  pallet  bed.  but  turned  her 
eyes  away  while  she  gently  polled  his  mantle  with 
no  more  force  than  was  just  equal  to  awaken  bun. 
He  moved  not  until  she  had  twitched  bis  cloak  a 
second  and  a  third  time,  and  then  at  length  lookliw 
up,  was  about  to  make  an  exclamation  m  the  sud- 
denness of  his  sarorise. 

Mysie's  bashfulness  was  conquered  bv  her  fSear. 
She  plaoed  her  fingers  on  her  lips,  in  token  that  he 
must  observe  the  most  strict  silence,  and  then  pointed 
to  the  door  to  intimate  that  it  was  watched. 

Sir  Piercie  Shafton  now  collected  himaelf,  and  sat 
upright  on  his  couch.  He  gazed  with  sorpxise  oo 
the  graceful  figure  of  the  voung  woman  who  atood 
before  him ;  her  well-formea  person,  her  flowing  hair, 
and  the  outline  of  her  features,  showed  dimly,  ana 
yet  to  advantage,  by  the  partial  and  feeble  li^ht  which 
she  held  in  her  hand.  The  romantic  imagination  of 
the  gallant  would  aoon  have  coined  some  compUniait 
proper  for  the  occasion,  but  Mysie  left  him  not  time. 
"  I  come,"  she  said,  "  to  sare  your  life,  which  » 
elae  in  great  peril— if  you  answer  me,  speak  aa  low 
as  you  can,  for  they  have  sentinelled  your  door  with 
armed  men." 

/'  Comeliest  of  millers'  daughters,"  answered  Sir 

Piercie,  who  bv  this  time  was  sitting  upright  in  his 

couch,  '*  dread  nothing  for  my  ssfety.    Credit  me, 

that,  as,  in  very  truth,  I  have  not  spilled  the  red  puddle 

,  (which  these  villagios  call  the  blood)  of  th^r  most 
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VMivilnklioii,  to  I  Miiiadflriui  appwiheniion  whftt- 
•fer  tor  the  umm  of  this  rectraint,  feeing  thmt  it  can- 
Dol  but  be  hannlees  to  me.  Natheteee,  to  thee^  O 
■MMt  Moleodinar  beauty,  I  return  the  thanka  which 
thr  eourteay  may  justly  daira." 

^  Nay,  but.  Sir  Knight,"  aoawered  the  maiden,  in 
a  woiaper  aa  low  aa  it  waa  tremulous,  '*  I  deeerre  no 
thanka,  unless  you  will  act  by  my  counsel.  Edward 
Gleodinning  hath  sent  for  Dan  of  the  Howlet-hirst, 
•Dd  young  Adie  of  Aikenshaw,  and  thev  are  come 
with  three  men  more,  and  with  bow.  ana  jack,  and 
■pear,  and  I  heard  them  say  to  each  other,  and  to 
fidward,  aa  they  alighted  in  the  court,  that  they 
would  have  amends  for  the  death  of  their  kinsman, 
aC  the  monk'a  cowl  ahould  amoke  for  it— And  the  yas* 
aala  are  ao  wilful  now,  that  the  Abbot  himself  dare 
Dot  control  them,  for  fear  they  turn  heretics,  and 
refose  to  pay  their  feu-duties." 

"  In  faith,"  said  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  "  it  may  be  a 
•hiawd  temptation,  and  perchance  the  monks  may 
rid  themselves  of  trouble  and  cumber,  by  handing 
ne  over  the  march  to  Sir  John  Foster  or  Lord  Huns- 
don,  the  English  wardens,  and  so  make  peace  with 
their  vaaaala  and  with  England  at  once.  Fairest 
Molinara,  I  will  for  once  walk  by  thy  rede,  and  if 
thou  dost  oontrive  to  extricate  me  from  this  vile  ken- 
neL  I  will  so  celebrate  thy  wit  and  beauty,  that  the  Ba- 
kars  nymph  of  .Raphael  d'Urbino  shall  aeem  l2ut  a 
sipay  in  comparison  of  my  Molinara." 

I  pray  you,  then,  be  silent."  said  'the  Miller's 
daughter;  *  for  if  your  speech  betravs  that  you  are 
awake,  mv  scheme  fails  utterly,  ana  it  is  Heaven's 
laercy  and  Our  Lady's  that  we  are  not  already  over- 
heard and  discovered." 

"  I  am  silent,"  replied  the  Southron,  "  even  aa  the 
Biarleas  night— -but  yet—if  this  contrivance  of  thine 
ahoold  endanger  thy  aafety,  lair  and  no  leaa  kind 
than  fair  damsel,  it  were  utterly  unworthy  of  me  to 
accept  it  at  thy  hand." 

^uo  not  think  of  me,"  aaid  MysicL  hastily;  '*I  am 
safe  I  will  take  thought  for  myself,  if  I  once  saw 
you  out  of  this  dangeroua  dwelKng— if  you  would 
paovide  yourself  with  any  part  of  your  apparel  or 
goods,  loae  no  time." 

The  knight  did;  however,  lose  some  time,  ere  he 
coukl  settle  in  hia  own  miod  what  to  take  and  what 
to  abandon  of  his  wardrobe,  each  article  of  which 
aeemed  endeared  to  him  bv  recollection  of  the  feasts 
and  revela  at  which  it  had  been  exhibited.  For  some 
little  while  Myaie  left  him  to  make  hia  selections  at 
kiaurei  for  ahe  herself  had  also  some  preparetiona  to 
make  lor  flight  But  when,  returning  trom  the  cham- 
ber into  which  she  had  retired,  with  a  small  bundle 
in  her  hand^  she  found  him  still  indecisive,  slie  in- 
sisted in  plain  terms,  that  he  should  either  make  up 
his  baggage  for  the  enterpriscL  or  give  it  up  entirely. 
Tbua  ufged,  the  diaconsolate  knight  hastily  made  up 
a  few  clothea  into  a  bundle,  regarded  his  trunk-mails 
with  a  mute  ezpreasion  of  parting  sorrow,  and  inti- 
mated his  readmeas  to  wait  upon  nis  kind  guide. 

She  led  the  way  to  the  door  of  the  apartment, 
havmg  first  carefully  extinguished  her  lainp,  and 
motioning  to  the  knight  to  stand  close  behind  her, 
tspped  once  or  twice  at  the  door.  She  was  at  length 
answered  by  Edward  Glendinning,  who  demanded 
to  know  who  knocked  within,  and  what  was  deaired. 

"  Speak  low,"  aaid  Mysie  Happer,  "  or  you  will 
awaken  the  English  knight.  It  is  1.  Mysie  Happer, 
who  knock— I  wish  to  get  out— you  nave  locked  me 
up — and  I  waa  obliged  to  wait  till  the  Southron 

'^Locked  you  up  F*  replied  Edward,  in  surprise. 

**  Tea,"  anawered  the  Miller's  daughter,  "  you  have 
k>cked  me  up  into  this  room— I  waa  m  Mary  Avenel's 
deeping  apartment." 

**  And  can  you  not  remain  there  till  morning,'^  re- 
plied Edward,  "  aince  it  haa  ao  chanced  1" 

"  WhatT'  said  the  Miller's  daughter,  in  a  tone  of 
offiended  delicacy,  "  /  remain  here  a  moment  longer 
than  I  can  get  out  without  discovery !— I  would  not, 
for  all  the  Halidome  of  St  Mary* a,  remain  a  minute 
longer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  man'a  apartment 
than  I  can  help  it— For  whom,  or  for  what  do  you 
hold  mel    I  promise  you,  my  tatbor'a  daughter  haa 


basabsKerbRmglitttp  than  to  pot  ia  pari)  iMr^oad 
name.*' 

**  Conie  ffMTth,  then,  and  get  to  thy  ohanbar  in 
suence,"  satd  Edward. 

So  aaying,  he  nndid  the  bolt  The  ataircaae  with- 
out waa  in  utter  darknesa,  aa  Myaie  had  before  ascer- 
tained. So  soon  as  she  stept  out,  she  took  hold  of 
Edward  as  if  to  support  herself;  thus  inteiposing  her 
person  betwixt  him  and  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  by  whom 
ahq^  waa  cloady  followed.  Thua  acraened  from  obaer- 
vauon,  theEngUshman  ali|»ed  paat  on  tiptoe,  unahod 
and  in  silence,  while  the  damael  complained  to  Ed- 
ward that  aha  wanted  a  light 

'*  I  cannot  get  you  a  light,"  aaid  he,  "  for  I  cannot 
leave  this  post ;  but  there  is  a  fire  below." 

"  I  will  ait  below  till  momiag,"  aakl  the  -Maid  of 
the  Mill;  and,  tripping  down  stairs,  heard  Edward 
bolt  and  bar  the  door  of  the  now  tenantleaa  apart- 
ment, with  vain  caution. 

At  the  foot  of  the  stair  which  ahe  deacended^  aha 
found  the  object  of  her  care  waiting  her  farther  direc- 
tions. She  recommended  to  him  the  most  abaohila 
ailenoe,  which,  for  once  in  his  life,  he  seemed  not  un- 
willing to  observe,  conducted  him  with  aa  much  cau- 
tion as  if  he  were  walking  on  cracked  ice,  to  a  dark 
receaa,  uaed  for  depoaiting  wood,  and  inatructed  him 
to  enaconce  himaelf  behind  the  fagota.  She  heraelf 
lighted  her  lamp  once  more  at  the  kitchen-fire,  and 
took  herdiataflfand  apindle,  that  ahe  might  not  aeem 
to  be  unemployed,  in  caae  any  one  came  into  the 
apartment.  From  time  to  time,  however,  ahe  atola 
towarda  the  window  on  tiptoe,  to  catch  the  first 
glance  of  the  dawn,  for  the  farther  proaecution  of  bar 
adventuroua  project  At  length  8h«  aaw,  to  her  great 
joy,  the  firat  pea>  of  the  morning  brii^ten  upon  the 
grey  clouds  of  the  east,  and,  daaping  her  handa  to- 
gether, thanked  Our  Lady  for  the  eight,  and  implored 
protection  during  the  remainder  of  bar  enteipriaa. 
Ere  ahe  had  finiahed  her  prayer,  ahe  atarted  at  fesling 
a  man'a  arm  across  her  shoulder,  while  a  rough  voice 

Soke  in  her  ear—"  What !  menaefiil  l^raie  of  the 
ill  80  soon  at  her  prayen  1— now.  beniaon  on  the 
bonny  eye^  that  open  ao  early !— I'll  have  a  kiaa  for 
good-monow's  sake." 

Dan  of  the  Howlet-hirat.  for  he  waa  the  gallant 
who  paid  Mysie  this  compliment,  suited  the  aetioo 
with  the  word,  and  the  action,  aa  ia  uanal  in  aoch 
caaea  of  ruadc  gallantry,  waa  rewarded  with  a  euS, 
which  Dan  received  aa  a  nnegeatleman  receivea  a  tap 
with  a  fan,  but  whidi,  delivcoed  by  the  energetic  arm 
of  the  Miller'a  maiden,  woold  have  certaiidy  aatoniah- 
ed  a  leaa  robuat  gallant 

"  How  now,  Sir  Coxcomb !"  aaid  ahe,  **  and  mnat 
you  be  away  fi:om  your  guard  over  the  Enffiah  kni^t, 
to  plague  quiet  folk  with  your  horaetricka  I" 

"Truly  you  are  miataken^  pretty  Myaie,"  aaid  the 
clown,  *%r  I  have  not  yet  relieved  Edivard  at  hia  post  i 
and  were  it  not  a  ahame  to  let  him  atay  any  longer, 
by  my  faith,  I  could  find  it  in  my  heart  not  to  tiott 
you  these  two  houra." 

"O,  you  have  houra  and  houn  eoofidh  to  aee  any 
one,"  aaid  Mysie :  **  but  you  must  think  of  the  dis- 
tress of  the  household  even  now,  and  get  Edward  to 
alem  for  awhile,  for  he  haa  kept  watch  thia  whok 
nSit" 

^I  will  have  another  kiaa  first,"  answered  Dan  of 
the  Howlet-hirat 

But  Mysie  waa  now  on  her  guaid.  and.  conacioas 
of  the  vicinity  of  the  wood-hole,  ottered  each  stte* 
nuous  resistance,  that  the  awain  ouraed  the  nymph's 
bad  humour  with  very  unpaatoral  phraae  and  eiiq>han% 
and  ran  up  staira  to  relieve  the  guard  of  hia  comrade. 
Stealing  to  the  deor,  ahe  heard  the  new  aentinel  hold 
a  brief  oonveraadon  with  Edward,  after  which  the 
latter  withdrew,  and  the  former  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  his  watch.  „     ,  ,.  ,       ... 

Mysie  suffered  him  to  walk  there  a  littia  while 
undisturbed,  imtil  the  dawning  became  more  aeneraL 
by  which  time  ahe  auppoaed  he  miaht  have  digeated 
her  coyneaa,  and  then  preeenting  neraelf  before  the 
watchful  sentinel,  demanded  of  him  "  the  keya  of  the 
outer  tower,  and  of  the  court-yaid  gate." 

And  for  what  purpoaef  answered  the  waiMr. . 
Tc  mtlk  the  cowa,  and  drhra  tham  oot  to  their 
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pMtnra,"  Mdd  My«6;  ^'yoa  would  not  hare  the  poor 
bemsts  Kept  in  the  byre  a'  moming«  and  theTamiljr 
in  auch  dratreea,  that  there  isna  ane  fit  to  do  a  turn 
but  the  bjrre-woman  and  myaelf T  *        . 
.    **  And  where  ia  the  byre-woman  V\  aaid  Dan. 

**  SittiM  with  me  in  the  kitchen,  ra  caae  tbeae  dia- 
traaaed  foUL  want  any  thing." 

*' There  are  the  keya.  tb<ni,  Myaie  Dorta,"  aaid  the 

*'  Many  thanka,  Dan  Ne*er-do-weeI,**  anawered  >be 
Maid  of  the  Mili,  and  eacaped  down  ataira  in  a  mo- 
ment*  , 

To  haaten  to  the  wood-hole,  and  there  to  robe  the 
Rnglieh  knight  in  a  abort  gown  and  petticoat,  which 
ahe  had  provided  for  the  puipoae,  waa  the  work  of 
another  moment.  She  then  undid  the  gates  of  the 
tower,  and  made  towards  the  byre,  or  cow-houae, 
which  ateod  in  one  comer  of  the  court-yard.  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton  remonstrated  againat  the  delay  which 
thia  would  occasion. 

*^  Fair  and  generoua  Molinara,"  he  aaid.  had  we 
not  better  undo  the  outward  gate,  and  make  the  fa^t 
of  oar  way  hence,  even  like  a  pair  of  aea-mewa  who 
make  towards  ahelter  of  the  rocka  as  the  atorm  wazea 
YaAr 

^MVe  must  drive  oat  the  cowa  first,'*  aaid  Myaie, 
"  for  a  sin  it  were  to  spoil  the  poor  vridow's  caul& 
both  for  her  si^e  and  the  puir  beaata*  own ;  and  I 
have  no  mind  any  one  shall  leave  the  tower  in  a  hurry 
to  follow  na.  Besides  you  must  have  your  horse,  for 
you  will  need  a  fleet  one  ere  all  be  done." 

So  aaying,  ahe  locked  and  double-locked  both  the 
inward  and  outward  door  of  the  tower,  proceeded  to 
the  oow-houae,  turned  out  the  cattle,  and,  giving 
the  knight  hia  own  horse  to  lead,  drove  them  oefore 
her  out  of  the  court-yard  gate,  intending  to  return  for 
ber  own  palfrey.  But  the  noiae  attending  the  first 
operation  caii^ht  the  wakeful  attention  of  Edward, 
who  atarting  to  the  bartizan,  called  to  know  what 
the  matter  waa. 

Myaie  anawered  vnth  great  readiness,  that  ahe 
was  driving  out  the  cows,  for  that  they  would  be 
spoiled  for  want  of  looking  to." 

"  I  thank  thee,  kind  maiden,"  aaid  Edward—*'  and 
yet,"  he  added,  after  a  moment'a  pauae,  "  what  dam- 
sel ia  that  thou  hast  vnth  theel" 

Myaie  waa  about  to  anawer,  when  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton,  who  apparentlv  did  not  desire  that  the  great 
work  of  hia  hberation  abould  be  ejucuted  without  the 
inteipoaition  of  his  own  ingenuity,  exclaimed  from  be- 
neath, "I  am  ahe,  O  moat  bucoiical  juvenal  under 
whoae  charge  are  placed  the  milky  mothers  of  the 
herd." 

**  Hell  and  darkneaa !"  exclaimed  Edward,  in  a 
tranaport  of  fury  and  aatoniahment,  "  it  ia  Piercie 
Shafton— What !  treason  !  treaaon  !— ho  !— Dan- 
Jasper— Martin— the  villain  escapee  I" 

V  To  horse !  to  horse !"  cried  Mysie,  and  in  an  in- 
•tant  mounted  behind  the  knight,  who  waa  already 
in  the  aaddle. 

Edward  caught  up  a  croaabow,  and  let  fly  a  bolt, 
which  whistlea  so  near  Myaio'a  ear,  that  she  called 
to  her  companion  — '*  Spur— spur,  Sir  Knight !— the 
next  will  not  miss  us.— Had  it  been  Halbert  instead 
of  Edward  who  bent  that  bow,  we  had  been  dead." 

The  knight  pressed  his  horse,  which  dashed  past 
the  cows,  and  down  the  knoll  on  which  the  tower 
waa  aituated.  Then  taking  the  road  down  the  val- 
ley, the  gallant  animal,  reckless  of  its  double  burden, 
soon  conveyed  them  out  of  hearing  of  the  tunnilt  and 
alarm  vnth  which  their  departure  filled  the  tower  of 
Glendearg. 

Thus  it  strangelv  happened,  that  two  men  were 
flying  in  different  directiona  at  the  aame  time,  each 
•ocuaed  of  being  the  other'a  murderer. 
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-flure  he  cairaot 


Be  to  nmnanbr  m  to  feftva  om  hen  i 

If  1m  do,  makbi  will  not  m  mmIj 

Tnnt  nMo  again.  -rA<  Two  NoUe  Kinmnmi. 

Tm  knifl^t  continued  to  keep  the  good  horse  at  a 
pace  as  qoick  as  the  road  permitted,  until  they  had 


elesrad  the  Tolief  of  Otaniem,  mad  antored 
the  broad  dale  of  the  Tweed,  which  now  rolled  I 
them  in  cryaul  beauty,  displayiiw  on  its  oppooita 
bank  the  huge  gray  Monastery  of  St.  Manrs.  whose 
lowers  and  pinnaclea  were  acaroe  yet  touched  by  m 
newly-risen  sun,  so  deeply  the  edifice  lies  shrooded 
under  the  mountaina  which  rise  to  the  soathwaid. 

Turning  to  the  left,  the  knight  oontinoed  his  rood 
down  the  northern  bank  of  the  river,  until  they  snv 
ved  nearly  opposite  to  the  weir,  or  dsm-dikei,  wbese 
Father  Philip  concluded  hia  extraordinary  aqnotie 
excursion. 

Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  whoae  brain  seldom  admitted 
moie  than  one  idea  at  a  time,  had  hitherto  poshed 
forward  without  very  diatinctly  conaidering 
be  waa  going.  But  the  sight  of  the  Monasi 
near  to  him,  reminded  him  that  he  waa  atill  on 

Serous  ground,  and  that  he  must  neeeasarily  provide 
)r  his  safetjr  by  choosing  aome  aettled  plan  of  es- 
cape. The  situation  of  h»  guide  and  deliverer  also 
occurred  to  him,  for  he  was  in  from  being  dtber 
selfish  or  ungratefiil.  He  listened^  and  discovwsd 
that  the  Millers  daushter  waa  sobbing  snd  weeping 
bitterly  as  she  rested  ner  head  on  hia  shoulder. 

"  What  ails  thee,"  he  said,  "  my  generoas  MoK- 
nara  7— is  there  aught  that  Piercie  ShaftoiLcando 
which  may  show  hia  gratitude  lo  hia  deliverer T* 
My^e  pointed  with  her  finger  across  the  river,  but 
ventured  not  to  turn  her  eyes  in  that  directioa. 
"  Nay,  but  speak  plain,  moat  generous  damael,"  said 
the  knight,  who,  for  once,  was  puzzled  as  moch  as 
his  own  elegance  of  speech  was  wont  to  puzzle 
otherB,  **  for  1  swear  to  you  that  I  comprehend  nought 
by  the  extension  of  thy  fair  digit." 

"  Yonder  is  mv  father*  a  house."  said  Mysie,  in  a 
voice  interropted  by  the  increased  burst  of  hei  sorrow. 

**  And  I  was  carrying  thee  discourteously  to  a  dis- 
tance ftx>m  thy  habitation  1"  said  Shafton,  imagin- 
ing he  bad  found  out  the  eouroe  of  her  grie£  **  Wo 
worth  the  hour  that  Piercie  Shafton,  in  attention  to 
his  own  safety,  neclected  the  accommodation  of  any 
female,  far  less  of  his  most  beneficent  liberstriee! 
Dismount,  then,  O  lovelv  MoHuara,  unlesa  thoa 
wouldst  rather  that  1  should  transport  thee  on  horse- 
back to  the  house  of  thy  molendinary  father,  which, 
if  thou  aayest  the  word,  I  am  prompt  to  do,  defying 
all  dangera  which  may  ariae  to  me  personally,  whe- 
ther by  monk  or  miller." 

Mysie  suppressed  her  sobs,  and  with  considerable 
difficulty  muttered  her  desire  to  ali^t,  and  take  her 
fortune  by  herself.  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  too  devoted 
a  squire  of  dames  to  consider  the  moat  lowly  as  ex- 
emptcMl  from  a  respectful  attention,  independMit  d 
the  claims  which  the  Miller^s  maiden  possessed  over 
him,  dismounted  instantly  from  hia  horse,  and're- 
ceived  in  hia  arma  the  poor  girl,  who  still  wept  bit- 
.terly,  and,  when  placed  on  the  ground,  seemed  scarce 
able  to  aupport  herself,  or  at  least  still  clung,  thoo^. 
as  it  appeared,  unconsciously,  to  the  sumwrt  he  haa 
afTordea.  He  carried  her  to  a  weeping  birch-tree^ 
which  grew  on  the  green-award  banR  around  whidi 
the  road  winded,  aiid,  placing  her  on  the  ground  be- 
neath it,  exhorted  her  to  compose  herself.  A  strong 
touch  of  natural  feeling  atruggled  with,  and  half 
overcame,  hia  acquired  affectation,  while  he  said, 
"  Credit  me,  most  generoua  damael,  the  service  you 
have  done  to  Piercie  Shafton  he  would  have  deemed 
too  dearly  bought,  had  he  foreseen  it  waa  to  cost  yOa 
these  tears  ana  aingults.  Show  me  the  csuse  of  your 
grief^  and  if  I  can  do  ought  to  remove  it,  believe  that 
the  righta  you  have  acquired  over  me  will  make  your 
commanda  aacred  aa  those  of  an  empress.  Speakf 
then,  fair  Molinara,  and  command  him  whom  fortune 
hath  rendered  at  once  vour  debtor  and  your  champion. 
What  are  vour  orderar* 

"Only  that  you  will  fly  and  save  youroeli;"  said 
Mysie,  mustering  up  her  utmost  efibrts  to  utter  these 
few  words. 

"Yet,"  said  the  kni^t,  "let  me  not  leave  you 
without  aome  token  of  remembrance."  Mysie  vriMld 
have  aaid  there  needed  none,  and  moat  truly  would 
ahe  have  spoken,  could  she  have  apoken  for  weeping. 
"  Piercie  Shafton  ia  poor,"  he  continued.  **  but  let 
this  chain  teatify  he  is  not  ungrateful  to  his  deMveier." 


CiuF.  XXIX.] 

He  MMk  trom  hi*  uA  dw  lioh  ebua  ni  mcdiU 
lion  -wv  h>*«  fbrmari*  mtatiattai,  and  nt  il  inio  tbs 
powvrieaa  huHi  of  tbe  poor  maiden,  who  nmibcr  ts- 
eened  mr  reicEMil  it,  lull,  ocenpied  wilhntorainunM 
fedinn,  seMiied  KiTca  iwin  of  whii  h*  <•■■  doing. 

"  Ws  abBll  meel  asain,"  nid  9a  Pincie  Shifion, 
"  at  leaH  I  tnut  to )  mMDwhile,  WMp  no  moni,  fait 
HolinaTm,  an  ihOD  Iil*M(  me." 

Tbe  pbriae  of  canjonlioD  wu  but  nied  *■  an  or- 

■■- — ~ — TipUce  expnamoD  of  lbs  time,  bul  bora 

"" "   "io"!  ear.     She  dried  hir 


•er  anM  to  poor  Mnie^i  e 
and  wban  Ibe  knight,  in  ■ 

iiirteaT,  Mm — '  ■ ' ■■ 

■ebnmMru 


or  pwbapa 
toofcbacV 


hatae,aDdbc(nnlor 

a  UrocgBT  feeliitt,  m _.._ 

wben  5a  babelo  the  mille: 


- jughlet 

lag  atill  molionleai  on  the  qwl  wbere  ihey  had 
I,  her  eff  turned  after  him,  and  the  uabeaded 


paitad,  her  tfta  turned  l —  . 
chain  banginK  tram  ber  hand. 

Il  waa  ai  ihia  momeDl  that  a  ghmpae  of  the  real 
Male  of  Hnie'*  afleciiona,  and  of  the  motive  fram 
which  ahe  had  acted  in  the  whale  Tnalier,  glanced  on 
Sa  Piercie  Shanon'a  miDd.  The  gallantg  of  ihsi 
W>.  dinotdrtated.  aqiiring,  and  lalir-inind«i  even 
-  their  coxcombry,  were  ainngeri  to  thoae  do- 
a  puraullB  which  are  UBualljr 


THE  MmiAaTERT.  •■ 

nrrant  M  iba  Abbar^I  ban  aAndtd  tlwihbot,  and 
if  I  rvtum  home  ray  father  will  kill  me." 

"  He  dare  not  injure  thee,  bf  Hearan  I"  aaid  Sir 
Piercie:  "  I  aweai  to  thee,  by  my  honour  and  kniglil- 
hood,  that  the  forcaa  of  my  couain  of  Northumber- 
land ihall  lay  the  Honaelery  ao  Hal,  that  a  horaa 
ahall  not  aiumble  ai  b«  tidea  over  it,  if  lhe:r  ahonld 
dare  lo  injure  a  hair  of  your  head  I  Therefore  ha 
hopeful  and  content,  kind  Myainda.  and  know  rou 
have  obliged  one  who  can  and  will  BTcnge  the  aligbl- 
eal  wrong  oflared  lojou." 

He  apnuiBfrom  hia  horae  aa  he  epoke,  and  in  the 
inimalion  oT  hia  ailment,  graaped  the  willing  band 
of  Myaie,  (or  Myainda  na  he  had  now  chnaiened 
her.)  He  gazed  loo  upon  full  black  eyes,  fiiad  upon 
hia  own  with  an  eKpreaaion  which,  however  niboued 
br  tnaidenly  ahame,  it  waa  impoaaible  la  miataka,  od 
cheeka  whoa  aometbiog  like  hope  began  to  laatora 
the  natural  colour,  and  on  two  lipa  which,  like  donbla 


lending  and  miachu 

bk  mwdooa  of  the  plain,"  or  degrade-thi 
to  dqirive  ninl  innocence  of  peace  anu  vifiub.  it. 
lollawed  of  coiuae,  that  as  conqueata  in  Ihia  claaa 
were  DO  pan  of  their  ambition,  they  were  in  moat 
caaaa  totally  overlooked  and  unauipected,  left  unim- 
liTOTad,  aa  a  modem  would  call  it,  where,  aa  on  the 
pteaant  occaaion,  Ihay  wen  caanally  made.  The 
coinpaDion  of  Aaoophd,  and  flower  of  the  lilt-yard 
of  Feliciana,  had  no  more  idea  that  hi*  gnicea  and 
good  parte  conid  attach  the  lave  of  Myaie  Happer, 
Uan  a  firat-raia  beauty  in  the  boiea  dreams  iit  the 
filal  wound  which  her  channa  may  inflict  on  aome 

in  any  oriinary  caae,  the  pride  of  rank  and  dietinc- 
tian  would  have  pronounced  on  the  humble  ad' 
minr  tbe  doom  which  Beau  Fielding  denounced 
■gainet  the  whole  female  world,  "  Let  them  look 
and  die/'  but  tbe  obligatiana  under  which  be  lay  lo 
Iheenamonied  maiden,  miller'a  daughter  as  ahewsa, 
predoded  tba  poasibilily  of  Sir  Piereie'a  treating  the 
milter  en  eocoiur,  and,  much  embarraiaed,  yet  a 
lilile  nattered  ai  the  lame  time,  he  rode  hack  to  try 
what  could  be  done  for  the  damsel's  relief 

Tba  innate  madeaiy  of  poor  Myain  could  not  pre- 
vent \nr  showing  too  obviaua  signa  of  joy  at  Sir 
Pietcie  Shafion's  return.     She  was  betrayed  by  the 


qMtkle  of  the  rekindline  e] 

hiawever  timidly  baatawad,  aQe  coiua  iui(  ueip 

to  the  neck  of  tba  botae  which  brought  back 


"  Wlial  fartfaCTcan  I  do  lor  you,  kind  HalinaraT' 
said  Piercie  Shaflon,  himaelf  hesitating  and  bluah- 
ing:  for,  to  the  grace  of  Queen  Beas'a  ue  be  it 
nocen.  her  coimiera  wore  more  iron  on  theiibreaita 
than  braaa  on  thdr  foreheada,  and  even  amid  iheii 
vanniea  pruu  led  still  the  decaying  spirit  of  chivalry. 


ne  oecayin^  spirti  oi  cmvairy, 
e  the  very  gentla  Knight  of 


Hysie  Unshed  deeply,  with  her  eyes  fixed  on  the 
groood,  and  Sir  Piercie  proceeded  in  the  aame  lone 
of  embarraaaed  kindneaa.  "Are  you  afraid  to  relom 
boms  alone,  my  kind  Holinaral— would  you  thai  I 
^oold  accompany  youT' 

"Alaaf  aaid  Myaie,  looking  Up,  and  ber  cheek 
changiDK  ffnn  acailet  to  pale,  "I  have  do  home 
lefir^ 

"Hovrl  no  home?"  aaid  ShaRon;  "aaya  myse- 
nenma  Molinara  aha  bath  no  home,  when  yonder 
Btanda  the  house  of  her  father,  and  bul  a  crystal 

"Alaat"  anawered  the  Milln'a  maiden,  "I  have 
■M  langar  either  home  or  &tb*T.    He  ia  a  devoted 


re  kapt  a  lillla  apart  by  avoclation,  ai 
in  a  Une  of  taelh  as  while  aa  pearl,    i... 
igerous  lo  look  upon,  and  Sir  Pierd* 

in,  after  repeating  with  It  <  <       .        • 

t   that  the  fair  Hysinda 

'"""-"Idd^ 

safety." 

Mviio  Happei  made  no  answer:  bo% 

acsrlel  betwixl  joy  and  shame,  muleJy  axpri- 

willingness  to  accompany  the  Southron  Knigh^  by 
knilling  her  bntidle  cloaer,  and  preparing  lo  reauma 
her  seat  cncruupe.  "And  what  is  your  pleasure  Ihal 
I  should  do  with  thist"  she  said,  holditig  up  tha 
chain  aa  if  ahe  hod  been  for  the  flial  time  aware  that 
it  was  in  her  hand. 

"  Keep  it,  fairest  Myainda.  for  my  sake,    aaid  (he 

"Not  ao,  air,"  anawend  Hyai^  gravely;  "tbs 
maidniB  of  my  country  take  no  auch  giAa  from  Ihail' 
superiors^  and  I  need  no  token  ta  remind  roe  of  this 

HoBi  eameatly  and  couneoaaly  did  the  knight  Oiga 
har  •^»r,i*n»  gf  the  proposed  gUBidon,  bul  on  thlB 
»«  reaalutei  [seUng  pertiapa,  that  lo 
ling  bearing  the  appearance  of  ra- 
■- e  ahe  bad  nodaiad 


"""lo^an    thin 
vard,  would  be  to  pli 


ii|K)n  whoa 

SbTwu  D 
reckoning  ^ 
of  the  lowi 
diSicultvto 

Thev  jo« 
and  Sir  Pi 
lima  in  hit 
ihecDun.nl 

one  word  oul  of  three  which  was  uttered  by  ber  M- 
low-trmTaller.  She  lislencii,  however,  and  admiied 
1  haa  been  conlanled 
I  handaome  bul  aillj 
I  was  in  hia  elemant) 
and  full  approbation 

. , -..anting  Eupwiiam  d 

than  nsuai  obscurily,  and  at  nmrathan nanal 

length.    Thus  psssed  the  marning,  and  noon  biougn 


_*__ 

miiiTBaa.  As  for  Sir  rii 
and  well  aaaured  of  the 
of  his  sudilor,  he 


tfaatn  witbin  ligfat  or  ■  winding  ttRam, 
of  which  arose  an  anciam  bironial  cmIIo, 
bf  Kimo  largo  Irwii.    At  «  smaU  diaianc 


TBE  HDNASTBRT. 


>  strsKRlioB  f" 


1  hiMtelriea  in   this  Eirk-tOwn,'' 
:he  wont  la  beat  for  oarpurpoH; 

,_.  from  the  ofherhou^oa,  and  I  ken 

the  man  weel,  foi  he  bw  dealt  with  my  filher  foi 

This  causa  tcientia,  to  uee  ■  lawyer' ■  phraK!,  wai 
ill  choaea  for  Mysie'apurpoM:  for  Sir  Piercie  Shaf- 
tan  had.  by  dint  al  his  own  loaiiacily,  been  talking; 
bimadr  all  ibis  while  itllo  a  high  ealeem  for  bia  fei: 
low-tnvelleT,  lod,  pleaaed  witli  the  graeioua  r 
tian  which  atie  afiorded  to  hii  powen  oif  conTerM 


„, ..  .   What  indeed  could 

baMffl  Nolhing  wm  w  natural  aa  that  a  miller'e 
dsDEnia  ahould  be  acquainted  with  publicans  who 
de^  wilh  her  father  for  malt,  and  all  Ihst  waa  to  be 
WDitdered  al  waa  the  ooncurrence  of  event*  which 
had  rendered  auch  a  female  the  companion  and  Kuide 
of  fiir  Piercie  Shifton  of  Wilierlon,  kinsman  of  the 
BTsat  Ear!  of  North utnberlanii,  whom  princes  and 
•orereigna  themselves  termed  cousin,  becsuae  of  the 
Piercie  blood.*  He  felt  thu  disgrace  of  strolling 
through  the  country  with  ■  millers  maiden  on  the 
er  behind  him.  aitd  was  even  ungrateful  enongh 
■ ■ r  _i.__^  when  he  halted  Es 


ilelliaence  of  Mysie  Happer  spared 
of  derogation,  by  insianil^  spring- 
e,  and  cmninimg  the  ears  of  mine 


SK.'L _ 

horse  at  the  door  of  the  liltle  ini 

Bnt  ifae  slen        ■' 

him  farther  seni 

ing  from  the  horse, 
host,  who  came  out  wim  m 
■  guest  of  the  knight's  a| 
gined  tale,  in  which  circun 

were  huddled  so  fast,  as  to  asionisn  simercie  anai> 
ton,  whoae  own  invention  was  none  of  ihe  moat 
brilliant.  8lie  eiplsined  to  Ihe  publican  that  this 
was  a  great  English  kniabl  Inivdliug  (rom  the  Mo* 
naatery  to  the  Court  of  Scotland,  after  having  paid 
his  TOWS  to  St.  Hary,  and  that  she  had  been  duccted 
lo  conduct  him  so  far  on  the  road  ;  and  thai  BalL 
her  palfrey,  had  fallen  by  the  way,  becsuae  be  hejl 
b«ea  over-wrouriii  with  csiryins  boins  the  laet  md' 
dsiof  meal  to  the  portioner  of  LannhoHi  and  that 
die  had  turned  in  Ball  loKTUe  In  lbs  Tasker'spatk, 
nrar  CripiilecrosB,  for  be  bad  stood  as  still  as  Lot's 
wife  wilh  *err  wearinessi  and  that  the  knight  had 
courteously  inaiated  die  shoold  ride  behind  him,  and 
tbst  she  had  brought  him  to  her  kend  friend's  hos- 
tslry  rather  than  lo  proud  Peter  Peddie's,  who  got 
hi>  malt  at  the  Millerstane  mills ;  and  that  ha  muBt 
Ret  lbs  best  that  the  house  sfTorded,  and  that  he 
must  get  it  ready  in  a  moment  of  time,  and  that  ahe 
was  ready  to  help  in  the  kitchen. 

All  tbia  ran  glibly  off  the  tongue  without  p 
the  part  of  Myeie  Hnp 


e  part  of  Myeie  Happer^  oi 
jandlord.  The  guest's  borse  waa  conauciea  lo  ine 
stable,  and  hs  himself  installed  in  the  cleanest  cor- 
ner and  best  seat  which  the  place  afforded.  Hyiie. 
ever  active  and  afflcions,  waa  at  once  engaged  in  pre- 
paring food,  in  v>reading  the  table,  and  in  making  all 

tha  better  airangementa  which  her "Id 

nggestlbr  the  honour  and  comfoi  a- 

nion.    He  would  fain  have  reeiater  ils 

it  waa  impoasible  not  to  be  graliGe  er 

and  slert  kindness  which  was  so  ■  ir- 

vice,  he  felt  an  undaflnabls  psin  in  It 

engaged  in  these  menial  servicts,  ig 

them,  moreover,  as  one  lo  whom  ti  lo 

ramiliBT.    Vet  this  jsning  beling  <  b, 

— d  perhaps  balanced  by,  thr  —  ■'■ 

liehth v__j_j_.ij„ 


which  the  neat-handed  maiden  eiec 

■  netmit  tilli  u  aaiiHilisiv  (Ilia  rsuli 
todAnnl  u  ueutai*  nhnira)  ilul  Ibi  Kh 
ciM  <if  tba  PiKiM  couitai  bMSDH  of  lb  bli 


Sua 


ho  waver  msan  in  tbsntselma,  and  gave  tolfae  wnldi- 
ad  oorner  of  a  miserable  ion  of  Ibe  period,  the  air  of 

a  bower,  in  which  an  enamoured  fairy,  or  at  teani 
shepherdees  of  Arcadia,  was  displaying,  wilh  an» 
vailing  eolicitude,  her  designs  on  ibe  bean  of  saoK 
knight,  destined  by  fortune  to  higher  iboutdita,  and* 
mote  folendid  union. 

ThelisblneM  and  grace  with  which  MyaieeovBrtd 
the  htlle  round  table  wiib  a  snow-white  clotfa,  and 
arranged  upon  it  a  bnstily- roasted  capon,  wilh  its  ac- 
companying sloup  of  Bourdeaux,  were  but  pMieiaa 
(jmoeein  themeclvea;  but  yei  there  were  veiy  Haiier- 
insideaa  excited  by  each  glspce.  Showaasovov 
well  made,  agile  at  once  aiid  graceful  wilh  her  bud 


ia\  with  I 


ihich  a 


were  dropped  atonoe  when  iheyencoontrndbis, 

ahe  was  irTeaialible  I    In  Rat,  the  aSsetkiDats 

delicacy  of  her  whole   dBmeauour,  joined  --  -'^- 
promptituds  and  boldnees  she  hiKl  so  lately  i 
tended  lo  ennoble  th 


But,  on  ths  other  hand,  came  the  damning  reBectioa, 
that  these  duties  were  not  taugbl  her  oy  Love,  to 
serve  the  beloved  only,  but  arose  from  the  oidinary 
and  natural  habits  of  a  miller's  daughter,  accustomtd, 
doubtlesB.  !o  Tender  the  same  service  to  eviry  weal- 
thier churl  who  frequented  her  father's  mill.  This 
atoii^Hid  the  mouth  of  vanity,  and  of  Ihe  love  which 
vanity  had  been  hatchiiw,  as  e^ctuslly  as  a  peck  of 
literal  flour  would  have  dons. 

Amidst  this  vsrisly  of  emotions.  Sir  Piercie  Shafton 
forgot  not  to  ask  Ihe  object  of  tbem  to  ail  down  and 
partake  the  good  cheer  which  shs  had  been  wo  aniioni 
to  provide  and  lo  place  in  older.  He  eioeeted  thai 
this  invilation  would  have  been  basbflillr,  perhaps, 
but  cerTainly  moat  thankfully,  accepted :  but  he  wu 
partly  flattered,  and  partly  piijusd,  bv  the  mixtore  of 
deference  and  resolutian  with  which  Hyaie  declined 
his  invitation.  Immediately  after,  ahe  vaniAed  tiom 
Ihe  apartment,  leaving  the  Euphutst  to  consider  whe- 
ther be  was  moat  gratified  or  displeased  by  her  di»- 

In  fact,  ihia  waa  a  point  on  which  he  would  have 
found  it  difflcult  to  make  up  his  mind,  had  thoe  been 
any  neceasity  for  it.  As  there  wss  none,  he  drank  a 
few  cups  of  claret,  snd  sang  (lo  himself)  a  airophs  or 
two  of  the  canionette*  of  the  divine  Aslmphel.  But 
in  spite  both  of  wine  and  of  Sir  Philip  Sidwr.ibe 
conneiion  in  which  he  now  stood,  and  that  whicnbe 
was  in  future  to  bold,  wilh  ihe  lovely  Jlolinara,  or 
Mysinds,  as  he  had  been  pleased  to  denominate  Myaie 
Happer,  recurred  to  his  mind.  The  fashion  of  ths 
limes  (as  we  havs  already  nalieed)  fortunaldy  co- 
incided with  his  own  natural  generosity  of  di^ws- 
tion.  which  indeed  amountnl  almost  to  eitravanoce, 
in  prohibiting,  aa  a  deadly  ain,  alike  asainst  gauanliy, 
etiivalry,  and  morality,  his  rewarding  the  good  offices 
he  had  received  from  this  poor  maiden,  by  abuauig 
.  .1..  -J ,hich  her  conBden-  ■-  ■■- 


honour  had  afTorded.  To  do  Sir  Piercie  jneiice,  it 
was  an  idea  which  nevn  entered  inio  hia  head ;  sni! 
he  would  probably  have  dealt  ihe  most  scientific 
imbnxrata,  tlocrala,  or  jnintu  Ttctrto,  which  the 
school  of  Vincent  Saviola  had  langbl  hiro  to  ani 
man  who  had  dared  to  Buggeat  lo  Eim  such  adSta 
and  ungrateful  meanness.  On  the  olhst  hand,  be 
was  a  man,  end  foresaw  various  cireumstanoee  whidi 
misht  render  their  jonrney  ti^lhcr  ih  this  intimsle 
faahion  a  scandal  and  a  snare.    MareoTer,  be  was  a 

coxcomb  and  a  courtier,  and  iell  there ^- — 

ridiculous  intravditngineland  wilha 
ler  behind  hia  saddle,  giving  rise  to  . 
very  creditable  to  either,  and  to  Indict 
lions,  so  far  as  he  himself  iras  concefneii. 

"I  wonid,"  ha  said  half  aloud,  "that,  if  such  nighl 
bedorwwithoiilhsnnordiscTedilt' '*" "" 


lirly  severed,  snowbound  o 


vnwd  bound  for  lbs 
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diatant  sees  hoist  snls  and  b«ar  away  into  the  dM|>, 
while  the  bumble  fljr-boat  caniee  to  jihore  those 
firienda,  who,  with' wounded  bearta  and  watery  eyee, 
have  oomraitted  to  their  higher  deatiniee  the  more 
darinjg  adveDturera  by  whom  the  fair  frigate  ia  man- 


He  had  aearoe  uttered  the  wiah  when  it  was  j^ati- 
fled  I  for  the  boat  entered  to  say  that  bia  woraaipful 
knigfathood'a  borae  was  read]f  to  be  brought  forth  as 
he  had  desired ;  and  on  hie  mquiry  for  the— the— 
damsel — that  is— the  young  woman" 

'*  Mysie  Happer/'  aaid  the  landlord,  "  has  retomed 
to  her  father" sj  but  she  bade  me  say,  you  could  not 
miaa  the  road  for  Edinburgh,  in  respect  it  was  neither 
far  way  nor  foul  gate." 

It  is  seldom  we  are  exactly  blessed  with  the  pre- 
cise fulfilment  of  our  wishes  at  the  moment  when  we 
utter  them ;  perhape  because  Heaven  wisely  withholds 
what,  if  granted,  would  be  often  received  with  in- 
gratitude. So  at  least  it  chanced  in  the  present  in- 
atance;  for  when  mine  host  said  that  Mysie  was 
reiuroed  homeward,  the  knight  was  tempted  to  reply, 
with  an  ejaculation  of  suiprise  and  vexation,  and  a 
hasty  demand,  whither  and  when  she  had  departed  7 
The  first  emotion  his  prudence  suppressed,  the  second 
finmd  utterance. 

**  Where  is  she  gane  1"  sAid  the  host,  gazing  on 
him,  and  repeating  his  question—*'  she  is  gane  hame 
to  her  fathers,  it  is  like — and  she  gaed  just  when  she 
gave  orders  about  your  worahip's  horse,  and  saw  it 
weel  fed,  (she  poight  have  trusted  me,  but  millers  and 
millers'  kin  think  a'  body  as  thief-like  as  themselves,) 
an'  ahe'a  three  milea  on  the  gate  by  this  time." 

**  Is  she  gone,  then  1"  muttered  sir  Piercie,  making 
two  or  three  hasty  strides  through  the  narrow  apart- 
ment— "  Is  she  gone  7— Well,  then,  let  her  go.  She 
could  have  had  but  disgrace  by  abiding  by  me,  and  I 
little  credit  by  her  society.  That  I  shoula  have 
tbonsht  there  was  such  difficulty  in  shaking  her  ofTl 
I  warrant  she  is  by  this  time  laughing  with  some 
clown  she  has  encountered ;  and  my  rich  chain  will 
prove  a  good  dowry.— And  ought  it  not  to  prove  so  7 
and  has  ahe  not  deserved  it,  were  it  ten  times  more 
valuable  7— Piercie  Shafton!  Piercie  Shafton!  dost 
thou  grudge  thy  deliverer  the  guerdon  she  hath  so 
deariy  won  7  The  selfish  sir  of  this  northern  land 
hath  infected  thee,  Piercie  Shafton,  and  blighted  the 
blossoms  of  thy  generosity,  even  as  it  ia  said  to 
shrivel  the  flowers  of  the  mulberry.— Vfet  I  thought." 
he  added,  after  a  moment's  pause,  "  that  she  would 
not  so  easily  and  voluntarily  have  parted  from  me. 
But  it  skills  not  thinking  of  it.— Cast  my  reckoning, 
mine  host,  and  let  your  groom  lead  forth  pny  nag." 

Tho  good  host  seemed  also  to  have  some  mental 

Kint  to  discuss,  for  he  answered  not  instantly,  de- 
tina  perhape  whether  his  conscience  would  bear  a 
doable  charge  for  the  same  guests.  Apparently  bia 
conscienoe  replied  in  the  negative,  though  not  with- 
out hesitation,  for  he  at  length  replied—"  It's  dsffing 
to  lee :  it  winna  deny  that  the  lawing  is  dean  paid. 
Ne'ertneless,  if  your  worshipful  knisnthood  pleases 
to  give  ausht  for  increase  of  trouble" 

^Howr  said  the  knight;  "the  reckoning  paid 7 
and  by  whom,  I  pray  you  7" 

**  E'en  by  Mysie  Happer.  if  truth  maun  be  spoken, 
as  I  said  before,"  anawered  the  honest  landlord,  with 
as  many  compunctious  visitings  for  telling  the  ve- 
rity as  another  might  have  felt  for  making  a  lie  in 
\he  ctrcumstancea— **  and  out  of  the  moneys  sup- 
plied for  your  honour's  journey  by  the  Abbot,  as  she 
tauld  to  me.  And  laith  were  1  to  aurcharge  any  gen- 
tleman that  darkens  my  doors."  He  added,  m  the 
confidence  of  honesty  which  his  frank  avowal  enti- 
tled him  to  entertain,  "  Ne'ertheless,  as  I  said  before, 
if  it  pleases  your  knighthood  of  free  good-will  to 
consider  extraordinary  trouble" 

The  knight  cut  short  his  argument,  by  throwing 
the  landlord  a  rose-noble,  which  prooably  doubled 
the  value  of  a  Scottish  reckoning^  though  it  would 
have  defrayed  but  a  half  one  at  the  Three  Cranes  or 
the  Tlntry.  The  bountv  so  much  delighted  mine 
host,  that  ne  ran  to  fill  the  stirrup-cup  (for  which  no 
chanse  was  ever  made)  from  a  butt  yet  charier  than 
that  which  he  had  pierced  for  the  former  stoup.  The 


knight  paced  slow)/  to  horse,  partook  of  his  ooof' 
teey,  and  thanked  him  with  the  atilT  condescension  of 
the  court  of  Elizabeth ;  then  mounted  and  followed 
the  northern  path,  which  was  pointed  out  aa  the 
nearest  to  Edinbiugfa,  and  which,  though  very  un- 
like a  modem  hi|rhway,  bore  yet  ao  dlatinct  a  reaem- 
blanse  to  a  pubhc  and  frequented  road  as  not  to  be 
eaaily  mistaken. 

**  I  shall  not  need  her  guidance  it  ssems,"  said  ha 
to  himself;  as  he  isde  slowhr  onward ;  "  and  I  sup- 
pose that  wa^onajeason  of  her  abrupt  deparmr&  so 
difierent  from  what  one  might  have  expected.— Well, 
I  am  well  rid  of  her.  Do  we  not  pray  to  be  libera- 
ted from  temptatioB^  Yet  that  she  should  have  err- 
ed so  much  in  estimstion  of  her  own  situation  and 
mine,  as  to  think  of  defraying  the  reckoning!  I 
would  I  saw  her  once  more,  but  to  explain  to  her  the 
solecism  of  which  her  inexperience,  hath  render&i  her 
guilty.  And  1  fear,"  he  added  as  he  emergpd  from 
some  straggling  trees,  and  looked  out  upon  a  wild 
moorish  country,  coniposed  of  a  succession  of  swell- 
ing lumpish  hills,  "  I  fear  I  shall  soon  want  the  aid  ot 
this  Ariadne,  who  might  afford  m%  a  clew  through 
the  reoeases  of  yonder  mountainous  Isbyrinth." 

As  the  Knight  thus  communed  with  himself,  his 
attention  was  caught  by  the  sound  of  a  horse's  foot- 
steps ;  snd  a  lad  mounted  on  a  Utde  gray  Scottish 
nsg,  about  fourteen  hands  high,  commg  along  a 
path  which  led  from  behind  the  trees,  joined  him  on 
the  high-road,  if  it  could  be  termed  such. 

The  dress  of  the  lad  was  completely  in  villaes 
fashion,  vet  neat  and  handsome  in  sppearance.  He 
had  a  jerkin  of  gray  cloth  slashed  and  trimmed,  with 
black  nose  of  the  same,  with  deer-akin  rullions  or 
sandals,  and  handsome  stiver  spurs.  A  cloak  of  a 
dark  mulberry  colour  waa  closely  drawn  round  the 
upper  part  of  his  person,  and  the  cape  in  part  muffled 
his  face,  which  was  slso  obscured  by  his  bonnet  of 
black  velvet  cloth,  and  its  little  plume  of  feathers. 

Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  fond  of  society,  desirous  also 
to  have  a  guide,  and  moreover,  prepossessed  in  fa- 
vour of  so  nandsome  a  youth,  railed  not  to  ask  him 
whence  he  came,  and  whither  he  was  going.  The 
youth  looked  another  way.  as  he  answered,  that  he 
was  going  to  Edinburgh,  to  seek  service  in  some 
nobleman  s  fannhr." 

"  I  fear  me  you  nave  run  away  fh>m  your  last  mas- 
ter," said  Sir  Piercie,  '*  since  you  dare  not  look  me  in 
the  face  while  you  answer  my  question." 

"  Indeed,  sir,  I  have  not."  answered  the  led,  baah- 
fullj^  while,  as  if  with  reluctance,  he  turned  round 
his  face,  and  instantly  withdrew  it.  It  was  a  glsnoe, 
but  the  discovery  was  complete.  There  was  no  mis- 
taking the  dark  full  eye,  the  cheek  in  which  much 
embarrassment  could  nt>t  altogether  disguise  an  ex- 
pression of  comic  humour,  and  the  whole  figure  at 
once  betrayed,  under  her  metamorphosia  the  Maid 
of  the  Mill.  The  recognition  was  joyful,  and  Sir 
Piercie  Shafton  was  too  much  pleaaed  to  have  re- 
gained his  companion  to  remember  thevariona  good 
reasons  which  had  consoled  him  for  losing  her. 

To  his  questions  respecting  her  dress,  she  snswersd, 
that  she  nad  obtained  it  in  the  Kirk-town  from  a 
friend :  it  was  the  holiday  suit  of  a  son  of  hers,  who 
had  taken  the  field  with  his  liege-lord,  the  baron  of 
the  land.  She  had  borrowed  the  suit  under  pretence 
she  meant  to  play  in  some  mumming  or  rural  maa- 
querade.  She  had  left,  she  said,  her  own  apparel  in 
exchange,  which  was  better  worth  ten  crowna  than 
this  was  worth  four. 

*^And  the  nag,  my  ingenions  Molinara,"  said  Sir 
Piercie,  "whence  comes  the  nagT' 

"I  borrowed  him  from  our  nost  at  the  GlcdV 
Nest,"  she  replied ;  and  added,  half  stifling  a  latiah, 
"he  has  sent  to  get,  instdSd  of  it,  our  Ball,  which  I 
left  in  the  Tasker's  Park  at  Cripplecross.  He  wdl 
be  lucky  if  he  find  it  there." 

"But  then  the  poor  man  will  lose  his  horse,  most 
argute  l^^sinda,"  said  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  whose 
English  notions  of  property  were  a  little  atartled  at  a 
mode  of  acquisition  more  congenial  to  the  ideas  of  a 
miller's  daughter  (and  he  a  Border  miller  to  boot) 
than  with  those  of  an  Engli^  person  of  quali^. 

"And  if  he  4oe8  k>8e  his  hoisei"  said  w*M» 


haa  bad  lucb  ■  miachanca  1 
»  for  I  warrant  ha  will  ilop 
hich  he  taai  owed  my  U 

ftlbCTVyriUbOlbelMBt" 


FHE  UONASTERY. 
nan  on  the   cod  bim  ai 


eofretumingback.'  All  thai  TO<i  ct 
(«  aaid  to  myaelfi  and  thai  I  > 


jgct,  tbeidoTe, 
and  iba  timo  : 


"  fnr'lhu 


isU  faah 

England-  w 

■TDall  i  but  il  ia  *  land  where  men  do  By  iho  all 
band,  and  defand  by  ibe  ready  wii,  and  I  know 
ter  thin  you  ibs  perils  you  are  eipMod  to." 
SirPnmaShaflon  wasaomewhatmortiBed  to 

thai  tha  damael  conceivad  bar  preaenca  uacTuI  to 

as  a  protcelreoa  asureU  as  Buide,  and  uiil  someltiing 
of  aniiltiiif  pralMslion  ftom  nanght  aavs  hia  own  arm 
ud  tais  good  sword.  Hysie  answered  varyquieily, 
thai  aha  nolhingdoubled  his  bravery;  but  it  was  that 
Tsr;  quality  of  Dnvery  which  wai  moai  likely  to  in- 
volve him  in  danger.  Sir  Piercie  Sharion,  wboae 
head  nmtr  kttit  very  long  in  any  continued  train  ol 
thinking,  acqiiieaeed  without  much  reply,  resolvinx 
in  bis  own  mmd  ihit  Ihe  maiden  only  iiied  thia  apo- 
loffy  to  diacuisa  her  real  motive,  of  alTectian  lo  his 
person.  The  romance  of  ihe  litustion  flaitered  his 
vanity  and  elevated  his  imagination,  as  placing  him 

tiansfoimaiiona  made  a  diaiiBguiahad  figure. 

He  look  many  a  sidelong  glance  at  his  page,  whose 
habits  of  country  sport  am  country  exercise  had  ren- 
dcted  her  qutio  adequate  to  sustain  thechsracler  ebe 
had  aaauiiied.  She  managed  the  little  nag  with  dex- 
Mriiy,  and  even  with  gracej^nor  did  any  thing  apjiear 

I  bashful  . 
being  fixed 

Tlie  couple  rode  forward  aa  ii 
with  themselves  and  with  eac 
rived  at  the  village  where  ihev 
night,  and  where  all  (tie  inhabi 
both  male  and  female,  jomed 


ixcept  when 

e  her  an  appearance  of  tam- 
which  greatly  added  lo  hei 

rdaainlhe  morning,  pleased 

(h  each  olher,  until  they  ar- 

.>  fl,.„  w»ro  10  repoae  for  the 

of  the  little  inn, 

lolling  the  good 

beauty  of  hia  youihful 


knight,  and  the  u 
Btundant. 

^erde  Shafion  aeniible  of  ihrVeserred „ 

which  she  proposed  to  hve  with  him.    Sbs  announ- 


t  Hyaie  Happer  first  made  9ir 


tbe  revereai  dami 


is  the  knigbi  might ' 


ICmAt.  XXX 
,  and,  waitina  upoa  him  with 
ir  of  an  actual  domestic,  par- 
D  familiarity,  not 


t'or  a 


uQctioQ    with    

alasbe^  and  Uimmings,  until,  c 
enthusiasm  with  which  be  was 


8  propoaed  m 

lould  leacb  Edinburgh,  by  aniTing 
Hjloure  of  pink  and  csmaiKin.  My- 
!ned  with  great  complaccDcy  la  iht 
'   "''   be  dilated  i^ion  welti^  lacct, 

—  — ■' '■'-'  — m  by  lie 

;lhesDpe- 
isb  ruS  he 

„ „_  „ ly  of  iUustrBlioo.  ID- 

./ardalhecollaiof  bispage'adoublel.  Slie  inataallr 
stepped  back,  and  graveTy  reminded  him  that  ihe 
wag  alone,  and  under  his  protection. 

*'  You  cannot  but  remember  the  cause  which  hu 
brought  me  here,"  ahe  continued!  "make  the  leui 
approach  to  any  familiarity  which  you  wouW  noi 
oiler  to  a  princess  surrounded  by  her  court,  and  yon 
have  seen  Ihe  lut  of  ihe  Miller's  daughter—She  will 
vanish  as  ibe  chaif  diaiuipears  from  iheahieling-hill,' 
when  the  weet  wind  blows." 

"I  do  proiesl,  fsir-Molinara,"  said  Sir  Piercie 
Shafton— but  the  fair  Molinara  had  disappeared  be- 
fore liis  protest  could  be  uttered.  "  A  moat  suffiiar 
wench,  eaid  be  la  himaelf ;  "  and  by  this  hand  si 
discreel  as  she  is  fair-feBtu[cd-K^i«,  shame  il  irere 
lo  oBer  her  aeathe  or  disbonoor  I  She  makes  wmleK 
Im,  ihougb  somewhat  savouring  of  her  conihlioD. 
Had  she  but  read  Euphues,  and  fbrgotlen  thst  ac- 
cursed mill  and  shieiiug-bill,  it  is  my  thought  thai 
her  converse  would  be  Droidered  with  as  many  and 
'      '  ■      '    ■  )f  the  moai 


d  lady  il 


e  Conri 


of'Feli 


It  was  then 


no  pan  of  Hysic's  prudential  acheme 
rawing  to  dusk,  and  he  saw  hat  not 
again  uniti  me  next  morning,  when  the  horeea  were 
brought  10  tbe  door,  that  they  might  prosei:uie  Iheir 

knighl  and  hie  page,  lo  i 


CHAPTER    XXX, 

1  n^  ■i^'7lhii  1^*1^  w£&  Sid, 


Mary  Avonel  was  convejijl  ti 

bad  been  rormerly occupied  by  tbe  two  Olendiimiiip, 

and  when  her  (ai  tbflil  altendant.  Tibbie,  had  exhauud 


■eaiMl  tocoenbn 


If  m  uaelesa  altempla  to  eompoae  aiM  tocoe 

FatherEuslacaabodealtforthwilhwsU-n — 

kindiMas  thooe  apothegms  and  dogmata  of  eooBli- 
lion,  which  Criendship  almost  always  oSers  to  grie( 
though  thay  are  imiformly  oflered  in  vain.  Sbs  wu 
at  length  left  to  induloe  in  the  desolation  of  ha  own 
soTTOwfiil  feelings.  She  felt  as  those  who,  loving  fbr 
tbe  Sral  time,  have  last  what  ther  loved,  bfjbn  una 
and  r^ienied  calamity  have  laugbt  ihem  that  am 
loss  ia  lo  a  certain  eileni  rcfniable  or  eodnrablb 

Such  Brief  may  be  conceived  bellar  than  it  can  be 
described,  as  is  wdl  known  to  ibose  who  have  eips- 
Hencal  iL    But  Msry  Avenel  had  bcoi  taught  by  ^ 
of  her  aiiuatian,  lo  rmtd  herwlf  as  lbs 
ind  the  melaneb  '        ■     -    - 


hiidoffii 


gave  lo  her  eotrowa  a  d^iE 

.)  her  character.    Thegrsva- 
grave— had  cloaed,  aa  she  be- 

armly,  ai'tacbed;  the  force  and  ardour  lUBil- 
oert  s  character  bearing  a  aingular  correi^iondeiioa  to 
the  energy  of  which  iier  own  was  capable.  Ha  sot- 
*  IIm  dJodb  irbon  com  waa  winnowvd.  whito  ItiAl  OHi^ 
™  PwfirBail  br  Iba  hud,  wu  nlM  ill  BniUaed  tlvaiikiir 


idlb  peculisi 
lieved,  over  tha  youlh 


TBB  MOtfABTRBY. 


calculals,  like  ■  buikiujit  dabloi,  Iha  Kill  smounl  of 
hei  low.  Il  aeeiBad  u  iT  all  thil  conaeclEd  her  with 
eanb,  bad  vuiiahed  with  Ibia  broken  im.  SIib  hid 
imardHed  to  aotioipite  dn  probabiliir  of  mo  ultiniiM 
iui»D  mui  Hubort,  yM  now  ha  Mtvond  fall  aniBad 
ihai  of  the  only  (na  whicb  «■■  la  iholtar  her  from 
Ibe  storm.  She  iMfwcUd  tbs  mors  gealle  ehanetar, 
aod  inoio  peaoelbl  auumtiaBli,  of  the  yoanfsei  Olen- 
diuaingi  Mil  il  had  not  escuad  bcr  (iriiai  neTer 
indeed  oacMicd  womui  in  aach  cmnunalanEfa)  (bat 
be  wudivoacd  to  place  himaelf  id  oompetil  ion  with 
what  ahe,  the  dauptlBr  of  a jiiond  aad  warlilu  race, 
deemed  the  more  maslirniBlieaaf  bladder broifaer; 
and  there  ia  no  lime  wben  a  womiin  doee  ao  Jiltle 
juatice'  lo  the  chanictei  of  a  aurriTing  loTsr,  aa  when 
aampariiift  bim  wiib  the  prelerreii  rival  of  wbom  she 
faaa  been  recentl)'  dt^nTgiT. 
Tba  mothetlv,  but  coarse  htndneu  of  Dame  Qlen- 
inlt,  and  lbs  doling  foadneaa  of  her  old  domea- 
— ~~d  now  the  oalv  kind  feelins  of  which  abe 
'  ■    "  "  lit  reflect  ho* 


the  OQlr  kj 


Sance  af  bar  ., -^ _, . ..—.. 
■d  steed  is  eoverned  by  the  bridle  of  the  rider.    It 
when  plunged  among  Iheae  deeolaling  leHec- 


. „.  .  _mong  Ihi 

boiia,  thai  Hary  Avenal  laK  Ibt 

fh]m  the  narrow  and  biftoLad  igaorai 


n  □(  her  church. 


ahe  could  not  help  eiclaiiDlnginherdiatresa,  There 
ia  no  aid  for  me  on  earth,  and  t  know  noi  how  to 
■■k  il  fnun  HaaTea  I" 

Aa  aha  spoke  ihua  in  an  agony  of  aorrow,  aba  cast 
her  e^ea  inia  the  aparlinenL  and  aaw  the  myalerious 
Spirit,  which  wailed  i^n  the  forlunea  of  her  bouae, 
alanding  in  the  moonl^ht  in  the  midsl  of  ihe  room. 
The  aaniB  form,  aa  the  reader  knows,  had  more  than 
once  oBered  itaelf  la  hei  aighl;  and  either  her  native 
boldness  of  miiid,  or  bohib  peculiarity  atlached  to 
her  from  her  birth,  made  her  now  Ifloh  upon  it  wilh- 
onl  ■hrinktag,  Bbl  the  White  Lady  of  Avenel  wes 
Dowmoradisiinctly  visible,  and  more  cloaely  preaent, 
tban  ahe  -had  ever  before  seemed  to  be.  and  Mary 
was  appalled  by  her  preaence.  She  would,  howevar, 
have  epoken  i  but  there  ran  n  traditian,  ibai  though 
othera  who  hed  seen  the  Whii«  Lady  had  asked 
•Desiions  and  rBCeived  enawers,  yet  those  of  the 
boose  of  Avenel  who  liad  ventured  to  speak  to  her, 
had  never  long  survived  the  collaqay.  The  figura 
besides,  as  silting  up  ia  bar  bed,  Mary  Aveael  gazed 
on  il  uileBtly.  aeemed  by  ila  geaturea  to  caution  her 
■  to  keep  alienee,  and  at  the  same  time  to  bespeak  ai- 

ler  usual 
eaudtbe 


n  stooped  towards  iM  floOr  as  shs  ca 


A  ttnmg  impTSSBOB  of  Sear,  Ihe  flrtt  which  Ae 
had  eipeneiiced  in  her  life  to  any  aaiialing  extent, 
seized  upon  the  mind  of  Mary  Avenel  nnd  for  a  mi- 

ihe  felt  a  dimosiuon  to  fainl.    She  repelled  it, 

ver,  mustered  her  courage,  end  addressed  her- 
>  sain  la  and  angela,  ssherehurefa  rsom  mended. 
<a  alombera  at  lenglh  stole  on  her  exhausted 
and  frams,  and  she  slqn  until  the  dswn  waa 
to  arise,  when  abt  waa  awakened  bv  the  cry 
'teasofil  «M^B>  Mlow,/t" — '"  -'•■-■■ — - 


■eif  lo  saiolB  and  ai 


IS  liiDDd  thai  Piarde  ShafWn 
e,  Haiy  Ave- 


„ x-^^ 

Apprehensivtf  of  some  new  m 

nel  hastily  arranged  the  dreaa  w 

aside,  and,  veatunnR  to  quit  her  chamber,  learned 
nrom  Tibb.  who,  with  h>r  gray  hairs  dishevelled  1^ 
those  of  a  aibyl,  was  flymg  from  room  to  room,  that 
the  bloody  Southron  villain  had  made  his  escape, 
and  that  Halbert  Olendinning,  poor  baim,  would 
■leep  unrerenged  and  unquiet  in  bis  bloody  grave.  In 
the  lower  apartments,  the  young  men  were  roering 
like  Ihundsi,  and  venting  in  osihe  and  eiclamailona 
agaitiat  the  Aigilivea  the  rsige  which  ihey  eipenenc«d 
in  linding  themadvea  locked  np  within  ine  tower, 
and  debarred  from  tReir  vindictive  pursuit  Vf  tbs 
wily  preeaulions  of  Hyaie  Happer.  lie  autborils- 
tive  voice  of  the  Sub-Prior  eommanding  silence  was 
next  heard;  upon  which Hary Avenel,  whosetoneof 
feeling  did  not  lead  her  to  enter  into  counsel  or  society 
with  Ihe  reel  of  Ibe  parly,  again  retired  to  her  solitary 

The  real  of  the  family  held  counsel  in  the  spence, 
Edward  almost  beside  himeelf  with  rage,  and  the 
Sub-Prior  in  no  smell  degree  ofTended  st  the  eflron- 
tery  of  Myiue  Happer  in  sltempiing  such  a  scheme, 
aa  well  as  at  the  mingled  boldness  and  dexterity  with 
which  il  had  been  executed.  But  neither  suiprisa  nor 
anger  availed  aushl.  The  windows,  well  secured 
with  iron  bare  for  keeping  assailanta  out,  proved  now 
as  etTectusI  for  detaining  the  inhabitanis  Nrilhin. 
The  battlements  wereopen.  indeed;  but  without  lad- 
der or  ropce,  to  act  ae  a  subetituie  for  wings,  there 
was  no  possibiliiy  of  descending  from  them.  They 
easily  succeeded  in  alarming  the  inhabitants  of  Ihe 
cottages  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  court  i  but  the 
men  had  basn  called  in  to  strengthen  the  guard  for 
Ihe  nigbi,  and  only  women  and  children  remainod, 
who  could  coaliiDule  nalhing  in  the  emergene;, 
except  their  uadeee  elclamationa  of  aorpris^  and 
then  were  no  naghboors  for  milea  around.  Dams 
Elspetb,  however,  though  drowned  in  teaia,  was  not 
BO  immmdful  of  external  sffaira,  bat  that  she  could 
find  voice  enough  to  lell  Ihe  women  and  ehitdreo 
wilboui,  lo  "leave  their  al 
cows  that  ahe  couldna  gelt 


n  tower  as  fast  aa  if 


'hat  wi'  thai 
having  locked  them  up  in  their  ain  lowe 
ibey  had  been  in  Ihe  Jeddart  tolbooth." 

Meanwhile,  the  men,  finding  other  modes  of  exit 
impoasibta,  unsoimonsly  concluded  to  force  the  door* 
with  such  tools  asihehouBfl  affcirded  for  Ihe  purpoMi 
These  were  not  very-proper  for  the  occaaion,  and 
fiis  Btrsngth  of  the  doors  was  great  The  interior 
one,  fbnned  of  oak.  occupied  them  for  three  mortal 
hours,  and  there  was  liiie  propect  of  the  iron  door 
being  forced  in  double  the  (imeL 


niUe  the] 


they  were 
lend  had 


n  Ibis  ungrateful 


3 


exact  knowledge  of  what  the  apint 

her  mystic  rhyme.    On  examioinft  —  >.i~- . 

the  phantom  bad  indicaled  by  her  gaaturea,  it  waa 
nol  difficult  lo  dtscoTsT  thai  ■  hoard  had  been  looaen- 
sd,  which  might  be  raised  at  pleasots.  On  lemonng 
this  piece  of  plank,  Hary  Avenel  was  sstomshed  to 
find  the  Black  Book,  well  remembered  by  her  as  her 
mother's  fsvouriie  study,  of  which  she  iromediatdy 
look  possession,  with  as  much  jo^.aa  her  preaent 


Igrlor 


Uon  rend^^d  hi 


ad  b^n  laugh  i  fr 


leof 


Hi.       . 

Its  contents.  Hary 
iufsncy  to  hold  ihia 


volume  in  sacred  veneration.  It  is  probsble  (hat 
deceased  LadyofWalierAvenel  onlypostponed  i  ni  l 
ingherdaughterinloihe  mystanea  of  the  D  ivine  W< 
until  she  ahouid  bo  better  able  • '"■"■'  '' 
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Inded  badbat,  wbiefa  will  ataiu 

imiet  u  an  old  crutch  nntil  »  dn.      

Onn  thers  ia  noibiDB  but  Baib  ind  make.— 1 
toiammjjnitoa--      "'  — 
I  mwl  praj  a  w< 
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Br:  ana,  BeiqiiBameriniiusnMid 
ird  mllin>u.SN- Sub-Prior,  reqiaa 
a  on  before  lo  treat  abcwL  him,  bi 

, — I  mlb  this  Aahene." 

Am  ha  voke,  two  more  oT  Avanel'a  trooper*  rot 
into  the  conrt'yBnl,  laadiiig  betwixt  Iheni  a  horaa,  e 
iriueh,  with  hi*  band*  bound  to  bia  ait  aata  the  r 
fcnaed  preacbet,  Henry  Warden. 


CHAPTER    XXXI. 
at  v^ool  I  kneir  Mm— 4  ahvp-whLed  routll, 
Omn,  Ibmi^ilfiil,  idI  KMnwt  unmi )»  miUi 
TVBdoc  LtalicHm  or  ■gpgt  and  find  to  lMb«ir. 

Tm  Sob-Prior,  at  the  Borderer'a  reqiieit, 

failed  to  return  to  the  lower,  into  whicb  be 

lowed  by  Chriaiie  of  tba  Clinthill.  who,  ahuttiDg  the 
door  of  Ibe  apartmenL  drew  near,  and  bagao  hia  dia- 
arane  with  great  confidence  and  familianly. 

"  Ml  maatoT,"  he  laid,  "  aenda  me  with  nia  < 
Bendationa  lo  rou,  Sir  Sab- Prior,  above  all  tha< 

mnity  of  St.  Marv'%  and  more  ■iMciaU]' than 

to  ibe  Abbot  himaeU;  for  tnough  ha  be  termed  my 
bid,  and  ao  Ibrtb,  all  the  world  knuwa  that  you  — 
dte  tongue  of  the  tmmp." 

"  If  yon  have  aaghi  to  ray  to  me  Donceming  iba 


Sub-rtior, "  it  wrae  well  yoo  pn>- 

_    il*°n 


ilhou^fattherdelay.  Time preHe*,aud 

,  dwell*  on  my  mind." 
■    ■    '     body,"  (aid 


.~.  „.^, jwrely  ia  he  one." 

"Should  I  not  tell  hia  nnbaivv  mother  the  ioyful 
tidiusf  aaidPatber  Euetace,—  and  yetbetuawait 
till  &r  return  from  sesrchinK  iba  grave.— Well,  Su 
jactmin,  yoor  menage  to  me  from  your  maatarT' 

"  My  loni  uid  maaieri''  aaid  Chriaiie,  "hath  good 

urn  back  friend*,  whom  he  will  reward  at  mora  lei- 
nrcvour  reverend  communii)'  hath  been  led  to  deem 
himijlatuched  lo  Holy  Church,  allied  with  heretics 
and  thoiae  who  farour  hereay,  and  a  hungerai  afiir 
Ibe  nrila  of  your  Abbey." 

"  Be  brief,  gMd  benchman,"  aaid  the  Sub-Pnor, 
"  for  ibe  devil  ia  ever  moat  to  be  fisand  when  be 
peicbelh."  ,  , .      ,  , . 

"  Briefly,  then— my  maaler  deeira*  your  friendahipi 
uid  to  eicuaa  binuelf  from  the  mdignen'  calum- 
nin,  be  aeitds  lo  your  Abbot  thai  Henry  Warden, 
wboee  aerroona  have  turned  the  world  upside  down, 
to  be  dnilt  with  aa  Holy  Church  direct*,  and  aa  the 
Abbot'* j^eaimre  may  determine." 

The  Sub-Priw'*  eyes  qiarkled  at  tba  inletligoica ; 
fiK  It  bad  iMen  accounted  a  nutter  of  gnat  imwn- 
■na  thai  ibia  man  ataould  be  arrested,  poaoeased,  aa 
da  waa  known  to  be,  of  ao  much  laal  and  poiHuaiity, 
that  acaroely  the  preiching  of  Knoi  himaelf  had  beni 
mure  awakeninB  to  the  people,  and  mora  Rinuidable 
ia_ihe  Church  of  Rome. 

'iu'd 

biibaiona  age.  had,  aince  ibe  art  ol  pnnim^,  ana  me 
gradual  diffiuion  of  knowledge,  lain  noalins  like 
Nme  huge  leviathan,  into  which  ten  thousand  re- 
lotming  fiahere  were  darting  their  haipoona.    Tba 

RomanChuidiof  Scotland,  IT -' •  ''— 

lut  gaip,  actually  blowing  bh 

»ithnnremiIt*d,tbouf(b«mni 

iw  the  conflict  with  the  aMailanla,  who  on  ^Oiy 
Me  were  Dlungiag  ibair  weaponainlo  ber  bulky  body- 
In  many  large  towna,  the  monaaterus  had  been  eop- 
maaadbylhe  fiirrof  the  populace;  in  other  [dace*. 
•^---rniinaiirrr  had  been  uaurped  by  thepowa  of 
the  rebtined  noblea ;  but  atiU  Ibe  hierarchy  raada  a 
part  of  the  common  law  of  the  realm,  and  misht 
daim  both  ite  pnnerly  and  it's  prinlegB*  wherever  it 
had  Ibe  meane  of  aaaening  iheni.    The  community 

oTSont  Marr'*  of  Kennaquhi  ■" —   - 

being  particulariy  in  this  ntui 
uioed,  nndiminiahad,  their  ter 


le  neigfabouHiood, 
who'aiiJI  uphdd  the  old  iystem  of  religion,  partly 
Iwcauae  each  grudged  Ihe  ahare  of  the  prey  which 
the  other*  mu*i  osceeaanly  claim,  had  aa  ye t  abstained 
from  despoiling  ibeHalidome.  TheCammuniiy  waa 
also  undtratood  to  be  protected  by  the  powerful  Earla 
of  Northumberland  and  Weatmoreland,  whose  lea- 
MOB  aliBch  meat  to  IheCilh<^ic  faith  caused  ai  alaMr 
period  the  great  nbelhon  of  the  tenth  of  Elizabeth. 

Thuah*ppilyplaced,it  waa  Buppoaed  by  the  friend* 
of  the  decaying  cause  of  the  Roman  Catliolic  faith, 
ibat  some  Uetermined  example  of  couriige  and  reao- 
luliOD  exercised  whera  the  IraDchises  oI  the  church 
"ere    yel^  entire,  and  hw  ^uriadiclionundiapuled, 


THE  H0HA8TBRT. 

I   taenjmoal  in  tb* 
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found  ■  claim  of  peraonsl  rocompeiue,  either  m  tno- 
ney,  or  in  ■  grant  ol  Abbey  l»oa»  at  ■  low  quKrenl, 
Hhich  lul  began  now  lo  h«  lb«  MUblidud  form  in 
whicb  the  lemporai  noble*  plundered  the  qiiritsalit]'. 

The  Sub'Pnoi,  (hereforo,  of  Saint  H«t'%  nnei- 
pectedly  uw  ihe  aleadfast,  active,  and  infleiiiDle  ene- 
my or  the  church  delivered  into  hji  hand,  and  lell 
himulf  ebIIkI  upon  (o  make  aood  bis  pnnniar-  *- 
the  friends  of  the  Catholic  Taitli,  byquencbii« 
•y  in  Ifae  blood  of  one  ofile  moat  lealoua  prolei 

To  the  honour  more  of^Falber  EuBiaca^a 
than  of  hi 


IB  placed  within  his  povier,  alrudi 


!?sS 


...__      flhan  II        . 

TedingB  were  those  of  eiultation.  "  11 
aaid  lo  hinuelf.  "  to  cauiie  liuman  BufTeri. 
Inl  to  cauae  human  blood  to  be  apilled ;  b 
lo  whom  ihe  eword  of  Saini  Paul,  at 
keys  of  Saint  Peter,  are  confided,  mug 
from  hia  task.  Our  weapon  relume  in  _  ...  .. 
boaom  if  not  wielded  with  a  aleady  and  unrelenting 
hand  againal  the  imiconctlable  enemies  of  lbs  Holy 
Cbtircb.  PcrraliiU!  It  ia  [he  doom  be  has  incur- 
red, and  were  atl  the  herclica  in  Scotland  armed  and 
at  his  bacit,  tbey  should  not  prevent  its  beinR  pro- 
ooanced,  and,  if  possible,  enforced.— Bring  the  bere- 
'    ''  '       "       le  said,  lesuitig  hia  commaitde  aloud, 


one  of  ai 


y  Warden  was  .__ 

but  his  feet  al  libfrty. 

"Clear  the  apsTtment," 
alt  but  the  necessary  guard 


hands  still  botu 
said  the  Sub- Prior,  " 


beside  the  door,  as  if  Isking  upon  him  the  ch 

The  judge  and  the  accused  met  face  to  face,  and  in 
that  of  both  was  enthroned  tbe  noble  confidence  of 
tBctitude.    The  monk  wss  sboul,  at  the  utmns     ' 


his  isnorance  heconcei 
preacher,  actuated  by  a 
— re  ardent  leal,  was  pr 


cy  of  Ihe  prinewle*  oi 


it  necessary,  1: 


When  his  hands  w , , 

hia  senae  of  the  kindnasa  by  auin  eichaBciBg  a 
graap  aad  a  look  of  aAetioD  wiiE  ttw  Sub-Pnoi. 

The  salute  waa  ftwik  and  genaroui  on  aitber  ai^ 
yet  it  waa  bat  the  ftiandly  reeogmtion  and  Kieediw 
w^ick  ia  wont  to  take  place  betwixt  advsna  cbaiD- 
piiHia,  who  do  oothing  in  hale,  bat  all  in  hoBoni'.  Am 
eacb  telt  tbe  preaanr*  of  the  ntnaiion  in  which  thai 
stood,  he  anitted  the  Bf*P  "f  ""•  other'a  hand,  ai 
they  fell  back,  confrontuig  each  oiha  witk  looks 
more  calm  and  eorrowful  than  enpresaive  of  faf 
other  paaaion.    Tbe  Sub-Prior  waa  the  fini  lo  qwat 

"  And  is  this,  then,  the  end  of  thai  reatlcsa  activity 
of  mind,  that  boU  «nd  indefsiigsble  love  of  tratlL 
ihsi  urged  tnveaiigalion  to  ita  utmost  limits  and 
seemed  to  take  heaven  itself  by  atorm— is  tliia  Ibstai- 
minalion  of  Wellwood's  career'}— And  having  known 
and  loved  him-during  Ihe  best  yeara  of  our  youth,  do 
we  meet  in  our  old  age  as  Judge  aitd  criminal  1" 

"  Not  as  judge  and  crinnnaP  said  Henry  Warden. 
—for  to  avoid  confusion  we  describe  him  by  his  lalei 
and  best-known  name—"  Not  as  judge  and  crimuiM 

do  wo  meet,  but  aa  a  mia(tuidf  ■■ ■    '  ' ' 

ready  and  devoted  viclini.  I,  u>., ...-, 
the  hsrveat  of  the  rich  hopes  excited  b; 
lesminf,  acute  logical  powers,  and  ' — 

of  Willlsm  Allan,  that  he  ahoubl  ai 

tary  drone  of  a  cell,  graced  only  above  iho  w 
with  the  high  commission   of  executing    Raann 
malice  on  alTwbo  oppose  Roman  imposlurel" 

"  Not  to  thee,"  answered  the  Sub-Prior,  "  be  as- 
sured— not  unto  thee,  nor  nolo  mortal  mon,  will  1 
render  an  account  of  the  power  with  which  tbr 
church  may  baveinveeled  me.  It  waagnnledbutasa 
depi^il  for  her  welfare— for  herwelfareiishaU  at  eve- 
ry risk  he  exercised,  wiihoot  fear  and  witboul  favour." 

" '  ii|>ected  no  less  from  your  misguided  seal," 

'  er:  "and  in  me  have  you  mat 

y  feaiieealy  exercise  your  autho- 

:ure  thai  his  mind  at  leasl  will  defy  your  infln- 

■  Lhe  anows  of  that  Hon!  Blane  which  we  saw 

T,  shrink  not  under  the  heal  of  the  holiest 

lo  believe  thee,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  I  do 
that  thine  ia  indeed  metal  unmalleable  by 
Let  il  yield  then  to  persuasion.  Lei  us  dtfcata 
latters  of  faith,  aa  we  once  were  woot  to  con- 
ir  scholastic  dispute^  when  hours,  nay  days. 


aoswered  the  preacher: 


belie' 


iniTeraal  fold." 


glided 

the  ehepherd,  a. 
"No,  Allan,"  rtpuca  ine  pnsonir,  "  mis  la  do  vain 

Seetion,  derised  by  dreaming  acboliasts,  on  which 
ey  may  wbet  their  intellectual  facnliiea  nnlil  the  . 
very  metal  be  waaied  away.  The  errom  which  I 
combat  are  like  those  fleods  which  an  only  cast  out 
by  fasting  and  prayer.  Alasl  not  many  wise,  nol 
many  learned  are  cboaent  the  cottage  ami  the  hamki 
shall  in  our  dajra  bear  witneaa  agunat  the  aeboda 
and  their  diaoples.  Hiy  very  wisdooL  which  is  fogi- 
isbneah  hath  made  ihee,  aa  the  Oreeka  of  <^  bold 
as  foalishneas  thai  which  is  the  only  tnia  wtadon," 
"This,"  Bud  the  Sub-Prior,  slemly,  "ia  the  n^a 
cant  of  Ignorant  enthusiasm,  which  appekleih  lioM 
warning  and  from  authority,  from  tbe  aura  euidanoe 
"'  "—  ' — P  which  God  iath  aavded  us  in  ih* 
^n  the  Patbets  of  the  Church,  lo  a  talk 
1  arbitrary  iniarnMation  of  the  Scrip- 
d  arcotding  to  the  pnvala  opinion  af 

thq  charges"  rtiilied  Waides. 

. e  betweeu  your  diurch  tat 

min^  IS,  wheiha  we  will  be  hidiuid  by  tbe  Holy 
Scnpinre^  or  by  the  dsviees  and  deci«ona  of  mM 
not  itn  subiecl  to  error  than  ourselves  and  whe 
have  defaced  our  boly  religion  with  vaui  devieak 
narad  up  idols  of  sloae  and  wood,  in  ftmn  of  ttaoss, 
who,  when  Aey  lived,  wen  but  stnfol  enatotes,  is 
Shan  the  worahip  doe  oidy  to  the  Clnllot^-cMa- 
bhshed  a  toll-bouse  betwixt  heaven  and  hall,  thu 
vrofltsble  purgatory  of  wbiob  the  Pope  keeiia  tbe  ken 
[tke  an  iniquiloos  judge  oommutes  punishment  far 
bnbfia.  hhI"^.^ 


C^iir.XXXai 


THE  MONAOTfi^ir. 


u 


SUeooik  Umfhmnmr"  Mifl.Uie  Sub-Prior,  siemly, 
^  or  I  win  nave  thy  bUunt  obloquy  stopped  with  a 

"  "^Ajr,"  replied  Warden,  "such  is  the  fireedom  of 
tbe  Christian  conference  to  which  Rome's  priests  so 
kindly  invite  us !— the  gag — the  rack— the  axe— is  the 
rtitio  ultima  Rortut.  But  know  thou,  mine  ancient 
friend,  that  the  character  of  thy  former  companion 
is  not  so  changed  by  age,  but  that  he  still  niares  to 
endure  for  the  cause  of  truth  all  that  thy  proud  hie- 
rmrchy  shall  dare  to  inflict" 

"Of  that,"  said  f  the  monk,  "I  nothing  doubt— 
Thou  wert  ever  a  lion  to  turn  against  the  spear  of 
the  hunter,  not  a  stag  to  be  dismayed  at  the  sound  of 
his  bode.  —He  walked  through  the  room  in  silence. 
^  Wiilwood,"  he  said  at  length,  "  we  can  no  longer 
be  friends.  Our  faith,  our  hope,  our  anchor  on  futu- 
rilT,  is  no  longer  the  same." 

**  Deep  is  my  sorrow  that  thou  npeakest  truth.— 
May  God  so  judge  me,"  said  the  Reformer,  "  as  I 
would  buy  the  conversion  of  a  soul  like  thine  with 
mr  dearest  heart's  blood." 

^  To  thee,  and  with  better  reason,  do  I  return  the 
wish,"  replied  the  Sub-Prior  ;  "  it  is  such  an  arm  as 
thine  that  should  defend  the  bulwarks  of  the  Church, 
and  it  is  now  directing  the  battering-ram  against  t  hem, 
and  rendering  practicable  the  breach  through  which 
an  that  is  greedy,  and  all  that  is  base,  and  all  that  is 
mntAble  and  hot-headed  in  this  innovating  age,  al- 
ready hope  to  advance  to  destruction  and  to  spoiL 
But  since  such  is  our  fate,  that  we  can  no  longer 
fig^t  side  by  side  as  friends,  let  us  at  least  act  as 
generous  enemies.    Tou  can  not  have  forgotten, 

*  O  gmn  booU  dei  eavaUMi  vitimA  i 
EraJBo  iMmid,  eran'  de  Me  dinina' 

Although,  perhaps,"  he  added,  stopping  short  in  his 
qnotatum,  "  your  new  faith  forbids  you  to  reserve  a 
IMsce  in  your  memory,  even  for  what  high  poets  have 
recorded  of  loyal  faith,  and  generous  sentiment" 

*'  The  faith  of  Bucnanan,"  reolied  the  preacher, 
'*  the  faith  of  Buchanan  and  of  Beza  cannot  be  un- 
fntaiXy  to  literature.  But  the  poet  you  have  quoted 
afibrds  strains  fitter  for  a  dissolute  court  than  for  a 
convent" 

**  I  might  retort  on  your  Theodore  Besa,"  said  the 
Sub-Prior  smiling  \  but  **  I  hate  the  judgment  that, 
like  the  flesh-fly,  skims  over  whatever  is  sound  to  de- 
tect and  settle  upon  some  spot  which  is  tainted.  But 
to  the  purpose.  If  I  conduct  thee  or  send  thee  a  pri- 
soner to  Saint  Mary's,  thou  art  to-night  a  tenant  of 
the  dnngeon,  to-morrow  a  burden  to  the  gibbet-tree. 
If  I  were  to  let  thee  go  hence  at  large.  I  were  thereby 
wronging  the  Holy  Church,  and  breaking  mine  own 
solemn  vow.  Other  resolutions  may  be  adopted  in 
the  capital,  or  better  times  may  speedily  ensue.  Wilt 
thou  remam  a  true  prisoner  upon  thy  parole,  rescue 
or  no  rescue,  as  is  the  phrase  amongst  the  warriora 
of  this  country?  Wilt  thou  solemnly  promise  that 
thou  wilt  do  so,  and  that  at  my  summons  thou  wilt 
present  thyself  before  the  Abbot  and  Chapter  of  Saint 
Mary's  and  that  thou  wilt  not  stir  frt>m  this  house 
above  a  qnartor  of  a  mile  in  any  directian  7  Wilt 
thou,  I  say,  engage  me  thy  word  for  this  7  and  such 
is  the  sure  trust  which  I  repose  in  thy  good  faith,  that 
thou  shalt  remain  here  unharmed  and  unsecured,  a 
prisoner  at  large,  subject  only  to  appear  before  our 
court  when  called  upon." 

The  preacher  paused—"  I  am  unwilling,"  he  said, 
"  to  fetter  my  native  liberty  b^  any  self-adopted  en- 
gagement. But  I  am  already  m  your  power,  and  yon 
may  bind  me  to  my  answer.  By  such  promise,  to 
abide  within  a  ccrtam  limit,  and  to  appear  when  call- 
ed upon,  I  renounce  not  any  liberty  which  I  at  pre- 
sent possesi^  and  am  free  to  exercise;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  being  in  bonds,  and  at  your  mercy,  t  ac- 
auire  thereby  a  liberty  which  I  at  present  possess  not. 
I  will  therefore  accept  of  thy  promr,  as  what  is  cour- 
teously offered  on  tny  part,  and  may  be  honourably 
accented  on  mine." 

"  Stay  yet,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  one  important 
part  of  tny  engagement  is  forgotten— thou  an  far- 
ther to  promise,  that  while  thus  left  at  liberty,  thou 
will  not  preach  or  teadu  direotlv  or  indirectly,  any  of 
those  pestilent  heresies  by  which  so  many  souls  have 


been  in  this  our  day  won  over  from  the  kingdomof 
light  to  the  kinjsdom  of  darkness." 
^*  There  we  break  off*  our  treaty,"  said  Warden, 
firmly—"  Wo  unto  me  if  I  preach  not  the  Gospd!" 

The  Sub-Prior's  countenance  became  clouded,  and 
he  again  paced  the  apartment,  and  muttered,  "  A 
plague  upon  the  self-wuled  foot  I"  then  stopped  short 
in  his  walk,  and  proceeded  in  his  argument.—**  Why, 
by  thine  own  reasoning,  Henry,  thy  refusal  here  is 
but  peevish  obstinacy.  It  is  in  my  power  to  place 
you  where  your  preaching  can  reach  no  human  ear; 
m  promising  therefore  to  abstain  from  it,  you  grant 
nothing  which  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  reiuae." 

"  I  know  not  that,"  replied  Henry  Warden ;  "  thou 
mayst  indeed  cast  me  into  a  dungeon,  but  can  I  fore- 
tell that  my  Master  hath  not  task- work  for  me  to  per- 
form even  in  that  dreary  mansion  1  The  chains  of 
saints  have,  ere  now,  been  the  means  of  breaking 
the  bonds  of  Satan.  In  a  prison,  holy  Paul  found 
the  jailer  whom  he  brought  to  believe  the  word  of 
salvation,  he  and  all  his  house." 

"  Nay,^  said  the  Sub-Prior,  in  a  tone  betwixt  anger 
and  scorn,  "  if  you  match  yourself  with  the  blessed 
Anostle,  it  were  time  we  had  done— prepare  to  endnre 
what  thy  folly,  as  well  as  thy  heresy,  deserves.— Bind 
him.  soldier. 

With  proud  submission  to  his  fate,  and  rc^(ard- 
ing  the  Sub-Prior  with  something  which  amiost 
amounted  to  a  smile  of  superiority,  the  preeucher  placed 
his  arms  so  that  the  bonds  could  be  again  fkatened 
round  him. 

"  Spare  me  not,"  he  said  to  Christie ;  for  even  that 
ruffian  hesitated  to  draw  the  oord'straitly. 

The  Sub-Prior,  meanwhile,  looked  at  him  from 
under  his  cowl,  which  he  had  drawn  over  his  head, 
and  partly  over  his  face,  as  if  he  wished  to  shade  his 
own  emotions.  They  were  those  of  a  huntsman  with- 
in point-blank  shot  of  a  noble  stag,  who  is  yet  too 
much  struck  with  his  miyesty  of  front  and  of^antisr 
to  take  aim  at  him.  They  were  those  of  a  fowier, 
who,  levelUng  his  gun  at  a  magnificent  eagle,  is  yet 
reluctant  to  use  his  advantage  when  he  sees  the  no- 
ble sovereign  of  the  birds  prumng  himself  in  proud  defi- 
ance of  whatever  may  be  attempted  against  him. 
The  heart  of  the  Sub-Prior  (bigoted  as  he  was)  re- 
lented, and  he  doubted  if  he  ought  to  purehase,  by  a 
rigorous  discharge  of  what  he  deemed  his  duty,  the 
remorse  he  might  afterwards  feel  for  the  death  of 
one  80  nobly  independent  in  thought  and  character, 
the,friend,  besides,  of  his  own  happiest  yeara.  during 
which  thev  had,  side  bv  side,  striven  in  the  noble  rape 
of  knowledge,  and  indulged  their  intervals  of  repose  m 
the  lighter  studies  of  daasical  and  general  letters. 

The  Sub-Prior's  hand  preased  his  half-o'erehadow- 
ed  cheek,  and  hia  eve,  more  completely  obscured,  was 
bent  on  the  ground,  as  if  to  hide  the  workings  of  his 
relenting  nature. 

"  Were  but  Edward  safe  from  the  infoction,"  he 
thought  to  himself—"  Edward,  whose  eager  and  en- 
thusisstic  mind  presses  forward  in  the  chase  of  all 
that  hath  even  tne  shjMlow  of  knowledge,  I  might 
trust  this  enthusiaat  with  the  women,  after  due  cau- 
tion to  them  that  they  cannot,  without  guilt,  attend 
to  his  reveries." 

As  the  Sub-Prior  revolved  these  thoughts,  and  de- 
layed the  definitive  order  which  was  to  deternune  the 
fate  of  the  prisoner,  a  sudden  noise  at  tl^  entrance  of 
the  tower  diverted  his  attention  foran  instant,  and.  his 
cheek  and  brow  inflamed  with  all  the  glow  of  heat 
and  determination,  Edward  GHendinning  rushed  into 
the  room. 


CHAPTER  XXXir. 

Thn  in  my  fown  of  lober  mj 

AloDc  the  mounUin  path  TU  wanaer. 
And  Wind  mv  •olltanr  way 

To  the  ud  shrine  that  courts  oie  yonder 

Tbere,  in  the  cakn  mopasticihade. 

All  iiuuTies  may  be  rorsiven ; 
And  there  ibr  thao.  ohdoiate  maid. 

My  oriaooa  ■hall  riM  to  heaven. 

Tlu  Crusl  Lady  nftht  Jtoywr— h. 

Ths  flret  words  which  EdMrard  uttered  were^ — 
*'My  brother  is  safe,  reverend  fother— he  is  am 


Ua  THE 

Aank  Oad,  uid  li*«i  I— Thtn  ii  not  in  Cotti-t 
riikn  ■  pmTB,  nor  ■  Te«ligo  of  ■  grm—     Thn 
•found  toe  faontaia  hu  neiloer  been 
Bick-ue,  qwds. 


It  aiiniig  tta 


_  He  liveeimurely  M  I  livel" 

Tlio  earnwtnem  of  the  youth— ine  vivacity  with 
which  h«  looked  and  movsd— tho  springy  >lep,  oui- 
■ITBIched  bind,  imd  Bjdenl  eye,  reminded  Henry 
Warden  of  Hiilben,  bo  lalelj  bis  guide.  The  bro- 
Ihera  had  indeed  a  alrong  family  resemblance,  though 
Hall     -  ' ^'  --  ---■  -----  '-'-' 


[Obat.I 

around  mc^  with  lb«l  lut  uttstanca  I  would  laati^ 
'IBtnat  the  lupanlitioui  darioai  of  Rome." 
Tbs  Sub-Pnor  wppTOMd  with  pain  It 


Hi  loniiiiK  to 


■on,  uller  and 
Edward  had,  01 
habitual  a-— 


n  the  limba,  and  tht>ugh 
caBiona,  a  look  of  more 
c  profound  reflection. 


The  preacher  wa>  inlereated   a 
Prior, 

"Of  whom  do  you  apeak,  my  >onT'  he 

lone  ta  upconoenied  aa  if  his  own  fota  had  not  been 
at  the  nnM  inMant  irvnbline  in  (he  balance,  and  a 
if  «  dungeon  and  death  did  aol  ■ive«r  (o  be  hi*  in- 
■Unl  dooiD— "  Of  whom,  I  asy,  qtnk  youl  If  of  a 
ngth  aoraewhat  older  than  ron  Kem  to  be— browu- 
~'~1,  oven-fealund,  talln  and  strong  than  you 
ii  yet  hanni^  much  of  the  aame  air,  and  of  the 
aame  lone  of  voice— it  inch  «  one  ia  the  broihe- 
wbom  you  seek,  it  may  be  I  can  tell  you  nawa  o 

"  Speak,  then,  (or  Heaven's  sake,"  aiid  Edward- 
"  life  or  deatb  lies  on  thy  tongue." 

Hu  Sub-Prior  joined  eagerly  in  the  aame  requeai. 
and,  without  wniting  to  be  urged,  ibe  preacher  gave 
a  minute  acooonl  of  the  eircamalaae«a  under  which 
he  met  the  elder  GMidinning,  with  so  exact  a  deecn 
tion  of  bia  peraoitulhit  thoe  remained  no  doubt 
to  hia  identitr-  When  be  mentioned  that  HalbL.. 
Glendinnina  had  conducted  him  to  the  dell  in  which 
ihsy  (bund  the  gna*  bloody,  and  a  grave  newly  cloaed, 
and  told  how  the  youth  accused  himself  of  the 
ilaublerof  SirPiercia  Shafloa,  the  Sub -Prior  loo'—' 
on  Edward  with  aaioniabment. 

"Didal  thou  not  say,  even  now,"  be  aaii  "I 
there  waa  no  veatige  of  a  grave  in  that  opotl 

"  No  mare  veatige  of  the  earth  having  been  removed 
than  if  the  turf  had  grown  there  aince  the  daya 
Adam,"  Tophed  Edward  Glendinning.     "  It  ie  inn, 
he  added,     that  the  adjacent  grass  was  trampled  and 

"  lliese  are  deluaions  of  tbs  enemy."  said  the  Sitb- 


which  arose  to  hi*  Fipa,  ai ....^  _ 

Edfiaid  Oleodinning,  he  said.  "  theni  could  be  now 
no  doubt  that  bis  mother  ouibi  preaently  to  be  in- 
formed that  her  sup  lived." 
"  I  told  you  that  two  bonn  aince,"  said  Chtiatia  of 
eCliniblll,  "anyouwouldbavTUierednK.  Bat 
..  aeemi  you  are  more  willing  to  take  the  word  of  as 
old  gray  aomer,  whoae  life  has  been  nenlii =-- 


when,  atung  by  the  reproach  of  the  Shanamiu  w 
rnan,  he  prayed  that  ha  aon'a  aoul  might  cume  in 


llioiinering  and  fading 


taper,  and  your  boaaied  tratfit. _..., ^ 

wild-Bre.  Show  me  your  Scripture  warrant  tor  as- 
cribing  virtue  to  such  vain  aigna  and  motional" 

"  I  ofiered  thee  a  fair  field  of  debate,"  said  thi 
Snb-Prior,  "  which  tbou  didst  refuae.  I  will  not  ai 
prewml  retfume  the  controversy." 

"  Were  lhe«  my  last  sccenlo,"  said  the  Reformer. 

and  wste  ihsv  uilered  at  the  atake,  balf-choksd 
with  imoke,  and  aa  ibe  fagots  kindled  into  a  blaie 


.b'Prior;  "for  what  sara  theTulgatei 


a  it  written  :  '  El  exaudivit 

ind  thinkeet  thou  tht. 

■  more  feeble  than  when 
n  a  tabernacle  of  clay,  an 


1  walksoneartl^  sbiDnded 
aeeing  but  with  the  eye  of 

During  this  controvetar  Edward  aiendinning  ap- 
peared restless  and  impatient,  uiisted  byiome  stron( 
mtemai  feeling,  but  whether  oOoy.  grieC  or  expecta- 
tion, his  conntenance  did  not  expressly  declare^  Ha 
took  now  the  unusual  fieadom  to  break  in  upon  the 
diacoutss  of  the  Sub-Prior,  who,  notwilhatandSns 
bia  reaolntion  to  the  contrary,  woa  obvioaaly  kin- 
diiDg  in  the  qiirit  of  coniroveray,  which  Edward  di- 
veritd  by  conjuring  hia  reverence  lo  allow  him  la 
speek  a  lew  words  wiib  him  in  private. 

"  Remove  the  prisoner,"  ssid  the  Sub-Prior  to 
Christie ;  "  look  to  him  card^lly  that  he  escape  not  i 
but  for  thy  life  do  him  no  injury." 

Hiacommands  being  obeyed,  Edward  and  the  monk 
were  left  alone,  whan  the  Sub-Prior  thoa  addfeaaed 

hat  ha  lb  come  ovei 

Jly,  and  ihv  chi . „_^ 

pale  t    Why  didst  thou  break  in  ao 

hastily  and  tmadvisedly  upon  the  argomeot  with 
which  I  was  pmstTsling  yonder  heretic  1  And  whoe- 
fora  doeat  thou  not  tell  thy  mother  that  her  eon  is 
leatored  to  her  by  the  intercession,  as  Holy  Churdi 
irell  warrants  n*  lo  beliere,  of  Biased  Saint  Bene- 
dict, ibapslron  of  our  Orderl  Forif  ever  myprayen 
were  put  forth  to  him  with  seal,  it  haib  been  in  b»- 
balf  of  this  bouse,  and  tbine  ayes  have  seen  ibe  reault 
—wi.  t^  it  to  thy  mother." 

^r  must  tell  her,  then,"  said  Edward,  "thatifsha 
hsB  regainKl  one  son,  another  is  lost  to  her." 

"Wbai  meanest  ihou,  Edwaidl  wb at  language  ia 
thisT'  said  the  Sub-Prior. 

"  Fattier,"  said  the  youth,  kneelina  down  to  him, 
"  mv  sin  and  my  shame  shall  be  told  thee,  and  than 
shall  witness  my  pennnce  with  thine  own  eyes." 

"I  comprehend  thee  not."  asid  the  Sub-Prior. 
"Whalcsnst  Ihou  bavo  done  to  deeerve  such  sdf- 
accusationl.-Haal  thou  loo  listened"  he  added, 
knittinBhis  brows,  "  to  the  demon  of  heresy,  ever 
mosi  eDectuat  tempter  of  iboae,  who,  like  yonder 
unhappy  man,  are  diBlinguished  by  their  love  of 
know  ledger 

"I  am  suiltleaa  in  that  mstler," 

dinning,      nor  have  presumed  to  ' 

than  thou,  my  kind  father,  hast  taught  nte,  and  than 
the  Church  allov™." 

"And  what  is  it  then,  my  son,"  said  the  8ub-Pri«, 
kindly,  "which  ihns  sfflicts  thy  conscience?  apeak  it 
tome,  that  I  may  answer  thee  in  Ihs  words  <tf  com- 
fort; for  the  Cburcb's  mercy  is  great  lo  those  obe- 
dient children  who  doubt  not  her  powo'." 


THE  HONASTBRT. 


"Mr  eBnlmian  will  nqnira  het  nMnr,"  npliad 
Bdwud.     "MrbToIhsT  HBllnn-»  kiDd^Hbnn^ 

WBcntla,  wbo  vok»  not,  ihouBfat  not '  -~' 

but  in  love  la  me,  wboM  hand  hid  aided 


,    ,  j>  kind,  eo  oenlle,  eo 

I  hsud  of  hii  ndden,  iut  bloodr,  hit 

rioleBl  death,  ,uid  I  rejoiced— I  heard  of  hii  unei- 

Edw«nl,"»«id  (be  ftther,     ._  .  .     , 

~whit  could  uise  Ihee  to  lucb  odious  infiralilDde'. 

—In  four  harnr  of  ipirite  fou  have  miilBkea  rbe  con- 


riiiEdicDorafloiirfediiiae~'Oo,mf  loniPnyaDd 
pOii  tby  miDd— ve  wiirapeak  of  Ihia  another  ti 
"No,  fcther,  no,"  aaid  Edward,  vabemontlj;, " 


minaken  tor  Joy— A_ 

—my  molbar — the  mstiiala— ihs  too,  the  ca 

oima — all  wept — and  1-   '         ' '  '      *■    *■ 


tKnenir!— I  will  find  the  ._, — 

liooe  bean  of  mioB,  or  1  will  tear  iloutof  my  boaom 
"■ — ■"  ■■■  piaaioDal— No,  falber,  grief  on  ill  be 
'"        I.  all  ahrieked  arouDd  me 
-ihs  too,  the  cauae  of  mj 

_  .-.,- aiuld  berdlydieBuiae  oiT 

bntal  and  inaane  jo;,  under  the  appearance  of  rs- 
itnae— Mother,  I  aaiil.  I  csnoot  kjtb  thee  teaia,  but 
1  vdl  give  ihee  Wood— Yes,  fsthec,  sb  I  couDled  hour 
ifto-  bour,  while  I  kept  waicb  upon  the  Engliah  pri- 
nocr,  and  aaid,  I  am  an  boor  nearer  to  hope  and  to 

1  luderaland  ihee  not  Edward,"  aaid  the  monk, 
"oor  can  I  ooDoeive  in  what  way  thy  brother'e  top- 
poeed  monlet  should  hiTe  aflecled  tfase  wilb  such 


n  what  w«]r  ihj  brother'e  top- 

, hsTe  aflecled  tfaee  — ■' "- 

ODDalural  joy — Snrdir  ibe  sordid  desiie 
Ma  in  bis  small  poseeasiona'' 

"  Periah  tiio  pallrv  trash  F'  said  Edward,  with  the 
Mme emotion-  "No,  faiber,  it  was  riTslry— it  was 
jaaloas  rage — it  was  the  Ion  of  Hary  Avene!,  that 
landered  me  tha  unaacural  wretch  I  conEast  myself  I" 

"- ■   ■        ■        -"ofaladyso 

n  rank  7  How 
earea  uaitwrt— now  oarea  you,  preaume  to  lift  your 
mioharbnt  in  honour  Bniireapecl.aa  to  a  superior 
rf  another  dcsm  from  youral" 

"When  did  love  wait  for  (he  sanction  ofberatd- 
nf  rtfilied  Edwaidj  "and  in  what  but  a  line  of 
oaad  aneestorB  was  Mary,  our  mother's  guest  and 
Ibttsvchild,  difienmt  from  ua,  with  wlu>m  aba  was 
btvughl  npl— GoonKh,  we  lored— we  bolh  loved  herl 
Bnl  the  passion  of  Hslbert  was  requiled.  He  knew 
itnDt,bessw  itnot- but  i  waaahaiper-enid.  I  saw 
Ihat  ercn  whsn  I  waa  more  appro^d,  Hslbert  was 
more  beloved.  Wiib  me  ahe  would  ait  lor  houre  al 
ear  esmmon  task,  wilh  the  cold  simpiicilir  and  indif- 
loeaee  of  a  aister.  but  wilb  Hslbert  she  misled  not 
beta^  Shecbanged  colour,  eba  wasAuttsred  wben 
be  UHotched  ber ;  and  when  be  left  bar,  she  nss 
iMve,  and  soliiary.  .  I  bore  all  Uiia — i  saw  my 


livd^itdvanidng  prqgresa  in  her  afTectioni    , 

'tdHr.andTeilhBtMibimnol—Icouldaoihalahinil'' 
*And  well  for  Ibee  that  Ihoudidel  noi,"  aaidlhe  fo- 


ale  ihv  brother  for  iiarLakins  in  ibioe  own 

"Paihet,"  replied  Edwaid,  "(be  world  _- 

■on  wiaa,  and  holds  thy  knowledge  of  mankind 
high  1  bnl  Iby  oiwalion  abows  that  Ihon  basl  never 
Bred.  Ii  wss  by  an  eflort  that  1  saved  myaelf  from 
oatiDg  roy  kindT  and  affsclianste  brolher,  wbo,  all 
ini|oapic)oua  of  my  rivahy,  was  perpetually  load- — 
Be  with  ktDdness.  Nsv,  there  were  moods  of 
Bund,  in  which  I  could  return  ibal  kindness  to.  _ 
ama  with  enevKelic  enthusiasm.  Nsver  did  i  feel 
Ihii  aoaironBlraa  on  the  nidit  which  parted  u  ~ 
I  could  not  help  rejcncing  when  he  was  swept 
my  track— could  not  hdp  eorrowins  when  n( 
anin  reaiored  to  be  aalumbling-block  in  my  patba." 
May  God  be  gncioua  lo  Ibee,  lay  son  I     said  the 


a  of  mind.    Evei 


■ten  evil  mot.  ' 
nil  broibu,  fa 

"I  will  wraalle  with  ihs  demon  which  has  haunted 
me, father,"  rmlied  the  youth,  flrmiy— "I  will  wreetle 
viQi  him,  and  I  will  subdue  him.  But  Orst  I 
lamove  &did  the  acenea  wbich  are  to  follow  In 
eiiutot  eodiire  that  I  should  aas  Mary  Avenel' 


THE  MONASTBRr.  tOur.  XXXHI 

thatnlki  tfataoKb  which  dw  Adban 
of  old  bid  ibii  prBODDi  ildify. 


APTER    XXXIII. 


bltk  thb  HH  bin  (Mufted. 
be  IMti:  UWn  Ibnib  tta  oitii, 


ih  the  qned  of  one  who  doobia  dw 
*  owD  mohitkni,  baateaed  to  piqjm 
hair  danrture,  uid  ■!  ihe  wnot  ium 
■mi— ea  the  neigfaboun  whohad  cotiH 
s,  iiid  wbo  wan  noi  a  hula  ain|»Had 
lainan  of  hi>  propoaad  dqMrtnre,  uid 

bo«|iiUlitT."  qooth  Din  oT  (ha  How- 
comnde*  i  I  trow  tha  Glendiniiia(i 
>me  din  li^t  oft,  tn  I  pot  &h>i  id 
T  Iha  millei?' 

led  them  I^pIbcIiih  Ibod  utd  ligiKiTi 
Thay  ale  juHenly,  howorer,  and  de- 
eve  Chat  Halbert  alendinning  lired. 
imnmnicaled  ttarou^  ihe  aomnriiw 
itiiber  wept  eod  thanked  HeaveB  u- 
il  her  hahile  of  domealic  econotnr 
her  fedins*  became  ceboer,  aha  ob- 
uld  be  an  uDco  laak  to  meikd  the  jena, 
ther  to  do  while  tbejr  wen  brekea  in 

At  open  doon  dogi  coma  in  T' 
ad.  ''^Sha  are  Ihousht  HalbeH  wu 
lia  weapon  lo  be  kiHed  au  emmOt  bj 
DftlieniB'.  Thercnisfai  aarafuieae 
tliar  liked  i  but  ibej  Fed  not  the  pitb 
canny  Scot,  when  it  ceme  to  doae 

inellhe  impnaaion  wai  inconceiiablj 
-J  !._■ 1_  ifgrned  to  ^»j,  and  ii 

m  Of  HeaTeij'whicfl 
n  the  words  of  Scrip- 
ler  a  tnanner  almoat 
id  from  the  graie  ■! 
.    There  waa  a  dao- 


I  upon  bar  aflo-  a  tnanner 
cillad  the  dead  from  the  g 


I  thepoipoi, ..-    --„- 
ndTolume.  which  hen 


ofaSttingHi 

K>k  cloaeir ani — 

of  the  rat  grtaler  danger  aba  inemred, 


ven  bad  prorided  against  both  thiat 

rd  wa*  pnparina  the  bona,  Chriatit 

1  again  aoliciled  bia  oidera  lanitetimg 
reacher,  Heniy  Warden,  and  again  ite 
laboured  to  recondia  in  bia  own  joM 

not  help  feeling  for  hie  former  con- 
le  duly  whicb  be  owed  lo  the.  Cbnnh. 

d  reaolulion  of  Edward  bad  reOMmd. 
le  chief  objeclioa  to  hia  bong  Mt  it 

bia  Wellwood,  or  Warden,  to  the  Me- 
ouRbl,  "  be  must  die — die  ia  hia  bcaOT 
UM  aool :  And  ibongb  auch  a  meaeuie 
U(fat  Bdviaable,  to  ethke  tenor  inu 
!t  such  ia  now  tbeir  dailr-increaais 
it  niai  radicr  ronse  them  to  fitry  and 
nie,ber(J'us«lopledgehimBeIf  loab- 
iring  hia  tarea  amonf)  the  wheal  i  but 
e  is  too  berreii  to  receiTe  tliem.  1  tn 
{  iinpreeaioD  on  tbeae  poor  women,  du 
church,  and  bred  op  in  due  obediaoea 
The  keen,  eaarcbingi  inqainnft  aad 
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bold  dlspoaition  of  Eklward,  might  have  afforded 
fuel  to  the  fire;  but  that  is  removed,  und  there  is 
nothing  left  which  the  fiarae  mav  catch  to.— Thus 
shall  be  have  no  power  to  spreaa  his  evil  doctrines 
•tNXNid,  and  yet  his  life  shall  be  preserved,  and  it  may 
be  his  soul  rescued  as  a  prey  from  the  fowler's-  net 
I  will  myself  contend  with  him  in  argument;  for 
when  we  studied  in  common,  I  yielded  not  to  him,  and 
sorely  the  cause  for  which  I  struggle  will  support  me, 
were  I  yet  more  weak  than  I  deem  myself.  Were 
this  man  reclaimed  from  his  errors,  en  hundred-fold 
more  advantage  would  arise  to  the  church  from  his 
spiritual  n^neration,  than  from  his  temporal  death." 

Having  finished  these  meditations,  in  which  there 
was  at  once  goodness  of  disposition  and  narrowness 
of  principle,  a  considerable  portion  of  self-opinion, 
and  no  small  degree  of  self-delusion,  the  Sub-Prior 
commanded  the  prisoner  to  be  brought  into  his  pre- 
sence. 

*'  Henry,"  he  said,  **  whatever  a  rigid  sense  of  duty 
may  demand  of  me,  ancient  friendship  and  Christian 
compassion  forbid  me  to  lead  thee  to  assured  death. 
Thou  wert  wont  to  be  generous,  though  sicrn  and 
•tDbborn  in  thy  resolves;  let  not  thy  sense  of  what 
ihine  own  thoughts  term  duty,  draw  tnee  farther  than 
mine  have  done.  Remember,  that  every  sheep  whom 
thou  shalt  here  lead  astray  from  the  fo(d,  will  be  de- 
manded in  time  and  through  eternity  of  him  who 
hath  left  thee  the  liberty  of  doing  such  eviL  I  ask 
no  engagement  of  thee,  save  that  thou  remain  a 
prisoner  on  thy  word  at  this  tower,  and  wilt  appear 
when  summoned." 

**Thou  hast  found  an  invention  to  bind  my  hands," 
itplied  the  preacher,  "  more  sure  than  would  have 
been  the  heaviest  shackles  in  the  prison  of  thy  con- 
vent I  will  not  rashly  do  what  may  endanger  thee 
with  thy  unhappy  superiors,  and  I  will  be  the  more 
cautious,  because,  if  we  had  farther  opportunity  of 
confovnce,  I  trust  thine  own  soul  may  yet  be  rescued 
at  a  brand  from  the  burning,  and  that,  casting  from 
thee  the  livery  of  Anti-Chnst,  that  trader  in  human 
«in.<i  and  human  souls,  I  may  yet  assist  thee  to  lay 
kokl  on  the  Rock  of  Ages." 

The  Sob-Prior  heard  the  sentiment,  so  similar  to 
that  which  had  occurred  to  himself,  with  the  same 
kindling  feelings  with  which  the  game  cock  hears 
aod  roMies  to  the  challenge  of  his  rival. 

"*!  bless  God  and  Our  Lady,"  said  he,  drawing 

•  himself  up,  **  that  my  faith  is  already  anchored  on 

that  Rock  on  which  Saint  Peter  founded  his  church." 

''It  is  a  perversion  of  the  text,"  said  the  eager 
Henry  Warden,  ''grounded  on  a  vain  play  upon 
words— a  most  idle  paronomasia." 

Tlie  controversy  would  have  been  rekindled,  and 
in  all  probability— for  what  can  ensure  the  good  tem- 
per and  moderation  of  poleq;)ics7— might  have  ended 
n  tiM  preacher's  being  transported  a  captive  to  the 
Monastery,  had  not  Christie  of  the  Clinthill  observed 
that  it  was  growing  late,  and  that  he  having  to  de- 
•eend  the  glen,  which  had  no  good  reputation,  cared 
iK>t  neatly  for  travelling  there  after  sunset  The 
Sob-Prior,  therefore,  stifled  his  desire  of  argument, 
and  again  telling  the  preacher  that  he  trusted 4o  his 
^ratitode  and  generosity,  he  bade  him  farewell. 

"Be  assured,  mine  old  friend,"  replied  Warden, 
"that  no  willing  act  of  mine  shall  be  to  thv  preju- 
dice. But  if  my  Master  shall  place  work  before  me, 
I  most  o)^y  Qod  rather  than  man." 

These  two  men,  both  excellent  from  natural  dispo- 
sition and  acquired  knowbdge,  had  more  points  of 
•imilarity  than  they  themselves  would  have  admit- 
ted. In  truth,  the  chief  distinction  betwixt  them 
was,  that  the  Catholic,  defending  a  relision  which 
afTorried  little  interest  to  the  feelings,  had,  in  his  de- 
votbn  to  the  cause  he  espoused,  more  of  the  head 
than  of  the  heart,  and  was  politic,  cautious,  and  art- 
ful; while  the  Protestant,  acting  under  the  strong 
impulse  of  more  lately  adopted  coiiviciion,  and  feei- 
ng, as  he  justly  might  a  morb  animated  confidence 
in  his  cause,  was  enthusiasiicveager,  and  precipitate 
in  his  desire  to  advance  it.  The  priest  would  have 
been  contented  to  defend,  the  preacher  aspired  to 
eonqoer ;  and,  of  course,  thii  impulse  by  which  the  lat- 
ter was  oovero^d,  WM  nofe  ftctive  and  more  decisivo. 
2Y 


Tj^ey  could  not  oart  from  each  other  without  a  __ 
cond  pressure  or  hands,  and  each  looked  in  the  face 
of  his  old  companion,  as  he  bade  him  adieu,  with  a 
countenance  strongly  expreasivs  of  sorrow,  affection, 
and  pity. 

Father  Eustace  then  explained  briefly  to  Dama 
GiendTinning,  that  this  person  was  to  be  her  guest 
for  some  dava,  forbidding  her  ana  her  whole  house- 
hold, under  nigh  spiritual  censures,  to  hold  any  con- 
versation with  him  on  religious  subjects,  but  com- 
manding her  to  attend  to  his  wants  in  all  other 
particulars. 

"  May  Our  Lady  forgive  roe,  reverend  father,"  said 
Dame  Ulendinning,  somewhat  dismayed  at  this  in- 
telligence, "but  I  must  needs  say,  thatower  mony 
guests  have  been  the  ruin  of  mony  a  house,  and  I 
trow  they  will  bring  down  Glendearg.  First  came 
the  Lady  of  Avenel— (her  soul  be  at  rest)— she  meant 
Bae  ill— but  she  brought  with  her  as  mony  bo- 
gles and  fairies,  as  hae  kept  the  house  in  care  ever 
since,  sae  that  we  hae  been  living  as  it  were  in  a 
dream.    And  then  came  that  English  knight,  if  it 

E lease  you,  and  if  he  hasna  killed  m7  son  outright, 
e  has  chased  him  aff  the  gate,  and  it  may  be  lang 
enough  ere  I  see  him  again — forby  the  damage  dona 
to  outer  door  and  inner  door.  And  now  your  rever- 
ence baa  given  me  the  charge  of  a  heretic,  who.  it  ia 
like,  may  oring  the  great  horned  devil  himself  down 
upon  us  all :  and  th^say  that  it  is  neither  door  dor 
window  will  serve  nim,  but  he  will  take  away  the 
aide  #f  the  auld  tower  along  with  him.  Neverthe- 
less, reverend  father,  your  pleasure  is  doubtleaa  to  be 
donelo  our  power." 

"  Gro  to,  woman,"  said  the  Sub-Prior;  '*  aend  for 
workmen  from  the  dachan,  and  let  them  charge  the 
expense  of  their  repairs  to  the  Community,  and!  will 
give  the  treasurer  warrant  to  allow  them.  Moreover, 
in  settling  the  rental- mails,  and  feu-dutiea,  thou  shall 
have  allowance  for  the  trouble  and  chargea  to  which 
thou  art  now  put,  and  I  will  cause  strict  search  to  be 
made  after  thy  son." 

The  dame  curtsied  deep  and  low  at  each  favour- 
able expression ;  and  when  the  Sub-Prior  had  done 
speaking,  she  added  her  farther  hope  that  the  Sub- 
Prior  would  hold  some  communing  with  her  gossip 
the  Miller,  concerning  the  fate  of  his  daughter,  and 
expound  to  him  that  the  chance  had  by  no  meana 
happened  through  any  negligence  on  her  part 

'*  I  sair  doubt  me,  father,"  she  said,  "  whether 
Mysie  finds  her  way  back  to  the  Mill  in  a  hurry;  but 
it  was  all  her  fathers  own  fault  that  let  her  run  lamp- 
ing about  the  country,  riding  on  bare-backed  naiga, 
and  never  aettling  to  do  a  turn  of  wark  within  doors, 
unless  it  were  to  dress  daintiea  at  dinner-time  for 
his  sin  kytq." 

"  You  remind  me,  dame,  of  another  matter  of  oiw 
gency,"  said  Father  Eustace ;  "  and,  God  knows, 
too  many  of  them  presa  on  me  at  thia  moment. 
This  English  knight  must  be  sought  out  and  expla- 
nation given  to  him  of  these  most  strange  chances. 
The  giddy  giri  must  also  be  recovered.  If  she  hath 
suffered  in  reputation  by  this  unhappy  mistake,  I  will 
not  hold  myaelf  innocent  of  the  disgrace.  Yet  how 
to  find  them  out  I  know  not."  .     ^     •  ^, „  , 

"  So  please  you,"  said  Christie  of  the  Chnthill.  "I 
am  willmg  to  take  the  chase,  and  bnng  them  back  by 
fair  means  or  foul;  for  though  you  have  alwaya 
looked  as  black  as  night  at  me,  whenever  we  have 
forgathered,  yet  I  have  not  forgotten,  that  had  it  not 
been  fot  you,  my  neck  would  have  kend  the  weight 
of  my  four  quarters.  If  any  man  can  track  the  tread 
of  them,  I  will  say  in  the  face  of  both  Merse  and' 
Teviotdale,  and  take  the  Forest  to  boot,  I  am  that 
man.  But  first  I  have  matters  to  treat  of  on  my 
master's  score,  if  you  will  permit  me  to  nde  down 

"?Jay,  bur,  my  friend,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  thou 
shouldst  reuu»mber  I  have  but  slendercause  to  trust 
thee  for  a  companion  through  a  place  so  sohtary." 

"  Tush!  tush !"  said  the  jackman,  **  fear  me  not  i 
I  had  the  worst  too  surely  to  begin  that  sport  again. 
Besides,  have  I  not  said  a  dozen  of  timea,  I  owe  yoa 
a  lifel  and  when  I  owe  a  man  eitbar  a  good  turn  or  a 
bad,  I  never  foU  to  pay  it  ■oooec  or  kter.    Moxeof  e>« 
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bethrew  me  if  I  care  to  go  alone  down  the  flfien,  or 
even  with  my  troope^i  who  art,,every  loon  (^  tbeSn, 
as  roach  devU'a  baima  as  myaelf :  whereas,  tf  your 
reverence,  since  that  is  the  word,  take  beads  and 
psalter,  and  I  come  along  with  jack  and  spear,  you 
will  make  the  devils  taks^w  air,  and  I  wdl  make  aU 
human  enemies  take  the  earth." 

Edwaid  here  entered,  and  told  h»  reverenoe  that 
bis  horse  was  prepared.  At  thia  instant  his  eye 
eaufl^t  his  mother's,  and  the  resolution  which  he  had 
80  strongly  formed  was  siaggered  when  he  recollected 
the  necessity  of  biddingner  farewell.  Tlie  Sub; 
Prior  saw  his  embarrassment^  and  came  to  hia  relief. 

*'  Dame,"  said  he.  "  I  forgot  to  mention  that  your 
aon  Edward  goes  with  me  to  Saint  Mary's  and  wiU 
not  return  for  two  or  three  days."  . 

"  You'll  be  wishing  to  help  him  to  recover  his  bro- 
ther 1    May  the  saints  reward  vour  kindness  \\       , 

The  Sub-Prior  returned  the  benedictioQ  whKh.  in 
this  instance,  he  had  not  very  weU  deaerved,  and  he 
and  Edward  set  forth  on  their  route.  They  were 
presently  followed  by  Christie,  who  cfuneup  with  his 
followers  at  auch  a  speedy  pace,  as  intimated  suffi- 
eiently  that  his  wish  to  obtain  spiritual  conv<Mr 
through  the  glen,  was  extremely  sincere.  He  had, 
koweveTi  oth^  niattera  to  stimulate  his  speed,  for  he 
was  desirous  to  oommunicate  to  the  Sub-Prior  a 
meaaage  from  hrs  maater  Julian,  connected  with  the 
delivery  of  thepriaoner  Warden ;  and  having  requested 
the  Sub-Prior  to  ride  with  him  a  few  yards  before 
Edward,  and  the  troopera  of  his  own  party.he  thus 
addressed  him,  sometimes  interrupting  his  dtseourse 
in  a  manner  testifying  that  his  fear  of  supernatural 
beings  was  not  altogether  lulled  to  reat  by  his  confi- 
dence in  the  sanctity  of  his  feUow-traveller. 

"  My  master,"  said  the  rider.  "  deemed  he  had  sent 
voo  an  acceptable  gift  in  that  old  heretic  preacher ; 
but  it  seems,  from  the  slight  csre  you  have  taken  of 
him,  that  you  make  aroairaccount  of  the  boon." 

**Nay,"  aaid  the  Sub-Prior,  "do  not  thus  judge  of 
it  The  Community  must  account  highly  of  the  ser- 
Tioe^  and  will  reward  it  to  thy  master  in  goodly 
foshion.  But  this  man  and  I  are  old  friends^  and  I 
trust  to  bring  him  back  from  the  paths  of  perdition." 

"  Nay,"  said  the  moss-trooper,  '*  when  I  saw  you 
shake  hands  at  the  be^nning,  I  counted  that  you 
would  fight  it  aU  out  m  love  and  lionour,  and  that 
there  would  be  no  extreme  dealinga  betwixt  ye— how- 
aver,  it  is  all  one  to  my  roaster— Saint  Mairy!  what 
call  you  von.  Sir  Monk  1" 

"The  branch  of  a  wiUow  streaming  across  the 
path  betwixt  us  and  the  sky." 

"Beshrew  me."  said  Christie.  '*if  it  k>oked  not 
like  a  man's  hand  holding  &  sword.— But  touching  m  v 
master,  he,  like  a  prudent  mai>^  hath  kept  himself 
afoof  ia  these  broken  times,  until  he  ooiUd  see  with 
precision  what  footing  he  waa  to  atand  upon.  Right 
tempting  ofiera  he  hath  had  from  the  Lords  of  Con- 
gregation, whom  you  call  heretica;  and  at  one  time 
be  was  mindedu  to  be  plain  with  you,  to  have  taken 
their  way— for  he  waa  assured  that  the  Lord  James* 
waa  coming  this  road  at  the  head  of  a  round  body 
of  cavalry.  And  accordingly  Lord  James  did  so  far 
reckon  upon  him,  that  he  sent  this  man  Warden,  or 
whataoever  be  bis  name,  to  my  master's  protection, 
M  an  assured  friend ;  and,  moreover,  with  tidinga 
that  he  himaelf  was  marching  hitberward  at  the 
head  of  a  strong  body  of  borse.^' 

**  Now,  Our  Lady  forfend  l"  said  the  Sub-Prior. 

**  Amen  I"  answered  Chnslie.  in  some  trepdatiou, 
'  did  your  reverence  see  aught  1" 

"  Nothing  whatever."  replied  the  monk  j  "  it  was 
thy  tale  which  wreated  from  me  that  exclamation." 

*'  And  it  waa  some  cauae,"  r»lied  he  of  the  Clint- 
hilL  "for  if  Lord  James  should  come  hither,  your 
Halidome  would  smoke  for  it.  But  be  of  good  cbeer 
.  —that  expedition  is  ended  before  it  was  begun.  The 
Baron  of  AveneL  had  ante  news  that  Lord  James  baa 
been  fain  to  march  westward  with  his  merrymen,  to 
I*o4ect  Lord  Semite  againat  Cassilia  and  the  Ken- 
■adiea.  By  my  faith,  u  will  cost  him  a  brush ;  fbr 
wot  ye  what  they  aay  of  that  name^— 
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"Twist  VlfCon  aad  t&  town  of  AjT, 
Portpa  trick  and  the  cnrirM  •f  CrM, 

No  mao  noed  tMok  for  to  bide  there. 
UoUh  be  ooort  auDt  lUonedie.'  '^ 


"  Then,"  aaid  the  Sub-Prior,  "  the  Lord  Hmttfu 
purpoae  of  coming  southwards  being  broken,  ooai 
this  person,  Henry  Warden,  a  cold  lec^mon  st  Ave- 
nel  Castle.^ 

"It  would  not  have  been  altogether  ao  noogh  a 
one,"  aaid  the  moss- trooper ,  **for  my  master  waa  in 
heavy  thought  what  to  do  m  these  unaettWd  timet, 
and  would  scarce  have  bacarded  misusins  a  man 
sent  to  him  by  so  teiriblealeaderae  the  Lora  Jamea. 
But,  to  speak  the  truth,  aome  busy  de^l  tempted  the 
old  man  to  meddle  with  my  maater  s  Christian  liberty 
of  hand-f^rag  with  Catherine  of  Newport  So 
that  broke  the  wand  of  peace  between  them,  and  now 
ye  nwy  have  my  master,  and  all  the  force  be  can 
make,  at  your  devotion,  for  Lord  James  neTor  forgave 
wrong  done  to  him ;  and  if  he  come  by  the  upper- 
hand,  he  will  have  Julian's  head  if  there  were  never 
another  of  the  name,  as  it  is  like  theie  is  not,  except- 
ing the  bit  slip  of  a  lassie  yonder.  And  now  I  have 
told  vou  more  df  my  masters  afiOnra  than  he  woukf 
thank  me  for;  but' you  have  done  me  a  frank  turn 
once,  and  I  may  need  one  at  your  handa  a«un." 

"  Thy  frankness,"  said  the  Sub-Prior,  ^  aball  aure- 
ly  advantage  thee;  for  much  it  concerns  the  church 
in  these  broken  times  to  know  the  purposes  and 
motives  of  those  around  ua.  But  what  ia  it  that  thy 
master  expects  from  us  in  reward  of  good  service; 
for  I  esteem  him  one  of  those  who  are  not  willing  to 
work  wftbout  their  hireT' 

"  Nay,  that  I  can  tell  yoii  flatly ;  for  Lord  Janes 
had  promised  him,  in  case  he  would  be  of  his  fac- 
tion m  these  parts,  an  easy  tack  of  the  teind- sheaves 
of  his  own  Barony  of  Avenel.  together  with  the  lands 
of  Cranberry-nftoor.  which  lie  intersected  with  his 
own.   And  he  will  look  for  no  less  at  your  hand." 

"  But  there  is  old  Gilbert  of  Cranberry- moor,"  said 
the  Sub-Prior,  "  what  are  we  to  make  of  him  1  Tbe 
heretic  Lord  James  may  take  on  him  to  dispone  upon 
tbe  goods  and  lands  of  the  Hahdome  at  his  dkasore. 
becauae,  doubtless,  but  for  the  protection  of  Uod,  and 
the  baronage  which  yet  remain  faitbfiil  to  their  creed, 
he  may  despoil  us  cm  them  by  force ;  but  while  they 
are  the  property  of  the  ConHnunity,  we  may  not  take 
steadings  from  ancient  and  faithful  vassals,  to  gratify 
the  covetousn^  of  those  who  serve  God  only  from 
the  lucre  of  gain." 

,"  By  the  mass,"  said  Christie,  "  it  is  well  talking, 
Sir  Priest:  but  when  ye  consider  that  Gilbert  has 
but  two  half-starved  cowardly  peasants  to  follow  bhn, 
and  only  an  auld  jaded  aver  to  ride  upon,  fitter  for  tbe 
plough  than  for  manly  service ;  and  that  tbe  Baron  of 
Avenel  never  rides  with  fewer  than  ten  iackmeo  at 
his  back,  andoftener  with  fifty,  bodin  in  all  that  dSeirs 
to  war  as  if  they  .were  to  do  battle  for  a  kingdom,  and 
mounted  on  nags  that  nicker  at  the  clash  of  a  sword 
as  if  it  were  the  clank  of  the  ltd  of  a  corn-chest— T  ssv, 
when  ye  have  computed  all  this,  yon  mav  guess  which 
course  will  best  serve  your  Monastery .'' 

"  Friend,"  said  the  monk,  "  I  would  witUni^y  pur- 
chase thy  master's  assistance  on  his  own  terms,  suce 
times  leave  us  no  better  means  of  defence  ogainst  the 
aacrilegious  spoliation  of  heresy ;  but  to  take  from  a 
poor  man  his  patrimony" 

"  For  that  matter,"  said  the  rider,  *^hia  seat  woeUI 
acarce  be  a  soft  one,  if  my  insster  thought  that  Gil- 
bert's interest  stood  betwixt  him  and  what  he  wttbea. 
The  Halidome  has  land  enough,  and  Gilbert  may  be 
quartered  elsewhere." 

"  We  will  consider  the  possibility  of  ao  disposiog 
the  matter,"  said  tbe  monk,  '*  and  will  expect  in  ooo- 
sequence  your  roaster's  most  active  assistance,  with 
all  the  followers  he  can  make,  to  join  in  the  defence 
of  the  Halidome,  against  any  force  by  which  it  majr 
be  threatened." 

"  A  man'a  hand  and  a  mailed  glove  on  that,"* 
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/*  At  MMno  atooement  for  their  Uxity  of  morftls  oo  iwiat  oeet- 

uom.  the  BoKkren  were  aerere  oUervets  of  the  Ikitb  wldekllier 

red,  even  to  ao  enemy-   If  any  penoo  broke  fafs  wordas 

.the  indhridua]  U»  wbon  ftith  Wd  not  baeo  obMmd. 

to  banc  to  UM  atst  QocdniiaMtiiiff  a  ctort bonft  as  tks 
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iaJKkmm.   "TtirwIlwpMrwiwfcikiHUMri 
villi  DMi  bal  Iba  sde  we  uka  we  held  br.— And  I 
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nuU*  tea  kind  of  bell,  (Our 
ming  such  >  ward  in  tJ ' 
i*  mood,  iludftng  bow 
hU:     And  now  RnTea 

pniMd,  we  Ire  in  Iba  open  Tilley.  end  1  nii)r  awi 

■  nund  oMh,  aboold  lugbt  happen  id  provoke  ii." 
"Mr  biend,"  aaid  iha  Sub-Prior.  "  ihou  hast  lii 

neiil  m  ibalainina  from  oatlia  or  blaaptumr,  if  il 

eiiEjroiil  af  filar  of  evil  ipiriu.'* 
"NaT,  I  am  sol  quite  a  church  Taaaal  yet,"  ■ 

dH  jackoun,  "  and  if  you  link  LJie  curb  too  rigbt  >.  . 

lyouDf  bone,  Ipromiaevou  he  will  rear— Why,  it  ia 

Tbt  aitfal  being  fine,  tbey  fordwl  the  riTerat  the 
■IDi  where  ihe  Sicnaitn  met  with  hig  unhappy  an- 
avuitei  wiih  the  apiril.  Aa  auon  a>  ihey  ttriiai  at 
dugileef  the  Huaaetery.  the  porter  in  wiilina  ea- 
fcrly  eicLaimed,  "Reverend  faiher,  iho  Lord  Abbot 
■>  msM  aoiion*  for  your  preaence. 

"Let  Iheae  alraoKera  big  carried  to  Ihe  sreet  hall," 
aid  Ibe  Sub-Prior,  "  and  be  Irealed  with  the  beat  by 
(teagUareri  TemiodioK  them,  however,  of  that  mo- 
dwf  and  deceocy  of  conduct  which  bacomeih  gueata 
■a  1  Douae  like  llua." 

"But  the  Lord  Abbot  demandayou  inatantly,  my 
vtneraWa  brolher,"  aaid  Father  Philip,  arriving  in 


erdtaolaiaof  counadaii 


e  the  field  of  Pinkle-cleugb 


"leoDM,  my  good  hrolber.  I  come,"  aaid  Talher 
Emtaee.       I  pray  Ihea  good  brother,  let  Ihia  youth, 

urholyorderj  which,  if  hiaKoodparii be  matched 
b  Gitiog  docility  and  bnitulity,  be  may  one  day 
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reaerable  brother. 


woiihipful  Iiord  Abbot.     ,  , 

Ml  aeter  law  I  Abbot  of  the  Houae  of  Si 

vbaa  Faiher  iDslcram  had  the  i 
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i  come,  I  coDM,  venerable  brother,"  aaid  Falber 
Eailgc*— And  having  repealedl/  «|aculatod  "  I  come  1 
■aallaMwaollo  the  Abbot  in  good  eameat. 


CHAPTER  XXXIT. 


fe«*l  rev  aiMif.  anlllwlikunliptal*  <>• 
lW.lMi™ltoMijrba™Minr«irtUi.  ^ 

Aal  imtl row  limttnit&t'lmmit--nm  dm  ool 
nm  friBed  wilk  i™ir_fi>oil  cb«ir,  U  l»ard  rwrwjjl. 

Aad  ibr  will  mlui<  fir-L O"  Mv- 

Tai  Abbot  received  hia  counaollor  will 


and  blazing  with 

M<Dl  of  I  var.  aal  pradalB  to  Smitt  Bad  En^Mi  Ika  aaw  of 

En*u  Kape  lU  kihiar  bTbad  UncM  on  ihn. 

■a  Eui  u  iml,  and  rM  ihil  tbii  houM  not  btrnj  anr  lua 
Itai  UiHti  ia  then,  l!ii  all  iha  cokl  in  Snulan!  at  n  PniM. 
>a>nnrfw,i»u<liiul)l»>.  ir  Ihir  "wM  bMnr  hm  llm 
MAI  nl  Uh  pwkiu.  uiil  HUH  mt  u  bs  lunnd  :  but  t  ban 
UM  &m  m  im."—Badln'i  Luivt  Airdv  lu  MMAini  la- 


Tb*  Saorwtan  tod  old  Falber  Niobolaa  h 
iowed  the  Sub-Prior  into  iha  Abbol'a  apti 
perhaps  with  the  fatwe  of  teaming  •omeihing  of  iha 
imporlaol  matter  which  aeamail  loba  in  hand7-  Thef 
were  not  miataken ;  for,  after  having  uaberad  in  ih« 
Sub-Prior,  and  being  IhemaelTea  in  An  aei  of  relir- 
uuc.  the  Abbot  made  iharo  a  aignal  to  remain. 

"  Hr  brethren."  he  aaid,  "  il  is  well  known  M  To« 
wiih  what  painliil  teal  we  have  ovenean  the  weignqr 
alfainof  ibia  hooae  cvramitiad  (oour  nnwonhyhaDl 
— yoor  bnnd  hath  bean  given  to  yon,  atHl  your  water 
hub  been  ■ora— I  have  not  waalad  the  revenuea  of 
the  Convenl  on  vain  pleaaarei^  aa  homing  or  hawk- 
ing or  in  change  ef  rich  cope  or  alb,  or  in  fasaliaB 
idlebardaand  jeaters-aaving  tboae,  who.  acoording  lo 
old  wonl,^  were  received  in  dme  of  Chrialmaa  and 
Eailer.  Neither  have  I  enriched  eitha'  mine  owa 
relatione  not  atrange  women  at  the  aipenaa  of  lb» 
Patrimony." 

"There  hath  nOI  been  auch  a  Lord  Abbot,"  aaid 
Father  Nicbolaa,  "  to  my  knowledge,  ainca  the  day* 
of  Abbot  Ingelram,  who'' 

At  that  pottanlona  word,  which  alwaya  prArfad  k 
long  Biory,  the  Abbot  broke  in. 

'^ay  Odd  have  Baniy  on  his  soul  I — we  talk  IMI 
of  him  now.— What  I  wnuM  knowof  ye,  my  hretbreo, 
ia,  wfaetherl  have,  in  year  mind,  faitbmlly  diacbargnl 
the  dniiee  of  mine  office  V 

"  There  haa  never  been  aobjact  of  comptaiDI,"  an- 
Bwend  Ihe  Sub- Prior. 

The  Sacriataii,  n)oredtlTuse,ananieniedibevariaua 
aolB  of  indulgence  and  kindneaa  which  the  mild  go- 
remnient  of  Abboi  Boniface  had  oanfored  on  tha 
broth whood  of  Saint  Maiya— the  inifaJ#«U«B— tha 
,rraiti»-the  iibiru — the  weeklv  Dieaa  of  boiled  al- 
monda—the  enlarged  accommodation  of  Ihe  nfee- 
tory— the  better  amngement  of  Iha  cellatage—Iha 
improvement  of  the  revenue  of  tha  Jdonaatefy — the 
dlmmuuan  of  the  priialiona  of  Ihe  htethren. 

"  You  might  have  added,  mv  btother,"  aaid  Iba 
Abbot,  liataniDg  witfaiaeleDCholyncqiueeaeneeMih* 
detail  of  hia  own  merits  "  that  loaiiaed  to  be  baitt 
that  ciiriouB  acpoen,  which  aecurelb  Iha  eloialera 
from  Ihe  nonh-east  wind.— But  all  ibeae  things  avail 
nothing- Aa  we  read  in  bolvHaoeabe^  Capts  e^  tt- 

rila,  fwr  ooia-  -  -  -  "-       '- "— ■- ■ '■■-'- 

Ihought,  no  cc 
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y,  gueal-hall,  and  refecloiy  to  be  looked  to — 
aaiona  to  be  mad*  eonfaaaiona  to  be  ,beanl, 
•u.j.cera  to  be  ealertained,  Hnia  to  be  granled  or  re- 
liued  1  and  I  wanant  nw,  whan  evety  ana  of  you 
waa  asleep  in  your  cell,  ibe  Abbot  hath  lain  awalM 
"ira  full  hour  by  Ihe  bell,  thinking  how  these  mittaM 
light  be  ordered  seemly  and  auitahly." 

Hay  we  trit,  reverend  my  lord,"  said  tha  Sub-Pri- 
r,  "irnat  additioiial  care  hsa  now  been  thrown  ppMI 
ou,  since  your  discourse seema to  point  that  way?" 
"  Harry,  this  it  ia,"  aaid  the  Abbot-  "  The  lalk 
,j  not  now  of  iibtra  or  of  tarUat,  or  of  boiled  al- 
monda,*  but  of  an  Engliah  band  coming  against  tia 


tndBdtqrBitJohBF 


!■  il  or  ibe  Bcreenrng  us  fhim  ihe  etil  wind, 
M  etoape  Lord  JanM*  Stewart,  who  cohwid  to 
Waiie  and  deaftof  wiih  hia  berMic  aoldiera." 

"I  ihoiif(hl  that  purpoH  had  boen  broken  bv 
feud  between  Sampla  and  the  Kennadiea,"  uid 
Sub-Prior  haaiily. 

"They  have  accorded  Ihi" ■  ■"■ 

oflhe  -'-■-"'-   ■■-'"  -- 

of  Ci 


c; 


ectiiirch.'aaueuaL"  »id  iha  Abboi;  "the  Eul 

'aaallia  i>  to  have  the  tei  od-slieavei  of  hia  landa, 

Ihe  house  or  Croerftgod,  ind 


and  for  our  Order.     Besides.  \ „.„,  ,„ 

will  and  can  9e).t.  The  EnRliah  are  but  few 
ber.  trusting,  kb  il  would  iieeni,  ibii  ihey  wili  I 
by  Murtoy,  whoac  march  has  b«en  iniemi 
Poller,  with  bia  Cumberland  and  Uejham 

spoil  our  House,  we  will  levy  ou?  vas^i 
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which  ho  haa'been  brogghl  up.    W«  cmB 
im  richly,  and  ind«ad  I  ■Iready  know  lb* 

.: ^ce.    The  Rngliab,  r" ' 

forA,  hoiHng  bars 

. ,  .rhose  refuge  DHng 

they  make  the  pretext  of  ibis  nnheard-of  iDrosld. 
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inui,  riiall  be  ttnmd  MtMV  eootitfi  to  gi<«  hnn  baC- 

^' Id  tbe  blessed  ni 
think  (Du  that  I  std  rstnis  J^Tesuta, 
lader  of  an  host  7" 
"  Nay,"  said  Ibo  Sub-Prior.  "  let  so 
1  wst  lead  our  people— Ibeta  is  Jal 
pprored  soldier.''^ 
''Bui  B  scofler,  s  debauched  pstao 
man  of  Relial."  quoih  ibe  Abbot. 
Still,"  raid  the  monk,  "  ws  must  use  hia  miniatty 
'    ■    "  '     "  brogghl  Hp.    We  cmB 

„ id  I  ■Ireadv  know  lb* 

The  Rnglisb,  It  m  expeclad; 

h,  hoping  bars  to  ■eiis  opoa 

whose  refi^  bang  inkcn  with  aa, 

.  -f  (big  unheard -of  utroad." 

ihe  Abbot;  "^I  nerer  judnd 

•ihloL- 
bahair 
»,  and 
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wait  for  Murrav,  whose  (luipose  bilberwaid  is  but 

roud,  he  will   nol."  said  the  Sub-Priori 

this  Sir  John  Foiter— s  peitikinl  heretic, 

he  will  long  to  destroy  Ihe  church— bom  a  Uorderer. 
he  will  thirel  to  plunder  her  of  hsr  wealih— a  Ik>rila< 
rden,  he  will  bo  eifter  to  ride  in  Scoilsnd.  Thar* 
!  loo  many  causes  to  urRehimon.  11  he  joins  with 
iirsy,  he  will  have  el  best  lint  an  luniliaiy'a  shara 
the  spoil—if  he  comes  hither  before  him,  he  will 
kon  on  the  whole  hsrvest  of  deprcdaiion  u  ha 
n.  Julisn  Avenel  also  has,  Bsl  havebeanl.  soma 
John  Poster;  they  will  fighl,  »h«« 
double  determi nsiion.— Secrialan, 
ifT-Where  ie  the  roll  of  fencihle  met) 
louoBuii  and  icrvice  to  theHalidame7— Semi 
the  Baron  of  Meigalloi  1 1 
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spile  B| 
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and  bi«ttf-*SA/  to  him  tlie  Monastenr  wUi 

compoQnd  with  him  for  the  customs  of  hit  bridge, 
which  have  been  in  controversy,  if  he  will  show  him- 
self a  friend  at  each  a  point.— And  now,  my  lord,  let 
us  compute  our  possible  numbers,  and  those  of  the 
enemy,  that  human  blood  be  not  spilled  in  vain— Let 

ua  therefore  calculate" 

"My  brain  is  dizzied  with  the  emergency,"  said 
the  poor  Abbot—"  I  am  not,  I  think,  more  a  coward 
than  others,  so  far  as  mv  own  person  is  concerned ; 
bat  ipeak  to  me  of  marching  and  collecting  soldiers, 
and  calculating  forces,  and  you  may  as  well  tell  of  it 
to  the  youngest  novice  of  a  nunnery.  But  my  resolu- 
tion is  taken. —Brethren,"  he  said,  rising  up,  and 
coming  forward  with  that  dignity  which  his  comely 
ptfson  enabled  him  to  assume^  '*  near  for  the  last  time 
the  voice  of  your  Abbot  Bonuace.  I  have  done  for 
YOU  the  best  that  I  could;  in  quieter  times  I  had  per- 
haps done  better,  for  it  was  for  quiet  that  I  sought 
the  cloister,  which  has  been  to  me  a  place  of  turmoil, 
as  mnch  as  if  I  had  sate  in  the  receipt  of  custom,  or 
ridden  forth  as  leader  of  an  armed  host.  But  now 
matters  turn  worse  and  worscL  and  I,  as  I  grow  old, 
am  leas  able  to  struggle  with  them.  Also^  it  becomes 
me  not  to  hold  a  place,  whereof  the  duties,  through 
niy  default  or  misfortune,  may  be  but  imperfectly  fill- 
ed by  me.  Wherefore  I  have  resolved  to  demit  this 
mine  high  office,  so  that  the  order  of  these  matters 
may  pr^ntly  devolve  upon  Father  Eustatius  here 
present,  our  well-beloved  Sub-Prior ;  and  I  now  re- 
j«>ice  that  he  hath  not  been  provided  according  to  his 
merits  elsewhere,  seeing  that  I  well  hope  he  will  suc- 
ceed to  the  mitre  and  staflf  which  it  is  my  present 
purpose  to  lay  down." 

''  In  the  name  of  Our  Lady,  do  nothing  hastily, 
my  lord  V*  said  Father  Nicholas — "  I  do  remember 
that  when  the  worthy  Abbot  Ingelram,  being  in  his 
ninetieth  year — for  I  warrant  you  he  could  remember 
when  Bencxiict  the  Thirteenth  was  deposed— and  be- 
ing ill  at  ease  and  bed-rid,  the  brethren  rounded  in  his 
ear  that  he  were  better  resign  his  office.  And  what 
said  he,  being  a  pleasant  man?  marry,  that  while  he 
eould  crook  ms  uttle  finger  he  would  keep  hold  of  the 
crosier  with  it." 

The  Sacristan  also  stronj;ly  remonstrated  against 
the  resolution  of  his  Superior,  and  set  down  the  in- 
sufficiency he  pleaded  to  the  native  modesty  of  his 
disposition.  The  Abbot  listened  in  downcast  silence ; 
even  flatterv  could  not  win  his  ear. 

Father  Eustace  took  a  nobler  tone  with  his  dis- 
eoncerted  and  dejected  Superior.  ''  My  Lord  Abbot," 
he  ^d,  "  if  I  have  been  silent  concerning  the  virtues 
with  which  you  have  governed'  this  house,  do  not 
think  that  I  am  unaware  of  them.  I  know  that  no 
man  ever  brought  to  your  high  office  a  more  sincere 
wish  to  do  well  to  sll  mankind ;  and  if  your  rule  has 
not  been  marked  with  the  bold  lines  which  some- 
times distinguished  your  spiritual  predecessors,  their 
faults  have  equally  been  strangers  to  your  character." 
**  I  did  not  believe,"  said  the  Abbot,  turning  his 
looks  to  Father  Eustace  with  some  surprise,  that 
you^  father,  of  all  men,  would  have  done  me  this 
jusuce." 

*'  In  your  absence."  said  the  Sub-Prior,  "  I  have 
even  done  it  more  fully.  Do  not  lose  the  good  opi- 
nion which  all  men  entertain  of  you,  by  reuouncing 
jour  office  when  your  care  is  most  needed." 

**  But,  my  brother,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  I  leave  a 
more  able  in  my  place." 

"That  you  do  not,"  said  Eustace;  "because it  is 
not  necessary  you  should  resign,  in  order  to  possess 
the  use  of  whatever  experience  or  talent  I  may  bo  ac- 
counted master  of.  I  have  been  long  enou^  in  this 
profession  to  know  that  the  individual  qualities  wh^ph 
any  of  us  may  have,  are  not  his  own,  but  the  oro- 
perty  of  the  Community,  and  only  so  far  useful  when 
they  promote  the  general  advantage.  If  you  care 
not  in  person,  my  lord,  to  deal  with  this  troublesome 
matt^,  let  me  implore  vou  to  go  instantly  to  Edin- 
burgh, and  make  what  friends  you  can  in  our  behalf, 
whue  I  in  your  absence  will,  as  Sub-Prior,  do  my 
duty  in  defence  of  the  Halidome.  If  I  succeed,  may 
the  honour  and  praise  be  yours,  and  if  I  fail,  let. the 
disgrace  and  ahaine  be  mine  own." 


The  Abbot  fimaed  for  A  tpaoe,  and  the^  rapliad.— 
'*  No,  Father  Eustatius,  you  shall  not  conquer  me  of 
your  generosity.  In  times  like  these,  this  house 
must  have  a  stronger  pilotage  than  my  weak  hands 
afford }  and  he  who  steers  tiie  vessel  must  be  chief 
of  the  crew.  Shame  were  it  to  accept  the  praise  of 
other  men's  labours ;  and,  in  my  poor  mind,  all  tba 
praise  which  can  be  bestowed  on  him  who  under- 
takes a  task  so  perilous  and  perplexing,- is  a  meed 
beneath  his  merits.  Misfortune  to  him  would  deprivar 
him  of  an  iota  of  it  1  Assume,  therefore,  your  autho- 
rity to-night,  and  proceed  in  the  preparations  you 
judge  necessary.  Let  the  Chapter  be  summoned 
to-morrow  after  we  have  heard  mass,  and  all  shall 
be  ordered  as  I  have  told  you.  Beneaicite,  my  bre- 
thren !— peace  be  with  you !  May  the  new  Abbot-ex- 
pectant  sleep  as  sound  as  he  who  is  about  to  resign 
his  mitre." 

They  retired,  aflfected .  even  to  tears.    The  good 
Abbot  had  shown  a  point  of  his  character  to  which 
they  were  strangers.    Even  Father  Eustace  had  held 
his  spiritual  Superior  hitherto  as  a  good-humoured, 
indolent,  self-indulgent  man,  whose  chief  merit  was 
the  absence  of  gross  faults;  so  that  this  sacnfioe  of 
power  to  a  sense  of  duty,  even  if  a  little  alloyed  by 
the  meaner  motives  of  fear  and  apprehended  difficul- 
ties, raised  him  considerably  in  the  Sub-Prio^s  esti- 
mation.   He  even  felt  an  aversion  to  profit  by  the 
resi^ation  of  the  Abbot  Bonifacej  and  m  a  manner 
to  rise  on  his  ruins;  but  this  sentiment  did  not  long 
contend  with  those  which  led  him  to  redoUect  hi/^her 
considerations.    It  could  not  be  denied  that  Boniface 
was  entirely  unfit  for  his  situation  in  the  present  crisis; 
and  the  Suo-Prior  felt  that  he  himself,  acting  merely 
as  a  delegatCj  could  not  well  take  the  decisive  measurea 
which  the  time  required ;  the  weal  of  the  Commu- 
nity therefore  demanded  his  elevation.    If,  besides, 
there  crept  in  a  feeling  of  an  high  dignity  obtained, 
and  the  native  exultation  of  a  haughty  spirit  called 
to  contend  with  the  imminent  dangers  attached  to  a 
post  of  such  distinction,  these  sentiments  were  so 
cunningly  blended  and  amalgamated  with  others  of 
a  more  disinterested  nature,  that,  as  the  Sub-Prior 
himself^ was  unconscious  of  their  agency,  we,  who 
have  a  regard  for  him,  are  not  solicitous  to  detect  it. 
The  Abbot  elect  carried  himself  with  more  dignity 
than  formerly,  when  giving  such  directions  as  tfa» 
pressing  circumstances  of  the  times  required;  and 
those  who  approached  him  could  perceive  an  unusual 
kindling  of  his  falcon  eye,  and  an  unusual  flush 
upon  his  pale  and  faded  cheek.    With  briefness  and 
precision  he  wrote  and  dictated  various  letters  to  dif- 
ferent barons,  acquainting  them  with  the  meditated 
invasion  of  the  Halidome  by  the  Eaiglish^  and  con- 
juring them  to  lend  aid  and  assistance  as  in  a  com- 
mon cause.    The  temptation  of  advantage  was  held 
out  to  those  whom  he  judged  less  sensible  of  the 
cause  of  honour,  and  all  were  urged  by  the  motives  of 
patriotism  and  ancient  animosity  to  the  English. 
The  time  had  been  when  no  such  exhortations  would 
have  been  necessary.    But  so  essential  was  Eliza- 
beth's aid  to  the  reformed  party  in  Scotland,  and  so 
strong  was  that  party  almost  every  where,  that  there 
was  reason  to  believe  a  great  many  would  observe 
neutrality  on  the  present  occasion,  even  if  they  did 
not  go  the  length  of  uniting  with  the  English  against 
the  Catholics. 

When  Father  Eustace  considered  the  number  of  the 
immediate  vassals  of  the  Church  whose  aid  he  might 
legally  command,  hisneart  sunk  at  the  thoughts  of 
ranking  them  under  the  banner  of  the  fierce  and 
profligate  Julian  Avenel. 

"  Were  the  young  enthusiast  Halbert  Glendinning 
to  be  found,"  thought  Father  Eustace  in  his  anxiety, 
"  I  would  have  risked  the  battle  under  his  leading, 
young  as  he  isu  and  with  better  hope  of  God's  bless- 
ing. But  the  bailifi'  is  now  too  infirm,  nor  know  I  a 
chief  of  name  whom  I  might  trust  in  this  important 
matter  better  than  this  Avenel."— He  touched  the  bell 
which  stood  on  the  table,  and  commanded  Christie  of 
the  Clinthill  to  be  brought  before  him.— "Thou  owest 
me  a  life,"  said  he  to  that  person  on  his  entrance, 
"  and  I  may  do  thee  another  good  turn  if  thou  be'st 
sincere  with  me." 


TRB  M0NA9TBBT. 
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OhiMe  bad  diMdr  draiaaci  t«Po  •tandnic  cups  of 
wine,  wliicfa  wonUL  on  another  occasion,  have  added 
to  the  inaolence  or  his  familiarity.  Bat  at  present 
there  was  something  in  the  ao^mented  dignity  of 
manner  of  Father  Eustace,  which  imposed  a  restraint 
on  him.  Vet  his  answers  partook  of  his  usual  cha- 
racter of  undaunted  assurance.  He  professed  him- 
self willing  to  return  a  true  answer  to  all  inquiries. 

"  Has  ths  Baron  (so  styled)  of  Avenel  any  friend- 
ship with  Sir  John  Foster,  Warden  of  the  West 
Marches  of  England  T ' 

**  Soch  friendship  as  is  between  the  wild-cat  and 
the  terrier,"  replied  the  rider. 

**  Will  he  do  battle  with  him  shoold  they  meetT* 

**  As  surely,"  answered  Christie,  "  as  ever  cock 
Cn^t  on  Shrovetide  even." 

'VAnd  would  he  fight  with  Foster  in  the  Church's 
quarrel  V* 

"  On  anjr  qearrd,  or  upon  no  quarrel  whatever," 
replied  the  jackman. 

^  We  win  then  write  to  him,  letting  him  know, 
that*if  upon  occasion  of  an  Apprehended  incursion  bv 
Sir  John  Foster  he  will  agree  to  join  his  force  with 
oars,  be  shall  leid  our  men.  and  be  gratified  for  doing 
•0  to  t^e  extent  of  his  wish.— Yet  one  word  more— 
Tboa  didst  say  thou  couldst  find  out  where  the  Eng- 
lish knight  Piercie  Shafton  has  this  day  fled  toT* 

**  That  I  can,  and  bring  him  bacK  too,  by  fair 
means  or  force,  as  best  likes  your  reverence." 

**  No  force  must  be  used  upon  him.  Within  what 
time  wilt  thob  find  him  out  f ' 

"  Within  thirty  hours,  so  he  have  not  crossed  the 
Lothian  firth— If  it  is  to  do  you  a  pleasure,  I  will  set 
off  directly,  and  wind  him  as  a  sleuth-dog  tracks  the 
moss-trooper,"  answered  Christie. 

'*  Bring  him  hither  then,  and  thou  wilt  deserve 
good  at  our  hands,  which  I  may  so<)n  have  free  means 
of  bestowing  on  thee." 

"  Thanks  to  your  reverence,  I  put  mvself  in  your 
reverence's  hands.  We  of  the  spear  and  snaffle  walk 
something  recklessly  through  lire ;  but  if  a  man  were 
worse  than  he  is,  vour  reverence  knows  he  must  live, 
and  that's  not  to  be  done  without  shifting,  I  trow." 

"Peace,  shr,  and  begone  on  thine  erranti— thou 
shalt  have  a  letter  from  us  to  Sir  Piercie." 

Christie  made  two  steps  towards  the  door;  then 
turning  back  and  hesitating,  like  one  who  would 
make  an  impertinent  pleasantry  if  he  dared,  he  asked 
what  he  was  to  do  with  the  weimh  Mysie  Happer, 
whom  the  Southron  knight  had  carried  off  with  nim. 

"  Am  I  to  bring  her  hither,  please  your  r^erence?" 

**  Hither,  you  malapert  knave  T'  said  the  church- 
man ;  **  remember  you  to  whom  you  speak  T' 

**  No  ofience  meant,"  replied  Christie ;  "  but  if  such 
is  not  your  will,  I  could  carry  her  to  Avenel  Castle, 
where  a  well-favoured  wench  was  never  unwelcome.' 

'*  Bring  the  unfortunate  ciri  to  her  father's,  and 
break  no  scurril  jests  heiV'  said  the  Sub-Prior— 
*'  See  that  thou  guide  her  in  all  safety  and  honour." 

"  In  safety,  surely,"  said  the  rider,  "  and  in  such 
honour  as  her  outbreak  has  left  her.— I  bid  your  reve- 
rsBce  farewell,  I  moat  be  on  horse  before  cock-crow." 

"  What,  in  the  dark  I— how  knowest  thou  which 
wavtogo?" 

I  tracked  the  knight's  horse- tread  as  far  as  near 
to  the  ford,  as  we  rode  along  together,"  said  Christie, 
"and  I  observed  the  track  turn  to  the  northward. 
He  is  for  Edinburgh.  I  will  warrant  you— so  soon  as 
daylight  comes  I  will  be  on  the  road  again.  It  is  a 
kenspeckle  hoof-mark,  for  the  shoe  was  made  by  old 
Bckie  of  Caimobie— I  w6uld  swear  to  the  curve  of 
the  cawker."    So  saying  he  departed. 

'*  Hateful  necessity^"  said  Father  Eustace,  looking 
•Qer  him,  "  that  obliges  us  to  use  such  implements 
as  these !  But,  assailed  as  we  are  on  all  sides,  and 
by  all  conditions  of  men,  what  alternative  is  left  us  1 
^But  now  let  me  to  my  most  needful  task." 

The  Abbot  elect  accordingly  sate  down  to  write 
mtsrs,  arrange  orders^  snd  take  upon  him  the  whole 
ofaarge  of  an  institution  which  tottered  to  its  fall, 
with  the  same  spirit  of  proud  and  devoted  fortitude 
wherewith  the  commander  of  a  fortress,  reduced 
Dsarly  to  the  last  extremitv,  calculates  what  means 
remain  to  him  to  protract  the  fatal  hour  of  successAil 


stovni*    Is  tM  mfltuwMM  Abbot  ^ 

given  a  few  aatiiral  sighs  to  the  downlall  of  ths  pr»- 
emineooe  he  had  so  longeajoyed  aiaongst  faisbredin 
fell  fast  asleep,  leaving  the  whds  earsi  aiid  toils 
ofl&ce  to  his  assistant  and  successor. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

And  wiwn  he  caiiM  to  bfoKfln  Driest, 

Re  tlack'd  fak  bow  tnd  twm  ; 
And  when  he  came  to  fraas  gnwinf , 

Set  down  hi*  leei  am  nn.— (Ml  Marriott 

Wb  retom  to  Halbert  Glendinnins,  who,  as  oar 
readers  may  remember,  took  the  higf-toad  to  E£»- 
burgb.  His  intercomve  with  the  preacher  Henry 
Warden,  from  whom  he  received  a  letter  at  the  mo- 
ment of  his  deliverance,  had  been  so  brief,  that  bs 
had  not  even  learned  the  name  of  the  nobleman  to 
whose  cere  be  was  recommended.  Something  hks 
a  name  had  been  spoken  indeed,  but  be  had  only 
comprehended  that  he  was  to  meet  the  chidf  advan- 
cing towards  the  south,  at  the  head  of  a  party  of 
horse.  When  dajr  dawjied  on  his  journey,  he  was  m 
the  ssme  uncertainty.  A  better  scholar  would  have 
been  informed  by  the  address  of  the  letter,  but  Hal- 
bert hsd  not  so  far  profited  by  Father  Enstaoe^s  les- 
sons as  to  be  able  to  decipher  it.  His  mother-wit 
taught  him  that  he  must  not,  in  snch  uncertain  tiroeiL 
be  too  hasty  in  asking  information  of  any  one :  ana 
when,  after  a  long  day's  journey,  night  surprised  him 
near  a  little  village,  he  began  to  be  dubious  and  anzr 
ious  concerning  the  issue  of  his  journey. 

In  a  poor  country^  hoqntahty  is  generally  ezotrised 
freely,  and  Halbert,  when  he  requested  a  night's  quar- 
ters, did  nothing  either  degrading  or  extraordinary. 
The  old  woman,  to  whom  he  made  this  request, 
granted  it  the  more  readily,  that  she  thought  she  saw 
some  resemblance  between  Halbert  and  her  bob 
Saunders,  who  had  been  killed  in  one  of  the  fravs  so 
common  in  the  time.  It  is  true,  Saunders  was  a  snort, 
square-made  fellow,  with  red  hair  and  a  freckled  facc^ 
and  somewhat  bandy-legi^ed,  whereas  the  straoger 
was  of  a  brown  complexion,  tall,  and  remarkably 
well  made.  Nevertheless,  the  widow  was  dear  that 
there  existed  a  general  resembliTnce  betwixt  her  guest 
and  SttundereL  and  kindly  prMsed  him  to  ihare  of 
her  evening  cheer.  A  pedler,  a  roan  of  about  forty 
years  old,  was  also  her  Ruest,  who  talked  with  great 
feeling  of  the  misery  of  pursuing  such  a  profeoaon 
as  his  in  the  time  of  war  and  tumult. 

**We  think  much  of  knights  and  soldiers,"  said 
he;  **but  the  peddecrcoffe  who  travels  the  land  baa 
need  of  more  courage  than  them  alL  I  am  sure  be 
maun  face  mair  risk,  God  help  him.  Here  have  I 
come  this  leng^th,  trusting  the  godly  Earl  of  Murray 
would  be  on  his  march  to  the  Borders,  for  he  was  to 
have  guestened  with  the  Baron  of  Avenel;  and  in- 
stead of  that  comes  news  that  he  has  gone  westland- 
ways  about  some  tuilzie  in  Ayrshire.  And  what  to 
do  1  wot  not;  for  if  I  go  to  the  south  without  a  safe- 
guard, the  next  bonny  rider  I  meet  might  ease  me  of 
sack  and  pack,  and  maybe  of  my  life  to  boot :  and 
then,  if  I  try  to  strike  across  the  moors,  I  may  be  as 
ill  on  before  I  can  join  myself  to  thst  good  Lord's 
company." 

No  one  was  quicker  at  catching  a  hint  than  Hal- 
bert Glendinning.  He  said  he  himself  had  a  desire 
to  go  westward.  The  pedler  looked  at  him  with  a 
very  doubtful  air,  when  the  old  dame,  who  perhaps 
thought  her  young  gueet  resembled  the  tmiqnbile 
Saunders,  not  only  m  his  looks,  hot  in  a  certain 
pretty  turn  to  slight-of-hand.  which  the  defunct  wa# 
supposed  to  have  possessed,  tipped  him  the  wink, 
and  assured  the  pedler  he  need  nsve  no  doubt  that 
her  young  cousin  was  a  true  man. 

**  Cousin  I"  aaid  the  pedler,  *'I  thought  yoa  said 
this  youth  had  been  a  stranger." 

"  III  hearing  makes  ill  rehearsing,"  said  the  land- 
lady; "he  is  a  stranger  to  me  by  eye-sight,  but  that 
does  not  mske  him  a  stranger  to  me  by  olood,  mors 
especially  seeing  hii  likeness  to  my  son  Ssnndecsb 
poor  bairn." 

The  pedler's  scruples  and  jealousies  being  thus  re- 
moved, or  at  least  sUtnced,  toe  travellers  agreed  that 
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tbejr  would  pfooeed  ra  eompanf  togBtiwr  the  next 
morning  by  daybreak,  the  pedler  acting  as  a  guide 
to  Olendinning,  and  the  youth  as  a  guard  to  the  ped- 
ler, on  til  they  should  fall  in  with  Murray's  detach^ 
ment  of  horse.  It  would  sppear  that  the  landlady 
never  doubted  what  was  to  be  the  event  of  this  com- 
pact, for,  taking  Olendinning  aside,  she  charged  him 
to  be  moderate  with  the  puir  body,  but  at  all  events, 
DO  to  forget  to  take  a  piece  of  black  say,  to  make  the 
auld  wile  a  new  rokelay."  Halbert  laughed  and  took 
his  leave. 

It  did  not  a  little  appal  the  pedler,  when,  in  the 
nidst  of  a  black  heatn^  the  young  man  told  him  the 
nature  of  tlia  commission  with  which  their  hostess 
had  charged  him.  He  took  heart,  however,  upon 
seeing  the  open,  frank,  and  friendly  demeanour  of 
the  jrouth.  and  vented  his  exclamations  on  the  un- 
irateful  old  traitress.  "  I  gave  her."  he  said,  "  ves- 
ter-e'en,  nae  larthev  gane,  a  yard  or  that  very  black 
Btjr,  to  make  her  a  oonvre-cnef :  but  I  see  it  is  ill 
done  to  teach  the  cat  the  way  to  the  kirn." 

Thus  set  at  ease  on  the  intentions  of  his  companion, 
(for  in  those  happy  days  the  worst  was  always  to  be  ex- 
pected from  a  stranger,)  the  pedler  acted  as  Halbert's 
fpiideover  moss  andf  moor,  over  hill  and  many  a  dale, 
in  such  a  direction  as  might  best  lesd  them  towards 
the  route  of  Man-ay's  party.  At  length  they  arrived 
wm  the  aide  of  an  eminence,  which  commanded  a 
distant  prospect  over  a  tract  of  savage  and  desolate 
moorland,  marshy  and  waste— an  alternate  change 
of  shingly  hill  and  level  morass,  only  varied  by  bluo 
stagnant  pools  of  water.  A  road  scarcely  marked 
vinded  like  a  serpent  through  thia  wilderness,  and 
the  pedler,  pointing  to  it,  said--"  The  road  from  Edin- 
bnrghto  Glasgow.  Here  we  must  wait,  and  if  Mur- 
ray and  his  train  be  not  already  passed  by,  we  shall 
toon  see  trace  of  than,  unless  some  new  purpose 
shall  have  altowl  their  resolution ;  for  in  these  blessed 
days  no  man,  were  he  the  nearest  the  throne,  as  the 
Etri  of  Murray  may  be,  knows  when  he  lays  his 
head  on  bis  pillow  at  night,  where  it  is  to  lie  upon  the 
fblbwing  even." 

Tbey  paused  accordingly,  and  sat  down,  the  pedler 
cautiously  using  for  a  seat  the  box  which  contained 
hb  treasnres,  and  not  concealing  from  his  companion 
that  be  wore  under  his  cloak  a  pistolet  hanging  at 
his  belt  in  case  of  need.  He  was  courteous,  however, 
tod  oflered  Halbert  a  share  of  the  provisions  which 
he  carried  about  him  for  refreshment.  They  were  of 
the  coarsest  kind— ost-bread  baked  into  cakes,  oat- 
meal slaked  with  cold  water,  an  onion  or  two,  and 
a  morsel  of  smoked  ham,  completed  the  feasL  But 
Mch  as  it  was,  no  Scotsman  of  the  time,  had  his 
rank  been  much  higher  than  that  of  Glendinning, 
woald  have  refosed  to  share  in  it,  especiallv  as  the 
Pedler  produced,  with  a  mysterious  air.  a  tup  s  horn, 
which  he  earned  slung  from  his  snonklers,  and 
vhiefa.  when  its  contents  were  examined,  produced 
to  each  party  a  damshell-ftdl  of  excellent  usque- 
bangh— a  liquor  strange  to  Halbert,  for  the  strong 
waters  known  in  the  south  of  ScoUand  came  from 
France,  and  in  fact  such  were  but  rarely  used.  The 
pedler  recommended  it  a*  excellent,  said  he  had  pro- 
pmd  it  in  his  last  visit  to  the  braes  of  Doune,  where 
be  bad  securely  traded  under  the  safe-conduct  of  the 
Laird  of  Buchanan.  He  also  set  an  example  to  Hal- 
bert, by  devoutly  emptying  the  cup  "  to  the  spaady 
downWl  of  Anti-Chnst."  ^^ 

Their  conviviality  was  scarce  ended,  ere  a  rising 
dost  waa  seen  on  the  road  of  which  they  commanded 
the  prospect,  and  a  half  a  score  of  horsemen  were 
dimly  descried  advancing  at  considerable  speed,  their 
casques  glancing,  and  the  points  of  their  spears 
twinkUng,  as  they  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  sun. 

*  These,"  said  the  pedler,  "  must  be  the  outscour- 
en  of  Murray'a  party }  let  us  lie  down  in  the  peat- 
hag,  and  keep  ourselves  out  of  sight." 

"^  And  why  so  7"  said  Halbert ;  **  let  us  rather  go 
down  and  make  a  signal  to  them." 

.God  forbid !"  replied  the  pedler ;  *'  do  jrou  kon 
BO  ill  the  customs  of  our  Scottish  nation  7  That 
plump  of  spaara  that  are  spurring  on  so  fast  are 
amibtloss  oommanded  hf  some  wild  kinsman  of 
liortoa,  or  aome  such  daring  iieiur-nothiiig  at  oeithsr 


regards  God  nor  naa.  It  ia  their  hmiatm,H  tkisr 
meet  with  any  eneqiiefl,  to  pick  quarrels  and  dear  thia 
way  of  them  i  and  the  chief  knows  nothing  of  what 
happens,  coming  op  with  his  more  discreet  and  mo* 
derate  frienda,  it  may  be  a  full  mile  in  the  rear. 
Were  we  to  go  near  these  lads  of  the  laird'a  b^  your 
letter  would  do  you  liule  good,  and  my  pack  woold 
do  me  muckle  black  ill;  tney  would  tirl  every  ate^ 
of  daithea  from  our  backa,  ning  us  into  %  moss-hag 
with  a  stone  at  our  heela,  naked  as  the  hour  that 
brought  us  into  this  cumbered  and  sinful  world,  ana 
neither  Murray  nor  any  other  man  ever  the  wiaer. 
But  if  he  did  come  to  ken  of  it,  what  might  he  help 
it  7— it  would  be  accounted  a  mere  mistake,  and  thera 
were  all  the  moan  mada  O  credit  me,  youth,  that 
when  men  draw  cold  steel  on  each  other  In  their 
native  country,  they  neither  ckn  nor  may  dwell  deeply 
on  the  ofSsncea  of  those  whose  swords  are  o^nlto 
them." 

They  suffered,  therefore,  the  vanguard,  as  it  might 
be  termed,  of  the  Earl  of  Murray'a  boat  to  pass  for- 
ward ;  and  it  was  not  long  until  a  denaer  cload  of 
dust  b^an  to  arise  to  the  northward. 

*'  Now,"  said  the  pedler,  "  let  us  hurry  down  the 
hill ;  for  to  tell  the  truth,", ssid  he,  dragging  Halbert 
along  earnestly,  "  a  Scottish  noble's  msrch  is  like  a 
serpent— the  head  is  furnished  with  fangs,  and  the  tail 
hath  its  sting ;  the  only  harmleaa  point  of  acceaa  is 
the  main  body." 

"  I  will  hasten  as  fast  as  you,"  said  the  youth  f 
"  but  tell  me  why  the  rearward  of  such  an  army 
should  be  aa  dangerous  as  the  van  7" 

**  Because,  as  the  vanguard  consists  of  their  picked 
wild  desperates,  resolute  for  mischief,  such  as  neither 
fear  God  nor  regard  their  fellow- creaturea,  but  under* 
stand  themselves  bound  to  hurry  from  the  road  what- 
ever is  di^leasing  to  themselves,  so  the  rear-guard 
consists  of  misproud  serving-men,  who,  being  in 
charge  of  the  baggage,  take  care  to  amend  by  ttieir 
exactions  upon  travelling-merchants  and  others,  their 
own  thefts  on  their  maater'a  property.  You  will  hear 
the  advanced  e^fans  pcrdus^  aa  the  French  call  them, 
and  so  they  are  indeed,  namely,  children  of  the  fall, 
sin^ng  unclean  and  fulsome  ballads  of  sin  and  bar- 
lotrie.  And  then  will  come  on  the  middle-ward, 
when  vou  will  hear  the  canticles  and  psalms  sung  by 
the  reforming  noblea,  and  the  gentry,  and  honeat  and 

I>iou8  clergy,  by  whom  they  sre  accompanied.  And 
ast  of  all,  you  will  find  in  the  rear  a  l^nd  of  god- 
lees  lackeys,  and  palfreniers^  and  horse-boys,  talking 
of  nothing  btit  dicing,  drinking,  and  drabbing." 

As  the  pedler  spoke,  they  had  reached  the,  side  oC 
the  high-road,  and  Murray'a  main  body  was  in  sight, 
consisting  of  about  three  hundred  horse,  raarchinc 
with  great  regularity,  and  in  a  closely  compactra 
body.  Some  of  the  troopers  wore  the  liveries  of  their 
masters,  but  this  was  not  common.  -  Most  of  them 
were  dressed  in  such  colours  as  chance  dictated. 
But  the  majority,  being  clad  in  blue  cloth,  and  ths 
whole  armed  with  cuirass  and  backplate,  with  aleeves 
of  mail,  gauntlets,  and  poldroons,  and  either  mailed 
hose  or  strong  jack-boots,  they  had  someching  of 
a  uniform  appearance.  Many  of  the. leaders  wero 
clad  in  complete  armour,  and  all  in  a  certain  half* 
military  dress,  which  no  man  of  quality  in  thoae  dis- 
turbed times  ever  felt  himself  sufficiently  safe  to 
abandon. 

The  foremost  of  this  party  immediately  rode  np  to 
the  pedlar  and  to  Halbert  Glendinning,  and  demanded 
of  them  who  they  w«e.  The  pedler  toM  his  story, 
the  young  Glendinning  exhibited  his  letter,  which  a 
gentleman  carried  to  xtfnrray.  In  an  instant  after, 
the  word  "  Halt !"  was  given  through  the  squadron, 
and  at  once  the  onward  heavy  tramp,  which  seeniod 
the  most  distinctive  attributeof  the  body,  ceased,  and 
was  hear  no  more.  The  command  was  announced 
that  the  troop  should  halt  here  for  an  hour  to  refresh 
themselves  and  their  horso5t.  The  pedlar  waa  as- 
sured of  safe  protection,  and  accommodated  with  ths 
use  of  a  baggage  horse.  But  at  the  same  time  hs 
was  orderedinto  the  rear;  a  command  which  he  re- 
luctantly obeyed,  and  not  without  wringing  patbeti* 
cally  the  hand  or  Halbert  as  he  separated  from  him. 

Tlie  young  heir  of  iUendearg  was  in.  the 
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while  coDdttCtsd  to  a  plot  of  sroaml  more  raised,  and 
therefore  drier  than  the  rest  of  the  moor.  Here  a  car- 
pet was  flung  on  the  ground  by  way  of  table-cloth,  and 
around  it  sat  the  leadere  of  the  partv,  partaking  of 
an  entertainment  as  coarse,  with  relation  to  their 
rank,  as  that  which  Glendinnmg  had  so  lately  shared. 
Murray  himself  rose  as  he  came  forward,  and  ad- 
Tanced  a  step  to  meet  him. 

This  celebrated  person  had  in  his  appearance,  as 
yrell  aa  in  his  mind,  much  of  the  admirable  quahues 
of  James  V.,  his  father.  Had  not  the  stain  of  ill^- 
timacy  rested  upon  his  birth,  he  would  have  filled 
the  Scottish  throne  with  as  much  honour  as  any  of 
the  Stewart  race.  But  History,  while  she  acknow- 
ledges his  high  talents,  and  much  that  was  princely, 
nay,  royal,  in  his  conduct,  cannot  forget  that  ambi- 
tion led  him  farther  than  honour  or  loyalty  warranted. 
Breve 'amon{?8t  the  bravest,  fair  in  presence  and  in 
favour,  skilful  to  manage  the  most  intricate  anairs, 
to  attach  to  himself  those  who  were  doubtful,  to  stun 
and  ova-whelm,  by  the  suddenness  and  intrepidity  of 
his  enterprises,  those  who  were  resolute  in  resistance, 
he  attained,  and  as  to  personal  merit  certainly  de- 
served, the  highest  place  in  the  kingdom.  But  he 
abused,  under  the  influence  of  strong  temptation,  the 
opportunities  which  his  sister  Mary's  misfortunes 
and  imprudence  threw  in  his  way;  be  supplanted  his 
aov^ei^n  and  benefactress  in  her  power,  and  his  his- 
tory aflords  us  one  of  those  mixed  characters,  in  which 
principle  was  so  often  sacrificed  to  policy,  that  we 
most  condemn  the  statesman  while  we  pity  and  re- 

Set  the  individual.  Many  events  in  his  life  gave 
Lelihood  to  the  charge  that  he  himself  aimed  at  the 
crown;  and  it  is  too  true,  that  he  countenanced  the 
fatal  exp^ient  of  establishing  an  English,  that  is 
a  foreign  and  a  hostile  interest,  in  the  councils  of 
Scotland.  But  his  death  may  bo  received  as  an  atone- 
ment for  his  ofTences,  and  may  serve  to  show  how 
much  more  safe  is  the  person  of  a  real  patriot,  than 
that  of  a  mere  head  of  a  faction,  who  is  accounted 
answerable  for  the  offences  of  his  meanest  attendants. 

When  Murray  approached^  the  youn«  rustic  was 
naturally  abashed  at  the  dignity  of  his  presence. 
The  commanding  form,  ana  the  countenance  to 
which  high  and  important  thoughta  were  familiar, 
the  features  which  bore  the  resemblance  of  Scotland's 
long  line  of  kings,  were  well  calculated  to  impress 
awe  and  reverence.  His  dress  had  little  to  distinguish 
him  from  the  high-bom  nobles  and  barons  by  whom 
he  was  attended.  A  buff-coat,  richlv  embroidered 
with  silken  lace,  supplied  the  place  of  armour ;  and 
a  massive  gold  chain,  with  its  medal,  hung  round 
his  neck.  His  black  velvet  bonnet  was  decorated 
with  a  strinff  of  large  and  fair  pearls,  and  with  a 
small  tufted  feather:  a  long  heavy  sword  wascirt  to 
his  side,  as  the  familiar  companion  of  his  hand.  He 
wore  gilded  spun  on  his  boots,  and  these  completed 
his  equipment. 

**  This  letter,"  he  said,  "  is  from  the  godly  preacher 
of  the  word,  Henry  Warden,  voung  man  f  is  it  not 
■o?"  Halbert  answered  in  the  affirmative.  /*And 
be  writes  to  ua,  it  would  seem,  in  some  strait,  and 
rafere  us  to  yop,  for  the  circumstances.  Let  us  know, 
I  pray  you,  now  thiols  stand  with  him," 

In  some  perturbation  Halbert  Glendinning  gave 
•n  account  of  the  circumstances  which  had  accom- 
panied the  preacher's  imprisonment.  When  be  came 
to  the  discussion  of  the  handfasting  engagement, 
he  was  struck  with  the  ominous  and  displeased  ex- 
pression of  Murray's  brows,  and,  contrary  to  all  pru- 
dential and  politic  rule,  seeing  somethinja;  was  wrong, 
yet  not  well  aware  what  that  something  was,  had 
almoet  stopt  short  in  his  narrative. 

"  What  ails  the  fool?"  said  the  Earl,  drawing  his 
dark-red  eyebrows  together,  while  the  same  dusky 
glow  kindled  on  his  brow— "Hast  thou  not  learned 
to  tell  a  true  tale  without  stammering  1" 

"  So  please  you."  answered  Halbert,  with  consi- 
derable address,  **  I  have  never  before  spoken  in  such 
•  presence." 

^*  He  seems  a  modest  youth,"  said  Murray,  turning 
to  his  next  attendant,  "  and  yet  one  who  in  a  good 
cause  will  neitberlear  friend  nor  foe.  Speak  oi  i,  fhend, 
•od«peak(reely." 


Halbert  then  gave  an  account  of  the  quarvd  be- 
twixt Julian  Avenel  and  the  preacher,  which  tb« 
E^,  biting  his  lip  the  while,  compelled  himself  to 
listen  to  as  a  thing  of  indifference.  At  first  he  ap- 
peared even  to  take  the  part  of  the  Baron. 

"  Henry  Warden,"  he  said,  "  is  too  hot  in  bia  seal 
The  law  Both  of  Ood  and  man  maketh  allowance  for 
certain  alliances,  though  not  strictly  forma),  and  the 
issue  of  such  may  sucked." 

This  ^neral  declaration  he  expressed,  accompeoy- 
ins  it  with  a  glance  around  upon  the  few  foliowers 
who  were  present  at  this  interview.  The  most  of 
them  answered— "  there  is  no  contravening  tb«t;*' 
but  one  or  two  looked  on  the  ground,  and  were  silent. 
Murray  then  turned  again  to  Glendinning,  command- 
ing him  to  say  what  next  chanced,  ana  not  to  omit 
any  particular.  When  he  mentioned  the  manner  in 
which  Julian  had  cast  from  him  his  concubine,  Mur- 
ray drew  a  deep  breath,  set  his  teeth  hard,  and  laid 
his  hand  on  the  hilt  of  his  dagger.  Casting  his  eyes 
once  more  around  the  circle,  which  waa  now  auug- 
men  ted  by  one  or  two  of  the  jrcfcMmed  iN«»chers,  be 
seemed  to  devour  his  rage  in  silence,  and  again  com- 
manded Halbert  to  proceed.  When  he  came  to  de- 
scribe how  Warden  had  been  dran^  -to  a  dungeon, 
the  Earl  seemed  to  have  found  the  point  at  which  he 
might  give  vent  to  his  own  resentment,  secore  of  the 
sympathy  and  approbation  of  all  who  were  preeent. 
*'  Judge  you,"  he  said,  looking  to  those  aroond  him, 
"judge  you^  my  peers,  and  noble  gentlemen  of  Soot- 
land,  betwixt  me  and  thia  Julian  Avenel — be  hath 
broken  his  own  word,  and  hath  violated  my 


conduct— and  judge  you  also,  my  reverend  brethren, 
he  hath  put  his  hand  forth  upon  a  preacher  of  the 
gospel,  and  perchance  may  sell  his  blood  to  the  wor- 
shippere  of  Anti-Christ  !'* 

Let  him  die  the  death  of  a  traitor,**- said  the  secu- 
lar chiefs,  "  and  let  his  tongue  be  struck  throofirfa  with 
the  hangman's  fiery  iron,  to  aven^  bis  perjury; !" 

"  Let  him  go  down  to  his  place  with  Baal's  priests^*' 
said  the  preachera,  "  and  be  his  ashes  cast  mto  To- 
phet !" 

Murray  heard  thehi  with  the  smile  of  expected 
revenge ;  yet  it  is  prohoble  that  the  brutal  treatment 
of  the  female,  whose  circumstances  somewhat  resem- 
bled those  of  the  Earl's  own  mother,  had  its  share  in 
the  grim  smile  which  curled  his  sun-burnt  cheek  and 
his  naughty  lip.  To  Halbert  Glendinning,  when  bis 
narrative  was  finished,  he  spoke  with  great  kindness. 

"  He  is  a  bold  and  gallant  youth,"  said  he  to  thoas 
around,  "  and  formed  of  the  stuff  which  beconnes  a 
bustling  time.  There  are  periods  when  men's  spirits 
ahine  bravely  through  them.  I  will  know  aometbiag 
more  of  him." 

He  questioned  him  more  particularly  oonceming 
the  Baron  of  Avenel's  probable  fore^^— the  strength 
of  his  castle— the  dispositions  of  his  next  heir,  and 
this  brought  necessanlv  forward  the  sad  history  of 
his  brother's  daughter,  Mary  Avenel,  which  waa  told 
with  an  embarrassment  that  did  not  escape  Murrey. 

"  Ha !  Julian  Avenel,"  he  aaid,  "  and  do  yon  pro* 
voke  my  resentment,  when  you  have  ao  much  more 
reason  to  deprecate  my  justice  1  - 1  knew  Walter  Ave- 
nel, a  true  Scotsman  and  a  good  soldier.  Our  sister, 
the  Queen,  must  right  his  daushter ;  and  were  her 
land  restored,  she  would  be  a  fitting  bride  to  aoms 
br^e  man  who  mav  better  merit  our  favour  than  the 
traitor  Julian."— Then  looking  at  Halbert,  be  said, 
"  Art  thou  of  gentle  blood,  yoimg  man  7" 

Halbert  witti  a  faltering  and  uncertain  voioei  began 
to  speak  of  his  distant  pretensions  to  claim  a  descent 
from  the  ancient  Glendonwynea  of  Galloway,  when 
Murray  interrupted  him  with  a  amile. 

"Nay— nay— leave  pedigrees  to  bards  and  heralds. 
In  our  daya,  each  man  is  the  son  of  his  own  deeds. 
The  $|[lonous  light  of  reformation  hath  shone  aliks 
on  prince  and  peasant:   and  peasant  as  well  aa 

Frince  may  be  illustrated  by  fighting  in  its  defenea. 
t  is  a  stirring  world,  where  all  may  advance  them- 
selves who  have  stout  hearts  and  strong  arma.  Tdl 
me  frankly  why  thou  bast  left  thy  fathers  house. 

Halbert  Glendinning  made  a  firank  confession  of 
his  duel  with  Piercie  Shafton,  and  mentioiied  his 
supposed  death. 
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"By  my  hwid,"  said  Mttmib  **tlMa  art  a  bol^ 
ipanow-liawk,  to  match  thae  ao  early  with  auch  a 
lute  as  Piercia  Shafton.  <liieen  Eliaabath  woiUd  give 
her  glove  filled  with  gold  crowna  to  know  that  ned- 
dling  coxcomb  to  be  under  the  sod.— Wocdd  she  not, 
Moitanr'  * 

Ay,  by  my  word,  and  eateem  her  glove  a  better 


gifi 


if t  than 


the  crowna,"  replied  Morton,  ^  which  few 


Border  lads  like  thia  fellow  will  eateem  joat  valua- 

tiOD." 

**  But  what  ahaU  we  do  with  this  young  homicide  1" 
said  Murray ;  "  what  will  our  preachers  say  1" 

"  Tell  them  of  Moaes  and  of  Benaiah,"  said  Mor- 
ton ;  "it^  but  the  smiting  of  an  Egyptian  when  all 
is  said  out" 

**Let  it  be  so,"  said  Murray,  laughing;  "but  we 
will  burr  the  tale,  as  the  prophet  did^ihe  body,  in  the 
sand.  I  will  take  care  of  this  swankie.— Be  near  to 
us,  Glendinning,  since  that  is  thy  name.  We  retain 
thee  as  a  aquire  uf  our  household.  The  master  of  our 
horae  will  see  thee  fully  equipped  and  armed." 

During  the  expedition  which  he  was  now  engaged 
in.  Murray  found  several  opportunities  of  putting 
Giiendinning^s  courage  and  presence  of  mind  to  the 
test,  and  he  began  to  rise  so  rapidlv  in  his  esteem, 
that  those  who  Knew  the  Earl  considered  the  youth's 
ibrtune  as  certain.  One  step  only  was  wanting  to 
raise  him  to  a  still  hijgher  degree  of  confidence  and 
fsToor— it  was  the  abjuration  of  the  Popish  religion. 
The  ministers  who  attended  upon  Murray,  and  formed 
his  chief  support  amongst  the  people,  found  an  easy 
convert  in  Halbert  Glendinning,  who,  from  his 
earliest  daya,  had  never  felt  much  devotion  towards 
the  Catholic  faith,  and  who  listened  eagerly  to  more 
reasonable  views  of  religion.  By  thus  adopting  the 
faith  of  his  master,  he  rose  higher  in  his  favour,  and 
was  constantly  about  bis  person  during  his  prolonged 
stay  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  which  the  intractability 
of  those  whom  the  Earl  had  to  deal  with,  protracted 
from  di^  to  day,  and  week  to  week. 


chapte;^  XXXVI. 

Feint  the  din  of  baule  bray'd 

DiiUnt  down  tke  hoUow  wind  \ 
War  and  tenor  fled  bofive, 

Woonds  and  death  were  left  behind— PBHaosB. 

Tus  autumn  of  the  year  was  well  advanced,  whoi 
tke  Earl  of  Morton,  one  morning,  rather  unexpect- 
edly, entered  the  ante-chamber  of  Murray,  in  which 


,    ...    ,  upon  hia  bwiM»  bona.  And 

I  will  plunge  It  aa  deep  in  the  body  of  anyone  who 
ahall  dare  to  charge  me  with  falaebood." 

" How, feUow r'aaid Morton, '' wouldat ihon baaid 
a  nobleman  7" 

'*  Be  silent,  Halbert,*^  aaid  Murray,  "  and  you,  my 
Lord  of  Morton,  forbear  him.  I  aee  tmth  wntteo  on 
hia  brow."  -^ 

"  I  wiah  the  inaide  of  the  manuacript  may  corre*- 
pond  with  the  auperacription,"  repliea  hia  more  ai^ 
picioua  allj^  "  Look  to  it,  my  lord,  you  will  one  day 
lose  irour  ufo  by  too  much  confidence.'' 

"  And  you  will  lose  your  friends  by  being  too 
readilv  suspicious,"  answered  Murray.  "  Enough  of 
this— iet  me  hear  thy  tidinss." 

"  Sir  John  Foster,"  said  Morton,  **  is  about  to  aand 
a  party  into  Scotland  to  waste  the  Halidome." 

Howl  without  waiting  ray  preaence  and  permia- 
sion  1"  aaid  Murray^"  he  ia  mad— will  he  come  as 
an  enemv  into  the  <4ueen's  country  1" 

"  He  has  EUsabeth's  express  orders,"  answered 
Morton,  "  and  they  are  not  to  be  trifled  with.  In- 
deed, his  march  has  been  more  than  once  projected 
and  laid  aside  during  the  time  we  have  been  here,  and 
has  caused  much  alarm  at  Kennaquhair.  Boniface, 
the  old  Abbot,  has  reaigned,  and  whom  think  yon 
they  have  diosen  ia  his  place  7" 

No  onc^  jurelv,"  said  Murrav  \  '*  they  would  pre- 
sume to  hola  no  election  until  the  Queen's  pleasure 
and  mine  were  known?" 

Morton  shrugged  his  shoulders^*'  They  havechoaan 
the  pupil  of  old  Cardinal  Beatoun,  that  wily  deter- 
mined champion  of  Rome,  the  boaom-fricnd  of  our 
busy  Primate  of  St.  Andrewa.  Eustui*e,  late  the 
Sub-Prior  of  Kennaquhair,  is  now  its  Abbot,  and, 
like  a  aecond  Pope  Jiuiua,  is  leyving  men  and  making 
musters  to  fight  with  Foster  if  he  comes  forward." 

"  We  must  prevent  that  meetins,"  said  Murray, 
haatily ;  "  whichever  party  wins  the  day.  it  were  a 
fatal  encounter  for  us— Who  commands  the  troop  of 
the  Abbot  r 

"Our  faithful  old  friend,  Julian  Avenel,  nothing 
leaa,"  anawered  Morton. 

"  Glendinning,'*  aaid  Murray.  '*  aound  trumpeta  to 
horse  directly,  and  let  all  who  love  us^t  on  horsq- 
back  without  delay— Yes,  my  lord,  this  were  indeed 
a  fatal  dilemma.  If  we  take  part  with  our  English 
friends,  the  country  will  cry  shame  on  us— the  very 
old  wivea  will  attack  us  with  their  rocks  and  spin- 
dles—the  very  stones  of  the  street  will  rise  up  against 
'  s— we  cannot  aet  our  face  to  such  a  deed  of  infamy. 


Halbert  Glendinning  was  in  waiting.  ^ms— we  cannot  aet  our  face  to  such  a  deed  of  inTamy. 

** Call  your  noaster,  Halbert,"  said  the  Earl;  ^  'And  my  aiater,  whoee  confidence  I  already  have  audi 
have  news  for  him  from  Teviotdale ;  and  for  you  too.  difficulty  in  preserving,  will  altogether  withdraw  it 
Glendinning.— News  I  news!  my  Lord  of  Murray  r'  from  me.    Then,  were  we  to  oppoee  the  Encdiah 


he  exclaimed  at  the  door  of  the  EarPs  bed-room . 
"oome  forth  instantly."  The  Earl  appeared,  and 
greeted  his  ally,  demanding  eurerly  his  tidings. 

**!  have  had  a  sure  friend  witn  me  from  the  south," 
ssid  Morton;  *'  he  has  been  at  Saint  Mary's  Monaa- 
VK},  and  brings  important  tidings." 

"Of  what  complexion  1"  said  Murray,  'and  can 
you  trust  the  bearer  7"  .,    ,  ..,    .  . 

•*  He  is  feithful,  on  my  life,"  said  Morton ;  I  wiah 
an  around  your  Lordship  may  prove  equally  so.' 

'* At  what,  and  whom,  do  you  point  7"  demanded 
IbiiTay. 

"Here  is  the  Egyptian  of  trusty  Halbert  Glendin- 
ning. our  Southland  Moses,  come  alive  again,  and 
floonshing,  gay  and  bright  as  ever,  in  that  Teviot- 
dale  Goshen,  the  HaUdome  of  Kennoouhair." 

"What  mean  you,  my  lord 7"  said  Murray. 

**Ooly  that  your  new  henchman  has  put  a  false 
tale  upon  you.  Piercie  Shafton  is  alive  and  well ; 
bx  the  same  token  that  the  gull  ia  thought  to  be  de- 
tained there  by  love  to  a  miller's  daughter,  who 
roamed  the  country  with  him  in  disguise.'^ 

••Glendinning,"  said  Murray,  bending  hia  brow 
ntp  his  darkest  frown.  '*thou  hast  not,  I  trust,  dared 
to  bring  me  a  lie  in  thy  mouth,  in  order  to  win  my 
.  confidrace !" 

"Mv  lord,'  said  Halbert,  "  1  am  incapable  of  a  lie. 
I  should  choke  on  one  were  my  lifo  to  reouire  that  I 
pronounced  it.  I  say.  that  this  sword  of  my  father 
through  the  body— the  point  came  out  behind 
2Z 


Warden,  Elizabeth  would  call  it  a  protecting  of  h« 
enemies  and  what  not,  and  we  should  lose  her." 

**  The  she-dragon,"  said  Morton,  "  ia  the  best  card 
in  our  pack  ;  and  yet  I  would  not  willingly  stand  atiU 
and  see  English  blades  carve  Soota  nieah— What 
say  you  to  loitering  by  the  way,  marching  (air  and 
eaay  for  fear  of  spoiling  our  horses  7  They  might 
then  fight  dog  finit  bull,  fight  Abbot  fight  archer, 
and  no  one  could  olame  ua  for  what  chanced  when 
we  were  not  present." 

"  All  would  blame  ua,  Jamea  Dougla^"  rcphed 
Murray;  "  we  should  lose  both  sides— we  had  better 
advance  with  the  utmoat  celeritv,  and  do  what  we 
can  to  keep  the  peace  betwixt  them.— I  would  tba 
nag  that  brought  Piercie  Shafton  hither  had  broken 
his  neck  over  thehi«^est  bench  in  Northumberland  I 
—He  ia  a  proper  coxcomb  to  make  all  una  bustle 
about,  and  to  occasion  perhaps  a  national  war  I , 

"  Had  we  known  in  time,"  aaid  Douglaa,  wemigbt 
have  had  him  privily  waited  upon  as  he  entered  the 
Borders :  there  are  strapping  lada  enough  wouW  have 
rid  us  of  him  for  the  lucre  of  his  spur-whang.*  But 
to  the  aaddle,  Jamea  Stewart,  since  so  the  pnraaa 
goea.  I  hear  your  trumpeta  aound  to  horse  and  a*»y— 
we  shall  soon  see  which  nsg  is  best  breathed. 

Followed  by  a  train  of  about  three  hundred  well- 
mounted  men-at-arme,  theee  two  powarol  barons 
directed  their  courae  to  Dumfriea,  and  from  thence 
eastward  to  Teviotdale,  marching  at  a  rate,  wniolii 


Itoh  aaTdisra,  and  &io  d^fne  of  M 


•f  thair  bent,  hi  llut  wbni  tbar  (pimMabsd  the 
■caaa  of  eipeeMd  •elioii,  tbrn  wn«  not  »boTe  tiro 
IniDdnd  nf  tbsir  traio  TOBiuiiiie  id  a  bodr,  and  of 
ibew  inoaL  wore  mouaud  OD  ■uada  whiefa  had  bean 
•Hrdf  jadei  _ 

wer*«ix  or  aaven  milaa  bom  8ainl  Hary'i  of  Eenna- 

Kbair,  ■  gentlaoMn  of  iha  oountiY,  irbom  HuTTay 
d  auminoned  to  atlend  him,  and  on  whoas  inlclli- 

(SDce  he  know  he  could  nlr,  uttved  al  ibe  bead  of  t. 

two  or  three  aerranta,  "  bloody  wiih  iiNirTing,  Sery  I  grappling  wiih  the  ec 

red  wiihhaate."    According  lo  hia  report,  Sir  John  .  tenancy  which  alill „ — :—-,--  ;-  — . 

Foeter,  aAer  saieral  times  annonndng,  and  aa  often  |  eiiinHUishiblehtte  and  defiance,  haoda  which ciMfiad 
delayiao.  hia  intended  ineunion,  had  at  laal  been  so  ihe  hilt  of  the  broken  rnlcfaion,  or  ettove  id  *aiD  "* 
Ktnw  with  ihs  nawa  that  Piarcia  8haflon  *rae  openly  :  pluck  Ihe  deadly  arrow  from  ihe  wound.  Some  ve 
leaidinK  wilhia  the  Halidomet  diat  hadelermined  to  wounrlnd.  and.  mwnt  of  the  com 
■leoaW  the  oommandaof  hi*  mistivaft  which  directed 
him,  at  every  riak,  to  make  hjmaolf  roaaler  of  Ihe 
Bammiat'a  petaon.  Hie  Abbot's  onceaaing  eiertiona 
had  collected  a  body  of  men  almoileqaal  in  number 
to  Itioan  of  the  Eogliah  Warden,  but  tesa  praeiieed  in 


,.^  M~  .^r"—"-  "•  —^  •~">  '■■<'  naked  on  to  iht 
fleld.  and  left  only  wounda  and  death  behind  (baa 
The  baltfe  had  been  Moutly  copMated,  ar ' 


mini    in  1D0IDIWIIIUI4  iincBVH^vi  lucu  w#mimv*,       *v- 

werdi  the  middle  of  the  plam,  there  lay  the  bodiM 
of  aereral  ineo  wbo  had  fallen  in  ibe  wtrj  ad  of 


tench  ihfl  fhltehng 


H<  of  the  conTHKe  Iher  had  latetf 
OepTENion,  while  olhm  med  W 


le,  riide  throosh  the  plaia 
J  oT  wounded,  be  conld  di^ 
_  brathci  Sdward.  Ha  espe- 
from  the  Engliab.    A  dittut 


-B  of  the   proach  them  w 


dood  ofdiut  announixd  that  they  wi , . 

Ibc  acattned  faeitiie^  and  he  gueaaed,  that  Id  a^ 
1  bti  Rtllowen,  nntil  tluy  wenagaia 
imsnd.  would  be  to  throw  away  bt* 

'"'"  "' ' whom  the  Ticton 

— .  -  , ,  —  ,     ibe  Scoia,  aeainal 

etrikee  the   fire!   hlow.— ■  whom  they  hadbeen  miccessfuL    He  nmlied,  tben- 

. .— . L_  , L.    f;j„  ,g  pauae  until  Murray  cnme  up  with  his  tbccea, 

-       •■  '^'  ■■'        -      '  ashehaaia 


They  were  united  under 

AveneL  and  it  waa  apprdiended  dicy  would  join  battle 
Bpon  the  banka  at  a  amill  atream  which  forma  the 
vein  of  the  H^idome. 

'"Who  knows  Ihs  place  1"  said  Hurray. 

"  I  do,  my  lord,"  anawered  Glendii — ■ — 

"'Tie  wall,"  said  the  Earl;  "wki 

beat-mounted  borae — make  what  hi —  __ — .   ._ 

and  announce  to  them  thai  I  ani  coming  up  insianlly  |  own  life,  and  that  of  his 

Wilb  a  Bliong  powf '—"  - ■-— ■    '-■    ■ '■■  — ' — -■ 

merer,   whicherer    _ 

Davidaon,"  aaid  ho  to  the  gentleman  who  broueht 
the  intellioance,  "  thou  ahali  be  ray  guide.— Hie  thee 
on,  Olendinning— Say  lo  Foaier,  I  conjure  him,  sa 
he  teapecta  hia  Miatresa'a  aervice,  that  he  will  leave 
the  matter  in  my  hande.  Say  lo  the  Abbot,  I  will 
bnm  the  Moniaicry  over  hia  head,  if  he  sirikes  a 
atnrice  till  I  come— Tell  Ihe  dog,  Julian  Avenel.  that 
he  hath  already  one  deep  score  to  settle  wiih  mc — I 
will  set  hia  head  on  the  top  of  the  hlgheal  pinnnclo 
of  Saint  MaTy'a.  if  he  preaume  to  open  another. 
Make  haate,  and  apare  not  the  apur  for  fear  of  apoil- 
ing  horae-fleah." 

^Vour  bidding  shall  be  obeyed,  my  hird,"  said    ,, ,, , „ 

Qlandinning;  and  choosing  thoaa  whose horaea  were  Ilea.  Ho  looked  withaniiety,  andallength  ob« 
fai  boat  plight  (o  be  his  attend  an  ta,  he  went  off  as  fas  ^ai  by  the  bodyof  a'knlBhlin  bright  annoor, 
•athe  iadedstateof  their  cavalrypermiiled.  Hill  and  iTTeat,  though  roiled  and  broken,  atill  showi 
btrilow  vanished  from  under  Ihefect  of  the  charger     '  '       ' 

They  had  not  ridden  above  haif  the  wny,  when  ihi 
met  eiragglera  coming  off  from  Ihe  fleld,  whose  aj 
pearance  announced   that  the  n 


to  which  he  was  the  more  reodily  moved,  ashehiaard 
the  trumpeia  of  the  Engliah  Wardeii  wiuRding  the 
retreat,  and  recalling  from  the  pursuit.  He  drew  Ilia 
men  together,  ond  made  a  stand  in  an  advantanons 
ipot  of  stound,  which  had  been  oecuiritd  by  ibe  Scots 
in  tile  beginnmg  of  the  action,  and  mosl  liercoly  dia- 


puled  while  the  skirmish  luteid. 
While  he  stood  here,  Halbert" 
llic  feeble  moan  of  a  woman,  » 
pocted  to  heat  amid  thai  sccnL,  _ 
ihe  foes  had  iwrmilled  the  relattoi 
ippronch,  for  ■' ' — '■ — 


„  ...- Jf  the  sUin  to 

purpose  of  paying  tbem  the  last  dn- 
~  Isngth  obaerted, 


brolhcr,  who  was  pierced  with  a  ti 

body.    Halben,   w^o  knew  the  h 

Halidome,  called  them  by  their  ni  e 

themarthealBteorthealfrayi  t  it 

ef  their  eflbrts  to  retain  him  in  t  -o 

ther  dropped  from  the  horse,  snr  ii 

haate  to  receive  hia  laat  brenil!  in 

engaged,  no  infonnalioD  was  lo n 

JDDing,  ibersfore,  puabed  on  with  his  littie  troor 
me  more  anxionaly  as  he  perceived  other  atragglen 
bearing  8t.  Andrew'a  croaa  n-—    ■■-"- - 


soon  discoTcred  to  be  a 

._..„_ Ihe  Engliah.    They  ad- 

md  the  continued  nnd  prolonged  aouod 
peia,  with  the  shouts  of  the  leaden^  an- 


unced  that  their  powers  w 
wmbled.  He  had,  therefore 


I  happy  female,  asked  lier,  ii 


lie  couiu  nMumi:,  wnciner  nc  could  assist  her  la  I 
distress.  The  mourner  mads  him  no  direct  answi 
but  endeavourint,  wi  th  n  trembling  and  uD^lfol  kar 
loundo  tho^rini;aofthc  visor  and  gorget,  said,  ii 
tonepf  impatient  griefi  0,  he  would  recover instsm 
could  I  bul  pive  him  air— lond  and  livinjf,  life  a 
honour,  would  I  give  for  ih»pnwer  of  undoing  thi 

cruel  iron  pla-  -—    '--'  -  "^         ' ' 

.  _ r would  soothe 

mmmg  to  einecn  oi  msm.    Others,  whose  (ear  was    Ihe  mosl  dece 

nwramtense.  kept  theonward  rood,  galloping  wildly  as    whose  last  dr 

fast  as  theix  borsee  could  carry  them,  and  when  quca-    who  must  nc 

tioned,  only  Blarsd  without  reply  on  those  who  spoke    sky.    Bul  Hal . „  . 

Xa  them,  and  rode  on  without  drawing  bridle.     Se-    viaor  nnd  cost  looae  the  gorget,  when,  to  hiagi 

alao  known  to  Halbert,  who  hail    prise,  he  recognised  the  pnlo  faco  of  Julian 

I  circumsuncea  in  which    His  last  fight  wa»  over ;  the  fierce  .niwl  tuibi 


amen  approaching  on  the  road,  held  to  ihi 
or  Ibe  other,  at  such  a  diatance  ea  precl 


rlGlendioning  failed  ii. 


mgtb 
Ife   t. 


ouhl,  from  the 


o  of  Ihe  Haiidoms  w 


which  it  bad  ao  Ions  de- 


;^*"5*  *HD.u,  >,■>»  luo  mvi  >H  <ijc  AiaiHuniiD  woe  ue-  iisd  dcpaiLeu  in 

Rated.    He  became  now  unspenkahly  anxious  con-  lighted. 

jeimng  the  fate  of  hit  brother,  wbo,  he  could  not  ^'Alaa!  he  is  gone,"  aaid  Hsibert.  nsaking  to  the 

4oubt  must  have  been  engamd  m  the  affray.    He,  youna  woman,  m  whom  he  hal  now  no  diMcultya* 

tbarafiire.  incmaad  Ihe  ^eA  of  hi*  boras,  so  that  blowing  the  unhappy  Catherine. 


Cau.  XXXVL)  THE  MONAffTBlT. 

'O.m.m.mF'  iha  |aHr■Ud,"llanot■•J•a— 
b•i«  not  dead— he  in  hal  la  ■  iwoon.    I  hne  bin  m 

ISBC  ID  IMM  BTHlf— Ulll  lIlMl  hlB  TQloe  WOulll   rOUH 

nu,  wboi  h(  voke  kindly,  aul  said,  Ctiberiae,  Iwik 
npfot  my  uur— And  look  uii,  JuJian,  for  ainal  ibs 
uid,  idiHHBng  ibe  BBOHlaH  corpK ;  "  I  know  you 
dobul  cwaUrnit  to  fti^Mn  OM,  bui  I  amiwl&igbt- 
flDsd,"  lb*  addad,  with  an  hxs'flicil  Biumpi  lo 
liugn:  and  iban  tnalantly  changing  bn  lone,  en- 
tieuad  hjn  to  "  weak,  were  il  bui  (o  curse  mv  folly. 
0,  tba  fudeai  word  you  eror  aaid  ta  nu  would  now 
•ound  like  iIm  deareal  yau  waalad  on  ma  before  I 
give  you  alL  Lift  him  up."  abe  said,  "  lifl  bim  up, 
lor  Ood'a  aakel— have  you  oo  coinpsaaionl  He 
pramiMd  to  wed  ma  if  1  bora  bim  a  bay,  sad  ibis 
child  UBo  like  to  its  faibetl-IIaw  sball  ha  keep 

ChtillieoflhaClinthiil,  Rowley,  Uulchean  !  ye  were 

conrtint  ac  bii  faaat,  bui  ye  lied  from  bim  it  ihe  City,        "Gel  in 

(■lie  iillunaaa.ira.atel" 

"Noi  I,  by  Heaven !"  uid  a  dying  man,  who  made 
■SDK  (hill  la  raiee  bimaeif  on  bia  elbow,  and  disco- 
vered lo  Hilben  l)ie  well-known  Tt'iiureB  of  Cbriatie; 
"  1  fitd  not  ■  fool,  and  a  man  can  bui  %hi  while  bia 


nid  he,  loc^ng 
imdre»«,  "■■-- 


L  QIand 


seine  bie 


bia  iniJi- 


lliellercai)  lo  bve  in  than  die  in.  I  would  chance 
bid  aaol  iby  brother  here  instead— then  waa  good  In 
hiia— bui  (bou  art  aa  wild,  and  will  Boon  be  as  wick- 

'■"Omflortid  I"  Mid  Halban,  baalily. 
Many,  and  amen,  with  all  my  heart,"  aiid  the 
wounded  man,  "  ibere  will  be  compeDV  enow  wilh- 
aot  ibee  where  1  am  going.  But  uod  be  praiaed  I 
bai  no  band  in  that  wickednesi,"  eaid  be,  looking 
10  poor  Catherine  ;  and  with  some  eiclamalion  in  hta 
iDDDtb,  that  aounded  belwiit  a  prayer  end  a  curKe, 
Ibe  Boul  of  Cbriitio  of  the  Cliathill  took  wing  to  the 
unaccount 

Deeply  vnpt  in  the  painful  inlereal  which  tbeae 
noctjng  erenls  liad  eiciied,  Glendinning  forgot  for 
a  miiEifiii  hia  ow  n  atmation  and  dotiea,  and  wbb  firal 
nulled  to  Ihem  by  a  trampling  of  horae.  and  iha  cry 
of  Saiol  Gemge  <ar  England,  wiiicli  ihe  Eiulii'h  aor- 
dicn  Hill  conlmiied  to  Sae.    ^ia  handful  oTmcn,  for 

DMioIihoilraggleta  bad  waited  for  Mnrrav'r ■  — 

qkraniined  on   borasback,  holding  their  la 
r^ni.  hiving  no  command  either 
There  siaods  our  Ci 


n]eeI^  and  eapectally  the  youiig  fellowa  ha  might  6a 
father  lo.—And  here  cornea  ihe  Wardwi  beddaa,  M 


infiM,sir/QbL 

ble  body  of  bis  horaemen,  ji; 
age  rendered  him  uneqpal 


Faaier  came  up  irith 
aahiaCai 


Warden;    ^'and  (bou,  young  man,  U 

of  Murray,  who  bore  Ida 
leered  '■•--^-    ' 
...isalf, 
le  billa." 


follon 


draw  yi 
for  a  Bi__. 

hill-edge  b 


cond  field,  but  if  y 


--__  ,.Jr  man 
itping  improvidaa 
'  .rk  cloud  on  Iba 
UB  lom  waainer,   we  tnusl  bear  aa 
ini<«>,  oj,  uui  broken  cloaks  wUl  bide  il.    Heaa- 
while,  Stawanb,  we  have  got  the  deer  wa  have  huntad 
for— here  ia  Piercie  Sbafion  hard  aiid  faai  betwixt 

lolton;  "ha  ii  no  mora 


id  jrou  nerer  aee  him  in 
mT' 

isnilias!"  laid  Sir  John 
e  for  ihem  or  any  Ibtog 
I  has  ^e  kept  me  to  thia 
lieves  one  day  and  (rai- 
tny  bfo :  ihe  lance  nevar 
never  out  of  the  stirrup, 


ih 


:;aof 


him,"  Baid  the  Engliab 
le  If  yau  will  Bf 


Than  throw  down 

miwerad  the  Engliabi 

Not  till  i  can  help  mya^  I 


word  and  yield  ibee,' 


_.,_..       olharwiae,"  said  Hal- 

loderalion  of  tone  and  manner. 

id,  friend. 


Wl,_  Willi  the 

minded  the  Engliab 
vipiain. 
"Toibinobta  Earl  of  Mumy." 
Ileii  thou  aerveat,"  Bald   (he  Sonlbron,      the 
■Kott  diiloyal  nobleman  who  braathea— falie  both  to 
Eacland  and  Soitland." 
"nouliesit"  aaid  Glendinning,  regaidleaa  of  all 


.bou  ao  hot  now,  and  wen  ao  cold  but 

i.mmHte  lincel  I  lie,  do  II  Wilt  tbou  do  battle 
■id]  me  on  that  quarrel  7" 

mlist,"  aaid  Balbert  Glendinning!  " grant  me  but 

"That  thoo  ahall  have.— SUnd  back,  my  males," 
"id  Ihe  bniTe  Etigliahman.  "It  1  fall,  give  hun 
airplay,  and  let  him  go  off  fteewuhhupaDple.' 

Long  life  u  the  noble  Cajilam  "'.qrifd  the  aoi- 
Aen,  aa  iiapatieDt  lo  las  the  duel  aa  u  il  bad  been  a 
nut- baiting. 


petaon  of  a  oiui 

__.,_. ,  — laiien  from  (ha 

Privy  Council  will  rale  me  aa  I  were  a  dog— a  mu 
were  be((er  dead  than  tbua  slaved  and  baraaaed." 

A  trumpet  interrupted  Foater'a  complainte,  and  a 
Sca((ish  pureuivan(  who  aKanded,  declared,  "tbal 
Ihe  noble  Earl  of  MulTay  deauad,  in  all  honour  anl 
safety,  iDeraaaal  oonfeiance  with  Sir  John  Foaw, 
midway  between  their  parties,  with  aix  of  compani' 
in  sBch.  and  len  free  minulea  to  come  and  go. 

"And  now,"  aoid  ihe  Bngliihmin,  "ennM  an- 
other piseue.  I  muBl  go  mieak  with  yonder  faba 
Scot,  and  he  knows  how  to  frame  hia  devioaa  (ocaM 


with 


Swords 

"draw_„   

march— attend 

your  own  frienn 


blowa  we  are  hut  too  ill  proridid.— 
■e  grant  tlie  conference— and  yon,  P~ 
'   (speaking   to  young   Glen<rinnini 


ing  of  a  B 


own  pitly— 
tawirth  Bot- 


Notwiihalanding  thia  peremptory  order,  HalbcM 
Glendinning  could  not  help  Kopping  to  out  a  look 
upon  the  mifbrtunate  Catharine,  who  lay  uueniibla 
of  the  danger  and  of  ibe  (rampling  of  so  miny  bonw 
around  her,  ineenaible,  is  ibe  Woond  glanoa  aMuW 
him,  of  all  and  forever.  Glandinniiwalmoal  rejoieid 
when  he  aaw(hat  Ihe  last  misery  of  uni  waa  orar,  and 
(bat  (be  hoofa  of  the  wir'horsaa,  aarangal  vrhion  ba 
was  compelled  lolaave  her,  could  only  iQinreaiiddefaM 
a  Bsnodesa  corpae.  He  caagbt  lb«  in&nt  from  ba 
arms,  half  aahamed  of  the  shout  of  laughlerirhicfc 
rose  on  all  side^  at  seeing  an  armed  man  in  nch  •- 
aitualion  aBMune  such  an  unwonled  and  iBcanvir 

"  Shoulder  your  infant  1"  oied  a  barqusbuiiar. 

"  Port  your  infan(  l"  aaid  i  pikemao, 

"  Pcice,  ye  bmt«,"  aaid  Suwarth  Bollon,      ud 

reqjocl  humanity  in  olbars,  if  you  bare  none  your- 

selvea.    I  pardon  the  lad  having  done  ■ome  diBCiMM 

to  my  gray  baits,  wbaa  I  a««  him  uka  oaia  of  ib«t 
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helpleM  crMtumi  whkA  y«  wonW.  hire  ymmpled 
upon  aa  if  ye  bad  been  littered  of  bitcb-woWea,  not 
born  of  women."  ,    ^    ,     .  .       . , 

Wbile  thia  paaaed,  the  leaden  on  either  aide  met  m 
the  neutral  apace  betwixt  the  forces  of  either,  and  the 
Earl  accosted  the  English  Warden :  "  lathis  fur  or 
boneet  usage,  Sir  John,  or  for  whom  do  you  hold  the 
Earl,  of  Morton  and  myself,  that  you  ride  in  Scot- 
land with  arrayed  banner,  fight,  alay,  and  make  pii- 
aonera  at  your  own  pleasure  7  Is  it  well  done,  think 
you,  to  spoil  our  land  and  shed  our  blood,  after  the 

Siany  proofs  we  have  given  to  your  mistress  of  our 
evotion  due  to  her  will,  saving  always  the  allegi- 
ance due  to  our  own  aovereign.' 

"  M?  Lord  of  Murray,"  anawered  Foster,  "all  the 
world  knows  you  to  be  a  man  of  quick  tngine  and 
deep  wisdom,  and  these  several  weeks  have  you  held 
me  in  hand  with  promising  to  arrest  my  sovereign 
mistress's  rebel,  this  Piercie  Shafton  of  Wilverton, 
and  you  have  never  kept  your  word,  alleging  turmoila 
in  the  weat,  and  1  wot  not  what  other  causes  of  hin- 
derance.  IVow,  aince  he  baa  had  the  insolence  to 
return  hither,  and  live  openly  within  ten  miles  of  Eng- 
land, I  could  no  longer,  in  plain  duty  to  my  mistress 
and  oueen,  tari^  upon  your  successive  delaya,  and 
therefore  I  have  used  her  force  to  take  her  febel,  by 
the  strong  hand,  wherever  I  can  find  him." 

"And  IS  Piercie  Shafton  in  your  hands,  thenT' 
aaid  the  E^rl  of  Murray.  *'  Be  aware  that  I  may  not, 
without  my  own  great  shame,  suffer  you  to  remove 
him  hence  without  doing  battle." 

"Will  srou,  Lord  Earl,  after  all  the  advantages  yon 
have  received  at  the  hands  of  the  Queen  of  England, 
do  battle  in  the  cause  of  her  rebel  1"  said  Sir  John 
Foster. 

"  Not  ao.  Sir  John."  answered  the  Earl,  "  but  I 
will  fight  to  the  death  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of 
our  free  kingdom  of  Scotland." 

"  By  ray  faith,"  aaid  Sir  John  Foster,  "  I  am  well 
content— my  aword  is  not  blunted  with  all  it  has 
done  yet  this  day." 

"  By  my  honour.  Sir  John,"  said  Sir  George  Heron 
of  Chipchase,  "there  is  but  little  reason  we  should 
fight  these  Sctfftish  Lords  e'en  now,  for  I  hold  opi- 
nion with  old  Stawarth  Bolton,  and  believe  yonder 
prisoner  to  be  no  more  Piercie  Shafton  than  he  ia  the 
Earl  of  Northumberland ;  and  jrou  were  but  ill  ad- 
vised to  break  the  peace  betwuct  the  countries  for 
A  prisoner  of  less  consequence  than  that  gay  mischief- 
maker." 

"  Sir  George,"  replied  Foater,  "  I  have  often  heard 
you  herona  are  afhiid  of  hawka—Nay,  lay  not  hand 
on  aword,  man— I  did  but  jest;  and  for  this  prisoner, 
let  him  be  brought  up  hither,  that  we  may  see  who 
or  what  he  ia— alwaya  under  assurance,  my  Lorda," 
he  continued,  addressing  the  Scots. 

**Upon  our  word  and  honour,"  said  Morton, 
Will  oner  no  violence." 

The  laugh  turned  against  Sir  John  Foster  consi- 
derably, when  the priaoner,  beingbrought  up,  proved 
not  only  a  difierent  person  from  Sir  Piercie  Shafton, 
but  a  female  m  man^a  attire. 

"  Pluck  the  mantle  from  the  quean's  face,  and  caat 
her  to  the  horse-boys,"  said  Foster ;  "  she  haa  kept 
Rch  company  ere  now,  I  warrant." 

Even  Murray  waa  moved  to  laughter,  no  common 
ttiing  with  oim,  at  the  diaappointment  of  the  English 
Waraen ;  but  he  would  not  permit  any  violence  to 
be  ofiwred  to  the  fair  Molinara,  who  had  thus  a  ae- 
oond  time  reacued  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  at  her  own 
peraonal  riak. 

"You  have  already  done  more  mischief  than  you 
can  well  anawer,"  said  the  Earl  to  the  English  War- 
den, and  it  were  dishonour  to  me  should  I  permit 
you  to  hann  a  hair  of  this  young  woman'a  head." 

"My  lord,"  said  Morton,  "if  Sir  John  will  ride 
apart  with  me  but  for  one  moment,  I  will  show  him 
such  reaaona  as  shall  make  him  content  to  depart, 

S  *i!**  J?'®'***  ?>n^»«PPy  da/awork  to  the  judgment 
JM"®  J-gmmiaaioners  nominated  to  try  offences  on 

I. J?*  ^**^-  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  Foster  aside,  and  moke  to 
himrn  this  manner:-"  Sir  John  Poster JTmuch 
marvel  tnat  a  man  who  knows  your  <laeen  Elixabeth 
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aa  yon  do,  ahonid  not  know  that,  if  yon  hope  any 
thing  from  her,  it  must  be  for  doing  her  uaefol  serviee^ 
not  for  involving  her  in  quarreb  with  her  neigb- 
hours  >vithoat  any  advantage.  Sir  Knight.  I  will 
speak  frankly  what  I  know  to  be  true.  Had  yoa 
seized  the  true  Piercie  'Shafton  by  thia  iU-adrMsd 
inroad ;  and  had  your  deed  threatened,  aa  moat  likely 
it  might,  a  breach  betwixt  the  eountnea,  your  politic 
Piinceaa  and  her  politic  council  would  rather  have 
disgraced  Sir  John  Foster  than  entered  into  war  in 
hia  behalf.  But  now  that  you  have  atricken  abort  of 
your  aim,  you  may  rely  on  it  you  will  have  little  thanks 
for  carryine  the  matter  farther.  I  will  work  thus  for 
on  the  Earl  of  Murray,  that  he  will  undertake  to  dis- 
miss Sir  Piercie  Shafton  from  the  realm  of  Scotland. 
—Be  well  advised,  and  let  the  matter  now  pass  oflP- 
you  will  gain  nothing  by  farther  violence,  for  if  wa 
fight,  you,  as  the  fewer  and  the  weaker  through  yow 
former  action,  will  needs  have  the  worse." 

Sir  John  Foster  listened  with  his  head  declining  on 
his  breastplate. 

"  It  is  a  cursed  chance,"  he  said,  "  and  1  shall  hav* 
little  thanks  for  my  day'a  work." 

He  then  rode  up  to  Murray,  and  said,  that  in  defo- 
Vence  to  his  Lordship's  presence  qnd  that  of  mjr  Lord 
of  Morton,  he  had  come  to  the  resolution  ot  with- 
drawing himself,  with  his  power,  without  farther 
nroceediniEB 

"  Stop  there.  Sir  John  Foster,"  said  Hurrav,  "  1 
cannot  permit  you  to  retire  in  safety,  unlesa  you  leave 
some  one  who  may  be  surety  to  Scotland,  that  the 
injuriea  you  have,  at  present  done  us  may  be  fuli^ 
accounted  for— you  will  reflect,  that  by  permitting 
your  retreat,  I  become  ficcountable  to  my  aovereign. 
who  will  demand  a  reckoning  of  me  for  the  bloodor 
her  subjects,  if  I  suffer  those  who  shed  it  to  depart 
so  easily.** 

"It  shall  never  be  told  in  Endand,"  said  the 
Warden,  "  that  John  Foater  gave  pledgea  b'ke  a  aob* 
dued  man,  and  that  on  the  very  field  on  which  he 
stands  victorious.— But,"  he  added,  after  a  moment*8 
pause,  "  if  Stawarth  Bolton  wills  to  abide  with  y5yB 
on  hit  own  free  choice,  I  will  say  nothing  againat  it; 
and,  as  I  bethink  me,  it  were  better  he  should  stay  to 
see  the  dismissal  of  this  same  Piercie  Shafton.'* 

I  receive  him  as  your  hostage,  neTertbeleaa,  and 
shall  treat  him  as  such,"  said  the  Eari  of  Murra v.  Bat 
Foster,  turning  a  way  as  if  to  give  directions  to  Bolton 
and  his  men,  affected  not  to  hear  this  observation. 

There  ndes  a  faithful  servant  of  his  moat  beauti- 
fol  and  Sovereign  Lady,"  said  Murray  aaide  to  Morton. 
"  Happy  man !  he  knows  not  whether  the  execution 
of  her  commanda  may  not  cost  him  his  head;  and 
yet  he  is  most  certain  that,  to  leave  them  unexecuted 
will  bring  disgrace  and  death  without  reprieve.  Happy 
are  they  who  are  not  only  subjected  to  the  caprices  oT 
Dame  Fortune,  but  held  obund  to  account  and  bei9> 
sponsible  for  them,  and  that  to  a  aovereign  aa  moody 
and  fickle  aa  her  humorous  ladyship  herself !" 

"  We  also  have  a  female  sovereign,  my  lord,**  said 
Morton. 

"  We  have  so,  Douglas,"  said  the  Earl,  with  a  aop- 
pressed  sigh ;  but  it  remains  to  be  seen  how  long  a 
female  hand  can  hold  the  reins  of  power  in  a  lealai 
80  wild  as  ours.  We  wdl  now  go  on  to  Saint  Mar^i; 
and  see  ourselves  after  the  state  of  that  Hooae.- 
Glendinmng,  look  to  that  woman,  and  protect  h«r.- 
What  the  fiend,  man,  hast  thou  got  in  thine  arms?— 
an  infant,  as  I  live  I— where  couldst  thou  find  such  a 
charge  at  such  a  place  and  moment  r* 

Halbcrt  Glendinning  briefly  told  the  atory.    Ills 
Karl  rode  forward  to  the  place  where  the  body  of  Ju- 
lian Avenel  lay^  with  his  unhappy  companion^a  arms 
wrapt  around  him,  like  the  trunk  of  an  uprooted  oak 
borne  down  by  the  tempest  with  all  its  ivy  garland 
Both  were  cold  dead.  Murray  was  touched  ui  an  un- 
l^SSi.^  degree,  remembering,  perhapa,  his  own  birth. 
What  have  they  to  answer  for,  Douglas,*'  he  said 
^ho  thus  abuse  the  sweetest  gif^  ofaifoction  T 
The  Earl  of  Morton,  unhappy  in  his  marriage,  was 
a  libertine  m  his  amoura. 

'You  muat  aak  that  question  of  Henry  WaideiL 
my  lord,  or  of  John  Knox— I  am  bnt  a  wild  counsel- 
lor m  women'a  mattera." 
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"Forwud  toSaJDt  Huya,"  laid  thsBaitt  "piu 
the  word  on— CHMxlinntiik  giva  tli«  infant  to  ihii 
■•in*  female  eBvalier,  tndlci  i(  ba  Mkan  charee  at. 
Let  BD  diabonoar  ba  dotia  In  tha  dead  bodi«.  and  call 
OD  the  counirr  to  borr  or  remore  tham.— Forwaid.  I 


CHAPTER  XXXVll. 

ai_  IB  h>  qnMt-Ckw  u>  nnu  >  pMEX-Xfev  Jata. 

Tm  nawa  of  the  loal  btllle,  lo  quicklr  cairted  by 
ibe  Aigitivaa  lo  the  Tillaga  and  conTant,  had  Bpreid 
ifaa  snataal  alarni  among  the  inhabitanta.  The  Sa< 
ciiiun  and  other  mon'  ..  .  -  .       .    _ 


than  the  Aitnn  mood,  and  indaad  onr  ooctiatlinu  ra- 

i^ch,BiTihei)™«i..     In  a  word.  I  am  wiUini  to 

though  ihey  be  my  own 
Ted,  Piereie.  Shaflon  will 


jaalou 


mm  him,      OUT   time  : 
wEai  might  baTe  been; 
"Ton  are  right,  moal 
nfilied  the  iocorngibla       -  :,  .  ,     ' 

■rammariaiiB  have  it.  cotiecma  hail  mortalitf  leai 


re  bia  length,  being  a*e  Te 
I  aa  he  aianda,  rather  thi 
"■  j™'^'""  '"  ''"  """■'  t"""""   !•>  "men  WB 

1  J  u"""^  T.""'  ^"  Knight."  aaid  tha  Abbot,  "  and 
1  doubt  not  that  yoa  ifouTd  make  your  worda  good; 
But  11  li  not  the  will  of  Heaven  that  carnal  weapon* 
ahould  re«i»  ua.  We  are  called  lo  eodoiv,  noTte 
reaiat,  and  may  not  waaie  the  blood  of  our  innocent 
commona  in  vain— Fniiile«  oppoaiiion  becomea  not 
men  or  001  pmfeanon  {  tbaj' have  Dir  commanda  to 
reaign  the  aword  aod  the  apaai— Ood  and  Oar  Ladr 
hare  not  bleaaad  our  banner," 

Bethink  yoo.  reverand  lard,"  aaid  Piercie  Shaf- 
wn.  Teiy  eagerly,  oe  yon  reaign  the  defence  that  ia 
'"  yopr  power~tbera  are  many  poata  near  the  entry 
<rf  thn  uUage,  wbm  brare  men  mi^t  lire  or  die  to 
tbeadrantagei  and  I  hare  thia  additional  motiTeta 
make  defence,— the  Bafeiy,  namely,  of  a  fair  fhand, 
whcL  ]  hope,  bath  aaeaped  the  handa  of  the  hcratiea." 
1  lUkderwand  you,  Sir  Piercie,"  aaid  the  Abbot— 
TOO  mean  the  iboBhter  of  oar  Conient'a  miller  r 
Rererend  my  loi^."  aaid  Sir  Piercie,  not  wiihool 
heallation,  the  fau'  HyaindB  ia,  aa  may  be  in  aome 
aort  alleged,  the  daughter  of  one  who  mecbanieally 
prapareth  corn  to  be  manipulated  into  bread,  wiihoDI 
which  we  oonld  not  aiiat,  and  which  ia  tberelbie  an 
emploirmenl  in  itaelf  honourably  narneeaaaary.  Na- 
-'artnelaaa,  if  the  puraat  aentimenta  of  a  generoua 
jiind,  atreamingfohhlikelheTayaaf  theannreBecl- 
ad  by  a  diimona,  may  ennoble  one,  who  ia  in  aonia 

■art  the  daughter  of  a  molendinary  mechanic" 

"  I  hBTa  no  time  for  all  diia,  Sir  Kni^l,"  aaid  the 
Abbot;  "  bo  il  enouf^  to  anawer  that  with  onrmU 
we  war  no  longer  with  carnal  weapona.  We  of  the 
iirtaac"- '•■-- '■-■- 


r- ailed  with 

.trad,  but  with  Chrialian  meekneaa  and  (ar> 
styenna— OUT  ears  not  deafened,  nor  our  iiiiw  con- 
fuaed.  by  tbe  eouitd  of  clamoroua  inatmmenuof  wari 
but,  on  ihB  contrary,  out  Toicea  compoaed  to  Halla- 
li^h.  Kyne-Eleiaan,  and  Salve  Regina.and  our  blood 
'^mperata  and  cold,  eg  thoae  who  think  upon  raoon- 
-iling  ihemtelyea  with  Ood.  not  of  avenging  iham- 
■eliea  o(  Ihelr  fellow- monala." 

"Lord  Abbot,"  raid  Sit  Piercie.  "  thia  ia  ootliiDf 
-  the  fate  of  my  Holinara.  whom,  I  biwcb  Ton  to 
obaerre,  I  will  not  abandon,  while  golden  hitt  and 
aleel  blade  bide  toaather  on  my  falchion.  I  com- 
to  follow  ua  to  the  field,  and  yet  m«> 
—  .,„...  _..  -ar  ID  hat  page'a  atliie  amongat  tbe 
rear  of  the  oembatanta. 

"  Vonnmalaeek  elaewberarortheperaaninwhoaa 

r a  ate  BO  detiily  intReited."  aaid  the  Abbot) 
at  present  I  will  pray  of  Vonr.  knighthood  to 
tnqaira  cdneeming  her  at  ihe  chnrch,  in  which  til 
our  nioie  dabncaiaaa  vaaaala  have  taken  rahigs.  It 
ia  my  addoe  to  you,  that  you  alao  abide  by  tbehoraa 
of  tbe  altai!  and,  Sir  Piercie  Shafton."  he  added, 
"  be  of  one  thing  iemre,  that  if  joa  coma  to  ham, 
It  will  jnvolve  tlie  whole  of  tbia  brotherhood  i  fin 

eofauiTendBrinKafriandoraBueat.  Leev* 
uiL  my  son,  and  may  God  be  your  aid  1'"^ 

When  Sir  Piercie  ShaFIon  had  departed,  and  iha 
Abbot  wa>  about  to  betake  himadf  to  bia  own  cell, 
was  aaipriBH)  by  an  anknown  perwni  anzhHialy 
uiring  a  confeTenee,  who,  being  admiltad,  pmvea 
..  be  DO  other  than  Henry  Warden.  The  Abbol 
atatted  aa  he  entered,  and  eidaimed  angrily,—"  Ha  I 
are  the  few  houra  that  fate  altowa  him  who  may  laM 
rear  the  mitre  of  ^ia  houae,  not  to  be  exenaad  from 
le  intrunon  of  hereay  1  Doat  thon  come,"  he  aaid, 
to  enjoy  the  hopea  which  fate  bolda  out  to  thy  d»- 
lented  and  accursed  aecl,  toeeethabeeomofdaalruo- 
on  eweep  away  the  pride  of  old  religion- to  defiM* 
our  ahnnea— to  mutilate  and  lay  waaia  Iha  bodia*  of 
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tptmer%  aod  aoc  In  their  mrisn—BliH  God,  who 
Inth  fiuled  thee  to  himeeU;  out  of  the  tents  of  wick- 

Seint 


I  hot  for  the  graee  of  Our  Ledy  and 

Beaediet,  then  eko  hadat  been  a  oaataway." 

"*  I  endeaTOur,  mf  fiither,"  eaid  Kdward, "  I  endea* 
vonr  iaiuget;  but  what  I  would  now  blot  from  my 
memory  hae  been  the  thought  of  all  ray  former  lifo— 
Hanay  doe  not  forward  a  match  eo  unequal  in  birth." 

*'  He  daree  do  what  euita  his  pu^se— The  Gastle 
of  Aveoel  is  strong,,  and  needs  a  good  castdhm^  do- 
sDtedtebteeerviee;  asforthadifi^>Micsof  theirbtrfb, 
he  will  mind  it  no  BBore  than  he  would  minddefodng 
the  aatoral  regularity  of  the  ground,  were  it  neoeaeary 
Iw  should  enet  upon  it  military  linee  and  intrendi- 
aaata  But  do  not  drom  for  that— awaken  thy  eoul 
vilhia  thee,  my  son.  Think  you  pert  with  a  vain 
vaioo,  an  idle  dream,  nursed  in  solitude  and  inaetioa. 
-A  weep  not,  yet  what  am  I  now  like  to  lose? — Look, 
at  these  tower%  when  saints  dwelt,  and  where  heroes 
hare  been  buried— -Think  that  I,  eo  briefly  called  to 
pieiide  over  the  pious  flock,  which  has  dwelt  here 
■aee  the  first  li«it  of  Christianitv,  may  he  this  day 
wntlen  down  thelast  lather  of  this  holy  community— 
CSne,  let  us  descend,  and  meet  oar  fiite.  I  see  them 
npvoseh  near  to  the  Tillage." 

The  Abbot  descended,  the  novice  cast  a  glance 
usaod  hnn ;  ret  the  aense  of  the  danger  impending 
ever  the  stately  structure,  with  which  he  was  now 
wkttL  wasunn>)e  to  banish  the  recollection  of  Mary 
inoel.— "His  brother's  bride!"  he  polled  the  cowl 
over  hts  face,  and  followed  his  Superior. 

The  whole  bells  of  the  Abbey  now  sdded  their  peal 
to  the  death-toll  of  the  largest  which  had  so  long 
■ooaded.  The  monks  wept  and  prayed  as  they  got 
thflmselree  into  the  order  of  their  prooeeaion  for  the 
list  time,  as  seemed  but  too  i>robable. 

"  It  is  well  our  Father  Bonifaoe  hath  retired  to  the 
iniaiid,"  asid  Father  Philip;  "  he  could  nerer  have 
pot  over  this  day,  it  would  nave  broken  hie  heart !" 

**  God  be  with  the  sonl  of  Abbot  Ingelram !"  said 
old  Father  Nicholas,  "  there  were  no  mch  doinp  in 
his  days.— Tbev  say  we  are  to  be  put  forth  of  the 
cloisters;  and  now  I  am  to  live  any  where  else  than 
where  I  have  lived  for  these  seventy ^ears,  I  wot  not— 
the  best  is,  that  I  have  not  long  to  hve  any  where." 

A  few  moments  after  this  the  great  gate  of  the 
ibber  was  flung  open,  and  the  procession  moved 
tiowtf  forward  from  beneath  its  huge  and  richly 
adorned  gateway.  Croes  and  banner,  pix'and  chalice, 
shrines  containing  relics,  and  censers  steaming  with 
inoeaae,  precedeaand  were  intermingled  with  the 
long  and  solemn  array  of  the  brotherhood^  in  their 
h)^  black  gowns  and  cowls,  with  their  white  ecapu- 
lanes  hanging  over  them,  the  various  oflicers  of  the 
convent  each  diacdaying  his  proper  badge  of  oflice. 
Id  the  centre 4>f  tOHB  procession  came  the  Abbot,  sur* 
loniMkd  and  supported  by  his  chief  assistants.  He 
was  dresssd  in  nis  habit  of  high  solemnitv,  and 
apjnred  as  mndb.  unconcerned  as  if  he  had  been 
tsiunff  his  usual  part  in  some  ordinary  ceremony, 
i^  fiim  came  the  inferior  persons  of  the  convent ; 
the  novices  in  their  albs  or  whits  dresses,  and  the  lay 
hrefliren  distinguished  by  their  beards,  which  were 
addom  worn  by  the  Fatliers.  Women  and  children, 
laoed  with  a  nw  men,  came  in  the  rear,  bewailing 
the  apprc^nded  deeolation  of  their  ancient  sanctuary. 
Thev  moved,  however,  in  order,  and  restramed  the 
■mks  of  their  sorrow  to  a  low  wailing  sound,  which 
father  mingled  with  than  interrupted  the  measured 
chant  of  the  monks. 

In  this  order  the  procession  entered  the  market- 
place of  the  village  of  Kennaquhair,  which  was  then, 
•snow,  distinguished  by  an  ancient  cross  of  curious 
workmanshm,  the  gift  of  some  former  monarch  of 
Scotland.  Close  bv  the  cross,  of  much  greater  anti- 
gnity,  and  scarcely  fees  honoured,  was  an  immensely 
luge  oak-tree,  which  perhaps  had  witnessed  the 
worship  of  the  Druids,  ere  the  stately  Monastery  to 
which  It  adjoined  had  raised  its  spires  in  honour  of 
the-  Christian  faith.  Like  the  Bentang-tree  of  the 
African  villages,  or  the  Plaistow-oak  mentioned  in 
White's  Natural  History  of  Selbomc,  this  tree  was 
the  rendezvous  of  the  villagers,  and  regarded  with 
peculiar  veneration ;  a  feeling  common  to  most  na- 


tions, and  whidi  peHnq^  OMy  be  traosd  np  io  te  f»« 
mote  period  whcii  the  patiiarch  feasted  the  aagalB 
under  the  oak  at  Mamre.* 

The  monks  formed  themsdves  saeh  in  disir  due 
place  around  the  eroes,  while  under  the  nuns  of  tha 
soed  tres  crowded  the  old  and  the  feebliL  with  othsn 
who  felt  the  coraason  alarm.  When  they  had  than 
arranged  themsrives,  fktn  was  a  dssp  and  solemo 

Euse.  The  monks  stilled  their  chant,  the  lay  papa* 
sa  hushed  their  lamentations,  and  all  awaited  hi 
tenor  and  silence  the  arrival  of  those  heretical  forosi, 
whom  they  had  been  so  fong  taught  to  regard  with 
fear  and  trembling. 

A  distant  trampling  was  at  length  heard,  and  the 
glance  of  spears  was  seen  to  shine  through  the  trees 
above  the  village.  The  sounds  incwsased,  and  bo* 
came  more  thick,  one  dose  continuousrushiiig  sound, 
in  which  the  tread  oi  hoofe,  was  mingled  with  the 
ringing  of  armour.  The  horssmen  soon  appeared  at 
the  pnncipal  entranee  which  leads  into  the  irregular 
square  or  market-plaoe  whieh  forms  the  centre  of  the 
village.  They  entered  two  by  two,  slowly,  and  in  the 
greateat  order.  The  van  continued  to  move  on,  riding 
round  the  open  specs,  until  they  had  attained  the  u(* 
moat  point,  and  then  turning  their  horsss*  heada  to 
the  street,  stood  fast;  their  companiona  followed  in 
the  same  order,  until  the  whole  market-place  waa 
closely  surrounded  with  soldian ;  and  the  files  who 
followed,  making  the  same  maiuBuvre,  formed  an 
inner  line  within  those  who  had  first  arrived,  until 
the  place  was  begirt  with  a  qusdruple  file  of  horae- 
men  closely  drawn  up.  There  was  now  a  pause,  of 
which  the  Abbot  availed  himaelf,  by  commanding 
the  brotherhood  to  raiae  the  solemn  chant  Dt  pro* 
/undis  elamavL  He  looked  around  the  armed  ranhs^ 
to  see  what  impression  the  solemn  sounds  made  on 
them.  All  were  silent,  hut  the  brows  of  some  had 
an  expression  of  contempt,  and  almost  all  the  rest 
bore  a  look  of  indiiSerence ;  their  course  had  been  too 
long  decided  to  permit  past  feehogs  of  enthusiasm  to 
be  anew  awakened  by  a  procession  or  bv  a  hvmn. 

"  Their  hearts  are  hardened,"  said  the  Abbot  to 
himself  in  dejection,  but  not  in  despair;  '*it  remains 
to  see  whether  those  of  their  leadere  are  equally  ob- 
durate." 

The  leaders,  in  the  meanwhile,  were  advancing 
slowly,  and  Murray,  with  Morton,  rode  in  deen  con^ 
versation  before  a  chosen  band  of  their  most  aistin- 
guished  followers,  amongst  whom  came  Halbert 
Ulendinning.  But  the  preacher  Henry  Warden,  who> 
upon  leaving  theMona8tery,had  instantly  Joined  thepn, 
was  the  only  person  admitted  to  their  conference. 

"You  are  determined,  then,"  sirtd  Morton  to  Mur- 
ray, "to  give  the  heiress  of  Avenel,  with  all  her  pre- 
tensions, to  this  nameless  and  obscure  young  mon  T 
"Hath  not  Warden  tokl  you,"  said  Murray,  "that 
they  have  been  bred  together,  and  are  lovera  from 
their  youth  upward  T* 

"  And  that  they  are  both,"  said  Warden,  "  by  meaaa 
which  may  be  almost  termed  miraculous,,  rescued 
from  the  delusions  of  Rome,  and  brought  within  th^ 
pale  of  the  true  church.  My  residence  at  GlendoMf 
hath  made  me  well  acquainted  with  theee  things.  IB 
would  it  beseem  my  habit  and  my.  calling,  to  thrust 
myself  into  match-making  and  giving  in  mania^ 
but  worse  were  it  in  me  to  see  your  lordshipsdo  need- 
less wrong  to  the  feelings  which  are  proper  to  pur  na- 
ture, and  which,  being  mdulged  honestly  and  under 
the  restrainu  of  religion,  become  a  pledge  of  domea- 
tic  quiet  here,  and  future  happiness  in  a  ONetier  world. 
I  say,  that  you  will  do  ill  to  rend  those  ties  asunder, 
and  to  give  this  maiden  to  the  kinsman  of  L^rd  Mor- 
ton, though  Lord  Morton's  kinsman  he  be. 

"These  are  fair  reasonsi  my  Lord  of  Murrey,  said 
Morton,  "  why  you  should  refuse  me  so  simple  a  txxm 
as  to  bestow  inis  silly  damsel  upon  young  Bennygask. 
Speak  out  plainly,  my  lord;  say  vou  would  rather  see 
the  Castle  of  Avenel  m  the  hands  of  one  who  owes 
his  name  and  existence  solely  to  your  favour,  than  in 
the  power  of  a  Douglas,  and  of  my  kinsman. 

"  My  Lord  of  Morton  "saidMurray,"  I  havedonjn*' 
thing  in  this  matter  which  should  aggrieve  you.  Tm$ 

♦  It «  aearoelr  iMOtuari'  to  sar,  that  in  MdiCM^Cho  protoArps 
of  Kennaqnhur.  oo  luch  oak  «rer  enttad. 
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"Ifatod  toihehoiioDnaf  Um  bowag  of  Datifi" 

tuU  Miinw.iomtwhu  iraoicallr  i  "  Ii— ' — 

wa  of  ttw  Sofl,  HooM  bi*a  lilUa  nafal 
with  ihraa  in  cb^utr— Wb>t  thoosb  m 
enwoi  and  earned  M^ptra  fitr  ■  fsw 


•nptra  lar  ■  lew  gMMraoo 

r — .1 \ ^  th«|  iO 


gBiMalogjF  morea  no  butbet  back  thu  lo  tta 
wu  abooKo  niilrt 


bombk  Abmut  Dapi/'r  f'^ 


diarasaioD  which  wu  bacomiSf 
„-  , —  r al  (a  be  ftieDdly. 

"  Mr  lorda,"  be  nid,  "I  miial  be  boU  io  diaite^ 
inBlhedulrofmr  Huler.  ll  ia  aehame  aodaea^ 
dd  lo  bear  two  noblee.  whoae  hands  hate  baaa  m 
lorward  in  ibe  work  at  refarmBtiaii.  Oil  ipto  daeaH 
■bout  lucii  *aiii  fotiica  ■•  dcw  occopt  yoar  iboagbta. 
Bethink  you  bow  long  vou  baTs  UioDghl  with  dm 
miod.aeMt  wjtb  one  eye,  heard  wilb  one  ear,  oooficm- 
ed  by  your  nnioa  the  cDaoregaiion  of  iheCbanii,  ap- 
palled bjr  your  ioini  autiianty  ibe  oonKreftatioa  of 
Anli-CbrtM',  and  wilt  you  now  bll  into  diaiunl  abant 
■n  old  decayed  eaalle  and  a  b«  barreo  hille,  abonl 
the  lOTCa  end  likinga  of  a  bumble  qMamnin,  and  a 
il  bTcd  in  the  Mme  obacairiiy,  at  about  tbe  bmU 
'queelioDe  of  idle  Benealogyr' 

"Tbegood  man  hath  qsokentiRbt,  nobis  DeDflu'' 
■aid  Hurray,  nachins  him  hit  hand,  "our  union  u 
loo  eiasDltel  to  the  goad  cause  to  be  bn^en  off  opOB 
•uch  idle  lermi  of  diHeneioae.  I  am  fixed  lo  ■ratifr 
□lendinning  in  ihii  matter — my  promise  is  piwaii 
The  ware,  in  which  I  ha*e  had  my  share,  ban  madt 
mauyaraiDily  misenblei  I  will  al  least  try  if  I  m« 
not  make  one  hsppr.  Tom  are  maide  end  manon 
enow  in  Scoitano— I  promise  yon,  my  noble  ally,  ibal 
youna  Bennynsk  shell  be  richly  wived." 

"  My  lord,  said  Warden,  "  you  ipeak  rtobly,  and 
like  a  Chtiatian.  Alas!  this  is  aland  of  hatrvd  aoi 
bloodshed— lei  us  not  ehaae  from  ibenoe  the  few 
traeee  tbal  remun  of  Bentle  anddomeane  lore.— And 
be  not  too  tag/a  for  wealth  to  thy  ncMe  kiniman,  mj 
Lord  of  Morton,  seeing  eonlenlment  in  the  mamags 
■tale  no  way  depeodi  on  it" 

"If  you  sllude  lo  my  family  Tnielbrnme,"  aaid 
Morton,  wboae  Countew,  wedded  hy  him  for  bcr 
— ... ■  t j_  ^^^  insane  in  bei  mind,  "the 


bfiil  cbiruneon  id  fear  and  impatisMsmf 

Enough  of  tht%  good  and  temiMa  si.,     

Hurray ;  "  rou  tnnegrcaa  Ibe  pmdeoee  yonneU'  le- 
oomnKiidetr  eren  now.— We  an  now  clsas  upon  the 
TiUue,  and  the  proud  Abbot  ii  come  Knh  ai  tba 
bead  <»  hia  hive.  Thou  hast  pleaded  well  for  blM 
Wstden,  otherwise  I  had  taken  ibie  occasion  to  pidl 
down  the  neat,  end  cbsse  awey  the  itKiks;" 
""-V,  buldonr-  —  "  — ■-■  ■"--'—-   "- 


cause  than  his  prospeiit*.  Tou  cannot  inftict  man 
tbin  he  will  endurej  and  lbs  more  that  be  is  made  W 
bear,  the  higbcr  will  be  the  inOuenos  of  his  talenla  and 
his  couran.  In  his  oonvantual  throna,  he  will  lie  bM 
coldly  looked  on— disliked,  it  may  be,  and  ctnied 


aW,  Iht  •^'^ruuTnto'd 
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Bl  torn  hia  cndSi  of  fpU  bio  ■  cracdfii  of  wood— 
Mm  traTd  thtouglf  iha  land,  an  oppreesed  aod 
■mpomuhed  niwL  and  hia  palience,  tiia  eloquence, 
and  leanung,  will  »ia  mora  bearlB-  from  the  Kood 
causCi  than  all  ihe  mitred  abbota  of  ScoUand  hara 
been  able  to  moke  piay  of  duriog  the  laai  hundred 

"Tu^I  luab  [  nun,"  said  Monon,  "  (he  reveouea 
of  tbo  Halidome  will  bring  more  men,  Bpean,  and 
bOTMa.  into  Ihe  field  in  one  dsy.  than  bis  preaching 
is  a  wbola  lifetime.  These  are  nol  ihe  daya  of  Peter 
the  Hermit,  when  monka  could  march  armies  from 
Enatand  to  Jmiaalemi  but  gold  and  good  deeds  will 
rtTdo  aa  much  or  more  than  ever.  Had  Julian  Aye- 
Sit  John  Poater  1 
I  »Y,  confiacaling 
bia  ranfc-leelb." 

"We  will  surelj  lay  him  under  conlributioii,"  aoid 
Homy ;  "  and,  moreoTer,  if  he  deeirea  to  remain  in 
hi)  Abbey,  be  will  do  well  to  produce  Piercie  Sbaf- 

Aa  be  thne  epoke,  they  entered  the  market-place, 
diaiafniebed  by  theii  complete  armour  and  their 
fifty  pJume^  aa  well  as  by  the  number  of  followers 
beuinK  their  coloura  and  badges.  Both  theao  pow- 
eifal  nobles,  but  more  eepecially  Murray,  so  nearly 
diied  to  the  crown,  bad  al  that  time  a  retinue  and 
hmaehold  not  mnch  inferior  to  thai  of  ScottiBb 
rayalij.  As  they  advanced  into  the  mBrket-plaee, 
a  pnrsuiTant.  prcaaing  forward  from  ibeir  train,  ad- 
dreaaed  Ihe  monka  in  these  words^"The  Abbot  of 
Saint  Har/a  ia  commanded  to  appear  before  the 
Eari  of  Murray." 

"The  Abbot  of  St.  Mary's,"  aaid  EuBlace,      is,  m 

lony  of  his  conTent,  superior  to  every  tem- 

Loi  lbs  Earl  of  Murrsy,  if  he  aeelu  him. 


tbepairi 
porallon 


r.  Mun 


miled  a 


. ,, , „ -  -jfly  laititle,  he  ad- 

Tanced,  ac<:otnpBnied  by  Morton,  and  followed  by 
othera,  to  the  body  of  monks  assembled  around  the 
nosa.  There  was  an  sppearaneeof  shrinking  among 
them  at  the  approach  of  the  heretic  lord,  so  dreadfd 
ind  so  powerfut.  But  the  Abbot,  casting  on  (hem  a 
^auce  of  rebuke  and  encoursgemenl,  stepped  forth 
from  tbeir  ranks  like  a  coursgeoua  leader,  when  he 
sns  that  his  peraonsl  valour  must  be  displayol  to  re- 
live the  drooping  courage  of  hia  followers.  "  Lord 
Jamea  Steward* he  said,  "or  Earl  of  Murray,  if  that 
be  thy  title,  1,  Enstatius,  Abbot  of  Saint  Mary's,  de- 
mand by  what  right  you  have  filled  our  peaceful  vii- 
tuE.  and  siiTTOunded  our  brethren,  with  these  bands 
oTanned  rafal  If  hoapilalily  is  sought,  we  have 
qevCT  refuaan  it  to  courteous  asking— if  violence 
be  meant  aeHinsI  pcsccTul  churchmen,  let  ua  know 

"  ••• ■■"■  ""d  Ihe  obiecti" 

lurray,  "yom  language  would 

!  another  age,  and  a  presence  m- 
-  come  not  here  to  reply  lo  your  in- 
ns, but  lo  demand  of  you  why  you  have 

""—■--yourvaasolsm  arms,  and 

.._  .  _       ges^whereby  many  men 

HajiL  and  much  trouble,  perchance  breach 
o(  amitj  with  England,  is  likely  tu  ansel" 

"Ijuput  in /aInUa,  answered  ihc  Abbot,  scom- 
ftiUy.  The  wolf  occused  the  sheep  of  muddying 
the  stream  when  he  drank  in  it  above  her— but  it 
aerved  aa  a  preleil  for  devouring  her  Convocale 
the  Qtieen'a  lieges  1  I  did  so  to  defend  the  Uueen  a 
land  against  foreigners.  I  did  bnl  my  duly;  and  I 
reoet T  had  nol  the  means  lo  do  it  more  eHecUjally." 
^"And  waa  it  also  apart  of  yourduty  to  receive  and 
hirfiout  the  Ctueen  of  England's  rebel  and  Irsilor, 
ind  to  inflame  a  war  betwixt  England  and  Scol- 
tandl"  said  Murray.  ,      ,  ,.  ■  ■       , 

"In  my  younger  days,  my  lord,  answered  the  Ab- 
bot, with  tlie  aame  intrepidity,  "a war  with  England 
waa  no  such  dreaded  matter;  and  nol  meielv  a 
mitrad  abbot,  bound  by  his  rule  to  ahow  ho^itatinr 
and  aAiird  sanctuary  to  all,  bat  Ihe  pooresl  Scotliah 
peaaant  woidd  have  been  ashamed  to  have  pleaded 
fear  of  EngUnd  ai  Ihe  raaaon  for  ahutlins  hia  door 
•nunat  ■  persecnied  exile,    fiul  in  IhoM  olden  dan 


the  English  aeldom 

-  -     -      -■- fl 

„,.  the  Eail  0/  ..- ,      

when  Rome's  priests  were  permiiled  to  brave  noble- 
men will)  impunity.  Give  ua  up  this  Piercie  Sbafton, 
or  bymyfatuer'Bcreatl  wiltael  (by  Abbey  in  a  biishl 
Samel"^ 

"  And  if  thou  doat,  Lord  of  Morton,  its  mine  will 
tumble  above  the  tombsof  thine  own  ancestors.  Be 
the  issue  aa  GodwiUs,  the  Abbot  of  Saint  Mary'a 


said,  pointing  to 
among  shrines  ai 
lake  a  aesrch  for 
"Ye  shall  nvl 
and,  advauciiu  i 
phuiBl  flung  froi 
mufited.  ^^iB  I 
aaid  he;  "behold 

*I^roi2t^hSo 
L  of  the  privil 
/  an  at  tempt 
«n  of  this  no 
cottish  Pariis 
iwbere,  my  lords  1" 

Spare  your  threat*,"  aaid  Munay;  "it  mav  be, 
purpose  with  Sir  Piercis  Shafton  is  not  auch  u 
u  dosl  suppose— Attach  him,  pursuivant,  as  ooi 
pnaoner,  rescue  or  no  rescue." 

"  I  yield  myself,"  said  the  Euphuist,  "  reserving  mjr 
risht  to  defy  my  Lord  of  Murray  and  my  Lord  of 
Morton  to  single  duel  even  as  one  genlleman  may 
ind  salisfactioo  of  another," 

'    "  ■'         who  will  answer  yonr 


IS,"  said  the  EngLsh  knighi,  "  whoae  blood  runa 
rejiure  than  that  of  Piercie  Shafton  V 
Here  is  a  fliglil  for  you,  my  lord!"  said  Hurray, 
Aa  ever  waanuwn  by  a  wdd-goose,"  aaid  Stawaitb 
Ion,  who  had  DOW  approached  10  the  front  of  Ite 

Who  daiad  lo  aav  that  word  1"  aaid  the  Euphuist, 

"''"Tut!  man,"  aaid  B<Tuin,  "make  the  beel  of  it, 
thy  molher'e  father  waa  but  a  tailor,  old  Otenlilcfc 
of  Holdernasa— Why,  what!  beosuss  thou  art  a  mi«~ 
-ircnd  bird,  and  despieesi  ihine  own  natural  Lneagsk 
lud  niRlesl  in  unpaid  silks  and  velveta,  and  heqwat 
«mpany  with  gullania  and  cuuwa,  mual  we  loae  onr 
nemoryfor  Ibai7  Thy  mother,  Moll  Oversdich,  wu 
he  prettiest  wench  in  those  pirta— she  was  wedded 
by  wild  ShaCton  of  Wilverlon,  who,  men  aay.  waa 
akin  lo  the  Piercie  on  the  wiong  aide  of  the  blanket" 
"Help  the  kniabl  to  aome  strons  waters,''  said 
..__rIoni  "he  bulb  fallen  from  aucE  a  height,  tltat 
he  is  stunned  with  the  lumble." 

In  Cact,  Sir  Piercie  Shafton  looked  like  a  ma> 
ilticken  by  a  ihundetboli,  whik  nol  with  standing  iha 
wriouaness  of  the  sceike  hitherto,  no  one  of  those 
present,  not  even  Ihe  Abbot  himself,  could  refrain 
froni  laughing  at  the  rue(ul  and  mortified  sipresaiau 

"  Laugh  on,"  be  said  at  length,  "  laugh  on,  my 
masters/'  abnigginft  hia  ahouldos;  it  is  nol  for  ma 
to  bs  oflcndcvl— yel  would  I  know  full  fain  from  that 
sqnire  who  is  laughing  with  ibe  toudeai,  how  he  had 
discovered  this  unhappy  blot  in  an  otherwise  wot- 
lesa  tineafte,  and  for  what  purpoae  be  halh  made  it 
known!" 

"fmakeiiknownr'  saidHalberl  Qlendinning,  in 


athetic  appeal  waa 


made,— "I  never  heard  the  thing  lUI  this  moment"* 
•  Tba  uiMniHia  oT  innUni  the  MuhlD  tuUt  oTflb- PMt- 
iJsBbaftiiB.brmiMiWtn'm  with  ■  bodkiii,  Mfeatlnar^ 

PMer.  1teMnf>£D^WR>i»,lothe*Uk.iiibs*B<nr|<'"-<« 
•skaKMiidsdisbeaBiiatarHiivstaaiBBrpmNt,  M& 


"  Why,  did 
lear'nidrbouit 

"Noll, by  Heai 
lerputb  m  my  lii 

,"  B"aLcrDai 


"  said  Bolton ; 


it-if  be  bi 
widoWa  fr 
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(bat  old  rudeaoldin  learn  it  from  "It  ia  indued  tbalovelr  Hnindi,"  aaid  the  knigbl, 
"  whose  meriu  toward  lier  detoled  seivanl  deaerrcd 
hJEhn  rank  tbui  he  bad  to  bestow." 

I  Buspecl,  though,"  snid  Hurray,  "(hat  we  ahoold 
not  fanve  beard  oflhc  Miller's  diugtiler  being  midei 
lady,  hod  not  (he  knight  proved  tobethefpvndsonof 

"Hy  lord,"  said  Sir  Piercie  Shafton,  "  jl  ia  poor 
valour  to  strike  hiin  thsl  cannot  smita  asaio ;  sod  I 
hope  you  will  conaider  what  is  due  to  a  prisona  by 
the  law  of  ami^  and  eny  nothing  more  OD  this  odioiB 


..-,     -_d  Dame  Gleodinnina,  buntinK  in  her  mm 
From  the  crowd.     "  My  son,  this  is  Stawirtb  Bolton, 
'e  owe  life,  sad  the 


I  these  noble  loids  u 


Bt  likely,  use  tbine 


ly  of  thine  Have  me  the  foi 

1  ptdpfaesieal ;  and  where  4 

the  mother,  looking 


orders,  and  become  a  monk  of  this 


WhiuHeadr 

ward  hss  iski 
Abbey." 

"A  monk  and  a  soldierl— Evil  trades  both,  my 
Bood  dame.  Bettor  have  made  one  a  ""™'  niii.i«r 
fssbioner,  like  old  Oycroliich  of  Holden 


low  to  call 

The  soldier  dia 


old  Ovcrol 


"  My  d. 


...  jr  the  sol 

n  the  field,  the  ma 

"  said  Halberl,  " 


;:.j," 


Edward— can  I  not  speu 

"  He  has  Just  left  ua  for  the  present."  asid  Fatht 
Philip,  "uponan- '- l..__..  .,.i..„ 

"  And  Mary,  mj 
Hnry  Aveoel  waa 

aoon  wilhdrnwn  f. 

tb«r  varioua  chances  of  forti 

While  tbe  mbordinate  personages  thus  disposed 
tbemselrea,  tbe  Abbot  held  setions  discussion  wi 
Ihe  two  Earls,  and,  partly  yieldine  lo  their  riemant 
partly  defendmg  himself  with  sliill  snd  eloqueni 
was  enabled  lo  make  a  compoailion  for  his  ConvcT 
which  left  it  proviaionally  in  no  worae  ailuation  thi 
before.    The  Earla  were  the  more  reluctant  to  dri.„ 
matters  loeilremity,  since  be  proleatcd,  that  if  urged 
beyond  what  bis  conscience  would  comply  with,  be 
wottld  throw  the  whole  lands  of  the  Honssiery  tnio 
ibc  Ouaen  of  Scollsiid's  hsnds,  to  bs  diapoeed of  at 
bar  plaaaurs.     Tfaia  would  not  havs  answered  tht 
views  of  the  Earls,  who  were  contented,  for  the  time, 
with  a  moderate  aacrJIIca  of  money  and  lands.    Mat- 
ters being  so  far  settled,  the  Abbot  became  eniiout 
fin  the  fateof  Sir  Ptercie  Shafton,  and  implored  mer- 


"It  ia  BIyaie  Haroer,  tbe  Miller's  dsnghler,  on  my 
liftr'aaidTibbTacket.  "I  thought  tbe  pride  of  these 
Piereiea  would  have  afa'." 

ojnwDT^  huBUdcuIla,  hlEihi  Ion  witk  a  naidsBi 

ftnpmr  of  dsbat.  The  lever,  reoalns  and  aniAtM.  ntd 
ia  Uln  apmHlwith  tfii  DwuT  i%t,  iani  bs  mar>i)™» 
cml,  and  sMuii  Uie  vtel«T  is  thsiviuaiwl.  ilia  Mtt  tjan  ll 
eatar  an  lbs  Kpie  sf  psdifiss.   Tto  ilwsif  |ivH  Ib  lUna 


gr  of  Ihe  good  fsthna  will 

w   "  ;h  with  hergsy  brideCToora." 

lot,"  f  aid  Shafton,  "the  ceremonial  Rath 
be  y  performed." 

t  be  the  worse  of  another  bolting,"  said 

H  :e  to  take  mulluie  twice  frotn  tbe  aime 

...i  Miller  off  him, "said  Murray,  "or  be 

will  worry  him  dead.  The  Abbot,  my  lord,  ofler*  us 
the  hoepilallly  of  the  Convent ;  I  move  we  abould  re- 

EBirlhillier,  Sir  Piercie  and  all  of  us.  I  must  learn  lo 
now  the  Maid  of  A venel— to-mono w  I  muai  act  u 
her  father— All  Scotland  shall  see  bow  Hurray  can 

Mary  Avenel  and  her  lover  avoided  meeting  the 
Abbot,  and  took  up  Ihetr  temporary  abode  in  a  house 
of  IheviUaKe,  where  neil  day  their  hands  were  united 

by  the  Protestant  preacher  ' '  '"""  — 

Earls.    On  the  aor-  -■— ' 

bride  deported,  under  sn  escort  wbict 

duct  him  to  the  sea-aide,  and  sie  him  c 

Low  Countries.     Enrly  on   tbe  folIoi.-..„  .„ 

the  bands  of  the  Earls  were  under  march  to  the  C»f- 
tle  of  Avenel,  to  invest  the  young  biidegroom  with 
the  properly  of  his  wife,  which  was  eurtendered  to 
them  without  oppoaiiion. 

But  not  wilhoui  those  omens  which  aeemed  lo 
m»rl.  oviTv  remarkable  event  which  befell  the  faled 
Mary  take  poBseesioo  of  Ihe  andenl  esa- 
refalhers.  Tho  aamo  warlike  form  which 
nao  Bppenredmorc  than  once  at  Glendearg.  waa  ateo 
by  Tibb  Tacliel  and  Martin,  who  retumrd  with  tbtir 
young  miatiesa  to  partake  her  altered  forii 


Piercie  Shafton  and  his 
imbatk  for  the 


tfe'^f&erfo 


rished  iiB  ham 


IS  they  advanced  ui 


truBiy  servanla  made  their  v 
Dame  Qlcndinnine,  who.  with 


'e  tbe  play  be  played  oi 


y,  which  was  surmounted 


While  these  afTairs  were  passing.  Edward  had  hkt- 
den  himself  and  his  surrowa  in  the  paternal  Tower 
of  Olendean.  where  every  object  waa  full  of  mailer 
for  bitter  reffklion.  The  Abbot's  kindneas  had  det- 
patched  him  thither  upon  pretence  of  placing  aonM 
pipiJslimwjhm.iniiiwUna.hiiii.lo  pwm  it  u  lbs  cwstwtfs 
lie  ii  Mil  cMnc  UmiDlfiuiisriiii  air]  on  Iba  •iibi«l  oThn  bmilt. 
It  has  Iha  eifcet  aceordjoflly.  Tlieftiunl.iipdav"---*— ^  " — 
■lluilwi  lui  iiihailMiiri  iifniiii  iJI*  ■■initriii 
tB^a  btoeV^ii  thrown  pa>  a  *ea^  __„ 
nmt KSt. SB* tbejUuibiei  ^be^te.  "™™ 
ifws  npiKise  tna  dwan^  lo  repwsent  lbs  nnvpl  vsnef 
lislive.--tBU  "  bw  n  oar  jDSnibvn  wbtAwvm  saksll 
vToui  ii£*,"-ths  mdi  iSiman  Inatsioat  alkcm. 


S*t 


n 


OiuiF.  XXXYIL] 


THE  MONASTERY. 


pipon  baloogmg  to  the  Abbey  in  eafety  and  lecrecy; 
bot  in  reality  to  meveot  hie  witneaeiog  the  triumph 
of  hie  brother.  Throoj^  the  deeerted  apartments,  tlM 
loene  of  ao  many  bitter  reflections,  the  unhappy 
youth  stalked  like  a  discontented  ghost,  conjuring  up 
around  him  at  every  step  new  aubjects  for  sorrow 
and  for  self-torment  Impatioit,  at  length,  of  the 
suie  of  irritation  and  agoniied  recollection  in  which 
be  ibond  hmiself,  he  rushed  out,  and  walked  hastily 
op  the  flen,  as  if  to  shake  off  the  load  which  hung 
qx>n  bis  mind.  The  sun  was  setting  when  he 
reached  the  entrance  of  Corri-nan-shian,  and  the  re- 
collection of  what  he  had  sera  when  he  last  visited 
that  haunted  rafine,  burst  on  his  mind.  He  was  in 
a  homour,  howerer,  rather  to  aedt  out  danger  than  to 
avoid  it. 

**  I  win  face  this  mystic  being,"  he  said  x  "  she  fore- 
told the  fiite  which  has  wrapped  me  in  this  dress, — 
I  will  know  whether  she  has  aught  dse  to  tell  me  of 
a  life  which  cannot  but  be  miaerable." 

He  failed  not  to  see  the  White  Spirit  sealed  by  her 
accustomed  haunt  and  singing  in  her  usual  low  and 
■west  tone.  While  she  sung  she  seemed  to  look 
with  sorrow  on  her  golden  zone,  which  waa  now  di- 
auiuahed  to  the  fineness  of  a  silken  thread. 

**  Fan  thee  w«ll.  thou  H0II7  green  I 
111011  sheh  eoldon  now  be  eeen. 


With  an  thy  flittediw  cailuMk  beodtac 
Am  to  craet  my  elow  deeoandkiff, 
aiutl&if  the  twwildarTfatod. 
Who  aeoe  thee  wmve  without  a  wind. 

^*  FaywU,  fcuntein  I  nownotloac 
BBsIt  thoa  uwiHUMy  to  iny  eons. 
While  Woiy«tal  bofablee  Mefa«, 
Keep  ths  tkne  io  myetio  deaeiac, 


RiM  and  ewell.  an  bait  and  loet, 
lika  mortal  ammee  by  tNtane  en 
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"Tlie  knot  of.lkte  at  knrlh a  tied. 
Hm  Cfauri  ie  Lord,  the  Maid  k  Bride. 
Vdiifar  did  my  masie  eMchC 
Secdthe  lover  ftomlwri^ ; 
Wither  bvh.  and  pemh  wSl. 

The  Viaion  seemed  to  weep  while  she  sung :  and 
the  words  impressed  on  Edward  a  .melancholy  be- 
liefl  that  the  aUiance  of  Mary  with  his  brother  inight 
be  fatal  to  them  botL 


Here  terminates  the  First  Part  of  the  Benedictine's 
Manuscript  I  have  in  vain  oideavoured  to  ascer- 
tam  the  precise  period  of  the  story,  as  the  dates  cannot 
be  exactly  reconciled  with  those  of  the  most  accre- 
dited historiea  But  it  is  astonishing  how  careless  the 
writers  of  Utopia  are  upon  these  important  subjects. 
I  observed  that  the  learned  Mr.  Laurence  Templeton, 
in  his  late  publicatioB.  entitled  IvAinioa,  has  not 
only  blessed  the  bed  of  Edward  the  Confessor  with 
an  offspring  unknown  to  history,  with  sundry  other 
solecisms  of  the  same  kind,  but  has  inverted  the  or- 
der of  nature,  and  feasted  his  swine  with  acorns  in 
the  midst  of  summer.  All  that  can  be  alleged  by  the 
warmest  admirer  of  this  author  amounts  to  this,— 
that  the  circumstances  objected  to  are  just  as  true  as 
the  rest  of  the  story;  which  appears  to  me  (more  es- 
pecially in  the  matter  of  the  acorns)  to  be  a  very  im- 
perfect ddence^  and  that  the  author  will  do  well  to 
profit  by  Captam  Absolute's  advice  to  his  servant, 
and  never  tell  him  more  lies  than  are  indispensably 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  TBB  ABBOT. 


INTRODUCTORY    EPISTLE 

THE  AUTHOR  OF  "WAVERLEY,"  TO  CAPTAIN  CLUTTERBUCK, 


I n'lut  Bima  (ujllr  ut  tbi^  matr—iigii, nMnrtog, rt^Uy  mm 
whldi  I  wu  uawiiiiiv  id  'b,!*  tha  pKiod.  lad  antnl  rtik* 

IMpiblig UIMiiaa i  IB Uh  V*'j%<^'|>Lr'^!IS?''  wbiil 

I  ean^lii^ftia  ran  iifwa  r«ur  havinr  IbiiBil  il  cwlitMl  vim 
pnd«M  to  oMuUil)  rov  UlbuUi  w  tmirmm^  tba  eolq^^ 

ud  of  r«iF  Iwr'a  Li*arr.  fwbdiked  inn  lAdpiofe.I—AirD*  talk 
or  coBlllfMniyinir  dHcniuivviHiHn  AdlhB  "Ruuaf  KaaM- 
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■CHAl^XR  I. 


TuE  dine  HfaiebpaMCBoVH  our betdsiDimpocqi- 
ab]y,  makes  tbcBiinegriidual  thanRe  inhabili,  man- 
nen.  and  cfau-acler,  u  in  peisonaTBpHannce.  At 
IbB  reTolulion  of  every  Sve  yean  we  nnd  ounielvsa 
anoiher,  &ad  yet  ihe  wme— tkere  is  a  change  of  view^ 
and  na  leas  of  the  lirfil  m  which  we  regftd  them ;  e 
chuRc  of  molives.aa  hcQ  aa  of  aclions.  Nearly 
twice  that  n^ace  had  glided  away  over  the  head  of 
Hklbon  Glendinning  and  his  ladr,  belwiil  ihe  period 
of  our  fonner  nartBMve,  in  which  they  plnyed  t  -*- 
trnguiahedpart,  and  ihc  dale  ilwhicb  our  presen 


ion  calamity  of  ^ 
■raw  of  [hat  -unhappy  • 
iwotd  was  direcied  agi 
OleDdinoiDR,  had  provei 
him.  a  Eleady  friend,  at 
eooQcil,  adhering  lo  him 

wooldeitlier  have  aldod 


baiban 
lonanJ 


9  court  He  was  ihua 
e,  absent  Iroin  hia  cam 
is  ground  of  reftret  w 


id  from  hia  lady  \ 


__ 1  been  blessed  with  children,  to  occupy 

tho  Bitention  of  ihe  Lady  of  Avcnel,  while  she  waa 
thus  deprived  of  ber  huehand'a  donieaiic  society. 

On  such  orcasiooa  ahe  lived  almoai  entirely  ae- 
eluded  ftom  the  world,  wilhia  the  walla  oCher  pater- 
nal manaion.  Viaitini;  amoiiKBt  neighboura  waa  ■ 
nailer  entirely  oat  of  liie  question,  unlcas  on  occasions 
of  Bolemn  feaUvaL  and  then  il  waa  chiefly  confined  lo 
neaikindnd.  Or  Ihoac  the  Lady  of  Avenel  had  none 
who  survived,  and  iho  dames  of  iho  nraghbounnB 
barons  afii^eled  to  r(«ard  herleae  aa  the  heiress  of  the 
Bouse  of  Avenel,  than  aa  ihe  wife  of  a  peassnl,  (be 
Bon  of  a  chuTch-vaasal,  reiaed  up  to  muahroom  onu- 
aence  by  the  capridoua  favour  of  Murray. 

This  pride  of  ancealry,  which  rankled  m  the  boaom 
of  ibe  ancient  gentry,  was  more  onenly  erpressod  by 
ihcirUdiea,BndWas,  tnoreovenerabillercd  note  little 
by  the  political  fcuila  of  tho 


SiaCaai 


necounta,  aa  m .    _ 

It*  lady  as  could  well  be  ini^ 
eroential  rccommcndotiori  of 
reader  is  already  aware  that  t 
upon  an  ialel  in  a  snmll  lake,  ai 
bf  a  caueeway,  intersected  by  a  i 
by  two  drawbridKCS,  eo  that, 
-    '■■  =-i  ihoao  daye  be  cc"""'" 


male  inhi 

am  all  pie 
liijl,  nearl 

qualified 

wiih  (be 
lend  thus 

whde  Ihe 

leftlhe  el 
col  Cages. 

One  guest  only  resii 
attheCaade  oTAvei 
who  nowfklt  biKuell 
imposed  on  the  reforr 
leal  given  personal  < 
noblea  and  chieta,  di 
feclly  safe,  luileaa  whi 


had  fi 


lerly  d.... 


',  arid  the  aetvice  of 

waa  aufficient  for  thai  pi 
ger  ihmlened,  an  ample 


ample  gamai 


_—  as  it  was  termod, 
Abbol  Euatalia,  formerly  the  Sub-PMor  of 
n.tui.i.juli  air.  Answers,  replica,  dupliea  triplia*  <iii.a- 
druplies,  followed  thick  upon  each  other,  and  dia- 
played,  as  is  not  unusual  in  coDiraveiBy,  fully  aa 
much  zeal  as  Christian  charil)'.  The  dtspuiation 
very  soon  became  as  cclcbraEol  aa  that  of  John 
Knoi  and   the  Abbot  of  Croersgud,  laRed  nearly 

tians  to  which' il  gave  rise  may  te  Bs^ireciou* 
in  the  eyea  of  bibLo^traphera.  •  But  the  engrossinB 
nature  of  his  occi^ialion  rendered  Ihe  theok^nui  not 
[be  nioal  inlereatiiig  companion  for  a  solitary  female ; 
anii  hia  grav%  alem,  and  abaorbed  deporimenl,  which 
seldom  ebowed  any  inlereal  except  in  that  which 
concerned  his  religioua  profeaaion,  made  his  presence 
ratbci  add  lo  than  duniniri)  the  gloom  which  hung 
over  ihe  Castle  of  Avend.  To  auperinlend  4ta  tasks 
of  numerous  female  domeatio^  waa  the  principal  port 
of  (he  Ladif  a  doily  employmenl ;  her  q>iijdle  and  dis' 
taHi  her  Bible,  and  a  aali(arv  walk  upon  the  batile- 

aionally,  but  more  seldom,  upon  the  banks  ot  the  bitla  ' 
lak^  conaiunedtbe  real  of  tho  day.  But  so  great  was 
ihe  jnaecurity  of  (he  period,  that  when  sha  ventured 
10  extend  her  walk  beyond  the  hamlet,  the  warder  on 
the  walch-lowar  waa  diiecled  lo  kecv  a  ahaip  look- 
out ID  every  diiBclion,  and  IburorQve  men  held  ihem- 
ael>ea  in  leadineaa  lo  mount  and  aally  forth  from  Ibe 
caade  on  the  sligbteal  appearance  of  alarm- 
Thus  stood  afTaira  at  Ihe  caalle,  when,  after  an 
abaenoe  of  several  weeks,  the  Knight  of  Avanel, 
which  was  now  the  title  moal  fftqoently  given  to 
Sir  Halberl  Glendinning,  waa  doily  BXpectnd  lora- 
lum  homo.  Day  after  day,  however,  paaaed  away, 
and  he  returned  not.  Letters  in  tli  
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m  of  all  kinds  wta  fir ■ A 

muttlt  •no  no  man  oml  to  gi»8  any  p 

lion  of  the  lime  tnd  daerVoD  of  ■  journei  ■ 

mishi  in  iGitl  cue  meet  with  mora  t  a 

fhendE  upon  the  road.    The  predsedii)',  if 

Sir  Halben'B  relura  wai  nol  fixed,  bul  ll  s 

lady's  hiu\  eipei:Uiion  liad  calculaleit  t 

ownmiadliBd  lunn  amre  passed,  and  d 

besBo  to  make  Ihe  heart  sick.  . 

II  was  upon  (he  BVoninR  of  a  sultir  summers  day, 
when  Iho  ian  waa  half  sunk  behind  the  disisal  wesl- 
em  mounlBine  of  Liddndalo,  Ihal  tbe  Lady  look  her 
•olilory  walk  on  ihe  baiilemenu  of  a  range  of  build- 
tngi,  which  formed  the  franl  of  the  caslle,  where  a 
flal  roof  of  nHg-Bton«i]ire«ented  a  broad  and  cotiye- 
nient  promenade.  The  lerel  surface  of  Ibe  lake, 
undiBlurbMleicepibf  the  occasiDnal  dipping  of  a  loal- 
duck,  oi  cool,  waa  gilded  with  the  beams  of  the  mt- 
Itng  lumlnBry,  and  reflected,  as  if  in  s  goUen  mirror, 
(be  hilla  nmonge(  which  it  lay  embosomed..  The 
acene,  otherwise  so  lonely,  was  occasionally  enUvened 
t^  the  voices  of  the  children  in  the  village.  ublcL 
aotiened  bydistanco,  reaohed  the  ear  of  Iho  Lady  m 
Beraoliiary  walk,  or  by  ihe  distant  call  of  the  herdi- 
mao,  as  he  guided  Ilia  catlle  from  ibe  glen  m  wbicb 

tbajr  had  pastuml  all  day,  lo  i*ico  ihem  ir '— 

aacurily  (br  (ha  night,  in  ihe  imniediale  victni 

TillaDe.    Thedoep  lowingof  ihecowiaeeaiL 

mand  ihc  eltendanc«  of  the  milk-nMdene,  wbo.  sing- 
'ngahrilly  and  memly,  slrollnl  forth,  each  with  hsr 


pan  on  her  bead,  to  allend  (o  iheduiyof  IbeeveninB. 
TheLadyof  Avenel  looked  and  listened;  (he  Bounds 
which  she  beard  remiikded  hot  of  former  aaya,  when 
her  n]oa(  important  enyitayinenl,  aa  well  HSherRrest- 
Mt  delight,  waa  (o  aa«8(  Dame  Qlendinning  and  Tib 
Tacket  in  milking  the  cowa  ai  Glendcark.  The 
thought  waa  Iraught  wi(h  melancholy. 

"Whywaalno(,"abeaatd,  "the peasant Rirl  which 
in  all  men's  eyea  I  aeemed  lo  be.1  Halbert  and  I  had 
then  n>cnt  our  life  peacefidly  in  hie  native  (tlcn,  un- 
diaoiroed  by  (he  phantoms  either  of  fear  or  of  ambi- 
tion.  His  Grealcsi  pride  had  then  been  to  ahow  the 
fairest  henTin  the  HaUdomej  his  grealeat  danger  lo 
repel  aome  pilfering  snatdier  from  the  Border;  and 
the  u(mosi  distance  which  would  have  divided  us, 
would  hsTO  been  the  chase  of  some  oul -lying  deer. 
Bul  alaal  wbal  avails  the  blood  which  Ralbert  liai 
ahed,  and  Ibe  dBugcn  which  he  encounter^  lo  sup- 
~'~" land  rank,  dear  to  him  because  he  baa  ii 


which  w 


aholl  n 


d,  looking 


,  .    .If  of  Avenel  must  exjMrc.' 

She  anghed  as  these  reflections  arose,  and,  loohinf 

Owards  Ihe  shore  of  the  lake,  her  eye     

ly  a  fnroup  of  children  of  varioui  ages, 
ee  ■  lillle  ship,  constructed  hy  some  vuiat 
■erform  its  first  voyaee  on  ihe  wslcr.  Il  waa 
:he  shouts  ol  liny  TOiees  and  the  rle 
■  ■  1  bravely  forlh  on  its  voy 
'hich  promised  lo  carry 


jildehanda,  and  sli 


IDg  their  speed  sgainal 


™for'^ 


«f^ 


■I   IV 

jopy, 

■1^  of 

^l?li^< 


lagers,  wbo  were  disUDl  speclatora  of  (be  incidoil, 
— billed  10  give  (bemaelvei  no  uneaainess  on  bis  ae- 
unt,  she  auppoaed  ihal  he  traa  accusiomcd  (o  ihe 
erase,  and  uial  there  waa  no  danger.  But  whether, 
awimmirut,  the  boy  bad  alruck  his  breast  agaioai  a 
nken  rock,  or  whether  ha  was  Euddenly  takot 
ilh  cramp,  or  whether  he  had  over-catculaled  his 
VD  Bliength.  il  »o  happened,  iha(  when  he  bad  &- 
ibarrassed  the  lillle  plaything  fiom  the  Stgi  ia 


ilsngled,  and  sent  il  fbriranl  «! 

Ecuce  swam  a  few  yards  in  hit  way 

'hen  ho  raised  bltnsdf  suddenly  fnnu 

screamed  aloud,  clapptag  bis  hand*  ii 


isX'. 


othepiideof  Sielaki.      ._. 

UB  itonlhefi 

ach  olher  as  they  sprang  like 

ihinglyyer^oflhctake-The 

from  Ihe  spot  where  il  had  been  launch<>d,    'iTiei^i^hi 
of  iheir  sporta  i 
~     '    of  Avenel. 

)f  these  praiilcrs 


n  ihe  mind  of  the  childtet 

■•'«,:...: „ 

tinued,  pursuing  the  tenor  of  her  melancholy  reflec- 

coirseflt  food — and  1,  who  could  nurse  them  in  nlenly. 
I  am  doomed  never  to  hesra  child  rail  me  mother  F' 
The  thought  surt  on  her  he  an  with  a  bitlemess 
which  resembled  envy,  so  deeply  is  the  desire  of  off- 
ninnH  implanted  m  (he  female  bresal.  She  pressed 
her  hanoa  logeihar  aa  if  ahe  were  wringing  them  in 
ma  extremity  of  her  desolate  feeling,  as  one  whom 
Haannhad  written  childless.  A  large  staghound  of 
Ibe  greyhound  species  approached  at  tbia  moment, 
Ud,  atnaciedpahape  byftegealutc,  licked  her  bands 


d.  clapptot 

, ,.„'Bion  of  fear  and  pi 

The  Lady  of  Avenel,  msianlly  taking  the  Biaras 
called  haslily  lo  ihe  at  lends  ola  to  get  the  boB(  rcsii^ 
Bul  (his  was  an  afTair  of  some  lime.  The  only  boat 
pcrmiiicd  lo  be  used  on  ihe  lake  was  niooml  wiihia 
itie  second  cul  which  inlcrsecled  the  canid,  and  ^i 
was  several  minules  ere  it  could  be  unTtiooiid  awJ 
got  underway.  Mean  lime,  the  Lody  of  Avend,wilb 
agonizing  aniiely,  aaw  that  Ihe  eubrts  which  UK 
poor  bov  made  lo  keep  himself  afloat,  were  now  el- 
chanBcd  fota  faint  Biru^ine,  which  would  soon  ha" 
been  over,  but  for  aid  efljally  prompt  and  unhortd 
for.  Viols,  who,  like  some  of  thai  Isrse  HKciee  nl 
id,  waa  a  prnctisrd  wsler-dog,  had  maikol 
"  er  anxieiy,  and,  quiilinK  his  miniftri 
?ht  Ihe  neareat  poini  from  which  he 
ifoly  plunac  into  (he  lake.  With  ibr 
wonderlul  maiinci  which  theu  noble  snimala  blip 
so  of Icn  displayed  in  theliliecirciim!>ianrca,bcswsDi 
BIniighl  10  (he  S]WI  where  his  assistance  was  so  murli 
wanted,  and  seizing  the  child'B  iirdet-drcEa  in  In* 
moulh,  he  not  only^ept  him  afloat,  but  towed  hisi 
lowDrds  ihe  causeway.  The  boaL  having  put  di 
Willi  a  couple  of  men,  mcl  Ihe  dog  half-way,  and  le- 
heved  him  of  bis  buiden.  They  landed  on  the  ciusl- 
»'By,  close  by  the  gale  of  Ibe  easlle,  with  ibeir  jn 
Idtksa  cheige,  and  were  there  mcl  by  the  Lady  ef 
Avenel,  aiicndedby  one  or  two  of  her  moidf  ns,eagerlj 
waiting  lo  administer  assislanec  to  ihc  sufferer. 

He  was  borne  inlo  the  castle,  deposi  tod  upon  a  bed. 
and  every  mode  of  rccoiery  resorted  to,  nhicb  tlu 
knowledge  of  ihe  limes,  and  ibcekill  of  Henry  Wsi- 
den,  who  profeestd  some  medical  science,  couk!  dic- 
tate. For  Bome  lime  il  was  all  in  vsin,  and  iheLadi 
watched  with  unnieakebic  enmcplnccB  Ifao  patbd 
countenance  of  Ibe  l>eautiful  child.  He  seemed  about 
ten  years  old.    HisdrcsB  was  of  the  meanrsl  sort,  bu^ 


partook  not  of  ,iha_t 
prouder  could  he 


overly  of  a 


.    TV 


THE  ABBOT. 

vjwred  by  ^SKno, 


lae  chila  loywii  wiuks;  it  muet  t»  jrounn  lo  brmK 
him  up.  thai  lie  mny  not  one  day  wish  (bal  he  hul 

"Ir  aball  be  mjr  charge,"  elid  rhoLldyi  and  agiun 
thmwios  her  arma  around  the  boy,  she  overwhelmed 
him  with  kisses  and  careft9ee,  ■□  much  waa  she  agi- 
laled  by  the  leiror  ariaiag  Trom  liie  danger  in  which 
he  had  been  ju9t  placed,  and  by  joyal  his  uneipecl«d 

"  Bui  vc«  are  nol  my  molhcr,"  slid  (he  bay, 
Tering  ftia  recallficiion,  and  cndemniTing,  it 
binuy,  lo  escape  from  ihe  caresses  of  Ihe  La 
ATend;  "you  are  nol  my  mother— ains  1  1  hn 
moihcr^-only  I  have  dreami  Ihnt  I  had  one." 

ibe  Lady  of  Avcnel  i    "  bimI  I  will  be  myself 
■nolbeT.     Surely  God  haa  beard  my  wishes  a 


hathse 


'  affeclioni 

— ivrards  Warden  as  s 

preacher  hesiluied  whal  he  should  re 

paaatoniie  feeling,  which,  perhaps,  

the  mean  while,  the  large  sUE-hound,  WoU  wb' 
drippiag  wet  as  he  wa^  had  followed  his  miat 
Ola  the  Bparlmenl.  and  had  asle  by  the  bedsid 
laiieni  and  quiet  apeciator  of  ell  the  means  usee 
resuiiCLiaiion  of  the  being  whom  he  had  preser 
BOW  becime  impaiicnt  of  remaining  any  longer 
noiind.  and  be^an  lo  whine  and  fawn  upon  ihe  Lady 
wiih  lua  greal  rough  pawB. 

'■Yes,'^»he  aaid,  "good  Wolf,  and  you  ahall  be 
remembered  alao  for  youi  day's  work ;  and  I  will 
mink  the  more  of  you  for  having  preserved  the  life  of 

Bui  Wolf  waa  not  quile  saiiaSed  with  the  afaars  of 

'  ich  ho  thus  altractedj   he  peraisted  in 

pawing  upon  his  mistieas,  his  csresses 

more  iroublesome  by  his  lona  shaggy 

1  much  and  thoroughly  wctied,  till  she 


o  this 


vtoning  and 

luir  being  sr 

funiliar,  lo  call  the  aiiii 

Ilia  raiilreaa  poaiiively  cl „,. 

in  an  angry  tone :  when,  luraing  towards  the  bed, 
which  ihabor  still  lay,  half  uwalte  lo  senaslic 
drownnl  in  the  roeanoers  of  a  fluctuaiin)    ' 
lit  uttered  a  deep  and  savage  BTOi 

«•«  and  lipe,  showing  his  full  rB..„ 

■nirpened  teelb,  which  mishl  have  matched  ihoie  of 
-■-—■'  --J  .<-—  . — -■ -■,  sullenly  fol- 


loflh 


"Itisnondar."  saidtbo  Lady,  addi 
ihe  animal  is  not  only  so  good-naiurea 
amnilariy  tbnd  of  children.    What  cac 
»« liltle  fellow  whose  life  he  haa  saved  T 
IJogs,"  replied  the  preacher,  " 


ing  Warden ; 


tetjingupon  hia  own 
ov  gpud  lady,  ia  a  p 
•ndih^bfien  evince 

Pf*T?>i»»  which  tht, „ ,  

"nnduala  of  (heir  own  epeelcs,  but  even  when  thi.. 
iTili  are  children.  You  have  caressed  that  child 
owb  and  eagerly,  and  the  dos  conaJers  himself  as 


-. „UlwlhB 

...jujjh  their  in  a  tine  (  be 
poor  mortal  man  when 
ited  povFBrs.    Jealousy, 

miy  with  reipoct  to  Ihe 


>  diacaided  tiii 

J--.-  „..vity  witu 
[fw  nand,  1  would 


he  gravity  with  which  yi 


"  said  Ihe  Lady;  " 


fpd  ftiend,  1  would  almost  say  that  you  supposed 
wa  ■nguiai  jealousy  of  my  favooiiie,  Wolf,  was  not 
WjTwell  founded,  but  jusiitiable.    But  perhaps  you 

"laeidonijeat."  answered  ihepreacheri  "lifewsa 
lant  lo  us  to  be  eipended  in  that  idle  mirth  which 
■nUes  the  crackling  of  tboma  under  the  pot.  I 
M  only  have  you  danra.  if  il  so  plaaaa  you,  Ihii 


eelinga,  when  lodulgod  lo  eiceaa,  m«y  ffvepain  (o 
iihen.  TberA  is  bul  one  in  which  ws  may  iDdutge  M 
bo  utmost  limit  of  vefaemeace  of  whicb  oar  bosom  ia 
:apable,  Mcure  thateicess  cannot  exist  in  Ihegreu- 
!Bl  inwruilylo  which  it  can  be  excited— I  mean  lbs 

"Surely,"  said  the  Lady  of  Avenei,  "weareeom- 
nanded  by  the  same  auihoriiy  lo  love  out  neifhbour  T' 
"Ay,  madam,"  said  Warden,  "  bul  our  Itive  lo  Chid 


vh6le  heart,  and 


'Th^' 


1— we  ate  to  bva  b 
iir  whole  soul,  ami 
whicli  the  prMepI  ci 
ibour,  has  alliii  ' 

sewtaere  eiplaii 


'---led  by  the  great 

3uld  do  unto  uK  Here  tbere  is  a 
even  to  the  most  praise wortfav' of 
ar  sa  they  are  turned  upon  auMu- 
1  objects.  We  are  to  rendh  to  oar 
er  lie  his  rank  or  degtee,  that  cor- 
I  of  affection  with  Which  weeotUd 
'0  should  ourselves  be  regarded  by 
.1 ,6  relation  to  us.    Hence, 


wife,  ndlher 


^t^f^lVl 


.,  _..  lawfully  t( 

dolatry.  The  Lord  our  Ood  ia  a 
ill  not  endure  that  we  bestow  on 
ilraniiiy^ot  devotion  whjch  K* 


u,  Lady,  that  even  in  [^e  fairest  and  jiursat, 

ginsl  taint  of  sin  which  ought  to 
d  hedtate,  en  we  indofte  ihem  to 


have  urged  aughi  b^ond  Ihe  lin 
'  "shea 


havelaviXj 
t  lovely.child. 


uurhusband.  Thefond..™ ,. 

n  ihe  unfortunate,  and,  I  own,  mi 
as  met  eomeihing  hka  a  reproof  in 

our  household  dog.— Displease  not , 

and.    Men  as  well  as  animals,  are  Jealoua  of  the 

fleciiona  of  those  they  love," 

"  This  is  too  much,  reverend  sir,"  said  the  Lady  of 

..venel,  greatly  offended.    "You  hsTs  been  long  our 

guest,  and  have  received  &om  the  Enighl  of  Avsnal 

'nrl  myself  that  honoor  and  retard  wtueh  yotir  cha- 

icirrnndpnrfesaioD  BO  Justly  demand.    Bat  I  am  yet 

I  lenm  that  we  have  a(  any  lime  nathotiied  your 

iterftrence  in  onr  lamUy  anflngemenls,  or  placed 

iu  as  a  judge  of  our  conduct  towards  each  other,    1 

ray  this  may  be  forborne  in  future.'^ 

"Lady,"  replied  the  preHcher,  with  the  boldnsi* 

icullar  10  the  clergy  of  his  persuasion  at  iha(  (ime^ 

when  you  weary  of  my  admonitiona— wbot-.l  sea 

iiic  noble  knighi  your  husband.  1  shsil  know  Ibsl  mf 
Uaster  wdls  me  no  longer  to  abide  here  j  and.  pray- 


._ jugh  iheae  wild 

ily  and  unaided,  though  far  more 
'n  I  flnt  fni^f  vniir  hunibarbd  in  the  i 
dearg,    Bul 


believe  me,  n 
child  are  sue 


o  both  loved  and 
1  eomeiimes  a  liltls 
to  be  an  exuberant 
I  will  nol  part  this  way,  mygood 
<  ijid.^k  and  haaty  in  Iheu-feehnga  t 
wishes  and  my  purposes  towanlB 
as  boih  my  husband  tnd  yon  will 
ilergymsnbowed,  and  retraated  M 


CHAPTER   I 

«■  »runirt|  Uimjih  fbrioi 


Whkb  Warden  had  left  the  sparunent,  tt 
Avcnel  gave  way  lo  the  feelings  of  tendem 
lbs  aighi  of  the  boy,  his  sudden  dTuiKcr,  and 


THE  ABBCrr. 


:idant,  and  received  paesi 


■eqiKnces  of  h 
ibougli  pot  «-- 

.._ „,  JO  him,  and  her  drew  differeni  and  at 

nMfe  EiunptDOuB  dian  any  he  iemember«t  But  the 
bo; was niturallr of  an  tmdaanled  temper;  and  in- 
d«ed  chil*Bn  are  oeiiOTallr  acute  physiognoniiBtB  and 
not  otily  p9ea>ed  by  that  whKih  ia  beautirul  ui  itaeu, 
but  peculiarly  quick  in  diatiDguiahing  and  replnne  lo 
tbeatlentionaaf  thoaewhoresllvlovo  thpm.  Ifthey 
■ec  a  persoQ  in  companf,  ihoivtn  a  perfect  Btranger. 
wtio  is  bjr  nalim  fondof  children, -the  utile  imps  soem 
to  discover  it  by  a  ran  of  fre^aaoary.  while  the 
aivlmaid  atlempta  of  those  who  rnake  ndvancea  to 
ihem  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  themselvei  lo 
ibeir  parents, usually  fail  in  allracling  their  reciprocal 
Btlention.  The  little  boy,  therefore,  appeared  in  some 
degree  senaible  of  the  lady's  careseis,  and  ii  wbb  with 
<Wcully  she  nitbdiew  hets^lf  Isom  his  pillow,  to  af- 
ford him  Teisure  for  aeceas^y  repose. 

"To  whom  beloDRB  our  lalle  rescued  vailell"  was 
the  first  quesiion  which  the  Ladyef  Avco^put  to  her 
handmaidni  LUiaa,  when  Ihey  bad  retired  to  the  ball. 

"To  an  old  woman  in  the  hamlet,"  said  Liliaa, 
"  who  ia  even  now  come  bo  far  as  the  porter's  lodge 
10  inquire  conccminB  his  Bafely.  Is  il  your  plessure 
that  shebeedmittedT' 

"Is  it  my  pleasureT'  said  the  Lady  of  Avi 
echoing  the  ipiestioa  with  a  strong  accent  of 
pleasure  and  nuprise ;  "can  you  make  any  doul 
itt  What  woman  but  must  pity  the  agony  of  the  _._ 
iber,  whose  bean  is  throbbing  for  the  safety  of  a  child 

"Nay,  but,  madaiti,"  said  Lilias,  "(his  womai]  .^ 
too  oM  to  be  the  mother  of  the  child  ;  I  rather  think 
ebe  must  be  his  ginndmolher,  or  some  more  distant 
ralatioD." 

!) 


coUi^aie :  ana  er«  «4^«»..  ,..»j  -..^«»»»>,»^vj  o, 
while  ibe  Catholics  slil]  bad  conadetajilo  auttumly  ... 
Border'provincM,  be  more  than  once  threatened  lo 
lavy  hia  vassals,  and  aasail  and  lerel  with  the  earth 
that  atroughotd  of  hereav  iha  Caatle  of  Avenet.  But 
ootwilhstaading  the  Abbot's  irnpotenC  resentmoit, 
and  uotwithsundiilg  also  the  duonclinaiion  of  tbe 
country  to  favour  the  ne*  relraon,  Henry  Warden 
procMdad  mthoDI  remission  in  bisliibouiB,  andmads 


aerved  frequanlly  JieTieinB  cnnj _.. 

lilde  nudicnCB.      She   hull   indeed   more  ■ 
desired  to  know  who  that  slslely-lookingwi 
wbose  appearance  wna  so  much  above  the  poverry  i 
her  vcBtmentB.    But  the  reply  had  alwaya  Wn,  ihi 


igsl  the 


„..  ..-janEnghshwoman,  who  *i ,...„  ., 

season  at  the  hamlet,  and  thai  no  one  knew  n 
concerning  her.     She  now  asked  her  after  her  name 
aod  liirlh. 
"  Magdalen  Om^me  is  my  name,"  aaid  the  woman : 
-'  -'■-  '• '  Heathetgill,  in  Nicol- 


'c  of  the  C 


DIbloo. 


ilinu(d  the  Lady,  "lo 


"And  what  ran 

faidintanl  from  y<._ 

I  have  aa  home,"  said  Magdalen  Ora;mev  "ii  was 
burnt  hy  your  Border-riders— my  husband  and  my  son 
wereslain— there  IB  no  I  a  drop's  blood  left  in  theveiDa 
of  any  one  which  is  of  kin  lo  mine." 

"  That  ia  no  uncommon  fate  in  these  wild  times, 
and  in  this  unsettled  land,"  aaid  the  Lady;  "theEng- 
Ush  hands  have  been  as  deeply  dyed  in  our  blood  aa 


?j!''^i'?" 


daIen"Gr»iiiVi"'"fo'r"me'nteirof'n  ti?^o   „ 

pBBile  was  not  strong  enough  to  save  your  father's 
life,  or  lo  afford  your  tnothcr  and  her  infant  a  place  of 
refugfc    And  why  ask  ye  me,  then,  wherefure  I  dwell 


■n  people  r- 


.    .   .._  idle  question,"  answered  the 

Lady,  "where  misery  so  often  makes  wanderers;  but 
wherefore  lake  refuge  in  n  hoslile  country'!" 

"  My  neixbboura  were  Popish  and  mass-mongeni," 
said  tbe  old  woman  ;  "it  has  pleased  Heacen  to  ^vp 
me  a  clearer  sight  of  tbe  gofpel,  and  1  have  lamed 
here  10  enjoy  the  ministry  of  ihat  worth/  man  Henry 
Warden,  who,  to  the  praise  and  comfort  of  many, 
teacheih  ihe  Evangel  in  truth  and  in  sincerity." 

"Are  you  poorT"  again  demanded  the  Lady  of 


communication.    The  Lady  of  Ave- 
I  conversation  on  a  diflcrent  lopic 
eard  of  the  danger  in  which  your  boy 


.  have,  Lad^  and  how  by  an  especial  providenoe 
he  was  reacucd  from  deaui.  May  Heaven  make  turn 
thankful, and  met" 

"  What  relation  do  you  beano  himl" 

"I  am  his  grimdmother,  Lady,  if  it 
iho  only  rf'--'"  ■--  '--■'■  '-'- 


he  hnlh  I. 

'"file  burden  of  his  in 

ued  the  Lady. 
■  1 1 plained  ol 


cornpii 
■,»ith 


these 


Avenel,  "your  grand cb; 
uible  family,  would  it  n 

Received  into  o_  noble  fsrniiyl"  said  the  old  n 


could  be  received  ntlo  a 
advantage  both  him  and  : 

"Received  into  o  nohL  ^ . 

man,  drawing  herself  up,  and  bendii 
her  forehead  was  wrinkled  into  a 


(Verity ;  and  for  what  purpose,  I  pray  you  T— to  b« 
ly  laily  s  page,  or  my  lord's  jackman,  to  eal  broken 
ictuals,  andeonlend  with  other  mcnjals  forthettni- 


&n  the  fliee  from  my  lady's  fa 
-any  her  train  while  she  waih 
vhen  she  feeds,  to  Hde  befo 


'ouldio 


I  her'tSSM? 
horsebad^  (o 


which  aemu 

■  Rndden  oense  of  the  danger 

(MMuarily  bompomd  in  ihp „^ 

InemaMd  the  Lod/i  desire  lo  keep 
LfpoMiMe. 


K  the  wind 
□uld  make 

.lb  n  rapiditr  and  vehcDienc« 

n  tf  n  fouch  of  insanily ;  and 

which  I  he  child  iniut 

,i.nF.nr.ucJi  a  keeper, 

in  llie  culle 

ihe  aaid,  addnatdns  the 


will  aet  forward  llua  Tery  ni^L  ^Vheo  I  came  uiin, 
:  will  demand  from  you  a  elricl  account,  for  1  have 
eft  with  you  thf  jewel  of  my  lifel    Sleep  wiUyiaii  me 

u...  ; \chag,  food  will  noi  ™&c«h  me,  real  inll 

my  strenElh  uniil  I  we  Ralaod  Gmme. 

f.n.»j.-ll  " 

■^  dame,"  aaid  Lilia*  to  H«b- 
itired,  "  toske  your  ob^eance 


"I  do  n 


behol  earl,  he  could  n 
'    ill  that  befilB  a 
and  diadplino 

^'Ay,"  inflwered  Ihe  ( 


ahily  drawn 


!!  of  harmlo! 


ir  Hallten  fflendin- 

u.u  ■■u....n,  in  the  same  ilyle 
u*  initn  iiuijy,  i  luiuw  the  WBj^  of  that  aervice ; — 
■  coraewhen  theconlelia  not  aufflciently  brifjhiened, 

— B  blow  when  the  girfli  ia  not  tiRhtlv  -■ ■-  ■— 

beaten  beouae  ihe  hounds  are  at'- 
beeaoae  the  foray  ia  unsuccessfut, 
fbr  Ihe  masler'a  bidding  in  the 
■nd  of  man,-lo  he  sTmichei 
■norderer  and  defacCT  of  God  a  own  ir 

ownpl«iauni,buiailhaiofhialord; . 

mf(  ruffian,  and  ■  common  aiabber,— exposed  lo  heal, 
to  «»ld.  to  warn  of  food,  lo  all  the  priraiiona  of  an 
anchoret,  not  for  ihe  Iofb  of  God,  bul  for  the  aervice 
of  Satan,— to  die  by  the  gibbet,  or  in  aome  obsciu^ 
diiniiiab, — lo  alei^  out  hia  biicf  life  in  csmid  aec 
ritT,  and  lo  awake  in  the  etemal  fire  which  ia  any 
qnanched." 

"  Nay,"  Nid  the  Ladj  of  Avenel,  "  bul  lo  such  u 
hallowed  coiirsa  of  life  your  grandaon  will  not  be  here 
axpoaed.  Itj  hnabaiid  la  jual  and  kind  lo  those  who 
live  under  hia  banner ;  ana  you  younielf  well  know, 
that  TOnth  hava  here  n  alrici  as  well  as  n  good  pre- 
ocdUx  in  fheperaonofour  chaplain." 

The  M  woman  appeared  to  pauae. 

"Yon  h»TB  named."  aha  aaid,  "the  only  circum- 
stance which  can  move  me.  I  must  soon  onward, 
ihe  viaioa  baa  aaid  it— I  moat  not  tarry  in  the  same 

rt— I  muatmi— I  muat  on,  it  ia  my  weini.— Swear, 
a,  that  you  will  protect  the  boy  a«  if  he  were  your 
own,  until  I  return  hither  and  claim  him.  and  J  will 
tnnasnt  for  a  apace  to  part  with  him,  Bnl  especially 
■waar,  be  ahall  not  lack  the  inalruction  of  the  godly 
man  who  hath  placed  Ihe  eoopel-lrulh  high  abovi 
ihoie  idolatrous  BhaveliDga.  tbe  monka  and  friars." 

"Be  aaliaficd,  dame."  aaid  the  Lady  of  Arenel 
"  the  bay  ahall  hais  aa  much  care  as  if  he  were  bon 
of  my  own  blood.    Will  you  see  him  now  T' 

"No,"  answered  the  old  woman,  sternly  i  "to  part 
iaanoiiRfa.  Igofonhonmy  ownmiaaion.  Iwillnol 
BoAea  ray  bean  by  useless  rears  and  wailingi^ 
thai  ia  not  called  10  aduly." 

"Will  you  not  accept  of  somelhinB  lo  aid  yon  in 
your  pilnimage  1"  said  the  Lady  of  Avenel,  pulting 
mlo  her  hand  two  crowns  of  Ihe  aun.  The  ma  wo- 
man dung  ibem  down  on  Ihe  table. 

"An  1  of  Ihe  race  of  Cain,"  she  said,  "  proud  Lady, 
ibat  vou  ollerma  gold  in  exchange  for  my  own  flear 
and  blood  1" 

"I  had  no  such  meaninit."  aaid  the  Lady,  Bently 
"nor  am  I  lbs  pipod  woman  you  term  me.  Ataalm] 
own  fbrtuaea  might  have  lauahl  me  homiiily,  evei 
had  it  no  I  been  bom  with  me. 

The  old  woman  aeemed  aomewhal  to  rslai  hsr 

"You  areof^gentle  blood,"  aaid  she,  "else  ws 

not  parleyed  thus  Ions  together. —You  tfe  of  gen- 
tle blood,  and  to  such,  she  added,  drawing  up  her 
tall  form  aa  she  apoke,  pride  is  09  graceful  aa  ia  Ihe 
pknna  upon  dis  bonttcL  But  far  these  pieces  of  roI  * 
Lady,  you  muat  nseda  resume  them.  I  need  nL. 
■  "  m  well  provided  1  and  I  may  notcaiefor 


)  her  iadyahip.  and  liiank  her  for  her 
ul  fining  and  r~'""  " 
The  Bid 


ig  and  tight." 

..d  woman  lumc 

ig-matd.     "Let  her  n 


lughler,  isbuiapei 
Liliaa  WB a  about  t 


I.  Why  should  1  bend  lo  hsti 
■-  -'-■"-    ---■  ----i  of  blue 

„  J.  Know 

^  that  of  the  wife,  and 
I  cuuri  a  aoD,  were  ahe  a  king's 
innt'a  bride, 
reply  in  great  indiggaiion,  bul 

— ipoaed  silence  on  her,  and  commanded 

thai  the  old  woman  should  be  salely  conducted  to  the 

"Conduct  her  safe  I"  exclaimed  the  incensed  wait- 
'  ■'  ""  '  ■  in  Gneme  left  Ihe  spart- 
tie  loch,  Bitd  then  we  will 
nol,  as  every  body  in  the 
ly  and  swear.  I  marvel 
long  with  her  insolence." 
ariy  were  obeyed,  and  the 
,he  caaile.  was  committed 
er  word,  and  did  nol  long 
I  the  bamlet  on  tbe  very 
view,  and  wandering  □•> 
Lady  of  Avenel  iDquired 
she  had  ai^ared  among 
lal  she  was  believed  10  b« 

. .. consequence  among  the 

Oismes  who  iben  inhabited  the  iMiateable  Land,  a 
name  given  10  a  certain  nution  of  leniloiy  whidi 
wsa  ihe  frequent  subiecl  of  diqnle  belwixl  Scotland 
— '  Rngla[id--that  sbc  had  suffered  great  wrong  io 
eofll--' '- i--i---t -E---  — '— 

be  n  witch,  by  olhera 


She  had  arrived  ii. 

">  puiposa,  and  waabsld  by  some  to 

—  -  — ilouB  Proiestaui  and  by 

9lea.    Her  language  was 

...J — ..^^^  ..»«  ,.^.  ......^..^a  repulaivei  and  all  that 

could  bs  collected  from  her  converaatioD  aeemsd  lo 
imply  that  she  woe  under  Ihe  influence  aiher  of  a 

XU  ot  of  a  vow.— there  was  no  saying  which,  aince 
talked  as  one  who  acted  under  a  paweifiil  and 
rmal  agency, 
ucb  were  the  particular*  whidi  the  Lady's  in-- 

S         "  " 


ra  again  a  Catholic  devi 


mrder  as  he  walked  upon  hiipoe),  or  ihe  hilf-aavled 
l>ugh  of  taer  maiden  aa  she  lumed  her  wh««1,  the 
oppearBiiRe  of  ihe  bloDmine  and  beauiirul  boy  mve 
ui  inlerest  which  can  hardly  be  conceived  b)r^  moae 


occupies  ihe  

■be  poor  Wight  b; 
— •omelhinK  »h-' 


le  conceived  by  i 
nee.  Young  T 
It  Ihe  flov 


I  he  Lady  of 

idcul?.yale<i, 

— .-„  ^..^^  ^^^^^^^ d  repaid  her 

re  I  and  in  giving  ihe  boy  her  sfTeciion,  she  fell,  u 

were,  paleftil  lo  him  for  f.-leasiDB  her  from  the 

■tale  of  ami  ipwhy  in  which  she  had  usuaJUblbuDcI 

herself  duriDg  the  ab«Dce  of  Sir  Halbert  ulendin- 

,  Kil  even  the  chnrma  of  (bis  blooming  favourite 
were  unable  to  chase  the  terumng  apprehetisions 
which  BTDSG  from  her  buabaitd's  procmgtinilcd  re- 
turn. Soon  afier  Roland  Oncme  became  a  reflideni 
U  the  eaaile,  a  eroom,  despatched  b;  Sir  Halbert, 
broasbl  tidings  mat  business  of  importance  stilt  dc- 
larn  the  Kmght  at  the  Coiiil  of  Holyrood.  The 
mctra  drsiint  period  which  (he  messenger  had  as- 
■gned  for  his  maater'a  nnival  at  length  glided  away, 
anmmer  melted  ■"■"  autumn  nnH  niiiiimn  «■■  HKnut 
lo  give  place  lo 


h  hia  hutnoura.    Tha  chaplain,  indeed,  tdu^I  ha*a 

rrpoeed  to  check  the  air  of  asaumpiion  wEjch  Ro' 

land  Otsme  Bo  readdy  indulged,  and  most  probabl* 
would  have  willingly  render^  him  ihaitavour;  biu 
the  necessity  of  adjtuiing  with  his  brethren  soma  tha- 
>uled  points  of  church  OLsclplme  had  witbdrawD  him 
oi  some  time  from  ihe  csatle,  and  detained  Lim  in  ■ 
lislsnt  pari  of  the  kingdom. 

Matters  stood  thus  in  ibe  Castle  of  Avenel.  when  ■ 
irinded  bugle  sent  Its  abrill  and  prolunsed  nolea  fhitn 
he  shore  of  the  lake,  and  wae  replied  to  cheerily  bv 
he  signal  of  ihe  warder.  The  Ladyof  Avenel  knew 
jhe  sounds  of  her  husband,  andrufhed  to  the  window 
of  the  apartment  in  which  she  was  sitting.  A  band 
of  about  Ihiny  spearmen,  with  a  pennon  ^splayed  be- 
fore  them,  winded  along  ihe  mdcnled  ahoreaof  tb* 
lake,  and  approached  the  cauaeway.  A  single  hone- 
nan  rode  Dt  the  head  of  the  party,  hia  bright  arms 
:alchlng  a  glance  of  the  October  aun  aa  he  moved 
ilendily  aloag.  Even  at  (hat  dislauce,  Ihe  Lady  te- 
ssnised  the  lofty  plume,  bearing  the  mlnitled  coloi 


"  Ann  you.  too,  would  be  n  soldier,  Roland  1"  aaid 
tboLady  of  Avenel  lo  her  youiwchante.  while,  seated 
on  a  atone  chair  at  one  end  of  the  bnillemenis,  she 
aaw  the  boy  adempi,  with  a  long  stick,  to  mimic  the 
raoliona  of  the  wanler,  as  he  altcmalety  ahouldered, 
or  ported,  or  sloped  pike. 

Yea,  Lody,  asid  the  boy,— for  he  waa  now  fa- 
miliar, and  teplied  lo  herquesuons  with  readiness  and 
alacrity,—"  a  aoldier  will  I  be ;  for  there  ne'er  waa 
Itentleman  but  who  belied  him  with  the  brand." 

"  Thou  a  gentUtnen  1"  aaid  LililB,  who,  aa  uaual, 
u*a  In  attendance:  "such  a  genllamnn  as  I  would 
roakfl  of  a  bean-cod  with  a  msty  knife." 

"  Nay,  chide  him  not,  Lilioa,"  said  the  Ladyof  Ave- 
nd,  "for,  beehrewiae,  but  I  think  he  eotneaof  gentle 
bh>od— see  how  It  muaiera  in  hlaface  at  your  injurious 

"^•"Had  I  my  wai.  madam,"  answered  Lilian  "agood 
Inrchen  wand  shoidd  make  his  colour  muster  to  better 
purpose  slill." 

On  my  word,  Liliaa,"  said  the  Lady,  "one  would 
.i_i.  —  jjjjj  received  harm  from  the  poor  boy — or  is 
n  the  frosty  side  of  yoor  fiivour  because  he 
aide  of  mine?" 

— a  ibrbode,  my  Ladyf  answered  Li- 

"I  have  lived  too  long  with  genlles,  I  praise  my 
■tara  liir  it,  to  fight  with  eiiher  tolllea  or  fantasieiv 
wbelherlhey  relate  to  beast,  iHid,  or  boy." 
■  .1 r ..  ._  1 claas,  a  (polled 


eiuoys  the  t 
/^Over  h( 


,  bearing  the  mingled  colon™ 

lose  of  Glendonwyuie,  blend- 

""'  "'    ' id  die- 


0  the 


of  (he   darii-brown   auxd,   aufficiendy    l_ 

iioimced  Halbert  Glendlnning. 

The  Lsdy*s  first  thought  was  that  of  rapturaua  jov 
_1,  her  husband's  re(um— her  second  was  connected 
with  a  fcar  which  had  someiimea  intruded  itself  that 
he  might  not  altoBeihcr  approve  the  peculiar  distinc- 
Hon  with  which  she  hadtreatai  her  orphan  ward.  In 
this  fear  there  was  implied  a  consciousness,  thai  ihe 
favour  she  had  ehowti  him  wae  eicesaive ;  for  Hal- 
bert Olendinning  waa  at  least  aagende  and  uidulaent, 
as  be  was  firm  and  rational  in  the  intercourse  of  hi* 
household  )  and  to  her  in  particular,  hia  conduct  IimI 

he  present  occaaion,  her 
bert's  censure ;  and  bu 


t,  eiio  ordered  him  ic  -~ 

uil^Lilias. 

madam,"  answered  the 


inied  h 


«ho,  like  his  betters,  de- 
1  aulhoriiy,-"  I  will  not 
I  wUI  stay  and  see  that 
ng  to  gallantly  along  tha 

id,"  said  the  Lady,  more 

.  ly,  who  had  already  (dt 


"  WUI,"  I 


vordis 


X  seldom  fallt 
£d''b*°iis*  hii^^  u 


"You  are  ssucy,  sirrah,"  said  the  Lady— " Liliasi 
lake  him  wiih  you  instantly." 

"I  always  thought,"  said  Liliaa,  amiling,  as  aha 
seized  (he  reluctant  boy  by  the  arm,  "  that  my  young 
master  must  give  place  to  my  old  one." 

"  And  you,  loo,  are  malspcrt,  misireae  7"  said  Iba 
Lady:  "lialh  the  moon  changed,  that  ye  all  of  yoa 
thus  foiKBt  yourselves  1" 

LiUaa  made  no  reply,  but  led  off  the  boy,  who.  too 

Croud  to  offer  unavsilina  reeielance,  darted  at  hia 
ene&ciress  a  glance,  which  Intimated  ^ainlv,  how 
willingly  he  would  have  defied  her  authority,  bad  ha 
possessed  Ihe  power  lo  make  good  hi*  point. 

The  Lsdy  of  Avenel  was  vexed  to  find  how  much 
this  iriRuig  circumstance  had  dtscompoaed  her,  ■[ 
the  moment  when  she  ouehl  naturally  to  have  been 
entirely  engrossed  by  her  husband's  return.  Bui  wo 
do  not  recover  composure  by  Ihe-mera  feeling  that 
agitation  is  miatimed.  The  glow  of  dtq>leanu«  hni 
not  left  the  Lady's  chedc,  her  ruffled  d^rtment  waa 
not  yet  entirely  composed,  vhen  her  husband,  tin- 
helmeieiL  but  silU  weariiig  the  real  of  hia  araii, 
entered  the  apanmenl.  His  appearance  baniaited  tha 
thoughts  of  every  thing  else;  ahe  mohed  to  hijo, 
clasped  hia  iron-afaeathed  frame  in  her  arma  and 
kisaed  hia  martial  and  manly  face  «^lh  an  a»etion 
which  waa  at  once  evident  and  ainoera.  Tie  warrior 


but  it  had  n 


ler  imbraM  and  her  urau  with  the  rams 
for  the  lime  vhich  had  puued  mace  ihvr 
' ■  ardcnir,  porhapB, 


THE  ABBOT. 

Jiyi,  ■nd  thrM 


pawd.  ii 


mSfflereao 


il  landemeH, 
ii^ctiiHr^m 


and  Sir  Hl 

abaencea  from  hie  cuilt 

reodied,  the  lady  bbi«1   iondly  l..   .._. _ 

face  aa  ahe  rsmarked— "  Vou  are  altered,  Halbert 
— Tou  hsTS  lidden  bard  and  Car  lo-day,  oi  n>u  have 
been  ill  r 

"  1  have  been  well,  Hary,"  anawcred  the  Kiught, 
"  paauDg  well  have  I  been ;   and  a  lanv  ride  ia  to 
'  me,  ihou  well  knowest,  but  a  thing 
(am.    Those  who  are  born  nobli 
their  live*  within  the  walli     '' 


be  meri 


le  may  Blumber  oi 

h  achieved  nobility  by  h 
in  thfl  aaddle,  to  ehow  thi 


he  apoke  thus,  the  Ladygnied  fondly  o 

'  eodeavoiirinK  to  read  his  inn — '-  '' 

n  which  be  apoke  waa  that  ( 


—  „, af  melancholy 

detoeaaion. 

SirHalbeclOlendinningwaa  Ibe  same,  yet  a  dif- 
fersnlpeteon  Troin  what  he  had  appeared  in  his  early 
year&  The  fieiy  freedom  of  the  aapiiing  youth  bad 
ginn  place  to  the  stisily  and  atcm  compoBure  of  thi 
iqiproved  soldier  and  EOiiirul  politician.     There  were 


>    of  CI 


d'^'.'bl'  au[i 


Ji  light 


which  a  till  cluatered  (hick 
head,  were  » 
but  by  (he  coi 
met.  Hie  beal 


....  _.id  grave,  like  that  of 
f.  The  forehead  was  higher 
early   youth,  and  the  locks 


the  [einple 
o^efLhi^ 


on  the  upper  lin,  and  peaked  nt  (he  exLrernily,  The 
cheek,  weaiherteaten  and  cmhtowned,  had  loet  the 
plow  of  yoHih,  Irjl  showed  ihc  vigoroue  comploiion 
of  active  and  confirmed  manhuod.  Halberl  Olcn- 
dinning  wa^  m  a  word,  a  kni^hi  to  ride  ai  a  kinK^a 
right  hand,  to  bear  his  banner  in  war,  and  to  he  his 
counaetlor  in  time  of  peace  I  for  his  looks  eipreaeed 
the  coBuderaie  Ermneiia  which  can  resolve  wisely 
and  dare  boldly.  SlUl,.over  these  noble  SeiUjnm, 
Ihera  now  spread  an  air  of  dcjcclian,  of  which, 
perhaps,  the  owner  was  not  conaeion^  but  which  did 
not  escape  the  observation  of  his  aniious  and  affec- 

"  Somedilnghaa  happened,  or  is  about  to  happen," 
aaid  the  Lady  of  Avenel ;  "  this  andness  «»  not  on 
your  brow  without  cause— misfottune.  nBtional  or 
psrticnli 


"  There  is  nolhins  new  thai  I  w 
in  Qlendinnine;  but  there  ii  hi 
in  befall  a  kiogdom,  that  may  nc 
I  this  unhappy  and  divided  realm. 

"  Nay,  Iheni"  said  the  Lady, 


al  of  am  I  Hi!- 

it  he  apprehended 

X  see  there  hath 

.. foot.     My  Lord  of 

ong  detained  you  at  Holyrood, 
.  your  help  in  some  weighty  pur- 

"  I  have  not  been  at  Holyrood,  Mary,"  anavrered 
e  Knigbl;  "  I  have  been  seveml  weeks  abroad." 
"  Abroad  (  and   aend   me  no  word!"  replied  the 

"  What  would  the  knowledge  have  availed,  but 

I -'—id  you  unhappy,  myloveT'  replied  the 

r  thoughts  tyould  have  convened  the 
«  (hat  curlod  your  own  lake,  into  a 
tenipesl  raging  in  the  Qcrman  ocean." 

"  And  have  vou  (hen  rcallv  crossed  the  sea?"  said 
iboLady,  to  whom  the  very  ideaof  an  element  which 
ahe  had  never  acen  conveyed  notions  of  terror  and  of 
wonder,— "really  left  your  own  nativeland,  and 
trodden  distant  shores,  where  the  Sc  '  ' 
unheard  and  unknown  1" 

"  Really,  and  really,"  aakl  the  Edi 
hand  in  aflectionate  playfulneaa,  "I 
'    1*  deed— have  rolled  on  iha  < 


Knight; 
aligfitest 


Jayi.  and  three  niMhia^tnth  tbo  daefi  Bneo  wave* 
daahinff  by  the  aide  of  my  pillow,  and  but  a  thin 
plank  to  divide  me  from  it.'' 

"  Indeed,  my  Halbert,"  said  the  Lady,  "  that  was 
'  "™?V"^  o*'  Divme  Providence.  I  never  bade  you 
unbuckle  the  sword  (him  your  aide,  or  lay  the  lance 
from  your  hand— I  never  bade  you  sit  still  when  yonr 
honour  called  you  to  rise  and  nde  i  but  are  not  blade 
and  spear  dangers  enough  for  one  man's  life,  and 
whywould  you  trust  rou|h  wnvea  and  raging  seaa  1" 
We  have  in  Germany,  and  in  Ihc  Low  Counlriea. 
as  they  are  called,"  answered  Glajdinnmc,  "men 
who  are  united  with  ua  in  faith,  and  with  whom  it  ia 
fittmg  we  should  unite  in  alliance.  To  some  of  these 
t  was  deapatched  on  busine? 


,,  „ ed  In  by  ih 

more  riders  thFin  folio     _, 

snouia  you  reirine  at  (hist  "Hie  fate  that  made  you 
Scotsman  by  birth,  gave  you  head,  and  heart,  and 
hand,  lu  uphold  the  name  as  it  must  needs  be  upheld. 

"li  gave  mt  no  name  to  uphold"— said  Halbert, 
pacing  [he  Hoor  alowly;  my  arm  haa  been  foremoat 
in  every  strife— my  voice  has  been  heard  in  every 
council,  nor  have  the  wisest  rebuked  me.  "Hie  crafty 
Lethingtan.  the  deep  and  dark  Mnnon,  have  held 
secret  council  with  me,  and  Orange  and  Lindsay  have 
owned,  that  in  the  field  I  did  the  devoh  of  a  gallant 
knight- but  let  the  emergence  be  passed  when  they 
need  my  head  and  hand,  nnd  ihey  only  know  me  as 
son  of  the  obscure  porlioner  of  Glendearg." 

This  was  a  theme  which  Iho  Lady  always  dreaded) 
for  the  rank  conferred  on  her  huaband,  the  favour  in 
which  he  was  held  bv  the  [nwerful  Earl  of  Murray, 
and  the  high  lalenisby  which  he  vindicated  his  riglil 
ito  that  mnk  and  thai  favour,  were  qualities  which 
rather  incrsaaed  than  diminished  the  envy  which  wai 
harboured  against  Sjt  Halbert  Olendinnmg  among  a 
proud  aristocracy,  aa  a  peraqn  originally  of  intenor 
and  obacure  birin,  who  had  rraen  to  his  present  emi- 
Dsnca  aolely  by  his  psraouil  merit.  The  aalural  lirm- 


ncM  of  hia  itilnd  did  UoL  suable  him  to  de*[ii«e  Qm 
ideal  advantiigeB  of  >  bigher  pedisrea  which  wcra 
held  in  (vch  UDiveraal  eBteetn  Dy  ul  with  whom  ha 
coaversBl ;  and  ta  open  an  the  noblest  minda  to  ieal- 
oat  inconaislenciaB,  that  thsre  wers  momenlB  ui 
which  he  felt  nwrliCed  Ibat  hi>  lady  ahoidd  pomaa 
t))0»e  advOBlageg  ofbinh  snd  bigtadeacent  which  hs 

I If  jij  — .  — jo„  g„j  regreiied  ih»i  his  impon- 

toi  of  Avenel  wu  qualified  by  hia 
IB  the  huBband  of  Ihe  heinaa.  Ha 
IS  ID  permit  any  unworthy  feelinga 

time  to  time,  aod  did  not  escape 


If  did  a 

aoce  as  the  pi 


"Had  we  bceti 

blood  been  united  iu 
advidtaECB  of  deaceni  wiin  my  tii 
worth,  theie  paitiful  and  irksome  n 
disturbed  our  imion  even  for  a  mon 
iatenco  of  such  an  heit,  in  whom 
well  us  oar  preleneiona,  might  hi 
been  denied  to  ua^" 

With  Eucb  mutual  feelinsB,  il  cai 
that  il  SBTe  the  lady  pain  lohearbci 
lowaids  this  topic  of  mutual  diacon 


channel 


:Heclions  had  not 

our  afiectiona,  as 
ive  centered,  has 

inol  bo  woodeied 

ten'L    Ont^S,.. 

B  painful 


husband,  a  perqnciiaty  which  perhapa  hia  proud  qani 
could  not  very  easily  hsre  brooked. 

As  ha  relumed  irooi  Ihe  axtnmity  of  Ihe  hall,  ui 
which  ha  bad  stalked  while  in  the  set  of  vilidictnnt 
the  title  of  the  Bouse  of  Glendonwyne  in  its  idmi 
remote  branches  to  Ihe  full  priyileees  of  AtisLocrsev 
"Where,"  he  said,  "  is  WoU^  t  luve  not  seen  hini 
sioca  my  ivlura,  and  he  waa  usually  the  firal  to  wal- 
come  my  home-coming." 

"Wolt"  Eaid  the  Ladv,  with  a  sUgbl  d 


which,  pethap 


"  Wolf  iSiaii 


iW, 


any  rcaeOD  v 


d  the  bra  VI 
».ae,  hav 
iwn  dnids 


a  uphold  7    You,  the  good 
ine  wiaem  council  and  the  strong  '    ' 

won,  Bteputation  more  honoutabk 

try  can  supply?  Good  men  love  and  honour  you,  tht 
wicked  fcar,  and  Ihe  luihuleni  obey  you ;  and  is  it  no 
noceisaiy  you  should  eicri  yourself  to  ensure  the  en- 
durance of  thai  love,  Ihal  honour,  that  wholesome 
tear,  and  that  Decessary  obedience  1" 

Am  she  ihua  spoke,  the  eye  of  her  husband  caught 
from  hers  courage  and  comfort,  and  it  lightened  as 
he  took  her  hand  and  replied.  It  is  mOBi  irue,  my 
Maiy,  and  I  deserve  Ihy  rebuke,  who  forget  what  I 
am,  in  repining  because  i  am  not  what  I  cannol  be. 
1  am  DOW  what  Ihe  most  famed  ancestors  of  those  I 
cDiy  were^  the  mean  man  raised  into  eminence  by  bia 
own exertiani )  andaureitiaaboaat  as  honourahle  to 
have  thoaecipscilies  which  are  necessary  to  Ihe  foun- 
dation of  a  family,  as  to  be  tleacended  from  one  who 
poaaeased  them  some  ceitturieB  before.  The  Hay  of 
Loncarty,  who  bequeathed  his  bloody  yoi&e  lo  his 
lineage,— the  '  dark  gray  man,'  who  fitBl  founded  the 
houae  of  DouKta^  had  yet  less  of  anceairy  to  boael 
Ihanlhave.  Forlhouknoweal,  Mary,  thalmyname 
derives  Itself  ttom  s  line  of  ancient  warriortk  although 
my  immedisle  forefsiheri  preferred  tlic  bumble  slaiion 
in  which  Ihou  didst  fital  find  tbemi  and  war  and 
counsel  are  noi  less  proper  to  the  house  of  Glendon- 
wyne,  even  in  its  moat  remote  descendants,  than  lo 
taepioudcslof  tbeir  baronage."* 

He  strode  across  tfac  bal!  as  he  trpoke  i  and  the 
Lady  amiled  internally '~  "' '"" —  " ^'^' — '""■ 

10  establuih  his  claims. , 

in  them,  at  the  very  moment  when  be  affected  lo  bold 
them  inconternpi.  It  will  eaaUybcgueasad  however 
that  she  permitted  no  symplom  to  escape  her  that 
could  abow  she  was  sensible  of  the  weakness  of  her 


1  of  birth,  and  er 


avoured 


'  Wolf  chained  up— and  Wolf  surly  lo  yom  pan  T' 
iwered  Sit  Halbert  Glendinning;  "WolT^nt 
WES  surly  10  any  one  J  and  the  chain  will  dtbo-bnak 
hiB  mint  or  tender  bun  savage— So  ho,  ihera-sB 
Wolffree  directly." 

He  was  obeyed;  and  ihehiutedoa  rushed  intolba 
hall,  ilisiurbiiu,  by  hisunwiebiy  and  boisterous  gan- 
bols,  the  vvhole  economy  of  rceV  rocks,  anddistaS^ 
with  which  ihe  maidens  of  the  household  wcrseM- 
pToyed  when  the  arrival  of  their  Innl  wna  k  aivnal  m 
them  10  wiihdrai 

lal  observalion,  '" 

some  as  Ihe  lady's  page." 

"And  who  is  this  page,HBry  ?"  said  ibeEj)iahl,lik 
attention  ogain  called  lo  the  subject  by  Ihe  oMutb- 
lion  of  the  wailing-women.- "  Who  la  ibis  pur, 
whom  every  one  seems  to  weigh  in  the  balan«  with 
my  old  Irieua  and  (avovnle,  Wolfl— When  dkl  jaa 
a^ire  to  the  dignity  of  kttving  a  page,  or  who  is  Ibc 
boy?" 

''I  iruai,  my  Ratbcri,"  said  the  Lady,  not  witboM 
a  bluah,  "  you  wilt  not  think  your  wifo  eniiiled  to  Ims 
attendance  than  Other  ladies  of  her  quality  T' 

''Ney,  Dame  Maiy,"  answertd  ihe  Enighi.  "it  is 
enough  you  desiiv  auch  an  alieivlani,— 1*61  1  ba*« 

t age— it  may  well  suit  Ihe  proud  English  dames  te 
eve  B  Blender  youlh  lo  bear  their  Irr— -  "■ ' 

to  hall,  fan  them  when  ihey  slumber,  ai 
for  them  when  ihey  please  to  listen ;  I 


IB  from  bower 


MhuKl 


lU.] 


THEABlipT. 


blaiiie  TOOT  nUernng  this  bo]r,  nor  jour  kindness  for 
htm.  But,  I  think,  considenng  his  birth  and  pros- 
pects, you  ooghl  not  to  treatbitn  with  injudicious  fond- 
ness, which  can  only  end  in  renderinj{  him  unfit  Tor 
the  bumbk  sitoiUion  to  which  heaven  has  designed 
hiin." 

'*  Najr,  but.  mv  Halbert,  do  but  look  at  the  boy," 
said  the  Lady,  ^and  8<»  whether  he  ban  not  the  air 
of  bein^  intended  by  Heaven  for  something;  nobler 
than  a  mere  peasant.  May  be  not  be  designed  as 
others  have  been,  to  rise  out  of  a  humble  situation 
into  honour  and  eminence?" 

Thus  far  had  she  proceeded,  when  the  conscious- 
ness that  she  was  treadinz  upon  delicate  ground  at 
onoo  occurred  to  her,  aud  induced  her  to  take  the 
most  natural,  but  the  worst  of  all  courses  on  such 
occasiona,  whether  in  conversation  or  in  an  actual 
bos,  namdy,  that  of  stopping  suddenly  short  in  the 
Uhistraiion  which  she  had  commenced.  Her  brow 
criinsoned,  and  that  of  Sir  Halbert  Qlendinning  was 
eiighxif  ovtsrcast  But  it  was  only  for  an  instant ; 
Sorhe  wasincapableof  mistaking  his  lady*  s  meaning, 
or  apposing  that  she  meant  intentional  diareq)ect  to 
him. 

"Bo  it  as  you  please,  my  love,**  he  replied:  '* I  owe 
yon  too  mucn,to  contradict  you  in  aught  which  may 
render  your  solitary  mode  of  life  more  endurable. 
Make  of  this  youth  what  you  will,  and  you  hayo  my 
full  aatboriiy  for  doing  so.  But  remember  he  is  your 
charge,  not  mine — remember  he  hath  hmbs  to  do 
man  service,  a  soul  and  a  tongue  to  worship  God ; 
tn«ed  him,  therefore,  to  be  true  to  his  country,  and  to 
Heaven ;  and  for  the  rest,  dispose  of  him  as  you  list 
— it  is,  and  shall  rest,  your  own  matter." 

This  conversation  decided  the  fate  of  Roland 
Granne,  who  from  thenceforward  was  little  noticed 
by  the  master  of  the  mansion  of  Avenel,  but  indulged 
and  fiTOured  by  its  mistress. 

This  situation  led  to  many  important  consequences, 
and,  in  truth,  tended  to  bnng  forth  the  character  of 
the  youth  in  all  its  broad  lights  and  deep  shadows. 
As  the  Knight  himself  seemed  tacitly  to  disclaim 
alike  interest  and  control  over  the  immediate  favour- 
ite of  his  lady,  young  Roland  was,  by  circumstances, 
exempted  from  the  strict  discipline  to  which,  as  the 
retainer  of  a  Scottish  man  of  rank,  he  would  other- 
wise hare  been  subjected,  according  to  all  the  rigour 
of  the  age.  But  the  steward,  or  master  of  the  house- 
bold — such  was  the  proud  title  assumed  by  the  head 
domestic  of  each  petty  baron— deemed  it  not  advisa- 
ble to  interfere  with  the  favourite  of  the  Lady,  and 
especially  since  she  had  brought  the  estate  into  the 
present  family.  Master  Jasper  Wingate  was  a  man 
experiooced,  as  he  often  boasted,  in  the  ways  of  great 
families,  and  knew  how  to  keep  the  steerage  even, 
when  wind  and  tide  chanced  to  be  in  contradiction. 

This  prudent  personage  vnnked  at  much,  and 
avoided  giving  opportunity  for  further  offence,  by  re- 
questing Tittle  of  Roland  Uneme  beyond  the  degree  of 
attention  which  he  was  himself  disposed  to  pay; 
rightly  conjecturing,  that  however  lowly  the  place 
which  the  youth  misht  hold  in  the  favour  of  the 
Kn»ht  of  Avenel,  still,  to  make  an  evil  report  of  him 
m^d  make  an  enemy  of  the  Lady,  without  secunng 
the  favour  of  her  husband.  With  these  pnidentiu 
considerations,  and  doubtless  not  without  an  eye  to 
his  own  ease  and  convenience,  he  taught  the  boy  as 
nuidi,  ttikl  only  as  much,  as  he  chose  to  learn,  readily 
admitting  whatever  apology  it  pleased  his  pupil  to 
allege  in  excuse  for  idleness  or  negligence.  As  the 
other  persons  in  the  castle,  to  whom  such  tasks  were 
delegated,  readily  imitated  the  prudential  conduct  of 
the  major-domo,  there  was  little  control  used  towards 
Roland  Graeme,  who,  of  course,  learned  no  more  than 
what  a  very  active  mind,  and  a  total  impatience  of 
absolute  idleness,  led  him  to  acquire  upon  his  own 
account,  and  by  dlntof  his  own  exertions.  The  latter 
were  especially  earnest,  when  the  Lady  herself  con- 
descended to  be  his  tutoress,  or  to  examine  his 
progress. 

It  followed  also  from  his  quality  as  my  Lady's 
Civourite.  that  Roland  was  viewed  with  no  peculiar 
good-will  bv  the  followers  of  the  Knight,  many  of 
wbona,  of  toe  samo  age,  and  apparently  •imilar  on- 
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an,  with  the  fortunate  psge,  wen  fubiaeted  to  severs 
observance  of  the  ancient  and  rigorous  dbcipline  of  a 
feudal  retainer.  To  these,  Roland  Gnsme  was  of 
course  an  object  of  envy,  and,  in  consequence,  of  dis- 
like and  detraction ;  but  the  vodth  possessed  qualities 
which  it  was  impossible  to  o^reciate.  Pride,^  and  & 
sense  of«arIy  ambition,  did  for  him  what  seventy  and 
constant  instruction  aid  for  others.  In  truth,  the 
youthful  Rojand  displayed  that  early  flexibility  both  of 
body  and  mind,  which  renders  exercise,  either  mental 
or  bodily,  rather  matter  of  sport  than  of  study ;  and 
it  seemed  as  if  he  acquired  accidentally,  and  by  starts, 
those  accomplishments,  which  earnest  and  constant 
i^truction  enforced  by  frequent  reproof  and  occa- 
sional chastisement,  had  taught  to  others.  Such  mili- 
tary exercises,  such  lessons  of  tlie  period,  as  be  found 
it  ajsreeable  or  convenient  to  apply  to,  be  learned  so 

Perfectly,  as  to  confound  those  who  were  ignorant 
ow  often  the  want  Of  constant  appUcation  is  com- 
pensated by  vivacity  of  talent  and  ardent  enthusiasm. 
The  lads,  therefore,  who  were  more  reguUily  trained 
to  arms,  to  horsemanship,  and  to  other  necessary 
exercises  of  the  perioo,  while  they  envied  Roland 
Grseme'the  indulgence  or  n^;ligence  with  which  be 
seemed  to  be  treated,  had  little  reason  to  boast  of  their 
own  suoerior  acquirements ;  a  few  hours,  with  the 
powerful  exertion  of  a  most  energetic  will,  seemed  to 
do  for  htm  more  than  the  regular  instruction  of  weeks 
could  accomplish  for  others. 

Under  these  advantages,  if,  indeed,  they  were  to  be 
termed  such,  the  character  of  young  Roland  began  to 
develope  itself.  It  was  bold,  peremptory,  decisive,  aivi 
overbearing ;  generous,  if  neither  withstood  nor  con- 
tradicted; vehement  and  passionate,  if  censured  or 
opposed.  He  seemed  to  consider  himself  as  attached 
to  no  one,  and  responsible  to  no  one,  except  his  mis- 
tress :  and  even  over  her  mind  he  had  gradually  ao- 
quirea  that  species  of  ascendency  which  indulgence 
IS  so  apt  to  occasion.  And  although  the  immediate 
followers  and  dependents  of  Sir  Halbert  Glendin- 
ning  saw  his  ascendency  with  jealousy,  and  often  took 
occasion  to*  mortify  his  vanity,  there  wanted  not 
those  who  Vere  wiUing  Co  acquire  the  favour  of  the 
Lady  of  Avenel  by  humouring  and  taking  part  with 
the  youth  whom  she  protected ;  for  although  a  favour* 
ite.  as  the  poet  assures  us,  has  no  fnenoT  he  seldom 
fails  to  have  both  followers  and  flatterers. 

Tlio  partisans  of  Roland  Graeme  were  chiefly  to  be 
found  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  httle  hamlet  on 
the  shore  of  the  lake.  These  villagers,  who  were 
sometimes  tempted  to  compare  their  own  situation 
with  that  of  the  immediate  and  constant  followers  of 
the  Knight,  who  attended  him  on  his  frequent  jour- 
neys to  Edinburgh  and  elsewhere,  delighted  in  con- 
sidering and  representing  themselves  as  more  pro- 
Eerly  the  subjects  of  the  Lady  of  Avenel  than  of 
er  husband.  It  is  true,  her  wisdom  and  affection  on 
all  occasions  discountenanced  the  distinction  which 
was  here  implied ;  but  the  villagers  persisted  in  think* 
ing  it  must  be  agreeable  to  her  to  enjoy  their  peculiar 
and  undivided  homage,  or  at  least  in  acting  as  if  they 
thought  so ;  and  one  chief  mode  by  which  they  evinced 
their  sentiments,  was  by  the  respect  they  paid  to  young 
Roland  Gneme,  the  favourite  attendant  of  the  de- 
scendant of  their  ancient  lords.  This  was  a  mode  of 
flattery  too  pleaang  to  encounter  rebuke  or  censure ; 
and  tne  opportunity  which  it  afforded  the  vouth  to 
form,  as  it  were,  a  party  of  his  own  within  the  limits 
of  the  ancient  barony  of  Avenel,  added  not  a  little  to 
the  audacity  and  decisive  tone  of  a  character,  which 
was  by  nature  bold,  impetuous,  and  incontrollable. 

Of  tne  two  members  of  the  household  who  had 
manifested  an  early  jealouw  of  Roland  Gncnrie,  the 
prejudices  of  Wolf  were  easfly  overcome  i  and  in  pro- 
cess of  time  the  noble  dog  slept  with  Bran,  Luatb, 
and  the  celebrated  hounds  of  ancient  days.  But  jVIr. 
Wardien,  the  chaplain,  lived,  and  reUmed  his  dislike 
to  the  youth,  lliat  good  man,  smgle-mmded  and 
benevolent  as  he  really  was,  entertained  rather  more 
than  a  reasonable  idea  of  the  respect  due  to  him  as  a 
minister,  and  exacted  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
castle  more  deference  than  the  haughty  young  page^ 
proud  of  his  mistress's  favour,  aiia  petulant  from 
youth  and  oiiuatioii,  wai  at  aU  timet  wilUiig  to  pay. 


ii  depirtBicDri  jealoua 

>l^'irei'fottbe'imt"fbi8°clioricier,  hewa«»StBr 
a  parcel  poet,  (qualicinwliichby  DoncuiaBbaiad 

naiunl  conceLI.)  a  joWy  fellow,  who,  Ihough  a 

Hand  ProteaiBDt,  loTcd  a  Bann  of  ale  betler  ihan  a 

g  aarmon.  a  tiaal  man  of  bis  handa  vhao  naatl 


a."^,." 


I  an  occasiooal,  thoush  *err 


lahed  flesh,  a 

Jo  to,"  aaiil  1 

Ihyaelf  child  Rol 


,  and  (0  Ay  iheu 


stie  of  A 


thnn  consisted  wiih  his  usual  habiu. 

Thus  aiiuated,  vcare  elidod  on.  duime  which  thf 
Knighi  of  Avenel  conlinued  lo  act  a  fmnjenl  and 
imporlinl  pan  in  Ihe  convulstona  of  his  distracieil 
ccHmwyj  while  young  Orwmo  anricipsted,  both  in 
wiabea  and  pereonil  Occam pliahmen la,  Ihe  aje  which 
■honld  enable  him  loemencBAvni  ihe  obaconiy  of  tiii 


WnEK  Roland  Q 
teen  (rcara  of  aj 

ningkepi  hia  i 

traininKofsnej 


;;;»; 


Cleaauie  lo  the  falc 
aye  ■itendcd  upon  It. 

"WbaL  hoi  air  knave,"  exelaimed  Roland,  'ia 
thus  you  feed  iheeyaa  with  tinwaahed  mear,  aa  if  y 
were  gurgins  ibe  loiil  branchn  of  a  wortbteia  hood 
crow  T— by  tneTnHB,Bnd  thou  hast  nefdected  iisci 
inn  alao  for  ibese  two  daysl  Think'st  thou  I  Tt 
tured  my  neck  to  bring  (he  biid  down  from  the  ci 
tbal  thou  shouldst  iiioil  her  by  thy  nej  * 
to  add  force  lo  biarenH)natraucea,hscc 


Woodcoek.  the  bleonar  of  Avenel,  wsi  an 

Ly  birlh,  bni  aD  king  in  the  aerr  "    ' 

ihnba  iMd  loM  uracil  «f  bii  M 


in  that  whieli  ha  had  to 


Woodcock,  each  at  we  ban  deaeribed  him, 
leana  relished  ibe  fnedom  uaed  by  rouns 
"  ''■—'-""  *•■ '-• Hey,  bey,  my 


e  loo,"  anawerol  Roland. 
look  not  better  afiHr  yoor 

Inrdane  fscdiaK  her  wiiti 

:r.  "  thou  art  btit  an  era* 
at  knoweel  ibnu  of  leed- 

— „  . , ,—  jhould  hove  her  meat  un- 

wariied,  until  she  brcomes  a  hranchei — 'Iweie  tbo 
!ve  her  the  frounce,  (o  wash  her  meal 

, knows  every  ona  who  ksowa  a  glad 

Irom  a  falcon." 

"  It  IS  thine  own  luiae^^  tbon  &lae  Engtiab  blood, 
Ihsl  dost  nothing  but  drink  and  sleep,"  retorted  the 
-  -  -      "    -  ■  ■     ,fg  ihal  lither  Isd  to  do  the  wmk. 

)  idle  then,"  said  the  falconer,  "that 
at  percb  and 

shortl— and  am  I  of  false  English  blood  ?— 1  msrvS 
what  bkxid  thou  art-nehhEr  Engbnder  nor  Scot— 
"-*■  —  "--■■  -  '— -.rd  frorn  the  Debareablo  Land; 
ally!— Mony,  out  upon 
t.bearercergeniJer'^ 


thee  fnul  kite,  ihst  woabj  fait;  Ix 

The  reply  la  this  sarcasm  wss 

well  Bppli^,  ihel  it  I '■—   ■ 

hawks.    Up  storied  Adam  V- , 

"'ise  anpeaaed  by  the  cM  immcraion.  and  adzing^  on 

Imncheou  which  aiood  by,  nould  have  soon  reqiuted 

le  injury  he  had  receivtd,  had  not  Roland  laid  hia 

and  on  his  poniard,  and  sworn  by  all  ihal  waaaacred, 

iDl  if  he  oFered   s  sTroki^  towards  him,  he  woald 

leaihe  the  blade  in  his  boweb.    The  oolae  waa  now 

3  great,  ihsi  more  ihati  one  of  the  houseliold  ciino 

I,  end  nmonrai  otheta  the  mejor-donxi,  a  srave  par- 

.itiBRc,  alirady  mentioned,  whose  gold  clisin  and 

while  wand  inlimatnl  hia  authority.    At  the  tppesr- 

X  of  this  dignitary,  the  strife  waa  for  the  preaenl 

leased.    lie  embraced,  however,  ao  favourebla  an 

lortuniiy,  lo  rend  Rdand  OrEme  a  ahrewd  laclom 

the  nnproprielyof  his  deporimeni  le  bis  fellow- 

nials,  and  lo  aasure  him,  that  should  he  CDinniaDi- 

e  this  fray  to  bia  master,  (who,  ibotirii  now  on  ona 

of  his  frequeni  expeditions,  was  apaedilr  eipccte^to 
relunk,)  wnich  but  for  reaped  to  hia  Lady  be  voBld 
most  certainly  do,  the  residence  of  the  enlpiit  in  Iba 
Caatleof  Avenel woDldbebatof briefdoralion.  "Bui, 
however,"  added  ihe  prudent  ntasterof  ibe  hotisebold, 
"I  will  report  the  mailer  first  lo  my  Lady." 

"  Very  just,  very  riahi.  Master  Win  gale  "  eicloima) 
several  voice*  togethiTi  "tny  Lady  wilt  consider  if 
dsHgera  are  to  be  drawn  m  as  for  every  idle  won), 
and  wheTher  we  are  to  Lve  in  a  weli-ordrred  house- 
hald,  where  there  in  the  fear  of  God,  or  antongst 
drawn  dirks  and  sharp  kniv(»." 

The  object  of  this  ^oeral  resentment  darted  an 
tnary  alance  around  bim,  and  suppressing  with  diffi- 
culty the  desire  which  urged  him  la  reply  in  fiirioua  or 
in  cuntemphious  tanaua^  returned  his  dagger  inio 
the  scabbard,  looked  disdainfully  around  upon  ibo 
aaaembled  menials,  turned  abort  upon  hia  heel,  and 


mi 


THBIBBQT. 
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posbins  aada^otewlio  ttood  betwixt  him  tmiAe 
dooiv  iot  the  apiutment. 

'*ThiB  wiU  be  no  tree  fiur  my  neet,"  said  the  fal- 
coner, *'  if  this  cockrsparrow  is  to  crew  over  us  as  he 
aeems  to  do.** 

^^  He  s^mck  me  with  his  switch  yesterday,"  said 
one  of  the  grooms,  **  because  the  tail  of  his  worship's 
selding  was  not  trimmed  altogether  so  as  suitednis 
Humour." 

"And  I  promise  you."  said  the  laundress,  "my 
young  master  will  stick  nothing  to  call  an  honest 
woman  shit  and  auean,  if  there  be  but  a  ^eck  of  soot 
upon  his  band-collar.'^ 

"  If  Master  Wingate  do  not  bis  errand  to  my  Lady," 
was  the  general  result,  **  there  will  be  no  tarrying  m 
the  same  nouse  with  Roland  Grsme." 

The  master  of  the  household  heard  them  all  for 
some  time,  and  then,  motioning  for  universal  silence, 
ho  addressed  them  with  all  the  dignity  of  Malvolio 
himself— "My  masterai— not  forgetting  you,  my  mis- 
ueeses,— do  not  think  the  worse  of  me  that  1  proceed 
with  as  much  care  as  haste  in  this  matter.  Our  mas- 
tar  it  a  rallant  kni^t,  and  will  have  his  sway  at 
home  and  abroad,  m  wood  and  field,  in  hall  and 
bower,  as  the  saying  is.  Our  Lady,  my  benison  upon 
her.  is  also  a  noble  person  of  long  descent,  and  right- 
led  neir  of  this  place  and  baronv,  and  she  also  loves 
her  will :  as  for  that  matter,  snow  me  the  woman 
who  doth  not  No«r,  she  hath  favoured,  doth  favour, 
and  will  favour  this  jackanape&— for  what  good  part 
about  him  I  know  not,  save  that  as  one  noble  fady 
will  love  a  roessan  dosL  and  another  a  screaming 
popinjay,  and  a  third  a  Barbary  ape,  so  doth  it  please 
our  noble  dame  to  set  her  affections  upon  this  stray 
elf  of  ft  page,  for  naiu^t  that  I  can  think  o^  save  that 
•he  was  the  cause  of  his  being  saved  (the  more's  the 
pity)  from  drowning."  And  here  Master  Wingate 
made  a  pause. 

"I  would  have  been  his  caution  for  a  gray  groat, 
asainst  salt  water  or  fresh^"  said  Rolsnd's  adver- 
sary. .th«> falconer;  "  marry,  if  he  crack  not  a  rope  for 
stabbing  or  for  snatching,  I  will  be  content  never  to 
hood  hawk  again." 

,  **  Peace,  Adam  Woodcock,"  said  Wingate,  waving 
his  hand)  "1  prithee,  peace,  man— Now,  my  Lady, 
liking  this  springald,  as  aforesaid,  differs  therein 
from  my  Lord,  who  loves  never  a  bone  in  his  skin. 
Now,  is  it  for  me  to  stir  op  strife  betwixt  ihem.  and 
put  as  'twere  my  finger  betwixt  the  bark  ana  the 
tree,  on  account  of  a  pragmatical  youngster,  whom, 
nevertheless,  I  would  wilBngly  see  whipped  forth  of 
the  barony  7  Have  patience,  and  this  boil  will  break 
without  our  meddling.  I  have  been  in  service  since 
I  wore  a  beard  on  my  chin,  till  now  that  that  beard  is 
turned  grav,  and  I  have  seldom  known  any  one  bet- 
ter themselves,  even  by  taking  the  lady's  part  against 
the  lord's ;  but  never  one  who  did  not  dirk  himseU;  if 
he  took  the  lord's  against  the  lady's." 

"  And  so,"  said  Lilias,  "  we  are  to  be  crowed  over, 
erery  one  of  us,  men  and  women,  cock  and  hen,  by 
this  little  upstart?— I  will  try  titles  with  him  first,  1 
promise  you.— I  fanny,  Master  Wingate^  for  as  vnae 
as  you  look,  you  will  be  pleased  to  teU  what  you  have 
seen  to-day,  if  my  Lndv  commands  you  7" 

^To  speak  the  truth  when  my  Ladv  commands 
roe^"  answered  the  prudendal  niaior-domo,  "is  in 
some  measure  my  duty,  Mistress  Lilias ;  always  pro- 
viding for  and  excepting  those  cases  in  which  it  can- 
not be  spoken  without  oreeding  mischief  and  inoon- 
▼enience  to  mvself  or  my  fellow-servants ;  for  the 
tongue  of  a  tale-bearer  breaketh  bones  as  well  as  a 
Jeddart-stafT."* 

"  But  this  imp  of  Satan  is  none  of  your  friends  or 
fellow-servants,^'  said  Lilias;  "and  I  trust  you  mean 
not  to  stand  up  for  him  against  the  whole  family 
besides?" 

"  Credit  me.  Mistress  Lilias,"  replied  the  senior, 
should  I  seethe  time  fitting,  I  would  with  right 
good-will  give  him  a  lick  with  the  rough  side  of  my 
tongue." 

"Enough  said.  Master  Wingate,"  answered  Lihas; 

*  A  •p«eiM  of  battl«-aM,  to  oslled  as  tMiof  in  ttjmcM  um  la 
tMt  aacwot  bonli,  whoM  armorial  bearings  ttiJI  npraMOt  an 
SDoad  boraonwu  DnuKUabiof  Mcta  a 


"  then  inistiM^  his  song  shall  non  be- Wd.  Ifmy 
mistress  does  not  ask  me  what  is  the  matter  below 
stairs  before  she  be  ten  miaotas  of  time  older,  she  is 
no  bom  woman,  and  my  name  is  not  LiUas  Brad- 
bourne. 

In  pursuance  of  her  plan,  Mistress  Lilias  failed  not 
to  present  herself  before  her  Mistress  with  all  the  ex- 
tenor  0|f  one  who  is  possessed  of  an  important  secret, 
—that  is,  she  had  the  comers  of  her  mouth  tumea 
down,  her  eyes  raised  up,  her  hps  prsesed  as  fast 
together  as  if  they  had  been  aewed  upi  to  prevent  her 
blabbing,  and  an  air  of  prim  mystical  importance  dif- 
fused over  her  whole  person  and  demeenoui^  which 
seemed  to  mtimate,  "  I  know  something  which  I  am 
resolved  not  to  tell  you !" 

Lilias  had  riffhtly  read  her  mistress's  temper,  who 
wise  and  good  as  she  was;  was  yet  a  datighter  of 
grandam  Eve,  and  could  not  witness  this  mysterious 
bearing  on  the  part  of  her  waiting-woman  without 
longing  to  ascertain  the  secret  cause.  For  a  space, 
Airs.  Lilias  was  obdurate  to  all  inquiries,  sighed, 
turned  her  eves  up  hijsher  yet  to  heaven,  hopedfor 
the  heat,  but  had  nothing  particular  to  communicate. 
All  this,  as  was  most  natural  and  proper,  only  stinu^ 
lated  the  Lady's  curiosity;  neither  was  her  impor- 
tunity to  be  pairied  with,— "Thank  God,  I  am  no 
makebate— no  tale-bearer,— thank  God,  I  never  en- 
vied any  one's  favour,  or  was  anxious  to  propale  their 
misdemeanour,— only,  thank  God,  there  has  been  no 
bloodshed  and  murder  in  the  house— that  is  alf." 

"Bloodshed  and  murder!"  exclaimed  ihe  Lady, 
"  what  does  thequoan  mean  7— if  you  speak  not  pittn 
out,  vou  shall  have  something  you  will  scarce  bi 
thankful  for." 

"  Nay,  my  Lady,"  answered  Liliaa,  eager  t*  disbur- 
den her  mind,  or,  m  Chaucer's  phrase,  to  unbuckle- 
her  mail,'  "  if  you  bkl  me  speak  out  the  truth,  you 
must  not  be  moved  with  what  might  displeaae  you— 
Roland  Greme  has  dirked  Adam  Woodcock— that  is 
all." 

"  Good  Heaven !"  said  the  Lady,  turning  as  pale  a». 
ashes,  "  is  the  man  slain  7" 

"No,  madam,"  replied  Lilias,  "but  slain  he  woula 
have  been,  if  there  had  not  been  ready  heip  ;,but  may* 
be,  it  is  your  X.odyship's  pleasure  that  this  young 
esquire  shall  poniard  the  servants  as  wall  assw4ti» 
and  batoon  them." 

"Go  to,  minion,"  said  the  Lady,  "you  are  sai(cy 
—tell  the  master  of  the  household  to  attend  me  in- 
stantly." 

Lilias  hastened  to  seek  out  Mr.  Wingate,  and  buiry 
him  to  his  lady's  presence,  Meaking  as  a  word  ia 
season  to  him  on  the  way,  I  have  aet  the  stons 
a-trowling,  look  that  you  do  not  let  it  stand  still." 

The  steward,  too  prudential  a  person  to  commit 
himself  otherwise,  answered  by  a  sly  look  and  a  nod 
of  intelligence  and  presently  af^er  stood  in  the  pre- 
sence or  the  Lady  of  Aven^  with  a  look  of  great 
respect  for  his  lady,  partly  real,  partly  affected,  and  an 
air  of  flnreat  aa^city,  which  inierred  no  ordinary  oon- 
ceit  oihimselfT 

"  How  is  this,  Wingate^"  said  the  Lady,  "  and  what 
rule  do  vou  keep  in  the  castle,  that  the  domestics  of 
Sir  HalDert  Glendinning  draw  the  dagger  on  eacAi 
other  as  in  a  cavern  of  thieves  and  murderera ''— it 
the  wounded  man  much  hurt  7  and  what— what  hath 
become  of  the  unhappy  boy  7" 

"There  is  no  one  wounded  as  yet,  madam,"  replied 
he  of  the  golden  chain ;  it  passes  my  poor  skill  to 
say  how  many  may  be  wounded  before  Pasche,*  if 
some  rule  be  not  taken  with  this  youth— not  but  tha 
youth  is  a  fair  youth,"  he  added,  oorrectmg  himself 
"and  able  at  his  exercise;  but  somewhat  too  ready 
with  the  ends  of  his  fingers,  the  but  of  his  riding*, 
switch,  and  the  point  of  his  dagger."  ,    .. , 

"And  whose  fault  is  that/n«id  the  Lady^"but 
yours,  who  should  have  taught  him  better  disctpUnc^ 
than  to  brawl  or  to  draw  his  dagger  7" 

"If  it  please  your  Ladyship  so  to  impose  ths 
blame  on  me,"  anawered  the  steward,  "  it  is  my  part 
doubtless,  to  bear  it— only  I  submit  to  your  consi- 
deration, that  unless  I  nailed  Ijis  weapon  to  the  scab- 
bard, I  could  no  more  keep  it  still  than  I  could  fi^ 


If 


TOE  ABBOT. 


CCbat.  nr, 


lver,~whioh  defied  e?en  the  ikiD  of  Reymond 

.oHnie," 

'*  Tell  me  not  of  Raymond  LolHas,"  mid  the  Lady, 
losing  patience,  "but  send  me  the  chaplain  hither. 
You  grow  all  of  you  too  wise  for  me  during  your 
lord's  long  and  repeated  absences.  I  would  to  Ooa  his 
aAairs  would  permit  him  to  remain'at  home  and  rule 
his  own  household,  for  it  passes  my  wit  and  skill  t" 

*'  God  forbid,  my  Lady !"  said  the  old  domestic, 
"  that  you  should  smcerely  think  what  you  are  now 
pleased  to  say :  your  old  servants  might  weH  hope, 
that  after  so  many  years'  duty,  you  would  do  their 
service  more  justice  than  to  distrust  their  gray  hairs, 
because  they  cannot  role  the  peevish  humour  of  a 
green  head,  which  the  owner  carrieay  it  may  be,  a 
orace  of  inches  hi^er  than  becomes  him.'*^ 

"  Leave  me,"  said  the  Lady  j  "  Sir  Halbert's  renim 
must  now  be  expected  daily,  aiul  he  will  look  into 
these  matters  himself— leave  me,  I  say,  Wingate, 
without  saying  more  of  it.  I  know  you  are  honest, 
and  I  believe  the  boy  is  pemlant ;  and  yet  I  think  it  is 
my  favour  which  hath  set  all  of  you  against  him." 
.  The  steward  bowed  and  retired,  after  having  b^n 
silenced  in  a  second  attempt  to  explain  the  motives 
on  which  he  acted. 

The  chaplain  arrived ;  but  neither  from  him  did  the 
Lady  receive  much  comfort.  On  the  contrary,  she 
Ibund  him  disposed,  in  plain  terms,  to  lay  to  the  door 
of  her  indulgence  all  the  disturbances  which  the  fiery 
temper  of  Roland  Graeme  had  already  occamoned,  or 
might  hereafter  occasion,  in  the  family.  "  I  would," 
he  said,  "honoured  Lady,  that  you  had  deigned  to  be 
niled  by  me  in  the  outset  of  this  matter,  sith  it  is  easy 
to  stem  evil  in  the  fountain,  but  hard  to  struggle 
against  rt  in  the  stream.  You,  honoured  madam  (a 
word  which  I  do  not  use  according  to  the  vain  forms 
of  this  world,  but  because  1  have  ever  loved  and  ho- 
noured you  as  an  honourable  and  an  elect  lady,)-^ 
jfou,  I  say,  madam,  have  been  pleased,  contrary  to  my 
poor  but  earnest  counsel^  to  raise  this  boy  from  his 
station  into  one  approaching  to  your  own.'*^ 

"What  mean  you,  reverend  sir?"  said  the  Lady; 
"I  have  made  this  youth  a  page— is  there  aught  in 
my  doing  so  that  does  not  become  my  character  and 
quaUty  7" 

"I  dispute  not,  madam,"  said  the  pertinacious 
preacher,  "your  benevolent  purpose  in  talcing  chaige 
of  this  youth,  or  yonr  title  to  give  him  this  idle  cha- 
racter of  page,  if  such  was  your  pleasure;  though 
what  the  education  of  a  boy  in  the  train  of  a  female 
can  tend  to,  save  to  ingraft  foppery  and  effeminacy 
on  conceit  and  arrogance,  it  passes  my  knowledge  to 
discover.  But  I  blame  you  more  directly  for  having 
taken  little  care  to  guard  him  against  the  perils  of  his 
^ndition,  or  to  tame  and  humble  a  spint  naturally 
haughty,  overbearing,  and  impatient.  You  have 
brought  into  your  bower  a  lion's  cub ;  delighted  with 
the  beauty  of  his  fur,  and  the  grace  of  his  gambols, 
you  have  bound  him  with  no  fetters  befitting  the 
fierceness  of  his  di^wsition.  You  have  let  him  grow 
np  as  unawed  as  if  he  had  been  still  a  tenant  of  the 
forest,  and  now  you  are  surprised,  and  call  out  for 
assistance,  when  he  begins  to  ramp,  rend,  and  tear, 
accordins^to  his  proper  nature." 

"  Mr.  Warden,"  said  the  Lady,  considerably  of- 
fended, "  you  are  my  husband's  ancient  friend,  and  I 
beheve  your  love  sincere  to  him  and  to  bis  household. 
Yet  let  me  say,  that  when  I  asked  you  for  counsel,  I 
atpected  not  this  asperity  of  rebuke.  If  I  have  done 
wrong  in  loving  this  poor  orphan  lad  more  than 
others  of  his  class,  I  scarce  think  the  error  merited 
such  severe  censure ;  and  if  stricter  discipline  were 
Te9uksd  to  keep  his  fiery  temper  in  order,  it  ought,  I 
fhmk,  to  be  considered,  that  I  am  a  woman,  ana  that 
if  1  have  erred  in  this  matter,  it  becomes  a  friend's 
part  rather  to  aid  than  to  rebuke  me.  I  would  these 
evils  were  taken  order  with  before  my  lord's  return. 
He  loves  not  domestic  discord  or  domestic  brawls : 
and  I  would  not  willingly  that  he  thought  such  could 
arise  from  one  whom  I  nave  favoured— What  do  you 
counsel  me  to  do  ?" 

"  Dwrniss  this  youth  from  your  service,  madam," 
rephed  the  preacher. 

Yoo  cannot  bid  me  do  so,"  aaid  the  Lady ;  "  you 
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cannot,  m  a  Christisn  and  a  man  of  hBBsoiQr.  bid 
me  turn  away  an  unprotected  createre.  against  whom 
my  favour,  my  injudicious  favoiff  iryoa  vnll,  bn 
reared  up  so  many  enemies." 

"  It  is  not  necessary  you  should  altogether  abaodoo 
him,  though  you  dismise  him  to  another  service,  <v  to  a 
calhng  better  suiting  his  station  and  character,"  said 
the  preacher ;  "  elsewhere  he  may  be  a  useful  and  pro- 
fitable member  of  the  commonweal— here  he  is  nit  a 
makebate,  and  a  stumbling-block  of  ofibnce.  The 
youth  has  snatches  ofsense  and  of  intelligence,  though 
he  lacks  industry.  I  will  myself  give  him  letters  com- 
mendatory to  Ulcarius  SchiRoerbauseD,  a  learned 
professor  at  the  famous  university  of  Leyden,  wbc^e 
they  lack  on  under-janitor— where,  besides  ^tis  in- 
struction, if  God  give  him  the  grace  to  seek  it,  he  wiD 
enjoy  five  marks  by  the  year,  and  the  professor's  cast- 
off  suit,  which  he  diMiarts  with  biennially." 

"This  will  never  do,  good  Mr.  Warden,"  said  the 
Lady,  scarce  able  to  suppress  a  smile ;  "  we  wiU  ihiok 
more  at  large  uqpn  this  matter.  In  the  mean  wfaild, 
I  trust  to  your  remonstrances  with  this  wild  bejr  aiM 
with  the  family,  for  restraining  these  violent  and  un- 
seemly jealousies  and  bursts  of  passion ;  and  1  entreat 
you  to  press  on  him  and  them  their  duty  in  this  respect 
towards  God.  and  towards  their  master." 

"  You  shall  be  obeyed,  madam,"  said  Wanlen. 
"  On  the  next  Thursday  I  exhort. the  family,  and  Mhil 
with  God's  blessing,  so  wrestle  with  the  demon  of 
wrath  and  violence,  which  hath  entered  into  my  little 
flock,  that  I  trust  to  hound  the* wolf  out  of  the  fok!, 
as  if  he  were  chased  away  with  ban-dogs." 

This  was  the  part  of  the  conference  from  which  Mr. 
Warden  derived  the  greatest  pleasure.  The  pulpit  v?a» 
at  that  time  the  same  powerful  engine  for  anectiog 

Eopidar  feeling  which  the  press  has  smce  become,  aaa 
e  had  been  no  unsucccss&l  preacher,  as  we  nave 
already  seen.  It  followed  as  a  natural  consequence, 
that  he  rather  over-estimated  the  powers  of  his  own 
oratory,  and.  like  some  of  his  brethren  about  the  period, 
was  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  handle  any  matters  of 
importance,  whether  public  or  private,  ttee  discussion 
of  which  could  be  dragged  into  fiis  discourse.  In  that 
rude  age  the  delkacy  was  unknown  which  prescribed 
time  and  place  to  personal  exhortations;  and  as  the 
court-preacher  often  addressed  the  King  individHally. 
and  dicuted  to  him  the  conduct  he  ou^ht  to  obEerre 
in  matters  of  state,  so  the  nobleman  htms^  or  any 
of  his  retainers,  were,  in  the  chapel  of  the-  feudal 
castle,  often  incensed  or  appalled,  as  the  csfc  roi^t 
be,  by  the  discussion  of  their  private  faults  in  the 
evening  exereise,  and  by  spiritual  censures  directed 
against  them,  specifically,  personally,  and  by  name. 

The  sermon,  by  means  of  which  Jlenry  Warden 
proposed  to  restore  concord  and  good  order  to  the 
Uastle  of  Avenel,  bore  for  text  the  wdl-known  words, 
"  He  -who  ttriketh  with  the  ntord  Mhalt  pcriah  fcy 
the  sttord^"  and  was  a  singular  mixture  of  good 
sense  and  powerful  oratory  with  pedantry  and  bad 
taste.  He  enlarged  a  good  deal  on  the  worn  striketb, 
which  he  assured  his  hearers  comprehended  blows 
given  with  the  point  as  well  as  with  the  edge,  and 
more  generally,  shooting  with  hand-gun,  cross-bow, 
or  long-bow,  thrusting  with  a  lance,  or  doinf^  any 
thing  whatever  by  which  death  might  be  occostoned 
to  the  adversary.  In  the  same  manner,  he  proved 
satisfactorily,  that  the  word  sword,  comprehended  all 
descriptions,  whether  back-sword  or  basket-hilt,  cut- 
and-thrust  or  rapier,  falchion  or  scimitar.  "  But  if," 
he  continued  with  still  greater  animation,  "  the  text 
includeth  in  its  anathema  those  who  strike  with  any 
of  those  weapons  which  man  hath  devised  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  hia  open  hosiihty,  still  more  doth  it  compre- 
hend such  as  from  their  form  end  size  are  densrd 
rather  for  the  gratification  of  privy  malice  by  treach- 
ery, than  for  the  destruction  of  an  enemy  prepared  and 
standing  upon  his  defence.  Such,"  'he  proceeded, 
looking  sternly  at  the  place  where  the  page  was  featcd 
on  a  cushion  at  the  feet  of  his  mistress,  and  wearing 
in  his  crimson  bell  a  gay  dagger  with  a  gilded  hilt,— 
"  Such,  more  espcdalTy,  J  hold  to  be  those  implemenia 
of  death,  which,  in  our  modern  and  fantastic  times, 
are  worn  not  only  by  thieves  and  cut-throats,  to  whom 
they  most  properly  oelong,  but  even  by  those  who  at* 


THE  ABBOT. 


tend  upon  women,  uid  wut  in  tin  ehamlxti  of  ho- 
nouiable  ladies.    Yes,  my  friends.— evety 
this  unhappy  weapon,  frnmed  for  &]l  evil  i 
KOod,_i»  CO rapreheodod.  under  Ibis  dejdly 

diri 

-  ownBoider-ihicvei  and  cQMhi ,  „ 

n  dudgKin  dag)(er,  all  are  alike  engines  invenled  bf 
the  devil  himself,  for  readf  implcmenle  of  deadly 
wTHth,  Hidden  lo  eicciile,  and  difficiill  to  lie  parried. 
Kyen  the  common  Bword-and-buckler  bravrler  ' 
Epises  the  use  ofauch  a  treacherous  and  mnlignnnl  — 
•troment,  which  is  therefore  fit  to  be  used,  not  bv  men 
or  Boklier^  but  by  thosa  who,  trained  under  lemple 
disciDline.  become  ihemsclvea  efleminnte  hprmaphro- 
ilo8{N(e  and  female  cowntdice  added 
and  evil  pa!9!DDB  of  Ihcir 


Tbo  elTect  which  ibis  oralion  produced  upon  ihe 
■saemliled  congregation  of  Avcnel  cannot  very  easjly 
be  described.  The  Ladyaeemed  at  once  embarrassed 
and  oncndedi  the  menialscauldhardly  contain,  under 
an  albctaiiun  of  deep  aiteniion,  Iha  jo/  -"■'■  —'-■-'- 
ihey  heard  Iho  diaploin  launch  Iti?  iTiun 
head  oftlic  unpopular  favourite  and  the  we 
they  considered  as  a  badflc  of  afTcctation 
Mrs.  Liliia  crested  and  drew  up  her  head 
(Itscp-felt  pndo  of  Braiiflod  rt?cntineni ; 


^ano^d« 


the  vfjJI,  V 

most  accuracy,  more  wilhn^,  perhaps,  u 
censure  of  being  inattentive  to  the  sermoi 
of  seeming  la  listen  with  marked  opprobal 
■ppearod  sodi 


The 


of  Ihe  hari 


(ue    wnui 
hadhilhei 


nature  bad  endowed ^ . 

to  found  no  elTeciual  resimini,  could  noi  ciiaguise  me 
rBSfnimenl  which  he  fell  at  beini;  thus  direclly  held 

bLl  inhtbiiam^  of  Ihe  little  world  in  which  he  lived. 
Hia  brow  grew  red.  Ins  lip  etc*  pile,  he  eel  his  teeth, 
ho  clenched  his  hand,  and  then  Willi  mechanical 
ro«dineas  graapcd  iha  weapon  of  which  the  clergy- 


.....1    had   (,.-„.  _  

lenglh,  as  111 e  preacher  hoiKhri 

nble,  that,  fearful  of  being  liun 


"ihVcol'ounnfii^ 

inio  some  deed  of 

Cerale  Tioleace,  he  rose  up,  iraveiBed  ihe  chapel 
faaely  eiepa,  and  left  the  cangicgaiion, 

while  the  fiery  youth  "hni  nnnna  him  likp  n  Oniili  nf 
liahlning,  r^arding 


riahed    to  dart  from 


s  he  passed,  us  if  he  had 


btigiitir 


IS  Ihe  I 


had. he 


/aiilled  entrance  hy 

.„ with  Ihe  caslla  than  the  impropriety 

)f  his  conduci  supplied  Warden  with  one  of  ihoae 
lappieraubjecw  for  eloquenco,  of  which  heknew  hi^ 
o  take  idvanlage  for  making  a  suitable  impresaion 


•naihama  ;  "  He  hath  go 
was  not  of  us— the  aick  n 
the  wholesome  biiler  of  ( 


hBih  been  offoiided  ai 
medicine— ihe  wounded 
■      -'rndly  knife  of  Ihe 


surgeon— the  shpep  hnih  fled  from  the  aheepfo 
delivered  himself  to  the  wolf,  becau 
■■mine  the  quiel  and  humble  condi 
B  hy  the  ^reai  Shepherd.-/ ' 


ofa 


;  demanded  of 
the  gnsai  Shepherd.- Ah '.  my  brethren,  beware 
ith-^ware.ofpride^bewaie  of  the  deadly  and 


which  sc 


ailselfioourfra.. 
.  ..  .  -..  a  of  lighi  I  What  is  our  earlhly 
honoor?  Pride,  and  pride  only— What  our  earthly 
gifia  andBr«ces1  Pride  and  vanity.— VoyafrcrsBpeak 
of  Indian  men  whodecli  themsclvee  willi  ahella.  Jnd 
■noinl  Ihsmselves  wiih  pigmenlE^  and  boast  of  their 
■ittreas  we  do  of  our  misembla  eatnol  advonlaaea- 
Prids  eonld  draw  down  tho  morning-aiar  from  Hea- 
ven STen  to  the  irenps  of  the  pit— Pride  and  self-op^ 
Dion  kindked  ihe  flaming  aword  whi;li  waves  us  on 
from    Paradifle — Pride  mads  Adam  n 


brought  amongi 
iNonghL    II  in  the  outpot 

levelled  with  Ihe  very  earlh. 
fool  ihan  of  Ihe  ain" 
soms  this  accursed 
up  by  III 


Rend,  ihen,  from  your  bo- 


ooOl  ihough-  ii  be  twiaied 
-  .  ""fi'  "f  'he  ctample  c 


called  lo-day— ere  your 


d  as  with  a  fircbrai 


your  warning  and  yi 
1  on  yoarselvca,  for  auch  self-con fldenee  ia  even  Iha 
>r3t  symptom  of  the  disorder  iierlf.  The  Pharisea 
rfiaps  deemed  himself  humble  while  he  alooped  in 
>  Temple,  and  thanked  God  that  he  waa  not  b« 
ler  men.  and  even  as  the  publican.  Bui  while  hit 
ees  Couched  the  marble  pavement,  his  head  wuu 
th  ks  Ihe  lopmosi  pinnacle  of  the  Temple.  Do  Dot 
crefore  deceive  yoiiisclvee,   andofter  false  cma, 

ink  not  that  such  will  pais  tho  assay  of  Omnipa- 
It  Wisdom,  Yet  shrink  no!  from  the  task,  b». 
use,  as  iB_tny^  boundcn  duly,  I  da  no!  diKuiae  Irom 
''"     '  '         "-" ■■= in  do  much— 


— Grsce 


in  do  all.". 


'U^ 


minds  of  many  the  exfaortalions 
larit^  and  to  numiliiy.   And,  in 

oi  a  set  of  child- 
lion  punished  for 

3,  con  their  task 

re  they  ihemselTes  are 


vingm 


■.y  had  I 

tn  because  they  Ibem 

fedinra  did  the  Lady  of  Arenel 
mcnt.  She  fell  angry  alWaiden 
lestic  maiter,  in  which  she  took  a 
■  snbjcei  of  aiich  public  discus- 


personal  inlereflt,  lui;  airu^t.^:.  < 

bmnch  of  hia  Chrisiian  liberty  ni  a  preacher,  and 

of  his  brethren.    But  the  Felt-willed  conJuci  of  her 

'     "    ■    '  ■  '  .    Thai  he 

degrEe,  not 

thaiwhich 


^f  afibrifed  her  yet  decpir  ci 
oc!  Broken  through,  in  so  remorkn 


ehgioui 


5  argued  ■ 
repiTscnl 


poured  to  lier  to  become  his 
Tliia  opinion  might  be  found 

ihe  kindnesi  and  indulgence 

<he  could  Iw  totally  mi; 


ledpya  with 


ihetefure 
others  ax 
The  thou 


e  had  elwan 
ii  imposaibla 
the  estimate 

e  eitreine  of 

l-rioh'iiouK'rrLdiis  chantably  hlnleiL 
Lstances  they  were  happily  umled,|  and 

?r  thia  orphan  hoy  clung  to  her  heart' 
fondness  for  which  she  heraelf  was 


!r  by  Hco 


dM.udbee>i 
I  to  afibld  Ota  fa 


tdud  other* 


IS  ■!»  Mt,  Alt  to  am 

ba  Jodgment  of  bet  bnibnia  an 

, 1  her  own)  ■  tnradnwtaaoe  do 

iDdiRaml  ro  the  boM  of  ipauae*  of  either  sex. 

In  ihort,  the  Lady  of  Avanel  fDmied  the  iDtamal 
mohilian,  iIibI  iba  wodd  not  deaert  her  pass  whilu 
ber  pan  could  be  ralionatl*  protected ;  aiMl,  wiib  the 
new  of  aKenainiiiB  bow  far  this  might  be  dune,  abe 
'  lo  her  presence. 


TOBASBOS. 


CHAPTER  V. 


K^Sr 


"Hiny,  open  the  door,  and  you  ahalt  hear," 
■wered  Iha  wailing-maid.    "I  trow  it  hecomee  my 
Lady's  meseage  to  be  liitened  to  Sace  to  face ;  and  I 
wilt  nol,  for  your  idle  pleeaure,  wbiaile  it  Ihroujib 

"Vour  mimieaa'a  name,"  aaid  llie  page,  opening 


her  directly, 


'^Vour  min 
the  door,  "ia  ._-  „..  _ 
Whenayamy  LadyT' 

"That  vou  willboplei 
in  the  withdraw ing-root 
nme  she  haa  aome  dire 
fbntiB  to  be  obaervnlin  I 

"Say  10  m/I^y,  Ibi 
aaidlbepage;  and, returning i 
be  once  more  locked  the  door 

Rare.courleay  t"  mutmed 


nawered  Li 

igchapel  in  fi 
'in  directly  w  I 


it 'Roland  GreiD 


"  What  I  la  that  lua  phrase,  a 
LiliasT'.  said  the  Lady,  coolly. 
"Nay,'  madam,"  rguiaJ  the  attendant,  nol  directly 

Gswctips  the  quealioD,   "he  looked  aa  if  he  could 
.   ve  saidTmuch  more  imperttnent  ihin^  than  that. 


neilher  that  of  fear  nor  of  penitence. 

"  young  man,"  aaid  the  Ledy,  "what  trow  you  am 
I  to  think  of  your  conduct  iliiadayl" 

"If  it  haa  ofiended  you,  madam,  I  am  deeply 
grieved,"  said  the  youth." 

"TohaveoffendedniaBlone,"sBidtheLady.  "were 
but  lit[le--Tnu  have  been  guilty  of  conduct  which 
will  higjily  oiiend  your  maatei^-of  violence  to  your 
fbtlow-aervants,  and  of  diarespeci  to  Ood  bimBcu;  in 
tbe  petaon  of  hia  ambaiaador.' 

,  "Permit  mo  aaain  lorfply,"  aaid  ibe  page,  "that 
if  I  have  oHended  my  only  mietTfw^  fnand,  and  bene- 
bctress,  ii  inclodea  the  aum  ofmy  guilt,  and  d«errea 
the  ram  of  my  penitence— Sir  Halhert  Glendinniog 
calla  me  nol  ssr* ant,  nor  do  1  call  him  master^he  i> 


tnnldiitig  preeeber. ' ' 
".adyof  Aven 


The  Ladyof  Atenel  had  before  this  seen  symplomi 
in  her  fnvourilB  of  boyish  petulance  and  of  impst^oxc 
of  censure  01  reproof.  Bui  his  ptrsenidemeanoutwu 
ofa  Rtaverana  more  determined  chaiocler,  and  tbe 
was  lot  a  moment  at  a  loss  how  she  should  Ileal  tbe 
youth,  who  Boeined  lohave  at  once  assumed  thedu- 


^.  but  of  a 


ind  Ihcn  am  lu- 

and,  that  you  hold  tbia  (angcaeei 

that  you  declare  yourself  indcivnd- 

..., earthly  and  a  Heavenly  maititl 

Have  you  forgotten  what  you  were,  and  to  wbal  the 
losa  of  my  protection  woiild  ^leedily  again  rednB 


ini!  the  digni 
Isilforth^^ 


yoiiT' 

remembt 
should  h 


lialiod  m  yon  b 


'poiniw, 
a  thnnelt 

(.  "tS 

u  hare  pm- 


the  window,  agitated  by  the  wei 

goodoesB  haa  ^uc  hrlher,  mac ^__  ^.. 

lectod  me  nHainat  the  malice  of  othera,  and  against 
my  own  folly.  Vou  are  free,  if  you  are  wiliiofi  to 
abandon  the  otphan  you  have  reorcd.  You  bate  Idi 
noibingundonebyhim,  and  he  Fomplains  of  nolhing. 
And  yet,  I,ady,  do  not  ibink  I  have  been  uneiatrful— 
I  have  endured  aoinething  on  my  part,  which  I  wodH 
have  botne  for  the   sake  of  no  one  but  my  beoe- 

"For  my  sake!"  aaid  the  Ladyi  "and  what  iail 
that  I  can  have  eubjeclcd  you  to  cndui?,  which  can  ba 
remembered  with  other  feelings  than  those  (rfthanki 
andntaiiiudeT' 

"You  are  too  juaL  madam,  to  re^re  nM  to  bl 
thankful  for  the  cold  neglect  with  which  yourbuf 
bond  has  uniformly  liealed  me— neglect  not  un- 
mingled  with  fixed  aveision.  You  are  too  just,  madam, 
to  require  me  lo  be  grmcful  fur  (he  consiani  and  oa- 
ceaaina  marks  of  ecom  and  malevoleace  with  which 
I  have  lieen  trealed  by  aihere,or  for  such  a  homily  ai 
that  with  which  your  reverend  chaplSTtt  has,  at  myei- 
penee,  ihie  very  day  regaled  ihenswmbledhouaebold." 

"Heard  mortal  eats  thelikeof  ihia!"  aaid  the  wait- 
ing-maid, wiih  her  hands  expanded,  and  her  eft* 

an  earl,  or  of  a  belted  kniehi  the  least  penny  I" 
Tbe  page  (danced  on  her  a  lo<^  of  supreme  cot^ 

IrcsB,  who  beaan  to  fed  herself  aeriously  ofleDckd, 
and  yet  sony  for  the  youtfa'a  folly,  look  up  ihe  ssma 

"Indeed,  Roland,  youfor^t  yourself  so  stiangety,' 

Lilioa,  "would  be  heal  done  by 
I  mebeggar'ahiHlibai  yourlai^- 

niddy,"  continued   the  Lady, 
'  ibe  iTUih,  young  man  ;  nor  do  I 

1  I  that  pride  which  hath  so  coin- 

]  fld.    Vou  have  been  tricked  qi 

nd  treated  like  the  son  ofa  gen- 
(  ve  forgo)  the  fountain  of  your 

don,  moat  honourable  madaip, 
1  'n  tniih,  nor  does  your  ladyafaqi 

1  scent,  which  should  entitle  yvo 

brat— my  ersndmolher  bi^ed  G^m  no  one,  beie  nor 


•1  Cisde,  with  Its  la 


It  had  indeed  been  a  theme   i 


Otut,  YL] 
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It 


mnd,"  said  the  Ltdy,  affected  nevertheless  with  the 
iumion. 

^It  was  neoessari*  madam,  for  ray  vindication," 
said  the  page,  "or  I  had  not  even  hinted  at  a  word 
that  might  |dve  you  pain.  But  believe  honoured 
Lady,  I  am  ox  no  churls'  blood.  My  proper  descent 
I  know  not ;  but  my  only  relation  has  said,  and  my 
heart  has  echoed  it  back  and  attested  the  truth,  that  I 
am  sprung  of  gentle  blood,  and  deserve  gentle 
osage/* 

**  And  upon  an  assurance  so  vague  as  this,"  said  the 
Lady,  **  do  yon  propose  to  expect  all  the  regard,  all 
the  privileges,  benttmg  high  rank  and  distinguished 
birtn,  and  oecome  a  contender  for  concessions  which 
are  only  due  to  the  noble?  Oo  to,  sir,  know  yourself; 
or  the  master  of  the  household  shall  make  3rou  know 
fom  are  liable  to  the  scourge  as  a  malapert  boy.  You 
nave  tastal  too  litde  the  discipline  tit  for  your  sge  and 
station." 

"The  master  of  the  household  riisll  taste  of  my 
dagger,  ere  I  taste  of  bis  discipline,"  said  the  page, 
giving  way  to  his  reatrained  passion.  "  Lady,  I  have 
been  too  long  the  vassal  of  o  pantoufle,  and  the  slave 
of  a  silver  whistle.  You  must  henceforth  find  some 
other  to  answer  your  call ;  and  let  him  be  of  birth  and 
spirit  mean  enough  to  brook  the  scorn  of  your  menials, 
and  to  call  a  church  vassal  his  master." 

*'I  have  deserved  this  insult,"  said  the  Lady,  colour- 
ing deeply,  "  for  so  long  endurinx  and  fostering  vour 
rstulance.  B^^ne,  sir.  Leave  this  castle  to-night— 
wiU  send  yon  the  means  of  subsistence  till  you  find 
some  honest  mode  of  support,  though  I  fear  your 
imaginary  grandeur  ^1  be  above  all  others,  save 
those  of  rapine  and  violence.  Begone,  sir,  and  see  my 
face  no  more." 

The  page  threw  himself  at  her  feet  in  an  sgony  of 
sorrow.  '*  My  dear  and  honoured  mistress" — he  said, 
hut  was  unable  to  bring  out  another  svllable. 

**  Arise,  sir,"  said  the  Lady,  "  and  let  go  my  man- 
tle— hypocrisy  is  a  poor  cloak  for  ingratitude." 

"  I  am  incapable  of  either,  madam,"  said  the  psge, 
springing  up  with  the  hasty  start  of  passion  which 
belonged  to  his  rapid  and  impetuous  temper.  **  Think 
not  I  meant  to  implore  permission  to  reside  here ;  it  has 
been  long  my  determination  to  leave  Avenel,  and  I 
will  never  forgive  myself  for  having  permitted  you  to 
say  the  word  oe^roiu,  ere  I  said,  *I  leave  yon.'  I  did 
but  kneel  to  ask  your  forgiveness  for  an  ill-considered 
word  used  in  the  height  of  displeasure,  but  which  ill 
became  my  mouth,  as  addressed  to  you.  Other  grace 
I  asked  not— you  have  done  much  for  me— mit  1 
repeat,  that  you  better  know  what  you  yourself  have 
don&  than  what  I  have  sufTered." 

**  Roland,"  said  the  Lady,  somewhat  appeased,  end 
relenting  towards  her  favourite, '^  you  had  me  to  ap- 
peal to  when  you  were  aggrieved.  You  were  neither 
called  iqwn  to  suffer  wrong,  nor  entitled  to  resent  it, 
when  you  were  under  my  protection." 

"  And  what,"  ssid  the  youth,  "if  I  sustained  wrong 
from  those  yoo  loved  and  favoured,  was  I  to  disturb 
yaoT  peace  with  idle  tale-bearings  and  eternal  com- 
plaints 7  No.  madam ;  I  have  home  my  own  burden 
ra  silence,  and  without  disturbing  you  with  murmura ; 
and  the  respect  which  you  accuse  me  of  wanting, 
fnr.iishes  the  only  reason  why  I  have  neither  ap- 
pealed to  yoo,  nor  taken  vengeance  at  mv  own  hand 
in  a  manner  far  more  efTectua).  It  is  well,  however, 
that  we  part.  I  was  not  bom  to  be  a  stipendiary, 
ftvoared  oy  his  mistress,  until  ruined  by  the  calum- 
nies of  otnera.  May  Heaven  multiply  its  choicest 
blessinss  on  your  honoured  head ;  aiui,  for  your  sake, 
upon  all  that  are  dear  to  you  1" 

He  was  about  to  leave  the  apartment,  when  the 
Lady  called  upon  him  to  return.  He  stood  still, 
while  she  thus  addressed  him :  "  It  was  not  my  inten- 
tion, nor  would  it  be  just,  even  in  the  height  of  my 
displeHsure,  to  dismiss  you  without  the  means  of  sup- 
port:  take  this  purse  ot  gold." 

"  Forj^e  me,  Lady^"  said  the  boy,  "  and  let  me  go 
hence  with  the  consciousness  that  I  have  not  been 
degraded  to  the  point  of  accepting  alms.  If  my  poor 
services  can  be  placed  against  the  expense  of  my  sp- 
pard  and  my  mainCenance,  4  only  remain  debtor  to 
yoo  for  my  lufe,  and  that  alone  is  a  debt  which  I  can 


never  repay ;  vut  m  than  that  parss^  and  only  ny, 
mstead,  that  you  do  not  part  from  me  in  anger.''' 

"No,  not  in  anger,"  said  ths  Lady,  "in  sorrow 
rather  for  your  wiUhlness ;  but  take  ths  gold— yon 
cannot  bat  need  it." 

"May  God  evermore  bless  you  for  the  kind  tons 
and  the  kind  word  I  but  the  gold  I  cannot  take.  1 
am  able  of  body,  and  do  not  lack  friends  so  wholly 
as  you  may  think ;  for  ths  tiitfe  may  come  that  I  mar 
yet  show  mvself  more  thankful  than  by  mere  words." 
He  threw  himself  on  his  knees,  kissed  the  hsnd 
which  she  did  not  vrithdraw,  and  then  haatfly  left  ths 
apartment. 

LiUas,  for  a  moment  or  two,  kept  her  eye  fiaed  on 
her  mistress,  who  looked  so  unusually  pale,  that  she 
seemed  about  to  faint;  but  the  Lady  instantly  rs- 
covOTed  herself;  and  declining  the  aasistance  which 
her  attendant  offered  her,  walked  to  hnr  own  apart* 
ment. 


CHAPTER   VL 

Thoa  liMt  weh  aecret  of  the  lHM»ehold,  Praoetfr 
I  diie  tw  I  worn  Utou  hut  tMon  in  tli«  baUwy 
8te«pinff  thy  curious  humour  in  fkt  ale, 
And  in  th«  butl«r'i  tatUe— ajr,  or  chatUiiff 
WiUi  the  flib  waitinf- woman  o'er  lier  eomflta— 
Theac  baar  the  ker  to  aacU  doDMaUe  Bytlarr. 

OldPfaii. 

Upon  the  morrow  succeeding  the  scene  we  lumi 
described,  the  disgraced  favourite  left  the  castle;  and 
at  breakfast-time  the  cautious  old  steward  and  Mrsi 
Lilies  sat  in  the  apartment  of  the  latter  personsgs, 
holding  grave  converse  on  the  important  event  ofUio 
day,  sweetened  by  a  small  treat  of  oomfits,  to  which 
the  providence  of  Mr.  Wingate  had  added  a  flask  of 
racy  canary. 

"  He  is  gone  at  last,"  said  the  abigail.  opping  hsr 
glass ;  "  and  here  is  to  his  good  journey.'' 

"Amen,"  answered  the  steward  gravely;  "I  wish 
the  poor  deserted  lad  no  ill." 

"And  he  is  gone  like  a  wild-duck,  as  he  earoe," 
continued  Mre.  Lilias ;  "  no  lowering  of  drawbridges, 
or  pacing  along  causeways,  for  him.  My  msster  nas 
pushed  off  in  the  boat  which  they  call  the  little 
Herod,  (more  shame  to  them  for  giving  the  name  of 
a  Christian  to  wood  and  iron,)  and  has  rowed  himself 
by  himself  to  the  further  side  of  the  loch,  and  off  and 
away  with  himself,  and  left  all  his  finery  stiewed 
about  his  room.  I' wonder  who  is  to  clean  his  tram* 
pery  out  after  him— though  the  things  are  worth  lift* 
in^  too." 

Doubdess,  Mrs.  Lilies,"  answered  the  master  of 
the  household ; "  in  the  which  case,  I  sm  free  to  think, 
they  will  not  long  cumber  the  floor." 

''^And  now  tell  me,  Mr.  Wingate,"  continued  the 
damsel,  "do  not  the  very  oockles  of  your  heart  re- 
joice at  the  house  being  rid  of  this  upstart  whelp,  that 
flung  us  all  into  shadow  1" 

"Why,  Mrs.  Lilias,"  rephed  Wingate,  "as  to  re- 

C'  ring— those  who  have  lived  as  long  in  great  fami- 
as  has  been  my  lot,  will  be  in  no  hurry  to  rm>ioe 
at  any  thing.  And  for  Roland  Grsme,  though  he 
may  be  a  fl^od  riddance  in  the  main,  yet  what  says 
the  very  sooth  proverb,  *  Seldom  comes  a  better.' " 

"  Seldom  comes  a  better,  indeed  !"  echoed  Mrs. 
Lilias.  "  I  say,  never  can  come  a  worse,  or  one  half 
so  bad.  He  might  have  been  the  ruin  of  our  poor 
dear  mistress,"  There  she  used  her  kerchief;)  "body 
and  soul,  and  eetate  too ;  for  she  spent  more  coin  on 
his  spparel  than  on  any  four  servants  about  the 
house. 

"Mrs.  Lilias,"  said  the  sage  steward,  "I  do  optno 
that  our  mistress  requireth  not  tbi^  nitv  at  our  hands, 
being  in  all  respects  competent  to  take  care  of  her 
own  body,  soul,  and  estate  into  the  bargain." 

"Yon  would  not  mavhap  have  said  so,"  answered 
the  waiting-woman,  "had  you  seen  how  like  Lot's 
wtfe  she  lodied  when  youns;  master  took  his  leave. 
My  mistress  is  a  good  lady,  and  a  virtuou&  and  a 
well-doing  lady,  and  a  well-spoken  of— but  I  would 
not  Sir  Halbert  bad  seen  her  last  evening  for  two  and 
a  plack." 

"  Oh,*foy !  foy  I  foy  f'  reiterated  the  steward ; "  aer- 
vants  should  hear  and  see,  and  say  nothing.    Besides 
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that,  iDfLkdr  ■■  mierlr  doToled  to  Sir  UBtberl.  u  I     "An 

well  the  mar,  bdnc.  >■  he  is,  the  mou  renowned    "Buppo 

kniBhi  in  these  pana."  Thei 

-%dl.  well,"  uid  ihe  abigul,  "1  mean  do  moii!["Gc>d  I 

iDosl  >pt  to  find  quiei  it  home,  that's  all  (  and  mv  i      "  IS'ai 
Lad/a  looeaoRia  aituatiDn  ia  to  be  conaidered.  tl 
nadti  bn  fna  to  tilie  up  wilh  the  firsi  IxsHar'a  b: 
thai  a  dog  brought  hcr'toul  of  the  locli." 

"And,  iherefore,"  laid  the  tieward.  "1  aay,  rejo 

Lfldv  wiahed'a  fovonTite  topaaa  awiy  iha  time,  i 

be  is  ffine. '  So  alie  will  have  another  favourite 
cbooee.ror  faeneii;  and  be  hsbluwJ,  if  ahe  wtalier  — 


t ,  replri 


II  lack  o] 


,"  aiid  Mte. 


own  tried  and  faithful 

"who  have  broken  her  urtnu,  unu  uiaiiik  ui^i  uiuja, 
for  ao  many  veural  I  hevo  ktiown  many  a  lady  as 
hif(h  as  aho,  that  ncypt  tboushl  .either  of  a  ftitnd  or 

having  a  proper  respect,  at  the  aame  limOi  for  iheir 
old  and  faithful  inaitcr  of  the  houaehald,  Hr.  Win- 

"Trulj',  Mrs.  Lilios,"  rcpUed  the  steward,  "I  do 
partly  Kv  ibc  mark  at  which  you  ehoal,  but  I  doubt 
your  boll  ivill  fall  short.  Matiets  bein);  vnth  our 
Lady  as  itltkcayoii  to  iHtppo<>e,it  will  neither  be  your 
erinipeil  pinurra,  Mn.  t.iliis,  (siwakine  of  ihem  with 
dua  respcci,)  nor  my  eilver  hair,  or  ROlden  chain,  that 
will  lill  W  ate  void  which  Roland  Grsme  tnual  needs 
leavo  in  <nir  Lsdy's  Irisuie.    There  will  bo  a  learned 

CDf!  divine  witli  euine  new  doctrine — a  learned 
il  wiih  ionic  Don'  dniR-^  bold  cavalier,  who  will 
nx  lio  refused  ihr  favour  of  wcsiinft  her  colours  si  a 
tunning  ■!  lbs  riiig— a  cunning  harper  that  could  harp 
the  hcnrl  out  ol  woman's  breast,  ai  tlicv  say  Sijjnor 
Dnnd_Rn«io  did  lo  our  iioor/iiiefni—    

IT  a  middle-ageii 

experience,  Maa- 


faiininte,  atut  not  an  old  steward, 

'      "w5l,"  ropliniLiIias,"yi)uliaT 
lor  Winpule,  "~  '  "~"'""  '  ' 


ptirkiiiBliilher  and  thither,  and  look  I 

after  the  nitairf  of  his  household.  There  will 
spisitieomoiisua  next,  for  what  should  I  see  ami 
istet's  clothes  but  a  alrinti  uf  Rold  beadal    It 


iredly  1  might  say  ao,"  retried  the  stewaid, 
'wg  that  I  saw  Satan  standing  simy  elbow.-' 
■aiiuig-womsn  Btatted,  and  hayine  exclaimed, 
ilese  us!"  added,  "i  wonder,  Mr.  Wingtic. 

,  Mrs.  Lihas,  1  had  noauchpuipoBf^"  waelba 
'  hut  look  you  here — the  pspisis  are  pot  down 
[>reeoai,  hut  who  knovra  how  loog  ihia  word 
(.rum.  will  Iut7  There  arc  Ivrogrrat  popish  carta 
in  the  north  of  Eiiclond,  that  abominate  the  yht 
word  rcformsiion ;  1  mean  the  iVoH hum beii and  and 
VVestmoreland  Earls,  men  of  i^wcr  eDocab  to  shoka 
any  thmne  in  Christendom.  Then,  though  our  StM- 
lish  King  lie,  God  blcaa  him,  a  itue  PiDlestant,  yet  bt 
is  but  a  boy;  and  here  is  his  mother  that  wsaoDt 
Uueen— 1  miat  ilifie  ia  no  baim  to  say  God  ble«  hn 
loo — and  she  ia  s  Catholic  i  and  many  b^u  lo  ihink 

in  the  west,  and  some  of  oui  Dotxlerclans  iTere,  and  iba 
Oordons  in  the  north,  who  ate  all  wisliiDa  to  see  • 
ttew  world  I  and  if  stii:h  a  new  solid  Bhouid  chance 
lo  come  up,  it  is  like  that  the  Queen  will  lake  back 
herovrn  crown,  and  thai  the  masn  ond  the  croaa  will 
come  upland  then  down  eu  pulpiia.  Genera  gowns. 

"And  have  you,  Air.  Jasper  Wingaie,  who  hare 
heard  the  word,  and  listeneu  unio  pure  and  preciooe 
Mr.  Henn'  Warden,  have  you,  I  say  the  patience  lo 

fceak,  or  bui  to  ihink,  of  potery  CO"  ""~    —   "       " 


marvel  ihal 

cast  eyes  ihnl'he  nev. 
wilh  hia  low  swcet-I< 
and  hia  benisons;  a: 


Obredhi 


k,P,. 
luer  wnn  niadown- 
myJ.ady'Bfaee.and 
Ind  hia  benedKilf*^ 
ready  lo  take  ibem 

'word  no^d  then 


but  only  because  I  rei^reeu 
whocananaivet,  ifMnry  I 
may  not  be  as  stout  a  tree 
thcr  hath  proved  to  us1    1 


nnlin 


either, 


master^B  blood.    And 
n  again,  whether  lie 

wii  goes  the  Earl  of 
iHunay  wnen  ine  uueen  comes  by  her  own  again  i 
and  good  is  his  luck  if  he  can  keep  ihe  head  on  hie 
own  shoulden.    And  down  ^ea  out  Knight  with  the 

einpiy  saddle  as  this  same  Father  Ambrose  1  The 
Pope  of  Rome  can  soon  dispense  wiih  his  vows,  and 
then  we  ahouM  have  Sir  Edward  ihs  soldier,  iDstead 
of  Ambrose  theprii^M." 

Anfler  and  aalonishment  kepi  Mrs.  Liliss  sikat, 

while  her  old  friend,  in  his  seli-eomptacenl  manner, 

WBB  making  known  to  her  his  pohucal  speciilaliona. 

Al  length  herreeeniment  found  utierancc  in  woidairf' 

i.^    greni  ire  and  acorn.    "  Whsi,  Masierninnle!  have 

or  :  you  eaien  my  mistress's  bread,  to  Bay  notbkig  of  mr 

I  niosler's,  so  msny  yearfc  that  you  could  bvo  to  ihiok 
Y-  I  ofherbeinRdispoeseseedof  herownCasileafAveiiel, 

by  a  wretdied  monk,  who  is  noi  a  drop's  biood  lo 

.-  1 1. L r__i_.',|,.,    I,  ihndnibulawoiiiaii, 

my  ivck  or  bis  cowl  were  the 
3TI  you,  MestcT Wingate !  Ifl 

i  BbouJdhavei[onetomyLBdy'ecDrs,thou)!hI  had  been 
at    called  pickthank  and  tale-pyei  Jar  my  paina,  aa  when 

I I  lold  of  Roland  Cncnic  ahooimg  ihe  wild  awao." 
be       Masiet  Winnate  was  yomcwliai  dismayed  at  per- 

I  ceii-ing  ihat  Ihe  detail  which  he  h»d  DTcn  of  hia  far- 
ei  I  Spilled  political  vicwa  hart  produced  on  hia  bears 
he  I  rather  suspicion  of  his  fidelity  than  admiration  of  hh 
wisdom,  and  endeavoured,  na  hastily  ns  poeaible^  to 
n-  '  spolosiie  and  lo  ciplsio,  alihouih  inlemaUr  e>- 
)lk  ,  iremely  onendrd  al  ihe  unreasonable  view,  »  ea 

'-  deemed  it,  which  i(  hsdplessrd  Mistress  Lilisa  Bred- 
he  bourne  lo  taki'of  hisexpreasiona  i  and  menially  con- 
ve,    vinccd,   ihei  her  diaapprobstion  of  ha  senbraenis 

ree  |  Father  Ambrose,  aupposing^im  to  beeomo  the  Aa^ 
I  ter  of  the  casile,  wotud  caiainly  lequiM  ibe  aarnMa 


I  her  in  iho  way  of 
1  a  I  would  try  firal  w' 
of  better  ineuil.  S: 
ds  I  had  not  held  yi 


CNm».  vili 
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«tf  a  stewanl.  Vet  Uiom  of  4  waitingi-woaMm  would,  j  fiitbar.  that  cmelU  of  Dtat-araoka  and  aiqaebaagk 
in  tha  sappoMd  cireamftancet,  be  altogetlur  siiper- 1  Iflte  a  Highlaffder's  plaid." 


fluoua. 

After  hia  explanation  had  been  received  as  explana- 
tions usuallir  are,  the  two  fnends  separated ;  Lilias  to 
attend  the  mlvef  whistle  which  callBd  her  to  her  mis- 
Uous*s  chamber,  and  the  sapient  major-domo  to  the 
daties  of  his  own  department.  They  parted  with  less 
^an  their  usual  degree  of  reverence  and  regard;  for 
the  steward  felt  that  his  worldly  wisdom  was  rebuked 
by  the  more  disinterested  attachment  of  the  waiting- 
woman,  and  Mistress  Luias  Bradboume  was  com- 
piled to  eoosider  her  old  inand  as  something  little 
oett|^  than  a  time-server. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

When  I  hae  a  Mxpenoe  ander  my  thmnb, 
TlMii  I  foC  credit  la  ilka  to%m  ; 
Bat  wlMn  I  am  poor,  tbey  bid  ma  saabf 
O  povaitjr  parte  good  coapaay  1 

Ot4Soii4, 

WmLB  the  departure  of  the  page  afforded  subject 
ior  m  ooovenation  which  we  have  detailed  in  our 
tastchapterj  the  late  favourite  was  far  advanced  on 
nia  solitary  journey,  without  well  knowing  what  was 
Ha  object  or  what  was  likdv  to  be  its  end.  He  had 
towed  the  skiff* in  which  he  left  the  castle,  to  the  side 
«f  the  lake  most  distant  from  the  villa^  with  the 
desire  of  esc^ng  from  the  notice  of  the  mhabitants. 
His  pride  whispoed,  that  he  would  be,  in  his  dis- 
oaided  state,  only  the  subject  of  their  wonder  and 
compassion ;  and  his  generosity  told  htm,  that  any 
■Mrx  of  sympathy  which  his  situation  should  excite, 
might  be  tmravourably  reported  at  the  castle.  A  tri- 
lltng  incident  convinced  him  he  had  Uttio  to  fear  for 
his  friends  on  the  latter  acore.  He  was  met  by  a 
yoang  man  some  years  older  than  himself)  who  had 

on  former  occasions  been  but  too  happy  to  be  permit-     

ted  to  share  in  his  roorts  in  the  subordinate  character    were  it  out  for  old  acquaintance  sake. 


of  hAS  assistant.    Ralph  Fisher  approached  to  greet 
him,  with  all  the  alacrity  of  an  humble  friend. 

**what,  Master  Roland,  abroad  on  this  side,  and 
vrithout  either  hawk  or  hound  1" 

*'Hawk  or  hound,"  said  Roland,  "I  will  never  per- 
haps halloo  to  again.  I  have  been  dismissed— that  is, 
I  have  left  the  castle." 

Ralph  was  surprised.  "  What !  you  are  to  pass  into 
the  KnMht's  service,  and  take  the  black  jack  and  the 
lanoe?* 

''Indeed,"  .replied  Roland  Oneme.  "1  am  not— I 
am  now  leaving  the  service  of  Aveoel  for  ever." 

**  And  whither  are  yon  going,  then  ?"  said  the  yo^ng 
peasant. 

**  Nay,  that  is  a  qoestion  which  it  craves  time  to 
■sswer^I  have  that  matter  to  determine  yet,"  replied 
die  disgraced  favourite. 

^Nay,  nay,"  said  Ralph,  "I  warrant  you  it  is  the 
same  to  jrou  which  way  you  go— my  Lady  would  not 
dismiss  you  till  she  bad  put  some  lining  into  the 
pooches  of  your  doublet" 

''Sordid  slave  1"  said  Roland  Ghreme,  "dost thou 
think  I  would  have  accepted  a  boon  from  one  who 
was  giving  me  over  a  prev  to  detraction  ond  to  ruin, 
St  the  instigation  of  a  canting  priest  and  a  meddling 
serving-woman  ?  The  bread  that  I  had  bought  with 
such  an  alms  would  have  choked  me  at  the  first 
mouthful" 

Ralph  looked  at  his  quondam  friend  with  an  air  of 
wonder  not  unmixed  with  contempt.  "Well,"  he 
said,  at  length,  '*  no  occasion  for  passion— each  man 
knows  his  own  stomach  b€»t— but,  were  I  on  a  black 
moor  at  this  time  of  day,  not  knowing  whither  I  was 
^ng,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  a  broad  piece  or  two 
m  my  pooch,  come  oy  them  as  I  could.— Butperhaps 
you  will  go  with  me  to  my  fsther's— that  is,  for  a 
night,  for  to-morrow  we  expect  my  uncle  Menelaos 

and  all  his  folk ;  but.  as  I  said,  for  one  night" 

The  cold-blooded  limitation  of  the  offered  shelter  to 
one  oigh»  only,  and  that  tendered  roost  unwillingly, 
o&nded  the  pnde  of  the  discarded  favourite. 

"I  would  rather  sleep  00  the  fresh  heather,  as  I 
have  dona  many  a  night  on  less  occasion,"  said  Ro- 
land Gname,   ^  than  in  the  smoky  garrst  of  your 
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"You  may  chooaD,  my  msster,  if  you  are  so  nice^" 
repUed  Ralph  Fisher;  'Mrou  may  be  f(lad  to  smell  a 
peat-fir^  and  usquebaugh  too,  ii  you  loumey  long  in 
the  fashion  you  propose.  You  might  have  said  God- 
a-mercy  for  your  proffer,  though— it  is  not  every  one 
will  put  themselves  in  the  way  of  ill-will  by  haroour- 
ins  a  discarded  serving-man." 

^RalplL"  said  Roland  Graune,  "I  would  pray  you 
to  remember  that  I  have  awitched  you  before  now, 
and  thia  is  the  same  riding-wand  which  you  have 
tasted." 

R^lph.  who  was  a  thickset  clownish  figure,  arrived 
at  his  full  strength,  and  conscious  of  the  most  com- 
plete personal  superiority,  laughed  contemptuously  at 
the  threats  of  the  slight*  made  stripling. 

"It  may  bo  the  ssme  waad,"  he  said,  "but  not  the 
same  hand ;  and  that  is  as  good  rhyme  as  if  it  were  in 
a  ballad.  Look  you,  my  Lady's  page,  that  was,  when 
your  switch  was  up,  it  was  nofoar  of  you,  but  of  your 
betters,  that  kept  mine  down — and  I  wot  not  what 
hinders  me  from  clearing  old  scores  with  this  hacsl 
rung,  and  showing  you  it  \yas  your  Lady's  livery- 
coat  which  I  spared,  and  not  your  flesh  and  blood. 
Master  Roland." 

In  the  midst  of  his  rage,  Roland  Graeme  was  just 
wise  enough  to  eee,  that  by  continuing  this  alterca- 
tion, be  woiild  aubject  himself  to  very  njde  ireatmoit 
from  the  boor,  who  was  so  much  older  and  stronger 
than  himself;  and  while  his  antagonist,  with  s  sort 
of  jeering  laugh  of  defiance,  seemed  to  provoke  the 
contest,  he  felt  the  full  bitterness  of  his  own  degraded 
condition,  and  burst  into  a  passion  of  tears,  wmcbhs 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  conceal  with  both  his  hands. 

Even  the  rough  churl  was  moved  with  the  distress 
of  his  quondsm  companion. 

"  Nay,  Master  Roland,"  he  said.  "  I  did  but  as 
'twere  jest  with  thee— I  would  not  harm  thee^  man. 

But  ever  look 


to  a  man's  inches  ere  you  talk  of  switdiing— why, 
thine  arm,  man,  is  but  like  a  spindle  compared  to 
mine.— But  hark,  I  hear  old  Adam  Woodcock  halloo- 
ing to  his  hawk— Come  aloniL  man,  we  will  have  a 
merry  afternoon,  and  go  joiUly  to  my  father's,  in 
spile  of  the  peat-smoke  and  usquebaugh  to  boot 
Maybe  we  may  put  you  into  some  honest  way  of  win- 
ning your  bread,  though  it's  hard  to  come  by  in  these 
broken  times." 

The  unfortunate  page  made  no  answer,  nor  did  he 
withdraw  his  hands  from  his  face,  and  Fisher  con- 
tinued in  what  he  imagined  a  suitable  tone  of  comfort 

"Why.  man,  when  you  were  my  Lady's  minion, 
men  held  you  proud,  and  some  thoufdit  you  a  papist, 
andi  wot  not  what ;  and  so,  now  that  you  have  no 
on4%o  bear  you  out,  you  must  be  companionable  and 
hearty,  and  wait  on  tne  minister's  examinations,  and 
put  these  things  out  of  folk's  head ;  and  if  he  says  you 
are  in  fault,  you  must  jouk  your  head  to  the  stream  ; 
and  if  a  gentleman,  or  a  gentleman's  gentlonan.  gives 
you  a  rough  word,  or  a  ^g^t  blow,  you  must  only  sa)^ 
thank  you  for  dusting  my  doublet,  or  the4ike,  as  1 
have  done  by  you.— But  hark  to  Woodcock's  whistle 
again.  Come,  and  I  will  teach  you  all  the  trick  on't 
as  we  go  on." 

"  I  thank  you,"  said  Roland  GrsBine,  endeavouring 
to  assume  an  air  of  iiuhfTerence  and  of  superiority,; 
"but  I  have  another  path  before  me,  and  were  it 
otherwise,  I  oould  not  tread  inyours." 

"Very  true,  Master  Roland,"  replied  the  clown: 
"  and  every  man  knows  his  own  matters  best,  and 
so  I  will  not  keep  you  from  the  path,  as  you  say. 
Give  us  a  grip  of  your  hand,  man,  for  auld  lang  syne. 
—What !  not  clap  palms  ere  we  part  ?— well,  so  be  it 
—a  wilful  man  will  have  hia  way,  and  so,  farewell, 
and  the  blessing  of  the  nK>ming  to  you." 

"  Good-morrow— good-morrow,  "^said  Roland,  has- 
tily ;  and  the  clown  walked  lightly  ofl^  whistling  aa he 
went,  and  glad,  apparently,  to  be  rid  of  an  aoquaint- 
anoe^  whose  claims  might  be  troublesome,  and  who 
had  no  longer  the  means  to  be  serviceable  to  him. 

Roland  Greme  compelled  himself  to  walk  on  while 
they  were  within  sight  of  each  other,  that  hia  fomaer 
intimate  might  not  augur  any  vacillatioa  of  purpoaa, 
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or  unoertamtv  of  object,  firom  hit  remaiaing  on  the 
same  spot;  out  the  efiort  was  a  paifafiil  one.  He 
seemed  stunned,  as  it  were,  and  ciady ;  the  earth  on 
which  he  stood  telt  as  if  unsound^  and  quaking  under 
his  feet  like  the  surface  of  a  bog ;  and  he  had  once  or 
twice  nearly  fallen,  though  the  path  he  trode  was  of 
firm  g[reensward.  He  Kept  resolutely  moving  for- 
ward, m  spite  of  the  internal  ogitation  to  which  these 
symptoms  bdonged,  until  the  distant  form  of  his  ac- 
quaintance disappeared  behind  the  slope  of  a  hill,  when 
his  heart  failed  at  once;  and.  sittinig  down  on  the 
turf^  remote  from  human  ken,  he  gave  way  to  the  na- 
tural expressions  of  wounded  pnde,  grief,  and  fear, 
and  wept  with  unrestrained  profusion  and  unqualified 
bitterness. 

When  the  first  violent  paroxysm  of  his  feelings  had 
subsided,  the  deserted  and  friendless  youdi  felt  that 
mental  relief  which  usually  foUovrs  such  discharges 
of  sorrow.  The  tears  contint^  to  chase  each  other 
down  his  cheeks,  but  they  were  no  longer  accompa- 
nied by  the  same  sense  of  desolation ;  an  afflictmg 
yet  milder  sjcntiment  was  awakened  in  his  mind,  by 
the  recollection  of  his  benefactress,  of  the  unweuied 
kindncv  which  had  attached  her  to  him,  in  spite  of 
many  acts  of  provoking  petulance,  now  recollected 
as  oflences  of  a  deep  dye,  which  had  protected  him 
against  the  machinations  of  others,  as  well  as  against 
the  consequences  of  his  own  folly,  and  woulahave 
continued  to  do  so,  had  not  the  excess  of  his  presump- 
tion compelled  her  to  withdraw  her  protection. 

**  Whatever  indignity  I  have  borne,"  he  said,  "  has 
been  the  just  reward  of  my  own  ingratitude.  And 
have  I  done  well  to  accept  the  hospitality,  the  more 
than  maternal  kindness,  of  my  protectress,  yet  to  de- 
tain from  her  the  knowledge  of  my  religion?— but  she 
shall  know  that  a  Catholic  has  as  much  gratitude  as 
a  puritan— that  I  have  been  thoughtless,  but  not 
wicked— that  in  my  wildest  moments  I  have  loved, 
re^p>ected|  and  honoured  her — and  that  the  orphan  boy 
might  indeed  be  heedless,  but  was  never  ungrateful ! 

He  turned,  as  these  thoughts  passed  through  his 
mind,  and  began  hastily  to  retread  his  footst^s  to- 
wards the  casUo.  But  he  checked  the  first  eagerness 
of  his  repentant  hnste,  when  he  reflected  on  the  scorn 
and  contempt  with  which  the  family  were  likely  to 
see  the  return  of  the  fugitive,  humbled^  as  they  must 
necessarily  suppose  him,  into  a  supplicant,  who  re- 
quested pardon  for  his  fault,  and  permission  to  return 
to  his  service.  He  slackened  his  pace,  but  he  stood 
not  still. 

"  I  care  not,"  he  resolutely  determined ;  "  let  them 
wink,  point,  nod,  sneer,  speak  of  the  conceit  which 
IS  humbled,  of  the  pride  which  has  had  a  fall — I  care 
not ;.  it  is  a  penance  due  to  my  folly,  and  I  will  endure 
It  with  patience.  But  if  she  also,  my  benefactress, 
if  shealso  should  think  me  sordid  and  weak-sprttea 
enough  to  beg,  not  for  her  pardon  alone,  but  for  a  re- 
newal of  the  advantages  which  I  derived  from  her 
favour— Act  mispicion  of  my  meanness  I  cannot— I 
will  not  brook." 

He  stood  still,  and  his  pride,  rallying  with  constitu- 
tional obstmacy  against  iiis  more  just  feeling,  urged 
that  he  would  incur  the  scorn  of  the  Lady  of  Avenel, 
rntberthan  obtain  her  favour,  by  following  the  course 
which  the  first  ardour  of  his  repentant  feelings  had 
dictated  to  him. 

^  "If  I  had  but  some  plausible  pretext,"  he  thought, 
some  ostensible  reason  for  my  return,  some  excuse 
to  allege  which  might  show  I  came  not  as  a  degraded 
supplicant,  or  a  discarded  menial,  I  might  go4hither 
7-but  as  I  ain,  I  cannot— ray  heart  would  Teop  from 
Its  place  and  burst" 

As  these  thoughts  swept  through  his  mind,  some- 
thing passed  m  the  an-  so  near  him  as  to  dazxle  his 
cy«i,  and  almost  to  brush  the  plume  in  his  cm.  He 
looked  UD-7-it  was  the  favourite  falcon  of  Sir  Halbert, 
which,  flymg  around  his  head,  seemed  to  claim  his 
attention,  as  that  of  a  well-known  fiiend.  Roland 
extended  his  arm,  and  gave  the  accustomed  whoop, 
and  the  falcon  msuntly  settled  on  his  wrist  and  be- 
gan to  prune  itself;  dancing  at  the  youth  from  time 
to  time  an  acute  and  briUiant  beam  of  its  hazel  eye, 
which  seaned  to  «^  why  he  caressed  it  not  with  his 
lytivU  fondness. 


"Ah,  Diamond  The  said,  as  if  the  bird  wndtrituoJ 
him,  "  thou  and  I  must  be  strangers  faenoeianraid 
Many  a  gallant  stoop  have  I  seen  thee  make,  and 
many  a  birave  heron  strike  down ;  but  that  is  aHjeooe 
and  over,  and  there  is  no  hawking  more  for  noer 

"  And  why  not,  Master  Roland,"  sftid  Adam  Wood- 
cock the  falconer,  who  came  at  that  instant  from  be- 
hind a  few  alder  bushes  which  had  concealed  him 
from  view,  "  why  should  there  be  no  more  hawking 
for  youl  Why,  man,  what  were  our  life  without  oar 
sports  1— thou  know'st  the  joUy  old  song— 


*  And  rmther  would  Allan  in  donfeon  lie, 
Tluw  live  at  larse  where  the  Mean  eanDOt  tf ; 
And  Allan  would  rather  lie  u  Bexloo^  po«na. 
Than  live  where  he  foUow'd  not  the  meny  hawk  Mi 
hoand.*" 

The  voice  of  the  falconer  was  hearty  and  friendlf 
and  the  tone  in  which  he  half-sung,  nalf-rodted  lui 
rude  ballad,  implied  honest  frankness  and  oordiality. 
But  remembrance  of  their  quarrel,  and  its  oooas- 
quence^  embarrassed  Roland,  and  prevmted  his  re- 
ply. The  falconer  saw  his  hesitation,  and  guessed 
the  cause.  . 

"  What  now,"  said  he,  **  Master  Roland  7  do  yoo. 
who  are  half  an  Englishman,  thidk  that  I,  who  am 
a  whole  one,  would  keep  up  anger  against  youj  and 
you  in  distress  7  That  were  like  some  of  the  Sooit, 
vmy  tnaster's  reverence  always  excepted.)  who  cap 
be  fair  and  false,  and  wait  thcu*  time,  and  keep  thsir 
mind,  as  they  say,  to  themselve&  and  touch  pot  and 
flagon  with  yoti,  and  hunt  and  hawk  with  voil  and, 
after  all,  when  time  serves,  pay  off  some  old  fend  with 
the  pomt  of  the  dagger.  Canny  Yorkshire  has  do 
memory  for  such  olosores.  Why.  man,  an  yo«  bad 
hit  me  a  rough  blow,  maybe  I  would  rather  have  taken 
it  from  yoiL  than  a  mam  word  from  another;  for  you 
have  a  good  notion  of  falconry,  though  you  stand  op 
for  washing  the  meat  for  the  eyasseo.  So  give  as 
your  hand,  man,  and  bear  no  malice." 

Roland,  thoum  he  felt  his  proud  blood  rebel  at 
the  familiarity  of  honest  Adam's  address,  oould  not 
resist  its  downright  frankness.  Covering  his  face 
with  the  one  hand,  he  held  out  the  other  to  the 
falconer,  and  returned  with  readiness  his  friendlf 

*^^hy,  this  is  hearty  now,"  said  Woodcodi ;  '*1 
always  said  you  had  a  kind  heart,  thoush  you  have  a 
spice  of  the  devil  in  yomr  disposition,  mat  is  certain. 
I  came  this  way  with  the  falcon  on  purpose  to  find 
you,  and  yon  half-bred  lubbord  told  me  whkh  way 
you  took  flight  You  ever  thought  too  much  of  tfait 
kestril-kile,  Master  Roland,  and  ne  knows  nau^t  of 
BpoTt^  after  all,  but  what  he  caught  from  you.  1  saw 
how  It  had  beien  .betwixt  you,  and  I  sent  nim  oat  U 
my  company  with  a  wanion— I  would  rather  haw 
a  rifler  on  my  perch  than  a  false  knave  at  my 
elbow— and  now,  Master  Roland,  tell  me  what  way 
wingyeT" 

"  That  is  as  God  pleases,^'  replied  the  page,  with  a 
sifiji  which  he  conld  not  suM>re8& 

"  Nay,  man.  never  droop  a  feather  fi>r  beii^  can 
of!i"  said  the  falconer ;  "  who  knows  but  voa  mar 
soar  the  better  and  fairer  flight  for  all  this  yetT 
Look  at  Diamond  there,  'tis  a  noble  bird^  and  ahows 
gallantly  with  his  hood  and  bells  and  jesses;  bat 
there  is  many  a  wild  falcon  in  Norway  that  would 
not  change  properties  with  him— And  that  is  what  I 
would  say  of  you.  You  are  no  longer  mv  Lady's 
page,  and  you  will  not  clothe  so  fair,  or  feed  so  welL 
or  sleep  so  soft,  or  show  so  gallant— What  of  all 
that?  if  you  are  not  her  page,  you  are  your  own  man, 
and  may  go  were  you  will,  without  minding  whoop 
or  whistle.  The  worst  is  the  loss  of  the  sport,  bat 
who  knows  what  you  may  come  to  7  They  say  that 
Sir  Halbert  himself,  I  speak  with  reverence,  was  once 
fi^ad  to  be  the  Abbot  s  forester,  and  now  be  baa 
hotmds  and  hawks  of  his  own  and  Adam  Woodcock 
for  a  falconer  to  the  boot." 

"You  are  right,  and  say  well,  Adam."  answered 
the  jrouth.  the  mood  mantling  in  his  cheeks, "  the 
falcon  will  soar  higher  without  his  bells  than  with 
them,  though  the  bdls  be  made  of  silver." 

'*That  is  cheerily  spoken,"  replied  the  faloomr; 
"  and  whither  nowT' 


iSir^ 


„„  Such  dilHiidxed  bmldiiigi,  after  Ihe 
vsan  during  which  atture  has  gnduallr 
ibe  cllecu  of  violence  mlh  crBrang  pUntfc 
J  wealber-atains.  eiliibit,  amid  iheirdeeaf, 
*oly  be«uly.  Bui  when  the  visible  etfrcls  of 
appear  raw  and  recenl,  inCTCis  no  feeling  to 
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jred  M^lein,  acamliiig  io  his  craed,  tf  our  half 

'^islhe  badge  of  our  rBdai9tioii,"hasaid,  "which 
(he  Mima  have  dired  to  nalaie — would  lo  God  an 
weak  Btnnglh  were  able  lo  replace  il— mr  humbl* 
nverenoei  to  alone  for  Ihe  saciiufer' 

He  stooped  to  (he  laak  he  fiisi  meditaled,  and  wilb 
a  sudden,  and  lohimadralnHialaniDcredibleeierttaB 
of  power,  he  lifled  up  the  one  exlieniitr  of  ihe  Imnv 
■hafi  of  utecTiMai  and  naled  it  npoB  tbeednof  tba 
laige  stone  which  aemd  for  iti  pedealaL  Edodot- 
Bged  by  this  success  be  applied  ha  tone  to  the  olhtr 
citrenulr,  and,  to  bn  own  astoniaharlit,  ■Keeeitod 
H  far  as  10  erect  the  lower  end  of  the  liinb  into  the 
socket,  out  of  which  ii  had  been  forced,  lod  to  plae* 
ibis  fragmeat  of  the  imaoe  upri^L 

While  he  was  emulored  in  this  labooTj  or  ratiia'  ai 
ihe  very  moment  when  he  had  accompliriied  tbs  <1«~ 
vaiJon  of  the  fragment,  a  Toice,  in  rhnlJing  and  w^-> 
known  accents,  spoke  behind  him  ihene  words:— 
"Wett  done,  ihou  good  and  biihfui  aetvaDtl  Thum 
would  I  again  meet  the  child  of  m;  lore — ibebopeuf 
my  aeed  eyes." 

Rolnnd  lumed  rannd  in  uttmiahment,  and  the  tall 
commanding  form  of  Magdalen  Oneme  stood  bead* 
him.  She  was  arrayed  in  a  son  of  knae  babit,  in  (bnn 
like  ihat  worn  by  penitenisin  Catbolic  ooanlnes,bu( 
black  m  cotonr.  and  approaching  as  near  to  a  pilfftm'* 
cloak  as  it  was  safe  to  wear  in  a  oounliy  when  ib* 
suspicion  of  Catholic devolion  in  many  plaoes  endan- 
geivd  the  aalety  ofthoae  whowefeBuspscIedafBttacfa- 

"he  anciem  faith.    Roland  Grsme  threw 

_.  her  feel.    SberaicRl  and  embraced  him, 

with  ifleclioa  indeed,  but  not  unmixed  with  graviir 
'hich  amounted  atmost  lo  sternness. 

"Thou  basi  kept  well,"  the  said,  "the  bird  in  thy 
.Dsom.*  As  a  boy.  ae  a  youth,  ihou  bast  held  Gui 
Ihy  fnilh  among  hereiics—lhaa  hast  kcot  thy  aecrat 
---'-nineownamongsi  ihineenemies.  I  wept  wba 
.  pafied  from  you-I  who  seldom  weep,  then  abed 
tears,  less  for  thy  death,  than  far  thy  spiritual  danger 

'  -'ared  not  eten  see  Ihee  lo  bid  tfaee  a  last  bnweli 

....  grici:  my  swollinRgrief  had  betra*ed  melo  Ihwt 
herclicB.  But  thou  hasiSeen  faiihfiil— down,  down  OD 
iby  knees  before  ihe  holy  sign,  which  evil  men  iignr« 
and  blBspheme;  down,  and  praise  lain  la  and  inBrls 
Ibr  the  fcracc  they  huve  done  thee,  in  piuiu  t  ing  thaa 
'-om  the  leprous  plague  which  clesTea  to  the  bmae  in 
'hich  ihouw ■ — -*'" 


"Him, 


■ishm 


ever  call  you,"  replied 

care  of  the  piom  fathar 
...  confirmed  your  eartjr 
once  to  be  futhAd  and  to 


"Be  he  blessed  for  ill"  said  ahs,  "  blesded^tb* 
cell  and  in  the  field,  in  the  pidpil  and  at  the  tthr— 
on'himl— they  arc  just,  and 
I  counteract  the  evils  whidi 


delested  brother  iroikt  agsinsi 

church.    But  he  knew  not  ofthy  hi 
lysrff  tell  him   ' 


na^  )irS;rIulpht>nr,<ialB  iaihs  IMIte 
tt  i*>i,  wl»a  drJM  to  Mjwn  htibsYiatJi^ 


Cbat.  mt]  TBI 

■Dttao,  bat  br  ihe  nplanatiao  I  muM  oaw  hok  i 


JtB,  ihou  ihalt ..  .„ 

•on,  ihallliauu'l  bold  and  >od- 
L ^p,  lightly 


lun.  BatiwDMT.ir 

ten  1  Kod  thote  vrbo  bear  sucb  lempei 

ob«tni»ted  with  what  wHlalronriy 

"  Say  raihw,  mr  motber."  reluriisd  Roland  QrKme, 
'tballiT    '  .-.-.-..-...        ... 


lagj^ard  and  rold-biDodBd-'wba 


ihiJd, "  replied  Ma^al  on  Grtoma ; 


quiaiud  ihs  Mince  of  ths  Lady  of  Avciiel  1' 

"I  hiT* basil diamiaaed  frniD  it,  Dirmolhar— I  havi 
lived  10  be  ■!'— 'J— ■'i  aa  if  I  were  tbe  meanaat  of  ibi 


"Let  ii  be  noibins,  tfaen,  uiunat  the  Lady  (d 
mL"  aaid  the  paxe,    aa  Ihy  look  and  wotdi  an 


"Of  that,  bereaftar,  i 


>Dd  to  aay  thia  wiU  I  do,  and  that  wi 
—No,  Roland  1  Ood  aniknian  will  ni 

—'-'-.eiatm  of  ih'-   '—     " 

It  Ibou  itaiok 

commandfltl  lo  believe  in.  wbalaoeTer  we  are 

ended  to  rererencel" 

Aa  aha  Bpokfl,aliebeniherbsad  toward*  tbe  bn^en 

■ _;.!.  _   .  ■  ,    nnms  reaani- 

enireaaion  of 


"1  have  at  leaai  preaerved.  my  good  mother,  the 
babiu  which  I  then  learned — can  lie  hard,  feed 
Varinffly,  and  think  ii  no  hardahip.  SInco  I  waa  a 
wandarer  wi(h  rhee  on  iha  hitia,  1  havebeenahUDier, 
a&d  fiaher,  and  fowler^  and  each  of  thaae  ia  accna- 
nnied  to  aleep  freelir  jn  a  woiae  ebelier  than  aach- 
laRB  baa  left  ue  here/' 

Than  aacrilege  haa  left  oa  hen  f  aaid  tbemBtnn, 

~  «atinB  hia  WDJrda.  and  pauainK  on  thani,^"  Uoai 
•i  Bqr  arai  I  and  Ogd'a  ftiibftd  duldnn  am  new 


e  of  hia  bleaad 
lere,  undeilhe  nighl 
e  breachee  that  he 


.Leila 
iftde  them — ay,  and  through  a 


Bleep  c<dd  y 
throub  lb 
ahainie  w, 

Hotwiihatanding  the  wild  and  aingular  erpreeaoTU 
of  thia  female,  abe  appeared  loreisin  (owards  Roland 
GiBnie.in  astrong  degree,  that  elTectionate  and  aedu- 
loue  loTe  which  women  bear  lo  iheif  nuralinga,  and 
the  children  dependent  on  iheircarf.  Il  aeemed  uiT 
ahe  would  not  permit  him  to  do  aughi  for  himaelf 
which  in  lbrn>er  daye  her  allention  had  been  ueed  la 
do  for  him,  and  that  ehe  considered  ihc  tall  alnptioa 
before  her  a*  being  equally  dependent  on  hei  careful 
a  '  en  he  waa  the  orpbaD  child,  who  had 


■t  made  eliehl  provision  for  *  long 
lat  thou  akJl  to  help  thyself  by  wit, 
e  scanty.  Bat  Our  Lsdy  lias  placed 
to  whom  want,  in  all  ita  formi.  is  aa 
ty  and  nlendour  have  formerly  been. 
Koland,  come  the  ana  of  which  aba 

and  officjona  dilioence,  which  atranMt 
ith  her  late  abatracled  and  high  totu 
Di  t,aii)ouc  aevoiion,  ahe  ael  about  her  domestic  u- 
raiiHementa  for  tbe  evening.  A  pouch,  which  waa 
hidden  under  her  garment,  [miduCDd  a  fhni  and  staal, 
snd  from  ths  scaiiered  fragmenta  around  (ihoas  per- 
taining to  the  image  of  Sam i  Culhben  acnqiiiloualr 
excepted)  she  obtained  nlintera  aufndent  to  raise  a 
~  latkling  and  cheerfid  nre  on  the  hearth  of  the  da- 
irted  call. 

"And  now,"  aba  eaid,  "for  needful  food." 
"llink  not  of  it,  molher,"  aaid  Roland,  " nnlaaa 
HI  youraelf  fiiel  hunger.    It  t>  a  little  ifaing  for  me  M 

for  the  necesaan'  liaoagtesaion  of  the  rillea  of  tb* 
Church,  upon  which  I  waa  compelled  during  my  stay 
in  the  caaUe." 

"Hunger  for  myself  I"  artaweted  thf  matron— 
"Know,  youth,  that  a  mother  kitawa  not  hunger  till 
ihal  of  har  child  iasaliaflad."  And  with  ■>''-'■"•'>■•• 
inconHsteney,  (alally  diflMnnt  bom  her  ui 
ahe  added,  "Roland  you  must  not  faatiy 


band  ywir  atienglh,  my  child,—  _.  .  „  .  ,  . . 
religioiL  jrour  country  require  it  l^t  a^  macerate  bf 
haliuiangilabody  which  can  onlyaufier;  let  youth, 
'~  theea  active  timea,  nouiiah  the  iimba  and  the 
rengtb  which  action  reijuitea." 
Whda  she  ihua  apoke,  the  actn.  which  had  pro- 
iced  the  means  of  sinking  Snt  linTiished  proyinon 
r  a  meal ;  of  which  aha  henell  ecwce  psriook,  but 
-jiionaly  watched  her  cbaige,  taking  a  pleaaure,  n- 
aambling  ibal  of  an  epkurc^  in  each  morsel  wbicll  ba 
iwallowad,  with  a  youdtfid  ^^wiite  which  abaiineike* 
jad  rendered  uniiaually  sharp.  Btdand  readilv  obeyed 
her  recommeDdauona,  and  ale  the  food  which  abe  so 
afliKtiooalely  and  oameatly  placed  bdbra  him.  But 
she  shook  bsr  head  whan  invilad  by  him  in  return  to 
partake  of  the  refMiliniaot  her  own  care*  bad  flir- 
nished  i  and  wbec  hia  solicitude  became  more  prasa- 
iB,  she  refused  bim  in  a  loftier  tone  of  taiection. 
"  Touni  man,"  she  mid.  "  yon  know  not  to  whom, 
or  of  what  you  weak.  Tbay  lo  whom  Heaven  de- 
clarea  ita  purpose,  must  mnil  lis  commimication  br 
mtwifying  Ihe  senseat  they  bsve  that  within  which 
requires  not  the  superfluity  of  earthly  nuliiment, 
which  is  necesaaiy  to  lhi«e  wbo  are  without  lb« 
of  the  Viaon.  To  them  the  watch  went  m 
isB  refreshing  slumber,  and  the  sense  of  doiu 

...Ilof  Heaven  iaaricber  banquet  than  the  table* 

of  raonarcha  can  nresd  before  them  I— But  do  thou 
sleep  aoft,  my  aon,  she  said,  relausine  from  ths  ton* 
of  fanaticiam  into  that  of  melemal  ansction  and  len- 
demas*;— "do  thou  deep  sound  wbila  Mle  is  but 
yotuig  with  the*,  aad  ths  oarss  of  iba  day  can  hs 


, . _  U  demaitded  strength  of  body 

— frnm  me,  strenph  of  •oul." 

When  Bbe  thus  spoke,  she  pnnsred  with  naay  md- 
drem  H  pallel-couch,  wmpoasd  partly  of  the  dried 
leaves  which  bad  oncerunushed  ■  bedio  theeotitai;, 
uid  ibe  tnieBls  who  occasioaBlly  recdved  his  honi- 
teliiv,  BDd  which,  neglected  br  ihe  dcstniTers  of  his 
bumble  cell,  had  remsiDed  tittls  disturbed  id  the  cor- 
ner slloited  for  Ihein.  To  these  her  care  added  some 
of  the  veslureB  which  laf  torn  and  acallered  on  Ihe 

a —    ™f-., ,_.._  1 — 1  g||g  gelecled  all  such  as 

part  of  the  neerdotal 
as  sacred  from  antinary 


ie  nude,  with  deilt 


II  she  ahouJd  sccepl  oT 
m  use.  "  Sleep  thou," 
ep  thou— Ihe  peisecu  led. 
eon  of  an  ill-fated  mo- 
ly  in  the  Chspcl  bo  ' ' 

usiastically  eamest, 
>land  OrKme  lo  dan 
felt  aome  shame  in  i 
r  she  had  forRplIeo  .— 

, , _  .-,  jincc  iheir parlinH I  and 

expected  lo  meet,  in  the  tall,  indulged,  and  wilAil 
yoiilh.  whom  abe  had  recovered,  the  passive  obedi- 
ence of  (he  child  whom  aha  had  lelUn  the  Caaile  of 
Avenel.  Thii  did  not  fail  to  hurt  her  Rranttson's 
cbaracteriatic  and  constitutional  pride.  He  obeyed, 
indeed,  awed  into  eubmiaaian  by  Ihe  sudden  recur- 
rence of  Ibmier  subordination,  and  by  feelings  of 
af!ectian  and  gratitude,  StilLhowever.hefelllheyolce. 
"Have  I  rdinquished  the  nnwkand  the  hound,"  he 
aid,  "  10  become  the  pupil  of  het  pleasure,  as  if  I 
were  Blill  a  childl  I,  whom  even  my  envious  mates 
allowed  lo  be  superior  in  those  exercises  which  ibey 
look  moat  pains  lo  acquire,  and  which  came  lo  me 
naturally,  as  if  a  knowledge  of  them  had  been  my 
binbri^ll  This  may  OM,  and  most  ool  be.  I  will 
bo  DO  recUimed  qAiraw-hawk.  who  ia  carried  hooded 
on  a  womaa'a  wnal,  and  has  his  inianr  only  shown 
to  him  when  bis  eye*  are  uncovered  for  his  night.  I 
will  know  her  purpose  en  it  is  proposed  to  me  to  aid  il." 
Thesfc  and  other  thougfata  streamed  through  th( 
mind  oi  Roland  Orwmo;  and  although  wearied  witli 
the  fatigues  of  the  day,  il  was  long  ere  he  could  com^ 
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eh  afdiaiian  and  fatigue  had  prepared  biin,  Roland 
I  awakeiKd  by  the  fresh  morning  air,  and  by  the 
ma  of  Ihe  riaing  sun.  Hie  iiial  feeling  was  ihat  of 
snrpiiaet  for,  inalead  of  looking  forth  from  a  turret 
window  on  the  watera  of  the  Lake  of  Avonel,  which 
was  the  prospect  his  fenner  apartmeDt  affoided,  an 
nnlatcicea  aperture  gave  him  the  view  of  the  demo- 
liahed  garden  of  the  baniabed  anchorile.  He  sate  up 
on  his  couch  of  leaves,  and  arranged  in  bis  memory, 
not  without  wonder,  the  singulsr  events  of  the  pre- 
.  ceding  day,  which  appeared  the  mora  eutprising  the 
more  Ds  conaidered  them.  He  had  lost  the  prolec- 
iTsas  of  his  youth,  and,  in  Ihe  same  day.  he  had  re- 
covered the  guide  and  guardian  of  hia  chddhood.  The 
Ibrmer  deprivation  iw  (at  of-*'  —' •■■— ~f  .."- 


il>  person,  who  had  stood  to  him  ._ 
lOther,  as  equally  aflec  donate  in  her 

., olutein  her  aulhoiily.    A  singular 

of  love  and  (ear  attended  upon  his  early 
■. reconnected  with  her;  and 


"Shecarmot  mean,"  said  hia  mug  pride,  "  to  UmI 
and  direct  me  aa  ■  pupil,  when  I  wn  al  the  afce  ot 
jnlBing  of  iny  own  actions  1— -this  die  cannot  mean, 
or  nKsining  it  will  fsel  bsiaalf  sKugely  deceived." 

A  sense  of  grt.iilude  towarda  the  person  againn 
whom  his  heart  thus  rdidled,  checked  tbia  course  of 
i  ihouHhis  which  involunurilr 
would  hive  resisted  an  actual 


Krafi 


instigation  of  the  foul  fiend ;  and,  laaid  h 

struggle,  he" . 

parture  from  me  ^^hbuit  ui 
and  laft  them  behind  him, 

"Tliis  is  yet  worse,"   he  said  ;  " 

learned  of  b^  under  Ihe  moet  deadly  chaii 

—to  tell  my  beads,  and  lo  con      '   ' 

I  have  kept  my  word  till  nou 

ask  me  for  ibc  rosary,  I  muii  aay  1  have  rargoiien  it  I 

Do  I  deserve  she  should  believe  me  wheo  1  aay  I  have 

kept  the  secret  of  my  laiih.  nhen  I  set  so  light  by  ita 

aymbol  ?" 

He  paced  the  floor  in  anxiooB  agitation.  In  fact, 
hia  aiiacbnient  to  bii  faith  was  of  a  nature  loy  dif- 
ferenlfrom  that  which  animated  the  enthnaiastic  ma- 
tron, but  which,  nolwilhalanding,  it  would  have  been 
bis  last  thou^t  to  relinquish. 

The  early  charges  iinpresaed  on  him  by  his  grand- 
mother, had  been  instilled  into  a  mind  and  memory 
of  a  charaoierpeculiariy  tenadous.  Child  aa  hewaa^ 
he  was  proud  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  bia  dia- 
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the  Catholic  ntigioii  with  a  aenae  of  ganerou^  indo- 
pendence,  and  that  of  the  Piotaetanta  with  the  aubm- 
floatiDa  of  hia  mmd  and  temper  to  the  directjopof  Mr. 
Warden,  hegan  and  ended  the  faith  of  RolanolQnBme, 
iRfbo,  inoepeodently  of  the  pride  of  aingularity,  aon^t 
not  to  unoieretand,  and  had  no  one  to  expound  to  him, 
the  pecuHaritiea  of  the  teneta  which  he  profisaaed.  Hia 
regret,  therefore,  at  missing  the  roeary  which  had 
been  conveyed  to  him  through  the  handa  of  Father 
Ambroaeu  was  rather  the  ahame  of  a  aoldier  who  has 
dropped  his  cockade,  or  badge  of  aervice,  than  that 
of  a  zealona  Totary  who  had  forgotten  a  viaible  sym- 
bol of  hia  religion. 

Hia  thon^ta  on  the  subject,  however,  were  morti- 
fyii^  and  the  more  so  from  apprehension  that  hia 
negUgance  must  reach  the  eara  of  hia  relative.  He 
felt  it  could  be  no  one  but  her  who  had  aecretly  trana- 
mitted  these  beads  to  Father  Ambrose  for  his  use,  and 
that  his  careleaeness  was  but  an  indiflerent  requital  of 
her  kindness. 

"Nor  will  she  omit  to  aak  me  about  them,"  said  he 
to  himself 5  "for  hers  is  a  xenl  which  age  cannot 
qodl ;  and  if  she  has  not  quitted  her  wont,  my  answer 
will  not  fail  to  incense  her." 

While  he  thus  communed  with  himsel£  Magdalen 
Grasroe  entered  the  apartment.  "The  olessmg  of 
the  morning  on  your  youthful  head  my  eon,"  she  said, 
with  a  solemnity  of  expression  which  thrilled  the  youth 
to  the  heart,  so  aad  and  earnest  did  the  benediction 
flow  from  her  lips,  in  a  tone  where  devotion  was 
Mended  with  afiection.  "And  thou  hast  started  thus 
early  from  thy  couch  to  catch  the  first  breath  of  the 
dawn  ?  But  it  is  not  well,  my  Roland.  Ei^oy  slum- 
ber wUe  thou  canst ;  the  time  is  not  far  behmd  when 
the  waking  eye  must  he  thy  portion,  as  well  as  mine." 
She  nttml  these  words  with  an  affectionate  and 
anxious  tone,  which  ahowed,  that  devotional  as  were 
the  habitual  exercises  of  her  mind,  the  thoughts  of 
her  nursling  yet  bound  her  to  earth  with  the  cords  of 
human  aflection  and  passion. 

Bat  she  abode  not  long  in  a  mood  which  she  pro- 
bably regarded  as  a  momentary  dereliction  of  her 
imaginary  high  calling— " Come,"  she  said,  "youth, 
up  and  be  domg— It  ia  tjme  that  we  leave  this  place." 
"And  whither  do  we  goT'  said  the  young  man; 
"or  idiat  is  the  object  of  our  journey  ?" 


auppBed  by  a  atring  of  haxel  nuts  S-Thia  ia  hereay— 
So  Henry  Warden,  the  wolf  who  ravagea  the  flock  of 
the  Shepherd,  hath  Uught  thee  to  speak  and  to  think." 
^  Mother,"  aaid  Roland  Oneme,  "  I  am  no  heretic ; 
I  believe  and  I  pray  according  to  the  rules  of  our 
church— This  miiBfonune  I  regret,  but  I  cannot  amend 


The  matron  stepped  back,  and  gazed  on  him  with 
snnniBe,  not  unmingled  with  displeaaure. 

To  what  purpose  such  a  question  T  she  said:  "ia 
it  not  enough  that  I  lead  the  way  7  Hast  thou  lived 
with  heretics  till  thou  hast  learned  to  instal  the  vanity 
of  thine  own  private  judgment  in  place  of  due  honour 
and  obedience  1" 

"The  time,"  thought  Roland  Gnnme  within  him- 
aeUi  "is  already  come  when  I  must  establish  myfree- 
doin,  or  be  a  willing  thrall  for  ever— I  foel  that  1  must 
ipeedily  look  to  it." 

She  mstantly  fulfilled  his  foreboding,  by  recurring 
to  the  theme  by  which  her  thoughts  seemed  most  con- 
stantly engrossed,  although,  when  she  pleased,  no  one 
could  so  perfectly  disguise  her  religion. 
"Thy  beads,  my  aon— hast  thou  told  thy  beads f 
Roland  Greme  coloured  high;  he  felt  the  storm 
waa  approaching,  but  scorned  to  avert  it  by  a  falae- 
hood. 

"I  have  forgotten  my  roaary,"  he  said,  "at  the 
Castle  of  Avenel." 

"Forgotten  thy  rosary f  she  exclaimed;  "false 
both  to  religion  and  to  natural  dutv,  hast  thou  lost 
what  was  sent  so  far,  and  at  such  risk,  a  token  of  the 
truest  af&ction,  Uiat  should  have  been,  every  bead  of 
it,  as  dear  to  thee  as  thine  eyeballs  T' 

"I  am  grieved  it  should  have  so  chanced,  mother," 
replied  the  youth,  '  and  much  did  I  value  the  token, 
as  coming  from  you.  For  what  remains,  I  trust  to 
win  gold  enough,  when  I  push  my  way  in  the  world ; 
and  tiU  then,  beads  of  black  oak,  or  a  roaary  of  Outs, 
nratt  serve  the  turn." 

"Hear  himl"  aaid  his  srandmother;  "young  aa  he 
is,  he  hath  learned  already  the  lessons  of  the  devil's 
school !  The  rosary  consecrated  by  the  Holv  Father 
himself,  and  sanctified  by  his  blessings,  ia  but  a  few 
knobs  of  gold,  whoee  value  may  be  replaced  by  the 
wages  of  his  profane  labour,  and  whose  virtue  may  be 


It 

"Thou  canat  repent  it,  though,"  reolied  his  spiritual 
directreas,  "  repent  it  in  dust  and  ashes,  atone  for  it 
by.  fasting,  prayer,  and  penance,  instead  of  looking  on 
me  with  a  countenance  as  light  as  if  thou  badst  loat 
but  a  button  from  thy  cap." 

"Mother,"  aaid  Roland,  "be  appeased;  I  will  re- 
member my  fault  in  the  next  confesaion  which  I  have 
space  and  opportunity  to  make,  and  will  do  whatever 
the  prieat  may  require  of  me  in  atonement.  For  the 
heaviest  fault  I  can  do  no  more.— But,  mother,"  he 
added,  after  a  moment's  pause,  "let  me  not  incur 
your  farther  displeamire,  if  I  ask  whither  our  journey 
IS  bound,  and  what  is  its  object  I  am  no  longer  a 
child,  but  a  man,  and  at  my  own  diqxMal,  with  down 
upon'  my  chin,  and  a  sword  by  my  side— I  will  go  to 
the  end  of  the  world  with  you  to  do  your  pleasure : 
but  I  owe  it  to  myself  to  inquire  the  purpose  and  direc- 
tion of  our  travels." 

"You  owe  it  to  yourself;  ungrateful  boy 7"  replied 
hia  relative,  passion  rapidly  supplying  the  colour  which 
iige  had  long  chased  from  her  features,—"  to  yourself 
you  owe  nothing — you  can  owe  nothing— to  me  you 
owe  every  thing— your  life  when  an  infant— your  sup- 

Eort  when  a  chud— the  means  of  instruction  and  the 
opea  of  honour— and,  aooner  than  thou  ahouldat 
abandon  the  noble  cauae  to  which  I  have  devoted 
thee,  would  I  see  thee  he  a  corpse  at  my  feet  I" 

Roland  was  alarmed  at  the  vehement  agitation  with 
which  she  spoke,  and  which  threatened  to  overpower 
her  aged  fnme ;  and  he  hastened  to  reply,—"  I  forget 
nothing  of  what  I  owe  to  you,  my  deareat  mother- 
show  me  how  my  blood  con  testify  my  gratitude,  and 
you  shall  judge  it  I  spare  it  But  Dlindiold  obedienoa 
has  in  it  as  little  ment  as  reason." 

"Saints  and  angels!"  replied  Magdalen,  "and  do 
I  hear  these  words  from  the  child  of  my  hopes,  the 
nursling  by  whose  bed  I  have  kneeled,  and  for  whose 
weal  I  nave  wearied  every  saint  in  Heaven  with  pray- 
ers?" Roland,  by  obedience  onlycanst  thou  show 
thy  affection  and  thy  gratitude.  What  avails  it  that 
you  might  perchance  adopt  the  courae  I  propose  to 
thee,  were  it  to  be  fully  explained?  lliou  wouldst 
not  then  follow  my  command,  but  thine  own  judg- 
ment ;  thou  wouldst  not  do  the  will  of  Heaven,  com- 
municated through  thy  best  friend,  to  whom  thou 
owest  thine  all ;  but  tnou  wouldst  observe  the  blinded 
dictates  of  thine  own  imperfect  reason.  Hear  me, 
Roland !  a  lot  calls  thee— solicita  thee— demands  thee 
—the  proudest  to  which  man  can  be  destined,  and  it 
uses  the  voice  of  thine  eariiest,  thy  best,  thine  only 
friend— Wilt  thou  resist  it?  Then  go  thy  way— leave 
me  here— my  hopes  on  earth  are  gone  and  withered— 
I  will  kneel  me  down  before  yonder  profaned  altar, 
and  when  the  raging  heretics  return,  they  shall  dye  it 
with  the  blood  ofa  martyr  I" 

"  But,  nny  dearest  mother,"  said  Roland  Graeme, 
whose  early  recollections  of  her  violence  were  formi- 
dably renewed  by  these  wild  expressions  of  reckless 
passion,  "I  will  not  foraake  you— I  will  abide  with 
you— worids  shall  not  force  me  from  your  side— 1  will 
protect— I  will  defend  you— I  will  Uve  with  yon,  and 
die  for  you !" 

"One  wordj  my  son.  were  worth  all  these— say 
only, 'I  will  oioey  you.* " 
^^Doubt  it  not  mother,"  reptied  the  youth,  "  I  will, 

and  that  with  all  my  heart ;  only** 

"Nav,  I  receive  no  qualifications  of  thy  promis^** 
said  Magdalen  Grssme,  catching  at  the  word,  "  the 
obedience  which  I  require  ia  absolute;  and  a  blessing 
on  thee,  thou  darling  memory  of  my  beloved  child, 
that  thou  hast  power  to  make  a  promise  so  hard  to 
human  pride !  Trust  me  well,  that  in  the  design  in 
which  thou  dost  embaik,  thou  hast  for  thy  partners 
the  mighty  and  the  valiant,  the  power  of  the  church, 
and  the  pride  of  the  noble.    Succeed  or  fail,  live  or 


die,  thy  name  shall  be  among  those  with  whom  syc- 
cees  or  failure  is  alike  glorious,  death  or  life  alike  oe- 
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sinblf.  Forward,  then,  forward  I  life  ie  ihort,  •ai 
tnf  plan  is  laborious— Angela  saists,  and  the  whole 
bleltoed  host  of  heaven,  have  their  eyeq  even  now  on 
UB  barren  and  blighted  land  of  Sootland—What  say 
11  oji  Scodand  ?— their  eye  is  on  ii«,  Rotand--H>n  the 
frail  woman^  on  the  inexperienced  vouth.  wfaa  amidst 
the  ruins  which  sacrilege  hath  maoe  in  the  holy  place, 
devote  themselves  to  Ood's  cau8&  and  that  of  their 
lawful  Sovereign.  Amen,  so  be  it  I  The  blessed  eyes 
of  saints  and  martyrs,  which  see  our  resolve,  shall 
witness  the  execution;  or  their  ears,  which  hear  our 
vow,  shall  hear  our  death-groan  drawn  in  the  sacred 
cause  f 

While  thus  speaking,  she  held  Roland  Oneme  firmly 
with  one  hand,  while  she  pointed  upward  with  the 
other,  to  leave  him,  as  it  were,  no  means  of  protest 
against  the  obtestation  to  which  he  was  thus  made  a 
party.  When  she  had  finished  her  appeal  to  Heaven, 
she  left  him  no  leisure  for  farther  hesitation,  or  for 
asking  any  explanation  of  her  purpose ;  but  passing 
with  the  same  ready  transition  as  formerly,  to  the 
solicitous  attentions  of  an  anxious  parent, 'over- 
whelmed him  with  questions  concerning  his  residence 
in  the  Castle  of  Avenel,  and  the  qualities  and  accom- 
plishments he  had  acquired. 

"Itis  well,"  she  said,  when  she  had  exhausted  her 
inquiriesL  "mygay  goss-hawk*  hath  been  well  trained, 
and  will  soar  nigh ;  but  those  who  bred  him  will 
have  cause  to  fear  as  well  as  to  wonder  at  his  flight. 
—Let  us  now,"  she  said,  *'  to  our  morning  meal,  and 
care  not  though  it  be  a  scanty  one.  A  few  hours' 
walk  will  bring  us  to  moi«  friendly  quarters." 

They  broke  their  fast  accordingly,  on  such  fig- 
ments as  remained  of  their  yesterday  s  provision,  and 
immediately  set  out  on  theu*  farther  journey.  Mag- 
dalen Qrsme  led  the  way,  with  a  firm  and  active  step 
much  beyond  her  years,  and  Roland  Gneme  followec, 
pensive  and  anxious,  and  far  from  satisfied  with  the 
state  of  dejpcadence  to  which  he  seemed  again  to  be 
reduced. 

"Am  I  forever,"  he  said  to  himself  "  to  be  devoured 
with  the  desire  of  independence  and  fiiee  agency, 
and  yet  to  be  for  ever  led  on,  by  circumstances,  to  fol- 
low the  will  of  others?" 


CHAPTER  X. 

Bhe  dwelt  unnoticed  and  alooe, 

Betide  the  •prinirt  of  Dove : 
A  nmidmi  wlumi  there  wm  oooe  to  praiae, 

Attd  verr  f^w  to  lore. 

W0BO8WOKTR. 

lie  the  course  of  their  journey  the  travellers  spoke 
little  to  each  other.  Magdalen  Graeme  chanted,  from 
time  to  tiro.e,  in  a  low  voice,  a  part  of  some  one  of 
those  beautiful  old  Latin  hymns  which  belong  to  the 
Catholic  service,  muttered  an  Ave  or  a  Credo,  and  so 
passed  on,  lost  in  devotional  contemplation.  The 
meditationsof  her  grandson  were  more  Dent  on  mun- 
dane matters:  and^many  a  time,  as  a  moorfowl  arose 
fiom  the  heath,  and  shot  along  the  moor,  uttering  his 
bold  crow  of  defiance,  he  thought  of  the  jolly  Adam 
Woodcock,  and  his  trusty  goss-hawk:  ot,  as  they 
passed  a  thicket  where  the  low  trees  and  bushes  were 
intermiiided  with  tall  fern,  furze,  and  broom,  so  as  to 
form  a  thick  and  intricate  cover,  his  dreams  were  of  a 
roebuck  and  a  brace  of  saze-hounds.  But  frequently 
his  mind  returned  to  the  benevolent  and  kind  mis- 

*  The  comparison  ia  taken  tVom  aonie  beautiful  veraea  in  an 
old  ballad,  entitled  FaoM  Foodraae,  pobllahed  in  the  "  Min- 
atrelir  of  the  Soottiah  Border."  A  depoaed  queen,  to  preaerre 
ber  inflint  ion  fkrona  the  tmitora  who  have  slain  hia  flittMr,  ex- 
ebanfes  him  with  the  female  oflbprinf  of  a  faithftil  fHend,  and 
foea  on  to  direct  the  education  of  tlie  children,  and  the  private 
aifpals  by  which  the  paionta  are  to  tiear  news  each  of  her  own 
soB|irinf. 

"  And  70a  ahall  learn  my  cajr  roea-bawk 

Riffht  well  to  breast  a  steed; 
And  ao  will  I  your  turtle  dow, 

As  well  to  write  and  read. 

And  re  "hall  learn  my  ffaygosahawk 

To  wield  both  bow  and  brand  7 
And  ao  will  I  vour  turtle  dow. 
To  lay  cowo  with  her  hand. 
At  kirk  or  market  when  we  meet, 
»  ^WeMI  dare  make  no  avow, 

But.  •  Daooe,  how  doea  my  say  joaa-hawk  T 
Madame,  bow doaa my  dowf  " 


tiMB  whom  faa  had  left  befailiid  him,  oOMid  jiMtlyv 
and  tmrecdiialed  by  any  effort  oChia. 

**Mvjtep  would  be  uriiier,"1»  thought  "aad  •■ 
wooltt  i^heart,  oouMThut  hava  rsturaed  to  aee  Imt 
for  one  instant,  and  to  aar,  Lady,  the  orphan  boy  wis 
wild,  but  not  ungrateful  r 

Travelling  in  these  divers  moods,  about  the  hotir  of 
noon  they  reached  a  amall  stragghiw  viUasB,  ii 
which^  as  usual,  were  sem  one  or  two  ofthoscrpivdo- 
minatuig  towers,  or  peel-houses,  which,  for  rsaeona  of 
defence  elsewhere  detailed,  were  at  that  time  10  bs 
found  in  every  Border  hamlet.  A  brook  flowed  bcaida 
the  village,  and  wat^^  the  vall^  in  which  it  stood. 
There  waa  also  a  mansion  at  the  end  of  the  liHatn. 
and  a  little  wav  separated  from  it^  much  dilapidated, 
and  in  very  bad  order,  but  appeanng  to  have  been  tlM 
abode  of  persons  of  some  consideration.  The  aitofr 
tion  was  agreeable,  being  an  atif^e  formed  by  lbs 
stream,  bearing  three  or  four  large  sycamore  traea. 
which  were  in  full  leaf,  and  served  to  relieve  thedttk 
appearance  of  the  mansion,  which  was  boilt  of  a 
deep-red  stone.  The  house  itself  was  a  large  one,  hoc 
was  now  obviously  too  big  for  the  inmates :  several 
windows  were  built  up,  especially  those  which  opened 
from  the  lower  story :  others  were  blockaded  in  a  less 
substantial  manner.  The  court  before  the  door,  wfaidi 
had  once  been  defended  with  a  species  of  low  oater- 
wall,  now  ruinous,  was  paved,  but  the  stones  were 
completely  covered  with  loiig  grey  nettlea,  thistlsi^ 
and  other  weeds,  which,  snooting  op  betwixt  tha 
flags,  had  displaced  many  of  them  from  (heir  leyaL 
Even  matters  demanding  more  pereknptory  attenticm 
had  been  left  it^lected,  in  a  manner  which  argued 
sloth  or  poverty  in  the  extreme.  The  strearaMander- 
mining  a  part  of  the  bank  near  an  angle  of  the  rain- 
ous  wall,  had  brought  it  down,  with  a  comer  turret, 
the  ruins  of  which  lay  in  the  bed  of  the  river.  TIm 
current,  interrupted  by  the  ruins  which  it  had  OTer* 
thrown,  and  turned  vet  nearer  to  the  site  of  the  tower, 
had  greatly  enlarged  the  breach  it  had  made,  and  was 
in  the  process  of  undermining  the  ground  oa  which 
the  house  itself  stood,  unless  it  were  speedily  pro- 
tected by  sufficient  bulwarks. 

All  this  anracted  Roland  prseme's  observation,  as 
they  approached  the  dwelhng  by  a  winding  patk 
which  gave  them,  at  intervals,  a  view  of  it  from  dif- 
,  ferent  points. 

"  If  we  go  to  yonder  house,"  he  said  to  his  mother, 
"  I  trust  it  is  but  for  a  short  visit.  It  looks  as  if  two 
rainy  davs  from  the  north-west  would  send  the  whole 
into  the  brook." 

'*  You  see  but  with  the  eyee  of  the  bodr,"  said  the 
old  woman ;  "  God  will  defend  his  own,  tJxn]|B;h  it  be 
foreaken  and  despised  of  men.  Better  to  dweH on  the 
sand,  under  his  law,  than  fiy  to  the  rock  of  human 
trust." 

As  she  thus  qwke,  they  entered  the  court  before  the 
old  mansion,  and  Roland  could  observe  that  the  fiont 
of  it  had  fnnnerly  been  considerablv  ornamented  with 
carved  work,  in  the  same  dark-coloured  freestone  of 
which  it  was  built  But  all  these  ornaments  had 
been  broken  down  and  destroyed,  and  only  the  shat- 
tered vestiges  of  niches  and  entablatures  now  strewed 
the  place  which  they  had  once  occupied.  The  kryer 
ep trance  in  front  was  walled  up,  but  a  little  footpath, 
which,  from  its  appearance,  seemed  to  be  rarely 
trodden,  led  to  a  small  wicket  defended  by  a  door 
well  clenched  with  iron-headed  nails,  at  which  Hsg- 
dalen  Graeme  knocked  three  times,  pausing  betwixt 
each  knock,  until  she  heard  an  answering  tap  from 
within.  At  the  last  knock,  the  wicket  was  opened  by 
a  pale  thin  female,  who  said,  "  Bentdicti  qui  resutdi/ 
in  nomine  Domini."  They  ent^ed,  and  the  portress 
hastily  shut  behind  them  the  wicket  and  made  fost 
the  massive  fastenings  by  which  it  was  secured. 

4%e  female  led  the  way  through  a  narrow  entranoa 
into  a  vestibule  of  some  extent  paved  with  stone,  and 
having  benches  of  the  same  soUd  material  raiaffBd  . 
aroimd.  At  the  upper  end  was  an  oriel  window,  out 
some  of  the  intervals  formed  bv  the  stone  shafts  aad 
mullions  were  blocked  up,  ao  that  the  apartment  was 
very  gloomy. 

Here  they  stopped,  and  the  mistress  of  the  maiuun, 
for  such  ahe  was,  embraoed  Magdalen  Gtmamt  and 
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greeting  her  by  the  title  of  sister,  kissed  heiv  Mrith 
much  solemnity,  o%either  side  of  the  face. 

"  The  blessing  of  Our  Lady  be  upon  you,  n#  mster/* 
were  her  next  words ;  and  they  left  no  doubt  upon 
Roland's  mind  respecting  the  reumon  of  their  hostess, 
even  if  he  could  nave  suspected  his  venerable  and 
7ealous  guide  of  resting  elsewhere  than  in  the  habi- 
tation of  an  orthodox  Catholic  They  spoke  together 
a  few  words  in  private,  during  which  he  had  leieure 
to  remark  more  particularly  the  appearance  of  his 
grandmother's  friend. 

Her  age  mi^ht  be  betwixt  fifty  and  sixty;  her 
looks  had  a  mixture  of  melancholy  and  unhappmess, 
that  bordered  on  discontent,  ana  obscured  the  re- 
mains of  beauty  which  age  had  still  left  on  her  fea- 
tures. Her  dress  was  of  the  plainest  and  most 
ofdinsjy  description,  of  a  dark  colour,  and,  like  Mag- 
dalen urasme's,  something  approachmg  to  a  religious 
habit.  Strict  neatness,  and  cleanliness  of  person, 
seemed  to  intimate,  that  if  poor,  she  was  not  reduced 
to  squalidor  heart-broken  distress,  and  that  she  was 
still  sufficiently  attached  to  life  to  retain  a  taste  for 
its  decencies,  if  not  its  elegancies.  Her  manner,  as 
well  as  her  features  and  appearance,  argued  an  oiigmal 
condition  and  education  far  above  tne  meanness  of 
her  present  appearance.  In  short,  the  whole  figure 
was  sucli  as  to  excite  the  idea,  "  That  female  must 
have  had  a  history  worth  knowmg."  While  Roland 
QraDme  was  making  this  very  reflection,  the  whispers 
of  the  two  females  ceased,  and  the  mistress  of  the 
mansion,  approaching  him,  looked  on  his  face  and 
person  with  much  attention,  and,  a«it  seemed,  some 
mterefl^ 

"  This,  then^"  she  said,  addressing  his  relative,  "  is 
the  child  of  thme  unhappy  daughter,  sister  Magdalen ; 
and  him,  the  only  shoot  from  your  ancient  tree,  you 
•re  willing  to  devote  to  the  Goqd  Cause  T* 

"  Yes,  by  the  rood,"  answered  Magdalen  Graeme, 
in  her  usual  tone  of  resolved  determination,  ''  to  the 
good  cause  I  devote  him,  flesh  and  fell,  sinew  and 
Funb,  body  and  soul !" 

''Thou  art  a  happy  woman,  sister  Magdalen," 
answered  her  companion,  '*  that,  lifted  sd  high  above 
human  affection  and  human  feeling,  thou  canst  b'uid 
such  a  victim  to  the  horns  of  the  altar.  Had  I  been 
called  to  make  such  sacrifice— to  plunge  a,  youth  so 
young  and  fair  into  the  plots  and  bloodthirsty  deal- 
ings of  the  time,  not  the  patriarch  Abraham,  when  he 
led  Isaac  up  the  mountain,  would  have  rendered  more 
melancholy  obedience." 

She  then  contiiiued  to  look  at  Roland  with  a  mourn- 
ful aspect  of  compassion,  until  the  intentness  of  her 
gaze  occasioned  bis  colour  to  rise,  and  he  was  about 
to  move  out  of  its  influence,  when  he  was  stopped  by 
his  grandmother  with  one  hand,  while  with  toe  other 
she  divided  the  hair  upon  his  forehead,  which  was 
nowciimson  with bashfulness,  while  she  added,  with 
a  mixture  of  nroud  affection  and  firm  resolution,— 
**  Ay,  look  at  nim  well,  my  sister,  for  on  a  fairer  face 
tbiDe  eye  never  restedf.  I  too,  when  first  I  saw  him. 
after  a  long  separation,  felt  as  the  worldly  feel,  and 
was  half  shaken  in  my  purpose.  But  no  wind  can 
tear  a  leaf  from  the  withered  tree  which  has  long 
been  stripped  of  its  foliage,  and  no  mere  human 
casualty  can  awaken  the  mortal  feelings  which  have 
lon^slept  in  the  calm  of  devotion." 

While  the  old  woman  thus  spoke,  her  manner  gave 
the  lie  to  her  assertions,  for  the  tears  rose  to  her  eyes 
while  she  added,  "  But  the  fairer  and  the  more  spot- 
less the  victim,  is  it  not,  my  sister,  the  more  worthy 
of  acceptance  7"  She  seemed  glad  to  escape  from  the 
sensations  which  agitated  her,  ond  instantly  added, 
"  He  will  escape,  my  sister— there  will  be  a  ram  caught 
in  the  thicket,  and  the  hand  of  our  revolted  brethren 
shall  not  be  on  the  youthful  Joseph.  Heaven  can 
defend  its  own  tights,  even  by  means  of  babes  and 
sucklings,  of  women  and  beardless  boys." 

•*  Heaven  hath  left  us."  said  the  other  female ;  for 
our  sins  and  our  father  s  the  succours  of  the  blessed 
saints  have  abandoned  this  accursed  land.  We  may 
win  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  but  not  that  of  earthly 
triumph.  One,  too,  whose  prudence  was  at  this  deep 
crisis  BO  indispensable,  has  been  called  to  a  better 
world.    The  Abbot  Eustatius  is  no  more." 
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"May  his  soul  have  mercy!"  said  Magdalen 
(mme,  and  may  Heaven,  too.  have  mercy  upon  lis 
who  hnger  behind  in  this  bloody  land!  Hu»  loss  is 
indeed  a  perilous  blow  to  our  enterprise;  for  who  re- 
mains behind  possessing  his  far-fetch^  experience, 
his  self-devoted  zeal,  his  consummate  wisdom,  and  his 
undaunted  courage !  He  hath  fallen  with  the  church's 
standard  in  his  hand,  but  God  will  raise  up  another  * 
to  lift  the  blessed  banner.  Whom  have  the  Chapter 
elected  in  his  room  1" 

"It  is  mmoured  no  one  of  the  few  remaining 
brethren  dare  accept  the  office.  The  heretics  have 
sworn  that  they  will  permit  no  future  election,  and 
will  heavily  punish  any  attempt  to  create  a  new 
Abbot  of  Saint  Mary's.  Conjuraverunt  inter  se  prin- 
cipe3f  diccrUes^  Projiciamus  lcu(ueo»  ejus." 

"  Quoti*7ue,  JJaminer* — ejaculated  Magdalen) 
*'  this,  my  sister,  were  indeed  a  perilous  and  fatal 
breach  in  our  band ;  but  I  am  firm  in  my  belief^  that 
another  will  arise  in  the  place  of  him  so  untimely 
removed.— Where  is  thy  daughter  Catherine?" 

"In  the  parlour,"  answered  the  matron,  "but" 

She  looked  at  Roland  Graeme,  And  muttered  some- 
thing in  the  ear  of  her  friend. 

"Fear  it  not."  answered  Mogdalen  Graeme,  "it  is 
both  lawful  and  necessary— fear  nothing  from  him— I 
would  he  were  as  well  grounded  in  the  faith  by  which 
alone  comes  safety,  as  he  is  free  from  thought  dee4» 
or  speech  of  villany.  Therein  js  the  heretics'^  disci- 
pline to  be  commended,  my  sister,  that  they  train  up 
their  youth  in  strong  moraUty,  and  choke  up  every 
inlet  to  youthful  folly?' 

"It  is  but  a  cleansing  of  the  outside  of  the  cup," 
answered  her  friend,  "a  whitening  of  the  sepulchre ; 
but  he  shall  see  Catharine,  since  you,  sister,  judge  it 
safe  and  meet.— Follow  us,  youth,"  she  added,  and 
led  the  way  from  the  apartment  with  her  friend. 
These  were  the  only  words  which  the  matron  had 
addressed  to  Roland  Ghraeme,  who  obeyed  them  in  si- 
lence. As  they  paced  through  several  winding  pas- 
sages and  waste  apartments  widi  a  very  slow  st^,  the 
young  page  had  leisure  td  make  some  reflections  on 
his  situation,— reflections  of  a  nature  which  his  ar- 
dent temper  considered  as  fl9>ecially  disagreeable.  It 
seemed  he  had  now  got  two^mistrcsses,  or  tutoressesi 
instead  of  one,  both  elderly  women,  and  both^  it 
would  seem,  in  league  td  direct  his  motions  according 
to  their  own  pleasure,  and  for  the  accomplishment  ot 
plans  to  which  he  was  no  party.  This,  he  thought, 
was  too  much  ;  arguing,  reasonably  enough,  that 
whatever  right  his  jgrandmother  and  benefactress 
had  to  guide  his  motions,  she  was  neither  entitled  to 
transfer  her  authority,  or  to  divide  it  vnlh  another, 
who  seemed  to  assume,  without  ceremony,  the  same 
tone  of  absolute  command  over  him. 

"But  it  shall  not  Ions  continue  thus,"  thought 
Roland ;  "  I  will  not  be  au  my  life  the  slave  of  a  wo> 
man's  whistle,  to  go  when  she  bids,  and  come  when 
she  calls.  No,  by  Saint  Andrew !  the  hand  that  can 
hold  the  lance  is  above  the  control  of  the  distaff*.  I 
will  leave  them  theslipp'd  collar  in  their  hands  on  the 
first  opportunity,  and  let  them  executj  their  own 
devices  by  their. own  proper  force.  It  may  save  them 
both  from  peril,  for  I  guess  what  they  meditate  is  not 
likely  to  prove  either  safe  or  easy— the  Earl  of  Murray 
and  nis  heresy  are  too  well  rooted  to  be  gmbbed  up 
by  two  old  women." 

As  he  thus  resolved,  they  entered  a  low  room,  in 
which  a  third  female  was  seated.  This  apartment 
was  the  first  he  had  observed  in  the  mansion  which 
was  furnished  with  moveable  seats,  and  with  a  wooden 
table,  over  which  was  laid  a  piece  of  tapestry.  A  car- 
pet was  spread  on  the  floor,  there  was  a  grate  in  the 
chimney,  and,  in  brie£  the  apartment  had  the  air  of 
being  habitable  and  inhabited. 

But  Roland's  eyes  found  belter  employment  than 
to  make  observations  on  the  accommodations  of  the 
chamber ;  for  this  second  female  inhabitant  of  the 
mansion  seemed  something  very  different  from  any 
thing  he  had  yet  seen  there.  At  his  first  entry,  she 
had  greeted  with  a  silent  and  low  obeisance  the  two 
agedmatrons,  then  glancing  her  eyes  towards  Roland^ 
she  adjusted  a  veil  which  hung  back  over  her  shqul' 
dors,  so  as  to  bring  it  over  her  face ;  an  operation 
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_.,,  Sot  witi 
id  tuniditr- 


■ddedlh. 
raferredi 

H^'thi 


Terybnai 

which  y  .....        ., 

deplonble  fiHurea,  enough  lo  demuul  lh< 

■rked.  Ihal  il 


land 


■kill  of  the  I 


that  Roland  OiEmL   „ 

inlGTealinB  pnrticulan ;  and  be  thooghl  ha  could  Qnca 
or  twiw,  notwithatanding  (ba  teilurB  of  ihe  veil, 
detect  Ihe  damaal  in  (he  act  of  taking  atnilar  eogiu- 
■ance  of  hit  own  penon.  TIh  malrona  in  the  mean 
whOe  continue^  their  wiiarate  conTenatton,  eyeing 
from  lime  to  tune  tbe  fonng  Mivle,  in  a  manner 
viuel)  left  Balind  in  DO  doubt  tbai  they  ware  ibeanb- 
ject  of  their  conTOMiioii.  At  lengtb  be  diatmcilir 
Mud  Magdaloa  Oiwaae  lajr  theae  woida— "  Kaf,  my 
■ialar,  we  matt  sire  them  opportomty  to  veak  Uge- 
tber,  and  to  become  acquainted)  lAqr  muat  be  per- 
•onatly  known  lo  each  other,  or  haw  riiall  iber  be 
•bletoezeeolewhatthey  are  inUiiated  with  1" 

Il  eeemed  aa  if  the  matron,  not  liillr  uliafied  with 
bar  friend's  reaaoniaft  ooDlinned  to  oner  aome  obiac- 
>t  but  they  were nboma  down  by  her  num  dicta- 

nuat  be  ao,"  ahe  aaid,  "my  dear  siawi  let  na 
re  go  forth  on  the  baleony,  to  flniah  our  con- 
m. — And  doyoo,"  ahe  added,  addressing  Ro- 
-  '  ■'       '-'],  "  become  ac^uainled  with  each 


lo  the  young  won 

—  ■«, fee  lures  wbich,  w 

their  ordinan'  cotnpleiion,  were  now 


ruains  her  veil,  discorc 
might  be  their  ordinary  i 
uniTersal  bluan. 


"Ijitinimrit,"  said  Magdalen,  looking  si  the  other 


ice  I  and  again  ad)uating  ibe 
ahediDfvsS  iisouioattade, 
tier  mnnlenance,  and  whis- 


— ig  tmi  — 

tboum  not  to  conceal,  her ,  _,     .... 

perad  to  her,  in  a  tone  loud  enoBgh  for  the  page  to  hear, 
"Roneniber,  Catherine^  who  thon  ail,  and  for  h^i 

n  then  tetreated  with  Magdalen  Gtwme 
the  etaeoisata  of  the  apanmeoi,  that 
n  braad  balcony,  whieh,  with  ita  mn- 
uwini>  uwuimde,  had  once  mn  along  the  wnole 
sonth  aunt  of  the  building  whieh  faced  the  brook, 
and  formed  a  pbasantand  commodbua  walk  in  die 
open  air.  It  waa  now  m  some  places  deprived  of  the 
bahutrade,  in  othcn  broken  and  narrowed ;  but, 
rmnouB  aa  it  was,  COolil  aiiU  be  used  as  ■  pleasant 
promenade.  Hcretbenwalkedthetwoancisnt dames. 
busied  in  theirpnTale  convenaiion  i  yet  not  aomuch 
ao,  bat  that  Roland  could  obBerre  lbs  malrona,  as 
their  thin  forms  darliened  thecaaemeni  in  psssingor 
npasnng  before  il,  dart  a  glance  into  Ihe  apartment, 
to  see  how  matteia  weie  going  on  there. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


Cathkbuib  waa  at  tha  happy  age  of  in 
and  buoyancy  of  «>irit,  when,  elW  the  Srat 
of  eDibarraaanait  waa  OTei,  a  dluatior  -'  ~ 
lUas  like  thai  in  wluch  die  waa  aaddeii 


P(f«onagea 

, ne  impatiMK^ 

exhausted  cilher  bar  power  or  her  desire  of  lauf^ing. 
and  was  returning  with  good  grace  lo  the  exercise  of 
her  needle,  and  ihen  he  (wserred  with  some  drynea& 
that  "  there  seemed  no  great  occanon  to  reconunend 
lo  tbem  to  improve  their  aceuaintance,  aa  it  aeewed 
that  they  woe  already  tolerably  ftmihar. 

Catherine  had  an  extreme  diHire  to  act  olT  upao  a 
liesh  score,  bat  aba  reprcsaed  i(  atroqgly,  and  niinii 
her  eyes  on  her  woifc,  rcfilied  br  asking  his  pardon, 
and  prominng  lo  avoid  future  oOence. 

Rcdand  bad  aenaa  enough  to  feel,  that  an  air  of 
offended  dignity  waa  very  much  minlaoed,  and  ihat 
it  «ras  with  a  very  difirent  bearing  he  oo^t  to  meet 
the  deep  blue  eyaa  which  had  home  eacn  a  beany 
burden  in  the  tau^nng  Bcen&  He  tried,  tbetefin  lo 
eitricalehimsdfaswell  aaheconldfhimhiaUDndcj, 
by  KMuming  a  tone  of  eoneapondiiw  gayety,  and  re- 
quoting  to  know  of  the  nymph,  how  ii  was  btr 
pleoBure  ihat  ihey  should  proce«a  in  improving_tM 
acquBiounce  which  had  commenced  ao  mernty. 
That/'  abe  aaid,  "  yon  must  Tonrself  diacoTcri 
perha^  I  have  gone  a  sup  too  far  in  opening  evr 

"  Suppose,"  aaid  Roland  Qrame,  "weehonld  btgia 
as  in  a  isle-book,  by  asking  each  other's  names  uti 
hialoiiea." 

"Il  ia  light  well  imagined/'  said  Catherine.  "  and 
ahowa  an  argute  judgment.  Do  yon  begin,  and  I  win 
lialcn,  and  only  put  in  a  question  or  two  at  tbe  dsit 
parte  of  the  alory.  Come,  unfold  than  yonr  name  sod 
htitary,  my  new  acgusintance." 

"I  am  called  Roland  OrMne,  and  thai  tall  old  so- 
man IS  my  grandmotbff." 

"And  your  tntoresat— Oood.    Wbo  At  yom  pa- 


■'&' 


are  both  dead. 


tde^Y 


"I  soppoae  BO,"  aaid  Rcdand,  "but  I  have  n 


wu  ■  Scoldifa^koight,  who  died  tcalJuVli 
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Ihedr  faiiuiy.    Hy  fathflr 


the  DsbalHible  Land — most  of  I 
when  the  Debateable  c 
Maxwell  uiid  Hemei 


}f  her  fiimUy  were  killfld 
wai  burned  br  the  Lord 

"Thai  mnM  be  ■  'sreat  while  sinoej"  nid  she. 
■haUng hei  hetd  Bnvelf  i  "lookyou,  I  canngl  wsep 
fiir  [hem." 

"It  needs  not,"  said  the  routh,  "(her  ftll  with 

"So  much  foi  ymir  lineage,  fair  air,"  rallied  hia 
annpanion,  "of  wham  I  like  the  living  apeeitnen" 
[aitlance  at  the  casemenl)  "far  leaa  than  ihoae  that 
are  dead.  Youi  much  honoured  gnndmolher  looka 
■■  if  ahe  could  make  one  weep  in  sad  eaiaetu  And 
now,  fail  ar,  for  yaia  own  penaD~if  you  tell  not  the 
(ale  Cuter,  il  will  be  cat  ahorl  in  the  middle :  Mother 
BiitigelpaiBnlonser  and  tongereveiy  time  sbe puses 
UM  window,  and  with  ha  ibere  ia  as  little  muth  as 


"My  tale  ia  • 

Castle  of  Avenel 
"Shaia  aatr 

ct  Huguenot,  ia  ahe  nol  T'  aaid  the 

:t  ae  Calvin  himeelT. ,  Bui  my  giandnio- 


iber  can  play  the  puritan  when  it  suits  her  pu 
and  she  bad  some  plan  of  her  own  for  quuterinB  me 
in  the  castle— it  would  hare  laited,  however  after  we 
bad  remained  aeveral  weeks  at  the  hamlet,  but  for  an 
aneipected  master  of  ceremonies" 

"  And  who  was  thai!"  said  the  girl. 

"  A  largo  blnck  dog,  Wolf  hy  name,  who  brought 
me  into  the  casile  one  day  in  his  mouth,  tike  a  burl 
wild-duck,  and  presented  me  to  tbs  \adj?' 

"A  moat  reepeclable  iniroducdon,  truly,"  said 
Catherine  j  "  and  what  miBbt  you  ieam  at  thia  aame 
castlel  I  love  dearly  to  know  what  my  scquoinl- 
ancea  can  do  at  need. 

"To  By  a  bawk,  halloo  to  a  hoimd,  back  ahorae. 
and  wield  lance,  bow,  and  brand." 

I!  And  to  boast  of  all  thia  when  you  haTO  learned 
it,  aaid  Catherine,  "which,  in  Franco  at  least,  ia  the 
MircM  Boconvdiahmsnl  of  a  page.  But  proceed,  fair 
sir  ;  how  cams  your  HuRoeiMil  lord  and  your  no  lais 
Huaueiiot  lady  to  raceim  and  keep  in  the  family  so 
periloua  a  person  aa  a  Calholic  page  7" 

"  Beeanaa  they  knew  not  that  part  of  my  hiatory, 
which  bom  inbney  I  had  been  taught  to  keep  aecret 
— and  beceuaa  my  oiaiid-dame'a  fonner  Btalous  a1- 
lendanceon  their  heretic  cbi^ain,  bad  laid  all  thia 
suqiician  to  aleep,  meet  fair  CaUipolia,"  aaid  the 
page  (  and  in  ao  aaying,  be  edged  his  chair  towards 
the  seat  of  the  fair  qaensL 

"  Nay,  but  keq)  yom'  distance,  most  gallant  air," 
anawersd  tbs  blue-eyed  maiden,  "for,  unEeaal  greatly 
mislake,  tbcoe  rererand  ladies  will  soon  intarropt  our 
amicable  conbienc^  if  lbs  aeanaintanee  ibey.  recom- 
mend Bhall  nam  to  proceed  beyand  a  eertam  pomi 
—ao,  bir  sir,  bs  pleased  to  abide  l>jr  your  aUDon,  and 
reply  to  my  qoenianB. — By  what  acnievementa  did  you 
prova  ibe  ijualiiiea  of  a  page,  whicb  yon  bad  ibos  hap- 
pily acquired  1" 

Roland,  wbo 


ibosbap- 

:o  the  tons  and  m- 
replied  to  her  with 


if  the  damsel's 

...  JO  leat,  tkir  gentlewaman,  was  I  i 
pertiwherantlieiewaa  mischief  implied.  I 
huDted  cala  fHgbtened  aenring- women, 

■->■    ^-      rchard.  Taaynoihinaof  lo 
n  yanoua  ways,  for  that  wi 


huDted  cala  fHphtened  senrin^wc , 

dea.  attd  robbed  ibe  orchard.    1  aay  nothing  < 
menting  the  cbaplain  in  various  waya,  for  tha 
mr  duty  as  a  good  Catholic^" 
_/'Now,  aa  lam  a  .gentlewomen,"  aaid  Catheri 


. .leCalbdic 

in  ealertaining  ao  all-accomptiahed  a  serrmg-man  I 
And  what,  fav  sir,  might  have  been  the  unhappy 
eranl  wbidi  deprived  tbem  of  animnaleallogelharso 
estimable  T* 

'"nuly,  bir  gentlewoman,"  anawered  the  youth, 
"your  real  proTerfa  Mja  that  the  longest  lane  will 
have  a  tamit«  and  roine  waa  mors— it  waa  in  one  a 


"A  happy  grandmalber,"  aaid  the  maiden,  "  wbo 
had  the  luck  to  find  the  stray  page  juat  when  hia 
mistreas  had  slipped  his  hash,  and  a  moat  lucky  page 
that  baa  jumped  at  once  from  a  p^a  to  an  old  lady'a 
gentleman-uiher  1" 

a  "i  ^j  it'"  '■  "0',*'i''f!  °f  your  tiatory,"  answered 
Kolaiu  Granje,  who  began  to  be  much  mtereated  in 
the  congenial  vtracity  ofthis  ficetioue  vouns  sen  lie- 
woman,-"  taU  for  tale  is  fellow- traveUer'sjiuuce." 

Wail  till  we  are  fellow- travellBrs,  then,"  replied 
Catharine. 

"Nay, you  escape  me  not  so,"  said  the  page;  "if 
vm  deal  not  iustly  by  me,  I  will  call  out  to  Dame 
Bridget,  or  whatever  your  dame  be  called,  and  pT»- 
claim  you  for  ■  cheat. 

"You  aball  not  need,"  anawered  the  maiden— "  my 
hiatory  is  the  coantoipart  of  your  own  j  the  same 
woHs  might  almost  serve,change  bui  dreas  and  natne. 
I  am  called  Catharine  Seyton,  and  I  also  am  an 

Have  your  parents  been  long  dead  7" 
"That  IB  the  only  mieation,"  aaid  she,  throwing 
down  her  fine  eyes  wttb  a  sudden  elpression  of  sor- 
row,—" that  ia  the  only  question  I  cannot  laugh  at." 
"And  Dame  Bridget  ia  your  giindmoibei  f* 
Tbe  sudden  cloud  passed  away  like  that  which 
crosses  for  an  instant  the  aummsr  sun,  and  she  an- 
swered, with  her  usual  lively  eipreeedon,  "  Worse  by 
ily  degrees— Dame  Bridget  ia  my  maiden  aunt. 


"Tour  own  hiatoiy,  eiactly. 


a  taken  upon 

arafioot- 

'"  Nay,  our  hislory^ariea  thera,"  said  the  damaal — 

r^ Vokeup  house,  or  had  her  house  broke 

I  aame  thing,  and  I  am  a  free  w 

I  glad  of  il  i 

doublet  with  cloth  of  gold,' 
"I  thank  you  for 


tlie  balcony,  like  two  old  hooded 

Sand  their  croak  grows  hoarser  as  night  comea 
eywiU  wing  to  roost  presenily.-This  mistress 
of  youra,  tail  gentlewoman,  who  waa  ahe,  in  Ood'a 

"O,  ahe  haa  a  fair  name  in  the  worid,"  replied 
Catherine  Seyton.  "Few  ladies  kept  a  Stmt  houae, 
r  held  more  gentlewomen  in  her  hmisehold  i  my 
—  Tt.:j^ le  of  her  housekoepen.   V 

early  and  d 

r DK--J idliihlfood. 

"Out  upon  the  penurious  old  beldami    ssid  the 

For  Heaven's  eake,  blaspheme  not  T' said  the  girl 
ith  an  expresnan  of  fear,—"  Qod  pardon  us  both  I 
meant  no  harm.  I  qieak  of  our  blessed  Saint  Caihe- 
..je  of  Si Btm a  I— may  Ood  forgive  me  that  I  qxike  so 
lightly,  and  made  you  do  a  great  sin  and  agrealblas- 
iSemyl    Thia  waa  her  nunnery,  il      '  '  ' 


n 
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twelve  nuns  and  an  abbess.  My  aunt  was  the  abbess, 
tfll  the  heretics  turned  all  adiiff."    .         ..      ,    ,    , 

"And  where  are  your  companions r  asked  the 
youth.  ,    ,         .- 

"  With  the  last  year's  snow,"  answered  the  maid- 
en;  "east,  north,  south,  and  west— some  to  Prance 
some  to  Flanders,  some,  I  fear,  into  the  world  and  its 
pleasures.  We  have  got  Dcrmissionto  remain,  or 
rather  our  remaining  has  oeen  connived  at,  for  my 
aunt  has  great  relations  among  the  Kerrs,  and  they 
have  threatened  a  death-feud  if  any  one  touches  us ; 
and  bow  and  spear  are  the  best  warrants  in  these 
thnes." 

"  Nay,  then,  you  sit  under  a  sure  shadow,''  said  the 
youth ;  and  I  suppose  you  wept  vourself  blind  when 
Saint  Catherine  broke  up  housekeeping  before  you 
had  token  arlcs*  in  her  service?" 

"Hush!  for  Heaven's  sake,"  said  the  damsel, 
croBsin^  herself,  "  no  iftore  of  that !  But  I  have  not 

Suite  cried  my  eyes  out,"  said  she,  turning  them  upon 
im,  and  instantly  again  bending  them  upon  ner 
work.  It  was  one  of  those  glances  which  would 
require  the  threefold  plate  of  brass  around  the  heart, 
more  than  it  is  needed  by  the  mariners,  to  whom 
Horace  recommends  it  Our  youthful  page  had  no 
defence  whatever  to  offer." 

"  What  say  you,  Catherine,"  he  said.  "  if  we  two, 
thus  strangely  turned  out  of  service  at  the  same  time, 
should  give  our  two  most  venerable  duennas  the  torch 
to  hold,  while  we  walk  a  merry  measure  with  each 
other  over  the  floor  of  this  weary  world  7" 

"  A  goodly  proposal,  truly,"  said  Catherine.  "  and 
worthy  the  madcap  brain  of  a  discarded  page !— And 
what  shifts  does  your  worship  propose  we  should  Uve 
by  7— by  singing  ballads,  cutting  purses,  or  swaggpr- 
ing  on  the  highway  7  for  there,  I  think,  you  would 
find  your  most  productive  exchequer." 

*'  Choose,  you  proud  peat !"  said  the  page^  drawing 
off  in  huge  disdain  at  the  calm  and  unembarrassea 
ridicule  with  which  his  wild  proposal  was  received. 
And  as  he  spoke  the  words,  the  casement  was  again 
darkened  by  the  forms  of  the  matrons— it  opened,  and 
admitted  Magdalen  Grsme  and  the  Mother  Abbess, 
so  we  must  now  style  her,  into  the  apartment. 
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NiLjr,  hew  ms,  brother-4  am  •l<l«r,  winr. 
And  holier  Uwn  thou.    And  age,  and  wiMoro, 
And  holinesa,  have  peremptory  claims. 
And  will  be  litlen'd  to. 

OUPUf. 

Wnnr  the  matrons  re-entered,  and  put  an  end  to 
the  conversation  which  we  have  detailed  in  the  last 
chapter,  Dame  Magdalen  Grsme  thus  addressed  her 
grandson  and  bis  pretty  companion :  **  Have  you 
spoke  together,  my  children  7— Have  you  become 
known  to  each  other  as  fellow-travellers  on  the  same 
dark  and  dubious  road,  whom  chance  hath  brought 
^ether,  and  who  study  to  learn  the  tempers  and 
dispositions  of  those  by  whom  their  perils  are  to  bo 
shared  7" 

It  was  seldom  the  light-hearted  Csthcrine  could 
suppress  a  jest,  so  that  she  often  spoke  when  she 
would  have  acted  more  wisely  in  holding  her  peace. 

"  Your  grandson  admires  the  journey  which  you  pro- 

Jjose  so  very  greatly,  that  he  was  even  now  preparing 
or  setting  out  upon  it  instsntly." 

"This  IS  to  be  too  forward,  Roland,"  said  the  dame, 
addrcssmg  him,  **  as  yesterday  you  were  over  slack— 
the  just  mean  bes  in  obedience,  which  both  waits  for 
the  signal  to  start,  and  obeys  it  when  given.— But 
once  again,  my  children,  have  you  so  perused  each 
other's  countenanoes,  that  when  you  meet,  in  what- 
ever disguise  the  times  may  impose  upon  you,  you 
may  recognise  each  in  the  other  the  secret  agent  of 
the  mighty  work  in  which  you  are  to  be  leagued  7— 
Look  at  each  other,  know  each  line  and  lineament  of 
«ch  other's  countenance.  Learn  to  distinguish  by 
me  step,  bv  the  sound  of  the  voice,  by  the  motion  of 
me  hand,  by  the  glance  of  the  eycL  the  partner  whom 
lieaven  hath  sent  to  aid  m  woiking  its  will.— Wilt 

•  Angtlee-TMrabstmootj. 


thou  know  that  maiden,  wbeosoevo'  or  wh«e«oev« 
you  shall  again  meet  her,  my  Roland  GnemeT' 

As  readily  ai  truly  did  Roland  answer  in  the  affirma- 
tive. "And  thou,  my  daughter,  wilt  thou  hgam  n- 
member  the  features  of  this  vouth  7" 

"Truly,  mother,"  replied  Catherine  Seytoo,  "I 
have  not  seen  so  many  men  of  late^  that  I  ahookl 
immediately  forget  your  grandson,  though  I  mark 
not  much  about  nim  that  is  deserving  oispecial  re- 
membrance." 

"Join  hands,  then^  my  children,"  said  Maedaleo 
Gneme ;  but,  m  saymg  so,  was  interrupted  oy  her 
companion^  whose  conventual  prejudices  had  bees 
gradfually  giving  her  more  and  more  uneasiness,  and 
who  couuTremain  acquiescent  no  longer. 

"Nay,  my  good  sister,  you  forget."  said  she  to 
Magdalen,  Catherine  is  the  betrothed  bride  of  Hea- 
ven—these intimacies  cannot  be." 

"  It  is  in  the  cause  of  Heaven  that  I  command  them 
to  embrace,"  said  Magdalen,  with  the  full  force  of  her 
powerful  voice ;  "  the  end,  sister,  sanctifies  the  means 
we  must  use." 

"They  call  me  Lady  Abbess,  or  Mother  at  the 
least,  who  address  me,"  said  Dame  Bridget,  drawing 
herself  up,  as  if  offended  at  her  friend's  authoritativs 
manner—"  the  Lady  of  HeathergOl  forgets  that  she 
speaks  to  the  Abbess  of  Saint  Catherine?' 

"  When  I  was  what  you  call  me,"  said  Magdakn, 
"you  indeed  were  the  Abbess  of  Saint  Catherine; 
but  both  names  are  now  gone,  with  all  the  rank  that 
the  world  and  that  the  church  gave  to  them ;  and  we 
are  now,  to  the  eye  of  human  judgment,  two  poor, 
despised,  oppressed  women,  dragging  our  dishonoured 
old  age  to  an  humble  grave.  But  what  are  we  in  the 
eye  of  Heaven  7— Ministers,  sent  forth  to  work  His 
will.— m  whose  weakness  the  strength  of  the  church 
shall  be  manifested— before  whom  shall  be  humbled 
the  wisdom  of  Murray,  and  the  dark  strencrth  of  Mel- 
ton.—And  to  such  would  St  thou  apply  me  nairow 
rules  of  thy  cloistered  seclusion  7— or,  nasi  thou  &r- 
^tten  the  order  which  I  showed  thee  from  thv  Supe- 
rior, subjecting  thee  to  me  in  these  matters  Y 

"  On  thy  head,  then,  be  the  scandal  and  the  sin^" 
said  the  Abbess,  sullenly. 

"  On  mine  be  they  both."  said  Magdalen.  **^I  aay, 
embrace  each  other,  ray  children." 

But  Catherine,  aware,  perhaps,  how  the  dispute 
was  likely  to  terminate,  had  escaped  from  the  Apart- 
ment, and  so  disappointed  the  grandson,  at  least  as 
much  as  the  old  matron. 

"  She  is  gone,"  said  the  Abbess,  "  to  provide  some 
Uttle  refreshment.  But  it  will  have  Uttle  savour  to 
those  who  dwell  in  the  world  ;  for  I,  at  least,  cannot 
dispense  with  the  rules  to  which  I  am  vowed,  because 
it  is  the  will  of  wicked  men  to  break  down  the  sanc- 
tuary in  which  they  were  wont  to  be  observed." 

"  It  is  well,  my  sister,"  replied  Magdalen,  "  to  pay 
each  even  the  smallest  tithes  of  mint  and  cumin 
which  the  church  demands,  aqd.I  blame  not  thy 
scrupulous  observance  of  the  niles  of  thine  order. 
But  they  were  established  by  the  church,  and  for  the 
church's  benefit:  and  reason  it  is  that  they  riiouU 
give  way  when  the  salvation  of  the  church  herself  is 
at  stake." 

The  Abbess  made  no  reply. 

One  more  acquainted  with  human  nature  than  the 
inexperienced  paajs,  might  have  found  amusement  io 
comparing  the  mfierent  kinds  of  fanaticism  whidi 
these  two  females  exhibited.  The  Abbess— timid, 
narrow-minded,  and  discontented,  climg  to  ancient 
usages  and  pretensions  which  were  ended  by  the 
Reformation,  and  was  in  adversitj,  as  she  had  been 
in  prosperity,  scrupulous,  weak-spinted,  and  bigoted; 
while  the  fiery  and  more  lofty  spirit  of  her  companioD 
sugj^ested  a  wider  field  of  eflort,  and  would  not  be 
limited  by  ordinary  rules  in  the  extraordinary  scheoiee 
which  were  suggested  by  her  bold  and  irregular  ima- 
gination. But  Roland  Grsme.  instead  of  tracing  theee 
peculiarities  of  character  in  the  two  old  dames,  only 
waited  with  great  anxiety  for  the  return  of  CathennSi 
expecting  probably  that  the  proposal  of  the  fiater- 
nal  embrace  would  be  renewed,  as  his  grandmother 
seemed  disposed  to  carry  matters  with  a  high  hand. 
I     His  expectations,  or  hupes,  if  we  may  caUthem  so, 
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vera,  however,  dinppainledj  for, 
re-enlei«d  on  ifia  mimmons  of  the  i 
on  the  [able  an  earihen  plicber  a 
wiHideD  planers,  wltb  cups  of  ibe  >■ 
Dune  DTHeilherwII,  entiiEed  wiib  1 
in  which  ebe  bail  borne  doum  Ihe 
AbbcK,  pnTBued  ber  victory  no  farlh 
Tor  which  her  grandson,  in  hia  hoar 
Blender  thanks.         - 

Id  (he  mean  while,  Caiherine  Ci 
upon  ibe  table  the  atepder  preparali 
•N  a  recluse  which  consisied  almot 
wort,  boiled,  and  served  up  in  a  woi 
■ .  ...   ggj^ning  than  a  lillli 


T  modetale  quantily.     The  w 


of  the  fare  appeared  to  produce  n 
bmolee,  who  ale  of  it  moderatel/,  t 
appearance  of  appetite.  But  Roland 
OMd  10  belter  cheer.  Sir  Halberl  I 
aflected  even  an  unusual  degree  of 


housekeepina,  t 


vailed  thai  t 


of  England.  He  might  ibink,  perhi 
so,  he  acted  yet  mora  complelely  tl 
he  was  bom— that  of  a  great  Bai 
Two  bullocks,  and  aii  aheeii,  weekl 
ance  when  Ihe  Baron  was  st  home 

boll  of  mall  was  wedily  brewed  in 
used  by  the  honaehold  at  diacreti 
baked  Si  proportion  for  the  conaui 

had  Roland  OrtEme  now  lived  for 
formed  a  bad  introduction  to  luke 
pring  water  I  and  probably  his  c 
•led  some  sense  of  the  different 


ine  heretic  Baron,  whom  yon  have 
are  more  daititily  furnished  than  (h 
ins  daughters  of  the  church ;  and 
IDOSI  ■oTemi)  nlghls  of  festival,  wh 
penniUed  to  eat  their  portion  at  mi 
I  consider  ihe  catee  which  were  t 
balf  90  delicious  aa  these  vwelable 
on  which  I  prefer  to  feed,  rather  tbt 
may  derogate  from  ihe  siriclneasof 
never  be  said  thai  the  miairesa  of  t 
a  house  of  feasting,  when  days  of 
■flticiion   we™  hanguig  over  the 


ni  which  ihcae  chilflren  shall  be  en 
measures  we  can  adopt  la  supply 
oess  and  tsck  of  dim:rclion." 
^Kntwilhilandinff  hi>  indiff.-n'nl  I 


isicen.  Cetbeiine,!! 
to  indulge  him  ^  for,  moveo  ejiner 
price,  or  some  of  those  indescrihah 
the  one  and  the  other,  with  whici 
ipue,  and  at  the  same  time  to  ca 
sex,  she  reminded  the  Abbess  that 
shD  should  retire  for  an  hour  bef 
receiving  the  ready  and  op|>roving 
rior,  rfie  ari*Bo  lo  withdraw.     But,  I 

ing  herself  till  her  hands  touched  h< 
Riade  a  lesser  reverence  to  Roland 
in  B  slighi  bend  of  the  body  and  g( 
the  head.    This  she  performed  ve 

Ihoncht  he  could  discern  in  her  mi 
mischievous  eiullation  over  hia 
menl.— "The  devil  lake  the  sauc) 


erib  conilriKicd  Ibr  the  mw  in  one  corner  of  tbs 
apartment,  and  the  Mack  or  toUa  which  w»  piled 
beeida  it  fbr  her  (bod.* 

"  By  mf  btth,"  said  the  page,  "Crombie 
lonUr  \oaaai  than  any  one  herel" 

"You  had  beat  remain  with  her,"  raid  Catherine, 
"and  Bupplyby  your  Glial  attenbona  the  otbtaingAi 
has  hod  the  ill  luclt  to  loar." 

"  I  will  remain,  at  leaet,  to  help  jon  to  prepare  hei 
nighl'B  laii^^reDjr  Catherine,"  aaid  Roland,  seizins 


□  a  pitc^r 

■By  no  me., 

you  know  ni'  i 


IB,"  said  Cailierine:  " for, beaidea  thai 


■aid  the 


IT  not  ID  the  leael  how  [o  dt , 

bring  a  chiding  my  way,  and  I  gel  enough  of 
iMsi  111  uie  tegidar  course  of  thinjjs." 

page,—"  for  accepting  my  aaaislance,  who 

your  cotifederata  in  aome  dm  matter  of  im, . . 
That  were  allMalberimreaaonable — and,  now  I  think 
on  iu  tall  nw  iT you  can,  what  i>  ihta  mighty  emptiae 
to  which  I  am  deelined  ¥' 

"Rabbins  a  bird's  neal,  I  ehould  aoppoae,"  aa 
Catherine,  considering  the  champion  whom  (hi 
have  selecled." 

"  By  my  faith,"  aaid  the  youth,  "  and  be  that  baa 
ukan  a  ulcon'aneat  in  the  Scaursof  Pohnoodie,hai 
done  something  to  brag  o^  my  fair  aiaier,— But  thai 
■•  all  over  now~a  murrain  on  the  nesL  and  the  eyar 
•es  and  their  Ibod^  washed  or  unwashed,  fbr  il  wi 
bU  anon  of  ciamming  these  wonhleas  kites  Ibat  I  wi 
■epl  upon  my  present  iravela.  Save  Ibai  I  have  mi., 
with  you,  pretty  sisier,  I  could  eat  my  dagger-hill  for 
Texabon  at  my  own  folly.  But,  as  wearelobefbllow- 
lravdlars" 

"  PeUow-labourera  1   not  fdlow-tiavBllets  f    an- 
Bwared  the  girl :  "fbr  to  your  comfort  be  it  known, 
thai  the  Lady  Abbeas  and  Isel  out  earlier  Ihi 
your  respected  relalive  lo-morrow,  an  ' 
sodure  your  company  at  present,  beci 
Ions  era  we  meet  again." 

"By  Saint  Andrew,  but  it  ahall  noi, ,, 

awared  Roland:  "I  will  not  hunt  at  all  unless 
u>  hunt  in  eonples," 

1  aiHvecL  in  that  and  in  other  pointy  we  mustdt 
M  we  are  bid,"  replied  the  young  lady.—"  But  hark 


irlbanrouand 
d  tbai  I  partly 

il,  (hough, "  aO' 


uood-nigni,  Iben,  my  poor  companian,  aaid 
Catherine  patting  the  smmal'a  shoulder*  ;  ''I  hope 
thon  hasi  ftlier  —  '^--'  ■----'-   ' ■-- 

boimoflalehavi ,. . 

I  had  been  bom  to  go  beiier  )aak  1" 

Now,  out  upon  thee,  mcan-fljinted  wench  1 
(he  Abb^  I  "  IS  that  a  speecli  wonhy  of  the  ni 
Seylon,  or  of  the  mouth  of  a  aster  of  this 
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(reading  ihe  path  of  decDoD— and  lobe^rakeobefan 
a  BliBoger  youth,  loo! — On  to  my  oratory,  minion— 
(here  read  your  Houra  till  1  come  [hither,  when  I  w3l 
read  you  such  a  lectors  as  shall  make  you  ptiia  the 
bleasiiiBS  which  you  posseas." 

Catherine  was  about  lo  withdraw  in  ailence,  cast- 
ing a  half  sorrowful  half  comic  glance  al  Rolaol 
OramiL  whichseemedlosay— "You  see  lo  what  yoar 


anging  her  mint 


forward  lo  llie  p 


matron  could  inlnilen,  and  tJatherine  had  time  lo  say 
— "  forave  me.  mother ;  it  is  long  uce  we  have  aeea 
a  face  ihal  looked  wiifa  kindneas  on  ua.  Since  tbtae 
disordeiB  have  broken  .up  our  jieaeefnl  retreat,  all  baa 
beetiKloomandmslignity,  1  bid  this  youth  kiiidly  £■»- 
well,  because  he  has  come  hitha- in  kindneaa,  and  be- 
cause the  odds  are  gmst,  that  we  may  never  afsin 
meet  in  this  woiM.  1  guess  better  than  h^  that  ibe 
schemes  on  which  you  are  rushing  are  too  mighijfoi 
your  mansgemeni,  and  thai  you  are  now  settuig  the 
stone  a-rolhng,  which  must  surety  crush  you  m  ils 
descent    I  bid  farewell,"  she  added,  "  to  my  f^ktw- 

'niis  was  qwken  with  a  tone  of  deep  and  senras 
leeluiK^  altogether  lUflerent  from  lbs  usual  kvity  of 
Catherme's  manner,  and  plainly  showed,  (hat  be  ~      ' 


and  the  appeared  struck 
tone  in  wh!S  her  niece 


lan  her  conduct  hi ^ 

remained  a  moment  alenl  after  die  had 

Hie  proposed  rebuke  died  on  * 


^ke  died  on  bar  icnmis, 
ihedecfi  and  fbrcbodmg 
nken  bei  good  ei 
the  apartment  wl 


...  ... apartment  which 

— ,  ..  formerly  occupied,  and  where  [hare  w»s 
prepared  a  small  refection,  as  the  Abbess  leriiMd  it, 
consisting  of  milk  and  bailey-bnad.  Hsodaleo 
'jnemo,  summoned  to  take  share  in  this  oouatioa 
ippearedfroin  an  a<iioiDing  apartment,  but  Calheriiie 
fta  seen  no  more,  llure  was  Utile  ssid  durii^  the 
hasly  meal,  and  after  il  was  finished,  Roland  Orame 

-'"iniiased  to  ihe  nearcat  cell,  where  soma  pnpa- 

nad  been  made  £ir  his  reposs; 

Jtrange  ciroimalancea  in  which  he  found  him- 

seK  had  their  usual  eflect  in  preventing  slumber  &«in 
hastily  descending  on  liiiu,  and  ha  cpold  dialiDctly 
hear,  by  a  low  but  earnest  murrouiing  in  the  apart- 
~wl  which  he  had  IcA,  lhal  the  tnatrona  continued 
...  deep  eoneultalion  lo  a  late  hour.  As  they  atnimled, 
he  heard  the  Abbess  dialiitetly  eipreea  balsdf  ihia  ^ 


ihe  aut^nly  wilh  whi^  my  Superionbave  uinMed 
you :  yel  il  seems  to  nu^  that,  ere  anteiing  on  this 
penlouaoourae,  we  shodd  consult  some  of  the  Faliisn 
of  ihe  Church." 

"And  how  and  where  are  we  to  find  s  fsiihtiil 
Bishop  or  Abbot  at  whom  to  aek  couosal  1  The  fiiilh- 
fiil  Eustatius  is  no  more— he  is  withdrawn  from  a 
world  of  evil,  and  fh>m  the  tyranny  ot  heretics.  Hay 
Heaven  and  Our  Lady  sssodiie  him  of  his  sins,  and 
ebndge  the  penance  of  his  mortal  inflnnilies  1— 
Where  ahall  we  find  another,  wilh  whom  to  take 
counsel? 

"  Heaven  will  provide  for  the  Church,"  aaid  the 
Abbess;  "and  the  Csithfid  fstbsrswboyetaiesufGsted 

remain  in  the  house  of  Kenaaquhau,  irill  piooeed 
elecl  an  AbboL  They  will  not  suHer  the  stafl'  to 
.Jt  down,  w  the  mitre  to  be  unfilled,  for  the  Ibreais 
of  heresy.'' 

"That  will  I  laam  to-morrow,"  said  Magdalen 
Orame  i  "  yet  who  now  takes  ihe  offloa  of  an  hour, 
save  to  partake  with  the  ^wilera  in  ihar  tntik  of 
pluMcrT^lo-inMraw  will  tell  ns  if  one  of  the  tluu- 
■andsaints  who  aia  nnutB  from  the  House  of  Saint 

Farewell,  iny  sislsr 


I  SI  Edinbut^" 
(ha  Abbeta,   snd  ther 


"To  Kennaquhair  and  to  Edint 
»y,"  iboughl  Rolan'  "" 

„jvs  I  purJhased  br 

with  my  porpoM.    At 
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more  dressed  and  trimmed.  Even  this  day— a/^ven 
this  hour,  I  trust  to  hear  news  of  importance.  Dallv 
not— let  us  on— time  is  brie£  and  judgment  is  certain. 

She  resumed  the  path  which  led  to  the  Abbey— a 
path  which,  in  ancient  times,  was  carefully  marked 
out  by  posts  and  rails,  to  assist  the  pilgnm  in  his 
iouraey— these  were  now  torn  up  and  destroyed.  A 
half  hour's  walk  placed  them  in  front  of  the  once 
splendid  Monastery,  which,  although  the  church  was 
as  yet  entire,  had  not  encBped  the  fury  of  the  times. 
The  long  range  of  cells  ana  of  apartments  for  the  use 
of  the  brethren,  which  occupied  two  sides  of  the  great 
square,  were  almost  entirely  ruinous,  the  interior  nav- 
ing  been  consumed  by  fire,  which  only  the  massive 
architecture  of  the  outward  walls  had  enabled  them 
to  resist.  The  Abbot's  house,  which  formed  the  third 
aide  of  the  souare,  was,  though  ii^ured,  still  inhabited, 
and  afiordea  refuge  to  the  few  brethren,  who  yet, 
rather  by  connivance  than  by  actual  authority,  were 
permitted  to  remain  at  Kennaquhair.  Their  stately 
offices — their  pleasant  gardens— the  magnificent 
cloisters  constructed  for  their  recreation,  were  all  di- 
lapidated and  ruinous ;  and  some  of  the  building  ma- 
terials had  apparently  been  put  into  requisition  by 
persons  in  the  village  and  in  the  vidnitv,  who,  for- 
merly vassals  of  the  Monastery,  had  not  hesitated  to 
appropriate  to  themselves  a  part  of  the  spoils.  Ro- 
land saw  fragments  of  (Sothic  pillars  richly  carved, 
occupying  the  place  of  door-posts  to  the  meanest  huts : 
and  here  and  there  a  mutilated  statue,  inverted  or  laid 
on  its  side,  made  the  door-post,  or  threshold,  of  a 
wretched  cow-house.  The  church  itself  was  less 
injured  than  the  other  buildings  of  the  Monastery. 
But  the  images  which  had  been  placed  in  the  numer- 
ous niches  of  its  columns  and  buttresses,  having  all 
fallen  under  the  charge  of  idolatry,  to  which  the  su- 
perstitious devotion  of  the  papists  had  iustly  exposed 
them,  had  been  broken  and  thrown  down,  without 
much  regard  to  the  preservation  of  the  rich  and  airy 
canopies  and  pedestals  on  which  they  were  placed ; 
nor.  if  the  devastation  had  stopped  short  at  this  point, 
could  we  have  considered  the  preservation  of  these 
monuments  of  antiquitv  as  an  object  to  be  put  in  the 
balance  with  the  introduction  or  the  reformed  wor- 
ship. 

Our  pilgrims  saw  the  demolition  of  these  sacred  and 
venerable  r^resentations  of  saints  and  angels— for 
as  sacred  ana  venerable  they  had  been  taught  to  con- 
sider them— with  very  differsnt  feelings.  The  anti- 
quary may  be  permitted  to  regret  the  necessity  of  the 
action,  but  to  Magdalen  Graeme  it  seemed  a  deed  of 
impiety,  deserving  the  instant  vengeance  of  heaven— 
a  sentunent  in  wnich  her  relative  Joined  for  the  mo- 
ment as  cordially  as  heraelf.  Neither,  however,  gave 
vent  to  their  feelings  in  words,  and  uplifted  hands  and 
eyes  formed  th^  only  mode  of  expressing  them.  The 
page  was  about  to  approach  the  great  eastern  gate  of 
the  church,  but  was  prevented  by  his  guide.       That 

gate,"  she  said,  "  has  long  been  blockaded,  that  the 
eretical  rabble  may  not  know  there  still  exist  among 
the  brethren  of  Saint  Mary^s,  men  who  dare  worship 
where  their  predecessors  prayed  while  alive,  and  were 
interred  when  dead— follow  me  this  way,  my  son." 

Roland  Graeme  followed  accordingly ;  and  Magda- 
len, castins  a  hasty  glance  to  see  whether  they  were 
observed,  (for  she  bad  learned  caution  from  the  dan- 
ger of  the  times,)  commanded  her  grandson  to  knock 
at  a  little  wicket  which  she  pointed  out  to  him.  *'  But 
knock  gently,"  she  added,  with  a  motion  expressive 
of  cauUon.  After  a  little  space,  during  which  no  an- 
swer was  returned,  she  signed  to  Roland  to  repeat  his 
summons  for  admission :  and  the  door  at  length  par- 
tially opening,  discovered  a  glimpse  of  the  tain  and 
timid  porter,  by  whom  the  duty  was  performed,  skulk- 
ing from  the  oDservation  of  those  who  stood  without ; 
but  endeavouring  at  the  same  time  to  gain  a  sight  of 
them  without  being  himself  seen.  How  different  fit>m 
the  proud  consciousness  of  dignity  with  which  the 
pprter  of  ancient  days  offend  his  important  brow  and 
his  goodly  person  to  the  pilgrims  who  repaired  to 
Kennaquhair!  His  solemn  " /n/ro/e,  meijwii,"  was 
exchanged  for  a  tremulous  "  You  cannot  enter  now 
—the  brethren  are  in  their  chambers."  But  when 
Magdalen  Greme  asked,  in  an  under  tone  or  voice. 


**Hast  thou  forgotten  me,  my  brother?*'  he  changed 
his  apok)getic  refrisa)  to  "E^tor,  my  honoured  sister, 
enter  q>eedily,  for  evil  eyes  are  upon  us.*' 

They  entered  accorfingly,  and  having  waited  until 
the  porter  had,  with  jealous  haste,  barred  and  bolted 
the  wicket,  were  conducted  by  him  throt»h  sevcfsl 
dark  and  winding  passages.  As  they  walked  sIowIt 
on,  he  spoke  to  the  matron  in  a  subdu/ed  voice,  as  if 
he  feared  to  trust  the  very  walls  wiih  the  avowal 
which  he  communicated. 

"Our  Fathers  are  assembled  in  the  Chapter-house, 
worthy  mster— ves,  in  the  Chaoter-house— fi>r  the 
election  of  An  Aobot.— Ah,  Benedidte !  there  must  be 
no  ringing  of  bells— no  high  mass— no  opening  of  the 
great  gates  now,  that  the  people  might  see  and  vene- 
rate their  spiritual  Father!  Our  Fathers  must  hide 
themselves  rather  hke  robbers  who  choose  a  leader, 
than  godly  priests  who  elect  a  mitred  Abbot." 

"  Regard  not  that,  my  brother,"  answered  Magdaleo 
Grsmc ;  "  the  first  successors  of  Saint  Peter  himself 
were  elected,  not  in  sunshine,  but  in  tempests — not  in 
the  halls  of  the  Vatican,  but  in  the  subterranean  v«ilit 
and  dungeons  of  heathen  Rome— they  were  not  grata- 
lated  with  shouts  and  salvos  of  cannon-shot  and  of 
musketry,  and  the  display  i)f  artificial  fire — no,  mv 
brother— but  by  the  hoarse  summons  of  Licton  ana 
Praetors,  who  came  to  drag  the  Fathers  of  the  Church 
to  martyrdom.  From  such  adversity  was  the  Church 
once  raised,  and  by  such  will  it  now  be  purified.— And 
mark  me,  brother !  not  in  the  proudest  days  of  the 
mitred  Abbey,  was  a  Superior  ever  chosen,  whom  his 
office  shall  so  much  honour,  as  fu  shall  be  honoured, 
who  now  lakes  it  upon  him  in  these  days  of  tribula- 
tion.   On  whom,  my  brother,  wUl  the  choice  fall  7" 

"  On  whom  can  it  fall— or,  alas !  who  would  dare 
to  ,replv  to  the  call,  save  the  worthy  pupil  of  the 
Sainted  Eustatius— the  good  and  valiant  Father  Am- 
brose?" 

''  I  know  it,"  sakl  Magdalen ;  "  my  heart  told  mc, 
long  ere  your  lips  had  uttered  his  name.  Stand  forth, 
courageous  champion,  and  man  the  fatal  breach  !— 
Rise,  bold  and  experienced  pilot,  and  seize  the  helm 
while  the  tempest  rages !— Turn  back  the  battl&  brave 
raiser  of  the  fallen  standard !— Wieki  crook  ana  sling; 
noble  shepherd  of  a  scattered  fiock." 

"'  I  pray  you.  hush,  my  sister !"  said  the  porter,  open- 
ing a  door  which  led  into  the  great  church,  the 
brethren  will  be  presently  here  to  celebrate  their  elec- 
tion with  a  solemn  mass — I  must  marshal  them  the 
way  to  the  high  altar— all  the  offices  of  this  venerable 
house  have  now  devolved  on  one  poor  decrepit  oU 
man." 

He  left  the  church,  and  Magdalen  and  Roland  re- 
mained alone  in  that  great  vaulted  space,  whose  style 
of  rich,  yet  chaste  architecture,  referred  its  origin  to 
the  early  part  of  the  fourteenth  century,  the  best  period 
of  Gothic  building.  But  the  niches  were  stripped  of 
their  images  in  the  inside  as  well  as  the  outside  of  the 
church;  and  in  the  pell-mell  havoc,  the  tombs  of  war- 
riors and  of  princes  had  been  included  in  the  demoli- 
tion of  the  idolatrous  shrines.  Lances  and  swords  of 
antique  siz&  which  had  hung  over  the  tombs  of  mighty 
warriors  oi  former  days,  lay  now  strewed  amonz 
relics,  with  which  the  devotion  of  pilgrims  had  gracea 
those  of  their  peculiar  saints ;  and  the  fragments  of  the 
knights  and  dames  which  had  once  Iain  recumbent, 
or  kneeled  in  an  attitude  of  devotion,  where  their 
mortal  relics  were  reposed,  were  minj^ed  with  th9se 
of  the  saints  and  angels  of  the  Gothic  chisel,  which 
the  hand  of  violence  had  sent  headlong  frt>ra  their 
stations. 

The  most  fatal  symptom  of  the  whole  appeared  to 
be^  that,  though  this  violence  had  now  b^n  com- 
mitted for  many  months,  the  Fathers  had  lost  so 
totally  all  heart  and  resolution,  that  they  had  not  ad- 
ventured even  upon  clearing  away  the  rubbish,  or 
restoring  the  church  to  some  decent  degree  of  orda. 
This  might  have  been  done  without  much  labour. 
But  terror  had  overpowered  the  scanty  remaioi  of  a 
bod^  once  so  poweiful,  and,  sensible  they  were  only 
suffered  to  remain  in  this  ancient  seat  by  connivance 
and  from  compassion,  thev  did  not  venture  upon  tak- 
ing any  step  whidi  might  oe  construed  into  an  assv* 
tion  of  their  ancient  rights,  contenting  themidves 
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lumc^  nmile  big  eppioacti  to  ihe  gicai  dooi  of  lbs 
Chutch  of  St-  MBr>'s,  occouired  ia  mcb  a  mutaa 
BE  lo  roiin  B  cBncature,  oi  piaclicsl  parody,  on  tbe 
coBiume  and  nitendanuof  ilie  real  Superior,  wImdi 
hs  catne  lo  b«an!  on  ifae  very  day  of  hii  iDBIalluion, 
in  the  preftence  of  his  clergy,  aud  m  Tho  di&iiceJ  of 
h«  church.  The  moek  dieniiary  waa  a  Btoul-rnkde 
under-eiled  fellon,  wbose  [faick  squab  form  had  boik 

i^tullbd.  He  wore  o  miire  of  leather,  with  iho  Ironl 
hke  a  grenadtci^s  cmp,  adorned  wich  mock  embrot- 
dery.  oad  trinkeiB  of  lin.  Tbia  autmountcd  a  vint^ 
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work.  On  ont  ihouldcr  was  filed  tbe  painicd  ligiiw 
of  aa  owl ;  and  he  bure  io  the  ngbl  hand  his  pai- 
toral  stafT,  and  in  the  leTi  a  BtnaiT  mirror  baung  a 
H  harkdte  lo  it,  ihua  rescmhlinB  a  celebralad  jolcr, 
whoae  adventurA  tiansleled  into  English,  were  whi- 
lom eiiremelypopulai,  and  which  ma)  Btill  be  procured 
in  black  lexer,  fur  aboui  one  sterling  pound  per  leaf 
The  allendanla  of  this  mock  digniiaiy  had  iheir 

ikropc-r  dresBea  and  equipage,  bearing  ihe  aamc  bur- 
esque  resemblance  to  lh«  otficora  of  the  Conveol 
wbich  iheir  leader  did  to  the  Suprrior.  llier  fol- 
lowed tbvir  leader  in  reoular  procession,  and  the  ntot- 
ley  chorBclers,  which  Tind  wailed  his  arrival,  now 
crowded  into  the  church  in  hiB  train,  shouting  Bslhey 
came,— "A  hall,  a  balll  for  tho  venerable  Father 
Howl«laa,  iho  learned  Monk  of  Misrule,  and  lb* 
Riffh)  Reverend  Abbot  of  Unreason !" 

nd  reuened 

BSgl^  and 
Tbe  draiton 
■a  BeiaMd, 
ed  aad  (to- 
ll was,  in'fine,  a  Bceneofridiculous  confusion,  thai 
desfcnod  ihe  ear,  made  (he  eyes  giddy,  and  rnusl  hsTe 
alioacther  stunned    any  ifldifl&eni  spcciBior ;    the 
monka,  whom  personal  apprehension  and  a  cwn- 
sciousneaathal  much  of  the  popular  enjoymeni  arose 
from  (he  ridicule  bemg  directed  against  them,  vrrtt, 
moreover,  lililo  comlorled  by   the  refleclion,  ihal, 
bold  in  their  disgmsa  the  mummers  who  whooped 
and  capered  around  them,  mighl,  on  slight  provoca- 
tion, lum  their  jesi  into  earaesL  or  al  lesat  proceed  lo 
those  practical  pleasantrieft  which  bi  bU  iinies  uriaa 
so  naturally  out  of  die  frolicsome  and  mischievoua 
disposiiion  of  the  populace.    They  looked   to  their 
Abbol  amid  the  tumult,  with  such  looks  aa  landsmen 
cssi  upon  ihe  pilot,  when  the  stonn  is  ai  tbe  bigheat 
—looks  which  express  lhal  iheir  are  devcud  of  all 
hope  arising  from  their  own  exe^lion(^  and  noi  vray 
confident  in  any  eucceea  likely  to  aliend  those  of 
iheir  Palinurus, 
The  Abbot  himself  seemed  at, a  stand;  heftti  D 
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suppress.  He  made  a  Best ure  with  his  hand  na  if  com- 

1: :■ — ^  which  was  al  first  only  replied  to  bj 

andRtalsofwild  lauchier.    When, 

— , .0  nioiion,  and  ns  neBrly  in  the  tame 

iimiiiier,  bad  been  made  by  Howleglaa,  it  was  imnie- 
diaiely  obeyttl  by  his  riolous  companions,  who  «- 
pcctii]  fresh  food  for  mirth  in  the  conversation  belwutl 
ihe  reol  and  mock  Abbot,  having  na  amalt  confidcDce 

cordingly,  Ihey  b™n  to  shout,  "To  ii,  fatbm— » 
U  ■'■—Tpiphi  niotik,  fight  madcap— Abbot  BgatnM 
Abbot  IB  fair  play,  and  so  is  reaso. 
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two  learned  Fathers  of  the  Church  lx>ld  eommunion 
together,  but  you  must  come  here  with  your  bear-gar- 
den whoop  and  halloo,  as  if  you  were  hounding  forth  a 
mastiff  upon  a  mad  bull  ?  I  say,  silence !  and  let  this 
learned  Father  and  I  confer,  touching  matters  affect- 
ing our  mutual  state  and  authority.'' 

^  My  children"— said  Father  Ambrose. 

"  Jny  children  too, — and  happy  children  they  are  r* 
said  his  burlesque  counterpart:  "many  a  wise  child 
knows  not  its  own  father,  and  it  is  well  they  have 
two  to  choose  betwixt." 

"  If  thou  hast  aught  in  thee,  save  scoffing  and  rib- 
aldry," said  the  real  Abbot,  "permit  me,  for  thine 
own  soul's  sake,  to  speak  a  few  words  to  these  mis- 
guided men." 

"Aught  in  me  but  scoffing,  say'st  thou?"  retorted 
the  Abbot  of  Unreason;  "why,  reverend  brother,  I 
have  all  that  becomes  mme  office  at  this  time  a-day— 
I  have  beefi  al&  and  brandy-win&  with  other  condi- 
ments not  worth  mentioning ;  and  for  speaking,  man 
— why,  speak  away,  and  we  will  have  turn  about,  like 
honest  fellows." 

During  this  discussion  the  wrath  of  Magdalen 
Graeme  had  risen  to  the  uttermost ;  she  approached 
the  Abbot,  and  placing  herself  by  his  side,  said  in  a 
low  and  yet  distinct  tone — "  Wake  and  arouse  thee, 
Father— the  sword  of  Saint  Peter  is  in  thy  hand- 
strike  and  avenge  Saint  Peter's  patrimony!  Bind 
them  in  the  chains,  which,  being  riveted  by  the 
church  on  earth,  are  riveted  in  Heaven" 

"  Peace,  sister !"  said  the  Abbot ; "  let  not  their  mad- 
ness destroy  our  discretion — I  pray  thee,  )>^ace,  and 
let  me  do  mine  office.  It  is  the  first,  perad venture  it 
may  be  the  last  time,  I  shall  be  called  on  to  dis- 
charge it." 

'*  Nay,  my  holy  brother !"  said  Howlcglas,  "  I  rede 
you,  take  the  holy  sister's  advice — never  throve  con- 
vent without  woman's  counsel." 

"  Peace,  vain  man  I"  said  the  Abbot ;  "  and  you,  my 
brethren" 

"Nay,  nay!"  said  the  Abbot  of  Unreason,  "no 
qpNeaking  to  the  lay  people,  until  you  have  conferred 
with  your  brother  of^the  cowl.  I  swear  by  bell,  book, 
and  candle,  that  not  one  of  my  congregation  shall 
listen  to  one  word  you  have  to  say :  so  you  had  as 
well  address  yourself  to  me  who  will.'' 

To  escape  a  conference  so  ludicrous,  the  Abbot 
again  attempted  to  appeaf  to  what  respectful  feelings 
might  yet  remain  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  theHel- 
idome,  once  so  devoted  to  their  spiritual  Superiors. 
Alas!  the  Abbot  of  Unreason  had  only  to  flourish  his 
mock  crosier,  and  the  whooping,  the  hallooing,  and 
the  dancing,  were  renewed  with  a  vehemence  which 
would  have  defied  the  lunss  of  Stentor. 

"  And  now,  my  mates,'^said  the  Abbot  of  Unrea- 
son, "once  c^ain  dight  your  gabs  and  be  hushed — 
let  us  see  if  the  Cock  of  Kennaquhair  will  fight  or  flee 
thcpit." 

There  was  again  a  dead  silence  of  eicpectatipn,  of 
which  Father  Ambrose  availed  himself  to  address 
his  antagonist,  seeing  plainly  that  he  could  gam  an 
audience  on  no  other  terms.  "Wretched  manT 
said  he,  "hast  thou  no  better  employment  for  thy 
carnal  wit,  than  to  employ  it  in  leading  these  band 
and  helpless  creatures  into  the  pit  of  utter  darkness? 

"Truly,  my  brother,"  replied Howleglas,  "lean  see 
little  difference  betwixt  your  employment  and  mine, 
save  that  you  make  a  sermon  of  a  jest,  and  I  make  a 
jest  of  a  sermon."  ,     , 

"Unhappy  being,"  said  the  Abbot,  "who  has  no 
better  subject  of  pleaaantiry  than  that  which  should 
make  thee  tremble— no  sounder  jest  than  thine  own 
sms,  and  no  better  objecu  for  laughter  than  those  who 
can  absolve  thee  from  the  guilt  of  them  I" 

"  Verily,  my  reverend  brother,"  said  the  mock  Ab- 
bot, "what you  say  might  be  uue,  i^  in  laughing  at 
hypocrites,  I  meant  to  laugh  at  religion.— O,  it  is  a 
precious  thing  to  wear  a  long  dress,  with  a  girdle  arid 
a  cowl— we  become  a  holy  oiUar  of  Mother  Church, 
and  a  boy  must  not  play  at  oall  aginnst  the  walls  for 
fear  of  breaking  a  painted  window  I" 

"  And  will  you,, my  friends,"  said  the  Abbot,  looking 
round  and  sp^kmg  with  a  vehemence  whkh  secured 
him  a  tranquil  audience  for  some  time,—*  will  you 


wffer  a  i>rofane  buSbon,  within  the  ven  cbunOi  of 
Gkxi,  to  mault  his  romisters  ?  Many  of  you— all  of 
you,  perhaps— have  lived  under  my  hdly  predecessors, 
who  were  called  upon  to  rule  in  this  church  where  I 
am  called  upon  to  suffer.  If  you  have  worldly  gpodiB^ 
they  are  their  gift ;  and,  when  you  scorned  not  to 
accept  better  gilts— the  mercy  and  forgiveness  of  tJM 
Church— were  they  not  ever  at  your  command  ?— did 
we  not  pray  while  you  were  jovial— wake  while  you 
slept  ?" 

•*  Some  of  the  good  wives  of  the  Halidoroe  W6i» 
wont  to  say  so^"  aaid  the  Abbot  of  Unreason ;  but  his 
jest  met  in  this  instance  but  slight  applause,  and 
Father  Ambrose,  having  gained  a  moment's  atten- 
tion, hastened  tounprove  it. 

"  What !"  said  he  j  "  and  is  this  grateful— is  it  seemly 
—IS  It  honest— to  tfssail  with  scorn  a  few  old  men, 
from  whose  predecessors  you  hold  all,  and  whose 
only  wish  is  to  die  in  peace  among  these  fragmenu of 
what  was  once  the  light  of  the  land,  and  whose  daily 
prayer  is.  that  they  may  be  removed  ere  that  hour 
comes  when  the  last  spark  shall  be  extinguished,  and 
the  land  left  in  the  darkness  which  it  nas  chosen 
rather  than  light?  ,  We  have  not  turned  against  you 
the  edge  of  the  spiritual  sword,  to  revenge  our  tempo- 
ral persecution  ;  the  tempest  of  your  wrath  hath  de- 
spoiled us  of  land,  and  deprived  us  almost  of  our  daily 
food,  but  we  have  not  repaid  it  with  the  thunders  of 
exconrimunication, — we  only  pray  your  leave  to  live 
and  die  within  the  church  wnicfa  is  our  own,  invoking 
God,  Our  Lady,  and  the  Holy  Saints,  to  pardon  your 
sins,  and  our  own,  undisturbed  by  scurrii  buffoonery 
and  blasphemy." 

This  speech,  so  different  in  tone  and  termination 
from  that  which  the  crowd  had  expected,  (»t>duoed  an 
effect  upon  their  feelings  unfavourable  to  the  proseou- 
u'on  of  their  frolic  The  morrice-dancers  stood  still— 
the  hobby-horse  surceased  his  capering— pipe  and 
tabor  were  mute,  and  "  silence,  like  a  heavy  cloud," 
seemed  to  descend  on  the  late  noisy  rabble.  Several 
of  the  beasts  were  obviously  moved  to  compunction; 
the  bear  could  not  restrain  his  sobs,  and  a  hiure  fox 
was  observed  to  W4>e  his  eyes  with  his  tail.  But  in 
especial  the  dragon,  lately  so  formidablr  rampant, 
now  relaxed  the  terror  of  his  clawe^  uncoued  his  tre- 
mendous rings,  and  grumbled  out  of  his  fiery  throat 
in  a  repentant  toneu  By  the  mass,  I  thought  no  harm 
in  exercising  our  old  pastime,  bnt  an  I  bad  thought 
the  good  Father  would  have  taken  it  so  to  heart,  I 
would  as  soon  have  played  your  devil  as  your  dragon." 

In  this  momentary  pause,  the  Abbot  stood  amongst 
the  miscellaneous  aiia  grotesque  forms  by  which  no 
was  surrounded,  triumphant  as  Saint  Anthony,  in 
Callot's  Temptations ;  out  Howleglas  would  not  so 
resign  his  purpose. 

"And  how  now,  my  masters !"  sakl  he;  "is  this 
fair  play  or  no  ?  Have  you  not  chosen  me  Abbot  of 
Unreason,  and  is  it  lawful  for  any  of  you  to  listen  to 
common  sense  to-day  7  Was  I  not  formally  elected 
by  you  in  solemn  chapter,  held  in  Luckie  Martin's 
change-house,  and  will  you  now  desert  me,  and  give 
up  your  old  pastime  and  privilege? — ^Play  out  the 
play— and  he  that  speaks  the  next  word  of  sease  or 
reason,  or  bids  us  think  or  consider,  or  the  like  of 
that,  which  befits  not  the  day,  I  will  have  him  so- 
lemnly ducked  in  the  mill-dam !" 

The  rabble,  mutable  as  usual,  huzzaed,  the  pipe  and 
tabor  struck  up,  the  hobby-horse  pranced,  the  oeasts 
roared,  and  even  the  repentant  dragon  began  again 
to  coil  up  his  spires  and  prepare  himself  for  n-esh  gam- 
bols. But  the  Abbot  might  have  still  overcome,  by 
his  eloquence  and  his  entreaties,  the  malicbus  designs 
of  the  revellers,  had  not  Dame  Magdalen  Gr«me 
given  loose  to  the  indignation  which  she  had  long 
suppressed. 

''ScofTers,"  she  said,  "and  men  of  BeUal— Blas- 
phemous heretics^  and  truculent  tyrants"— 

"  Your  paiienoe.  my  sister,  I  entreat  and  I  com- 
mand you  I"  sakl  the  Abbot;  "let  me  do  my  duty- 
disturb  me  not  in  mine  office  I" 

But  Dame  Magdalen  continued  to  thander  ibrth 
her  threats  in  the  name  of  Popes  and  CouiMsilflk  tad 
in  the  name  of  ev«y  Saint,  from  Saint  Michael 
downward. 


[Ciur.  XV. 

Niehdu  hinucU  hid  |dar«d  the  dngon  in  the  daja 
of  ihe  Abbol  IitEclmii. 
"  '""" low  reap  die  fruit  of  (he  «ed  which 


hBTO  ao  unBdvisedly  lown,"  said  Ambrantu 
wiial  viaaSei  thai  ihe  deKeodanl 


"they  tauf^I  men  lo  Diake  a  mock  of  what  ia  ht^y, 
what  woDdei  thai  the  deatviidanlB  of  scoflera  becoma 
obban  and  plundereral    Bui  be  it  aa  you  liai,  inr 


irethrcn- 

'.  command  yoi 
youi  and  by  yoi 

'bal  ore  your  iaienlioiiB  towarda'that  yi 

Qu  detain  priaoner? — Wot  ye,'^  he  coDtinucd,  ad- 
ressiiig  HawlcglaBB  in  a  stem  tone  of  voice,  that 
e  beaia  the  IJTery  of  the  bouae  of  AvenelT    They 

..'bolear  not  the  anfletof  HeaTCn,  mayai  ]«*>[  dread 

lbs  wraih  of  man." 
"Cumber  not  yoiveelf  conRCtnine  him."  anncerad 

Howlfflaea,  "  we  know  ri^i  well  who  and  what 

"Let  me  pray,"  said  the  Abbo^  in  a  lone  of  eo- 
ity,  "  thai  you  do  him  no  wrong  for  the  ra«h  deed 
ich  be  altetnpled  in  tits  imprudent  n>s1." 

"I  BBj,  tTOubie  not  ya\ir«clf  al 

i^ill  not  undertake  to  Mve  yon- 


Bay,  trouble  not  ya\i 
d  RovlealBh  ",bui 


leglah  "  but  move  ofT  w 

laTe,  or  Twill  not  under    ' 

i  from  llie  ducklntt-ei ^  ^.  .,„ 

bearing  of  maiice,  my  etumach  has  no  room  foriti  it 
-I,"  he  added,  clsppmg  bia  hand  on  bia  porilr  belly, 
'  loo  well  bumbasled  oui  with  straw  and  buckram — 

Eamercy  to  them  both— they  kepi  out  that  madcan'e 
Kgei  aa  well  >B  a  Milan  corslet  could  have  done." 
In  fact,  the  home-driven  poniatd  of  Roland  Grvmn 
lad  lighted  upon  Ihe  stuffing  of  Ibe  fictitious  paunch,  ' 
vhich  the  Abbot  of  UnnsaoD  wDie  as  a  part  of  h>a 
iharacteristic  dress,  and  tt  was  only  the  force  of  the 
ilow  which  hid  prostraicd  thai  reverend  peiaoa  on 
he  ground  for  o  moment. 

Satiafied  in  some  deftree  by  this  man's  aenmncca, 
and  coinpelled  to  give  way  to  aupeiior  forc&  the  Abbot 
Ambroains  retired  ftom  the  Church  at  the  head  of  the 
1_   ..  1  ..,. f^^  f^  ii^  revellera  to 


had  aliecled  some  of  them  with  n- 

morae,  others  with  ahame,  and  all  with  a  iransietil 
degree  of  respect.  They  remained  eileni  until  the  laM 

»,^.,i.  u_j  j,„ .,1^  through  the  aide-door  which 

ellina-place.  and  even 
on  the  part  ofHowIe- 
obby^hotK,  and  eonM 
once  more  the  rebuked 


f  snuilK  and  puiM  lory  1 
ve  made  all  pq>liL  loiw 
ind  harp,  strike  u[i,  fi^ 
1  merry  lo-day,  and  let 
and  wolf,  look  to  yanr 
^  dracon,   and  halloot 

lent  in  playing  mum- 
it  tended  with  the  efiecl 
hurch  with  biimt  wool 

'hnted  a  natody  on  the 

jbol  ofiiciaiing  a  I  Ota 

1  indecent  parodies,  to 

... ,  ihey  violated  whalevar 

s  belongma  to  the  Abbey  tt" 

■  — in  i  and,  p' — ' '- 


mot  the  moment  couid~>uggcat 


laa^i^  deeds 


1  oemoiiDon,  punea  sown  ana  avnroyea  some  carrsd 
vood- work,  dashed  out  Ihe  painted  windows  which 
■lad  eacaped  fbrmer  violence,  and  in  iheir  rigoroal 
■earch  alter  sculpture,  dedicaled  to  idolatry,  be^gn  M 

the  tombs,  and  arourid  the  romicea  of  the  inllarr. 


■.  XV.l 
cSief,  i 


"nu  gpini  atianohtiop,  hks  other  UBUa,  iac 
-  —• lolgwico;  from  IhsM  lighMr  atwmpis  ai 


la  mediuito  dcelnirtion  on  ■  mofe  exteanie  snb— 
"L.el  ua  hesre  il  down  allogeiher,  ths  old  craw'i 
neot,"  became  a  general  cry  amonR  them,  "it  hii 
•erved  the  Pope  and  hia  rooka  too  Inng:"  and  op  tboy 
struck  0  ballad  which  was  then  popular  among  ibt 


Hint  hmj  uui.  ujm-fa-tra. 

Thundering  out  ihis  chonia  of  a  naubte  hunliiw 
aoDg,  ffhtch  had  been  pressed  into  the  service  oi 
Home  polemical  poet,  the  Ibllaweni  of  the  Abbot  of 
Uiueaaon  were  tuniitiB  every  moment  mora  tumul- 
tuous, and  KBiIinR  beyatul  the  managaaunl  even  of 
that  reverend  prelate  himself,  when  a  knight  in  full 
armour,  followed  by  two  or  three  men-ai-artna,  en- 
tered the  church,  and  in  a  stem  voice  commanded 
Jhem  to  forbear  their  notous  mummeiy. 

cocniXBDce  of  the  holy-bianch  ■ufficienily  diatin- 
BUlriked  Sir  Haiberl  Glendinning,  who,  on  bis  hoin&- 
ward  tpati,  wai  poaslng  through  the  villa^  of  Ken- 
naquhair )  and  moved,  perhaps,  by  anxiety  lot  his 
brother's  eafci)'.  had  come  dJtcclly  to  the  church  on 
heanns  of  the  uproar. 

"  What  is  the  meaning  of  this,"  he  said.  "  my  mae- 
tetal  are  yeChnsiian  men,  and  the  king's  subjectB. 
and  yet  naate  and  destroy  church  and  chancal  like  ao 

Alfetood  oleni,  ihaugti  doubllesB  there  were  aeveral 
disan>ointcd  and  BtiipriHed  at  receiving  chuling  in- 

'Hie  drsgoD,  indeeil.  did  al  length  take  upon  him 
la  be  spokeeman,  and  prowled  from  [he  deplh  of  his 
painted  maw,  thai  they  did  but  sweep  Popciy  out  of 
ihe  church  with  the  besom  of  dcslniclion. 

'■  What  I  my  fdsads,"  replied  Sir  Halberl  Olendin- 

H^more  of  Po^rt  in  irthTn™Sfo''thesc"Vtare' w^alkl 
Take  the  leprosy  qui  of  your  flcsli,  before  you  apeak 
of  purifying  atone  wolls — abate  your  insolent  Ucensb 
which  leads  but  lo  idle  vanity  and  sinful  eicese  i  and 

fane  and  unseemly  sports  introduced  by  the  prioafs  of 

"Marry  come  up— are  you  there  with  your  bears  1" 
mutierea  the  dra^n,  with  a  draconic  sullenueaa, 
which  was  in  uooa  keeping  with  his  character.  "  we 
bad  as  tiood  have  been  Romans  still,  if  we  are  la 
have  na  freedom  in  our  poslimea  I" 

""  '    J  reply  W  me  so?"  jwid  Sir  Halbari 


Glendinning;  "oris  there 

—  -■--  -lounu  there  like  a  i 

ly  psinied  caae,  or.  by  my  k 
u  like  the  beast  and  replili 


end  there  like  a  8!^"'''^, ''_"!! JL''_™''7^! 
mraeir' 


of  my  psinied  caae,  or^Fy  my  knighthood,  I  will 


_. ...d  reptile  T'  retorted  the  offendod  dragon. 

alSm  man  a/lh'yeclf!^  '       °     '"''"    """* 

TlieKniiriit  mSile  no  answer  m  wotda,  but  bestowed 


Imm  Mved  ibe  cndii  ol  my  hounhotd,  by  dreBung 
him  up  aa  r  jackanipe*— bnns  btm  hitner.  feUowe  I 

Jkakm  Woodcock  wns  luo  Konesi  and  dowDriebt. 
lo  pcrmil  hlome  lo  hgl"  "pon  the  youih,  when  it  v^ 
iBideservod.    "I  sweiii"  ha  said,  "by  Saml  Mnr 

of  Bui  lions' *• 

"Aiid  what  !ii8[  ihau  to  do  with  Smni  Hanin  7 
"Nny,  little  enou^  air,  unlsaB  when  hesendasudi 
fly  a  hawk— but  1  i 


worehipTul  kiiighlhaod,  ibal 


Nay,  if  your  knighihoi 
IdAtfam,  "l«nKoldm 


utiheboyei 


■arlel,  hi 

Ehihoodnllr 
Dldmylom 

^ihilhetbyniy  bidding,  for  al 

"  Bui  lo  Braiify  his  own  malapert  pleasure,  I  wo 
ninl  me."  aaid  Sir  Halberi  OlendinDintt-''  Con 
hither,  youtifj  »prinnaU,  and  lell  me  whether  you  ha' 
your  raalresa'a  license  to  be  bo  far  absent  trmn  ll 
CBsile.  W  to  dishonour  my  h  reiy  by  mingiing  in  sm 
aMay-gamer  _  ^,..j:._;_„„ i   Hg|„ 


II  in^  i^Mutator  o] 
aao 

m  1"  m:d 


Mingr 

lainly.L.  _ 

favoutcd  Ihee, 
lisoblige  her,  an 

n  Woodcock,  ar 


office,  hia  blood  is 


•^Wdl,"  eaid  Sir  Hstberl,  "  h 
hna  acted  haatily,  for  ihia  wai 
offence  to  discard  ihc  lad  whoi 
for  yean}  but  he^  I  doubt  not,  made  it  wi 
pratuiE— II  jumps  well  with  a  pumoM, 
which  I  had  in  my  mind.  Diaw  olF  Ihi 
Woodcock,— and  you,  Ralsnd  Gi 

The  page  follow. 


my  lady_ 


ID  the  I 


htnise,  where,  steppinginio  (he  1 
he  found  open,  he  commanded  one  ot  nis  aiteniianis 
tolethis  brother.  Master  Edward  OlendinninR,  know 
Ihalhedeaucd  lospenk  with  him.  The  men-at-armg 
went  gladly  off  to  join  ihcir  comrade,  Adam  Wood- 
cock, and  llie  jolly  crew  whom  he  ha^  assembled  oi 
Dame  Marliii's,  the  hoatler's  wife,  and  the  page  and 
klligbl  were  left  alone  in  the  apartment.  Sir  Halheri 
fHendioning  paced  the  floor  far  a  moment  in  ailence, 
and  ihen  ihua  addrcaecd  his  attendant- 

"Tbgu  mayet  liovr  renin  tked,  eiripling,  (hat  1  have 
bataaldom  dialinguished  ihec  by  much  notice;- 1  see 
Iby  colour  rises,  but  do  not  speah  till  ihou  heBresi  me 
out.  I  My,  I  hnve  tievir  much  '-  -  --  '  ■-  ■  -' 
not  because  I  did  not  nee  thai  in 
well  have  praised,  but  because 
blameablo,  which  euch  praises 
worse.  Thy  miBiresa.dealuigac 
sure  in  her  own  household,  as  no 
ed  thee  from 


?»■ 


diatinclion,  it  were  mjusticc  not  to  ssy  mat  ttuHi  baAt 

Emfiled  both  in  ihy'cxerciseB  and  m  ihy  breodirtg,  and 
sat  shown  many  sparitiea  of  a  gi^nde  and  mably 
Sirit.  Moreover,  it  were  ungcnenMis,  havuig  bred 
ee  up  freakifih  and  Serv,  to  dismiss  ihee  to  want  or 
wanderinAfbrshowing  thai  very  peeviehnessand  im- 
patience oTdisripline  which  arose  from  thy  luu  deh- 
catenuriiirc.  Therefore,  nnd  for  the  girdit  gf  my  oun 
household.  I  am  determined  to  retain  thee  in  mj  train, 
until  1  can  honourably  dispose  of  Ihee  elscwheie,  viih 
a  fair  ptnspeci  of  tJiy  ftoing  ihtough  ihe  woild  »hh 
credit  ip  the  house  that  brOughi  ihee  up." 

If  there  was  something  in  Sir  Halbert  Glendia- 
niiiR's  speech  which  flattered  Roland's  pride,  (here 
WHS  also  much  that,  aanaimg  to  bis  mode  of  think- 
ing, was  an  alloy  lo  the  coniphment.    And  yei  his 

with  gtalEfuI  defersnce,  the  ofler  which  was  made 
him  by  the  husband  of  his  kind  proteclreasi  and  tm 
pnldenco,  however  slender,  could  not  but  admi:  -he 
the  world  under  very  difleicnt  auspices 


rofS 


Hall 


Ik  he  might  partake  the  wandcntlga,  and  become 

r.'enl  in  the  visionary  achemca,  for  such  they  ap- 

pesred  lo  him,  of  Magdalen,  hia  relative.  Still,  a 
strong  reluctance  to  re-enter  a  service  from  which  be 
hsd  been  dismissed  with  contempt,  almost  coiiDter- 
balanced  these  considerations. 

Sir  Halbert  looked  on  ihe  youth  wiih  suTpiise  and 
resumed— "You  seem  lo  hesitoie.  young  man.— Are 
yeur  own  proapecla  so  invnrn^ihai  you  should  pause 

remind  you  that,  slthough  you  have  ofTeiided  j-oor 
bcnefscireaa,  even  to  the  point  of  her  diainiming  you. 

Bone  unguided  on  your  own  wild  way,  into  a  world  so 
dieUu-bed  as  oura  of  Scotland,  cannot,  in  the  upahol. 
but  give  her  sorrow  and  pain ;  from  which  it  is.  in 
gratilude,  your  duly  lo  preserve  her,  no  less  ibau  ii  i;- 
in  common  wisdom  your  duty  lo  accept  my  otltrcii 
protection,  for  your  own  sake,  where  body  and  soul 
are  alike  endangered,  ahould  you  refuse  il, 

Roland  Orsme  rqilied  in  a  respectful  lone,  but  n; 
the  same  time  with  some  spirit.     I  am  not  uagralc- 

the  Lord  of  Avenel,  and  I  am  glad  to  learn,  for  the 
first  time,  that  I  hove  not  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
uderlj  beneath  his  observation,  as  I  had  tboughi— 
And  It  IB  only  needful  lo  show  me  how  I  can  testi^ 
my  duty  and  my  gratitude  lowatda  my  early  and  con- 
Slant  benefactteas  with  my  life's  hazard,  and  I  will 
gladly  peril  it."    He  slopped, 

'"niese  are  but   woids.  young  man,"  ansHcmt 

Olendinning;  "large  proteBla"- '' "- 

supply  the  place  of  eflectualse 

in  which  the  peril  of  your  life 

Avenel ;  I  can  only  say.  she  v 

you  have  adopted  some  coutiie  wuicn  moy  ensure  \oc 

aafety  of  yOui  person,  and  the  weal  of  j-our  soul— 

What  aila  you,  that  you  accept  not  that  eafely  whea 

itisoflCTedyoul" 

'  My  only  relative  who  is  alive,"  answered  Roland, 
1  least  (he  only  relative  whom  I  have  ever  Been. 
_-  rejoined  me  since  I  was  dtamiased  from  Ihc  Cas- 
tle of  Avenel,  and  I  must  consul!  wilh  her  whether! 


(rra"ih*Cdy  o^ 
pleased  lo  loam 


the  aulhorily  whkb 
le,  may  nol  reqidte 

Sir  Halbert  Glen- 


id  treated      The  ti 


she  show  hciself  in  denying  it 
Roland  left  the  annrtment  i 
mother;  and,  aa  hi 


,   olber  fondly,  yet  meet  rarelj 


ly  toselhi 

alo^IK 


Our.  xr.1 


THE  ABBOT. 


to  aach  othcfi  bdi  in  svMTpunaii,  h*bit,  or  untt- 
maiiu  cDtuMcted  wiih  the  (UkdtiIb  of  (be  limes,  ibo 
fnaod  •ml  eotinsellDr  or  Muiray  stood  ommei  lo  ihe 
RoinaD  Calhobe  pheal  t  nor,  indeed,  could  ther  hive 
held  Terr  much  eocieirhvelber,  wiuioDlgiTiaRcuiMi 
of  oSbocs  and  suepidoa  la  ItKir  coofederate*  on  sti 


:  of  both,  tnd 
[ilWl  Gisi- 


M  ii  bM  ■  duifpanMU  tamentr  to  defy  (he  toe 

•  "  For  (bil,  itiT  brother,  t»  one  can  aniwsr,"  aaid 
the  Abbot,  "until  the  battte  be  fosKbti  and,  were  il 
VTBi  uj™  aay*  methinka  a  brave  man,  ihoaAfa  dea- 
parvtA  of  vicloiy,  woqld  r&ther  deaira  to  fi^t  and  fkU, 
than  to  nam  sword  and  ahiald  on  some  inean  and 
diahonoarabia  oompoailion  with  h>a  inniltin^  aalav- 
ODiat.  But  let  us  IKK,  dear  Halbert,  maki  discord  of 
a  thema  do  which  ws  eannat  agree,  but  radur  staj' 
aad  partake,  thousfa  ■  heretic,  of  mv  admission 
fcaal.  You  need  Dot  bar,  my  brolber,  Ibst  your  ical 
for  resloriDB  the  primitiYe  diieiplins  of  the  cburch 
will,  on  this  occaaon,  be  oflendad  with  lbs  rich  pro- 
fasion  of  a  oonventual  bamiDst.  His  dayaof  ourold 
ftimd  Abbot  Bonilbca  aie  orar ;  and  iba  Superior  of 
Saint  Mary's  baa  neither  Snasta  nor  Sahinos.  wtNida 
nor  pastuns,  nor  eon  fielda  t— neither  nocka  nor 
berdiL  bueka  iM>r  wild-fowl— Kranaiiae  of  wheat,  nor 
stoTBDouaes  of  oil  and  wine,  of  als  and  of  mead. 
The  rrfeeiioner'a  offles  iaendedi  and  SDcfa a  n>e^  as 
a  hermit  in  romance  can  oflw  to  a  wandering  knWit, 
ia  all  wa  have  (o  set  befbra  you.  But  if  you  wilt  afaara 
it  with  DB,  we  eh&ll  eat  it  with  a  cbeerful  heart,  and 
thank  you,  my  brolber,  for  your  timely  protection 
asainsl  Ihsne  rude  aeoffiiia." 

My  deamt  Edward,"  ooid  the  Knight,  "ilsnsvea 
ma  deeply  I  cannot  abide  with  yooi  but  il  would 
aoundiil  ferns  both  were  one  of  the  nfbnnedcon- 
nHatiDn  to  sit  down  at  yotir  admission  Jaast  i  and, 
u  lean  ever  have  the  aaliafiielion  of  aSbrding  you 
•fiectual  protection,  it  will  be  much  owkiR  to  my 
remaining  nnanotienied  of  counienaoctns  or  ajipni  ving 
your  roli^Hua  Hlea  and  ceremonies.  It  will  demand 
whatever  connderatkin  I  can  acquire  tunotiK  my  own 
friends,  to  shdier  the  bold  man,  who,  contrary  to  law 
and  the  edicts  of  parliament,  has  dared  to  lake  up  the 
olBee  of  Abbot  or  SainI  Mary's." 

"Trouble  not  yourself  with  Ilie  laah,  my  brother," 
replied  Father  Ambrosius.  "  1  woohl  lay  down  my 
dBaresI  blood  lo  know  ihiu  yoii  defended  the  church 
tor  the  ehitfth's  oaks  i  but,  while  you  remain  unhap- 
ixly  her  enemy,  I  would  HOI  that  you  eudanxered 
your  own  eaTslv,  or  diminijied  your  own  colnfort^ 
nr  the  sake  of  my  individual  protecuon.— But  who 
comee  hither  lo  diatiub  the  few  minutes  of  fraternal 
communication  which  oar  evil  fate  dUows  ua?" 

Tba  door  of  the  epanmenl  opened  aa  the  Abbot 
spoke,  and  Dame  Magdalen  enierod. 

.'Whoisthie  woman  1"  said  Sir  Halbsrt  Oleodm- 
niiiE^mewhal  sternly,  "and  what  does  shewanll" 
^lat  ytHi  know  me  not."  aaid  the  matron,  "  aig- 
t  own  order,  to  give  — 


CttJe^I  . 


It  that  the  alriipUngt  RoUnd  Gnems,  r 
ir  service  i  and,  having  said  bo,  I  cumb 


Sbs  turned  lo  no  away,  but  was  stopped  by 
•  ~    HaKert  OUod-~-— 
_..  ^._  .  -whoi  ore  TOO' 
lo  make  meanawerT' 


■duuung. 

1 1'.-and  why  do  you 

'I  was,"  ^e  rwiied,  "  while  yet  I  baioaged  to  ll 
in  of  no  vulgar  nsmei  now,  1  amMu 
lilgrimer.  for  the  sake  of  Hdy  Kilfc. 


rdonnedkiiL' 

"  Hia  father,"  nid  the ,      

father  one  who  recorded  nather  onhodojty  norl^i: 
— wttbcT  lbs  templs  of  ihs  eburoh  or  of  antichtial, 
loo— lor  the  «nv  of  the  timss  make  ui 
seamed  lo  conform  lo  your  uiihaUowed  t 
bad  my  diapeoaation  and  my  abaoTulion." 

"  You  S84  brother,"  said  Sir  Halbeit,  with  a  amik 
of  nKuiin*  towards  the  Abbot  "  that  wa  oeouaa  yon 
not  altogslher  without  gronnds,  of  mental  aquiyoca- 

'"My  brother,  you  do  uainjaatic4'*nptiBddia  Abbot) 
"thia  womao,  as  her  bearing  may  of  iiaelf  warrant 
you,  ia  not  in  her  peiftcl  mind.  Thank^  1 1 

oljour  laliludinarisa  detgy," 

I  will  not  dilute  the  point."  ai 
"the  evilaof  tite  tune  are  unhappily  su  uuujoiuui,,  kiiai 
both  cbnrchas  may  divide  thein,  and  have  onow  to 
^wre."  So  saving,  he  leaned  from  the  window  of  th« 
—  rlment.  and  windod  hia  bugule. 

Why  do  you  soand  your  bom,  my  brother  T'  aaid 
.  LL . .    ...__  Ijh^  jpint  but  few  mmutsB  together." 


I  Sir  Halbert; 


r  bom,  m; 
Abbot  I  "wa  have  spent  but  few  mi 
Alaal"  aaid  the  eldet  brother,  " 
hfl. 


the  Abbot  I " 


.    lad 


hasty  eSbrta  on  mine.— Daims,  yoi 
letlinB  your  youna  relative  kiiDW 
Btsntly.  I  uilend  ikM  that  be  sbi 
with  me~it  mwld  lead  to  new  qi 
and  mgr  household  i  at  least,  to 
proud  heart  could  ill  brook,  aiu  m 
kindneaa.  He  ahall,  iharalontBii 
burgh  with  oneof  my  retinue,  who 
to  •ay  what  has  cfaaneed  hefOi— Y 
this  V'  he  added,  Aung  his  eyca  b 
Orome,   who  returned  his  gsie 

I  would rai her,"  she  said,  "that  Ibdand,  a  nrar 
— J  friendleaa  orphan,  wete  the  jeat  of  the  world  at 
large,  than  of  tbe  meniala  at  AvaneL" 

Fear  not,  dsma— he  ahall  b«  scorned  by  neiibar." 
1  the  Knisht. 


Ttit .  ir  cap,  and  qoafflngit 

off,  aa)  s  him,  obaerviM,  Ulo 

wine  •  K  Tunaffs,  and  grant 

**^Ay,"  aaid  the  poor  Uy  brother  "it  CSHM.ontrf 
the tiook  which  trfTBrothat  Nioh^SJmwha aool- 
be  happy  nwtt  wont  to  call  Abbot  Igalram'a  aoc- 
oa  I  atui  jUboi  Ingram  was  bred  It  UN  Convont  of 
Wurnburg,  whichT undsrstaod  to  be  neat  whets  that 


Wurtibuig,  which 


in  ■  etip  of  this  onbodoi  lintuik'         .,,,_. 
'  The  tbia  old  porter  looked  with  ■  niafaful  ^SDce 

toWBTdr-^-   ■"-     "" ' ".-;JLl.n 


THE  ABSOT.  fCur  XVI. 

CHAPTER  XVL 

SSl'r'lS^?S;*"r'biSlf'°*^  ""■ 


K  old  mui  aeiiad,  with  ■  imnbliiie:  hand,  a 

bevenwG  to  which  ha  bad  baen  lonK  unaecoalomad, 
draitied  ihs  cop  with  prolraetal  detigni.  bb  if  dwelling 
on  the  flavour  and  perfiime,  and  set  il  down  with  a 
iDelancbolf  nnile  and  riiake  of  the  bead,  ■■  if  bidding 
adieu  in  inlun  lo  audi  debcioQi  polaiioliB.  T 
broiheri  aipiled.  Bui  when  Sir  Halben  molion 
to  the  Abbot  to  lake  up  hit  cup  and  do  him  lem 
the  Abbot,  in  lum,  shook  hia  head,  and  rallied—  Tl — 
■a  no  day  br  Iba  Abbot  of  St.  Mary*!  lo  eat  the  At 
and  drink  ibe  aweet  In  wnier  from  Our  Lod/a 
well,"  he  added  flUing  a  cup  with  the  hiimd  dairwnl, 
"I  widi  TOO,  my  brother,  sU  hippineas,  and,  abon 
aU,  a  true  eight  of  your  epnilual  errora. 

And  10  yoi^  my  bdored  Edwud,  rviied  Qlea- 
dinninit.  "1  wish  the  fUe  eieieiie  of  ymr  ovn  free 
reaaon  and  the  diechatfte  tfT  more  important  daties 
ihan  are  connected  with  the  idle  name  which  you 

Theb 

confider..  ._  ,._.  .^ . 

the  abKDce  of  one  whom  he  reapecled  eo  much,  and 
With  whom  he  could  ajfree  so  little. 

Soon  afterwards  the  aound  of  iho  Kniohl  of  Ave- 
nel's  trumpets  wns  heard,  and  the  Abbot  went  to  the 


KTound  in  the  direction  of  the  draw^dge.    Aa  he 
gazed.  Maftdaien  Gneme  came  to  hia  aide. 

"  Thou  an  come."  he  said,  "  to  catch  Ihelaiil  ^impae 
of  ihjr  grandson,  my  sister.  Yonder  he  wends,  unilet 
the  chsrgB  of  the  best  knight  in  Scotland,  his  fsiih 
•rar  excepted." 

"Thou  canat  bear  w 

no  wiih  dther  of  mine  -^  — 

niatror^  "  which  indtwed.  the  Knight  ol 

ITold- 


Ss 


.  urodd  moatwiah  him 

"I  know  not  what  you  mean,  my  aister,"  said  the 
AbboL 

"Revorend  fether,"  replied  Magdalen,  "hut  thou 
nerer  hfliiTd  that  there  are  nihta  powerfnl  to  rend  the 
walla  of  a  caacte  asunder  when  once  admitted,  which 
yet  cannot  enter  the  boase  unlesa  they  are  invited, 
nay.  dragged  owa  the  threshold  1'  Twice  hath  Ro- 
land Orsme  been  thus  drawn  into  the  household  of 
Avenel  by  those  who  now  bold  the  title.    Let  them 

So  Baying,  ihe  left  the  turret ;  and  the  Abbot,  alter 
pauang  ■  moment  on  her  woitl^  which  he  imputed 
10  the  unaetlled  state  of  her  mind,  (bllowed  down  the 
Vinding  stair  lo  cel^rate  bia  admission  to  his  high 
office  by  fast  and  prayer,  inatsad  of  revelling  and 


Take  tlir  nntd  wid  vnort  bj  ■ivlf>>«  i 
Fat  clR  (taibol  and  0>a  jett. 


VopiHi  R01.UD  G 


. now  trotted  gatly  titmnl 

it  Sir  Halbert  Glendmnrng.    Hewasn- 

liered  from  1^  most  galling  apprehenaian,— iha  ew- 
counter  of  the  aoorn  aod  taunt  which  m^l  [iii— Tiir 
hail  hia  immediaia  return  to  the  Caaiisot  AveuL 
"There  will  be  a  changflera  tbsy  see  nu  again,"  he 
thought  to  hiraaelfi  "  I  ahoD  wear  the  coat  of  ptal« 
inatead  of  the  green  jerkin,  and  the  aieel  monia  far 
the  boniwl  and  feath^.    Tfaw  will  be  bold  that  nay 


.. ^  a  hound  after 

velbng  that  lua  gn 

prejudicBB,  leemng, .. .  — 

had  consented  so  readily  to  hia  TS-enieiingtlNi 
of  the  House  of  Avenel;  and  yet  more  at  the  1 


He  could  noi,  indsedTbet  B 
_j_..i ^,^  y,  |,„  jjjgj 


Abhev. 


with  which  abe  took  leave  A  him  at  tha 

Heaven,"  said  the  dame,  aa  iba  kiaaed  hct  ymng 
relation,  and  hade  him  farewdi.  "woifca  iti  own 
work,  even  by  ihehandsof  IhoaeofaareDemiea  who 
think  themselves  the  Blrongeat  and  the  wiseat  TIkiu, 
my  child,  be  nady  to  act  upon  ihecall  of  tby  idiaiaB 
and  country;  and  remember,  each  aarthly  bond  which 
thou  canat  form  is,  compand  to  the  tie*  wUcb  bind 
ihee  to  them,  like  the  looae  flu  to  the  twialed  cabk. 
— Thon  bast  not  fiHgot  Ihe  faceoriorm  af  tba  dam- 
eel  Catherine  Seyloni" 

Rolnnd  would Iibvo  leplied  in  the  ncgatire,  but  the 
word  seemed  to  stick  in  hia  tfatoat,  and  Hagdalni 
continued  hereibortationa. 

"Thou  muet  not  foiset  her,  mv  aoni  and  haie  I 
intrust  Ibee  with  a  token,  which  I  imat  Ihoo  will 
^leedily  find  an  opportunity  of  dchveriofi  with  can 
imd  secrecy  inro  her  own  hand." 

She  put  hBt«  into  Roland's  hand  a  very  Mnall 
packet,  of  which  she  again  enjoined  him  to  lake  lite 
striciest  care,  end  10  suffer  it  10  bs  seen  by  no  one 
save  Catherine  Seyion,  who,  she  again  (vciyiuine- 
cHuuriTv)  rem'uided  him,  waa  the  Toung  maiden  ha 
on  the  preceding  day.     She  ibe 


1  him  her  solemn  bene£ctian,  and  bade  God  90 

There  was  something  in  her  manner  and  her  co 
icl  which  implied  myateiyi  but  Roland  Qramo  » 

luring  to  aecipter  her  mcnning.    All  Ihil  wu  a 

iiBcd  pleBBurc  atid  novelty.     He  rejoiced  that  he  w 


■nm  aem-i  ibt  erwi  i-citlii  dul  itMr  » 


travEflingtomrda  Bdinbur^,  in  Drdn  to  usome  Ibt 
diBTBcter  of  ■  man,  and  Iny  aride  Out  of  a  boj.  H< 
wsB  dclishted  lo  Ihink  iJial  h«  would  bava  an  oppa^ 
tnnitr  (tf  njoininK  Catherine  Sevton,  whoae  biighi 
eyes  aiul  Yiveij  mannera  had  made  aa  rifourable  ar 
impreaaion  on  faia  imasinilion ;  and,  aa  an  ineipcti- 
cocedi  j^t  high-npinted  ^outh^  emenng  for  tha  first 
timeupoa  ACtiTfllL(e,hJa  heart  bormded  at  the  IhouiEht, 
thai  he  was  about  to  nee  ell  those  seenea  of  cmStljr 
aplcndour  and  warlike  adyenturei  of  which  the  fel- 
lowcra  of  Sir  Halbert  used  ta  boasi  on  Ihsir  oco- 
•ionol  viaiiB  to  AvaoeL  to  the  wondermant  and  envy 
at  tboae  who,  tike  Roland,  knew  courta  and  camp* 
oa\f  by  heaiaay,  nnd  were  condemned  to  the  nlitaiy 

RRinded  by  it*  lonely  lake^  and  emboanmed  aiiKinf 
its  pathleaa  nwuniaina.  "Ther  ahal!  mention  mj 
name,"  he  said  to  himseH  "  if  the  riak  of  my  life  can 
iwrehaae  mt  OK">rtumiiea  of  dieiinction,  and  Caihe- 
line  Senon'a  Bauer  eye  ehall  rest  with  more  reflect 
on  ifacdiaiingiiiahadaoldier,  than  that  with  which  abe 
tangtied  to  acom  the  raw  and  ineiperiencsd  pag 


R«latid  Gneme's  Toice  and  hia  Uu^tt 
■■      oflha 


)nG>ot,aahad 
-0  Burits,  which 

,_ .J,-   ' "     '" 

■mid  the  trantplirg  of 

muim  ana  more  than  once  altracled  the 

of  ibor  leader,  who  remarked  with  saliafBctioti,  ibat 
the  youth   replied  with   Eood-humoured  railleiy  ' 

]  of  ATenal- 
n  bonnet  T 
la  of  the  m 

"  Only  [inched  with  half  an  honr'a  troat  i  ) 
it  Aouriaba  aa  green  aa  ever." 

"Ii  ia  loo  grave  a ptani  to  flouriah  on  so  hoi 
u  that  head-piece  of  thine,  MaBierRatftnd  Qi  — 
retorted  the  other,  who  waa  an  old  eqiierry  of  Sir 
Ratben  GlendinnmR. 

"If  it  will  not  flouriah  alone,"  aaid  Roland,  I  will 
mil  it  with  the  laurel  and  the  myitte— and  I  will 
curry  ihciti  eo  near  the  akr.  that  it  ahall  make  amenda 
for  their  alinlnl  growth. 

Thna  speaking,  he  dashed  hia  ^lura  into  hia  hOTae^i 
nlea,  and,  checkins  him  at  the  same  time,  caDipdlcd 
him  to  execute  i  loRy  caracole.    Sir  Holbcrt  Cnendin- 

wilD  that  aon  of  mrlancholy  pleamuv  with  which 
those  who  have  long  fallowed  the  punoiia  of  life,  and 
■IB  sensible  of  their  vanity,  i^ord  the  Bay,  younji. 
and  bwrant  spirileto  whom  eiiBlence,aa  ret,  laonly 
haw  and  promise. 

Mriiiped  of  hia  m  W 

inc-bag  on  the  o  be 

oiber,  a  glove  on  1  >y 

IV  hia  arm,  and  t  a, 

eanM  after  the  pa  o- 

pa^^  with  Roland  Grcma. 

doiirS'Se^y-^tancST' 

"And  in  caae  lo  repay  you,  my  apod  friend,"  an- 
■wered  Roland,  "your  tengroaia  ofailver." 

"'Wbidi,  but  an  hour  sines,  aaid  the  falconer, 
"you  had  neaiiy  paid  me  with  ten  inchea  of  ated. 
On  any  faith,  il  19  written  in  the  book  of  out  deeliny, 
thai  I'^mnal  bro<^  your  daRger.  after  all." 

"JVay.  apeak  not  of  that,  my  good  friend."  aaid  the 
youth,  I  would  ratberfaave  broached  my  own  boaom 
(ban  yoora:  but  who  could  have  known  you  in  the 
mncnmingdiGaa  you  wotel" 

"Yea,'  the  falconer  resumed,— for  both  aa  a  poel 
and  actor  he  had  hia  own  profesaional  ahare  of  aelf- 
eoncoit.— "I  think  I  waa  ni  good  a  Howlwlaa  aa 
era  played  pan  at  a  Shrovelida  revelry,  and  not  a 
■nuch  wona  Abbot  of  Unreason.    I  defy  lbs  Old 


.„  ___  _  _, , M  body  of  ndta  had 

tamed  off  to  pmnn  ttwir  joqrur  woHwud,  du- 
wfaow  HHite  I**  ICTOM  lbs  nver,  and  wu  dinci 


imonaOaittntpaMatga.  .„        . 

"  I  wffl  mt  lower  the  toidgb"  fnfiw»l  Peur,  ■■  ■ 
mice  gnaralou  wilh  oga  uid  iU-boinoaT.— "  Come 
Papist,  tamt  PloleolaDi,  n  an  dl  ma  aama.  Tba 
PapMU  thmlenHl  us  wilh  PwSBKiti,  aod  flaecbed 
us  with  pardona ;— tbe  Prolaslral  niiiil)  at^ia  wilfa 
the  aword,  and  ndllles  oa  with  lie  libatty  of  eon- 
sdeoeai  boi  Dvrer  aonc  of  ailhnssyi.  'Peler,  then 
is  your  psnoT.'  I  am  well  lltad  of  all  ibis,  and  iOt  no 
man  ebatl  tbc  biidgs  lall  that  ^p  me  '>ot  raadr 


"  Tilt  PrianofniildmiXbmT.liiinni  ill, 

Sld^ite  pH»HdUia '" 

"Br  nw  baud,  friend  Woodcock,"  Mid  lb*  pus, 
"  Hipa^  1  koow  you  for  a  baidy  Bovdter,  that  lear 
Bcttbec  sauit  dbi  danl,  yst,  if  I  wera^ou,  I  would  wH 


KIT.  [Our.  xm. 

m  rour  prtfuw  apofa  in  thia  TaDn  <tf  pliaabian. 
indaimff  what  baa  happened  ben  befbrs   gv 


A  itrsw  fi>r  your  wandenng  eiuiits  f '  said  Adam 
odcDck)  "I  Blind  ihent  no  moit  (ban  an  cain 
■  lor  ■  string  of  wild-gc«ae— tbey  hive  all  Bed 
w  Iha  iwlpiu  wen  filled  »llh  booest  men,  and  the 
pie's  ears  with  >DuDd  doctiine.  Nar,  I  have  ■ 
cb  at  ihem  in  my  ballad,  an  I  had  bat  bad  iht 
d  Inch  to  have  Hme  it  loend)"  and  eeainhaari 
in  the  same  key  : 


1  tbink,"  be  added,  "  ihet  could  Sir  Halbert'i 
haie  stratobsd  till  we  ^eame  that  length,  ' 


hearty  luu 
"^iJfhbaalltr 


heasUoD 

. his  osity  life,"  aaid 

<  baa  lesa  right  to  laugh  at  goblins  than 

"Ah,  ifii  be  all  true,"  answered  Adam  Woodcock  j 
"but  who  can  eniuic  ua  of  Ihall  Xanma,  these 
were  bul  tales  the  monks  used  lo  gull  ua  simple  lay- 
men withal;  they  knew  ibst  bjriea  and  bot«>blioa 
broughi  avea  and  patemosters  into  repute;  but,  im>w 
we  Have  given  up  woiship  of  images  in  wood  and 
stone,  melhinka  it  were  no  lime  lobe  afnid  of  bub- 

"  However,"  said  Roland  Gnme,  "  as  the  Catholics 
aay  tbey  do  not  wonbip  wood  or  atoi>e,  but  only  as 
emblems  of  tbe  boty  saints,  and  not  at  things  holy  in  . 


for  their  inati&ft  They  told  us  anoUier  story  whea 
ibeae  hapiiied  idida  of  ihnia  hiougbl  pJlustaTea  and 
sandailecl  shoon  from  all  tbe  lour  winds,  and  whOtied 
lbs  old  womsiKoul  of  tbsir  com  and  iheir  candle-end^ 
and  tbeir  buller,  bacon,  wool,  and  cheese,  and  wbeit 
nolsonmch  aa  agraygraat  escaped  dlhins." 

Boland  Ommehad  been  lone  taught,  by  neceuty, 
M  ODDsider  bia  ibrm  of  retigioa  aa  a  profound  aeetel, 
and  w  ssy  nolhiiig  wbsteref  in  its  defeitco  when  as- 
sailed, kst  he  should  draw  on  himaetf  the  aiuvidoo 
of  belooffng  to  tbe  unpopulai  and  exploded  church- 
He  tbcnfore  suflered  Adam  Woodcock  to  nitimpb 
witbpur  fanhM'  cqnoailioib  marveUine  in  bis  own 

ind  whether  any  iH  the  Koblina,  (bnnvir  such  act' 


ueots,  would  STeiwohii.  .   _.  .  . 

the  valley  of  Olendearg.  But  no  sucb  consaqueacea 
'  Uowed.  They  paaaed  tbe  nighl  quietly  in  a  collsn 
ui  tbe  tfen,  and  the  nexl  day  reaumed  their  rooie  M 
Edinburgh. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 


"Thu,  tlien,  isEdinburghr'saiillheyauib,  BS|ht 
CtUaw-tiaveUeri  airived  at  one  of  the  hcigfals  to  Ow 
Bouihward,  which  commanded  a  view  of  tbe  ereal 
northern  eapiial— "  This  ia  that  Edrabutgh  of  wbid 
are  have  beard  aotnucb?" 

"Even  so,"  aaid  the  falconer;  "yonder  eunds 
Auld  Reekie— you  may  see  tbe  smoke  hiver  on* 
bei  at  twenty  milea'  dialance,  as  the  Ron-bai<4t 
bansaover  a  plump  of  youngwild-dudis— ay.yondK 
ia  the  been  of  Scotland,  and  each  ibrab  that  sb* 

KM  is  Call  Inon  the  edge  of  Solwar  laDuDcanVhay 
d.  Se&  yonder  is  the  old  Castle  j  and  st«  totba 
n^t,  on  yon  rising  Rroond,  that  is  the  Castle  ct 
Craigmillar,  which  I  bave  known  a  merry  place  m 


"Ay,  ay,"  r(f>lied  tbe  falcmier, "  ftneen  «be  « 


IhM,  timab  foa  mmt  not  uU  hv  ao  ^nr.— Wd, 
at&r  Ton  tv  what  thar  will — muir  ■  mw  hMrt  will 
be  sail  (or  Hair  Slewnt,  e'en  if  allba  mu  msa  Mr 
of  hor  I  fbi  look  toil  MaMn-  Rukiid — iba  wu  the 
lav^Mt  cmlnra  lo  bok  mm  th«l  1  ««r  aaw  wilb 
He,  mod  ooluituititB  land  tikadbetUi^f  fit  eititt 
ot  ■  faloon.  I  WIS  at  the  great  maleli  oa  Badm-inoOT 
betwixt  Boihw^— he  waa  a  black  Mht  to  ber  that 
Both  well— will  Iba  Saroo  of  Roahn.  who  could  jodge 
a  hawk's  flighi  «■  well  u  anr  man  in  Scotland— a 
bull  of  KheniA  and  a  ring  of  pid  wu  the  waftar, 
and  it  wu  flofliD  aa  faiiir  for  u  enr  wu  red  Dokl 
and  bright  wine.  And  to  aee  her  iheie  on  har  woite 
jaUfrer,  that  flew  uifiiacomed  U)  touch  more  thaa 
iheboathet  blonam)  and  to  hear  her  voice,  la  clear 
and  aweel  aa  the  maria'a  whiillei  mix  anraiw  our 
jollv  whooping  and  whialliiu  g  and  M  mark  all  tbe 
noblea  daahing  tnand  heri^ppieat  he  irtio  got  a 
wofd  ora  look- leenng  through  moaa  and  ban,  and 
ten  lutiog  neck  and  limb  lo  gain  the  praiaa  ofa  bold 
nder,  andtheUinkof  abofut*  Qoaenabri^teyel — 
ahe  will  aaa  lillla  hawking  when  ahe  Ilea  ofnr—«f, 
or,  pomp  and  [iltjaauia  paaa  awar  aa  apeedUy  u  &» 
wap  of  a  folcMi'awing." 

"^And  where  >a  tbia  poor  Quaao  now  confined  T' 
aaid  Roland  Onnie,  inleraaCed  in  ihelataof  a  woma^ 
whoae  beautjp  ana  naoe  had  made  ao  ationg  an  tin- 
preaakm  ena  on  the  bloni  and  earaleaj  idtancler  of 
Adam  Woodcock. 

"  WheM  is  she  now  imnrisonedT'  aaid  hooetl 
Ailain  )  "  whjr,  in  soon  casUe  in  the  north,  ihey  aaf 
— I  know  not  where,  for  mr  nart,  nor  ia  it  worth 
while  to  vex  oiu/i  self  anenl  waetcannol  be  mended 
—An  she  had  guided  her  power  well  whtlal  ahe  had 
it,  aba  had  not  come  to  eo  evil  a  paaa.  ll«i  aajt  ah* 
mual  rsaign  her  eniwD  to  this  little  baby  ^  a  prmoe, 
far  that  thnt  will  irnal  btt  wilb  it  no  longer.  Our 
iDBBter  haa  bean  aa  bn*r  aa  hi*  aauhboan  id  all  thia 
work.  If  the  Ooeen  should  ooeae  to  bar  own  again, 
ATeoel  Castle  is  like  la  omoke  for  it,  imlaaa  he 
makea  hia  bargain  all  the  batter." 

"  In  a  caatle  m  the  north  Qneen  Hary  ii  confined  1" 
nid  the  page.  • 

"  Why,  ay — they  say  so,  at  leeac— la  a  caalle  be- 
yond that  great  rtrer  which  coma*  down  yonder,  and 
looka  like  a  rinr,  but  ilia  a  brinoh  of  the-eea,  and  u 

"  Atkd  amonffsl  all  her  aubjacia,"  aaid  the  paget 
with  some  etnotitHi.  "  is  there  none  that  will  adven- 
lare  any  [fains  for  her  rehef  1" 

"llial  isakitllegiieatian,"  MUd  the raleona[i  "and 
if  you  aak  it  often.  Master  Roland,  I  am  fiun  tdlell  you 
tlut  yon  will  be  mewed  op  yourself  in  some  of  those 
eaailes,  if  they  do  net  prefer  twisting  your  bead  oS;  to 
HTe  bnher  trouble  with  you— Adranluie  any  thing  1 
Lord,  why,  Huiraj  baa  the  wind  in  hia  poop  now, 
man,  and  nieeaa  hwh  and  atroog,  that  theila*il  a  wing 
of  them  eanmatdi  bun-No,  no  I  there  aha  is,  and  there 
ahe  muat  lie^  till  Heann  aand  ber  deliTatanca,  or  till 
her  eon  has  the  managameot  of  all— Bat  Hurrv  will 
nerer  let  her  looae  again,  he  knowa  ber  too  wdL— 
And  haik  tbee,  wo  are  now  bomid  for  Holyimd, 
where  thou  will  find  plenty  of  news  and  of  coortien 
to  tell  it— BuL  take  my  counsel,  and  keep  a  cabn 
.  sough,  aa  the  Scots  say—hoar  every  tnan's  eouneel. 
andheep  your  own.  And  if  you  hap  to  learn  any 
nawa  you  bks,  leap  not  up  u  if  you  were  lo  put  on 
oMHr.Wuuaieaaya 

., iwi  thi 

fpU  Tou,  by  way  of  Dordiy,  thai  old  King  Coul  wai 
^aad  and  buried.  WberelorB,  look  wdl  to  your  boar- 
me,  Haaler  Roland,  for  1  ptoauaa  you,  yon  oomc 
among  a  generation  that  araleen  a*  a  bunpT  hawk 

— And  never  be  duKsr  out  of  abeatb  r' 

word  yoobear  vMant  far  you  will  find 


3ad  he  knowa  couit-eattle  inll— that  ir  you  are 
I  old  King  Coul  is  come  oliTe  ogaiii,  you  should 
lorn  ilpffwitlL  '  Andia  he,  in  truth  t--I  heard  not  of 


a  hot  hlad__ 

lettJoif^of  Uood  without 


advice  either  of  leech  or  almanack. 

"  You  shall  aee  how  atajd  I  will  be,  and  how  cat 
tuns  my  good  fiiend,  said  Onamei  *'but,  Uease 
Laiy.  wli  v  goodly  houaa  ia  that  which  ia  lying  all  i 
MuuBoeloaetotheEiiyl  Have  they  been  plviasi 


MffriMi  lad,  at  arar  Mr  bf  (D 
mite  and  lo  guenpoD,  ihit  Adu 
Utile  difficulif  in  prprauini  on  hin 


■mB4 

diioad- 

1  faul  no 

to  idTiDce  llmxigh 

The  agfit  at  Ihe  eniwdi  which  flfltd  the  itieeu  wu 
aqaillr  aai^ieclafininder.  Hoe  ■  vr  IwITi  ui  bcr 
muffler,  or  nlken  veil,  naool  bar  my  delieeldrj  a 
pmlleman-ualMr  making  way  for  ber,  a  pase  b«nns 
up  her  tnun,,and  a  waiting  senile  woman  eai^ng  ber 
Hbl&  (hue  mtimanng  ihal  ber  pmpoie  wai  loirarda 
ibe  church— There  be  mishl  see  ■  rtdup  of  ciriiena 
bending  ihs  eame  war,  wiih  iheir  short  Flmnirii 
doika,  wide  Iraweera,  and  higfa-caped  doublela;  a 
laahion  lo  which,  u  well  ai  to  tbar  bonnet  and 
feather,  the  Scota  were  Ions  failbful.  Then,  ^ain, 
came  the  clenymin  himaell  in  hie  black  Oeneva 
doak  and  band,  lendmx  a  graTe  and  allFniive  ear  lo 
(be  diicourae  a  aeveral  jwrH 
him,  and  who  were  donbtlm 


At  erery  lum^  R 
nUBa  along  in  ike 


, .,  with  a  guard  of  halbenliai 

armed  wilh  loog  weapona.  and  wetl  h- 

audi  Berrice,  thnul  bokdijr  forwanl,  and 

epmpelled  the  iwoidHnai  lo  aepaiata,  who  imme- 
diaMy  ratTOBied  in  different  dincliona,  keaTio^  mdt 
of  the  woonded  on  both  aides,  aa  had  bean  dmUed 
in  the  tnj,  lying  on  the  aireet. 

llie  falconer,  who  had  been  teaiiog  bia  beaid  foe 
anger  at  his  comrade'a  raahneaa,  now  rode  np  lo  km 
arith  ibe  horae  which  he  had  caught  by  ibebiuU^aw) 
accoeled  him  wilh  "  Maaier  Roland— maalet  gooee 
maslet  madcap— will  it  pleeae  you  to  gel  on  hiin« 
and  budget  or  will  you  remain  here  lo  be  carried  lo 
'         '     '"    "~ "  for  this  pretty  day^a 


■  ahed,  and  hia  points  of  the 
lining,  liia  Ions  sword  on  oiii 
on  the  olher.  behind  him  a  I 

men,  proportioned  to  hia  eat , „ _. 

whom  walked  with  Ihs  air  of  miliiary  retainer^  and 
wars  anned  wilh  aword  and  buckler,  Ihe  latter  being 
a  anuul  round  ahield,  nol  unlike  the  Highland  target, 
hiTiiwt  a  aleel  apike  in  the  ccniie.  Two  of  Ihcec 
pcrties,  each  headed  by  a  person  of  importance 
chanced  to  meet  in  the  -nrf  eenire  of  the  atiest,  or, 
aail  waacalled,  "  the  crown  of  the  cauaeway,"  a  post 
of  honour  aa  lenacionsly  aaserted  in  Scotland,  aa  thai 
or  gmng  or  taking  the  wall  mod  to  be  in  the  more 
aoulhem  pan  of  the  iaiand.  The  two  leaden  bentg 
of  equal  tank,  and,  most  probablf,  dthcr  animated  bv 
pohiieal  dialiks,  or  by  recollection  of  aome  feudal 
anntiiy,  marched  clnae  up  lo  each  other,  without 
yiddmg  an  mcb  lo  the  ngtal  or  ihe  left  i  and  neither 
abowmg  the  least  purpose  of  giving  way,  tfaeyatnnped 
for  an  matanl,  and  then  drew  Ibdr  aworda.     Their 


M  ba eapoosed.    llua auMen  iiaiifiiiiwiiwil  e 


t> 


ii  retreat  along  with  lbs 


-  „„  page,  wli 

Se^ona,  juai  ol 

allies,  was  by  ibia  unceremonious  aiiplicatkio  made 
aenaible  Ihat  newasaciing  afbdish  paHj  and,  obn- 
ingAdam  Woodcock,  with  aome  aeoae  of  abanw.  te 

Sning  actively  on  faoiaeback.  and  igaeiting  wiib  tba 
oulderofthe  animal  a  dly-officer.  who  was  making 
lowaKJahim,  he  began  to  ride  smartly  down  the  alMai, 
along  with  hiB  companion,  and  was  qmcUy  eul  of  tba 
reach  of  the  hue  and  aj.  In  fact,  rencounKra  of  lbs 
kind  were  ao  common  in  Edinburgh  at  ifaat  panod. 
that  the  distuibance  addom  eidted  mueh  atianiae 
after  the  affray  was  over,  imless  aomepmon  of  c«- 
aequenco  chanced  lo  have  ftUan,  an  mddeni  iriadi 
impoaedonhiafiieadBUwdutTofavMiinniihiadeatb 
on  the  first  cMtvemoil  opportonity.  So  feebly  ia- 
deed,  was  the  arm  of  iba  police,  that  it  waa  not  aa>- 
Bual  for  luch  akiimishes  to  last  for  hour^  where  tbe 
parties  were  numetous  and  well  matebed.  Bni  at  tlas 
time  the  Regent,  a  man  of  gniat  aHensth  of  ehaiae- 
ler,  awaie  of  the  mischief  which  uaoallit  arose  floia 
auch  acia  of  vic4ence,  bad  prevailed  wiih  the  magi*- 
traiea  to  kee|sa  conetant^aid  on  fool,  for  prevent- 
mgor  sepsrsling  auch  aflnyaaabad  happened  in  the 

The  rslconer  and  big  young  cotnpanira  were  »ow 
riding  down  the  Canongate,  and  had  alackened  ibcir 
pace  iu  avoid  at  trscdng  alien  Don,  the  ralher  tbat  Ibeee 
aeemed  to  be  no  appearance  of  pursuit.  Roland  hung 
hia  head  u  one  who  waBConiciauahiecoiHluclbad 
been  nane  of  the  wiaeal,  whDe  hia  oompanion  ihia 


"Truly,  Maatar  Adam  Woodcock."  anawmd  tba 
page,  "  I  would  hin  hope  there  ia  not" 

"Hien,"  sakl  Adam,  "I  irould  fain  know  by  what 
other  mflumee  or  inetigalioti  you  are  penetaallyal 
one  end  or  the  other  otsome  bloody  biiwl  1  What, 
I  pray,  had  you  to  do  with  these  Seylona  and  Ledia^ 
ifaat  you  never  heard  the  names  of  in  your  hfie  be- 
fore 1*' 

"You  are  out  there,  my  friend,"  said  Rdand 
Greme,  "  I  have  my  own  reaaona  fot  betog  a  ftioxl 
•n  Ihe  Seytona." 

.1  im. .  1. —  L .  -Bj^na,  then." 


They  mual  have  besn  very  a. 
anawered  Adam  Woodcock,  for 
wageied  you  had  never  known  ouBui  UK  iiamE;  am 
I  am  apt  to  believe  slill  thai  il  waa  your  uDhaltowsd 
passion  for  that  claahing  of  cold  iron,  which  haa  as 
much  charm  for  yon  aa  the  clatter  of  a  braw pan  haili 
for  a  liivBorbeee,  rather  than  any  cate  either  ferSsy- 
ton  or  for  Leslie,  thai  pereoaded  you  lo  ihinsi  year 
fool'a  hetid  into  a  quarrel  that  nowise  concemeid  yov. 
But  take  this  for  a  warnin;^  my  yonng  master,  thai  if 
you  are  lo  draw  sword  with  everr  man  whodnwa 
awoid  on  the  High-gate  here,  it  will  be  scarce  woiA 
rour  while  to  ahealhe  bilbo  again  for  the  rest  of  yoar 
jile,  since,  if  I  guess  rightly,  it  will  scarce  endme  on 

~       for  many  hours— all  which  I  leave  to  yon 

iideralion." 

word.  Adam,  I  honour  your  advice,  and  I 

I,  that  I  will  prsetiae  by  it  as  failhMly  aa  if 


I  were  •worn  KipmilKe  to  toil  lo  the  Mde  and 
■areldTofbauinsioTwf  with  all  wwdom  uidsafHr 
thrwisfa  tbe  Dsw  patHa  of  liA  iliRt  1  am  about  to  be 

And  tbenin  rou  w>U  do  well,"  and  the  ftlooncr, 
"and  I  do  not  qnuid  with  jon,  HaHar  Rblaod,  fbr 
bavins  a  gtain  over  moch  niiil,  becaaas  I  know  one 
mar  baing  M  tbe  hand  a  «rjld  hawk,  which  one  nBTor 
can  a  im"g*'i"  bea—aad  ao  betwiil  two  eudia  na 
hava  the  beat  side  an'L  Bui  beadea  tout  peouiar 
Boiiiu  for  quamlUng  and  luBiiiia  oat  your  aide  ooni- 
penion,  mr  dtar  luaiw  BouM  yon  have  alto  ibe 
gift  of  peehnB  under  evarv  wonian'e  mufflo'  and 
Bcreen,  aa  if  yoa  expected  loDiid  uialdBeqnainlaDca. 
nioiuti  were  you  lo  ipy  one,  I  ■bonUbaaaniaehnr- 
priaed  al  il,  well  wotting  how  few  you  hare  eean  of 
tbeae  buhs  wild-fbwl^  aa  I  wai  at  your  taking  ao  deep 
an  intareal  eren  now  m  the  Sarlon." 

"  Tueh,  manJ  nonatatBe  and  folly."  anawend  Ro- 
tend  OneoM  "I  bui  aoughi  lo  ase  what  eyea  tlieae 
gentle  hawke  have  go)  unber  their  hood." 

"Ay,  but  it's  a  dangerom  aubjecl  of  inquiry,"  eaid 
tbe  faleoDir ;  "yoa  had  better  bold  out  your  bare 
wrial  for  an  sBfHe  to  perch  upon.— Look  you.  Master 
Roland,  ihaaepnlty  wild-geeae  cannot  be  hawked  al 
wiiboui  ririi— tber  have  aa  many  divioga,  boldngii 
and  voUejrinjB,  ei  iba  moal  ganuaame  quarry  tiMt 
falcon  ever  Hew  al— And  beeidea,  evvy  woman  of 
tbemie  manned  irilh  bar  hinband,  or  bw  kind  fnand, 
or  bar  broiher,  or  tier  coorin,  or  her  awora  aervanl  at 
^  laaal— Bui  vou  heed  ma  not,  Haaler  Roland, 
thongh  I  know  the  game  to  well — your  eye  ia  all  on 
that  pretty  damael  who  tiipa  down  ihe  gate  before  at 
— by  my  cerlea,  I  will  wattanl  her  a  blithe  dancer 
Mtbor  in  reel  or  revd— a  pair  of  eilTer  moriaco  bella 
would  become  tbeee  pretty  aoklea  ai  wall  aa  the  jea- 
tea  would  amt  ihs  Iminmi  Norway  hawk," 

"Thou  art  a  fboi,  Adam,"  1 1 

rare  not  ■  builon  abixil  the  g  jt, 

what  the  Ibnt  fiend,  one  muat 

"  Very  true.  Muter  Roland  (  la, 

"but  let  me  prajr  you  to  cb«  a. 

Lodt  you,  there  ia  acarca  aw  h- 

gWa  with  ■  ailk  screen  or  a  p  1 1 

■aid  belbt«,  aha  ban  either  f  >n 

bet,  or  kinaman,  or  lovei,  or  w, 

or  it  may  be  ■  brece  of  alool  od 

bueUec,  not  to  fn  behind  bu  iw 

doae — Bui  you  heed  nM  no  d  rh 

mioda  a  yellow  yoldiiiig." 

"O  yea,  Itlo-^  do  miod  you  indeed,"  aaid  Roland 
OrBme;  "but  hold  my  nag  a  bil^I  will  be  with  you 
in  tbe  eicbtnge  of  a  wbinle."  8a  eaying,  and  en 
Adam  Woodcock  could  finiab  the  aennoD  which  waa 
dykiR  on  hia  tongue,  Roland  Oneme,  lo  the  (alcsHr'a 
ultor  aatODiibmeni,  thjew  him  the  bridle  of  hie  jen- 
net, jumped  off  hoteeback,  and  puraued  down  one  of 
tbe  cloaea  or  naitov  laoea,  which,  opening  under  a 
vault,  termiDaled  upon  the  tnain-alreel,  the  veiy 
maiden  to  whom  his  friend  had  accuaed  him  of  thaw- 
ing ao  much  ittention,  and  who  had  wnwd  down  the 

"Saint  Haiy,  SaiQI  Magdalen,  Saint  Benedtet, 
■Saint  Banubaa  V  cried  tbe  poor  faloonar,  when  he 
fiHind  himaelf  thna  niddenly  brought  la  a  pause  m  ifae 
■nidit  of  the  Chnangale,  and  aaw  hia  vouag  charge 
start  off  hke  a  madman  in  queal  of  a  damael  whom 
ha  had  never,  aa  Adam  nmoted,  teen  in  hit  lile  be- 
fms,— "Sainl  Salao  and  Sainl  Beeliebub— for  this 
would  make  one  swear  Saint  and  devil— what  can 
have  come  over  tbe  lad,  wilb  a  wanion  1  And  wbtt 
aball  I  da  the  whilal  I—he  will  have  hia  throat  cat, 
Ihe  poor  lad,  aa  luie  as  I  was  bom  at  the  font  of 
Ratoberty-Topping.  Could  I  find  some  one  lo  hold 
the  hotaea  I  bat  ihey  ate  aa  aharp  here  norlh-away  aa 
in  canny  rorhiUre  heiaeU:  Bndqnilbtidl4  quit  till,  as 
we  say.  An  I  Oould  but  see  One  of  our  folks  now,  a 
Irally-eprig  were  worth  a  gold  Uaadi  orcoold  I  but 
aeeonaoriheRegenl'amen^but  to  leave  ihabtHna 
taBBtraneflr,  that  I  caonol— and  la  leave  Ihe  place 
while  the  TacI  ii  in  jeopardy,  that  I  wonoL" 

We  muai  leave  tlie  ralconer,  however,  in  the  midai 
of  hia  dislreee,  snd  follow  the  hol-headed  youth  who 
waa  iba  cause  of  bit  perplexity. 


THB  ABBOT.  PlmM.  XTO. 

th— By  HMnn,  itii  tbaTwrwrnawbacaiiMi* 

ll]r  to  IDT  iide  nol  nry  muT  minam  BDCb  «hM 

nof  mtown  knans  bun  themwiTM  win  iMn 

.    ..-.lect  U  their  own  woc^iinfiil  safet*  ihoD  to  dMMt 

1    SMnd  b^dc  from  bite,  for  ba  wcH  deaerm  bomw 

I    ind  a  fhrndlr  wmcoom  U  jrouc  buda,  auleail  of  ilu 


wyputht, 

"Idoii'  lbs  i&tTKs,"  (ud  ttolud  Omnu,  boldly, 
I  nan  u>  iDqHiTe  atiar  my  Lord  Seyton." 
A  likdr  tile,"  wuwaM  bis  accunn,  "  in  the 

nuDih  of  I  foUomr  of  OUndiiiiiii«." 
"  8t>T,  ysiniK  iDaD,"  aud  tba  Lotd  SeyliiD,  for  it 

WH  dtat  wabfa—  hiwwlf,  "kl  a»  iMfc  M  Ihia 


•  bfibi 


ki 


a  new  world  may  come  rcnuid,  m  irkidi  ba  laij  hat* 
tbecbanceofnwirdtnfihia  wellVMien." 

"  Hy  nanie  is  ttoliiid  Orame,  my  lonj,"  aiHweml 
ibe  rouib,  "  ■  pue,  who,  for  the  pnMat,  ii  in  ibe 
■Bmcs  oF  Sir  Halban  OlondlDDiDB." 

"  1  laid  eo  from  the  fint,"  oaklDiiB  ol 
lylift.I  will  w! 


_ ,™3 

tM  beratio  a  quiiei^-a  atntagem  bom  fini  tolaat,  to 
inioET  in)o  yonr  oonfidenoe  eotns  eapial  of  hia  own. 
Tbey  know  bow  to  tesob  both  boys  and  wonen  to 
play  the  mfdligaDcan^" 

'^That  ia  fiike,  if  il  be  Boken  of  me."  awd  Roland  1 
"do  man  m  Scotland  afamld  leach  nw  tuch  a  fed 
panl" 

"Ibeliere  [bea,  boy,"  aaid  Lord  Sayton,  "  for  thy 
■trokea  w«ro  too  fair  lo  be  dedl  upon  an  nodcnuiid- 
ing  with  (boae  that  were  lo  receiTc  them.  Ciedii 
me,  howenr.  I  liitle  oxpecled  to  have  bdp  at  need 
from  one  of  your  maaler's  houaehold  i  and  1  woold 
know  what  mored  thee  in  my  quartet,  to  lliiBa  0W« 
andaagnligl" 


"8o  plaaae  yon,  my  lord," 


lid  h^  bL 


itbava 


cbiTaliy,  at  the  Caatia  at 


be  bonourabia/  a 

„, ,     .M  now,  my  bud,  lo 

o  yoor  grace,  and  lo  lake  my  leave.    . 

a  wuh  my  boraa  iti  the  atieel." 

"  Take  ihia,  buwenr,  youag  laaa,"  aaid  V 


ssssst. 
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With  no  little  prida  Rotud  OniiDB  tct^lad  Ibt   wall,  u  tlie  prorob  af  i  ilMnCn*  oadt  thy  boiiMti 
nfl,  whicb  he  haslily  faslened  around  tiia  bonnel,  u    mna,  and  1st  us  brr>ak  [he  cauaewiy  btavely." 


iCB  IQ  the  Ban 
IraverK^  ihe  couri,  and  appeared  t 
■B  Ailim  Woodcock,  Teied  and  am 
had  dcletmined  lo  leave  ihe  horses 

Kin  gucalof  his  youihM  comrade 
SI  thou  bnikcn  next  I"  he  e.icls: 
peved  by  his  appearance,  allhou^fb 
indicated  thai  he  had  passed  thini 


in  his  horse : 


n  ofeotd," , 


an  agiiatitis 
id  Roland,  lespinsRayly 


"Now,  OodibrUd  Ihal  ihou  hasi  either  stolen  i^  or 
Tofl  it  by  violence,"  said  Ihofaleonerj"for,  oihorwisfc 
I  wot  nol  how  tlie  devil  Ihou  couldsl  compass  il.  I 
h>ie  beep  often  here,  ay,  for  months  al  an  end,  and 
aa  one  gave  me  either  chain  ur  medal." 

"Thou  aeesl  I  have  got  aae  on  shorler  acquaint- 
ance nith  the  city,"  answered  the  page,  "but  set  thine 
honest  heart  at  rest;  that  whicb  is  (airly  won  and 
Iraetr  given,  is  neither  reTl  nor  stolen." 

"  MMrry  hang  ihee,  with  ihjf  fan/arona*  aboul  thy 
neck!"  said  the  falconer;    "I  think  water  will.not 
rheaip  strangle  thee.    Thou  hast  been  dis- 
my  lady's  poRe,,lo  ootne  in  again  as  my 
re;  andjorloirowinga  noble  younBdamsel 
holcL  thou  geut  a  chain  and 

he  misa^  havme  the  dirk  in 
,  in  front  onhe  old  Ab- 


medal,  where  another  i 
■cross  hia  ahoulderi,  if 

his  body.— But  here  we —  -.  

bay.  Bsar  thy  good  luck  with  yoii  when  you  ci 
these  paved  stones,  and,  by  Qui  Lady,  yuu  may  I 
Scotland." 

As  he  (fwke,  they  el. 

hugs  old  Taulted  entrance  to  the  Abbey  or  Paloceof 
Hoiyiwxl,  crossed  the  lerminaiion  of  the  etreei  down 
wbich  they  had  proceeded.  The  court-iard  of  Iht 
Dslacc  opened  within  this  gloomy  porch,  showing  iht 
front  of  an  irregular  nile  of  monastic  buildings,  on( 
wini  of  which  is  slili  ciloni,  forming  a  part  of  [he 
modem  palace,  erected  in  the  dnya  of  Charles  I. 

At  the  gate  of  iha  porch  the  falconer  and  pane  re- 
signed their  horsea  to  the  serving-man  in  attendance  j 
the  falconer  commanding  him,  withan  nir  of  authority, 
(0  carry  them  safely  to  the  stahlcs.-"  We  follow,"  he 
■■id,"lheKnightafAvenel.-Weniu9lbcarDurselves 
Ibr  what  wearebere,'^  said  ho,  in  a  whisper  to  Roland, 
"for  every  one  here  is  looked  on  as  they  demean 
ifaemselves)  and  ha  that  ia  too  modest  mual  lo  the 


•  lifaa  «l>«n  win  sit**acAil^ar  oataial 


MI  fund  of  Iha  VU 1^  UM  uiMi  a  boatiftll  nmn] 


I--  L.  ^^  Ttia"iinp5i"S  iS  Pfopirtr  af  Lirt  awwi 
iSlS^a^S  vBIa  of  ltS^FiTiUBB,^Hai*MalT»r" 
*  A  ■■■••  flvaa  la  Iha  lolil  otaalss  won  i>r  Uw  i 
•flhapSM    lllieraMaMertflajltatiwIMi 

*B 


portance  and  quality,  Adam  Woodcock  led  the  wu 
o  the  coutl-yud  of^tfae  Palace  of  Holyrood. 


E  youthful  pa 
B  breathing 


iabefoi 


in  the  entrance  of  the 
uidetogitehimamo- 
■i  me  but  look  around 
sidet  not  I  have  nevsr 
— AndihiaiaHolyiood 


—the  resort  of  the  gi „_,, 

(he  wise,  and  the  powet-ful  I" 

"Ay,  marry,  is  it !"  eaid  Woodcock;  "but  I  wish 
I  could  hood  thee  as  they  do  the  hawks,  for  thou  eta- 
resi  B3  wildly  aa  if  you  sought  another  fray  or  anoihar 
fanferons.  I  wouljil  I  had  thfeaafdy  housed,  foilbou 
luokesi  wild  aa  a  soss-hawk." 

.  f  I  was  indeed  no  common  sight  lo  Hoiand,  tha  ve«- 
tlbule  of  a  palace,  Iraveraod  by  its  various  group^^ 


iff  and  Blcel,  his  long  awoi 
vement,  and  his  whiakered  i 


..,.B  the  hoary  statea- 

ils  yet  commanding  look,  hisfur- 
pantoufles;  thera  tbe  soldier  in 
■  ig  against  lb« 


IS  whiakered  upper  Up  and  frowning 

habitual  defiance  of  danger  whica 

'     lys  made  good  ;  there  again 

man,highofbearl,Bndblood)r 


hourii  bitch  nowT' 

"  The  waur  for  the  wea^  like  ourselves,  Adany— 
eight  years  this  giasa— no  four  legs  will  cany  a  dog 
for  ever;  but  we  keep  her  fbr  the  breed,  and  to  ans 
'scapes  Border  doom.— But  why  stand  you  gazing 
there  1  I  promise  you  my  lord  has  wished  (or  yoi^ 
and  asked  for  you. 

"  My  Lord  of  Hurray  aaked  for  ma,  and  he  Regent 
of  the  kingdom  too  I  said  Adam.  "  I  hunger  and 
(hint  to  par  my  dmr  to  mygood  lordi— but  llancr 
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fCHAF.  xvni- 


hii  good  lordihip  remembers  the  da/B  tport  on  Cam- 
wam-moor{  and  ray  Drummelzier  falcon,  thai  beat 
the  hawks  ftom  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  won  his  lord- 
•bip  a  hundred  crowns  from  the  Southern  baron 
whom  they  called  Stanley."  „       .  . 

"  Nay,  not  to  flatter  thee,  Adam,"  said  his  coort- 
friend,  ^'  he  remembers  naught  of  thee  or  of  thy  falcon 
either.  He  hath  flown  many  a  higher  flight  smce 
that,  and  struck  his  quarry  too.  But  come,  come 
hither  away;  I  trust  we  are  to  be  good  comrades  on 
the  old  score.**  ■  . 

"  What  r*  said  Adam,  "  you  would  have  me  crush  a 
pot  with  you  7  but  I  must  first  dispose  of  my  eyas, 
where  he  will  neither  have  girl  to  chase,  nor  lad  to 


draw  sword  upon.**  . ,  .,   .     , 

"Is  the  youngnter  such  a  oner*  said  Michael. 
"Ay,  by  my  nood,  he  flies  at  all  game,"  rephed 
Woodcock. 

"Then  hsd  he  bptteT  come  with  us,*'  said  Michael 
Wing-the  wind;  "for  we  cannot  have  a  proper  ca- 
rouse just  now,  only  I  would  wet  my  lips,  and  so 
must  you.  I  want  to  hear  the  news  from  Saint  Ma- 
ry's before  you  see  my  lord,  and  I  will  let  you  know 
bow  the  wind  sits  up  yonder." 

While  he  thus  spoke,  he  led  the  way  to  a  side  door 
which  opened  into  the  court;  and  threading  several 
dark  passages  with  the  air  of  one  who  knew  the  most 
secret  recesses  of  the  palace,  conducted  them  to  a 
small  matted  chamber,  where  he  placed  bread  and 
cheese  and  a  foaming  flagon  of  ale  before  the  falco- 
ner and  his  young  companion,  who  immediately  did 
Justice  to  the  latter  in  a  nearty  draught,  which  nearly 
emptied  the  measure.  Having  drawn  his  breath,  and 
darned  the  froth  from  his  whiskers,  he  obfterved  that 
his  anxiety  for  the  boy  had  made  him  deadly  dry. 

"Mend  your  drausht,"  said  his  hospitable  nicnd. 
again  supplying  the  flagon  from  a  pitcher  which  stood 
beside.  I  know  the  way  to  the  buttery-bar.  And 
now,  mind  what  I  sav— this  morning  the  Earl  of  Mor- 
ton came  to  my  lord  m  a  mighty  chafe." 

"What !  they  keep  the  old  friendship,  thenf*  said 
Woodcock. 

"Ay,  ay,  man,  what  else*?*'  said- Michael ;  "one 
hand  must  scratch  the  other.  But  in  a  mighty  chafe 
vas  my  Lord  of  Morton,  who  to  say  truth,  looketh 
on  sucn  occasions  altogether  uncanny,  and,  as  it  were 
fiendish  •,  and  he  says  to  my  lord— for  I  was  in  the 
chamber  taking  orders  about  a  cast  of  hawks  that  are 
to  be  fetched  firom  Pamoway^they  match  your  long- 
winged  falcons,  said  Adam.'' 

"I  will  believe  that  when  I  see  them  fly  as  high  a 
IMtch."  replied  Woodcock,  this  professional  observa- 
tion lorming  a  sort  of  parenthesis. 

"However,"  said  Michael,  pursuing  his  tale,  "my 
Lord  of  Morton,  in  a  mighty  chafcL  asked  my  Lord 
Regent  whether  he  was  well  dealt  ^ith— *  for  my 
brother,'  said  he,  *  should  have  had  a  gift  to  be  Com- 
mendator  of  Kennaquhair,  and  to  have  all  ihe  tempo- 
rilitiea  erected  into  a  lordship  of  regality  for  his  benefit; 
and  here,'  said  he,  *  the  false  monks  have  hod  the  inso- 
lence to  choose  a  new  Abbot  to  put  his  claim  in  my 
brother's  way;  and,  moreover,  tne  rascality  of  the 
neighbourhood  have  burnt  and  plundered  all  that  was 
lefr  m  the  Abbey,  so  that  my  brother  will  not  have  a 
house  to  dwell  in,  when  he  hath  ousted  the  lazy  hounds 
of  priests.'    And  my  lonL  seeing  him  chaied,  said 
mildly  to  him,  '  These  are  shrewd  tidings,  Douglas,  but 
I  trust  they  be  not  true ;  for  Halbert  Glendinnmg  went 
south  ward  yesterday,  with  a  band  of  spears,  and  assu- 
redly, had  either  of  these  chances  happened,  that  the 
monks  had  presumed  to  choose  an  Abbot,  or  that  the 
Abbey  had  been  burnt,  as  you  say,  he  had  taken  order 
on  the  spot  for  the  punishment  oi  such  insolence,  and 
had  deepatched  us  a  messenger.'    And  the  Earl,  of 
Morton  replied— Now  I  pray  you,  Adam,  to  notic^ 
that  I  say  this  out  of  love  to  you  and  your  lord,  and 
also  for  old  comradeship,  and  also  because  Sir  Halbert 
hath  done  me  good,  and  may  again — and  also  because 
I  love  not  the  Earl  of  Morton,  as  indeed  more  fear 


words.—*  And  beeide^'  he  said.  *  he  hath  a  brother  a 
monk  in  Saint  Mary's,  and  walks  all  by  his  gukUoce, 
and  is  making  friends  on  the  Border  with  Kiccleocb 
and  with  Femieherat,*  and  will  join  hand  with  them, 
were  there  likelihood  of  a  new  world.*  And  ro  j  kira 
answered,  like  a  free  noble  lord  as  he  is :  'Tush !  my 
Lord  of  Morton,  I  will  be  warrant  for  Glendinnins^ 
faith ;  and  for  his  brother,  he  is  a  dreamer^  that  tfaizuis 
of  naught  but  book  and  breviary— and  if  such  hap 
have  chanced  as  you  tell  of,  I  look  to  receive  from 
GHendinning  the  cowl  of  a  hanged  monk,  and  thie 
head  of  a  riotous  churL  bv  way  of  sharp  and  sodden 
justice.*— And  my  Lord  oi  Morton  left  the  plaoe,  and, 
it  seemed  to  me,  somewhat  malecontenU    Bnt 


—he  comes  of  dhuri*8  bbod,  which  was  never  true  to 
the  nobles*— by  Saint  Andrew,  these  were  his  very 


since  that  time,  my  lord  has  asked  me  more  than  <mce 
whether  there  has.  arrived  no  messenger  from  the 
Knight  of  Avenel.  And  all  this  I  have  told  yon,  thai 
you  may  frame  your  discourse  to  the  best  puroose.  Cor 
It  seems  to  me  that  my  lord  will  not  be  well  pleaaed,  if 
aught  has  hsppened  like  what  my  Lord  of  Morton  said, 
and  if  your  lord  hath  not  ta'en  strict  ordera  with  it." 

There  was  something  in  this  communication  whdcb 
fairly  blanked  the  bold  visage  of  Adam  Woodcock, 
in  spite  of  the  reinforcement  which  his  natural  hard^ 
hood  had  received  fiiom  the  berry-brown  ale  of  Holy - 
rood. 

"What  was  it  he  saki  about  a  churl*s  heaiL  that 
grim  Lord  of  Morton  ?"  said  the  disconcerted  falconer 
to  his  friend. 

"  Nay.  it  was  my  Lord  Regent,  who  said  that  be 
expected,  if  the  Abbey  was  injured,  your  Knight  woold 
send  him  the  head  of  the  ringleader  among  the  rioters.*^ 
"Nay,  but  is  this  done  like  a  good  Protestant,"  said 
Adam  Woodcock,  "or  a  true  Lord  of  the  Congrega- 
tion 1  We  used  to  be  their  white-boys  and  darhncs 
when  we  pulled  down  the  convents  in  Fife  and  Perth- 
shire." 

"  Ay,  but  that,"  said  Michael,  "  was  when  old 
mother  Rome  held  her  own,  and  her  great  folks  were 
determined  she  should  have  no  sheUer  for  her  head 
in  Scotland.  But,  now  that  the  priests  are  fled  in  all 
quarters,  and  their  houses  and  lands  are  g^ven  to  our 
grandees,  they  cannot  see  that  we  are  working  tho 
work  of  reformation  in  destroying  the  palaces  ofzeal- 
ous  Protestan^.** 

"  But  I  tell  you  Saint  Mary's  is  not  destroyed  f*  said 
Woodcock,  in  increasing  agitation ;  "  some  trash  of 
painted  windows  there  weru  broken— things  that  no 
nobleman  could  have  brooked  in  his  house— some 
stone  saints  were  brought  on  their  marrow-bones,  like 
old  Widdrington  at  Chevy-Chase;  but  as  for  fire- 
raising,  there  was  not  so  much  as  a  lighted  lont 
amongst  us,  save  the  match  which  the  dragon  had  to 
Ught  me  burning  tow  withal,  which  he  was  to  spit 
against  Saint  Greorge ;  nay,  I  had  caution  of  that.*' 

"How!  Adam  Woodcock,*'  said  his  comrade,  **1 
trust  thou  hadst  no  hand  in  such  a  fair  work  1  Look 
you,  Adam,  I  were  loth  to  terrify  you,  and  yon  jost 
come  from  a  journey ;  but  I  promise  you,  Earl  MoriOM 
hath  brought  you  down  a  Maiden  from  HalifuK,  yoa 
never  saw  the  Uke  of  her— and  she'll  elasp  yoa  ronnd 
ihe  neck,  and  your  head  will  remain  in  her  ams.** 

"Pshaw  r*  answered  Adam,  **  I  am  too  old  to  havs 
my  head  turned  by  any  maiden  of  them  alL  I  know 
roy  Lord  of  Morton  will  go  as  far  for  a  buxom  lass  as 
any  one*  but  what  the  devil  took  him  to  HaUfax  all 
the  way?  and  if  he  has  got  a  gamester  there,  what 
hath  she  to  do  with  my  head?" 

"  Much,  much  !*'  answered  Michael.  "  HenMi*s 
daushter,  who  did  such  execution  with  her  foot  and 
ankle,  danced  not  men's  heads  oflTmore  cleanly  than 
this  maiden  of  Morton.t  'Tis  an  axe.  man,— an  axs 
which 'falls  of  itself  lika  a  sash  vnndow,  and  never 
gives  the  headsman  the  trouble  to  wield  it** 

"  By  my  faith,  a  shrewd  device,"  said  Woodcocks 
"  Heaven  keep  us  firee  on't  T* 

The  page,  seeing  no  end  to  the  conversation  betwai 
these  two  old  comrades,  and  anxious,  from  what  hs 

•  Both  ttMM  Border  diisflaist  wen  gnat  frtMids  of 
Mary. 

tJii«lM4fli»n«»-«tpeciM  of  gainotiM  which  tbo  _ 
Morton  brooffht  down  from  Hahfhx.  esrtatailr  at  ajMriod  cam- 
•iderablr  lator  tbM  intinwtod  In  ttaa  tals.  Ho  wasifiTnlf  *» 
tmt  that  raflbiod  bj  the  eogins. 


.xvni.1 


ielhtniu, 
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tba  bM  of  tb«  Abboi,  now 

Adam  Woodcock,   thi 


nki,"  he  •«_, 

hadai  beller  deliver  ihrmBBttr'ileHer  to  the  Regent: 
1  therein  stiied  wfaal  hu  ebmceil 


..—jlionlBBa  he  hath 

Bl  Kenna(]ah*'''<  >"  '^  *'*f  matt  advantageoiu  for 
all  conconed," 

"The  boy  is  right,"  Mud  Michael  WnR-lhs-mod, 
"my  lord  will  be  very  impstieDl." 

"Thecbildhalbwtteiiouah  tokcephimgetfwBrin," 
■■id  Adam  Woodcock,  □roducing  mini  his  bawking- 
b>g  hia  lord's  letter,  iddresaHl  to  the  Eui  of  Muttav, 
"ud  for  that  tnatter  ao  hare  I.    So,  Maiwr  Roland, 


Lord  Ragaat ;  his  pr 

youmt  pa^  than  by  i 


isence  will  be  belter  graced  by  < 
Yorkahir?!"  replied  hia  friend 


Lord!— Why,  ..__ __,_. 

)hal  thou  mavRi  bIid  lelher  ihiaeiri- 


roihe 


■nth  ionU) 
t^    Thou 


uial  thou  marnl  alio  lelher  thvc . 

think  the  Maiden  nil!  clasp  hia  fait  yoanx  neck  mare    "' 

wiUinftly  than  thy  old  eunbilmt  weaund?"  1 1 

"Oo  to,"  ananered  the  falconer;  "thy  wit  1 
high  an  it  could  strike  tbs  quarry.  1  tell  ihi 
TDOlh  has  nau^t  to  feai^^e  had  nothing  to  dc 
iba  gambol— a  tare  gambol  It  was,  Michael,  as  mad-    chi 


The  usher  looked  a(  him  from  head 
■urpjieed  at  hia  boldnesa,  and  then  repllf 
asperity,  "Say  you  ao,  my  young  mt 
eroweat  loudly  to  be  but  a  chicken,  and 
lij  bam-yard  too." 

"Were  it  a  lime  or  place,"  aaid  Roland,  "thou 
sbouldat  see  I  can  do  more  iheo  crow ;  but  do  yout 
duty;  and  let  the  Regent  know  I  wait  hi*  pleoaure." 

'Thou  an  but  a  pert  knave  lo  lell  mcof  my  duty," 
aaid  the  courtier  ui  ol^ice ;  "  but  I  will  £nd  n  time  lo 
ahow  you  you  ara  out  of  youra;  mean  while,  wait 
there  tjl  you  are  watiied."  So  aaying,  he  shut  Iha 
door  in  Roland's  face, 

Michael  Wing-the-windi  who  had  shrunk  from  hia 

youthful  companion  during  this  allercarion.  according 

10  the  esiabiiabad  maxim  of  cDurlien  of  all  rank^ 

. .        nnd  m  nil  agea,  now  Iransgresaed  thfflr  prudential  liiu 

ihou  I  of  conduct  so  fiu-  ae  to  come  np  to  him  once  mora. 

"Thou  nrt  a  hopeful  young  springald,"  said  he,  "and 


a^ballad,  if 


fo?  tb«l-iac=,  as 

Carry  the  yoofh  .„  . , , ,  — 

hei«,  with  bridle  in  hand,  ready  lo  strike  the  spure  up 
to  toe  rowel-heada.  in  caae  the  hawk  ftiee  my  way,— 
I  will  toon  put  Soltia-edge.  I  Irow,  betwixt  the  Re- 
cent and  me.  if  he  means  me  less  than  fair  play." 

"Come  on  then,  my  lad."  said  Michael,  'since 
thoa  miiat  neada  take  the  it^rina  before  canny  York- 
Aire."  Bo  sayintc  he  led  the  way  ihrouidi  winding: 
paasagea,  cIomIv  followod  by  Roland  Qraima.  until 
Ihef  arTrred  aialarfte  winding  alone  ilair,  ibealepsof 

aa  low,  aa  lo  rCTfler  the  ascent  uncommon 

When  ihey  had  aacendedaboultheheiKhcofoi ,. 

the  guide  stepped  aside,  and  pushed  open  the  door  of 
a  dark  and  gloomy  ante-chamber :  ao  dark  indeiaJ, 
thai  bia  youthful  companion  stumbled,  and  nearly  fell 
down  upon  a  low  alep,  which  waa  awkwardly  placed 
OD  the  *eTy  ihreshold. 

"Take  heed."  nud  Michael  Wing-the-windt  in  a 
very  low  lone  of  vinca,  and  first  glancing  canlioualy 
round  la  see  if  any  one  Hatened— "  Take  heed,  mv 
yaang  fiiend,  lor  Ihoas  who  h[[  on  these  boards  scl- 
dom  riae  again.— 3eeit  thou  that,"  he  added,  in  a  alilt 


stthouihaL"  h 
18  10  some  dark  c 
1  a  ray  of  light, 

traversing  the 

walli  warily,  for 


shot  ihrougli  a 
[cneral  gloom  of 


sniatl  aperture, 

thoa  that,  yonlt 
bei*  before  yon, 

"  What  mean  you  1"  aaid  the  paM.  his  Hetii  creep- 
ing Iboogb  he  scarce  knew  why;  'Is  it  blood  1" 

■Ay,  ay,"  said  the  domenic.  in  tha  "me  whisper- 
ing tone,  and  dregaing  tho  youih  on  by  the  arm— 
"Bloodit  ia,— but  ihis  i«  no  time  lo  qoesnon,  or  evan 
to  look  at  it.  Blood  il  is,  foullyand  fearfully  ahed.  a* 
fanUy  and  fearfully  avenged.  The  biood,"  he  added, 
in  a  still  mora  cautious  tone,  "  of  Seignior  David,' 

Roland  Qnemc's  hmrt  throbbed  when  ho  found 
bimeelf  ao  nneipsctedly  in  ihe  scene  of  Riows 
slaogbler.  a  catastrophe  a^icb  bad  chilled  with  horror 
allevwi  in  that  rude  agK  which  had  been  the  theme  of 
wonder  and  pity  through  every  cottage  and  caalLe  in 
Seoilaod,  and  had  not  eacaprd  that  of  Avnel.  But 
hia  guide  hurried  him  forward,  penmtting  no  further 
^nealion,  and  with  die  manner  ot  one  who  baa  already 
tampered  UM  much  wilh  a  dangerous  aubjaet.  A  lap 
which  be  tnade  at  a  low  door  at  ona  end  of  the  »esti- 
bol^  was  snawsred  by  a  hnisaiar,  or  aaher,  who,  wien- 
■ —  Tl  cantioualy,  rcoeivod  Michael'*  uitiniation  lh»'  - 


"The  Council  ia  bieaking  ut" 

B'*«  me  the  packet;  bis  grace  the 
»M  the  ineBaenger." 


in  me  the  packet;  his  grace  the  Regent  w 
■  lee  the  ineBaenger." 
'Thepackot,"  r^diad  the  pans,  "mnalb 


..  „,.iployed  thy  ti„^  ,~ ,  ..„  ._  . — ...  -  , . 

and  morlil  enemy  of  the  usher  of  die  council- 
imber.  Why,  man,  you  niigbi  siniaat  as  well  haf* 
nded  the  depuly  buller  •.'' 


aTic  6KVort(ip'"t?nr/h^ 
He  then    tum( 

disappaaied  fivm  hia  countenance,  as  completely  aa 
Ihe  pBBang  bubbles  leave  the  dark  mirror  of  a  alill 
profound  lake  into  which  a  traveller  baa  cast  a  stone; 
m  the  couma  of  a  minule  his  noble  iealurea  had  aa- 
Bomed  their  natural  expreaaion  of  deep  and  evan 
melancholy  gravity. 

Thisdishngniahed  slalasmBn,  for  as  such  bis  worst 
enemiea  acknowledged  him.  posaeesedall  theeitemal 
dignity,  as  well  as  almoBt  all  ibe  noble  aualiiiea,  which 
could  grace  the  power  that  he  enjoyed  ;  and  had  be 
succeeded  to  ihe  (hrone  aa  hia  legilimata  inheritanca, 
i(  ia  probable  he  would  have  been  recorded  as  one  of 
Sroltand'a  wiaest  and  grealeal  kinga.  But  Ihal  ha 
held  hisauihorilybythedepositionandimpnsonmaat 
of  bis  aister  and  benslacltBBS,  was  s  crime  which  ihosa 
only  can  excuse  who  Chink  ambition  an  apologr  for 
ingratitude.  He  was  dressed  plainly  in  black  vel.vW. 
aRer  the  Flemish  fashion,  and  wore  m  his  high- 
ciowned  hal  a  jewelled  clasp,  which  looped  it  or 
one  aidft  and  Armed  theonlf  ornament  of  his  am 

He  had  hisponiardbyhis-  '-   — "- -'^- 

tbe  council  table.  ,    ,  .  „  ,      . 

Such  waa  the  peraonago  bdbre.  wbran  Rolani 
Orsme  now  preaenled  himself;  with  a  foeliog  gf 
breaihleaa  awa,  very  difleranl  bom  the  usual  boldiMaa 
._j  ..; — iM.  „t  W.I.  i^mpsr.  In  facL  ha  was.  bait 
ibrwwd  but  ni 


tofhia  awaraL 
La  aword  lay  db 
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was  much  more  easily  controlled  by  the  moral  supe- 
riority, arising  from  the  elevated  talents  and  renown 
of  those  with  whom  he  conversed,  than  by  pretensions 
founded  onlv  on  rank  or  external  show.  He  might 
have  bniv^  with  indifference  the  presence  of  an  eari, 
merely  distinguished  by  his  belt  and  coronet ;  but  he 
£elt  overawed  in  that  of  the  eminent  soldier  and  states- 
man, the  wielder  of  a  nation's  power,  and  the  leader 
of  her  armies.— The  greatestand  wisest  are  flattered 
by  the  deference  of  youth— so  graceful  and  becoming 
in  itself;  and  Murray  took,  with  much  courtesy,  the 
letter  from  the  hands  of  the  abashed  and  blushing 
page,  and  answered  with  complaisance  to  the  imper- 
fect and  half-muttered  greetinc  which  he  endeavoured 
to  deliver  to  him  on  the  part  of  Sir  Halbert  of  Avenel. 
He  even  paused  a  moment  ere  he  broke  the  silk  with 
which  the  letter  was  secured,  to  ask  the  page  his 
name— so  much  he  was  struck  with  his  very  hand- 
some features  and  form. 

"Roland  Graham,"  he  said,  repeating  the  words 
after  the  hesitating  page,  *'  what,  of  the  Grahams  of 
the  Lennox?" 

"No,  my  lord,"  replied  Roland ;  "my  parents  dwelt 
in  the  Debateable  Land." 

Murray  made  no  farther  inquiry,  but  proceeded  to 
read  his  despatches ;  during  the  perusal  of  which,  his 
brow  began  to  assume  a  stem  expression  of  displea- 
•nre,  as  that  of  one  who  found  something  which  at 
once  surprised  and  disturbed  him.  He  sate  down  on 
the  nearest  seat,  frowned  till  his  eyebrows  almost 
met  together,  read  the  letter  twice  over,  and  was  then 
silent  for  several  minutes.  At  length,  raising  his 
head,  his  eye  encountered  that  of  the  usher,  who  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  exchange  the  look  of  eager  and 
carious  observation  with  which  he  had  been  perusing 
the  Regent's  features,  for  that  open  and  imnoticing 
expression  of  countenance,  which,  in  looking  at  all, 
teems  as  if  it  saw  and  mariied  nothing— a  cast  of 
look  which  may  be  practised  with  advantage  by  all 
those,  of  whatever  degree,  who  are  admitted  to  wit- 
ness the  familiar  and  unguarded  hours  of  their  supe- 
riors. Great  men  are  as  jealous  of  their  thoughts  as 
the  wife  of  King  Candaufes  was  of  her  charms,  and 
will  as  readily  punish  those  who  have,  however, 
involuntarily,  beheld  them  in  mental  deshabille  ana 
exposure. 

"Leave  the  apartment,  Hyndman,"  said  the  Re- 
sent, sternly,  "  and  carry  your  observation  elsewhere, 
you  are  too  knowing,  sir,  for  your  post,  which,  by 
special  order,  is  destined  for  men  of  blunter  capacity. 
80 !  now  yon  look  more  like  a  fool  than  you  did"— 
(for  Hyndman,  as  may  easily  be  supposed,  was  not  a 
little  disconcerted  by  this  rebukeV-"  keep  that  con- 
Aised  stare,  and  it  may  keep  your  office.  Begone,  sir!" 

The  usher  departed  in  dismay,  not  forgetting  to 
register,  amongst  his  other  causes  of  dislike  to  Roland 
Gneme.  that  he  had  been  the  witness  of  this  dis- 

Saceful  chiding.  When  ha  had  left  the  apartment, 
e  Regent  again  addressed  the  page. 

"Your  name  you  say  is  Armstrong?" 

"No,"  replied  Roland,  "my  name  is  Graeme,  bo 
please  you— Roland  Grsme,  whose  forbears  were 
deaignated  of  Heathergill,  in  the  Debateable  Land?" 

"  Ay,  I  knew  it  was  a  name  from  the  Debateable 
Land.  Hast  thou  any  acquaintances  here  in  Edin- 
bmih?" 

"My  lord,"  replied  Roland,  willing  rather  to  evade 
this  question  than  to  answer  it  directly,  for  the  pru- 
dence of  being  silent  with  respect  to  Lord  Seyton's 
adventure  immediately  struck  him,  "I  have  been  in 
Edinburgh  scarce  an  hour,  and  that  for  the  first  time 
10  my  life." 

"What !  and  thou  Sir  Halbert  Glendinnmg'spage?" 
aaid  the  Regent. 

"  I  was  brought  up  as  my  Lady's  page,"  aaid  the 
youth,  "  and  left  Avenel  Castle  for  the  first  time  in 
my  life— at  least  since  my  childhood— only  three  days 
amce." 

"My  Lady's  page  I"  repeated  the  Eari  of  Murray. 
ae  if  ^^kmg  to  himself;  "it  was  strange  to  send 
nis  Lady's  page  on  a  matter  of  such  deep  concern- 
ment—Morton  will  say  it  is  of  a  piece  with  the  nomi- 
nation of  bis  brother  to  be  Abbot ;  and  yet  in  some 
iort  an  inexperienced  youUi  will  best  serve  the  turn. 


—What  hast  thoa  been  Caofl^t,  yoimg  mnn,  in  tfafr 

doughty  apprentioeehip?" 

"To  hunt,  my  lord,  and  to  hawk,"  said  Roland 
Graeme. 

"  To  hunt  coneys,  and  to  hawk  at  ooxels  T*  aud 
the  Regent,  smiling;  "for  such  are  the  apoits  of 
ladies  and  their  followers." 

Greme's  cheek  reddened  deeply  as  be  replied,  not 
without  some  emphasis,  "To  hunt  red-deer  of  the 
first  head,  and  to  strike  down  herons  of  the  highflrt 
sosr,  my  lord,  which,  in  Lothian  speech,  may  te 
termed,  for  aught  I  know,  conejrs  ana  ouxela ; — aiaOk 
I  can  wield  a  brand  and  couch  a  lance,  according  to 
our  Biirder  meaning ;  in  inland  speech  these  may  b» 
termed  water-flags  and  bulrushes." 

"Thy  speech  nngs  like  metal"  said  the  Regpni, 
"  and  I  pardon  the  sharpness  ot  it  for  the  trroi.^ 
Thou  knowestj  then,  what  belongs  to  the  duty  of  a 
man-at-arms?" 

"  So  far  as  exercise  can  teach  i^  without  real  «r- 
vice  in  the  field,"  answered  Roland  Grcme;  *'bat 
our  Knight  permitted  none  of  his  household  to  make 
raids,  and  I  never  had  the  good  fortune  to  see  a 
stricken  field." 

^The  good  fortune!"  repeated  the  Regent,  smiling 
somewhat  sorrowfully,  "take  my  word,  young  man» 
war  is  the  only  game  from  which  both  parties  rise 
losers." 

"  Not  always,  my  lord,"  answered  the  page,  with 
his  characteristic  audacity,  "if  fame  q>eaks  truth." 

"  How,  sir?"  said  the  Regent,  colouring  in  hie  torn, 
and  perhaps  suspecting  an  indiscreet  allusion  to  the 
height  which  he  himself  had  attained  by  the  hap  of 
civil  war. 

"  Because,  my  lord,"  said  Roland  Graeme^  witboui 
change  of  tone,  "  he  who  fights  well,  must  have  £une 
in  lif^  or  honour  in  death;  and  so  war  is  a  gmmo 
from  which  no  one  can  rise  a  loaer." 

The  Regent  smiled  and  shook  his  bead,  when  at 
that  moment  the  door  opened,  and  the  J£arJ  of  Mor- 
ton presented  himself. 

"  I  come  somewhat  hastily,"  he  said,  "  and  I  enter 
unannounced,  because  my  news  are  of  weight — It 
is  as  I  said;  Edward  Glendinning  is  named  Abbot, 
and" 

"Hush,  my  lord  I"  said  the  Regent,  "I  know  it, 
but" 

"  And  perhaps  you  knew  it  before  I  did,  my  Lord  of 
Murray.'^  answeted  Morton,  his  dark  red  brow  grow- 
ing darker  and  redder  as  he  spoke. 

Morton,"  said  Murray,  '^sunect  me  not— toocfa 
not  mine  honour^I  have  to  sufier  enough  from  the 
calumnies  of  foes,  let  me  not  have  to  contend  with 
the  unjust  suspicions  of  my  friends.— We  are  not 
alone^'^^said  he,  recollecting  himself;  "orlcoaki  teO 
thee  more." 

He  led  Morton  into  one  pf  the  deep,  erobraanrss 
which  the  windows  formed  in  the  massive  wall,  and 
which  afforded  a  retiring  place  for  their  conversnv 
apart.  In  this  recess,  Roland  obe^red  them  apeak 
together  with  much  eameetnesa,  Murray  appearing  to 
be  grave  and  eamestj  and  Morton  having  a  jeahraa 
ana  offended  air,  which  seemed  gradually  to  givt 
way  to  the  assurances  of  the  Regent. 

As  their  conversation  grew  more  eameet.  they  be- 
came gradually  louder  in  speech,  having  perhapa  for- 
gotten the  presence  of  the  page,  the  more  readily  as 
his  position  m  the  apartment  placed  him  oat  of  mi^t. 
ao  that  he  found  himself  unwillingly  privy  to  more  of 
their  discourse  than  he  cared  to  near.  For,  page 
though  he  was,  a  mean  curiosity  after  the  secrets  of 
others  had  never  been  ntunbered  amongst  Roland's 
failings;  and  moreover,  with  all  his  natural  rash- 
ness, lie  could  not  but  doubt  the  safety  of  becoming 
privy  to  the  secret  discourse  of  these  powerfol  and 
dreaded  men.  Still  he  could  neither  stop  nis  ean, 
nor  with  propriety  leave  the  apartment ;  and  while  he 
thought  of  some  means  of  signifying  his  presence,  bs 
had  already  heard  so  much,  that,  to  have  produced 
himself  suddenly  would  have  been  as  awkward,  and 
perhaps  as  dangerous,  as  in  quiet  to  abide  the  end  of 
their  conference.  What  he  overheard,  however,  was 
but  an  imperfect  part  of  their  communicatioo ;  and 
although  a  more  expert  poUtidan,  acqnaioted  with 
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dM  drcamalAnoMof  the  tiinasi  would  htwB  had  little 
difficulty  in  tracuiff  the  meming;  f  et  Roland  Grame 
ooukl  onlj  form  verv  general  and  vague  oonjectiuea 
mm  to  the  import  of  theff  disoomae. 

^'  All  IB  prepared."  aaid  Murray,  "  and  Lindeaa?  ia 
•ettinff  forwaid— She  muat  heaitate  no  longer— tnou 
•eest  I  act  br  thjr  counael,  and  harden  myaedf  againat 
■ofter  oonaideratbna." 

''True,  my  lord,"  replied  Morton,  "in  what  ia 
necoaaary  to  gain  power,  you  do  not  heaitate,  but  go 
boldly  to  the  mark.  But  are  you  aa  careful  to  defend 
and  preserve  what  you  have  won  7— Why  thia  eata- 
bliahment  of  domeadca  around  her?— haa  not  your 
■ister  men  and  maidena  enough  to  tend  her,  but  you 
must  conaent  to  thia  auperfluoua  and  dangeroua  re- 
tiouer' 

**  For  ahame,  Morton !— a  Princeaa,  and  my  sister, 
oonld  I  do  less  than  allow  her  due  tendance  7" 

"Ay,"  replied  filorton,  "even  thus  fly  all  your  shafts 
— smartly  enough  loosened  lh>m  the  bow,  and  not 
tmakilfully  aimea— but  a  breath  of  foolish  affection 
ever  crosses  in  the  mid  volley,  and  aways  the  anrow 
from  the  mark." 
"  Say  not  ao,  Morton  1"  ropUed  Murray,  "  I  have 

both  dared  and  done" 

"  Yes,  enough  to  gain,  but  not  enough  to  kee|>— 
reckon  not  that  ahe  will  think  and  act  thus— you 
have  wounded  her  deeply  both  in  pride  and  in  power 
—it  signifies  naught,  that  you  would  tent  now  the 
woundT  with  unavailing  aalves — as  matters  stand 
with  you,  you  muat  forfeit  the  title  of  an  aflectionate 
brother,  to  hold  that  of  a  bold  and  deten^ined  states- 
man." 

"  Morton  I"  aaid  Murray,  with  aome  impatience, 
"I  brook  not  these  taunta— what  I  have  done  I  have 
done — what  I  must  farther  do,  I  must  and  vrill— buti 
am  not  made  of  iron  like  thee,  and  I  cannot  but  re- 
member—Enough of  this— my  purpose  holds." 
"  And  I  warrant  me,"  aaid  Morton,  "  the  choice  of 

these  domeetic  consolations  will  rest  with" 

Here  he  whinered  namea  which  escsped  Roland 
Greme's  ear.  Murray  replied  in  a  aimilar  tone,  but 
80  much  raised  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  sen- 
tence, that  the  page  heard  these  words—*'  And  of  him 
I  hold  myself  secure  by  Olendinning's  recommends- 
tk>n." 

**  Ay,  which  may  be  as  much  trustworthy  as  his 
late  conduct  at  the  abbey  of  Saint  Mary's— you  have 
heard  that  his  brother's  election  haa  taken  place. 
Tour  favourite  Sir  Halbert,  my  Lord  of  Murray,  has 
as  moch  fraternal  affection  as  yourself." 

"  By  Heaven,  Morton,  that  taunt  demanded  an  un- 
fiienoJy  answer,  but  I  pardon  it,  for  vour  brother  alao 
ia  concerned ;  but  thia  election  shall  be  annulled.  I 
teQ  you.  Earl  of  Morton,  while  I  hold  the  sword  of 
atate  in  my  royal  nephew's  name,  neither  Lord  nor 
Knwht  in  Scotland  ahall  dtapute  my  authority ;  and 
if  I  bear  with  inaultafirom  my  frienda,  it  is  only  while 
I  know  them  to  be  such,  and  forgive  their  fouiea  for 
thor  faithfolnesa." 

Morton  muttered  what  aeemed  to  be  aome  excua& 
and  the  Regent  answered  him  in  a  milder  tone,  and 
then  subjoined, "  Besides,  I  have  another  pledge  than 
Glendinning's  recommendation  for  thia  youth^s  fidel- 
ity—his nearest  relative  has  olaced  herself  in,  my 
hands  as  his  security,  to  be  deeilt  vdthal  as  his  doings 
ahall  deserve." 

"That  iaaomething,"  replied  Morton ;  "but  yet,  in 
lair  love  and  good-wul,  I  must  still  pray  yon  to  keep 
on  your  guardT  The  foee  are  atirring  again,  as  horse- 
flies and  nomets  becomoj^uay  so  soon  as  the  storm- 
blast  is  over.  George  or  Seyton  waa  croaaing  the 
causeway  thia  morning  with  a  acore  of  men  at  his 
back,  and  had  a  ruffle  with  my  friends  of  the  house 
of  Leslie— they  met  at  the  Tron,  and  were  fig(hting 
hard,  when  the  provost  with  his  guard  of  partisans, 
came  in  thirdsman,  and  staved  tnem  asunder  with 
tbeir  halberda,  as  men  oart  dog[  and  bear." 

"He  hath  my  order  for  such  interference,"  said  the 
R»ent— "Haa  any  one  been  hurt?" 

**  Oeon^  of  Seyion  himaeU  by  black  Ralph  Lesbe 
— the  devil  take  the  rapier  that  ran  not  through  from 
aids  to  side  1  Ralph  haa  a  bloody  coxcomb,  by  a  blow 


froma  meann-psM  whom  nobody  knew— Diek Sey- 
ton  of  Windyapwlia  run  through  the  arm,  and  two 
gallanta  of  theXealiea  have  auflered  phlebotomy.  This 
18  all  the  gentle  blood  which  haa  been  aiMllea  in  the 
revel ;  but  a  yeoman  or  two  on  both  sidea  have  haa 
bonea  broken  and  eara  cropped.  Tlie  oetlere-wives, 
who  sre  like  to  be  the  only  losers  by  their  miscarriage, 
have  dragged  the  knaveaoff  the  street,  and  are  crying 
a  drunken  coronach  over  them." 

"You  take  it  lightly,  Doufflaa."  aaid  the  Regent; 

these  broils  and  feuds  would  shame  the  capital  of 
the  Great  Turk,  let  alone  that  of  a  Christian  and  re> 
formed  state.  But,  if  I  Uve,  this  gear  shall  be  amended; 
and  men  shall  say,  when  they  read  my  story,  that  if  it 
were  my  cruel  hap  to  rise  to  power  by  the  dethrone- 
ment of  a  aiater,  I  employed  it,  when  gained,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  commonweal." 

"And  of  your  friends,"  replied  Morton;  "where- 
fore I  trust  for  your  instant  order  annulling  the  elec- 
tion of  this  lurdane  Abbot,  Edward  Glendinning." 

"  You  shall  be  presently  aatisfi^i,"  said  the  Regent, 
and,  stepping  forward,  he  began  to  call  "  So  ho,  Hynd- 
man!"  when  suddenly  his  eye  lighted  on  Roland 
Graeme—"  By  my  faith,  Douglas,"  said  he,  turning  to 
his  friend,  "  here  have  been  three  at  counsel  I" 

"  Ay,  but  only  two  can  keep  counsel,"  said  Morton ; 
"  the  galliard  must  be  disposed  of." 

"  For  shame,  Morton— an  orphan  boy !— Hearken 
thee,  my  child— thou  haat  told  me  some  of  thy  accom- 
plishments— canst  thou  speak  truth  ?" 

"Ay,  my  lord,  when  it  serves  my  turn,'*  replied 
Graeme. 

"It  shall  serve  thy  turn  now,"  said  the  Regent; 
"  and  falsehood  shall  be  thy  destruction.  How  much 
hast  thou  heard  or  understood  of  what  we  two  have 
spoken  together?" 

"  BdT  little,  my  lord,"  replied  Roland  Graeme  boldly, 
"  which  met  my  apprehension,  saving  that  it  seemed 
to  me  as  if  in  something  you  doubted  the  faith  of  the 
Knight  of  Avenel,  under  whose  roof  I  was  nur- 
tured." 

"  And  what  hast  thou  to  say  on  that  point,  young 
man  ?"  continued  the  Regent,  bendinjg  his  eyes  upon 
him  with  a  keen  and  strong  expression  of  observa- 
tion. 

"That,"  said  the  paf^  "depends  on  the  qualifv 
of  those  who  speak  against  his  honour  whose  bread 
I  have  lone  eaten.  If  they  be  my  inferiors,  I  say  th^ 
lie,  and  wOl  maintain  what  I  aay  with  ray  batoon ;  if 
my  equals,  still  I  say  they  lie,  and  will  do  battle  in  the 
quarrel,  if  they  list,  with  my  sword ;  if  my  superiors" 

"Proceedboldly "  said  the  Regent-" What  if  thy 
auperiors  said  aught  that  nearly  touched  your  mas- 
tfer*8  honour?" 

"  I  would  say,"  replied  Graeme,  "  that  he  did  ill  to 
slander  the  absent,  and  that  my  master  was  a  man 
who  could  render  an  account  of  his  actions  to  anjr 
one  who  should  manfully  demand  it  of  him  to  hia 
face." 

"  And  it  were  manfully  said."  replied  the  Regent— 
"  what  thinkeat  thou,  my  Lord  of  Morton  ?" 

"I  think,"  replied  Morton,  "  that  if  the  young  gal- 
liard resemble  a  certain  ancient  friend  of  ours,  aa 
much  in  the  craft  of  his  disposition  as  he  doea  in  eye 
and  in  brow,  there  may  be  a  wide  di^rence  betwixt 
what  he  means  and  what  he  speaka." 

*' And  whom  meanest  thou  that  he  resembles  so 
closely?"  said  Murray. 

"  Even  the  true  and  trusty  Julian  Avenel,"  repned 
Morton.  ^ ,    , 

"But  this  youth  belongs  to  the  Debateable  Land." 
said  Murray. 

"It  may  be  so ;  but  Julisn  was  an  outlying  atnksr 
of  venison,  and  made  many  a  fair  caat  when  ne  had  a 
fiiir  doe  in  chaae."  

"  Pshaw !"  said  the  Regent,  "  this  is  but  idle  talk- 
Here,  thou  Hyndman— thou  curioaity."  calling  to  the 
usher,  who  now  entered,  "  conduct  this  youth  to  his 
companion.— You  will  both,"  he  said  to  Gneme, "  keep 
yourselves  in  readiness  to  travel  on  short  notice."-  - 
And  then  motioning  to  him  courteously  to  withdraw, 
he  broke  up  the  interview . 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


Tmt  usher,  with  gi 


■J  which  ill  coDcailed  i  jea- 


i  Ralaad  Onsnu  W  m  lower 
■OBrlmonl,  where  he  (bund  hi»  comnde  the  felcooer. 
The  mon  of  oaiee  ihfn  briefly  BCauunted  lb«n  ihu 
thii  would  be  iheir  reiidence  [ill  hia  Grace  ■  butlier 
ordoni  that  ihev  ware  lo  go  lo  the  putrr.  w  ine 
buiiecy  10  the  celiac,  and  la  the  kilcben,  at  the  OMU 
houra,  to  receive  the  allowaDces  bacoroiDft  thai  au- 
■^-  .hich    Adam    Woodcocta   old 

ourt  made  him  perfectly  imder- 

.   .  lichBor«,iQrespecllhep»l>ceia 

DOW  tulL  ot  ma  dometiica  of  the  gieatei  nobloa." 

No  Boonei  was  the  uahera  back  turoed  tlian  Adam 
aiclaimed,  with  all  the  glee  of  eBfWtcurioaiiy,  "And 
now,  Haater  Roland,  the  r.ewa— ihe  newa-  eorae, 
unbuilon  ihy  pouch,  and  give  us  thy  tidinRa-Whal 
aaya  the  RctKntl  aaki  he  for  Adatn  Woodcock  1— 
and  is  all  aoMered  up,  ot  muat  the  Abbot  ot  Uureann 


fatmUariiy  with  chi 
•land— "For  your 
ihaholelrieof  Si 


■tiniag  rs&aclioiia,  ta  which  lbs  m 
ins  had  BTOB  lias.  Yaatariar  hs 
mirk  nor  ukelibood,  ■  Tagrant  boy,  ids  ■iteaaani  vm 
a  idatJTa,  of  whoae  aane  Judgmeni  i»  hiniMlf  bml  dm 
■ha  hi^MM  opuiion)  but  dow  he  h*d  beeoBW,  ha 
knew  not  trtt)',  or  wbanlbre,  or  to  whmi  axunt,  ikt 
cualodio',  aa  the  Scoltiab  [^raae  wen(|  of  affiDC  in- 
porUDi  atata  aeeret,  in  th«  aafe  keepniA  of  which  ibe 
Basoll  himaelf  wiacoDoemed.    It  did  notdnniniib 


ifTiS^h^i™. 


is  well  !□  thai  quailec,"  aaid  the  pa^e ;  "  and 

for  the  rest— But,  hey-day,  what  I  have  ynu  lakaD  the 
chain  and  medal  otTfrom  mr  bonnet  1" 

"And  meet  time  ii  waa,  when^on  uaher.  vinewir- 
laoed  rogue  thai  he  la,  bP8«n  to  inquire  what  popish 
trangam  you  were  wearing— fly 
wouldhavebeen  confiscalod  lor  i . .. 
your  other  rattle-trap  yonder  at  Avenel, 
Liliai  beare  aboui  on  her  ahoea  in  l!ie  EU""  ™  »  P»" 
ofihoe-hueklee—Thu  cornea  of  carryrngpopiah  nick- 

"The  jade  I''  exclairoed  Roland  Omlne,  "baa  she 
melted  down  mytosarymta  buckleafor  bar  clunuy 
hools,  which  will  set  oRauchaaamUbiiearlit  OB  well 
aa  a  cow's  mi^lii  T— But,  hang  ner,  lei  her  keep  them 
— many  a  dog'a  Itick  have  I  played  old  LiUaa,  for  wanl 
of  having  aomelh ins  heller  In  do,  and  the  buckleawill 


In  troth  do  I,  Maater  Roland— the  major-domo'i 
mouth  was  a>  crooked  aa  a  bawk'a  beak  for  ihi 
whole  moming  aflerwarda,  and  any  olhei  page  ui 
your  room  would  have  laated  the  discqdine  of  Ihe 

Kiel's  lodge  for  it.— But  my  Lady's  favour  stood 
ween  your  akin  and  many  a  jerlimg— Lord 
yoo  inar,he  the  betca  Ibr  her  prolectum  in 

*""  *"'*  i  and  I  am 


pator.    On  ibe  ooniTarr,  be  All  li 

on  a  iwnanlic  landacape,  of  which  he  ae 

for  Ihe  flret  time,  anrfl  (hen  obacnned  wiui  miai  aiM 

j^.^__ .™. .   -iperfeci  glimpae  wfakb  Ihc 

-J .,„-, «,  and  omer  objects  mimait 

him,  adds  doubls  dignity  to  ibese  ahrouded  ntooD- 
— - —  and  darkened  ebyaaea,  of  which  the  bagb^ 
and  eiteot,  are  Itfl  10  iinaeination. 
—  moTtala,  (spedilly  at  the  well'appeliicd  (M 
which  precedea  iwenly  j^eai^  are  seldotD  ao  uuai 
engaged  either  by  real  or  conjaeltiri)  witiiacia  of 
apeculation,  bnl  thai  their  earthly  waola  claan  ihcir 
hour  of  allentioQ.  And  wilh  man/  a  anule  did  oar 
hero,  so  the  raadcr  mar  term  hiiD  a  be  will,  hail  th* 

,l;.  ^'_^  Adam  Woodcock,  bewiot 

._.    iremeodouB  portion  of  boilad 

bee^  and  on  aDoiher  a  ptentiiiil  allowsDea  of  KreeBa^ 
'lai  the  Scotch  call  lanB-kale.    A  anxxM 

"■  '■— '    -It,  and  the  other  ir ' 

i  wbxn  ihcy  had  hot- , 

they  bore  in  their  handa,  the 


lata™  ws  10  By 
1,*'  aaid  Roland 


erchea.  and  y,- 

L  the  realm,  and 

bear  aa  much  myalary  in  youi  brow,  aa  if  you  had 

flown  in  the  court-aky  ever  since  you  were  hatched.— 

1  believe,  in  my  aonl.  you  would  nm  with  a  piece  of 

-      head  like  Ihe  curlews,  which  (I 

again)  we  used  to  call 

.  its  neighbourhood.-  " 

Woodcock  waa  nevt 

,0  forbiddeD  ascrets— sit  thee 
iheviveia— I  know  the  butler 


D  my  Boul. 

e  were  after  thei 
-  e  HaUdome  < 
rn,  boy ;  Adi 


...  the  oaken  table  wha 

falconer  observed,  that 

'  ad  got  harder  and  baidn 
enilemsn  and  yeomen  reU 
raa  an  abaoluta  flaying  of 
.jIIow.  Such  thronging  in 
churiiah  a: 


>f  a  flee  for  the  hid«  end 
li  bare  beet-bonei 


I  beat  with  a  ain^e  alraike  of  m 
a  double  allowance  of  watei^' 


ale,  or 

■ho^,     ,  ,       „    ...._.    __._ _ 

food  diaappeanog  fast  under  Roland's 

tiona,  "  it  is  noi  so  well  10  lamenl  for  former  limea  aa 
to  take  Ihe  advantage  of  the  proaeni,  else  we  ere  lik« 
10  loas  on  both  sides." 

So  saying,  Adam  Woodcock  drew  his  chair  ID- 
warda  the  table,  unaheatheil  hia  knife,  (ftM-  eveiv  one 
carried  that  minuRer  of  feslite  distribution  for  Um- 
kI£,)  and  imitating  his  youiw  com^nion'a  raainiilf^ 
who  (or  the  moment  had  lost  his  anjiieij  for  dw 
future  in  the  eager  aatisfaction  of  an  appeute  afaaip- 
ened  by  youlh  and  abslinenos. 

In  irulh  they  made,  though  the  materials  w«M 

mfficiently  simple,  a ""' '   "'  '^- 

ejpenae  of  the  royal , . 

cock,  notwilhatanding  the  delilxnle  a. .._ 

hs  hadpasaed  on  the  hoosriioU  beer  of  the  Mlac« 
had  taken  iba  fourth  de^  draught  of  ibe  Mad-jadl 
are  he  remembared  him  thai  he  had  noken  in  it* 
tliapraiee.  Then,  flinging  hhnaelf  joltily  and  hin> 
riooaly  back  in  an  ola  danske  dhDW-chair,  and  look* 


—  o r-a~,— ilendiiigai 

his  righi  leg,  and  smtchiDj  the  oib« 

...  isremindedhis 

not  yal  hsaid  the  bsllsd  whii 


. ......  leg,  and  slntchiDBth 

easily  ovarii,  bs  rem  mdedhla  companion  thai  he  had 

L_ — 1 .!._  '--i.-.j^jjj^  hshsd  made  fortha 

rqpel.    And  accordingly  be 
bii  pus  fall  otKttt, 


Abbol  of  Unraaaon' 
stnidi  tittn^  op  wi( ' 


Roland  Grv 
iubjecj,  began  b 


down,  and  I  will  OD  fell 
and  the  panller  of  c4d.' 
Thegood-- 


around  bis  shouldair,  an  sction  which  mstanlly  1 
-"      lied  the  ditty  of  Adam  Woodcock. 

"- —  -■--  vengeance  are  you  goiai^  now." 


red  falcDiKr  set  forth  upon  hia  er 


bnaring  faimaeliF  about  procuring  their  refreahmeol :    abide  an' 
all4  during  bis  abaraic&  Raland  Orame  abandoned  I  hoodlcsa 


lemiplet 

,  aaid,  "  tboQ  raatieas°boy  1— Thou 
Id,  I  the  vans  of  ihes  to  1  oertsiniy,  1 


abide  any  douce  and  si 


Obat.  XIX-I  the  a 

"  Why  Adam,"  raplied  [be  pan  "  it  yen  miut  necda 
know,  I  am  iboiil  la  nke  a  walk  and  look  «l  Ihis 
fair  city.  OnamayaB  weUbeBiillmawedup  in  theold 
casllaof  Ibelake,  ifana  is  to  ait  the  lira-loDE  nisDt 
beiwsen  four  walla,  and  heaiken  10  old  ballada." 

"  IE  ia  a  new  ballad— the  Lord  belp  thfe  I"  i^lied 
Adim,  "  and  tbal  one  of  ibe  beat  (hat  ever  wu 
malcbed  wiib  a  '         " 

"Beilao,"  ui 

day,  when  the  ram  la  umu..^  ^„ 

and  there  i*  neither  Bleed  alampinit,  nof  apur  Jingling, 
nor  feather  niring  in  Ihe  neighbourfaood,  to  mai  my 
marfctofi  it  wdl.  But,  even  now,  I  waul  (o  be  in  (be 
world,  and  to  look  about  me." 

"  But  the  never  a  atride  Bball  yon  go  without  me," 
nid  thel^lconer,  "until  Ihe  Regeal  shall  take  you 
whole  Bnd  airand  off  my  hand;  and  so.  if  you  will, 
wo  may  go  W  the  hostelry  of  Saini  Michael'ai  and 
there  yon  will  see  corapany  enough,  but  ihrough  the 
eaannent,  mark  vou  me ;  for  as  to  lamblins  through 
Ihe  Blreeta  to  seek  Seytona  and  Loslies,  andtiBTing  a 


li.rd,  I  w 


1  your 


I  yield  ni 


"  to  thelloaieiij'of  Saint  Michad's,  then  with  all 
'  heart,"  said  Ihe  page;  and  they  left  (he  palace 

;  of  liieir  nameaandbueineae,  were  ais- 

iniBBBii  through  a  email  wicket  of  Ihe  doae-harred 
portal,  and  won  tencbed  ibe  inn  or  hostelry  of  Saint 
Michael,  which  stood  in  a  large  court-yard,  off  the 
main  Alreet,  close  under  ihe  descent  of  the  Callon-hilL 
The  place,  wide,  waste  and  uncomfonable,  resem- 
bled rather  an  Eaalem  orsTansary,  where  men 
bund  shellBT  indeed,  but  were  obliged  to  supply 
ihemBelvea  with  every  thing  else,  than  one  of  our 


BalBlill,  lotheineiperiencedeyeofRoIandOraimB, 
the  boatle  and  confiiatDn  of  ihJ  place  of  public  reaort 
hmisbed  excitement  and  amuaemeni.  In  the  lar^e 
room,  into  which  they  had  rather  found  their  own 
way  than  been  ushered  by  mine  boat,  iraTsllers  and 

greeted,  gamed  or  drank  togelher,  fonning  the 
•trongest  coniraai  to  the  stem  and  monoionoua 
oidir  and  silence  with  which  mailers  wi;re  conducted 
in  the  well-ordi:iHl  household  of  the  Knight  of 
Atenel.  Allercation  of  every  kind,  from  brawLng  lo 
leilinB,  was  going  on  among  the  gnnipa  around  ihem, 
and  yet  the  noise  and  mingled  voices  seemed  10  dis- 
turb no  one,  and  indeed  10  be  noticed  by  no  others 
than  by  those  who  composed  the  group  to  which  the 
tftaker  belonged. 

The  falconer  poaaed  Ibrough  Ihe  apartment  to  a 
pnjecting  laiiicsd  window,  which  formed  a  sort  of 
ncea*  ^om  the  room  ilself;  and  having  here  en- 
seonoed  himself  and  his  companion,  ha  colled  for 
ioms  refresbmentB  i  and  a  tapster,  after  bs  hod 
ritoaled  for  iha  Iwentieih  lime,  accommodated  him 
with  Ibe  remains  of  a  cold  capon  and  a  neat'a  longue, 
Mfelherwiih  a  pewter  stoup  of  weak  French  vin-de- 
pan.  "  Fetch  a  aloup  of  brandy-wine,  Ibou  knave. 
>  —We  will  ba  jolly  lo-nigbl.  Master  Roland,"  said  ha, 
whsn  he  sawtimself  Ihu '-— '   "— '  '-■ 


(i<led  all  spare  stablea  and  places  of  public  rscntion 
with  their  horaes  and  military  attendants.  Thera 
were  some  score  of  yeomen  dressing  their  own  or 
their  masters'  horses  in  ihs  yard,  whiailing,  singino,  , 
laughinc,  and  upbraiding  each  other,  in  a  alyle  of  wil 
which  the  Bood  order  of  Avenel  Castle  rendered  , 
atrange  lo  Roland  Otnme'a  ears.  Oihen  wen  busy 
repainng  their  own  arms,  or  cksoing  those  of  ibau 
maslara.  Onefellow.  havtngjual bought  a  bundlsof 
twenty  spears,  was  aitling  m  a  comer,  employed  in 
paintiiig  the  while  stavea  of  the  weapons  with  yellow 
and  vermilion.  Other  lackeys  led  large  stag-honndi^ 
or  wolf-dqga,  of  nobis  race,  eaiediilly  maaled  lo  pr»> 
■  ■"  ndwettL 

dslighud 

^gal- 

idly  gray. 


u  accommodated,  "and  l< 


w  ber  milk- 

pi  from  lbs 

well  for  tfuig  thou  werl  brotwhl  up  where  grace  grew. 
Ereain  tbeCaatleof  Aven^  ihou  wert  n  wikl-blood 
enou^,  but  hadsl  thou  been  nurtured  harts  within  a 
fiighl-ahol  of  the  Coml,  thou  hadsl  been  ihe  veriest 
crack-hemp  of  a  page  (hal  ever  wore  feather  in  ihr 
bonnel  or  steel  by  thy  sids :  truly,  I  wish  it  may  end 


well  with  thee." 


"Nay 


II  lea 


ning,  old  Adai..   . 
■-"  drenched  ihj 


thy  senselesi 


p  and  drum- 


hast  drenched  thy  senses  in  the  pint-pot  ihero.  8ss 
liete  comes  a  merry  minstrel  wilh  his  crowd,  and  • 
wench  wilh  him,  thai  dsnoes  vriifa  bells  at  her  an- 
cles; and  see,  the  yeomen  and  pages  leave  their  borssa 
and  the  armour  ihey  were  cleaning,  and  gather  ronniL 
aa  is  very  natural,  to  hear  the  musie.  Comt^  old 
Adam,  we  will  ihither  loo." 

"  You  riiall  call  me  cuti  if  I  do  go  down,"  aaid 
Adam;  "you  are  near  aa  good  mmslrelay  aa  Iha 
altpller  can  make,  if  you  had  but  the  grace  lo  listM 

"  Bui  the  vrsnch  in  the  aiammel  wsislcost  is  stop- 
puiB  too,  Adam— by  Heaven,  they  are  going  lo  dancsl 
Frieie-jachet  wanta  to  dance  wilh  slammal-waial- 
coal,  but  she  ia  cor  and  recusant." 

Then  suddenly  en  a  ngin^  his  tone  of  levily  into  one 
ofdeepinterest  and  surprue,  he  exclaimed.  Queen  </ 
HeavenI  what  is  it  that  I  seel"  and  then  remained 
silent. 


Joy  the  superiority  affardcd 
barity  with  all  the  circuin- 
is  young  companion's  mind 


^^  "I  say,  Haater  Roland  Gnema"  aaid  Ihs  faloOMr, 

whsn  he  is  sp^en  to.'' 

Roland  Grama  tsmained  silent. 

"Tte  murrain  ia  in  the  boy,"  aaid  Adam  Wood- 
cock. "  ha  has  atared  oni  bia  ey«B  and  lalksd  Ui 

lis  fUs^wkaatUrmnk  off  bii  cm  «f  iriM  nd 
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mtae  lo  Ri'.luid,  who  stood  like  >  iMat,  wirh  hit 
OTM  Mgeily  bent  on  the  coun-»sM,  aujaab  AdBm 
Woodcock  wu  unable  lo  d«ieci  unoogai  ine  joyoiu 
scene  which  il  exhibited  au^i  tb>t  could  deserve 
aiefa  devoted  slieulion. 

"The  lad  is  mazedl"  and  ibe  ralconer  lo  bimieu. 

Bui  Roland  Qr»nie  had  good  rcaaone  for  bis  aiu-- 
piiie,  though  they  wen  not  nich  as  he  could  commu- 
lueatB  Id  hia  companion. 

Ilie  touch  of  the  old  miDeirel'B  inslniinenl.  (or  ht 
had  already  beeun  to  play,  bad  ilrawn  in  aeveial 
■udilors  from  the  street,  when  one  entered  the  gale 
of  the  raid,  whose  amearanceeicluBivelyBtreecedtha 
attention  of  Roland  Orame.  Hewgaol^hisown  ige, 
or  a  ftood  deal  youngw.  and  from  hi>  dress  sad  benr- 
infl  mlghi  be  of  the  seme  tank  and  calling,  having  all 
the  airof  caicombrv  and  preteasion,  which  acuorded 
with  a  handsome,  tbouKh  siiahl  end  low  EKnre,  and 
an  elegant  dress,  in  part  hid  by  >  lai^  purple  doak. 
Aa  he  entered,  he  caat  a  glance  up  to«anla  ibe  win- 
dowi,  and,  to  hia  extreme  aeioiiishniFnl,  under  the 
purple  velvet  bonnet  and  while  feather,  Roland  recoR- 
luisd  the  features  so  deoidy  impresaed  on  bis  memory, 
the  briabl  atid  clustered  treeaes,  the  lauRbinK  full  blue 
■ees,  the  weU-fonned  eyebrows,  the  nose,  with  the 
BUghlesi  possible  inclittaliaii  to  be  aquiline,  the  ruby 
lip,  of  which  an  arch  and  balf-aubpttaaed  smile 
seemed  ihe  habitual  eipresaioii— in  short,  the  form 
and  face  of  Catherine  Seyion;  in  man's  attire,  haw- 
aver,  and  mimicking,  as  il  seemed  not  unsuccesafuUy, 
the  beahntt  of  a  yauiflful  bul  forward  paee. 

"Saint  Qeo^ie  and  Saint  Andrew"'  eiclaimed 
the  maxed  Roland  Orcme  to  himself,  "was  iheie 


While  ibe  disgniad  vestal  looked  with  unabadied 
muw,  and  bold  and  lapid  glance  of  bet  eye,  thmuKk 
Ihe  various  parties  in  the  Urge  utd  loom,  Roland 
QramK  who  fell  an  internal  awkwaid  eense  af  haah- 
ful  Kinfuaion,  wbLcb  he  deemed  altogether  unworthy 
3f  Ihe  bold  and  da«hina  rharacler  Lo  ».hL...h  <--  -- 

Sued,  determined  m 
y  this  aingular  fern 


r£' 


icter  to  which  be  as- 

but  <o  meet  her  with  a  Klaoce 
•)  peneirtiing,  so  eipnasHly 

I  and  masler  of  her  tale,  and 

herself  lowanis  hiin,  at 

respectful  and  de- 


look  and  manner 


II  tar  the  suddoi 


This  was  extremely  well  planned ',  but  just  as  Ro- 
land had  called  up  ihe  knowing  glance,  the  auppietstd 
smile,  the  shrewd  inielligGni  look,  whicb  was  loni. 
Bure  his  triumph,  he  encouniered  the  bold,  firm,  aul 
steady  gale  of  his  brother  or  aiaicr  pnge^  who  castiog 
on  him  a  lalcon  glance,  and  recogni sing. him  al  once 
as  the  object  of  his  search,  walked  up  with  the  most 
unconcerned  look,  the  most  b-eeand  undaunted  com- 
posure, and  bailed  him  with  "You,  Sir  Uolly-ionI 
would  epeak  with  you." 

The  steady  coolness  and  assurance  with  which 
these  words  were  utiered,  although  the  voice  was  iha 
very  voice  he  had  beetd  at  the  old  convent,  and 
although  the  teaniics  more  nearly  resembled  those  of 

dielance,  produced,  neverlheleaa,  such  a  confualDtl  iD 
Roland's  mind,  thai  he  became  uncertain  vcbeiher  ha 
was  not  still  under  a  mistake  from  the  beginningt 
the  knowing  shrewdneas  which  elioidd  haveanimaial 
bis  vicage  laded  into  a  sheepish  bashfulness,  and  lbs 
half-Buppr(¥sed  hut  moet  intelligible  smile,  tieeame 
■he  aenselesa  gi^ls  of  one  who  laughs  to  caviihia 

"  Do  they  understand  a  Scolcb  tongue  in  thy  coua- 
try,  Holly-lot;  T'  said  this  maivelloua  aprfimen  of 
metamorptaoeia.    "  I  said  I  would  epeak  with  ibee." 

"Whal  ia  your  business  with  my  comrade,  my 
young  rhick  of  ihe  game  T'   said  Adam  Woodcock, 

wilUng  to  step  in   lo  ' '-  

tbon^  toully  at  a  lot 
disappearance  of  all  Ri 
presence  of  mind. 

"  Nothing  loyou,  my  old  cockof  the  percb."  replied 
ibegallsnii  "go  mind  your  hswks' castings.  Ii^ueaa 
by  your  bag  anil  your  gauntlet  thai  you  are  aquve  of 
the  body  10  a  sort  of  kites." 

He  laughed  aa  he  i^icdte,  and  the  laugh  reminded 
Roland  so  irreaistibly  of  ihs  hesrty  fit  of  risibiLly  in 
which  Catherine  bed  indutaed  st  his  expenae  whoi 
they  first  met  in  ibe  old  nunneir,  that  be  could  scarce 
help  eidaiming,  "Calbarine  Seyton,  by  Heavens!" 
—Ho  checked  the  eiclamatioo,  however,  and  only 
said,  "1  think,  sir,  we  two  ate  not  totally  sirangefa 
to  ench  olber.' 

"Wfl  muat  havemel  in  ourdieama  ihen,"  said  die 
youth;  "and  my  dayssretoobusytoremcmbawhtt 
ithinUnai  nights.^' 

"Or  apparenlly  to  remember  upon  one  day  ihoa) 
whom  you  may  nave  seen  on  the  preceding svV' Msl 
Roland  Grsme. 

The  youth  in  his  turn  cssi  on  him  s  loot  of  soma 
■urprisb  as  hereplieil,  "t  know  no  nxire  of  what  you 
mean  than  does  the  horse  1  tide  on— if  Iben  ha 
oflence  in  your  words,  you  shall  find  ma  as  ready  to 
lake  il  SB  any  lad  in  Loihian." 

"You  know  well,"  said  Belaud,  "thougbitpleasH 

nu  lo  use  ibe  taogitsgs  jif  a  slrsnger,  UiM  with  yon 
:an  have  no  purpose  lo  quarrel" 
"Let  me  do  mine emnd  then,  and  be  rid  of  yon," 
said  tbe  page.    "  Step  hither  this  way,  out  of  thai  old 
leathern  fiai'a  heaiing." 
Tber  walked  into  the  recess  of  the  wmdow,  whid 


rber  wdket 
dsnd  h4  Ic 


arouttd  lo  aeeif  ihey  w 

and  the  page  in  ifas  purple  mantle  Ibua  ad- 

dhkn.iakiagat  the  aame  time  from  noderbia 


sy  were  obsernd.    RoiantI 
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iT«ly  chaMd  and  over-gUded— '*I  bnug  you  this 
weapon  fh>m  a  friend,  who  RiTes  it  you  under  the 
aolemn  condition,  that  you  will  not  unsheathe  it  until 
you  are  commanded  by  your  rightful  Sovereign.  For 
jrour  warmth  of  temper  is  known,  and  the  presump- 
tion with  which  you  intrude  yourself  into  the  quar- 
rels of  others ;  and,  therefore,  this  is  laid  upon  you  as 
a  i>enance  by  those  who  wish  you  well,  and  whose 
hand  will  influence  your  destiny  for  good  or  for  evil 
This  is  what  I  was  changed  to  tell  you.  So  if  you  will 
give  a  fair  word  for  a  fair  sword,  and  pledge  your 
promise  with  band  and  glove,  good  and  well ;  and  if 
not,  I  will  carry  back  CaUburn  to  those  who  sent  it" 

**  And  may  I  not  ask  who  these  are  T  said  Rolao4 
Oraeme,  admiring  at  the  same  time  the  beauty  of  the 
weapon  thus  offered  him. 

"My  commission  in  no  way  leads  me  to  answer 
such  a  question,"  said  he  of  the  purple  mantle. 

"  But  if  I  am  ofiended,"  said  Roland,  "  may  I  not 
draw  to  defend  myself?" 

"  Not  thia  weapon,"  answered  the  sword-bearer ; 
*'but  you  have  your  own  at  command,  and,  besides, 
for  what  do  you  wear  your  poniard?" 

"  For  no  good,"  said  Adam  Woodcock,  who  had 
DOW  approached  close  to  them,  "  and  that  I  can  wit- 
ness as  well  as  any  one." 

"  Stand  back^  follow,"  said  the  messenger;  "  thou 
hast  an  intrusive  curious  face,  that  will  come  by  a 
baflFet  if  it  is  found  where  it  has  no  concern." 

"A  buffet,  my  young  Master  Malapert?"  said 
Adam,  drawing  back,  however;  "best  Keep  down 
fist,  or,  by  Our  Lady,  buffet  will  beget  buffet  I" 

"Be  patient.  Adam  Woodcock,"  said  Roland 
Grspme ;— "  ana  let  me  pray  you,  fair  sir,  since  bysuch 
addition  you  choose  for  the  present  to  be  addressed, 
may  I  not  barely  unsheathe  this  weapoui  in  pure  sim- 
plicity of  desire  to  know  whether  so  fair  a  hilt  and 
scabbard  are  matched  with  a  befitting  blade  ?" 

"  By  no  manner  of  means,"  said  the  messenger ; 
"  at  a  word,  yon  must  take  it  under  the  promise  that 
you  never  draw  it  until  you  receive  the  commands  of 
your  lawful  Sovereign,  or  you  must  leave  it  alone." 

**  Under  that  condition,  and  coming  from  your 
friendly  hand,  I  accept  of  the  sword,"  said  Roland, 
taking  it  from  his  hand ;  "  but  credit  me,  that  if  we 
are  u>  work  together  in  any  weighty  emprise,  as  I 
am  induced  to  believe,  some  confidence  and  openness 
on  your  part  will  be  necessary  to  give  the  right  im- 
pulse to  my  zeal— I  press  for  no  more  at  present,  it  is 
enough  that  you  understand  me." 

"  I  understand  you !"  said  the  page,  exhibiting  the 
aniearance  of  unfeigned  surprise  in  his  turn, —  Re- 
nounce me  if  I  do;— here  you  stand  jiggeting,  and 
aniggling,  and  looking  cunning,  as  if  there  were  some 
mifi^ty  matter  of  intrigue  and^common  understand- 
ing betwixt  you  and  me,  whom  you  never  set  your 
eyes  on  before !" 

"  What !"  said  Roland  Graeme,  "  will  you  deny  that 
we  have  met  before  ?" 

"  Marry  that  I  will,  in  any  Christian  court,"  said 
the  other  page. 

" And  win  you  also  deny,"  said  Roland,  "that  it 
was  recommended  to  us  to  study  each  others  fu- 
tures well,  that  in  whatever  disguise,  the  time  might 
impose  upon  us,  each  should  recognise  in  the  other 
the  secret  agent  of  a  mighty  work  7  Do  not  you  re- 
member, that  SisterMagdalen  and  Dame  Bridget  — 

The  messenger  here  interrupted  him,  shrugmns  tip 
his  shoulders  with  a  look  of  compassion,  Bridget 
and  Magdalen  I  why,  this  is  madness  and  dreaming  I 
Btttk  ye.  Master  HolJy-top,  your  wits  are  gone  on 
wool-nithering  \  comfort  yourself  with  a  caudle, 
thatch  your  bram-sick  noddle  with  a  woollen  night- 
cap, and  so  God  be  with  you!" 

AiB  he  concluded  this  polite  parting  address,  Adam 
Woodcock,  who  was  again  seated  by  the  table  on 
which  stood  the  now  empty  can,  said  to  him.  Will 
you  drink  a  cup,  young  man,  in  the  way  of  courtesy, 
now  vou  have  done  your  errand,  and  hsten  to  a  good 
iong?"  and  without  waiting  for  an  answer,  he  com- 
meoced  his  ditty,— 

"  The  Pope,  that  pann  Aill  of  pride. 
Hath  blinded  u  (UUlonf" 

It  is  probable  that  the  good  wine  had  made  some 
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innovation  in  the  falconer's  brain,  otherwise  he  would 
have  recollected  the  danger  of  introducing  any  thing 
like  political  or  polemical  pleasantry  into  a  public 
assemblage,  at  a  time  when  men's  minds  were  in  a 
state  of  great  irritability.  To  do  him  justice  he  per- 
ceived his  error,  and  stopped  short  so  soon  as  he  saw 
that  the  word  Pope  had  at  once  interrupted  the  sepa- 
rate conveiaations  of  the  various  parties  which  were 
assembled  in  the  apartment ;  and  that  many  began  to 
draw  themselves  up,  bridle,  look  big.  and  prepare  to 
take  part  in  the  impending  brawl ;  while  others,  more 
decent  and  cautious  persons,  hastily  paid  down  their 
la  wing,  and  pr^aredto  leave  the  place  ere  bad  should 
come  to  worse. 

And  to  worse  it  was  soon  likely  to  come ;  for  no 
sooner  did  Woodcock's  ditty  reach  the  ear  of  the 
stranger  page,  than,  uplifting  his  ridmg-rod,  he  ex- 
claimed. He  who  speaks  irreverently  of  the  Holy 
Father  of  the  Church  in  my  presence,  is  the  cub  of  a 
heretic  wolf-bitch,  and  I  will  switch  him  as  I  would  a 
mongrel  cur !" 

"  And  I  will  break  thy  young  pate,"  said  Adam,  "  if 
thou  darest  to  lift  a  finger  to  me."  And  then,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  young  Drawcansir's  threats,  with  a  stout 
heart  and  dauntless  accent,  he  again  uplifted  the 
stave, 

"  The  Pope,  that  PMsn  lUI  of  pride, 
Hath  blinded" — — ^ 

But  Adam  was  able  to  proceed  no  farther,  being 
hiinself  unfortunately  blinded  by  a  stroke  of  the  im- 
patient youth's  switch  across  his  eyes.  Enraged  at 
once  by  the  smart  and  the  indignity,  the  falconer 
started  up,  and  darkUn^  as  he  was,— for  his  eyes  wa 
tered  too  fast  to  permit  his  seeing  any  thing,— he 
would  soon  have  been  at  close  grips  with  his  insolent 
adversary,  had  not  Roland  Graeme,  contrary  to  his 
nature,  played  for  once  the  prudent  man  and  the  peace- 
maker, and  thrown  himself  betwixt  them,  imploring 
Woodcock's  patience.  "  You  know  not,"  he  sai^ 
"  with  whom  you  have  to  do. —And  thou,"  addressing 
the  messenger,  who  stood  scornfully  laughing  at 
Adam's  rage.  Ret  thee  gone,  whoever  thou  art;  if 
thou  be'st  what  I  guess  thee,  thou  well  knowest  there 
are  earnest  reasons  why  thou  ehouldst." 

"Thou  hast  hit  it  right  for  once,  Holly-top,"  said 
the  gallant,  "though  I  guess  you  drew  your  bow  at  a 
venture.— Hera  host,  let  this  yeoman  have  a  pottle  ot 
wine  to  wash  the  smart  out  of  his  eyes— and  there  is 
a  French  crown  for  him."  So  saying  he  threw  the 
piece  of  money  on  the  table,  and  left  the  apartment, 
with  a  quick  yet  steady  pace,  looking  firmly  at  right 
and  left,  as  if  to  defy  interruption :  and,  snapping  ms 
fingers  at  two  or  three  respectable  burghers,  who, 
declaring  it  was  a  shame  that  any  one  should  be  suf- 
fered to  rant  and  rufi9e  in  defence  of  the  Pope,  wece 
labouring  to  find  the  hilts  of  their  swords,  which  had 
got  for  the  present  unhappily  entangled  in  the  folds 
of  their  cloaks.  But,  as  the  adversary  was  gone  era 
any  of  them  had  reached  his  weapon,  they  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  unsheathe  cold  iron,  but  merely 
observed  to  each  other,  "This  is  more  than  masterful 
violence,  to  see  a  poor  man  stricken  in  the  face  just 
for  sinsdng  a  ballad  against  the  Whore  of  Babylon  I 
If  the  Pope's  champions  are  to  be  bangsters  in  our 
very  change-houses,  we  shall  soon  have  the  old 
shavelings  back  again." 

"  The  Provost  should  look  to  it*'  said  another,  "  and 
have  some  five  or  six  armed  with  partisans,  to  come 
in  upon  the  first  whistle,  to  teach  these  gallants  th^ 
lesson.  For,  look  you.  neighbour  Lugleather,  it  is 
not  for  decent  householders  like  ourselves  to  be  brawl- 
ing with  the  godless  grooms  and  pert  pages  of  the 
nobles,  that  are  bred  up  to  Uttle  else  save  bloodshed 
and  blasphemy." 

"  For  all  that,  neighbour,"  said  Lugleather,  *'  I 
would  have  curried  that  youngster  as  properly  as 
ever  I  curried  a  lamb's  hide,  had  not  the  hilt  of  my 
bilbo  been  for  the  instant  beyond  my  grasp;  ana 
before  I  could  turn  my  girdle,  gone  was  my  master  T* 
"Ay,"  said  the  others,  "  the  devil  go  with  him,  and 
peace  abide  with  us— I  give  my  rede,  neighbours,  that 
we  pay  the  la  wing,  and  be  stepping  homeward,  like 
brother  and  brother;  for  old  Saint  Giles's  is  tolling 
curfew,  and  the  street  grows  dangeroud  at  night. 


CHAPTER  XX: 

In  the  ttny  of  the  next  morninf^s  dawn,  there  wm 
■  loud  knocking  il  [heRiteortheliaslelty  ;  todtboM 
wiltoui,  proclBimine  tfiil  th "  ■■- ' 


-jeRMtent,  wereinitanllysdmiiied.  A  moineot  n 
two  al1eIwud^  Hichiel  wins-the-wiDd  stood  br  tat 
bed*kle  of  our  Iravdl«n. 

"Upl  tipl"  he  Baid,  "there  u  no  uuiDber  WDO* 
Hurray  h«ih  -work  sdo." 

BotE  aleepen  spnuiR  of,  and  befnn  to  dreas  tbem- 

"You,  old  friend,"  aaid  Wing-(he-wiod  to  Adam 
Woodoodi,"njus(  to  horse  insiBnily.wLthlhwpadW 
lo  the  Monke  of  Kennaquhair:  and  with  this,"  iib- 
verirH  them  aa  he  apokp,  "to  the  Knight  of  ArenH." 

"Aa  much  ae  commandinf;  the  monks  to  annul 
their  election,  I'll  wairant  me,  of  an  Abbot,"  qiiolb 
Adam  Woodcock,  aa  he  put  the  packets  into  his  baft 
"  and  charginR  my  maaier  lo  see  ii  done— TVi  haiA 
at  one  brother  with  another,  is  kss  than  feir  plaj, 

"Faish  not  thy  beard  about  it,  old  boy,"  aaid  M- 
chael,  "but  betalie  thee  to  the  aaddle  presendy;  Ibr 
re  not  obeyed  there  will  be  barej>ilb 


"  Bi;t,"  said  Adam,  "touchine  the  Ahbol  of  Uniea- 
•on— what  Bay  they  lo  that  ouibrenk  1— An  IheT  be 
ahrewiahty  diaposod,  I  weic  better  pilch  the  packtii 
to  Satan,  and  lake  the  other  aide  of  the  Border  fcr 
my  bield." 

O,  that  was  passed  otst  as  a  jal,  einre  there  H-aa 
little  harm  done.~Bui,  hark  ihee,  Adam,"  coniJDDed 
his  comrade,  "  if  there  were  a  doirn  vacant  abbaciea 
in  your  toad,  whether  of  jest  or  earnest,  reasan  or 
unreason,  draw  thou  tierer  one  of  their  milrea  oto- 
thy  browe— The  time  ia  ti"'.  Eitrng,  man  1— besides, 
our  Maiden  lonKs  to  clip  the  neck  of  a  tai  chureb- 

"  She  shall  never  sheer  mine  in  that  capacity,"  uid 
the  falconer,  while  he  knotted  the  kerchief  in  two  or 
threedoublefbtdsaroundhiaBimbuintbull-neck  calt- 
tnc  out  SI  the  psmc  time,  "Master  Roland,  Maitrr 

mew,  and,  thank  heaven  more  than  our  own  wit. 
with  our  bonea  whole,  and  without  a  stab  in  the 

Wing-th< 
le  Regrnt  h 

"Saints  and  soTTowar'  (.iclaimrd  the  falcontr— 
"  Master  Roland  Omme  to  remain  here,  and  I  lore- 
turn  to  Avc-:e[ !— Why,  it  cannot  be— the  child  canaol 
manage  himaetf  in  Ihia  wide  world  without  me.  and  I 
queaiion  if  he  will  sloop  to  any  other  whistle  than 
mine  own;  the>«  are  limei  I  myaelf  can  hardly  bring 

Ii  waa  at  Roland'a  loninie'a  end  lo  say  aomeihiiii 
concerning  the  occasion  they  had  for  tiling  muinaltf 
each  other's  prudence,  but  the  real  anxiely  whica 
Adam  evinced  at  parting  with  him,  took  away  faii 
disposition  to  such  imgrscnua  raillery.  The  falcontr 
dk]  not  altoaether  escape,  however,  tea,  in  Iiunina  hii 
face  tomns  the  lattice,  hia  friend  Michael  caughta 
glimpse  ofit,  and  eiclaimed,  "I  prithee,  Adam  Wood- 
cock, what  boat  thou  been  doing  with  these  cyn  of 
thinel    They  are  awelled  to  the  atarting  front  the 

"Naught  in  ihe  world,"  aaid  he,  after  caaiinsa  da- 
precating  glance  at  Roland  Omms,  "but  the  ^fect  <f 
aleering  m  dua  d— d  truckle  wilhoat  a  pillow." 

"Why,  Adam  Woodcock,  thou  must  be  newi 
■trangdy  dainty,"  aaid  hia  old  coinpanioni  T ha** 
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known  thee  sleep  all  niisfat  with  no  better  pillow  than 
t  bosh  of  lin&  and  start  up  v^lh  the  sun,  as  gleg  as 

a  fiilcon ;  ananow  thine  eyes  resemble" 

^'Tush,  man,  what  signifies  how  mine  eyes  look 
nowT'  said  Adam— "let  us  but  roast  a  crab-apple, 
poor  a  pottle  of  ale  on  it,  and  bathe  our  throats  withal, 
thou  ahalt  see  a  change  in  me." 

"And  thou  wilt  be  in  heart  to  sing  the  jolly  ballad 
about  the  Pope,"  said  his  comrade. 

*'  A7i  that  I  will"  replied  the  falconer,  "  that  is, 
when  we  have  left  this  quiet  town  Me  miles  behind  us, 
if  ron  will  take  your  hoboy  and  ride  so  far  on  my  wav. 

^  Nay,  that  I  may  not,^'  said  Michael—"  I  can  out 
stop  to  partake  your  morning's  draught,  and  see  you 
fainy  to  horse— 1  will  see  that  they  saddle  them,  and 
toast  the  crab  for  thee,  without  loss  of  time." 

Durins  his  absence  the  falconer  took  the  page  by 
the  hand—"  May  I  never  hood  hawk  again,"  said  the 
good-natured  fellow,  "if  I  am  not  as  sorry  to  part 
with  you  as  if  you  were  a  child  of  mine  own,  craving 
pardon  for  the  freedom— I  cannot  tell  what  makes 
me  love  you  so  much,  unless  it  be  for  the  reason  that 
I  loved  the  vicious  devil  of  a  brown  galloway  nag, 
whom  my  master  the  Knight  called  Satan,  tiu  Mas- 
ter Warden  changed  his  name  to  Seyton ;  for  he  said 
it  was  over  boldness  to  call  a  beast  after  the  King  of 
Darkness" 

."And,"  said  the  page,/* it  was  over  boldness  in 
him,  I  trow,  to  call  a  vicious  brute  after  a  noble 
iaSly." 

"Well,"  proceeded  Adam,  "Seyton  or  Satan,  I 
loved  that  nag  over  every  otnor  norse  in  the  stable- 
There  was  no  sleeping  on  his  back— he  was  for  ever 
fidgeting,  bolting,  reanog,  biting,  kicking,  and  giving 
you  work  to  do,  and  may  be  the  measure  of  your  back 
on  the  heather  to  the  boot  of  it  alL  And  I  thmk  I  love 
you  better  than  any  lad  in  the  casde,  for  the  scdf-same 
qualities." 

"Thanks,  thanks,  kind  Adam.  I  reg&rd  myself 
bound  to  you  for  the  good  estimation  in  which  you 
hold  me." 

"Nay,  interrupt  me  not,"  said  the  falconer—"  Satan 
was  a  good  nag— But,  i  say,  I  think  I  shall  csU  the 
two  eyasses  after  you,  the  one  Roland  and  the  other 
Qr9me ;  and;  while  Adam  Woodcock  lives,  be  sure 
you  have  a  fnend— Here  is  to  tliea  my  dear  son." 

Roland  most  heartily  returned  the  grasp  of  the 
hand,  and  Woodcock,  having  taken  a  deep  draught, 
continued  his  farewell  speech. 

"  There  are  three  things  I  warn  you  against,  Ro- 
land, now  that  you  are  to  tread  this  weary  world  with- 
out my  experience  to  assist  you.  In  the  first  place, 
never  draw  dagger  on  slight  occaaon— every  man's 
doublet  is  not  so  well  BtaBed  as  a  certain  abbot's  that 

Sa  Mfot  ot  Secondly,  fly  not  at  every  pretty  girl, 
e  a  merlin  at  a  thrush — you  will  not  always  wm  a 
gold  chain  for  your  labour— and,  by  the  way,  here  I  re- 
turn to  you  your  fanfarona— keep  it  close,  it  is  weighty, 
and  may  boMfit  fou  at  a  pinch  more  ways  than  one. 
Thirdly,  and  to  conclude,  as  our  worthy  preacher  says, 
beware  of  the  pottle-pot— it  has  drenched  the  judg- 
ment of  wiser  men  than  you.  I  could  bring  some  in- 
stances of  it,  but  I  dare  say  it  needeth  not ;  for  if  you 
should  forget  youf  own  mishaps,  you  will  scarce  fail 
to  rememoer  mine— And  so  fiuewell,  my  dear  son." 

Rolsnd  returned  his  fi^ood  wishes,  and  failed  not  to 
send  his  humble  duty  to  his  kind  Lady,  charging  the 
ialooner.  at  the  ssme  time,  to  express  his  regret  that 
be  should  have  ofiended  her.  and  his  determination 
io  to  bear  him  in  the  world  that  she  would  not  be 
•shamed  of  the  generous  protection  she  had  afforded 
him. 

.The  falconer  embraced  his  young  friend,  mounted 
his  stout,  roimd-made  trotting  nag,  which  the  serving- 
man,  who  had  attended  him,  held  ready  at  the  door, 
and  took  the  road  to  the  southward.  A  sullen  and 
heavy  sotmd  echoed  from  the  horse's  feet,  as  if  indi- 
cating the  sorrow  of  the  good-natured  rider.  Every 
hoof-tread  seemed  to  tap  upon  Roland's  heart  as  he 
heard  his  comrade  withdraw  with  so  Httle  of  his  usual 
alert  activity,  and  lelt  that  he  was  once  more  alone  in 
the  world. 

He  was  roused  from  his  reverie  by  Bfichael  Wing- 
th^-wiod,  who  reoiindsd  him  that  it  was  necessary 


OiOY  should  instantly  retom  to  the  palace,  as  my 
Lord  Rfgent  went  to  the  Sessions  early  in  the  mom- 
mg.  liiey  went  thither  accordingly,  and  Wing-the- 
wmd,  a  favourite  old  domestic,  who  was  admitted 
nearer  to  the  Regent's  person  and  privacy,  than  many 
whose  posto  were  more  ostensible,  soon  introduced 
Oneme  into  a  small  matted  chamber,  where  he  had 
an  audience  of  the  present  head  of  the  troubled  State 
of  Scotland.  The  Earl  of  Murray  was  clad  in  a  sad- 
coloured  rooming-gown,  with  a  cap  and  slippere  (^ 
the  same  cloth,  but;  even  in  this  easy  deshabille,  held 
his  sheathed  rapier  in  his  hand,  a  precaution  which  he 
adopted  when  receiving  strangers,  ratherin  compliance 
with  the  earnest  remonstrances  of  his  friends  and 
partisans,  than  from  any  personal  apprehensions  of 
his  own.  He  answered  with  a  silent  nod  the  resp^t- 
ful  obeisance  of  the  page,  and  took  one  or  two  turns 
through  the  small  apartment  in  alence,  fixing  his 
keen  eye  on  Roland,  as  if  he  wished  to  penetrate  into' 
his  very  soul.  At  length  he  broke  silence. 
"  Your  name  is,  I  think,  Julian  Graeme  1" 
"  Roland  Greme,  my  lord,  not  Julian,"  replied  the 
page. 

Right— I  was  misled  by  some  trick  of  my  memory 
—Roland  Graeme,  from  the  Debateable  Land.— Ro- 
land;  thou  knowest  the  duties  which  belong  to  a  lady's 
service  T" 

"I  should  know  them,  my  lord,"  replied  Roland. 
"  having  been  bred  so  near  the  person  of  my  Lady  or 
Avenel  j  but  I  trust  never  more  to  practise  them,  as 

the  Kmght  hath  promised" 

"Be  silent,  young  man,"  said  the  Regent ;  "I  am 
to  speak,  and  you  to  hear  and  obey.  It  is  necessary 
that,  for  some  space  at  least,  you  shall  again  enter 
into  the  service  of  a  lady,  who,  in  rank,  hath  no  equal 
in  Scotland;  and  this  service  accomplished,  I  ghre 
thee  my  word  as  Kni^t  and  Prinoe,  that  it  shall  op&k 
to  you  a  course  of  ambition,  such  as  may  well  gratify 
the  aspiring  wishes  of  one  whom  dreumstnnc^es  en- 
Utle  to  entertain  much  higher  views  than  thou.  I  will 
take  thee  into  my  household  and  near  to  my  person, 
or,  at  your  own  choice,  I  will  give  vou  the  command 
of  a  foot-company— either  is  a  preferment  which  the 
proudest  laird  in  the  land  might  be  glad  to  ensure  fat 
a  second  son." 

"May  I  presume  to  ask,  my  ford,"  said  Roland, 
observing  the  Earl  paused  for  a  reply,  "to  whom  my 
poor  services  are  in  the  firat  place  destined  T' 

"  You  will  be  told  hereafter,"  said  the  Regent ;  and 
then,  as  if  overcorain;i  some  internal  reluctance  to 
speak  further  himself,  he  added,  "  or  why  should  I 
not  myself  tell  .you,  that  you  are  about  to  enter  into 
the  service  of  a  most  illustrious— most  unhappy  lady 
—into  the  service  of  Mary  of  Scotland." 

"  Qf  the  Queen,  my  lord !"  said  the  page,  unable  to 
repress  his  surprise. 

^'  Of  her  who  was  the  CLueen  f  said  Murray,  with 
a  singular  mixture  of  displeasure  and  embarrassment 
in  his  tone  of  voice.  "You  must  be  aware,  young 
man,  that  her  son  reigns  in  her  stead." 

He  sijdied  from  an  emotion,  partly  natural  perhaps^ 
and  partly  assumed. 

"And  am  I  to  attend  upon  her  Grace  in  her  place 
of  imprisonment,  my  bra  7"  again  demanded  the 
page,  with  a  straightforward  and  hardy  simplicity, 
wbicn  somewhat  disconcerted  the  sage  and  powerful 
Statesman.  ,  ,, 

"  She  is  not  imprisoned,"  answered  Murray,  an- 
grily: "God  forbid,  she  should -she  is  only  sequw- 
trated  from  state  afiaira,  and  from  the  busmess  of  the 
public,  until  the  world  be  so  eltectually  settted,  that 
she  may  eixjoy  her  natural  and  uncontrolled  freedom, 
without  her  royal  disposition  being  exposed  to  the 
practices  of  wicked  and  designing  men. ,  It  is  for  this 
purpose,"  he  added,  "  that  while  she  is  to  be  furmshed, 
as  right  is,  with  such  attendance  as  may  befit  her 
present  secluded  state,  it  becomes  necessary  that 
those  placed  around  her,  are  persons  on  whose  pru- 
dence 1  can  have  reliance.  You  see,  therefore,  you 
are  at  once  called  on  te  disoharge  an  office  most 
honourable  in  itsdf;  and  so  to  discharge  it  thatyon 
may  make  a  friend  of  the  Regent  of  Scotland.  Then 
art.  I  have  been  told,  a  singularly  apprehensive  youth  i 
and  I  peresive  by  thy  look,  that  thou  dost  already  un- 
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deraund  what  I  nould  say  on  this  mattei.    In  this   shall  itrave  >■ 
schedule  rout  particular  pojiiu  of  dntf  are  sal  down    wluch.of  alloihi--,- 
at  lengtb— but  the  lum  required  of  you  is  fidfUly— I    inimical  to  us.    Had 


the  west— wilh  Hamilton.  Seyion,  with 
the  like.  Il  is  tnie  that  niy  gracious  aie 
upon  ihe  ill  clinncee  that  liave  hanual  t 
this  poor  kingdom,  rtom  e 


bam  devoted  10  ba,  and 

,    .    ._ -> been  waiy.  aba  troali 

.. . are^    have  been  purveyei)  of  ■  paps  as  miich  to  her  pnnnas 

rmpl  wbich  is  made,  or    as  her  wuiing-damsel.    I  near  a  mmour  that  an  oU 

._    — : — id  Romiah  pilgiimei,  who  pasaeafor  at  leaB  half 

them,  was  employed  to  find  a  Gt  mA- 


°hoTa"ve'b 


^"o?  r 


r   jccl." 


abuaed  her  toyal  ni 


•e  in  lime  paBi.halb  deter 


_  _, herself  from 

it  ia  our  duty,  as  acting  far,  and 

infant  nephew,  to  KUat3  against  the  eyits  which  may 

!S"io""'v?hTrefo!^"il''mi1'^bp'ihydIlly^/ 
and  report  to  our  lady  mother,  whose  ^eat  0 
a  for  Ehe  preaent,  whatever  may  infer  a  dispo 
withdraw  her  person  from  the  place  of  sec_..  ,  ... 
which  she  ia  lodged,  or  fo  open  communication  with 
those  without  If,  however,  your  observation  should 
J "--ng  of  weight, ---■  --'---'- ' 


au^zcion,  Ikii  i 


le  direcdy,  ar 
If  there 


fiiUy.andai 


1  belted  eatl,  thy 

ide  an  obeiaance,  and  was  about 


Roland  Gnei 

The  Rarlsiniediohim  loremaia.  "I  have  ttuat- 
•a-ineedeeply7'  he  said,  "young  man,  fortliouart  the 
only  one  of  her  auiie  who  has  been  sent  to  her  by  mj 
own  reoommendation.    Her  gentlewomen  are  of  hei 

that  privilege,  thraigh  aome  there  were  who  reckoned 

iindsome.    Mingle  in  [heir  fc3lieB,and  aeeiheyi 

not  deeper  designs  under  the  appearance  of  female 
laviiy— if  they  do  mine,  do  thou  countermine.  For 
the  reel,  bear  all  decorum  and  ies)>ec[  to  the  person  of 
thy  mislTCBS— gho  is  a  priiKesa,  though  a  mo 

happy  one,  aud  hath  been  a  queen,  IhouEh 

no  lonrier  such.    Pay,  Ibereforc,  to  her  all ! 
respect,  consistent  with  tJiy  fidelity  to  the 


then  added,  "1  coulc 
more  gentle  noble." 


piUBi  be  riven  wiih  the  rugga . „, 

la  10  be  her  page  1— My  Kord  Regent  bath  doublleaa 
tnsltiicted  you,  young  man,  how  you  shall  guide  your- 
self in  theae  matters ;  I  will  add  but  a  litUe  hint  on 
mv  pan.  You  are  going  to  the  castle  of  a  Douglas, 
wbetB  treachery  never  thrives— the  Srat  moment  of 
nuffiicion  will  be  the  last  of  your  life.  My  kinsman, 
Wilham  Douglas,  understands  no  raillery,  and  if  he 
once  have  cause  to  think  you  false,  you  Vid\  wnver  in 
the  wind  from  Ihe  cBaileballlementa  ere  the  aun  set 
apon  his  aDKar.— And  is  the  lady  10  have  an  almoner 
withal  r' 

"OccastODatlv',  Douglae"  said  the  Regent;  "it 
were  bard  [0  deny  the  spiritual  consolatian  which  she 
thinks  essential  to  her  solvalion." 

"You  are  ever  100  Boft-hearled,  my  lord— What  I  a 
false  priest  to  communicate  her  lamenlationa,  not  only 
to  our  unlnenda  in  Scotland,  but  to  the  Ouisea,  to 
Rome,  lo  Spain,  and  I  know  not  where  I" 

•  Fear  not,"  said  the  Reaenl,  "we  will  Uke  SQch 
order  that  no  treachery  shall  happen." 

iithen,"aaid  Morion  i  "  you  know  my 
' —  the  wench  you  hare  coDaeatM  liw  : 


e  have  escaped  that  danger  at  least,"  said  Hd- 
and  convened  il  into  a  point  of  adTaaiage,  by 
ig  Ibia  boy  of  Glerulinni OS's— and  for  ber  wait- 
imsel,  you  cannoi  grudge  tier  one  poor  moidan 
1  of  her  four  noble  Marys,  and  all  their  silken 

;are  nei  so  much  for  the  wailing- maiden,"  said 
Ti.  "but  I  rannol  brook  the  almoiier— 1  think 
ire  much  like  each  other. 


u  Sfnox,  who  m 
nbiiious  of  bccoiuui 


ifiheAbberlaad^ 
sof  Rome,  which 


isqMAu,hA 


e  whether  the  words  w_ 

.  in  derision,  of  the  plan  1 

Tuming  then  to  RolM 


the   Scotiish  RefonnerV     „ 

Grsme,  as  if  he  thought  he  had  been  lone  enoaah  • 
witness  of  this  conversation,  he  bade  him  gn  him 
presently  lo  horec,  since  my  Loni  of  Lindesay  wis 
already  mounted.  The  page  made  his  reverence,  aid 
left  the  apartment. 

Guided  by  Michael  Wing- Ihe- wind,  Ue  fixmd  kii 
horse  ready  saddled  and  prepared  for  the  joumsym 
front  of  the  palace  porch,  where  hovered  about  a  scan 
of  men-al-arms,  whose  leader  showed  no  amailaymp- 
loms  of  burly  impalietice. 

"Is  ibis  Ihe  jackanspe  page  for  whom  we  hive 
wsitedlhuetongr'ssidhetoWing-thewind.— "And 
my  Lord  Rnlhven  will  reach  Ihe  caslle  long  befiicv 


xl  by  the 


id  thai  the  boy  had  baa 


BiideaU* 

•Iward" 

BOdbi 


~^  ..  ..  ..., attendant-,     

ssid  he,  "  take  the  gallant  into  your  charge 
bim  speak  with  no  one  else." 

He  then  addressed,  by  Ihe  title  of  Sir  Robett,  an 
elderly  and  respectable-lookbig  gentlanaii,  the  only 
one  of  Ihe  party  who  teemed  above  Ihe  rank  of  ars- 
domealic,  and,  observed  that  they  must  gel 
with  all  speed. 

ilhia  discouree.  and  while  they  were  riding 
one  [he  street  of  [he  euburb.  Roland  hM 
lamine  more  accuralcly  Ih^  looks  ondfigun 

Lord  Lindesay  of  the  Byrea  was  ralber  toncbed 

'-—'^-—-"  showed  him  fully  equal  to  all  iheeiei- 

^sof  wsr.    His  ihifffc  eyebrows  now 
I,  lowered  over  lai^  eyes  liilt  of  dark 


lymiz 


I  daricer  frani  the  1 
d  harsh,  had  ibar 


— „ „ ..._  ™ banto. 

These  features,  naturally  calculated  lo  eipmas  the 
'"iherpeesions,  were  shaded  by  an  cfien  aled  o 


K 


;.isi'dl 


3lt  Ihe  black  aitd  ninied  b 
n,  and  lolally  hid  Ihe  lower 
real  of  hia  dies*  was  a  lo< 
e  been  lined  wiih  nik  and 


S,*a 


'bicii  felt  the  black  aitd  ninied  beard  of 

*  lolally  hid  ihe  lower  dbr  tf 

ditw*  was  a  loooe  bnn'-coK 


travel,  and  damaged  wiih  ctiU  received  probaUy  in 
bailie.  It  covered  a  corriet,  whkh  had  once  beat  at 
polished  sieel,  fairly  gilded,  but  waa  now  •omewhat 
injured  with  rust.  A  Swoid  of  antique  make  and  nft> 
-ommon  Biie,  framed  10  be  wielded  with  both  fasodi^ 
..  kind  of  weapon  which  waa  then  beonniDg  to  m 
onl  oT  use,  hung  bom  Us  aeck  in  ■  baldric^  sod  waa 
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!S 


dkpofwl  as  to  travane  hit  whole  ponoo,  the  huge 

t  appearinjc  over  his  left  shoulder,  and  the  point 

reachins  well  nigh  to  the  right  heel,  and  jarring 
against  nis spur  ashe  walked.  This  unwieldy  weapon 
CDuld  only  be  unsheathed  by  palling  the  handle  over 
the  left  shoulder— for  no  human  arm  was  Ions  enough 
to  dLraw  it  in  the  usual  manner.  The  whole  equip- 
ment was  that  of  a  rude  warrior,  negligent  of  his  ex- 
tenor  even  to  misanthropical  snllenness;  and  the 
short,  harsh,  haughty  tone,  which  he  used  towards 
his  attendants,  belonged  to  the  same  unpolished 
character. 

The  personage  who  rode  with  Lord  Lindesay.  at  the 
bead  of  the  party,  was  an  absolute  contrast  to  him,  m 
maimer,  form,  and  features.  His  thin  and  silky  hair 
was  already  white,  thoiudi  he  seemed  not  above  forty- 
five  or  fifty  years  old.  His  tone  of  voice  was  soft  and 
iiisinuaiing--hiB  form  thin,  spare,  and  bent  by  an 
habitual  stoop — his  pale  cheek  was  expressive  of 
shrewdness  and  intfsUigence— his  eye  was  quick 
thousrh  pladd,  and  his  whole  demeanour  mild  and 
conciliatory.  He  rode  an  ambling  nasL  such  as  wer9 
used  by  ladies,  clergymen,  or  others  ot  peaceful  pro- 
feanons — wore  a  riding  habit  of  black  velvet,  with  a 
cap  and  feather  of  the  same  hue,  fostened  iq>  by  a 
golden  medal— and  for  shaw,  and  as  a  mark  of  rank 
rather  than  for, use,  carried  a  walking  sword,  (as  the 
short  light  rapiers  were  called,)  without  any  other 
arms,  onensive  or  defensive. 

The  party  had  now  quitted  the  town,  and  proceeded, 
at  a  steady  trot,  towards  the  west— As  thev  prose- 
cuted their  journey,  Roland  Oneme  would  gladly  have 
learned  something  of  its  purpose  and  tendency,  but 
the  countenance  of  the  personage  next  to  whom  he 
had  been  placed  in  the  tnin,  discouraged  sll  approach 
to  fomiliarity.    The  Baron  himself  did  not  look  more 
grim  and  inaccessible  than  his  feudal  retainer,  whose 
grisly  beard  fell  over  his  mouth  like  the  portcullis  be- 
rore  the  gate  of  a  castle,  as  if  for  the  puipose  of  pre- 
venting the  escspe  of  any  word,  of  which  absolute 
necessity  did  not  demand  the  utterance.    The  rest  of 
the  train  seemed  under  the  'same  taciturn  influence, 
and  journeyed  on  without  a  word  being  exchanjgied 
amongst  tnem- more  like  a  troop  of  Carthusian  fnars 
than  a  party  of  military  retainers.  Roland  (3neme  was 
surprised  at  this  extremity  of  discipline :  for  even  in 
the  household  of  the  Knight  of  Avenel,  though  some- 
what distinguished  for  the  accuracy  with  which  de- 
eorum  was  enforced,  a  Journey  was  a  period  of  license, 
during  which  jest  and  song,  and  every  thing  within 
the  limits  of  becoming  mirth  and  pastime,  was  freely 
permit  ted.    This  unusual  silence  was^  however,  so  far 
acceptable,  that  it  gave  him  time  to  bring  any  shadow 
of  jud^rment  which  be  possessed  to  council  on  his  own 
■tnation  and  prospects,  which  would  have  appeared 
to  any  reasonable  person  in  the  highest  degree  dan- 
SBTOus  and  perplexing. 

It  was  quite  evident  that  he  had,  through  various 
dreomstances  not  under  his  own  control,  formed 
contradictory  connexions  with  both  the  contending 
factions,  by  whose  strife  the  kinsdom  was  distracted, 
without  being  properly  an  adherent  of  either.  It 
seemed  also  clear,  that  the  same  situation  in  the  house- 
hold of  the  deposed  Queen,  to  which  he  was  now 
promoted  by  the  influence  of  the  Regent,  had  been 
destined  to  him  by  his  enthusiastic  grandmother, 
Ha^alen  Graeme;  for  on  this  subject,  the  words 
which  Morton  had  dropped  had  been  a  ray  of  light ; 
yet  it  was  no  less  clear  tiiat  these  two  persons,  the 
one  the  declared  enemy,  the  other  the  enthusiastic 
votary,  of  the  Catholic  religion,— the  one  at  the  head 
of  the  King's  new  government,  the  other,  who  re- 
garded that  goverament.as  a  criminal  usurpation, — 
most  have  required  and  expected  very  diffo^nt  ser- 
vices from  the  mdividual  whom  they  had  thus  united 
in  recommending.  It  reouired  very  Htile  reflection  to 
foresee  that  these  contradictory  claims  on  his  service 
might  speedily  place  him  in  a  situation  where  his 
honour  as  well  as  his  life  might  be  endangered.  ,  But 
it  was  not  in  Roland  Grcme's  nature  to  anticipate 
evil  before  it  came,  or  to  prepare  to  combat  difficulties 
bdbre  they  arrived.  "I  will  see  this  beautiful  and 
onfortunate  Mary  Stewart,"  he  said,  **of  whom  we 
famve  heard  so  much,  and  than  there  will  be  time 


enough  to  determine  whether  I  will  be  kingsman  or 
queensman.  None  of  them  can  say  I  have  given 
word  or  promise  to  either  of  their  foctions ;  for  they 
have  led  me  up  and  down  like  a  blind  Billy,  without 
giving  me  any  light  into  what  I  was  to  do.  But  it  was 
lucky  that  gnm  Douglas  came  into  the  Regent's 
closet  this  mommg^  otherwise  I  had  never  got  free  of 
him  without  pbghtmg  my  troth  to  do  all  the  Earl 
would  have  me,  which  seemed,  after  all,  but  foul  play 
to  the  poor  imprisoned  lady,  to  place  her  page  as  an 
espial  on  her." 

Skipping  thus  lishtly  over  a  matter  of  such  conse- 
quence, the  thoughts  of  the  hairbrain^  boy  went  a 
wool-gathering  after  more  agreeable  topica  Now  he 
admired  the  Gothic  towers  of  Barnbougle,  rising  from 
the  sea-beaten  rock,  and  overlooking  one  of  the  most 
glonous  landscapes  in  Scotland— ana  now  he  began 
to  consider  what  notable  sport  for  the  hounds  anothe 
hawks  must  be  afforded  by  the  variegated  ground 
over  which  they  travelled— and  now  he  compared  the 
steady  and  dull  trot  at  which  they  were  then  prose- 
cuting their  journey,  with  the  delight  ofsweepingover 
hul  and  dale  in  pursuit  of  his  favourite  sports.  As, 
under  the  influence  of  these  joyous  recollections,  he 
gave  his  horse  the  n>ur,  and  made  him  execute  a 
gambade,  ho  instantly  incurred  the  censure  of  hit 
grave  neighbour,  who  hinted  to  him  to  keep  the  pac& 
and  move  quietly  and  in  order,  unless  he  wished  such 
notice  to  be  taken  of  his  eccentric  movements  as  was 
likely  to  be  very  displeasing  to  him. 

The  rebuke  and  the  restraint  under  which  the  youth 
now  found  himself,  brought  back  to  his  recollection 
his  late  good-humoured  and  accommodating  asso- 
ciate and  guide,  Adam  Woodcock :  and  from  that  topic 
his  imagination  made  a  short  flight  to  Avenel  Castle^ 
to  the  quiet  and  unconflned  life  of  its  inhabitants,  the 
goodu'jss  of  his  early  protectress,  not  forgetting  the 
denizens  of  its  stables,  kennels,  and  hawk-mews.  In 
a  brief  space,  all  these  subjects  of  meditatioi\gave  way 
to  the  remembrance  of  that  riddle  of  womankind, 
Catherine  Seyton,  who  appeared  before  the  eye  of  his 
mind — now  in  her  female  form— now  in  her  male 
attire — now  in  both  at  once — like  some  strange  dream, 
which  presents  to  us  the  same  individual  under  two 
different  characters  at  the  same  instant.  Her  my- 
terious  present  also  recurred  to  his  recollection— the 
sword  which  he  now  wore  at  bis  side,  and  which  he 
was  not  to  draw,  save  by  command  of  his  legitimate 
Sovereign  !  But  the  key  of  this  mysterv  he  judged 
he  was  likely  to  find  in  the  Issue  of  his  present  journey. 
With  such  thoughts  passing  through  his  mind, 
Roland  Graeme  accompanied  the  party  of  Lord  Linde- 
say to  the  ^ueen's-Peny,  which  they  passed  in  ves- 
sels that  lay  in  readiness  for  them.  They  encountered 
no  adventure  whatever  in  their  passage,  excepting 
one  horse  being  lamed  in  getting  into  the  boat,  an 
incident  very  common  on  such  occasions,  until  a  few 
years  ago,  when  the  Ferry  was  completely  rng^ated. 
What  was  more  peculiarly  characteristic  of  the  olden 
age,  was  the  discharge  of  a  culverin  at  the  party  from 
the  battlements  of  the  old  castle  of  Rosytne,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Perry,  the  lord  of  which  happened  to 
have  some  public  or  private  quarrel  with  the  Lord 
Lindesay,  and  look  this  mode  of  expressing  his  re- 
sentment. The  insult,  however,  as  it  was  harmless, 
remained  unnoticed  and  unrevenged.  nor  did  any 
thing  else  occur  worth  notice  until  the  band  had  come 
where  Lochleven  spread  its  magnificent  sheet  of 
waters  to  the  beams  of  a  bright  summer  sun. 

The  ancient  castle,  which  occupies  an  island  nearly 
in  the  centre  of  the  lake,  recalled  to  the  page  that  of 
Avenel,  in  which  he  had  been  nurtured.  But  the  lake 
was  much  larger,  and  adorned  with  several  islets  be- 
sides that  on  which  the  fortress  was  situated;  and 
instead  of  being  embosomed  in  hills  like  that  of  Ave- 
nel, had  upon  the  southern  side  only  a  splendid  moun- 
tainous screen,  being  the  descent  of  one  of  the  Lo- 
mond hills,  and  on  the, other  was  surrounded  by  the 
extensive  and  fertile  plain  of  Kinross.  Roland  Gneme 
looked  with  some  degree  of  dismay  on  the  water-gir- 
dled fortress,  which  then,  as  now,  consisted  only  of 
one  large  Donjon-keep,  surrounded  with  a  court-yard* 
with  two  round  flanking- towers  at  the  angles,  which 
contained  within  its  dretnt  some  other  bufloings  of 
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inienor  importance.  A  lew  old  trees,  chieterad  to- 
gether, near  the  cattle,  gave  some  relief  to  the  ab  of  de- 
solate seclusion ;  but  yet  the  pa«&  while  he  gazed  upon 
a  bmlding  so  sequestrated,  could  not  but  feel  for  the 
•itaation  of  a  captive  Princess  doomed  to  dwell  there, 
as  well  as  for  his  own.  "I  roust  have  been  bom,"  he 
thought.  "  under  the  star  that  presides  over  ladies  and 
lakes  of  water,  for  I  cannot  by  any  means  escape 
fVom  the  service  of  the  one,  or  from  dwelling  in  the 
other.  But  if  they  allow  me  not  the  fair  freedom  of 
my  sport  and  exercise,  they  shall  find  it  as  hard  to 
confine  a  wild-drake,  as  a  youth  who  can  swim  like 


one. 

The  band  had  now  reached  the  edge  of  the  water, 
and  one  of  the  party  advancing  displayed  Lord  Linde- 
8ay*s  pennon,  waving  it  repeatedly  to  and  fro,  while 
that  Baron  himself  blew  a  clamorous  blast  on  his 
bugje.  A  banner  was  presently  displayed  from  the 
roof  of  the  castle  in  reply  to  these  signals,  and  one  or 
two  figures  were  seen  busied  as  if  unmooring  a  boat 
whichlay  close  to  the  islet. 

"  It  will  be  some  time  ere  they  can  reach  us  with 
the  boatj"  said  the  companion  of  the  Lord  Ltndesay : 
"  should  wo  not  do  well  to  proceed  to  the  town,  and 
array  ourselves  in  some  better  order,  ere  we  appear 
before" 

"You  may  do  as  yon  list.  Sir  Robert,"-  replied 
Lindesay,  "I  have  neither  time  nor  temper  to  waste 
on  such  vanities.  She  has  cost  me  many  a  hard  ride, 
and  must  not  now  take  ofllence  at  the  thread-bare 
cloak  and  soiled  doublet  that  I  am  arrayed  in.  It  is 
the  livery  to  which  she  has  brought  all  Scotland." 

**Do  not  speak  so  harshly,"  said  Sir  Robert;  *'if 
she  hath  done  wrong,  she  hath  dearly  abyed  it ;  and 
in  losing  all  real  power,  one  would  not  deprive  her 
of  the  little  external  homage  due  at  once  to  a  lady 
and  a  princess." 

*'  I  say  to  you  once  more,  Sir  Robert  Melville,"  re- 
plied Lindesay,  **do  as  you  will— for  me,  I  am  now 
too  old  to  dink  myself  as  a  gallant  to  grace  the  bower 
of  dames. 

**  The  bower  of  dames,  my  lord !"  said  Kelvilleu 
looking  at  the  rude  old  tower— '* is  it  yon  dark  and 
grated  castle,  the  prison  of  a  captive  Queen,  to  which 
you  give  so  gay  a  name?" 

"Name  it  as  you  list,"  replied  Lindesay ;  "had  the 
Regent  desired  to  send  an  envoy  capable  to  speak  to 
a  captive  Queen,  there  are  many  gallants  in  his  court 
who  would  have  courted  the  occasion  to  make 
speeches  ont  of  Amadis  of  GwaL  or  the  Mirror  of 
&niffhthopa.  Bat  when  he  sent  blunt  old  Lmdesay, 
he  knew  he  would  apeak  to  a  misguided  woman,  as 
her  former  misdoings  and  her  present  state  renider 
necessary.  I  sought  not  this  employment— it  has 
been  thrust  upon  me :  and  I  will  not  cumber  myself 
with  more  form  in  the  discharge  of  it,  than  needs 
must  be  tacked  to  such  an  occupation." 

So  saying.  Lord  Lindesay  threw  himself  from  horse- 
back, and,  wrapping  his  riding-cloak  around  him,  lay 
down  at  lazy  length  upon  the  sward,  to  await  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Doat,  which  was  now  seen  rowing  from 
the  castle  towards  the  shore.  Sir  Robert  Melville, 
who  had  also  dismounted,  walked  at  short  turns  to 
and  fro  imon  the  bank,  his  arms  crossed  on  his  breast, 
oAen  looking  to  the  castle,  and  displaying  in  his  coun- 
tenance a  mixture  of  sorrow  and  of  anxiety.  The  rest 
of  the  party  sate  like  statues  on  horseback,  without 
moving  so  much  fta  the  points  of  their  lances,  which 
they  held  upright  in  the  air.    ' 

As  soon  as  th^  boat  approached  a  rude  quay  or 
landing-place,  n#ar  to  which  they  had  stationed 
themselves,  Lord  Lindesay  started  up  from  his  re- 
cumbent posture,  and  asked  the  person  who  steered, 
why  he  had  not  brought  a  larger  boat  with  him  to 
transport  his  retinue. 

"  So  please  you,"  replied  the  boatman,  "  because  it 
is  the  order  of  our  lady,  that  we  bring  not  to  the  caa- 
tle  more  than  four  persons." 

"  lliy  lady  is  a  wise  woman,"  said  Lindesay,  "  to 
■ospect  me  of  treachery !— Or,  had  I  intended  it,  what 
la  to  hinder  us  from  throwing  you  and  your  comrades 
mto  the  lake,  and  filling  the  boat  with  my  own  fel- 
loe ateersman,  on  hearing  thia,  made  a  hasty  sig- 


nal to  his  men  to  back  their  oars,  and  hM  off 
the  shore  which  they  were  approaching. 

"Why,  thou  ass,*^  said  Lindesay,  "thoa  didst  not 
think  that  I  meant  thy  fool's  head  serious  hann  t 
Hark  thee,  friend— with  fewer  than  three  servants  I 
will  go  no  whither— Sir  Robert  Melvflle  will  require 
at  least  the  attendance  of  one  domestic ;  and  it  wiU 
be  at  your  peril  and  your  lady's  to  refuse  us  admis- 
sion, come  hither  as  we  are  on  matters  of  great  na- 
tional concern." 

The  steersman  answered  with  firmness,  but  with 
great  civility  of  expression,  that  his  orders  wov  posi- 
tive to  bring  no  more  than  four  into  the  ialaiMi^  bat 
he  offered  to  row  back  to  obtain  a  reviaal  of  hia  in- 
structions. 

"  Do  so,  my  friend,"  said  Sir  Robert  MdviUe.  aflar 
he  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  persuade  hia  stubborn 
companion  to  consent  to  a  temporary  abatement  of 
his  train,  "row  back  to  thecasUe,  aitkit  will  be  no 
better,  and  obtain  thy  lady's  orders  to  transport  the 
Lord  Lindesay,  mvself,  and  our  retinue  thithar." 
•  "And  heancen."  said  Lord  Lindesay.  " take  wilk 


"Ana  what  is  to  become  of  my  horse?"  said 
Graeme:  "I  am  answerable  for  him  to  my  master." 

"I  will  relieve  you  of  the  charge,"  said  Lindesay; 
"thou  wilt  have  httle  enow  to  do  with  horse,  saddle^ 
or  bridle,  for  ten  years  to  come— Thou  mayat  take  the 
halter  an  thou  wilt— it  may  stand  thee  in  a  turn." 

"If  I  thought  so,"  said  Roland— but  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  Sir  Robert  Melville,  who  said  to  him  good- 
humouredly,  "Dilute  it  not,  youna  friend — resist- 
ance can  do  no  good,  but  may  w^  run  thee  into 
danger." 

Roland  Graeme  felt  the  justice  of  what  be  said,  and, 
though  neither  delighted  with  the  matter  nor  manner 
of  Lindesay's  address,  deemed  it  beet  to  submit  to  ne- 
cessity, and  to  embark  without  further  remonstrance. 
The  men  plied  their  oars.  The  quay,  with  the  party 
of  horse  stationed  near  ^,  receded  uom  the  page's 
eyea— the  castle  and  the  islet  seemed  to  draw  near  in 
toe  same  proportion,  and  in  a  brief  space  be  landed 
under  the  shadow  of  a  huge  old  tree  which  overhung 
the  landing-place.  The  steersman  and  Grsme  leaped 
aahore ;  the  boatmen  remained  lying  on  their  oazt- 
ready  for  further  service. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

Goald  Ttlonr  aocht  iTail  or  people's  love, 
Piano*  had  not  wept  Nevane's  btmre  umrj 

If  wit  or  beauty  could  eonpMsion  more. 
The  Rose  ot  Seotlaod  hed  not  wept  in  vuio. 
Elegf  in  c  Rpiml  MUntinm,- 

At  the  gate  of  the  court-yard  of  Lochleven  appeared 
the  stately  form  of  the  Lady  of  Lochleven,  a  lemtk 
whose  early  charms  had  captivated  Jaroea  T.,  by 
whom  she  recame  mother  of^  the  cdlebrated  Regent 
Murray.  As  she  was  of  noble  birth  (being  a  dauah- 
ter  of  the  House  o£  Mar)  and  of  great  beauty,  oe^r 
intimacy  with  James  did  not  prevent  her  b^g  after- 
wards sought  in  honourable  marriage  by  many  gal- 
lants of  the  time,  amorig  whom  she  hsd  prefenvd 
Sir  William  Douglaa  of  Lochleven.  Bat  well  haa  it 
been  said, 

"  Out  pleaaot  Tlcee 
Are  made  the  wnipe  to  Mourte  «■**—— 

The  station  which  the  Lady  of  Lochleven  now  held 
aa  the  wife  of  a  man  of  high  rank  and  interest,  nd 
the  mother  of  a  lawful  family,  did  not  prevent  bar 
nourishing  a  painful  sense  of  degradation,  even  wfaik 
she  was  proud  of  the  talenta,  the  power,  and  the  sta- 
tion of  her  son^  now  prime  ruler  of  the  state,  but  itiD 
a  pledge  of  her  illicit  intercourse.  "  Had  James  dona 
to  her^'  she  said,  in  her  secret  heart,  "  the  justice  be 
owed  her.  she  had  seen  in  her  son,  as  a  source  of  on- 
mixed  delight  and  of  unchastened  pride,  the  lawfiil 
monarch  of  Scodand^nd  one  of  the  ableat  who  ercr 
swayed  the  sceptre.  The  House  of  Mar,  not  inferior 
I  in  antiquity  or  grandeur  to  that  of  Dnimmond,  would 
then  have  also  boasted  a  Clueen  among  iu  daughterly 
and  escaped  the  stam  attached  to  female  frailty,  even 
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polop."    While 
htbIIS'  proud  «nd 

_.„„ , a  eorresponding  effect  on  hcrcoun- 

wn«no(^  where,  wiib  (he  remsina  of  ereal  besuly. 
were  mingled  mill  indicative  of  inward  diicantenl 
tad  peevish  melanchalir.  Il  perhaps  caniribuitid  to 
increaH  this  habilual  temperament,  that  the  Lady 
Lochleven  had  adopted  uncommonly  rigid  and  Bevera 
Tiewj  of  relieioo,  imitaling  in  her  idsM  of  reformed 
t.i.  .1. uC  jiig  Catholics,  in  limii- 
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well  ptoiDrtioned,  *o  aweelly  formed,  as  if  deaigned 
10  apeak  nothing  but  what  wu  dehKhlful  to  beai — 
the  dimpled  chin— the  aiately  swamike  neck,  fbnn 
a  counlenanoe,  the  like  of  which  we  know  not  H) 
have  eiialed  in  any  other  character  moving  in  that 
high  claaa  of  life,  where  the  actreaacs  as  well  aa  the 
Bctore  command  general  and  undivided  attention.  It 
la  m  vain  to  my  that  the  porlraita  which  eiiai  of  ihi* 


ing  the  benefit  i>f  tht.  . 

their  own  apecuiative  Eencip, 
*  in  overy  re^>e<:t,  the  unfbrtimi 


those  n 


-, .  _.  - B  Queen  Mary,  now 

me  cDHipulaory  guest,  or  rather  priaoner,  of  thia  aul- 
lon  Indy.  waa  obnoKioue  to  her  hostess.  Lady  Loch- 
leven  disliked  her  as  the  daughter  of  Hary  of  Guias, 
the  legal  poaaeasor  of  thoae  nghiB  over  JameaTa  heart 
and  hand^of  which  she  conceived  heraelf  to  have 
been  injunoualy  deprived ;  and  ret  more  lo  aa  the 
moSeaaoi  of  a  religion  which  she  delealed  wane  than 
Paganism. 


8ii  Rol 


back -I 
Rnthvei 
iaimpa 


•'  Ay,  the  1 

ahall  Van  \ 


—and  you"  {to  Roland  Oneme) 

Sholedtheway  wilho  elow  and  aiately  step  to  the 
small  oarden,  which,  encloaed  by  a  atone  wall  oma- 
mented  with  statues,  and  an  artificial  fountain  in  the 


weary  part  of  a  prisoner, 
I,  she  was  doomed  to  aus- 
"trlife.    SI|swasfoI- 


which.  wiui  iiiue  irii 

tain  during  the  remt ,_ 

lowed  in  her  alow  and  itielanchoiy  eiercnse  by  .„„ 
female  attendants  i  bul  m  the  firat  ^nce  which 
Roland  Grtema  bealowed  upon  one  ao  illustrioua  by 
birth,  ao  diadoguished  by  bar  beauty,  accampliih- 
menta,  and  miaiortunes,  ne  was  aensible  of  the  pr 


Her  face,  har  .f 


the  unhappy  QuBeo  of  Scot- 
I,  have  been  so  deeply  in»resaed 


of  nearly  three  cenlurie&  it  is  unneceaeaiy  lo  remind 
the  moil  ignorant  and  uninformed  reader  of  ihe 
striking  iraita  which  characterize  that  ramirkable 


ideas  of  the  majestic, 

leaving  ns  to  doubt  w 

pily  the  queen,  the  beauty,  oi 


thsy 


ig,  and  the  brilliat 
iplirii^  w 


Who  ia  there,  that, 
Mary  Stewart'a  name,  baa  i 
Ibrehim,  familiar  ""'hsrnfi 
or  Ihe  fiivooriie  d 

those  who  fee!  thi r — 

lies  laid  to  her  charge, 

Xn  a  counlenaiica  eipres- 

vhen  living,  and  which  still 


iMt  think  without 

which  1^  waa  chi 
continue  lo  shiiHr 
That  brow, 

eof'?,iu!i 


1,  hern: 


the^iel 


'  over-arched,  and  which 

,  histories—the  noae,  with 

OAdsn  precision  of  oullins-'iba  mouth,  " 


less  ceremony  of  requiring  our  permiesion." 

"I  amaoiry  mv  pteaence  ia  deemed  an  intnu 
your  GAce,"  aaid  Ihe  Lady  of  Lodileven.  " 
but  to  announce  the  arrival  of  sn  addition  t 
train,"  motioning  with  her-hnnd  lowards  1 
GriEmei  "a  circumalance  to  whichladieaare  J 
indifferent." 

"O  '.  I  crave  your  ladyahip' a  pardon  ;  and  ai 
to  the  earth  with  obligttiona  for  the  kindncaa 
noblee — or  my  aovereigna,  ahalt  I  call  them1 
have  permitted  me  such  a  re^iectabla  addition 

"  l^y  have  indeed  stn 
of  Lochleven,  "  to  ahow 
Grace—something  at  thi 

"  Impossible  !^^  aaia  th 
permits  the  daughter  of 
IS  Queen  of  Ihe  realm,  tl 
women  and  ■  boy,  ia  a 

will  be  equal  to  that  of  a 
kmgdom  of  Pif^  saving 
usher,  and  a  pair  or  two 
But  I  must  not  forget,  in 
trouble  and  chai(e8  to  ' 


THB  ABBOT. 


woTihf  liidy.     But  b. 
Scollind  has  nuny  ii 

dow  Ihe  Rood  knighi 


[Cur.  Z3C1 
■  the  dwellLM  of  lh«  CI 

r,  and  fcuui  i 


^  ihla~pruderi[  I  The  ouLmnoit  wu  ■  unilHi^  or  aatmo^^nSm 
your  blows,  my  I  wbicb  openal  a  large  puiour,  and  from  that  ■! 
rrj  the  crown  of,  ihe  Queen'*  bedroom.      Ano 
id  your  sflpc lion-    -  ■— ' -■ -"- 


■eMar 


I  of  Locfalev 


table 

ed  the  lady,  -nove  Known  Jor  aRcs 
their  duty  lo  the  Siaie,  without  k 
even  when  the  task  was  boih  irki 

"Nayl  but,  my  dear  Lochleven, 


,.. ..-,  will„ 

ght  your  husband  with  the  best  of 
iQuld  be  disminaed  Irom  ihia  hoapi- 
your  ladyship'a  lack  of  means  lo 


ikl^B  for'rewanf 
ome  and  danger- 

'  laid  the  Qwen, 

vnu  acc0>I  of  a 

le  l^ueen  of 


beds  of  ihe  gentlewoman  in  waiiii^. 

Roland  GtKme  stopped,  as  became  hia  eiaiioa.  ii 
the  ouiermoii  of  these  aparinienla,  ihste  to  awir 
Buch  ordetsaa  mighibe  commupicaiedto  him.  From 
the  grated  window  of  iberoom  he  saw  Lutdaai, 
Melville  and  their  followtfe,  diaembatkj  and  ob- 
Beried  ihnl  thej  were  met  at  the  castle  gate  by  a  ibiid 
noble.  10  whom  Lindesay  eiclaimed,  in  nia  loud  hank 
voice,  "My  Lord  of  Rutbven,  ymi.nave  the  aunof 

"At  thisinaUoI,  the  paga'a  attention  macaUed  to 
■  burst  of  hyBletica]  aobe  from  Ihe  inner  apartmoil. 
__j  ._.L_i. — -.J  _:._..!_.: r.L_  ttrrified  female* 


netantly  to  baBlen 


llarm,  "tly — coll  L 


iio  me  jarge  ciiair  wnicD  Blo«d 
d  waa  Bobbina  litr  breath  m  ■ 
al  aflection.  The  eldo-  lemib 
irma,  while  Ihe  your^ter  bathol 
nd  with  lear^  alternately, 
nan  1"  Hid  the  elder  lady,  i 
aeselance— she  is 
iculaied  in  a  faint 
large  you  !— call  no  one  lo 
-L_i.  — ,,g,  mmantly."  . 
reiUFd  likelhalof 


™bl^(S 


iiideed,  wlib  an  rtTott  which  ea 
alrogglmg  for  life,  ehe  Bate  up 

luree  yet  trembled  with  the  violent  emotion  of  bodr 
and  mind  which  ahe  had  undetfcnne.  "  I  am  aafaamM 
of  my  weakness,  ioHb,"  abe  said,  lakinKihe  handisf 
her  ultcndanlai  "but  it  ia  over.-aod  I  am  Han 
Stewart  once  more.  The  aavajje  tone  of  that  man'i 
voice — my  knowledf^  of  hia  inaolence — the  naac 
which  he  named— ihe  purpose  for  which  they  come 
may  eicuae  a  moment'a  weakiten— and  it  aball  be  > 
inoment'a  only."  She  snatched  from  her  bead  iht 
curch  or  cap,  which  hati  been  disMder^  duiiiis  htt 
hysterical  agony— shook  down  the  Imek  dualled 
tresses  of  darfc  brown  which  hod  been  before  veiled 
under  it—and,  drawing  her  slender  HiinTS  acroc*  tas 
iBbyrinth  which  Ihey  formed,  Bbean>seTrom  Ihecbiiii 
and  Blood  tike  the  inspired  ima^te  of  s  Giscian  pio- 
pheteHs,  in  a  mood  which  partook  al  once  of  sorrov 
and  piide.  of  smiles  and  of  tears.  "We  are  iU  ap- 
pointed," she  said,  "  to  meet  our  rebel  subjeetSi  but, 
as  far  as  we  m«y,  we  will  atrive  to  preaeni  ouradrai 
as  becomea  their  Queen.  Follow  me,  my  maideoSi 
riie  said;  "what  says  ihy  favourite  song,  my  f^em- 


Alasf  abe  added,  when  she  had  repeated  with  a 
amile  these  tines  of  an  old  ballad,  violence  h« 
already  robbed  me  of  the  ordinary  decorations  of  bit 
rank  ;  and  (he  few  that  nilute  gave  me  have  bees 
destroyed  by  sorrow  and  by  fear."  Yet  white  she 
rooks  thus,  she  again  lei  hei  atender  fingers  slraT 
throush  the  wildcmesa  of  the  bcaulifid  lieases  which 
teileirher  kingly  neek  and  BWelhng  bosom,  as  if,  in 
her  agony  of  mmd,  she  had  noi  aTiogether  lost  the 

Grsmt  oil  whose  puthj  ineiperience,  and  ardent 


was  dignined  at 


charm  of  s  magician,  stood  rr 
auiptise  and  interest,  tonging  m  mii»iu  uts  i«f  »ti 
quarrel  so  fair  as  that  which  Mnty  Siewan'a  toi* 
needs  be.  She  had  been  bred  m  France— ehe  «u 
possessed  of  the  most  distinguished  beamy— she  bad 


a  Scottish  Quev...    .      _._ 

<■>>•  as  essential  as  the  Dsa 

icities,  Hary  was,  of  all 

_ __ alert  at  perceiying  sod 

ig  ihe  advantages  which  hcrchaima  gave  herovei 
OBl  all  who  csme  within  lbs 
a.     She  cast  on  Roland  a 


. .    In  ^1  these  ca 
n  the  earth,  rnos 


1 


1BBABMT. 


btfe  maltad  a  batrt  of  ttone.  "Mr  poor  boy,"  the 
wad,  with  «  feeling  partly  real,  parttjr  politic,  thou 
art  a  stranger  to  ua— aent  to  tfiis  doleful  captivity, 
from  the  aociety  of  lome  tender  mother,  or  aster,  or 
maideo,  with  whom  you  had  freedom  to  tread  a  gay 
measure  round  the  May-pole. ,  I  grieve  for  you  pHDut 
you  are  the  only  male  m  my  limited  household — wilt 
thou  ober  my  orders  7" 

**To  ine  death,  madam,"  said  Gh-sme,  in  a  deter- 
mined tone. 

**Tben  keep  the  door  of  mine  apartment,"  said  the 
Uaeen ;  '*  keep  it  till  they  offer  actual  violence,  or  till 
wo  shall  be  ntly  arrayed  to  receive  these  intrusive 
visitarsJ^ 

**  I  will  defend  it  till  they  pass  over  my  bodv,"  said 
Roland  Grsme ;  any  hesitation  which  he  had  felt 
concerning  the  fine  of  conduct  he  ought  to  pursue, 
being  completely  swept  away  by  the  impulse  of  the 
moment 

**Not  so,  my  good  youth,"  answered  Mary ;  "  not 
■0, 1  command  thee.  If  I  have  one  faithful  subject 
bttide  me,  much  need,  God  wot,  I  have  to  care  for 
his  safety.  Resist  them  but  till  they  are  put  to  the 
ibame  of  using  actual  violence,  and  then  give  way  I 
chargje  you.  Remember  my  commands."  And,  with 
a  smile  expressive  at  once  of  favour  and  authority, 
■he  turned  from  him,  and,  followed  by  her  attendants, 
entered  the  bedroom. 

The  youngest  paused  for  half  a  second  ere  she  fol- 
lowed her  companion,  and  made  a  signal  to  Roland 
GfBme  with  her  hand.    He  had  been  already  long 
aware  that  this  was  Catherine  Seyton— a  cntmm- 
Manoe  which  could  not  much  surprise  a  youth  of 
quick  intellects,  who  recollected  the  sort  of  mysteri- 
ous discourse  which  had  passed  betwixt  the  two  mat- 
rons at  the  deserted  nunnery,  and  on  which  his  meet- 
ing with  Catherine  in  this  place  seemed  to  cast  so 
mudi  light.    Yet  such  was  the  engrossing  diect  of 
Mary's  presence,  that  it  surmounted  for  the  moment 
even  the  fiodings  of  a  youthful  lover ;  and  it  was  not 
until  Catherine  Seyton  had  disappeared,  that  Roland 
began  to  consider  in  what  relation  they  were  to 
stand  to  each  other.—"  She  held  up  her  hand  to  me  in 
a  commanding  manner,"  he  thought;  "perhaps  she 
wanted  to  confirm  my  purpose  for  the  execution  of 
the  Queen's  comraanos;  fori  think  she  could  scarce 
purpose  to  scare  me  with  the  sort  of  discipline  which 
ihe  administered  to  the  sroom  in  the  fneze  jacket, 
and  to  poor  Adam  Woodcock.    But  we  will  see  to 
that  aoon ;  mean  time,  let  us  do  justice  to  the  trust 
repoeed  in  us  by  this  unhappy  Clueen.  ,  I  think  my 
Lord  of  Murray  will  himsell  own  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
a  foithfiil  page  to  defend  his  lady  against  intrusion 
on  her  privacy." 

Accordinglv,  he  stepped  to  the  little  vestibule,  made 

fast,  with  lock  and  bar,  the  door  which  opened  from 

ihence  to  the  large  staircase,  and  then  sat  himself 

down  to  attend  the  result    He  had  not  long  to  wait 

7-a  rude  and  strong  hand  first  essayed  to  lift  the 

latch,  then  pushed  and  shook  the  door  with  violence, 

and,  when  it  resisted  his  attempt  to  open  it,  exclaimed, 

Undo  the  door  there,  you  within !" 

**Why,  and  at  whose  command,"  said  the  paM, 

am  I  to  undo  the  door  of  the  apartments  of  the 

Qnecn  of  Scotland  f* 

..  Anolher  vain  attempt,  which  made  hinge  and  bolts 
juigle.  showed  that  tne  impatient  applicant  without 
^vtmld  willingly  have  ent^vd  altogether  regardless 
of  his  challenge ;  but  at  length  an  answer  was  re- 
toraed. 

**Undo  the  door,  on  your  peril— the  Lord  Lindesay 
comes  to  speak  with  the  Lady  Mary  of  Scotland." 

"The  Lord  Lindesay,  as  a  Scottish  noble,"  an- 
swered the  page,  "  must  await  his  Sovereign's  lei- 


to  a  lad] 


wire. 

An  earnest  altercation  ensued  amongst  those  with- 
out, in  which  Roland  distinguished  the  remarkablv 
harsh  voice  oi"  Linflesay  in  reply  to  Sir  Robert  Mel- 
villcL  who  appeared  to  nave  been  using  some  sooth- 
ing language—"  No !  no  I  no !  I  tell  thee,  no  I  I  will 
plaice  a  petard  against  the  door  rather  than  be  baulked 
by  a  profligate  woman,  and  bearded  by  an  insolent 
wotboy." 

"Yet,  at  least"  said  MelvUle,  "let  me  try  fiwr 

8,1 


means  hi  the  first  instance.  Violsoce  10  a  lauf 
would  stain  your  scutcheon  for  ever.  Or  await  tiO 
my  Lord  Ruthven  comes." 

.  ^*  I  will  await  no  longer,"  said  Lindesay ;  "  it  is  high 
time  the  business  were  done,  and  we  on  our  return  to 
the  council.  But  thou  mayst  try  thy  fisur  play,  as  chou 
callest  it.  while  I  cause  my  train  to  prepare  tne  petard. 
I  came  hither  provided  with  as  good  gunpowder  as 
blew  up  the  Kirk  of  Field." 

"For  God's  sake,  be  patient,'*  said  Melville {  and, 
approaching  the  door,  he  said,  as  speaking  to  those 
withm,  "  Let  the  Queen  know  that  I,  her  faithful 
servant  Robert  Melville,  do  entreat  her,  for  her  own 
sake,  and  to  prevent  worse  consequences  that  she 
will  undo  the  door,  and  admit  Lord  Lindesay,  who 
brings  a  mission  from  the  Council  of  State." 

"iwill  do  your  orrand  to  the  ^een,"  said  the 
page,  "and  report  to  you  her  answer." 

,He  went  to  the  door  of  the  bedchamber,  and  tap- 
ping against  it  gently,  it  was  opened  by  the  elder  lady, 
to.  whom  he  communicated  hiiB  errand,  and  relumed 
with  directions  from  the  Queen  to  admit  Sir  Robert 
Melville  and  Lord  Lindesay.  Roland  Grsme  re- 
turned to  the  vestibule,  and  opened  the  door  accord- 
inglvj  into  which  the  Lord  Lindesay  strode,  with  the 
air  of  a  soldier  who  has  fought  his  way  into  a  con- 

?iuered  fortress;  while  Melville,  deeply  aejected,  £9!- 
owed  him  more  slowly. 

"  I  draw  you  to  witness,  and  to  record,"  said  the 
page  to  this  last,  "  that  save  for  the  especial  com- 
mands of  the  Queen,  I  would  have  made  good  the 
entrance,  with  my  best  strength,  and  my  bcwt  blood, 
against  all  Scotland." 

"  Be  silent  youns  man,"  said  Melville,  in  a  tone  of 
grave  rebuke;  "aod  not  brands  to  fire— this  is  no 
time  to  make  a  flourish  of  thy  boyish  chivalry." 

"  She  has  not  appeared  even  yet"  sakl  Lmdesay, 
who  had  now  reached  the  midst  of  the  parlour  or 
audience-room ;  "how  call  you  this  trifling?" 

"Patience,  my  lord,"  replied  Sir  Robert,  "time 
presses  not — and  Lord  Ruthven  hath  not  as  yet 
descended." 

At  this  moment  the  door  of  the  inner  apartment 
opened,  and  Queen  Mary  presented  herself^  advancing 
with  an  air  of  peculiar  grace  and  majesty,  and  seem- 
ing totally  unrufl!led,  either  by  the  visit,  or  by  the  rude 
manner  m  which  it  had  been  enforced.  Her  dress 
was  a  robe  of  black  velvet;  a  small  rufii  open  in 
front,  gave  a  full  view  oi  her  beautifuUy-formeid  chin 
and  nedL,  but  veiled  the  bosom.  On  her  head  she 
wore  a  smsU  cap  of  lace,  and  a  transparent  white  vail 
hung  from  her  shoulders  over  the  long  black  rob&  in 
large  loose  folds,  so  that  it  could  be  drawn  at  plea- 
sure over  the  face  and  person.  She  wore  a  cross  ol 
gold  around  her  neck,  and  had  her  rosary  of  gold  and 
ebony  hanging  from  her  girdle.  She  was  closely  fol- 
lowed by  ner  two  ladies,  who  remained  standing 
behind  her  during  the  conference.  Even  Lord  Linde- 
say, though  the  rudest  noble  of  that  rude  age,  was 
surprised  into  something  like  respect  by  the  uncon- 
cerned and  majestic  mien  of  her,  whom  he  had  ex- 
pected to  find  frantic  with  impotent  passion,  or  dis- 
solved in  useless  and  vain  sorrow^  or  overwhelmed 
with  the  fears  likely  in  such  a  situation  to  assail 
fallen  royalty.  ,,,,., 

"  We  fear  we  have  detained  you,  my  Lord  of  Linde- 
say," said  the  Queen,  while  she  curtesied  with  digmty 
in  answer  to  his  reluctant  obeisance ;  "  but  a  lismale 
does  not  willingly  receive  her  visiters  without  some 
minutes  spent  at  the  toilette.  Men,  my  lord,  are  less 
d^endent  on  such  ceremonies." 

Lord  Lindesay,  casting  his  eye  down  on  his  own 
travel-stained  and  disordered  dress,  muttered  .some- 
thing of  a  hasty  journey,  and  the  Queen  paid  her 
greeting  to  Sir  Robert  Mdville  with  courtesy,  and 
even,  as  it  seemed,  with  kindness.  ThCTC  was  then 
a  dead  pause,  during  which  Lindesay  looked  towards 
the  door,  as  if  expecting  with  impatience  the  col- 
league or  their  embassy.  The  Queen  alone  was  en- 
tirely unembarrassed,  and,  as  if  to  break  the  silenn, 
she  addressed  Lord  Lindesay^  with  a  g^ce  at  the 
large  and  cumbrous  sword  which  he  wore,  as  already 
mentioned,  banging  from  his  neck.  . 
"You  have  therea  trusty  and  a  weifl^ty  travelling 
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pJBoad,  UDdM'  Oewn  Don^M^s  dirsMiDBi,  s  table 
and  wntiu  tnalerioUj  ■niTtlie  paga,  ob«dknl  lo  hi* 
mutreu  sdumb  Bignil,  sdTsnced  aiaivs  chair  to  dis 
aide  on  whicb  the  Queen  atood,  the  table  Ihua  fbrni- 
lag  m  aoK  of  bar  which  divided  the  aueen  and  bar 
lianoaal  foUawen  rrom  her  UDwelcame  viaitaia.  The 
■tewud  ihan  withdrew  after  a  low  ravarence.  When 
he  had  cloaed  the  door  behind  him,  the  Queen  brake 
■iloQco—  'With  rourfannir,  my  loida,  I  will  ah— mr 
walks  are  not  indeed  eiteiiaive  enou^  at  pteeeol  to 
latigiM  me  gKady,  VM  I  find  lepooa  aomethiOK  mare 

She  aal  down  Bccordiarir.  and,  Bhading  her  cheek 
wilb  her  beautiful  hand,  Tooked  keenly  and  impraa- 
nvely  at  each  of  the  noblea  in  turn.  Mary  Fleming 
awked  her  kerchief  to  her  eyes,  and  Caihenne  Savtoii 
and  Roland  Orame  eichaneed  a  glance,  which 
snowed  that  both  were  too  deeplir  enf^oaaed  with 
aanumaDta  of  interest  and  coramiMeranon  for  that 
imrtd  mutresB,  lo  think  of  any  thing  which  regarded 

"I  wail  [he  purpose  of  your  miasion,  my  lorda," 
said  the  Queen,  after  ahe  bad  been  aaaled  6r  about 
ammnlewiihouia  word  being Kiken,—''!  wait  your 
meaaase  from  those  you  call  the  Secret  Council.— 1 
tnut  It  IB  a  petition  ol  pardon,  and  a  desire  that  I  will 
teaume  my  rightful  throne,  without  uaing  with  due 
MTsrily  my  right  of  puniahing  those  wlio  have  dia- 
poaaessed  me  of  it  1" 

"Madam,"  replied  fluihien.  "it  ia  painful  forua  to 
apeak  harsh  truths  to  a  Pnncces  who  haa  long  ruled 
na.  But  we  come  to  oiler,  not  to  implore,  pardon.  In 
a  word,  madam,  we  have  to  propose  to  you  on  the  part 
of  tfae  Secret  Caundl,  thai  you  tign  these  deeds,  wbicb 
will  cantributs«TeatIy  to  the  pacification  of  the  ■tsta, 
the  advancement  of  God'a  word,  and  the  wel&re  of 
your  own  fumre  life." 

"  Am  I  expected  lo  take  Ihsse  fair  words  on  trust, 
mr  lord  T  or  may  I  hear  the  contents  of  ibeae  recou- 
ciriiw  papers,  ere  I  am  asked  to  sign  tbeml" 

"IJnguestionBblr.  madam;  it  is  our  purpoae  and 
wish  you  should  read  what  you  are  isiuired  to  sign," 
raolied  Ruthven. 

'Required  1"  replied  the  Queen,  with  some  empfas- 
sisi  ''  bu(  the  phrase  suits  wall  the  malter— read,  my 

He  Lord  Ruthven  proceeded  to  read  a  formal  m- 
sUument,  mnning  in  the  Queen's  name,  and  setting 
forth  that  she  had  been  called,  at  an  early  age,  lo  tbe 
adininiBtratian  of  tbe  crown  and  realm  of  Scotland, 
and  had  toiled  diligently  ibereiUj  until  she  waa  in  body 
and  fpiiit  so  weaned  out  atid  diaguated,  that  she  was 
nnabb  any  Icmger  to  endure  the  travail  and  pain  of 
State  atfairai  and  that  since  Ood  had  blessed  her 
with  a  fair  and  hopefid  aon,  she  was  desirous  to  en- 
ur*  to  him,  even  while  she  ye(  lived,  bis  sacceesiou 
K>  the  entwn.  wbich  wss  his  by  ligni  of  hsrediiatv 
deecenL  "  Wherefore,"  the  instrument  proceeded. 
'  we,  of  the  motherly  affection  we  bear  lo  our  said 
son,  have  renounced  and-demilted,  and  by  ibeseour 
letters  of  frae  good-will,  renounce  and  demit,  tbe 
Crown,  aovemmenl.  and  guiding  of  the  realm  of 
SeollandTiQbvourofour  said  eon,  thai  be  may  sue- 
essd  to  us  as  native  Prince  thcnof,  as  much  as  if  we 
had  been  removed  by  disease,  and  not  by  our  own 
noperacl.  And  that  this  demission  of  our  royal  bu- 
loinity  may  have  the  more  fiill  and  stdemn  efiecl,  and 
Dooepretsfid  igitornnCB,  we  gits,  grant,  and  commit, 
fhll  and  free  and  plain  power  to  our  cruaty  cousins, 
Lord  Lindesayoflhie  Byrta,  and  William  Lord  Ruth- 
ven, to  sppear  in  onr  name  bcAne  as  many  of  the  no- 
nlitv,  cl«gy,  and  burgcases.  as  m^  be  assembled  at 
Stirling,  and  therc^  in  our  name  aiid  bshal^  pubticl)', 
and  in  their  presence,  to  reiHnnee  tbe  CnwB,gm- 
dancft  and  government  of  this  our  kingdom  oi  Scol- 
tsnd." 

The  Qoeen  here  broke  in  with  an  air  of  extreme 
Mnprise.  "Howia  diis,  my  lords'?"  she  said  i  Are 
my  «ars  turned  rebels,  that  they  deceive  ms  with 
Nunda  so  exiraordinaryl— And  yet  it  is  no  wonder 
that,  having  conversed  so  long  with  rebellion,  thnr 
riMNild  now  force  its  language  ivon  my  trnderatand- 
uig.  Say  I  am  mistakan.  my  lords— sav.  for  the 
hoiMMit  <a  yourselves  tttd  the  Scottish  nooiuty,  that 


my  li^t  trusty  oooauw  of  Lindasay  and  Ruthvsn, 

two  bamns  oT  wariike  fiune  and  ancient  line,  have 
not  aoo^t  thepnson-bousaofibmr  kind  mistress  for 
such  a  purpoae  as  these  words  seem  to  imply.  Say, 
for  the  aake  of  honour  and  loyalty,  that  my  ears  have 
detaived  me." 

"No,  madam,"  said  Ruthven  gravely,  "your ears 
do  no*  decdve  jiou— they  deceived  you  when  they 
were  closed  sgainst  tbe  preachets  of  the  evangels 
and  the  honest  sdvice  of  your  faithful  subjects ;  and 


vben  they  were ^^ , 

ind  traitors,  foreign  cubiculsrs  and  doi... 
rhe  land  may  no  longer  brook  the  rul 


flattery  of  pjck-ihanks 


to^mplj 


•on  that  I 

by  birth- 

diainffl— 
other  roll 


ippingher 

-ALm  1  I 
le,  Bt  least 
et  when  1 

Loid 


h( 

"I  must  pray  your  answer,  madani,' 
Ruthven,  "to  thedemand  of  the  Council. 

"Tm  demand  of  tbe  Councill"  said  the  Queeni 
"say  rather  the  demand  of  a  set  of  robbers,  impatient 
to  divide  the  spoil  they  have  seiu).  To  such  b  de- 
mand, and  sent  by  the,  mouth  of  a  traitor,  whoss 
scalp,  but  for  my  womanish  aiercy,  ahouid  long  since 
hsvG  stood  on  the  city  gates,  Mary  of  Scotlaiul  bss 

"  I  ttusl,  madam,"  aaid  Lord  Ruthven,  "mybeing 
unacccvtsble  to  your  presence  will  not  add  to  your 
obduracy  of  resolution.  It  may  became  jou  to  re- 
member that  the  death  of  the  mbitoik  Rinio,  cost  the 
house  of  Ruthven  its  head  and  leader.  My,  father, 
more  worthy  than  a  whole  province  of  such  vile  ayco- 
phants,  died  in  exile,  and  brokea-hsarted." 

Tbe  Queen  claspad  her  hands  on  her  face,  and  rest- 
ing her  arma  on  the  ublci  Stoi^ied  down  her  head 
and  wepl.so  bitterly,  thai  the  tears  were  seen  la  find 
their  way  in  atreoms  bslwecn  the  white  and  slender 
fingera  with  which  ahe  endeavoured  to  conceal  them. 

'^My  lonls,"  said  Sir  Robert  Melville,  "  this  is  too 
mnoh  riffour.  Under  your  lordships'  favour,  we  cams 
hilhert  not  lo  revive  old  gnefs,  bat  to  find  tbe  mods 
of  svoidina  new  ones." 

"Sir  Robert  Melville."  said  RuthveiL  "wo  best 
know  for  what  purpose  we  were  delegatal  hither,  and 
wherefote^^u  were  eomewhat  unnecesaarily  sent  to 

"Nay,  by  my  band," said  Lord Lindesay,  "I  know 
not  why  we  were  cumbered  with  the  good  knishl, 
unliss  he  comes  in  place  of  the  lump  of  sugar  which 
pothicars  pot  into  their  wholesotne  but  bitter  medica- 
menta,  to  please  a  fioward  child— a  tteadleas  labour, 
melhinksk  where  men  have  tbe  mealM  to  make  tbam 
sw^lowthsphysic  otherwise." 

"Hay,  my  lords,"  said  Hdvillc^  "ja  best  know 
your  own  sscret  instructions.  I  conceive  I  aliall  best 
obey  mme  in  striving  to  mediate  between  ber  Graos 

"Be  atknt,  Sit  Robert  Melville,"  sakt  the  Queen, 
arising,  and  ha  faoe  atiU  glowing  with  agitatton  as 


Mke.    "My  ketchief,  FleniiiW— I  iha 

■■  Bhould  h«ve  power  to '"■ 

"  lord^"  she  uddKl,  i 


le  Ihus.-Tell 
ae,  proud  lords,"  she  Dddea,  wipinn  Riray  the  rear* 
a  Ae  (poke,  •;br  whal  eorihly  >»amml  cen  litse 
"    u  preleod  lo  chEllBnee  the  righlB  of  an  aDpinl- 

'-Ti—Vt  throw  off  itB  allMiance  they  ham 

lo  lake  aw>r  the  cn>wn  frooi  Ihs  head  on 


TBE  ABBOT. 

"Hy  lonllQieTaif  I  hate  ol 
idleRayel;,     *ud  the  Qua 


„„,,.., le  warninl  had  plot^  ii 

"Madam,"  said  Ruthven,  "  I  will  deal  plainly  with 
rai.  Yoor  reinn,  ftom  the  disniBl  field  of  Pinkie- 
eleuch,  when  yoa  were  n  babe  in  the  cmdle,  till  now 
thai  ye  aland  a  growD  dame  before  us,  halb  bsenaucQ 
a  irnsedy  of  loeaea,  dieaaiere,  civil  diuwaaiona  and 
forei((nWBrB,lh«l  the  like  la  not  to  be  found,  in  our 
chronicle*.  The  French  and  Enfthsh  have,  with  one 
ronsenf,  made  Scotland  the  bnttle-lield  on  which  to 
fieht  out  Ibeir  own  ancient  quamel,— For  ouraelvea^ 
every  man's  hand  hath  been  againil  hi>  brother,  nor 
haih  a  rear  paaiHl  over  without  rebellion  and  alau^- 
ter,  exile  of  nobles,  and  oppretsing  of  the  commona. 
We  may  endure  ii  no  longerj  and.  theretbrCL  u  a 
prince,  to  whom  Ood  hath  i«iaed  (he  nfl  of  heaik- 


ileeBing  haih  _  

to  other  nilfl  and  ffoverriT 
lanl  may  yet  be  aaved  ' 


ly  dona.     YoaareiuiiTrevHiera: 
*  aaid  Bhe  witb  a  Blgh,  '^ii^  I 


i     I  must  pray  your  dcciaion  on  ibia  wofttity 
Iter  which  1  have  eobmitied  to  von." 
What,   my  lorif   B»id   the  Queen,      upon  the 

ant,  and  fvithoiit  n  momeni'a  time  lo  delib«™eT 

—Can  the  l3ouncil,  aa  they  term  Ihemeelvta,  expect 
IhiBofme?" 

"Hadam,"  replied  Ruthven,  "the  Council  hold  tin 
opinion,  thai  unce  the  ratal  term  which  paued  b*- 
iwiil  the  nJBht  of  King  Henry's  mnrder  and  ihe  day 

of  Carberry-hill,  your  Gmce  should  ha~  '■-'•'  

prepared  for  the  meoeure  now  proposed,  a 
eacape  from  your  numeroits  danBem  and  i 

"  Oteal  Ood  S"  exclaimed  the  Uui 
■  boon  thai  you  propose  to  me,  wh 

: L. ^jj  ,g  g  Jgj,  (,f  hu„u.^  o,,u„.  .„  ,.„, 

a  take  from  me  my  crawn,  my  power, 
y  wealth,  my  state.  What,  m  tha 
■int,  can  you  oiler,  or  do  you  oBa,  in 

jiai  Ol  my  compliance  7" 

Wa  xivo  you  pardon,"  anaweted  Roihven  aiemly, 

ES       " 


riih  far  more  justice,  I  may  impute  K 
luleni,  wild,  and  untameoble  diaposit: 
ic  violence  with  which  you,  the  Maxoi 


whEh, '.-.- 

the  frantic  ¥ 

Scodand,  enlar  into  feuds  asamm  kbl-h  uiiier,  aucn 
inx  at  no  cruelty  to  gratify  your  wrath,  taking  deei 
rovenae  for  the  Blighteal  offences,  and  setting  at  defi 
ance  IhoM  wise  laws  which  yoor  ancestoni  made  fo 
slandiing  of  such  cruelty,  rebelling  againat  the  law 
tbi  aitlhonty.  and  bearing  yooraelvee  im  if  there  wer 
no  king  in  the  land  i  or  raiher  aa  if  each  were  kinj 
in  Iw  own  pmniaBS.  And  now  you  throw  the  btsm< 
on  me — on  rne,  whoaa  lifii  taae  been  erobitlered- 
wh<>K  decfi  baa  been  broken~-whoBe  hspninM"  hiu 
bean  wrecked,  fav  yaut  diaaensions.  Have  I  r 
■elfbesn  obliasd  to  travarae  wilds  and  i 
1^  head  of  a  ibw  faithful  folloners,  to  n 
and  to  pat  down  oppreaoon  1    Have  I 

gnityof  a  Queen,  that  I  migni  anowan  example  lo 

ly  folio  wersr' 

"We  grsDl,  madam,"  said  Lindeeey,  "that  the 

E jjjjj    [,„   ygi^  miagoTemroenl,   may 

-  «  etanfed  you  in  the  midat  of  b  mask 

or  galliaidj  or  it  may  be  thai  *nch  may  have  inter- 
rupted ihe  idolaliy of  Ibe  mass,  or  thejeauilical  coun- 
■ela  of  some  French  amhssaador.  But  the  longeat 
and  severest  journey  which  your  Oraco  haa  taken  in 
my  memory,  was  from  Hawick  to  Hermitage  Caalle; 
atid  whether  it  wai  for  the  weal  of  the  State,  or  for 
your  own  honour,  rests  with   your   Orsco'a  con- 

Ttie  Queen  turned  to  him  with  inexpressible  aweet- 
neas  of  tone  and  manner,  and  that,  engawng  look 
wbich  Heaven  had  assigned  her,  as  if  to  ahow  ihai 


yon  fair  summer  evening,  when  you  and  I  shot  si  the 
butts  sgamet  Ihe  Barl  of  Mar  and  Mary  Livingstone. 
and  wonof  them  the  evenint"  collation,  in  the  privy 
garden  of  Ssinl  Andrewa.  The  Maatet  of  Lindeaay 
.1. ^-__j    ._j  vowed  -     ' 


Hardhearted  aa  ha  was,  Lindeaay  seemed  etruck 
with  this  unaipecled  anpeal,  but  almost  instantly  re- 
plied "Hsdun,  it  is  weU  known  that  your  Grace  could 
in  those  days  make  fools  of  wbomever  approached 

SI.  I  pretend  not  lo  have  been  wiser  than  otWs. 
1  Esyer  men  and  belter  couriiers  bdou  iostled  aside 
my  rude  homage,  and  I  Ihmk  your  Qrsce  csnnol  but 
remember  limes,  wben  my  awkwaixl  gitempts  lo 
take  the  maiinera  that  pleaied  you,  were  the  iport  of 
tlMcciun-p^>injBrs,tha]IaiT*uidthsPr*ndiwomen." 


in  Ibnnill 


ithHea 
.u  have  I 


e  hdd  yon 


every  Cbtisiiaa 


'c  give  you  ni 


pure  Goqwl, 
cuted." 

Tha  Queen  turned  pale  at  the  menace  whiiA  this 
weech,  bb  well  as  the  rough  and  inflexible  loiua  of 
the  ipeaker,  aeemed  dialincily  to  infei^-"  And  if  I  de 
not  comply  with  your  requeai  so  ficriBly  urged,  my 
lord,  what  then  followsT" 

She  said  this  in  a  voice  in  which  female  and  nalunl 
fear  wae  contending  with  theleetings  of  insulted  dig- 
nity.—There  was  a  pause,  as  if  no  one  cared  to  return 
to  the  question  a  distinct  answer.  At  length  Ruth- 
ven qxike :  "  Tliere  is  little  need  lo  te!!  to  your  Q-race, 
who  are  well  read  both  in  Ihe  laws  and  intbechroni- 
deaof  Ihe  realm,  that  munler  and  adullery  arvciitnea 
for  which  era  now  queena  ihemaelvea  have  aaflWed 


m  Ihe  iii-taT(d,M'i 


— Heani  yi 


inR  ibal  ill-fated 
Marvl   Methinke,   wi 


'crt  it  caiefiiUir 


BTiQ  □!  i.iDaesay,  and  of  Rulliver),  may  be  Gnnid  in 
ihat  bond,  which  pressed  me  to  many  that  uiUiBpfqr 
man.— Ah  )  stout  and  loyal  Lord  HerrieB.  who  navar 
knew  guile  or  diabonoui,  you  bent  your  ncble  knee  tn 
me  in  vain,  lo  warn  me  of  my  danger,  and  wen  jtt 
the  flrsl  to  draw  thy  good  awurd  in  my  causa  wbcn  I 
Buner«d  for  neglecting  ihr  couuael  I  Faithful  ki^M 
and  trtie  noble,  what  a  difieicnoe  beiwixt  ihe«  sod 
those  coimedlora  of  evil,  who  now  threaten  my  lifc 
for  having  fallen  into  the  Bnarea  tbey^jread  fcrmar' 
Madam,"  said  Rolbven,  "  we  know  that  youala 
an  orator  I  and  peifaapa  for  that  reason  the  Councd 
has  sent  Uiber  men,  whose  convow  haih  beoi  mora 
with  ihs  wan^  than  witb  the  languac*  of  tha  achoola 


C«».  XTOl.) 
orihe 


THE  ABBOT. 


he  cibit*  of  iiata.    We  b«  clNbe  lo  know  iC  oa 
mace  of  life  ind  honour,  je  will  demit  llie  rule  of 
this  kinedom  of  Scotland  V' 
'■Alnr«h»lw»iTmilhiiYeI,"B«idlh*Qr----  "■■--■ 

Bwill  keep  treaty  with  msi  if  1  ehoidd 
ugly  otile  for  seclusion,   and  leave  I 
secret T' 
^^Our  honoor  and  our  word,  madem,' 

"Therare  too  elishl  and  unaolid  pledges,  mr  loid," 
uild  the  Quacn  -,  "sdd  at  least  a  handnjl  of  ihislle- 


»r  la  counsel,  ibtc  of  ilaves  and  eycophuits:  I 
^r  remain  by  her  refjial,  and  abide  by  il  P' 
"Stay,   my  lord,"  Baid  Sir  Robert  Melville," 


rather 


If  my  p, 


linules'  pi 


luld  avail  aught,  it  niuai  be  as  a  medi 

_: leave  tbo  casiie,  or  break 

.  bring  you  word  how  h 

1  ID  the  hall."  Mtd  LindeBa)^  "  fa 

,-=Bi  but  in  despisina  out  wor 

eur  pledfte  of  hoDour,  abe  has  touched  the  hoi 


laUy  stand  disjioied," 

"  We  will  remain  in  the  aaij.    Hani  LfUiueeay,     mr 
half  an  hour's  q>acB ;  but  in  dcspising^oui  woias  and 


iny  nime--4et  her  look  herself  lo  the  course  she  has 
lu  pursue.  If  the  half  hour  should  piss  swsy  wiih- 
txil  her  delermining  lo  comply  with  the  demands  of 
ibe  nation,  her  career  will  be  brief  enoush." 

With  little  cerentonir  the  two  nobles  Icfk  the  apart- 
ment, traversed  the  veslibulej  and  deeoended  the 
winding  ataire,  the  clash  of  Lindesay*!  huge  gword 
beinK  heard  as  it  rang  against  each  elei)  in  his  descent 
0«H^  Douglas  followed  them,  after  exchanRing  with 
Uelville  a  gesture  of  surprise  and  sympathy. 

As  soon  as  they  were  Rone,  the  Queen,  sving  way 
to  grief,  fear,  and  afdtalion,  threw  heteetf  into  the 
seat,  wrung  her  handa,  and  seemed  lo  abandoii  her- 
•df  to  despair.  Her  female  allendants,  weeping 
themselves,  endeavoured  yet  to  pray  ber  10  be  com- 
pnaed,  and  Sir  Robert  Melville,  kneeling  at  her  feel, 
made  the  samn  entreaty.  After  giving  way  lo  a  pas- 
danate  bunt  of  sorrow,  she  at  length  said  to  Melville, 


"In  ymr  OrwN/* cwiM," TtpUscI  lbs  paKc,  "I  «in 
venture  my  bfe  upon  ihem  t'  And  >a  ba  spoke,  ha 
drew  his  weapon  partly  fhmi  the  sheath,  snd  a  ineca 
of  parchment,  rolled  around  the  Made,  fell  oat  and 
dnnped  on  the  floor.    Catharine  Seyton  caught  it  up 

"It  is  my  father's  handwriting."  she  said,  "snd 
doobtless  conveys  his  best  duteous  advica  lo  your 
Hsjeaiy  <  I  knew  thai  it  was  pr^iared  to  be  sent  ia 
this  weapon  ;  but  I  expected  another  meisenBer." 

"  By  my  lailli,  fair  on&"  thought  Roland,  and  if 
you  knew  not  inai  I  had  such  a  secret  miaave  about 

The  Ouwii  cast  her  eye  upon  the  soull,  and  re- 
mained a  feiv  minutee  wrapped  in  deep  thought. 
"  Sir  Robert  Melville,"  she  allenRth  said,  ^thia  scroll 
advisee  me  to  submit  myself  to  neceaaity,  and  lo  >ub- 
scribe  the  deedn  these  hard  men  have  brought  with 
them,  as  one  who  ipvee  way  to  the  natural  tear  in- 
mired  by  Iho  threats  of  rebels  and  murderers.    You, 

cious  and  bmvc.  Neither,!  rhinli.  would  mislead  me 
in  this  mailer." 

"Madam."  said  Melville,  "if  I  have  not  Jm 
strength  of  body  of  the  Lords  Hemes  or  Seyton, 
I  will  yield  lo  neither  in  leal  for  your  Majeatr's  aer- 
nee.  I  cannot  fighl  for  >ou  like  these  lords,  but  ne»- 
thor  of  them  is  mnrs  willing  lo  die  lor  your  service." 

"  I  believe  it,  my  old  and  faithful  counaellor,"  said 
thettueen,  "and  believe  ni&  Melville,  1  did  ihee  but 
a  momeni'e  injueliee.  Read  what  my  Lord  Seyton 
halh  written  to  us.  snd  give  us  thy  best  counsel.'' 

He  glanced  over  the  parchment,  and  instantljr 
rephod,— "O!  my  daar  snd  reya!  mistress,  only  trea- 
son itself  could  give  you  other  advice  than  Lord  Sey- 
ton has  here  oipreMed.  Ho,  Heiriea,  Huntly,  the 
English  ambassador  Throgmorloo,  and  others,  your 
friends,  are  all  alike  of  opinion,  that,  whatever  deed* 

._„ d  effect  aa  extorted  from  yourtSace 

by  duresse,  by  sufferance  of  present  eviL  and  fear  of 
-nen,  and  harm  to  ensue  on  your  refusal.  Yield, 
herefbre,  to  the  tide,  and  be  aasured.  that  in  nib- 
ieribin«whai  parchmenii  they  present  to  j' 
>ind  yonrsflf  to  nothing,  since  your  act  of  si| 
vants  that  which  nlone  ci 
vill  of  the  grantor," 
"Ay,  so  says  my  Loid  Seyton,"  replied  Mary; 
yet  methinka,  for  the  daughter  of  so  long  a  line  of 
~  ireigna  to  resign  her  birthri^c,  because  k^Is 
a  upon  her  with  threats,  argue*  little  of  royallf, 
—  win  read  III  for  the  fame  of  nary  in  fiiture  chroni- 
cler Tush  t  Sir  Robert  Melville,  tha  irailars  may 
use  black  threats  and  boM  word%  hul  they  will  not 
dsreloput  their  hands  fbnh  on  our  person  ?" 

"Atast  madam,  they  have  already  dared  so  Sar, 
snd  incuTTsd  such  peril  by  the  lengths  which  they 
have  gone,  that  they  en  but  one  elep  fram  the  wont 

"  Surely/'  said  the  Qtieen,  her  feara  again  predomi- 
nating, ''  Scoltiah  noble*  would  not  leiid  themselve* 

_ - j  moilain,"  be  reoUed,  "what  horrid 

Vectactea  have  been  seen  in  our  day  i  and  what  actja 
**  dark,  that  *ame  Seoltiah  hand  has  not  been  fcund 
..  dora  il  t  Lord  Lindeaay,  beaides  his  natursl  soUsn- 
nesa  and  haidnes*  of  temper,  is  the  near  kinsman  of 
Hetirjr  Damley,  and  Bulhven  has  hia  own  deep  and 
dangeroD*  plwu.  The  Council,  beside*,  speaks  of 
— -*^  ' '■•  snd  word,  of  a  casket  with  lettera— of 


le  for  folly  T'  said  Catherine  Seyton « 

le  the  swoid  inslsntlyP' 

"  If  the  Queen  commands  me."  said  Ibe  youth, 
kicking  lowards  bis  royal  mislreaa. 

For  afaame,  maiden!"  said  the  Oaeen;  wonldst 
mou  inaligate  the  poor  boy  to  enter  into  uaeles*  strife 
with  lbs  two  moat  approved  aotdisrs  is  Scotland  1" 


e  your  act  of  sianalun 
make  il  valid,  the  ftee 


"  Speak  out,  Hel^ie,''Biidihe  Oueen. "  never  on* 
appmached  my  person  who  wished  to  work  ine  evili 
and  aven  thia  poor  pasa,  whom  I  have  1o-dnj  seen 
for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I  can  trust  lately  with 

air  communication." 

"  Nay,  roadoffl,"  onawered  Helville,  "maneheoiir- 


BSQce,  and  he  bang  iha  bMnr  of  Lotd  Sejrtoo'i  me* 
ugs.  I  mill  veniura  to  taj  befora  him  >nd  iheae  fair 
ladle*,  whiMe  iniih  anil  fldelily  t  di)|iuta  noi— I  m^  1 
wiUvfrjuiie  lo  My,  ibal  ihweareoihermoi' 
thai  of  opan  tnmi,  by  which  dcfHwed  lOTen 
die;  ana  that,  aa  Hachiavel  Hith,  Ibere 
■Ml  beivriii  a  kino's  priaon  and  bis  srai 
^Ohlwenslib-       ' •-■ 


THE  ABBOT.  LCbat.  XXB. 

"Iiiaourhope^HiOnccwill  not  auppoae  foondf 
cxunpelled,  by  any  iptirebeniiona  from  ua,"  aid  Ac 
Lord  Ruihven,     loeiecutc  whai  must  be  your  ova 


, body,"  aaid 

Prineen,  "wen  it  but  a  ufe  and 
llieaoni,  ihe  woman 


<m^  lake  ihe  alep  so  soon  aa  1 1— Bul  alaa  !  Hel- 
ville,  irtien  wa  Ihiok  of  death,  a  thouatmd  una,  which. 
we  have  Itod  aa  worms  beneath  our  feci,  lieo  up 
Bgainal  tia  aa  flaoiine  serpetits.  Uast  injunouitly  do 
iGer  accuse  me  of  aiding  Damley's  death ;  yet.  blessed 
Lady  1 1  afforded  loo  open  occaaioa  for  the  suipicion— 
eepouaed  Both  well." 

Think  not  of  thai  now,  madam,"  aaid  Melville, 
"  think  lalher  of  the  immtdiale  mode  of  aaving  your- 
self and  Bon.  Comply  with  the  preaeni  univBBonable 
detnanda.  and  IiubI  that  better  limes  wiil  shortly 


"Modan 


said  Roland  Gtteme,  "  if  it  pleai 


that  I  ahou'ld  do  »,TVill  prtiaei^tly'' 
the  lake,  if  they  refuse  mc  other  conveyance  to  ihe 
shore;  1  will  go  to  the  courta  auccceaivety  of  Eng- 
land. France,  and. Spain,  and  will  ehow  you  hovo 

'  H  than  the  fear  of  deslh,  and  I  will  do  baitlo 

nd  with  one  of  those 

o*(rpav  erery  ri^,  beid  Ear  hand  towatda  Roland, 


»  which  dniins  the  ei 

P-.  ~.af  riak,  held  her  hai.. 

bul  witDout  apeakme  a  word.  He 
and  kissed  iL  and  Uelville  again  i 
" Madam,"  be  Mid,  "lime  prcst 


Dol  let  tboss  boats,  w 
inpanng,  put  forth  on  uic  iskc 

wbsn  it  can  serve  your  cause  e< 
Dot  hastily  stand  commitiod  in  i 
wiihoul  me  here  ia  eridencc  er 
you  haiB  yielded  u>  the  deme 
ihraugh  force  and  fear,  but  fron 


re  are  enough  of 

iafl?"for  lV™lJ 

h  to  show,  tbei 
of  the  Council 


"  Melvitlt"  aaid  the  Queen.  "  ihou  art  an  ancient 
counier^wben  didei  thou  over  know  a  Sovetcign 
Priaca  recall  lo  hie  ptesence  subjecla,  who  had  parted 
tmm  him  on  snch  terms  aa  tiiose  on  which  these 


_.id  wilhoul  submission 

me  both  life  and  crawn.  L  ^ 

them  to  my  presence." 

"Alaai  madam,  that  empty  fbi 
barrier!  If  1  rightly  understand,  you  ainiiui  uimumiK 
to  tislen  to  neal  aiid  sdvanlaReoua  counael— bul  your 
scruple  la  aaved— I  heat  ihem  reluming  to  aak  your 
final  resolution.— 0 1  take  the  advice  of  the  noble 
Beyton,  and  you  may  once  more  command  those  who 
now  usutti  a  triumph  over  you.  But  hnah!  1  hear 
tbem  in  the  vestibule." 

As  he  concluded  speaking,  George  Douriaa  opened 
thedoor  of  the  aparlmeot,  and  maiahalled  in  the  two 
noble  enToya. 

"Wecome,  madam,"  said  the  Lord  RulhTcn.  "lo 
rsqaeai  your  anawer  to  ihe  proposal  of  the  Council." 

"Vmip  nnni  ■n.nmi,"  sBid  Lord  Lindesavi  "f"' 
St  couple  ihe  certainty  thai 


ir,  apology  1 7 
It  empty  fbtm  should  n 


have  precipitated  reur , ._ .-. 

opportunity  of  mabnit  peace  with  Ood,  and  ensuring 
fDur  longer  abode  in  the  world" 

"My  lords,"  said  Maiy,  with  i 
dianity,  "  the  evila  we  cannot  lenai  we  miui  suomii  u> 
—1  will  subscribe  these  parchnuatawilhsucbUbenr  of 
choice  aa  my  condition  patmita  me.  Wars  I  on  yondsr 
niore,  with  a  fleet  ienneuod  tea  Bood  and  loyal  kiUBhls 


The  Queen  had  already  stooped  lowatda  Ihe  taMr, 
nd  placed  the  parchment  before  her,  with  the  |M 
tlween  her  fingers,  ready  for  the  importani  bMoI 
ignaiure.  Bul  when  Lord  Rulhren  had  done  apedl- 
ng,  she  looked  up,  slopped  abort,  and  ihiew  dgmi 
' "Ii;"  she  said,  "I  am  expected  todecliiel 


Engl  and,.  France,  and  Sc^iian'it  i~all  Met 

re,  medam,"  aaid  Lindeaay,  and,  ■natduDC 
lie  Qiiei-n'a  arm,  vnlh  bia  own  ganolleld 
pressed  it,  in  the  rudeness  of  hia  paaMh 
'         rhaps,  than  he  waa  himself  swste  at 


:  cloaeli 


Iv,  perhaps, 

He  held  his  hiiibp  on  her  arm,  bending  his  ens  oB 
her  Willi  a  atem  and  inlimidaling  look,  Idl  bolk 
Hiiihyeii  and  Melville  cried  aheme  1  and  Douglas,  who 
btid  hitherto  remained  in  a  slate  of  apparent  apstbTi 
hadmadeaatriderrom  the  door,  naif  loinlerfere.  Tfc 
rude  Baron  then  quilted  hie  hold,  disguiaing  the  CoB- 
fuKion  which  he  really  felt  at  bavtnR  mdulged  hit  pa» 
aion  to  such  extent,  under  a  sullen  and  coniemptuoia 

The  Queen  immediately  began,  with  an  expnjaien 
of  pain.  10  bare  the  arm  which  he  had  grasped,  by 
drawing  up  ihe  sleeve  of  her  gown,  and  it  appeand 

■'■-■  >■■ ;--i.-J  uft  the  purnlo  marks  of  hi  a  ins 

^h — "My  lord,"  she  said,  "aaa 
might  have  spared  By 


P"«S!f  ."; 


>roof  iha 


strength  on  your  sij 
IlhankyouForil- 


ing  ihe  grasp  on  her  arm,  " 
sirumenis  in  obedience  lo  Itte 
Lord  of  Lindesay,  which  you  in 


you  I 


mofih 


ndcsay  would  have  sptflten,  hut  was  restrained  by 
slleague  Ruthreti,  who  aaid  lo  him,  "  Peace,  my     i 

Lei  the  Lady  Mary  of  Scotland  secribe  bo- 
il, and  carry  it  lo  Ihe  ll^uncd.  Bhould  there  be 
lie  hereafter  on  the  manner  in  which  it  waa  ad- 
ed.  there  will  be  time  enough  for  il." 
ndesay  waa  eilent  accordingly,  only  innncdllfl 
linhiaoeard,  "ImeBntnoltoGurlher:  bullduBt 
]en'B  flesh  be  as  tender  aa  new-fallen  snow." 


while  nibnnbcd  tka  n>Us  ot  ciuitkn  of  the  Ladj  Lodilsran  aod  Oeone  DoaB]4^ 
wbo,  retunung  ttom  die  lindiag-pluw  loDksd  A*- 
quBQdy  b4d[  lo  die  boats,  and  al  length  iioniad,  n 
aui  obsam  tbeir  prognn,  under  uie  wiaaow  al 


_.  .  of  idighl  cooeBioenoe^  ot  al  - 

lamber.  Wbeaabshadpa'fbrnieddiiepunful' 
■iiOM,  and,  harins  cnrlee]^  lo  tfae  loids,  wbb  wuui 
lO  wilhdnir  to  aet  cbambeT.  RudtTen  and  Sir  Bo- 
fewrt  HdTJUe  made,  tba  &nt  ■  ronnal  nveraocai  lb* 
■aoond  an  abei*aiu:«  in  which  bia  deain  to  adcDow- 
ledsa  bia  armpalbj  waa  obnoualy  checked  by  the  fear 
J : ,  ,1^  gj^  ^  lij,  ooiiMgoea  too  partial 


b>  a  nidden  impulM,  he  wMk- 

r  taUe  which  had  liiifaena  been  belwixl 

tfaem  and  the  4neeii,  kneeled  on  one  knee,  look  her 
hand,  kiaaed  it,  let  il  hll,  and  arOK— "  Ladr,"  he  aatd, 
"  tbou  an  a  noUe  creature,  even  though  Ibou  hut 
aboaed  God'i  choiceat  gifts.  I  pay  thai  derolioQ  to 
thy  manlineae  of  nint,  which  I  would  nol  hare  paid 
to  the  power  tbou  baal  long  andewnredly  wielded— I 
kiuel  lo  Maiy  Stewart,  nol  to  the  Qtuen." 

"The  QuMn  and  Mary  Stewart  pity  Iheo  alike, 
Linleeay,     laid  Hary~"  alike  they  pily,  anc 


but  ■  Bixid  b 
tnll,  RiyLon 


hadaL  the. 

;uad  with  rebel*,  what  art  ihou 
the  handeof  a  rulSanT— F'are- 


— Farewi 


1  unaenuna  siaie  policy  oeiien  ana  hdvb 
[a  lewaidil  morencbly,  than  naiy  Slewi 


ider  of  the  day— Clod  w 

ed  ai3  withdrew  ;  b 


"  Chidi 


linctly  ur^ed  by 

fori  will  not  br» 


wilbtn 


liilhv"  ?W"" 


illmfcue — "Chide  not  with  me. 
You  put  the  bangman'i  office 
on  me  lu  luii  lumici,  and  even  ihn  very  hanfltnan 
bath  leave  to  oak  aDtne  pardon  of  thoae  on  whom  he 
does  bii  offlco,  I  would  I  had  ■■  de^  eaiue  to  be 
thia  lady'a  fnend  aa  I  hue  to  br  her  Birnny— Ibou 
ahouldal  see  if  I  spared  hmb  and  life  in  her  quarrel." 

'"n>ou  art  a  aweet  minion,"  aaid  Ruibven,  "to 
flsht  a  1adj''B  quarrel,  and  all  for  a  brent  brow  and  a 
loar  in  the  eye!  Snch  toys  have  been  oul  of  tby 
thought!  thit  matiy  a  vrar,'^ 

"Do  DK  riahl,  Kulhren,"  aaid  Lindeny.  "You 
ars  like  a  poliiihed  coralel  of  elcel ;  h  ahines  morefau- 
dily,  but  It  13  not  a  whit  aofier— nay,  ii  ia  Htb  limes 
hainerihan  a  Glaagow  breaitplateof  hammu^d  iron. 
Edou^.    We  know  eachother" 

llin  descended  the  etaira,  were  heard  to  Bummon 
their  boals,  and  the  Queen  signed  lo  Roland  Qrsme 
la  TMire  lo  the  reel^ule,  and  leave  her  with  her  female 
aliandante. 


CHAPTER  XXI 


A  aacEfs  in  the  lestibnlc  was  enlightened  by  a 
email  window  at  which  Roland  Gnems  stalioned 
himself  to  mark  ihedepanureof  ibelords.  He  could 
Btelheir  followers  niuBitnne  on  horseback  under  their 

corslels  and  ste^l  caps  as  tjiay  moved  to  and  fro, 
mounted  ordismountal,  at  intervals.  On  Ibe  narrow 
Kiaee  beii.iit  ihe  castle  and  the  water,  (he  I*rds 
Etulhven  and  Lindesay  were  already  inovinfi  slowly 
to  their  boalB,  accompanied  by  thelady  of  Lochleven, 
hi!r  nranHHin.  nnH  ihi^ir  principal  Bllendanla.  Thev 
e  of  each  oiher.  as  Roland 


oonki  diacem  by  their  i^ 
from  their  landing-plsLo  ,  mip 
Iheir  oars,  and  iliey  speedily  di 
of  Ibo  idlenaier,  wlio  had  --"■ 
WwBlcb  incir 


..,  _ pon  ihe  eyi 

no  better  emplaymeni  than 
Such  aeemed  aim  (he  oc- 


opan  trial,  eondenmalion,  and  cxeoition :  for  wilh 
such  ijie  haa  been  threatened,  andloauchlhreatathe 
baa  given  way.  Had  she  not  mora  of  the  false  OiD- 
aian  lilood  than  of  the  royal  race  of  Scotland  in  h«r 
rein^  ahe  had  bidden  ihsn  defiance  to  thnr  teeth— 
•ui  it  is  all  of  the  aame  compleiion,  and  tiw 
he  natnral  companion  of  profligacy.- 1 
charged,  foraooth,  from  intruding  on  her 
>reaence  thia  evening.  Go  thou,  m"  ""•  •' 
Jie  usual  service  (rf  the  meal  tt 
ftueen." 

"SopleaBeyou,ladymodier,"aaidDooBlaa,  "Icara 
ol  CTeatly  lo  approach  her  presence." 
"lliau  art  righl,  my  son;  and  therefore  I  tnJM  ihf 
mdence,  even  becaoso  I  have  noticed  Ihy  caulion. 
he  is  Jike  an  isle  on  the  ocean,  sunnunded  with 
and  <iuickMiids  ;  us  verdursfair  and  inviting 

...J ,  . e'"  ■ —    ■ — I    ,    wllllOUt 

honour,  niner  her  to  eat  without  the  attendance  of 

ij^_  _!■.._      ^1 -'-iby  the  judgment  of  Heaven, 

or  ower  over  her  in  her  de»»ir  i 

ar  touched  in  honour  to  show, 

Ih  II  our  labia,  ahe  bad  had  all 

tTTupled  by  a  amart  laponlba 
sh  im  shaiply  of  Adam  Wood- 

co  iroceding  evening.  He.inrned 


ailire,diflenng.  a 
naienala  from  thai 

,  Brat  n   ■ 


0  doabi.a 
"rbdie 


rlh  as  lbs  daughter  of  a  great  baiva,  ana  net  nna 

le,  "  eavee-drtipping  ia  one  of  your  psge-liko  quali- 
Bs,  I  presume! 

"Fair  sister,"  anaweied  Roland,  in  the  same  Ions, 
if  some  frierids  of  mine  be  a*  well  acquainted  with 
le  real  of  our  mystery  at  Ihey  are  wilh  the  arit  of 
wearing,  swagguring,  and  swiichinR,  they  need  ssk 
0  page  m  Chnstendom  for  further  insight  into  his 


"Union 


y  speech  infer  that 


yourself  had  Ihe  discipl 

met,  the  probability  whereof  1  nothing  doubt,  I  pm- 
feas,  fair  page.  lam  at  aloia  to  conjecture  your  mean- 
ing. But  there  ie  no  lime  lo  debate  it  now— Ihey  come 
with  the  evening  meal.    Be  pleased.  Sir  Pagc^  lo  da 

Pout  servants  entered  bearing  dishea,  preceded  by 
the  same  stem  old  steward  whom  Roland  had  alrea^ 
seen,  and  followed  by  George  Douglas,  already  men- 
tioned as  the  grandson  of  ihe  Lady  of  Lochleven.  and 
who,  nciinaasseneechol,  repreeenled.uponthisooea- 
sion,  his  father,  the  Lord  of  the  Caalls.  He  entered 
wilh  his  armn  folded  on  his  bosom,  and  his  looks  bent 
on  the  ground.  Wilh  the  asHsIancc  of  Roland  Oiaine, 
a  lehle  was  suitably  covered  in  the  next  o^middle 
apartment,  on  which  the  domeatica  placed  their  bnr^ 
dens  with  great  reverence,  the  steward  and  Douglas 
bending  low  when  ihey  had  seen  Ihe  table  prapeHr 
adorned,  nsif  th^r  royal  prisoner  had  aal  at  the  board 
in  question.  The  door  opened,  and  Douglas,  raising 
his  eyes  haadly,  cast  Iham  again  on  the  earlh,  wbsn 
he  perceived  it  was  only  the  Lady  Hary  Pleming  who 

"  Her  Orac«,"  aho  said,  "  will  not  eat  to-night." 


:S^ 


■IhU" 


wbkh 


"^'aS 


lordii 


coolda 
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the  morning  she  wrought  with  her  ladies  at  those 
pieces  of  needlework,  many  of  which.  stiD  remain 
proofs  of  her  indefatigable  application.  At  such  houn 
the  page  was  permitted  the  freedom  of  the  castle  and 
islet ;  nay,  he  was  sometimes  invited  to  attend  George 
Douglas  when  he  went,a-8porting  upon  the  lake,  or  on 
its  maigin ;  opportunities  of  diversion,  which  were 
only  clouded  by  the  remarkable  melancholv  which 
always  seemed  to  brood  on  that  gentleman^s  brow, 
and  to  mark  his  whole  demeanour,— a  sadness, so 
profound,  that  Roland  never  observed  him  to  smUe, 
or  to  speak  any  word  unconnected  with  the  immedi- 
ate  object  of  their  exercise. 

The  most  pleasant  part  of  Roland's  day,  was  the 
occasional  space  which  he  was  permitted  to  pass  m 
personal  attendance  on  the  Queen  and  her  ladies,  to- 
gether with  the  regular  dinner-time,  which  he  always 
spent  with  Dame  Mary  Fleming  and  Catherine  Sey- 
ton.  At  these  periods,  he  had  frequent  occasion  to 
admire  the  lively  spirit  and  inventive  imagination  of 
the  latter  damsel,  who  was  unwearied  in  her  contri- 
vances to  amuse  her  mistress,  and  to  banish,  for  a 
time  at  least,  the  melancholy  which  preyed  on  her 
bosom.  She  danced,  she  sung,  she  recited  tales  of 
ancient  and  modem  times,  with  that  heartfelt  exer- 
tion of  talent,  of  which  the  pleasure  lies  not  in  the 
vanity  of  di^laying  it  to  others,  but  in  the  enthu- 
siastic consciousness  that  we  possess  it  ourselvjes. 
And  yet  these  hi^  accomphshments  were  mixed  with 
an  air  of  rusticity  and  harebrained. vivacity,,  which 
seemed  rather  to  belong  to  some  village-maid,  the 
coquette  of  the  ring  around  the  Maypole,  than  to  the 
hijgh-bred  descendant  of  an  ancient  baron.  A  touch 
ofaudacity,  altogether  short  of  effrontery,  and  far  less 
approaching  to  vulgarity,  gave  as  it  were  a  wildness 
to  all  that  she  did ;  and  Mary,  while  defending  her 
from  some  of  the  occasional  censures  of  her  grave 
companion,  compared  her  to  a  trained  singing-bird 
escaped  from  a  cage,  which  practises  in  all  the  luxu- 
riance of  freedom,  and  in  full  possession  of  the  green- 
wood bough,  the  airs  which  it  had  learned  dunng  its 
earlier  captivity. 

The  moments  which  the  page  was  permitted  to 
pass  in  the  presence  of  this  fascinating  creature,  danced 
so  rapidly  away,  that,  brief  as  they  were,  they  com- 
pensated the  weary  dulncss  of  all  the  rest  of  the  day. 
The  space  of  indiugence,  however,  was  alwa^  brief 
nor  were  any  private  interviews  betwixt  him  ana 
Catherine  permitted,  or  even  possible.  Whether  it 
were  some  special  precaution  respecting  the  Queen's 
household,  or  whether  it  were  her  general  ideas  of 
propriety.  Dame  Fleming  seemed  particulariy  atten- 
tive to  prevent  the  young  people  trom  holdmg  any 
Kparete  correspondence  tc^ther,  and  bestowed,  for 
Catherine's  sole  benefit  in  this  matter,  the  full  st<>ck 
of  prudence  f^nd  experience  which  she  had  acquired 
when  mother  of  the  Queen's  maidens  of  honour,  and 
by  which  she  had  gained  their  hearty  hatred.  Casual 
meetings,  however,  could  not  be  pre  vented,,  unless 
Catlierine  had  been  more  desirous  of  shunning,  or 
Roland  Greeme  less  anxious  in  watching  for  mem. 
A  smile,  a  gibe,  a  sarcasm,  disarmed  of  its  severity  by 
the  arch  look  with  which  it  was  accompanied,  was  all 
that  time  permitted  to  pass  between  them  on  such 
occasions.  But  such  passing  interviews  neither  af- 
forded means  nor  opportunity  to  renew  the  discussion 
of  the  circumstances  attending,  their  earlier  acquaint- 
ance, nor  to  permit  Roland  to  investigate  more  accu- 
rately the  mysterious  apparition  of  the  page  in  the 
purple  velvet  cloak  at  the  nostelry  of  Saint  Michael's. 

The  winter  months  slipped  heavily  away,  and  spring 
was  already  advanced,  when  Roland  Ghreeme  observed 
a  gradual  change  in  the  manners  of  his  fellow-pri- 
soners. Having  no  business  of  his  own  to  attend  to, 
and  being,  like  those  of  his  a|:e,  education,  and  degree, 
su/ncienUy  curious  concerning  what  passed  around, 
he  began  by  degrees  to  suspect,  and  finally  to  be 
convinced,  that  there  was  something  in  agitation 
among  his  companions  in  captivity,  to  which  they  did 
iK>t  desire  that  he  should  be  privy.  Naj,  he  became 
almost  certain  that,  bv  some  robins  umntelligible  to 
him.  Queen  Mary  held  corresptmdence  beyond  the 
walls  and  waten  which  surrounded  her  prison-house, 
^na  that  she  nourished  some  secret  hope  of  deliver- 


ance or  escape.  In  the  oonversationa  betwixt  her 
and  her  attendants,  at  which  he  was  neoessaiily  pfe- 
sent,  the  Queen  could  not  always  avoid  showbg  that 
she  was  acquainted  with  the  events  which  were  mis' 
ing  abroad  in  the  world,  and  which  he  onlybnrd 
through  her  report  He  observed  that  she  wrote  mora 
and  worked  less  than  had  been  her  former  custom, 
and  that,  as  if  desirous  to  lull  suspicion  aslcqx  eh« 
changed  her  manner  towards  the  Lady  Lochlevea 
into  one  more  gracious,  and  which  seemed  to  ei- 

fress  a  resigned  submission  to  her  lot.  "  Hiey  think 
am  blind,"  he  said  to  himself^  "  and  that  I  am 
unfit  to  be  trusted  because  I  am  so  young;  or  it  may 
be  because  I  was  sent  hither  by  the  Reg^t  Well! 
—be  it  so— they  may  be  glad  to  confide  m  me  in  tlie 
long  run :  and  Catherine  Seyton,  for  as  saucy  as  she 
is,  may  find  me  as  safe  -a  confidant  as  that  mlieo 
Douglas,  whom  she  is  always  running  after.  It  mvf 
be  they  are  angry  with  me  for  listening  to  Maetci 
Ehas  Henderson ;  but  it  was  their  own  fault  for  send- 
ing me  there ;  and  if  the  man  speaks  truth  and  good 
sense,  and  preaches  only  the  word  of  God.  he  is  u 
likely,  to  be  right  as  either  Pope  or  Councils." 

It  is  probable  that  in  this  last  conjecturcL  Roland 
Graeme  had  hit  upon  the  real  cause  why  the  ladies 
had  not  intrusted  him  with  their  counsels.  He  bad 
of  late  had  several  confterenoes  with  Henderson  on 
the  subject  of  reli^on,  and  had  given,  him  to  under- 
stand that  he  stood  in  need  of  me  instructions  al- 
though he  had  not  thought  there  was  either  pni- 
dence  or  necessity  for  coniessinK  that  hitherto  he  nad 
held  the  tenets  oi  the  Church  of  Rome. 

Elias  Henderson,  a  keen  propa^tor  of  the  re- 
formed faith,  Ipd  sought  the  seclusion  of  Lochlevea 
Castle,  with  the  exprees  purpose  and  expectation  <A 
making  converts  from  Rome  amongst  the  domestics 
of  the  dethroned  Queen,  and  confirming  the  faith  of 
those  who  already  held  the  protestant  doctrines. 
Perhaps  his  hopes  soared  a  httle  higher,  and  hs 
might  nourish  some  expectation  of  a  proaeJvte  mors 
distinguished,  in  the  person  of  the  deposed  Queen, 
But  the  pertinacity  with  which  she  and  her  female 
attendants  refused  to  see  or  listen  to  him,  rendered 
such  hope,  if  he  nourished  it,  alto^tber  abortive. 

The  opportunity,  therefore  of^enlarging  the  reli- 
gious information  of  Roland  Gnemc,  andf  bringing 
him  to  a  more  due  sense  of  his  duties  to  Heaven,  was 
hailed  by  the  good  man  as  a  door  opened  by  Provi- 
dence for  the  salvation  of  a  sinner.  He  dreamed  not, 
indeed,  that  he  was  converting  a  papist,  but  such 
was  the  ignorance  which  Roland  din>layed  upon 
some  material  points  of  the  reformed  doctrine,  that 
Master  Henderson,  while  praising  his  docihty  to  the 
Lady  Lochleven  and  her  mndson,  seldom  failed  to 
add,  that  his  venerable  brother,  Henry  Warden*  must 
be  now  decayed  in  strei^h  and  ia  mind,  since  he 
found  a  catechumen  of  his  fiock  so  ill-grounded  in 
the  principles  of  his  belief.  For  this,  indeed,  Roland 
Gneme  thought  it  was  unnecessarjr  to  araign  the  true 
reason,  which  was  his  having  made  it  a  point  ofhonour 
to  forget  all  that  Henry  Warden  taught  him,  as  soon 
as  he  was  no  longer  compelled  to  repeat  it  over  as  a 
lesson  acquired  by  rote.  The  lessons  of  his  new  in- 
structor, if  not  more .  impressively  delivered,  were 
received  by  a  more  willing  ear.  and  a  more  awakened 
underetanding,  and  the  solitude  of  Lochleven  CasUs 
was  favourable  to  graver  thoughu  than  the  page  had 
hitherto  entertained.  He  wavered  yet,  indeed,  as  one 
who  was  almost  pereuaded ;  but  his  attention  to  the 
chaplain's  instmctions  procured  him  favour  even  with 
the  stem  old  dame  herself;  and  he  was  once  or  twice, 
but  under  great  precaution,  permitted  to  go  to  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Kinross,  situated  on  the  main- 
land, to  execute  some  ordinary  commission  of  hit 
unfortunate  mistress. 

For  some  time  Roland  Graeme  might  be  considered 
as  standing  neuter  betwixt  the  two  parties  who  in- 
habited the  water-girdled  Tower  of  Lochleven :  but, 
as  he  rose  in  the  opinion  of  the  Lady  of  the  Castle 
and  her  chaplain,  he  perceived,  with  groat  griefl  that 
he  lost  ground  in  that  of  Mary  and  her  femak  allies. 

He  came  gradually  to  be  sensible  that  he  was  re- 
garded as  a  spy  upon  their  discourse,  and  that,  instead 
of  the  ease  with  which  they  had  formerly  conveiaed 
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mtm  piwence,  without  Mmprraunii  inr  of  the  nstu- ,  lip*,  imptuoned,  imiil  it  died  on  hie  tongue,  a  niproedi 

nl  leelinge  of  anger,  of  eocrow,  or  mirth,  which  the    eo  miebccoming  the  presence  of  meiraiy 

chence  wo  of  the  momcm  hsppcned  to  call  forth,        "Why  do  you  reni«in  there,"  Mid  iheftueen,  "■» 

thmr  telk  w«8  now  gusrdedly  resmcted  lo  the  raogi    if  you  were  rooted  to  the  psiterreT' 

indi^rent  aubjecis,  and  a  Btudiedraserre  observed        ''I  bn[  utiend  your  Grace'a  eommendi"  «id  the 

even  in  ihamode  of  treating  iheae.  This  obviouB  «uit  ■  pmire. 

Bs  Bccompaniedwithaeorrefpondent       "1  have  none  to  give  you— Begnne  sir  I" 

permnnl  demeanour  towards  the  un-  |     Ae  ho  left  the  gsrdsD  lo  go  to  the  boat,  he  dietinclly 


of  conSdt 

brtniute  page.    The  Queen,  who  had  at  first  treated  ,  h^nl  Mary  upbfajdone  of  her  aiiendants' 
him  w.i,  niaiied  couneey,  now  scarce  qwke  lo  him  '  woids  ;— "  Y( 


...   _^  ,  nocesBBiy  command  fo 

vico.  The  Lady  Fieming  realricted  her  noli 
most  dry  and  distant  eipreeeiona  of  dvi 
CadMnne  Seyton  became  bitter  in  her  plw 
and  »hy,  cross,  and  peiuah,  in  any  iniercoi 

■— '  • ■---.    What  was  yel  more  provo 

nt  he  saw,  mancaof  inlelligeno 


1  byjealouir,  I 

lo  a  certainty,  that  (heloi 

xireyed  matters  of  deep  and  i 


hich  they  eichanesd 

■  lUfl  import    "No 

by  the  eon  of  a 

no  longer  spare  a 


Urn  Hot  cone  ig 

be  waa  indit  la- 

neaaed  with  I  le- 

bhn  lo  hnr'i!  ol 

of  their  Popis  m 

10  repeat  wiib  id 

Dotcrs,  all  th(  or 

IsclaiBd,  that  si 

leiulinK  even  c- 

trine.    "  But  1  id 

bs  to  himaell, ,  ,     „„  ..^,  „„,.h-"~ hi 

betray  my  mtstreea,  because  I  see  cause  to  doubt  of 
her  lelidaa  T— that  would  be  a  serving,  as  Ihey  say, 
the  devU  for  God's  sake.  I  will  forth  mlo  the  worfJ 
—he  that  serves  fair  ladies,  may  at  least  expect  kind 
look*  and  kind  words ;  and  I  bear  not  the  mind  of  a 
getuleman,  to  aubmtt  to  cold  ireatment  and  sus- 
picion, and  B  lifo-longeapliviiy  hendes.  I  will  speak 
to  GsoiBC  Douglas  to-morrow  when  we  go  out 
a-fiahinff.  ' 


night w 


t  aient  in  agilatinE  Ibis  mag- 
ind  he  arose  in  toe  morning 
.  hie  own  mind  whether  he 


tesaiotion,  and  he  arose  in  the  morning 
.— tly  decided  in  hie  own  mind  whether  he 
ibide  by  il  or  not.    It  happened  thai  he  wa* 


by  the  QMen  at  an  unusual  hour,and  juM 
u  oe  waa  about  to  go  Ont  with  Oaorge  Doji^ae.  He 
went  to  attend  her  command*  in  the  garaen ;  bul  as 
he  had  hi*  aq^ng-rod  in  hi*  hand,  the  eircumiianoe 
aanonnced  hi*  previoo*  intention,  and  the  Qneeil, 
nirnuig  to  the  Lady  Fleming,  aaid,  "  Catherine  must 
deviae  some  other  amusenient  lor  ua,  ma  bonne  anie,' 
our  discreet  paaa  has  already  made  his  party  for  the 

I  Hud  from  the  beginning,"  anewered  (ho  Lady 
FlemmK,  "ihatyourOrace  ouent  not  to  relyoa  being 

favoorecl  with  the  company  or  a  yonlh  who  ha 

many  Htwuenot  aajnainiances,  and  has  the  meai 
amuamg  taunaeif  far  more  afoeeably  than  with  ua 
"I  wiah,"  said  Calherino,  her  animated  feal 
tvddening  with  mortification,  that  hie  frienda  w 
■ail  away  with  him  lor  good,  and  bring  us  in  rem 
wge  (if  such  a  thing  can  be  fouml)  faithful  lo 
tlasen  and  lo  bis  religion." 

' ■-'---inay 

—  , e  any  lon„_.   ..  . 

of  the  treatment  whicb  bereooiyed     

1  he  waa  about  to  add,  "  I  Uearaly  wish  you 

, — win  in  my  room,  if  such  can  be  found,  who 

u  capable  of  enduring  women's  caprc^  withoul 
going  distracted."  Luckily,  he  recollected  the  remorse 
whioh  he  had  felt  at  having  given  way  lo  ihe  vivacity 
of  hi*  teouMTivoaeniDilaroccanont  anddoang  hi* 


ce  deierm  i  nerf  Roland  GriEme'  a 
BBile,  if  it  were  possible,  and 
1  lo  George  Douglas  without 


who  ptdled  Ihe  onre,  which  way  he  ahoind  row.  When 
Ihey  were  a  furlong  or  two  from  ihe  casile,  Roland 
rested  on  iheoarit  and  addressed  his  companion  some- 
what abruplly,—  I  have  aometliingof  importance  to 
aay  lo  you,  under  your  pleaaurp,  faireir." 

The  pensive  melancholy  of  Doi^lae'a  countenance 
at  once  gave  way  la  the  eager,  keen,  and  startled  look 
of  one  who  eipocts  lo  hear  something  of  deep  and 

MI earied  lo  the  very  death  of  this  Casile  of 

L  "  continued  Roland. 

aUrsaidDou^aB;  "I  know  none  of  its 
in  iwho  are  much  Oatter  pleased  with  il." 

1 1  am  neither  n  nalive  of  ihe  house,  nor  a 
pi  it,  and  eo  I  may  reasonably  desire  to  leave 

"You  might  desire  lo  quit  it  with  equal  teaaon," 
answered  Douf^as,  "if  you  were  both  ihe  one  and  the 

"  But."  said  Roland  Oneme,  "  I  am  nol  only  lired  of 
ving  in  Lochleven  Casile,  but  I  am  determined  u> 

"Thatis  a  reaotution  man  essily  taken  than  eis- 
Bled,"  replied  Douglas. 

"Not  iffouraelt  air,  and  your  Lady  Molher,  chooae 
1  ronseot,"  answend  the  page. 

"Vou  mistake  the  matter,  Rolanil,"  said  Douglasr 
you  will  find  that  the  consent  of  two  other  persons 

Sua Ily essentia)— that  Ihe  LsdyHary  your  mistress, 
that  of  my  uncle  the  Regent,  who  placed  you 
about  her  person,  and  who  will  not  think  it  proper 


itiendancsBosi 
n  whether  I  w; 
tiat  aiqjalled  ai 


raeipciience 
'  aaid  Geon 


riiuu..,,     -i.u  ,..v  page,     andi-,----— „  ~  , 

a  gentleman  who  i*  incapable  of  betraying  me,  I  will 
confess,  thai  if  I  thought  myaelf  a  prisoner  bere, 
ndlher  walla  nor  water  shonldcunfine  me  long. 

"  Frankly,"  said  Douglas.  1  could  nol  much  blame 
yon  for  the  attempti  yet.  for  a  I  thai,  my  lather,  er 
ancles  or  the  earl,  or  an/  of  my  broihera,  or  in  short 
any  of  ihe  kintfa  loids  into  whose  h 


ou  will  baidll 
jdrf 'a  ielsud— 


iirould  in  such  ■  wise  hang  you  hke  a  dog.  or  hke  a 
'  who  doserta  his  post  i  and  I  promise  von  that 

■lyeecapolhem.  Bul  row  towarda  Saint 

„„,  „  „ -there  is  a  bieeie  from  the  west,  and  we 

shall  have  sport,  keeping  lo  windward  of  ihe  isleLwbeTe 
the  nppjo  "J^^l^^-  Jl^J_  ^  5f  ^'t  "^re  "  h^i^' 


oned  when 


When  their  lime  waa  expired,  Dongisa  took  the 
oars  in  hi*  turn,  and  by  hia  oraer  Roland  Grteme 
steered  the  boat,  dirociina  her  course  upon  Ihe  land- 
ing place  St  the  castle.  But  he  ateo  stiKiped  in  ihe 
midsl  of  his  course,  and,  looking  around  bim,  said  lo 
Otiome,  "There  ia  a  Ihiog  which  I  could  meniion  to 
thee;  but  il  is  ao  deep  a  aeeiet,  that  even  hen^  sur- 
rounded as  we  are  hj  waves  and  diy,  without  the 
poanbilitT  of  a  listener,  I  cannoi  prevail  on  myself  to 


m 
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"Better  leave  it  qnnpokfln.  nr,"  •ntmtmd  B^mnd 
Oneroe,  '*  if  you  doubt  the  honour  ot  him  who  alone 
can  bear  iu" 


imprudent— but  who  hath  informed  you  that  I  am 
changeiiiir' 

"One  that  knows  you,  perhaps,  better  than  you 
know  yourself,"  replied  Douglas. 

"I  suppose  you  mean  Catherine  Seyton,"  said  the 
page,  his  heart  rising  as  he  spoke ;  *  but  she  is  her- 
■eu  nfty  times  more  variable  in  her  humour  than  the 


blood  and  birth,  and  must  not  be  lightly  awoken  of." 

"  Master  George  of  Douglas,"  said  Graeme,  "  as 
that  speech  seemed  to  be  made  under  the  warrant  of 
■omething  like  a  threat,  I  pray  you  to  observe,  that  I 
value  not  the  threat  at  the  estimation  of  a  fin  of  one 
of  these  dead  trouts ;  and,  moreover,  I  would  have 
vou  to  know  that  the  champion  who  undertakes  the 
defence  of  every  lady  of  blood  and  birth,  whom  men 
accuse  of  change  or  faith  and  of  fashion,  is  like  to 
have  enough  of  work  on  his  hands." 

"  Go  to,  ^  said  the  Seneschal,  but  in  a  tone  of  good- 
humour,  thou  art  a  foolish  boy,  unfit  to  deal  with 
Sy  matter  more  serioua  than  the  casting  of  a  net,  or 
9  flying  of  a  hawk." 

"  It  your  secret  concern  Catherine  Seyton,"  said  the 
PBJge^  I  care  not  for  it,  and  so  you  may  tell  her  if  you 
wiU.  I  wot  she  can  shape  you  opportunity  to  spenk 
with  her,  as  she  has  ere  now." 

The  flush  which  passed  over  Douglas's  fiice,  made 
the  page  aware  that  he  had  lighted  on  a  truth,  when 
be  was,  in  fact,  speaking  at  random ;  and  the  feeling 
that  he  had  done  so,  was  like  striking  a  dagger  into 
his  own  heart  His  companion,  without  further 
answer,  resumed  the  oar&  and  pulled  lustily  till  they 
arrived  at  the  island  ana  the  castle.  The  servants 
received  the  produce  of  their  sport,  and  the  two  fish- 
ers, turning  n-om  each  other  in  silence,  went  each  to 
his  several  apartment. 

Roland  Grsme  had  spent  about  an  hour  in  grum- 
bling against  Catherine  Seyton,  the  Queen,  the  Re* 
gint,  and  the  whole  House  of  Lochleven,  with  George 
ouglas  at  the  head  of  it,  when  the  time  approached 
that  his  duty  called  him  to  attend  the  naeal  of  Queen 
Mary.  As  he  arranged  his  dress  for  this  purpose,  he 
grudged  the  trouble,  which,  on  simuar  occasions,  be 
used,  with  boyish  foppery,  to  consider  as  one  of  the 
most  important  duties  of  his  day;  and  when  he  went 
to  take  his  place  behind  the  chair  of  the  Queen,  it 
was  with  an  air  of  ofleoded  dignity,  which  could  not 
•Mape  her  observation,  and  probably  Appeared  to  her 
ridiculous  enough,  for  she  whiq>ered  something  in 
French  to  her  ladies,  at  which  the  Lady  Fleming 
laughed,  and  Cathenqe  appeared  half  diverted  and 
half  disconcerted.  This  pleasantry,  of  which  the  sub- 
ject was  concealed  from  Vim,  the  unfortunate  page 
TOceived,  of  course,  as  a  new  oflence,  and  called  an 
additional  degree  of  sullen  dignity  into  his  mien, 
which  might  Have  exposed  him  tof«riher  raillery,  but 
that  Mary  appeared  disposed  to  make  allowance  for 
and  compassionate  his  feelings. 

With  the  peculiar  tact  and  delicacy  which  no  wo- 
man possessed  in  greater  perfection,  she  began  to 
■oothe  by  degrees  the  vexed  spirit  of  her  magnani- 

gious  attendant.    The  excellence  of  the  fish  whk^ 
e  had  taken  in  his  expedition,  the  hi^h  flavour  and 
beautiful  red  colour  of^  the  trouta,  which  have  long 

given  distinction  to  the  lake,  led  her  first  to  express 
er  thanks  to  her  attendant  for  so  afl^«eable  an  addi- 
tion to  her  table,  especially  upon  a  jour  dt  Jeune  ;  and 
then  brought  on  inquiries  into  the  place  where  the 
fish  had  been  taken,  their  size,  their  peculiarities^  the 
timea  when  they  were  in  season,  and  a  comparison 
between  the  Lochleven  trouta  and  those  which  are 
found  in  the  lakes  and  rivers  ofthe  south  of  Scotland. 
The, ill  humour  of  Roland  Grsme  was  never  of  an 
obstinate  cluiracter.  It  rolled  away  like  miat  before 
the  sun,  and  he  was  eaaily  engaged  in  a  keen  and 
■nimated  diaaerution  about  LochTeren  trom,  andiM 


trottt,  and  rim  trout,  and  bi^^nt,  and  cfaai^^ 
never  riae  to*  fiy,  and  par,  whidi  aome  anppoM  * 
sahnon,  and  haUngM,  which  fiwuent  the  Niti^ 
veruUMCM^  which  are  only  found  m  the  Castle-^ 
of  Lochmaben  {  and  he  was  hurrying  on  with 
eager  impetuositv  and  enthusiaam  of  a  younc  ape 
man,  when  he  observed  that  the  smile  with  whit^ 
the  Queen  at  first  listened  to  him  died  kngoidlr 
away,  and  that,  in  spite  of  her  eflbrts  lo  auiiiii— 
them,  tears  rose  to  her  eyes.  He  stopped  emadr 
short,  and^  distressed  in  his  turn,  asked  "  If  he  had 
had  toe  riMfW^'P**  unwittingly  to  0ve  dupleaaore  !• 
her  Grace?" 

"No,  my  poor  boy,"  replied  the  Queen;  **bat  aa 
you  numbered  up  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  my  kio^ 
dom,  imagination  cheated  me,  as  it  will  do,  tmd 
snatched  me  from  these  dreary  walla,  away  to  ihm 
romantic  streams  of  Nithsdale.  and  the  royal  lowaia 
of  Lochmaben.— O  land,  which  my  fathera  have  so 
long  ruled !  of  the  pleasures  which  yoa  extend  m 
freely,  your  Queen  is  now  deprived,  and  the  pooimt 
beggar,  who  may  wander  free  from  one  landwMd 
town  to  another,  would  scorn  to  chaise  ilMeawiih 
Mary  of  Scotland!" 

"Your  Highness,"  sakl  the  Lady  Flemmft  ''wiD 
do  well  to  withdraw." 

"  Come  with  me  then,  Fleming,"  aaid  the  Qooeo, 
"  I  would  not  burden  hearts  ao  young  as  tfaeaa  tn, 
with  the  sight  of  my  sorrows."  • 

She  accompanied  these  words  with  a  look  of  m^ 
lancholy  compassion  towards  Roland  and  Catherinfl^ 
who  were  now  left  alone  together  in  the  apartment. 

The  page  found  his  situation  not  a  little  embar- 
raaeing;lor,  as  every  reader  has  experieooed  wb« 
may  have  chanced  to  be  in  such  a  aitnatkm,  it  is 
extremely  diffictilt  to  maintain  the  fiill  dignitir  of  an 
ofTended  person  in  the  preeence  of  a  beauttrui  girl, 
whatever  reason  we  may  have  for  being  angry  with 
her.  Catherine  Seyton,  on  her  part,  sale  stiH  hka  a 
hngering  ghost,  which,  conacieus  of  the  awe  which  its 
presence  unpoeee,  is  chantably  disposed  to  ghne  tin 
poor  confused  mortal  whom  it  visits,  time  to  reowgi 
his  senses,  and  comply  with  the  grand  rata  of  de- 
monology  by  speaking  first  But  as  Roland  ■»whiI 
in  no  hurry  to  avail  himself  of  her  eondeaceneion,  she 
carried  it  a  atep  farther,  and  herself  opened  the  coa- 
versation. 

"  I  pray  yon,  foir  air,  if.it  may  be  penaitted  ma  is 
disturb  your  auguat  reverie  by  a  question  so  aimpl% — 
what  may  have  become  <^ your  rosary?*' 

"  It  ia  lost,  madam— lost  some  time  since,"  aud 
Roland,  partly  embarrassed  and  partly  indignant. 

"  And  may  I  ask  fortber^  av."  said  Catfaeiiae, 
"  why  you  have  not  replaced  it  with  another?—!  ba«a 
half  a  mind,"  ahe  said,  taking  from  her  packet  a 
string  of  ebony  beada  adorned  with  gold,  "  to  bestow 
one  upon  you,  to  keep  for  my  aake^  juat  to  mmnid 
you  of  former  aoopaimanoe." 

There  was  a  little  trerauloiis  accent  in  the  tans 
with  which  these  words  were  delivered,  whidi  at 
once  put  to  flight  RoUnd  Greme's  resenimant.  sad 
brought  him  to  Catherine'a  aide ;  but  she  insumtly 
resumed  the  bold  and  firm  accent  which  was  moia 
familiar  to  her.  "  I  did  not  bkl  you,"  ahe  said.  '*  oonia 
and  sit  so  close  by  me:  for  the  acqaaintanoe  that  I 
spoke  oC  has  been  stiff  and  cold,  dwM  and  buried,  liar 
this  many  a  day." 

"  Now  Heaven  forbid !"  aaid  the  pag^  "^  it  has  oofy 
fflept ;  and  now  that  you  deaire  it  afaonld  awalie,  finr 
Catherine,  believe  me  that  a  pledgeof  your  retnnuny 
favour" 

"*  Nay,  nay,"  aaid  Catherine,  witUiolding  the  r^ 
aary.  towards  which,  as  he  spoke,  he  extended  hia 
band,  "I  have  changed  my  mind  on  batter  reflectiim. 
What  should  a  heretic  do  with  these  holy  bsad% 
that  have  been  bleaaed  by  ths  Father  of  the  church 
himaelf?" 

Roland  wincedgrievously.  for  he  saw  plainly  whieis 
way  the  diaeoorse  was  now UkehP  to  teod,  and  felt  tbst 
It  must  at  all  events  be  embarrssaing.  ''Nay,  but," 
ne  aaid,  tt  waa  a  token  of  your  own  regard  that  yon 
ofieredtbem."  ,  ^  r^ 

"Ay,  fair  air,  but  that  regard  atteaded  the  foidifiil 
aoKveot,  ths  loyal  sad  pioaa  Oathalie,  tha 


v.] 


'..^ti: 


B  Brand  duty ,  — _. , „_. 

,     islo  aerre  ihe  churcb  Bod  QuKn. 

-I'D  nice  a  penun,  if  irou  ever  beard  of  ' 
n^rd  doe,    and   "   "  '      '^' 

bull,  indianBiIiy.  "Ibai  ths  vans  of  your  ft*<»r 
tonwd  onTr  la  ■  Ci^iolic  wind,  considariBE  thai  il 
poinia  B  plainly  to  fSaorse  Douftlu,  who  J  [hink,  i* 

"Thmkbetur  of  George  Douglaa,"  uid  Csthcnm, 

"  ihao  lo  bslieTB" and  thai  cheddnB  horeeK  aa 

if  aha  had  iipokan  too  much,  alie  tcsui  on  "  I  usure 
ym,  fair  Maater  Roland,  that  all  who  wiah  you  w«U 


"  Tbay  are  more  nanwrooa,  and  think  more  dnply, 
nmceming  you,  thin  Ton  aeem  to  be  awir^"  aa- 
kwarsd  Catoerin*.  "  But  perhapa  they  think  wrang 
— Van  ara  (be  beat  judge  in  voor  Dim  iflwra ;  aitd  u 
VM  prafei  gold  and  churcD-landa  to  honoui  wmI 
loyally,  and  the  &i[h  of  your  bihan,  whyriiauld  you 
ba  hampered  ui  eooacieoca  man  than  omen  1" 

"  May  HeavoD  bear  witnen  for  me,"  said  Rolaitd, 
"  tbatiilaatanainanydiBareaoaoropimoii— Ibalia, 
if  I  nomiab  aoy  doubia  in  point  of  religion  tliey  haye 
hgm  adopted  on  ths  cooTictiDn  <rf^my  own  mind,  and 

"  Ay,  ay,  yotir  con 
poated  elw  with  aaliri 
a  the  Bcsps-Epal  |  I 
bear  the  buMea  of  < 
Abbey  of  Saint  HaiT 
to  our  Dofale  loni  to^  . 

mnoily  ihereofl'for  the  l_„ 

faliciona  yon  aid  now  lo  be  graalcd  by  tbe  Hi^^ 
andHifthly  "Raitor.  and  ao  forrh,  Ivaea.  Eaii  of 
KnRay,  u  the  flood  aquirs  of  daroea  Rnland  Gname. 
fin  bia  loyal  and  faiihlnl  aervice  aaundar-eqiial,  and 
dapaty-Iunikey.  far  Becming  the  peraon  of  hia  lawful 

—   "   -^Mary." 

>  ma  cruelly,"  aaid  the  paftei 

It  cruelly — God  knowa  I  would 
'  at  the  liik  irf  my  tifc^  or  with 

"  Much  ma;  be  doDa--enouBh  may  be  done— all 
nwy  be  dona-^  men  will  be  but  true  and  honourable, 
•>  Scotuh  men  were  in  the  daya  of  Bruce  and 
Watlaes.  O.  Roland,  from  what  an  enteipriae  you 
me  now  williitaawinB  nao'  heart  and  hand,  thiaogh 

•a  and  coldnaaa  of  S)irit  1" 

1  I  witbdraw,"  nid Roland,  "from  an 


"  Do  nm  t«BtMlf  dMn  h  1"  nvliad  Oatb«iM  I "  fc 
y«a  not  adlnH  tbal  nra  have  dnnk  the  pouwn  lAith 
you  riumld  naVe  d  aHkad  fiom  your  li^  t—Vo  you  deny 
that  il  now  fentuola  in  fowr  veina.  it  il  liaa  Dot  alto- 
getber  eonupted  the  nnnga  of  life't— Do  you  dioy 
ihai  you  have  your  doubta,  a>  you  proudly  term  tbam, 
reapecling  what  popaa  and  couscus  have  declaTed  k 
nnlawfid  to  doubt  of  1— ta  Dot  your  bilh  iTBTfring,  tt 
uolovarthtowo7— Doea  not  the  beTMicprea^erboMt 
hia  conciueit  7— Doea  nol  ibo  berelic  woman  of  Ihi( 
priaon-hoiiBe  hold  up  thy  example  tootherti — Do  not 
the  Queen  and  Ihe  Lady  FleminK  believe  in  tby  ftll> 
ing  Bwayl— And  ia  there  any  eicepi  one— yea,  I  wiU 
■peak  it  out.  and  ihink  ae  lightly  as  you  pleaaaof  my 
liood  will— ia  there  ono  except  myself  that  boldaeveu 
~  lingering  faope  that  you  may  yet  prove  whalwaonM 


my  Ufa;  hot  wba 


Kannaqubatr,  lately  forfeited 


eonsnuoicated  with  me  upon  any  ibing  fur  her  aei- 
TicB  which  I  have  refuaed  )  Or  have  yon  not,  all  of 
ymi,  beldme  at  auh  adialanoa&om  your counaela, 
n  tf  I  were  the  moat  fidtUan  apy  ainca  the  daya  of 
Qaneton  1"> 

"  And  who,"  aud  CetheriiM  Seyton,  "  would  trtvi 
the  awom  fnend,  and  pupil  and  eompamon,  of  the 
h«elic  preaehCT  Henderaon  1  ay~a  piipei  tnlor  you 
have  choam,  inatead  of  lh«  eioUeDI  Ambroau^ 
who  ia  now  mmed  out  of  houae  and  bomealead,  if 
iodeed  ha  ia  not  languiahing  in  a  dungeon,  lor  with- 
Maadios  iha  tyranny  of  Morton  to  whoae  brother  tbe 
lempoimliiieB  of  that  noble  houae  of  God  have  been 
■ifnd  away  by  the  Rega 

"iBiipaianbleT'  aaid 


..idthepai 

imbroae  in  auch 


'iitr^'i 


a  aught  itoat  tyrailtiy  can  indict 
DO  ninneii. 

"Bm  why,"  aaid  Roland,  vety  much  moved,  "  nfiy 
ibnald  yon  nppoaa  ihM— diat— that  ii  ia  with  ma  •• 
yimaayr' 

^Mlas'OiiBD,  or  <tav1on  otltmBim,  !■,  la  OwHi 
eailw  vbjaet of  CliuladiamaaatiUFBiHilAB,  alwai 


nune,  title,  conaequenco,  and  power,  all  grew  up 
e  a  rauahroom,  by  the  mere  worm  good-wOl  of  th« 
Iter,  whom,  in  requiiel,  he  hath  mewed  up  in  Ihil 
ace  of  mdancholy  aacluaion— whom,  in  furthdr 
juiial,  be  haa  depoaed,  and  whom,  if  be  dared,  he 

™I  thii 

idGra , ,— --   - 

....lile,  "it  would  require  aooie  bnbe  Ic 

brace,  with  firm  and  deaperale  reaolulion,  either  one 
aide  or  the  other." 

"  Nay,  if  that  ia  idl,"  icplied  Catherine  SeytotI,  in  •: 
tone  of  eothueiasm,  "you  ahal!  he  guordoned  with 
prayera  from  oppreeaed  aubjecta— from  dtapoMeaaed 
dewy— from  insulted  nobles— with  immortal  praiae 
■    fulureagee- with  eagetgrtlitude^--^ "-■- 

th  fame  on  earili,  i  '"    ~'''~  '"'      ' 

-  you— yon  will  achiero  at  jtftfliffS'iMI 


hiapered  Roland,  kneelingWI 
knee,  and  taking herhand,  which,  in  the  T-'-'-^ 
'      -    '  in,  Catherine  held  towBTda  biin. 


"Nay,"  aaid  BhB,pBn»inK  "  IhavealreBdy  Satd 
miieh-i»T  too  mu<*,  iri  preyail  not  with  yoti— far 
little  if  I  do.  Bm  I  prevail,"  aha  oominned,  aw 
tbM  the  oomttntmce  of  ibe  youth  tin  addreMM 


raltwi  ihe  good  c 

Blrength— thua    '    ■ 


THK  ABBOT. 
IT  own—"  I  pnvail ;  or 
faiia    Ibrougn  iEi   dvh 

gfiT  lo  ibfl  brow  of  tbe 
1  louchtntt  ii,  Hgned  Ihe 

ice  m  which  she 
g  up,  and  exiri- 


latdy  oc- 
dddight, 


ndlnu  ' 
endfld  cup.    He 

nHd  no  I  engage 
Kh.lhelTB^or 

I  the  aubjecl. 


CHAPTER   XXV. 


eude,  He  a  Bpolivhere  hemiahi  indulge  ihe  course  of 
ha  thick- coming  fancies  wiLh  leaat  chance  of  inlw- 
mptioQ.  Bui  hia  place  of  retiremfcni  wsa  in  the  pre- 
Kot  caae  ill  choMi).  Tor  he  was  proaeatlr  joined  by 
Mr.  Eliaa  HcndetBoi. 

"I  KHighl  you,  >'aung  man."  raid  the  preacher. 
"  ' — ring  lo  apeak  of  eomelhiag  which  concema  you 


n  Ihua  oflciBd.  though  he  felt 


liiepaBehad  no 
coca  which  the  cht 

that  it  might  prove „ 

"  In  teaching  thee,  aa  for  aa  my  feeble  knowledec 
halh  permitted,  Ihy  duty  towinja  Ood,"  said  the 
chaplain,  "  there  are  particular!  of  your  duly  lonaide 
mac.  upon  which  I  was  unwilUng  long  or  much  to 
isBiat.  You  ate  herein  the  aerviceof  a  lady,  honour- 
abte  aa  touching  her  birth,  deacrring  of  atl  compaa- 
aiop  aa  reapecta  tier  miaJbrtunea,  and  gami^ied  with 
erenbnt  too  many  of  thoae  outwaid  qualities  which 
win  men'a  regard  and  BfTectioD.  Have  you  ever  con- 
adered  your  r«gard  to  Ihia  Lady  Hary  of  Scotland, 
in  ita  true  light  and  bsarineT' 

"I  tniat,  reverend  air,  replied  Roland  QnamB, 
"that  lam  welt  aware  of  the  duties  a  servant  in  my 
condition  owea  to  hia  royal  mistress,  especially  in  her 
lowly  and  distreesed  atate." 

"True,"  answered  the  preacheri  "but  it  is  even 
(hat  honest  fbeUng  which  may,  in  the  Lady  Mary's 
eas^  carry  thee  into  great  crims  and  treachery." 

"  How  BO.  reverenaair  1"  replied  the  page ;  1  pro- 
leaa  I  imdeialand  you  not." 

"  I  ipeak  to  you  not  of  the  Crimea  of  ihia  iU-adviaed 

lady,"  aoid  the  preacher;  "  (hey  are  not  subjecta  Ibr 

Ihe  ears  of  her  awom  servant.    But  it  is  enough  to 

—   ■'--■  -"---    inhappy  person  hath  rejected  more 

more  hopes  of  aloiy.  than  ever  were 

ily  princesi  aniT thai  ahe  ia  now,  her 

ing  passed,  sequestered  in  this  lonely 

nnkon  weal  of  the  people  of  Scotland, 

r  the  benefit  of  her  own  soul" 

r."  raid  Roland,  somewhat    impa- 

but  tiM>  well  aware  that  my  unfor- 


in  her  realraiDt  nyaelf— of  which,  lo 
m  heartil)[  weary." 
f  ihai  which  I  Btn  aboul  to  qieak," 
n,  mildly  I  "but  Sist,  my  good  Ro- 
od Ihe  pleiuBnl  prospecl  of  yondst 
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be  tmeka  aiisHL 
by  ibe  iceea,  aod 

ch  by  Ifae  aids  of 

1  know  that  ihsy 
'  living  in  unilyt 
hs  Bword  lesiini 

Ifa  are  offend  M 
^refreshed  witk 
irve,  who  shoold 


ivhom  the  worthies  of  the  lime  have  beeua 
^u>.ii,  dnd  who  ahould  once  more  make  ihe  chordMS 
(jfGod  the  high  places  of  Baal?" 

"  You  havelimned  a  frightful  picture,  reveroid  mt," 
said  Roland  Oreme;  "yel  I  guess  not  whom  yo> 
vrould  charge  wilh  the  purpose  of  cllbcling  a  chaii(s 

"  God  forbid,"  replied  the  preacher,  "ihaltahouU 
Bay  to  thee,  thou  art  the  man.— Yel  bewarr,  Bi^ood 
Grsme,  ihai  thou,  in  serving  thy  niistresa,  bold  foM 
the  aiill  higher  aervice  which  ihou  oweat  lo  the  pases 
of  Ihy  country,  and  the  proaperity  of  her  inhabitanlsi 
else,  Roland  Grnme,  thou  mayel  bo  Ihe  very  man 
upon  whose  head  will  fall  the  curses  and  assnnd 
puni^tnenl  due  to  such  work.  If  Ihou  arl  won  I* 
the  song  of  these  sirens  lo  aid  that  unhappy  ladt> 
eacapc  from  this  place  of  penitence  and  aeconly,  il  is 
over  with  the  peace  of  Scodand's  cottages,  and  widi 
the  proaperity  of  her  palaces — and  the  nabe  unhoffl 
shall  curae  the  name  of  the  man  who  gave  inlet  tolba 
disordfr  which  will  follow  the  war  beiwiit  the  mo- 
ther and  the  son," 

"  I  know  of  no  such  plan,  reverend  air,"  answered 
Ihe  page,  "  and  therefore  can  aid  none  anch. — Hy 
duly  towards  the  Queen  baa  bcon  eimply  itaat  (A 
an  attendant :  it  is  a  task  of  which,  at  lunes,  I  would 
willingly  have  been  freed;  nevertbelesa" ■ 

"  It  IS  to  prepnre  ihee  for  the  enjoyment  of  some- 
thing more  of  liheriy,"  said  the  preacher,  "thatl 
have  endeavoured  lo  impteaa  upon  you  the  deep  rs- 
sponsibility  under  which  your  otGce  mu*I  ba  dis- 
charged. Oeoige  Douglas  hath  told  the  Lady  Lod)- 
leien  ihal  you  are  weary  of  this  service,  aod  mr 
tnlercession  halh  partly  determined  bar  good  ladp 

ship,  ihal,  aayour  disehain  ci ' '  — 

shall,  inatssd,  bs emploredin oi 

the  mainland,  which  have  hitbeno  b 

by  olber  persons  of  conftdsnce.    Whereiant  c 

with  me  lo  ihe  lady,  breren  to-day  such  duty  will  be 
imposed  on  you." 

1  trust  you  will  hold  me  excused,  teversnd  sir," 
said  the  page,  who  fell  that  an  increase  of  confideocs 
on  the  part  of  the  Lady  of  the  Castle  and  her  {ainily 
would  render  hia  situation  in  a  moral  view  doohl* 
embarraasing,  "one  cannol  serve  two  maaieiB— ana 


1  much  Ibar  ihai  my  mistrsss 

caaedfor  taking  employment  il 

"  Peat  not  that,"  said  the  preacher;  "her  consent 
shall  be  ariied  arid  obtained.  I  fcai  ahe  wdl  ijeld  it 
but  (00  eaaily,  as  hoinng  10  avad  henelfofyouragancr, 
lo  maiatoia  cotrespoiidence  with  her  fhenda,  sa  ibose 
folsetr  call  tbemadTss,  who  would  maks  her  nam* 
the  wati^word  ha  dm  war." 

"  And  llius,"  said  thepage,  "1  shall  be  eipaaed  h> 
suapinon  on  all  sides  j  for  my  mianeas  will  conader 
me  aa  a  apy  placed  on  hsr  by  her  ensmies,  seeing  nM 
BO  far  truated  by  them ;  and  ihe  Lady  Locblsvol  wiQ 


more  in  the  answer  than  the  precise  words 
o  imply.  He  failed  in  this  pomt,  howmr  i 
id,  bred  a  page  &ora  childhood,  ktisw  bow 


THE  ABBOT. 


a  ihUbii  [iBUiih  ciBt  of 

-„ kulated  to  hide  ul  inur 

I  understand  ihee  DC 


olher  leclii^B. 


i^ng-rod,  would  have  borne  ■' 


»  il  would,"  replied  Rolnnd,  who  pereeivot! 

(ha  ditiEer  of  eufft;rinK  HendersoD'ti  huir-rnised  wu- 
pidoDB  to  bGcoinc  tiillv  iiwalte.— "  I  would  have 
thought  of  nolhing  but  llie  gan  and  the  oar,  and  IbB 
wild  ^TBler-fawl  thm  tecnpi  ma  by  milniK  nmong  the 
•eds^a  yonder  BO  far  out  gf  flighl-ahot,  had  you  no! 

burning  of  town  and  tower,  ihe  downfall  o(  the  Bvan- 

"  Follow  mc,  then,"  aaid  Headerwjn,  "atid  we  will 
wek  Ihe  Lady  Lochleven." 

Hay  found  her  at  bieokfaat  wilh  her  nandaoit 
OttorKO  Douglaa.— "Peace  be  with  your  lodyshipl" 
•aid  ine  prcaeher,  bowing  to  his  palroncsa  i  "Roland 
Qrceme  awaiia  your  order." 

"  Young  man,"  said  tho  lady,  "  our  chaplain  halh 
wamntod  for  aif  fidelity,  and  we  are  delermiued  to 
mje  itou  certain  eiraiuta  to  do  for  ua  in  our  lawn  of 

thins  shaiT  I 

iboiild  Ibin  a 

matlar  ao  ai  I, 

and  iwo  of  J 

will  order  c  i 
hdinpngi  1 
roBB  by  uiB 


lowarda  hit 
her  hoad. 

"J  hsTs  already  mentioned  to  Hssler  Hei 
•aid  Roland  Grmme,  "  thai  ae  my  duly  rei 
attendance  on  the  Oueen,  her  Orace'B  perm 
mr  journey  ought  to  be  obtaued  belbte  I  ci 


_ of  lUl 

_.  oura.— But  we  cheerfully  yield 

shall  go  OD  her  errand— wilh ' 

—  living  creature  to  the  capt 
lufler." 


doubtleBa 
priaoii-hoi 

MMUid  iha. , 

tivicy  maybe  ao  employed 


■■lis __. 

pie  of  the  youth  ia  honourable.' 
'"■■ — ^— !  your  pardon,  madam,  I 


"  said  the  old  lady,  "  the  >c 


force  myiiS  on  her  presence  ihiu'earry,'  _i,.  ..■»,«- 
las,  in  an  indiffenni  tone;  "it  might  displease  her, 
■od^ie  no  wayaraeeable  to  me^" 

"And  I,"  Bsid  the  Lady  Lochleven,  "allhoogh  her 
temper  bath  been  more  gentle  of  lalc^  have  no  will  to 
imdetgo,  without  necesaiiy,  the  rancourof  her  wit" 

"Under  your  permiaaion,  madam,"  said  the  chap- 
lain, "I  win  myself  render  your  request  totheQ.ueoa. 
During  my  long  residence  m  this  house  she  hath  not 
deigned  to  see  me  in  private,  or  to  hesr  my  docirine  ; 
•■i»nin«y  heaven  proaper  my  laboum,  aa  love  for  her 
desire  to  bnng  her  into  the  right  path,  waa 


niF  chief] o 

'  Take  care,  Mssler  Henderson,"  said  Douglaa, 
a  tone  which  seemed  almoat  aarcaatic.  "  leal  you  ru 
hastily  on  an  advenlure  to  which  vou  have  no  vot 
tioii— you 

due  at  youVhsnd'. 

"The  Hsster  to  whose  aerviee  I  an 
•wered  the  preacher,  looking  upward,— 
commanded  mg  to  be  earneal  mieae 

"  Your  aoqnaintanBa  hath  not  been  i 
withcourtaof  princet"  continued  the, — ,b  — i— 

"No,  au'."  rephed  Henderaon.  "hui,  fite  my  mast 
Knox,  I  see  nothing  lri)^tful  in  the  fsir  face  of  B  pret 

'  "m/ eon,"  said  ibe  Lady  of  Lochleven,  "i; 
not  the  good  man's  zeal— let  him  do  the  errand 
unhappy  Prii 


Enquire- 
pretty 


-a  witlmgneH  than!  would 
•Ud  ueorge  Douglas.  Yet  *ome<hinii  i 
aKiieared  to  mnlradict  his  worda. 


lyaelC' 
■ccon^A^y.  Ibllaw«d  by  Eolud 


OramtL  and,  den „ 

aonod  Princes^  was  admitted.  1 ^._,.._ 

ladies  engaged  in  the  daily  task  of  embroidery.  tIm 
Queen  recaved  him  with  thai  coimeay,  whicb,  in 
ordinary  caaea,  she  used  towards  all  who  apfiroached 
bar,  and  the  clergyman,  in  i^iening  his  commiesion, 
waa  obviously  somewhal  more  enibarrneed  than  he 
hadeipected  to  be.— "Thegood  Lady  of  Lochleven 

—may  it  plaaaeyourgrBco" 

Ho  made  a  Bhon  ^use,  during  which  Mary  said 
with  «  smile,   "My  Grace  would,  in  truth,   be  well 
.  were  the  Lady  Lochleven  our  good  lady— but 
■what  ia  the  mil  of  the  good  Lady  ot  Locb- 

a; 


page,Kalii 


said  the  chaplain,  "that 
..  —  s  young  gentleman,  your 

-„ QriBroe,  (o  pass  to  Kinroae,  to  look  after 

-jme  household  stulf  and  hingittga,  eent  hither  for 
the  better  furnishing  your  Oiace  a  apBtlmento." 
"The  Lady  of  Lochleven,"  said  Ihe  ttuei 


thai  which  s 


within 


.  jnfor 

i^  pleasure.     Wa 

re  be  not  thought 
good  lady  than 

will  ws  woidd  doom 


ral  for  humanity  to  qnairel  wilh  ill 
prison-house.  Yet  there  have  been  those,  who  hsra 
MMUid  that  time  spent  in  the  bouse  of  te 


ina  sir.    replied  the  Qtieen, 

leue— I  have  heard  Master 

Id  were  J  to  be  perverted,  I  would  will- 

ibe  ableat  and  most  powerful  of  here- 


nal  staverr. 

"  I  apiirehend 
"bull  Dave  hea 
John  Knn 
inglyreaij 
BUtrcha,  t] 
coming  my  loitu  and  my  nope." 

"Hsdam,"  aaid  the  preacher,  "il 
talents  or  akill  of  the  husbandman  tha 
increaao— ihn  words  which  were  ofiei 
him  whom  you  justly  call  our  apos 
bustle  snd  gayely  of  a  court,  may 
acceplancedunngthe  leisure  for  reflec 
place  afTorda.     Ood  knows,  lady,  that 

Seness  of  hearl,  as  one  who  would  ai 
mself  to  the  utunorul  angels,  as  u 

whom  you  have  named.    "  '  '"■ 

Bcend  to  apply  to  their  nc 
that  learning  which  ail  al 


ml^Tml 


le,  during  the 
■et  find  better 

the  holy  man 

u"a'll5 
«iol^ 

ri«Brd  what  can  be  urg«l  againal  lbs 

lion  snd  idolatry  in  which  you  were 

Bure  am  I.  that  the  most  powerfully  gifted 
'  lat  even  John  Knoi  himseli;  would 

from  the  nets  of  Romish  er 


those 


blinded 
hrougbl  up,  E 
of  my  hrelhi 


I  them  for  their  charily," 
one  pro- 
inverted 


hart 


I,  and  who  would  be  content 
a  work  so  advanlsgoiua  tor  m 
ial  to  Scotland  were  accom- 
d  I  but  abake  the  remaining 
mple  in  Ihis  land— and  that 


OS  f  am  wiiUng'^'do  of 


ir,"  rtjilied  Mi 
<  make  spirrt  . 
1  thetn-^ou£_ 

., -But  balievt  __ 

do  of  you,  and  think  lliat  I  may 
recall  yon  to  (ha  ancient  and  only 
-  — ■■  —  ymt  new  bywaya  to 


I'ThtD,  raaduo,  If (uehbanoT 


eagarljr,      

.iiiepartortluin._ 
Gnee'B  diaponl,  b 


r  of  de- 
it  the  wrong 


"ThMi,  mad*. 
Bud  HeaderKE 
vhoulddMUcBUi 

too  mud)  al  you , , ._— 

Uon  u  waUhlyl    You,  by  tEfnit  of  bU  nun,  am  t»ili 
Isamed  and  witly  ^nd  I,  IQOugh  without  mch  advsn- 

fenoe.  Why  niKiuld  we  noi  sp 
endeatouring  lo  discoier  which  o 
side  in  iliia  iinportanimaiterT' 

"Nafp",  nid  Qupen  Mary,  "I  never  aUegBd  my 
lotee  waa  atrono  siyiugh  lo  accept  of  a  combat  m 
diamp  clotfViili  ■  Miholar  and  ■  tnlemic  Beaide^ 
the  match  la  not  equal.    You,  air,  inight  retire  when 


8ha  euniied  low  to  liim  as  slie  ullered  tfaeae  wordi ; 
and  Hsnderaon.  wbose  teal  was  indeed  ardent,  but 
did  Dot  eilend  lo  the  ncalect  of  delicacy,  bowed  in 
lelunk,  and  prepared  (o  withdraw, 

"I  would."  he  said,  "thai  my  eatneat  wiah,  my 
moat  lealous  prayer^  eould  procure  lo  your  Grace  any 


preiii^«H 


preaenea" 


Drcomfott,  but  eipectally  Ihat  in  which  alone 

" ' —  ",  aseaaily  aa  Ibe  ali((hleal  inli- 

1  will  remoye  me  from  your 

cl  of  dapardnK,  when  Mary  aaid  to 
turn  wiltl  iDuch  courleay,  "  Do  me  no  injury  in  your 
ihoughta,  good  air ;  it  may  ba,  that  if  my  time  here 
boprolructed  longer— aa  aurely  IhopeitwiUnot,  iniBt< 
iu  that  eilliar  my  rebel  eubjeota  will  repent  of  their 
didoyaliy,  or  thai  my  faithful  li^ea  will  obtain  the 
upper  hand— but  if  my  time  be  here  protracted,  it  may 
M  1  aball  hare  do  diacdeamre  in  hearing  one  who 
eaania  ao  reuomble  and  companaoDale  aa  yonrselii 
and  I  may  huard'yoor  conlampl  by  endeayouring  lo 
rscoUecl  and  repeat  the  reaaona  which  acboolmcn 
and  cooncila  RiTe  tor  ths  laich  that  ia  in  me,— although 
I  fear  that,  Ood  help  me  I  my  Latin  has  dBSerted  me 


natDral  tober,  bed  learned,  in 

^  the  art  of  cvadinjc  diacouni 
J  to  her  feelinna  qy'-""-  — 
te  by  whomit  wna 


^. ..  ..backwanlji,  and  toakinatha 

deep  obeisance  due  to  royally,  Calhenne  Seyion  tieU 
up  her  (lender  forefinger,  vmb  a  gesture  which  ba 
alone  eould  witness,  and  which  seemed  lo  aay.  "Ba- 
member  whni  hae  poaacd  betwiil  us," 

The  youDB  page  had  now  hia  lael  charge  from  tfaa 
r.oclyof  LochVeveit.     "There  are  rcveleT'  she  au^ 

:  to  prevent  ihcse  continued  woritin^  of  Lha 

edinio  the  very  souls  oftbe  Scoiiish  peaeantiy. 

he  only  to  lay  a  snare  for  ihy  folly,  or  to  todi 

thee  falsehood  ;  but  enjoy  these  voniiiea  with  mod*- 
ration,  and  mark  them  as  something  thou  must  aooa 
learn  to  renoutice  and  contemn.  Out  chemberlan 
al  Kinroas,  Luke  Lundin,— Doctor,  as  he  fooUahly 
callelh  himaell^— will  ocquaini  thee  what  is  lo  ha 
'  tne  in  the  matter  aboul  which  ihougoeat  Bemeni* 
|r  (hou  art  DuaCed— afaow  tbyaelf,  Iherdbra,  wortbj 

When  we  recollect  that  RoUnd  Gneme  was  not  M 
nineteen,  and  that  he  bad  apeni  hia  whole  Ulb  in  IB* 
BolitaiT  Caitle  of  AveneL  cicnting  the  iew  houra  b* 
had  passed  in  Edinburgb.  and  bia  lale  reaidcaea  al 
Lochleven,  (the  latter  p^iod  having  very  Utile  asncd 

—  —' ^is  acquainlatice  with  ibe  gay  world^  w» 

ider  that  bis  heart  beat  bigh  with  boiia 
ly,  at  the  prospect  of  partaking  the  aport 
ountiT  wake.  He  haatened  to  bis  Uttl* 
lumed  ays'  the  wardrobe  with  which  (la 
rery  respect  becoming  hie  alalion)  he  bad  been  S19- 
ied  from  Edinbuigh,  probably  by  onter  of  (be  Eui 


iay.    Mean  while, 
nplov  my  pag 

rrluniiy  of  amusing  thyself- 


Lochlevcn  araploy  my  page  ai 


tsa(^-all  may  ba  done  meinlj 


quicknli 


fiiend,  lose  m 


Alasl  madam,"  aaid  the  tu-Mcber,  "to  wha 

.-I — ,  ^^^g  youth,  while  time  paaaea,  and  elenity 

I    Can  our  salvation  be  anaured  by  idle 


you  eibort  the  youth,  whili 

■ummonsi    Can  our  aalv 

minh,  orourgood  work  wrought 


Hary.  Stewart  such  emoliona  are  unknown.    But,  if 
weeping  and  sorrow  on  my  part  will  atone  for''- - 
bora  Mvioying  an  hour  of  biqririi  irieaaure,  ba  aaai 
tbe  paoaiice  aball  be  duly  paid." 

Nay,  but,  gracious  lady,"  aaid  the  preacher, 
ihia  yon  gruuy  err  |— out  tsars  and  our  sorrows 
all  too  litllafbrouTOwn  faults  andfoUles,  nor  car 
tiBnafer  them,  aa  youi  cbuich  falsely  teaches,  to 
benefit  of  olbera." 

"Maylpray  you,  sir,"  snswsred  the  Queen,  "' 

aa  lillle  ofience  as  such  a  prayer  may  import.  loin 

hr  youtaelf  elsewhere^    Wo  are  aick  at  heart, 

may  not  now  be  disturbed  with  fiirthsr  controyerey— 

^M*  thou,  Roland,  take  this  tittle  pum ;"  (then  tum- 

'^n^  to  the  divine,  ahe  said,  showing  its  contents,) 


>  ealaige  his : 


liicd  li 


rom  Edtnburgh, 
ray.  By  Ibe  qua 


ichadhitboto 

:oToiired  raiment.  Her  cotidiuo'n,  die  aaid,  admitted 
■  nolhinc  more  gay.  But  now  he  selecled  the  KMf- 
^t  dress  his  wardrobe  aftbrded ;  composed  of  acarlab 
slashed  with  black  aalin,  the  royal  colours  of  Scot- 
land—combed  his    loiig  curled    bait— diyosed    his 

block;  and  with  ihegay  falchion,  wbii^  had  leadtid 
him  in  so  mystettoua  a  manner,  hung  by  hia  ode  in 
an  emhroid«ed  belt,  his  apparel,  added  to  hia  nalnral  . 
frank  mien  and  handsome  figure,  (brmed  a  most 
commendablB  and  pleanDg  qiecimen  of  the.yoong 
galtanl  of  tbe  period.  He  songht  (o  inake  bia  pait- 
ing  reverence  to  ihe  Queen  end  her  ladieet  but  old 
Dry^Mlale  bnnied  htm  10  the  boat 

'*We  will  have  nopnvale  audiences,"  ba  said,  "bt 
master;  atneeyou  are  to  be  trusted  with  aomewbat, 
we  vnll  try  al  least  to  save  thee  from  the  temptMion 
of  opportunity.  Ood  help  thee,  child,"  he  addeil,  with 
agtanceof  conlemplal  his  gny  clothes,  "an  tbe beu- 
ward  be  yonder  from  Saint  Andrtwa,  have  a  cars 

"And  wherefore,!  prayyouT'  said  Roland. 

"Lest  he  take  thee  for  one  of  his  runaway  jackan- 
apes," anawered  the  steward,  smiling  souriy. 

"  I  wear  not  my  clothes  at  thy  coat,  said  BmaBO, 
indignantly.  ,  „        ,■  j    t 

"Nor  at  thme  own  either,  my  eon,"  replied  the 
ateward,  "else  would  thy  part  mora  nearly  rewmbU 

Roland  Greme  suppnssed  with  difficulty  the  ra- 

tarteo  which  arose  to  hia  lips,  and,  wra^jing  hia  scbt' 
:i  mantle  around  him,  threw  himself  into  the  boat, 
which  two  rowers,  themselves  urged  by  cunoaity  to 
see  ihe  revels,  polled  sloully  towai^s  the  west  end 
of  the  lake.  As  Ihey  put  off,  Roland  thourfit  k« 
could  discover  the  face  of  Calhenne  Seyton,  thwta 
carefully  withdrawn  IVom  ohsarvalion,  peeping  froia 
a  loophole  to  view  his  departure.  He  pulled  off  hia 
bat,  and  held  it  up  aa  a  token  that  he  saw  and  wiriicd 
her  adieu.  A  while  kerdnef  waved  (or  a  second 
across  the  window,  and  for  the  real  of  the  bitlo  voy- 
age, the  theaghts  of  CDthetios  Seyton  disputed  grmnd 
in  hia  breui  with  ibe  expoctaiiona  esciled  by  lbs  ap- 
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[Te?«L    il8jit(ev  drew  neamr  and  nearer  the 
^  monda  of  mirni  and  minic,  the  laugh,  the 

^ ^  and  the  shout,*  came  thicfcer  upon  the  ear,  and 

m  a  tnoa  the  boat  was  moored,  and  Koland  Onpme 
^^^M^mA  in  quest  of  the  chamberlain,  thot,  being 
informed  what  time  he  had  at  his  own  di^xisal,  he 
'  It  Ut  it  out  to  the  best  advantage. 


CHAPTER  XXVI, 

Boom  for  the  roaster  of  the  ring,  ye  ■waiae, 
1>iTide  yoor  erowded  mnke-bwore  him  aiarah 
The  rami  mimtrelay,  the  rattlittf  drvm, 
The  clamoroiu  war>pipe,  and  rar-eclioiaf  horo. 

Rural  Sporu.SOMaMViUM. 

No  long  q>ace  intervened  ere  Roland  Oneme  was 
ttble  to  diacover  among  the  crowd  of  revellers,  who 
gambolled  upon  the  open  space  which  extends  be- 
twut  the  village  and  the  lake,  a  person  of  so  neat 
baportance  as  Doctor  Lake  Lundin,  upon  whom 
devolved  officially  the  charge  of  representing  the  lord 
of  the  land,  and  who  was  attended  for  aupport  of  his 
aatbority  by  a  piper,  a  drummer,  and  four  ettirdy 
downs  armed  with  rusty  halberds,  samished  with 
party-coloured  ribands:  myrmidons,  who,  earl v  as  the 
day  was,  bad  already  broken  more  than  one  head  in 
Che  awful  names  of  the  Laird  of  Lochleven  and  bis 
chamberlain.* 

As  eoon  aa  this  dignitary  was  informed  that  the 
castle  skiff  bad  arriTed,  with  a  gallant,  dressed  like  a 
lord's  son  at  the  least,  who  desiied  presently  to  speak 
to  biro,  he  adjusted  his  ruff  and  his  black  coat,  turned 
round  bia  girdle  till  the  garnished  hilt  of  his  long 
rapier  became  visible,  and  walked  with  due  solemnity 
towards  the  beach.  Solemn  indeed  h^  was  entitled 
to  be.  even  on  less  important  occ^isions,  for  he  had 
been  bred  to  the  venerable  study  of  medicme,  as  those 
acquainted  with  the  science  very  soon  discovered 
from  the  aphorisms  which  ornamented  his  discourse. 
His  success  had  not  been  equal  to  his  pretensions ;  but 
as  he  was  a  native  of  the  neighbotuing  Kingdom  of 
Fife,  and  bore  distant  relation  to,  or  dependance  upon, 
the  ancient  family  of  Lundin  of  that  Ilk,  who  were 
bound  in  close  fnendship  with  the  house  of  Loch- 
leven, he  bad,  throuf^  their  interest,  got  planted  com- 
fortably enough  in  his  present  station  upon  the  banks 
of  that  beautifiil  lake.  The  profits  of  bis  chamber- 
lainship  betng  moderate,  especially  in  those  unsettled 
tlmeaTne  hod  eked  it  out  a  Uttle  Mrith  some  practice 
in  his  original  profession ;  and  it  was  said  that  the 
inhalants  of  the  village  and  barony  of  Kinross  were 
not  more  effectually  thirled  (which  may  be  translated 
enthralled)  to  the  baron's  mill,  than  they  were,  to  the 
modical  monoply  of  the  chamberlain.  Wo  betide  the 
ftmily  of  the  lich  boor,  who  presumed  to  depart  this 
life  without  a  passport  from  Dr.  Luke  Lundm !  for  if 
his  representatives  had  aught  to  settle  with  the  baron, 
as  it  seldom  hap|>ened  otherwise,  they  were  sure  to 
^k1  a  ooki  friend  in  the  chamberlain.  He  was  pon- 
sioeTate  enough,  however,  gratuitously  to  help  the 
po*r  cot  of  their  ailments,  and  sometimes  out  of  all 
their  other  distresses  at  the  same  time. 

Formal,  in  a  doable  proportion,  both  as  a  physician 
aad  as  a  person  in  office,  and  proud  of  the  scrape  of 
learning  which  rendered  hitf  language  almost  uni- 
venally.  unintelligible.  Dr.  Luke  Lundin  approached 
the  beach,  and  hailed  4he  page  as  he  advanced  to- 
wards iiim.— "  The  freshness  of  the  morning  upon 
fOfO,  fair  sir— You  are  sent,  I  warrant  me,  to  see  if  we 
obeerve  here  the  regimen  which  her  good  ladyship 
hath  prescribed,  for  eschewing  all  superstitious  cere- 
monies and  idle  anilities  in  these  our  revels.  I  am 
aware  that  her  good  ladyship  would  willingly  have 

"  At  Soottith  tkin,  the  bailie,  or  raafiftrate,  depoted  by  the 
lord  to  whoee  name  the  meeting  ii  held,  attenda  Uie  fair  with 
bja  gsard.  rtecideA  triflinf  dispiitea.  and  pmiiahea  oo  the  ipot 
aoj  peUr  detinqaeneie*.  Hie  attendaota  are  ueoallr  armed  with 
Wberda,  and,  ■ometiroee  at  least,  escorted  by  music.  Thus,  m 
the  "  Life  and  Death  of  Habbie  Simpsoo,"  wa  are  told  of  that 


mimtrel,~* 

"  At  Airs  he  Diared  before  the  ipear-meo, 

And  sailr  grutlied  in  their  cMtr*m«a ; 

■Mil  bonoeia,  jaeks.  aod^eworde  shone  dear  thea. 

Like  ooy  bead : 
Ifew  wba shall  plar  beferewc  g^'g'J.^^ p, 

8L 


•Itogedier  abohahed  and  abrogated  them— But  as  I 
had  the  honour  to  quote  to  her  from  the  works  of  the 
learned  Hercules  of  Saxony.  omnU  curatio  est  vel 
mmoniea  ee/cooeto,— that  is,  feir  sir,  (for  silk  nnd  vel- 
vet have  seldom  their  Latin  ad  unguem^)  every  cure 
must  be  wrought  either  by  art  and  inducuon  or  nile, 
or  by  constraint ;  and  the  wise  physician  cbooscth 
the  former.  Which  argument  her  ladyship  being 
pleased  to  allow  well  <^1  have  made  it  my  business 
BO  to  blend  instmction  and  caution  with  delight,  {JUjU 
mixtio,  aa  we  say,)  that  I  can  answer  that  the  vulgar 
nund  will  be  defecated  and  purged  of  anile  and  popish 
fooleries  by  the  medicament  adhitated,  so  that  the 
prinuB  vue  being  cleansed,  Master  Henderson,  or  any 
other  able  paator,  may  at  will  throw  in  tonics,  and 
efiectuate  a  perfect  moral  cure,  tiUo^  eito.Jucunac.*^ 

*'I  have  no  charge.  Doctor  Lundin,''^  replied  the 
pase 

"  Call  me  not  doctor,"  said  the  chamberlain,  "since 
I  have  laid  aside  my  furred  gown  and  bonnet,  and 
retired  me  into  this  temporality  of  chamberlainship." 

"  O,  sir,"  said  the  page,  who  was  no  stranger  bjr 
report  to  the  character  of  this  original,  "the  cowl 
makes  not  the  monk— neither  the  cord  the  friar— 
we  have  all  heard  of  the  cures  wrought  by  Doctor 
Lundin." 

"Toya,  yoong  sir— trifles,"  answered  the  leech, 
with  grave  disclamation  of  superior  skill ;  "  the  hit-or- 
miss  practice  of  a  poor  retired  geptleman,  in  a  short 
cloak  and  doublet— Marry,  Heaven  sent  its  blessing 
— and  this  I  must  soy,  better  fashioned  mediciners 
have  brought  fewer  patients  through— /un^^a  roba 
carta  acUnxicL  saith  the  Italian— ha,  fair  sir,  you  have 
the  language  t' 

Roland  Graeme  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  ex- 
pound to  this  learned  Theban  whether  he  understood 
nim  or  no;  but,  leaving  that  matter  uncertain,  he  told 
him  he  came  in  qnest  of  certain  packages  which 
should  have  arrived  at  Kinross,  nnd  been  placed  under 
the  chamberlain's  charge  the  evening  before. 

"Body  o'  me!"  said  Doctor  Lundin,  "I  fear  our 
common  carrier,  John  Anchterrauchty,  hath  met 
with  some  mischance,  that  he  came  not  up  last  night 
with  his  wains— bad  land  this  to  journey  in,  my  mas- 
ter; and  the  fool  will  travel  by  night  too,  althou^ 
(besides  all  maladies,  from  your  tussi$  to  your  pcstis, 
which  walk  abroad  in  the  night-air)  he  may  well  foil 
in  with  holf  a  dozen  swash-bucklers^  who  will  ease 
him  at  once  of  bis  baggage  and  his  earthly  com- 

ElaintB.  I  must  send  forth  to  inquire  after  him,  since 
e  hath  stuff  of  the  hononrable  household  on  hand— 
and,  by  Our  Lady,  he  hath  stuff  of  mine  too — certain 
drugs  sent  me  from  the  city  for  composition  of  my 
alexiph armies— this  gear  must  be  looked  to.— Hodge, 
said  ne,  addressing  one  of  his  redoubted  body-Kuoro, 
"  do  thou  and  Toby  Telford  take  the  mickle  brown 
aver  and  the  black  cut-tailed  mare,  and  make  out  to- 
wards the  Kehy-craigs,  and  see  what  tidings  you  can 
have  of  Auchtermucntv  and  bis  wains— I  trust  it  is 
only  the  medicine  of  tne  pottle-pot  (being  the  onlv 
mteUtamentum  which  the  beast  nseth)  which  hath 
caused  him  to  tony  on  the  road.  Take  the  ribands 
from  your  halberds,  ye  knaves,  and  gel  on  your  jacks, 
plate-sleeves,  and  knapskulls,  that  your  presence  may 
work  some  terror  if  you  meet  with  opposers.  He 
then  added,  turning  to  Roland  Graem^  .  I  warrant 
me  we  shall  have  news  of  the  wains  in  bnef  season. 
Mean  time  it  will  please  yon  to  look  upon  the  sports; 
but  first  to  enter  my  poor  lodging  and  take  yoor 
morning's  cup.  For  what  saith  the  school  of  SolemoT 

*  Poculum,  mane  baustnro, 

Restaarat  naturam  exhaustam.* 

"Your  learning  is  too  profound  for  me,"  replied 
the  pose ;  "  and  so  would  your  draught  be  likewise^ 

"  Not  a  whit,  fair  sii^a  cordial  cup  of  sack,  impreg- 
nated with  wormwood,  is  the  best  anti-pcstilential 
draught;  and,  to  speak  truth,  the  pestilential  miat- 
mata  are  now  very  rife  in  the  atmosphere.— ^We  live 
in  a  happy  time,  young  man,  continued  he,  in  a  tone 
<«f  grave  irony,  "^and  nave  many  blessings  unknown 
to  t>ur  fathers— Here  are  two  sovereigns  in  the  land, 
a  rtgnant  and  a  claimant— that  is  enough  of  one  good 
thing— but  if  any  one  wants  more,  he  may  flad  a  king 


amy)  m  it  m  lack 
government  ii  U  not  lor  wml  of  ^Ternon.  Then 
EaTs  we  ■  civil  war  lo  phleboloniiie  ua.  every  yeai, 

■""  prevent  our  pmiulaiion  from  slarvina  for  want 


propoainB  un  o 
eats.     Wall,  e 


, poe.  wahavoU- „. 

sit,  (be  beaLof  all  recipee  lor  ihicnip 

lion.    You  young 


„  youfiger  b 


jt  liiB  Bword  dt  .  . 

forih,  wiih  Bome  expert  silveraary  i  and  lor  my  pan, 
I  love  to  maicb  myself  Tor  life  or  death  aeainit  itut 
■une  Plague." 

Aa  tbey  pmceeded  up  the  alreel  of  the  little  village 
towards  the  Docior'B  lodffoga,  hi«  aiteniion  waa 
mcceaaively  occupied  by  the  venoua  peraoniaBS 
whom  he  met,  and  pointed  out  to  the  nouoe  of  hi* 
componion. 

"  Do  you  aee  that  fellow  with  the  red  bonnet,  Ihe 
UuejerkiniandtheneatrDUgh  batooo  iahiihanill— 
I  behave  that  downhiiib  the  atrcnRih  of  aiowei— he 
hu  lived  fifty  yeara  m  the  world,  and  never  encou- 
Tued  the  liberal  acieneea  by  buying  one  pennywonh 
ttfmodicamenls.-Bui  aee  you  that  man  with  the /a- 

barony— be  breaWaata,  luncheons,  dines,  and  bupb  by 
im/  advice,  and  not  without  my  medicine)  and,  for 
hia  own  tingle  part,  will  no  farther  to  clear  out  a 
moderate  atock  of  phnrmaceutica,  than  half  the  coun- 

, —  I — :j^-     "--'#  do  you,  my  h< ■  '- — ''"'  — ■'' 

queelion,  wiih  a 


'•Very 


id  the  r 


Si;;: 


X  1  look  the  electuary,"  an- 
leiRhboorfd  ill  with  the  iwc 
le  and,  the  kirn  milk." 


Pease-porndge .    . 

under  medicine  these  teti  yesra,  and  keep  your  diet  an 
ill  7— the  next  morning  lake  the  electuary  byitaeli;  and 
toiicb  noihinB  for  ail  Eoura."— The  poor  object  bowed 
■ad  limped  oE 

The  nejtl  whom  iho  Doctor  deigned  lo  uke  notice 
at,  waa  a  lame  Ibllow,  by  whom  the  honour  waa  alto- 

eber  tindeaerved,  for  at  sight  of  the  medicmer.  he 
an  to  abuffle  away  in  the  crowd  as  fast  as  his  in- 
Qrmitiea  would  permit. 

"Thcreisanungrarefu!  hound  for  you,"  said  Doctor 
Ltindin  j  "  I  cut«3  him  of  the  gout  in  his  feel,  and 
now  be  lalka  of  the  charges bleneea  of  medicir"  — ' 
mskes  the  first  uacof  hia  reatored  legs  to  fl(  fr 

E'  ysicion.  His  pcdagra  halh  become  adnra, 
neai  Martial  hath  it— Ihe  eout  has  got  ii 
gers,  and  he  cannot  draw  bis  purse.    Old  i 


'  PneiBia  en  poKitBadiiiu,  bibBn  M 


We 


in  angels  when  we  cotne  to  em's— devila  when  w 

iment— but  I  will  administer  a  purgation  loh) 
warrant  him.     There  is  bis  brother  too, 
(ordid  chulT— So  ho,  there!  Sauaden  Darlel!  vo 
have  been  ill,  I  hear  7^' 
"Just  ROt  the  lurn.  as  I  was  thinking  to  send  i 


reroemher  you  are  owing  (o  the  Isir    _        _      _ 
birleymeal,  andabowproalsi  and  I  would  have  yo'ii 

•an,  that  looked  as  wraieh^ll  u  pauelrs  juat  ^- 
imaaed  frqm  a  plague  bospitalj   and  there  ta  bard 

"  Iwas  thinking,  sir,"  said  (he  man,  mori  Scolieo, 
that  la.  reluming  no  dnccl  answer  on  ihe  aubjoet  on 
which  ha  was  addressed,  "  my  btsi  way  would  be  to 
come  down  to  vour  honour,  and  lako  your  sdvica  yet, 
ID  caae  my  trouble  should  come  bacJi.'^ 

"  Dp  «o  then,  knave,"  replied  Lnndin,  "  sod  remem- 
k«-.K.,P„J..._.,.,.. k_.n^— -l.__^jjlgp,^^_ 

SfblmT' ~  ""  "" 


Bib  exhort  I 
artiich  seem- 
borrpr  and 


go  from  thee,  for  thou  haal  need 

lied  by  an  apparilitm, 

inflicied  upon 

1)10  Eb- 


•trike  tbe  IJ 


borrpr  atid  stirpnse,  aa  his  own  viaage  inflicied  upc 
*Bnpj  of  thoas  persons  WDom  be  had.  addreaaed. 
TIM  flgure  wbicb  produced  this  effect  on  Ifie  B 


[C»u.  ZXVL 

of  ilalloM  iraiiiBO, 


that  gleamed  ftom 
s.  She  was  dressed 
of  unusual  faahion, 

ling  the  Jewish  phr- 
11  the  charictcn  of 
held  in  her  hand  ■ 


indi.  and  in  Ihe 


led  ii 


I   Ana  It 


St  bar 


give  tbehag  ber  deaerls,  af.- ..-..  _  _ _, 

m  the  loch.  I  pray  let  them  in  no  way  be  hinderol." 
But  the  myrmidons  of  Doctor  LtiDdin  showed  n 
ihia  case  no  alacniy  <o  do  his  btdding.  Hob  Aoaler. 
cren  ventured  lo  temonsirale  in  the  name  of  bimmU 
and  his  bnihren.  "To  be  sore  be  waa  lo  do  hi* 
hanour'a  bidding;  and  for  a'  that  folk  said  abonl  lbs 


[HI  miuuenBa  of  Moiher  Nii.-ui:-Eu,  , 
I  trust  io  God,  and  his  hand  on  hi 
It  dreadour.     But  she 


he  would 

Ida  thai 

. „,..     ,__,_ Monciietfof  TIhOT' 

mallocb.  that  Waa  potnsh,  and  the  laird  of  Carshw^ 

a  kend  Queen's  man,  wracin  the  fair,  with  wha  keoa  . 

'  mon*  sword*  and  bucklers  at  their  back:  and 

S  would  be  sure  to  make  a  brcakoni  if  the  omcera 
died  with  Ihe  suld  poiiieh  wiich-wife,  who  waa 

1  i-.j_^j_j     — -. ;_,...  ,j  ^j  laitd'a  best 

lie,  were  in  Edin- 
tl  hia  hotkonr  Ihe 
ke  a  good  badcin^ 


Feel  friended  ;  mair  eebecti 
men,  such  as  wen  not  in  ihe  t 
buinh  with  him,  and  he  dot 
Doctor  would  find  ower  few  lo  i 


The  Doctor  lialened  unwillingly  to  Ihia  pmdenlial 
counsel,  and  was  onlv  comforted  by  the  faithful 
promise  of  hia  Botelliie,  that  "ibeold  womao  ahouUL" 
ae  he  expressed  it,  "be  la'en  canny  the  next  time  aha 
Irespssapd  on  the  hoDnda" 

"And  in  that  event,"  said  the  Doctor  lo  hia  com- 
panion, "fire  and  fagot  shall  be  the  best  ofbei  wel- 

Thia  he  apoke  in  hearing  of  ibe  dame  heneli;  wb» 
even  then,  and  in  passing  the  Doctor,  shot  lowirdi 
him  from  under  her  gray  eyebrows  ■  look  of  iha 
most  insultniH  andconienipiuous  superioriiy. 

"  This  wsv,  continoed  ihs  physician,  "  tbie  way," 
marahalting  nia  goest  inlo  his  lodging,—"  lake  caia 
you  qlumblenot  over  a  relori,  forii  is  haianlous  tn 
the  igiioranl  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  art." 

The  page  fcuitd  all  reaaon  lor  ihe  caauoui  tot 
besides  iiufTed  birds,  and  tiiarda,  and  bottled  anake^ 
and  bondln  of  simplea  made  un  and  other  paiveb 
spread  out  lo  dry,  and  aU  the  conlii^on,  not  to  meo- 
HOD  the  mingled  and  lackening  amells,  incidcnul 
to  a  dmsgisl'a  stock  id  lr«d&  ba  bad  also  to  iTaid 
heaps  Dfchsrcoa),  crucibles,  bolt-hcada,  Btove%  and 
the  other  fumilon  of  a  chemical  laboralory. 

Amongsi  hia  other  philoaophical  qnalitiea.  Doctor 
Lundln  failed  not  lo  be  a  confoaed  sloreii,  and  hia  old 
housekeeper,  whose  lifb,  as  abe  laid,  waa  ^lent  in 
"redding  him  qi,"  had  trotted  off  lo  the  mart  cf 
gayety  with  other  and  jounBET  fblka.  Much  ctallerinc 
andJaDglinK  Iheretbre  ibara  was  among  jara,  tad 
bottles,  andphial)^  ere  the  Doclor  produ^  the  alht- 
tiferous  potion  wbtch  he  recommended  so  sironglr, 
and  a  srarch  cgnslly  long  and  noisy  fbllowed,amoi^ 
broken  cana  and  cracked  pipkinB.  ere  he  coiild  bring 
fbnha  eupoutof which  to  drink  ii.  Boih  mattet> 
being  at  length  achieved,  the  Doctor  eei  ibe  enmpl* 
to  bia  guMt,n]y  quaffing  off  a  cup  of  the  cordial,  and 
smacking  his  tip*  wilh  appiiibaiion  aa  it  deacandad 
hisjBlleti— Holsnd,  intun,«ubniiiiedto — "-  ' 
potion  wbieh  his  host  so  aamsMly  rei 


Omap^XXVIL] 


THB  ABBOT. 


bat  which  be  found  so  urtMBferably  Miter,  that  he 
oecame  eager  to  escape  from  fire  laboratoiT  in  search 
of  a  drsoEm  of  fair  water  to  expel  the  taste.  In  spite 
of  his  em>rti^  he  was  nevertheless  detained  by  the 
nrruHtf  of  his  host,  tiH  he  gnve  htm  some  account  of 
Mother  Nicneven. 

**  I  care  not  to  speak  of  her,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  in 
the  open  sir.  ancf  among  the  throng  of  people ;  not 
Ihr  fnght,  like  yon  cowardly  dop,  Anster,  but  because 
I  would  give  no  occasion  fin-  a  nray,  having  no  leisure 
to  look  to  stabs,  slashes  and  broken  bones.  Men  call 
the  old  hag  a  prophetess^I  do  seaioe  believe  she 
ooald  foretell  when  a  brood  of  chickens  will  chip  the 
abdl— Men  say  she  reads  the  heavens— my  black 
bitch  knows  as  much  of  them  when  she  sits  baying 
the  moon—Men  pretend  the 'ancient  wretch  is  a 
•oreeress,  a  witch,  and  what  not— ih/emot,  I  will 
never  contradict  a  rumour  which  may  bring  her  to 
the  stake  which  she  so  richly  deserves :  but  neither 
fvill  I  believe  that  the  tales  of  witches  which  they  din 
into  our  ears  are  aught  but  knavery,  cozenage,  and 
old  women's  fables.'*^ 

**  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  what  is  she  then,"  said 
the  gige,  "  that  you  make  such  a  stif  about  herf  \ 

**  She  is  one  of  those  cursed  old  women,"  replied 
the  Doctor,  **who  take  currently  and  impudently 
ogEwn  themselves  to  act  as  advisers  and  curers  of  the 
sick,  on  the  strength  of  some  trash  of  herbs,  some 
rfavme  of  spells,  some  jnlap  or  diet,  drink  or  cordial " 

"  Nay,  go  no  farther."  said  the  page ;  "  »f  *^' 
brew  cordials,  evil  be  their  lot  and  all  the 
takers!" 

**  You  say  welt,  sroung  man,"  said  Doctor  Lundin ; 
**  lor  mine  own  part,  I  know  no  such  pest  to  the 
commonwealth  as  these  old  incarnate  devils,  who 
haunt  the  chambers  of  the  brain-sick  patients,  that 
are  mad  enough  to  suffer  them  to  interfere  with. 
disturb,  and  let,  the  rej^ular  progress  of  a  learned  and 
anificial  cure,  with  their  sirups,  and  their  julapa,  and 
diasoordium,  and  mithridate,  and  my  Lady  what- 
shall-cairum*8  powder,  and  worthy  Dame  Trashem's 
pill ;  and  thus  make  widows  and  orphans,  and  cheat 
the  regular  and  well-studied  physician,  in  order  to 
get  the  name  of  wise  women  ana  skeely  neighbours, 
and  so  forth.  But  no  more  on*t  Mother  Nicneven* 
and  I  will  meet  one  day :  and  she  shall  know  there  is 
danger  in  dealing  with  the  Doctor." 

*'It  is  a  true  word,  and  many  have  found  it,"  said 
the  page ;  **  but,  under  your  favour,  I  wouM  fain  walk 
•broad  for  a  little,  and  see  these  sports." 

"It  is  well  moved,"  said  the  Doctor,  "and  I  too 
should  be  showing  myself  abroad.  Moreover,  the 
play  waits  us,  young  man— to-day,  tohu  mundu»  a/iit 
mtiriofum.—Andniey  sallied  forth  accordingly  into 
the  mirthful  scene. 


they 
par- 


CHAPTER   XXVII. 

9m  oa  yon  vmdant  lawn,  tiM  latherinf  crowd 
ThielMM  amain :  Uie  bosom  njrmplic  Mvaoro, 
Uth«r*d  bjr  jolljr  downs ;  dUUnetiona  oeMO, 
Loot  in  the  common  joy.  mud  the  bold  liatre 
Lsane  on  hie  weelUiy  nweter  unreproved.  ' 

Rural  Bforts.-SoMMtmuM. 

Tn  re>appearanceof  the  dignified  Chamberialn  on 
the  street  of  the  village  was  eageriy  hailed  by  the 
revellers,  as  a  pledge  that  the  play,  or  dramatic  repra- 
•eotation,  which  had  been  postponed  owing  to  his 
absence,  was  now  full  surely  to  commence.  Any  thing 
like  an  aiiproach  to  this  most  interesting  of  all  amu^e- 
ments,  was  of  recent  origin  in  Scotland,  and  engagyl 
public  attention  in  proportion.  All  other  sports  were 
discontinued.  The  dance  around  the  Maypole  was 
arrested- the  ring  broken  up  and  dispersed,  while  the 
dancers,  each  leading  his  partner  by  the  hand,  inppad 
off*  to  the  silvi^n  theatre.  A  truce  was  in  like  mannzr 
achieved  betwixt  a  huge  brown  bear  and  certain  mas- 
tifis,  who  were  tug]f?tng  and  pulling  at  his  shaggy  coat, 
under  the  mediauon  of  the  bear-ward  and  half  a 

•  This  wae  tho  name  fiveo  io  the  rrand  MoUier  Witeh,  the 
vsry  Hecate  of  Soouish  pofmlar  sapeMtitioo.  Her  name  was 
beatowad,  in  one  or  two  inptancee,  upon  eorceraeeM.  who  were 
bald  to  raeambte  ber  by  their  soperior  akiU  in  "JlaU**  black 


doMO  fauttshers  and  yeomen,  who,  bydint  of  Hawing 
and  Unhng,  as  it  was  technically  termed,  separatfl 
the  unfortimate  ammals,  whose  fury  had  for  an  hour 
past  been  their  chief  amusement.  The  itinerant  min- 
strel found  himself  deserted  by  the  audience  he  had 
collected,  even  in  the  most  interesting  passage  of  the 
romance  which  he  recited,  and  just  as  he  was  sending 
about  his  boy,  with  bonnet  in  hand,  to  collect  their 
oblationa  He  indignantly  stopped  short  in  the  midst 
ot  Roscwal  and  Idlian^  and,  ra)lacing  his  threo* 
^nged  fiddle,  or  rebeck,  in  iu  leathern  case,  followed 
the  crowd,  with  no  good-will,  to  the  exhibition  which 
had  superseded  his  own.'  The  Juggler  had  ceased  his 
exertions  of  emitting  flame  and  smoka  and  was  con- 
tent to  respire  in  the  manner  of  ordinary  mortals^ 
rather  than  to  play  gratuitously  the  part  of  a  fiery 
dragon.  In  short,  all  other  sports  were  suspended,  so 
eageriy  did  the  revellers  throng  towards  the  place  of 
representation. 

They  would  err  greatly,  who  shouM  reguUte  thev 
ideas  of  this  dramatic  exhibition  upon  those  derived 
from  a  modem  theatre ;  for  the  rude  shows  of  Thea* 
pis  were  far  less  different  from  those  exhibited  by 
Euripides  on  the  stage  of  Athens,  with  all  its  magni- 
ficent decorations  and  pomp  of  dresses  and  of  scenery. 
In  the  present  case,  there  were  no  scenes,  no  stag^ 
no  machinerv,  no  pit,  box,  and  gallery,  no  box- 
lobby;  and,  what  might  in  poor  Scotland  be  some  con- 
solation for  other  negations,  there  was  no  taking  of 
money  at  the  door.  As  in  the  devices  of  the  mag- 
nanimous Bottom,  the  actors  had  a  greensward  plot 
for  a  stage,  and  a  hawthorn  bush  for  a  greenroom  and 
tiring-house;  the'inectators  being  accommodated  with 
seats  on  the  artificial  bank  which  had  been  raised 
around  three-fourths  of  the  play-ground,  the  remain- 
der being  left  open  for  the  entrance  and  exit  of  the 
performers.  Here  sate  the  uncritical  audience,  the 
Chamberlain  in  the  centre,  as  the  person  highest  in 
officGL  all  alive  to  erjoyment  and  admiration,  and  all 
thereiore  dead  to  criticism. 

The  charactere  which  appeared  and  disappeared 
before  the  amused  and  interested  audience,  were  those 
which  fill  the  earlier  stage  in  all  nations— old  men, 
cheated  by  their  wives  and  dau^ters,  pillaged  by 
their  sons,  and  imposed  on  by  their  demesnes,  a  brag- 
gadocio captain,  a  knavish  pardoner  or  quaestionaij^ 
a  country  bumpkin,  and  a  wanton  city  dame.  Amid 
all  these,  and  more  acceptable  than  almost  the  wnole 
put  together,  was  the  all-licensed  fool,  the  Gracioso 
of  the  Spanish  Drama,  who,  with  his  cap  fashioned 
into  the  resemblance  ot  a  coscomb,  and  his  bauble,  a. 
truncheon  t^minated  by  a  carved  figure,  wearing  a 
fool's  cap  in  his  hand,  went,  came,  and  returned, 
mingling  in  every  scene  of  the  piece,  and  interrupting 
the  business,  without  having  any  share  himself  m  the 
action,  and  ever  and  anon  transferring  his  gibes  from 
the  actora  on  the  stage  to  the  audienoe  who  sate 
around,  prompt  to  applaud  the  whole. 

The  wit  of  the  piece,  which  was  not  of  the  most 
polished  kind,  was  chiefly  directed  against  the  super- 
stitious practices  of  the  Catholic  religion;  and  the 
stage  artillery  had  on  this  occasion  been  levelled  by 
no  less  a  person  than  Doctor  Lundin,  who  had  not 
only  commanded  the  manager  of  the  entertainment 
to  select  one  of  the  numerous  satires  which  had  been 
written  against  the  Papists,  (several  of  which  were 
cast  in  a  dramatic  form,)  but  had  even,  like  the  Prince 
of  Denmark,  caused  them  to  insert,  or,  according  to 
his  own  phrase,  to  infiis^  here  and  there,  a  few  plea- 
santries of  his  own  penung,  on  the  same  inexhausti- 
ble subject,  hoping  thereby  to  mollify  the  rigour  of 
the  Lsdy  of  Lochleven  towards  pastimes  of  this 
description.  He  failed  not  to  fog  Roland's  elbow, 
who  was  sitting  in  state  behind  him,  and  recommend 
to  his  particular  attention  those  favourite  passages. 
As  for  the  paga  to  whom  the  very  idea  of  such  an 
exhibition,  simpletss  it  was,  was  entirely  new  he  b^ 
held  it  with  the  undiminished  and  ecstatic  delii^t  with 
which  men  of  all  ranks  look  for  thefirat  time  on  dra- 
matic representation,  and  laughed,  shouted/ and  dap- 
ped his  hands  as  the  performance  proceeded.  An  in- 
cident at  length  took  place  which  eflbctually  broke  off 
his  interest  in  the  business  of  the  scene. 

One  of  the  principal  persona^BS  in  the  comte  part 


Dmiden-likB  AisHkin,  and  ••■lacu  u  ihu  umi  ><sun 
lo  (he  BtcBeace  of  the  areil  min,  ibiloweil  tat 
guarded  tar  Ihe  two  manful  nleliim.  Aiahcmortd 
■croH  ibt  vacani  Epacf,  and  roore  especially  oa  ifa* 
slood  at  ihe  foomlool  of  ihe  Dorlot'B  judRiscDi-ieM, 
the  muden  discovered  ifael  hffhiaett  and  elaaiioiiT.oi 
ind  natural  Rracs  of  manner,  which  eonncH»- 
in  fprnali!  beauty  htiow  to  be  seldotn  dima 
it.  Moreover,  hrt  neat  niaset-cotountJ  jadial, 
peiiicoai  of  ibe  Bame  colotu,  du^lafed  • 
..—«._«..  fotm  Wid  B  pTtlly  leg.  Her  feBiures  wtft 
concealed  by  the  BCTe<n;  but  the  Doctor,  whose  gre- 
vilr  did  aol  praveal  hia  pretenaionB  to  be  a  dodddM- 
~!ur  of  ihe  aebool  we  have  hinted  at  aau  eiM>oth  » 
idgB  fevounbly  of  ibt  piece  by  the  aample. 
He  bsRan,  however,  with  codaiderablc  auBientyM 
lanncr. — "And  how  now,  eaiicy  Quean  1"  said  iba 
ledical  manofoiEce;  "what  have  jou  (o  e«y  whjl 
iDuld  not  Older  you  to  be  ducked  in  liie  locb,  In 
nine  your  band  to  the  man  in  myprenuicaT' 
"Many,"  replied  the  cuinrii,  "becauK'  1  judge  ibal 

Sour  honour  will  not  think  the  cold  bath  DCceaaair 
irmy  complainte." 

"Apeatilenl  jlde^"  said  ibo  Doctor,  vtuspenBgip 
Roland  O  ' ""  


her  voice  ia  a*  aweet  aa  airvp.— Bui,  mr  prelly  mud- 

'  '      "you  abow  ua  wondrafiil  Gula  ol  thai 
of  you»— be  pleaaed  to  throw  aaida  rov 


en,"  aaid  he,  "you  abow  u 

y     ...    .--i„gga, 


fate,"  answered  ihe  n -,. 

iDce,  and  I  should  like  ill  to  beknowD  in  tbo 
IB  the  poor  girl  whom  thai  acurvy  knave  pnl 

nothitiB  for  ihy  good  name,  my  aweel  litlla 

modiirum  of  candid  mannal"  replied  the  Dociori 
'"ir  I  proteai  U  you,  ae  I  am  Chamberlain  of  Loch- 
en^  Kinroa^  and  ao  forth,  that  the  cbaaie  SusanDi 

Inlllid! 

wilt  come  lo  me  in  private,  and  expna  thf  contrition 
tor  the  oHencc  whereof  ihou  haat  bera  KUilly,  I  com- 
mand that  ail  for  the  prraent  go  forward  aa  if  do 
Buch  interruption  of  the  pre«cribed  cnurae  had  lak^ 

"niedaniael  curtsied  and  tripped  back  lohertdaca. 
The  play  proeeeded.  but  it  do  longer  ailracled  tha 
Btteniion  of  Roland  tSiKine. 

The  voic&  the  figure,  and  what  the  veil  penninad 
to  be  aeeo  of  the  neck  and  iresaea  of  the  vilTaRa  dam- 
Bel,  hpTeaaatTongareBcmblBncelolboiieof  CalheriDe 
Seyton.  that  he  lell  like  one  bewildered  in  the  motea 
of  a  chaniteful  and  Btupifyine  dream.  The  memo- 
rable acene  of  the  hoslelry  ruahed  on  hia  tecoUeetKil), 
with  all  llB  doubtful  and  marvelluuB  circumaiancea. 
Were  the  tales  of  rnchantTnent  which  he  hod  read  In 
romances  realized  in  thia  eitraoidinary  girl  7  Could 
Bhe  transport  herself  ftnrn  the  walled  and  goardeil 
Caalle  of  Lochleven,  moated  with  iiB  broad  lake, 
(lowardB  which  he  caat  back  a  look  asif  lo  afcenala 
it  was  adtl  in  e)dst«ie«,)  and  walched  with  aucb 

BcrupuloUB  care  as  the  safety  of  a       """  "■ '""" 

—r^^d  Bhe  eumjouni  all  theae  oh. 

careleBB  and  danRerouB  uBcuf .. 

onesge  herself  pubhcly  in  a  quatrcl  in  a  village  &a? 
Roland  was  unable  to  determine  whelber  the  exer- 
tions which  it  muBt  have  coat  her  lo  gain  bei  free- 
dom,  or  the  uee  to  which  ahe  had  put  it,  rendered  her 
the  moat  unaccountable  creature. 

Lost  in  theae  mediiationa.  he  kept  hia  jgaie  fixed  on 
the  Bidiiecl  of  tbem ;  and  in  every  caBuaTmolian,  dis- 
covered, or  thowht  he  discovered,  aomeihing  whicb 
reminded  htm  atiU  inoie  strongly  of  Catherina  SefWa. 
It  occurred  to  him  more  than  once,  indeed,  thai  he 

"-  ^-  deceiving  himself  by  eiasseialina  acane 

ess  into  ahBolute  identity.     But  men  the 
the  hoBiclry  of  Saint  BTichaet's  re ■ 


caaual  likenese  into  abBolute 

mHkfmu  at  ihe  hoslelry  of  S......  „..^„«^ 

lind,  and  it  seemt^  in  (he  htghesi 


probable,  that,  under  such  various  t^ircuTnali 
Btero  iminnation  ahould  twice  have  found  o 
tunity  lo  play  him  Ibe  ai"  '       "" 


TUB  ABBOT. 


HgB,  soniewhtt  ■lurily, 

ir  the  miiur,"  uid  (he  dannd  i 

■a  iniuni  th«i  I  know  mora  or 

gd  Qramei  "far  whota  (hen  do 

D,'*  uuwflred  ehe,  "  whom  a  dog 

1— lor  lbs  hawk  ivhom  men  dtra 
juld  check  ai  nme.  and  pounca 
Ik  muit  ke«>  Eooded  till  be  hu 
Lia  eyes,  and  can  dtacorer  good 

ej^lied  Rolaod  Grseoie  i  "  I  man 

me.  a£ 

themaideD,  "andlwillBirgfou 
Tadon  than  I  judged  yau  lo  be 

iiuuailr,"  laid  Roltnd  Onamt. 
>ur  name  »  S.  and  the  laat  N." 
Ihiaparmert  "frueaion." 
o-diy,"  continiied  Roland,  "to 
kirtl^  and  perhapE  yau  mar  be 
itandreaiher,  boee  iDddonblel." 
Uis  dout  I  you  have  hit  the  vary 
lael,  auppreaeuiK  a  great  inclina- 

nen's  eyes  out  of  iheii  bead*,  aa 
I  of  Iheir  bosoms." 
fei«  uttered  in  a  low  and  lender 
land's  ureal  moniRcalion,  and 
auBur^  was  so  r>r  from  nllaying, 
«ed,  bis  partner's  disposition  (o 
B  compoae  hefseil'  wbiJa 


or  in  dancing,  ihe  lum  of  your 
of  your  form—  none  oould  be  so 
liK  yon  by  BO  many  proofa ;  but 
r  eren  to  that  tre*s  of  hair  that 
our  muffler." 

,  of  coarse,  whiefa  that  itmflUr 
liden,  retnovinB  her  veil,  and  in 
iring  to  retilace  it.  She  showsd 
nine;  but  sn  unusHsl  degree  of 
inflsmod  them,  when,  from  some 
of  the  mufBer,  a^e 


redabait  he 
id.  dMM,  t. 


a  face,  but  the 
ma  eyee  received,  nu  to  the 
fore.  He  BBsiBted  her  to  adjual 
1  were  For  an4oBtant  silent  .The 
for  Roland  Or«mB  wae  over- 
iriae  at  the  conirerieiiea  which 
mmed  to  iDclnda  ia  her  person 

ed,"  uid  ihedamiel  lo  hijn,  "it 
!ai^Bui  (he  limea  which  main 
M  of  all  flued  Cat  men  to  become 
oonett  an  in  danBsr  of  aucb  a 


^SB  ABBOT. 

t»t'  nid  th«       ■ 

^'Ym,  tou,  for  all  the  boldnsH  of  tmii  nplr,"  nid 
Ihe  diDiMl.  ■WhenyouBhouldhold  fislTourrelL- 
giODt  became  il  b  aaflailfld  □□  oil  ndefl  by  rebels,  tnt- 
lon,  and  beniica,  you  lei  ii  slide  out  of  your  breaat 
like  waler  fmapod  iu  the  bend.  If  you  are  driTen 
from  the  ftilb  of  your  fathere  from  fear  of  a  traitor,  ia 
not  that  womsnufa?— If  you  arecajoled  bytbacun- 
ning  arganienia  of  a  irumpeler  of  hereay,  oc  (he 
pniacaoi  a  puritanic  ol ' 


..J bribed  by  tbe  hope  of  apoil  and  pre- 

ftrmenl,  i>  nol  Ihal  womiiniab  7— And  when  yoa 
wander  il  my  venlins  a  Ihreil  or  an  eiecraUon. 
(hould  you  not  wonder  al  youraelf,  who,  preiend- 
iDK  to  ■  Reolla  name,  and  aspiring  to  knighlhood, 
:aD  be  ai  die  aame  lime  cowardly,  iilly,  and  aelf-in- 

"1  would  ihat  a  man  would  bring 
nid  iba  jage ;  "  be  abould  aec^  era  Ei 
—  older,  whether  he  had  canae  (o 

Bewan  of  each  bijt  wotd^"  ana.. 
"  you  nid  bul  uiou  thai  I  aofaieti 
doublet." 

liat,"  nid  ib 

himadfof  h(, _. 

"  Yon  indeed  are  pleaaed  to  call  ma  aq,"  itplied  ibt 
BUidaD,  cTadinii  bie  inleotion,  "  bul  1  have  tniny 


a  older,  whether  he  had  ci 

"  Bewan  of  each  bijt  wotd^"  anawered  the  maid- 
sD  1  "  you  nid  bul  uiou  thai  I  M '    -      - 
■od  doublet." 

"But  remain  aliU  Catherine  Seylon,  wear  i 
yoa  liat,"  nid^ibe  Pbr^  endeaTourms  again  to 

I  bie  inlen 

id  wdl  yoii  DBt  reply  to  thai,"  aaid  the  pase, 
'bieh  you  ai«  diatingDiahed  beyond  erery  othei 
■DHusli  in  Scoiland  T' 
■  Thedimaeiunalluredby  hiaprataeahalillknlaloat 
and  Mug  with  gayety  a  verae  from  an  old  baOad, 

But  when]  rida  lo  Hotrrwd. 
Mr  un  !•  VTiinu  -vfrnP 
"WilAil  Willi"  exclaimed  [he  page,  impatiently^ 
"aar  ralbar  Will  o'  the  Wap— Jack  with  the  Lan. 
Mm,  fiir  never  waa  such  ■  deceitful  or  wanderinf 


,,  -— , --  ^»aid  Roland  Gi«me 

"If  ynu  will  call  me  yourdearesl  Catherine,  wher 
I  have  given  yeu  to  many  names  to  choose  upon,' 
replied  inedsmiel,  "I  would  isk  you  how,  auppoainf 
tnelbt  two  or  three  boura  of  my  hfe  eaeaped  from  yon- 
der lower,  you  have  iha  cruelty  to  ask  ma  to  be  aeri- 
out  during  the  only  merry  momenta  I  have  seer 
parbapi  for  months  1" 

"Ay,  bul,  Uat  Calherine,  ihere  are  monMnia  ol 
dev  and  true  feeling,  whieb  are  worth  len  thoiuano 
years  of  ihe  hveheal  minh  i  and  such  waa  ihal  oi 
fwtetday,  when  you  so  iwaify" 

fSo  nearly  what  T'demanded  Ihedamsel,  haalily 
When  you  npptttaehed  your  tipa  ao  near  lo  ibi 
aign  you  had  [raced  on  my  loreb^." 

^'Mother  of  Heavent  axclsimed  she,  in  i  yet 
Sercetlone.  and  wiih  a  motB  meaculme  manner  than 
the  hid  ysl  exhibited,—"  Calherine  Seylon  appmacb 
ber  lips  to  ■  man'i  brow,  and  thou  that  man  !— vb» 

'Ilie  pBoa  Blood  ailoniahe^  but,  concaving  hehaii 
■lamial  the  damsel's  delieacy  by  ■lludins  to  lbs  en- 
thuiiaam  of  i  moment,  and  Ihe  manner  in  which  ahc 
had  expressed  ii,  he  endeavouiBd  to  falter  (bnh  an 
apology.  Hiiexcuaes,  though  be  waa  unable  lo  gin 
them  any  regular  ahapa,  wb«  accsiied  by  his  com- 
panion, wholiad  indeisl  tmniMfed  her  indignilior 
after  ilt  Aral  ezploaion — "Speak  bo  mon  on  I,"  abt 


atlraci  more  noitce  than  ia  oonvenieol  ibr  eiihei 

rf  ua." 
"  Nay,  but  allow  me  at  least  lo  tHUmr  yon  lo  aonH 

aagoestered  place." 
^VoudaiSnoL"! 

How,"aaid  ihe  ,__, 
dare  go,  wbere  I  dors  ni 


V  J 


Obap.  xxvni] 


_l  bad  pnwerved  o»er  him  in , 

cendeacT  wbich  ahe  had  acqutnd  duting  hia  ebild- 
lod  ;  aad,  besujea.  ba  knew  iha  violence  uf  bet  paa- 


ioctaiuDDB  ODihiHiaani  in  her  *p 


wBiUkely 
waa  thsrei 

oaeded  wil- _„ 

— "  Oqce  more,  what  *eek' 

taa,  iheiola 
iwbt 


ImOBI  any  nply  which  baeodd  make. 
in>w  ber  ioU)  an  ecauaj*  or  nge.  He 
ailenli   and  Magdalen  Oneme  prt>- 


tba  only  pi 


1  Ibou  h: 


■ryoolh. 


m,  ibat  tl 


■Iready  imnpled  on  iha  beai  wiabeaof  my  hearlT' 

"Pardon  me,  molher,"  aoid  Roland  Ontmei  "bu 
in  uuihandrsiiaon,  Idowrveaot  yourblsme.  Ihavi 
been  uealed  imonaal  you— eten  by  youraelf,  my  reve 
read  parom,  ai  wait  aa  by  olhera— ai  one  who  lackei 
ibe  common  altiibHteaoI  fl-ee-wiil  and  human  reaaon 
or  waa  at  leaatdeemed  unSi  to  eiereiae  Ihem.  -A  lam 
oTcnchanlmant  have  I  bean  led  inlo,  and  >|ieu«  hav 

W' 

not  It 

wbok 
itl    t 


"  And  whii  hadsl  ibou  to  do  with  CaUierine  ! 
ioqT'  aaid  the  matron  alentl^  I  "ia  ifaia  a  lim 
a  world  lo  follow  maidens,  oi  id  dance  erour 
Maypolel  Whan  the  trompet  lummona every  1 
heaiied  Scolgman  around  the  alandard  of  ihe 
BOverragn,  shall  thou  be  found  loitering  in  a  U 
boworr 

"No,   by  Heaven,  nor  impriaonad  in  the  ru^. 
walla  of  an  ialand  collet"  anawered  Roland  Qrsmi 


"Doubt  not  (hat  it  will  be  windnl,"  said  the 

ran,  'Vand  that  .so  fearfully  loud,  that  Scotland  will 
never  heat  Iha  like  until  the  Inat  and  ioudeal  blast  ol 


touchiiig  thy  fallinB  away— perfe..  — 

acconed sacrifice—and  yet,  oven  ailbii  laiehour,  Ibou 
mayat  be  what  I  have  boped  for  the  Kin  of  my  deareal 
b(^— what  say  1 1  the  son  of  my  bene— thou  ahalt  be 
Ihe  hope  of  Scotland,  her  boaaksod  har  hononil— 
Even  thy  wiUeai  and  moat  looliab  <•!•>!*•  maviwr- 
ihancebeft" "    "  " 


—  or  .wildaM  wiihea  of  thy  heart  wOl  be  taott  raa- 
dilv  attained  by  foUowmR  the  call  of  iby  duty." 
Aa  ahe  CMeed  meakam,  a  double  knack  waa  heard 

atcainallba  inner  door.     Tliemalran,  faBBiilyadjastiDg 
her  muffler,  and  reanmiiiA  her  chair  by  the  hearth,  da- 


SalvcU  It  Tet,"  answend  Hacdalea  Orcma. 
ino  a  man  entered  in  tbe  ordinary  dreaa  of  a  noble- 

_, ■      ^1  ^j^  jji^le  a  iword  and 

lu,^'  aaidbe,  "  my  roolhar,  and 
I  wbom  1  aee  wiui  you.      Than  addrea«ng  Um- 
lo  Roland  Omme,  ba  said  lo  him,   "  Haal  thoa 
a  pallet  from  Oeoige  Doiuria*  r' 
I  hav^"  aaid  ihe  paga,  suddenlv  ncollecting  that 
which  had  been  commilted  lobiachainein  iba  mora- 
"bull  may  noi  deliver  ii  lo  any  ona  without  aonw 
n  that  they  have  a  righl  to  ask  it." 
Vou  aay  well,"  relied  the  aarriiu-mBn,  and  whia- 
d  into  hia  ear,  "The  packel  wEiich  I  oak  ia  iha 
rt  to  hia  fa  thai— will  this  token  suffice  1" 
[1  will,"  rsfilied  ibe  page,  and  takii^  tha  packM 

I  willreiumpiaaenlly,"  aaid  Ihe  aerving-man,  and 

aland  hod  non 

ccoai  hia  rdadve  in 

and  a  place  ao  daruieroua — "  Voa  cannot  be  isoorani,'' 
he  aaid,  "  of  the  halTsd  thai  iha  Lady  of  Cochlavan 
baara  lo  thoaa  of  youi^-thal  ia  of  our  rehgran — joai 
preeenl  diogmaa  lajra  you  open  to  aa>|»cioiw  of  a  dif- 
linrenl  kind,  b|il  infaning  no  leaa  haiard  i  and  wbalhw 
a*  a  Calholte,  or  aa  a  sorcenaa,  oi  aa  a  friend  to  iha 
unfbitunale  Oueen,  you  an  in  equal  danRer,  if  ap- 
prehMided  wilhin  Ibe  bounds  of  the  DoufilaBi  and 
in  the  chamberlain  who  ■dminialen  their  autbonty, 
aanhaTe,  for  hia  own  reaaona,  an  enemy,  and  a  billai 

V  il,"  Bsid  the  matron,  har  eyet  kindliiw 
iph  i  "  I  know  ibai,  vain  of  hia  echool-crau 

Iwiadom,  Luke  Lundinviewa  with  iealouiy 

and  haired  the  blesoings  which  the  aainia  have  con- 
ferted  on  my  prayera,  and  on  ihe  holy  relies,  bafiqv 
Ihe  loocb,  nay,  before  the  ban  presence  of  which, 
diaeaae  and  death  hava  ao  often  beeo  known  lo  retiMt. 
—I  know  he  would  rend  and  tearme;  hnt  there  is' 
cH' -* iileoir  -'--'—  -■---—-■-" 

bj  le  Maa_.  . -._ 

iF  «,  let  ihe  Ihadowa  of  ibe  erenms  da- 

K  n  ibnndoT  and  in  tempeet  i  the  UitM 

st  ne  thai  relievea  my  ayee  from  swing 

gi  sars  from  lielening  lo  Matphomr-    Do 

Il  uiant— play  ihy  part  aa  I  baig  pland 

Bi  nine,  and  my  rdeaae  uiall  ba  like  ihol 

01  arlyr  whoae  aacent  to  heaven  anrnla 

b  n  and  aong,  while  earth  pwoea  him 

H  *iih  Olecranon." 

luded,  the  serriDs-man  a/fia  eoterM 

tl ..  .  .  dwud,  "  All  iawdll  the  time  hoUa  Dim 

'^'Whsl  time?  what  holds  I"  exclaimed  Roland 
Gnemei  "I  tiusi  I  hsvegivan  Ihe  Douglaa^a  paoket 

"ConlBBt  I 


FidGlled-I  might  blmb  lo  i 

-jth  the  nobleEuerdoQ  I  hold 

ahamte  m&  being  such  as  I  am, 

paasiona  of  yonlh,  sa"  "'•*<  "■ 
poee  of  censure.    Bi 


children   to 


nna.  Hark  me, iherefma, Roland.  TbeloveofCathe- 
rins  SeyloQ  wUl  follow  him  only  who  shall  achieve- 
ihe  freedom  of  hei  mlatrees;  and  believe,  il  may  ba 
one  day  in  thine  own  power  ID  iie  that  happy  lover. 
Caal,^tnerrfore,  away  duubMod  fear,  and  prc(>are  lo 
do  wbal  religion  calls  ftr,  vmi  Ihy  country  demands 
of  thea,  what  thy  duty  ob  a  aubjecl  and  as  a  oertani 
tUkareqmra  ai  your  hand)  and  be  aiaured,  even  tha 


"""i/L 


1 


*By  Ssint  Andrew,  ihsrs  were  foul  mistake 
though,"  anawered  the  page i  "it  is  the  very  yW' of 
my  duty,  m  this  Stat  staf^  of  cbivalrr,  to  tie  taiuuni 
u>  roy'trasl  i  and  bad  ihd  devil  given  ms  a  meaaafn 
todiachaiBe,IwouId  no((aoIhad  pUghtad  myfulh 
to  ths  conmiy)  beiiay  hia  counHU  to  an  angel  of 
li^i." 


"Now. 


roMlld  aiay  ibea  with  ti 


TBB  AMBtn* 
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vtkea  I  bear  tbee  talk  of  a  deaxtfr  faith  being  due  to 
rebels  and  heretics,  than  tboa  oweet  to  thy  church  and 
thy  prince  I" 

"Be  patient,  my  good  sister,"  said  theservinp-man*, 
*'I  will  give  him  such  reasons  as  shall  counterbalance 
the  scruples  which  beset  him— the  spirit  is  honourable, 
though  now  it  may  be  mifltimed  and  misplaced.— 
Follow  me,  voung  man." 

"  Ere  I  go  to  call  this  stranger  to  a  reckomng,"  said 
the  page  to  the  matron,  **  is  there  nothing  I  can  do  for 
your  comfort  and  safety  T' 

"Nothing,"  she  replied,  " nothing,  save  what  will 
lead  more  to  thy  own  honour;— the  saints  who  have 
protected  me  thus  far,  will  lend  me  succour  as  I  need 
It.  Tread  ihc  path  of  glory  that  is  before  thee,  and 
only  think  of  me  as  tlie  creature  on  earth  who  will 
be  most  delighted  to  hear  of  thy  fame. — Follow  the 
BfCranger— he  hath  tidings  for  you  that  you  little 
expect." 

The  stranger  ranained  on  the  threshold  as  if  wait- 
ins  for  Roland,  and  as  soon  as  he  saw  him  put  him- 
seuf  in  motion,  he  moved  on  before  at  a  nuick  pace. 
Diving  still  deeper  down  the  lane^  Roland  perceived 
that  it  was  now  bordered  by  buildings  unon  the  one 
side  only,  and  that  the  other  was  fenced  by  a  high  old 
wall,  over  which  some  trees  extended  then*  branches. 
Descending  a  good  way  farther,  they  came  to  a  small 
door  in  the  wall.  Roland's  i^ide  paused,  looked 
afound  for  an  instant  to  see  it  any  one  were  within 
sight,  then  taking  a  key  from  his  pocket,  opened  the 
6oot  and  entered,  makmga  si^  to  Roland  Grsme  to 
follow  him.  He  did  so,  and  the  stranger  locked  the 
door  carefully  on  the  inside.  During  this  operation 
the  page  had  a  moment  to  look  around,  and  perceived 
that  he  was  in  a  small  orchard  very  trimly  kept 

The  stranger  led  him  through  an  alley  or  two, 
shaded  by  trees  loaded  with  summer-fruit,  into  a 
pleached  arbour,  where,  taking  the  turf-seat  which 
was  on  the  one  side,  he  motioned  to  Roland  to  occupy 
that  which  was  opposite  to  him,  and,  after  a  moment-* 
ary  silence,  opened  the  conversation  as  follows :  "  You 
have  asked  a  better  warrant  than  the  word  of  a  mere 
stranger,  to  satisfy  you  that  I  have  the  authority  of 
Qeorge  of  Douglas  for  possessing  myself  of  the  packet 
intrusted  to  your  charge?" 

"It  is  nrecisely  the  point  on  which  I  demand  reck- 
ming  of  yon,"  said  Roland.  "I  fear  I  have  acted 
hastily ;  if  po,  I  must  redeem  my  error  as  I  best  may." 

"You  hold  me  then  as  a  perfect  stranger?"  said 
,he  man.  "Look  at  my  face  more  attentively,  and 
see  if  the  features  do  not  resemble  those  of  a  man 
nuch  known  to  you  formerly." 

Roland  gazed  attentively ;  but  the  ideas  recalled  to 

ais  mind  were  so  inconsistent  with  the  mean  and 

servile  dress  of  the  person  before  him,  that  he  did  not 

venture  to  express  the  opinion  which  he  was  irresisti- 

olv  indncA)  to  form. 

"*' Yes,  my  son,"  said  the  stranger,  observfng  his 
dmbarrasament,  "you  do  indeed  see  before  you  the 
upfortunate  Father  Ambrosius,  who  once  accounted 
bb  ministry  crowned  in  ypur  preservation  from  the 
snares  of  heresy,  but  who  is  now  condemned  to  la- 
ment thee  aa  a  castaway  I" 

Roland  Greme's  kindness  of  heart  was  at  least 
eqval  to  "his  vivacity  of  temper— he  could  not  bear 
to  see  his  ancient  and  honoured  master  and  spiritual 
gdde  in  a  situation  which  inferred  a  change  of  for- 
tune so  melancholy,  but  throwing  himself  at  his  feet, 
grasMd  his  knees  and  wept  aloud . 

"What  mean  these  tears,  m:  '^Tf  said  the  Ab- 
bot; "if  they  are  shed  fjr  your  o  i  .,1ns  and  follies, 
•urehr  they  are  gracious  shcwi^  h'  \  ^aay  avail  thee 
nrach— but  weep  not,  if  they  fan  or.  " '  account.  You 
mdeed  see  the  Superior  of  'he  Community  of  Snint 
Mary's  in  the  dress  of  a  poo^  sworder,  who  gives  his 
master  the  use  of  his  bluip  and  buckler,  and,  if  need- 
ful, of  his  lifie,  for  a  ooarMrhvery  coat  and  four  marks 
by  the  year.  But  soch^i  garb  suits  the  time,  and,  in 
WW  period  of  the  church,  militant,  as  ^vell  becomes 
ner  prelates  a$  stafli  mitre,  and  crosier,  m  the  days  of 
the  church's  triumph." 

*  By  what  fate,'' said  the  page,— "and  yet  why," 
gded  hejchecking  hrnieelf,  "need  I  ask?  Cathe- 
J3IM  Seyioii  m  seme  sort  prepared  me  wot  this^    But 


tkat  the  change  should  be  so  absolute— the  destroe- 
tion  socomplefbl" 

"Yes,  my  son,"  said  the  Abbot  Ambroskis,  **  thine 
own  eyes  oeheld,  in  ray  unworthy  elevation  to  the 
Abbot's  stall,  the  last  especial  act  of  holy  solemnity 
which-  shall  be  seen  in  the  church  of  Saint  Mvy'fr 
until  it  shall  please  Heaven  to  turn  back  the  capthitj 
of  the  church.  For  the  present,  the  shepherd  is  smit- 
ten—ay,  well  nigh  to  the  earth — the  flocks  are  mat- 
tered, and  the  shrines  of  saints  and  martyrs,  aod 
pious  benefadore  to  the  church,  are  nven  to  the  owls 
of  night,  and  the  satyra  of  the  desert?' 

"  And  your  brother,  the  Kniglu  of  Avend— cooW 
he  do  ndtning  for  your  protection  ?" 

"He  himself  hath  fallen  under  the  suspicion  of  the 
ruling;  powers,"  said  the  Abbot  "  who  are  as  unjast 
to  their  friends  as  they  are  cruel  to  their  enemi^w  I 
could  not  grieve  at  it,  did  I  hope  it  might  estrange 
him  from  his  course ;  but  I  know  the  soul  of  Halb^ 
and  I  ratherfear  it  will  drive  him  to  prove  his  fidehty 
to  their  unhappy  cause,  by  some  deed  which  maybe 
yet  more  destructive  to  the  church,  and  more  oflensiTe 
to  Hcawn.  Enough  of  this ;  and  now  to  the  business 
of  our  mealing.— I  trust  you  will  hold  it  sufficient  if  I 
pass  my  word  to  you  that  the  packet  of  which  you 
were  lately  the  bearer,'  was  designed  for  my  hands  by 
George  of^Douglas?" 

"  Then,"  said  the  page,  "  is  George  of  Douglas" 

"A  true  friend  to  his  Queen,  Roland;  and  wd] 
soon,  I  tnist,  have  his  eyes  openad  to  the  errors  of  bis 
(miscalled)  church." 

"But  what  is  he  to  his  father,  and  what  to  the 
Lady  of  Lochleven,  who  has  been  as  a  mother  to 
him  7"  said  the  page  impatiently. 

"  Tlie  best  friend  to  both,  in  time  and  through  eter- 
nity," said  the  Abbot,  "if  he  shall  prove  the  happy 
instivmcnt  for  redeeming  the  evil  they  have  wrought 
and  are  still  working," 

"  Still,"  said  the  page,  "I  h"ke  not  that  good  service 
which  begins  in  breach  of  trust" 

"  I  blame  not  thy  scruples,  my  son."  said  the  Ab- 
bot ;  /'  but  the  time  which  has  wrenched  asunder  the 
alliance  of  Christians  to  the  church,  aod  of  sub- 
jects to  their  Icing,  has  dissolved  all  the  lesser  bonds 
of  society;  and,  in  such  days,  mere  human  tics 
must  no  more  restrain  our  prc^iress,  than  the  bram- 
bles and  briers,  which  catch  hold  of  his  garmoits, 
should  delay  the  path  of  a  pilgrim  wiio  travels  to  pay 
his  vows." 

"  But,  niy  father,"— said  the  youth,  and  then  stopt 
short  in  a  hesitating  manner. 

"Speak  on,  my  son,"  said  the  Abbot;  "q)eak 
without  fear.' 

"  Let  me  not  ofiend  yon  then,"  said  Roland,  "wheo 
I  answer,  that  it  is  even  this  which  our  adversaries 
charge  against  us,  when  they  say,  that  shaping  the 
means  according  to  the  end,  we  are  willing  to  com- 
mit great  moral  evil  in  order  that  we  may  work  out 
eventual  good." 

"  The  heretics  have  played  their  usual  arts  on  you, 
my  son,"  said  the  Abbot ;  "  they  would  willingly  de- 
prive us  of  the  power  of  acting  wisely  and  secretly, 
though  their  poesession  of  superior  force  forbids  our 
contending  with  them  on  the  terms  of  equality.  Tliey 
have  reduced  us  to  a  state  of  exhausted  weakness, 
and  now  would  fain  proscribe  the  means  by  which 
weakness,  through  all  the  range  of  nature,  sui^lies 
the  lack  of  strengtii;  and  defends  itself  against  its 

GDteift  enemies.  As  well  might  the  hound  say  to  the 
are,  use  not  these  wily  turns  to  escape  me,  but  con- 
tend with  me  in  pitched  battle,  as  the  armed  and 
powerful  heretic  demand  of  the  down-trodden  and 
oppressed  Catholic  to  lav  aside  the  wisdom  of  the 
serpent,  by  which  alone  they  may  again  hope  to  raise 
up  the  Jerusalem  over  which  they  weep,  and  which 
it  is  their  duty  to  rebuild— But  more  of  this  hereafter. 
And  now,  my  son,  I  command  thee  on  thy  faith  to 
tell  me  truly  and  particularly  what  has  chanced  to 
thee  since  we  parted,  and  what  is  the  present  state  of 
thy  conscience.  Thv  rdation,  our  sister  Magdalen, 
is  a  woman  of  exceilA  gifik  blessed  with  a  xeal 
which  neither  doubt  noFdanPr  can  quench ;  but  yel 
it  is  not  a  zeal  altogether  according  to  knowledge; 
wherefore,  my  eon,  1  wooki  wiUingly  be  myself  uiy 
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With  tha  reipeet  vrhich  he  owsd  lehisfim  iDsniKiari 
RoluulOisaM  wtntrapidlylKnnah  Ibe  even ta  which 
tfaa  raader  ia  acquualea  wid)  i  utd  while  he  dugmani 
not  Tiotn  tha  pndats  tha  impresgion  which  bau  baan 

Sade  on  hia  mind  br  the  arsuraeata  at  the  onwcbai 
endeisan,  ha  scoidaDlalljr,  and  almost  taTolunlaiUT, 
sava  hia  Patber  Confeaaor  to  iiDderaland  Ihs  inAiHDM 
which  Catharina  Sovton  had  acquired  oTar  him. 

"  I[  ia  with  joy  1  diacoier  mr  dearaal  km,"  rqilied 
tha  Abbot,  "  that  i  have  airived  in  lime  to  aireai  thee 
oti  the  verge  of  the  pmcipice  ta  which  thou  wen  ap- 
proachios-  These  aanbta  of  which  ]^u  complain,  an 
the  weeds  which  naturally  zrow  up  in  ■  Blrong  adil, 
and  reiiuire  the  carefal  hand  oT  the  husbandman  to 
ersdicais  them.  Than  mual  atudy  a  liiile  voliune, 
which  1  will  intpoFi  to  thee  in  EiLEina  time,  in  which. 
by  Our  Lad/a  Rrace,  I  hnire  placnl  in  aomewbat  a 
clearar  li^i  than  heietofore,  the  poiais  debated  be- 
twixt ua  and  time  heratica,  who  sow  aimna  [he  wheat 
the  aune  tares  which  wore  form  ' 
with  llie  good  soed  by  the  Albigen 


B  formerly  priiU 


timas  by  umiJy  reaistance,  but  ofiener  by  timely  Right. 
You  must  shut  voiirears  againal  Ihs  arguments  of 
the  hereHiarcb,  when  circumatancea  permit  you  not  to 
withdraw  the  foot  from  bis  company.  Anchor  your 
thoughts  upon  the  aerrice  of  Out  Lady,  while  he  ia 
eipeuding  in  rain  hia  heretical  aophialiy.  Are  yoo 
uaableto  mtinlain  your  alleniion  on  heavenly  objects, 
(liink  ralbat  on  Ifaine  own  earthly  plcasnreai  than 
tempt  Providence  and  the  Saiilis  by  fdrinR  an  ailen- 
ii»e  ear  to  ibeeningdoctnne— think  of  ihy  hawk,  thy 
huund,  thine  angling  rod.  thy  swurd  and  bucliler— 
Ihiak  oven  orCaihenne  Seyion,  raihsr  than  sive  Ihy 
aoal  to  the  lesaona  of  the  lempler.  Alas  1  irly  son, 
believe  not  that,  worn  out  with  woea,  and  bent  more 
bv  afBiclion  than  by  yeara,  I  hB?e  rorgotlea  the  effect 
or  beanty  oyer  the  heart  of  youth.  Even  in  the  waicbaa 
<a  the  night,  broken  by  ihoughts  of  an  imprisoned 
Qneen,  adialracted  kinidoiiL  a  church  laid  waaie and 


may ;  and  not  in  vain  are  these  psaatona  implanted 
m  out.breaat,  amce,  as  now  in  thycaae,  they  may 
come  in  aid  of  resoluiiona  foundiM]  noon  bieher 
arounda.  Yet  bewarei,  my  aon— ihiaCalhwineSey 
ton  la  the  daughter  of  one  of  Scodsnd'i  protrieal.  aa 
wdl  a*  moat  worthy  baronai  and  thy  stale  may  not 
■nfler  thee,  as  yet.  to  aapire  ao  high.  But  tbue  it  ia— 
Haaten  woriu  itspurpoaea  through  humanfbllyi  and 
Douglaa'a  ambitious  ailection,  as  well  as  thine,  ahall 
contribute  ahke  lo  the  d«nred  end." 

"How,  my  &lber,"  said  tbepagiv  " my  auapidone 
an  then  troel—Douglaa  lover' 

"  Be  doea  >  and  with  a  lore  ai  much  mii^taced  as 
thine  own  i  but  beware  of  him — croaa  him  not — 
thwart  him  not." 

"Let  him  not  crosaor  thwart  me,"  said  ibo  ^agei 

lor  I  will  not  yield  him  an  inch  of  way,  had  he  in  hia 
body  the  aout  oT  every  Dous1b8  that  haa  lived  since 
the  lime  of  the  Dark  Qray  Han."* 

'Nay,  nave  patience,  idleboviattd  reflect  that  your 

Kni  can  never  interfere  with  nia— P"" ■■'■ 

lAaaa  ranitiei 

irtich  alill  n. 

'    '        '  itemwtaddi 


U  thee,  Roland,  the  ny  with  which  I  aee  tb 
once  more  put  thy  knee  to  lU  beat  and  fittest  uae  I 

"  Culput  muu.  answered  the  youth ;  and  sccordmq 
to  the  ntual  of  the  Cetliolic  Church,  he  confeased  and 

n*Ur  llain^libM  himlilMS^   utiOD.    1l%™  Ibm  kim 

bnurialb^whamUubitllnlial^iiTiir   "'--- — "■ 

■M, 'ITaoaai  dark  pw iimil"    BoiiEi  a 


1HR  ABBOT. 
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haTB  mlksl  It  thia  p«c«.    t  had  mf  oat  and  mr 

rheum  oticB,  hoi  an  bundrsd  Ihintn  beatdea,  that  hiuis 
fetiera  on  m)'  heslsj  and  now,  ihauka  lo  Our  Ladf. 
and  bonesi  labour.  I  can  valk  wjib  any  good  mail  of  ; 
my  age  in  ib«  kingdom  of  Fife— Fr  UDon  il,  thai  BipB- 
rience  should  be  ao  tongin  coaiing! 

Aa  he  was  ihua  muttering,  bia  eve  teti  iraon  Iha 
bnhch  of  a  pear-lree  which  drooped  down  for  wi 

of  aupporl,  and  el  onco  foigemr-  ■■- ■'■-  ■ 

man  slopped  ei  ' 
Bolatid  Orotne 
and  good  natui 


igellituE  hta 


Ihs  old 


ce{  he  immediatfllv  lent 
wo  the  boufch  was  sup- 
la  lien  up  ui  a  wny  perfectly  ssiisfaclory  Ip 
ian,  who  lookoj  at  it  with  great  coniplai' 
They  are  bergamou,"  he  laid,  "and  if  you 

;  are  not  in  Lochievcn  Caailc— the  aardea 
rpinfold,  and  the  gardener.  Hugh  Houk. 
itle  akiii  of  hia  craft-so  come  isboie, 
m  Bulutnn,  when  you  would  eat  peais. 
1 1  thinking  of— ere  thai  time  (ome,  Ihey 
'en  ihoe  bout  pears  for  plums.    Take  an 

r  in  higher  places  than  ihon  cansi  hope 
pruninE-hook,  and  make 
days  shall  be  the  longer, 

I  French  faX 
KTsfiing.    Do 


I  doOf^qr  TaaahitioiL  he  CToaaad  iba 
I  of  the  httle  endoaunt  and  wM 

slmott  immediately  greeted  by  Dr.  LukaLondin. 

"Hsl  tny  most  excelleni  yoang  {nand,"  nid  Dm 
Doctor.  "Irum  whence  come  youl  but  1  Dole  ibe 
nlace,— Yes,   neighbour   Blinkboolie'a  garden  is  a 

Seasant  rendezvous,  and  you  are  of  ine  aae  whca 
ds  look  after  a  boony  las*  with  one  ere,  and  a 
dainty  plum  with  another.  Bui  taey  I  you  kmk  iidt- 
trtaie  and  melancliolic— I  fear  the  roaki«n  baa  prated 
cruel,  or  the  plums  unripe  i  and  aurely,  I  think  neigb- 
bour  Blinkhoolie'e  damtona  can  scarcely  bare  beM 
well  prsaerved  throughout  the  wintei — hew«re*lbe 
saccharine  juice  on  Kia  confecte.  Bui  coutajie,  niai^ 
ibeiG  an  more  Kales  in  Eioroaai  and  for  laa  iai- 
malure  fruit,  a  glaae  of  my  double  distilled  b^m 
mirabiUf—Ttrobahnn  tMi." 
The  page  darted  an  ireful  glance  at  ifaa  faeeooM 

Shyeicisnt  but  ptoenlly  recoUecling  ibal  the  mua* 
laie,  which  had  proroked  hta  diipleaaura,  waapto- 
babiy  bul  iniroduoed  for  [he  aake  of  allilnrntion,  ba 
auppTBaeed  hiBwrBlb.and  only  aaked  if  the  wains  bao 

"  Why.  I  have  been  eeddng  for  you  this  hour,  n 


-and  cor 

II  teach  thee  the  res 
li  ihe  Southron  call 
lout  loHS  of  limei  I 


Greme,  through  a 


leiLBtil) 
ndlock 


CHAPTER   XXi: 


Diaioaaen  from    the  old  man'a   f 
Chasme  found  that  s  graaiy  psddock, 
iwa,  Ihe  properly  of  the 


iherAmbrosiuahad,'    

bim  that  powerful  mfluence 


.-.  -js  propel 

from  Iheyillsn-.    .. ,. , ~„...-, 

upon ^Ihewords  of  the  Abbot.  Fa- 
BB  enough,  eiterted  OTO' 
hicb  the  guatdianaand 

mature  youth.*  And  yei,  when  Roland  looked  back 
upon  what  the  father  had  said,  be  cnuld  not  bul  aua- 


ivade  entering 


the  objec lions  and  eaiii^v  the  doubts  _ 
tures  of  Henderaon  had  eicitad.  "For  Ihi 
no  limy  eoid  ihe  page  lo  himseU;  "neither  h_.„. 
Dowcalmneea  and  learning  Bufflcient  to  judge  upon 
poinia  of  auch  magnitude.  Beaidea.  it  were  base  to 
quil  my  failh  while  the  wind  of  fornme  sets  agai 
II,  unless  I  were  so  placed  ihst  mv  convrinian.  she 
U  lake  place,  were'—  --  '■-'■■  ^— -  ■■--  :-- ^-— 


faith  of  Bruce  and  W 


I  shall  CI 


^I  wi'll  hi 


1  in  Ihi. 

faith  till 


will 


id  wronged  sovereiiin— they  who  placed 

MW  tne  hilber,  a  gentleman  trained  in  the  paths  of 
lajrally  and  boaour,  when  tbey  should  have  aoughl 
oul  some  imckling.  cogging,  double-deahng  knai 
who  would  bave  been  al  once  the  obtervani  page 
Ibe  Oaasn.  and  the  obeequknis  apy  of  ba  enemti 
Since  I  miul  cbooae  betwixt  aiding  and  betrayii 
bei,  I  wtU  deride  aa  becomes  ber  -"•■-"■  — i  >■ 
aubjeet)  bul  Catherine  Sevtan— ( 
buored  by  Dooglaa,  and  holding  m 
Si'T'  ■  "f  '""^  lewura  or  eapnce 


lila  your  pleasure.  AuchleriDuehtr  had  oolf 
110 company  iTitb  an  i-^l-  knace  hke himaelE 
iniin  nf  ■niiavine  between  them.  Your  boa^ 
,  and  llieie  have  already,  bean 

il  there  u  time  for  yoa  lo'take  a  sttghi  rapaali 
your  friend  and  pbraician,  I  hold  it  unfit 


d,  SB  your  fii 
i  should  face 


phraician. 


sfae  forced  her  wsy  amonx  them.  ' 

As  Roland,  though  nhich  irriiated,  pitiiuad  to 
follow,  he  was  grappled  on  ih,.  other  aide  by  DueMr 
Luke  Lundm,  who  remlnHcd  him  of  the  loaded  bow, 
of  the  two  uefls,  or  aignals  t  Ih  Ihe  II  -  .  .  •    ^ 

been  made  from  the  tower,  of  Ibe  dan„„  ... 

breeie  lo  an  empty  Biomach,  and  o[  ibo  vanity  of 

spending  inor"    • ' ■■ 

plums.    RolBr._      

to  bis  boat,  and  obliged  to  li^jnch  hi 
reiumtoLochlevenTJaslle. 

That  hllle  voyage  was  speedily  accompliabed,  and 
iba  page  was  greeted  ni  the  lanr'- '---  '-  -■- 


ioadsd  bon, 
t,  mhich  had 
er  of  ths  egld 
bo  vanity  of 

rh  her  forth  ivon  hi* 

..  ---,y  accompliabed,  and 
the  landing'plaoe  by  iba 
IS  ofold  Dr^wJala   ^Sa. 


jooDS  (■Iluil,  Yon  ■»  omie  ■(  1a>t,-tflar  ■  iUit  or 
rii  hoon,  and  after  two  nKanla  rma  the  cuilel 
Bm,  I  wirnnt,  »nie  idle  junk  Wing  bud  occupnd  you 
Km  d«aptr  to  ihink  ot  your  wurjcc  or  your  duly. 
Wbne  IB  ihe  note  of  tbe  pUia  and  houschald  (luff  7 
—Pray  Hearen  it  hath  not  been  ditninlBhoi  under 
die  (laereloaa  care  of  ao  heedleea  agudHboiiIJ" 

"Diminlsheil  niider  my  care,  Siewnni  T'  relorled 
tbepageampily;  "  aav  ao  in eameai,  and  by  Heaven 
yotiT  gray  hair  afaaJI  haraly  protect  you  aaucy  tongue  T" 

"  £  mice  wiib  your  awoagerinB,  youDg  emuir^" 
lelumed  (be  aiewarrl ;  we  have  bolfa  atid  dunveor 
'      '        ■  "  ny  lady,  and  iwanger  befoi 

paDinUT." 

"  Atid  wlMrB  Iheti  ia  iheLady  oC  Locbleven  ?"  rai 
ihep«£e;  "fori  conecive  ii  i«  of  haribou  ^eakeat. 

-  Ay-of  wbotnelse  T  r«Jied  Dryfeedale )  "ur  wh 
bendee  (be  Lady  of  Lochleren  hath  a  right  to  coir 


faer,  it  Ihou  daresi— alie 


intbie 


teller ' 


"The  Lady  ofl-ochleveniB  tMi  mistreia,"  eaid  Ro- 
land Qneme;  "but  mine  isibe  Qu«n  of  Scotland." 

The  alnrard  looked  at  bim  firedly  for  a  mnmetit 
whti  an  air  in  wbicb  niapician  and  dislike  weri'  ill 
eooeaaled  b;  an  aHectation  of  contempt.  "  Tht 
bnniiu  eock-cbitdten."  be  said,  '.'will  betr«y  bim- 
Mlfby  Ilia  raoii  crowing.  I  bave  marked  thy  altered 
manner  in  ihacbapel  of  late— ay,  and, your  chenging 

wbo,  likis  ibyaeir  laugha  at  all  gravity  and  gcodneaa, 
luere  la  oomelning  about  you,  my  master,  wbich 
AoaU  be  looked  to.  Bui,  ifyou  woiJdknow  nbeiher 
ine  Lady  of  Lochleren  or  that  other  lady  ' 


fiom  the  ili-nalurirf  penetration  of  the  ol 
tnarroibng  at  the  aame  time  what  pecuiianijia 
baie  ocoasoned  thaLadyofLochleven's  being  in 


•nd  me  on  ray  return,  that  «ho  may  form  a  gusaa 
'■hether  ibere  ie  any  privaw  inlelllgenee  or  under- 
■undina  betwixt  iia— t  must  be  guatded." 
With  ibiB  rwolution  he  enUrad  the  inrfonr,  wbare 
i  in  ber  chair,  wir"-  •■-  '  -■•■  '"'■"- 
mg  leaning  apon  ihe  bac 
I^y  of  Loefileian  BMn 
«ee  of  oearlr  an  hour, 
ber  very  viRible  bad  ' 


iifeai  increaae  of 

irimenl^  made  a  deep  obeieance  to  tlie 
another  lo  the  Lady,  and  then  atood  still 
ait  their  further  queadon.  Speaking  al- 
er,  ihe  Lady  Locweyen  said.     So.  young 

—  , B  pemnied  al  lenglbT' 

And  then  alonied  indignantly  abort,  while  Ibe 
(nemwanlonwitboulrFgardiag  her— "Roland,  you 
are  wetootne  hotna  lo  u»— you  nave  proved  Ihe  true 
doie  and  not  the  ravAi^Yet  I  am  aure  I  could  have 
^rgiven  you,  j(  once  diamiesed  from  this  water  dr- 
oed  ark  of  oura,  you  had  nerer  again  retumod  (o  ua. 
I  trait  you  fasTe  brought  back  an  olive  branch,  for  our 
luid  and  worthy  boaleea  haa  chafed  henelf  much  on 
tmnni  of  your  long  abaence,  and  we  never  needed 
nuraaama  aymhol  of  peace  aiid  reconcSiaiion.'' 

'I  grieve  I  should  have  been  detained,  madam. 
aniwwBd  Ihe  pagO!  "bul  from  the  delay  of  the  peTKin 
niinuled  with  tbe  mallai  ft>r  which  I  washout  1  did 
Ml  rscaVB  theai  lill  lata  in  the  day." 

"9|nyou(hseDow,"  said  the  Queen  to  the  Lady 
ucblaveni  "  we  cookl  not  penuade  you.  our  deaiesl 
loalasa,  thai  your  household  gooda  were  in  all  mle 
seeping  and  nirely.  Tiiie  it  is,  that  we  can  eicoie 
four  anxiety,  eooaideHng  that  Iheae  august  apart- 
Dienti  are  lo  acantily  farniahed,  that  we  have  not 
beeo  able  lo  oBer  yoo  even  the  relief  ofa  >uu1  darioE 
tbe  long  time  you  have  aflbrdsd  ua  the  pleBure  a 

"TV  will,  madam,"  «*id  ibe  Lady,  "ihe  will  to 
™f  nch  (ecommodation  wa*  more  uranling  than 


lot— will  n  pleaae  you 

lenee,"   replied  Ibe  Lady  Locbieven;   "  atid'wti,. 
with  you.  my  aged  limba  can  siiU  better  brook  b-    - 
igue,  then  my  mind  aioop  la  accept  of  conalrainad 

"Nay.  Lady  of  Locbieven,  if  you  take  it  ao  deeply," 
said  Ibe  Queen,  rising  end  motioning  lo  her  own 
vacant  cbab,  "I  woutdraiher  you  aaaumed  my  seal 
you  are  nol  the  (int  of  your  family  who  has  done  ao," 

The  Ledv  of  Locbieven  curtsied  a  nrealive,  but 
seemed  with  much  dilDciilty  tu  suppresa  ibe  angir 
answer  which  rose  lo  her  lips. 

During  this  sharp  conversation,  Ihe  page's  atten- 
tion had  been  almost  entirely  occupied  By  the  en- 
trance of  CaihiiTiTin  Spvinn.  whn  Mrne  from  the  inner 
ich  ebe  attended 


I  try  if  I 

'heK,^5?o''u7* 
id,  when  il 

mial  of  tl 
Helbought  thi 

rAen  they  cnl 
-Bui  thou  loo 


d  Ihe  chimi: 


reason  eipsci  i __  

le  own  eyes,  a>  she  tried  to  do  concaraiog 
lion  in  the  hostelry  of  Soint  MichBel'a-I 
r make  ber  feel  that  this  will  be  but 


Your  Grace  B  pleaeuro  ahall  be  obeyed,"  sakl  lb* 
ly  of  Lochleveni  "yet  may  I  presume  to  remind 
thai  waare  now  in  summer 't" 
I  thank  you  for  the  information,  my  good  Iady^" 
1  the  Queen  i  "for  priaonera  heller  Taara  ttaeir 
inriarfrom  the  mouth  of  their  jailor,  than  front 

Xlheyibemselves  feci  in  ihoaeasona.  OniM 
nd  Qrsme,  what  of  the  revata  ?" 


'ere  gav,  n 


our  Highnei 


indulgent  Biv  ear  has  become  lo  all  that  apaaka  of 
freedom  and  the  pleaaurea  of  the  fres.  Metlunka  I 
would  rather  have  aeen  the  gay  villagets  dance  tbeir 

" '  -■-    Maypole,  ihanhave  witneaaodlbe  mo« 

, ._«  within  ihe  precinclBOfapalace.    Th« 

•bwDce  of  alone- walla— the  sense  thai  iba  green  luif 
ia  undo'  the  fbol  which  may  tread  it  &n  and  un- 
reatnined,  is  worth  all  that  an  or  splendour  can  add 
W  more  connly  revels." 
"t  trust,"  said  the  Lady  Locbieven,  addrasainr  -'-- 

«  in  her  turn,  "  ■■■ 

— le  of  the  liota 
natuislly  lead  r 


(0  Citberine  Sorti: 

as  he  reolied,— "Iw 

, ..thy  of  msrliirw— no 

mdeeilririinylrind,i«velhato>plddam!  ■        "    ' 
hind  •omewhBt 

Ab  he  ulterad  these  wordahe  cut  ihiaty  glance  ai 
Csiherine;  but  she  susiained,  wnh  IheulmoM  »ereiiity 
of  DiBnner  and  rouniensnce.  ih«  hint  which  he  htd 
■      Juld  noi  ■         ■  ■  ... 

"  I  will  ciimtwr  your  On 
unce,'^  Baid  the  Lady  Li 

^'NBught,  our  good  lioBteBa."  answared  the  aueeti, 
"anleBB  ii  be  to  pray  you,  [hat  on  inolhar  occaaion 

ploynieni  to  wait  so  long  upon  ue.'' 

Hay  ii  please  you,"  added  the  Lady  Lochleven. 
"to  command  this  your  gendemBU  to  attend  UB,  thai 
I  may  receiie  some  iccounl  of  these  mailers  which 
have  beet)  sent  hiiher  for  your  Grace' 


Tbo  Bun  had  now  ^i  aaais  tima  act,  and  dw  na- 
liltbt  oT  Hay  wai  raiiidly  fading  inlo  a  aetme  tii^t 
On  lbs  latte,  the  eapanded  water  rose  and  fell,  widi 


leoTIha  ialand  of  Saint  SerT,  once 
indalled  pilgrim,  aa  the  bleeaed  ■! 
lan  of  God— now  n^ected  or  vii 


When  Roland  Ommo  had  finished  his  repast,  hav- 
ing hia  diamissnl  from  the  Queen  for  theerenina,  and 
b^ng  little  incUned  for  such  society  as  Ihs  castle  af- 
forded,  he  stole  into  the  gatden,  in  which  he  had  per- 
mission loepend  big  leisure  time,  when  1 1  pleased  him. 
In  this  place,  the  ingenuity  of  the  contriver  and  dis- 
poser or  the  vallts  hsd  exerted  itself  to  make  the 
moat  oTIillle  nwce,  and  by  screen^  both  of  stone 
omamented  with  rune  sculpture,  and  hedges  of  livins 
green,  had  cndoavonred  to  give  as  much  intricacy  and 
nricty  as  the  confined  limits  of  the  caiden  would 

Hen  the  youikg  man  walked  aadly,  eonsideriiiB  ibe 
■rents  of  the  day,  and  compiring  what  had  drc^meal 
finm  the  Abbot  with  what  he  had  himaelf  noticed  of 
Ue  demeanouiof  George  Douglas.  "  It  must  be  six" 
WIS  the  painAil  bnt  inevitable  conclusisn  at  which  he 
•TTiTcd.  "Il  muil  be  by  his  aid  thai  she  is  ihus  ena- 
bled, like  a  i^ianlom,  (o  transport  herself  from  place 
to  place,  and  to  appear  at  pleaauieon  the  mainland  or 
nn  the  islet.— It  inusi  be  so,"  he  repealed  onci 
"with  him  sheboldaa  close,  secret,  and  iniim 
ItogeihsT  inconsistent  with  ihi 


he  hopes  which  ihe  must  htve  known 
have  necessarily  inspired."  And  yet 
3pe  where  rsason  deiipsiia)  the  thought 


rest,  and  thst  she  was  tif  too  &ai 
ndid  a  nature,  to  hold  out  to  himi 
he  meant  nat  to  fiilfil.  Lost  in  ihi 
lines,  he  sealed  himself  cpon  a  bank 
nmanded  H  view  of  the  lake  on  thee 
*  er  of  thai  front  of  the  castle  alo 


"Hake  d 


alarm  ben^"  reM>rt«d  iheiu 


Dryfisadale,  " bul ke^ iby aiii^l MlhaandiSlyUusu* 
for  those  that  leftard  tbent— 1  do  mmetfffic^  uidMni 
Ibe  keya  lo  ibe  senescbaL— Adieu.  |p;  ypanfl  mas- 
ter I  ibe  cool  ni^t  air  wilt  edvuiiaeevoor  hot  Uoed." 
Ttieateward  was  right  m  whsi  he  saidg  faTI|» 
cooliog  breeie  was  vers 
feverish  Si  of  anger  obit 

did  the  remedy  succeed  fo.  - 

ter  some  hasty  turns  made  through  tbe  g 
hauslins  his  passion  in  vain  vowi  of  TBi^wfan 
RolandGmme  began  lobesensihlethaibisstmsMO 
oushl  rather  lo  he  hdd  aa  matm  of  lau^ur  ifaaa  of 
aenoua  resenunent.  ToorMh«daaport9h*D,^nlilM 
qwnt  in  the  open  air  had  in  ii  little  of  hanUiiVt  MM 


b  Roland  sipsnssccd,  B«| 

- Aileiwtb.Bf 

tbe  gnitca- 


ika  Hor  milHa  of  i1m  lUm. 

of  hia  contomiii  ihkn  bu  uigN.  "I  man  to  O 
be  Mid,  "  Out  iha  eiim  old  nin  majr  umy*  I 
ooQtealad  binuelf  wiib  uch 

often  look*  ■•  bi  ware  cwwb ^ 

tum."  ReturninB.  ihaniMtt,  to  Ibe  lisf  asat  whidi  be 
had  tbrmsrly  oociawd.  (Od  wbtcfa  w»  pwluU)'  ihel- 
Mred  br  ■  tiim  fence  of  graen  bolly,  be  dnw  bU 
mantle  around  him,  itreicned  binueu  at  lenstb  on 
the  verduii  aettle,  ind  mdeeToared  lo  raauioe  that 
deep  wbicb  ibs  castle  bell  bed  iatenupwd  lo  en  little 

weep,  like  otber  eanhly  bleaeioge,  ■■  lucgardorita 
favours  wbeo  most  courted.  Tne  more  Roland  in- 
voked ber  *td,  tlw  rariher  ebe  fled  from  his  eye-lida. 
He  bed  been  complete])'  awakened,  fini,  by  (he  sounde 
of  the  bell,  and  (heo  tq',  bia  own  aroniad  viraeitf  of 
tamper,  and  be  found  il  diiBcult  aiaio  to  oompoeo 
himaelf  to  elunber.  At  leoglh,  wnan  his  mind  waa 
weaned  out  with  a  maie  of  UMdeaans  meditatioa,  be 
succeeded  in  """"»  bimadi  into  a  broken  tepoea. 

■n.: gain  diddled  by  tttevoiceaor  two pereoni 

nalkins  in  the  cuden,  the  eouiid  of  whose 

>n,  after  raln^Dg  br  Ktme  ume  in  the 

page's  dreanii^tlenKth  succeeded  in  awakins  him 
tboroagbly.  He  raiud  himadf  from  hie  leclinins 
pownre  in  the  utmost  astonishment,  which  the  cir- 
ouinstance  of  hearing  two  persoas  at  that  lata  faoui 
18  on  the  outside  of  the  watdifiilly  guarded 

Lochloven,  was  so  well  calculatsd  lo  excite. 

His  &rM  thought  was  of  anpenialural  bdnoi  hie 
next,  upon  some  attempt  on  the  part  of  QueenHaiy'e 
(rieiKlB  and  feUowars)  his  last  was,  that  Oeonse  o( 
Douglae,  poaeesssd  of  the  kajrs,  and  bavins  the  means 
of  ingress  and  tgrew  at  pleasure,  was  avsllin(f  himssU 
of  bis  o  Ace  to  nod  a  rsndaivous  with  Cathenne  St^- 


opinion  lir  tbe  lone  of  the  voiee,  which  asked  in  a  low 
wtaiveT,    Whelhw  all  waa  ready  T' 


CHAPTER  XXX. 
Id  Biiiiia  bivuU  puilon  Jf«  cflewl'd  4ii4  lOi 


SouBS  OaxHi,  aveilina  himself  at  a  breach  ir 
the  holly  (creen.  and  of  tiie  aasiatance  of  Ibe  ful 
moon,  which  wu  now  srieeiii  bad  a  perfKI  oppot" 
nitr,  bmiself  onobeMred,  to  reoonnoure  the  per> 
udlhemotbnsof  (hoes  by  whom  his  real  bad  b 
tbna  uneipeeledly  disturbed)  and  his  obeerralii 


I  uneipeeledly  disturbed)  and  his  obeervalmne 

finned  his  jnloos <-  —  -.  —  -      -~-        -     . 

toffather  m  doee  and  ei 


eonfinned  his  jealoas  appr^ienaiona    'They'stoi 
.—..I 1 1 -on  within  fc 


I  rstreat,  and  be  oould 
aaaQy  racoKnise  the  leu  form  and  deep  voice  of  Dou- 
^as,  aiid  the  no  leas  remarkable  dress  ar^  ■"-  -^ 
the  pigB  at  ibe  hostelry  of  Saint  Hicbad'a. 

"  1  have  been  at  the  door  of  the  page'aepi 

said  Dougliia,  "but  be  Is  not  th^e,  or  he  will  not  an- 
•w«r.  It  IS  &at  bolted  on  ihe  inside,  as  ii  the  custom, 
and  wfl  cannoi  pau  through  it-~uid  what  his  Hlencc 
mar  bode  I  know  noL" 

"You  have  trusted  him  too  far,"  uid  the  Other;  "s 
fcather-hesded  coicomb,  upon  whose  channablc 
xnmd  and  hot  bfain  there  is  do  making  an  abiding 

'""It  wae  not  I  who  was  willing  to  trust  him,"  aakl 
Doofpas:  "bui  I  waiaaaured  he  would  prove  friendl) 

when  called  upon— for" Hoto  hs  spoke  k  low  thai 

Roland  lost  ibe  lenar  of  hie  worde,  VL>hich  was  the 
more  procokm^  bb  he  was  fully  aware  that  ha  wai 
bimself  the  subject  of  their  ooDversation. 

"Nay,"  refdied  the  stranger,  more  aloud,  "I  hivt 
Ml  .mr  eide  pat  him  ofT  with  fair  words,  which  mski 
uola  iain--bal  now,  if  you  dislruat  him  at  ihe  piah, 
deal  with  him  with  youi  dagger,  and  so  make  opee 
paasage." 

That  woe  loo  raeb,  said  Douglas)  "and.  bo' 
KdM  as  I  icld  yoti,  the  door  of  bis  spsrlmenl  ia  Aui 
and  bolted.'  1  will  esaay  again  to  waksit  bim." 

Ontma  iostanily  conuavteided,  that  tbs  India* 


•an^  pblol^  qr  nieb  otbsr  weapoM  u  ifaer  had 


Firewoll,  Ihsa,  C. „ , , 

that  of  DouglM !— When  joa  in  (reed  from  ihk  T^ 
boDdBge — ■■  freed  yon  ahall  be,  if  juMioe  retnainam 
Heavrn—and  when  vou  load  with  bononre  and  tills 
ihe  happy  mBn  who  •ball  deliieryoii,  caaloneihoicfci 
on  bim  whose  heart  woidd  ba«  dnpiaed  ercir  i»- 
waid  for  a  kiaa  of  yoor  hand— caal  on«  Ihodfctil  on  h> 
fiddJLy,  and  drop  one  learoo  his^ve.'^  And  ifannr- 
itig  hinnelf  m  her  feci,  he  aeiied  her  hand,  and 
preoaad  il  to  hia  lipa. 

"Thia  before  rnvfacel"  «c!»im(d  the   LmJ^  o( 
Locbleven— "wiJ(  tnoa  court  ihyBdulifTovaparamooT 


re  thee 


' — Tear  ihem  mwindtrt  ai 
'  aL[vDdani4  loolud 
ry.     "SBTe  ibjf^ 


on  (ach  olber  wiih  heailai 

"They  are  doublbil  "  ai 

Douglas,  I  command  Ihee 

Ha  surted  up  fmin  ih* 

"My  lifeor  dealh  ai , 

drew  hia  sword,  and  broke  throutth  th__-    

.. — ^..  l: J  -t.  j_..     ^^_  en,(,o,[B,„  of  hia 

loo  lively  to  bare  bSM 
of  the  moat  decided  <n- 
ith  kired  and  feared  bj 


_ _ broke  thro  _ 

beiwiii  him  and  the  door.    Tbi 

lud  liyaiu'  thing 

fsiher's  vasaate,  none  of  thf 


my  actual  injury. 
The  Ladr  of  Lochlev 
4tdden  eaiajjc— "  Am  1 1 


fMdalc,  inierferingi  ' 
But' two  or  three  vc 


■tood  eBloniafaed  at  hit 
Toinided,"  ahe  aaid,  "by 
1*  1 — puraiie,  stab,  cut  him 


from  bslaw,  that  he  had  cast  bimsE'lf  imo  ihelake. 
"  Bra™  Dourisa  still  1"  exclaimed  the  Queen— "tt 
ue  and  noble  beoTt,  thai  prefers  dealh  lo  impnmtu- 

"Pireirpon  himrsaid  tbeLadvpfLochlercn;  "it 


report  of  a  Ran  or  two  was  heard,  bat  tbtv 

probably  shot  rather  lo  obey  ihe  Lady,  than 

with  any  purpose  of  biiting  the  mark  ;  and  Kaiidal 

■ J.  ......   jiiCTjng^  „jj_  ,j,g,  Master  George  had 

by  a  boBl  from  iheesslle,  which  lay  it 


been  isken 
■■iHedi«lB.._. 
Msn  s  borFfF, 


,"d.;j 


Andhastbelraiior 
preasing  her  handa  at(i 

le,  and  all  wdl  be  deemed  accompUcoa  in  tfaii  haaa 

Lsdy  of  Lochleren,"  said  Mary,  adrsDcing  Vh 
_j_  !.__  II —  jjii^^  ijjji  pjgi,,  cut  off  my  fairest 


turned  my  cipecled  Ireedom  into 

bondaRt  and  dashed  away  the  cue  of  joy  in  Ihcrety 
inaiantlwaa  advanda^  it  lo  my  lips— snd  yet  I  fed 


would  at  Isast  pan  l^om  you  in 


,, msy  not,! 

,, , charity-" 

Away,  proud  nomsn  1"  said  ihn  Lady;  "who 
OTsr  knew  so  well  aa  thou  to  deal  thedeepeal  a-oanda 
Ibe  pretence  of  kindnen  and  courtesy  1— Who, 
-_.—  tbe  gnat  traitor,  could  ever  ao  betray  with  a 

"Lady  Douglas  of  Ix>chleyen,"  said  the  Qtw« 
n  Ihia  moment  thou  canst  tial  offend  me— lu  not 
en  by  ihy  coarse  and  anwomanly  language,  nckt 
me  in  the  presence  of  meiuala  and  snoed  »■ 
inera.  I  ha*e  this  nidit  owed  so  much  lo  oos 
ember  of  Ihs  house  of  Lochlereii,  as  to  eaacd 
liatever  ils  tnislreia  can  do  or  aay  in  the  wHdMBi 

"Wc  sre  bojndan  to  you,  Princess,' 

Locbleven,  paltiBB  a  stiong  co -— 

and  punng  bom  h«r  tana  of 


".ssid  Lsdr 
t^ontmi^ 


Cm*r.  XXX.]  TBI  ABBOT.  m 

biusT  may ;  "  our  poor  bonia  hath  bau  bol  ttlioni  i     The  Lndr  mada  bo  anawn — pariiapa  did  not  bair 

Based  wiib  toiral  imileei  lod  will  bardljr,  with  mr  ]  his  worda,  u  ahe  prtKnilr  lefi  tb( " 

cboics,  eichanite  iheir  rough  honeat^  for  auch  ooun-    iha  command  dT  Dryfeadils,  Ihe  n 


who  know  Ki 


aaHaiynr 

"  Thoy,"  replied  Mary, 
laks^  may  thialt  ili«inselvci>  cai:imu  num  >uc  umiss- 

looHisr,  ia  iha  fauli  □?  [he  Douglaaaes  and  Iheitalhsa." 

"  Fear  nothing,  madam."  replied  the  LadyorLoch- 
leven  in  tho  same  bitter  tons,  "you  reiainan  ejche- 
quer  which  neither  yoiu*  own  prodigality  cati  draiti. 
nor  your  oilendod  country  depriia  you  of.  While  you 
have  lair  worda  aoddeluaiveamilnatcoDiinaiid,  you 
tMed  DO  oihsr  bribeaio  lure  youth  lo  folly." 

'Hie  Q,ueon  caat  a  not  ungralified  glanea  on  ■  large 
mirrdr,  which,  hanging  on  one  aide  of  the  apanment, 
uad  illuminated  by  the  lorch-lighLreHactad  hfrbnau- 
Uiiil  faco  and  peraOQ.  "Our  hoaleaagrowa  complai- 
aanl,"  aha  said,  "  my  PIcminei  we  had  not  thought 
thai  grief  and  cap  limy  had  leli  niao  well  alored  with 
that  son  of  wsalih  which  ledieg  priia  moat  dearly." 

"Your  Qraco  will  drive  ihia  aavere  woman  fran- 
tic," aaid  Flaoiing,  in  a  low  tone.  "On  my  kneee  1 
iinplora  you  lo  runieniber  she  ii  atrody  dreadfully 
ofletided,  and  that  we  sra  in  her  power." 

"I  will  not  spare  her,  Fleming,"  anawamd  the 
OoewK  "itisagaina'  my  nature.  3he  relumed  my 
boneat  sympathy  with  ineuh  and  abuae,  and  I  will 
gall  hai  in  lelurn— If  her  worda  are  too  blunt  for 
aniwer,  let  her  uu  her  poniard  if  she  dare  I" 

"The  Lady  Lochleven,"  aaid  ihe  Lady  FlaDiiDS 
aload,  "  would  aurely  do  well  now  lo  withdraw,  and 
lo  leare  bar  Grace  to  rmae." 

"  Ay,"  lapliad  the  Lady,  ^'  or  t  nd 

neat  wrap  their  meabaa  about.  i  a 

widower— were  he  not  more  i  ng 

hop«a  with  which  you  have  h  '— 

True,  the  yoheof  marriage  baa  I  Jl- 

ted  on— but  the  church  □(  Romi  it, 

and  ita  volariee  may  deem  it  or  a- 
D»t  loo  oflen  panicipata." 

"  Attd  the  vounea  of  Ihe  church  of  Oenera,"  re- 

pUed  Hary,  colouring  with  indignal' —  "—  *'— ■ 


ribed  foi 
larm,  w 
'ithheld. 


'"T'SP  .■?>  f 


(ha  premiaaa  1" 

"  Shall  we  not  double  the  aencinelB,  and  place  < 
upon  the  boaiB  and  another  in  the  garden  T*    a 


"Would  yoa  that  deapaichee  were  aenlto  Sir  Wil- 
liam ai  Edinburtfh,  to  acquaint  him  with  what  haa 
happened  }"  demanded  Dryfeadale  i  "  and  ought  not 
the  place  of  Xinroaa  to  he  alarmed,  leat  ibere  be  lone 
upoa  the  ahoreeof  the  lakel" 

"Da  all  aa  thou  will,"  aeid  the  Lady,  collectiDg 
hsiaelf.  and  about  to  dqiari.  "  Thou  beat  the  name 
ot  a  good  Boldier.  Dryfeadale,  take  all  precautionB. 
— Sacrtd  Heaven !  that  I  ebaidd  be  tbua  openly  in- 

"  Would  it  be  your  pleaanro,"  aaid  Dryfeadale,  heai- 
lalin^  "(hatthisperaon— thiatady— bemDreaaiCTdy 

"No,  vaaml!"  answered  the  Lady,  indignantly, 
my  revenge  aioopa  not  lo  ao  low  a  graiiScaiion.  But 
I  will  have  mora  worthy  vennence.  oi  the  tomb  of 
my  anceatora  ahall  cover  my  ahamel" 

And  Tou  ahall  have  it,  madam,"  rcpliHl  Dryloa- 
dals— "  Ere  two  auna  go  dowo,  you  ritall  term  your- 
aaU  aiiiply  lavingad." 


__...     -  ..Jl  of  ihe  attencT- 
Tie  M  do  the  duiv  of  gnard, 
.,    .,,. The  ataward   himaelf  re- 
after  they  had  ell  departed ;    and  Roiand 

0  ace  the  old  aoldirr  advance  toward*  him 

1  air  of  ereater  cordiahly  than  he  had  ever 
bim,  bul  which  aai  ill  on  hla 


before  asiumeii 
'Ung  features. 

'  he  eaid,  "I  have  done  thee  somo  wrong 
)wn  touk  for  thy  behaviour  hnih  aeemed 
...  B  an  the  feather  ihou  wearpsl  in  ihy  hat ; 
and  aureJv  ihy  fanlaaiic  apparel,  and  idle  humour  of 
minb  and  folly,  have  made  me  conatroe  ihre  ;ome- 
■hing  harehly.  But  1  aaw  thla  night  from  my  case- 
nent,  (as  1  looked  out  lo  see  how  thou  hadat  dispowd 
.tihvselfin  thegaHen.)  I  saw,  I  say,  the  Irueeflbrta 
shich  thou  didst  make  lo  detain  ifie  companion  of 
he  perfidy  of  him  who  la  no  longer  wonhy  lo  be 
called  by  his  falher'a  name,  but  must  be  oil  off  from 
u..  L-....  ,.,._  ,  „,y^  branch.  I  was  jUBl  about  to 
iatance  when  ihe  piatol  went  ofT;  and 
false  knave,  whom  I  euspecl  lo  be 
lonce)  saw  himaelf  forced  to  give  the 
perchance,  lill  then  he  had  wilfully 
atone,  therefoie,  for  my  injustice  lo- 
3uld  arillingly  render  you  a  courieiy,  if 

. pi  of  it  fmrn  my  bands."  ' 

Hay  I  firal  crave  to  linaw  what  it  isT  tapliad 

Simply  to  carry  Ihe  news  of  Ihia  diacovery  to 
Holyrood,  where  ihou  maval  do  thysdf  much  gnus. 
as  well  with  the  Earl  of  Morton  and  (he  RmboI 
himaelf  aa  with  air  William  Douglas,  BeHngihoii 
haal  seen  the  matter  from  end  to  end,  and  Mm* 
laithfulparl  therein.    The  making  thine  ownlbnuiw 

ill  be  tbua  lodged  in  tbina  own  hand,  when  I  Iruit 
...ou  will  estrange  thyself  from  foolish  vanities,  and 
learn  to  walk  in  this  woi4d  aa  one  who  thinka  upon 
the  next." 

"Sir  Steward,"  said  Roland  Qneme,  "I  thank yoo 
for  your  courtesy,  but  I  msy  not  do  your  errand.  I 
pass  that  I  am  ine  Queen's  sworn  servant,  and  may 
not  beof  counselagainat  her.  But,  setting  Ibis  apart,  . 
metbinks  it  were  a  bad  mad  to  Sh'  WilUam  of  Loeh- 
leven'a  favoar,  to  be  Ihe  first  lo  lell  him  of  his  •oit'a 
-'Section— neither  would  the  Regent  be  over  well 
leased  to  hear  the  infidelity  of  his  vassal,  nor  Mor- 
in  lolesm  the  ftlsehood  ol  bis  kinsman.'' 

"Urn!"  said  the  steward,  making  that  inarliculau 
sound  which  eipreaeea  sutptise  mingled  with  dia- 
plesBure.  "[Jay,  ihen,  even  fly  where  ye  list;  for, 
giddy-paled  aa  ye  maybe,  you  kiiow  how  to  bear  yon 

abow  you  my  ayalem  is  tesa  selflah  than  ye 

think  for,"  askl  thepa^i  "for  I  hold  truth  and  mirth 
ler  ihan  gravity  and  cunning— ay,  and  in  the 

je  a  march  for  them.— You  never  loved  ma 

less.  Sir  Steward,  than  you  do  ai  tl*  moment.  I 
know  you  will  give  me  no  real  confidence,  and  I  ami 
resolved  to  accept  no  false  proleslalions  as  current 
uiin.  Resume  your  old  coarse— suspect  me  as  much 
ind  watch  me  as  closely  as  you  will,  1  bid  you  dafi- 
ince— you  have  met  with  your  match." 

"  By  Hoaveo,  young  man,"  said  the  Steward,  with 
1  look  of  tritler  malignity,  "  if  ihou  dareat  to 


>t  commit  treachery  who  refui 


lepagei  "aiid  for  my  I 


»; 


"  Farewell,  thou  prating  and  necklRl  pie,  aaid 
Dryfesdale,  ''that  an  ao  vain  of  thine  idle  (oogua 
ind  varientod  coat!    Beware  trap  and  lime- twigi" 

"  And  fare  thee  well,  ihou  hoarse  old  raven, "^ an; 
■wered  the  page ;  "  ihy  solemn  .flight,^  aabls  hue,  and 
deep  croak,  are  no  charma  agamai  bird-boh  or  nail' 
shot,  and  thai  thou  mayat  find— It  is  open  war  be- 
twixt Ml,  each  for  ihqcauae  of  our  miatrsaa,  and  Ood 
ahow  the  righir 


"Adud,  and  delsud  hi>,oi 
•Mwani.    "I  will  let  my  misu 
lioa  thou  but  mide  10  ihu  mr 
Dutht,  Honiieut  Fealheipace. 
^idood,---^'    =-■ ' 


of  trailora.    Oood 

'"(iiod    night.   Seignior    Soweraby,"  replied   the 
•ftti  and,  whea  the  old  man  deputed,  he  belogk 


TOBAB90T. 

Tinow  what  addi-   Sen  Dod^m  came  to  t^ 
of  irailora.    Oood  I  him  on  our  proieci  1" 


ICaAT. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

BowKvxB  fleory  Roland  Gmme  might  be  of  the 
Ceatle  of  Lochleven— however  much  he  miHbt  wiih 
thai  the  plan  far  Mary's  eacapa  had  been  ^Kifectedl,  I 

Seatian  if  he  eier  awoke  with  more  pleaamg  feelinga 
an  on  lbs  morning  after  GeorgB  DtHi^aar'a  plan 
for  iccompbshina  ber  deliTsrance  had  baen  fnia- 
traied.  In  the  fSat  place,  ha  bad  Ibe  eleanal  con- 
nciion  thai  he  bad  miaundentood  ihe  inuando  of 
the  Abbot,  and  that  the  aiiectianB  of  Douglaa  weni 
tardf  not  an  Catherine  Beyion,  but  on  the  Queen  - 
uid  m  the  aecond  place,  from  (be  eon  irfeiplaiutioc 


_~  ™ I  place,  fro_ ^ 

whioh  bad  taken  place  betwixt  ibe  steward  and  . 
be  fell  bimaetf  at  liberty,  without  any  breach  of 


la  the  family  of  Lochleven 


,J>  beat  aid  to  any  acheme  which  abould  in  future  be 
fu'med  for  theQueen'e  Hcapej  and,-in[lepetidr:ntlyof 
ihe  good-will  which  be  himself  had  to  (he  entetprisa, 
ha  knew  be  could  God  no  surer  road  to  the  favour  of 
Catherine  Seyton.  He  now  soughi 
Entulyloin'^ — l^_.i.^.u^i — 1  j_j:. 
-"ialaak-B 
IB  which 

jylht 

itwai  placed  oa  the  boaid 

Mid  to  Rolitiid  Gbcms,  with  a  Bkat 


...  her  ihal  he  bad  dedical^  hiroae^^to 

, fortune  was  propilioua  in  afTording  hhn 

..  .jhi^  waauDUBUaliyl^vourable. 
At  the  ordinary  hour  of  breakfast,  it  waa  introduced 
lib  hia  usual  forms,  who,  at  aoon  aa 


to  do  Ibe  office  li 

.. . .,.,„ Jted  10  the  Lady 

Mary  by  one  belonging  to  the  houie  of  Douglaa." 

"Were  it  the  ptuae  atHl  principal  who  erer  bore 
the  name,"  aaid  Koland,  "  the  ofSce  were  an  boDour 


The  BlewBtd  departed  without 


mlying  t 


, ,  J  darkTook  of 

Grsme,  thus  left  alone,  buaied  himaelf  as  one  en- 

couldl  tbe  grace  and  courtaay  with  which  George 
of  Douglai  was  wont  to  render  bis  ceremonial  eer- 
Tica  at  meals  to  the  Queen  of  Scolland.    I^ere  waa 

., —   L^.i  ■...    .jigjg  ^,g  a  BenelDua 

which  he  took  up  the 

. 9B  the  pUce  of  a  com- 

n  ihefroT       '■' 


devotion  in  the  feeling  w 


SwKr,  an  iniLuiuL,  pa  irusiwonay,  aa  1 
niglaa  of  them  all  could  have  been." 
Ai  Ibis  momai     "    ■  "        - 

contrary  to  her  c 

Roland' Qrame 

■ndwithdownca 

hesitating  voice, ' 

"  Can  you  aupp 

her  heart  and  be 


entered  alone, 
Be  conttaiy  to  her 
:hief  at  her  eyes. 


snduIB  Ibe  cruel  disappomtmelit  of  yester  even,  and 
tbe  infamous  launlB  of  yonder  puritBDichaal— Would 
(oOod  tbBlIwcreBman,1oaidhermoreeffiKlua)ly!" 
uid  batooDi,  nnd  pon- 


"You  nn 
nulled  the  d 


.;  but  who  could  hare  guaasad 


J  frank  avowal ,      .  _,  _. 

,  since  1  had  the  miafbrtiu 

much  auapicion  ?" 

"  Nay — now  you  are  ansi;  anin."  aaid  Catbeniai 
"and  to  serve  you  aright  rshoiild  break  ofi*  tbia  talk  t 
hut  I  wUI  be  magnanimoua,  and  ana  war  yoariutetiott. 
Kdow,  then,  our  reiwon  for  trusting  you  waa  twiAiid. 
Id  tbe  flrat  place,  we  could  acarce  avoid  ii,  niKe  jo* 
alept  ID  the  room  ihroDgfa  which  we  bod  to  paaa.  !• 
the  aeeond  plaee" 

"  *Ta»."  raid  llw 

d  reaaoo,  when  th 

in  me  a  caae  of  necemiy." 

"  Oood  now,  hold  iby  peace,"  said  CaiberiDe.  "  In 
(ha  secand  place,  as  I  aaid  before,  there  ie  one  feoliA 
penon  among  us,  who  believes  ihat  Roland  l^iEiDS'a 
heart  is  warm,  though  hia  bead  ia  giddy—ibai  hi* 
blood  ia  pure,  [hough  it  boils  too  baalily— and  that 
hia  faith  and  honoar  are  true  as  the  loadatar.  iliiaigh 
hie  tongue  BOmetimee  ia  far  leaa  than  diaeneL" 

This  avowal  Catberine  rqieated  in  a  low  tone,  with 
her  cycB  fixed  on  the  Soar,  aa  tf  abe  afanniial  tb* 

Stance  of  Roland  while  abe  auSared  it  to  eacap*  hial 
pa— "And  tbia angie friend,"  exclaimed  tbe  yodlh  a 
rapBire  i  "  thia  only  one  who  would  do  jnacice  w  tba 
[loer  Roland  Orsme,  and  whoaaowD  genereoibent 
taught  bar  to  diatinguidi  berwean  folUea  of  the  biaiB 
ai^Caulla  of  (ha  heart— Will  you  nol  tdl  dm,  dawaH 
Catherine,  to  whom  lows  my  moat  gntafal,  rayiDart 
heartfelt  ibankal" 

"Nay,"  aaid  Catherine,  wilb  her  eyca  alill  fixed  oa' 
tbearoiind,  "if  yonrown  heart  tell  yon  notf' 

"  Dearest  Cat&enne  I"  aaid  the  pag^  aebing  upon 
bar  band,  and  kneetins  on  ana  knee. 

"If  yDitrownheart,Iaar,  lellyou  not,"  sudC^lh^ 
rine,  geotlydieengaging  her  hand,  "itiaveiTuiifgmM- 
fill  I  for  Bince  the  matemal  kindneaa  of  (lis  Xad* 
Fleming"  — 

The  page  started  on  his  feet.  "  By  Heavcm.  Catha- 
rine, your  lonKue  weata  aa  many  diapuiaea  aa  yom 
person !  ButyououlymockmcctiieiKirL  Yookitow 
(he  Lady  Fleming  has  no  more  regard  for  any  oiw 
tbaD  haih  tbe  forTom  piinceea  who  ia  wroaghi  ioM 
yonder  piece  of  old  ligumi  court  tacieBlri'.*^ 

"  It  may  be  an,"  aaid  Calhsins  Seytoa,  "  but  jaoo 
dviuld  not  apeak  so  loud." 
PahawF^sw 


"  The  mora  abaroe  for  you,  if  it  be  ao,"  aaid  Caitba- 
rin&  wilb  great  oouMMDra. 

"  Nay,  Eiit  fait  Catbaina,"  aaid  tba  pagb  "  why 
will  you  tbua  damp  my  ardoar,  when  I  am  devoting 
myself  body  and  ami  totbeeauaetrfyour  misire^l" 
II  la  becanae  in  doing  ao,"  aaid  Catheiiua,  "  yna 
dabeae  a  canee  aa  noble,  hy  namins  along  with  il 
anj  lower  or  more  aelSah  motive.  Believe  me,"  aba 
aaid,  with  kindlingeyea,  and  while  ibe  blood  mmtlad 
on  her  cheek,  "  ibey  think  vilely  and  falsely  oT  wo- 
men—I mean  of  thoae  who  deeerve  tbe  name — wba 
deem  that  they  love  the  graiificaiian  of  their  vainty, 
or  tbe  mean  purpoae  of  engroaairw  a  lover's  adnun- 
tion  and  aflection,  better  than  thw  love  tba  votw 
and  honour  of  ihe  man  thay  may  be  broogbl  to  pre- 
fer. He  that  aervea  hia  mhgion,  hia  prince^  and  hia 
y,  with  ardour  and  devotion,  need  not  plead  Ins 


1  engaged  to  rq«y  hia  gloriona  toil." 


**  Taa  hold  n  rioriou^inH  far  neb  lo 
ymithf  bondutg  ms  eyes  ^hcr  wtib  entbi 

CntheriDe.  "Ho  ihsiahniilil  Tree  thin  injure 
6mii  these  dunKeoiu  stid  aei  horaliiliertyi 
loyal  and  warliKe  nahles.  whose  heaile  a 
to  welcome  her— where  !■  Ihe  oiBJden  in 
^vhom  Ihe  love  of  eucb  a  hero  would  ni 

fae  Ihe  oflipiiiiji  ot  ihe  poore»i  coiuiRer  Iha 

"  I  am  determined,"  said  Roland,  "  to  U 


ou.hful  cnthi 
; .  now  ai  (he  ihousht,  ii 


Caiherine  dried  herii-i 


m^e^'^""    °        """'»"■"  e  IB  act  o 

"  Do  I  hold  the  lamb  miilly,  because  il  is  assailed 
bylhewoirr'  answered  Calhenne I  "do I  hold  yon- 
der nuT  wlluted,  because  an  earlh-damp  Bulhe*  his 

Tbs  paffe  sighed  Dnd  looked  down.  "Would  my 
cDDTiction  were  u  de^  aa  thine  1  Bui  one  thinR  is 
dear,  that  in  Ihia  capiimj  she  haih  wrong— She  nsn- 
demi  herself  up  on  a  capiiulauon,  and  iho  lerms  have 
beon  refused  hei^l  will  etobrace  her  quarrel  lo  (he 

"  ■"        ■   '     ""  -   d  Catherine,  tak- 
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il,"  aaid  the  {  Alas!  she  whom  fouha««chaaan  to  twincyour wreath, 

erobably  have  to  woik  your  shroud  f 
■  it  so,^  CathRrice,"  said  the  page,  in  the  full 
istn  i  "  and  do  inou  work  my 
ice  II  with  such  tean  as  fall 

rokild  my  living  body.    But 

in.  Caiherine,  or  rather  be  a 

>ti  \I  thou  wilL" 

-a.  and  endeavoured  (o  smile. 

which''"so"'mSch"diBl"bB?ourmiiI'dry™shairknow 
aU  in  lime-nay,  yau  should  know  all  now,  but  ihat 

Hush!  here romes  Ihe  Queen." 

Mary  entered  froni  her  aparlnienl.  paler  than  usual, 
and  apparently  pihausied  by  a  aleepleae  night,  and  liy 
the  painful  IhouBhia  which  had  ill  supplied  the  place 
of  repose;  yet  the  languor  of  her  looka  was  so  far 
from  impairing  her  beauiv,  that  itonlynibstiiuted  the 
frail  delicacy  of  the  lovely  woman  for  the  majestic 

lelte  had  been  vtry  hasiily  ciespatchoii,  and  ner  hair, 
which  was  uBUBlly  drensed  by  Lady  Fleming  with 
grtat  cBrr,   escaping    from    bencQih    the  head-tire, 


thou  art  bold  in  deed  and  guEck  in 
but  thy  plighted  faith,  and  nficr  aj 
thee  as  the  saviour  of  Hat 


_.inii.  t_ 


uccessfully  lo  win  that 
,  my  Caiherine,"  said 


I,e«h,  Hono. 

ihBt  Rachel  Love1" 

"Of  that,  said  Catherine,  sRain  eitricBting  her 
hand  from  his  grasp,  "we  shall  have  full  time  to 
apeak :  bsl  Honour  is  the  elder  suter.  and  must  be 

■"1  may  nol  win  her,"  answered  the  page;  "but  I 
mil  venture  fairly  for  her,  and  man  can  do  no  more. 
And  know,  foir  Calhenne,— for  you  idiaU  see  Ihe  very 


imandsofduly  also,  compel  me  10  aid  Ihe  Queen's 

"  aaid  Catherine ;  "you  were  wont  lohavo 

hal  mailer." 

her  hfe  woa  not  then  ihreatencd,"  replied 

endauRered  than  heretofore?" 


(loublB  c 

"  Ay, 
Bolanii. 

"And  IS  It  ni 
asked  Catheni 


"Beni 


."  said  Iho  1)8 
h  j-our  royal 


irfttiin  from  encounters  like 
"Thai  hath  passfd  heiw 


1  them,"  E 


Lady's  bron 

Queen  hmnbkJ  her  to  the  diisl  by  laiing  her  with  he 
■hame.  And  1  heard  the  oath  of  deadly  resenlme 
and  revenee  which  she  muttered  in  the  car  of  on 
who  by  hifl  answer  will.  1  judge,  be  hut  too  ready  i 
eiecunoner  of  her  will. 

Ilfou  terrify  me,"  said  Cathenns. 

bflthey  danirerous  as  lhev_  may.    Why  do  you  look 


'  because  you  stsud  ihere 


re  me  a  liviuB  fid  hreailiina  roan,  in  all  the  ad- 
lorous  nlo'v  and  enterprise  of  yoiilh,  vet  aliU  pos- 
ing ihe  frolic  spints  of  childhood— there  you 
id, Tull  abke  ot^?cnerouB_  enterprise  _and_  childish 

and  gay 


r  of  these  halefufi 


I  wha  I  lesa  carefiiUy  vedad 


ftmaie  heari  which  cou(d  tSise  compassion,  at  ieoatT 
to  a  gallant  youth  who  had  suffered  in  her  cause, 
although  he  had  been  guided  in  hia  enleipriae  by  a  loo 

glos !"  pBcaprd  from  her  lirs,  pertiaps  unconsciouriy, 
as  she  lea  ni  heiaolf  back  inner  chair,  and  put  the  k«r- 

"  YeSj  gracious  madam,"  said  Catherine,  aasuming 
a  cheerful  manner,  in  order  to  cheer  her  sovereign, 
"ourgDltnnl  kniahl  is  indeed  haniahed — Ihe  adven- 

hiai  a  youthful  Esquire,  ae  much  devoted  to  your 
-        ■  ■  '  ^ho,  hy  me,  niakea  you  tender 


'■  If  Ihey 


vord." 


iB-  Ofaco,"  said  Ro- 


_.id  Gramme,  bowing  proKJundly. 

"Alas  r'saidihc  Queen,  "what  needs  ihi8,Calhe. 
inc7— why  prepare  new  victima  to  be  involved  in, 
ind  overwhelmed  by,  my  cmel  fortune?— were  we  not 
>ei  ter  cease  lo  Btnigi^e,  and  ourselves  sink  in  the  tide 
vithout  further  reaistance,  than  thus  drag  into  de- 
iiruct ion  with  us  every  generous  heart  which  makes 

>lot  and  intrigue  around  me.  since  I  was  stretched  an 
irphan  child  in  my  very  cradle,  while  contending 
lobtes  strove  which  ehoiiM  rule  in  the  name  of  the 
I  neon  scions  innocent.  Surely  timBilwerBihatallihis 
aisy  and  most  dangerous  coil  should  end.    Let  me 


^'^Speak  1 


self  fr6t 


the  woiid  ai 


9l  thus,  madam,  before  your  faithful  ser- 
Catheiin&"to  diacoarage  their  lesl  al 
u — 1.  .1..,.  I. — ..  Daughter  of  kings, 
" "-'ind,  and 


be  not  in  this  hour  BO  unkinaly — Come,  Rolai _ 

let  us,  the  youngest  of  her  followersj  ahow  ouiaelvea 
worthy  of  her  cause— let  us  kneel  before  her  footitOoL 
and  implore  her  to  be  her  own  msgnanirooua  sel£ 
And  leading  Roland  Orame  to  Ihe  Queen  a  seat  they 
both  kneeled  down  before  her.  Mary  raised  hsrasff 
in  her  chair,  and  sal  ececl,  whde,  eiteiiding  ona  hand 
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(Cha». 


to  be  kisaed  by  the  page,  she  arranged  with  the  other 
the  clustering  locks  wnich  riiaded  the  bold  yei  lovely 
brow  of  the  nigh-spirited  Catherine. 

"Alas!  ma  migjunuy*^  she  8aid«  for  so  in  fondness 
the  often  called  her  young  attendant,  **that  you 
should  thus  desperately  mix  with  mv  unbappv  fate 
the  fortune  of  your  young  lives! — ^Are  tney  not  a  lovely 
cogple,  my  Fleming  1  and  is  it  not  heart-rending  to 
think  that  I  must  be  their  ruin  ?" 

"  Not  so,"  said  Roland  Greme,  "  it  is  we,  gracions 
Sovereign,  who  will  be  your  deliverers." 

"  Ex  oribus  parvulorum  /"  said  the  Queen  looking 

3>ward ;  "if  it  is  by  the  mouth  of  these  children  that 
eaven  calls  me  to  resume  the  stately  thoughts 
which  become  my  birth  and  my  right^  thou  wilt 
grant  them  thy  protection,  and  to  me  the  power  of 
rewarding  their  zeal!"— Then  turning  to  Fleming, 
she  instantly  added,—"  Thou  knowest,  my  friend, 
whether  to  make  those  who  have  served  me  happy, 
was  not  ever  Mary's  favourite  pastime.  When  I 
have  been  ranked  by  the  stem  preachers  of  the  Cal- 
vinistic  heresy — when  I  have  seen  the  fierce  counte- 
nances of  my  nobles  averted  from  me,  has  it  not  been 
because  I  mixed  in  the  harmless  pleasures  of  the 
young  and  gay,  and  rather  for  the  sake  of  their  hap- 
piness than  my  own,  have  mingled  in  the  ma^k,  the 
sonff,  or  the  dance,  with  the  youth  of  my  household  ? 
WelL  I  repent  not  of  it— though  Knox  termed  it  sin, 
and  Morton  degradation-^I  was  happy,  because  I  saw 
happiness  around  me ;  and  wo  betide  the  wretched 
jealousy  that  can  extract  guilt  out  of  the  overflowings 
of  an  unguarded  gayety ! — Fleming,  if  we  are  restored 
to  our  throne,  shalfwe  not  have  one  blithesome  day 
at  a  blithesome  bridal  of  which  we  must  now  name 
neither  the  bride  nor  the  bridegroom  ?  but  that  bride- 


found  in  the  depths  of  Lochlomond ;  and  thou  thy- 
self^ Mary  Fleming,  the  best  dresser  of  tires  that 
ever  busked  the  tresses  of  a  Queen,  and  who  would 
scorn  to  touch  those  of  any  woman  of  lower  rank,— 
thou  thyself  shalt  for  my  love,  twine  them  into  the 
bride's  tresses.— Look,  my  Fleming,  suppose  Uiem 
such  clustered  locks  as  those  of  our  Catnerine,  they 
would  not  put  shame  upon  thy  skill." 

So  sasring,  she  passed  her  hand  fondly  over  the  head 
of  her  youthful  favourite,  while  her  more  aged  at- 
tendant replied  despondently,  "Alas!  madam,  your 
thoughts  stray  far  from  home." 

"  They  da  my  Fleming,"  said  the  Queen :  "  but  is 
it  well  or  kind  in  you  to  call  them  back?— God 
knows,  they  have  kept  the  perch  this  night  but  too 
closely— Coma  I  will  recall  the  gay  vision,  weje  it 
but  to  iNinish  them.  Yes,  at  that  blithesome  bndal. 
Mary  herself  shall  forget  the  weight  of  sorrows,  and 
the  toil  of  state,  and  herself  once  more  lead  a  measure. 
—At  whose  wedding  was  it  that  we  last  danced,  my 
Fleming?  I  think  care  has  troubled  my  memory- 
yet  something  of  it  I  should  remember— canst  tnoa 
not  aid  me?— I  know  thou  canst" 


"  Alas !  madam,"  replied  the  lady- 
"Whatl"  said  Mary,  "wilt  thou 


not  help  us  so 
far?  this  is  a  peevish  adherence  to  thine  own  graver 
opinion,  which  holds  our  talk  as  folly.  But  thou  art 
court-bred,  and  wilt  well  understand  me  when  I  say, 
the  Queen  commands  Lady  Fleming  to  tell  her 
where  she  led  the  last  branU. 

With  a  face  deadly  pale,  and  a  mien  as  if  she  were 
about  to  sink  into  the  earth,  the  court-bred  dame,  no 
longer  daring  to  refuse  obedience,  faltered  out—"  Gra- 
cious Lady— if  my  iftemoryerr  not— it  was  at  a  mask 
m  Holyrood— at  the  marriase  of  Sebastian." 

The  unhappy  Qoeeii.  who  had  hitherto  listened 
with  a  melancholy  smile,  provoked  by  the  reluctance 
with  which  the  Lady  Fleming  brought  out  her  story, 
at  this  ill-fated  word  interrupted  her  witli  a  shriek  so 
wild  and  loud  that  the  vaulted  apartment  rang,  and 
both  Roland  and  Catherine  rorui^  to  their  feet  m  the 
utmost  terror  and  alarm.  Miean  time,  Mary  seemed, 
by  the  train  of  horrible  ideas  thus  suddenly  excited, 
surprised  not  only  beyond  self-command,  but  for  the 
roomeot  beyond  the  verge  of  reason. 

Traitress !"  she  said  to  the  hudy  Fleming,  "  thou 


wouldst  slay  thy  soveredsB-^baM  my  Fmich 
— <l  moil  a  mm!  mes  JFrancais I-^l  am  bsai 


traitors  in  mine  own  palace*— they  have  mmdered  mf 
husband— Rescue !  rescue !  for  the  Queen  of  9«ol* 
land !"  She  started  up  from  her  chair— her  feamtii^ 
late  so  exquisitely  lovely  in  their  paleneM,  now  b- 
flamed  with  the  fury  of  frenzy,  and  reaemblmff  tkoae 
of  a  Bellona.  "We  will  take  the  fieM  ourseli,"  ahe 
said ;  "  warn  the  city — warn  Lothian  and  F^  ni 
die  our  Spanish  barb — and  bid  FVe&ch  Pans  sac  our 

Eetronel  be  charged !— Better  to  die  at  the  bettil  of  oar 
rave  Scotsmen,  like  our  grandfather  at  Floddeo. 
than  of  a  broken  heart,  like  our  ill-starred  fother  r* 

"Be  patient— be  composed,  dearest  SovereigBf' 
said  Catherine :  and  then  addressing  Lady  Flaniig 
angrily,  she  added,  "How  could  you  say  aas^t  ifaac 
reminded  her  of  her  husband  ?" 

The  word  reached  the  ear  of  the  unhappy  Prineeas, 
who  caught  it  up,  speaking  with  great  rntdity. 
"  Husband !— what  husband  ?— Not  feus  moat  Chris- 
tian  Majesty— he  is  ill  at  ease — he  cannot  fnomt  oo 
horseback.  Not  him  of  the  Lennox— bat  it  waa  the 
Duke  of  Oricney  thou  wouldst  say." 

"  For  God's  love,  madam,  be  patient  I**  aaid  the 
Lady  Fleming. 

But  the  Queen's  excited  imagination  ooold  by  no 
entreaty  be  diverted  from  its  course.  "  Bid  bun  come 
hither  to  otn-  aid,"  she  said,  "  and  bring  with  hire  his 
lambs,  as  he  calls  them — Bowton,  Hay  of  T^la, 
Black  Ormiston,  and  his  kinsman  Hob—Fie  I  bow 
swart  they  are,  and  how  they  smell  of  snlpliiir! 
What !  closeted  with  Morton  ?  Nay.  if  the  Douglas 
and  the  Hepburn  hatch  the  compfot  together,  the 
bird,  when  it  breaks  the  shell,  wul  scare  SoMluid. 
Will  it  not,  my  Fleming?" 

"She  grows  wilder  and  wilder,"  said  FlemiDg; 
"  wo  have  too  many  hearers  for  these  sarange 
words." 

"Roland,"  said  Catherine^  "in  the  name  of  God. 
begone !  You  cannot  aid  us  here— Leave  us  to  deal 
with  her  alone— Away— away  P* 

She  thrust  him  to  the  door  of  the  anteroom  i  yti 
even  when  he  had  entered  that  apartment  and  mat 
the  door,  he  could  still  hear  the  Queen  talk  in  a  lo«d 
and  determined  tone^  as  if  giving  forth  ordera.  imtil 
at  length  the  voice  died  away  in  a  fe^le  ana  co»- 
tinuea  lamentation. 

At  this  crisis  Catherine  entered  the  anterooB.  **  Be 
not  too  anxious,"  she  said,  "  the  crisis  is  now  over; 
but  keep  the  door  fast— let  no  one  enter  nntfl  At  k 
more  composed." 

"  In  the  name  of  God,  what  does  this  mean?"  said 
the  page:  "  or  what  was  there  in  the  Lady  Flem- 
uig's  words  to  excite  so  wild  a  transport  ?*' 

^O,  the  Lady  Fleming,  the  Lady  Fleming,"  said 
Catherine,  repeating  the  words  impatiendyi  "the 
Lady  Fleming  is  a  tool— she  loves  her  miMreaa,  yet 
knows  so  Uttle  how  to  express  her  love,  that  were  the 
Queen  to  adt  her  for  very  poison,  die  wvuld  deem  it 
a  point  of  duty  not  to  resist  her  commande.  I  ooakl 
have  lorn  her  starched  head-tire  from  her  formal 
head— The  Queen  should  have  as  soon  bad  the  heart 
put  of  my  body,  as  the  word  Sebastian  oat  of  my 
lips— That  that  piece  of  weaved  tapestry  ahonld  be  a 
woman,  and  yet  not  have  wit  enough  to  tell  a  lie!** 

"  And  what  was  this  story  of  Sebastian  T*  said  the 
pa^  ^^ "  By  Heaven,  Catherine,  you  ate  all  riddles 

"  You  are  as  gieat  a  fool  at  Fleming"  ratumed 
the  impatient  maiden;  **know  ye  not,  mat  on  dbe 
night  of  Henry  Damlers  murder,  and  at  the  blowing 
up  of  the  Kirk  of  Field,  the  Qiieen's  abaenoe  was 
owing  to  her  attending  on  a  mask  at  Holyiaod, 

Siven  by  her  to  grace  the  marriage  of  this  sane 
ebastian,  who,  himself  a  favouwed  servant,  married 
one  of  her  female  attendants,  who  waa  near  to  bar 
person  ?" 

"  By  Saint  Giles."  saki  thepage,  "I  wonder  net  at 
her  passion,  but  only  marvel  by  what  forgetfuhnaa  it 
was  that  she  cotild  urge  the  Lady  Fleming  with  aoefa 
a  ouestion." 

^  I  cannot  account  for  it."  said  Catherine ;  *'  but  it 
seems  as  if  great  and  vrolent  grief  or  honor  aome- 
timea  obacme  the  memory,  and  spiead  a  clood,  ttts 


n;?!^ 


with  which  Uiey  ai 

ittf  ben,  whtre  I  came  iioi  lo  maraliie  wilti  your 
wiMom.  buL  liiaply  to  cool  tdv  re«entineni  sgsiiul 
thii  iuiwi»  Lady  FleminK,  wbich  I  Ihink  haiE  now 
•unuwhai  abaud.  aa  Lhai  Isliall  onduie  h«r  prcaence 
aj  dasire  to  damasp  eilhet  het  curcfa  or 
Mean  while,  keoptasi  thai  door— I  would 

■  lib  that  lai  of  ihcae  hereiii '"  -  '— 

ine  uanappy  Blal^  which,  brow^t  on  h_.   , 

been  by  the  auccesA  ol  theirown  diabolical  plOLlinin, 
they  would  not  »uek  to  calL  in  ■■-^- — ■"•—  "-■ 
the  ladginenl  of  Providence. 

SbeTeft  the  apartmanl  Jual  na  the  lauh  of  the 
outvari  door  wan  raiasd  fiom  wilfaout-  But  the  boll 
which  Buland  had  drawn  on  the  uiaide,  reaiatcd  ihe 
eflbna  of  iheperaon  desirous  10  enter.  "Who  '- 
ibenT"  aaid  Orame  aloud. 

*^  It  ia  I,"  replied  the  harab  and  yet  low  voico 
ihaneward  Dryfeadale. 

"  You  cBDnot  cQier  now,"  relurned  the  youth. 

>i  ._j  _i r___.li.  I ^^^  Dryfeadale,  "  aeoi 


tuieka  fn>in  the  api 
in,  Wherdwe,  I  aay, 

"  Simply,"  relied  .the  youth,  because  (ha  bolt  i 

>r  to-day,  as  you  had  laai  nifcht." 
■ — \  tlUHi  mBUpeii  boy,"  replie 

"Tbe  inaoUnce,     aaid   the 

ibeeonlir,  in  fair  guerdon  of  tr 

r  thy  Lady'a  information,  I 


□  hoi" 


a  of  Ood,"  aaid  the  old 

-  "■■-•une  thanh-'--' 

er  malady 


bilberto  uaed 

- SlEe™l''haW  no  aid  at  your  hand, 
Laara — whscfbrs,  be^jone,  and  trouble 
-wa  Dtiiher  want,  oor  will  accept  ot  i 

With  this  poaitiTB  reply,  the  awwani,  gnuublina  and 
I,  letunad  down  atairt. 
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ihoa?"  aaid  hia  niulreaa— " Have  then  been  evil 
tidings  of  lay  aon,  or  of  my  gnindchildiva  7" 

"No,  Lady,"  replied  Dryfeadale,  "but  you  were 
deeply  msulled  laat  niEbt,  and  I  fear  me  ihnu  an  aa 
ooeply  avenged  thia  morning—When:  i>  the  chap- 

"What  niean  you  by  hinta  ao  darit,  and  a  quealion 
aoBuddenI  Tbecbaplain,as  you  well  know,  ia  absent 
al  Perth  uponan  aaaembly  o/the  brethren." 

"IcarenoU'anawered  tbe  atewardi  "he  m  hula 
priest  of  Baal." 

"  Diylesdale,"  aaid  the  Lady  sieraly,  "  what  mean- 
eat  thou  ?  I  have  ever  heard,  ihai  in  the  I.oiv  Coun- 
inea  ihou  didst  herd  with  the  Anobapliat  preechora. 
those  bpara  which  tear  up  the  vinii^e— Bui  the  minis- 

"I  would  I  had  good  ghostly  connael,  ihoufth," 
replied  the  atewatd.  not  aiiendin^  lo  hia  mlaireaia 
rebukt^  and  aeenung  lo  (fwak  lo  himaeIC     "  Thia  wo- 

"  SpeuJi  of  hei  with  reverence,"   said  the  Lady) 

aheia  a  king's  daogbter." 
'  Be  it  BO,     replied  Dryfeadale:  "ahf  goea  when 
there  la  hitic  dinerence  beiwiit  her  and  a  beggar'a 
child— Mary  of  Scotland  ia  dying." 

"Dying,  and  in  my  castle  r  aaid  Ihe  Lady,  aiariini 
up  in  alarm;  "of  what  diBeaae,or  by  whstacodent  ? 

"  Bear  patience,  Lady.    The  ministry  was  mine." 

"Thine,  villain  and  traitor!- how  didsi  thou 
dare" 

"  1  heard  you  insulted,  Lady — T  heard  you  dernand 
vengeance— I  promised  you  should  have  it,  and  1  now 
bring  tSdingaofii." 

"Dryfeadale,  I  Inist  ihou  ravesl'!"  said  the  Lady. 

"  I  rave  nol,^  replied  thcsleward.  "That  which  waa 
wrillen  of  mo  a  million  of  vein  ere  I  saw  the  light, 
mUBt  be  eiecutod  by  ma.  She  bath  thai  in  her  veini 
thai,  I  fear  me,  will  soon  atop  the  aprinsra  of  liii'." 

"Cruel  villain,"  eidaimed  the  Lady,  "thou  hut 
not  poisoned  herT' 

"  And  if  I  had,"  aaid  Dryfiwdale,  "  what  dofs  it  ao 
greadj  merit  T  Men  bane  vermin- whv  not  rid  ihem 
of  their  anemiea  so?  in  Italy  Ihey  will  do  it  tor  ■ 


9ha  again  took  up  tbe  sacred  volume,  ai 


"  Cowanlly  ruffian,  begone  froi 


luhar-doc_  —  -. 

JIDwl  WhHi  noble  Iivea 
had  a  share,  for  policy  orn 

Dg?— and  who  impulea  ti 


'^'i^^. 


glasspV 
the  oihn 


one,  and  b  leathern  shesth  iSe  olher-one  deals  with 

the  biain,  iha  other  slmces  tbe  blood— Vet,  I  sar  not 

1  gave  aughl  lo  this  lady." 

''What  doBl  thou    mean    by  thua  dallying  with 

7"  said  the  Lady;    "aa  ihon  wouldal  bbtb  thy 

^k  from  the  rope  it  merits,  tell  me  the  wholo  truth 

of  this  story— thou  hast  long  been  known  a  danger- 


"  Ay,  in  my  maBlei's  ■ 
aa  my  aword.— Be  it  ki 
on  Bhore,   I  consulted 


I  can  be  cold  and  sharp 
0  yon,  that,  when  loac 


she  wu  disturbed  by  a  tap  al  the  door  of  the  room 

dale  eoterad,  and  atood  before  her  with  a  gloomy  and  ■  i 

[■rturted  eipreaaion  on  his  brow.  I 

What  baa  chanced,  Dryfesdala,  that  thou  lookeai ' 


Sir  Bome  brief  time  paat.    Ponla  asked  her  for 

lae  their  store  i   soms  demanded  lo  know  the 

—an  idle  wish,  since  it  cannot  be  altered  ;  others 

would  have  an  eiplanslion  of  the  nasi— idler  still, 

it  cannot  be  recalled.  I  beard  iheirquenes  with 
scorn,  and  demanded  the  means  of  avenging  myself 
of  a  deadly  enemy,  for  I  snow  old,  and  may  trust  do 
longer  to  Bilboa  blade.     She  gave  mf  a  packet- Mix 

uid  abe,  with  any  liquid,  and  thy  vengeance  is 


"To  redeem  the  iniulud  honour  of  my  msstsr's 
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house,  I  mixed  the  contenU  of  the  packet  with  the 
jir  of  succory- water:  They  seldom  fail  to  drain  it, 
and  the  woman  loves  it  over  all." 

"It  was  a  work  of  hell,"  said  the  Lady  Lochleven, 
"both  the  asking  and  the  granting.— Away,  wretched 
man,  let  us  see  if  aid  be  yet  too  late  f 

"They  will  not  admit  us,  madam,  save  we  enter  by 
force— 1  have  been  twice  at  the  door,  but  can  obtain 
no  entrance."  .  ^    .  ,  _       ,^  , 

•*  We  will  beat  it  levc  1  with  the  ground,  if  needful— 
And  hold— summon  Randal  hither  mstantly.— Randal 
here  is  a  foul  and  evil  chance  befallen— send  ofTa  boat 
instantly  to  Kinross  the  Chamberlain  Luke  Lundin 
is  said  to  have  skill— Fetch  off,  too,  that  foul  witch 
Nicneven ;  she  shall  first  counteract  her  own  spelL 
and  then  be  burnt  to  ashes  in  the  island  of  Saint  Serf. 
Away,  away— Tell  them  to  hoist  sail  and  ply  oar.  as 
ever  they  would  have  good  of  the  Douglas's  hand !" 

"Mother  Nickneven  will  not  be  lightly  found,  or 
fetched  hither  on  these  conditions,"  answered  Dry- 
fesdale.  ,  ^     ^        ,     , 

"  Then  grant  her  full  assurance  of  safety— Look  to 
it,  for  thine  own  life  must  answer  for  this  lady's  re- 
covery." 

"  I  might  have  guessed  that,"  said  Dryfesdale,  sul- 
lenly ;  but  it  is  my  comfort  I  have  avenged  mine 
own  cause,  as  well  as  yours.  She  hath  scoffed  and 
scripped  at  me.  and  encouraged  her  saucy  minion  of 
a  page  to  ridicule  my  stiff  gait  and  slow  speech.  I  felt 
it  Dome  in  upon  me  that  I  was  to  be  avenged  on 
them." 

"  Go  to  the  western  turret,"  said  the  Lady,  "  and 
remain  there  in  word  until  we  see  how  this  gear  will 
terminate.  I  know  thy  resolved  disposition— thou 
will  not  attempt  escape.'' 

"  Not  were  the  walls  of  the  turret  of  egg-shells,  and 
the  lake  sheeted  with  ice,"  said  Dr>'fesaale.  "  I  am 
well  taught,  and  strong  in  belief,  that  man  does 
naught  of  himself,  he  is  but  the  foam  on  the  billow, 
which  rises,  bubbles,  and  bursts,  not  by  its  own  effort, 
but  by  the  mightier  impulse  of  fate  which  urges  him. 
Yet.  Lady,  if  I  may  advise,  amid  this  zeal  for  the  life 
of  the  Jezebel  of  Scotland,  forget  not  what  is  due  to 
thine  own  honour,  and  keep  the  matter  secret  as  you 
may." 

So  saying  the  gloomy  fatalist  turned  from  her,  and 
stalked  off  with  sullen  composure  to  the  place  of  con- 
finement allotted  to  him. 

His  lady  caught  at  his  last  hint,  and  only  expressed 
her  fear  that  the  prisoner  had  partaken  of  some  un- 
wholesome food,  and  was  dangerously  ill.  The  castle 
was  soon  alarmed  and  in  confusion.  Randal  was 
despatched  to  the  shore  to  fetch  off  Lundin,  with  such 
remedies  as  could  counteract  poison ;  and  with  farther 
instructions  to  bring  Mother  Nicneven,  if  she  could 
be  found,  with  fiill  power  to  pledge  the  Lady  of  Loch- 
leven's  word  for  her  safety. 

Mean  while  the  Ladv  of  Lochleven  herself  held  par- 
ley at  the  door  of  the  Queen's  apartment,  and  in  vain 
unsed  the  page  to  undo  it. 

Foolish  boy !"  she  said,  "  thine  own  life  and  thy 
Lady's  are  at  slake— Open,  I  say,  or  we  will  cause 
the  door  to  be  broken  down. 

"  I  may  not  open  the  door  without  my  royal  mis- 
tress's orders,"  answered  Roland  f  "  she  has  been 
very  ill^  and  now  she  slumbers— if  you  wake  her  by 
using  violence,  let  the  consequence  be  on  you  and 
your  followers." 

"Was  ever  woman  in  a  strait  so  fearful!"  exclaim- 
ed the  Lady  of  Lochleven— "  At  least,  thou  rash  boy, 
beware  that  no  one  tastes  the  food,  but  especially  the 
jir  of  succory- water." 

She  then  hastened  to  the  turret,  where  Dryfesdale 
had  composedly  resigned  himself  to  imprisonment. 
She  found  him  reading,  and  demanded  of  him,  "  Was 
thy  fell  potion  of  epeeay  operation  T' 

"  Slow,"  answered  the  steward.  "The  hag  asked 
me  which  I  chose — I  told  her  I  loved  a  slow  and  sure 
revenge.  Revenge,  said  I,  is  the  highest-flavoured 
draugnt  which  man  tastes  upon  earth,  and  he  should 
ap  it  by  little  and  little— not  drain  it  up  greedily  at 
once. ' 


>i 


.  *i '^^'^^^  whom,  unhappy  man,  coiddst  thou  nou- 
nsb  so  fell  •  revenge  T* 


"I  had  many  objects,  but  the  cluef  was  tluit  inso- 
lent page." 

"The  boy  I— thou  inhuman  man,"  exclaimed  the 
lady:  "  what  could  he  do  to  deserve  thy  malice?" 

He  rose  in  your  favour,  and  you  graced  him  with 
your  commissions— that  was  one  thmg.  He  rose  in 
that  of  Gfeorge  Douglas  also— that  was  another.  He 
was  the  favourite  of  the  Calvinistic  HendcTBOfi,  who 
hated  me  because  my  spirit  disowns  a  separated  prktt- 
hood.  The  Moabitish  Queen  held  him  dear — winds 
from  each  opposing  point  blew  in  his  favour — the  ok) 
servitor  of  your  house  was  held  lightly  amonx  ye — 
above  all,  from  the  first  time  I  saw  his  face,  I  longed 
to  destroy  him." 

"  What  fiend  have  I  nurtured  in  my  house  P*  repHed 
the  Lady.  "  May  God  forgive  me  the  sin  of  having 
given  thee  food  and  raiment!" 

"  You  might  not  choose.  Lady,"  answered  the  stew- 
ard. "Long  ere  this  castle  was  builded— ay,  long  ere 
the  islet  which  sustains  it  reared  its  head  above  the 
blue  water,  I  was  destined  to  be  your  faithAil  slave, 
and  you  to  be  my  ungrateful  mistress.  ,  Remember 
you  not  when  I  pRmgcd  amid  the  victorious  FVench, 
in  the  time  of  this  lacly's  mother,  and  brought  ofiTyowr 
husband^  when  those  who  had  hung  at  the  same 
breast  with  him  dared  not  attempt  the  rescue? — Re- 
member how  I  plunged  into  the  lake  when  your  grand- 
son's skiff  was  overtaken  by  the  tempest,  boarded, 
and  steered  her  safe  to  the  land.  Lady — the  servant 
of  a  Scottish  baron  is  he  who  regards  not  his  oy^m  life^ 
or  that  of  any  other,  save  his  master.  And,  for  the 
death  of  the  woman,  I  had  tried  the  porion  on  her 
sooner,  had  not  Master  George  been  her  tasto-.  Her 
death— would  it  not  be  the  happiest  news  that  Scot- 
land ever  heard  ?  Is  she  not  of  the  bloody  Gtrisian 
stock,  whose  sword  was  so  often  red  with  the  blood 
of  God's  saints?  Is  she  not  the  daughter  of  the  wretch- 
ed tyrant  JameSj  whom  Heaven  cast  down  /h>m  his 
kingdom,  and  his  pride,  even  as  the  king  of  Babylon 
was  smitten  ?" 

"  Peace,  villain !"  said  the  Lady— a  thousand  varied 
recollections  thronging  on  her  mind  at  the  mention 
of  her  royal  lover's  name ;  "  Peace,  and  disturb  not 
the  ashes  of  the  dead— of  the  royaX  of  the  unhappy 
dead.    Read  thy  Bible ;  and  may  Ood  grant  thee  to 
avail  thyself  better  of  its  contents  than  thou  hast  }'et 
done!"    She  departed  hastily,  and  as  she  reached 
the  next  apartment,  the  tears  rose  to  her  eyes  so  has- 
tily, that  she  was  compelled  to  stop  and  use  her  ker- 
chief to  dry  them.    "I  expected  not  this,"  she  aaid. 
"  no  more  than  to  have  drawn  water  from  the  hard 
flint,  or  sap  from  a  withered  tree.    I  saw  with  a  dry 
eye  the  apostasy  and  shame  of  George  DoDglas,  the 
hope  of  my  son  s  house — the  child  of  my  love ;  ai«i 
yet  I  now  weep  for  him  who  has  so  long, lain  in  his 
grave — ^for  him  to  whom  I  owe  it,  that  nis  daughta 
can  make  a  scoffing  and  a  jest  of  my  name!  But  she 
is  his  daughter— my  heart,  hardened  against  her  for 
so  many  causes,  relents  when  a  glance  of  het  eye 
places  her  father  unexpectedly  before   me — and,  as 
often,  her  likeness  to  that  true  daughter  of  the  house 
of  Guise, 'her  detested  mother,  has  again  confirmed 
my  resolution.    But  she  must  not— must  not  die  in 
my  house,  and  bv  so  foul  a  practice.    Thank  God, 
the  operation  x>f  the  potion  is  slow,  and  may  be  awn- 
teracted.    I  will  to  ner  apartment  once  more.    Bnt 
O!  that  hardened  villain,  whose  fidelity  we  held  in 
such  esteeni,  and  had  such  high  proof  off  What  mira- 
cle can  unite   fo   much  wickedness,  and  so  much 
truth,  in  one  bosom  I" 

The  Lady  of  Lochleven  was  not  aware  how  far 
minds  of  a  certain  gloomy  and  determined  cast  by 
nature,  may  be  warped  by  a  keen  sense  of  pettjr  inju- 
ries and  insults,  combining  with  the  love  of  gain,  and 
sense  of  self-interest,  and  amal|i[a mated  with  the 
crude,  wild,  and  indigested  fanatical  opinions  which 
this  man  had  gathered  among  the  crazy  sectaries  of 
Germany;  or  how  far  the  doctrines  of  fatalism,  Mhich 
he  had  embraced  so  decidedly,  sear  the  human  am- 
science,  by  representing  our  actions  as  the  result  U 
inevitable  necessity. 

During  her  visit  to  the  prisoner,  Roland  had  com- 
municated to  Catherine  the  lenor  of  the  conversation 
he  had  had  with  her  at  the  door  of  the  apaitmeot 


'  "tbej  mssn  t  lo  have  poisooed  u>,"  the  eiclumed 
la  hoTTOT,  "  and  there  elands  Ihe  fatil  Liquor  which 
■iUouId  ban  done  ihe  deed  l~Ay,  la  soon  u  Douglas 
eeuad  u>  be  our  taster,  our  bod  was  Utely  to  be  fa- 
tallv  aemsaned.  Thou.  Roland,  wbo  ■houldal  hare 
made  du  Msay,  wen  readilr  doomed  to  die  with  uB, 
O,  doareil  Lidr  Fleming,  pardon,  pardon,  for  ihn  in- 
jaii«s  I  aaid  lo  tou  in  my  anger— your  woma  were 
tromiii«i  by  Heaven  to  save  our  liva  and  especislly 
iliil  of  the  i^njurad  Oueen.  BuL  whalliavd  we  now  to 
rlol  that  old  crDCodllB  of  the  lake  will  be  preaenlly 
bai^  lo  shed  her  hypociitical  team  over  op  dying 

"Our  Ladf  hiip  usino'ur  needf  sherqilied;  "bow 
ahould  1  tell  7— unless  we  oen  lo  make  our  plaitit  to 

"Slieour  plaini  lo  the  devil."  said  Catherine,  im- 
palieiitfy,  "ani  accuse  hia  dam  al  lbs  fool  ofhiaburri' 


irof 


As  iba  adTanead  to  the  door,  lbs  ToiiM  of  Cathe- 
mw  SsftoQ  iraa  heanl  from  wiihio— "No  one  can 
enter  here— the  Queen  alecps." 

"  I  wUI  not  b:  controlled,  yoimg  ladj,"  replied  the 
Lady  of  Locbleven;  "there  ia,  I  wot,  no  inner  bar, 
and  I  will  eniei  in  your  dei^ite." 

"  There  ia,  indeed,  no  inner  bar."  anawered  Catbe- 
rine,  Rrmly,  "bu<  there  ate  the  alaplea  whtre  that  bar 
abould  be ;  and  inlo  Iboae  Btaplea  haTe  I  ihrual  mius 
arm,  like  an  anceairess  of  your  own.  when,  belter 
employed  iban  the  Doudaasea  of  our  days,  ahe  thus 
defended  the  bedchamber  of  her  sgv.-tiaen  aaainit 
murderers.  Try  your  fom,  then,  and  <ee  whether  a 
Seyion  cannot  rival  la  courage  a  maiden  of  Ihe  house 
ofbouglaB." 

"I  dare  not  aitempt  ihe  pass  at  such  riah,"sBid  the 
Lady  of  Locblevon :  Sitangc,  Ihol  this  Princess,  with 
all  thai  jusily  aiiachea  to  her  as  blameworthy,  shouhl 
preservs  such  empire  over  ibe  minds  of  her  atiend- 
anlsl—Domacl,  1  oiie  [bee  my  honour  that  I  come 
for  the  Queen's  safely  apd  advanUge.  Awaken  lier, 
if  thou  lovsel  her,  and  pray  her  leave  Ibnt  I  may  en- 
ter—I  will  retire  from  the  door  the  whilsi." 

"ThouwiltnotawakenllieQueenr'  eaidthcLady 
PlemiDa-" 

"What  choice  have  we T'   said  the  ready-witted 


man,  help  n>  ^   ^ 

Ihe  window— make  such  wasle  among  tl..  . ._ 

iTve  lud  made  our  usual  meal,  and  leave  iha  frag- 
tnents  on  cup  and  porting,  but  taate  nothing  as  ihou 
lovesl  thy  lils.    1  will  sil  by  the  Queen,  and  tell  her, 


I  bar  waking,  in  wbal  a  fearful  pass  we  stand.  Her 
harp  wit  and  ready  ^iril  will  teach  us  what  ia  best  to 
a  done.  Mean  while,  (ill  farther  notice,  obaerve, 
Koland.  thai  the  Queen  is  in  a  aiate  of  torpor— that 
Lady  Fleming  ia  indisposed— thai  character'  (speak- 


Roland,  if  thou  be'sl  a    , 

ibe  chimney  or  from  ;  Lady  Lochleven  herself  plars  lady  of  Ihe  ' 
ber.  Her  fit  of  patience  will  noi  lest  lont 
Queen  must  be  praiared  lu  mecl  her." 

"  Bol  Ihou  wilt  brins  back  ber  Grace's  t 
disturbing  her." 


"  And  i?"  said  thepa 


"  And  I T  said  thepag^^— 

"Voul"  replied  Catnenae,  "you  a 
— who  thinks  It  worlb  while  to  poison  p 
paces  r 

Doea  this  levity  become  the  time' 


asked  the 


ID  the  faalB  of  ihe 


,  ..  -jea,"  anawered  Catherine  Sejton; 

"if  the  Queen  approves,  I  Bee  plainly  how  this  disoon- 
eerted  attempt  may  do  ue  good  service." 

She  went  to  wont  while  ehe  spoke,  eagerly  aasiated 
by  Roland.  The  breakfasl  labia  aooD  di^ilayed  the 
appeaiBoce  aa  if  the  meal  had  been  eaten  as  uaual ; 
akd  the  ladies  tetiied  aa  sofil;  ae  poaaible  into  the 
Qneen'a  aleeping  apartment.  Ai  b  new  aunimona  ol 
the  Lady  Lochleven,  Ihe  page  undid  ibe  door,  and  ad- 
tnittnl  her  into  the  anteroom,  asking  her  pardon  foi 
having  wiihatood  her,  alleging  in  eicuae,  that  thi 
Queen  bad  fallen  inio  a  heavy  slumber  amce  she  hod 
broken  her  feat. 

"She  haaeaicn  and  drunken,  ihenf'said  the  Lady 
of  Lochleven. 

"Surely,"  replied  the  page,   "according 
Grace's  ordinary  cuaiom,  unlcBe  uf '"  '— 

"The  isr,"  she  said,  hastily  examining  it,  "it  is 
empty— drank  ihe  Lady  Hary  the  whole  of  Ibis 
waiefT' 

"A  large  part,  madami  and  I  heard  iba  Lady 
CaiberiDe  Seytan  jestinsly  upbraid  the  Lady  Mary 
Fleming  with  having  taken  more  than  a  jual  ahare  of 
what  remained,  so  Ifaal  but  lillle  fell  lo  her  own  lot." 

"And  are  they  well  in  healths"  said  the  Lady  of 

"Lady  Fleming,"  said  Ihe  page,  "complaina  of 
-  lethargy  and  looks  duller  Ihan  usual ;  and  Ihe  Lady 

Caihenoe  of  Seyion  &eta  her  bead  aomewbat 

giddy  than  is  her  wont." 

He  raised  his  voice  a  lltde  aa  he  said  iheae  words, 
(o  apprise  the  ladiee  of  the  pari  assigned  lo  each  of 
Ihem.  Bad  not,  perhaps,  wilhoul  Ibe  wish  ofconvey- 

Sio  the  ears  of  Callwrine  the  page-like  jest  which 
ed  in  the  allolmsnl. 

!r  the  Queen'a  chamber,"  said  the  Lady 


■  ngers  aod  adva 
"  Ws  cannot  di 


Ihe  door  lo  ihi 


aiiended  K. 
the  aaid,  after  her  haaly 

sJng  her  foreheadi  "we 
the  scheme  so  hapinhr 
bold  affection-    Undo 


iler  than  lo  follow  the  scheme  so '. 
y  quick  wit  an.'  ■■■■'■ 
le  Lady  Lochloi...     .,. 
lUgh  nol  in  perfidy. 


- .  . . .'  lire-woman  than  an  actress ;  do  bul  breathe 
heavily,  and,  if  Ihou  witt.  groan  aligfally,  and  it  will 
lop  thy  part.  Hark!  Ihey  come.  Now,  Calherins 
of  Medici^  may  Ihy  spirit  inspire  ma  for  a  cold  north- 
em  brain  is  loo  blunl  tor  Ibis  scene  1" 

Ushered  byCsihetine  Seyion,  and  stepping  as  li)riil 
as  she  could,  lbs  Lady  Lochlevsn  waa  shown  inioihs 
Iwilighl  aparlmenl,-aiid  oonducled  lo  Ihe  aids  of  tha 
couch,  where  Harv,  pallid  and  exhauMed  from  a 
aleq>less  nighl,  snd  (he  nbaRjuenl  aslaiion  of  tb« 
morning,  lay  eilendsd  so  lisileMyaa  might  well  con- 
firm Ihe  worsi  fears  of  her  boMese. 

"  Now,  God  forgive  us  our  sins !"  aaid  ihs  Lady  af 
Lochleven,  forgetting  her  pride,  and  throwing  herssif 
on  ber  knees  by  Ihs  side  Of  Ib^bed ;  "it  is  loo  true— 
the  ia  murdered !" 

"  Who  ia  in  the  chamberr'  said  Hary,  as  if  awak- 
ing from  a  heavy  sleap.  "Seyion,  Fleming,  where 
are  you  1 1  heard  a  atiange  voice.  Who  waita  r-Call 
Coticellea." 

"Alasl  her  memory  is  at  Holyrood,  though  bat 
body  ia  at  Lochleven. — Forgive,  madam,"  condnuod 


ceat.  xxxn.1  ras  abbot. 

her,  by  (ho  Ktittlj  •Bretitrof  her  look,  "what  wu  i 

ifaBipQwdCT  which  Iboudidflt  rare  to  a  HFranlof  thia  r 

boiin,   hy  nam«  Jasper  Drylindale.  thai  fas  minhl  i 

worii  out  wilh  ii  aome  alow  and  necnl  Tenpeanael—  i 
ConreSB  il>  nxiure  and  properties,  or,  by  ine  hoDOor 
of  DoDglts,  I  give  ihee  lo  On  and  nake  befbn  the  mn 

"AJbhI"  mid  Magdslen  Oneme  in  reply,  "and 
when  beeame  a  Douglaa  or  ■  Dougla«'s  man  >a  un- 
nimished  o(  hie  means  of  rerenge,  [hat  he  nould 


id  aoliiary  worotn  1 
R  thar  found  I 


The  towers  in  wliieh  yi 
unpilinl  graves,  ye!  etan< 
the  crimee  wrought  in  Ih 

vaults  aeunder-^your  mt.. . 

iriitoteta,  and  daggers— why  need  yon  seek  lo  herbs  or 
charms  for  the  eirecution  of  jour  revenges  T' 

"  Hear  me,  foul  hag,"  said  tlie  Lady  of  Lockleveni 
— "  but  what  avails  speaking  to  ihee  7— Bring  Drylsa- 
dals  hitber,  and  let  them  be  confronted  together." 


h«d  she  croined  herself  repeatedly,  snd,  still  upon 
her  knoea,  appeared  to  be  rapidly  reeiling  some  form. 

"Sole  her,  end  drag  her  to  ^^^  m^mrv^mnrmi — IV 
the  deepenl  diingeoo  wilh  the  i 


--,  —  _-,-.., .....w  inspired  her  wi 

boldness  ennniii  to  insult  the  mother  of  Douglas 
his  own  castle!" 

Thus  qtuke  the  incensed  Lady  of  Lo 
the  f  hyaiciati  preaamed  lo  interpose. 


hsll  le 


.tured,  c. 


}  these  ladies,  (hraugh  the  niediam  of  (he 

..c^rard  Drylesdale." 

"Forafbol,"  replied  the  Lady  of  I.ochleven,  "ihou 
hast  counsellol  wisely— I  will  bridle  my  resentment 
till  their  conference  be  over." 

"Ood  forbid,  honoured  lady,"  said  Doctor  Londin, 
"that  you  should  suppress  it  longer— nofhiiw  may 
more  endanger  the  frame  of  your  honoured  body;  and 
Irulv,  if  there  be  wilchcraf*  in  this  matter,  it  is  held 
by  the  vulgar,  and  even  by  solid  auihors  on  Demono- 
logy,  that  three  scruples  of  the  ashes  of  the  witch, 
when  she  hath  been  well  and  carefully  burnt  at  a 
Make,  is  a  {^nd  Catholicon  in  such  matter  even  as 
they  prescribe  o-inii  eanit  rabuii,  ahair  of  the  dog 
that  bit  the  patient,  io  cases  of  hydrophobia.  I  war- 
nnt  neither  trealmeat.  bemg  out  of  the  regular  prac 
ncc  of  the  schools ;  but,  in  the  present  cass,  there  CB 
be  liitle  harm  in  Icying  the  concluBion  upon  this  ol 
iiecromsncer  and  quachaalver— j!iit  erperimenlui 
las  we  say)  in  corport  riti." 

"Pence,  fbol !"  said  the  Lady,  "she  is  about  I 


It  Magdalen  Ortemo  arose  Irom 

cing  her  foot,  exieti 
lien  and  attitude  i 


ii'i.^c»,  and  turned  .._.   

ihu  same  time  advancing  her  foot,  exietiding 

and  assuming  the  mien  and  attitude  of  a  

feniy.  As  Ser  gray  hair  fioaied  back  from  beneath 
her  coif,  and  her  eye  gleamed  fire  from  under  its  shaggy 
'-ynirow,  the  eflect  of  her  expressive  though  emaciated 
Ceotiires,  was  heightened  by  an  enthusiasm  spproach- 
ing  to  insanity,  and  her  anieanince  struck  with  awe 
■IT  who  were  ptesent.    Her  eyes  for  a  time  glanced 


lai  woman  a  longue  i 

"Practice,"  saidthe  Lady  of  Lochlsvsn,  raeontnu 

trauipnsei  "hers  is  all  practtoeand  imposture— To 


I  believed  you  privy  to  the  murderous  purpose  of  your 
yassai,  and  I  deceived  ypn  in  sufleHng  you  to^believe 

1  ,2% 

Q  huBH- 

le  iwjn 

m  HAS 

L  aitlw 


-Tour  Btewsrd,  lady,  has  by  OniJta- 
II  atiempiea  my  lif&  and  those  of  my  honssbdd, 
i  this  woman  hath  done  her  best  to  ssvs  them,  by 
nlshing  hun  wilh  what  wss  hermleaa,  in  plaos  of 
I  fatal  drugs  which  he  expected.  HeUdnkB  I  pro- 
K  to  yon  Out  a  fair  exchange,  when  I  ssy  I  forgive 


i'l^  hou^ 


in  doom,  which  will 
[  this  woman,  her 
md  it  morlally  pun- 


kwitinra'iuilal, 

hoie  bnin,  u  ; 

il  aficcicd  by  reare 


thu  angle  pay  hiir,  the  houK,  whose  honour  she 
bouu  H  highly,  will  have  filled  up  the  meaauie  of 
.  their  elume  by  ibe  breach  of  their  inlemn  written 
Dce  of 'oafetyJ^ — And  takins  from  her  boK 
,  abe  handed  It  lo  Ihe  Queen. 
.  i<  ■  solemn  auurance  of  eofely  in  life 
"  aaid  Ouaed  Hiry,  "with  space  lo  come 
^dei  ihe  hand  and  eeal  of  the  Chamberla 
laa,  Kranlcd  lo  Ho^alen  Grsme,  comm 

i  Uoiher  Nicnrveu,  in  conaidcralion  of  her 

•eDliiig  lo  put  hetaeir.  for  tlie  space  of  Iwanly-fbui 
boura,  if  required,  wilhin  lbs  iron  Bale  of  Ihe  Castle 
ofLochleyen." 

"  Knave  I"  said  iha  Lady,  turnins  to  the  chamber- 
lain, "bow  darn)  you  grant  her  such  a  prolection  V 
"It  was  by  your  Ladyship's  orderfc  iransmiltsd  by 


g'p 


nar,  1  ai 
unda  Ihc 


the  Lady ! 
Id  DOl  ha^ 

!  breach  of 
iho  rights 
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pari!  but  Hagdalen  OTSame,  ooUeetins  handi;  was 
about  lo  noly,  when  (he  Queen  intarpoaed,  saying 
"  Oood  motber,  ve  Iiaanily  thank  you  lor  yooi  un- 
feigned leal  towards  our  peraoD,  Budpray  you.  aaoor 
liege-woman,  Ihal  you  nbelaui  from  whatever  may 
lead  you  into  persona]  danger ;  and,  furihcr,  ii  ia  am 
will  thai  you  depart  without  a  word  of  farther  parley 
with  any  one  in  thiscaaile.  For  thy  prearni  fnierdco, 
lake  this  small  reliquary— it  ivos  nvcn  to  us  by  our 
uncle  the  Cardinal,  and  hath  had  the  benediction  of 
the  Holy  rather  himself  i—a nit  now  depart  in  peaca 
and  in  silence.— For  youjearned  etr,"  continued  the 
Queen,  sdvsncingto  Ihe  Doctor,  whomsdehisicMc^ 
cnce  in  a  manner  doubly  embariaeaed,  by  lh«  ane  tl 
iha  Queen's  presence,  which  made  him  fcat  lo  do  too 
little,  and  by  the  appiehrnsian  of  his  lady's  displea- 
sure, in  esse  he  should  chance  to  do  (oo  much.— "fat 
you,  learned  sir,  as  it  was  not  your  fault,  ihoujlinmiy 
our  o  wn  good  fortune,  that  we  did  no  meed  your  ikiU  It 

stanoHJ,  to  Buffer  our  leech  to  leave  us  without  suck 


— lOGrien!  0 

ippocralesi  is  iho  graduate's  cap  and  docloT'sscar- 
brou^llo  ihiapassl  Fruttra/attfanaurtmcdiii 


accepi  my  well-camcd  i 


The  crest&llen  Chamberlain  wai 


He  wiped  his  eves,  ste^ved  on  ihe  gunwale,  and 
cross  the  lake,  which  was  dimpled  by  the  aumnni 


«r  WilMam  Jiaas\u,  (tor  hji  «Mi«  In  liis  Qaavfi'i 
Lvamri  thst  liB  wAuld  piani  ■  cJirHr  In  Marr'i  i>< 
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CHAPTER   XXXri 


"  H>Te  th«)r  aot  ditartned  Ihee,  Dryfcwliile  7"  aKe 
said,  on  Bsaing  him  enter,  Bccoulred,  us  uaual,  with 
awnrd  and  dasg^r. 

"  No  !"  replial  [he  old  man ;  "  how  ahould  [hey  7— 

Your  ladyahip,  when  itdu '--'  — ' 

■aid  naughi  of  laying  aunt 


;:r 


'|[bou 


)  a[tsmpled  ■  deadly  ci 


..'dlofTtladilbeen  Boen 
ilher  Ihe  wane  nor  [he  « 
led  the  Lady^ 


UhinketbelTTiat 
;  and  you  would 
led  aa  I  propoaed, 


"Thy  foul  Biiempi  haa  n 
Builly  only  in  inlention.  Ii  i 
liaan  Ihee  on  Ihe  warder'a  lav 
mind,  it  were  bu[  giving  > 
offer,  Ihen — Go  henco- 


™rbul  the  half-don 


ihyaeif  for  death,  if 


and  roll  neither 

"Wreichl"  ej 

as  villein,  who  I 

had  planned  1" 

"fbid  aa  fair  for  il  aa  mt 
feadalti  "I  went  [o  a  woman 
— If  1  found  nui  poiaoo,  it  was 
wise  predestined.  I  tried  fair  ( 
job  ma;  be  clooMd,  if  you  wilE 

pnaa  meeaenger  to  my  aon,  t^ 
shouIdBi  be  dtspoaed  of    Prep 

ijale,  "aa  thai  which  he  may  noL  a , _ 

haa  ita  nwn  fiied  and  certain  hour,  ia  ever  prepared  fc 
it.  He  ibal  ia  han»ed  ia  May  will  eat  no  flaunea"  i 
midsummer— ao  [here  is  Ihe  moan  made  for  ihe  ol 
■eTYinR-maa.     Bui  irhoni,  prtiy  I,  acnd  you  on  ao  fa 

"  There  will  be  no  lack,  of  mesaensera,"  anawere 
hifl  miatrcfls, 

"By  my  hand,  but  Ihete  will."  replied  the  old  man 
"your  canle  ie  bnt  poorly  manned,  conetdennR  th 
watcbea  that  you  must  keep,  having  thu  charf- 


lic,  the  donjon— five  men 
!  reit  muat  sleep  for  the 
Tn  a^nd  away  another 


diurrace  hadtraiuipired,  v 
wiih  a  hora.-,  hylha  Ch« 

Btcd    himaelf  with   f 


earded  for  tampering 
the  warder's  lower,  t 
mount  each  guard,  a 


aee  but  one  thing  for  il— I  will  do  your  errand  lo  Sir 
William  DouiIbb  myaelf." 

"That  were  tndeedetesourcel-And  on  what  day 
wiihin  twenty  years  would  it  badone  T'  aaid  the  Lady. 

"  Even  wah  the  speed  of  man  and  horae,"  aaid 
Dryleadale;  "  for  though  I  care  not  much  shout  tlie 
latter  dayaof  an  old  servina-man's  life,  yet  I  would 
like  to  know  as  soon  mif  {>e,  whether  my  neck  la 

"Holdeai  ihou  thy  ovm  lift  so  lightly  1"  said  the 

"Else  I  had  recked  more  of  that  of  othani,"  aaid 
the  predeaiinaKan. -"What  ia  death  7— it  ia  but  ceaB- 
ipa  lo  live— And  whBt  le  living  I— a  weary  return  of 
light  and  darkness,  sleeping  '  "'"" —  ' —  — 
gored  and  ear —     " —  ■" 

joiner'a  cheat  s 
"  Wretched  i 

met  the  Jud£ . 

' Lady,    utawered  DryTesdid^  "aim 


maynotdi^Kite  TOurwordar  but, aa aRUitoally giaak- 
ing,  you  are  still  but  a  burner  of  bncka  in  Egypt, 
ignoranlofthe  freedom  of  the  BaintBi  for,  aswaairaB 
ahown  lo  me  by  that  gifted  man,  Nieolaua  Sehn^Ter- 
hach,  who  waa  martyred   by  the  bloody  Biahop  of 


hich  is  predeatjned.  aince"- 
"  Sdeuee '."  aaid  the  Lady, 
verme  doI  with  thy  bold 


bloody  E 
iptJng  him, — 


.    Thau  hast  been  lo 


csrried.  so  thou  art 


TtTe 


wiir  'if  fii"™ 


lithful  «rvi 

■    ■  mth  vou  aa  he  will.    If  ihnu  : _^ 

thy  foot 

corbie- meii- 

le  my  leave  of  your  hoi 

as  fertie/over  t. 
raordinary  pilgtimagF.  il  18  necessary  the  reader 
ibould  accompany  him  on  hia  journey,  which  Provi- 
iRUEK  hnd  dpierrmneil  should  not  be  of  long  dursiion. 
the  village,  the  steward,  aTtbough  hia 


the  Douglas'a  servant,  and  I  will  bo 
Bonger  in  mine  old  age— your  mwaaj 
ahall  be  done  aa  truly  by  me  as  if  it  con 

1 1,      .  jj[,g  ^y  ie^ye  of  your 

--'  Ser  comnaanda,  an 


was  readily  ar 


hrs"6olt  «i'd 'manner, "that  might"  hi 
dale  conclude  be  had  pretenBiona 


roiiih :  "  you  conw.  aa  Ilhink,  fiom  Lochbven  Caalla 
-What  newa  of  our  bonny  Queen  I— a  fairer  don 
n*  nenr  peal  up  in  M  wnicbtd  a  dorecoi." 
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iobmp.  xjoan. 


"  They  that  epeak  of  Lochleven,  and  of  those  whom 
its  walls  contain,"  answered  Dmesdale,  "  speak  of 
what  concerns  the  Douglas ;  ana  they  who  mak  of 
what  concerns  the  Douglas,  do  it  at  their  peril." 

"  Do  you  speak  from  fear  of  them,  o  d  man,  or 
would  you  make  a  quarrel  for  them  ?— I  should  haTO 
deemed  your  age  might  have  cooled  your  blood." 

"  Never,  while  there  are  empty-pated  coxcombs  at 
each  com^  to  keep  it  warm." 

"  The  sight  of  thy  gray  hairs  keeps  mine  cold,"  said 


one  of  those  swashbuckler?,  who  brawl  in  ale-hooses 
and  taverns;  and  who,  if  words  were  pikes,  and 
oaths  were  Andrew  Ferraras,  would  soon  place  the 
religion  of  Babylon  in  the  land  once  more,  and  the 
woman  of  Moab  upon  the  throne." 

"  Now,  by  Saint  Bennet  of  Sey  ton,"  said  the  youth. 
"  I  will  strike  thee  on  the  face,  thou  foul-mouthed  old 
railing  hereticl" 

"Saint  Bennet  of  Seyton!"  echoed  the  steward; 
"a  proper  warrant  is  Saint  Bennet' s,  and  for  a  pro- 
per nest  of  wolf-birds  like  the  Seytons  I— I  will  arrest 
thee  as  a  traitor  to  King  James  and  the  good  Regent. 

Ho !  John  Auchtermuchty,  raise  aia  against  the 

King's  traitor !" 

So  saying,  ho  laid  his  hand  on  the  youth's  collar, 
and  drew  ms  sword.  John  Auchtermuchty  looked 
in,  but,  seeing  the  naked  weapon,  ran  faster  out  than 
he  entered.  Kcltie,  the  landlord,  stood  by  and  helped 
neither  oarty,  only  exclaiming,  Gentlemen !  gentle- 
men !  for  the  love  of  Heaven  I"  and  so  forth.  A 
struggle  ensued,  in  which  the  young  man.  chafed  at 
Dryfesdale's  boldness,  and  unable,  with  the  ease  he 
expected,  to  extricate  himself  from  the  old  man's 
determined  grasp,  drew  his  da^;er,  and,  with  the 
speed  of  light,  dealt  him  three  wounds  in  the  breast 
and  body,  the  least  of  which  was  mortal.  The  old 
man  sunk  on  the  ground  with  a  deep  groan,  and  the 
host  set  up  a  piteous  exclamation  of  surprise. 

"Peace,  ye  bawling  hound!"  said  the  wounded 
steward;  are  dagger-stabs  and  dying  men  such 
rarities  m  Scotland,  that  you  should  cry  as  if  the 
house  were  falling?— Youth,  I  do  not  forgive  thea  for 
there  is  nought  betwixt  us  to  forgive.  Thou  hast  done 
what  I  have  done  to  more  than  one— And  I  suffer 
what  I  have  seen  them  sufier— it  was  all  ordained  to 
be  thus  and  not  otherwise.  But  if  thou  wouldst  do 
me  right,  thou  wilt  send  this  packet  safely  to  the 
hands  of  Sir  William  of  Douglas :  and  see  that  my 
memory  suffer  not,  as  if  I  would  have  loitered  on 
mine  errand  for  fear  of  my  life." 

The  youth,  whose  passion  had  subsided  the  instant 
he  had  done  the  deed,  listened  with  sympathy  and 
attention,  when  another  person,  rooffled  in  his  cloak, 
entered  the  apartment,  and  exclaimed— "  Good  Grod! 
Drvfesdale,  and  expiring!" 

"  Ay,  and  Dryfesdale  would  that  he  had  been  dead," 
answered  the  wounded  man.  "rather  than  that  his 
cars  had  heard  the  words  of  the  only  Douglas  that 
ever  was  false— but  yet  it  is  better  as  it  is.  Good  my 
murderer,  and  the  rest  of  you.  stand  back  a  littla  and 
let  me  speak  with  this  unhappy  apostate. — Kneel 
down  by  me.  Master  George— You  have  heard  that  1 
failed  in  my  attempt  to  take  away  that  Moabitish 
stumbling-block  and  her  retinue— I  gave  them  that 
which  I  thought  would  have  removed  the  temptation 
out  of  thy  path— and  this,  though  I  had  other  reasons 
to  show  to  thy  mother  and  others,  I  did  chiefly  pur- 
pone  for  love  of  thee." 

"For  the  love  of  me,  base  poisoner!"  answered 
Douglas,  "wouldst  thou  have  committed  so  horri- 
ble, so  unprovoked  a  murder,  and  mentioned  my  name 
with  it  r 

"And  wherefore  not,  G^i^  of  Douglas?"  an- 
swered Dryfesdale.  "  Breath  is  now  scarce  with  me, 
but  I  would  spend  my  last  gasp  on  this  argument. 
Hast  thou  not^  despite  the  honour  thou  owest  to  thy 
parents,  the  faith  that  is  due  to  thy  retigion,  the  trutn 
that  is  due  to  thy  S^ing.  been  so  carriea  away  by  the 
charms  of  this  beautiful  sorceress,  that  thou  wouldst 
have  helped  her  to  escape  from  her  prison-house,  and 
lent  her  thhie  arm  again  to  asoend  the  throne,  which 


she  had  made  a  place  of  abomination  7 — ^Nay,  stir 
not  from  me— my  hand,  though  fast  BtifiSsnins,  hsi 
yet  force  enough  to  hold  thee — What  doei  ihoa  am 
at— to  wed  this  witch  of  Scotland  1—1  warrmt  thee, 
thou  majrst  succeed— her  heart  and  hand  hare  be« 
oft  won  at  a  cheaper  rate,  than  thou,  fool  that  thoa 
art,  would  think  tuink  thyself  happy  to  pay.  Bat, 
should  a  servant  of  thy  father's  house  have  mcq 
thee  embrace  the  fate  of  the  idiot  Damley,  or  of  the 
villain  Both  well — the  fate  of  the  murderea  ibol,  or  <tf 
the  living  pirate— while  an  ounce  of  ratsbane  woold 
have  savea  thee  V 

"  Think  on  God,  Dryfesdale."  said  George  Dooglas, 
"  and  leave  the  utterance  of  those  horrors — Bjepeat  if 
thou  canst— if  not,  at  least  be  silent.— Seyton,  aid  ine 
to  support  this  dymg  wretch,  that  he  may  conpoee 
himself  to  better  thoughts,  if  it  beposable." 

"  Seyton !"  answered  the  dying  man ;  "  Seyton !  Is 
it  by  a  Seyton's  hand  that  I  fall  at  last  7— There  is 
something  of  retribution  in  that— since  the  hoi»e  bad 
nigh  lost  a  sister  by  my  deed."  Fixing  his  fading 
eyes  on  the  youth,  he  added,  "  He  hath  her  very  fea- 
tures and  nresence !— Stoop  down,  youth,  and  tot  me 
see  thee  closer— I  would  know  thoe  when  we  meet  in 
yonder  work!,  for  homicides  will  herd  together  then, 
and  I  have  been  one."  He  pulled  Seyton's  £ac%.  in 
spite  of  some  resistance,  closer  to  his  own,  looked  at 
him  fixedly,  and  added.  "Thou  hast  begun  young 
—thy  career  will  be  the  briefer— ay,  thou  wilt  be  met 
with,  and  that  anon— a  young  plant  never  throve  that 
was  watered  with  an  old  man's  blood. — Yet  why 
blame  I  thee  ?  Strange  turns  of  fate,"  he  muttctea 
ceasing  to  address  Seyton,  "  I  designed  what  I  couki 
not  do,  and  he  has  done  what  he  did  not  perchancs 
design.— Wondrous,  that  our  will  should  ever  oppose 
itself  to  the  strong  and  uncontrollable  tide  of  deiMiny 
— that  we  should  strive  with  tlie  stream  when  wa 
might  drift  with  the  current  I  M)^rain  will  serve 
me  to  question  it  no  farther— I  would  Schcsfierfoack 
were  here— yet  why?— I  am  on  a  course  which  th« 
vessel  can  hold  without  a  pilot.— FarewclL  GeoTge  of 
Douglas— I  die  Ime  to  thy  father's  house."  He  fcliiDto 
convulaons  at  these  words,  and  shortly  after  expired. 

Seyton  and  Douglas  stood  looking  on  the  dying 
man,  and  when  the  scene  was  dosed,  the  former  was 
the  first  to  speak.  "  As  I  live,  Douglas,  I  meant  not 
this,  and  am  sorry ;  but  he  laid  hands  on  roe,  and 
compelled  me  to  defend  my  freedom,  as  I  best  might, 
with  my  dagger.  If  he  were  ten  times  thy  friend  and 
follower,  I  can  but  say  that  I  am  sorry." 

"  I  blame  thee  not,  Sevton,"  said  Douglas,  "  though 
I  lament  the  chance.  'There  is  an  overruling  d^tiny 
above  us,  though  not  in  the  sense  in  wbidi  it  was 
viewed  by  that  wretched  man,  who,  beguiled  by  some 
foreign  mystagoguc:  used  the  awful  word  as  the  ready 
apolo^  for  whatever  he  chose  to  do — we  must  exa- 
mine the  packet." 

They  withdrew  into  an  inner  room^  and  remained 
deep  in  consultation,  until  they  were  distuihed  by  iho 
entrance  of  Keltic  who,  withian  embarrassed  coun- 
tenance, asked  Master  George  Douglas's  pleasure 
respecting  the  disposal  of  the  Dody.  Your  honour 
knows,"  he  added,  "  that  I  make  my  bread  by  living 
men,  not  by  dead  corpses ;  and  old  Mr.  Dryfesdale, 
who  was  but  a  sorry  customer  while  be  was  alive. 
occuiHes  my  public  room  now  that  he  is  deceased,  ana 
can  neither  call  for  ale  nor  brandy." 

"  Tie  a  stone  round  his  neck,  said  Seyton, "  and 
when  the  sun  is  down,  have  him  to  the  Loch  of  Ore, 
heave  him  in,  and  let  him  alone  for  finding  out  tfate 
bottom." 

"  Under  your  favour,  «r,"  said  C5eon?e  Dou^^as, 
"it  shall  not  be  so.— Keltic,  thou  art  a  true  fellow  to 
me,  and  thy  having  been  so  shall  advantage  thee. 
Send  or  take  the  body  to  the  chapel  at  Si^tland^s 
Wall,  or  to  the  church  of  BaUingry,  and  tell  what 
tale  thou  wilt  of  his  having  fallen  in  a  brawl  vith 
some  unruly  guests  of  thine.  Auchtermuchty  knows 
naught  else,  nor  are  the  times  so  peaceful  as  to  admit 
close  looking  into  such  accounts.^' 

"  Nay,  let  him  toll  the  truth ''  said  Seyton,  "so  far 
as  it  harms  not  our  scheme.— Say  that  Henry  Seyton 
met  with  him,  my  good  fellow ;  I  care  not  a  brass 
boddle  for  the  feud." 


I  more,  Chan  tofotrnj  anc«B- 
«y  it  true  HeDrr  Seftoa  did 
not  B  wonl  of  me  I— Let  Auch- 
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"A  bud  wuli  the  Don^u  wu  < 
bowaver,"  nid  GcDm  duplBBBiire . 
luUramldeepfnviiirorinaniHr. 

"  Nol  when  the  beat  of  ihe  auu  le  oa  aj  nde," 
nplied  Sevton. 

^'  Alul  Henrjr,  if  Ihoa  meaneal  dm,  I  an  bat  half 
a  DoDHUain  thuempiue — half  head,  halt  bean,  and 
half  hand.— But  I  nul  think  on  one  who  can  Bwer  be 
IbrsDUeit,  and  be  all,  oi 
tan  wa»  ever.— Kel  lie, 

the  deed  I  but  beware,! — 

tennuchir  carry  thia  packet"  (whiea  be  hw  reacvled 
with  bia  own  aigoet)  "  to  my  father  at  Edinhuieh ; 
BDd  bare  la  to  pay  lor  ibe  fuuerel  eipeaeae,  and  iby 
lose  of  cialom." 

"  And  the  waahing  of  the  Soar."  nid  the  lindlora, 
"  which  will  be  la  eitraordinaiy  job;  tor  blood,  tber 
eay,  will  ■cajccly  ever  cleanae  ouL" 

"  Bat  ai  br  your  plan,"  aaid  Oeorge  of  Douglaa, 
addreaaoB  Seyion,  aa  if  in  oontintiatiOD  of  what  they 
had  bean  before  iiealhigoC  "  it  hai  a  good  faoe ;  but, 
tuMJer  youi  broiu,  you  an  yourself  loo  hot  and  Wo 
youDS,  baaidea  other  reaaona  which  an  much  agamat 
yonT^aTinK  the  pan  voupropoee." 

"  We  untlconnlt  the  Father  Abbot  iqmn  tt,  eaid 
ibe  yomb.     "  Do  yon  ride  la  Kinmaa  to-night  1" 

"Ay— BO  I  pinpoeB,"  anawered  Dotiglaa;  "the 
nijtbi  will  be  dark,  and  nitia  a  muffled  man, •—Kelne, 
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a  feared,    they  atie  bow  about 


„ 10  the  Doi^laa." 

"What  rdizion  wbb  Iba  man  ofT'  aaid  Seyton! 
"  he  uaed  wonEa  which  made  me  fear  I  have  aent  Sa- 
tan a  Bubjecl  befon  hia  lime." 

"I  canlellyoalillleofthat,"BaidOea>8eDauBlaf  I 
"be  waa  noted  for  dialiking  both  Roma  and  Oeneva, 
•nd^nkeof  ligfcla  be  hadleanied  among  the  fierce 
aactaiieaof  Lower  Qornany— an  aril  doclnne  it  waa, 
ifwaindgeby  Ihefraita.  <A>d  keep  ua  frara  pnamnp- 
■UDualy  judfing  of  Heaien't  aecnta  I" 

"Amen  I  aaid  ibe^oung  Seyion,  "and  from  maet- 
ins  any  enooanler  ibia  oyening." 

"It  IB  not  thy  wont  to  pray  n,"  aaid  OeoiBe  Deo- 

"Pfol  I  leave  that  to  you,"  replied  tha  ynulh, 
"  whanyoDBn  Beiaad  with  acruplea  of  engagiiw  with 
youifaiher'BiaaBali.  Bui  I  woiild  bin  have  lUB  old 
man's  Mood  ofTtbeae  bandB  of  mine  era  I  shed  mora 
—I  will  oonfeH  to  the  Abbot  to-night,  and  I  tnial  to 
havn  light  penance  for  tidding  Ihe  earth  of  euch  a 
.11  . ^  jjj.  j^  ,jj|,  ^^  ^^^  jjijl  J 

-Ha  dnw  ateel  fint,  however, 
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of  Locbleven,  where  we  take  np  the  order  of  evenis 
oa  the  aaDM  remarkable  day  on  which  Dryleedale  had 
been  diamiaeed  from  the  caatte.  It  waa  pan  noon,  Ihe 
usual  hour  of  dinner,  yet  no  preparatiana  Kemed  made 
fir  the  Queen'a  ealertainmanL  Har*  bataelf  bad 
ralitBd  inio  bar  own  atiartnient,  whaeane  waa  eloaely 
easaged  in  wnting.  Hat  attendanw  were  lagelher  in 
the  presence^hamber,  and  much  d;q>oaed  lo  apecu- 
[aMon  ibe  ddayof  ibedinDeri  ibr  it  maybaracol' 
lectad  that  their  brealcbat  had  been  inl  -  -  - -■  '■' 
believe  in  my  conacienoe,"  eaid  the 


iog  Iband  Ibe  poiaoning  acbetne  m 
gene  lo  the  vnong  merchr-*  '~  ~ 
•  Genflimiir  a  difgniied  miin 


ttenupted. 
V,  "  that  hi. . 
itry,  by  having 


tiy  bow  Iktnine  wffl  work 

It  nemins  waa  aomewhat  alamwd  at  Ibia  buT- 

._.  but  comforted  heraelf  by  obeerving,  Ihit  the 

ctnnuierof  Ibe  kitchen  bad  naked  tbst  whole  day  io 

'"Cted  the   euppnsttlon- — 

_..,  oiciaimBd,  ''They  were 

Ihe  cnurt,  manhsllea  by  Ilie 

dreaeed  oni  in  her  higbeal 

)arllet  and  aleeveB  of  cjptua, 

ned  faitfaingale  of  cnniaon 


manner  wfaiob   coDltadieted  the   a 


i,"« 


pBge.»ppr 

iile  .King  Jul 
ireoiouB  narj 


Maater  Rok 
e  thefarthini 


hing^ee 
to  Saint 


and  were  Ihcn  called  Verla- 

.ded  farther  in  Ihisiinporlinl 

J--- ,  -_. .Tiipted  by  Ihe  entrance  of  the 

IjulyofLochleven,  wbu  preceded  ihceervanlB  bearing 

■'■-  ■'■-'—  andfonnallydiBChaigociiheiluiy  oflasiing 

Lady  Fletning  regretted,  in  courlly 


IjidyofU 

thediBhea^ 

each  of  th..... ,  . 

phraae,  that  Ihe  Lady  ol 
dertaken  ao  irDubleeame  mi  uiuce. 
"After  iheatrango  incident  of  this  day,  madnm, 
1  .1—  I  -j_    ., :.  i_  „e,;B,„ry  fof  n,y  honnur  an 


aaid  the  Lady,      ..  .. 
that  of  my  eon,  that  I 

Br  iDTolanlary  auest. 
■n'  that  1  attend  her 
"Her  Hajeaty," 


»ty,"  replied  Lady  Fleming,  with  due 
the  wind,  "  ahall  De  informed  that  the 


',  wUdi  even  approached  to  eomelhing 
"Thista  nobly  done.  Lady  Lochleren, 

'~~  Though  we  oundvea  apprehend  no 

J  _  jr  roof,  our  ladiea  have  been  much 

by  ihia  momtnra  chance,  and  our  meal  will 

be  the  more  cheeriiil  for  jrourpreaence  and  aaaunnce. 
Pleaee  you  to  ait  down." 

The  Lady  Lochleven  obeyed  Ihe  Queen's  cmn- 
manda,  andltoland  performed  Ihe  office  of  car%'er  and 
itiendani  aa  usua!.  But,  notvrithsianding  what  the 
Queen  hsd  said,  the  meal  was  silent  enif  unsocial  i 
and  every  effbri  which  Msry  msde  to  excite  wima 
oonvenation,  died  away  under  the  solemn  and  chill 
— '■—  of  ihe  Lady  of  Lochleven.    AI  length  it  bo- 

lain  that  the  Queen,  who  bad  conaidcied  these 

advances  aa  a  condescenaion  on  her  part,  and  who 
[nqued  herself  jually  on  her  powcre  of  pleasing,  be- 
came oflended  attherepuleive  conduct  of  her  hoKlcn. 
After  looking  wilh  a  EagikiAcant  glance  al  Lady  Flem- 
ing and  Calherine,  ahe  alighEly  shrugged  her  ahoid- 
dera^  andremsinedeilenl.  a pmiae  enaoed.  at  Iho end 
of  which  Ihe  Lady  Douglas  spokei — "I  perceive, 
madam,  I  am  a  check  on  the  mu'tb  of  this  fair  com- 
pany. 1  pray  you  lo  e»eu90  me— I  am  a  widow- 
alone  here  in  B  moat  perilous  charge— deaerted  by  my 
grandson— betrayed  by  my  servant— 1  am  Utile  woi^ 
thy  of  Ihe  giBc*  you  do  nie  in  offenng  me  a  seal  at 
your  table,  where  I  am  aware  Uiat  wii  ana  pastime 
are  usually  expected  &om  the  gueata." 

"  If  Ihe  Lady  Lochleven  is  aerious,"  said  the  Queen, 
"  we  wonder  by  what  nmphcity  she  expects  our  pre- 
seni  meala  to  be  eeaeoned  with  mirth.  If  ahe  ib  a 
widow,  sbe  Utcs  honoured  and  uneoDtrolled,  at  tho 
head  of  herlate  husband's  household.  But  I  linow  at 
least  of  one  widowed  woman  in  tho  world,  before 
whom  the  words  desertion  and  betrayal  ought  never 

lerly  Bcquainled  with  their  import." 

"1  raeanl  not,  madam,  10  remind  you  of  your  mis- 
foTttuies,by  the  mention  of  mine,"  auBwered  the  Lady 
Lochleven,  and  there  was  again  a  deep  silence. 

Maryatlength  addreseedLady Fleming.  "Wacan 


lis 
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ance.  If  thoa  hast  adjusted  my  wimple  amin,  my 
Flemin^^  or  if  Catherine  hath  made  a  wry  stitch  in 
her  broiaery,  when  she  was  thinking  of  something 
else  tlian  her  work,  or  if  Roland  Grsme  hath  nussed 
a  wild-duck  on  the  win^  and  broke  a  quarrel-pane* 
of  glass  in  the  turret  wwdow,  as  chanced  to  nim  a 
we^  since,  now  is  the  time  to  think  on  your  sins  and 
to  repent  of  them." 

"  Madam,  I  speak  with  all  reverence,"  said  the  Lady 
Locbleven ;  '^  but  I  am  old,  and  claim  the  privilege  of 
age.  Methinks  your  followers  might  find  fitter  sub- 
j^ts  for  repentance  than  the  trifles  you  mention,  and 
so  mention — once  more,  I  crave  your  pardon — as  if 
you  jested  with  sin  and  repentance  both." 

"  You  have  been  our  taster,  Lady  Locbleven,"  said 
the  Queen,  "  I  perceive  you  would  eke  out  your  duty 
with  that  of  om-  Father  Confessor— and  since  you 
choose  that  our  conversation  should  be  serious,  may 
I  ask  you  why  the  Regent's  promise— since  your  son 
■o  styles  himself— has  not  Seen  kept  to  me  in  that 
respect  1  From  time  to  time  this  promise  has  been 
renewed,  and  as  constantly  broken.  Methinks  those 
^ho  pretend  themselves  to  so  much  gravity  and  sanc- 
tity, should  not  debar  from  others  the  religious  suc- 
cours which  their  consciences  require." 

"  Madam,  the  Earl  of  Murray  was  indeed  weak 
enough,"  said  the  Lady  Locbleven.  "  to  give  so  far 
way  to  your  unhappy  prejudicesj  ana  a  religioner  of 
the  Pope  presentea  himself  on  his  part  at  our  town  of 
Kinross.  But  the  Douglas  is  Lord  of  his  own  castle, 
and  will  not  permit  his  threshold  to  be  darkened,  no, 
not  for  a  single  moment,  by  an  emissary  belonging  to 
the  Bishop  of  Rome." 

*'  Methinks  it  were  well,  then,"  said  Mary,  "  that 
my  Lord  Regent  would  send  me  where  there  is  less 
scruple  and  more  charity." 

"In  this,  madam,"  answered  the  Lady  Locbleven, 
"^ou  mistake  the  nature  both  of  charity  and  of  reh- 
gion.  Charity  giveth  to  those  who  are  in  delirium  the 
medicaments  wnich  may  avail  their  health,  but  refuses 
those  enticing  cates  and  liquors  which  please  the 
palate,  but  augment  the  disease." 

"  This  your  charity.  Lady  Locbleven^  is  pure  cruelty, 
imder  the  hypocritical  disguise  of  fr^naly  care.  I 
am  oppressed  amongst  you  as  if  you  meant  the  de- 
struction both  of  my  biody  and  soul ;  but  Heaven 
will  not  endure  such  iniquity  for  ever,  and  they  who 
are  the  most  active  agents  in  it  may  speedily  expect 
their  reward." 

At  this  moment  Randal  entered  the  apartment,  with 
a  look  80  much  perturbed,  that  the  Lady  Fleming 
uttered  a  faint  scream,  the  Queen  was  obvioudy  start- 
led, and  the  Lady  of  lAKhhven^  though  too  bold  and 
Eroud  to  evince  any  matked  signs  of  alarm,  asked 
astily  what  was  the  matter? 
'*  Dryfesdale  has  been  slain,  madam,"  was  the  reply, 
"  murdered  as  soon  as  he  gained  the  dry  land  by  young 
Master  Henry  Seyion." 

It  was  now  Catherine's  turn  to  start  and  grow  pale— 
"  Has  the  murderer  of  the  Douglas's  vassal  escaped  7" 
was  the  Lady's  hasty  question. 

''There  was  none  to  challenge  him  but  old  Keltic, 
and  the  carrier  Auchtermuchty,"  replied  Randal; 
"unlikelv  men  to  stay  one  of  the  frackestt  youths  in 
Scotland  of  his  years,  and  who  was  sure  to  have 
friends  and  partakers  at  no  great  distance." 
"  Was  the  deed  completed  7"  said  the  Lady. 
**Done,  and  done  thoroughly,"  saki  Randal;  "a 
Seyton  seldom  strikes  twice— But  the  body  was  not 
despoiled,  and  your  honour's  packet  goes  forward  to 
Edinburgh  by  Auchtermuchty,  who  leaves  Keltie- 
Bridge  early  to-morrow— many^  he  has  drunk  two 
bottles  of  aquavits  to  put  the  Iright  out  of  his  head, 
and  now  sleeps  them  off  beside  his  cart-avers."t 

There  was  a  pause  when  this  fatal  tale  was  told. 
The  Queen  and  Lady  Dowlas  looked  on  each  other, 
as  if  each  thought  how  she  could  best  turn  the  inci- 
dent to  her  own  advanta^ge  in  the  controversy,  which 
was  continually  kept  alive  betwixt  them— Oathoine 
Seyton  kept  her  kerchief  at  her  eyes,  and  wept. 

•  Diamond-shaped  ;  lilcrallf,  (bnoed  like  Uw  head  oft  fvar- 
rei,  or  arrow  for  the  eroa^bow. 
!  B«lde«i-nio«t  forward. 


"  Yon  see,  madam,  the  bloody  maziins  and  pnetioe 
of  the  deluded  papiata,"  saki  Lady  Lochkren. 

"  Nay.  madany'  replied  the  Queen,  **  say  itttfas*  |m 
see  the  oesenred  judgment  of  Heaven  upon  a  Camft- 
istical  poisoner.'^ 

"  Dry£eadale  waa  not  of  the  Church  of  G^eoera,  or 
of  Scotland,"  aaid  the  Lady  LocUereii,  hasbty. 

"  He  was  a  heretic,  however,"  replied  Marr ;  '^  tben 
is  but  one  true  and  unerring  ginde;  the  otAcrs  lead 
alike  into  error." 

"  Well  madam.  I  trust  it  will  reconcile  vou  to  yooi 
retreat,  that  this  deed  shows  the  temper  oithooe  who 
might  wish  you  at  liberty.  Bloodthirsty  tyranta,  and 
cruel  man-quellers  are  they  all,  from  the  Cian-RanaU 
and  Clan-Tosach  in  the  north,  to  the  Fcmiherst  and 
Buccleuch  in  the  south — the  murdering  SeyKMis  m 
the  eastj  and" 

'*  Methinks,  madam,  you  forget  that  I  am  a  Seytanr 
said  Catherine,  withdrawing  her  kerchief  front  b« 
face,  which  was  now  coloured  with  indignation. 

"  If  I  had  forgot  it,  fair  mistress,  your  wrwaid  be«- 
ing  would  have  reminded  roe,"  aaid  Lady  Lochlevea 
If  my  brother  haa  slain  the  villain  that  wooU 
have  poisoned  his  Sov^^ign,  and  hia  aiater,"  said 
Catherine,  "I  am  only  so  far  sorry  that  be  abovid 
have  spared  the  hangman  his  proper  taak.  Poraogkt 
further,  had  it  been  the  best  Douglas  in  the  iandfbe 
would  have  been  honoured  in  falling  by  the  Seytoii't 
sword." 

"Farewell,  gay  mistress,"  said  the  Lady  of  Lock- 
leven,  rising  to  withdraw;  **it  is  such  maidens  as 
you,  who  make  giddy- fashioned  revellers  and  deadly 
brawlers.  Boys  must  needs  ris&  forsooth,  in  tM 
grace  of  some  sprightly  damsel,  who  thinks  to  dance 
through  life  as  through  a  French  gailiard."  She 
then  made  her  reverence  to  the  Queen,  and  added. 
"Do  you  also,  madam,  ibxe  you  well,  till  corfaw 
time,  when  I  will  make,  perchance,  more  bold  than 

welcome  in  attending  iroon  your  supper-boiutL 

Come  with  me,  Randal,  and  tell  me  nxne  of  thia 
cruel  fact" 

"  'Tis  an  extraordinary  chance^"  said  the  Queen. 
when  she  had  departed;  "and.  villain  aa  he  was,  1 
would  this  man  had  been  spared  time  for  reipentanoe. 
We  will  cause  something  to  be  done  for  hia  aool,  if 
we  ever  attain  our  liberty,  and  the  Church  wUl  permit 
such  ^ce  to  a  heretic— But,  tell  me,  Catnenne^ 
ma  mtenonru — this  brother  of  thine,  who  is  Bo/racL 
as  the  fellow  called  him,  bears  he  the  same  wooder&l 
likeness  to  thee  as  formeriy  ?" 

"If  your  Grace  means  m  temper,  yon  know  whe- 
ther I  am  BO /rack  as  the  serving-man  spc^e  him." 

"  Nay,  thou  art  prompt  enotigh  in  all  reaeonabte 
conscience,"  relied  the  Queen ;  "  But  thou  art  my 
own  darling  notwithstanding— But  I  meant,  is  thi* 
thy  twin-brother  as  like  thee  m  form  and  features  as 
formeriy  ?  I  remember  thy  dear  mother  alleged  it  as 
a  reason  for  destining  thee  to  the  veil,  that,  were  ye 
both  to  go  at  large,  thou  wouldst  surely  get  the  credit 
of  some  of  thy  brother's  mad  pranks. '^ 

"  I  believe,  madam."  said  Catherine,  "  there  are 
some  unusually  simple  people  even  yet,  who  can 
hardly  distinguish  betwixt  us,  espedaUy  when,  for 
diversion's  sake,  my  brother  nath  taken  a  female 
dress," — and,  as  she  spoke,  she  gave  a  quick  glance 
at  Roland  Grsme,  to  whom  this  oonversaiion  convey- 
ed a  ray  of  Ught,  welcome  as  ever  streamed  into  the 
dungeon  of  a  captive  through  the  door  which  opened 
to  give  him  freedom. 
'^He  must  be  a  handsome  cavalier  thia  brother  of 


thine,  if  he  be  so  Uke  you,"  r^Ued  Mary.    "  He 
in  France,  I  think,  for  these  late  years,  so  that  I  aaw 
him  not  at  Holyrood." 

"  His  looks,  madam,  have  never  boen  much  fbond 
fault  with."  answered  Catherine  Seyton;  "but  I 
would  he  had  less  of  that  angry  and  heady  epim 
which  evil  times  have  encouraged  amongst  our 
young  nobles.  God  knows,  I  grudge  not  his  life  m 
your  Grace's  quarrel;  and  love  him  for  the  willing- 
ness with  which  he  labours  for  your  rescua  Bat 
wherefore  should  he  brawl  with  an  old  ruffianly 
aervingman,  and  stain  at  once  his  name  with  such  • 
broiL  and  his  hands  with  the  blood  of  an  old  and 
ignoble  wretch?" 
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"  Nay,  be  patienl,  Calluriiia  t  1  will  aol  h>m  tiun 
traduce  my  galJaal  yauoa  koifiht.  Witli  Heofy  Ibt 
jot  kniRtal,  eod  Solsnd  Orama  br  mr  mulr  Kruilai 
meihinli*  I  am  like  a  jaineau  of  ronuuicc^  who  may 
ahorll]'  eel  BldeSaDcetheduDgeonaaud  ihia  weapOBi 
oT  all  wicked  eorcerere.— Bui  my  bead  achea  wilb  the 
agiiation  of  tbe  day.  Take  me  La  Mo-  dm  iRifariro, 
and  renune  where  we  left  off  on  Wedneadey.— Onr 
Lady  bdp  thy  head,  8iil,or  rather  may  rite  bdp  Ihy 
heani— I  adied  thee  lor  the  Sea  af  Hialoriea,  and 
thou  haal  broudit  La  CranifutifAmma  :" 

ODoe  embaiked  upon  the  Sea  uf  Histatiae,  the 
ttueeo  coadnued  her  labours  with  hot  needle,  while 
Lady  Flemins  Vid  Catheriae  read  lo  her  alleraately 
Ibr  two  faonn. 

Aa  to  Roland  Omme,  it  ii  probable  that  he~con- 
tinueci  in  lecrei  inteai  upon  the  Chranicle  of  Lots, 
noiwitbiUiidiag  the  cenauia  which  the  Queen 
■eemed  to  pua  upoD  that  branch  of  study.    Ha  now 

mannsr,  which,  had  hia  own  prepQiaeiaion  been  leaa, 
must  Burely  hare  diacrimiaaied  tbe  broiher  from  the 
nauri  and  he  fell  aahamed,  that,  harina  as  il  were 
by  heart  every  particular  of  Cathsrine^e  geetuna, 
vrorde,  and  manoen,  ba  ahould  bare  tboiiKfat  her, 

X"       bar  epitits  and  levity,  capable  of 
Id  atu  loud  loaea,  and  Ibiwud 

,  .rhicb  accorded  wall   enough  wilb  her 

brolher'a  haity  and  masculine  character.  He  en- 
deavoured repeatedly  to  catch  a  dance  of  Catheiiiie'a 
me,  that  he  might  jadKe  how  mm  waa  diiposed  to 

6>k  upon  him  nnce  bje  had  made  tbe  discovery,  but 
waa  uoncoessful ;  for  Catheiiae,  when  she  was 
Dot  readiDS  heraelC  aeemed  to  take  so  much  inlarest 
in  the  exploita  of  lite  Teutonic  knighls  against  the 
Haathena  of  Esthonia  and  Livoiua^al  he  could  not 
aurptiaa  her  eye  even  ibr  a  second.  But  whan,  doaiiig 
Ihe  book,  the  Queen  eomiuanded  their  altendan 


iporlunity  of 
aanded  them 


the  eanun,  Mary,  perfaapa  of  sat  putpoee,  (Ibr 
land^  aoiiely  could  not  eacape  aa  pricliseil  an 
tervB^  aflbtded  bim  a  favourable  opporluni 
acoaaiiaghieDUBtrHiB.  The  Queen  coridudi'  ' 
to  a  little  distance,  while  ^  engaged  Lady 
in  a  particular  and  private  conversation ;  tbe  subject 
whereot  we  learn  from  another  auihority,  to  have 
been  the  oomparative  excellence  of  the  high  stsndiog 
ruff  and  the  fsUinR  band,  [bdand  must  have  been 
duller  and  more  abeepish  than  ever  was  jiouthfal 
lover,  if  he  had  not  endeavoured  to  avail  hunself  of 
this  apportoniiy. 

"  I  have  been  longing  this  whole  evening  to  a: 
of  rou,  fair  Catherine,"  aaid  Iha  page,  "  how  bolii 
and  uaapprehensiTe  you  must  havs  Ihought  me, 
bong  capable  to  mill  ate  belwiil  you  brother  ai 

my  niiiic  manneia,"  nid  Catherine,  "  since  those  of 
a  wild  young  man  were  •□  readily  mistaken  for  mina 
But  1  sbBlTgiow  wiser  in  time;  and  with  tbat  view 
I  am  delermuied^not  to  think  of  your  folliee^  but  li 

"It  will  be  theligblermbject  of  meditation  of  lh( 
two/'  said  Roland. 

"1  know  nol  that,"  said  Cilherine,  ve^  gnvelyi 
"I  fear  we  have  beenbotb  ntipardonably  fboBsh." 

"  I  have  been  mad,"  aaid  Roland,  "  unpanlonabl] 
mad.     But  you,  lovely  Catherine" 

"  I,"  said  Cslherine,  in  the  ssme  tone  of  unuaua. 
gravity,.  "  have  too  long  suttetad  you   lo  uss  such 

towards  mo— I  (ear  I  can  permit  it  no 

'  "     e  myaelf  for  the  pain  it  may  vve 

ened  so  suddenly  1 

,^ er,  or  alter  with  anc 

sudden  cruelty,  your  whole  deportment  umel" 

"  I  can  hnidl)'  tell,"  tepbed  Calheriae,  "  unleas  .. 
is  that  the  evenla  of  the  day  have  impressed  on  my 
mind  the  neceasily  of  our  obaerving  tnore  diatance  to 
each  other.  A  chance  Bimilar  lo  that  which  betrayed 
to  you  theeiietenceof  mybiolher.may  make  known 
lo  Henry  the  tenns  you  have  used  to  me :  and^  alas  1 
hia  whole  conduct,  as  well  as  his  deed  this  day 
makes  me  too  justly  spprttienave  of  the  conse- 
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lian  for  ons  moment— 1  loog  lo  thraw  mj  plate  at  t  aha  would  never  dnun  iba  wm  poaee— ed  of  ib« 
ibtc  confecl  of  pnae,  and  fortnality,  and  lU-uaturxl"  I  wmiw." 
The  La(t>'  FUmiiiB  ipprimauded  ht 


ihtc^confecl  of  piwe,  and  fortnali^, 

I  of  JmpotHuice  ^  the  Qnaei 


le  (luaea ;      oui  ineo  lor  m  *o^S^  '^ 
"TU  of  labonritiB  BaobaFTTeid  T 

'■  forge,  at  which  1  uaed  Eometim. 
,  U  [M  RKuid  tbdIi  at  ihe  bottom  o( 
aa  diimiaaed  with  tbe  wardet  hi 
amnch  attached  to  QfOTgcI>iMie{ai 
cnaiomed  to  aee  me  bnaj  tli«n^  asd 
find  aomeeicuae  thai  will  p«ae  ntr- 
loi  poltiDg  bellowa  aiMl  tJtrg  lo 

kaa  a  proiniaing  boa,"  aaid  tin 
,  my  la^  with  oir^weilaiHl  bawin 
r  work  ia  not  diamrered." 


oil  alieadyr'  aaid  Caiherioe. 
replied  Roland ;  "  Grmirr  the  at- 
r  BOod  hUDmarmBn,  lock*  litmadf 
m  toiaa  maaUinece  at  er*fL    Be- 
nual  bs  ridwd." 

I  to-tiifdit,"  aaid  ifae  QuoCTt,  "aari 
ay  cbildnn  I—If  Maiy'a  bevl  mf 
,  you  eboU  alJ  riae  alonH  with  ha.' 


AFTER   XXXY. 


}f  Roland  Qnmie  appeared  lo  pn»- 
r  two,  of  which  Ihe  work  iM  txn 
laca,  ubr  the  malariah  were  dnt. 
laen,)  woa  indicioua>r  pnaented  la 
M  he  mqmmiTe  into  ibe  labonn  of 
II,  which  tiay  Ihua  woe  IihIdohI  to 
lo  olbeta,  and  hanaliM  in  ilarif; 
«aa  aaen  wmkinK  al 
ed  a  number  of  kori 
Md  in  bam  Ihoee  wtodi  WMe  pre- 
ing  10  the  I^y  Lodileren,  thai,  on 
I,  It  would  ln>e  been  difficolt  tofxr- 
t.  Ha  bnw^t  tbem  to  tba  dait 
>e  Dae  of  aali  and  water  i  and.  n 
■  art,  presented  them  at  bngih  to 
srjRaeoce-obainber,  about  an  taaui 
oTiha  curfew.  She  looked  at  ikcai 
I  at  the  aama  time  with  donbi.— "t 
"  [bat  the  I^dy  Lochleven'a  eyea, 
the  cleorpBt,  may  be  well  deoiwd, 
ea  key-  on  btr  ld  place  of  the  real 
IT  tyranny.  Bui  how  ia  tbta  lo  b* 
of  Diy  Itiile  conn  dan  aliaaipt  lbi> 
ivilh  any  chatiee  of  aoiMnaal  CoiU 
ler  in  aame  eameat  matter  of  oivi- 
Hhicb  1  hold  with  hw,  always  ba» 
'hich  make  her  araaii  her  keyi  Ine 
lid  to  hmdf-HerellKdd  wbataeu 
imta  and  rqiroacbes — And  evea  fbr 


r  herelonienoe  in  deacrilnnK  iba  Ital 
n  Paris  1—Alaa  I  the  good  Ame  b«> 
bifaion  of  bet  head-sear  ainee  ?■>• 
Iihallknow.    Shall  my  iiiifiw>ai< 

0  bar  one  of  Ihoae  taudniw  ain 
very  aoul*  out  of  me  and  KolaM 

Dune  HatRBiel  Dooglaa  woolil 
unenot  paalm  of  Clement  HaiM 
a  Rftcilla  TVUM,  btUc  mrfwnit.- 
icounaellon,  what  talo  be  doMfiil 
raatrayin  this  matlorl — Mum  <>at 

1  tbe  diampion  of  am  hody,  Bileaa 
r  BiaBuli  Ihe  old  lady,  and  lak*  >k« 
rn»adu/a<(7" 


L 
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"each  annsd  with  rock  and  ■piniUei  jet  he  hta  no 
laocy  (or  pik»  and  pactiNiaB,  which  nuflht  rue  at  Ibe 
cry  at  Bdp  I  a  Dou^lai,  o  Doaglat  J" 

'*  Thev  Lhit  do  noi  feu  fair  ladiea'  longusa,"  COD- 
tinued  iha  page,  "  need  dread  nothing  eUe. — BuL 
grocioua  Liese,  I  am  well  nish  ulitfied  ihal  I  could 
paaa  the  eichaiiRs  of  these  koys  on  the  Lady  Loch- 
teven J  bui  I  dreiul  the  BcniiBel  who  ia  now  planted 
□igbily  in  the  guden,  which,  by  necessity,  we  moat 

"Our  last  advicoB  from  our  friend  on  the  shore 
have  proruisad  us  ossislaace  in  that  matlsr,"  replied 

"  And  19  your  Grace  well  assured  of  the  Gdeltly  >i>d 

wBlchfiilnesaof  ihoae  wilhoall" 

"Por  their  fidelity,  I  will  aoawer  with  my  life,  and 
for  their  vigilance,  I  will  aaiwer  with  my  Me.  I  will 
give  ihsd  instwni  proof,  my  faithful  Roland,  that  they 
are  iagenuoua  anil  irasty  as  thyself.  Come  hither— 
Nay,  Catherine,  attetid  its;  —  —  —  ''"''  " 


Uic  least  aiep— or  si: 
rino."  (ins  whisper) 

again  shs 


r  Calhe 
hy  euro  and  iny  wits  nre  bo'l 
ig,  attend  us  thyself"— (a 

land  as  thine  • 

i  speaking,  they  were  lighted  by  the  Lady 
rieming  into  the  Qjteen's  bodroom,  a  small  aparl- 
mnal  BnUghleDed  by  a  projeciing^indow. 

"Look  from  Ihal  window,  KalaniL"  she  aaid  i 
"  aeo  you  amonasl  tlic  several  lightB  which  begin  to 
kindle,  and  to  ghmmar  palely  through  the  gray  of  the 
eianing  from  the  village  of  Einroes— aeaat  Ihoo,  I 
■ay,  ond  solitary  spark  apart  from  the     ''- —    --' 


this  diBIance 
oMary' 


vena  of  the  water? — It  is  do 

»  than  the  lordi  of  the  nxir 

•uth,  that  light  is 


ewan  than  eve^  alar  that  twin 
L  of  heaven.  Hy  that  signal,  \ 
L  one  true  heart  are  plotting  mi 


ueuTur&nce;  auu  wiini 

the  hope  of  fceodom  it  «ive ,  . „  

suopad  to  my  ble,  and  died  of  B  brokan  heart.  Plar. 
afterjdaa  boa  been  fbnned  and  obandoneil,  but  still 
the  Iwht  jgUmmtfi;  and  while  it  glitiii 


IS  li^t  elinima 
res.— orbow  m 


m  wddeDly  ktndled,  and,  L 


inv  uut  uuuu,  mi  uiuaer'iune,  an 

dent  occurred.    While  Lady  Douglas  „ 

petibtniad  her  daily  duty  of  asaistanl  and  taster  at 
the  Queea'a  labia,  abe  was  told  a  man-at-arms  bad 
arrived  recommended  by  her  son,  but  without  any 
letter  or  other  token  than  vrtiBt  be  brought  by  word 

"Hath  be  given  you  (hat  Idten  V  demanded  the 

for  your  Ladyship's 


my  presence,    said  the  UiHsn.l  cannot  choose  — 

'' Mv  inlirmiliiH  must  plead  my  excuse,  madam 

replied  the  Lady:  "the  life  I  must  lead  here  ill  aui 

with  the  years  which  have  passeci  over  my  head,  ai 

"O,  my  good  Lady,"  replied  the  Queen,  "I  won 
there  were  naught  in  this  your  caatle  mora  strong 

iced  by  Randal  e 


I  see  that  bisassd  nanal;  when 

led,  and,  like  the  ligfata  of  Saint 
jsl.  brought  hope  and  conaolatioii, 
i  only  dejection  and  denuirl" 

not,''  anawered  Roland,  "  dfl  candle 

aluDca  from  the  house  of  Blinkhoolie,  the  mail-gar- 

"Thou  bast  a  good  eye,"  aaid  (he  Oueeai)  "it  ia 
there  where  my  trusty  lieges— Clod  and  the  sainia 
pour  bleaainiie  on  them  [—hold  consolration  tor  my 
deliverance.  Ilie  voice  of  a  wretched  csntive  woold 
die  on  these  blue  waters,  long  ere  it  could  niiiigle  in 
Ibcir  conned ;  and  yet  I  can  bold  oominunication— I 
will  confide  the  whole  to  ihee— 1  am  about  to  ask 
those  faithful  frienda,  if  the  mamant  for  the  creat 
■nsmpt  ia  nigfa— Plai»  the  lamp  in  the  window, 
Plotmng." 

She  obeyed,  and  immedialely  withdrew  it.  No 
sooner  bad  she  done  so.  than  the  light  in  the  cottage 
of  tbs  ganlener  disappeared. 

"«ow  count,"  aaid  Queen  Maiy,  "fat  my  heart 
boats  BO  thick  thai  I  cannot  count  myselC 

The  Lady  Pleining  began  delibemtely  to  count 
one,  two,  three,  and  when  ahs  had  arrived  at  ten,  the 
hght  on  the  ahora  again  ahowed  its  pale  twir^e. 

^'Now,  our  Ladybepraisedl"  said  the  Queen i  " it 
was  bnit  two  nighta  aince,  that  the  absence  of  the 
light  remained,  while  I  could  tell  thirty.  The  hour  of 
deliTerance  approaches.  May  CJod  bless  thoae  who 
labour  in  it  with  such  truth  to  mel— alasl  with  sucb 
hauuil  to  ihemsslvea— and  bless  you  loot  my  chil- 
■  I — Coma  we  meat  to  the  audience-chiunber 
"ur  absence  raighl  excite  au^i 


•St. 


Eloland  Gne 
It  AmbroaiuH. 
e,  giwd  feliow  J"  aaid_tbs  I^dy. 


sweied  ibe  Abbot,  w 


ood  of  the  Knight  of  AvenelT' 
that  nearly,"  replied  the  prs- 


"inT'a"ro''»i3 
m  iswelcome  to  UB.  Vou  hold, 
ue  fsitb  1" 
t,  madam,"  aaid  the  disgoisad 


"In  [he  wottIs  of  an  old  bard,"  replied  the  Abbot. 
"  Repeat  them,"  answered  the  Lady ;  and  he  uttered, 
I  a  low  tone,  the  Unea  from  an  old  poem,  called  Tha 


o,  Dooflail  I>«iitasi 


id  the  Lady  Dou- 
inder  heart  never 
ihonour  wasover 

see  that  he  keqj 


ctirad,  (be  Qnssn 

1       ...  .     ,,    _  ..        ifortin  thatstran- 

ger'a  coimtenance  i  I  know  not  why  it  should  be  M, 
bnt  I  am  wdl  persuaded  he  is  afrieiM." 

"Your  Orace'e  poneltation  does  not  deceive  yon, 
anawered  the  page ;  and  ho  informed  herthal  the  Ab- 
bot of  Saint  Mary's  himself  played  the  part  of  the 


liind,'>i«lhe, 

ance.    I  did  not  ihink  .„„  —  - —  , -. 

hivB  ceased  lo  believe  ihai  Henry  wu  [he  ume  per- 

narked  you  not  bow  aatuciously  (he  aood 
'    ■     "     Hn,  "eluded  the  questions  of  tbe 

,  .^'lling  liar  the  veiy  Iruih,  which 

yet  she  received  not  as  such  1" 
RolBod  ihoiiRht  in  hiji  iieait^inai  when  the  truUi 


fither."  said  ihe  (iaeen,  "eluded  the  que 
M^fdocavi] 


u  little 


•^y 


iw  for  the  sianid  from  IheshoreT'eiclsinicd 

Catherine  i  "  my  boaom  lel[>  me  <Ke  ihnll  see  this 
night  (wo  lisfais  instead  of  one  gleun  from  that  gar- 
den of  Eden— And  then,  Roland,  do  you  play  your 
pan  maDfiilty,  and  we  wdl  dance  on  the  green-awanl 
like  midnigbt  faiiies  I" 

Cothetine'ii  conjecture  miinave  not,  nor  deceived 
h«.    In  the  evetims  two  beams  twinkled  from  the 
inatead  of  one;  and  the  page  heard,  with 


news  to  the  Queen,  she  held  her  hand 

out  to  him— he  knelt,  and  when  he  roisai  It  to  his 
lipa  in  ail  dutiful  homage,  he  found  it  was  damp  and 
cold  as  marble-     "For  Ood^s  sake,  madam,  droop 

"  Call  upon  Our  Lad)r,  my  I  Jege,"  said  the  Lady 
Fleming—   call  upon  your  lulelsr  saint." 

"  Cau  ibe  spirits  of  the  hundred  kinss  you  are  de- 
scended from!"  exclaimed  the  page;  in  this  hour 
of  need,  the  resolution  of  a  monarch  were  worth  the 
aid  of  a  hundred  sainta." 

"01  Roland  Omnie,"aaldMary,in  a  tone  of  deep 
deqjondency,  "  be  tnie  (o  me— many  hai    ' 
Id  me,  Atas  I  1  have  net  alwsye  been  iru 
H)r  mind  miiKives  me  that  I  shall  die 

and  that  tbia  bold  attempt  will  coat  all  c— .. 

r ij  —  v..  n  gjnlbsafcr  ui  France,  (hst  I 


ould  di 


It  death,  and  here 


10  God  it  found  n 


ipre- 


Madam,"  aaid  Catherine  Seyti 
Better  we  all  died  1 
freedom,  than  re 


ing  to  gain  our  frcedoi 

GIBoned,  as  man  rid  tht 


'  eaid  the  Queen ;  ' 


young  and  hi 


and  buoyant  spini  con  itt  spelt   the    . 

■^     '  -        Forgive  me,  my  chiiuren, 

-„. „.  _  _— I  will  piepore  both  mind 

and  body  for  this  awfiil  venture." 

They  ■eparaled,  till  ainin  called  together  by  Ihe 
tolling  of  the  curfew.  The  Queen  appeared  siave, 
but  firm  and  resolved;  Ihe  Lady  Fleming,  with  thr 
art  of  an  eiperienced  courtier,  knew  perfectly  how  Ci 
disguise  her  inward  Iremora;  Caihanne's  eye  wai 
irojcct,  and  thi 


half  smile  which  i 
seemed  to  contem: 
quanccB  of  discove 


the  lisk  and  all  tl 
Inland,  who  felt  h 


niful   mouth 


>e  iBbk.H 


1Cb*».  xxxt. 

hich,  like  that  of  tin 

^— . , It,  commanded  a  view  of  KmroM, 

with  the  church,  which  stands  at  some  distance  fnin 

the  [own  by  airugUng  cottages.  With  b*"-  l>*,-k  n 
the  casement,  then,  and  her  face  to  ihi 

which  the  keys  lav*  for  an  inelant  while  ah 

vaTi<^is  diehpfl  which  were  placed  iher^  stood  ttc 
Lady  of  I.achleven,  more  provokingly  iorent  Ihu 
usual — so  at  least  it  seemed  to  her  prisoiiera — utvi 
the  huge  and  heavy  bunch  of  iron,  the  implements  ti 
ihdi  realraint.  Just  when,  haTina  finished  bWccn- 
monv  aa  laalar  of  the  Queen's  table,  At  was  abon 
lo  take  up  the  keva,  the  pase,  who  stood  beaide  b», 

aDd  bad  haaoHl  her  the  diahes  in  a iiain,  kwkal 

sidewiae  to  the  churchyard,  and  eiclain>ed  be  aaw 
corpse-candles  in  the  vault.  The  Lady  of  Lochk- 
ven  was  not  withODl  a  touch,  tbougfa  a  sliKhi  oar,  d 
the  supers  titioDB  of  Ihe  time ;  Ihe  fate  of  bet  uaa 
made  nerahve  to  omens,  and  a  corpse-light,  as  it  wit 
called,  in  the  family  bunal-place,  boded  death.  Sbe 
turned  her  head  towards  the  casemenl— saw  adia- 
Unt  giimmenng—forgoi  her  charae  for  one  aecoiid, 
and  m  Ibal  second  were  lost  the  whole  fmits  of  ba 
former  vigilance.  The  page  held  the  foi^  keyi  un- 
der hie  cloak,  and  with  great  dexterity  cxchangBi 
them  (or  Ihe  real  ones.  His  utmost  address  could  not 
prevent  a  sligfai  clash  as  he  took  up  the  lalUt  boarii. 
"Who  touches  thekevs?"  eoid  iheLsd):;  and  wbik 
the  ]>age  answered  that  the  sleeve  of  his  cloak  had 
stirred  them,  she  looked  round,  poaseBsed  heiseif  of 
the  bunch  which  now  occupied  the  place  of  the  gam- 
ine keys,  and  again  turned  to  gaie  at  Ihe  aoppaacd 
'orese-candles. 
*M  bold  tbesn  irinainii."  ^ie  said,  aftv  a  moment'i 
not  from  Ibe  chnrcbnni 
—  ■  ■     it    I 


IhoU 

consideration,     tu  come,  n_    , 

bat  from  lbs  hut  of  Ibe  old  midener  Blinkboolie.  I 
woiuier  what  thrift  that  cbml  drina,  that  of  late  bi 
hsth  pver  had  hriit  in  bia  hooae  til]  U""  ---'--  -  - 
thought  him  an  indueoioo^  p> 


If  he  turns 

walkers,  the  place 
"  He  may  work 


■^Srm 


.  the  train  of  her  ni 

a  maybe  not!"  anawered  tht 
am,    aaid  Ra1and_, "  for  trout  and  aalmoD." 


-  --  -.er  aUAiiaon. 

iwered  the  Lady. 
iiHi.  "  for  trout  and  aalm  ~ 
a,    replied  the  Lady: 


Grace  and  your  company  a  good  evening,— Randal, 
attend  us.  And  Randal,  who  watted  in  the  aate- 
chamber  after  having  auriEndered  his  bunch  of  ke^ 

Sve  bis  escorl  to  his  mistress  ae  usual,  whil^  leavmi 
;  Queen'a  apartments,  she  retired  U  her  own. 

"To-morrowT"  said  the  page;  mbbing  his  hsadi 
witbgleeaahe  repeated  the  Lady's  last  words^  "fboli 
look  to  to-morrow,  and  wise  folk  use  to-nlgbt.— Mir 
I  prey  you,  iny  gracious  Liege,  to  retire  for  one  half 
hour,  until  all  the  costle  is  composed  to  rest  1  1  must 
go  and  mb  with  oil  these  bleaivd  implements  of  our 
freedom.  Courage  and  constancy,  and  all  will  go 
well.  provid«lourfriendsonlheBhorefailnottOBei>i 
the  boat  you  «JOke  of." 

"Fear  them  not,"  aaid  Catberineh  "th^  are  Him 

noble  and  royal  courage."* 

"Doiibtnot  me,  Cathenne,"replied  ibeQueen:  "a 
while  since  I  was  overborne,  hot  I  have  recalled  iht 


^  a!S   S 


if  he  fuunL ,„._-  .„„ , ,. 

upon  Catherint  whom  ne  thought  he  bad  never  seen 
look  so  beautiful.—"  I  may  be  foiled,"  be  thought, 
"  but  with  tbiB  reward  m  proapect,  iney  mual  bring 
the  devil  to  aid  them  ere  they  cross  me."  Thua  re- 
adved,  ba  stood  like  a  greyhound  in  the  alipB,  with 
hand,  heari,  and  eye  intent  upon  making  and  seizing 
omorlunity  for  ihe  execution  of  their  project. 

The  keya  had,  with  the  wonted  ceremonial,  been 
ptMenled  to  the  Lady  Locbleven.    She  iiood  with 
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■pitil  of  taj  Mtliet  and  mora  aprishllr  dari,  when  I    : 


O.lbal -„ 

and  gsyer  sona,  th«[i  the  meriy  •> 
Cathenoe.  "Your  Orare  ehalf  bi 
soon,  nnri  iho  look  of  ai 


lived  wiih  little  or  no  sound  of  reaisliince. 

enlured  not  to  ctom  the  threshold,  hut  oxchang- 
wiih  the  diBguised  Atihot,  asked  if  the 


i1.     "ShaliflObe- 
ahe  will  hardly  eecipe  hia  no- 


iiealh  the  wall,  loo  clo< 
tha  warder,  bm  I  fear  i 
lin  in  palling  off  agatn.' 
"  The  dailinesa,"  raid  (be  page,  "  and  our  profound 

Hildeb'nnd  haa  the  watch  on  the  lowci— a  hesTy- 
headsd  knave,  vho  faolda  a  can  of  ale  to  be  ibe  heat 
head-pieco  upon  a  niglil-watch.    He  alceps  for  a  wa- 


"Then  brin 

ihe  Queen," 

aid  the  Abbot,  "and  I 

will  carry  He 

ry  Seyion  to  asaiai  them  to  the  boat" 

On  tiptoe,  w 

lhnaiaele«gB1e 

trembling  al 

every  rualle  of 
hel^ruriwjnen 

heir  own  appan:!!,  one 

elided  down  the  wind- 

or  Roland  Oneroe,  and 

me  atair,  under  the  ftliidance 

were  receiTO 

al  the  wicket 

Kate  by  Henry  Sevion 

and  the  chore 

hman.    TheformersMmed  inwantlylo 

lake  ui>on  hi 

maelf  iha  whole 

dirociionoftheeiiter- 

.    .  will  conduct  the  Queen— and  thai  youih 
wni  nave  the  bononr  to  euide  Lady  Fleming." 

This  waa  no  timo  lo  dispute  the  arrangement,  al- 
thonsh  it  was  not  that  which  Roland  Gnemo  would 
have  chosen.  Calberine  Sevion.  who  well  knew  the 
Karien  path,  tripped  on  before  like  a  eylph,  rather 


Queen,  bar  i 


Ibrward.  ^V  the  aaaisTance  of  Henry  Seyion — while 
Ibe  Lady  Fleming,  encumbered  wiili  her  feara  and 
her  helpleaanesB,  Roland  Grteme.  who  followed  in 
the  rear,  and  who  bore  under  the  other  arm  apackel 
of  neceaaaries  belongiiiB  to  ihe  Queen.  The  door  of 
the  itardon  which  commumcated  wilh  the  shore  of 
ifae  islet,  yielded  to  one  of  the  keya  of  which  Roland 
had  poBSestcd  himself,  alihoufth  not  until  he  bad 


I.  fhe  ladies  wer 
0  Ihe  side  of  Ihe  la 
itlended  them,  the 

Serton  nlaced  the  Quo 
'---'  -■  aaasi  Cath  -' 

,  aide  before  ,. 

i  Rolatul  Qmme 

BT  Ihe  boat-side, 


Ihen 


innly  led.  partly 


sr.7- 


ing.  "  ForRoIIen,  forgotten  I 


(brine  but  one  halfminuie,"  he  replaced  an  the  shore 

ihefaclplenladyoflhebedchamber.lhrewiheQuecne 

"-^elinlo  Ihe  boat,  and  sped  back  through  iho  gar- 

1  with  the  noiselesB  soeed  (if  a  bitd  on  the  wing. 


rerl^ 

"He  ia  ae  Ime,"  aaid  Cetherrne,  " 

id  that  1  wiU  maintain," 

" B«  ailsat,  minion,"  said  harbrolker, 


a  speed  uf  a  bitd  on 
falae  al  lastl"  aaid  Seyton 

Heaven  ilidl^ 


''Ho' 


wbom  ibsKUdon  belonged,  «id  called  hki  l> 
■h.    Ha  came  ■■  it  ime  wiib  [-' 

broiher,"  uid  the  Abboi,  " 


come  iby  loyil  Hoeea  and 
bcr  hinsdom  1" 
~'        '  miD,  thus  sdmomdicd, 


to  libany  mai  i* 

in  (Itiod  lenni  of  vasch.  E**^  her  Grece  joy  of  ba 
deUTcnnce.  The  fliiMn  reiurited  bim  thiinka  m  the 
m4M  oaciaus  msDner  and  added,  "  li  will  remaiii  le 
ui  to  ^er  some  immediale  reward  foe  f'Tur  fidelity,  tin 
we  wot  well  your  bouae  baa  been  Iodb  the  rafuge  in 
which  our  tntsty  aetvauta  have  mel  lo  con»Ti  iDta- 
aiuea  Tor  our  freedom."  So  najiiDg,  ahe  i^tmd  gold, 
and  added.  "We  will  connder  your  aeiTices  more 
fnnybaieaReT." 

"JCneal,  brotber,"  aaid  the  AUiot,  "  kneel  inataody, 
and  diank  ber  Grace's  kindnne." 

"  Good  brother,  ibai  neri  oDce  a  few  aim  soda 
met  and  ail  aiill  very  manT  yean  younger,  rrpbcd 
the  Kardena,  petUihly,  "  [el  me  do  mine  ackno*- 
ledsmanta  in  my  own  way.  Queens  have  knell  lone 
en  now.  and  in  truth  mr  knees  are  too  old  and  aiiff 
to  band  even  to  thia  lovely'taced  lady.— May  it  pleaK 
your  Oraoe,  if  your  Graoe'a  serrania  have  occtvied 
my  boiiaa,  ao  that  I  could  not  call  it  mine  own— if 
ibey  bava  trodden  down  my  flowera  in  the  leal  of 
Ibeir  midn^t  comjngi  and  Roinga,  and  deatnqred  the 
bopaof  tbe  iiuit  aaaaon,  by  bnngint;  iboirwar-boT» 

r  rendeDce  ae  ftt  fnta 
1,  who  wpald  wil- 


Sffi' 


u  will  cboDte  yc 
le.  I  sm  n  ' 
a  my  grave 


■will,  and  quel  labour." 
iptomiaeyou  fairlr,  ftood  man,"  aaid  the  Qixen, 
"I  wSl  not  make  yonder  caalle  my  reaidence  aeain,  if 
I  can  help  it.  Bui  let  mapieaa  on  you  ibia  miKwy — it 
will  make  some  etnenda  for  the  bavoc  wc  have  made 
in  your  little  galden  aikd  orchard." 

''I  thank  your  Grace,  but  it  will  make  me  not  tbe 
leaal  anenda,"  aaid  the  old  mm.  "The  tuinnl  h- 
bouraofa  whole  year  are  not  ao  eanly  nvlacaf  Kt  bim 
who  baa  perchance  hulifaal  oiki  year  io  baa :  and  be- 
aidea,  ihey  tell  me  I  musi  leave  this  place,  and  become 
a  wanderer  in  mine  old  aKe— I  that  have  nothing  on 
earth  aaviiu  iheae  rruil-treoa,  end  a  kfiM  pwch- 
menlaand  MmLuaecreia  not  worth  knowing.  Aalbr 
sold,  if  I  bad  hned  it,  I  misbl  have  remained  Lon 
Abbot  of  Saint  Hary'e— and  yet,  1  wot  ool- br,  if 
.\hbai  Boniface  be  but  the  poor  peaaani  BUnkhoolift 
bis  aucoaaoi,  the  Abbot  Amunwiua,  ia  atilt  mnamnted 
(or  the  woiae  idid  tbe  gidae  of  a  aword-and-bueUo' 


"Bend  no  knee  to  me,  Lady !  The  UeaaiBK  of  an 
old  mau,  who  ia  no  loniier  an  Abbot,  n  wilfa  ycxt 
over  dale  and  down— 1  near  tbe  tram^iog  of  yoor 

"Farewell,  Fatiier,"  aaid  the  ftueen.  "When  we 
are  once  more  Beaied  at  Uolyrood,  we  will  ntilbca 
forget  thee  nor  thine  iniured  garden." 

''Forget  m  both,"  aaid  the  Ei-Ahboi  Bnoittee, 
"  and  may  God  be  wil  n  you  r 

Aa  ihey  hurried  out  of  the  house,  ther  heard  the  old 
man  talking  and  muttering  to  himaeli;  aahehaatUy 
dicw  bolt  and  bar  behind  ifiem. 

"  Tbe  revenge  of  tbe  Doufdaaeaa  will  Toaefa  ibepaot 
old  man,"  aairf  the  Queen.  '  God  help  me,  I  rain  way 
one  whom  I  ai>piijacb !" 

"HnaBfely  lacatedfor,"  aaid  Seybmi  "be  nuM 
not  remain  hert^  but  will  be  privaldy  candiKled  to  a 
place  of  greater  Becurily.  Bui  I  would  your  Grace 
were  in  the  aaddle.— Toliorae  I  to  borae  f 

The  party  of  Seyton  and  of  Douglaa  were  incnaM 
lo  about  ten  by  thoae  sliendanls  who  bad  remain<d 
wilh  the  horaea.  The  Queen  and  her  ladiea,  wilh  M 
the  rest  who  came  from  the  boaL  were  inaUellr 
nuunied  ;  and  holding  aloof  Itum  the  vitlua,  whioi 
waa  alreodr  alarmed  by  the  firing  from  the  eaaila 
with  DooglaaactinBaa  their  guid^  Ibey  BDoaieatW 
the  open  ground,  ana  began  io  ride  as  faat  aa  waaflol- 
MHem  wiib  keeping  togelhn  in  good  oider. 
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!%>  inSuenca  of  ihe  Ah  lir,  the  nubing  of  tbe 
high  uid  low,  tha  ring^ofi  of  the  biidleo, 
;,[^  fp j-r^-J^^ 


■od  of  rapid  mouoD,  eniduilly  dispelled  ihe  confuHd 
■nd  dejaeted  son  or»tiipefiiction  by  which  Eileen 
Maiy  w/n  al  Brat  o»frwhe1med.  She  ofiuld  not  at 
IbbI  conceal  iba  chan^  o[  her  Ibdingt  to  the  pemn 
who  rode  si  her  rein,  >nd  who  sbe  doubted  not  was 
(ha  PathetAmbroaius:  for  Seyton,  with  all  theheady 
iiiipeluoail)'  of  a  youth,  proud,  and  ju9tl)r  ao,  of  nn 
llni  aacceaaful  adveatuTB,  aanimed  all  Itae  baatle  ai^ 
imixirtaaco  of  cotnininder  of  ths  liltk  party,  which 
eacortsd,  in  the  languase  of  the  time,  t&e  Forluna  of 
Scotland.  He  itow  led  the  van,  dow  checked  hia 
bounding  aleed  till  Ihe  rear  had  coiiwiv.  exhorted  tbe 


[o  ke^  a  Bteady.  Ihttigh  rapid  pace,  a 

.1 1 —  hindmoal  of  the  party  loin 

o  inlerval  to  take  place  i 


AHnded  ihooe  who  wets  hindmoat  of  Ih 


order  of  the  .march,  a 


les,  inquinne  how  they  brooked  Ibe 
d  whether  Ilicy  had  any  commanda 
le  Seylon  thus  busied  himself  in  the 
.1. J .jgg  ^  ij^  repilar 


_ ,    . wlio    rode    beaide 

LI  he  had  been  wailing  upon  aome  superior  t> 
'  '  was  ruagod  and  danitei      "  ' 


er  bank,  "that 


When  the  road  was  rugged  a „ , 

dansd  olmoal  enlirelir  the  csre  of  his  own  horse,  and 
kept  hia  hand  eonslanlly  upon  Ibe  Queen'e  bridle;  if 
a  river  or  larger  brook  traversed  their  course,  his  1e(Y 
aim  reloined^faer  in  the  saddle,  while  hia  right  held 
her  pelfrey'arain. 

"1  had  not  thought,  reverend  P^ibiT."  inid  ihe 
aueen,  when  ihey  reached  the  oi 
convent  bred  auch  aood  horsemei 

addiesoed  siRhed,  hut  made  no  

know  not  how  it  is,"  aaid  Queen  Mary,  "but  either 
[he  aense  of  freedom,  or  ihe  pleaeure  of  my  favouiile 
exerdse,  fmm  which  I  have  been  ao  long  debarred,  or 
both  combined,  aeem  to  have  given  wings  to  me— no 
Bsh  ever  shot  through  the  water,  no  bird  through  the 
sir,  with  thehurriBdreelingoflibenyandrspture  with 
which  I  sweep  through  this  night-wind,  end  over 
these  wirida.  Nay,  such  la  the  magic  of  feeling  my- 
self once  more  in  the  saddle,  Ihat  I  could  alnioat 
•wear  I  am  at  this  moment  mounted  on  my  own 
fivatirite  Rosabelle,  who  was  never  matched  in  Scot- 
land for  awiftneu,  (or  ease  of  motion,  and  for  sute- 

"And  if  the  horse  which  bears  so  dear  a  bniden 
could  gwak,"  answered  the  deep  voice  of  ihi 
cMy  Qeoree  of  Douglas,  "  would  ahe  not  re| 
but  Roaabelle  ought  al  such  an  emergence  a 
■arve  herbeloved^istress,  or  who  but  Dougli 
toholdherbridlemn;"  „    ^ 

QoBcn  Mary  atarted  i  she  foresaw  al  once  all  tha 
■Vila  bke  lo  arise  to  heraelf  and  him  from  the  deep 
enthusiaalic  passion  of  thia  youth  i  hot  berfeeungsss 


TenWdherasmninBihe'dJgnilr  ot  a^neen,  anil'sbe 
endeavoured  to  continue  the  conversation  in  an  indif- 


" ifelhongbl,"  riie  aaid,  "I  heard  that,  at  tbe  di- 
vision of  my  spoils,  Rosabelle  had  become  the  pro- 
perty of  Lord  Morlon'a  paramour  and  iadye-lt 

"'liie  Doble  palfrey  had  indeed  been  desdned  It  -, 
bsBes  lol,"  snaweiedDoiqclaB  I  "she  waskeptunder 
foutkeysiBndundenhecbsigeof  a  nu 
grooms  and  doniesiics— but  Queen  Hi 
sabelle,  and  Rosabella  is  here." 

"And  was  it  well,  Douglas,"  said  Queen  Hatv. 
"wheniach  fearful  risks  of  van  oua  kinds  must  needs 
be  encounleted,  that  you  should  augment  Ibeir  perila 
loromdf,  br  a  subject  of  ao  little  moment  as  a  pal- 
frey?" 

"Do  r«i  call  that  of  littk  momei 


^taf 

riiS 


d  Abbot  on  'the  other  siile;  ai^ 
ne  as  yours  has  been,  ahould  (be 


■e  of 


m  directly  applici 


e  oiher  side,  and  she  im- 

lion  with  him  on  the  topie 

the  plan  iiiteai  for  her  lo 

.  ..er  deliverance-    In  Ihi* 

ik  liiile  ahare,  and  never  but 

by  the  Queen,  while,  aa  be- 

■  ■  "ly  the 


..1  of  Mary's  personal  aately.     B , 

'er,  ahe  had  a  new  oblig»Iioti  to  him,  since,  by  his 
mtrivance,  tbe  Abbol,  whom  he  had  fomiahed  with 
le  family  pass- word,  waa  introduced  into  (be  castla 

I^ng  before  day  break  they  ended  their  haaly  and 

...'West Lothian,  belonging  to  Lord  Seylon.  When 
the  Queen  waa  about  lo  alight.  Henry  Seylon,  pre- 
venting Douglas,  received  hor  in  his  arms,  and,  kneel- 
ing down,  pia^'ed  her  Majesty  u>  enter  Ibe  houae  itf 
hia  father,  tier  faithful  aervanf. 

"Your  Grace,"  ho  added,  "may  repose  yourself 
here  in  perfect  safety— II  is  already  earTiaoned  wiih 
good  men  for  your  protection ;  and  1  have  sent  apo« 
lo  my  father,  whose  instant  arrival,  at  ibehead  of^ 
hundred  men,  may  be  looked  for.  Do  not  diamsf 
yourself;  then^fore,  should  your  sleep  be  broken  by  the 
trampling  of  horse:    but  only  Ihiuk  that  here  an 

"And  by  belter  friends  thsn  the  saucy  Sevloiis,  a 
Scottish  Queen  cannot  be  guarded,"  replied  Mary, 
"RoBabella  went  Heel  aa  the  aummei  bteeie,  and 

traveller,  and  1  feel  thai  repose  will  be  welcome.— 
Catherine,™  mignonru,  you  mual  sleep  m  my  apart- 
ment  to-night,  and  bid  me  welcome  lo  your  nobja 
father's  csh tie, -Thanks,  ibanks  lo  all  my  kind  deli- 
verers—thanks, and  a  good  nigbt  la  all  I  can  now 
offer ;  but  if  I  climb  once  more  to  the  upper  nds  oi 
Foriune's  wheel,  I  will  not  have  herbandagc.  Mnf 
Slewsrl  will  keep  her  eyes  open,  and  diaiinguish  bet 
friends.- Seylon,  I  need  scarcely  recommend  the  ve- 
nerable Abbot,  Ihe  Douglaa,  and  my  page,  to  yout 
lionourable  care  and  hospitably." 

Henry  Sevlon  bowed,  and  Catherineand  Lady  Fle- 
ming atlendod  the  Queen  to  her  apartment ;  where, 
acknowledung  to  them  that  she  should  hava  found  it 
difficult  in  thai  moment  to  keep  her  promise  of  hold- 
ing her  eyes  open,  ahe  tes^ned  lieraelf  to  repose,  and 
awakened  nol  till  the  morning  waa  advanced. 

Hary'a  Ural  feeling  when  she  swoke,  waa  the  doubt 
of  her  fi«edomi  and  the  impulse  prompted  her  lo 
start  from  bed,  and  hastily  throwing  her  mantle  over 
her  ahoulder%  to  look  out  ai  the  casement  of  bar 
apartment.  O  nghl  of  joyl  inetcad  of  the  crystal 
sheet  of  Lochleven,  unaltered  save  by  the  influence 
of  the  wind,  a  landscape  oC  wood  and  moorland  lay 
before  her.  and  the  park  around  the  caslte  was  occu- 
pied by  the  troops  of  her  most  fiutfaftil  aad  moat 
fiivounte  nobles.  .  _  , 

"Rise,  rise,  Catherine,"  cried  tbe entaplured  Prln- 
ccBi ;  "  arias  snd  come  hither  1— here  are  swords  and 
spears  in  true  handa,  and  glitlerinf  armour  on  loyal 
breaB(a.    Here  are  baaoera,  my  ftri,  ftoating  m  um 
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wind,  as  lightly  as  luromer  douds^Omt  Ood! 
what  pleasure  to  my  weary  eyes  to  trace  their  derioes 
—thine  own  brare  father's— the  princely  Hamil- 
ton's—the foithiiil  Fleming's— See— see— they  have 
caught  a  f^impse  of  me,  and  throng  towards  the 
window  1" 

She  flung  the  casement  open,  and  with  her  bare 
head,  from  which  the  tresses  flew  back  loose  and  di- 
sfaeTelled,  her  fair  arm,  slenderly  veiled  by  h^  mantle, 
returned  by  motion  and  sign  the  exultmg  shouts  of 
the  warriors,  which  echoed  for  many  a  furlong 
around.  When  the  first  burst  of  ecstatic  joy  was 
over,  she  recollected  how  lightly  she  was  dressed, 
and,  putting  her  hands  to  her  lace,  which  was  covered 
with  blushes  at  the  recollection,  withdrew  abruptly 
from  the  window.  The  cause  of  her  retreat  was 
easily  conjectured,  and  increased  the  general  enthu- 
siasm for  a  Princess,  who  had  for^gotten  h^  rank  in 
her  haste  to  acknowledge  the  services  of  her  subjects. 
The  unadorned  beauties  of  the  lovelv  woroan^  too, 
moved  the  military  spectators  more  than  the  highest 
display  of  her  r^^al  state  might;  and  what  might 
have  seemed  too  free  in  her  mode  of  appearing  before 
them,  was  more  than  atoned  for  by  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  moment,  and  b^  the  delicacy  evinced  in  her  hasty 
retreat.  Often  as  the  shouts  died  away,  as  often  were 
they  renewed  till  wood  and  hill  rung  again :  and  many 
a  deep  oath  was  made  that  morning  on  the  cross  of 
the  sword,  that  the  hand  should  not  part  with  the 
weapon,  till  Mary  Stewart  was  restored  to  her  rights. 
But  what  are  promises,  what  the  hopes  of  mortals? 
fn  ten  days  these  gallant  and  devoted  votaries  were 
slain,  were  captives,  or  had  fled. 

Mary  flung  herself  into  the  nearest  seat,  and  still 
blushing,  yet  half  smiling,  exclaimed,  *'Ma  mig- 
nonne,  what  will  they  think  of  me?— to  show  myself 
to  them  with  my  bare  feet  hastily  thrust  into  the  slip- 
pers—only  this  loose  mantle  about  me— my  hair  loose 
on  my  shoulders— my  arms  and  neck  so  bare— O,  the 
best  they  can  suppose  is,  that  her  abode  in  yonder 
dungeon  has  turned  their  Queen's  brain!  But  my 
r^>eT  subjects  saw  me  exposed  when  I  was  in  the  depth 
of  affliction,  why  should  I  hold  colder  ceremony  with 
these  faithful  and  loyal  men?— Coll  Fleming,  how- 
ever—1  trust  she  has  not  forgotten  the  little  mail 
with  my  apparel— We  must  be  as  brave  as  we  can, 
migrumne. 

'^ay,  madam,  our  good  Lady  Fleming  was  in  no 
case  to  remember  any  thing." 

'*  Toil  jest,  Cathenne,"  said  the  Queen,  somewhat 
pnended;  "it  is  not  in  her  nature,  surely,  to  forget 
her  duty  so  far  as  to  leave  us  without  a  change  of  ap- 
parel?" 

"Roland  Gneme.  madam,  took  care  of  that."  an- 
swered Catherine ;  for  he  threw  the  mail,  with  your 
highness's  clothes  and  jewels,  into  the  boat,  ere  he 
ran  back  to  lock  the  gate— I  never  saw  so  awkward 
a  page  as  that  youth— the  packet  well  nigh  fell  on 
-my  head." 

He  shall  make  thy  heart  amends,  my  girl/'  said 
C(iieen  Mary,  laughing,  "  for  that  and  all  other  olfences 
given.  But  call  Fleming,  and  let  us  put  ourselves 
mto  apparel  to  meet  our  laithful  lords." 

Such  had  been  the  preparations,  and  such  was  the 
•kill  of  Lady  Fleming,  that  the^ueen  appeared  before 
|ier  assembled  nobles  in  such  ature  as  became,  though 
It  could,  not  enhance,  her  natural  dignity.  With  the 
most  winning  courtesy,  she  eiq^ressed  to  each  indi- 
vklual  her  grateful  thanks,  and  dignified  not  only 
every  noble,  but  many  of  the  lesser  barons,  by  her 
particular  attention. 

"And  whither  now.  my  lords  ?"  she  said;  "what 
way  do  your  counsels  determine  for  us?" 

•^To  Draphane Castle,"  replied  Lord  Arbroath,  "if 
your  Majesty  is  so  pleased ;  and  thence  to  Dunbar- 
ton.  to  pface  your  Grace's  person  in  safety,  after  which 
we  long  to  prove  if  these  traitore  will  aoide  us  in  the 
field.'* 

**  And  when  do  we  journey  ?** 

.  We  propose,"  said  Lord  Seyton,  "  if  your  Grace's 
ntigue  will  permit,  to  take  horse  after  the  morning's 
meal." 

"Your ^pleasure,  my  lords,  is  mine,"  replied  the 
Aioeen  j     we  will  rule  our  journey  by  your  wisdom 


now,  and  ha|>t  hereafter  to  hnre  the  adrant^  of 

Kveming  by  it  our  kuigdom.— Ton  will  penmt  nqr 
lies  and  me,  my  good  lords,  to  break  our  fost  aloag 
with  you— We  must  be  hall  soldiers  oorsehres,  tod 
set  state  apart" 

Low  bowed  many  a  helmeted  head  at  this  gradan 
profiler,  when  the  Queen,  glancing  bo*  eyes  throm^ 
the  assembled  leaders,  missed  both  Dou^s  and  m- 
land  Graeme,  and  inquired  for  them  in  a  whisper  lo 
Catherine  Seyton. 

"They  are  m  yonder  oratory,  madam,  sad  enough," 
replied  Catherine ;  and  the  Queen  obaerved  that  her 
favourite's  eyes  were  red  with  weeping. 

"This  must  not  be,"  said  the  Queen.  "Keep  the 
company  amused— 1  will  seek  them,  and  introdoet 
them  myself." 

She  went  into  the  oratory,  where  the  first  she  met 
was  George  Douglas,  standing,  or  rather  rcdiniag, 
in  the  recess  of  a  wmdow,  his  back  rested  maui 
the  wall,  and  his  arms  folded  on  his  breast.  Ai  the 
sight  of  the  Queon  he  started,  and  his  counteaaaee 
showed,  for  an  instant,  an  expression  of  intense  de- 
Ught,  which  was  instantly  exchanged  for  his  usual 
deep  melanchdy. 

"What  means  this?"  she  said;  "Doudas.  why 
does  the  firet  deviser  and  bold  executor  of  the  bamr 
scheme  for  our  freedom,  shun  the  company  of  nv 
fellow  nobles,  and  of  the  Sovereign  whom  he  bat 
obUced  ?" 

"Madam,"  replied  Douglas,  "those  whom  yo« 
grace  with  your  presence  bring  followers  to  aid  yosr 
cause,,  wealth  to  support  your  state, — can  ofier  you 
halls  in  which  to  feast,  and  impregiiable  castles  ibr 
your  defence.  I  am  a  houseless  and  landless  man- 
disinherited  by  my  mother,  and  laid  under  her  male- 
diction—disowned by  my  name  and  kindred— who 
bring  nothing  to  your  standard  but  a  single  sword, 
and  the  poor  Ufe  of  its  owner." 

"Do  you  mean  to  upbraid  me,  Dougla^"  replied 
the  Queen,  "  by  showing  what  you  have  lost  for  my 
sake  ?" 

"  God  forbid,  mndam !"  interrupted  the  yoimg  roan, 
eagerly ;  "  were  it  to  do  again,  and  haa  I  ten  times 
as  much  rank  and  wealth,  and  twenty  times  as  many 
friends  to  loose,  my  losses  would  be  overpaid  by  the 
first  step  you  made,  as  a  free  princess,  upon  the  toil 
of  your  native  kingdom." 

And  what  then  ails  you,  that  you  will  not  rejoice 
with  those  who  rejoice  upon  the  same  joyful  occa- 
sion ?"  said  the  Queen. 

"  Madam,"  relied  the  youth,  "  th<ragh  exheridated 
and  disowned,  I  am  yet  a  Dou^as :  with  most  of 
yonder  nobles  my  family  have  been  in  feud  for  ages 
a  cold  reception  amongst  them  were  an  insult,  and  a 
kind  one  yet  more  humiliating." 

"  For  sname,  Douglas,"  replied  the  Queen,  "  shake 
ofi*  this  unmanly  gloom !— I  can  make  thee  match 
for  the  best  of  them  in  title  and  fortune,  and,  be- 
lieve me,  I  will- Go  then  amongst  them,  I  com- 
mand you." 

"  That  word,"  said  Douglas,  "  is  enough— I  n. 
This  only  let  me  say,  that  not  for  wealth  or  title  would 
I  have  done  that  wliich  1  have  done — Mary  Stewart 
will  not,  and  the  Queen  cannot,  reward  me." 

So  saying,  he  left  the  oratory,  mingled  mnth  the 
nobles,  and  placed  himself  at  the  bottom  of  the  table. 
The  Queen  looked  after  him,  and  put  her  kerchief  to 
her  eyes. 

"  Now,  Our  Lady  pity  me."  she  said,  "  for  no  sooner 
are  my  prison  cares  ended,  than  those  which  hetH 
me  as  a  woman  and  a  queen  again  thicken  around 
me.— Happy  Elizabeth !  to  whom  political  interest  it 
every  thing,  and  whose  heart  never  betrays  thy  head. 
—And  now  must  1  seek  this  other  boy,  if  I  would 
prevent  daggers-drawing  betwixt  him  and  the  yoooR 
Seyton." 

Koland  Gneme  was  in  the  same  oratory,  but  at  lodi 
a  distance  from  Doui^as,  that  he  could  not  overbear 
what  passed  betwixt  the  Queen  and  him.  He  alto 
was  moody  and  thoughful,  but  cleared  his  brow  at 
the  Queens  question.  How  now,  Rolsnd?  you  art 
negligent  in  your  attendance  this  morning.  Are  fcn 
so  much  overcome  with  your  night's  rider' 

"Not  so,  gracious  madam,"   answered  Grvise; 


Our  xxxni 


BYe  m«ds  inyaurngbtfal  eauac,  in 
foreign  lands,  giva  protscdan  l<     ' 


10  more  call  mine  F' 


princn,    nid  tff 


ii"lEe^ 


•fleeted"  "liiVti'for  voor  si 
ptDSW  mad  fiiTtiine  stiill  be 

and  pnM^  bcr  lipa,  flnl  la  Ibe  Queen'i  huS,  itien 
to  the  brow  of  her  grandson.  "And  now,"  ajieuid, 
orrin^  her  Wars,  and  niing  with  difmit)',  ''E:artfah>i 
had  Its  own,  aod  Heaven  claims  the  reet.— Lionua 
of  ScolUnd,  go  forth  and  coikiuct  I  and  il  the  orarera 
of  aderaced  volareaacBnavailibee,  ihev  wilTriM  in 
many  aland,  and  frammanradiaiant  ahrine.  I  will 
tfide  liks  ■  moal  ftom  land  to  land,  Anm  l«mpie 

temple)  and  whera  the  veirraune  of 

— ' n,  the  prieau  aball    "' — """ 

M  tbiDtk  and  eanhlr  ^osperitr,  if  it  be  the  idll  of 
Ood — if  not,  rnaf  lbs  penancs  inou  ehalt  do  hen  en- 
sure thy  happiness  bcreaftei  I— Lei  no  ofls  apeak  or 
fallow  me—my  RSolulioD  is  lakeo — my  tow  camol 
be  caDCelled." 

She  glided  from  that  presence  as  she  aioke,  and' 
her  ta«  look  waa  dpod  faa-  beloi^  grandchild.  He 
would  havB  riaen  and  followed,  but  tbcQjieeo  and 
Lord  Sayton  iniEifered. 

"Preai  ddi  on  her  now,"  said  Lord  Ssyton,  "if 
ran  would  not  lose  her  for  erer.  Many  ■  nme  have 
«re  aeea  (be  sainted  mother,  and  often  at  itie  most 
medful  moment  {  but  to  press  on  faer  ptiTacy,  or  U 
thwart  hor  purpose,  is  a  cnme  which  she  cannot  par- 
doa.    I  tmal  wa  shall  yet  see  her  at  her  need— a  holy 


Iislracted,  wbiie  tn 


Whati  in  the  protection  of  my  young  second  1— 
ebeerfully— thai  I&  in  all  that  your  majeny  can  think 
11  fitting  to  aak  of  me.— Henry,  give  thy  hand  upon 
the  instant  to  Roland  Aiend,  for  ao  1  presume  be 
moat  now  be  called." 

"  And  shall  be  Lord  of  the  Barony,"  said  ibe  Ooeen, 
"if  Ood  prosper  our  nghiflil  arms.'' 

It  can  only  be  to  rsatore  it  to  my  kind  protectress, 
wlio  now  holds  it,"  said  j^oun^  Avetisl.     "I  wcnild 


rather  be  laiidless  all  my 
Cronnd  by  me." 

"Nay,"  said  the  Ooeen,  „  ., , 

l^hia  mind  matchea  his  brrlh — Henir,  thiMi  has 


ifan  she  loal  a  rood  of 
Lord  Seyton, 


horsa  with  as  little 


IBaOT.  tOn>-  JtXKVB. 

weie  atHamiltaa,  thaWeamt  aoafais  wlbSTaBt^S 
in  the  Cu's  nsn^  aassmbleda  host  M  a\amii[ 
inferior  indeed  to  that  of  lbs  ttusen  in  munbei^  bM 
tbnnidabis  friun  tbs  ntililsiy  talenta  of  Mivnty,  Hot- 
(oil,  the  Laird  of  OraoBe.  and  otfaeta,  who  tiiii  bsa 
tniiksd  tram  their  yonib  in  ibmKD  and  dnniiaii  waia 

In  these  circumslancea,il  waa  tha,ohviaaapolin<(  i 
ftuaen  Mary  to  avoid  a  conflict,  aecun  that  wstakn 
person  Qnce  in  safely,  the  number  of  her  ■dbiswBli  I 
must  daily  increase  i  wheiea^  the  forces  of  iboae  c^ 
posed  to  her  muat.  aa  had  fnqoently  hanyirncrf  in  tM 
preyioua  history  df  her  reign,  bave  dimuuBhed,  sad 
their  qiirits  become  broken.  And  aoeviiient  was  this 
to  her  counsellot^  that  Ibey  naolvad  ibor  firM  siqi 
Aould  he  to  place  the  Queen  in  the  stroDg  CMilsaf 
Dnnbartoo,  ibeFe  to  swail  tbo  course  of  evenly  iba 
anival  of  auccours  triun  Fiance,  and  tbe  leriea  wbicfa 
were  made  by  her  adherents,  in  every  provioee  ie 
Scotland.  Accordmely,  oiden  wen  Kiveo  thst  lU 
men  should  hoMi  hoiseback  or  on  IboL.  appanUed  in 
tbeit  BtuKiur.  aod  ready  to  foUow  the  Queeii'a  atand- 
ard  in  airey  of  bailie,  the  avowed  dctermiBBtiiM 
being  to  eerort  ka  lo  the  castle  of  DuidMrtan  in  drf- 

Tbt  muster  wss  msde  upon  Kamillan-Hoor  ad 
tbe  maieb  commenced  in  sll  the  pomp  ol  feodsl 
times.  Military  music  sounded,  baimera  and  pea- 
none  waved,  armour  glitleted  far  and  wide^  asd 
sneen  elancad  and  twinkled  like  alan  in  a  frosty 
sky.  The  gallant  ipeelacle  of  warlike  parade  WM 
OD  ihia  occaaion  -tinniR-rf  by  the  isiiai  nm  ef  tbe 
Ciiieen  hetaeiC  who,  with  a  fair  reiinM  of  ladiea  sad 
household  aitendanta,  and  a  special  guard  of  n"'" 


en,  amonsat 
BlinguishS,! 


ndanta,  and  a  speaal  guard  of  gentle 
whom  young  Seyton  uid  HoUm  wn 

""isrymd. 


„ djBavsgiac.  _ . 

_i  amy,  which  apiead  its  ample  fllaa  hefcin, . 
and  behind  hei.  Many  eburcbm —  -' —  ' — 
cavalcade,  most  of  whom  did  not  ■cmna  lu  ■ 
arms,  and  declare  iheii  iutentian  of  WMddiUK  ll 
defence  of  Maiy  and  the  Catholic  faiilT^  Not 
Abbot  of  Saint  HaiVa.    "  •-    •  '    •  -  ■■ 

tea.  Slid  hi 

order,  asauma  ma  switvii  nnr  iiie  vuee 
Roland  haalened  lo  pull  off  his  hasicl,  a 
tbe  Abbot's  blessing' 
"1%oa  bast  it,  my  soqI"  said  the  piii 


tSSSk 


le  holly  bi 
waited  fi 


ly  CDOd  falhsr 

iny  to  tetl  lbs 


sbouldsl  assume  il." 

"  TlMn  you  knew  of  m 
saklRolaDd. 

"I  did  so.  but  it  waL    . — 

fhmi  thy nandnioiluT  I  iwrwaa  I  at  libenyto 
•sent,  ml  sbe  herself  should  make  it  known." 

"Ba  reaaon  for  such  secrecy,  my  faifaert"  aaw 
Roland  Aveoet. 

"Pear,  penance,  of  mybrothei--B  mislakeofaar. 
for  Hslbert  would  not,  to  ensure  himaelf  a  kinfldm 
have  offered  wrong  ta  an  orpfasn ;  beeides  that  year 
title,  in  amst  timea,  even  bad  your  father  done  rar 
^       ^  '         >     '•       11  hc^  he  did,  e^ 


comHited  with  thai  of  m) 
[^Julian's elder  brother." 
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THE  ABBOT. 


m 


MiUM  which  Heaven. mar  pevehaiice  aflbid  thee  for 
ooofession  and  abeolution. 

"There  will  be  time  enough  for  both,  I  trust,  when 
weieaeh  Diinbarton,"  answered  the  page. 

**  Ay,"  said  the  Abbot,"  ibou  crowest  as  loodly  as 
the  rest — but  we  are  not  yet  at  Dunbarton,  and  there 
is  a  lion  in  the  path." 

"Mean  you  Murray,  Morton,  and  the  other  rebus 
at  Glasgow,  my  reverend  father?  Tush!  they  dare 
not  look  on  the  royal  banner." 

**Eyen  so,"  replied  the  Abbot,  "speak  many  of 
those  who  are  older,  and  should  he  wiser  than  thou. 
—I  have  returned  nrom  the  southern  shires,  where  I 
left  many  a  chief  of  name  arming  in  the  Queen's  inter- 
est—I left  the  lords  here  wise  and  considerate  men— 
I  find  them  madmen  on  my  return— they  are  wiUing 
for  mere  pride  and  vainglory,  to  brave  the  enemy, 
and  to  carry  the  Queen,  as  it  were  in  triumph,  past 
the  walls  or  Glasgow,  and  under  the  beards  of  the 
adverse  army.— Seldom  does  Heaven  smile  on  such 
mistuned  confidence.  We  shall  be  encountered,  and 
that  to  the  purpose." 

"  And  so  much  the  better "  replied  Roland,  "  the 
field  of  battle  was  mf  cradle." 

"Beware  it  be  not  thy  dying  bed,"  said  the  Abbot 
"But  what  avails  it  whispering  to  young  wolves  the 
daiurers  of  the  chase?  You  will  know,  perchance, 
ere  this  day  is  out,  what  yondo*  men  are,  whom  you 
bold  in  rash  contempt" 

"Why,  what  are  they?"  said  Henry  Seyton,  who 
now  jomed  them :  "  have  they  sinews  of  wir^  and 
flesh  of  iron  ?— Will  lead  pierce  and  steel  cut  them? 
—If  so,  reverend  father,  we  have  little  to  fear." 

"They  are  evil  men,"  said  the  Abbot,  "but  the 
trade  of  war  demands  no  saints.— Murray  and  Mor- 
ton are  known  to  be  the  best  generals  in  Scotland. 
No  one  ever  saw  Lindesay's  or  Ruthven's  back — 
Kiikaldy  of  Grrange  was  named  by  the  Constable 
Montmorency  the  first  soldier  in  Europe— My  brother, 
too  good  a  name  for  such  a  cause,  has  been  far  and 
wide  known  for  a  leader." 

"The  better,  the  better!"  said  Seyton,  triumphantly; 
"we  shall  have  all  these  traitors  of  rank  and  name  m 
t£ur  field  before  us.  Our  cause  is  the  best,  our  num- 
bers are  the  strongest,  our  hearts  and  limbs  match 
theirs— Saint  Bennet,  and  set  on !" 
.  The  Abbot  made  no  reply,  but  seemed  lost  in  reflec- 
tioo :  and  his  anxiety  in  some  measure  communicated 
Itself  to  Roland  Avenel,  who  ever,  as  their  line  of 
march  led  over  a  ridge  or  an  eminence,  cast  an  anx- 
kms  look  towards  the  towers  of  Glas^w,  as  if  he 
expected  to  see  symptoms  of  the  enemy  issuing  forth. 
It  was  not  that  he  feared  the  fight,  but  the  issue  was 
of  such  deep  import  to  his  country,  and  to  himself 
that  the  natural  fire  of  his  spirit  burned  with  a  less 
lively,  though  with  a  more  intense  glow.  Love, 
honour.  fam&  fortune,  all  seemed  to  depend  on  the 
issue  or  one  neld,  rashly  hazarded  perhaps,  but  now 
likdy  to  become  unavoidable  and  decisive. 

When,  at  length,  their  march  came  to  be  nearly 
parallel  with  the  city  of  Glasgow,  Roland  became 
Mosible  that  the  high  grounds  t>efore  them  were  al- 
rmdy  in  part  occupied  bv  a  force,  showing,  like  their 
own,  the  royal  banner  or  Scotland,  and  on  the  point 
of  being  supported  by  columns  of  iiifantry  and  souad- 
nms  orhorse,  which  the  city  gates  had  poured  forth, 
m  which  hastily  advanced  to  sustain  those  troops 
who  already  possessed  the  ground  in  front  of  the 
fiueen*8  forces.  Horseman  after  horseman  galloped 
in  from  the  advanced  guard,  with  tidings  that  Mur- 
ray had  taken  the  field  with  his  whole  army;  that 
his  object  was  to  intercept  the  Queen's  march,  and 
"U  purpose  unquestionable  to  hazard  a  battle.  It 
was  now  that  the  tempers  of  men  were  subjected  to  a 
vnden  and  a  severe  trial ;  and  that  thoae  who  had 
top  presumptuously  concluded  that  they  should  pass 
without  combat  were  something  disconcerted,  when, 
stonccL  and  with  Uttle  time  to  deliberate,  they  found 
JJjmseives  placed  in  firont  of  a  resolute  enemy.— 
j[nsir  chiefs  immediately  assembled  around  the 
^taem,  and  hdd  a  hasty  oouncft  of  war.  Mary's 
qoivenog  lip  confessed  the  fear  whieh  she  endea- 
^viirsd  to  conceal  under  a  bold  and  dignified  de- 
'^'^Muiour.    Bat  her  efibrts  were  orerooms  by.paiiiful 


recollectioiia  of  the  disastrous  issue  of  her  last  n>* 
pearance  In  arms  at  Carberry-hill :  and  when  she 
meant  to  have  adted  them  their  advice  for  ordering 
the  battle,  she  involuntarily  inquired  whether  there 
were  no  means  of  escapiiig  without  an  engagement? 

"  Escapmg?"  answerecTthe  Lord  Seyton ;  "  when 
I  stand  as  one  to  ten  of  your  Highnesas  enemies,  I 
may  think  of  escape— but  never  while  I  stand  with 
three  to  two !" 

"  Battle  I  battle !"  exclaimed  the  assembled  lords ; 
"  we  will  drive  the  rebels  from  their  vantage  ground, 
as  the  hound  turns  the  hare  on  the  hill  side?' 

"  Methinks,  my  noble  lords,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  it 
were  as  well  to  nrevent  bis  gaining  that  advantage. 
—Our  road  lies  through  yonder  hamlet  on  the  brow, 
and  whichever  party  hatn  the  luck  to  possess  it,  with 
its  little  gardens  and  enclosures,  will  attain  a  post 
of  great  defence." 

"^The  reverend  father  is  right"  >sid  the  Qneen. 
"  O,  haste  thee,  Seyton,  hasten  and  get  thither  before 
them— they  are  marching  like  the  wmd." 

Seyton  bowed  low,  and  turned  his  horse's  head.— 
— "  Your  Highness  honours  me"  he  said ;  "  I  will 
instantly  press  forward,  aiKl  seize  the  pass." 

"Not  before  me,  my  lord,  whose  charge  is  the 
command  of  the  vanguard,"  said  the  L<nn  of  Ar- 
broath. 

"  Before  you,  or  any  Hamilton  in  Scotland/'  said 
the  Seyton,  "having  the  Queen's  command— Follow 
me,  gentlem^  my  vassals  and  kinsmen— Saint 
Bennet.  and  set  on  I" 

"And  follow  me,"  said  Arbroath,  "my  noble  kins- 
men, and  brave  men-tenants,  we  will  see  which 
will  first  reach  the  post  of  danger.  For  God  and 
Queen  Mary !" 

"Ill-omened  haste,  and  most  unhappy  strife," 
said  the  Abbot,  who  saw  them  and  their  followers 
rush  hastily  and  emulously  to  ascend  the  height, 
without  waiting  till  their  men  were  placed  in  order. 
— "  And  you,  gentlemen,"  he  continued,  addressing 
Roland  and  Seyton.  who  were  each  about  to  follow 
those  who  hastened  thus  disorderly  to  the  conflict, 
"  will  you  leave  the  Queen's  person  unguarded  ?" 

"  O,  leave  me  not  gentlemen !— said  the  Queen, — 
"  Roland  and  Seyton,,  do  not  leave  me— there  are 
enough  of  arms  to  strike  in  this  fell  combat— with- 
draw not  those  to  whom  I  trust  for  my  safety !" 

"We  may  not  leave  her  Grace,"  said  Roland, 
looking  at  Seyton,  and  turning  his  horse. 

"  I  ever  looked  when  thou  wouldst  find  out  that," 
rejoined  the  fiery  youth. 

Roland  made  no  answer^  but  bit  his  lip  till  the 
blood  came,  and  spurring  his  horse  up  to  the  side  of 
Catherine  seyton  s  palrirey,  he  whispered  in  a  low 
voice,  "  I  never  thought  to  have  done  aught  to  de- 
serve you ;  but  this  day  I  have  heard  myself  up- 
braided  with  cowardiccu  and  my  sword  remained  stiU 
sheathed,  and  all  for  the  love  of  you." 

"  'There  is  madness  among  us  aU,"  said  the  dam- 
sel;  "my  father,  iny  brother,  and  you.  are  all  aUke 
bereft  of*^  reason.  Ye  should  think  only  of  this  poor 
Queen,  and  you  are  all  inspired  by  your  own  absurd 
jealousies— 'The  Monk  is  the  only  soldier  and  man  of 
sense  amongst  you  all.— My  Lord  Abbot,"  she  cried 
aloud,  "  were  it  not  better  we  should  draw  to  the 
westward,  and  wait  the  event  thatCkxi  shall  send  us, 
instead  of  remaining  here  in  the  highway,  endanger- 
ing the  Queen's  person,  and  cumbering  the  troops  in 
their  advance  ?" 

"  You  say  well,  my  daughter,"  replied  the  Abbott 
"had  we  but  one  to  guide  us  where  the  Queen's 
person  may  be  in  safety— Our  nobles  huny  to  the 
conflict,  without  casting  a  thought  on  the  very  cause 
of  the  war  " 

"  Follovr  me,"  said  a  knight,  or  man-at-arms,  well 
mounted,  and  accoutred  completely  in  black  armour, 
but  having  the  visor  of  his  helmet  closed,  and  bearing 
no  crest  on  his  helmet,  or  device  upon  his  shield. 

"We  will  follow  no  srranger,^'  said  the  Abbot 
"without  some  warrant  of  his  truth." 

"  I  am  a  stranger  and  in  your  hands,"  said  the 
horseman;  "if  you  wish  to  know  more  of  me,  tbe- 
Qoeen  henelf  will  be  your  warrant." 

The  Qoseo  had  remained  fixed  to  ths  spot,  as  il 


dinbled  hj  teti.jet  meehKnicaUr  bhuUds  bowiiiK 
■lid  wBVing  her  hsnd,  as  buinern  wen)  lovered  »nd 
■pean    depreflscd  before  her,  wbile,  eniulRtins  ihg 

S-Masd  forward  ibat  msrch  lowarda  the  enemy. 
caroBi  howerer.  had  Ihe  black  rider  whiapercd 
•omclhiuin  bercar,  Ihan  she  aaactiled  lo  whal  he 
•aid  i  and  wben  he  spoke  aloud,  and  wilh  an  air  of 
cooimamL  "  Qenltetnen,  il  \m  the  Queen's  pleantre 
thai  you  ahould  follow  me,"  Harv  ullered,  wtih  some- 
thiiw  hheeaEcmeas  the  word  "Vca." 


THE  ABBOT. 

My  bioiher 


horsemsn, 
which  his 
boree  lo  ana  iro,  i 
and  short  lums, 


eapcmcas 


,  .ja  showed  the  i 

animal;   and  eetiine  the  ttaaen' 
Bome  Older  for  maichinB,  he   lei 

ms  a  f^tti 


'ards  a  castle, 
'et""ihe 


preMtiled  a 

leieh'tB,« 


particular,  command .. „. ^ 

bolh  Himies  haeiened  to  occupy,  end  whtch  it 

now  apparent  must  almoai  inatanily  be  Ihe  scene  of 
alruRRle  and  dispute. 

"Yonder  toyera,"  at'd  the  Abbot,  euestioning  (he 
sable  horaemsn,  "to  whom  do  ibey  belong? — anil  are 
they  now  in  the  hands  of  friends?'' 

They  ere  untonanted,"  replied  the  stranger,  "or,- 
St  lessl,  Ibey  have  no  hoslile  inmatea— Bat  uj^  these 


the  battle  iti  wLieh  they 


■"The  worse  luck  mine,"  said  Henry  Soylon,  who 
overheard  him  ;  "I  would  rather  be  under  my  father's 
banner  at  this  monicni  Ihan  be  made  Chamberlain 
of  Holyrood,  for  thin  my  present  duty  of  peaceful 
ward  well  and  paliently  diacbareed." 

"  Vour  place  under  your  falher'a  banner  will 
ahorlly  be  riRhl  dB^gerou^"   Eaid  Roland  Avene). 

Blill'^^rb^k''  reven^lo''Tha  'am!  ™'*orl  m 
yonder  body  of  cavah-y,  which  prcsHs  from  the 
ssslward,  will  roach  the  village  ere  Lord  Seyton  can 


'■■Hiey  a 


but  cavalry,"  sakl  Seytoi 


atlenlively;  "ihi^y  cannot  hold  the 
shot  of  barqiiebuBs." 

"  Look  more  closely."  saidRolaad,     , _.. 

that  each  of  these  homenien  who  advanced  so  rapidly 
from  Glasgow,  carries  a  footmsn  behind  him." 

"  Now,   by  Hoaven,  ho  speaks   well  1"   said   the 
black  cavalier :  "  one  of  yon  two  most  go  carry  the 
lo  Lord  Seyton  and  Lord  Atbiosib,  thai  they 
a  not  Iheir  hoisemon  on  before  lbs  foot,  but 


"  Be  that' 
marked  the  i. „ 

"Bui,  by  your  leave,"  said  Seyl 
fllher's  banner  engaged,  and  it  b 
go  to  ihe  rescue-'' 

"  I  will  stand  by  the  Queen's  d 


regulatiy. 

:>f  errand,"    said  Roland,  "for  I  first 
if  Ihe  enemy." 


"Whst  new  uipean— whal  new  quaireH"  said 
QnesD  Mary—"  Are  there  not  in  vender  dark  host 
enamies  enougfa  to  Mary  Siewarl,  but  roust  her  very 
bienda  lam  enemies  to  each  otberT' 

"Nay,  madoni|"  bskI  Roland,  "  the  young  H 
uf  Seyton  and  J  did  but  dispute  who  should 
your  person  to  do  s  most  needful  mensRe  lo  the 
iwsi.  Re  thought  his  tstik entitled  him,  anoIdiCUKii 
Ibat  the  person  of  least  canaeqDeDce,  being  myself 
were  belter _periled"—^ 

"  Not  Bo,'^  Bud  ths  Qoeen ;  "if  one  must  leave 
b«il8eyton." 

Henry  Seyton  bowed  till  the  white  plumes  on  his 
helmei  miied  with  the  flowins  mane  of  his  gellant 
war-horse,  then  placed  himself  firm  in  the  saddle, 
nook  his  lince  aloft  with  an  air  of  Tnumph  sod 
delcnninaiion,  and  striking  hia  borse  with  the  ^mra, 
tnade  towards  bis  father's  banner,  which  was  sCiU 
•dvanong  up  the  hill,  and  dariied  his  stead  ovsr 
emr  <*m»at  tfasi  occoirsd  in  hia  bs^dlo^  p«' 


E«^-?! 


DChat.  XXXYH. 
iiclaimed 

of  perfl,  and  i  in  safely !" 
od.''  sud Roland,  "thai  t  weae  wiA 
blood  tr; 

know  thou  dost  wish  it  ?"  said  Cathedw 


loOod,'' 


d  yet  think  iha 

, __B0fh«n1— Till. . 

Dundof_approachini(  battle  thai  pl> 


thai  i  might  fecTthat    stem  delight,   withom  £ 

"  Ride  up,  ride  up,  Lady  Catherine  Seyton,"  cticd 
the  Abbot,  OB  they  still  swept  on  at  a  rapid  pace,  aad 
were  now  chwe  beneslh  Ihe  walla  of  Ihe  csiile- 
"  tide  up,  and  aid  Lady  Fleming  lo  sni^iorl  lbs 
Queen— she  gives  wsy  more  and  mote." 

They  halted  and  Imed  Mary  fttim  the  saddk  and 
were  about  to  auppon  her  towards  the  caoile,  wboi 
ahe  said  faintly,  'Not  ihcre--not  then— ibeae  walh 

I,  madam,"  said  the  Abbol,  "and  to- 

fonet  much,  moeh  more,"  answaed 
ill  e  nary,  in  an  under  lone,  "etelcaa 
lo  ly  ej'ceon  t  hew  well-known  scenes!— 
I  tic  days  which  I  spent  hen  as  ihebiide 
ol  f  murdered" 

Casile  of  Crookelone,"  said  tba  Lady 
F  which  the  Queen  held  her  firal  coort 

nl  narried  to  Dsmley." 

._,   jaid  ihe  Abbot,  "ihy  hand  ia  upon  oil 

—Bear  yet  up,  madam— your  foes  are  ihe  foes  of  Holy 
Church.  Bnd  God  will  this  daj  decide  whether  Scoi- 


ihan  Ibey  to  recsli  the  (finis 

yonder  tree,"  she  said,  pointing  ic 
piew  on  0  emsti  mount  close  to  tbi 
II  well— from  thence  yon  may  e«i 

)&om  ihe  peaks  of  Scbehallion." 
frrrine  herself  from  hpr  awiiiiisntK. 

!c.  while  Lady  FleBimc 

.  ^ IB  of  her  train.  TfaeblacE 

red  the  Qu«n.  v    '  ' 


'ew.    The  Abbol,  Caihei 

Roland    Avenel  foHowe 

kepi  back  the  inferior  n 
horseman  alaofbllov 
closely  SB  the  shadi 


n  the  liebl,  I 


gard(3  himnol,  hut  filed  her  eyes  npon  Ibeqi 

"  Ay,  fair  and  slately  tree,"  ahe  said,  as  if  al  ilw 
Bghl  of  if  she  had  been  rapl  swsy  frcun  the  pmeal 
scene,  and  had  overcome  the  horror  which  had  up- 
pressed   her  at  the  first   sppToaeh    lo   CiookBtDnt 

there  Ihou  stsndest,  gay  and  goodly  ss  ever,  ihoogh 
thou  hearest  ihe  sounds  of  wsr,  instead  of  the  vowi 
ol  love.  All  is  gone  since  I  last  gitjled  lhE«— lore 
and  lotet^vows  and  vowet— king  and  kjDgdom.— 
How  goe«  Ihe  field  my  Lcrd  Abbai7—wi(h  us,  I  imt 
— yel  what  but  evil  can  Haiy'seyeswiinessfiam  ihia 


., __.    11  cnckHDRi  and 

igardensinthB  village,  of  which  ibnhsdafidi 
mm anding  view,  and  which  ahonly lieCMB  lay, 
leirknea  of  sycamore  and  asfa-trecsasstillaM 
I  the  mild  light  of  I  " 


ne  muakMiyaiid  eai 


__ caiKKnaltiyir 

BuBlainod  and  conaiant  lepoitof  the  mi 

son,  minted  with  the  shouts  of  ibe  ii f,^ 

ants,BhawedlhalBayeliiei  Iber  party  had  snan  KOoaL 
"Many  a  soul  Bods  its  final  depannre to biaia 
or  hell,  in  Ibeaa  awini  ihimdeiB,"  said  the  ihtMi 
"  lei  iboaa  tbsl  believB  in  lbs  Holy  Church.  joiBBS 
in  oriaou  for  ncnty  in  tfaia  dlsMl&il  coobat." 


"  Nol  hotB— not  here,"  laid  the  onftnliuiaie  QuMt 
"ttny  nol  here, /'BthBr,  or  pray  in  ■ilenca— my  ran 
»  loo  mach  lom  beiiveen  tho  pait  and  thepreseni, 
dare  to  ipproach  the  hesvenly  throne— Or,  if  T«  w 
be  it  for  one  whose  fondeat  affections  have  be 
lealeel  crimes,  and  who  baa  ceased  lo  be 
calls'  beouae  ^e  waa  a  deceived  aod  a  tendi 


THE  ABBOT. 

'heel  lound  the  base  of  the  bank  where  he  had  al 


pray, 


if  our  &ieiida 
bdtbi 

"0.go 


Inod  Ai- 

rode,  the  hi^jher  and 
lookiDB  cautiously  aro 
himself  in  some  hostile 
shots  rung  sham  and 


Dl  iiVflU,"  said  RoLaod,  "  that  I  rode  sonte- 
Ihe  hosts,  and  saw  the  fsle  of  the  day  1" 
the  name  of  Ood,"  said  the  Abbot ;  far 
—  icattere^  our  flif^t  must  be  haaty — 
arpTOBch  not  loo  nigh  the  conflict; 
1  thine  own  life  depends  on  thy  saie 

I  "but  iail 
w  they  bear 

ly  guard,"  said  Ro- 


iciosed  uound,  and  eier 


beating  of  the  b 


sd  uound,  and  eier 

for  fear  of  involving 

iioi.j.    iis  he  approached,  the 

more  Bharply  on  his  ear,  the 

wilder,  and  he  lelt  that  thick 

y,  andaniicly  foilheduhiouB 

event,  which  even  the  bravust  experience  when  they 
approach  alone  to  ■sceiMofinlerestandof  dai^ter. 

At  lei^lh  he  drew  so  doa^  that  ftom  a  bank,  screen- 
ed by  buafaei  and  underwood,  he  could  distinctly  see 
whera  the  stnugle  was  m(M  keenly  maintained. 
This  was  in  a  holkiw  way,  leadioff  to  the  viLla^,  l^> 

hasty  caumgs  than 


■^ey  fi 


lalhen 


Moflh 


laac.  They  found  thdr  schemo  ancicipaled,  and  the 
hodgesand  encloeures  already  occupico  by  the  enemy, 
led  by  the  celebrated  Kirkcaldy  of  Giange,  and  the 
Esrl  of  HoTTon ;  and  not  atnall  was  the  loss  which 
■bey  BiMlained  whJo  niruftgUng  forward  lo  come  to 
close  with  the  mEU-at-aimB  on  the  other  aide.  Bat, 
as  Ibe  Quei^n'a  foUnweis  were  chiefly  noblemen  and 
barOM  with  thor  kinsmen  and  followers,  they  had 

and  had,  when 
hand  to  hand  al 


back  the  assailants. 


who,  filing  (heir  frondets  hard  a„, 
remain  in  tbat  pojlure  for  hours,  uj 
nrengih  or  ohatinscy  of  the  one  com 
lake  to  flight,  or  bears  him  down  to  1 
locked  together  in  the  deadly  alrosgli 
slowly  [D  and  fn.  aa  one  or  other 
advantage,  those  who  fell  were  trair 
bienda  and  toes j  those  whose  weap 


myomere:  wm 
10  take  abare 


rward  ranks,  rir 


hmiad  their  diggets,  and  the  ( 


(he  twoketi  wi 

"God  and  .  ..   

parly  )  "  God  and  the  Kin] 


?iLXd  from  the  one 
thundered  from   the 

leir  sovereign,  fellow- 
■       ■     '8  bipod,        ■ 


God  and  the  Kme 

'bile,  m  tho  name  of      .  . 

sabjects  on  both  sides  shed  each  olh 
in  (he  name  of  Ibcir  Creator,  defaced  his  image. 
Amid  the  mmull  waa  often  heard  (he  voices  of  the 
captains  shouting  their  cammands;  of  leaders  ix"! 
chiefs,  crying  then  Kalhering  woniaj  of  groans 


ig  and  the  dying. 


.    ThaatiBnglh 


ahrieks  from  ibe  raiting  and  the  ( 

The  strife  had  laaiednearly  an  nc 
of  both  pnnies  soomed  exhaualed ;  —  - —  --„,  — 
unabated,  aod  their  obalinacy  unaubdued,  when  Ro- 
land, who  lamed  a>e  and  ear  to  all  ■rniinil  him.  ■aw 
■  otriinim  of  infantry,  headed  by  ■ 


tioaed  hjmselfi  and,  levelling  their  long  lances,  attack 
the  flank  of  the  Queen's  vanguard,  closely  engaged 
as  they  were  in  eonHict  on  their  front.  The  very  fiat 
glance  showed  liim  that  the  leader  who  directed  ihia 
movement  was  the  Knight  of  Avenel,  his  ancient 
master:  and  the  neit  convinced  him,  that  its  effect 
would  be  decisive.  The  result  o(  the  AUavk  of  fresh 
and  unbroken  forces  upon  the  flank  of  those  already 
weaiied  with  a  long  itod  obMinaie  stroggle,  was  in- 


Tlie  column  of  the  ai 
shown  one  dark,  derut 
sumKninted  with  plumt 
burled  in  confuaian  don 


a,  which  bad  hitherto 
nited  line  of  helmets, 
t  at  once  broken  and 


Seyion  heard  ai 

danger,  and  behind  theB|~.  ..^u.  -,^..^  ^^..-u  -..- 
nessed  ihe disBsitous conclusion  of  Ihefight.  Butno 
sooner  were  they  under  ehclterof  the  trees,  than  Sey- 
ion let  go  his  hold,  and,  in  spiteof  Roland'sefTorts  to 
support  hmi,  fell  al  length  on  the  turf.  "Trouble 
yourself  no  mote  with  rae,"  he  said;  "  this  is  my  first 
and  my  last  battle—and  I  have  abeady  seen  too  much 
of  It  to  wish  to  see  the  close.  Hasten  to  save  tbe 
Queen— and  commend  me  lo  Caiherme— she  will 
never  more  be  mistaken  for  me  nor  I  for  hei^ihe  laat 
sword-stroke  hasmade  an  eternal  distinction." 

"  Let  me  aid  you  to  mount  my  horse,"  said  Roland, 
eagerly,  "  aitd  you  may  yel  be  saved— I  can  find  my 
own  way  on  foot— inm  but  my  horse's  bead  weatward, 
and  he  will  carry  you  fleet  and  easy  as  Ihe  wind." 

"  1  will  never  mount  steed  more."  said  the  youth  i 
"fapewell- 1  love  thee  better  dying,  than  ever  1 
thought  to  have  done  while  in  life— I  would  that  old 
mans  blood  were  noi  on  my  hand  1—Santte  Bma- 
diclc,  orapTomc  .'-Stand  not  to  look  on  a  dying  man, 
but  haste  to  save  the  Queen  I" 
-  These  vforde  were  spoken  with  the  last  effort  of  his 
voice,  and  BcBrci>  were  tliey  uttered  ere  Ihe  speriier 
was  no  more,  Tbey  tccallcd  Roland  lo  the  sense  of 
the  duty  whiirh  he  hod  well  nigh  forgotten,  but  (hey 


"TheQueei 


„..,only. 

where  is  (he  Queen 

r,  who,   followed  h 


._.  -,....  Jir  Halberl  Glendinning 
couched  lane&  calling  ou(  as  he  rode, 
holly-branch,  hall,  and  ahow  your  rig 
" thus  cowardly,  m  " "" 


(o  bear  that 


flyno _    . 

miencelhoudeserveatnollowearl— HalLsiro 
nt,  by  Heaven,  I  will  strike  Ihoewiih  my  lance...  — 
back,  and  slay  theelikeadaslard— I  am  the  Eni^t 
of  Avenel— I  am  Sir  Halberl  Glendmnmg." 

But  Roland,  who  bad  no  ptupose  of  encoiuueniig 
his  old  maaler,  and  who,  beudeii  knew  the  Queen^ 
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"1^  horie,  u>  home  I"  ukl  Calherine  Seyion) 

— -1  be  gone,  or  we  »ie  all  kuL    I  aeciKirBal- 

tj'litg  for  manir  a  league— To  boniv  mr 

m_  1 D-i — J    Btypacioiu  Liega 

,  ■■_ ia*e  nddea  a  mile. 

.n  these  festureB,"  aaid  Haiy,  pouiting  U> 

the  dying  knigbl,  who  had  been  unhelmed  b;  aome 
compaaaionale  hand  I  "took  (here,  and  loU  me  if  she 
who  mini  all  who  love  ber.  aughi  to  fly  a  foot  farlher 
to  raTo  hei  wretched  life  I" 

The  reader  miul  have  long  anlidpatBct  Ihediaco- 
very  which  (be  Queen'e  feelinn  had  made  before  her 
ayeaconlinnHiiL  It  waa  the  leatureB  of  the  unbanpr 
George  DouglaB,  on  which  death  was  BlampinK  hia 

"Look— look  ai  him  Well,"  said  ihe  Queen,  "  ihua 
has  It  beati  with  all  thai  loved  Mary  Stewart !— The 

aaltyofFrandi,  the  wiiofChiaterar,  the  power  and 
lantiy  of  the  gay  Gordon,  the  melody  of  ttiraick  the 
portly  form  and  youthful  graca  ot  Darnley,  the  bold 
address  and  courtly  manners  of  Bothw^ — and  now 
the  deep-deroicd  uessioti  of  the  ni^le  Douglas- 
naught  conld  save  them— they  looked  on  the  wretdied 
Hacy,  and  to  bnve  loved  her  was  crime  enough  to 
deserve  eariy  death  1  tio  sooner  had  the  nclim 
framed  a  kind  ihoughl  of  me,  than  the  poisoned  cup, 
the  Bie  and  block,  the  dagBei,  the  mioe,  were  ready 
to  punish  tbem  for  casting  away  slTecrion  on  such  s 
wretch  as  I  am  I— Iroponune  me  not— I  will  fly  no 
farthei— I  can  die  but  once,  and  I  will  die  here." 

While  she  «)ake,her  tears  tell  fast  on  Ihe  face  of  the 
dying  man,  who  continual  lofii  hia  eyes  on  her  with 
■n  eageinesB  of  pasnon,  which  death  itself  could 
hardly  Euhdne. —  Houtn  not  for  iik^"  lie  said  faintly, 
"but  care  for  your  own  aafety-I  die  in  mine  arnioui 
aa  a  Doiuilaa  shaidd,  and  I  die  pitied  by  Usry 
Stewart  1" 

He  expired  with  these  wotda,  and  withaul  witb- 
diBwins  his  eyes  from  her  bcei  and  Ihs  Queen, 
whose  heart  was  of  that  soft  and  gentle  mould,  which, 
in  domestic  life,  and  with  a  mors  suitable  parlnei 
than  Pamley.  mi^t  have  made  her  happy,  remained 
wecfuns  by  the  dead  map,  until  recalled  to  herself  hi 
the  Abbot,  who  found  it  oeceasary  to  use  a  style  o1 


Cm*r.  XXX7TIL\ 
'ntay'iet  off  kcconiiii8lr~Roland 


rcKKna 


\  did  lo  ur  liiBI  he  demanded  Troni  him  i: 
ollieT  coadiiian  of  liberly,  than  hit  word,  ihat  he  and 
biaIbUowBf»woiildk«WBecretlhodirec  lion  in  which 
'  1  duMD  fled.    As  he  tunud  hie  rein  lo  depen,  the 

BofAdua  Woodcock  Btarad  upon 

,.._ , Koa at  mjamB,  whioh^  et  snomer 

,  voiild  have  exdied  * ' 


liun  with  ui  eipreesioii  at  nupiifli^  i 
-   — nuld  have  exdied  hi(1ieanv  m 

1  of  the  Ibllowera  who  hsd  ej 


frtli.     He  had 

-..pehenced  the 

■nd  they  now  knew 

ijr  hia  barret- 


fflV 


weijghc  of  Roland'. , 

other,  Roland  having  put 

reonun  having  throim 

ihe  iron  bats  in  TroQI,  thai  m  uv^ut  mu 

dilr  aenit  his  maaler.  Into  this  bsnei-cap, 

the  ground,  Roland  foixot  im>i  to  diop  i .. 

irisces,  (&ints  of  the  Queen's  UbenHly,>  sod 

aignat  of  kind  raealleeliDO  and  enduring  msnd „ 

d^wrled  at  hll  gallop  to  orertaka  the  Qneen,  the 
duel  raiaed  b|  her  train  being  ahvsdy  tai  down  Ihe  hiU. 
"  Ii  ia  not  Airr-meneir,"  said  honest  Adam,  waioh- 
ing  and  handHog  the  gold'-"  And  it  wsa  Haalei  Ro- 
land himaetf.  that  ii  a  certain  thing— tbe  aaina  open 
hand,  andbrOurLadyl"— (shniggmehiaahouldera) 
_"  Ik.  .^nie  reKlf  Bet !— My  Lady  will  hear  of  this 
r  she  monms  for  biro  as  ^  he  were  her  son. 
«  how  gay  he  ia  t  But  theae  light  lada  are 
re  lo  be  uppermost  as  ibe  froih  lo  be  on  the  top 
e  quart- po I—Your  man  of  solid  parla  remains 
slalcoiiBr."     Soaoying,  ha  went  lo  aid  hie  com- 

his  maaler  into  the  Caslle  tSCrookalone. 
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IS  shed  dimi^the  hasty  fligfat 

and  sUnghtered  tneadB.  The  dsaths  of  Ibe  uave 
DonglaB,  and  of  the  Aery  bat  gallant  yoong  Seyton, 
seemed  to  aflecl  the  QoeeD  as  moch  si  tbe  bll  from 
the  throne,  on  which  she  had  so  nearly  be«n  again 
seated.  Catherine  Seyton  devoored  m  aecrel  herown 
grief,  annous  to  sicvort  the  broken  spirits  of  her  mis- 
tresa ;  and  the  Abbot,  bending  hia  innibled  tbonghts 
upon  ftinuily,  endesvoorsd  in  vainjo  fonn  some  plan 
which  bad  ■  shadow  of  hope.  The  apint  of  nmng 
Roland,  for  he  also  minRled  in  tbe  haaty  debatsa  hdd 
by  Ihe  companions  of  the  Queen's  flight,  continusd 
tntefaefied  and  imbroksD. 

"Your  Majesty,"  hs  said,  "  has  lost  a  balUo— Your 
~~       'jir,  Bruce,  loai  seven  luccesHvelT.  era  be  sal 
■■—  -n  the  Scoilish  throne,  and  proclaimed 
I  of  a  victor,  in  the  Seld  of  Bannockbum, 
.nceofhiaeounliy.  An  not  these  healba, 
IT  Dareise  at  will  belter  than  the  locked, 


Hsry  made 
Lochleven. 


than  seen  lbs  alaushter  made  by  rebeti  — ._..„  .... 
subjects  who  ol&red  ihemselvee  to  death  for  my  sake. 
Speak  not  to  me  of  fiulhor  efibna— ihey  would  only 
cause  the  livea  of  you,  the  friends  who  recommend 
ibem  I  I  would  not  again  undergo  what  I  felt,  when 
Isawfrom  yonder  mounl  ihs  swotda  of  the  (ell  hotse- 
miB  of  Morton  nging  among  Ihe  faiihfid  Seylona 
and  Hamilton^  for  Ueir  loyally  to  ihar  Queon— 1 

•rhjeli  tmti  tban  laeoaUasat  Is  (In  plaea  iDd  tun  bagk 
•nw  loiii  l^tint  ami  piidiiiis  Dtlients  an'  Aoirilh  UhIi 
UMi,  Tbm  mnaatBaarlienaiHa  ISBanaaafhilbn. 
ud^ttaiRHegt  oM M •afaaiia aol u  kUI,  tat  <>'*a|>  "*■ 
iiiir  ilUftilB  wai  at  UK  tm  MoeMuiUr  to  tbe  -^  -  -'  ■■-- 
■nJirnLwhJgli  Onafs  had  plaDlail  at  IhalaM-l 


_.  —  —  be  empress  of  M  that  Briiaiifs  __„ 
sncloae.  Find  for  me  aoms  plsce  whem  I  can  bids 
my  imhsppj  head,  wbicb  biings  dealmcbon  on  all 
who  love  11— it  ia  the  last  favour  Ihat  Mary  aaka  of 
her  ftithiiil  followera." 

In  ihie  dejected  mood,  bnt  atill  ptirsuing  her  flight 
wilh  unabated  rapidiiv,  the  nnfortunale  Maty,  after 
having  been  joined  by  Lont  Herries  and  a  few  follow- 
era, at  length  balled,  for  the  first  time,  at  Ihe  Abbey 
of  Dundrennan,  nearly  aixiy  milefl  dietanl  from  xao 
field  of  balil&  In  this  remoie  comer  of  Qallo- 
way,  the  Reformation  not  having  yet  been  strielly 
enforced  againal  the  monka,  a  few  aliU  lingered  in 
Iheir  cella  unmolesleol ;  and  Ihe  Prior,  with  teare  and 
leverance,  received  the  AigitiTe  Queen  at  the  gate  of 
his  oonveot. 

ood  liither,"  aaid  ibe  4usan, 

he  Prior,  "if  ii  comea  uf  ifae 


md  supported 


by  her  ladieiL 

•JhfY.  which, 

BO,  seemeo  aa  if  if  mourned 

the  Queei),  whivohng.  "  let 
-ask  thy  heart,  and  it  will 
I  infUog  request  even  in  this 

her  apartment,  and  in  tbe 

iratlendanta,  ibe  falat  reao- 

ngland  waa  finallj  adopled. 

^  ..  .—    red  her  approbation,  and  a 

despatched  lo  the  Enidish  wardeik,  to 

pray  him  for  aaft  eoitdnet  and  bospitsuiy,  on  the  part 
of  the  Qjiaen  of  Scotland.  On  lbs  neit  day.  lbs 
Abbot  Ambrose  walked  in  the  ganten  of  the  Abbey 
wilh  Roland,  to  whom  he  etpreesed  his  disapproba- 


rolher,  of  whose  prasenee, 

iclamalion,  the  .Ubot  had  not  bsen  swars — "  Oaie 
'  ir  t— I  am  hs  who  was 


tbe  Abbot 

gardener  Blinkhooh 
to  the  place  in  which 

Hi™  had,  for  one  to 


&>nibce_Bi  Kennaquhaii 


lousoldmaD,  "andyellw 
and  pillagRl  by  tioopen  on 
me  the  certiBcate  that  you 


_.  Lochlcven,  hunted  round 
a  1  served  my  noviciate,  and  now 
ise  ma  up  again  I— A  weary  lifo 
o  whom  peace  was  ever  the  dear- 
id  you  of  our  company,  good  fa- 
•ol)  "and  the  Queen  will,  1  lau', 


before,"  said  Ihs  iiueni- 
— I  put  forth  from  Einroash 
ihe  road. — Tliey  look  frooi 

-  •  -■^^in/fhABsron 
(-Too 


—ay,  1ft  was  a  moaa-iroopet  Ii 

ukad  me  of  i^  and  1  could  never  find  il,  but  they 
found  it— it  ehi3wed  the  marriage  of— of^-my  memoir 
fails  me-~No*  see  ho w  msi  dilR(l  Father  Nicbolaa 
would  have  told  yon  a  hund,red  tales  of  tbe,Abbol 

I "Tu,  loun 

'""Waan'ot  Avenel  the  name  you  seek,  my  good 
Father^"  said  Roland,  impalienily.  yet  moderaong 
hia  lone  for  fear  of  alarming  or  onending  the  mnrm 
old  man. 

"Av,  right— AveueL  Julian  Avenel- Yon  are  per- 
fect in  the  name— I  kept  all  the  qiacial  oonfesaionfc 
judidngil  held  with  myvowtodoso— Icoidd  not  find 
It  when  my  succeaaor,  Ambroaiua,  qrake  on't— butthe 
Inxvers  found  it,  and  the  Knight  who  commanded 
the  party  struck  his  hreaat,  till  his  hsubark  dstlend 
like  an  empV  watraing-can." 

"  Saint  MBIT  I"  said  the  Abbot,  "  in  whom  could 
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such  a  paper  excite  such  interest  7  What  was  the 
appearance  of  the  Knight,  his  arras,  nw  «>»<>uf«  *  ,, 

'^^  Ye  distract  me  with  your  questions— J  darod  hardly 
look  at  him— they  charged  me  with  bearing  letters  for 
the  Queen,  and  searched  my  hmuI— This  was  all  along 
of  your  doings  at  Lochleven." 

'^l  trust  in  God,"  said  the  Abbot  to  Roland,  who 
stood  beside  him,  shivering  and  trembling  with  impa- 
tience, "  the  pa[>er  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  my 
brother— I  heard  he  had  been  with  his  followers  on 
the  scout  betwixt  Stirlin;?  and  Glasgow.— Bore  not 
the  Knight  a  holly-bouj?h  m  his  helmet  7— Canst  thou 
not  remember? 

"O,  remember— remember,  said  the  old  man, 
pettishly ;  "  count  as  many  years  as  I  do,  if  your  plots 
will  letyou,  and  see  what,  and  how  much,  you  remem- 
ber.—Why,  I  scarce  remember  the  pearmains  which 
I  graffed  "here  with  my  own  hands  some  fifty  years 
since." 

At  this  moment  a  bugle  sounded  loudly  from  the 

be-aoh- 

"It  is  the  death-blast  to  Queen  Mary's  royalty !" 
said  Ambroeius ;  "  the  English  warden's  answer  has 
been  received,  favourable  doubtless,  for  when  was  the 
door  of  the  trap  closed  against  the  prey  which  it  was 
set  for?— Droop  not,  Roland— this  matter  shall  be 
sifted  to  the  bottom— but  we  must  not  now  leave  the 
Queen— Fallow  me— let  us  do  our  duty,  and  trust  the 
issue  with  God— Farewell,  good  Father— I  will  visit 
thee  again  soon." 

He  was  about  to  leave  the  garden,  followed  by 
Roland,  with  half- reluct  ant  steps.  The  Ex-Abbot 
resumed  his  spade. 

*•  I  could  be  sorry  for  these  men,"  he  said.  "  ay,  and 
for  that  poor  Queen,  but  what  avail  earthly  sorrows 
to  a  man  of  fourscore?— and  it  is  a  rare  dropping 
morning  for  the  early  colewort" 

"He  IS  stricken  with  ai^e,"  said  Ambrosius,  as  he 
dragged  Roland  down  to  the  sea-beach ;  "  we  must  let 
him  take  his  time  to  collect  himself— nothing  now 
can  be  thought  on  but  the  fate  of  the  Queen." 

They  soon  arrived  where  she  stood,  surrounded  by 
her  Utile  irain,  and  by  her  side  the  sheriff  of  Cumber- 
land, a  gentleman  of  the  house  of  Lowther,  richly 
dressed  and  accompanied  by  soldiers.  The  aspect  of 
the  Queen  exhibited  a  singular  mixture  of  alacnty  and 
reluctance  to  depart.     Her  language  and  gestures 

Xke  hope  and  consolation  to  her  attendants,  and 
seemed  desirous  to  persuade  even  herself  that  the 
step  she  adopted  was  secure,  and  that  the  assurance 
she  had  received  of  kind  receptbn  was  altogether 
satisfactory ;  but  her  quivering  lip,  and  unsettled  eye, 
betrayed  at  once  her  anguish  at  departing  from  Scot- 
land, and  her  fears  of  confiding  herself  to  the  doubt- 
ful faith  of  England. 

"  Welcome,  my  Lord  Abbot,"  she  said,  speaking  to 
Ambrosius,  "and  you,  Roland  AveneJL  we  have  joyful 
news  for  you— our  loving  sister's  officer  proffers  us, 
in  her  name,  a  safe  asylum  from  the  rebels  who  have 
driven  us  from  our  own — only  it  grieves  me  we  must 
here  part  from  you  for  a  short  space." 

"Part  from  us,  madam!"  said  the  Abbot  "Is 
your  welcome  in  England,  then,  to  commence  with 
the  abridgement  of  your  train,  and  dismissal  of  your 
counsellors?"  m 

"fake  it  not  thus,  good  Father,"  said  Mary;  "the 
Warden  and  the  Sheriff,  faithful  sepants  of  our  Royal 
Sister,  deem  it  necessary  to  obey  her  instructions  in 
the  present  case,  even  to  the  letter,  and  can  only  take 
upon  them  to  admit  me  with  my  female  attendants. 
An  express  will  instantly  be  despatched  from  London, 
assigning  me  a  place  of  residence ;  and  I  will  speedily 
■end  to  all  of  you  whenever  my  Court  shall  be  formed." 

"Your  Court  formed  in  England !  and  while  Eliza- 
beth hves  and  reigns  7"  said  the  Abbot— "that  will 
be  when  we  shall  see  two  suns  in  one  heaven  I" 

"Do  not  think  so,"  replied  the  Queen;  "we  are 
well  assured  of  our  sister's  good  faiih.  Elizabeth 
loves  fame — and  not  all  that  she  has  won  by  her 
power  and  her  wisdom  will  equal  that  which  she  wU 
acquire  by  extending  her  hospitality  to  a  distressed 
sister!  *  not  all  that  she  may  hereafter  do  of  good, 
wise,  and  great,  would  blot  out  the  reproach  of  abus- 
ing our  confidence.— Farewell,  my  page— now  my 


knight—CureweU  for  a  bpef  season.  I  wiU  diy  tbe 
tears  of  Catherine,  or  I  will  wea)  with  her  tfll  oeitfaer 
of  us  can  weep  longer."  She  held  out  her  band  to 
Rpland,  who,  flinging  himself  on  his  knees,  kissed  it 
with  much  emotion.  He  was  about  to  render  the 
same  homage  to  Catherine,  when  the  ^uoeo.  assum- 
ing an  air  of  sprightliness,  said^  "  Her  ups,  tnou  fool- 
ish boy !  and,  Catherine,  coy  it  not— these  Kngliah 
gentlemen  should  see,  that,  even  in  our  cold  cUm^ 
Beauty  knows  how  to  reward  Bravery  and  Fidelity  r 
"We  are  not  now  to  learn  the  force  of  Scottish 
beauty,  or  the  mettle  of  Scottish  valour,"  said  the 
Sheriff  of  Cumberland,  courteously— "  I  would  it  were 
in  my  power  to  bid  these  attendants  upon  her  who  is 
herself^ the  mistress  of  Scottiph  beauty,  as  welcome 
to  England  as  my  poor  cares  would  make  them.  Bat 
our  Queen's  orders  are  positive  in  case  of  such  an 
emeigence,  and  they  must  not  be  disputed  by  her  tob- 
ject— May  I  remind  your  Majesty  that  the  tide  ebbs 
fast  ?" 

The  Sheriff  took  the  Queen's  hand,  and  she  had 
already  placed  her  foot  on  the  gangway,  by  which  she 
was  to  enter  the  skiflj  when  the  Abbot,  starting  from 
a  trance  of  grief  and  astonishment  at  the  words  ot 
the  Sherifii  rushed  into  the  water,  and  seized  upon  her 
mantle. 

"  She  foresaw  it !— ishe  foresaw  it !"— he  exclaimed 
— "  she  foresaw  your  flight  into  her  realm ;  and  fore- 
seeing it,  gave  orders  you  should  be  thos  received. 
Blinded,  oeceived,  doomed  Princess!  your  fate  is 
scmled  when  you  quit  this  strand. — Queen  of  Scot- 
landj  thou  shalt  not  leave  thine  heritage !"  he  conti- 
nuea,  holding  a  still  firmer  grasp  upon  her  mantle; 
"  true  men  snail  turn  rebels  to  thy  wll,  that  they  may 
save  thee  from  captivity  or  death.  Fear  not  the  bills 
and  bows  whom  that  gay  man  has  at  his  beck— we 
will  withstand  him  by  force.  O.  for  the  arm  of  my 
wariike  brother  I— Roland  Avenel,  draw  thy  swoni  !^ 
The  Queen  stood  irresolute  and  frightened;  one 
foot  upon  the  plank,  the  other  on  the  sand  of  her  na- 
tive shore,  which  she  was  quitting  for  ever. 

"  What  needs  this  violence,  Sir  Priest  T*  said  the 
Sheriff  of  Cumberland ;  "  1  came  hither .  at  vour 
Queen's  command,  to  do  her  service;  and  I  will  de- 
part at  her  least  order^  if  she  rejects  such  aki  as  I  can 
offer.  No  marvel  is  it  if  our  Queen's  wisdom  fore- 
saw that  such  chance  as  this  might  hanpen  amklsl 
the  turmoils  of  your  unsettled  State ;  and,  while  wil- 
ling to  afford  fair  hospitality  to  her  Royal  Sister, 
deemed  it  wise  to  prohibit  the  entrance  of  a  broken 
army  of  her  followers  into  the  English  frontier." 

"  You  hear,"  said  Queen  Mary,  gently  unloosing 
her  robe  from  the  Abbot's  grasp,  "that  we  exerciae 
full  liberty  of  choice  in  leaving  this  shore ;  and,  qoes- 
tionless,  the  choice  will  remain  free  to  us  in  going  to 
France,  or  Returning  to  our,  own  dominions,  as  we 
shall  determine — Besides,  it  is  too  late — Your  bless- 
ing, Father,  and  God  speed  thee  T' 

May  He  have  mercy  on  thee,  Princess,  and  speed 
thee  also !"  said  the  Abbot,  retreating  "  But  my  wwA 
tells  me  I  look  on  thee  for  the  last  tune  V\ 

The  sails  were  hoisted,  the  oars  were  plied,  the  ves- 
sel went  freshly  on  her  way  tbrou^  the  Frith,  which 
divides  the  shores  of  Cumberland  from  those  of  Gal- 
loway \  but  not  till  the  vessel  diminished  to  the  size 
of  a  child's  frigate,  did  the  doubtful,  and  dejected,  and 
dismissed  followers  of  the  Queen  cease  to  linger  on 
the  sands :  and  long,  long  could  they  discern  the  ker- 
chief of  Mar>\  as  she  waved  the  oft-repeated  signal  of 
adieu  to  her  faithful  adherents,  and  to  the  shores  of 
Scotland. 


Ip  good  tidings  of  a  private  nature  could  have  con- 
soled Roland  for  partmg  with  his  mistress,  and  for 
the  distresses  of  his  sovereign,  he  received  such  com- 
fort some  days  subsequent  to  the  Queen's  leaving 
Dundrennan.  A  breathless  post— no  other  than  Adam 
Woodcock— brought  despatches  from  Sir  Halbert 
Glendinning  to  the  Abbot,  whom  he  found  with  Ro- 
land, still  residing  at  Dundrennan,  and  in  vain  tor- 
turing Boniface  with  fresh  interrogations.  The 
packet  bore  an  earnest  invitation  to  his  brother  to 
make  Avenel  Castle  for  a  time  his  residence.    "Hit 
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TBK  ABBOT. 


clemaDOsr  o{  ihs  KesEnt,"  nid  the  wnler,  "hu 
tended  paidon  both  lo  BoUnd  and  Vt  you,  upoa 
dilion  of  youf  rsmai  '  "     ^ 

And  I  have  ibnt  i 

loj^y  lislen  lo,  bui  wbjcb  will  b«  tljn  bimd  Ui  oSird 


a  time  undir  my  ward^p. 

'Sf.  ■" 


me,  ae  tbe  buaband  of  bis  neueet  relalive, 
lesl  in  the  future  coutae  of  his  bfi^" 

The  Abbot  read  tbis  leiier.  and  pauaod,  aa  if  consi- 
derbiB  what  were  bcsi  for  him  lo  do.  Mean  whde, 
Woodcock  look  Rolaod  gaide,  and  addressed  faim  as 
fpllows:-Now,  look,  MttHler  Roland,  thai  you  do 
not  lei  anypapiBitie  noDsenee  lure  either  the  phcel  or 
you  from  tbe  right  quarry.  See  you,  you  eter  bont 
youraelf  aa  a  bit  of  a  gentleinan.  (iead  that,  and 
thank  Ood  thai  threw  old  Abbot  Bonifoce  in  our 

him' lowarda  Dundrcnnan  here.  We  aearcbedTim 
ibr  inleltiKeoce  concerning  that  fair  eiploil  of  yours 
al  Lochleren.  thai  baa  coat  many  a  man  hia  life,  and 

foryour  puiposa  ibaa  oura." 

The  paper  wbiob  ha  gave,  was,  indeed,  an  atleata- 
Lion  br  Father  Philip,  aubacribinfl  himself  unworthy 
Saciislan,  and  brother  of  the  Houae  of  Saint  Mary'a, 
slating  "  that  under  a  vow  of  aecrecy  he  had  uniiad. 


the  for 

tbe  ladv  w> 


tual  eiperiencea  and 


lid 

*hicbhehadconiicientiou8lytienaiiied,ilmighl 
cave  Temaioed  for  evei  bidden  amonsBt  thein,  but 
for  the  more  active  reaearcbeB  of  Sir  Haiberl  Olan- 

.  Ha  <n  l>i>  hoii  of  ATenel  at  last 
d  lady  have  Rone  to 

I  aay  yea,  my  tniaty 

live  to  aee  thai  day, 


<»rds  of  fi 


dinning. 


»,; 


.u  will  n 


"Not  if  il  be  in  my  power  li 
Why  then.  I  m 


keep  on  feeding  the  eyi 
uid  Woodcock  aturdiiy,  ye 


„,._Eed  fleah, 

,         .  (if  doubting  the  reeep- 

_  .hai  hia  roqueat  might  meet  with. 
"TbouthaiiiHsl  ihem  with  wbal  yon  Ual  fori..., 
said  Roland,  laughingi   "I  am  noi  many  months 
older  than  when  1  \elt  ihe  Caslk;  but  I  Irual  I  have 
gathered  wii  enough  10  cross  no  man  of  skill  in  hie 

"Then  I  would  n 

falconer,"   said   Ad ^ 

Queen's  neBher— bol  they  aay  she  will  bi .. 
and  never  need  one.— I  see  it  grieves  you  ti 
it,  and  1  could  grieve  for  company ;  but  who 


1— Fortane  «iD 
jmaelf  noaisa.' 
The  Abbot  an 


n  flichl,lel  knun halloo 

and  Roland  joumeyal  to  Avenel.  wbore 

nderlyreceiTcdbf  hia  bnMher.  while 

joy  10  find  that  in  her  favourila  at' 
itected  tbe  aole  Hurviving  branch  of 
Sir  Halbert  Glendinnmg  aod  his 


rief  aiqueintance  wilh  the 


....  -_  J  had  pro- 

and  rejoiced  to  find,  in 

a  a,  ■  modsB 
I  acquBinled 

in  demanding  the  conaideralion  which 

,  and  voiuniariry  yielded  lo  him.    The  old 

Major  Domo  Wingaie  was  tbe  Etst  losing  hiapraiKSi 
'->  which  Ura.  LiUaa  bore  a  loud  echo,  always  fac^MOK 
lai  God  would  teach  him  Ihe  triM  soaut. 
'I^D  the  true  govd  ihe  heart  of  Roland  had  sscretly 
ing  inclined,  and  the  departure  of  iho  good  Abbot 
>i  France,  with  the  pnrpoaa  of  enlering  into  soms 
Duseof  his  order  in  ifiatkirwdom,  removed  hischirf 
objection  to  renouncing  the  CathoLc  faiih.  Another 
might  have  BUaled  in  the  duly  which  he  owed  to 
\t — 1^1^..  rf^ L_^i_  L.. !.:_., J  from  gratiiude. 

-^-^-,  —- ^.... , 1  at  Cologne,  in 

e  performance  of  «  penance  loo  eevere  lor  her  age, 
..hich  she  had  taken  upon  herself  in  behalf  of  iha 
Queen  and  Church  of  Scotland,  ao  soon  aa  she  heard 
of  Ihe  defeat  al  Langaide.  Ilie  zeal  of  the  Abbot 
Ambroaiua  wae  more  rwulatcd;  but  he  reiired  inio 

ihe  Scolliab  convent  of ,  and  so  Uved  thara, 

that  the  fratemily  wero  inclined  id  claim  for  him  the 
hononn  of  canoniiation.  Bui  he  Kuesaed  ifaeir  pur- 
pose, and  prayed  them,  on  hia  death-bed,  to  do  no 
honouTB  to  the  body  of^  one  aa  ainful  as  ihemaelvcB; 
*na  body  and  bis  bean  to  be  buried  in 

-aiale,in  tbe  monaalery  of  Saint  Mary's, 

ihal  Ihe  last  Abbot  of  that  celebrated  bouse  of  davo- 
on  might  Bleep  among  its  raina.* 
Long  before  thai  pmiod  arrived,  Roland  Avenel 


id  pncordUUiHiiiie 

—  •I>iet;^^f«» 

iLViuB  alBi  oiliBit  aiMni  Volaiiiaiem  I  aaeproDriiiiU 
^'t  fi^lfc  aal  laliiknbu  pndMaMHfi  ^^^^ 
"!'"«>  a>iB"™<™^.»Wi«!Siwi™j™ 


•ma  weddad  W  CitlMriiM  Sqrtco,  who,  aftw  tt»o 
jewV  randoice  with  Iwr  untupn  miiinw,  «ru  dw- 
iiii— lit,  upon  bar  bciDB  (ubjacted  to  doiw  rcamini 
Uiiui  had  been  icHntexaroued.  Sba  ralunml  to  bar 
tktha'a  boon,  uid  u  Roluid  wu  Bi^DOwlcdecd  for 
the  MKOMMr  and  leirfal  bdtof  Iheandanlhoiueof 
A«aad,  gn»llj  incceaaed  aa  the  eatale  waa  bf  tha 
proridenoaofSiTlIalbertOleiHliiuiiiiKthQeOGmted 
BoobiecliMiBto  Uumalchon  thepanofhet  funajr. 
Her  ■DodHn'  waa  rsocDtly  dead  wheo  ahe  firat  «a(ena 
ihatmiTeQti  and  her  fbiher,  in  dia  uaaattM  tioiaa 
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whidi  fbllawad  Qnaan  Haiya  Bigkt  lo  Bi^and,  w« 
not  anna  to  an  «lli«m-  with  a  ruith,  wbo7tiiiDalf 
la]nllaQDaanMair,a(illhddaaiiMuifln«ice,  ihta^ 
meuia  of  Sir  Halbivt  Olendumintt.  wiih  the  paiti  n 

Rdjind  and  CaibaiiM  therafcTe,,w«>e  imitad.  ^* 
af  ihsir  difisrinB  tiithi ;  and  the  White  Ladr,  whi* 
appaniion  had  been  lofreqiWDI  wbm  the  booac  d 
AveQel  meemtd  Tersiiis  to  eitiDction,  wma  acen  m 
eport  bf  bar  hanaiaf  well,  with  awnta  of  a^arood 
D(C  boaom  u  broad  aa  the  baldnck  of  an  Ear). 


THE  END  OF  THE  ABBOT. 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  ££NILW0RTH. 


CUMNOR  HALL. 

The  dawt  of  MnnnMr  oifftotdid  tell ; 

TlM  mooo,  iweafc  refwot  of  the  aky, 
aUver'd  tlM  walls  of  Cumnor  Hall, 

And  many  ao  oak  thftt  grew  UMi«b7' 


Now  noofiit  wai  hoard  beooath  Um 
The  MMind*  of  bu^  life  wwe  atill, 

Save  an  unharoj  laor'a  aifha. 
That  iMued  nt>m  that  lonely  pile. 


"  Leieeetsr,"  ahe  eried,  "  ii  thia  thr  loro 
'niatthoaaooftbaaiwoni  tome, 

To  leave  me  in  thia  lonely  «roTe, 
Immnrad  in  ahameAil  privity! 

"No  more  thou  cmn'atwith  lover's  speed. 

Thy  onoe  beloved  hride  to  see ; 
Buibeshe  allM,  or  be  she  dead, 

I  fcar,  stem  Bart,  *s  the  same  to  thee. 

"  Not  so  the  usage  I  leoeived 
When  happy  in  my  fkther's  hall  { 

No  fluthless  husband  then  me  grisved. 
No  chilling  fsars  did  me  appaL 

"  I  roae  up  with  the  cheerflil  mom, 
No  lark  more  blithe,  no  flower  mora  gay 

And  like  the  bird  that  haunts  the  thorn, 
80  merrily  sung  the  liyelong  day. 

"  If  that  my  beauty  is  but  small. 
Among  oovt  ladies  all  despised. 

Why  didst  thou  rend  it  (tom  that  hall, 
where,  soorolbl  Earl,  it  well  was  prmsd  9 

"  And  when  you  flrst  to  me  m«le  suit. 
How  Aux  I  was  you  oft  would  say  i 

And  proud  of  eooquest,  pluok'd  the  fhnt. 
Then  left  tha  blossom  to  decay. 

"Teal  now  neglected  and  despised. 
The  roea.ia^e.  the  lily's  dead  ; 

^But  he  that  once  their  charms  so  prised. 
Is  sure  the  cause  those  d»arms  are  fled. 


"  For  know,  when  sick'ning  grief  doth 


AjU  tender  love's  repaid 
The  sweetest  beauty  wiU  decay*— 
What  floweret  can  endure  the  slorm) 

"  At  court,  rm  toM.  is  beauty's  throne. 

Whwe  every  lady^s  paming  rare, 
That  Easlem  flowers,  that  shame  the  son. 

Are  not  so  ^owtaig,  not  so  Ikir. 

"  Then,  Earl,  why  didst  thou  leave  the  beds 
Where  roees  and  where  lilies  vie, 

Toseekaprinuose,  whoee  pale  shades 
Must  sicken  when'^hose  gauds  afi  by  1 

"  'Mong  rural  beautias  I  was  one, 
Among  the  Adds  wild  flowen  are  fUr ; 

Some  oountrv  swain  might  me  have  won. 
And  thou^t  my  beauty  passing  tars. 

"  ^^^i^^*^'  (o^I  mn^  am  wrong.) 
Or  tk  not  beuity  lures  thy  vows  ; 

Rather  ambition's  gilded  crown 
Blakea  thee  ferget  thy  humble  spouse. 

"  SSffl  ^«5»*»'  y^'  M»in  I  plead, 
when  some  lUr 


"  Why  didst  thoo  ^aase  my  humble  charmc. 
And,  oh  (  then  leave  them  todeeay  * 

Why  didst  thou  win  me  to  thy  aims. 
Tfieo  leave  to  mourn  the  livelong  day! 

"  TbtB  village  maidens  of  the  plain 

flahite  roe  lowly  as  they  go  i 
EOiMH  ttitty  mam  my  ■iucen  t 

Nor  mhuta  Countess  can  ha' 


tmui, 

IVI^WO. 


"  The  aiqvie  nymphs  t  they  little  know 
How  flu*  more  happy's  th^  estate  t 

Te  smile  for  joy— than  sigh  for  wo— 
Tto  be  content— than  to  be  great 

"  How  fkrlem  Mast  am  I  than  themi 
Dailf  to  pine  and  waste  with  can  1 

Like  ue  poor  plant,  that,  fttun  its  stem 
Divided,  feels  the  chilling  air. 

"  Nor,  cruel  Eari  t  can  I  eiuoy 
Thfl'humMe  ^laims  of  solitvde  ; 

Your  minions  proud  my  peace  destroy. 
By  suUeo  (Vownsor  pretings  rude. 

"  Last  night,  as  sad  I  chanced  to  stray. 

The  village  death-bell  smote  my  ear ; 
They  wink'd  aside,  and  seemsrt  to  ssy. 

'  Countess,  prepare,  thy  end  Is  near  I' 

"  And  now,  while  iMppy  peasants  sleep. 

Here  I  sit  lonely  and  fbrtora ; 
No  one  to  soothe  me  as  I  weep. 

Save  Philomel  on  yonder  thom. 

"  My  qririts  flag-^ny  hopes  decay— 
Sull  that  dread  death-bell  smites  my  ear 


And  many  a  boding  seems  to  .-,, 
'  Countess,  prepare,  thy  end  is  near  I"* 

Thus  sore  and  sad  that  lady  grieved. 
In  Cumnor  Hall,  so  lone  aad  drear  -. 

And  many  a  heartMt  sigh  mm  heaved. 
And  let  tell  many  a  bitter  tear. 

And  ere  the  dawn  of  day  appear*d. 
In  Cunmor  Hall,  so  lone  and  drear. 

Full  many  a  piarotng  sersam  war  "  ' 
And  many  a  cry  of  mortal  fear. 


Hi  ^Bountryaaid. 

yi  iJKea  might  be  thine  t 


The  death-beU  thrice  was  heard  to  ring. 

An  arial  voice  was  heard  to  call. 
And  thrice  the  raven  flanp'd  its  wuf 

Around  the  towen  of  Cumnor  HaS. 

The  mastiff  howl'd  at  village  dow. 
The  oaks  were  shattn'd  on  the  green  i 

Wo  was  the  hour— for  never  more 
lliat  hajdew  Countess  e'er  was  seen  1 

And  in  that  Manor  now  no  more 
Is  cheerfli^east  and  spri^itly  ball  i 

For  ever  since  that  dreairy  boar 
Have  spirits  haunted  Cumimr  Hall. 

The  villafe  maids,  with  tearftil  glanee. 

Avoid  the  ancient  moss-grown  wall ; 
Nor  ever  lead  the  merry  dance. 

Among  the  groves  of  Cumnor  Hall. 

Full  many  a  travdlOT  oft  hath  sigh'd, 
And  psosive  wept  the  Countaes*  teU. 

As  wand'rinf  onwards  they've  mpM 
The  haunted  towen  of  Cumaor  BdL 


m 


mi. 
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KENILWORTH. 


CHAPTER  1. 


ian,  the  tne  itndeiTOiiB  of  all  tni 

wbeie  the  humour  of  aach  dupl^r*  itw^  

ceranoDrornatreiiil.  Thk ia apecully wiubla wboi 
the  scene  ia  laid  during  lb>  old  dajB  of  10017  Edr* 
land,  when  the  guMU  woe  in  midu  tort  not  auretf 

Hoali  who  was  naualljr  a 


pamona  of  mne  Hoal,  who  waa  naualljr  a  pcnoMM 
of  piTviknd  fteedom,  eomaly  pnaenee,  and  Bm- 
hnnMHiT.  Fatroniaed  bj  hioL  Uic  eharacten  M  Iba 
compaDir  were  placed  ra  ready  co&tnat;  and  Iher 
Beldam  biled,  during  the  emptying  of  a  ■x-booped 
pol,  to  throw  off  reaerve,  and  preaent  tbemedTea  10 
each  other,  and  to  theij  landlord,  with  the  ttaedom 
of  old  acquaintance. 

The  villue  of  Cumqor,  within  Ihrae  or  lour  ntilea 
of  Oifbrd,  boaated,  during  the  d^Ieenth  of  (lueen 
mixabeifa,  an  eicellent  inn  of  the  old  slatnp,  con- 
ducted, or  rather  ruled,  by  Giles  Ooiling,  •  man  of  a 
goodly  person,  and  of  somewhat  round  belly  i  fifty 
year«  of  age  and  upwards,  moderate  in  his  reckon- 
ingB,  prompt  in  his  paymenta,  having  a  «iar  of 
sound  liquor,  a  ready  wit,  and  a  pimlf  dauButeT. 
Since  Iho  days  of  old  Harry  Baillie  of  the  TaBbard 
m  Southwark,  no  one  had  excelled  OUt  OotiiBg  ia 
the  power  of  pleasinE  his  guest  of  eyery  description ) 
■nd  BO  great  was  hia  fame,  that  to  hare  been  in  Cum- 
nor,  \vilhout  wecdng  a  cap  at  the  bonmr  Black  Beai\ 
would  have  been  to  arouch  ona'a-aelf  utieriy  indif- 
ferent to  repulalian  as  a  traveller.  A  country  fellow 
might  as  well  return  from  London,  without  looking 
in  the  face  of  majeely.    Hie  men  «f  Cnmnor  were 

troud  of  ibeir  Host,  and  their  Host  was  proud  of  hte 
ouae,  his  liquor,  bis  daughter,  and  bimBelf 
It  was  in  the  court-yard  of  the  inn  wbicb  celled 
ihia  honest  lellow  landlonl,  that  a  traveller  aligbud 
111  the  close  of  the  evening,  gave  bis  hoTBC,  which 
seemed  to  have  made  a  long  journey,  to  the  hoatler. 
and  made  some  inquiry,  which  produced  the  '  " 


e  dialogue  b 
'^-'-  "lar. 

uid,,Triii"HuitIe 


l^ckBeor. 

'What,  ho!  Joho  TapaleiJ 
...  i.__j  oKii  ".jtler,"  I 


lyrmidonB  of  the 


le  of  loose jack- 


..ilhout  a  dooi, „ 

outer  cellar. 

"  Here  ia  a  sentleman  aaka  if  you  draw  ga 
continued  the  tiostler, 

"  Besbrew  my  bean  else,"  anawered  the 

"aince  there  are  but  four  milea  betwixt  ua  a 

lord. — Harry,  if  my  ale  did  not  cMtvince  the  heula  of 
■he  scholara,  they  would  Boon  cqnvtnce  my  pate  with 

(he  rwwter  UODon.^'  ~ 


Call 


,ouX°Oifi..-  .-„.-  . ... 

now  quilted  iha  ran  ot  hia  hone,  and  w 
J  lowarde  ihe  inn-door,  when  he  was  e 
by  tbs  goodly  form  of  GUlea  Doebng  hii 


the  BITSDser;  "lei  it  be 
and  give  me  your  good  ' 


hearl,  toy  good 
'lu^  to  drinSfT" 


"  Nay,  you  are  bin  in  your  acddence  yet,  Sir  1^- 
vtUar,  if  you  call  on  your  boat  for  help  lor  aach  a  np- 

might  tack  aome  nai^bonriy  aid  at  my  hand,  and 
yet  call  youraalf  a  tCT>er." 

"  Fear  me  not,"  aaid  the  gnest,  "  I  will  do  my  de- 
voir aa  becomea  a  man  who  finds  himself  within  Stb 
milea  of  Oxford  ^  for  I  am  not  come  from  the  bid  of 
Mara  to  discredit  myselT  amongst  the  followsra  of 

Aa  he  nike  thna,  the  landlord,  with-  much  aam- 
Uance  of  hearty  welcome,  UBboed  his  guest  into  a 
large  low  chamber,  where  aeveral  peraona  wen  aeal- 
ed  tDgetber  in  difioent  partjesi  soma  drinking,  soma 
playing  at  cards,  aome  converaing,  and  some,  whoM 
bnanea*  called  them  lo  be  eariy  riaera  on  the  moiTow, 
concluding  their  eveiung  meal,  and  conferring  with 
the  diatDberlain  about  Ihair  ni^t'a  quanera. 

Tile  entrance  of  a  alranget  procured  bim  that  ga- 
nenl  and  careless  sort  of  attention  which  ia  umaUy 
paid  on  sach  occaaionafivm  which  the  following  m- 
anllB  were  deduced :— The  gueat  was  one  of  thoaa 
who,  with  a  well-made  peraon,  and  feacuna  not  m 
Ives  ippleaang,  are  neverthetaaa  ao  for  from 
me,  that,  whetber  from  the  expreaannoftluir 
e  of  their  voice,  or  from  iboT  gait 
aiisM  on  the  whole,  a  diBiiichna- 

_.  ~  __.  ity.   'nie  Btrangai'a  addreaa  was 

bold,  without  bang  frank,  and  aeemed  eagerly  and 
haaldy  to  claim  fin' nim  a  degree  of  attention  and  da- 
lutaet,  vrtkicfa  he  fkaied  would  be  ndbaed,  if  not 
inataatly  n^kaied  aa  hia  li^t.  Hia  aitiie  waa  a 
"  i-cloak,  whielL  wlien  open,  displayed  a  band- 
iaian  eve-laid  with  lac«  and  bdied  with  a  buff 


You  ride  weU  provided,  w,"  aakl  the  boat,  look- 
-.„  at  the  weapons  aa  he  placed  on  the  t~"~  '*" 
mulled  sack  wlucb  the  travellra'  had  ordered. 


[acad  on  the  table  the 
Br  had  01 '       ' 

, . .. ,  found  tl 

'IB  linu&  and  I  do  not,  bke  your  modem 
I,  turn  ott  my  followsB  the  inatani  ihay  are 

arl"  Boid  Oilea  Gosling ;  "  then  you  are  Ihiin 
"  inntries,  the  land  of  pike  and  csliverr' 
leen  hif^  and  low,  my  friend,  broad  and 


ve  been  h 

11' 


.  thyatf  another  to  sledge  me  1  ancC  if  it  is 
superlative,  o'enASik.as  you  have  brewed. 
^n  BupeiiativeT"  said  Oilea  Gosliog,  drink- 


s?ft 


I  ^n  Bupariativel 
he  cnp,  and 


_M— Jing  bte  lips  w 

mow  oothina:  of  auperiatii&DOT 
jui;u  ■  ••i,n>  jt  the  Three  Cranea,  m  the  VIb- 
o  my  knonnWgoi  but  if  vou  find  better  sack 
that  in  the  SDOTea,  ot  in  the  Cananea  ntbar,  I 

d  I  may  ntyer  touch  Mnr  pot  orjeanr  mpn. 

Why,  hold  It  up  betwixt  yon  and  the  bght,  you  ahall 
^__  '-I —  i:<ii*  motes  dance  in  *""  AviiiLm  lumnr  lib* 
ibeam.    Bat  I  w 
than  one  travel 

I,.  ..  ,._.  and  comfortable,  mine  bolt;  but  to 
know  good  liquor,  you  should  diink  where  the  viiM 
grows.  TruBl  ma,  your  Spaniard  is  too  wise  a  man 
to  aend  you  the  very  aoul  of  the  grape.  Why.  Una 
now,  which  you  account  ao  cbnce,  were  counted  bat 
as  a  cup  of  bastard  al  the  Onyne,  or  at  Port  Bt. 
Mary's.  Ton  abould  travel,  mine  boat,  if  yon  would 
be  deep  in  the  myataiiea  of  the  butt  and  poltta-pot." 
"in  troth,  Signior  Gueat,"  aaid  dlee  Ooanng,  a 
i  were  to  iraiw  only  (bai  1  might  be  discontented 
with  that  which  I  can  get  at  home,  methinka  1  should 
so  but  on  B  fool's  errand.  Besides,  I  warrant  yoiL 
theie  ia  many  a  fool  can  turn  his  nose  iq>  at  good 


KENILWORTH. 


TCrap.L 


dnnk  without  ever  having  been  out  of  the  smoke  of  I  Gosling  "unless  that  pur  Ifike  had  the  nallows 
Old  England ;  and  so  ever  graniercy  mine  own  fire- 
side." 

"  This  is  but  a  mean  mind  of  yours,  mine  host." 
said  the  straa(Bfer:  ''I  warrant  me,  all  your  town^s 
folk  do  not  inink  so  basely.  You  have  gallants 
among  you.  I  dare  undertake,  that  have  made  the 
Virgima  voyage,  or  taken  a  turn  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries at  least.  Come,  cudgel  your  memory.  Have 
you  no  friends  in  foreign  parts  that  you  would  gladly 


have  tidings  of  ?V 

*'  Troth,  sir,  not  I,"  answered  the  host,  /'  since  rant- 
ing Robin  of  Drysandford  was  shot  at 'the  9eg^  of 
the  Brill.  The  devil  take  the  caliver  that  fired  the 
ball,  for  a  blither  lad  never  filled  a  cup  at  midnight ! 
But  be  is  dead  and  gone,  and  I  know  not  a  soJoier. 
or  a  traveller,  who  is  a  soldier's  mate,  that  I  would 
give  a  peeled  codling  for.'' 

"  By  the  mass,  that  is  strange.  What !  so  many 
of  our  brave  English  hearts  are  abroad,  and  you,  who 
seem  to  be  a  man  of  mark,  have  no  firiend,  no  Kins- 
man, among  them  V 

"  Nay,  if  you  speak  of  kinsmen,"  answered  Gos- 
ling, "I  have  one  wild  sUpof  a  kinsman,  who  left  us 
in  the  last  year  of  Queen  Mary ;  but  he  is  better  lost 
than  found." 

,  *'  Do  not  say  so,  friend,  unless  you  have  heard  ill  of 
him  lately.  Many  a  wild  colt  has  turned  out  a  noble 
steed.— His  nam&  I  pray  you  1" 

"Michael  Lamboume,"  answered  the  landlord  of 
the  Black  Bear ;  "  a  son  of  my  sister's — there  is  little 
pleasure  in  recollecting  dther  the  name  or  the  con- 
nexion." 

"  Michael  Lamboume  I"  said  the  stranf^r,  as  if 
endeavouring  to  recollect  himself—  what,  no  relation 
to  Michael  Lamboume,  the  gallant  cavalier  who  \»- 
hav^  so  bravely  at  the  siege  of  Venlo,  that  Qrrave 
Maurice  thanked  him  at  the  bead  of  the  army  7  Men 
said  he  was  an  English  cavalier,  and  of  no  hig^  ex- 
traction." 

"  It  could  scarcely  be  my  nephew,"  said  Griles  Gos- 
ling, "  for  he  had  not  the  courage  of  a  hen-partridge 
for  aught  but  mischief." 

"  O,  many  a  man  finds  courage  in  the  wars,"  re- 
plied the  stranger. 

"  It  may  be,'~said  the  landlord ;  "  but  I  would  have 
thought  our  Bfike  more  likely  to  lose  the  little  he 

,  "The  Michael  Lamboume  whom  I  knew,"  con- 
tinued the  traveller  "  was  a  likdy  fellow — went  al- 
ways gay  and  well  attired,  and  had  a  hawk's  eye 
aiter  a  pretty  wench." 
"  Our  Michael,"  replied  the  host,  "had  the  look  of 

adog  with  a  bottle  at  its  tail,  and  woreacoat,  every   __, „ 

rag  of  which  was  bidding  good-day  to  the  rest."         , ,  house  for  supper  or  lodging ;  and  I  reckon  thou  wilt 
O,  men  pick  up  good  apparel  in  the  wars,"  replied   hardly  wish  to  stay  longer,  where  thou  art  e'en  but 


branded  on  his  left  shoulder  for  stealing  a  aQver 
die-cup  from  Dame  Snort  of  Hogsditcn." 

"  Nay,  there  you  lie  like  a  knave,  uncle,"  said  the 
stranger,  slipping  aside  his  rufli  and  tumiiis;  down  the 
sleeve  oi  his  doublet  from  his  neck  and  shouldo'; 
"by  this  good  day,  my  shoulder  is  as  imscarred  » 
thine  own." 

"What,  Mike,  boy— Mike f*  exclaimed  the  host;— 
"and  is  it  thoU;  m  good  earnest?  Nay,  I  have 
judged  so  for  this  half  hour;  fior  I  knew  no  other 

S^rson  would  have  ta'en  half  the  interest  in  thee. 
ut,  Mike,  an  thy  shoulder  be  unscathed  as  tbos 
sayest,  thou  must  own  that  Goodman  thong;  ^ 
hangman,  was  meicifid  in  his  ofl&ce,  and  stamped 
thee  with  a  cold  iron." 

"Tush,  uncle — truce  with  your  jests.  Keep  them 
to  season  vour  sour  ale,  and  let  us  see  what  heartv 
welcome  thou  wOt  give  a  kinsman  who  has  rolled 
the  world  aroimd  for  eighteen  years ;  who  has  seen 
the  sun  set  where  it  rises,  and  has  travelled  tn  the 
west  has  become  the  east." 

"Thou  hast  brought  back  one  travellet^s gift  with 
thee,  Mice,  as  I  well  see;  and  that  was  what  thou 
least  didst  need  to  travel  for.  I  rememb^*  well, 
among  thine  other  qualities,  there  was  no  crediting 
a  wora  which  came  from  thy  mouth." 

"Here's  an  unbelieving  Pagan  for  you,  gentle- 
men P'  said  Michael  Lamboume,  turning  to  those 
who  witnessed  this  strance  interview  betwixt  imde 
and  nephew,  some  of  whom,  being  natives  of  the 
village,  were  no  strangers  to  hisiuvenile  wildneas. 
"  This  may  be  called  slaying  a  Cumnor  fatted  calf 
for  me  with  a  vengeance.—But,  uncle,  I  come  not 
from  the  husks  andthe  swine-trough,  and  I  care  not 
for  thy  welcome  or  no  welcome :  I  carry  that  with 
me  will  make  me  welcome,  wend  where  I  wilL" 

So  sayinsN  he  pulled  out  a  purse  of  gold,  indig- 
ently well  filled,  the  sight  of  which  produced  a  visi- 
ble effect  upon  the  companv.  Some  shook  their 
heads,  and  whispered  to  each  other,  while  one  or 
two  of  the  l^s  scrupulous  speedily  began  to  recol- 
lect him  as  a  school-companion,  a  tovmsman,  or  so 
forth.  On  the  other  hand,  two  or  three  grave  sedate- 
looking  persons  shook  their  heads,  and  left  the  inn, 
hinting,  that  if  Giles  Goslnig  wished  to  continue  to 
thrive,  he  should  turn  his  thriftless,  godless  ne- 
phew adrift  again,  as  soon  as  he  could.  CJoslhig  de- 
meaned himself  fls  if  he  were  much  of  the  same  opi- 
nion ;  for  even  the  sight  of  the  gold  made  less  im- 
Sression  on  the  honest  gentleman,  than  it  usually 
oth  upon  one  of  his  callmg. 

"Kinsman  Bfichael,"  he  said,  "put  up  thy  puree. 
My  sister's  son  shall  be  called  to  no  reckoning  ui  my 


the  cuest. 

"Our  Mike,"  answered  the  landlord,  "was  more 
like  to  pick  it  up  in  a  fripDery  warehouse,  while  the 
broker  was  k>ok]ng  another  way :  and,  for  the  hawk's 

Se  you  talk  of^  his  was  always  after  my  stray  spoons, 
e  was  tapster's  boy  here  in  thi^  blessed  house  mr  a 
quarter  of  a  year;  and  between  misreckonings,  mis- 
carriages, mistakes,  and  misdemeanours,  had  he  dwelt 
with  me  for  three  months  longer,  I  might  have  i^ed 
down  sign,  shut  up  house,  and  given  the  devil  the 
key  to  keep." 

^You  would  be  sorry,  after  allJ'  continued  the 
traveller,  "were  I  to  teU  you  i>oor  Mike  Lamboume 
was  shot  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  at  the  taking  of 
a  sconce  near  Maestrichtl" 

"  Sorry !— it  would  be  the  bUthest  news  I  ever  heard 
of  him,  since  it  would  ensure  me  he  was  not  hanged. 
But  let  him  pass— I  doubt  his  end  will  never  do  audi 
credit  to  his  friends :  were  it  so.  I  should  say"— pu- 
king another  cup  of  sack)— "Here's  Gtodrett  him, 
with  all  i^y  heart." 

"Tush,  man,"  relied  the  traveller,  "never  fear  but 
you  will  have  credit  by  your  nephew  yet,  especially  if 
he  be  the  Michael  Lamboume  whom  I  knew,  and 
loved  very  nearly,  or  altogether,  as  well  as  myself. 
Can  you  tell  me  no  mark  by  which  I  could  jtidge 
whether  they  be  the  same  T* 

"  Faith,  none  that  I  can  think  oC"  answered  Giles 


too  well  known." 

"For  that  matter,  imcle,"  rephed  the  traveller,  "I 
shall  consult  my  own  needs  and  conveniences.  Mean- 
time I  wish  to  give  the  supper  and  sleeping  cup  to 
those  good  townsmen,  who  are  not  too  proud  to  rs- 
m^nber  Mike  Lamboume,  the  tapster's  boy.  If  you 
will  let  me  have  ent^tainment  for  my  money,  so— 
if  not,  it  is  but  a  short  two  minutes'  walk  to  the 
Hare  and  Tabor,  and  I  trust  our  neighbours  wiD  not 
gradge  going  thua  far  with  me." 

"  Nay,  Muce,"  replied  his  uncle,  **  as  eighteen  yens 
have  gone  over  thy  head,  and  I  tmst  thou  art  some- 
what amended  in  thy  conditions,  thou  shalt  not  leave 
my  house  at  this  houi^  and  shalt  e'en  have  whatever 
in  reason  you  list  to  call  for.  But  I  would  I  knew 
that  that  purse  of  thine,  which  thou  vapoorest  oC 
were  as  well  come  by  as  it  seems  well  filled." 

"Here is  an  infidel  for  yoti,  my  good  neigfaboon f 
said  Lamboumei  again  appeahng  to  the  aucfienoe. 
"  Here's  a  fellow  will  rip  up  his  kinsman's  follies 
of  a  good  score  of  years  standing— And  for  the  gold, 
why,  airs.  I  have  been  where  it  grew,  and  was  to  be 
had  for  the  gathering.  In  the  New  Worid  hate  I 
been,  man— in  the  Eldorado,  where  tirchina  play  at 
cherry-pit  with  diamonds,  and  country-wendMS 
thread  robies  for  necklaces,  instewl  of  rowan-tree 
berries ;  where  the  pantiles  are  made  of  pore  gold, 
and  the  paving-stones  of  virRin-silver." 


If  ciedil.  frienii  ICk^"  nid 
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I  liiial)'  . 


md  nwDS  Lautcnoe 

of  AbiDgilon,  "  llut 

trmde  lo.    Andwhil  nujr 
iadM  &lch,  where  Rold  ii  to 


lawns,  cTpnuea,  Bnd 

'^O,  the  proflt  were  uauttarablfl,"  replied  Lam- 
boume,  "eapiKiaUy  when  a  handaome  young  mer- 
ctfaQI  bears  ihe  pack  himaeiri  fiir  ihe  ladies  of  thai 
clime  are  bona-tobaa,  and  being  themaelvea  aome- 
whal  aun-bumi,  ihey  catch  Are  Fike  linder  ai  a  fresh 
complexion  like  thine,  with  a  bead  o(  hair  indioing 

"  I  would  I  might  trade  thilher,"  aaid  the  mercer, 
chuckling. 

"  Why,  and  BO  ibou  maj^l,"  aaid  Michael  I  "thai 
IB,  if  thou  an  ihe  aame  biiak  boy  who  waa  partner 
with  meat  robbing  the  Abbot's  orchard —'lie  but « lit- 
tle touch  of  atcbymy  (o  decoct  ihy  house  and  land  into 
ready  moneii,  and  that  ready  money  into  a  tall  ship, 
with  Bails,  anchors,  cordage,  and  all  things  ooolbnn- 
ing;  then  clap  ihy  warehouse  of  goods  under  hsiehea, 
pul  Rfly  good  fellowB  on  deck,  with  mrseir  to  com- 
mand them,  and  ao  hoiae  topsails,  and  bey  for  the 
New  World  I" 

"Thou  haal  taught  him  a  aecret,  kinsman,"  aaid 
OilcE  Ooaliz^  "  to  dwoci,  an  that  be  the  word,  bis 
pound  into  a  penny,  and  his  webs  into  a  thread.— 
Take  a  rwl's  adnca.  neighbour  Otridihred.  Tempt 
not  the  BBB,  for  she  is  a  deraurer.  Let  caida  and 
cnckairicea  do  their  worst,  thy  father's  balsa  may 
bide  a  banging  for  a  year  or  two,  era  tbou  comsM  to 
the  Spital ;  but  the  sea  hath  a  bollomlesa  upeute,— 
she  would  swallow  the  wealth  of  Lombard  street  in 
a  morning,  as  easily  as  I  would  a  poached  egg  and  a 
nipof  claryi-andformykinsman^a  Eldorad^  neyer 
Iruat  me  if  1  do  not  believe  he  has  (bund  it  in  the 
pouches  of  some  such  gulls  as  thyself.— But  take  no 


'  of  my  hop^id 
that  he  haa  CI 


"Well,  he  made  it  up  to  me  many  a  day  after," 
aaid  Lamboume;   "and  how  ia  the  worlby  peda- 

,    Dead,"  aaid  OUea  Ooaliog,  "  iliia  many  a  day, 

"That  he  is,"  said  Ihe  clerk  of  the  paiiah)  "I  sal 
by  his  bed  the  whilst— He  passed  away  in  a  blessed 
frame,  'Mfrioi — mortmu  mm  ettjut — morf — These 
were  his  latesl  words,  and  he  just  added,  '  my  last  verb 

"  "  W'eli^peala  be  with  him,"  lakl  Mike,  "he  owes 

"  TJo/  truly  "  replied  Ooldthredi  " and  every  lash 
which  he  laid  on  ibee,  ha  always  was  wont  lo  — 
he  spared  Ihe  hangman  a  labour." 

"  Oue  would  have  thought  he  left  him  little  to  do 
then,"  said  the  clerk  j  "and  yet  Goodman  Thong  had 
ne  Nnerure  of  it  with  oui  fiiend,  after  all." 

"  Veto  a  dioi  I"  exclaimed  Lambourne,  his  patience 

Spearing  to  fail  him.  aa  he  analched  his  broad  slouch - 
hat  fromthelableandplaceditonhiahead.so  thai 
the  ahadow  gave  the  ainister  eipreaaon  of  a  Spsnisn 
bravo,  to  eyes  and  features  which  naturally  boded  no. 
thing  pleasant.  "Haikee.  toy  masters— all  ia  fait 
among  friends,  and  under  the  rose ;  and  I  have  already 
permitted  my  worthy  uncle  here,  and  all  of  you,  Ic 
use  your  pleasure  wita  (be  frolics  of  my  nonage.  Bui 
I  carry  sword  and  dagger,  my  good  fnend^  and  can 
uae  Ihem  lightly  (oo  upon  occaaon— I  have  learned  In 
be  dangerous  upon  points  of  honour  ever  since  I 
served  [he  Spaniard,  and  I  wpuld  nM  have  you  pro- 
*oko  mo  lo  the  degree  of  liillinK  foul." 
"  Why,  what  would  you  do  r  aaid  the  clerk. 


'■"SffS 


Ajr,  air,  whM  wovld  wa  di 

idmgup  on  the  other  aida  of 

Slit  your  throat,  and  ipoU  yi. ____,  _ 

Sir  Clerk,"  aaid  Lamboume,  Geroelyi 
you,  tny  worabipfiil  dealer  in  fliinay  aarseiwla,  inlc 
—I  of  your  own  bales." 

Come,  come,"  said  (he  host,  interpoainfe  "  1  will 
■e  no  swaggenng  here,— Nrohew,  It  wJI  became 
'     '  to  snow  no  haste  to  lake  o6cnce ;  and  you, 

ra,  will  do  well  to  remember,  tba'  •'  vnn  .» 

Id  inn,  still  you  are  (he  imikeeper'a  | 

'■"  — ire  the  honour  of  his  family. —1  f, ,, 

make  me  aa  ohlirious  aa  yourself  i  foryt 


lould  spare  the  honour  of  his  family. —1  protest  your 

Uy  broils  make  me  aa  ohlirious  aa  yourself  i  foryon- 

I  silent  guest  as  1  call  him,  who  hath  been 


J^a^i'dc 


oflftS 

(olalof  iherack- 


I  have  Buffisred  him  to  sit  by  him 

.in  yoQder  obscure  nook,  without  so  much 

as  asking  him  to  take  bite  or  aup  along  with  ua.  It 
were  but  the  right  guetdon  of  mymciviUiy,  were  hs  to 
set  otr  to  the  Uaie  and  Tabor  beiore  ihe  mghi  growl 

With  bis  while  napkin  gra(»fiiUy  arranged  over  hia 
laA  arm,  his  velvet  cap  laid  aside  for  ibe  moment,  aiKl 
hia  best  atvet  flagon  in  hia  lighi  hand,  mine  boat 
walked  up  to  the  aoliiary  guest  whom  he  mendoned, 
and  tbsniby  turned  upon  Eun  Ihe  eyes  of  the  assem- 
bled company- 
He  waa  a  man  aged  betwixt  iwenly -five  and  thirty, 
rather  above  the  middle  siie,  dr^saeu  with  plsinneaa 
and  decency,  yet  bearing  an  air  of  ease,  which  almoal 
amounted  to  dignity,  and  which  seemed  to  infer  that 

!.:_  l-l:. rather  benealh  his  rank.    His  county 

served  and  thou^lful,  with  dark  hair 

arkled  with  uncommon  luslr^  but  on  ollur 
aona  bad  the  same  meditative  and  tranquil  cast 
b  was  aibibited  by  his  feaiures.  The  busy  curi- 
oaty  of  the  little  village  had  been  employed  (o  diaixi- 
ver  liis  name  and  quality,  aa  well  aa  his  buainesa  at 
Cumnor;  but  nothing  had  tnmapired  on  eiiher  subject 
which  could  lead  to  ila  Hratificalion.  Oika  Goslinft 
head-boroi^h  of  ihe  place,  and  a  steady  friend  B 
Queen  Eliubelh  and  the  pralesleni  relipoD,  was  at 
one  time  inclined  to  suspect  hia  guest  of  bang  a  Je- 


his  habit 
da^' 


sent  al  this  time  so  many  to  grace  the  g^Iowi 
England.   But  ■' '■^^~  • "■-■  — 


ffiK■ese■8lon  agamsl  aguesi  who  save  so  hitletn 
paid  his  rsclunung  so  regularly,  and  who  p 


the  banny  Bla^  Bnr. 

"Papisls,"  argued 
close-fisted  race,  ani 
lodging  with  (ha  wea 
(he  old  Knight  at  TV 
Roman  dena,  instead 


considerable  aiay  a( 


id  carrot,  though  i 
la  on  ihe  board  aa 
Honest  Gile&  thei 

mughl  the  straogi 


Mple  of  Cumnor  n 

"By  my  faith,  sir,"  he  said,  "it  touches  my 
iiina  that  men  should  be  meny  in  my  house,  an  _    . . 
ill  tongues  amongsl  ua  at  Ciunnor,  (as  where 


be  there 
pull  '   ' 

the  blithe  sunshiny  weather  which  Ood  hath  senl 


their  browa  aa  if  they  were  looking 
gone,  instead  of  enjoyiog 


KENTLWORTH. 
,.jX  looka  of  OUT  nvtMES  uiatreaa,  Ouecn 

h,  wbomHuven  long  blew  and  pretenwr 

"Why,  mine  boat, ".uiBwcnd  tiw  alnngei,  "  inan 

tbougbu^  undar  ihe  ahBdowof  hia  < 
h«veTiT  '  -  -"- "  — ' '- 


■n'a  eoioyinj;  b 
r  hia  own  bonnal 


I  Ions  a*  i  have,  and 

,_ thoo^ta  tn«t  will  haunt  u« 

■pile  of  ourKlTH,  uid  to  which  it  ii  in  vain  toaar, 


^S^, 


iiwired  Giles  Go^ng 


gal  ihnn  gone  for  plain  Enf(liah,  we  wi 
of  FalhetBacoD'a  pupils  froin  Oifbrd, 

tlMm  awar  with  logic  and  with  Hebrtrw     „..  

aaTTOU  laiaTmg  them  in  ■  glorious  red  seaof  clarel, 
my  noble  eueatl  Come,  bt,  excuse  ray  freedanL.  ■ 
—  —  old  boat,  and  —        ' 


,  _ my  talk,    Tliia 

of  molanchoir  aita  ilTupon  you— it 
aleek  boot,  a  hai,  of  a 


^TBih  cloak  and  a  full  pone— A  pize 


"bcr; 


_  ihoae  who  hare  their  legi  iwatbed  with  a  ha^- 
wiiip,  their  heada  thatched  wilb  a  Ml  bonnet,  their 
jsHiin  BB  tl.in  aa  a  cobwab,  and  Ibdr  pouch  without 
orer  a  croat  10  keep  Ihe  fiend  HElsncholy  Cram  dan- 
diur  In  ii.  Cheer  up,  air  I  or  by  tbia  aood  liquor,  we 
wiQ  biiniah  ihea  from  the  joya  of  blilhsoine  compa- 
ny, Into  the  miata  of  melanchDlr  and  the  land  of  lil- 
tlfr^we.  Here  be  a  wt  of  good  fellowa  wiUiuR  to  be 
rocary^  do  not  acowl  on  them  like  the  devil  looking 
OTa  Lincoln." 

"You  aay  well,  my  worthy  host,"  aaid  thereat, 
with  a  meliuicholy  emUe,  which,  melancholy  aa  it  waa, 
■ave  a  ve>y  pleaiant  eipreaaion  to  hiacounlenance— 

You  aay  well,  my  jovial  frienit ;  and  Ihey  thai  are 
moody  like  myseli;  shoald  not  dialuih  the  minb  of 
ihoaewho  are^iq>py— I  will  drink  a  round  with  your 
gneate  with  all  my  hearl,  rather  than  be  deemed  a 
mar-fmal." 

So  aaying,  he  aroao  and  joined  ihe  company,  who, 
encouraged  by  the  prec^l  and  example  of  Michael 
Lamboiune,  and  conalating  chiefly  of  persona  much 
diaposed  to  profit  by  the  oppormnily  of  ■  merry 
ni«l  at  Ihe  eipenae  of  ihor  landlord,  had  already 


ihtnk  all  t  said  of  him,  even  now,  waa  strict  gospel 
—I  knew  the  was  all  ihe  while,  and  willed  to 
pluck  his  plumes  Ihitn  him— And  now,  air,  by  what 
■  pr^aenl  my  worahipful  gueat  to  iheae 


k  his  Diu 
ealMni 


•'TrMailianr  .... 

worthy  name ;  and, ,  „ 

for  wluit  aaya  the  south  proverb — 


hoat,''^  T«pliHl  the  ttnager,  ' 


tbink,  of  Cornirii  linfgr: 


Shall  1  aay  ibe  wonhy  Mr.  TreaaiEan  of  Corn- 
wall T' 
"  Say  no  more  than  1  have  given  you  murant  for. 


honourable  prelixea  lo  his  name,  y^  be  bom  far  fram 
Saint  BUchsel'a  Houni." 

Mine  hoBi  poshed  hia  cufkieicy  no  farther,  bat  [■«- 
seoled  Mr.  Treasilian  to  his  □ephevr'a  company,  1A0, 
after  exchange  of  aalnladons,  and  drinking  lo  [be 
healihof  their  new  companiou,  pura^'^  't*-  1  ii,i-»» 
lion  in  which  he  found  them  engi 
with  many  an  intervening  pledge. 


CHAPTER    II. 


brief  interval,  Haater  Gtoldthied.  al 
— ligation  of  mine  boat,  and  the  jOfqM 
of  Ira  guest,  indulged  tt    ~ 


mcorrenca  ot  ma  guest,  uidalg 
le  following  moraiu  of  mdody 


"Theraiiaayourii ,  _, 

when  ihe  mercer  had  fimihed  hia  «_..„, 

Boodness  seems  left  among  you  yel— but  what  « 
bead-roll  you  have  rend  me  of^old  comradea,  and  to 
every  man's  name  tacked  some  ill-omeaied  moito! 
And  ao  Swashing  wai  of  Wallingford  hath  bid  us 
good-nighl  T' 

"  He  died  the  death  of  a  fat  buck,"  aaid  one  of  <be 
party,  "being  shot  with  s  trosabow  bolt,  by  old 
Thalehom,  the  Duke'a  sloul  park-keeper  a(  DoDniiu- 
lon  Caatle." 

"  Ay,  ay,  he  alwaya  loved  Teniaon  well,"  rtfdicd 
Michael,  and  a  cup  of  claret  to  boot— and  ao  here'a 
one  lo  his  memory.     Do  me  right,  my  maslera." 

When  the  memory  of  this  depaiw  worthy  had  been 
duly  honoured,  Lamboume  proceeded  lo  ioiuiFe  atur 


Prance  of  Padworth. 


Goodman  Thong,  and  a 


y-worib  of  cord,  beat 


eo  mucn  tor  toving  10  waia  oy  moomigni— a  cup  10 
hia  memory,  my  maatera— si!  merry  fellowa  like  moon- 
lighl.  What  haa  become  of  Hal  with  the  Plume  ?— 
he  who  lived  near  Yallenden,  and  wore  the  long  fea- 
Ibei^I  forgelhia  name." 

"  What,  Hal  Hempseed  T' r^Ued  the  mercer, "  why 
you  may  remember  he  was  a  son  of  a  aentl(mi4 
and  would  meddle  in  atate  mattery  and  ao  ne  gal  into 
the  mire  about  the  Duke  of  Noifolk'a  amira  iheaa 
two  or  three  yean  sinoe,  fled  the  country  vrilb  a  pur- 
suivant's warrant  at  hia  beela,  and  has  never  anee 
been  heard  of" 

"Nay,  aftnr  these  baulks,"  aaid  Michael  Lam- 
boume, "  I  need  hardly  inquire  after  Tony  FMter ; 
for  when  ropea,  and  croasbow  shafta,  and  puraiiiiaiil'i 


P.n.] 


KENIL  WORTH. 


lul,  k. 
r  Firs 


e  you  call  b 


■■BZTaau,uidiucb  likiReU'.  wen  to  nlc^  Tony  could 
MnUy '■eapa  them." 

"  VnuehTony  Poauc  maoii  you  1"  aid  ihe  mn- 

"^Wiiy.  ho  tbey  cilled  Tonv  flrc-ibe-FBgoi,  bn- 

;^UBe  hebtowhl  a  litcbi  to  kindle  tba  pile  round  Lsli- 
mer  and  Ridlsy,  when  the  wind  ble  w  oui  Juk  Thons's 
torch,  and  do  mao  «lse  would  give  him  liffht  Cor  love 

■■oiIM  Uvea  and  thrivee,' 

the-Fagot,  if  you  would  nol  brook  ihe 

"ilow!  La  baKTOwn  aahamed  oa't  7"  aaid  Lam- 
bourne  j  "  why,  fie  waa  wont  to  boaai  of  it,  and  ray 
he  liked  aa  well  lo  aee  a  ntaaied  beielic  aa  a  roaal- 
Ed  ox." 

"  Ay,  but,  kuiaman,  that  waa  in  Haiy'a  lime^'  ra- 

Clied  lbs  landlord,  "  when  Tony'a  fallur  waa  Reeve 
BTo  totheAbbolofAbiagdaii.  But  lince  that,  Touy 
mairied  a  pure  preciaiao,  and  ia  aa  good  a  protaaUnl, 

"  Aod  looiu  grave,  and  holds  hia  head  high,  and 
■corns  hia  old  companiooa,"  aaid  the  mercer. 

'"nieii  be  haih  pra^Mred,  I  warrant  him,"  aaid 
L.uDbonrae:  "  fin  ever  when  a  maa  hath  got  itoblea 
of  hia  own,  be  kena  mil  o(  the  way  of  thoaa  wboae 
ezchequBi*  lie  in  other  men's  purchaae." 

"  Proniared,  quotha  I"  said  the  nwreet ;  "why.Tou 
tenuaabet  Cumiuir-Place,  the oU  raaimion-houaeoo- 
■ide  the  churchyard  1" 

**  By  the  aama  token,  I  robbed  the  orchard  three 
limoa — what  of  thai'?— II  waa  the  old  Abbot's  ren- 
daaoe  when  there  waa  plague  or  "'•^"■—  at  Abing- 

"  Ay,"  aaid  Iba  hoal,  "but  thai haa  beenlonft  over; 


and  Anthony  Foster  hath 
by  aooM  gtanl  from 


rcb'landa  from  Ibeci ,  „ 

I   baa  aa  little  to  do  with  any  pool  wigfat  in 
aaiF  ha  were  bimaelf  a  belted  luugfit." 

r,  "it  is  Dotaltogelhe: 


-^  —  liveathOTe 
er,  who  had  the 
ihare  hs  dwells. 


"Way,"  aaid  the  marcer,  "it  is  not 

in  Tony  nciibei^tbere  ia  a  bir  Isdy 

Tomr  will  scarce  let  the  liffhl  of  day  look  on 


with  Tony,  as 


a  cst-aod-dtw  1^  ahe  led 

But  she  is  dead,  reat  be 

Tony  hath  but  •  sSp  of  a  daughter  i  ao 


keep  aucna  coil  about."  "*"' 

"  And  why  ao  1—1  mean,  why  do  Ibey  keep  a  coQ 
about  her  1    aaid  TieaBlian. 

"  Why,  1  woinot,"  anawered  the  boat,  "eic«(>( 
thai  men  aay  ahe  ia  aa  beauiifiil  as  an  angel,  and  no 
one  knows  whence  she  come^  and  OTery  one  wishes 
lo  know  why  she  is  kifil  so  closely  mtfwed  up.  For 
mr  part,  I  never  raw  hei^yon  have,  1  ihink.  Master 
Ooldthndl" 


old  tricks. 
"Not  ao— nol  so," 
:  laugh;  "not  allogsthi 


the  mercer,  with  a  amirk. 

— „  .-.^.. ,      — B — er  ■o — but  cuiioaity,  thou 

knoweet,andBBlrainof  compaaaion  withal.— fo"  ■'-- 

poor  young  lady  sees  nothing  Crom  mom  toerei 

Tony  Foater,  with  hia    scowling  black  brows,  his 
nill'a  bead,  and  hia  bandy  lega.''^ 

'  her  a  dapper 


body,  in  a  silken  jerkin — a  limb  1^  a  short-lsoad 
hen'a,  in  s  cordovan  boot  and  a  rouikd,  ■mpriag, 
what-d'ys-lack  sort  of  a  countenance,  aet  olf  with  a 
velvet  bonnet,  a  Turkey  bather,  and  a  gilded  brooch  T 
Ab!  jolly ■'■- ■  — "■-  ' ■" 


ly  mere 
ihow  ih 


r,  theJ  who  have  good  wan 

m  1 — Come,  gentles  let  nol  the  cup 
-a,  afiort  boots,  fall  bonneta. 


and  emplV^kurisi"" 

"Nay.  now,  you  are  jealoua  of  me,  Mike,"  aaid 
Goldlhred;  "and  yei  my  luck  waa  but  what  might 
have  happened  to  thee,  or  any  man." 

"  Marty  confound  thine  impudence,"  retorted  Lam- 
boumei  "ihou  wouldal  not  compare  thy  pudding 
iacsi  and  sanenet  mannera,  to  a  gentleman,  and  ■ 

"Nay,  my  good  air,"    aaid  Treaailian,    "let  me 

eeecn  you  will  nol  interrupt  the  gatlanl  cioieni 

_.9lhinks  he  lells  hia  tale  ao  well,  I  could  hearken  to 

him  till  midnight." 

"'-'-  — - —  of  your  favour  than  of  my  deeert," 

Iter  Qoldthredi  "bnt  aince  I  give  you 

pleasure,  worthy  Master  Treasilian,  I  shall  ptocaad, 

— augre  all  the  gibes  and  qoba  (rf' this  valiant  soldieti 

liiL  peradvenlura,  hath  bad  nuireciif&  than  crowns 

the  Low  Countries.— And  so,  sir,  as  I  paaasd 

idsr  die  great  eamted  wmdow,  leaviiu  my  rnn 

>se  on  my  ambling  palftey's  neck,  part^  for  mine 

se,  and  partly  thai  I  miahl  bave  the  mors  leisun 

peer  about,  I  heat*  me  the  lattice  open  i  and  never 

..  edit  m^  sir,  if  there  dkl  not  stand  Uiere  the  person 

of  as  lUr  a  woman  sa  ever  crossed  mine  eyce;  andl 

think  I  have  looked  on  as  many  pretty  wenches,  aod 

with  as  much  iudgnisnt,  as  otlier  fbUia." 

"May  I  aakbet  aMsaiancs,  sr  1"  said  Tinsniliiiii 

"0;  sir,"  replied  Master  Ooldtbred,  "I  promise 

and  pleaang  dress,  that  imghl  have  sored  the  Otteen 
herself;  fiir  ahefaadalbreiianvritb  body  and  alee*siv 
'''  ginan-eoloured  salin,  which,  in  my  judgment, 
—OBt  have  coat  by  the  yard  acme  thirty  anillinn, 
Uned  with  muirev  tafiela,  and  laid  down  and  KaardM 
riih  two  broad  lacea  of  gold  and  alvei.  And  har 
lat,  air.  waa  truly  the  b«t  faahioned  thing  that  I 
.java  aeen  in  these  parts,  being  of  tawny  tania.  em- 
broidered with  Boonnons  of  Venice  gold,  and  having 
a  border  garnished  vrith  gold  Mnge ;— I  promise  you, 
nr,  an  absolute  and  aU-nupaaeingdevios,  Tatudiiii|i 
her  akirts,  tbey  were  in  the  old  psss-devtni  bsbioti." 
"I  did  not  ask  yo«  of  hn  attire,  sir,"  aaid  Trss- 

in,  who  had  shown  some  impatwnoe  during  this 

conversation.  "  but  of  her  comideiioii— the  odour  o( 
her  hair,  her  fettures." 


"Like  those  of  a  jackanape  simpering  at  a  chest- 
nut," said  Hichad  Lambourae. 

— "  Up  atarted  of  a  andden,"  continued  Ooldnired, 
vnthoul  heedmg  lbs  intamplion,  "  Tony  Foster  him- 
self with  a  cudksl  in  hia  huid" 

"^^nd  broke  thr  head  acroas,  I  hope,  for  thine  ini' 
perlmence,"  said  his  sntcctsiner. 

"That  wen  moreeasilyssidthandone,"  answered 
Ooldtbred,  indignaDtlyi  "no,  no— ibera  was  ih> 
breaking  of  beana— il'a  true,  he  advanoed  his  cudgcd, 
aiiilspolieaflayingon,  and  asked  why  I  did  nol  ksqi 
lbs  public  road,  and  auch  like;  and  I  wonid  have 
knocked  him  over  the  pate  faandaomely  fbr  im  paina, 
oolytbr  the  lady's  presence,  who  might  hsve  swooned, 

n  thee  for  a  faint-iiHiited  slaver 
SI  "  wbsl  adventurous  knii^t  ever 

'  tl  r's  tenor,  when  he  went  to  thwack 


10  KsmLwoKm. 

BUiL  dnSOQ,  or  mA^idan,  in  twr  prMaicci  and  for 
her  deliversiice  3  Bal  why  ttik  [o  ihee  of  dnigonB, 
who  would  Iw  driven  b«i*  hy  a  drajgonHy.  There 
Ibou  hast  miiscd  (he  rarcat  opportuniiy  \" 

"Take  ii  ihywlf.  ihen,  bally  Mike,"  answeml 
Ooldlhred.—"  yonder  i>  Uie  enchanieii  minar.  and 
lite  dnRon,  and  Ihs  lady,  nil  at  Iby  nnvire,  if  thou 

Ihe  soidi'er— "  Or,  Blav— I  am  foully  oul  of  Wn— 
wUl  Ihou  bel  a  piece  of  Hollands  againat  Iheee  Gtb 
angola,  that  1  ({u  not  up  lo  the  Hnll  lo-morrow,  and 
forccTonyFoslcr  to  introduce  me  to  his  fair  guMir' 

1  think,  though  thouha'dst  evpn  the  impudence  of 
the  devil,  1  shall  gain  on  thee  this  bouL  Our  land- 
ton]  here  ahall  hold  atakea,  and  I  will  slake  down 
gold  Idl  I  send  the  linen." 

"  1  wUl  hold  stakes  on  no  such  matter."  said  Ooa- 
ling.  "  Good  now,  my  kinsman,  drink  jaar  wine  in 
gmet,  and  let  such  ventures  alone.  1  Aromtee  you, 
tiuler  Foster  haih  interest  enough  to  lay  you  m  in 
IsTeoder  in  the  Castle  at  Oxford,  or  lo  gel  your  legs 
made  aoqnaintcd  with  the  town-aiocks. 

"  That  would  be  hut  renewing  an  old  inliraacy  i  for 
Hike's  shins  and  the  town's  wooden  pinfold  hsve 
twen  well  known  la  etch  other  ere  now,"  said  the 
mercer:  "but  ho  shall  not  budge  from  his  wager, 
onlaas  fas  means  to  pay  fortat." 

" Foriit  1"  anid  Lamboumei  " 1 1 

Iboy  PcMler'a  wralh  no  more  than  a , , 

il  his  Liodabiidee,  by  Saint  George,  be 


noyPoat    '    '"  "    ..-...■. 

-idlwill 

be  willing,. 

"I  would  gladly  pay  your  halves  of  Ihe  risk,  air, 
said  Ttcssilian,  "  to  be  pennilled  lo  accompany  yo 


:o  be  permilled  u 
"In  what  would  that  advantage  you,  sir?" 


d  Lamboume. 


and  unc 


^ ,    said  TroBsilian. 

id  valour  with  which  yoti  i 
veller.  who  seekil  for  — 


ho  seelu  for  strange  rencouniera 
asaftct,  as  the  knights  of  yore  did 


ly  akiU.    And  < 
aUBixmaei  and  he  tti 


The  diau^i  which  Michael  Lamhouine  look  upon 
thia  occasion,  had  been  preceded  by  so  many  others, 
Ihal  reason  tottered  on  het  throne.  Ho  awore  one  or 
IwD  incoherent  oaths  at  the  mercer,  who  refusal, 
ntaonably  enou^,  lo  pledge  him  to  a  senliinenl 
which  inferred  the  Ihbb  of  lii«  own  wager. 

"  Will  thou  chop  logic  with  me,"  aaid  Lamboume, 
"  thoti  knavfc  with  no  more  brain*  than  arv  in  a  skein 
of  ravelled  silk?  hy  Heaven,  I  will  cut  thee  into  Utty 
yvda  of  galloon  lace  I" 

But  a*  he  allsmpted  to  draw  hia  sword  lor  thta 
doughty  purpose,  Michael  Lamboume  waa  Kned 
upon  by  the  tapster  and  the  chamberlain,  and  con- 
veyed to  hia  own  apanmont,  there  (o  sleep  himself 
■oiKr  at  his  laaure. 

The  party  then  broke  up,  and  the  gueala  took  Iht 
leave  ;  much  mote  to  ihe  conlcnimcnt  of  mine  ho 
than  of  some  of  the  company,  who  were  unwilling 
quit  good  liquor,  when  il  waa  to  be  had  tor  free  coi 
BO  Jong  a*  they  ware  able  lo  sit  by  it.  They  wei., 
however,  compelled  to  remove ;  and  go  at  lertgltt  they 
did,  loaving  Gosling  and  Tresailian  in   the  e — ~ 


wtlboDi  sending  in  a  reckoini 
rarely  practice ;  and  whenever  1 
ii  Brimmi  me  beyond  measure. 
'  --■*"-'- — Y  nephew  r 


idTl)',')ihouid  hi 

IV  linn,  and    I  n._ 

a  quarrels,  and  a 


o,  by  Saint  Julian, 
nrh  of  these  empty 


fc«*».  in. 

.„^,  ,.,  .-,.jolding  such  a  uselosa  course,  and  that 
creallrconiribuleolothedfcayof  publicans  1  for  who 
Ihe  devil  do  you  think  would  pay  for  drink  at  the 
"'--'-  - ■—  ■--  —   ■— ■-  ■•  ^-  --hingal  my 


ie  seasoned  bi 


which  waa  chidiy  to  be  inferred  from  hia  declaiming 
against  dninkenneM.  As  he  himself  had  carefuUf 
avoided  the  bowl,  he  would  have  avaUed  himself  of 
the  frankness  of  the  moment  to  extracl  from  Gos- 
ling some  further  information  upon  the  subject  of 
Anthony  Foeler,  and  Ihe  ladv  whom  the  merrcT  had 
seen  in  his  mansion-house;  but  his  inouirin  nnir  in 
the  bar- ■- '-' ^ 


ih,  joinittg  eXL...,._  ._  _-— , 
I  BuccesB,  lie  demohshed  a  saUb 

IS  done  at  the  Three  Cranes  in 
most  topping  levcm  in  London, 
so  far  recalled  him  to  his  better 
J  lo  his  bed,  slept  sound,  and 


en  Giles  GosUne  lit 
n  the  morning  folk 


"«;; 


It  this 


'w-lsjd  cw?s  ai ,  

ition  you  as  a  friend  lo  have  little 
indeed  with  sughi  Ihal  Mike  pro- 
I  counsel  you  lo  n  warm  brrak- 
which  shall  restore  the  tone  of  Ihe 
ny  nephew  and  Master  Goldtbrcd 

m8,mineTiOBt."  ssid TresaUatu  "thai 
well  what  to  say  about  this  kinamao 

"■■"  ?£'""""■""'"'"■ 


ilien,"  repti- 


mend  him  wilhout  so 

"  You  have  spoken      .  .,  ,    , 

ad  OilM  Gosling,    "There  Js  Natural  AflectiDn  whim- 

away  the  .good  name  of  thy  own  ngjhrwT  Will 
thou  defame  thy  sister's  son,  Giles  Qo.iling?  will 
thou  befoul  ihive  otvn  nest,  dishonour  rhino  own 
blood  V  .  And  tbeb,  again,  comes  Justice,  and  nnys, 
'Here  is  a  wotlhy  ciiesi  ss  ever  came  to  the  bonny 
Black  Bear ;  one  who  never  challenged  a  reckoning, 
(as  I  aaytoyoiitfacc  ynu  never  did,  MnBler  Trcsailian 
—no!  Ihal-youhnve  had  cause,)  'one  who  knows  not 
why  hocamei  so  far  as  I  can  sec,  or  when  he  is  gorng 
eit'ayi  biu  will  Ibuu,  being  a  publican,  having  paid 
ScotandloiiHeselliEriy  years  in  Ihe  town  of  rumnor, 
ai  his  inslaal  head-borougb,  wih  ihou 

sk  of  guests,  this  man  of  nun,  thia  siA- 

hr  !  may  say)  of  a  Irayellcr,  to  foU  inio 

SI despewTe  "rkTa  ca'A.-rlnd"a  £IJ. 

a  professor  of  the  seven  clomnabla  sciences,  if  era 
man  took  degrees  in  them  T  No,  by  Heaven!  I 
might  wink,  and  let  him  catch  such  a  small  butierfty 
as  Goldlhred;  but  thou,  my  giiosi,  ^hall  be  Ibr^ 
warned,   foreaimed,  so  thou  will  bui  listen  lo  thy 

"Why,  mino  host,  rtiy  counad  shall  not  be  east 


KSmLWCttTH. 


in  and  tis  mil  qnariel,  t 


tn  deMnniiied  on  t  n*l 
ihe  advice  of  their  fheudB 
HesolinH,  Ihe  m*eller 
*iutioD^uid  had  jiut  G 
fait,  mtaich  wu  Hned  U 
Cicsir,  the  bnaty  of  the 
pracailmfi  night,  Hich«e 
■pulmeat.  HU  toilet  ba 
labour,  toe  hi>  ctaibaa,  w 
wora  an  hia  ioiiniey,  nan 
put  OB  with  great  atlantii 

"^Br  my  fait^  uncle,"  i 
a  wet  irighl  of  it,  aoa  1 
momiiu.  I  will  pledge  y 
"aid. — Haw,  mr  preltv  o 
■ul  a  child  m  toe  cradle, 


or,  jftt  thai  li 
uncle,"  leplied 


lad-coloured  ridina- 
-    be  rt«r, 


bojT' 


.  h?Bl,   1l 


"Troth,  ancU,"  replied 
f^^a" 

in  ordinary  wii 
nd  diawen 
ai  round  ai 
J  any  of  tl 


KENILWOBTH. 


Htehiel  Lunbourae,  how«ver  alien  bia  hsbiu  were 

which  addipascd  themBelveB  immediBldy  to  hi»  psa- 

"Thiswoodia  m  darkafla  wolfs  mouih,"  said  ho 
M  TreMilian,  ns  [hpy  walked  loiic\hrT  slowly  »long 
tfac  solilury  and  bnikfn  approach,  and  had  juBl  rome 
in  aiehl  of  the  monnslic  front  of  ihe  old  mansion. 
_-.i-  ;.-  .i..f,^  ""ndowB,  brick  walla.  o\ 
\g  shiulw.  ond  Iwisled 

on  Ihe'  port  of 
lioeier  loo;  lor  eince  ne  cnoo('i:'3  not  viBiiors,  ii.ia 
right  to  keep  his  place,  in  a  faflhion  that  will  invite 

Iho  Anthony  I  onnj  knew  him,  those  sturdy  oaka 
had  long  ainee  betome  the  properly  of  some  honciit 
woodmoiiger,  and  (he  manor-cloae  hero  had  looked 
Ughier  at  midnight  than  it  now  does  al  noon,  while 
Foster  played  foal  and  loose  wilh  the  priw.  in  some 
cunning  corner  in  ihe  puilicus  of  Whif^fria™." 
"Was  he  then  aucb  an 


ptoTe  the  philoBOpher'a  ( 


inlhrifll"  Bflwd  Tressi' 


worst  of  Tony  wc 


ly  was.  that  heloTcd  to  1 
cit,  and  KTTidged,  as  men  s. 


the  beat  loper  in  Berluhite; 
rendered  bun  un' 


e  had  bj 


alian. 


■Ihy  the  company  of  n  good  fel- 
'.  Ann  now  ne  has  earthed  himself  here,  in  a 
just  befitiinFt  such  a  sly  foi  ns  himself." 
nay  1  ask  you,  Master  Lamboumc.  said  Tres- 
lan.  "ance  youtold  companion's  humour  jumps 
little  with  your  own,  wherefore  you  ara  BO  desirous 
(o  renew  acquaintance  with  him  1 

"And  may  I  ask  you,  in  return.  Master  Trejsili 
an,"   answered  Lambounie,  "wherefore  you  have 

"Mold  you  my  motive,"  said  Tressilian.  "whei 
I  look  ehare  in  your  wager,— ii  was  simple  enriosi 

"La  you  ihere  now  I"  answered  Lamboume 
"  Sec  how  you  civil  and  discreet  genltcmeii  think  ti 
aee  us  who  live  hy|  the  free  exercise  of  our  wits 
Had  I  answered  your  question  by  saying  that  it  wai 
simple  curiosity  which  led  me  lo  visit  my  old  com 
rade  Anthony  Foster.  I  warrant  you  had  set  it  dowi 
for  im  evasion,  and  a  ntrn'of  my  trade.  But  an] 
answer,  I  suppose,  mast  serve  my  turn." 

"And  wherefore  should  nol  bare  curiaciiy."  sail 
TiTMiailian,  "  be  a  sutlicieni  reason  for  my  taking  thii 

"O.  content  youraelf,  air,"  rcpUed  Lamboume 
'  you  cannot  put  the  chani^  on  me  so  easy  as  you 
thmk,  for  1  have  livrd  among  tlie  quick -stirring  spi- 
rits of  the  BKe  too  long,  to  Hwullow  cbalf  for  i^in. 
You  are  a  penilcman  of  hirih  and  breedins-^youi 
bearing  makes  it  gi>od^  of  ctvil  habiia  and  fair  re- 
putation—your manners  declare  it,  and  my  imcle 
a-ouches  iij  end  yel  you  nssociate  yourself  wilhTi 

meio  be  such,  yoii  make  yourself  my  companio 


pies  of  just  weigh  I,  oi 

"If  your  suspicions  were  lusi.      hbuj    i 
"  you  have  shown  no  confidence  in  me  lo 

"O,  if  IhalhealV'  said  Lamboume,  "mj 

lie  above  water.    While  this  gold  of  mine  -, 

taking  out  his  purse,  chucking  ii  into  the  air.  and 
catching  it  as  il  fell,— "I  will  make  it  biiy  pknBurr 

mystenous  Lady  of  the  manor— this  fair  Limjabridc 
of  Tony  Fire-tlie-Pagol— be  so  admirable  a  piece  h 
men  say.  wliy.  there  is  chance  that  she  may  aid  me  t^ 
malt  my  noble*  Lnio  RToats;  and,  aaain,  J  Anihony 
be  >o  wealthy  a  chun  bb  rqioit  apeoka  huo,  be  may 


chance  to-morrow,"  answertd 
cl  not  to  cBich  the  old  jadi  litl 
ronnd-baiiB  handsomely.  But 
lore  of  his  sfTsirs  Ihis  morning 
and  I  wilt  souse  myknowled^ 
more  perfect  than  ii  is. — P*sy, 
heyileasure  or  proet,  or  both, 

le  you  t  hold  our  visit  not  allo- 
Bul  here  we  are,  and  ws  mmt 


nossy,  and  SHTiied  to  bear  bllle  fruit.  Those 
I  had  been  formerly  Irainfd  as  espalier*,  had 
-esumed  their  nalural  modeof  gmwing.  and  ex- 
d  BToicfque  forma,  partaking  of  the  origmsl 

-ng  which  they  had  received.    The  grealer  part 

of  the  ground,  which  had  once  been  parterres  nnd 
lower-gardens,  was  suffered  in  like  manna-  lo  run 
0  WBSle,  ciecptina  a  few  patches  which  bad  been 
lu(t  up,  and  planted  wilh  ordinary  pot-hcrbe.  Some 
Tallies,  which  had  ornamented  ihe  garden  in  its  days 
>f  splendour,  were  now  thrown  down  from  ihdrpcdes- 
als  and  broken  in  piecea,  and  n  large  summer-house, 
.laving  »  heavy  tioiie  front,  decorated  wilh  carving, 
representina  the  liTc  and  ncliuns  of  Samson,  waa  in 
the  same  dilnpidnted  condition. 

They  had  |usi  Iroverse'l  this  garden  of  Ihe  si i^gard, 
nnd  were  within  a  few  steps  of  ihc  door  of  Ihe  mon- 
»on,  when  Lambourne  had  ceased  speaking ;  a  cir- 
cumslance  very  agreeable  lo  Trcswlian,  as  it  saved 
hiin  the  embarrassment  of  either  rimmenlin"  upon 
or  rfiil>'ing  to  the  frank  avowal  which  his  com^snlon 
had  lusl  made  of  the  seiiiimenU  and  views  which  in. 
duced  him  to  come  hither.  Lamboume  knockai 
roundly  and  boldly  at  the  huge  dour  of  Ihe  mansion, 
obwrving  at  ihc  same  time,  he  liad  seen  a  less  eirong 
one  upon  a  county  jail.  It  was  not  until  they  hail 
knocked  more  than  once,  that  an  bshI  sour-vin$rd 
domestir  reconnoilrcd  ibcm  Ihrough  a  eniall  squnrc 
hole  in  the  door,  well  secured  with  bars  of  iron,  and 
demanded  what  they  wanted. 

"To  epcak  wilh  Master  Poster  instantly,  on  press- 
ins  business  of  Ihe  state,"  was  the  ready  reply  of 
Miehael  Lamboume. 
"Methinks  you  will  find  diflicullf  lo  ninke  thai 


wilh  a  carefiil  hand  both  hoU  and  bar.  orentil  ihe 
Bale,  which  ndmilied  ihcm  thrpuch  an  arrfuvay  into 
a  square  touri.  surrounded  by  buildings.  Opposite  lo 
the  arch  waa  another  door,  which  the  ser\inB-man  in 
hkemanner  unlocked,  and  thus inlroduced  them  into 
a  Btone-pnved  parlour,  where  there  was  but  little  fur- 
BndthaloflhoTudi         '  "    '' 

oaks  those  openina  to' the quadmngle  wen-  obsciirni 
by  ihe  hciKlit  of  the  surrounding  buildings,  and,  ti 
they  were  irnvrrscil  wilh  massive  shafts  of  solid  stone- 
work. Slid  thickly  pointed  wilh  religious  devices,  and 
scenes  taken  from  Senplute  hiatiirv.  by  no  mcini 
admilled  light  in  proportion  to  their  ajiei  and  whit 
did  [lenetrate  ihmugh  (hem,  partook  of  the  dark  and 

gloomy  tinge  of  I' — • ■■  -' — 

Tresalian  and  I 
all  these  parlicuh 

length  made  his  appeal 


giiide  had  limi 
,  for  they  wai  l( 


Our.  in.I  EBNILWORTH. 

IWaalion  had  inliapalwl.  He  was  of  middlB  atatnra, 

bnill  Bimogly,  tmi  an  cliuniolyaalobaRieroiidi  ' 

Vi  and  u>  give  all  hii  moiiona  the  uiiRainirawl 

ne«B  of  a  left-ltEged  and  Ifft-'       '    ' 

in  ansnging  which  men  ai  i 

WBTB  *«iy  nice  and  rainoua,  i .       _  . . 

cleaned  and  diapoasd  into  ahorl  curls, 

end,  as  ia  repreaenUrd  in  old  painlir 

iMembllng  thai  uaed  by  line  Rcnilc. „. 

daji,  escaped  in  aable  negligence  from  under  b  furred 
bonnet,  and  hunginelf-locka,  which  acemeil  simngei 
la  Iha  comb,  over  his  ruggprt  brows,  and  around  hi_ 


'as 


abacgy  eyebruwa,  and   aa  ihey  were 
oo  the  ground,  seemed  ae  it  thsy  wi 


.f  iho  e> 


^l!^^. 


uaily   b 


dosirouaio  conceal  II  from  th> 
bmes,  however,    when,    more  mlent  on   ooeervi 
olbera,  he  suddenly  mised  them,  and   Rxed   ihi 
keenly  on  those  wilh  whom  he  conversed,  ihey  sec 
cd  lo  exprees  both  the  fiercer  passions,  and  the  power 
of  mind  which  could  al  will  suppreBS  or  dirt^iiso 
(he  inlennty  of  inward  feeling.    The  fa 
correaponded  with  these  eyes  and  ibis  fc 
n^lar,  and  marked  so  os  lo  be  indelibly 


n  then 


Dpo 


whole,  aa  Treasihan  could  not  holp  acknowle<}ging  to 
faimaelt  the  Anthony  Foster  who  now  Btood^>eiore 

piarance,  upon  whom  one  wouUThave  chown  to  in- 
trtide  an  unexpected  and  undedred  viail.     Hie  attire 

waa  a  doublet  of  russot  leather,  like  ihost ' — he 

belter  mrt  of  country  Ibik,  oirl  with  a  in 

which  was  stuck  on  ihe  Hghi  sxJe  a  l<  or 

dudgeon  dagger,  and  on  the  other  a  le 

raised  his  eyes  as  be  entered  the  room.  b 

keenly  penetrating  glance  upon  hie  two  ea 

cast  them  down  as  if  counting  his  sle  he 

advanced  slowly  into  [he  middle  of  thi  id 


»e  pray  you,  gentlemen,  ti 


le  Ihe  ■ 

id  dignity  shone  through 

aB.^uI  i(  was  Michael 

mm,  wiin  tne  easy  familiarity  of  an 

a  lone  which  seemed  unembanasacd 

f  [he  moat  cordial  reception. 

nr  ffiend  and  ingle,  Tony  Foater!"  he 

ling  tipon  Ihe  unwilling  hand,  and 

L  euch  emphasiB  aa  almost  (o  atagiier 

i  sturdy  frame  of  the  person  whom  he  addressed  i 

low  fares  it  with  you  for  many  a  lonjt  year  l~Whal  1 

ve  yon  alioaetherforgoilen  your  fnend,  gossip,  and 

jyfellow,  Michael  Lamhoume?" 

Michael  Lamhoume  1"  said  Foater,  lotAing  alhim 

"'        "         "ig  hiaeyea,  and  with  hitle  ce- 

hand  from  the  friendly  grasp 


"Ay;  aureasyou  are  Anthony  FoBler,"  replied  Lam- 

"'Tia  well,"  answsrod  his  sullen  hosl;  "and  what 
may  Michael  Lamboumo  expect  from  hia  yisil  hither?" 
Volo  a  ZXiw,"  anawomd  Lambourne,  "1  expected 
a  belter  welcome  than  I  am  like  lo  meet,  I  ihinh." 

"Why,  thou  gal  lowB-hird—lhoujail-ral— thou  friend 
of  the  hangmr '  ■-- ■ "      '"  '" 


ciLBlomera,"  replied  Poster, 


mdenl  friend  Anthony  Fire-ihe-Pagol,  Ihough  he  be, 
for  the  present,  by  some  Lndeactibablc  lille,  the  master 
of  Cumnor-Place." 

"Hark  yon,  Michael  Lamboume,"  said  Footer; 
"you  are  a  gninblcr  now,  and  live  by  the  counting  of 
chances— Compu I e  mc  Ihe  odds  thalldo  not,  on  this 
inslunl,  throw  you  out  of  Ihal  window  jnlo  the  ditch 


lerdbre,  1  pray  you  1" 


Dt,"  anawared  lb* 

id  Anthony 
..ng  his  Ijpa, 
le  violenl  m- 


"Bccauae."  said  La mbourne,  coolly,  "you dare  not 
for  your  life  lay  a  finger  on  inc.  I  am  younger  and 
stronger  than  you,  and  have  in  me  a  double  portion 
of  the  fighiing  deid,  though  not,  ii  may  be,  quiie  so 
niiieh  of  tlie  undermining  fiend,  thai  finds  an  under- 
ground way  to  his  purpose— who  hides  halters  under 
fiilk's  pillows,  and  who  puis  ratsbane  into  [heir  por- 


ruDitr  luoKeu  ni  lum  euriiiBiiy,  iiieu  lumeu  away, 
and  paced  the  room  twice,  wilh  the  same  steady  Arid 
eonsideratc  pace  with  which  he  had  entered  it ;  then 
suddenly  came  back,  and  extended  his  hand  (o  Mi' 
chnel  Lsmboumc,  saying,  ''  fie  not  wroth  with  m& 
good  Mtke;  I  did  but  try  whether  thou  hsdst  parted 
wjlh  Slight  of  Ihine  old  and  honourable  franknev, 
which  your  en  viera  and  backbiters  called  saucy  impu- 

"Let  ihem  call  it  what  ihey  will,"  aaaiMichaal 
Lamboume,  "ii  is  the  commodity  we  muai  carry 
ilirough  the  world  with  ua.—Uds  daggers  1  1  icll  ihoe^ 


KUaLWtWTH. 


[ouf.nr. 


howeooldst  tbou  ha*B  llichwt 

„  , limt  old  idiaion,  irtitcfa  nn  omU 

(lip  off  or  on  MeuUr  u  roar  iilove?  Do  I  not  iw> 
membei  bow  yov  wen  wont  to  curr  I'oiir  codkmoo* 
to  onifeMMW,  u  diil)f  u  tbo  montli  cum  rooad  1 
•nd  when  thou  huUl  it  scoiued,  md  imititbti,  and 
whilswuhed  by  tlM  priaot,  ibou  wcrt  am  imay  te 
the  wont  TiUur  which  could  be  itii  i  "iawl  lika  • 
child  who  ii  tlwR^s  roadiew  to  raah  into  tin  mil* 
when  he  haa  got  hk  Snnday'B  clean  jetl^n  on." 

"Trouble  not  ihjradf  about  mjr  conaoenoe,"  aaid 
Fosler,  "it  ia  a  thins  ibou  eanet  not  undaiataD^ 
havinB  never  had  one  of  thina  own.  But  let  ya 
ralber  to  the  pdnt,  and  aar  to  mt,  m  one  wni, 
what  ia  thy  buaineaa  with  ne,  and  wnat  bopcs  bava 
diRwn  thee  hither  1" 

"  The  hope  of  bettcrinfi  mjatit,  to  be  mn^"  an- 

•wcred  LaniboumcL  "aa  the  old  « ■-■  — ' — 

ebe  leapt  over  the  biidoe  af 


■re  beie  wdt  MtabHahed,  it  would 


•Dd  tb^  Dot  aee  that  1  Now  I  know  such  orDlaction 
ia  not  pnrchaaed  for  non-fat  i  you  muat  hiie  aar- 
vioe*  to  render  lot  it,  and  m  Ibaae  I  propoae  to  b^ 

"Bui  how  if  I  lack  noaanalanee  bom  lliet^H^I 
I  think  thy  modeety  mighl  anpvoae  thai  w<n  •  caaa 

"Tbatia  toaav,"  retorted  Lambonme,  "that  yov 
would  engroaa  the  whole  woik,  latlwr  than  drride 
the  reward— but  be  not  over-snedy,  Anuioay ■  CovH- 
ouaoeaa  burata  the  lack,  and  eirillB  the  ^ain.    Look 


,,_, nee  to  kill  a  BtoR,  ha 

lake*  wiih-  hini  more  doga  than  one— He  haa  dw 
■tancb  lyme-hound  to  track  ibe  wounded  buck  ortf 
bill  And  dale,  but  be  bath  alao  the  fleet  aae-lioinid 

m  will  need  the  smI  of 
Thou  haot 


Thou  art  it.  . 

the  BBie-bound,  and  thy  patron  w 

both,  and  can  well  aflind  to  requi'_  ._ 

'  — I  aandlyT-an  unrelenting  purpose — a  aleady  long- 
ithed  malignity  of  DHturc^  that  anipaasea  mina. 


Separvle.  oil 


lalignilyof : 

But  iben,  I  am  ilie  b 
resdy,  both  at  action  and  cipedion 
propeniea  are  not  Bo  perfect;  but  ui 
dHve  Iho  world  before  us.     How  i 
we  hunt  in  coupleat" 

"  It  ia  s  curri»b  propOBj— thus  lo  ihruet  Ihyaalf 
upon  myprivaie  mailCTB,"  replied  FoBter  i  "butthoa 

"Yon  sbell  have  no  cause  lo  lay  BO,  unleas  toq 
H>um  my  counoey,"  aaid  Hicbaet  Lamboamai  "bnl 
if  BO,  keep  ihee  well  from  me,  Sir  Kni^l,  bb  tha 
romance  has  it.  I  will  dther  share  your  eounada 
or  tranerae  them ;  for  I  have  coma  here  la  be  buay, 
alher  wtlh  tbae  or  aaBioBl  thee." 

"Wdl,"  (aid  AntGony  Foslei,  "since  tboa  deal 
leave  me  ao  bir  a  choice,  I  will  rather  be  ihy  bientl 
than  thine  enemy.  'Hiau  art  lighi  i  I  can  prefer  the* 
to  the  eervice  of  a  pacroiL  who  haa  enough  of  maaiw 
to  make  ua  both,  and  a  hundred  more.  And  to  aay 
truth,  thou  art  wall  oualiGed  lor  hii  aerrice.  Bold- 
neoB  and  deilerity  be  demand*— tbe  iDBlica-bo<du 


ai  a  Milan  viaor.    liiere  ib  but  one  thing  I  would 
fain  aee  amended  in  thee." 

"And  what  ia  that,  my  moel  predouB  friend  An- 
tbonyT'  replied  Lamboumei  "for  I  aweai  by  ibf 
pillow  of  the  Seven  Sleeiwra,  I  will  not  be  dothfbl 

"Why,  VDU  gave  a  aampleaf  it  even  now,"  sail 
Poster.  ''  Your  speech  twangs  loo  much  of  the  old 
stamp,  and  yoa  gamiab  it  ever  and  anon  with  lingii- 
Jar  oaths,  that  savour  of  PuHBlrie.  Beaidea,  yonr 
exterior  man  is  aliofielher  too  deboehed  and  in^olar 
to  become  one  o(  hia  lordahip'a  Ibllowara,  aince  ha 
has  a  rcputulion  to  keep  up  in  the  eye  of  the  world. 


Ckav.  IV.] 


KENILWOKTB. 


YoQ  mast  loiutwlMt  rafiNrm  your  diwii  tqson  a  mon 

KiT«  and  oompoted  &ahkm :  wear  your  eloak  on 
th  ahouUm  and  your  faUing  band  unrumpled 
and  well  atarcned— You  must  cHolargo  the  brim  o[ 
your  beaver,  and  diminiah  the  suDo^uitY  of  your 
trunk-hose— 00  to  church,  or,  which  will  be  better, 
to  meeting,  at  least  once  a  month— i>rotest  only  ui>on 
TOUT  ftdth  and  conscience— lav  aside  your  swadiing 
bK>k,  and  never  touch  the  hilt  of  your  sword,  but 
when  you  would  draw  the  carnal  weapon  in  good 
eameat." 

**  By  this  light,  Anthony,  thou  art  mad,"  answered 
Lsmbovame^  and  hast  described  rather  the  gentle- 
man-usher to  a  puritan's  wife,  than  the  follower  of 
an  ambilious  courtierl  Yes,  such  a  thing  as  thou 
wouldst  make  of  me,  should  wear  a  book  at  his  gir- 
dle instead  of  a  poniard,  and  might  just  be  soqiected 
of  manhood  enous^  to  squire  a  proud  dame-citizen 
to  the  lecture  at  saint  AntonUn'ik  and  quarrel  in  her 
oanse  with  any  flat-capp'd  thread-maker  that  would 
take  the  wall  of  her.  He  must  ruffle  it  in  another 
sort  that  would  walk  to  court  in  a  nobleman's  train." 

"  O,  content  you,  sir,"  replied  Foster,  "  there  is  a 
change  since  you  knew  the  Enjg^ish  world;  and 
there  are  those  who  can  hold  theu*  way  through  the 
boldest  courses,  and  the  most  secret,  and  yet  never  a 
vwaggering  word,  or  an  oath,  or  a  pro&ne  word  in 
their  corfversation." 

"  That  is  to  say,"  replied  Lamboume,  "  they  are 
is  a  trading  ooparmery,  to  do  the  devil's  busmess 
without  mentioning  his  name  in  the  firm  7— Well,  I 
will  do  my  best  to  counterfeit,  rather  than  lose  ground 
in  this  new  world,  since  thou  savest  it  is  mown  so 
precise.  But.  Anthony,  what  is  the  name  of  this  no- 
bleman, in  whose  service  I  am  to  turn  hypocrite  7" 

**Aha!  Master  Michael,  are  you  there  with  your 
bears?"  said  Foster  with  a  grim  smile;  **and  is  this 
the  knowledge  you  pretend  of  my  concernments  7— 
How  know  you  now  there  is  such  a  person  in  rerum 
ntUura,  and  that  I  have  not  been  putting  a  jape  upon 
yoo  all  this  time  7" 

"Thou  put  a  Jape  on  me,  thou  soddenbrained 
gall  7"  answered  Lamboume,  nothing  daunted : 
"  why,  dark  and  muddy  as  thou  think' st  thyself^  1 
would  engage  in  a  day'sspace  to  see  as  clear  through 
thee  and  thy  concernments,  as  thou  call'st  them,  as 
tiirough  the  filthy  horn  of  an  old  stable  lantern.'' 

At  this  moment  their  conversation  was  interrupted 
by  a  scream  from  the  next  apartment 

**  By  the  holy  Cross  of  Abingdon,"  exclaimed  An- 
thony Foster,  forgetting  his  Froteetantism  in  his 
alarm,  *'  I  am  a  rmned  man  f 

So  saying,  he  rushed  into  the  apartment  whence 
the  scream  issued,  followed  by  Ifichael  Lamboume. 
But  to  account  for  the  sounds  which  interrupted  their 
conversation  it  is  necessary  to  recede  a  little  way  in 
our  narrative. 

It  has  been  already  observed,  that  when  Lam- 
boume accompanied  Foster  into  the  library,  thev  left 
Tressilian  alone  in  the  ancient  parlour.  His  dark  eye 
followed  them  forth  of  the  apartment  vrith  a  glance 
of  contempt,  a  part  of  which  his  mind  instantly 
transferred  to  himself  for  having  stooped  to  be  even 
for  a  moment  their  femiliar  companion.  "  These  are 
the  associates.  Amy."— it  was  thus  he  communed 
with  himscl£— "  to  which  thy  cruel  levity— thine  un- 
thinking and  most  unmerited  falsehood,  has  con- 
demned him  of  whom  his  friends  once  hoped  far 
other  things,  and  who  now  scorns  himself  as  he  will 
be  scoraea  dv  other8,for  the  baseness  he  stoops  to 
for  the  love  ot  thee !  But  I  will  not  leave  the  pursuit 
of  thee,  once  the  object  of  my  pureet  and  most  de- 
voted affection,  though  to  me  thou  canst  henceforth 
be  nothing  but  a  thing  to  weep  over— I  will  save  thee 
from  thy  oetrayer,  and  from  thyself— I  will  restore 
thee  to  thy  parent— to  thy  Qod.  I  cannot  bid  the 
bright  star  again  qimrkle  in  the  sphere  it  has  shot 
from,  but" 

A  slight  noise  in  the  apartment  interrupted  his 
reverie ;  he  looked  round,  and  in  the  beautiful  and 
richly-attired  female  who  entered  at  that  instant  by 
a  side-door,  he  recognized  the  object  of  his  search. 
The  first  impulse  arising  torn  this  discovery,  urged 
htm  to  conceal  his  fkce  vrith  the  collar  of  his  cloak. 


until  he  should  find  a  flMTOiirable  moment  of  makins 
himself  known.  But  his  purpose  waa  disconcertsa 
by  the  young  lady,  (she  waa  not*  above  eimtaen 
years  old,)  who  ran  joyfiillv  towards  him,  and  pull- 
ing him  by  the  cloak,  said  piayfiilly,  "  Nay,  my  sweet 
friend,  alter  I  have  waited  for  you  so  long,  you  come 
not  to  my  bower  to  play  the  masguer— You  are 
arraigned  of  treason  to  true  love  and  fond  affection ; 
and  you  must  stand  up  at  the  bar,  and  answer  it 
with  face  uncovered-^iow  s^y  you,  guilty  or  not  7" 

"  Alas,  Amy,"  said  Tressilian,  in  a  low  and  melan- 
choly tone,  as  he  sufiered  her  to  draw  the  mantle 
frx>m  his  face.  The  sound  of  his  voice,  and  still  more 
the  unexpected  sisht  of  his  fru^  changed  in  an 
instant  the  lady's  pTayfiil  mood— She  staggo^  back, 
turned  as  pale  as  deam.  and  put  her  hands  before  her 
face.  Tressilian  was  himself  for  a  moment  much 
overoom&  but  seeming  suddenly  to  remember  the  ne- 
cessity of  using  an  opportumty  which  might  not 
again  occur,  he  said  in  a  low  tone,  "  Amy,  fear  ma 
not" 

"Why  should  I  fear  you T'  said  the  lady,  with- 
drawing her  hands  from  her  beautiful  face,  which 
waa  now  covered  with  crimson.—"  why  should  I  fear 
you,  Mr.  Tressilian  7— or  wherefore  have  you  intruded 
yourself  into  my  dwelling,  uninvited,  sir,  and  un- 
wished for  7" 

"Your  dwelling,  Amy!"  said  Tressilian.  "Alast 
is  a  prison  your  dwelling  7— a  prison,  guarded  by  one 
of  the  most  sordid  of  men,  but  not  a  greater  wretch 
than  his  employer  ¥* 

"This  house  is  min&"  said  Amy,  "mine  while  I 
choose  to  inhabit  it— If  it  ia  mvpbasnre  to  live  in 
seclusion,  who  shall  gainsay  me7'' 

"  Your  fether,  maiden,"  answered  Tressilian, "  your 
broken-hearted  father ;  who  dispatched  me  in  quest  <^ 
you  with  that  authority  which  he  cannot  exert  in  per- 
son. Here  is  his  letter,  written  while  he  blessed  hb 
pain  of  body  whidi  somewhat  stunned  the  agony  of 
his  mind." 

"The  pain !— is  my  fiftther  then  iUT"  said  the  lady. 

"So  ill,"  answered  Tressilian,  "that  even  your 
utmost  haste  mav  not  restore  him  to  health ;  but  all 
shall  be  instantly  prepared  for  your  departure^  the 
instant  you  yourself  will  give  consent" 

"Treentian,"  answered  the  lady,  "I  cannot,  I 
must  not,  I  dare  not  leave  this  place.  Go  back  to 
my  fether— tell  him  I  will  obtain  leave  to  see  him 
within  twelve  hours  from  hence.  Go  back,  Tressi- 
lian—tell  hhn  I  am  welL  I  am  happ]r— happy,  could  I 
think  he  was  so— tell  him  not  to  fear  that  I  will 
come,  and  in  such  a  manner  that  all  the  grief  Amy 
has  given  him  shall  be  forgotten— the  poor  Amy  » 
now  greater  than  she  dare  name.— Go,  good  Trea- 
silian— I  have  injured  thee  toa  but  believe  me  I  have 
ppwer  to  heal  the  wounds  I  nave  caused— I  robbed 
you  ot  a  childish  heart,  which  waa  not  worthy  of 
you,  and  I  can  repay  the  loss  with  honours  and  ad- 
vancement" 

"  Do  you  say  this  to  me,  Amy !— Do  you  ofier  ma 
pageants  of  idle  ambition,  for  the  quiet  peace  you 
have  robbed  me  of  7— But  be  it  so— I  came  not  to  up- 
braid^ but  to  serve  and  to  free  you.— You  cannot 
disguise  it  from  me;  you  are  a  prisoner.    Otherwise 

Sour  kind  heart— for  it  waa  once  a  kind  heart— would 
ave  been  already  at  yoar  fether's  bed-side.— Come— 
poor,  deceived,  unhappy  maiden! — all  shall  be  for- 
got—all  shall  be  forgiven.  Fear  not  my  importunity 
for  what  regarded  our  contract— it  was  a  droam,  and 
I  have  awaked— But  come— your  father  yet  live»7- 
Come,  and  one  word  of  affection— one  tear  of  peni- 
tqpce.  wfll  efface  the  memory  of  all  that  has  paMad." 

"  Have  I  not  abeady  said,  Tressilian,"  replied  shA 
"  that  I  will  surely  come  to  my  fether,  and  that  with- 
out farther  delay  than  is  necessary  to  discharge  other 
and  equally  bmding  duties  7— Ga  carry  him  the 
newa-H[  come  as  sure  as  there  is  light  in  heaven— 
that  is,  when  I  obtain  permission." 

"  Permission  7— permission  to  visit  your  nUher  ott 
his  sick-bed,  perhaps  on  his  death-bed  !*'  repeated 
Tressilian,  impatiently ; "  and  permissKm  from  moini 
From  the  villain,  who,  under  disguise  of  flnendship, 
abused  every  dutyof  ho^Htality,  and  stole  thee  from 
thy  father's  roof!" 


It 
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"  Do  him  no  slander,  Treeaflian  1— He  whom  thou 
•peakest  of  we^ra  a  sword  aa  sharp  as  thine— 
anarper,  vain  man— for  the  best  deeds' tnon  hast  ever 
done  in  peace  or  war,  were  as  unworthy  to  be  named 
with  his,  as  thy  obscure  rank  to  match  itself  with 
the  q>here  he  moves  in.— Leave  me !  Go,  do  mine 
errand  to  my  father,  and  when  he  next  sends  to  me, 
let  him  choose  a  more  welcome  messenger." 

"Amy,"  replied  Tressilian,  calmly,  thou  canst 
not  move  me  oy  thy  reproaches. — Tell  me  one  thing, 
that  I  may  bear  at  least  one  ray  of  comfort  to  my 
aged  fHeim— Thia  rank  of  his  which  thou  dost  boast 
— ilost  thou  share  it  with  him.  Amy  7— Docs  he  claim 
a  husband's  right  to  control  thy  motions  7" 

"  Stop  thy  Dase  unmannered  tongue !"  said  the 
lady;  to  no  question  that  derogates  from  my  ho- 
nour, do  I  deign  an  answer." 

"  You  have  said  enough  in  refusing  to  reply,"  an- 
swered Tressilian ;  "  and  mark  me,  unhappy  as  thou 
art,  I  am  armed  with  thy  iather's  full  autnority  to 
command  thv  obedience,  and  I  will  save  thee  irom 
the  slavery  ot  an  and  of  sorrow,  even  despite  of  thy- 
8el£  Amy.^' 

Menace  no  violence  here  I"  exclaimed  the  lady, 
drawing  back  from  him,jind  alarmed  at  the  deter- 
mination expressed  in  his  look  and  manner ;  "  threat- 
en me  not,  Tressihan,  for  I  have  means  to  repel 
force." 

"  But  not,  I  trust,  the  wish  to  use  them  in  so  evil 
a  cauae7"  said  Tressilian.  "With  thy  will— thine 
unfluenced,  free,  and  natural  will.  Amy,  thou  canst 
not  choose  this  state  of  slaverv  and  dishonour— thou 
hast  been  bound  by  some  spell — entrapped  by  some 
deceit — art  now  detained  by  some  compelled  vow.— 
Bi^t  thus  I  break  the  charm— Amy,  in  the  name  of 
thine  excellent,  thy  broken-hearted  father,  I  com- 
mand thee  to  follow  me !" 

As  he  npoke,  he  advanced  and  extended  his  arm, 
as  with  the  purpose  of  laying  hold  upon  her.  But 
she  shrunk  back  from  his  grasp,  and  uttered  the 
scream  which,  as  we  before  noticed,  brought  into  the 
apartment  Lamboume  and  Foster. 

The  latter  exclaimed,  as  soon  aa  ho  entered,  "  Fire 
and  fagot !  what  have  we  here  7"  Then  addressing 
the  lady,  in  a  tone  betviixt  entreaty  and  commano, 
he  added,  "  Uds  precious !  madam,  what  make  you 
here  out  of  bounds  7— Retire— retire — there  is  life  and 
death  in  this  matter.— And  you,  friend,  whoever  you 
may  be,  leave  this  house— out  with  you,  before  my 
dagger's  hilt  and  your  costard  become  acquainted — 
Draw,  Mike,  and  nd  us  of  the  knave !" 

"Not  I,  on  my  soul,"  repUed  Lamboume;  "he 
came  hither  in  my  company,  and  he  is  safe  from  me 
by  cutter's  law,  at  least  till  we  meet  a^ain.— But  hark 
ye,  my  Cornish  comrade,  you  have  Drought  a  Cor- 
nish flaw  of  wind  with  you  hither,  a  hurricanoe  as 
they  call  it  in  the  Indies.  Make  yourself  scarce — 
depart— vanish — or  we'll  have  you  summoned  before 
the  Mayor  of  Halgaver,  and  that  before  Dudman 
and  Ramhead  meet."* 

"Away,  base  groom !"  said  Tressilian—"  And  you, 
madam,  fare  you  well— what  life  hngers  in  vour 
father's  bosom  will  leave  him,  at  the  news  I  nave 
to  tell." 

He  departed,  the  lady  saying  faintly  as  he  left  the 
room,  Tressilian,  be  not  rash— say  no  scandal  of 
me." 

"  Here  is  proper  gear,"  said  Foster.    "I  pray  you 

» to  your  chamber,  my  lady,  and  let  us  consider  how 

is  is  to  be  answered— nay,  tarry  not." 

"I  move  not  at  your  command,  sir,"  answered  the 
lady. 

"^Nay,  but  you  must,  fair  lady,"  replied  Foster; 
"  excuse  my  freedom,  but,  by  blood  and  nails,  this  is  no 
time  to  strain  courtesies— you  must  go  to  your  cham- 
bor. — Mike,  follow  that  meddling  coxcomb,  and,  as 
you  desire  to  thrive,  see  him  safely  clear  oi  the  pre- 
mises, while  I  bring  this  headstrong  lady  to  reason- 
Draw  thy  tool,  man,  and  after  him." 

"  I'll  follow  him,"  said  Michael  Lamboume,  "  and 
see  him  fairly  out  of  Flanders— But  for  hurting  a  man 
I  have  drunk  my  morning's  draught  withal,  'tis  clean 

*  Two  hcttdlaadi  on  the  Coroiih  coMt    The  expreMiom  are 
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against  my  conscience."     So  saymc  ha  left  the 
apartment. 

Tressilian,  meanwhile,  with  hasty  atma,  pmnued 
the  first  path  which  promised  to  conduct  him  throo^ 
the  wild  and  ovei^rown  park  in  which  the  manikm 
of  Foster  was  situated.  Haste  and  distress  of  mind 
led  his  sta>s  astray,  and  instead  of  taking  the  avenue 
which  led  towards  the  village  he  chose  another, 
which,  after  he  had  pursued  it  u>r  some  time  wt^  a 
hasty  and  reckless  step,  conducted  him  to  the  other 
side  of  the  demesne,  where  a  poetem-door  opened 
through  the  wall,  and  led  into  the  open  country. 

Tressilian  paused  an  mstant.  It  was  indifferent  to 
him  by  what  road  he  left  a  spot  now  so  odious  to  1^ 
recollections:  but  it  was  probable  tl\at  the  poatera- 
door  was  locked,  and  his  retreat  by  that  paas  render- 
ed impossible. 

, "  I  must  make  the  attempt,  however,"  he  said  to 
himself;  "  the  only  means  of  reclaiming  this  lost— 
this  miserable — this  still  most  lovely  and  most  an- 
happy  girl— must  rent  in  her  father's  appeal  to  the 
broken  laws  of  his  country' — ^I  must  haste  to  wppnm 
him  of  this  heart-rending  intelligence." 

As  Tressilian,  thus  conversing  with  himseU^  aiv- 
proached  to  try  some  means  of  opening  the  door,  or 
climbing  over  it,  he  perceived  there  waa  a  key  pot 
into  the  lock  from  the  outside.  It  turned  round,  die 
bolt  revolved,  and  a  cavalier,  who  entered.  nAiffied  in 
his  riding-cloak,  and  wearing  a  alouched  oat  with  a 
drooping  feather,  stood  at  once  within  four  yards  o€ 
him  who  was  desirious  of  going  out.  They  exclaimed 
at  once,  in  tones  of  resentment  and  surprise,  the  one 
"  Vamey !"  the  other  "  Tressihan  1" 

"  What  make  you  here  7"  was  the  stem  question 
put  by  the  stranger  to  Tressilian,  when  the  moment 
of  surprise  was  past — "  What  make  you  here,  where 
your  presence  is  neither  expected  nor  desired  7" 

"  ISay,  Vamey,"  replied  Tressihan,  "what  make  you 
here  7  Are  you  come  to  triumoh  over  the  innocence 
you  have  destroyed,  as  the  vmture  or  carrion-crow 
comes  to  batten  on  the  lamb,  whose  eyes  it  has  first 
plucked  out  7 — Or  are  you  come  to  encounter  the 
merited  vengeance  of  an  honest  man  7— Draw,  dog, 
and  defend  thyself!" 

Tressilian  drew  his  sword  as  he  spoke,  but  Varpey 
only  laid  his  hand  on  the  hilt  of  his  own,  as  he  replied, 
"  Thou  art  mad,  Tressilian— I  own  appearances  are 
against  me,  but  by  every  oath  a  priest  can  make,  or  a 
man  can  swear,  MisU^ss  Amy  Robsart  hath  had  no 
injury  from  me ;  and  in  tmth  I  vf&e  somewhat  k>ath 
to  hurt  you  in  this  cause — Thou  know'st  I  can  fij^t" 

"  I  have  heard  thee  say  so,  Varney,"  replied  Tres- 
silian ;  "but  now,  inethinks,  I  would  fain  have  some 
better  evidence  than  thine  own  word." 

"  That  shall  not  be  lacking,  if  blade  and  hilt  be 
but  true  to  me,"  answered  Vamey;  and  drawing  his 
sword  with  the  right  hand,  he  threw  his  cloak  around 
his  left,  and  attacked  Tressilian  with  a  vigour  which, 
for  a  moment,  seemed  to  give  him  the  advantage  of 
the  combat.    But  this  advantage  lasted  not  long.— 
Tressilian  added  to  a  spirit  determined  on  revenge,  a 
hand  and  eye  admirably  well  adapted  to  the  use  of 
the  rapier:  so  that  Varney,  finding  himself  hand 
pressed  in  his  mm,  endeavoured  to  avail  himself  of 
his  superior  strength,  by  closing  with  his  adversary. 
For  this  purpose,  lie  hazarded  the  receiving  one  of 
Tressilian's    passes  in  his  cloak,  wrapt  ss  it  was 
around  his  arm,  and  ere  his  adversary  could  extricate 
his  rapier  thus  entangled,  he  closed  with  him,  short- 
ening his  own  sword  at  the  same  tinie,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  dispatching  him.    But  Tressilian  was  on  his 
guard,  and  unsheathing  his  poniard,  parried  with  the 
lade  of  that  weapon  the  home-thrust  which  woukl 
otherwise  have  finished  the  combat,  and,  in  the  strug- 
gle which  followed,  displayed  so  much  address,  as 
might  have  confirmed  the  opinion  that  he  drew  hit 
origin  from  Cornwall,  whose  natives  are  such  mas- 
ters in  the  art  of  \yrrstlinfr,  a?,  were  the  apmca  of 
antiquity  revived^  might  enable  them  to  chaUenge  all 
Europe  to  the  nng.    Vamey,  in  his  ill-ad\'ifira  at- 
tempt, received  a  fall  so  sudden  and  violent,  that  his 
sword  fiew  several  paces  from  his  hand,  and  ere  be 
could  recover  his  feet,  that  of  his  antagonist  was 
pointed  to  his  throat. 
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**  Give  me  the  instant  means  of  relievmg  the  vic- 
tim of  thy  treachery,"  said  Tressilian,  "or  take  the 
last  look  of  your  Creator's  blessed  sun !" 

And  while  Varney,  too  confused  or  too  sullen  tore- 
ply,  made  a  sudden  eflbrt  to  arise,  his  adversary 
drew  back  his  arm,  and  would  have  executed  his 
threat,  but  that  the  blow  was  arrested  bv  the  grasp 
of  Michael  Lamboume,  who,  directed  by  the  clashing 
of  swords,  had  come  up  just  in  time  to  save  the  life 
of  Varney. 

**  Come^  come,  comrade,"  said  Lambourne,  "  here 
is  enough  done,  and  more  than  enough—put  up  your 
fox,  and  let  us  be  jogging— The  Black  Bear  growls 
for  us." 

"  Off,  abject !"  said  Tressilian,  striking  himself  free 
of  L.amboume's  grasp ;  "  darest  thou  come  betwixt 
me  and  mine  enem  v  1" 

"Abject!  abject!"  rq^eated  Lambourne;  "that 
shall  be  answered  with  cold  steel  whenever  a  bowl  of 
eack  has  washed  out  memory  of  the  morning's  draught 
that  we  had  together.  In  the  mean  while,  do  you  see, 
sho2 — ^tramp— oeeone — we  are  two  to  one." 

He  spoke  truth,  for  Varney  had  taken  the  oppor- 
tunity to  regain  his  weapon,  and  Tressilian  perceived 
it  VTas  madness  to  press  the  quarrel  farther  against 
mich  odds.  He  took  his  purse  from  his  side,  and  taking 
out  two  gold  nobles,  flun^  them  to  Lambourae; 
•*  Tliere,  caitifE  is  thy  mornmg  wage— thou  shalt  not 
say  thou  hast  been  mv  guide  nnhired. — ^Varney,  fare- 
well— we  shall  meet  where  there  are  none  to  come  be- 
t  wixt  us."  So  saying,  he  turned  round  and  departed 
through  the  postern-door. 

Varney  seemed  to  want  the  inclination,  or  perhaps 
the  ro^wer,  (for  his  fall  had  been  a  severe  one,  |  to  fol- 
low his  retreating  enemy.  But  he  glared  darkly  as  he 
disappeared,  anathen  addressed  Lamboume;  "Art 
thou  a  comrade  of  Foster's,  good  fellow  7" 

"  Swbm  friends,  as  the  haft  is  to  the  knife,"  replied 
Michael  Lambovme. 

"  Here  is  a  broad  piece  for  thee — follow  yonder  fel- 
low, and  see  where  he  takes  earth,  and  bring  me  word 
up  to  the  mansion-house  here.  Cautious  and  silent 
thou  knave,  as  thou  valuest  thy  throat." 

"  Enough  said."  repUed  LamDoume  j  "  I  can  draw 
on  a  scent  as  well  as  a  sleuth-hound." 

"  Begone,  then,"  said  Varney,  sheathing  his  rapier ; 
and.  turning  his  back  on  Michael  Lamboume,  he 
w^alkcd  slowly  towards  the  house.  Lambourne  stop- 
ped but  an  instant  to  gather  the  nobles  which  his  late 
companion  had  flung  towards  him  so  unceremoni- 
ously, and  muttered  td  himself  while  he  put  them  np 
in  his  purse  along  with  the  gratuity  of  Vamey,  "  I 
sq^oke  to  yonderculls  of  Eldorado— By  Saint  Antho- 
ny, there  is  no  Elldorado  for  men  of  our  stamp  equal 
to  boiiny  Old  England !  It  rains  nobles,  by  Heaven— 
they  lie  on  the  grass  as  thick  as  dewdrops — ^you  may 
have  them  for  ^thering.  And  if  I  have  not  my  share 
of  such  glittering  dewdrops,  may  flty  sword  melt  like 
an  icicle T* 


CHAPTER   V 
-He  was  a  man 


V«raed  in  the  world  a*  pilot  In  his  corapau. 
The  nnedle  pointed  ever  to  that  interest 
Which  waj)  his  loadstar,  and  bo  spread  his  sails, 
WiUi  vantage  to  the  gale  of  other's  passion- 

The  Deceiver— a  Tragedy. 

Anthottv  Fosteb  was  still  engaged  in  debate  with 
bis  fair  guest,  who  treated  with  scorn  every  entreaty 
and  request  that  she  would  retire  to  her  own  apart- 
ment, when  a  whistle  was  heard  at  the  entrance-door 
of  the  mansion. 

"  We  are  fairlv  sped  now,"  said  Poster;  "yonder is 
thy  lord's  signal,  and  what  to  say  about  the  disorder 
waich  has  happened  in  this  household,  by  my  con- 
sctenoe,  I  know  not.  Some  evil  fortune  dogs  the 
heels  of  that  unhang^  rogue  Lamboume,  and  ne  has 
'scaped  the  gallows  a^^ainst  every  chance,  to  come 
back  and  be  the  ruin  of  me !" 

*'  Peace,  sir,"  said  the  lady,  "  and  imdo  the  gate  to 
your  master. — My  lord !  my  dear  lord !"  she  then  ex- 
claimed, hastening  to  the  entrance  of  the  apartment ; 


then  added  with  a  yoice  expressive  of  disappointment, 
— "  Pooh !  it  is  but  Richard  Vamey." 

"  Ay,"  madam,  said  Varney,  entering  and  saluting 
the  lady  with  a  respectful  obeisance,  which  she  cs- 
tumed  with  a  careless  mixmre  of  n^igenoe  and  of 
displeasure,  "It  is  but  Richard  Varney :  hut  even  the 
first  grey  cloud  should  be  acceptable,  when  it  lightens 
in  the  east,  because  it  announces  the  approach  of  the 
blessed  sun." 

"  How !  comes  my  lord  hither  to-night  7"  said  the 
lady,  in  joyful,  yet  startled  agitation  ;  and  Anthony 
Foster  caught  up  the  word,  and  echoed  the  question. 
Vamey  replied  to  the  lady,  that  his  lord  purposed  to 
attend  her,  and  would  have  proceed^  with  some 
compliment,  when,  running  to  the  door  of  the  parlour, 
she  called  aloud.  Janet— Janet — come  to  my  tiring- 
room  instantly."  Then  returning  to  Vamey,  she 
asked  if  her  lord  sent  any  farther  commendations  to 
her. 

"This  letter,  honoured  madam,"  said  he,  taking 
from  his  bosom  a  small  parcel  wrapt  in  scarlet  silk. 
"  and  with  it  a  token  to  the  Queen  of  his  Affections." 
With  eager  speed  the  lady  hastened  to  undo  the  silken 
string  wnich  siurounded  the  little  packet,  and  failing 
to  unloose  readily  the  knot  with  which  it  was  se- 
cured, she  again  called  loudly  on  Janet,  "  Bring  me  a 
knife— scissors — aught  that  may  tmdo  this  envious 
knot  I" 

"  May  not  my  poor  poniard  serve,  honoured  ma- 
dam," said  Vamey,  presenting  a  small  dagger  of  ex- 
quisite workmanship  which  hung  in  his  Turkic-leather 
sword-belt. 

"  Noj  sir,"  replied  the  lady,  rejecting  the  instrument 
which  he  ofiered — "  Steel  pomard  shall  cut  no  true- 
love  knot  of  mine." 

"It  has  cut  mdhv,  however^'  said  Anthony  Fos- 
ter, half  aside,  and  looking  at  Vamey.  By  this  time 
the  knot  was  disentangled  without  any  other  help 
than  the  neat  and  nimble  fingers  of  Janet,  a  simply- 
attired  pretty  maiden^  the  daughter  of  Anthony  Fos- 
ter, who  came  mnning  at  the  repeated  call  of  her 
mistress.  A  necklace  of  orient  pearl,  the  com- 
panion of  a  perfiuned  billet,  was  now  hastily  pro- 
duced from  the  packet.  The  lady  «ive  the  one,  af- 
ter a  slight  glance,  to  the  charge  of  her  attendant, 
while  she  read,  or  rather  devoured,  the  contents  of 
the  other. 

"  Surely,  ladv,"  said  Janet,  gazing  with  admira- 
tion at  the  neck-string  of  peans,  "  the  daughters  of 
Tyre  wore  no  fairer  neck-iewels  than  mese— And 
then  the  posy,  '  For  a  neck  that  is  fairer,' — each  pearl 
is  worth  a  freehold." 

"  F<ach  word  in  this  dear  paper  is  worth  the  whole 
string,  mv  girl— But  come  to  my  tiring-room,  girl ;  wo 
inust  be  orave,  my  lord  comes  hither  to-nij^t.— He 
bids  me  grace  you.  Master  Varney^  and  to  me  his 
wish  is  a  law. — I  hid  you  to  a  collation  in  my  bower 
this  afternoon^  and  you,  too,  Master  Foster.  GKve 
orders  that  all  is  fitting,  and  that  suitable  preparations 
be  made  for  my  lord  s  reception  to-night."  With 
these  words  she  left  the  apartment. 

"  She  takes  state  on  her  already,"  said  Vamey, 
"and  distributes  the  favour  of  her  presence,  as  if  she 
were  already  the  partner  of  his  dignity. — Well— it  \b 
wise  to  practise  l)eforehand  the  part  which  fortune 
pr^ares  us  to  play— the  young  eagle  must  ^ze  at 
the  sun,  ere  he  soars  on  strong  wing  to  meet  it." 

"  If  holding  her  head  alofti'^said  Foster,  "  will  keep 
her  eyes  from  dazzling,  1  warrant  you  the  dame 
will  not  stoop  her  crest.  She  will  presently  soar  be- 
yond reach  of  my  whistle,  Master  Vamey.  I  promise 
you,  she  holds  me  already  in  slight  regard." 

"It  is  thine  own  fault,  thou  sullen  uninventive 
companion,"  answered  Vamey,  "who  know*st  no 
mode  of  control,  save  downright  brute-force.— Canst 
thou  not  make  home  pleasant  to  her,  with  mtisic  fund 
toys  ?  Canst  thou  not  make  the  out-of-doors  fright- 
ful to  her,  with  tales  of  goblins?— Thoti  livest  here 
by  the  churchyard,  and  hast  not  even  wit  enough  to 
raise  a  ghost,  to  scare  thy  females  into  good  disci- 
pline." 

"  Speak  not  thus.  Master  Vamey,"  said  Foster  i 
"  the  living  I  fear  not,  but  I  trifle  not  nor  toy  with  my 
dead  neighbours  of  the  churchyard.  I  promise  you*  it 
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raqaires  a  good  heart  to  Htb  bo  near  it :  worthy  Maa> 
ter  Holdfortb,  the  afternoon's  lecturer  of  Saint  An- 
tonlin'a,  had  a  sore  fright  there  the  last  time  he  came 
to  visit  me."  „  ,  ^ 

"  Hold  thy  superstitioiis  tongne,"  answered  Vamey  { 
*'  and  while  thou  talk'st  of  vunting,  answer  me,  thou 
paltering  knave,  how  came  Treeeilian  to  be  at  the 
po8tem<^oor  V* 

"  Tressilian  I"  answered  Foster,  "  what  know  I  of 
TreesUian  7—1  never  heard  his  name." 

"  Why,  villain,  it  was  the  very  Cornish  chough,  to 
whom  old  Sir  Hugh  Robsart  destined  his  pretty  Amy, 
and  hither  the  hot>brained  fool  has  come  to  look  af- 
ter his  fair  runaway :  there  must  be  some  order  taken 
with  him,  for  he  thinks  he  hath  wrong,  and  is  not  the 
mean  hind  that  will  sit  down  with  it.  Luckily  he 
knows  not  of  my  lord,  but  thinks  he  has  only  me  to 
dc»l  with.  But  now,  m  the  fiend's  name,  came  he 
hither  r' 

"  Why.  with  BIGke  Lamboome,  an  you  must  know," 
answered  Foster. 

*'And  who  is  Mike  LamboumeT"  demanded  Var- 
ney.  "  By  Heaven !  thou  wert  best  set  up  a  bush  over 
thy  door,  and  invite  every  stroller  who  passes  by,  to 
■ee  what  thou  shouldst  keep  secret  even  from  the  sun 
and  air." 

"  Ay!  ay!  this  is  a  oourtlike  requital  of  my  service 
to  you,  Master  Richard  Vamey."  replied  Foster. 
*'  Didst  thou  not  charge  me  to  seek  out  for  thee  a  fel- 
low who  had  a  good  sword,  and  an  unscrupulous  con- 
sdenoe?  and  was  I  not  busying  myself  to  nhd  a  fit 
man— dtor,  thank  Heaven,  my  acquaintance  lies  not 
amongst  such  companions— when,  ss  Heaven  would 
have  It,  this  tall  fiulow,  who  is  in  all  his  qualities  the 
very  flashing  knave  thou  didst  wish,  came  hither  to 
fix  acquaintance  ui>on  me  in  the  plenitude  of  his  im- 
pudence, and  I  admitted  his  claim,  thinking  to  do  you 
a  pleasure — and  now  see  what  thanks  I  get  for  dis- 
gracing myself  br  converse  with  him !" 

*'  Aiid  did  heT'  said  Vamey,  **  being  such  a  fellow 
as  thyself  only  lacking,  I  suppose,  thy  present  humour 
of  hypocrisy,  which  lira  as  thin  over  thy  hard  rufiHanly 
heart  as  gold  lacquer  upon  rusty  iron— did  he^  I  say, 
bring  the  saintly,  sighinig  Treesuian  in  his  train  ?" 

"They  came  togeAer.  by  Heaven!"  said  Foster; 
" and  Tresailian— to  speak  Heaven's  tmth— obtained  a 
moment's  interview  with  our  pretty  moppet,  while  I 
was  talking  apart  with  Lamboume." 

"Impromdent  villain!  we  are  both  undone,"  said 
Varney.  "  She  has  of  late  been  casting  many  a  back- 
ward look  to  her  fother's  halls,  whenever  ner  lordly 
lover  leaves  her  alone.  Should  this  preaching  fool 
whistle  her  back  to  her  old  perch,  we  were  but  lost 
men." 

**No  lear  of  that,  my  master,"  replied  Anthony 
Foster :  "  she  is  in  no  mood  to  stoop  to  his  lure,  for 
idle  ^felled  out  on  seeing  him  as  if  an  adder  had  stung 

**That  is  good. — Canst  thou  not  get  from  thy  daugh- 
ter an  inkling  of  what  passed  between  them,  good 
Foster  1" 

"  I  tell  you  plain.  Master  Vamey,"  said  Foster,  "  my 
daughter  Bhall  not  enter  our  purposes,  or  walk  m  our 

Eaths.  They  may  suit  me  well  enough,  who  know 
ow  to  repent  of  my  misdoings :  but  I  will  not  have 
my  child's  soul  committed  to  peril  either  for  your  plea- 
sure or  my  lord's.  I  may  walk  among  snares  and  pit- 
frlls  myself;  because  I  have  discretion,  but  I  will  not 
trust  rne  poor  lamb  among  them." 

"  Why,  thou  suspicious  fool,  I  were  as  averse  as 
thou  art  that  thy  baby-faced  girl  should  enter  into  my 
plans,  or  walk  to  heQ  at  her  fiither's  elbow.  But  in- 
directly thou  mightst  gain  some  intelligence  of  her  7" 
"  And  so  I  did^  Master  Vamey,"  answered  Foster ; 
"  and  she  said  her  lady  called  out  upon  the  sicknrasof 
her  fother." 

"Good!"  replied  Vamey;  "that  is  a  hint  worth 
eatchmg,  and  I  will  work  upon  it  But  the  country 
must  be  rid  of  this  Tressilian— I  would  have  cumbem 
no, man  about  the  matter,  for  I  hate  him  like  strong 
pwson— his  presence  is  hemlock  to  me— and  this  day 
1  had  been  nd  of  him,  but  that  my  foot  slipped,  when, 
to  ■>*??*  ^^h,  had  not  thy  comrade  yonder  come  to 
my  aid,  end  heU  his  hand,  I  should  nave  known  by 
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this  time  whether  jrou  and  I  have  been 
path  to  heaven  or  neU." 

"  And  you  can  apeak  thus  of  such  a  liak !"  aaid 
Foster;  ^'  You  keep  a  stout  heart,  Master  Vamcv^ 
for  me,  if  I  did  not  hope  to  live  many  years,  ana  to 

[106.  I 


have  time  for  the  great  work  of  repentanoe, 
not  go  forward  with  you." 

"O !  thou  shah  live  as  long  as  MethnstdaJL"  said 
Vamey,  "  and  amass  as  much  wealth  aa  SoIoiDOii ; 
and  thou  shalt  repent  so  devoutly  that  thy  repeDtaaoe 
ahall  be  more  fomous  than  thy  villany,7-aDa  that  is 
a  bold  word.  But  for  all  tms,  Treaalian  moat  be 
looked  after.  Thy  raf&an  yonder  is  gone  to  dog  htm. 
It  concerns  our  fortunes,  Anthony." 

"  Ay.  ay,"  said  Foster,  suUenfy,  "  this  it  ia  to  be 
leagued  with  one  who  knows  not  even  so  much  of 
Scripture,  as  that  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire. 


"Risk  land 
answered  Vamey. 


n 


the  mighty  risk,  I  pray  jam  T 
"  This  fellow  will  come  prowi' 


I  miist,  flis  usual  take  all  the  trouble  and 
ind  what  is  _ 

.  hM 
again  about  your  demesne  or  into  your  houaa,  and  s 
you  take  him  for  a  house-breaker  or  a  park-breaker,  is 
It  not  most  naturalyou  should  welcome  him  with  ooU 
steel  or  hot  lead  7  Even  a  mastifi*  will  pull  down  thoae 
who  coma  near  his  kennel;  and  who  ahall  blame 
himr 
"  Ay,  I  have  a  mastifTs  work  and  a  mastiff's 


among  you,"  said  Foster.  "  Here  have  yoiL  Master 
Vamey,  secured  a  good  fiieehold  estate  out  or  tlua  old 
superstitious  foundation ;  and  I  have  but  a  poor  leaae 
of  this  mansion  under  you,  voidable  at  your  honour's 
pleasure." 

"Ay,  and  thou  wouklst  fain  convert  thy  leaae  boki 
into  a  copy-hold — the  thmg  may  chance  ta  haraan, 
Anthony  Foster,  if  thou  dost  good  service  fiN*  ii!— Bat 
softly,  good  Anthony— it  is  not  the  lending  a  room  or 
two  of  this  old  house  for  keeping  my  lord^s  pretty  pa- 
roquet—nay, it  is  not  the  shutting  thy  doors  and  win- 
dows to  keep  her  from  flying  ofiTthai  may  deserve  it. 
Remember,  the  manor  and  Uthea  are  ratea  at  the  dear 
annual  value  of  seventy-nine  pounds  five  shiUings  and 
fivepence  halfoenny.  Besides  the  value  of  the  wood. 
Come,  come,  tnou  must  be  consdonable ;  great  and  se- 
cret service  may  deserve  both  this  and  a  better  thing. — 
And  now  let  thy  knave  come  and  pluck  off  my  boots. 
— Qet  us  some  dinner,  and  a  cup  of  thy  beat  wine.— 
I  must  visit  this  mavis;  brave  in  apparel,  nnmflBrd  in 
aspect,  and  gay  in  temper." 

They  parted,  and  at  the  hour  of  noon,  which  waf 
then  that  of  dinner  they  again  met  at  their  meaL  Var- 
D^gayly  dressed  fike  a  courtier  of  the  time^  and  even 
Anthony  Foster  improved  in  appearance^  as  fiff  as 
dress  could  amend  an  exterior  so  unfavourable. 

This  alteratiop  did  not  escape  Vamey.  When  the 
vaeaX  was  finished,  the  cloth  removed,  and  they  were 
left  to  their  private  diaooiuse— "  Thou  art  gay  aa  a 

goklfinch,  Anthony,"  said  Vamey,  looking  at  his 
oet;  "  methinka  thou  wilt  whistle  a  jig  anon — but  I 
crave  your  pardon,  that  would  secure  voor  ejection 
from  the  congregation  of  the  zealous  ootchera,  the 
pure-hearted  weavers,  and  the  sanctified  bakers  of 
Abingdon,  who  let  their  ovens  cool  while  their  brains 
get  heated." 

"To  answer  you  in  the  spirit,  Master  Varney,"  said 
Foster,  "were— excuse  the  parable— to  ffing  sacred 
and  precious  things  before  swine.  So  I  wfll  speak  to 
thee  in  the  language  of  the  worid,  which  he,  who  is 
King  of  the  World,  hath  taught  thee  to  understand, 
and  to  profit  by  in  no  common  measure." 

"  Say  what  thou  wilt,  honeat  Tony;"  replied  Var- 
ney: "  for  be  it  acoordiiiff  to  thine  ahaurd  futh,  or  ae- 
conung  to  thy  most  vulanoua  practice,  it  cannot 
choose  but  be  rare  matter  to  qualify  thia  cup  of  Afi- 
cant  Thy  conversation  is  relishing  and  poignant,  and 
beats  caviare,  dried  neat's  tongue,  and  all  othm-  pro- 
vocatives that  give  savour  to  good  liquor." 

"  Well,  then,  tell  me,"  said  Anthony  Foster, "  is  not 
our  good  lord  and  master's  tnm  better  served,  and 
his  antechamber  more  suitably  filled,  with  deioeot. 
God-fearing  men,  who  will  work  his  will  and  their 
own  profit  quietly,  and  without  worldly  acandal,  than 
that  be  should  be  manned,  and  attended,  and  foOow- 
ed  by  such  open  debauchefs  and  ruffianly  swordsmen 
aa  'Tklealy,  aCiUigrew,  this  feUow  Lamboume,  whom 


IfENIL  WORTH. 
Mt  DM  to  Beak  out  for  yooi^nd  other  nch, 
tbe  pallowi  in  ihdr  faca  and  munlcr  in 
hano— ¥rho  are  a  terror  Is  pMceeble  men, 

. hUI  to  my  lord's  eerviceT' 

Oil,  oonleni  you.  Rood  Master  Anthony  Faster," 
-rered  Vamsy:  ''Re  tbai  flics  ai  al[  manner  of 
B  mint  keep  all  kinds  or  hawks,  both  short  Bnd 
lons-viaKod.  The  couth  my  lord  holds  is  no  easy  one. 

nuineri  to  moel  Rich  sort  of  service.   He  must  have 
hn  B»y  couniBr,  hke  myaelt  lo  mffle  it  in  the  pre- 

ijwkB  in  dispara^oraml  of  my  lord's  honour"— 

"Ay,"  said  PoBier,  "  and  to  whiaper  a  word  for  him 
inlo  ■  tail  lad/a  aai,  when  he  may  ooi  approach  hei 

"  Then,"  raid  VanKy,  eoing  on  wiiboul  appearing 
U  itotice  the  iDiemiptun.  Im  must  have  bis  lawyers 
-~6ee(t  aubtlepiqneen— to  draw  hi*  contracts,  hiapce- 
amtraclK  and  his  past-oaatracta,  and  lofind  the  way 
to  make  the  moat  of  grants  of  chitrth-lnnds,  and  eom- 
tanna,  and  licetwea  for  monopoly — .<nd  he  must  have 
phyaiciona  who  can  ^Hce  ■  cup  at  a  caudte— And  he 
moat  bava  hii  cabaliats,  like  Dee  and  Allan,  for  con- 
JDimlluptliedvTd— And  he  most  have  mfflingaworda- 
Bum,  who  wooM  figfal  the  devU  when  he  is  raised  and 
U  the  wildeel— And  above  alL  without  prejudice  ID 
otbsrs,  he  mnal  have  sttch  godly,  innocent,  puritanic 
•aula  as  thou,  honest  Anthony,  who  defy  Satan,  and 
lo  his  irotk  at  the  same  lime. 

"  Ymiwaild  not  say,  Hester  Vamey,"  said  Foster, 
"  that  our  good  lord  and  master,  whom  t  hold  to  be 
fiilAUed  in  all  noblenasa,  would  use  such  base  and 
■d£iI  means  to  riae,  as  thy  speech  pcnnts  elT' 
.  "Tuah,  man,"  said  Varney,  "never  look  at  me 
with  ao  Bad  a  brow— you  trap  me  not — nor  am  I  in 
TOOT  power,  as  your  weak  brain  may  unagine^  be- 
cause I  name  to  you  freely  the  engines,  the  eprinits, 
tbe  screwB,  ths  tackle,  and  braces,  by  which  prea' 


, , ....o,  becBiiae  they 

know  that  his  fall  wdl  overwhelm  nnd  crush  them, 
must  waser  both  blood  and  brain,  soul  and  body,  in 
Older  lo  keep  him  aloft ;  and  this  I  tetl  thss,  because 

"You  «)«k  tmth.  Master  Tamey,"  said  Anthony 
Foater;  ''ho  that  ia  h«ui  of  a  party,  ia  but  a  boat  on 
a  WBTIL  that  raises  not  itself;  but  is  moved  upward 
by  the  billow  which  it  (loats  upon." 

'"nrao  art  nwtaphoncal,  honest  Anthony,"  reptied 
Vamey  1  "tbat  velvet  doublet  hatb  mads  an  oracle 
of  lbe»— we  will  have  thee  to  Oxfoni  to  take  the  de- 
■nes  in  lbs  arts. — And,  in  the  meantime,  hast  chou 
ananvad  all  tbe  tnattsrs  which  were  sent  from  I'On- 
doo,  and  put  the  western  chambers  into  such  fashion 
as  may  answer  my  lord's  humour  1" 

"They  may  servo  a  king  on  his  bridal-day,"  said 
Anthony;  "andlpromisa  you  that  Dame  Amy  ails 
in  ihem  yonder,  as  proud  end  gay  as  if  she  were  the 
(tneenof  Sheba." 

"  "Tis  the  belief  good  Anthony,"  answered  Var- 
ney, "we  must  lound  onr  fiittire  fortunes  oa  her 

"We  btuld  on  sand  than."  said  Anthony  FoBler; 
"for  Buppoainfr  that  she  snila  away  to  court  m  all  her 
lord's  difcnitv  and  authority,  how  is  she  to  look  back 

ben  asaiaal  her  will,  keeiiiog  Iwr  a  cBierTiaiar  on  sn 
oU  iraU.  when  abe  would  &m  be  a  pamted  buHerlly 
ia  a  court  garden  1" 

"FeBrnolherdispleaBUre,mim,'  said  Vamey.  "I 
will  show  her  that  all  thou  hael  done  m  this  matter 

ice.  both  to  my  lord     ""'  ' """ 

-  ■' '  -'I  and  w— 

. ... ...ir greatness." 

"Look  10  Toursdf,  Master  Varney."  said  Foster, 
you  may  misreckon  foully  in  this  matter — She  ^vs 
Tcni  but  a  froaty  reccpiion  this  morning,  and,  I  thmk, 
looks  on  you,  as  well  as  me.  with  an  evil  eye." 

"  Vou  mistake  her,  Foster— you  mistake  her  utter- 
ly—To ma  she  is  bound  by  aJl  the  ties  which  can 
BKon  htr  to  one  who  baa  bsen  tbe  meana  of  Brali- 

aT 
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''^Tiatnia,"  he  said,  niddeidf  BUmauL  and  rMtmg 
his  right  hand,  on  the  table  at  which  they  had  been 
fltting,  '  this  base  churl  hath  fathomed  the  very  depth 
of  my  fear,  and  I  have  been  unable  to  disguise  it 
fiom  hun.— She  loves  me  not— I  would  it  were  as 
true  that  I  loved  not  her  1— Idiot  that  I  was,  to  move 
her  in  my  own  behalf^  when  wisdom  bade  me  be  a 
true  broker  to  my  lord!— And,  this  fatal  error  has 
placed  me  more  at  hor  discretion  than  a  wise  man 
would  willingly  be  at  that  of  the  best  piece  of  painted 
Eve's  flesh  of  them  alL  Since  the  hour  that  my 
policy  made  so  perilous  a  alb,  I  cannot  look  at  her 
without  fear,  and  hate,  and  fondness,  so  strangely 
minjsled  that  I  know  not  whether,  were  it  at<my 
choice,  1  would  rather  possess  or  ruin  her.  But  Mb 
must  not  leave  this  retreat  until  I  am  assured  on 
what  terms  we  are  to  stand.  My  lord's  interest— and 
so  far  it  is  mine  own— for  if  he  sinks,  I  fall  in  his 
train— demands  concealment  of  this  obscure  mar- 
riage—and besides  I  will  not  lend  her  my  arm  to 
climb  to  her  chair  of  stata  that  she  may  set  her  foot 
on  my  neck  when  she  is  uirly  seated.  I  must  work 
an  interest  in  her,  either  through  love  or  through  fear 
—and  who  knows  but  I  may  yet  reap  the  sweetest 
and  best  revenge  for  her  former  scorn  7— that  were 
indeed  a  masterpiece  of  court-like  art !— Let  me  but 
once  be  her  counsel-keeper— let  her  confide  to  me  a 
secret,  did  it  but  concern  the  robbery  of  a  !innet*s 
nest,  and,  fair  Countess^  thou  art  mine  own  f  He 
again  paced  the  room  m  silence,  stopped,  filled  and 
drank  a  am  of  wine,  as  if  to  compose  the  agitation 
of  his  mind ;  and  muttering,  "  Now  for  a  close  heart, 
and  an  open  and  unrofflea  orow,"  he  left  the  apart- 
ment. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

TtM  daws  of  Munmer  irifht  did  fltU, 

The  laooa,  tweet  recent  of  tlie  fky, 
BUvered  the  walls  of  Camnor  Hall, 

And  maor  an  oak  that  grew  tbaiebjr.* 

Foum  apartments,  which  occupied  the  western  side 
of  the  old  quadrangle  at  Cumnor-Place,  had  been 
fitted  up  with  extraordinary  qplendour.  This  had 
been  the  worii  of  seveial  days  prior  to  that  on  which 
our  story  opened.  Workmen  sent  fh>m  London,  and 
not  permitted  to  leave  the  premisee  until  the  work 
was  finished,  had  convertea  the  apartments  in  that 
skie  of  the  building,  fronr  the  dilapidated  appearance 
of  a  dissolved  monastic  house,  into  the  semolance  of 
a  royal  palace.  A  mystery  was  observed  in  all  these 
arruiKements :  the  workmen  came  thither  and  re- 
turned by  night,  and  all  measures  were  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  prying;  cmiosity  of  the  villagers  from  ob- 
serving or  speculating  upon  the  changes  which  were 
taking  place  in  the  mansion  of  their  once  indigent, 
but  now  wealthy  neighbour,  Anthony  Foster.  Ac- 
dbrdinghr^  the  secrecy  desired  was  so  far  preserved, 
that  nothing  got  abroad  but  vague  and  uncertain  re- 
ports, which  were  received  and  repeated,  but  without 
much  credit  being  attached  to  them. 

On  the  evening  of  which  we  treat,  the  new  and 
highly  decorated  suite  of  rooms  werk  for  the  first 
time,  illuminated,  and  that  with  a  brilliancy  which 
might  have  been  visible  half-a-doxen  miles  off,  had 
not  oaken  shutters,  carefully  secured  ¥rith  bolt  and 
padlock,  and  mantled  with  long  curtains  of  silk  and 
of  velvet,  deeply  fringed  with  gold,  prevented  the 
slightest  gleam  of  radiance  from  oeing  seen  without. 

The  pnncipal  apartments,  as  we  have  seen,  were 
four  in  number,  each  opening  into  the  other.  Access 
was  given  to  them  by  a  large  scale  staircase,  as  they 
were  then  cidled,  of  unusual  length  and  hdght, 
which  had  its  landing-place  at  the  door  of  an  ante- 
chamber, shaped  somewhat  like  a  gallery.  This 
apartment  the  Abbot  had  used  as  an  occasional  coun- 
cil-room, but  it  was  now  beautifiilly  wainscoted  with 
dark  forcagn  wood  of  a  orown  colour,  and  bearing  a 
high  polish,  said  to  have  been  broufidit  from  the 
Western  Indies,  and  to  have  been  wrou^t  in  London 
iinth  infinite  difficulty,  and  much  damage  to  the  tools 
of  the  workmen.    Tne  dark  colour  of  this  finUhing 

t  of  the  ballad  alraadj  q«o- 


•  This 


is  the 


Isd.  w  what  mffgaitwl  the  novel 


was  relieved  by  ihe  number  of  lights  m  ailTar  aooBees^ 
which  hung  agi^nst  the  walls,  and  by  six  lar^e  mai 
richly-firamed  pictures,  by  the  first  masters  of  the 
age.  A  massy  oaken  table,  placed  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  apartment,  served  to  accommodate  snch  as 
chose  to  play  at  the  then  fashionable  game  of  ahovd- 
board ;  and  there  was  at  the  other  end.  an  elevated 
gallery  for  the  musicians  or  minstrels^  who  might  be 
summoned  to  increase  the  festivity  of  the  eveorag. 

From  this  antechamber  opened  a  bantpietiiig  room 
of  moderate  size,  but  brilliant  enough  to  dazde  the 
eyes  of  the  spectator  with  the  richneas  of  its  fomhuiv. 
The  walls,  lately  so  bare  and  ghastly,  were  now 
clothed,  with  hangings  of  sky-blue  velvet  and  silver ; 
the  chairs  were  ofebony,  richly  carved,  with  cushions 
corresponding  to  the  hangings ;  and  the  place  of  the 
silver  sconces  which  enliightened  the  antechamber, 
was  supplied  by  a  huge  chandelier  of  the  samepredoua 
metal.  The  noor  was  covered  with  a  Spanish  foot- 
doth,  or  carpet,  on  which  flowers  and  fruits  were  repre- 
sented in  such  glowing  and  natural  colours,  that  yoa 
hesitated  to  place  the  foot  on  such  exqiuisite  workman- 
ship. Th6  table,  of  old  English  oak,  stood  readi 
covered  with  the  finest  Hnen,  and  a  large 
court-Clipboard  was  placed  with  the  leaves  of  its  ___ 
bossed  rolding-doors  displayed,  showing  the  shelves 
within,  decorated  with  a  lull  display  of  plate  and 
porcelain.  In  the  midst  of  the  table  stood  a  salt- 
cellar of  Italian  workmanship— a  beautiful  and  splen- 
did piece  of  plate  about  two  liBet  high,  moulded  into  ■ 
repreaentation  of  the  giant  Briareos,  whose  hundred 
hands  of  silver  presented  to  the  guest  varioiss  sorts 
of  spices,,  or  condiments,  to  season  their  food  withal. 

The  tmrd  apartment  was  called  the  withdrawing- 
room.  It  was  hung  with  the  finest  tapestry,  rn>re- 
senting  the  fidl  of  rhaeton;  for  the  looms  of  Ffmn- 
ders  were  now  much  occupied  on  claasical  subjects. 
The  principal  seat  of  this  apartment  was  a  chair  of 
state,  raised  a  step  or  two  from  the  4k>or,  and  large 
enough  to  contain  two  persons.  It  was  surmounted 
by  a  canopy,  which,  as  well  as  the  cushions,  side- 
curtains,  ana  the  very  foot-doth,  was  compoaed  ci 
crimson  velvet,  embroidered  with  seed-pearL  Ob 
the  top  of  the  canopy  were  two  coroneta,  resembling 
those  of  an  earl  and  countess.  Stools  covered  with 
velvet,  and  some  cushions  (finwsed  in  the  Moorwb 
fashion,  and  ornamented  with  Arabeique  needle- 
work, suppUed  the  place  of  chairs  in  this  apartment, 
which  contained  musical  instruments,  embroidery 
frames,  and  other  articles  for  ladies'  pastime.  Bendes 
lesser  lights,  the  withdrawing-room  was  illuminated 
by  four  tall  torches  of  virgin  wax,  each  of  which  was 
placed  in  the  grasp  of  a  statue,  representing  an 
armed  Moor,  who  held  in  his  left  arm  a  round  buck- 
ler of  silver,  hidbly  poUriied,  interposed  betwixt  his 
breast  and  the  light,  which  was  thus  brilliantly  re- 
flected as  from  a  crystal  mirror. 

The  sleeping  chamber  belonging  to  this  splendid 
suite  of  apartments,  was  decorated  in  a  taste  less 
riiowy,  but  not  less  rick  than  had  been  displayed  m 
tee  others.  Two  silver  lamps,  fiod  with  perfumed  oil, 
dimised  at  once  a  ddidous  odotir  andfa  tremblini^ 
twilight-seeming  shimmer  through  the  quiet  apart- 
ment It  was  carpeted  so  thi<^that  the  heavisst 
step  could  not  have  been  heard,  and  the  bed,  ThMy 
heaped  with  down,  was  spread  with  an  ample  cover- 
let of  ailk  and  gold :  fiom  under  which  peeped  forth 
cambric  sheets,  ana  blankets  aa  wlute  as  the  lambs 
which  yidded  the  fleece  that  made  them,  llie  cur- 
tains were  of  blue  vdvet,  lined  with  crimson  silk, 
deeply  festooned  with  gold,  and  embroidered  with  the 
loves  of  Cupid  and  Psyche.  On  the  toilet  was  a 
beautiful  Venetian  mirror,  in  a  frame  of  silver  fUigree^ 
and  beside  it  stood  a  gold  posset-dish  to  contain  taa 
night-draught.  A  pair  of  pistols  and  a  dagger, 
mounted  with  gold,  were  displayed  near  the  head  of 
the  bed,  being  the  arms  for  the  night,  which  ' 
presented  to  honoured  guests,  rather,  it  may  be 
posed,  in  the  way  of  ceremony,  than  trom  any 
prehension  of  danger.  We  must  not  omit  to  mantioii, 
what  was  more  to  the  credit  of  the  mannera  of  dM 
time,  that  in  a  small  recess,  illuminated  by  a  taper, 
were  disposed  two  hassocks  of  velvet  and  gold,  cor- 
responding with  the  bed  fiimitaiek  before  a  derii  of 
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■imI  Mnrowftil  fbr  mjr  worthI«»  mite!— Bui  I  wUl 

aoon  cheer  him— iha  news  of  my  happmcss  and  ad- 
Tsncemenl  will  mtke  him  voiing  again.— And  thai  I 
may  cheer  him  the  Booner,"—sUe  wiped  h"  o)C8  sa 
■he  spoke—"  I   muii  be,  cheerful  niystlf— My  lord 
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long  an  abaence. — oc  mcrry^  jAnet,— inc  luxn 
ira  on,  and  my  lord  musf  Boon  arrive.— Call  th] 
ler  hilfier,  and  call  Varnsy  also-I  cherish  rcsenl 
It  against  neither:  and  though  I  may  have  som. 


&ult  If  ever  a  complain  t  a^nst  lli 
through  my  means. — Ca 
Jan«t  li^slcr  obeyed 


through  my  means.— Caff  tiienj  hither,  Jan 

Janet  f^slcr  obeyed  her  mislreBS;  ana  in  b  le 
mjnutes  after.  Vamey  entered  Iho  withdmwuia-roo 


With  the  graceful  ease  and  uncleiided  froi..  _. 
coinplishcti  coutliet,  skilled,  under  the  ved  uf  ej 

traleiboseofoihers.  Anthony  Fosii 


Shadl 

Slendidly  al 
theiiiii-  ■ 


™pM0 


le  looked  on  1 
1  BO  severe  a  < 


Ilit^.anf 
Precisions' "Tha  blundering  reverence  wnicn  nemaae, 
rather  al  than  lo  the  Coiuiuaa,  had  contcsBion  in  li- 
lt was  hke  the  reverence  which  the  criminal  makes 
to  the  judge,  when  he  at  once  owns  his  guilt  and  Im- 

dent  and  embarraBsed 


vhen  bI 


;nl,  whUe  Richard  Vamey,  with  aiiro- 

le  coLUieiy.  look  the  loweal  Mool  ha 
d  placing  il  by  the  side  of  th*  pila  of 
hich  the  countess  had  now  again  »e*l- 
wiih  his  eyes  for  a  lime  Gxed  on  iha 
.  profound  Bdence. 
MaBler  Vainey, " 


li  likfly  I 


from  my  lord  and  huaband ;  so  at  least  I  undetetoal 
Master  Foster,  and  iherelbre  I  remuied  my  waidiig- 
mauL  If  1  am  mistaken,  1  will  recall  her  lo  mr 
side  :  for  her  needle  la  not  bo  absolutely  pctfeclinieat 
__i ..L  '-  -  iKiiai  myHjperinleiMtence  i««d- 


Bible." 
"  Lady," 


m'^ed.  Tad  m 


nantr  tr 


>r  from  my  noble  huib 
..r—  Jiia  haaiy  ibproach." 
madam,"  replied  Vamey,  " 


k: 


afaul  , 


__in'j::i 

The  CouDiesB  greeted  him  Indeed  with 
■nceof  cordiahiy,  which  seemed  a  comph 

TOBe  from  hei  seat,  and  advanced  two  bIi 
him,  holding  forth  her  hand  aa  she  aai 
Richard  Varney,  you  hroURht  me  this  mc 

me  neglect  niy  lord  and  huBbanif  s 


I  and  joy  made 
iHXiia^'m 


ii  and  slender  fin- 


not  take  dignity  on 

"that  in  doing  the 
id,  inyourrestiaini 
d  your  displeasure, 
. .  arda  your  lord  end 
Baith,  hath  given  the 


BiitW  brief,  for  I  ^ ,  _, 

"Briefly,  then,    madam,"  replied  Vamey,   "and 
boldly,  for  my  argument  rettuitea  both  haals  and 
courage — You  have  this  day  seen  Treasilian  7" 
"I  have,  ait,  and  whaiof  that  1"  answered  ifaelady, 

"Nuthinp  ihal  concema  me,  lady,"  Vaniey  icplied 
with  humility.  "  Hut,  ihink  you,  honoured  madami 
that  your  lord  vrill  hear  it  with  equal  equaniioily  T" 

TreBsilian'a  tIbIi  cmbarraaaing  and  paioftll,  toi  he 

^'iff  youTflihe^s'ifi^B,  m^am  I"  lowered  Var- 
ney. It  muai  have  been  sudden  then — Tery  sadden; 
for  the  mesgenger  whom  I  de^alehed,  at  my  toid'a 
inaiDnce,  found  ihe  good  knight  on  theouBiiiu!  Mi, 
cheerng  hia  benglea  with  his  wonted  io^ial  field- 
cry.  I  misL  Tresailian  has  hut  forged  this  news— Ho 
hath  his  reasons,  madam,  ss  you  weU  know,  (or  dis- 
quieting your  present  happiness." 

"  You  do  him  injustice,  Meater  Vam«," 

Counteaa  with  animation. — "You  do  bun 

justice.  He  is  (he  freest,  the  tnoet  opan,  Ibe  mott 
gentle  heart  that  breathes.  My  honourable  lord  ever 
excepted,  I  know  not  one  to  whom  falsehood  is  mora 
odJoua  than  to  Tresailmn." 

"I  crave  your  panJon.  madam,"  said  Tamty,  "I 
meant  the  gentleman  no  injustice— I  knew  not  bo« 
nearly  his  cauao  atTected  you.  A  man  may.  In  soiiis 
circumetanccB,  disguise  the  truth  for  fair  and  hontst 
ipoken,  and  upon 


"Ay,  lad^"  said  Foau 


ne  thing  like  it.' 


!ideliiy  which  acctuded  n 
jniil  iney  had  aaaumed  a 


minci  forHcBTi 

Master  Foeler," ...^ 

not  but  excuse  the  rigid  lidell 
ftom  these  aparli ' 

an<f  thi. . .._.  ._ 

absolutely  neceaanry,  I  leave  you  till  my  lord's  airi- 
T*l  with  good  MsHter  Richard  Varney,  who.  as  I 
Qunk,  hath  somewhat  to  say  to  you  from  your  moat 
noble  lord  and  husband.- Janet,  follow  me  la  see 
that  alt  be  in  order." 

"No.  Master  Foater,"  said  ihaCounleBB,  "wo  will 
your  daughter  rorasina  here  in  our  apanmenli  oulof 
ear- Bhoi.  however,  in  case  Varney  hath  ought  to  aay 


■r  Vamw,"  replied  the 


"Y. 

fof'fhaVc 
than  thou. 


:aB10ns,  this  were  no  world  Ic 

tic  Counleas,  "and  your  verecily  will  not,  I 
inlerrupt  yourpreferment  in  the  world,  such  aa 
But  toiichrngtressilian- 1  must  do  him  justice, 

h —  J — I, .. ,  knows  betla 

of  oihet  rnouU 
LOt  that  wbidi 
,  and  honour] 


—  ine  world  thou  speakesi  of  has  r 
could  bribe  him  from  the  way  of  iruih 
and  for  living  in  ii  with  a  soiled  fame,  th 

as  soon  seek  lo  lodge  in  the  den  of  lh .. 

~  ly  father  loved  him— For  this  I  would  haw 


nonouri 
lewouU 


ived  him — if  I  could — And  y. 


thai  Ihy^lter 


lowing  alike  of  my  mar- 

iniiei  such  powernil  rea- 

;  from  this  place,  that  I  <mll 
I  uch  of  my  ftlher's  lodispoBlion, 

FY,  madajn,"  aiiawered  Vameyi 

I  bo  hitlden  with  a  veil,  wen  it 
Le.    But  you  mtisi  think  lowet 


of  my  head  and  hean,  man  is  one  i 

noble  lord  deigns  to  call  hia  fnend,  if  you  sui^iai 

could  nrilflillyandtmnecesBaiily — ' '- 

ship  a  falsehood,  so "  '  - 


«asaiUy  nalm  unon  your  lady 
n  ip  be  detected,  in  ■  matia 


EENILWOBT^ 

'  I  know    mjwdt  em 

you  a  fjiilh^    r^niumimh 

which  be  has  spruil    i 


and  wilh  n 


■he  thouxht  Hich,  in 
fore  ihe  depaadabl  i 


and  coofidaiit  of  bar  noble  hi 


1-No, 
wholi 


"Your  judgment,  mailani,  Mid  Vsmey,  "lelar  mi- 
p«nar  to  mine,  eBpedally  u  yoa  may,  tf  yon  wilLprors 
■'-?  ice  before  you  sitp  on  it,  by  menuuniag  TYeHi- 
Q  snuns  lomy  loni,  and  observing  haw  be  endurei 
For  Foaiet  and  hiaitiendant,  (hey  know  nolTrai- 
..aii  by  aighl,  aod  I  can  eaiilji  give  them  Borne  rea- 
sonable excuse  for  the  appearaoce  of  an  anluuwn 


"lammnto,  madam,"  uuweredTanicv;  aitd  aa 
I  haTs  no  reason  to  giiere  lor  Tresailian,  who  would 
hava  my  heart's  blood  were  he  abt«  I  abatl  nooncile 


k  diBclaaure  of  hk  havioc 


be  likely 

"  Nay,  if  1  could  think  myself 
ban's  njio,"  ssid  (he  Countess,-'' 

lo  be  aif^nL^Aod 


s,  I  mlshl  b 

'  I  will  tell  the'W 
pleuliDg  r 


ansed  lor  an  instaiil,  and  iben  replied, 
il  be  indeed  true  Ihal  Foam  knows  not 
le  man  he  aaw  was  Treaailiaii,  I  own  I 
ig  be  should  team  what  nowiae  cancsma 
n  himaeir  alnady  with  onalerity  enough, 
im  ool  lo  be  judge  or  priTy-conneUlar  in 

laid  Varney,  "  wbai  has  the  surly  groom 
_.  .  ...  jurlodyshipsconcoma?— No  more,  sure- 
than  ihe  ban-dog  which  wauJiea  his  courl-yaid. 
ha  is  in  aucbt  disiuiefu]  to  yoor  ladyahip,  1  bsTs 
erest  enou^  to  hue  him  exchanged  Ibr  a  sene*- 
al  thai  ihaU  be  more  ureeable  to  you," 
"  Master  Taniei^"  aaMTlhe  Connleaa,  "  let  db  dri^ 
(his  (heme— when  I  complain  of  the  attnftianiB  whom 


.,, Btiil  placing  bjms^f  in  her  way^ 

what  I  faaTs  spoken  in  humble  duly  snd 
"1  hope  that 
I  my  pr^- 


my  lord  baa  placed  around  ma,  it  most  be  to  my  lord 
hiniadfl~Han(!  I  hear  ihe  tramplmg  of  hone— Ha 
I  he  comes  I"  she  aiclumed,  jomping  up  in 

cannot  think  it  il  he^"  said  Vamey ;  "or  that 

I'ou  can  hear  the  treadof  his  horse  tbrou0]  the  lA 
y  mantled  ess " 

ney,  noxiously, 

idrice  will 
-1  implore-'  " 
-.jntant   the 

CoUDleas,  "and ._,    ._.      , ._ ._ 

detain  me— Content  thyself  1  ihiok  not  of  ihea." 

At  Ibis  momsDl  the  folding-doon  flaw  wide  opan, 
and  a  man  of  maieatic  mien,  muSed  in  the&ldaor* 
loDg  dark  liding-ctoik,  «■■ — ■■  ■' -■ 


CHAPTER  Vri. 


Tamey  speriioacily;  butil  waaaichangedi^Bn  ei- 
preanon  of  the  puieal  toy  and  anection,  ae  she  threw 
neraelf  into  the  annsoFute  noble  stranger  who  enter- 
ed, and  claspinKhim  to  ber  boaom,  exclaimed,  "At 
length— si  length  than  art  comet" 

Vamer  dwcreetly  withdrew  as  hia  lord  entered,  and 
Janei  wii  aboul  to  do  the  same,  when  her  nustnas 
signed  lo  bar  to  remain.  She  look  he>  plane  at  Ih* 
briber  and  of  the  apartnwQU  and  eonunnad  Btandiaft 
a*  if  teadr  for  attendance. 

Heanwhila  the  BarU  for  he  waa  of  DO 
relumed  hie  lady's  cans*  wilh  the  moa 
ardour,  but  aflbcted  lo  raaut  when  ahe  el 
hia  cloak  from  him, 

■■  Nay."  aha  said,  "  bat  I  will  at 


•M  if  yoD  hira  blM  yoDl'  word  to  ins,  ind  ooma  u 
Ibe  gnM  Eait  mMi  cul  tbee,  *Dd  nM  u  hcrelofon 
Ob  ■  privau  eaTklier." 

"  nion  on  lika  ihe  nM  of  tbe  wond,  Amr,"  said 
tb«  EuL  (ufleriDg  her  lo  prerul  in  ibe  playtdl  con- 
NM I  "  tlM  Jeweu,  uid  latthm,  md  nlk,  tn  mora 
10  Uum  inui  the  mui  nhom  tfam  idaRi — muijr  a 
poor  blade  look*  gajr  in  a  nlTet  •cabbud." 

"ButSd  oaooinun  aar  of  ibae,  thoa  noble  Ban, 
aaid  bta  iady,  aa  the  cloak  dropped  on  the  floor,  and 
■hawed  hiin  dieaaad  aiprinoaa  inua  ther  tide  abroad ; 
"ihou  att  the  good  and  wall-nried  ataeL  whoee  inly 
worth  deeervefc  yel  diadaina,itaoatwardomameDlB. 
Do  not  think  Amy  can  lovs  thae  better  in  thia  glori- 
ooa  saib,  than  ahe  did  when  die  Dave  her  heut  lo 
him  who  wote  the  nuaet-brown  cloak  in  the  woods 
ofpBTon." 

And  thou  loo,"  Mid  the  Ear),  aa  graeeMly  and 
m^featicallr  he  led  liii  boaulifu]  eounlen  loinida  the 
chair  of  alaU  which  woa  prepared  for  them  both,— 
"  thou  loo,  mr  love,  haat  donned  a  ditaa  which  be- 
comea  Ihyrank,  thonah  it  cannol  improve  Ihy beauty, 
"^^tlhink'et  thouofo ""' 

.  .je  lady  eaal  a  rida* 
tor  aa  ther  paaaad  it  I 

how  it  i^  but  1  think , , , 

kxA  at  tbs  leflection  of  thine.  Sil  tbon  there,"  ahe 
aaid,  ai  th>r  ajiimBcbed  the  ohair  of  stale,  "like  a 
thins  for  men  la  worahip  and  to  wonder  ai. 

"Ay,  lov^"  aaid  tbe  Karl,  "  if  thoa  wilt  ahare  my 
■ute  with  nut." 

"Not  (o,"  eaid  iheCounteHi  "I  will  at  on  ibia 
footilool  at  Ihy  feel,  that  I  may  (pell  over  thy  aplen- 
dour,  and  lesni,  (br  the  fini  limJa,  how  pKncee  arc 

And  with  a  childiah  wonder,  which  her  youlh  and 
nutio  edoearion  rendered  not  only  excusable  but  be- 
oomins,  mixed  aa  ii  was  with  a  delicate  abow  of  the 
most  tender  conjugal  affection,  ahe  examined  and 
admired  from  head  to  fool  the  noble  form  and  piince- 
ly  attire  of  him,  who  farmed  the  proudeel  ornament 
W  the  taat  of  Bn^and'a  Muden  Queen,  reitowned 


KENILWORTH.  (Cb*p.  Vn. 

"  And  ia  thia  an  Ordtr  bekinsins  la  tbe  anmi  Uns 
of  SpainT'  aaid  the  Countess.  ^Alul  my  noUe 
lord,  ihsl  you  will  defile  tout  noble  Ivn^iah  liiiisal 
by  bearinft  such  an  emblem !  Bethink  yon  €if  the 
most  unhappy  Queen  Mary's  days,  when  thia  anat 
Philip  held  sway  with  her  in  Rngland.  and  at  tbe 
piles  which  were  bnilt  br  oar  nobleit,  aitd  our  wiaMt, 
and  oar  moat  tndy  aaitcdfled  prelates  and  divjnes — 
And  will  20U,  whom  men  call  the  atandard-beaier  of 


iS^_ 

emUem  and  mark 

^O,  content  yoa,  my  tore,"  anawered  the  Eail: 
"  we  who  Qiread  our  sails  lo  galea  of  court  taTov, 
cannot  always  display  Ihe  ensigns  we  lore  the  bea^ 
~'  It  all  timaa  rsAiae  Bailing  under  colonia  wbidi  w« 
I  not.    Believe  me,  I  am  not  the  leas  good  Prom- 
it,  that  foe  policy  I  muat  accqit  the  honoar  (And 
......  by  Spain,  in  admildiu  xike  to  thia  his  hiriiit 

order  of  kmghlhood.  Beaidei,  il  belongs  propeily  to 
Plandera;  and  Efimonl,  Orange,  and  otban^  ba>« 
plide  in  anf  Inn  il  duplaysd  on  an  EIngliab  boHMn." 

"  Nay,  mr  lord,  you  know  jour  own  path  beat," 
replied  the  Counleaa.—"  And  lElB  other  collar,  to  whal 
coimtiTdaes  this  (airjewd  bdons7" 

"To  a  very  poor  one,  my  love,"  rrvlied  ihe  Bail; 
"  this  ia  the  Order  of  SsinI  Andrew,  revived  by  lb* 
laat  James  of  Soalland.  It  was  bestowed  on  ma 
when  il  waa  ibought  the  young  widow  of  Piaooc 
vould  gladly  have  wedded  an  Endish 
free,  coronet  of  Kngland  ia  wonli  ■ 

boga  of  the 


„ onial  held  at  the  hun 

and  onning  only  tbs  poor  rodu 

The  Counieaa  paused,  ■■  if  what  the  Earl  laat  said 
~  ^  exdled   some  poinfiil  but  intereBting  tj 

(hi;  and,  a»  ■!■ ■" ■— '  -' —  "-- 

proceeded, 

you  have  seen  v< 
aa  aceords  with 
andcoroneuare 

"Well,  then,"   a 

wish  haa,  aa  usnal,  even  rise  to 

"And  what  is  il  tliou  canst  ask  that  1  candeoiyT' 
said  the  food  husband. 

"  I  wished  to  see  my  Earl  viiit  thia  obanin  sod 
secret  bower,"  said  the  Couoleas,  "in  all  hispnncs^ 
Brray  i  and  now,  melhinks,  I  long  lo  sil  in  one  of  lua 


thouKhl ;  and,  as  she  atill  renuuaed  silenl,  her  hna- 
bsna  proceeded, 
"  '    '           toveliesl.  your  wiah  is  eratJSed,  and 
'  'n  such  of  Ele  trim  uray 


"Bui  shall  I,"  said  the  lady,  "go  with  you  to  ooe 
□f  your  cast  leg,  to  see  how  Ihe  riehnesa  of  nHirdinll- 
ing  will  correspond  with  voarpeaaanl  habit  7^' 

Why,  Amy,"  said  theEari,  hxdung  around,  "an 
not  theae  apartment*  decora  tad  with  sufflciatt  aptan- 
dourl  I  nve  the  moat  luibounded  order,  ud,  ma- 
Ihinka,  it  naa  been  iiuUflenntly  well  obeyed  Iml  if 
thou  canal  tell  me  ai^t  whieh  nmains  to  ba  dooa, 
I  wDl  instantly  nve  lurectian." 

"Nay,  mr  Ibid,  now  you  nK>ek  m^"  nt>lisd  Ibe 
ConntesBi  the  giyety  of  thia  rich  lodgiiiiiexeaeds  oiy 
imapnation  asnnich  asildoeamydaawt.  Bntabu 
not  yam'  wife,  my  love— at  leaal  one  day  aoaa  bs 
■urroniided  with  the  honour,  which  atiaea  ndlber 
froni  Ihe  toQa  of  the  mechanic  who  decks  her  apait- 
■nent,  nor  fiom  the  nlks  and  jewels  with  which  year 
gencTaaty  adorna  her,  but  which  is  attached  to  h« 
place  aniang  the  maOanage,  aa  (he  avowed  wile  of 
Snghnd's  noblsat  Earl  T' 

'H^B  day?"  said  her  husband,— "Tea,  Amy,  my 
love,  one  day  thia  shall  surely  happen ;  and,  bebese 
me.  thou  canal  not  wish  for  that  day  inon  fondy 
than  L  With  what  rapture  could  I  relin  from  la- 
bmm  of  stale,  and  cares  and  toils  of  ambiliDD,  lo 
spend  my  life  in  dignity  and  honouion  my  own  broad 
domsina,  with  thee,  my  lovely  Amy,  for  my  friend  and 
companion  I  But,  Amy,  this  cannot  yel  be  ^  and 
these  dear  but  stolen  iaterviewB,  are  all  I  can  give  te 
the  loveliest  and  the  boat  belored  of  her  sex." 

"BulwAjrcanilnot  be?"  urged  Ibe  riiiiiilsaa.  in 


KENILWOBTH. 


CBMILWORTB, 


[Chat.  VD 
>  mdanchaty  tnt  firm  aocon.   I 


"Foi  sll  iliat,  VBtney,"  replied  hii  nmiiter,  "I  im  '  "I  am  glad  ihou  an  gnne,"  ihonglii  VoTner,  "«, 
■woU-nigh  resolYod  they  shalllnnd  me  lo  the  court  no,  praclixd  a>  I  am  in  the  fclB™  of  msnkind,  1  hal 
longet.    What  p»n  hrlhet  aerrice  and  higher  taiour    lauBhed  in  the  very  face  of  thee  t    Thou  mayst  tiie 

bBve  nlrcndy  aecurcd  7— Wlial  brou«hI  mi  father  to  i  painted  Etp's  flesh  iheif,  I  wil  not  be  thy  hrndfi- 


nthei 


„...  mTfathL.  „    ^ —  ... _ 

.*  could  not  buimd  his  wiahcs  ]  Knee.  But  of  Au\e  old  badble,  ....^.u^..,  .^..u  ~.j 
BOn  1—1  liove,Te  know,  had  mine  ■  not  tire,  for  as  von  rlitnb  the  hiU,  my  lord,  you  mm 
line  own  »c*peB  I  lam  well-nigh  i  drag  Richard  Vsniey  np  mib  you-,  and  if  he  o 
e  sea  no  farther,  bni  ail  me  down  i  utge  yon  lo  the  Barcnt  he  nicaoB  to  proSt  by,  belici 
■"  .    I  me  hewiltqiaTp  neither  whip  nor  spur.— And  Ihr  joi 


'•!i 


nuw  mean  you  by  that,  Vimey  T"  aaid  the  Rail, 

"Nay,  my  lord,"  aaid  Vamey,  "be  not  angij  ^  . 

OK.    If  your  lonUhip  is  happy  in  n  lady  so   rarely  ;  i 

torelf.lhBt  in  order  to  enjoy  her  compsny  with 

— "— freedom,  yoi '" — ~ 


la  have  hitherto  jfrai  fr 
\Y  be  auffcrerf    "" 


•tlh  nil 
ith  placed 


S'Vot 


._.;3: „ _ 

in  a  poor  Eeniienian  in  (he  rank  betiiiinB  the  hii 
Bee  hehaS held  in  your  loHahip's  family." 
"  Vflf  yoQ  seem  diaeonteDted  when  I  pnnKHie  tbroi 
dangerona  game,  which  may  end  in  the  ni 


lylo'Jd 


:i?s5 


. Vamryi  "nitelyl  haye  no  cauM 

lordship's  retreall-^lt  willootbeRich- 


and  the  ridtcuJe  ot  the  cotni,  when  the  statelieai  fa- 
bric thai  erer  was  founded  upon  a  prince's  faTonr 
meluaway  likeamoroingfrosi-wDrk.— I  would  only 


ill  iQcarthe  diapleai 

i  upon  a  prince's  farotii 

, „  frost-work  .—I  would  only 

bay*  you  yourself  be  asBured,  my  lord,  ere  yon  lake 
a  atep  which  cannot  be  retracted,  that  you  consult 
yoot  lama  and  happincAS  in  the  course  you  propose," 

"  Speak  on,  then,  Taniey,"  said  the  Earli  I  lell 
tb«  I  have  determined  nothing,  and  will  wdgh  all 
consideTations  on  either  aide." 

"Well,  then,  my  lord,"  rephed  Vamey,  "we  will 
aoppose  the  itni  laken,  the  frown  (rowneil,  the  laugh 


vrewill  say,  to  someoneof  your  most  disti 
•o  far  from  court  thai  you  hear  neither  ih< 
your  friendi,  nor  the  Blee  of  your  encmiei 
■uppoae,  loo,  that  your  suci 
fied  (a  lliing  grealfy  to  be 


Welrtll 


_..„ „ tm 

•a  long  kept  the  sun  from  him,  and  thai  he  does  not 
BMbt  upon  tearing  you  up  by  the  roots.  Well  i  (he 
U(«  prime  favonnte  of  England,  who  wielded  her 
KBieral'i  ■tall  and  controlled  her  parliaments,  is  now 
a  rural  baron,  hnnling,  hawking,  drinking  fal  ata 
with  cQunlry  eHjuirea,  and  mustering  his  men  at  the 
command  of  the  High  SheiifT" 

"  Vamey,  fhrbearT  said  the  Earl. 

"Nay,  my  lord,  yoQ  must  give  me  leave  to  conclude 
my  picture. — Susaei  governs  England— the  Queen's 
health  fails— the  succeaaion  la  to  he  sellled— a  toad  ie 

rned  10  ambition  more  mlendid  than  amlrilion  ever 
imed  of— You  bear  all  this  as  you  sit  by  the  bob, 
under  the  shade  of  your  ha II -chimney— You  then  be- 
gin to  think  what  liopee  you  have  fallen  IVom,  and 
what  insienillcBnce  you  have  embmced— and  all  that 
you  might  lonk  babies  in  Ihe  eyes  of  your  fair  wife 
oftenpr  than  once  a-torlnitriil." 

"leay  Varney,"  said  the  Earl,  "  no  more  of  ihia 
I  said  not  that  the  step,  which  my  own  ease  and 
comfort  vronld  urge  me  to,  waa  to  be  lakcn  hastily. 
or  without  due  consideration  to  the  public  safely. 
Bear  witness  to  me,  Vamey  1  1  subdue  my  wish  pb  of 
"■liremenl,  not  because  I  am  moTpd  hw  ihp  mII  nf 
xli'  nmbiiicn.  hut  thai  I  m 


which  I .... 
*i.— Order 


■— netlect  nothing  that  can  1 

te  at  my  lady,  and  be  ready, 
my  own  poor  heart,  and  v 
r  to  me  I  but  the  patriot  n 


'e  my  country  at  the  hour  of 
I  pr^nll]^!  will  wear,  as 


rt  subdue  the  hus- 


Lce,  yet 


again  returning  lo  fold  her  again 
tnat,  and  sgam  bidding  farewdl, 

S10  KisB  and  bid  adieu  once  aon. 
e  verge  of  the  blue  hotiion— I 
Ira  this   I   ehould  have  been  ten 

woids,  with  which  at  length  it 

rrnnt  my  rcqueal,  then  i"  said  tht 

_ _.       ._...  false  kni«hi!  did  ever  ladv.  viitli 

v  foot  in  alir^er,  seek  boon  of  a  brave  ktugiLli  yet 

"  Any  thing.  Amy.  any  thing  ihou  csnst  uk  I  will 
granl''  answered  the  Karl— "always  eiceptiaa"  he 
said,  "  that  whirh  might  rum  ua  both." 

"Nay,"  said  the  Countess,  "1  urge  not  my  wirfi 
to  be  acknowledged  in  the  cbaracicr  which  would 
make  me  the  envy  of  Fneland— as  the  wife,  that  is, 
of  my  brBTC  and  noble  lord,  the  first  as  the  most 
fondly  beloved  of  English  nobles, -Let  me  but  share 
the  Fccret  with  my  dear  father  I— Let  mc  but  end  tiu 

XeB'7od"oldEi"d-'hear(fd'ra"n''r  '^ 

"Tlin  ssyl"  asked  the  Earl,  haetilyi  "who 
saysl  Did  not  Vamey  convey  to  Sir  Hugh  all  w 
(tare  at  present  tell  bim  concerning  your  bappmH) 
and  welfara  7  and  haa  he  not  told  ron  that  the  good 


Cb*».  ra.J  KEHILWOaTH. 

old  knifihl  «u  fbllowAg,  with  gpoi  haul  and  health, 
his  tavounu  lad  woatol  eiercw;  7  Who  hw  darad 
put  other  thought*  into  your  haail  1^' 

"  O.  no  one,  my  bni,  no  one,"  aid  the  Connteas, 
aomething  slatmed  at  the  lone  id  which  the  queauon 
waa  put ;  "  but  yel,  my  lord,  I  would  fain  be  aaannd 
br  mine  own  eye-siBfil  thai  my  father  ia  wdi." 

'*Be  contented.  Amy — Ihou  canat  not  now  have 
communicauaa  with  thy  b^  or  hii  hoiiae.    Wen 

UDnetKssanly  to  the  cuatody  of  more  than  mual 
Deeds  be,  it  were  suiEcient  reaaon  for  secrecy,  thai 
yonder  Conuah  man,  yonder  Tievanion,  or  Ireaai- 
lian,  or  whatever  bia  name  ia,  haunta  the  aU  kni^l'i 
house,  and  muii  neceasarily  know  whateier  ia  com- 
municalad  there." 

"My  lord,"  anawered  Ihe  Counlesa,  "1  do  nol 
Ihinkiiao.  My  father  has  been  long  noted  a  worthr 
■nd  honourable  man:  and  (or  Treaulian,  if  we  can 
pardon  ourselrca  the  ul  we  bave  wiougfal  him,  I  will 

.1 ._..    I Ljj^    ^jll  jjjjj  j^^^ 

Lg  mjury  for  injuir." 
ever,  Amy,"  aaid  her 


ihe  Counlesa,  thoiiKh 
tone  of  delemiinatioD 
but  know  why  you 

r 

"  my  will  ought  to  be 


arely  able  to  maintain 
IT  Buspidouamiatreaa) 
Ivanlage,  Amy,  aa  to 
lale  of  our  maniagB, 

favour  and  in  ibrtUDB,  perhapa,  for  she  bath  in  ber 
a  touch  of  her  father  oeriry, — a  vicliiTi,  and  it  may 
be  a  bloody  one,  lo  her  oB&deu  and  jealoua  reaanC- 

"But  why,  my  lord,"  aoiin  urged  bia  lady,  "ahould 
*oa  deem  thus  iniuiiouary  of  a  man,  of  whom  you 
Itoow  so  liitle  1  What  you  Jo  know  of  Treaailian  ia 
through  me,  and  it  1b  I  who  aaeure  you  that  in  no 
drcumaienccs  will  he  betray  your  aocrel.  If  1  dkl 
him  wrong  in  your  behalf  my  lord,  I  am  now  the 
more  concerned  you  should  da  hito  justice.— You  are 
otibnded  at  my  q>eakittg  of  him,  what  would  you  say 
had  I  actually  myself  seen  him  1" 

"  If  you  had,"  replied  the  Eail,  "you  would  do 
well  to  keep  that  interview  aa  aecret  aa  that  which 
b  apcdceo  in  a  confesaiona!.  I  aedi  no  one's  ruin ; 
but  he  who  thruata  hunaelt  on  my  Becrei  privacy, 
were  belter  look  well  to  hia  future  walk,  lire  bear* 
brooka  no  one  to  cross  his  awliil  path." 

"  Awful,  indeed  I"  aaid  the  Counlesa,  turning  very 

"  You  are  ill,  my  love,"  aaid  tbo  Eari,  at^jporling 
her  in  hia  arms :  airelch  yoiirselT  on  your  couch 
again  {  it  ia  bul  an  early  day  for  you  to  leave  it, — 
Have  you  augbl  else,  involvuig  teea  than  my  lamc^ 
mr  fortune,  and  my  life,  lo  ask  of  me  T' 

"  Nothing,  my  lord  and  love,"  answered  the  Coun- 
leaa,  faintly  i  "aomeihing  there  was  that  I  would 
bave  told  you,  but  your  anger  has  driven  it  from  my 

"Reserve  il  tilt  our  next  meeting,  my  love,"  said 
the  E^l  fondly,  and  again  embracing  her ;  "  and 
barring  only  those  requests  which  I  cannot  and  dare 
not  grant,  thy  wlah  must  be  more  than  England  and 
all  its  dqiendenciea  can  fulfil,  if  it  is  not  gratifkd  to 

Thua  saying,  he  at  length  look  farewell  Al  ihe 
bollom  of  the  BlaircBse  he  received  from  Tarney  on 
ample  livery  elook  end  elonched  hat,  in  which  he 
wnppod  himself  so  as  to  disguise  his  pcraon,  and 
completely  conceal  his  features.  Horaea  were  ready 
in  the  court-yard  lor  himself  and  Yarney;-Hbi  one 

•  Tha  tiii°Bl«  caaninnosmi  tha  uoinl  ilariv  ■  jDpi^ 
H  kM  ftUm,  wdsB  Enl  of  Warwick,  llH  bar  W4  nffsd  Maff 


EBNILWOaTH.  [C 

■e  the  ie«ly  wiiy  lo  confirm  bim       Vbihoy  did,  in  fiwl,  m»ku  BOBie  inquirj  ■! 
..   _i.._..ji._i L-.    hoiMehotd,  which  conormed  the  inilli  of  Lai 


a  hBunud  wiih  such 


ence.  He  would  be  fcr  plsying  •i"  dragon  hiiUMlf 
,yer  hiB  golden  fniit.  and  then,  Tony,  thy  omnaoon 
■  ended:      A  word  to  the  wiBef-Fsrewall— 1  miiil 


lode  off  under  Ihe 


He'iuioHi  his  horm  Mmck  him  with  hii  bput*  bi 
'    otfunder  Ihewchway  inpnrBUilof  hislprd. 
WoddJhyiKeupslion^wmendod^w'jhyor- 


broken,  damned  pander  1"  mid  Anlbony  Foeler. 
"  Bui  I  muat  follow  his  beck,  tor  his  mtereat  uid 
mine  an  lbs  same,  aod  he  can  wind  tbe  proud  Eaii  lo 
ha  will.  Janet  ahall  B"'  mo  Ao"  pieces  tbonai— 
tbey  ahall  be  laid  out  in  aome  way  loi  God's  aerriu 


hul   departed    anddeoly,  and  uneipecledly,  b«wiil 
nigbl  and  morning. 

"  But  I  will  wroDK  QO  one,"  eaid  mine  boai  -.     be 
m  Ihe  table  in  hie  todsinK  ibe  fiitl  value  of  Ida 


B,  witboucihehoallo'i 


Fmiier,  he 


ablen 


fd'i'S, 


you,"  said  he,  "ever been  at  cobtIT" 
— 1 — 1  t  -mboume  i  "  hul  ever  aince  1  wo 
e  dream:  once  a-week  ihal  I  was 

own  fault  if  your  di'eam  cornea 
..  „je,"  said  Varaey.     "Are  you  needy T' 
"Um>  replied  Lnmbonmei ''I  lo»o  pleamiB.'' 
"That  is  a  luSicieni  answet  and  an  honeal  one," 
aaid  Vamey,  "Know  you  augtit  otthe  reqiriailfBai- 
pected  from  the  retainer  of  a  riang  courtier^' 

"I  have  imiutinfd  (hem  to  myself  m," 
Lamboume;  bb  Ibi  e;iample,  a  quick  ey, 
mouih— a  ready  and  bold  hand — a  sharp  w 

"And  thine,  I  suppoae."  raid  Tamei',  "hashadiu 
edge  blunted  long  eincel"        _       . 


ith,  I  had 


r^lvd  Lamboume.     "When  I 

«ime  few  whimaei  but  I  n-'-'- 

rccollectioii  on  the  rouKh  , 


lordship 


"  It  ia  but  two  hours'  briak  riding,  m: 
Vamey  i  "  for  me,  1  only  stopped  to  entm;i 
mands  of  care  and  aeciecy  on  yonder  Ft 
inquire  about  ihe  abode  of  Ihe  gendem 
would  promote  to  your  lordship's  train,  i 
oT  Trevors." 

"  Ib  he  Gl  for  the  meridian  of  the  ai 
thmk'sl  IhouT'  said  the  Earl, 

"  He  promiBea  well,  my  lord,"   replied   Vame] 

"  bul  if  your  lordahip  were  pleaaed "" '  — 

go  back  lo  Cumnor,  and  brin«;  hh 

at  Woodalotk  before  you  are  out  oi  oen. 

"  Why,  I  Bin  asleep  Ihere.  thou  knowest. 


So'sayi..„_._., _  .  _ 

ed  on  bis  ioumey.  while  Vi 
nor  by  the  puhlip  road,  avo 
lerdishiedBl  the  door  oft 
desired  to  sijoak  with  Mai 
Thai  re^HVtable  character 
before  hu  new  patron,  hi 
looks. 

"  Thou  bSBl  loel  ihe  scene,"  said  Varney,  "  of  thy 

comrade  TrpsailiBn — I  know  il  by  thy  hang-doa 

visage.    Ib  Ihii  thy  alacrity,  thou  impudent  knaveT 

"  CooswoiukIb I''  nakl  Lamboume,  "there   was 

neyer  a  trail  m>  finely  hunted.    •-' ■-  -" 

mine  uncle's  bore-stuck  to  hir 
him  at  cupper — watched  him 
presto— be  ta  gone  next  mot: 

"  This  sounds  like  practice  t^xm  me,  air,"  replied 
Vamey  ;  "and  if  jl  ptoye  ao,  by  my  eou]  you  -'■-" 


,., .lerouA  grind-sloiM 

lud  what  rcmaiDcd  I  waahed  out  in  the 
"the  Atlantic." 

jcrred,  then,  in  the  India  1" 

[n  both  Fjsi  and  West,"  answered  thecandidaie 


•  ■  ■  "isiBnd'WeBt;"anBwer©d"thec 
■  tuun-mTice,  "by  both  sea  and  lonil-,  .  "~t 
irred  both  the  Portugal  and  the  Spanjsid— boih  the 
uicbmnn  and  the  Frenchman,  and  have  made  war 
1  Dur  own  account  with  a  crew  of  jolly  fellows,  who 
Bid  there  wae  no  ptace  beyond  the  Line."' 
"Thoumay!iidome,Bnd  my  lord,  and  thysdCgood 
uYice,"  Bald  Vsmcv,  after "  "-■  -"■ 

_  know  the  world-and  ani 

be  fBithfiil  7" 


he  bonny  Klaclt  Hegr,  ai 

Iter  Michnel  I.ambourn 
was  not  long  of  Dppearii 


UUf>WCERJ     L.HmOOUTDei  UUW      DILUULU    H      WJr*w      

thai  this  fellow  should  have  thus  evanishedl  You 
mav  aak  mine  hosl,  Giles  Goeling— ««k  the  lapiter 
■nd  hosTlei— ask  Cicely,  and  the  whole  houBehold, 
how  I  kept  eves  on  Trcasdian  whde  he  wbs  on  foot, 
—On  my  soul,  I  could  not  be  expected  tn  watch  him 
like  a  sick  nurse,  when  I  had  seen  him  fairly  a-bcd 
in  hi*  chamber,     lliat  wiQ  be  tUowed  ms,  suraly." 


But  obemr, 
-uly,  canst  ibou 


wore  my  duty  loaayaj 


andsoforth.    B _. 

ship  is  one  who  desires  rslher  bonfst  trath  than  po- 
litic falsehood— I  reply  to  vou,  that  I  can  be  raitbflil 
10  (he  gallow^  Ibol,  By,  lo  ["he  loop  thai  dangles  Crdm 
il.  if  I  sm  well  uB«t  and  well  recompensed; — nol 

"To  thy  other  ortues,  ihou  canet  add,  no  doubt," 
said  Varaey,  in  a  jeenng  lone,  "the  knack  of  seem- 
ing serious  and  religioua,  when  the  moment  de- 
mands 11 T' 

"It  would  cost  menolhing,"  paid  Lamboume,  "lo 
ssy  yes— bul,  lo  speak  on  the  square.  I  must  needs 
say  no.  K  you  want  a  hypocrite,  yon  may  take  An- 
thony Foster,  who,  from  liis  chirdbood,  had  toide 
eort  ofpliBntntn  haunting  him,  which  he  cslled  reli- 
gion, thouah  It  was  that  sort  of  nidlineaa  which 
slnays  ended  in  being  grcBl  gain.    But  I  hsTs  no 

"We"C"r(^liedVi 


id  d^ich 


"Saddle  ill 
Vamey.      "I 


if  thou  baal  nobypociiiy, 

[  n  nng  iiere  in  the  stable?" 
laid  Lamboume,  "that  shall  lake  hedfe 
h  my  Lord  Duke's  best  hunlcrs.  When 
e  niielske  on  Shoolct's  Hill,  and  slop- 
ni  graiier  whoBe  pouches  were  beiio 
m  brain-pan,  the  bonnv  bay  nag  r anied 


1  spite 
ithen, 


s?.be; 


ihy  clothes  and  baggage '  uu 
oiBc  III  uiiuc  iiurit,  and  I  will  conduct  Ibec  U 
aijF^DCii  Draka,  Tltiiiitii  mil  iiniij  ■  Imtlt  PlMiaB<s 
isa  Aajr.  w«T«,  ia  be^  lltne  better  mas  pbaldb 
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aenrice,  in  which,  if  thou  do  not  better  thyself,  the 
6iult  shall  not  he  fortune's,  but  thme  own." 

"  Brave  and  heartjr !"  said  Lambonme,  "  and  I  am 
mounted  in  an  instant.— Knave,  hostler,  saddle  my 
nag  without  the  loss  of  one  second,  as  thou  dost  va- 
lue the  safety  of  thy  noddle.— Pretty  Cicely,  take  half 
this  purse  to  comfort  thee  for  my  sudden  aeoarture." 

"  Gogsnouns !"  replied  the  father,  "  Cicely  wants 
no  such  token  from  thee.— Go  away,  Mike,  and  ga- 
ther grace  if  thou  canst,  though  I  think  thou  goest 
not  to  the  land  where  it  grows." 

"Let  me  look  at  this  Cicely  of  thine,  mine  host," 
said  Vamcy;  "  I  have  heard  much  talk  of  her 
beauty."  ,     . 

"  It  is  a  sunburnt  beauty,  said  mine  host,  **  well 
qualified  to  stand  out  rain  and  wind,  but  little  cal- 
ctdated  to  please  such  critical  gallants  as  yourself. 
She  keeps  her  chamber,  and  cannot  encounter  the 
glance  of  such  sunny-day  courtiers  as  my  noble 
guest,"  N 

"  Well,  peace  be  with  her,  my  good  host,"  answer- 
ed VameV;  our  horses  are  impatient— we  bid  you 
good  day. 

"  Does  my  nephew  go  with  you,  so  please  you  7" 
said  Gosling. 

**  Ay,  such  is  bis  purpose,"  answered  Richard 
Vamey. 

"  You  are  right— fully  right,"  replied  mine  host— 
'*  you  are,  I  say,  fully  ri^t,  my  kinsman.  Thou  hast 

Sot  a  gay  horse,  see  thou  fight  uot  unaware  upon  a 
alter — or,  if  thou  wilt  needs  be  made  immortal  by 
means  of  a  rope,  which  thy  purnose  of  following  this 

gentleman  renders  not  unlikely,  I  charge  ihoe  to 
nd  a  gallows  as  far  from  Cumnor  as  thou  conve- 
niently mayst;  and  so  I  commend  you  to  your 
saddle." 

The  master  of  the  horse  and  his  new  retainer 
mounted  accordingly,  leaving  the  landlord  to  con- 
clude his  ill-omened  farewell,  to  himself  and  at  lei- 
sure; and  set  off  together  at  a  rapid  pace,  which  pre- 
vented conversation  until  the  ascent  of  a  steep  sandy 
hill  permitted  them  to  resume  it. 
"You  are  contented,  then,"  said  Vamcy  to  his 


companion 


to  take  court-service  7" 


as 


'  Ay,  worshipful  sir,  if  you  like  my  terms  as  well 
I  lute  yours.^* 

"  And  what  are  your  terms  7"  demanded  Vamey. 

"  If  I  am  to  have  a  quick  eye  for  my  patron's  m- 
terest,  he  must  have  a  dull  one  towards  my  faults," 
said  Lamboume. 

"Ay,"  said  Vamey,  "so  they  lie  not  so  grossly 
open  that  he  must  needs  break  his  shins  over  them." 

"  Agreed,'*  said  Lambourne.  "  Next,  if  I  run  down 
ganie.  I  must  have  the  picking  of  the  bones." 

"That  is  but  reason."  repbed  Varaej;,  "bo  that 
your  betters  are  served  before  you." 

"  Good,"  said  Lamboume;  and  it  only  remains 
to  be  said,  that  if  the  law  and  I  quarrel,  my  patron 
must  bear  me  out.  for  that  is  a  chief  point." 

"  Reason  again,"  said  Vamey^  "  if  the  quarrel  hath 
hanpened  in  your  master's  service." 

"For  the  wage  and  so  forth,  I  say  nothing,"  pro- 
eeeded, Lamboume;  "it  is  the  secret  guerdon  that  I 
must  live  by." 

"Nerer  tear,"  said  Vamey;  "thou  shalt  have 
clothes  and  spending  money  to  rufBe  it  with  the  best 
of  thy  degree,  for  thou  goest  to  a  household  where 
you  have  jgola,  as  they  say,  by  the  eye." 

"  That  jumps  all  with  my  humour,  replied  Michael 
Lamboume ;  "  and  it  only  remains  that  you  tell  me 
my  master's  name." 

^*My  name  is  Master  Richard  Vamey,"  answered 
his  companion.  * 

"  But  I  mean,"  said  Lamboume,  "  the  name  of  the 
noble  lord  to  whose  service  you  are  to  prefer  me." 

"How,  knave,  art  thou  too  good  to  call  me  mas- 
ter T'  said  Vamey,  hastily ;  "  I  would  have  thee  bold 
to  others,  but  not  saucy  to  me." 

"  I  crave  your  worship's  pardon,"  said  Lamboume ; 
"but  you  seemed  famihar  with  Anthony  Foster,  now 
I  am  mmiliar  with  Anthony  myself." 

"Thou  art  a  shrewd  knsve,  I  see,"  replied  Vamcy. 
**Mark  me— I  do  indeed  propose  to  introduce  thee 
into  a  nobleman's  household ;  but  it  is  upon  my  per- 


son thou  wilt  chiefly  wait,  and  upon  my  countenance 
that  thou  wilt  depend.  I  am  mis  master  of  horse— 
Thou  wilt  soon  kiiow  hia  name— it  is  one  that  shakea 
the  council  and  wields  the  state." 

"By  this  light  a  brave  spell  to  conjure  with,"  said 
Lamboume,  if  a  man  would  discover  hidden  trea- 
sures!" 

"Used  with  discretion,  it  may  prove  so,"  replied 
Vamey ;  "  but  mark— if  thou  conjure  with  it  at  tnine 
own  hand,  it  may  raise  a  devil  who  will  tear  thee  in 
fragments." 

Enough  said,"  replied  Lamboume ;  "  I  will  not 
exceed  my  limits." 

The  travellers  then  resumed  the  rapid  rate  of  tra- 
velling which  their  discourse  had  interrupted,  and 
soon  arrived  at  the  Roval  Park  of  Woodstock.  This 
ancientpossession  of  the  crown  of  England  was  then 
very  diflerent  from  what  it  had  been  when  it  was  the 
residence  of  the  fair  Rosamond,  and  the  scene  of 
Henry  the  Second's  secret  and  dlicit  amours;  and 
yet  mofe  unlike  to  the  scene  which  it  exhibits  m  the 
present  day,  when  Blenheim-House  commemorates 
the  victory  of  Marlborough,  and  no  less  the  genius 
of  Vanburgh,  though  decnea  in  his  own  time  by  per- 
sons of  taste  far  interior  to  his  own.  It  was,  in  Eliza- 
beth's time,  an  ancient  mansion  in  bad  repair,  which 
had  long  ceased  to  be  honoured  with  the  royal  resi- 
dence, to  the  j^eat  impoverishment  of  the  adjacent 
village.  The  inhabitants,  however,  had  made  seve- 
ral petitions  to  the  Queen  to  have  the  favour  of  the 
sovereign's  countenance  occasionally  bestowed  upon 
them;  and  upon  this  very  business,  ostensibly  at 
least,  was  the  noble  lord,  whom  we  have  already  in- 
troduced to  our  readers,  a  visiter  at  Woodstock. 

Vamey  and  Lamboume  galloped  without  ceremony 
into  the  court-yard  of  the  ancient  and,  dilapidated 
mansion,  which  presented  on  that  moming  a  scene 
of  bustle  which  it  had  not  exhibited  for  two  reigns. 
Officers  of  the  E^irl's  household,  livery-men  and  re- 
tainers, went  and  came  with  all  the  msolent  fracas 
which  attaches  to  their  profession.  The  neigh  of 
horses  and  the  barring  of  hounds  were  heard ;  for  my 
lord,  in  his  occupation  of  inspecting  and  surveying  the 
manor  and  demesne,  was  or  course  provided  with  the 
means  of  following  his  pleasure  in  the  chase  or  park, 
said  to  have  been  the  earliest  that  was  enclosed  in 
England,  and  which  was  well  stocked  with  deer  that 
had  long  roamed  there  unmolested.  Several  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village,  in  anxious  hope  of,  a  fa- 
vourable result  from  this  unwonted  visit,  loitered 
about  the  court-yard,  and  awaited  the  great  man's 
coming  forth.  Their  attention  was  excited  by  the 
hasty  arrival  of  Vamey,  and  a  murmur  ran  amongst 
them,  "The  Ead'a  master  of  the  horse !"  while  they 
hurried  to  bespecuc  favour  by  hastily  unbonnetinft 
and  profiering  to  hold  the  bndle  and  stirrup  of  the 
favoured  retamer  and  his  attendant. 

"  Stand  somewhat  alooJ^  my  masters !"  said  Var* 
ney,  haughtily,  "and  let  the  domestics  do  their  of- 
fice." 

The  mortified  citizens  and  peasants  fell  back  at 
the  signal ;  while  Lamboume,  who  had  his  eye  upon 
his  superior's  deportment,  repelled,  the  services  of 
those  who  offered  to  assist  mm,  with  yet  more  di^ 
courtesy-"  Stand  back.  Jack  peasant,  with  a  murrain 
to  youL  and  let  these  knave  footmen  do  their  duty  I" 

While  they  gave  their  nags  to  the  at^dants  of  tl^ 
household,  and  Walked  into  the  mansion  with  an  air 
of  superiority  which  long  practice  and  consciousness 
of  birth  rendered  namral  to  Vamey,  and  which  ' 
boume  endeavoured  to  imitate  as  well  as  he  < 
the  poor  inhabitants  of  Woodstock  whispered  tot  , 
other.  "  Well-a-day— God  save  us  from  all  such  mii^ 
proud  princoxes !  An  the  master  be  like  the  men, 
why,  the  fiend  may  take  all,  and  yet  have  no  more 
than  his  due." 

"  Silence,  good  neighbours !"  said  the  Bailiff  "ke« 
tongue  betwixt  teeth— we  shall  know  more  hy  ai^i 
by.— But  never  will  a  lord  come  to  Woodstock  so 
welcome  as  bluff  old  King  Harry !  He  would  horsfH 
whip  a  fellow  one  day  with  his  own  royal  hand.  aM 
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wiQ  be  Ions  en  tliia  Ltdy  EliitbMb  hnsewhip  ingr 
"TtierauiiaMriiic>"anfweT8dthaBulSS'.  "Hein- 


[Chaf.  vm. 


ottreelvei  by  ibinkiog  thai  we  dt 
ber  grac«'«  tmndB." 

Heanwliile.  Vimiey,  clowly  followed  by  bii  n< 
dfiMndant,  made  his  way  lo  tbe  hall,  where  tn~~ 


e  and  conaeiiDence  tt 


a  thine  left  in  the 


Lted  [he  ippearance  of  the  Earl, 
-'-—'—      '"  --id  court  to  Vaniey, 
i(«t,ifaeirDwnr«iik, 


court-yard  awaited  [he  Ippearance  of  the 

■a  vetK^t  hii  chamber.    All  paid  court  to  Varni 

with  more  or  le»a  deference,  BBBuio-'  'i—i' 

or  ihe  ucgincy  of  Ihe  buainees  wb 

to  hia  tord'a  levee.    To  the  jre 

"  When  comes  my  lord  forth,  Mb 

gave  brief  anawera,  as,  "  See  you 

am  but  juin  returned  ^m  Oxford, 

of  it,"  and  the  hke.  uutil  the  aamc  Ljucry  »di<  (>ul  ui 

a  higher  tone  by  a  peraanoge  of  more  importance. 

"I   will  inquire  of  the    chamberlain,    Sir  Thomas 

Copely."   wa»  the  reply.    The  chanlbe^l^^n^  diatin- 


ronghl  them 


CHAPTER  Till. 

It  becomea  necessary  lo  return  to  the  detail  of 
}Be  circumataneea  which  accompanied,  and  indeed 
..caatoned,  the  eudden  disappearance  of  TteesiliBn 
fh>m  the«gn  of  the  Black  Bear  at  Cumnor,  II  wiU 
be  rscollacied  that  thia  gentleman,  aftEt  his  reneouo- 
et  wiih  Vamey,  hod  relumed  lo  Giles  Ooahng's 
aravRnaary,  where  he  ehut  bimaelf  up  in  his  own 
ihaaibcr,  demanded  pen,  inli,  and  paper,  and  u- 
tounced  his  putt>ose  to  remain  private  for  the  day ; 
''  'ic  appeared  again  in  the  public  room, 

'  — ' who  hod  been  on  Ibe 

eDSBfjemeni  to  Vai- 


enUi^hi^. 

,  ^iTwa' 

ofKDing  of  tbe  foldiog-di 


few  minules,^and  was  ei  length  hurfied^bj^  the 


.. .  upper  end  of  the 

-, ,  ....jush  which  the  Earl  made  hi 

tranee,  marshalled  by  his  chamberlain  and  the 


which  the  Earl  made  hia 
hamberlain  and  the  alew- 
iwed  bj  Bichoid  Vamey. 


SI  only  of  the  belter  — — 

utttad  to  (he  audience-chamber,  but  of  the 
who  awaited  without. 

Ine  freedom  of  the  oarporation  waa  pmenied  (o  the 
Etri  upon  kne«  b  jr  (he  maxislTatefeof  (he  place,  tiuether 
wi(h  a  pur«e  ofgnld  pieces,  which  the  Earl  handed  to 
Tamey,  who,  on  bis  part,  gave  a  ahare  to  Lamboiigme, 


inhabilants  of  Woodstock,  who  ma^  the  old  oaks 
ling  with  re-echo<ii(t,  "Long  live  Qoeen  Elinbeth, 
•nd  Ihe  noble  Earl  tfLdcesto'l"  The  uibani(y  and 
courtesy  oTths  Eari  even  threw  a  gleam  of  populsri- 
p  over  hia  atteiHlantB,  as  their  haugbty  deportment 
hu  loRnsrivobaeured  tbatof  their  master;  and  a 


Mtowerar  aaVarney  and  Lan 
tank,  rode  proudly  thrangfa  the  ai 


..ia  gallanl 

aume,eadi in  hia 
el*  of  Woodstock. 


ibly  to  hia 


wafch  for  him,  aereeab] 

him,  and  hoped  he  retained  no  unfriendly  recojiec- 
[ion  of  [he  part  he  had  taken  In  the  momin^s 

But  TreaaiUan  repelled  his  advances  firmly,  ihoiudi 
wiih  civiliiy — "  Master  Lambouroe^"  he  said,  T 
trvsl  I  have  recompensed  lo  your  pleamre  the  Dnie 

Coi!  hare  wasled  on  me.  Under  the  ahmr  of  wild 
[unlness  which  you  exhibit,  I  know  yon  have  sense 
enoui^  lo  understand  me.  when  I  aayfrsDklir,  thai 
the  object  of  our  temporary  acquaintance  havine  been 
Bccom|iUBhed,  we  muat  be  sirongen  lo  each  other  in 

"  Vetef  said  Lamboume,  twirling  his  whiriwra 
with  one  hand,  and  grasping  the  h3t  of  his  weapon 
vrilh  the  other  {  "  if  I  thougnt  that  this  usage  was 

"Tou  would  bear  it  with  discretion,  doubtleso,"  in- 
lerrupled  TiessiliBn,  '*  *■  you  must  do  at  any  rat«. 
You  know   100  well  the  distance  thai  is  betwizi 
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vol  on  ihr  nrj  cbttk-hena,  which  boded  of  a  late 
tvswl,  u  «ura  u  tlu  ooE^juoctiDD  oT  Halm  and  Sarurn 
thr«Bl«n«  murfbrtuDit— ud  when  you  retanirid,  the 
buekle*  of  your  jriidte  were  brouKhl  Ibrwsrd,  and 
your  alcp  wu  quick  end  healy,  uhT ell  ihiiwe  ihow- 
ed  your  hand  and  your  hill  had  been  lateiy  ac- 

"  Well,  Kood  mine  hoai,  if  I  have  been  oblind  U> 
draw  my  sword."  aoid  Treaalian,  "  why  tfaould  nich 
acircumelaacaieichtheeouiaf  iby  warm  bedal  ihia 
mna  of  nighi  ^    Thou  Heat  Oie  mischief  is  all  orer." 

"Under  favour,  ibai  ia  what  I  doubl.  Anthony 
Foater  ia  a  duiReroua  man,  defended  by  lining  court 
pau-oDBRC,  which  "— >-  ■■ '•■ ■ *■ 


very  di 


.    And,  I 


.._^, e  told  you  what  he  ii)  and  if  iheaelwo  old 

cromes  have  made  up  iheii  old  acqaaintanca,  1  would 
not,  my  warabipful  meal,  ihal  it  should  be  at  Ihy 
coal.  I  promise  you,  Mike  Lambourne  haa  been  ma- 
kiD^  very  particular  inqmriea  at  my  hoatler,  when  and 
which  way  you  ride.  Now,  i  would  have  you  think, 
whether  you  may  not  have  done  or  uid  aomeihinv 


.-tion,  "and  I  will 

men'a  malice  ii  di- 

'       il  may-it  is  be- 

powEtflil  villain 


Tliou  ajt  an  boneat 
■lian,  after  a  moment'i 
deal  frankly  with  thee. 
reeled  against  me — as  I  c 
canae  tbey  are  ihe  saedi 
than  themaetvaa." 

"You  mean  Master  Richard  Tamey,  da  you  noti" 
said  the  landlord)  "he  was  alCumnor-Placeyeater- 
day,  and  camenol  thither  so  private  but  what  be  was 
eapted  by  one  who  (old  mel 

"I  mean  the  aamc^"  mine  host. 

"  Thon,  fbr  God'a  sake,  worahipfhl  Master  Treaai- 
San,"  aaid  honeat  GosUns,  "took  well  la  yauraelf. 
lliis  Tamey  is  the  protector  and  patron  o(  Anibony 
Faeter,  who  holda  under  him.  and  by  hia  tkyour,  aome 
lease  of  yonder  mansion  and  the  park.  Vameygot  a 
lareeRTanI  of  the  londa  of  the  Abbacy  of  Abingdon, 
and  Cumnor-Placo  amongat  others,  fcDin  his  master, 
the  Elarl  of  Leiceater.  Hen  aay  he  can  do  every  thing 
with  him,  (hough  I  bold  the  Earl  toogood  a  nobleman 
to  employ  him  as  some  men  talk  itf.—And  then  the 
Earl  can  do  any  thing  (that  is  any  thi  '  ' 
ling)  with  the  Queen,  God  bleaa  her  <  i 
an  enemy  you  have  made  to  yourself,' 

"  Well— It  ia  dons,  and  I  cannot  help  it,"  answered 
TreaBliaa, 

"  Uda  preciouB,  but  it  muat  be  helped  in  some  man- 
ner," aaid  the  hoaL  Richard  Vamey— why,  what 
between  hja  influence  with  my  lortl,  and  his  pretend- 
ing to  so  hnaoy  old  and  yeiatioua  elaima  in  right  of 
the  Abbot  here,  men  Esar  almoal  to  mention  his  name, 
much  more  to  eel  ihemselvea  against  hia  pracuccs. 
Youmay  judge  by  ourdiscoureee  ihelaal  night.  Hen 
said  theujileasure  of  Tony  Foaler,  bui  not  a  word  of 
Richard  vamey,  though  all  men  judge  him  to  he  at 
the  bottom  of  yonder  mystery  about  the  pretty  wench. 
But  perhaps  you  know  rnore  of  that  nutter  than  I 
do,  lor  women,  Ihonsb  they  wear  not  awords,  are 
occasion  fbr  many  a  blade'e  exchanging  a  sheath  of 
nest's  leather  for  one  of  fleah  and  blood?' 

"I  do  indeed  know  more  of  that  poor  unfortunate 
lady  than  thou  dost,  my  IHendly  host ;  and  so  bank- 
rupl  amL  at  this  moment,  of  frwnda  and  advice,  that 
1  will  wiDinclr  make  a  coonselloT  of  thea,  and  lell 
thee  the  whole  nistory,  the  rather  that  I  have  b  bvour 
to  aak  when  my  tale  is  ended." 

..  ™..  .  w._.  _  ™.   .  .,.       ...   .J  [he  landlord,  "I 

yourself.    But  aa  sure  ss  I  have 
-    worli'  ■  -    -  ■-  * 

audi,  if  I  may  not  be  ahle  to 


o  you  see  whs 


enuy  abov 


■nd 


I  decenuy  above  Ibe  world,  by  gtviiui  good  mea- 
and  reaaonable  charges,  I  am  an  h<mest  man; 
'  if  I  may  notbeahle  loaoaiat  you,I  am, 
ai  HBBi,  Doi  capidile  to  abuae  your  confidenc*.  Say 
away  therefore,  aa  conDdenlly  as  if  you  R>oketo  your 
bther;  and  ihoa  taz  at  leaat  be  certain,  that  my  cuii- 
OBly,  for  I  will  not  deny  that  which  belonga  to  my 
calling  is  joined  to  a  reaaonable  degree  &  diacre- 

"  i  doubt  it  aol,  ] 
and  wbDe  his  audit 


an  instant  bow  be  ahontd  eom- 

"  My  tale,"  he  at  length  said, 

'  to  he  mute  inlellisible.  must  begin  at  some  distance 
back.— You  have  loaid  of  the  battle  of  Stoke,  my 
good  hoal,  and  psrhapa  of  old  Sir  Roger  Robaart, 

whot  m  that  ■•— ' '■ — '■-  ---'■  — ■  — •■■  " 

Vll^theC- 
Lmeqln,  I 

oveij  in  Ote  qoarrel  of  Lambert  Simne. . 

"  I  remember  both  oite  and  the  other,"  aaid  Giles 
OoaUng,  "it  is  sung  of  a  dozen  limes  a- week  on  iny 
ale-bench  below.— Sir  Roger  Robsart  of  Devon— O, 


m  that  hauls,  valiantly  lotdt  part  with  Henry 
the  Qoeen'a  gnndfalher,  and  routed  the  Eari  of 
o)n,  Lord  Oaaldin  and  lus  wiM  Irish,  and  the 


ia  him  of  whom 


Ay,  and  then  there  waa  Martin  Swart  I  have  heard 

"ilherialkoE  and  of  the  jolly  A  bnains  whom 

ided,  with  their  slashed  doublets  snd  quaint 


"Tnie,  good  mine  boei — the  day  vraa  loiw  talked 
ofi  but  if  you  aing  so  lood,  you  will  awake  more 
liaieners  than  1  care  to  comrmt  my  confidence  tmlOp" 

"I  crave  pardon,  my  worahipful  guest,"  aaid  miiM 
boat,  "  I  woe  oblivious.  When  sn  old  aong  comes 
scross  us  merry  old  knights  of  the  spigot,  it  runs 
away  with  our  discretion. 

"Well,  mine  host,  mygrandfather,  like  some  othn 
Oomisb-men.  kqil  a  warm  affection  to  the  Htiuae  of 
York,  and  eqwnaed  the  quBrrel  of  this  Simnel.  aaau- 
— '~~ibe  title  of  Eari  of  Warwick,  aa  the  county  afier- 


-imgibe  Dll , , 

wsrd^  in  great  numbers,  countenanced  the  ci 

Perkin  Warbeck,  ealUng  himself  the  Duke  of  York. 
My  grandsiro  joned  »mnel'e  standard,  and  was 
taken  Sitting  de4)erately  at  Stoke,  where  moat  Of 
tbs  leaders  of  that  unhuipy  army  were  alain  tn  tbeir 
hatneas.  The  good  kni^t  to  whom  be  reodeted  him- 
self. Sir  Roger  Robsart,  proiscted  him  ftom  the  im- 
mediate vengeance  of  the  King,  and  dismiawd  hua 
without  ransom.  Bat  he  was  unable  lo  gnard  him 
bom  other  penalliea  of  hia  rashneao,  baing  ibe  heavy 
finea  by  which  he  was  impOferialKdj  according  lo 
Haufy'a  mode  of  weakening  hie  enenuea.  liw  good 
knifdit  did  what  he  mighl  lo  iiiilijialu  Mm  ilialiiMiiaiif 
my  ancestor  i  attd  their  tkiendahip  became  ao  alnch 
dial  my  bther  was  bred  upaa  the  awom  brolhsrond 
intimate  of  the  present  Bit  Hugh  Robsart,  the  only 
Bonof  Sir  Roger,  and  Ihehsiranua  honest,  andgeae- 
rouB,  and  hoa^tahle  temper,  though  not  equal  to  him 
in  martial  acfaisvaiMnta.^ 

"I  haveheaidof  good  Sn  Hogh  Robaart,"  inter- 
rupted the  hoM,  "many  a  time  and  oft.  Hta  bunla- 
man  and  sworn  servant.  Will  Badger,  hath  tpoke  of 
him  a  huikdred  times  in  this  very  house — a  jovial 
kiiii^t  he  ia,  and  hath  loved  hospitality  and  a   '~ 


lava  aa  much  guld  lace  on  lb 

wouUbedadcuenof  tall  fellowa  with  beef  and  ala 
for  a  twelvemonth,  and  let  them  have  their  eveoing  at 
the  alehouse  once  a-wsek,  to  do  good  to  the  pub- 

"  If  you  h 
TiBaHhan, 
Robaart  I  ai 
pitsUty  you 
mental  lo  tl 
of  the  leaa  c 

in  the  tale. 


ill  VMM,  at  •oiaathiai  aimBBr,  oeeooa  la  a  loncMlad,  St 
OB  FloJdB-rMil.  HMiawl^Iha  lata  ItaanVato. 

"sssffsisiiMa'issr' 


,  ™,  -„ , Them  wm  b 

.,...—  however,  at  which  I  bit  ibe  kind  knigbl'a  u- 
oeaove  love  Ibr  iield-iporu  deluned  me  fram  atudiea, 
by  which  I  might  haie  profited  tnorei  bul  I  ceaMd 
--  regnl  iho  Insure  which  Braliliicie  mnd  heredilarv 
gndahip  comjielled  me  to  beslow  on  these  mril 
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(rieiidehip  compelled  ..._  .-  —  .... 

■TOatioiu.    The  eiquinle  beauty  of  Uiatri 
Sobsari,  at  ihe  grew  up  from  childhood  to 


— ,.,  —  ice*  obligtd 

to  be  eo  constantly  in  her  tmnpanf— I  loved  her,  in 
■ban,  mine  hoat,  and  her  father  aaw  it." 

"And  eroeaed  your  true  lovea,  no  douhtl"  aaid 
mine  hoal;  "it  i>  the  way  in  all  nich  caaea;  and  I 
judia  it  nual  hava  been  ao  in  your  inatance,  from  the 
heavy  Bgii  you  utleied  even  now.'' 


"S^e-fS 


Myatritwaa 
«h  Robaart- 


highly  approved  by  the  generouB  Sir  Hugh  j 

it  waa  his  daughter  who  waa  cold  to  my  pL — 

"  Sba  was  the  more  dangerouB  enemy  of  the 

■aid  ihe  innkeeper.  "  I  Tear  me  your  suit  piored 


mply  wit 

twdvemoalh.  Diuing  this  poiod,  Richaid  Vame 
appeared  in  lb«  Mvntt;,  and  avaihuft  bimaelf  of  lom.. 
diManl  ftroily  connexion  with.  Sir  Hugh  Robasrt, 
veol  much  of  hia  tine  in  hia  company,  '  ' 
Ihui^  he  almoat  livod  in  (he  family." 

'"rhateouldbodenasood  to  the  place  he  honoured 

■•  aaaGo.-"-- 


"No,  by  ue  roi 
undaratandinn  and 

m  Mrangcdy,  that  I  am  ai  uu*  Dioownt  ai  a  Km 
traee  lh«  giadationa  of  tbeir  encroachment  upoi 
family,  wbicb  had,  till  iben.  been  ao  happy.    Fo 
tune  Amy  Robaart  reeeind  the  attenuona  of  i 
man  Vamay  with  the  indifierence  altaehed  to  Co 
man  eonrteaieii  then  followed  a  penod  m  which  l„ 
aeemed  to  regard  him  with  dialike,  and  even  with 
diwosl  I  and  ifatn  an  extraordinary  apeciea  of  con- 
nexion appeared  to  grow  tip  betwixt  them.    Varam 
dropped  tUoae  aire  of  preleiuran  and  gallantly  which 
had  maib)d  hia  former  approaches;  and  Amy,  on 
the  other  hand,  aeened  to  renounce  the  iU-dieguieed 
diaguatwith  which  ahe  had  regarded  them.    l!1iey 
•eemed  to  hav«  more  of  privacy  and   confidence 
u^ether,  than  I  ftilly  liked  i  and  I  auapected  that  ihey 
met  in  privates  whsre  there  was  le»«  restrai-'    — 
ut   our  preaanca.     Many  drcamatance^  v 
noticed  but  httls  at  the  time— for  1  deemed  hi 
OS  open  aa  her   angelic   eounlonance— hav 
•naan  on  my  memory,  to  convince  me  of  tl 
vata  undentanding.    Bui  t  need  not  deinil 
the  fact  qwaka  lor  itself.     She  vaniahed  fr 
fiuber'a  honae— Vamey  disappeared   at   th 
time— and   ihia  vary  day  I  have  seen   her 
character  of  hia  pjmmour,  Uvinfi  --  •'■-  ' 


aordid  dependant  Foater, 
and  by  a  aecrei  entrance. 

"^id   thi^    then,  ia  1..^-  »....^  ...   j^~-  ^ — -^. . 

MethinkiiVau  ahonld  have  been  enre  ibal  the  fair 

lady  eilher  deared  or  deserved  your  interference. " 

Mine  boat,"  answered  Tresailian,      my  fai 


Lied  by  hi 

lae  nf  your  qnarren 


Md-aporta,  the  recollection   tbi 
dau^tn — a  reeolketion  which   ~ 
from  him  under  circumatances  tne  moe 
could  not  brook  the  idea  that  he  should  . 
and  Amy  in  guilt;  fnd  I  endeavonred 


and  anon  breaks 
■lelic,    I 


family. 


_je  of  inducing  her  ._ 

found  her.  anil  when  I  havi  

'  attempt,  or  have  fbond  it  altogether 
•>iia'i,iiuK,  11  ID  my  purpose  to  embark  for  the  Vir. 
gmia  voyage." 

"Bo  Qoi  so  raah,  good  air,"  repUed  Qilee  Gosling; 
"  and  eaal  not  yourself  away  becaiwe  a  woman— to 
be  brief— ia  a  woman,  and  cbangea  her  loiera  like 
bar  ami  of  nbande,  with  no  better  reason  than  mere 


And  e 


.  j_. eaof  anaptoondirecHd 

tnily  to  this  lady's  reMdnce,  or  rather  to  hac 

piace  uf  cmcsalmentr 

"  The  last  ia  the  batter  choaen  word,  mine  host," 
anewered  TreseiUanj  "and  touching  your  queiatiao, 
the  knowledge  thai  Vamey  held  laive  grania  of  dM 
di-mpaneB  formeriy  belonging  lo  the  Honks  of  Abing- 
directed  me  lo  this  neighbourhood;  and  your 
-'-'  — irade  Poster,  gave  me 


vtiew-a< 


"  Aiid  what  ia  n 


w  your  piopoaei  ^ 
hoaL"^aaid  IVest 


:k>  broadly." 


new  my  vinl  to  theptaceof  hi 

and  to  sedt  a  inQre  detailed  ci 

than  I  have  had  to-day.     She  moat  inoeetl  tie  wMely 

changed  Irom  what  ahe  once  was,  if  my  words  miks 

no  impreaaion  upon  her." 

"Under  your  favour,  Maator  Treaaiiian,"  anU  ibe 
landlord,  "^yon  can  follow  no  such  course.  Thetady, 
if  I  underatand  you,  has  abnidy  rejected  yonr  inter- 
ference in  the  matter." 

"It  is  bat  too  true,"  said  Treaaiiian;  "  I  cannot 

"  iTien,  many,  by  what  right  or  interest  do  yon 
procesa  a  conipulaory  inlerference  with  hn-  inclaia- 
lion,  diBRrgceful  as  ii  may  be  to  herself  and  to  her 
parenlsT  Unless  my  jvdgtnentgnlls  me,  those  under 
whose  protection  she  has  thrown  hereelt  would  bass 
small  hesil all — "■  '       " 

were  that  of 


...  ._  ._j„.  ,_„.  jnlerftrence,  c ., 

I  father  or  brother ;  but  as  a  discarded 


1)] 

f^'.  „.   ... . 

by  the  story  of  thine  own  wrongs,  the  favourite  Eail 
dated  as  soon  leap  into  llie  Tlames  at  the  fiilleel  and 
deftest,  as  offer  to  protect  Vsmey  in  a  cause  of  tbia 
nature.  But  to  do  this  with  any  chance  of  succeaa, 
you  must  go  formally  to  work ;  and,  withoni  ataying 
here  to  till  with  the  msstei  of  horse  to  a  privy  coun- 
cillor, and  eipoae  yourself  to  the  dagtipr  of  hia 
cameiadoes,  you  ahould  hie  you  to  Devonshiiip,  get  a 
petition  drawn  up  for  Sir  Hugh  Robsan,  and  make 
aa  many  Irienda  as  you  can  to  forward  your  inlereal 

"You  have  sp 
lian,  "andlwiir 

"  Nny,  leave  me  to-night,  s 
cornea,  said  the  landlora.  "j  never  prayeo  lor  a 
gueat'a  arrivBl  more  eagErly  than  I  do  to  have  you 
safely  gone.  My  kinsman's  destiny  is  most  like  to  be 
hanged  for  something,  bul  I  would  not  that  (he  cause 
werelho  murderof  an  honoured  guest  of  mine.  'Bet- 
ter ride  aafe  in  the  dark,'  aaya  the  croveib,  '  than  in 
dayhght  with  a  cul-throal  b(  your  elbow.'  Come,  sir, 
I  move  you  for  your  own  salety.    Yourhorae  and  all 


leely,  you 
'"Theys 


der  a   noble."  said  TrceailiMl, 

thehoBl;  "(rive  the  balance  to  nreitr 
'  -^  ofthehpuea." 


yourdau^ter,  and  The 
"""" of  your  ' 


you  ahould  taate  t^  my  daoj^ter'B  lip*  In 


EENILWORTR. 


gfauAU  ukDonMsnieDt,  bni  ■!  ihii  boor  At  ean- 
Dol  Bice  ihe  poreh  to  firaet  your  departure." 

"Do  Dot  Inisl  your  daughicr  too  fiir  with  ynur 
goMMi  my  good  landlonl,"  raid  l^vsnlian. 

"O,  sir,  ws  will  kecv  mraauTE:  btit  I  wonder  iMiI 
that  you  en  jealoua  of  them  all.—Hav  I  craTe  to 
know  mthwbaluiMcl  thefoirladyallKePlaceyea- 
icrday  nceiTad  you  T' 

"I  own,"  MioTreaallian,  "il  waa  aogrraa  weilia 
confiiasd,  and  aSorda  me  kitle  hope  Ihat  she  ia  yet 
awakened  from  faer  unhaiipy  delunoa." 

"In  thai  caa&  air,  t  see  not  why  yoii  ebouM  play 
ihe  champion  of  a  wench  that  will  none  of  you,  and 
incur  Ihe  reaenlnienl  of  a  fayourile'a  (avourile.  aa  dao- 
)(enniB  a  monattr  aa  ever  knight  admiDIunir  encoun- 
tered in  the  oU  alOTy  booka."^ 

"  You  do  ma  wrong  in  the  mippoaition,  mine  hoal— 
KTOUwroDA"  eaid 'IWailian ;  I  do  not  desire  that 
Amy  efaould  ever  turn  thou^t  upon  me  more.  Let 
me  but  Bee  bcr  restored  to  her  father,  and  all  I  have 
(o  do  in  Europe — perh^a  in  Ihe  world — ia  over  and 

"  A  wieer  reaolution  were  to  drink  a  cup  or  aack, 
and  foratt  ha,"  >aid  the  landlord.  "But  Gvc-and- 
Iwaniy  and  fifty  look  on  those  maltera  with  diflereat 
oyaa,  eajwdally  when  one  case  of  peepere  is  aei  in  the 
akull  of  a  young  gallant,  and  the  other  in  that  of  an 
old  publican.    1  fnty  you,  Haster  TVeesilian,  hut  I 


loflhoBSBt  the  Plato, 


,U"»!L' 


lo  ^e  ale  Jx 


freely  btwtow  ii  on  you." 

"Nay,  air,"  aaid  the  landlord,  " I  desire  no  recom- 
peuae — but  11  aeema  an  unadviaed  course  in  me,  beinjg 
mapubhehna  loconneci  myself  in  a  matter  of  thia 

"You,  and  aiery  faiher  in  the  land,  who  would 
have  hia  datwhter  released  flnm  the  anarea  of  shame, 
and  sin,  and  misery,  hate  an  imeresi  deeper  than 
aught  concerning  earth  only  could  create." 

^Well,  air."  aaid  the  host.  "  these  are  brave  words; 
and  I  do  piiy  from  my  soul  the  frank-hearted  old  gen- 
tleman, who  he!  miniahed  his  eetaie  in  good  house- 
keeping for  the  honour  of  hia  country,  and  now  has 
his  daughter,  who  should  be  the  stay  of  his  age,  arid 
aa  forth,  whiaked  up  by  such  a  kite  ae  this  Vamey. 
And  though  your  part  m  the  matter  is  aomewhal  of 
Ihe  wildest,  yet  I  will  e'en  be  a  madcap  for  company, 
and  hdp  you  in  your  honest  attempt  to  gel  bach  the 
good  man's  child,  ao  far  aa  being  your  faithhit  intel- 
Ggencer  can  serre.  And  aa  I  ahall  be  true  io  you,  I 
pray  you  w  be  inisiy  to  me,  and  keep  my  secret ;  for 
It  were  bad  far  the  custom  of  the  Black  Bear,  ahould 
it  be  aaid  the  bear-waider  inlerfertd  in  such  matteri. 
Varney  haa  interest  enough  with  the  justices  to  dia- 
mount  my  noble  emblem  from  the  poai  on  whirh  he 
swings  so  gallantly,  lo  call  in  my  license,  and  ruin 
me  from  garret  to  cellar." 

"  Do  not  doubi  my  secresy,  mine  boat."  aaid  Tres- 
siLen  ;  "I  will  relsin,  besides,  the  deepeai  senseof  thy 
service,  and  of  the  nskihou  doat  run—remember  the 
rinKia  myaare  token.— And  now,  (arewell— fori!  was 
thy  wise  advice  thai  I  iJiould  tarry  hers  as  short  a 

"  Pbllow  me,  ihen  Sr  GueB^"  aaid  the  landlord, 
"  and  tread  as  eenily  as  if  ens  were  under  your 
fool,  inalead  of  deal  boarda.~na  man  must  kiiow 
whnn  or  how  you  dqiartcd." 

By  the  aid  of  hia  Aaiii  lanlem  he  conducted  Tres- 
Nilian,  as  noon  as  he  had  made  himself  ready  for  hia 
journey,  ihrough  a  long  inmcacy  of  pasaages,  which 
opened  loan  outer  court  nnd  from  thence  to  aremoie 
Mablr,  where  he  had  already  placed  hlaBAieat'e  horac. 
He  then  aided  him  lo  fasten  on  the  saddle  the  email 
porimajitle  which  contained  hia  necessaries,  opened 
a  postern-door,  and  wiiha  hearty  ahake  of  the  hand, 

and  a  reiieration  of  hi- ■--  ■-  — — '  —      '^    ■ 

wentonalCumi...  . 
his  aoUlary  journey. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


- by  Oilea  Gosling,  that  Treaailian  _,™.,. 

avoid  being  seen  in  the  neLghbourhood  of  Cuinnor 
by  those  whom  accident  njjghl  make  early  risers,  the 
landlord  had  given  bun  a  route,  ronsisling  of  varioua 
byways  and  lanes,  which  he  wu  to  follow  in  succeS' 
aion.^d  which,  all  the  ti^s  and  short-cuts  duly  ob- 


"To  ahoe  my  horae,  aood  dame,"  answered  TrB»- 
eilien :  "  you  may  see  that  he  has  thrown  a  Ibre-fbot 

-faster  Holiday  I"  exclaimed  the  dame,  without 
returning  any  direct  answer— "  Maater  Henamu* 
Holiday,  came  and  apeak  to  mon,  and  pleasa  you." 

"  Farclt  tingTi''."  answered  a  voice  from  within  i 
"I  cannot  now  come  forth  Gammer  Sludge,  beintcin 
the  very  awcetcal  bit  of  my  morning  studies." 

"Nay,  but,  good  now,  Maaiar  Iloliday,  oomo  y« 
out,  do  ye— Here's  a  mon  would  to  Wayland  Smith, 
sno  I  care  not  to  show  him  way  to  deifil— hia  horas 


"  <ju><i  mihi  I 


t  taioHq  ?■'  rephed  the  n: 


I  hoiMM  pedajngue,  Ibr  sucl 
A  tong,  lean,  abamblina,  si 
lunted  by  a  bewi  thatched 


leanuDg  from  wilhin;  "I  think  ihm  ia 

man  in  the  hundred,  and  Ibey  cannot  shoe  a  bora* 
without  him  I" 

And  forth  came  the  hoitest  n 
dress  bespoke  him.    A  long,  le —  — 

ing  Sgur&  was  suimounted  by  a  head ..— 

lank  black  hair,  somewhat  inclining  to  gray.  Hia  fsa- 
turn  had  the  caat  of  habitual  authority,  which  1  aup- 
pose  DionyaiuB  carried  with  him  from  the  ihrone  to 
the  schoolma Bier's  pulpil,  and  bajueathed  as  a  lega- 
cy to  all  of  the  same  profeBsion.  A  black  buckram 
cBBBock  was  gathered  at  hiB  middle  with  a  beti.  at 
whicli  hung,  instead  "'  '■"■'-  "-  — ■" — "    -  ""-Ji- 

tho  olher  aide,  like  H , - ,  _— 

he  carried  in  his  hand  the  tattered  volume  which  he 
had  been  busily  peruaing. 
On   seeing  a  person  of  Treaalian's  sppeuance. 


JCENIL^QRTH; 


rCHAV.IX 


which  he  was  better  able  4o  estimmte  than  the  country 
folks  had  been,  the  achoohnaater  unbonnetted,  and 
accosted  him  with,  "  Salve,  domine,  IntdUgitfu  Un- 
guam  Laiinam  T* 

TreeaiUan  mustered  hia  learning  to  reply.  **  lAngwe 
LaHtut  haud  pcnUus  ignaruM^  tenia  two,  domine  eru- 
dUissimt,  vemaculam  Kbeniitta  loquor" 

The  Latin  reply  had  upon  the  schoolmaster  the  ef- 
fect "which  the  mason's  sign  is  said  to  produce  on  the 
brethren  of  the  trowel.  He  was  at  onc^  interested  in 
the  learned  traveller,  listened  with  gravity  to  his  sto- 
ry of  a  tired  horse  and  a  lost  shoe,  and  then  replied 
with  solemnity,  "  It  may  appear  a  simple  thing,  most 
worshipful,  to  reply  to  you,  that  there  dwells,  within 
a  bnef  mile  of  these  tuguru^  the  best /after /errari- 
U9^  the  most  accompushed  blacksmith  that  ever 
nailed  iron  upon  horse.  Now,  were  I  to  say  so, 
I  warrant  me  you  would  think  yourself  compot  voH, 
or,  as  the  vulgar  have  it,  a  made  man." 

"  I  should  at  least,"  said  Tressilian,  "have  a  direct 
answer  to  a  plain  question,  which  seems  difficult  to 
be  obtained  in  thia  countrv." 

'*  It  is  a  mere  sendingof  a  sinful  soul  to  the  evil  un," 
said  the  old  woman,  "me  sending  a  living  creature  to 
Wayland  Smith." 

"Peace,  Gammer  Sludge!"  said  the  peduogue ; 
**pauca  verha^  Oammer  Sludge ;  look  to  the  rarmi^, 
Gammer  §lludge;  curetur  jerUaeulum^  Grammer 
Sludge;  this  gentleman  is  none  of  thy  gos8q>s." 
Then  turning  to  Tressilian,  he  resumed  his  lofty  tone, 
"And  so,  most  worshipful,  vou  would  really  think 
yourself  y«/ur  bit  terque,  should  I  point  out  to  you  the 
dwellmg  of  this  same  smith  ?" 

"  Sir?*  replied  Tressilian,  "  I  ahould  in  that  case 
have  aU  that  I  want  at  present— a  horse  fit  to  carry 
me  forward,  out  of  heanng  of  your  learning."  The 
last  words  he  muttered  to  nimself. 

"  O  coxa  nuna  mortaliumf*  said  the  learned  man; 
*'  wen  was  it  suns  bjr  Junius  Juvenalis,  *  numinUnu 
tola  exaudita  maRgms  f* 

,  "Learned  Magister,"  said  Tressilian,  "your  erudi- 
tion so  greatly  Mceeds  my  poor  intellectual  capacity, 
that  you  must  excuse  my  asking  elsewhere  for  infor- 
mation which  I  Can  better  understand." 

"There  again  now."  replied  the  pedagogue,  "how 
ibndly  you  fly  from  nim  that  would  instruct  you ! 
Truly  said  Quintilian" 

"  I  pray,  sir,  let  Qnintilian  be  for  the  present,  and 
answer,  m  a  word  and  in  English,  if  your  learning 
can  condesc^d  so  far,  whether  there  is  any  place  here 
where  I  can  n#re  opportunity  to  refreah  my  horse, 
until  I  can  have  him  shod  1" 

"  Thus  much  courtesy,  or,"  said  the  schoolmaster, 
"I  can  readily  render  you,  that  although  there  is  in 
this  poor  liamlet  {nostra  paupera  rtgna\  no  r^;ular 
hotpitium^  as  my  namesake  Erasmus  calleth  it,  yet, 
forasmuch  as  you  are  somewhat  imbued,  or  at  least 
tinged  as  it  were,  with  good  letters,  I  will  use  my  in- 
terest with  the  good  woman  of  the  bouse  to  accom- 
modate you  with  a  platter  of  fulmity^a'h  wholesome 
food  for  which  I  have  found  no  Lajdn  phrase— ^your 
horse  shall  have  a  share  of  the  t'ow-house,  with  a 
bottle  of  sweet  hay,  in  which  this  good  woman  Sludge 
•o  much  abounds,  that  it  may  oe  said  of  her  cow, 
famum.  habetin  eomu ;  and  if  it  please  you  to  bestow 
on  me  the  pleasure  of  your  company,  the  banquet 
null  cost  jrou  ne  temitaem.  guidem^  so  much  is  Gam- 
mer Sludge  bound  to  me  for  the  pams  I  have  bestow- 
ed on  the  top  and  bottom  of  her  hopeAil  heir  Dickie, 
whom  I  have  painfully  made  to  travel  through  the 
accidence" 

"Now,  God  yield  ye  for  it.  Master  Herasmus," 
said  the  good  Gammer,  "and  grant  that  little  Dickie 
may  be  the  better  for  this  accident !— and  for  the 
rest,  if  the  gentleman  Ust  to  stay,  breakfast  shall  be 
on  me  boara  in  the  wringing  of  a  diahclout ;  and  for 
horse-meat,  and  roan's  meat,  l  bear  no  such  base  mind 
as  to  ask  a  penny." 

Considering  the  state  of  his  horse,  Tressilian,  upon 
the  whole,  saw  no  better  vcnirae  than  to  accept  the 
mvitatbn  thus  learnedly  made  and  hospitably  con- 
finned,  and  take  chance  that  when  the  good  peda- 
gogue had  exhauated  every  topic  of  conversation,  he 
mignt  poastbly  condescend  to  tell  him  where  he  could 


find  the  smith  they  spoke  o£  He  entered  tiie  Int  ac- 
cordingly, and  sat  down  with  the  leajned  i^ftm^ 
Erasmus  Holiday,  partook  of  his  furmity,  and  lita- 
ed  to  his  learned  account  of  himself  for  m  good  half 
hour,  ere  he  could  get  him  to  talk  upon  any  other 
topic.  The  reader  will  readily  excuse  our  ^^-i^imnia- 
nying  this  man  of  learning  into  all  the  details  witk 
wnicn  he  favoured  TressiUan,  of  whidi  the  foUowiog 
sketch  may  suffice. 

He  was  bom  at  Hogsnorton,  where,  accotdiflg  to 
popular  saying,  the  piga  play  upon  the  organ ;  a  pro- 
verb which  he  mterpretea  aUegorically.  as  haiw  n- 
ference  to  the  herd  of  Epiomis,  or  which^bia 
Horace  confessed  himself  a  porker.  His  name  a( 
Erasmus,  he  derived  partiv  from  his  fother  faavioa 
been  the  son  of  a  renowned  washerwoman,  who  m 
held  that  mat  scholar  in  clean  linen  all  the  wide  he 
was  at  Oubrd ;  a  task  of  some  difllculty.  as  be  was 
only  possessed  of  two  shirts,  "  the  one/\as  she  ex* 
pressed  herself  "  to  waah  the  other."  The  vestige* 
of  one  of  those  camteue,  as  Master  Holiday  boastai 
were  still  in  his  possession,  having  fortunately  ben 
detained  by  his  grandmother  to  cover  the  balance  ot 
her  bill.  But  he  thought  there  was  a  still  higher  and 
overruling  cause  for  kiis  having  had  the  name  <tf 
Erasmus  conferred  on  him,  namely,  the  secret  pre- 
sentiment of  his  mother's  mind,  thau  in  the  babe  t» 
be  christened,  was  a  hidden  geniua.  which  ahoidd  coe 
day  lead  him  to  rival  the  fame  of  the  great  scholar  oi^ 
Amsterdam.  The  schoolmaster's  surname  led  him 
as  far  into  a  dissertation  as  his  Christian  appdlative. 
He  was  incUned  to  think  that  he  bore  the  name  of 
Holiday  gwui  htcaa  a,  non  kteendOf  because  be  gave 
such  few  nolidays  to  his  sdio<^.  "  HenceJ'  said  be, 
"the  schoolmaster  is  termed,  classically,  LMtk  Ma- 
gUter,  becauae  be  deprives  boys  of  their  play."  And 
yet,  on  the  other  hand,  he  thought  it  mi^t  bear  a^^*- 
ry  difierent  interpretation,  and  refer  to  his  own  exqui- 
site art  in  arranging  pageants,  morris-dances,  Mar- 
day  festivities,  ana  such  like  holiday  deligfata,  tct 
which  he  assured  Tressilian  he  had  positively  the 
purest  and  the  most  inventive  brain  in  England ;  inso- 
much, that  his  cunning  in  framing  such  pleasures  hul 
made  him  known  to  many  honourable  persons  both 
in  country  and  court,  and  especially  to  the  noble  Ead 
of  Leicester—"  And  although  he  may  now  seem  to 
forget  me,"  he  said,  "in  the  multitude  of  atate  af- 
fain,  yet  I  am  well  assured,  that  had  he  some  pnttr 
pastime  to  array  for  entertainment  of  the  Qneec'i 
Grace,  horse  and  man  would  be  seeking  the  bombk 
cottage  of  Erasmus  Holiday.  Parvo  cmUentuSt  m 
the  meanwhile  I  hear  my  pupils  parse,  and  oonstnx: 
worshipful  sir,  and  drive  away  my  time  with  the  tin 
of  the  Muses.  And  I  have  at  all  times,  wboi  in  cor- 
respondence with  foreign  scholars,  subscribed  myself 
Erasmus  ab  Die  Fausto,  and  have  enjoyed  the  <&>- 
tinction  due  to  the  learned  under  ^hat  title ;  witness 
the  erudite  Diedrichua  Buckerscboduus,  wbo  dedica- 
ted to  me  under  that  title  bia  treatise  on  Uie  letter 
Tau.  In  fine^  sir,  I  have  been  a  happy  and  a  distifi- 
guished  man." 

"  Long  may  it  be  so,  sir  f  said  the  traveller ;  ''btit 
permit  me  to  ask,  m  your  own  learned  phrase,  Quid 
hoc  ad  Ipfwcli  bores,  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the 
shoeing  of  my  poor  nsR  ?" 

"  Festina  lenie,^*  said  the  man  of  learning,  "  we 
will  presently  come  to  that  point  You  roustknow 
that  some  two  or  three  yeare  paat  thoe  came  to 
these  parts  one  who  called  himself  Doctor  Dchockuti, 
although  it  may  be  he  never  wrote  even  Afofrism'CT- 
tiumj  save  in  nght  of  his  hungry  bdly.  Or  it  may  br, 
that  if  he  had  any  degrees,  they  were  of  the  devO'i 
giving,  for  he  was  what  the  vidgar  call  a  white  witrfa 
— a  cunning  man,  and  such  like.— Now,  good  m.  1 
perceive  you  are  impatient ;  but  if  a  man  tell  not  n» 
tale  his  own  way,  now  have  you  warrant  to  thmk 
that  he  can  tell  it  in  youra?" 

"Well,  then,  learned  sir,  take  your  way."  an- 
swered Tressilian ;  "  only  let  us  travel  at  a  naiper 
pace,  for  my  time  is  somewhat  of  the  ahortest." 

"Well,  su*,"  resumed  Erasmus  Holiday,  with  the 
most  provoking  perseverance,  "I  will  not  say  that 
thia  same  Demetrius,  for  so  he  wrote  himseu  whea 
m  foreign  parts,  was  an  actual  coiuurer,  but    ^  ^ 
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it  i«i  that  he  profeBeed  to  be  a  brother  of  the  mystical 
Order  of  the  jRosy  Cross,  a  diaoiple  of  G^ier  Ux  no- 
mine cufus  v«nU  verbum  vtmaculum^  gibbcrtak.)  He 
cured  wounds  by  salving  the  weapon  instead  of  the 
aoYe--told  fortunes  by  palmistry— discovered  stolen 
XQodfl  by  the  sieve  and  shears—fiathered  the  right 
maddow  and  the  male  fern  seed  through  use  of 
which  men  walk  invisible— pretended  some  advances 
towards  the  panacea,  or  universal  elixir,  and  afibcted 
to  convert  good  lead  into  sorrv  silver." 

"In  oth^  words,"  said  Tressilian,  "he  was  a 
ouacksalver  and  common  cheat ;  but  what  has  all 
this  to  do  with  my  nag,  and  the  shoe  which  he  has 
lofltT' 

**  With  your  worshipful  patience,"  replied  the  dif- 
foaive  man  of  letters,  "  you  shall  understand  that 
presently— iTo^ien^  then,  right  worshipful,  which 
word,  according  to  our  Marcus  Tullius,  is '  diJficiHum 
rerum  diuma  perpessio.*  This  same  Demetrius  Do- 
boobie,  after  dealing^  with  the  country,  as  I  have  told 
you,  began  to  acquire  fome  inUr  magnoAu*  among 
the  prime  men  of  the  land,  and  there  is  likeunood  he 
might  have  aspired  to  great  matters,  had  no^  ac- 
cording to  vulgar  fame  Ifor  I  aver  not  the  thiuK  as 
according  with  my  certain  knowledge,)  the  devil 
claimed Fis  right,  one  dark  night,  and  flown  off  vrith 
Demetriiuk  who  was  never  seen  or  heard  of  after- 
wards. Now  here  comes  the  medulla,  the  very  mar- 
row of  my  tale.  This  Doctor  Doboobie  had  a  ser- 
vant, a  poor  snake,  whom  he  employed  in  trimming 
his  furnace,  regulating  it  by  just  measure— oompound- 
hia  drugs — tracing  his  drcles — cajoling  his  patients, 
ei  sic  de  ac/«7*w.— Well,  right  worshipful,  the  Doctor 
bemK  removed  thus  strangely,  and  m  a  way  which 
atni^  the  whole  country  with  terror,  thisjpoor  Zany 
thinks  to  himself  in  the  words  of  Haro,  '  Uno  atmZ«o, 
non  deficit  alter;*  and,  even  as  a  tradesman's  ap- 
prentice sets  himself  up  in  his  master's  shop  when 
be  is  dead,  or  hath  retired  from  business,  so  doth  this 
Wayland  assume  the  dangerous  trade  of  his  defunct 
master.  But  although,  most  worshipful  sir,  the  world 
is  ever  prone  to  listen  to  the  pretensions  of  such  un- 
worthy men,  who  are,  indeed,  mere  saUim  boiuno, 
and  ekarlcUanu  though  usurping  the  style  and  skill  of 
doctors  of  medicine,  yet  the  pretensions  of  this  poor 
Zany,  this  Wayland,  were  too  gross  to  pass  on  them, 
nor  was  there  a  mere  rustic  a  villager,  who  was  not 
ready  to  accost  him  in  the  sense  of  Persius,  though 
in  their  own  rugged  words,— 

'  DihiM  heUebomm,  eerto  eompeseere  poneto 
Nmciim  exameu?  vetat  hoc  natora  roeaendi ;" 

-which  I  have  thus  rendered  in  a  poor  paraphrase  of 
haineown — 

Wilt  tbov  mix  hellebore,  who  doth  not  know, 
How  many  grain*  should  to  Uie  mixtnro  fol 
The  art  of  medicine  thia  forbids,  I  trow. 

Moreover,  the  evil  reputation  of  the  master,  and  his 
strange  and  doubtful  end,  or  at.  least  sudden  disap- 
pearance, prevented  any,  excepting  the  .most  despe- 
rate of  men,  to  seek  any  advice  or  opinion  from  the 
servant;  wherefore,  the  poor  vermin  was  likely  at 
first  to  swarf  for  very  hunger.  But  the  devil  that 
serves  him,  since  the deathcf  Demetrius  or  Doboobie, 
put  him  on  a  fresh  device.  This  knave,  whether  Grom 
the  inspiration  of  the  devil,  or  from  early  education, 
shoes  horses  better  than  eer  a.  man  betwixt  us  and 
Iceland ;  and  so  he  gives  up  his  practice  on  the  bi- 
p^da*  the  two-legged  and  unfledged  species  called 
mankind,  and  betakes  him  entirely  to  shoeing  of 
horses." 

"  Indeed !  and  where  does  he  lodge  all  this  time  ?" 
said  Tressilian.  "  And  does  he  shoe  horses  well  7— 
show  me  his  dwelling  presently." 

The  interruption  pleaised  not  theMagister,  who  ex- 
claimed, "  O,  ciBca  mens  mortalium !  though,  bv  the 
way,  I  used  that  quotation  before..  But  I  would  the 
classics  could  afford  me  any  sentiment  of  power  to 
stop  those  who  are  so  willing  to  rush  upon  tneir  own 
destruction.  Hear  but,  I  pray  you,  the  conditions  of 
this  man,"  said  he,  in  oontmuation,  "ere  you  are 
so  willing  to  place  yourself  within  his  danger' 

"  A'  takes  no  money  for  a's  work,"  said  the  dame, 
who  stood  by,  enraptured  as  it  were  with  the  fine 
3V 


words  and  learned  apothegms  which  glkied  so  fluent- 
ly from  her  erudite  inmate.  Master  Holiday.  But 
this  interruption  pleased  not  the  Magister,  more  than 
that  of  the  traveller. 

"  Peace."  said  he^  "  Gammer  Sludge  j  know  your 
place,  if  it  be  your  will.  Sujflamina,  Gammer  Sludge, 
and  allow  me  to  expoimdthis  matter  to  our  worship- 
ful guest.— Sir,"  said  he.  again  addressing  Tressilian, 

this  old  woman  speaks  true,  though  in  her  own 
rude  style ;  for  certainly  this  /aber  ferrarius,  or 
blacksmith,  takes  money  of  no  one." 

"And  that  is  a  sure  sign  he  deals  with  Satan," 
said  Dame  Sludge  t  "  since  no  good  Christian  would 
ever  refuse  the  wages  of  his  labour." 

'  The  old  woman  hath  touched  it  again,"  said  the 
pedagogue;  ''rem  acu  teiigUshe  hath  pricked  it 
with  her  needle's  point.— This  Wayland  takes  no  mo- 
ney, mdeed,  nor  doth  he  show  himself  to  any  one." 

And  can  this  madman,  for  such  I  hold  niro,"  said 
the  traveller,  "know  aught  hke  good  skill  of  his 
trade?" 

"  p,  9ir,  in  that  let  us  save  the  devil  his  due— Muld- 
ber  himself;  with  all  his  Cyclops,  could  hardly  amend 
hun.  But  assuredly  there  is  little  wisdom  in  taking 
counsel  or  receiving  aid  from  one,  who  is  but  too 
plainly  m  league  with  the  author  of  evU." 
.  "  I  must  take  my  chance  of  that,  good  Master  Ho- 
liday," said  Tressihan,  rising;  "and  as  my  horse 
must  now  have  eaten  his  provender,  I  must  needs 
thank  you  for  your  good  cheer,  and  pray  you  to  show 
me  this  man's  residence,  that  I  may  have  the  means 
of  proceeding  on  my  journey.  * 

Ay,  ay,  do  ye  show  him.  Master  Herasmus,"  said 
the  old  dame,  who  was,  perhaps,  desirous  to  get  her 
house  freed  of  her  guest;  "a'  must  needs  go  when 
the  devil  drives." 

"  Do  manust'*  said  the  Magister,  "  I  submit— taking 
the  world  to  witness,  that  inave  possessed  this  ho- 
nourable gentleman  with  the  full  ii\justico  which  he 
has  done  and  shall  do  to  his  own  soul,  if  he  becomes 
thus  a  trinketer  with  Satan.  Neither  will  I  go  forth 
with  our  guest  myself,  but  rather  send  my  pupil.— 
Ricarde!  Adtis^  nebula." 

"  Under  your  favour,  not  so,"  answered  the  old  wo- 
man ;"  you  may  peril  your  own  soul,  if  you  list,  but 
my  son  shall  budge  on  no  such  errand ;  and  I  won- 
der at  yoiL  Domine  Doctor,  to  propose  such  a  piece 
of  service  tor  little  Dickie."  \ 

"Nay,  my  good  Gammer  Sludge,"  answered  the 
preceptor^  Rlcardus  shall  go  but  to  the  top  of  the 
hill,  and  mdicate  with  his  digit  to  the  stranger  the 
dwelling  of  Wayland  Smith.  Believe  not  that  any 
evil  can  come  to  him,  he  having  read  this  morning, 
fasting,  a  chapter  of  the  Septuagint,  and,  moreover, 
having  had  his  lesson  in  the  Grede  Testament." 

"  Ay."  said  his  mother.  "  and  I  have  sewn  a  sprig 
of  witch's  elm  in  the  neck  of  un's  doublet,  ever  smce 
that  foul  thief  has  begun  his  practices  on  man  and 
beast  in  these  parts."  '^ 

"And  as  he  goes  oft  (as  I  hugely  suspect)  towards 
this  conjurer  for  his  own  pastime,  he  may  for  once  go 
thither,  or  near  it,  to  pleasure  us.  and  to  assist  this 
stranger.— ^ri^o,  A«i*,  Ricarde!  adsia^  qutuo^  mi 
didascule." 

The  pupil,  thus  affectionately  invoked,  at  length 
came  stumbling  into  the  room ;  a  oueer,  shambling, 
ill-made  urchin,  who,  by  his  stunted  growth,  seamed 
about  twelve  or  thirteen  years  old,  though  he  was 
probably,  in  reaUty,  a  year  or  two  older,  with  a  car- 
roty pate  in  huge  disorder,  a  freckled  sunburnt  visage, 
with  a  snub  nose,  a  long  chin,  and  two  peery  gray 
eyes,  which  had  a  droll  obliquity  of  vision  approach- 
ing to  a  squint,  though  perhaps  not  a  decided  one.  It 
was  impossible  to  look  at  the  little  man  without 
some  die^sition  to  laugh,  especially  when  Gammer 
Sludge,  seizing  upon  and  kissing  him,  in  spite  of  his 
strugghng  and  kicking  in  reply  to  her  caresses,  term- 
ed him  her  own  precious  pearl  of  beauty. 

"  Ricarde^'*  said  the  preceptor,  "  you  must  forth- 
with (which  is  prqfecio)  set  forth  so  far  as  the  top  of 
the  hill,  and  show  tms  man  of  worship  Wayland 
Smith's  workshop." 

"A  proper  errand  of  a  morning,"  said  the  boy,  in 
better  language  than  Tressilian  expected ;  "  and  who 
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knows  but  the  devil  may  fly  away  with  me  before  I 
comeback?" 

"Ay^  marry  may  un,"  aaid  Dame  Sludge^  and 
you  might  have  thought  twice,  Master  Domme.  ere 
you  sent  my  dainty  dak-ling  on  arrow  such  errand.  It 
18  not  for  such  doings  I  feed  your  belly  and  clothe 
your  back,  I  warrant  you !" 

"  Pshaw — nug(Ej  good  Gammer  Sludge,"  answer- 
ed the  preceptor ;  I  insure  you  that  Satan,  if  there 
be  Satan  in  the  case,  shall  not  touch  a  thread  of  his 
garment ;  for  Dickie  can  say  his  pater  with  the  best, 
and  may  defy  the  foul  fiend — EumenideA,  Stygium- 
guc  ne/as" 

*'  Ay,  and  I,  as  I  said  before,  have  sewed  a  sprig  of 
the  mountain-ash  into  his  collar,"  said  the  good  wo- 
man, "  which  will  avail  more  than  your  clerkship,  I 
wus ;  but  for  all  that,  it  is  ill  to  seek  the  devil  or  his 
mates  either." 

"My  good  boy,"  said  TressiUan,  who  saw,  from  a 
grotesque  sneer  on  Dickie's  face,  that  he  was  more 
nkely  to  act  upon  his  own  bottom  than  by  the  in- 
struction of  his  elders,  "I  Moll  give  thee  a  silver  groat, 
my  pretty  fellow,  if  you  will  out  guide  me  to  this 
man  8  forge." 

The  boy  gave  him  a  knowing  side-look,  which 
seemed  to  promise  acauieecence,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  exclaimed,  "1  be  your  guide  to  Wayland 
Smith's!  Why.  man,  did  I  not  say  that  the  devil 
might  fly  off  witn  m&  just  as  the  kite  there"  (looking 
to  the  wmdow)  "is  nymg  off  with  one  of  grandam's 
chicks  r* 

"The kite!  the  kite!"  exclaimed  the  old  woman  in 
return,  and  forgetting  all  other  matters  in  her  alarm, 
hastened  to  the  rescue  of  her  chicken  as  fast  as  her 
old  Ws  could  carry  her. 

"Now  for  it,"  said  the  urchin  to  Tressilian; 
"snatch  your  beaver,  get  out  vour  horse,  and  have  at 
the  silver  groat  you  spoke  of. 

"  Nay,  but  tarry,  tarry,"  said  the  preceptor,  "  Suf- 
Jlamina^  Ricardtr 

"Tarry  yourself,"  said  Dickie,  "and  think  what 
answer  you  are  to  make  to  granny  for  sending  me 
post  to  the  devil." 

The  teacher,  aware  of  the  responsibility  he  was 
incurring,  bustled  up  in  great  haste  to  lay  hold  of 
the  urchin,  and  to  prevent  his  departure ;  but  Dickie 
slipped  through  his  fingers,  bolted  from  the  cottage, 
ana  sped  him  to  the  top  of  a  neighbouring  rinng 
ground;  while  the  preceptor,  despairing,  by  well- 
taught  experience,  of  recovering  his  pupil  by  speed  of 
foot,  had  recourse  to  the  most  honied  Q)ithets  the 
LaUn  vocabulary  affords,  to  persuade  his  return.  But 
to  mi  anime^  corcuhim  meufk^  and  all  such  classical 
endearments,  the  truant  turned  a  deaf  ear,  and  kept 
frisking  on  the  top  of  the  rising  ground  like  a  goblm 
by  moonlight,  making  signs  to  nis  new  acquaintance, 
IVessilian,  to  follow  him. 

The  traveller  lost  no  time  in  getting  out  his  horse, 
and  departing  to  join  his  elvish  guide,  ai^er  half-for- 
cing on  the  poor  deserted  teacher  a  recompense  for 
the  entertainment  he  had  received,  which  partly 
allayed  the  terror  he  had  for  facing  the  return  of  the 
old  lady  of  the  mansion.  Apparently  this  took 
place  soon  afterwards;  for  ere  Tressiuan  and  his 
guide  had  proceeded  far  on  their  journey,  they  heard 
the  screams  of  a  cracked  female  voice  intermingled 
with  the  classical  objurgations  of  Master  Erasmus 
HoUday.  But  Dickie  Sludge,  equally  deaf  to  the 
voice  of  maternal  tendeniess  and  of  magisterial  au- 
thority, skipped  on  unconsciously  before  Tressilian, 
only  observing,  that  "  if  they  cried  themselves  hoarse, 
they  might  go  lick  the  honev-pot,  for  he  had  eaten 
up  all  the  hooey-comb  himself  on  yesterday  even." 


CHAPTER  X 

There  entertnc  in.  th«r  found  Um  goodman  seire. 
Pull  busylie  onto  his  work  ybent 
Who  was  to  weet  a  wretched  wearish  elf, 
WiUi  hollow  eyes  and  rawbotie  cheeks  forspent. 
As  If  he  bad  bcien  long  in  prison  pent 

TTU  Faery  Queene. 

"Am  we  fiu  from  the  dwelling  of  this  smith,  my 
pretty  ladl"  said  Tressilian  to  hu  young  guide. 


"How  is  it  yon  call  me?'*  said  the  boy,  lodung 
askew  at  him  wiiii  his  sharp  gray  cy(».  ' 

"I  call  you  my  pretty  lad— is  there  any  oflSenee  in 
that,  my  boy  9" 

"No—but  were  you  with  my  grandam  and  Do- 
minie Holiday,  you  might  sing  chonu  to  tbe  oid 
song  of 

'WeUirae 
Tom  Fools  be.* 

"  And  why  so,  my  little  man  ?"  said  Treesilian. 

"Because,^'  answered  the  ugly  urchin,  "you  aie 
the  only  three  ever  called  me  pretty  lad— Now  my 
grandam  does  it  because  she  is  parcel  blind  1^  age, 
and  whole  blind  bjr  kindred — and  my  master,  ute 
poor  Dominie,  does  it  to  currv  favour,  and  have  the 
fullest  platter  of  furmity,  and  the  warmest  seat  by 
the  fire.  But  what  you  call  me  pretty  lad  for,  yoe 
know  best  yourself. 

"  Thou  art  a  sharp  wag  at  least,  if  not  a  pretty  one. 
But  what  do  thy  playfellows  call  thee  7" 

"Hobgoblin,'^  answered  the* boy,  readily;  "but  for 
all  that,  I  would  rather  have  my  own  u^y  viznomy 
than  any  of  their  jolterheads,  that  have  no  more 
brains  in  them  than  a  brick-bat." 

"Then  you  fear  not  this  smith,  whom  you  are 
going  to  see?" 

"Me  fear  him !"  answered  the  boy;  "if  he  wen 
the  devil  folk  think  him,  I  would  not  fear  him :  but 
though  there  is  something  queer  about  him,  he  s  no 
more  a  devil  than  you  are,  and  tha^s  what  I  woukl 
not  tell  to  every  one." 

"  And  why  do  you  tell  it  to  me,  then,  my  boy  T* 
said  Tressilian. 

"  Because  you  are  another  guess  gentleman  than 
those  we  see  nere  everyday,"  replied  Dickie;  "and 
though  I  am  as  ugly  as  sm,  I  would  not  have  yon 
think  me  an  ass.  especially  as  I  may  have  a  boon  to 
ask  of  you  one  day." 

"  And  what  is  that,  my  lad,  whom  I  must  not  call 
pretty?"  replied  Tressilian. 

"  O,  if  I  were  to  ask  it  just  now,"  said  the  boy, 
"  you  would  deny  it  me— hut  I  will  wait  till  we  meet 
at  court" 

"At  coiirt,  Richard!  are  you  bound  for  court T 
said  Tressilian. 

"  Ay,  ay.  that's  just  like  the  rest  of  them,"  replied 
the  boy;  I  warrant  me  you  think^  what  should 
such  an  ill-fovoured,  scrambling  urchin  do  at  court  ? 
But  let  Richard  Shidge  alone ;  I  have  not  been  cock 
of  the  roost  here  for  nothmg.  I  will  make  sharp  wit 
mend  foul  feature." 

"  But  what  will  your  grandam  say,  and  your  tutor, 
Dominic  Holiday  f* 

"  E'en  what  they  like,"  replied  Dickie ;  "  the  one 
has  her  chickens  to  reckon,  and  the  other  has  his 
bovs  to  whip.  I  would  have  given  them  the  candle 
to  hold  long  since,  and  sho^^ni  this  tnm[ipery  hamlet 
a  fair  pair  of  heels,  but  that  Dominie  promises  I 
should  go  with  him  to  boar  share  in  the  next  pageant 
he  is  to  set  forth,  and  they  say  there  are  to  be  great 
revels  shordy." 

"And  whereabout  are  they  to  be  held,  my  little 
friend  ?"  said  Tressilian. 

"O,  at  some  castle  far  in  the  north,"  answered  his 
guide— "a  world's  breadth  from  Beikshire.  But  our 
old  Dominie  holds  that  they  cannot  go  forward  with- 
out him ;  and  it  may  be  he  is  right,  for  he  has  put  in 
order  many  a  fair  paigcant.  He  is  not  half  the  fool 
you  woiUd  take  him  for,  when  he  gets  to  worlOie 
understands ;  and  so  he  can  spout  verses  like  a  play- 
actor, when,  God  wot,  if  you  set  him  to  steal  a 
goose's  cgp,  he  would  be  drubbed  by  the  gander." 

"  And  you  are  to  play  a  part  in  his  next  show  7" 
said  Tressilian,  somewhat  interested  by  the  boy*6 
boldness  of  conversation,  and  shrewd  estimate  of 
character. 

"  In  faith,"  said  Richard  Sludg&  in  answer,  "  he 
hath  so  promised  me ;  and  if  he  break  his  word  it 
will  be  the  worse  for  him ;  for  let  me  take  the  bit  be- 
tween my  teeth,  and  turn  niy  head  down  hill,  and  I 
will  shake  him  off  with  a  fall  that  may  harm  his 
bones— And  I  should  not  like  much  to  hurt  him 
neither."  said  he,  "for  the  tiresome  old  fool  has  pain- 
fully laboured  to  teaoh  me  all  he  oould.~Bot  eoou^ 


Our.  XJ 

o/  Ihal—hen  an  m  ■ 
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wilh  B  greiit  one  in  [he  midii,  like  a  Conuah  barrowT' 
"  Ay,  Bad  thBt  great  flat  Bione  in  Iba  midBl,  which 

lies  BCTOH  the  lop.  of  ibeBe  uprights,"  aaid  the  boy, 

"iaWsyland  Smitti'i  counter,  that  you   mual  teu 

down  your  money  upon." 

"What  do  you  mean  by  tuch  folly?"  isiil  the 

uaveller,  b^innina  to  be  angry  with  the  boy.  and 

vexed  with  himselT  lor  having  iruBlod  auch  a  hare- 

onuned  guide 


m't,  and  then 

walk  out  of  the  drcle,  >it  dov 
that  little  thicket  of  buahes,  ai 
neither  to  ruht  not  to  left  for  ti 
KB  yoa  (hall  hear  the  hammei 
it  cesaea,  aay  your  prsyera  for 
tell  a  hundi^.  or  rount  over  i 
do  ae  welt,— and  then  come  in 
filldyour  money  gone  and  you 


three  times,  and  1 
:link.  ^  when^ 


■ehoolmeaiet;  but  if  you  play  off  yonr  wogaeryon 
me,  I  will  take  a  part  of  his  task  on  his  hnnds,  and 
punish  you  to  purpoae." 

"Ay,  when  you  can  catch  me!"  said  the  boy  j  and 
presently  look  to  hia  heels  acroia  the  heath,  with  a 
velocity  which  baffled  avery  attempt  of  Treaailiim  to 


varteir'  said  Treasiliani 

'Aha,  Master  Trareller."  said  the  ' 
s  marsh  hard  by  would  swallow  all  thi 
Queen's  Guard— I  will  into  it.  andaee' 
go  ihen.— Tou  ahall  hear  the  bittern  1: 
wild-drake  quack,  ere  you  get  hold  of  r 
eonaent,  I  pi — ■ " 

Treeiulian , ,  .. 

the  gronnd  behind  the  hillock.  „  „ 

aa  the  boy  aaid,  and  accordingly  determined  to  gtriko 
up  a  peace  with  ao  hght-fboled  and  ready-witted  an 
enemy—"  Come  down,"  he  said.  "  thou  mischievous 
brat  I — Leave  thy  mopping  and  mowing,  and  come 
hither;  1  will  do  theenohann,  sal  am  a  gentleman." 

Tiie  boy  answerad  his  itivitatton  with  the  utmost 
confidence,  and  danced  down  told  his  stanee  with 
a  galliard  aort  of  atep,  keeping  hia  eye  at  the  same 
dme  fixed  on  Treotlian'a,  wha  oocemorediamounl- 
ed,  stood  with  hia  horse's  bridle  in  hia  band.  breath- 


Ins,  and  half  exhausted  with  his  fhiitleei  oierdse. 
Uiourii  not  one  droit  of  moiature  appeared  on^ 
frecklod  forehead  of  the  urchin,  wluch  looked  like 
apieceofdry  and  diHcolouredpBrchmenLdtnwn  tight 
BcrOBS  the  brow  of  b  flpshlesB  skull. 

Andiellme/;  eaid -TreBBUian,  "  why  you  uBe  ma 
Ihua,  thou  mischievouB  imp  T  or  what  your  meoning 
IB  by  telhng  ma  so  absurd  a  legend  as  you  wiahal  but 
now  to  put  on  me?  Or  ralficr  show  me,  in  Rood 
eamrat,  this  ainith'a  fpise,  and  I  will  give  tliee  what 
will  buy  thee  appice  through  the  '  '    ' 


Dickie  Sludg 


■,  '1  can  miide  tht_ 

.ay  down  the  Bilver  token  c 
;  three  limea-iben  romc  sii 
dc  of  the  thicket  of  gorse  j  I 


r  dian  I 


ill  flit  by 
ead  ofC 


ion  him  for  you :" 

and  ahrill,  with  _     _ 
It  thrilled  itirough  Tresailia 
rhiBdincF. '  ■  ■  ■  ■ 


I  Bu^t  half  BO  lidi- 
^"5"rt-hoj™^r,_l 

iy  stiver  groat  he^ 

louder  than  an  un- 
s  TreaaiUan.  ha  vine 
l^amed  of  the  folly 
thistle— "You  must 
lo  knowB  where  the 
may_be  in  the  King 

ras  no  devil,"  refilied 
iierewithal  he  whiailed 


what  I  call  whiBtlinth''  loid  he,  after  he  had  repeated 
the  signal  thrice;  and  now  to  cover,  to  cover,  or 
Whiceibot  will  not  be  ahod  thia  day." 

Tiesadian,  mnaing  what  the  upshot  of  (his  mum- 
mery was  to  be,  yet  aalieAed  there  wsa  lo  be  aomo 
senons  rsaiut,  by  the  confUence  with  which  ilie  boy 
hsd  put  himself  m  his  powsr,  sufleied  himself  lo  be 
conducted  to  that  »de  of  the  little  Ihickel  of  ra>rse 
and  brushwood  whirh  was  farthest  from  the  circle  of 
stones,  and  there  Bat  down  :  and  as  it  occuriBd  lohim 
that,  after  sll,  this  might  be  a  trick  for  Btealing  his 
horse,  he  kmt  his  hBnd  on  the  boy's  ooUar,  deter- 
mined to  make  him  hostage  for  its  saJcty. 

"Now.  hush  and  listen."  anid  Dickie,  in  a  lo~ 
"you  will  Kion  hear  thetackof  a  hammi 


>f  earthly  iron,  for  the  at, ., 

w  from  the  moon."    And  in 

ef  sdiately  hear  the  tij^t  stroke 

of  n  famer  is  al  work.    "Tiio 

si  td,  in  so  very  lonely  a  place, 

01  larl  i  but  looking  at  the  boy, 

Bi  iTch  malieiaiis  eipreasion  of 

hi  lunshinsawandetiioyedhis 

B|  I  eonvmeed  that  the  whole 

w  m,  and  determined  to  know 

b;  uipose,  the  trick  was  play- 

AccordinBlv,  he  remained  perfectly  quiet  all  the 
time  that  the  nammer  continued  to  sound,  being  about 
the  mca  usuallv  employed  in  fixing  a  horse-shoe. 
But  the  instant  the  sound  ceased,  Tresmlian.  insiead 
of  inleipostng  the  space  of  time  which  hia  guide  had 
required,  started  up  with  hia  sword  in  his  hand,  ran 


a  bear-akin  dressed  with  the  flir  on 
same,  which  almost  hid  the  sooty 

lurea  of  the  wearer— "" '-  '- 

the  boy  to  Treasilian, 


le)  hOTved" 
of  doing  bi 


;",{."i 


the  boy  observed 

lor  the  menaces  of  the  fanier,  appeared 
o  cnange  iVesailian'a  purpose,  but  that  on  the  con- 
rary,  be  confronted  the  hammer  with  his  drawn 


kenilttorth: 


BDiith.  utdlbenslTlxi'  whimueal  feature*  of  (hebof, 
seen  fay  Ifae  ftioomy  and  impetfecl  lu^  t  of  the  charooal 
fire  ana  the  dying  lamp,  nccorded  very  well  with  all 
ttite  myaticll  appiiratue.  iind  in  llial  ngc  of  mperBli- 
ckin  would  have  made  some  impicEsion  on  the  coo- 
But  nature  bed  pndowi 
nervea,  and  hia  education, 

loo  Bedulously  improved  by  BuDsequcni  stuay  \o  give 
way  to  any  imaginBry  terrors;  and  after  girinB  ■ 
glance  around  him,  he  again  demaoded  of  the  artiit 
who  he  was,  and  by  what  Occident  he  Came  to  know 
and  sddreaa  him  byhiBaune. 

"  Your  worship  eannol  but  remember,"  said  the 
Bmith,"  ihat  about  three  years  since,  upon  Saint  Lu- 
cy'a  Evejhere  eatne  ■  travelling;  jumUr  to  a  cerlatD 
ball  in  Devonshire,  and  exhibited  ntsakill  bdbie  ■ 
worahipful  knight  and  a  fair  company'— I  see  ftom 
your  worship's  countenance,  dack  as  1hi«  place  is,  that 
my  memory  has  not  doce  me  wrong." 

'*  Thou  ha«i  said  enouf^"  said  Trcsailian,  nmiinc 
sway,  as  wiahins  to  lude  from  the  speaker  the  pain- 
ful train  of  recoUeciiona  which  hia  discourse  bad  un- 
consciously awakened. 
"  Thejuegler,"  said  the  smilh.  "played  his  pai'tBa 

bi '"    that  (he  clowns  and  clown-like  squires  m 

ih  ipatiy  held  hia  art  to  be  little  leas  than  niui- 

ci  there  wBB  otie  maiden  of  fifteen,  or  ihereciy, 

w  '  fairest  face  I  ever  looked  upon,  whose  rosy 

"''  rew  pale,  and  herfarighleyefldim,at  the  sifl^t 


_„™nc}ed  to  pi. 

_je  deCFpIioua  were  praciieed, 

to  baffle  ttie  poor  iunjiler  by  laying  bare  the  mva- 
JB  of  hia  art,  as  ably  as  if  you  had  been  a  brother 
1^  order.— She  was  indeed  so  fair  a  maiden,  that. 

Not  a  woid  more  of  her,  Icha^e  theel"  nid 
. .  ^sailian  i  "  I  do  well  reraembei  the  mrfit  you  q>e>k 
of— one  of  the  few  happy  evenings  my  lifoh  askno  wn. " 


young  msiden'a  feai 


after  his  own  faabioa  the  sig^  with  which  lYeuiliaD 
uttered  these  words—"  She  la  gone,  yoimg,  beanlirul, 
and  beloved  as  she  was  I— I  crave  your  worabip's  par- 
don—I  should  have  hammered  on  another  them*— I 
seel  have  unwarily  ditvoi  the  nail  to  the  quid." 

This  apeech  was  made  with  a  mixture  of  rode  fbat 
iuf^  which  inclined  Tresailiui  favourably  to  the  poor 
artiaan,  of  whom  belbrs  he  was  inchned  to  judge  ray 
harshly.  But  nothing  can  eo  soon  attract  the  un- 
fortunate, as  real  or  aeeming  sympathy  with  that 
Borrows. 

"1  thmk,"  proceeded  Tiessilian,  after  a  luinnte'ss- 
lence,  "  thou  werl  in  those  days  a  jovial  fellow,  who 
could  keep  a  company  merry  by  ecn^  and  tale,  and 
rebeck,  as  well  sa  by  thy  jt^ling  tncka— why  do  I 
And  thee  a  Isbohous  hand^raflsmUL  plying  thv 
trade  in  BO  melancholy  a  dwdlinft,  and  undei  *ie£ 
extraordinary  circumatsnceeT" 

"  My  story  is  not  IfHiRi"  said  lbs  arnat;  "bntyonr 
honour  had  better  sit  while  you  Uat«i  to  it,"  So  ny- 
ing.  hcapproaefaedto  thefireaihree-fboledatoolLand 
took  another  himself,  while  Dickie  Sludge^  or  Flibber- 
tigibbet, as  he  called  the  boy,  draw  a  cncket  to  Ibe 
smith's  feet,  snd  looked  up  m  hia  Hoe  with  featuraa 
which,  aa  illuminated  by  the  glow  of  the  fbrge,  mem- 
ed  convnlsed  with  intense  cunoaity— "  "Riou  loo,"  said 
Iheamiihtohini.  "shall  learn,  as  thou  well  deeerveM 
at  my  hand,  the  brief  hisioiy  of  mylifc^  and,  in  trolh^ 
.,  „.^  ■■**!'  tell  it  ihec  an  lea-vo  thee  to  fesrel  it 
nee  Naoiro  never  packed  a  shrewder  wit  into  a 
ungainly  casket.— Well,  dr,  if  my  poor  stoiT 

' "" B  at  your  command: — But  wiO 

of  iiquorl    I  promtsa  you  IhM 


may  pleasure  y 


thy  alory,  for  my  lasuto  ■>  uim. 

Vou  shall  have  no  csnse  to  rue  lbs  delay."  said 
the  Bmilh,"for  your  horae  shall  be  batter  led  id  iba 
!_..  j.._  (,,  hath  been  ibi»  woraing,  andmade 
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vMortha 


h  liim,  ind 

en  haadoi 

e  nho  find 


Deronahin 

ebnwd  for 
(eiMpunf 

nplpof  thr 
(Ann.  A 
Md  IdUtg 

Flkn  wb«n 


ndoat,  Ih^ 

uHwereB, 

rnniliui'i 
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"Why,  thfln,"  H 
nily — for  that  V/ef 

danl'a  crony  or  no  I  ^ill  not)  had  ii  good  n 


thought  the  bow  will 


IukI  Smith  myself;  for  he  pawed  all  fairkn  in  tlua 
"  IM  you  wa  himi"  aaid  Dame  Aliaon  Ctam, 

hop-o'-my-UiwnVwm'ofMnoii^oK'Wting  bul 
and  long  nei^  mi  m^dliiu;  ■>»'<»>' -I  ir^S.S^d' 


1   huaband  the  owner  thereof  i 
■o'-my.thiunb«OTtofp«nwii,  whi.i~«~.^..  h«v 

1   long  nedL,  and  meddlius  henpecked  inaanifi- 
«4fice,  are  auppoaed  t^  h«vA  bitom  apIma  •»  ^l- ..i. 
braled  old  English  n 
tame  Crene." 

On  this  ociawon  he  chirp'd  out  a  repelilion  of 
wife's  onealion,  '  Didst  see  the  devil,  J»ok  Host! 

"AndwhalifldidseeiuuMasierCrMsr'  rnl 
Jack  HMtler.-for,  like  all  iho  r«t  of  the  hous^o 
he  paid  u  lillle  roepect  to  hia  maslei  as  his  nuMn 
beraelf  did. 

"Nay  Boughl,  J»ck  HoBtUr,"  replied  (ho  pad 
Maater  Crane,  "only  if  you  uir  ibe  daTJl,  methin 
I  would  like  to  know  what  ua's  like  r' 

■You  will  know  that  one  diiy,  Miuiler  Crane, 
said  tuii  helpmalis  anye  mend  not  your  manners, 
and  mind  your  busineu,  leaving  off  eucli  idle  pall 
brae.— Bui  truly  Jack  Hosller,  f  should  be  glad  t 
knxur  ^.vi^if  wTiBt  like  the  fellow  was." 

respeclfiilly. 


^_  '•  Why,  di 

else,  for  why  I  ne 

"  And  how  did) 

Uafler  Grimesby, 


?hy,  I  hsd  school  mastei 
3' na«,"aaidJick  Hostler:  " 
Mt  sup  of  a  boy  for  my  guidt 


like  I 

ov  get  thine  errand  done,"  said 
■wn  aitmenl 


Whyi^hpw 


bold        „.,  „         . 
hanahom  and  savii 
no  bartahom  and  a_.„.  «.^ 
(o — And  I  am  dreading  tbi 


tell  yon  what  i(  was?"  said  (be 

"iiiipij  n  Hoielled  and  lasied— for  1  did  make 

put  a  pea  a  substance  into  my  mouth— like 

:ed  wi!h  linegar— bul  then 

ever  wrought  so  speedy  - 

gone,  die  hols  "will' have" 

The  piide  of  art,  which  ie  certainly  not  inferior  in 
Its  influence  to  any  other  pride  whatever,  here  so  far 
meraled  on  Waylnnd  Smith,  that,  nolwithstaiMlina 
the  obTiDiiB  danger  of  big  being  tecORniaed,  he  could 
ool  help  winking  to  TressiliBn,  and  smiling  mysteri- 
pudy,  as  if  triumphing  in  the  undoubted  evidence  of 
nis  TBlermary  akill.    In  the  meanwhile,  the  discourse 

"E'en  let  it  be  so,"  said  a  grave  man  in  bladi,  the 
companion  of  Gafler  aiixnesby;  "e'en  letuaparish 
under  the  evil  Ood  sends  us,  rather  than  the  devil  be 

"Ven'fnie."  said  DameOrvne:  "and  I  marvel  at 
Jack  Hoatler  thai  he  woidd  peril  hia  own  soul  to 
cure  the  bowels  of  a  nag." 

"Very  true,  mistress,"  said  Jack  Hosller,  "bul 
ihenag  wnamy  mastei'B;  and  had  il  been  yo'lr^  I 
think  ye  woulii  ha'  held  me  cheap  enow  an  I  had 
fiiared  the  devil  when  ihe  poor  beast  was  m  such  a 
taking— For  the  real,  let  Ihe  clergy  look  lo  il.  Every 
man  to  hie  craft,  says  the  proverb:  the  parson  to  the 
prayer-book,  and  the  groom  to  hia  currycomb." 

"Ivow,"BBidDameCrane,  "I  think  Jack  Hosller 
qjeaks  like  a  good  Chnstiaa  and  afsilhfiil  servant, 
who  will  epere  neither  body  nor  soul  in  his  masler'a 
service.  However,  the  devil  has  Med  him  in  time, 
for  a  Constable  of  (he  Hundred  came  hitbar  this 
morning  to  get  old  Gafier  Pinniewinks,  the  trier  of 
witchefk  (OBo  wiihhim  tolhavaleofWhi(ehorse.  lo 
comprcnend  Wsf  land  Smith,  aiid  put  him  lo  his  proba- 
tion.  IhdpednnniewinkKosharpanluspiiiccnaad 


KEMLWOKTH. 
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*'  Y<m  tdl  a  heavy  tale,  Will,"  replied  Tressi- 
Uan  ;  **  but  Gkxl  must  help  ua—there  is  no  aid  in 
man." 

**  Then  you  bring  us  no  newt  of  young  Mistress 
Amy  1— But  what  need  I  ask— your  brow  tells  the 
story.  I^ver  I  hoped,  that  if  any  man  could  or  would 
track  her,  it  must  be  you.  Airs  over  and  lost  now. 
But  ff  ever  I  havo  that  Vaqiey  within  reach  of  a 
flight-shot,  I  will  bestow  a  forked  shaft  on  hhn ;  ana 
that  I  swear  by  salt  and  bread." 

As  he  spoke,  the  door  opened,  and  Master  Mumbla-, 
aen  appeared ;  a  withered,,  thin,  elderly  ^ntleman, 
with  a  cheek  like  a  winter  apple,  and  his  gray  hair 
partly  concealed  by  a  small  high  hat.  shaped  like  a 
cone,  or  rather  like  such  a  strawberry-basket  as  Lon- 
don fruiterers  exhibit  at  thdr  windows.  He  was  too 
sententious  a  person  to  waste  words  on  mere  saluta- 
tion ;  so,  having  welcomed  Tressilian  with  a  nod  and  a 
shake  of  the  hand,  he  beckoned  him  to  follow  to  Sir 
Hugh's  great  chamber,  which  the  good  knight  usually 
inhfl^ted.  Will  Badger  followed,  unasked,  anxious  to 
see  whether  his  master  would  be  relieved  from  his 
state  of  apathy  by  the  arrival  of  Tressihan. 

In  a  long  low  parlour,  amply  furnished  with  imple- 
ments of  the  chase,  and  with  sylvan  trophies,  by  a 
massive  stone  chimney,  over  which  hung  a  sword  and 
suit  of  armour,  somewhat  obscured  by  neglect,  sat 
Sir  Hu^  Robsart  of  Lidcote.  a  man  of  large  size, 
which  had  been  only  kept  within  moderate  compass 
by  the  constant  use  of  violent  exercise.  It  seemed  to 
Iressilian  that  the  lethargy,  under  which  his  old 
friend  appeared  to  labour,  nad,  even  during  his  few 
week's  absence,  added  bulk  to  his  person ;  at  least  it 
had  obviously  diminished  the  vivacity  of  his  eye, 
which  as  they  entered,  first  followed  Master  Mumbla- 
zen  slowly  to  a  large  oaken  desk,  on  which  a  ponde- 
roua  volume  lay  open,  and  then  rested,  as  if  in  uncer- 
tainty, on  the  stranger  who  had  entered  along  with 
him.  The  curate^  a  gray-headed  clergyman,  who  had 
been  a  confessor  m  the  davs  of  Queen  Mary,  sat  with 
a  book  in  his  hand  in  another  recess  in  the  ai>artment. 
He.  too,  signed  a  mournful  greeting  to  Tressilian,  and 
laid  his  book  aside,  to  watch  the  effect  his  appearance' 
shouldproduce  on  the  afflicted  old  man. 

As  Iressilian,  his  own  eyes  filling  fast  with  tears, 
approached  more  and  more  nearly  to  the  father  of  his 
betrothed  bride.  Sir  Hugh's  intelligence  seemed  to  re- 
vive. He  sighed  heavuy,  as  one  who  awakens  from 
a  state  of  stcqpor,  a  slight  convulsion  pitssed  over  his 
featm^es,  as  he  openea  his  arms  without  qpeaking  a 
word,  and,  as  Tressilian  threw  himself  into  them,  he 
folded  him  to  his  bosom. 

'*  There  is  something  left  to  live  for  yet"  were  the 
first  words  he  uttered ;  and  while  he  nK>ke,  he  gave 
vent  to  his  feelings  in  a  paroxysm  of^  weeping,  the 
tears  chasing  each  other  down  his  sunburnt  chedis 
and  long  white  beard. 

"  I  n^er  thought  to  have  thanked  €k>d  to  see  my 
roaster  weep."  siud  Will  Badger ;  **  but  now  I  do, 
though  I  am  like  to  weep  for  company." 

**  i  will  ask  thee  no  questions,"  said  the  old 
knight;  *'no  questions— none,  Edmund— thou  hast 
not  found  her,  or  so  found  her  that  she  were  better 
lost." 

Tressilian  was  unable  to  reply,  otherwise  than  by 
patting  his  hands  before  his  face. 

"  It  is  enough— it  is  enough.  But  do  not  thou  weep 
for  her,  Edmund.  I  have  cause  to  weep,  for  she  was 
my  daughter,— thou  hast  cause  to  rejoice  that  she  did 
not  become  thy  wife  I — Great  God  I  thou  knowest 
beat  what  is  good  for  us— It  was  my  nightly  prayer 
that  I  shoukl  see  Amy  and  Edmund  wedded,— had 
it  been  granted,  it  had  now  been  gall  added  to  bit- 
temess 

"  Be  comforted,  my  fiiend,"  said  the  curate,  ad- 
dressing Sir  Hugh.  "  it  cannot  be  that  the  daughter 
of  all  our  hopes  ana  aflections  is  the  vile  creature  you 
would  bemeak  her." 

**  O,  no,"  replied  Sir  Hugh  impatienUy^  "  I  were 
wrong  to  name  broadly  the  base  thing  she  is  become 
— there  is  some  new  court  name  for  it,  I  warrant  me. 
It  is  honour  enough  for  the  daughter  of  an  old  De'n- 
shire  clown  to  be  the  leman  of  a  gay  courtier,— of 
Vamey  too— of  Vamey,  whose  grandsiro  was  re- 
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lieved  by  my  father,  when  his  fortune  was  broken,  at 
the  battle  of— the  battle  of— where  Richard  was  slain 
—out  on  my  memory !— and  I  warrant  none  of  you 
will  help  me' 

**  The  battle  of  Bosworth,"  said  Master  Mumbla- 
zen, "  stricken  between  Richard  Crookback  and  Hen- 
ry Tudor,  grandsire  of  the  Queen  that  now  is,  Primo 
aenrici  SepHmi ;  and  in  the  year  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  eighty-five,  post  Christum  natum." 

"  Ay,  even  so,"  said  the  old  Knight,  "  every  child 
knows  it— But  my  poor  head  forgets  all  it  should  re- 
member, and  remembers  only  what  it  would  most 
willingly  forget  My  brain  has  been  at  foult,  TrMsi- 
lian,  almost  ever  smce  thou  hast  been  away,  and 
even  yet  it  himts  counter." 

•'Your  worship,"  said  the  good  clergyman,  "  had 
better  retire  to  your  apartment,  and  try  to  sleep  for  a 
little  spaccv— the  physician  left  a  composinff  draught, 
—and  our  Great  Physician  has  commandea  us  to  uso 
earthly  means,  that  we  may  be  strengthened  to  sus- 
tain the  trials  bo  sends  us." 

"True,  true,  old  fiiend,"  said  Sir  Hugh,  "and  we 
will  bear  our  trials  manfully— We  have  tost  but  a  wo- 
man.—See,  Tressilian,"— he  drew  fh)m  his  bosom  a 
long  ringlet  of  glossy  hair. — "  see  this  lock  I — ^I  tell 
thee.  Edmund,  the  very  nifpt  she  disappeared,  when 
she  bid  me  good  even,  as  she  was  wont,  she  hung 
about  my  neck,  and  fondled  me  mora  than  usual; 
and  I,  like  an  oM  fool,  held  her  by  this  lock,  until  she 
took  her  scissors,  severed  it,  and  left  it  in  my  hand, — 
as  all  I  was  ever  to  see  more  of  berl" 

Tressilian  was  unable  to  reply,  well  jvdging  what 
a  complication  of  feelings  must  have  crossed  me  bo- 
som of  the  unhappy  fiigitive  at  that  cmel  moment 
The  clergyman  was  about  to  speak,  but  Sir  Hugh  in- 
temiptednim. 

"I  know  what  you  would  say,  Master  Curate,— 
after  all,  it  is  but  a  lock  of  woman's  tresses,- and 
by  woman,  shama  and  sin,  and  death,  came  into  an 
innocent  world— And  learned  Master  Mumblasen, 
too,  can  say  scholarly  things  of  their  inferiority." 

'^Cett  Vhomvu^"  said  Master  Mimiblazen,  *^qui 
»e  bast,  el  out  amseUU." 

"Tnie,''  said  Sir  Hugh,  **and  ws  will  bear  us, 
therefore,  like  men  who  nave  both  mettle  and  wis- 
dom m  us.— Tressihan,  thou  art  as  welcome  as  if 
thou  hadst  brought  better  news.  But  we  have  spo- 
ken too  long  dry-lipped.— Amy.  fill  a  cup  of  wine  to 
Edmund,  and  another  to  me.''  Then  instantly  rs- 
oollecting  that  he  called  iroon  her  who  could  not 
hear,  he  shook  his  head,  and  said  to  the  dergyroan, 
"This  grief  is  to  my  bewildered  mind  what  the 
Church  of  Lidcote  is  to  our  park :  we  may  lose  our- 
selves among  the  briars  and  thickets  for  a  Uttle 
space,  but  from  the  end  of  each  avenue  we  see  the 
old  gray  steeple  and  the  grave  of  my  forefathers.  I 
would  I  were  to  travel  that  road  to-morrow  1" 

Tresnlian  and  the  Curate  joined  in  urging  the  ex- 
hausted old  man  to  lay  himself  to  rest,  and  at  length 
prevailed.  Tressilian  remained  by  his  pillow  till  he 
saw  that  slumber  at  length  sunk  down  on  him,  and 
then  returned  to  consult  with  the  Curate  what  steps 
should  be  adopted  in  these  unhappy  circumstances. 

They  coukl  not  exclude  from  these  deliberations 
Master  Michael  Mumblazen ;  and  they  admitted  him 
the  more  readily,  that  besklee  what  hopes  they  enter- 
tained from  his  ss^adty,  they  knew  him  to  be  so 
great  a  fiiend  to  taatumiQr,  that  there  was  no  doubt 
of  his  keeping  counsel.  He  was  an  old  bachelor,  of 
good  famuy,  but  small  fortune,  and  distantly  related 
to  the  House  of  Robsart ;  in  virtne  of  which  con- 
nexion, Lidcote  Hall  had  been  honoured  with  his  re- 
sidence for  the  last  twwity  years.  His  compimy  was 
agreeable  to  Sir  Hugjh,  chiefly  on  account  of  his  pro- 
found learning,  which,  though  it  only  related  to  he- 
raldry and  genealogy,  with  such  scraps  of  history  as 
connected  themselves  with  these  subjecto,  was  prc- 
dsely  of  a  kind  to  captivate  the  good  old  knight;  be- 
sides the  convenience  which  he  found  in  havms  a 
friend  to  appeal  to,  when  his  own  memory,  as  ire- 

?iuently  happened,  proved  infirm,  and  played  him 
alse  concerning  names  and  dates,  which,  and  all 
similar  defidenciea,  Master  Michael  Mumblaaen  sup- 
plied with  due  brevity  and  discretion.    And,  indeed,  m 
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mattera  concerning  the  modem  world,  he  often  gave, 
in  his  enigmatical  and  heraldric  phrase,  advice  which 
was  well  worth  attending  to,  or,  in  Will  Badger's 
language,  started  thegnme  while  others  beat  the  bush. 
"We  have  had  an  unhanpy  time  of  it  with  the  good 
Knight,  Master  Edmnnd,"  said  the  Curate.  "I  have 
not  suftered  so  much  since  I  was  torn  away  from  my 
beloved  flock,  and  compelled  to  abandon  them  to  the 
Romish  wolves." 

"  That  was  in  Tertio  Marut,'*  said  Master  Mum- 
blazen. 

"  In  the  name  of  Heaven,"  continued  the  Curate, 
"  tell  us,  has  your  time  been  better  spent  than  ours, 
or  have  you  any  news  of  that  unhappy  maiden,  who, 
being  for  so  many  years  the  principal  joy  of  this 
broken-down  house,  is  now  proved  our  greatest  un- 
happiness  1  Have  you  not  at  least  discov^ed  her 
pldce  of  residence  T  ^ 

"I  have,"  replied  Tressilian.  "Know  you  Cum- 
nor-Place,  near  Oxford  ?" 

"  Surely,"  said  the  clereyman :  "It  was  a  bouse  of 
removal  tor  the  monks  or  Abingdon." 

"  Whose  arms/'  said  Master  Michael,  "  I  have  seen 
over  a  stone  chimney  in  the  hall, — a  cross  patonee 
betwixt  four  martlets." 

"There,"  said  Tressilian,  ".this  unhappy  maiden 
resides,  in  company  with  the  villain  Vamey.  But  for 
a  strange  mishap,  my  sword  had  revenged  all  our  in- 
juries, as  well  as  hers,  on  his  worthless  head." 

"Tnank  God,  that  kept  thine  hand  from  blood- 
guiltiness,  rash  young  man !"  answered  the  Curate. 
^  Vengeance  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord,  and  I  will  re- 
pay it.  It  were  better  study  to  free  her  from  the 
villain's  nets  of  infamy." 

"They  are  called  in  heraldry,  laguH  amorU^  or  lacs 
tPamaur"  said  Mumblazen. 

"It  is  in  that  I  require  your  aid,  my  friends,"  said 
Tresohan;  "I  am  resolved  to  accuse  this  villain,  at 
the  very  foot  of  the  throne,  of  falsehood,  seduction, 
and  breach  of  hospitable  laws.  The  Queen  shall  hear 
me,  though  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  the  villain's  patron, 
stood  at  her  right  hand." 

"Her  Grace/I  said  the  Curate,  "hath  seta  comely 
example  of  continence  to  her  subjects,  and  will  doubt- 
less do  justice  on  this  mhospi table  robber.  But  wert 
thou  not  better  apply  to  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  in  the 
first  place,  for  justice  on  his  servant  ?  If  he  grants 
it,  thou  dost  save  the  risk  of  making  thyself  a  ppwer- 
fril  adversary,  which  will  certainly  chance,  if|  in  the 
first  instance,  you  accuse  his  master  of  the  horse, 
and  prime  favourite,  before  the  Queen." 

"My  mind  revolts  from  your  coimsel,"  said  Tres- 
silian. "I  cannot  brook  to  plead  my  noble  patron's 
cause— the  unhappy  Amy's  cause— before  any  one 
save  my  lawftil  Sovereign.  Leicester,  thou  wift  say, 
is  noble— be  it  so — ^he  is  but  a  subject  like  ourselves, 
and  I  will  not  carry  my  plaint  to  bun,  if  I  can  do  bet- 
ter. Still,  I  will  think  on  what  thou  hast  said,— but 
I  must  have  your  assistance  to  i>ersuade  the  good 
Sir  Hugh  to  make  me  his  commissioner  and  fiduciary 
in  this  matter,  for  it  is  in  his  name  I  must  speak,  and 
not  in  my  own.  Since  she  is  so  far  changed  as  to 
dote  upon  this  empty  profligate  courtier,  he  shall  at 
least  do  her  ^he  justice  which  is  yet  in  his  power." 

"  Better  she  died  crrlcba  and  inne  prolt^"  said  Mum- 
blazen. with  more  animatran  than  he  usually  ex- 
pressed, "than  part,  per  paU,  the  noble  coat  of 
Robsart  with  that  of  such  a  miscreant !" 

"  If  it  be  your  object,  as  I  cannot  question,"  said 
the  clergyman,  "to  save,  as  much  as  is  yet  possible, 
the  credit  of  tnis  unhappy  young  woman.  I  repeat, 
you  should  apply,  in  the  nrst  instance,  to  the  Earl  of 
Leicester.  He  ts  as  absolute  in  his  household  as  the 
Queen  in  her  kingdom,  and  if  he  expresses  to  Vamey 
that  such  is  his  pleasure,  her  honour  will  not  stand 
so  publicly  committed." 

'You  are  rirfit  you  are  right,"  said  Tressilian, 
eagerly.  "  and  I  tnank  you  for  pointing  out  what  I 
overlooked  in  my  haste.  I  little  thought  ever  to  have 
besought  fijace  of  Leicester ;  but  I  could  kneel  to  the 
proud  Dudley,  if  doing  so  could  remove  one  shade  of 
Bhame  from  this  unhappy  damsel.  You  will  assist 
me  then  to  procure  the  necessary  powers  from  Sir 
Hugh  Robsart?" 


The  Curate  assured  hon  of  his  assistanee,  and  the 
herald  nodded  assent. 

"  You  must  hold  yourselves  also  in  readinen  to  tes* 
tify,  in  case  ypu  are  called  upon,  the  <^>eii-bearted 
hospitality  which  dUr  good  patron  exercised  towards 
this  decaitiul  traitoiC  and  the  solicitude  with  which 
he  laboured  to  seduce  his  unhappy  daughter." 

"  At  first,"  eaid  the  clergyman,  "  she  did  not,  as  it 
seemed  to  me,  much  direct  his  company,  but  laitterir 
I  saw  them  Often  together." 

"  Seiant  in  the  panour."  said  Michael  Mmnblases, 
'■ "  and  passant  in  the  garden." 

"  I  once  came  on  tnem  by  chance,"  said  thepnett, 
"in  the  South  wood,  in  a  spnng  evening— Vamey 
was  muffled  in  a  russet  cloak,  so  that  I  saw  not  ha 
face, — they  separated  hastily,  as  they  heard  me  rustic 
amongst  the  leaves,  and  I  observed  she  tumsd  her 
head  and  looked  long  after  him." 

"With  neck  rtguardai^^*  said  the  heraki— "lad 
on  the  day  of  her  flight,  and  that  was  on  Saiot 


Austen's  Eve,  I  saw  Vamey's  groom,  attired  in  hb 
liveries,  hold  his  master's  horse  and  Mistress  Amf'i 
palfrey,  bridled  and  saddled  proper^  behind  the  wall 
of  the  churchyard." 

"And  now  is  she  fotmd  mewed  up  hfi  his  secret 
.place  of  retirement,"  said  Tressilian.  The  viUsia  is 
taken  in  the  manner,  and  I  well  wish  he  may  dog 
his  crime,  that  I  may  thrust  convurtion  down  m 
false  throat !  But  I  must  prepare  for  my  journey.  Do 
you,  gentlemen,  dispose  my  patron  to  grant  me  neh 
powers  as  are  neednil  to  act  in  his  name." 

So  saying,  Tressilian  left  the  room. 

"  He  IS  too  hot,"  said  the  Curate ;  **  and  I  pray  to 
God  that  he  may  grant  him  the  patience  to  ddU  widi 
Vamey  as  is  fitting." 

"Patience  and  Vamey."  said  Mtunblazen,  "b 
worse  heraldry  than  metal  upon  metal.  He  is  mofe 
false  than  a  siren,  more  rapacious  than  a  griffio, 
more  poisonous  than  a  wyvera,  and  more  croa  than 
a  lion  rampant." 

"  Yet  I  doubt  much,"  said  the  CurateL  "  whether  wt 
can  with  propriety  ask  from  Sir  Hugh  Robsart,  being 
in  his  present  condition,  any  deed  depnting  his  pater- 
nal right  in  Mistress  Ainy  to  whomsoevo" 

"  Your  reverence  need  not  doubt  that,"  saui  W3I 
Badger,  who  entered  as  he  spoke,  "  for  I  wiU  lay  mj 
life  he  is  another  man  when  he  wakes,  than  he  b» 
been  these  thirty  days  past." 

"Ay,  Will,"  sakl  the  Curate,  "hast  thou  then  so 
much  confidence  in  Doctor  Diddleum's  draught?" 

"Not  a  whit,"  said  WUl,  "because  master  ne'er 
tasted  a  drop  on't,  seeing  it  was  emptied  out  by  the 
housemaid.  But  here's  a  gentleman,  who  came  at- 
tending on  Master  Tressilian,  has  given  Sir  Hugh  a 
draught  that  is  worth  twenty  of  yon  un.  I  have 
spoken  cunningly  vath  bun,  and  a  better  farrier,  or 
one  who  hath  a  more  just  notion  of  horse  and  6fx 
ailment,  I  have  never  seen ;  and  such  a  one  woda 
never  be  unjust  to  a  Christian  man." 

"  A  farrier !  you  saucygfoom — And  by  whose  su- 
thority,  pray  ?''  said  the  Curate,  rising  in  surprise  and 
indignation ;  "  or  who  will  be  warrant  for  this  new 
physician?" 

For  authonty,  an  it  like  your  reverence,  be  bad 
mine;  and  for  w^arrant,  I  trust  I  have  tM>t  besn  five- 
and-twenty  years  in  this  house,  without  having  ru^t 
to  warrant  the  giving  of  a  draught  to  beast  or  body— 
I  who  can  gie  a  drench,  and  a  ball,  and  bleed,  or 
blister,  if  need,  to  my  very  self." 

The  counsellors  of  the  nouee  of  Robsart  thought  it 
meet  to  carry  this  information  instantly  to  TrssritiaC; 
who  as  sp&Mlily  summoned  before  nim  W8>Um 
Smith,  and  demanded  of  him,  (in  private,  however,) 
by  what  authority  he  had  ventured  to  administer  a£f 
medicine  to  Sir  Hugh  Robsart  7 

"  Why,"  replied  tne ^artist,  "your  worship  canaot 
but  remember  that  I  told  you  I  had  made  more  pro- 
gress into  my  master's— I  mean  the  learped  Doctor 
Doboobie's— mystery  than  he  was  wUhng  to  own; 
and  indeed  half  of  his  quarrel  and  malice  against 
me  was,  that,  besides  that  I  got  something  too  dee|> 
into  his  secrets,  several  discerning  persons,  and  par- 
ticularly a  buxom  young  widow  of  Abingdon, 
red  my  prescriptions  to  nis." 
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be  on  la  gald,"  sud  Wnvram 
o  jtmz  mppTehttltaOJis — Maitp 


deain 


■dniinialei  ■  pooc  dose  of 
UealMpthBtmuBi  needs  n 
Bobwrt  nqi 


whnt  Mutei 
indnigoni, 


..  Hugh 

._, diitraught  brains." 

I  iriut  thou  de*l«t  furly  with  me,  Wnylandl" 


and  TrcwilUn. 

"  Mt»(  fairly  and  honestly,  as  the  eve 
■liow,"  laplisd  the  ar(i><.  "  Whet  would  ii 
lo  hum  ine 


iBtrPmrlicmnks 

lurrain  on  the  handa 
wbicn  lorgea  it  l)  in  oitler  to  find  out  ihe  niich'a 
mark  1~I  iruat  lo  yoke  myseir  as  a  humble  follawer 
to  your  wonbip's  Itain,  and  I  onlf  wiah  to  have  my 
fkilh  judfied  of  by  Ihe  remit  of  ihe  good  Knight's 

Wayland  Soiith  waa  ri^I  in  hia  prognoetjcailon. 
The  aedative  draughl  which  hie  skill  had  ptepaicd. 
■nd  Will  Badger's  confidence  had  admnialercd,  was 
Utended  with  ihe  most  bcncliFiBl  tfTcciB.    The  pa- 


li^llecl  Ihad 

,—    jialcd  fOTBv... 

by  hia  friends,  (bal  Trcnailian 
journey  10  court,  (o  Btiempt  the 

IBT  and  the  redresa  of  her  wn;..„ „  ... 

misiil  yet  be  repaired.  "  Lcl  her  go,"  he  saic 
ia  bul  ■  hawk  that  goes  down  ihe  windj  I  wouiu  iiui 
bealow  even  a  whialle  to  reclaim  her,"  But  though  he 
for  some  dme  maiulBined  (hia  arflument,  he  was  at 
length  convinced  i<  was  his  duty  to  take  Iho  pari  10 
wfaieh  nalural  ofleclion  inclitttd  liim,  and  conaeni 
that  such  efTnrls  as  could  yet  be  made  should  be  uaal 
brTreaeitian  in  behalf  of  hiadaughtcr.  Hesubsrnbcd, 

if  their  flock 


1;  for 


1  ^L  _ _  ,.._.    _ 

davB  the  clerey  were  often  lb 

All  matters  were  prepared  lor  'iressiiian  s  secona 
departure,  wiihin  twenty-four  hours  after  he  had  re- 
lumed to  LidcoieHall :  butane  material  circumstance 
bad  been  forgotten,  which  was  first  called  lo  Ihc  re- 
membrance of  Trsssdian  by  Master  Mumblalen, 
•■You  are  going  10  court,  Master  TrcsMlian"  8aid 
faei  "rou  will  please  remember  that  your  binioury 
miiat  be  orenU,  andoi — no  other  tinctures  will  pass 

rassing.  To  proaecute  a  suit  at  court,  rcailv  money 
was  aa  indispensable  even  in  the  golden  days  of  Eliio- 
belh  as  at  any  aucceedtng  periodj  and  it  was  a  com- 
modity little  at  the  command  of  the  inliabitanls  of 
Lidcota  Hall.  Tresailian  waa  himself  poor:  the  rcve- 
Does  of  good  Sir  Hugh  Roburt  were  consumed,  and 
eran  anticipated,  in  his  hospitable  mode  of  living;  and 
il  wae  finally  necessary  ihal  the  herald  who  slariol 
the  doubt  should  himself  solve  it.  Master  Michael 
Mum  blazon  did  ao  byprodorinn  s  hngof  money,  ™n- 
taioiiu  nearly  three  hundred  pounds  m  gold  niid  i-il- 
ver  «  various  coinage,  the  savincs  of  twcnlv  vcaiH ; 
which  he  now,  without  speaking  a  syllable  upon  the 
•ubject,  d«licBted  to  the  scrtioe  of  the  patron  whose 
aheller  and  proleelion  had  rfivcn  him  Ihe  nunn^  "( 
makiiig  this  little  hoard.    Trca^ilian  acc^icd  it  wiib- 

grasp  of  the  hand  was  all  thai  passed  beiwiui  iheiii, 
10  express  Ihe  pleanirc  which  ine  one  fell  in  ilcdica- 
ting  his  all  to  such  a  purpose,  and  that  wh'ch  the 
other  received  from  finding  so  matrrinl  an  obsia  ' 
10  the  success  of  his  journey  so  suddenly  reinov 
and  in  a  manner  so  utteipcclcd. 
While  'neniUan  was  making  preparations  for 


e  hod  been  plei 
ne  in  behalf  of 
BcrainpBny  h 


fhatTresi 
ur  Ihe  ahrewdness,  al 
ariely  of  resource,  »! 
uring  the  time  they  he 
lim  sensible  Ihsl  his  i 
ncc.  Bul  then  Wayl 
Taapof  lawi  and  of 

ersofPinr-— ■■-' 


'  of,  and  the  devu  would  scarce 
vonJs  with  the  si^iropriaie 


and  ihe  artiat  became  proportion  ably  urgent. 

i  limV  be  said,  "and  I  vrould 

r-,  _  , debt,  especially  aa  I  know  fVom 

Will  Badger  on  what  danseruiis  aecvice  your  woraho 
is  bound.  I  do  nol,  iadeed^prctend  to  be  what  ia  call- 
f  melilft  oneof  those  ruflling  tear-cati  who 
hdr  maatet'a  quarrel  with  aword  and  buck- 
I  am  even  one  of  those  who  hold  the  end 
ihan  the  beginning  of  a  fray.    But  I 


icnt  as  youTB,  than  any  of  ihes 
en,  and  that  my  head  will  be 


forth  ■  hundrea  of 
mew  not  much  of 


,Jete  ia  a  serving-man  on  Ihe  bi 
ever  sce'd  in  my  life?  said  Will  Bad 

Blani "having  on  his  arm  a  si 

being  a  fire-drake  holdinj 


eslgaryiii 


'er  cosniiance, 
ix  jiiuulh  a  brick-bat, 
degree,"  said  Master 
Lu,,iujuArij,  ■■■,ii  ui-DiiiiBuitkJer  sealed  of  Ihe  same,'' 
TrcBsition  took  the  leller,  which  was  addresa^ 
"To  the  worshipful  Master  Edmund  Trcesilion,  0 
lovinKki "^ —    -j.  .;j.  _j-     ,...!....■ 


rsCful  W. , 

nan— These— ride,  ride,  ndej-^for  thy  life, 


for  . 
thef 
"  Afjtter  TVcssiKan,  oar  rood  FrUnd  and  eouttn, 

"We  are  al  preeenl  so  ill  al  ease,  and  olherwiae  so 
unhappily  circumstanced,  that  we  are  deeirou*  lo 
have  around  ua  those  of  our  friends  on  whose  loving 
kindness  we  can  must  especially  repose  confidence ; 
amonesl  whom  we  hold  our  good  MBster  TressUian 
oneof  the  foremost  and  nearest,  both  in  goodwill 

and  good  aljilily.    We  therefore  p"" """""  

mosi  convenient  »T>ecd,  to  repnir  i 
al  Say's  Court,  near  Depiford,  « 
farther  w-ilh  you  of  matters  which 

fetewell,  bang  your  loving  kinsmi 
"RATcum,  R( 


jr  poor  lodguig, 
!  deem  il  not  fit 


said  TrcssiUani  ami 
be  exclaimed,  "Ah,  . 
mi' good  lordt" 

''III,  master  Tresailian  "  was  Ih 

ply,  "and  having  therefore  the  more  need  of  good 

"Bul  what  is  my  lord's  malady  7"  l — 

anxiously,  "  I  heard  nothing  of  hi>  being  ill." 
"Iknow  not,  air,"  replied  the  man)  "heis 


EBNILWORTU. 


"Whtil  are  Ihe  aymptoms T'  said  Wayluid  Smitb, 
■leppinB  forward  hMtily. 

Anan  1     (aid  Uie  meaacneer,  not  compTeheDdiog 

"Whsidm*  heailT'  aaid  Waylandi  "where  lies 

10  know  whe- 


tbey  reiniDdAl  h 


a  did. 


xn  remUact  llie  TotMa,  yet 
Wayland  hul  once  been  • 

'bkli,  of  iuelC  ■ 


The  man  looked  at  Treasdiait, 

ih«r  be  should  anaweitbeuinquineBironi  ■  scranger, 

-n  in  the  sSirmBtive.  he  haslily 

1  lou  of  BtrenRth,  noclunud  per- 

if  appetit^  fainmcss,  Ac      .     , 


Diraiion,  and  loss  —  _,, 
"Joimd,"  asidWaylan 


"How  mean  you  7"  aaid  Tteesllian,  frawnins: 
"we  ■peak  of  one  of  the  liriri  nobles  of  Enttland. 
Bethink  you,  tbia  is  no  subject  for  butfooncry." 

"  Ood  fcvbiil  t"  said  Wayland  Smith.  "  I  say  thai 
I  know  his  disease  and  can  cure  hint.  Remember 
what  I  did  for  Sir  Hu^  Robsari." 

"  Ws  will  set  fonG  lostantly,"  said  TresailiBii. 
"  God  call*  OB." 

Acoordinglit,  haslily  roennoning  Ihis  new  moUTe 
for  his  inalsnt  departul&  thou^  wilhoul  alluding  lo 

ather  the  siupidons  of  Stevens,  or  the  i ' 

Waylaiid  Smith,  be  took  the  kindest    ..    . 
Hu^  and  the  &mily  at  lidcate  Hall,  who 

by  Wayland  and   (he  Earl  of   Suss. 


CHAPTER  XII 


TUBBIUAH 

with  all  diipal_...     __ 
when  their  departun 

he  had  played  a  part 


.0  two  small  iiiuslitches 

villsf^  of  Lidcote  (wdl  piud)  had  Gici 
under  his  cuaiomfo's  directions,  so  ai 

alter  Wayland's  outward —-■   - 

his  appearance  almof 


idiflerenily  well  for  the  RadLneas  wkb 
»iiii;ij  ntj  i:ouid  sssume  BO  loial  a  change  of  personal 
appearance.  The  atiiai  himself  we*  so  oonCdeni  or 
bis  disgiuM  being  compleltJj'  changol,  or  of  hia 

I — : — Lpklely  changed  biadisgmse,  which  may 

e  correct  mooe  of  q^eakin^  thai  be  r#- 
'  were  not  to  pasB  near  hia  old  place  of 


ice  BiindH&  t\ , , , 

would  like  lo  know  what  is  become  of  H<^ig^blia, 
irho  is  Uke  to  plsy  the  devil  in  the  world,  if  £e  can 
iQcc  alip  the  string,  and  leave  bis  Branny  and  hv 
loininie.— Ay,  and  the  scalbcd  vaulll"  ho  said.  "1 
vould  willingEy  have  seen  what  havoc  the  exptoswa 
ft  so  much  gunpowder  baa  made  among  Doctor 
Jenietriua  Doboobie's  retorts  and  phiala.  I  wairam 
.ne.  my  fame  haunla  the  Vale  of  the  Whitdione  liHlfl 
aftv  my  body  is  rotten  ;  and  that  many  a  lout  ties 
up  hia  horse,  lays  down  his  silver  groai,  and  pipes 
Uke  a  sailor  whiailin^  in  a  calm,  lor  Wayland  Sniuh 
to  come  and  ahoe  his  tit  for  him.  But  loe  horse  will 
itch  ibe  founders  ere  the  amith  answers  the  oalt." 
In  Ibis  particular,  indeed,  Waylsod  proved  a  tnw 

Shet;  and  so  eaailydo  fables  rise,  that  an  obacm* 
don  of  his  oiiraonlinary  practioe  in  farrieTT  pie- 
Tails  in  the  Vale  of  Whiiehorsc  even  onto  ihkday: 
and  neither  the  Imdiiion  of  Alhed'a  Victory,  nor  M 
ihe  Cftchrsied  Pusey  Horn,  are  better  preserved  ii 

„   ,   .    .-...i...^,., J-'-VaylandSmitf - 

tied  th^  mak „ 

mcy,  save  what  the  tefreah- 
_.  . „  ._^uireili   and  as  many  of  UkS 

dintely  dependant  on  hijii,  they  thought  it  prudent 
lu  diKguixe  their  names,  ond  the  purpose  of  iheit 
ioumey.  On  such  occasions  the  sgency  of  Waylant) 
Smith  (by  whioli  name  wc  Bhall  continue  to  dia- 
linffuiBh  the  ariiat,  [hough  his  real  namo  was  Lance- 
lo(lV-aylBnd)waBe:ttr<mdyscrvi<.c8ble.  Ho  seemoi, 
indeed,  10  have  a  pleasure  in  dieplnying  the  alerlneaa 

with  which  he  could  baffle  invoBligatio-   — '' 

himself  by  pulling  the  cutiosily  of  lapi 
kerpera  on  a  false  Bcent.  "^ — '■ —  ■' — 
brief  joiimey,  three  diflerer 

drculafcit  by  him  on  rneir  acconni ;   namciy 

that  Tressilian  was  the  Lord  Deputy  of  Irdand, 

in  diBSDiso  to  take  the  Queen's  plesstirc 

.L_ _.,..,  n —  A_    UjcCarthy 


._._, jfag 

besmeared  with  soot  and  charcoaJ— ove 
hair,  and  bent  double  with  the  natuieof  hi*  lat  — 
disogured  loo  by  his  odd  and  (aniaatic  dress,  he 
J „  of  fifty,  yeata  old.    But  now 


litof  Treaailian's  Uve 


might 


.f  hu- 


avaee-k>oL_^  ,    

HKiiieu  ajumiy  cnangco,  into  a  forward,  sharp, 
impudenl  alertness  of  look  and  action. 

When  chaLenged  by  TreBailian,  who  desirei 
know  Ihe  cause  of  a  metamorphosis  so  shtRular 
so  absolute,  Waytand  only  answered  by  sin«'''., 
slave  from  a  comedy,  which  was  then  new,  and  was 
supposed  among    ihe    more  favourable   Judges,  to 
augur  some  genius  on  iho  port  of  the  author.    We 
are  happy  lo  preserve  ihe  couplet,  which  tan  eiaclly 


MacMahi 


m<  of  Wni 


ndly, 


to  take  the  Queen's  pir 
rebel  Rory  Oge  Uari: 

thai  Ihe  said  Tr^lia 


handof  Eliiabeili ;  ifiirdly,  that  he  was  the  Duke  of 
Medina,  come  over,  incognito,  to  adjust  the  quarrel 

[t  Philip  and  Ibat  pnncess. 

lailisn  was  .angry,  and  cipostulaled  iiiih  the 


lienifs,  and, 
hey  were  subjecied  by  the  figments  he  ihtis  eina- 


r,  Ihe 


,hkh 


ial^  ;  but  he  was  paci6ed  (for  whi 


GkAr.  Xm.] 


KfiNILWORTH. 


t^minst  such  an  amment  7)  by  Wayltnd's  assunn^ 
hun  that  a  general  importance  was  attached  to  hw 
own  (Tressiiian's)  strilong  presence,  which  rendered 
it  necessary  to  give  an  extraordinary  reason  for  the 
rapidity  and  secrecy  of  his  journey. 

At  length  they  approached  the  metropoiis,  where, 
owing  to  the  more  general  recoarse  of  strangers,  their 
appearance  excited  neither  observation  nor  inquiry, 
and  Unally  they  entered  London  itsel£ 

It  was  Tressilian's  purpose  to  go  down  directly  to 
Dc^tford,  where  Lord  Sussex  resided,  in  order  to  be 
near  the  court,  then  held  at  Greenwich,  the  fitvourite 
residence  of  Elizi^th,  and  honoured  as  her  birth- 
plaee.  Still  a  brief  halt  in  London  was  necessary ; 
and  it  was  somewhat  prolonged  by  the  earnest  en- 
treaties of  Way  land  Smith,  who  desired  permission 
to  take  a  walk  through  the  city. 

"  Take,  thy  sword  and  buckler,  and  follow  me. 
then,"  said  Tressilian ;  "  I  am  about  to  walk  mysdf, 
and  we  will  go  in  companv.'' 

Hiis  he  said,  because  he  was  not  altogether  so 
secure  of  the  fidelity  of  his  new  retainer,  as  to  lose 
sight  of  him  at  this  interesting  moment,  when  rival 
fictions  at  the  court  of  Elizaoeth  were  rtmning  so 
high.  Wayland  Smith  willingly  acquiesced  in  the 
prrecaution,  of  which  he  probably  conjectured  the  mo- 
tive, but  only  stipulated,  that  his  master  should  enter 
the  shops  of  such  chemists  or  apothecaries  as  he 
should  point  out,  in  walking  through  Fleet  street,  and 
permit  him  to  make  some  necessary  purchases.  Tres- 
silian agreed,  and  obeying  the  signal  of  his  attendant, 
walked  successively  into  more  than  four  or  five  shops, 
where  he  observed  that  Wayland  purchased  in  each 
only  one  sinde  drugj  in  various  quantities.  The  mo' 
dicines  which  he  fust  asked  lor  were  readily  nur- 
nished,  each  in  succession,  but  those  which  he  after- 
wards required  were  less  easily  supplied — and  Tres- 
alian  observed,  that  Wayland  more  than  once,  to  the 
suiprise  of  the  shopkeeper,  returned  the  gum  or  herb 
that  was  ofiered  to  him,  andcompellea  him  to  ex- 
change it  for  the  right  sort,  or  else  went  on  to  sedt 
it  elsewhere.  But  one  ingredient,  in  particular,  seem- 
ed almost  impossible  to  oe  found.  Some  chemists 
plainlv  admitted  they  had  never  seen  it,~others  de- 
nied that  such  a  drug  existed,  excepting  in  the  ima- 
gination of  crazy  aichymists, — and  most  of  them 
attempted  to  satisfy  their  customer,  by  producing 
Bome  substitute,  which,  when  rejected  by  Wayland. 
as  not  beini;  what  he  had  asked  ror,  they  maintained 
possessed,  m  a  superior  degree,  the  self-same  qualities. 
In  general,  they  all  displayed  some  curiosity  concern- 
ing the  purpose  for  which  he  wanted  it.  One  old. 
roea^  chemist,  to  whom  the  artist  put  the  usual 
question,  in  terms  which  Tressilian  neither  under- 
stood nor  could  recollect,  answered  frankly,  there 
was  none  of  that  drug  in  London,  unless  Yoglan  the 
Jew  chanced  to  have  some  of  it  upon  hand. 

I  thought  as  much,"  said  Wayland.  And  as  soon 
as  they  left  the  shop,  he  said  to  Tressihan,  **  I  crave 
your  pardon,  sir,  but  no  artist  can  work  without  his 
tools.  I  must  needs  go  to  this  Yoglan's ;  and  I  pro- 
nu^  you,  that  if  this  detains  you  longer  than  your 
leimiie  seems  to  permit,  you  shall,  nevertheless,  be 
well  repaid,  by  the  use  I  vrill  make  of  this  rare  drug. 
Permit  me, '  he  added,  "  to  walk  before  you,  for  we 
are  now  to  quit  the  broad  street,  and  we  wul  make 
double  speed  if  I  lead  the  way." 

Tressilian  acquiesced,  ana,  following  the  smith 
down  a  lane  which  turned  to  the  left  hand  towards 
the  nver,  he  found  that  his  guide  walked  on  with 
great  speed,  and  apparently  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
town,  through  a  labyrinth  of  by-streets,  courts,  and 
bond  alleys,  until  at  length  Wayland  paused  in  the 
indst  of  a  very  narrow  lane,  the  termination  of  which 
«M>wed  a  peep  of  the  Thames  looking  misty  and 
muddy,  wmch  background  was  crossed  saltier-ways, 
as  Mr.  Mumblazen  might  have  said,  by  the  masts  of 
two  lighters  that  lay  waiting  for  the  tide.  The  shop 
^uidct  which  he  halted  had  not,  as  in  modem  days, 
a  glKEed  window— but  a  paltry  canvass  screen  sur- 
'JWMed  such  a  stall  as  a  cobler  now  occupies,  having 
the  front  open,  much  in  the  manner  of  a  fishraonger*s 
"ooth  of  the  present  day.  A  little  old  sinock-faced 
man,  the  very  reverse  of  a  Jew  in  complexion,  for  he 


ay,  gold  weil-refined— I  vill  say  six 
m»n  Mount  Sinai,  where  v?e  had 


4r 

was  veiT  toft-haired  as  wall  tm  baanUeas,  imsarod, 
and  with  many  courtaaiai  aaked  Wayland  inut  he 
pleased  to  want.  He  had  no  sooner  named  the  dnifL 
than  the  Jew  started  and  looked  surprised.  "  And 
vat  might  your  vorahm  vant  vith  that  dnau  which  is 
not  named,  mein  Qoo,  in  forty  years  tm  I  have  been 
chemist  here  7" 

"  These  questions  it  is  no  part  of  my  commission 
to  answer,"  said  Wayland ;  "  I  only  wish  to  know 
if  you  have  what  I  want,  and  having  it,  are  willing 
to  sell  it  9" 

"  Ay,  mein  Gtod,  for  having  it,  that  I  have,  and  for 
selling  it  I  am  a  chemist,  and  sell  every  drugl"  So 
sayinc^  he  exhibited  a  powder,  and  then  continued, 
**  But  It  will  cost  much  moneys— Vat  I  ave  cost  its 
weight  in  gold- 
times— It  comes 

our  blessed  Law  given  forth,  and  the  plant  bloesoma 
but  once  in  one  hundred  year." 

"  I  do  not  know  how  often  it  is  gathered  on  Mount 
Sinai,"  said  Wayland,  after  looking  at  the  drug  ofier- 
ed him  with  great  disiiain,  "but  I  will  wager  my 
sword  and  buckler  against  your  gaberdina.  that  this 
trash  you  ofier  me,  instead  of  what  I  asked  for,  may 
be  had  for  gathering  any  day  of  the  week  m  tka 
castle-ditch  of  Aleppo." 

"  You  are  a  rude  man,"  said  the  Jew ;  "  and.  be- 
sides, I  ave  no  better  than  that— or  if  1  ave,  I  will  not 
sell  It  without  order  of  a  physioian— or  vnthout  yon- 
tell  me  vat  you  make  of  it.^' 

The  artist  made  brief  answer  in  a  language  of  which 
Tressilian  could  not  understand  a  word,  and  whicfa 
seemed  to  strike  the  Jew  with  the  utmost  aatoniah- 
ment  He  stared  upon  Wayland  like  one  who  has 
suddenly  recognised  some  mighty  hero  or  dreaded 
potentate,  in  the  person  of  an  unknown  and  un- 
marked stranger.  Holy  Ebasl"  he  exclaimed,  when 
he  had  reoovoed  the  first  stimning  efiects  of  mssur- 
prise:  and  then  passing  fiom  his  former  sumdous 
and  surly  manner  to  the  very  extremity  of  obsec^ 
ousness,  he  cringed  low  to  the  artist,  and  besought 
him  to  enter  his  poor  house,  to  bless  his  miseiable 
threshold  by  crossing  it 

"Vill  you  not  taste  a  cup  vith  the  poor  Jew,  Za- 
charias  Yoglan  ?— Vill  you  Tokay  ave  *?— vill  you  La* 
chrymse  taste?— vill  you" 

"You  ofiend  in  your  proffers,"  said  Wayhmd; 
"minister  to  me  in  what  I  require  of  you,  and  KtbeKt 
farther  discourse." 

The  rebuked  Israelite  took  his  btmch  of  keys,  and 
opening  with  drcurospection  a  cabinet  which  seemed 
more  strongly  secured  than  the  other  cases  of  drugs 
and  medicines  amongst  which  it  stood,  he  drew  out 
a  little  secret  drawer,  tiaving  a  glass  lid,  and  contain- 
ing a  small  portion  of  a  l>lack  powder.  This  he 
ofiered  to  Wayland,  his  manner  conveying  the  deepest 
devotion  towards  him,  though  an  avaricions  and  jea- 
lous expression  which  seenied  to  grudge  every  grain 
of  what  his  customer  was  about  to  possess  hunself^ 
disputed  ground  in  his  countenance,  with  the  obse- 
quious deference  which  he  desired  it  should  exhibit 

"Have  you  scales'?"  said  Wayland. 

The  Jew  pointed  to  those  which  lay  ready  for  com- 
mon use  in  the  shop,  but  he  did  so  with  a  puzsled  ex- 
pression of  doubt  and  fear,  which  did  not  escape  the 
artist. 

"  They  must  be  other  than  these,"  said  Wayland, 
sternly:  " know  you  not  that  holy  things  lose  thehr 
virtue  if  weighed  in  an  unjust  balance  V 

The  Jew  hung  his  head,  took  from  a  steel-plated 
casket  a  pair  of  scales  beautifully  mounted,  and  said, 
as  he  adjusted  them  for  the  artist's  use,—"  With  tbaee 
I  do  mine  own  experiment — one  hair  of  the  high- 
priest^s  beard  would  turn  them." 

"It  suffices,"  said  the  artist;  and  weighed  out  two 
drachms  for  himself  of  the  black  powder,  which  he 
very  carefully  folded  up,  and  put  into  his  pouch  wiwi 
the  other  drugs.  He  then  demanded  the  price  of  the 
Jew,  who  answered,  shaking  his  head  and  bow? 
ing, — 

^  No  price — ^no,  nothing  at  all  from  such  as  vou. 
—But  you  will  see  the  poor  Jew  again  7  you  will  look 
into  his  laboratory,  where,  God  help  him,  he  hath 
dried  himself  to  the  substance  of  the  withered  gourd 
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tlie  place  Gllad  with  the  leUiaera  of  the  Eu-l  of  Siu- 
Ki,  ud  of  the  scatlenMii  who  ctme  to  ■lleud  [bar 
patron  Id  hia  iUneu.    Armi  were  in  eten^  hand,  uid 

□Dnbsuded  an  imiuc^ats  oiid  violi 
'  ■       -      ■  -  .  the  hall,  ho 


a  if  Ihey  had 


TrBMiuiin  was  uahHiii  b^ 

ants,  wlule  another  went  to  inform  Susiei  of  hia 
airirtJ,  he  found  only  two  genllemen  io  wailing. 
There  waa  a  remarkable  contraal  in  their  dreaa,  ap- 
pearano^  and  mannara.  Tho  atdre  of  Ihe  elder 
'"'"^"~"*",  a  peraon  aa  it  leczned  of  quaLlv  and  in 
of  life,  wa>  very  plain  and  aoldierlilie,  his 
_.  L-_  i!_i L!^  bearing  imgraeefuL 


eentleman,  a 
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Itmaybc^"  laid Trwailian.  " ihM 1 1*31  onbiM* 
aame  puipoae,  id  aoon  aa  I  have  tattled  witta 

Thou  buauieM  at  coun  1"  they  both  aiclaiiwl  at 
le:  '^aud  thou  make  thelndian  Toyagel*' 

Why,  TnUBJIian."  aaid  iha  ycnmser  man,  "  art 
....u  not  wnldHJ,  and  beyond  ihaae  flawa  of  fortune, 
thai  drive  folka  out  to  aea  when  tbeir  bark  bears  fair' 
eat  for  the  haven  7— WhM  has  become  of  tha  lo*dr 
f ndamira  thai  wm  to  maich  my  Amoiet  lot  Iruth  aaa 

""  "' of  heir'  aaid  Treawlian,  ararlmc  bi> 


pertona  of  qualiiy  at 
velvet  cJoak  ricBr  o 
bioidery,  with  a  boni 


whS;; 

n  the  p 


enledn 


fc 


„ jme,  endrclel     ._ 

ijn  turned  three  limes  round  it.  and  secured 
il.  Hie  bail  waa  adjusted  rery  nearly  like 
tnc  Hds  gentlemen  u  our  own  time,  that 

^  ..  combed  upwards,  and  made  lo  stand  aa  it 

were  on  end;  atut  in  bia  ears  he  wore  SDtir  of  silver 
ear-rings,  havitkg  each  a  peail  of  consiaen ' ' 

The  countenance  of  ihia youth,  besides  bang  i  „_ 

handsome  and  accompanied  by  n  fine  person,  was 
uumaRd  and  striking  in  a  d^ree  ihel  ~         '  -- 

qieak  al  once  the  ttimDeas  of  a  decided 

<u  an  enlecprising  character,  Ihe  power  of  reflecdon, 
and  the  prompiitude  of  detemiinaLian. 

Both  ibeae  genllemen  reclined  nearly  m  the 
posture  on  beaclies  near  each  other ;  but  ench  t — .. 
mg  engaged  in  his  own  mediiBiians,  looked  atrnighl 
opon  the  wall  which  was  opposiie  to  them,  without 
■peaking  to  hia  companion.  The  looks  of  the  eldei 
vtere  olThal  sort  which  convinced  the  beholder,  that, 
in  lookuiB  on  the  wall,  ho  saw  no  more  than  the  aide 
of  an  oO  hall  hung  around  with  cloaka,  antlera, 
bacMera,  old  pieces  of  armour,  partisana,  ai  '  ' 
oniilir  articles  which  were  uauslly  the  fUroii 
mch  a  place.  The  took  of  tho  younger  gal Isni  naa 
inilsomethinK  imsKinative;  he  was  aunk  in  revenet 
and  it  seemed  na  if  tho  empty  space  of  ait  betwut 
him  and  the  wall,  were  the  aiBsa  of  a  theatre  on 
which  his  fancy  was  muatering  hia  own  drantatit 
penaiiA,  and  ireadng  him  with  sights  far  difiennt 
nom  those  which  hia  awakened  and  earthly  viaion 
could  have  ofTered. 

At  the  entrance  of  TressiliBn  both  started  from 
their  musing,  and  bade  him  wdcomei  the  younger, 
in  particular,  with  great  ^tpearance  of  ammalion  and 
i.n„ .  — , m :':—],"  uid  the  youth) 


11  again  touch 

wcllaaaadnt-- ., 

lawBhiploeaci«ieite>*nckof  timnneand  hapgs- 
Bsm  Ibis  sudden  lempeall    I  had  hoped  tbon  wart 

.-  haiboui,  at  least,  my  dear  Edmuno— But  mlr 

saya  another  dear  friend  of  tby  name, 


Thou  art  welcome,  Treaai 
"  thy  philosophy  stole  thee  froi 
bold  had  objects  of  ambition  tc 


.,_  it  returns  thcv  to  us  when  then  are 

— , „.„  J)  be  shared."  _  

"^la  my  lord,  then,  so  greatly  mdiiposedT'  aaid 


"  We  fear  the  very  wonl,"  answered  the  eldeigBn- 
ilemaa,  "and  by  toe  worat  practice." 
"Pie,"  railwl  Tressiiian,  "myLoid  of  Leu:etler 

"What  doth  bo  with  such  atlendanta,  then,  as  he 
bath  about  him?"  auid  the  younger  gallant.  "Theman 
whoraiBosihedevdmaybehoneat,  but  hoiB  iinan- 
tbla  for  the  mischief  which  the  liend  does  for  all  tbi 

"Andisthiaallof  you,  my  mates,"  inrjuired  Trra- 
diaiL  "  that  are  about  my  lord  hi  his  utmost  atraita  1 

"No,  no,"  replied  the  elder  gentleman,    'there  i 
Tracy,  Markbara,  and  eeveraJ  more ;  but  wc  keep 
watch  here  by  two  at  once,  and  some  are  weary  and 
are  sleepmg  in  the  rallery  above.        „ 

"  And  some,"  saa  tha  young  man, '  are  gone 
to  the  Dock  yonder  at  Deptford,    to  Ipokoui 
a  hulk  as   they    may   purchase  by  clublnng 
broken  fbrtunes  I  and  ao  aoon  as  all  is  over,  v 
lay  our  noble  lord  in  a  noble  green  E 
blowatlhoaewbc '■—-'■ — ■■~'^—  •>"!► 
tDoily  snita,  and 
hsana  and  light  p 
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lid   "  ihe  dedanikm  a(  the  raseal  cook  whom  « 
id  under  eisminf^-    — '  ''"''  '■-~'k"-  •<  ■' 


cmeiiius  be  not  In 
nttrf  Uimed  lo  It 


ing  of  wbich,  the  aaid 


he  hud  not  been  supplied  with  In 


a  hMbaliel,  ci 


dDci 


malerials 
"And 


p  adds.  hohMAOl  iinoeBeen  ibesaid  Demt 

"This  accords  wilh  thy  fellow's  HorTiTresBdiin," 

tid  the  E«il :  "  rail  him  hiiher." 
On  being  sirnimoned  lo  the  Eiiri's  presence,  Wsy- 

ind  Smith  lold  bis  (brmer  Ule  with  firmneaB  and 

"It  may  he,"  Mid  thoEarl,  "Ibou  art  seni  by  those 
'ho  have  begUQ  thi«  work,  to  end  ii  ior  them  i  but 
eihink,  if  I  miscaiiy  undar  thy  madicine,  il  may  go 
ard  with  thee." 

"That  were  eeveremovRiTe,"  said  Wayland,  hdcc 
iG  issue  of  medicine,  and  the  end  of  hie,  are  in 
^«tl-    '■  — '  -■--  ^-'-      "---- 


,1  lired  a 


long  under  b 


o  be  B&aid  of  j 


"  Nay,  if  (hou  be'sl  so  confident,"  nid  the  E^sri  of 
iusaex.  "  1  will  take  (be  risk  too,  for  the  learned  can 
o  nolhinK  for  me.    Tell  me  how  ihia  medidae  ie  to 

"That  will  I  dopre««nlly,"satd  Waytandi  "but 
How  me  to  condition  that,  amcc  I  mrur  all  the  risk 
f  ibis  tre8lme^t^  no  other  phj™dsnBhill  be  pennil- 
)d  10  interfere  with  il." 

"That  ie  but  firir,"  replirf  the  Bari;  "and  now 
repare  your  drug." 

While  Waylsnd  obeyed  the  Earl'a  command^  his 
nvanla,  by  ihe  artist's  direction,  undressed  their 
laatcr,  and  placed  him  in  bed. 

"1  warn  you,"  he  said,  "thai  the  first  operation  of 
lis  mBdicitie  will  be  to  produce  a  heayy  sleep,  durimf 

9  the  ronsequencea  may  oiherwiae  be  fatal.  I  my- 
df  will  watch  by  the  Earl,  wiih  any  of  the  genile- 
■ca  of  his  chamber." 

"Let  all  leaye  the  room,  aave  Smnley  and  ihis 
ood  fellow,"  said  the  Eari, 

"And  saving  me  also,"  said  TressiliaD.  "Iiooam 
eef)ly  interealed  in  the  eflecla  of  this  potion/' 

"  Be  il  so,  good  ftiend,"  aaid  the  Earl  j  "  and  now 
)r  our  eitpenmoDl ;   but  first  call  my  secretary  and 

"  Bear  witnoa,"  he  oontinued,  when  these  officers 
rrlTsd,  "bearwilDesa  forme,  Kenltemcu,  thai  our 
onoorable  friend  Tresniian  is  in  no  way  responsible 
)r  the  eibcli  which  thia  medicine  may  produce  upon 


remedy  which  God  hss 
ly  noble  and 


I  retard  I  bolia^  it  lo  be  a 
tmiabed  m*  Iw  unripecled 

lypreaent  malady.    Comm , 

nncely  Mistress;  and  say  thai  I  live  and  die  her 
ervant,  and  wish  lo  all  ahoul  ber  throne  the  same 
LnEleness  of  heart  and  will  to  aerre  her,  with  more 
biiity  to  do  so  than  halh  been  aaaigned  to  poor 
liamBB  Ralclifie." 

lie  then  (olded  his  hands,  and  seemed  for  a  Sfcond 
r  two  nbsorbed  in  mental  devalion,  then  look  Ihe 
oiion  in  his  hand,  and,  pausina,  regarded  Wayland 
lith  a  look  that  awmed  designed  to  penetrate  his 
eiy  Boul,  but  which  caused  no  aniiely  or  hcsiLation 
1  the  countenance  or  rosjiner  of  ihe  artist. 

"Here  is  nothing  to  be  feared,"  said  Sussex  to 
VcBsitian;  and  swiillowed  the  medicine  wiihout  fu- 
fr  hcaitaiion. 

"  t  am  DOW  lo  pray  your  lordship,"  said  Wsyland, 

to  dispose  youraelf  lo  rest  as  commodiousty  as  you 
an ;  and  of  yott,  gentlemen,  to  remain  as  sldl  and 
mle  as  if  you  wiUled  at  your  mathci'e  deathbed." 

The  chamberlain  and  secrclary  then  wilhdrcw.  giv- 
ig  otdss  that  all  doors  should  be  bolted,  and  ail 
oise  in  Ihe  bouM  sliicdy  prohibited.  Several  gen- 
emen  were  volunlaiy  watchers  in  the  ball,  bat  none 


remained  in  the  clierober  of  ihe  nek  Earl.  ea*i  ha 
groom  of  the  chsmberi  the  atliat,  and  Trcssdian.— 

pliahed,  and  a  sleep  fell  upon  the  Earl^  ao  deep  and 
sound,  that  they  who  watched  his  bedside  b^^  to 
fear,  that,  in  hia  weakened  state,  he  might  psMawii 
without  BwnkeninK  from  his  lethargy.  Waylani 
Smith  himself  appeared  anxious,  and  felt  the  Icni- 
pies  of  the  Earl  stightly,  from  time  to  time,  atitndum 
particnlarly  lo  the  state  of  hia  respiration,  which  wu 
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Tuxaa  is  no  period  at  which  men  look  worse  in  ilu 
eyes  of  each  other,  or  feel  more  uncomforlabk  Ibu 
when  (he  firet  down  of  daylight  linds  ihem  wiichen. 
Even  a  beauty  of  the  firet  order,  aflei  (he  tie^iA  i 
ball  are  intcrnipled  by  the  dawn,  would  do  insdy  In 
withdraw  herself  from  the  saie  of  her  fondest  and 
most  partial  admirers.  Such  was  ibe  pale;  in*i«>- 
cioiis.  and  unsralafid  light,  which  beean  to  hean  ap- 
on  those  who  kept  waidi  all  ni^t,in  IbchallaiSai'i 
(^urt  and  which  mbigied  its  culd,  pale,  blue  diSnkn 
with  the  red,  yellow,  and  smoky  beams  of  ex[xjiag 

."hJdl^  the  TMm'fci"! 
'ause  of  B  bnockuual  tlk' 


'■J-s^x-; 


the  forlorn  and  ghastly  aspects  of  hia  companunBof 
the  watcK  thaiTie  eiclaimed,  "Pity  of  myh«Brt,nir 
maateta,  how  hke  owla  you  look  I  Methmka,  when 
Ihe  Bun  rises,  I  shall  see  you  fluller  off  with  youreyct 
dallied,  10  stick  yourselves  into  the  DeKt  ity-tod  a: 

"Hold  thy  peace,  thou  gibing  fool."  said  Blouai; 
"hold  thy  peace.  Is  this  n  lime  for  jewing,  when  the 
manhood  of  England  is  perchance  dying  within  i 
wbU's  breadth  of  thee  7" 

"  There  thou  lieat,"  replied  the  gaQanl. 

"How,  lie!"  exclaimed  Blount,  starting  uji,  "lie: 

"  Why,  BO  (hou  didst,  thou  peevish  fool,"  answa- 
ed  (he  youth ;  "  thou  didsi  lie  on  ihai  bench  evm 
now,  didsl  thou  nol1  But  art  ihou  not  a  hasijr  era- 
comb,  lo  pick  up  a  wry  word  so  wrathfuUy  T  IVevn- 
(beless,  loving  and  honourinfi  mv  lord  as  uuly  ai 
thou,  or  any  one,  I  dare  say,  thai  should  Heaven  tike 
him  fhim  us,  all  England's  manhood  dies  nol  writ 

"Ay,"  replied  Blouni,  "a  good  poftion  will  BOTvix 
wi(h  i^ee,  doubtlesB." 

"  And  B  good  poition  with  thyself  Blount,  and  tritb 
sloui  Maikhsm  here,  and  Tracy,  ar>d  all  of  us.  B«l 
am  he  will  beat  employ  the  laleni  Heaven  has  giiiei 

"  Aa  how,  1  prithee  1"  said  Blouni ;  "  (eD  ua  fOB 

answered  (he  you(h,  "ye  an  l&e 
g<  lich  bears  no  crop  because  i(  ia  dm 

qi  anure;  but  I  have  that  riainp  sperit  in 

pf  f  ambition  will  koep  my  brain  at  woii. 


ny  port 


il  drive  thee  r 


nori" 


said 


"  Ihou  has 
shoulders  i 

kn^ni^'Sid 


Ibis  antaBHufi 
Stic  aloocn— th^ 


nsmulation !"  eiclumedfais 
already  got  iho  (rue  i 

T,  B8d"lIiinehnndB  w 
thou  hast  a  kind  of  earthy  srnell  aboai 
of  being  pcrfumnl  with  essence^  aa  a 
puttier  should.    On  my  soul,  thou  ban 
roll  thyself  on  a  hay  mow !      Unr  onli 
excuse  wui  oe  to  swear  by  thy  bilta,  that  tbe  unns 
had  a  fair  dau«hler." 
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I  pray  thee.  Walter,"  said  another  of  the  com- 
pany. "  cease  thy  raillery,  which  suits  neither  time 
nor  place,  and  tell  us  who  was  at  the  gate  just  now." 

**  Doctor  Masters,  physician  to  her  urace  in  ordin- 
ary, sent  by  her  especial  orders  to  inquire  aAer  the 
.  Earl's  health,"  answered  Walter. 

"  Ha !  what  I"  exclaimed  Tracy,  "  that  was  no 
slight  mark  of  favour ;  if  *th&  Earl  can  but  come 
throu£^.  he  will  match  with  Leicester  yet  It  Mas- 
ters with  my  lord  at  present  ?" 

"  Nay/'  rephed  Walter,  "  he  is  half  way  back  to 
Greenwich  bv  this  time,  and  in  high  dudgeon." 

*'  Thou  diast  not  refuse  him  admittance  7"  ex- 
clsiined  Tracy. 

**  Thou  wert  not,  surely,  so  mad  7"  ejaculated  Blount 

**  I  refused  him  admittance  as  flatly,  Blount^  as  you 
would  refuse  a  penny  to  a  blind  beggar;  as  obstinately, 
Tracy,  as  thou  didst  ever  deny  access  to  a  dun." 

"  Why,  in  the  fiend's  nitme,  didst  thou  trust  him  to 
go  to  the  gate  7"  said  Blount  to  Tracy. 

**  It  suited  his  years  better  than  mme,"  answered 
TVacy;*' but  he  has  undone  us  all  now  thoroughly.  My 
lord  may  live  or  die,  he  will  never  have  a  look  of  fa- 
vour from  her  Majesty  again." 

"  Nor  the  means  of  making  fortunes  for  his  follow- 
ers," said  the  young  gallant,  smiling  contemptuously; 
■7-  there  Ues  the  sore  point  that  will  brook  no  hand- 
ling. My  good  sirs.  I  sounded  my  lamentations  over 
mv  lord  somewhat  less  loudly  than  some  of  you ;  but 
when  the  point  comes  of  doing  him  service.  I  will 
jrieid  to  none  of  you.  Had  this  (earned  leech  entered, 
thinkstthou  not  there  had  been  such  a  coil  betwixt 
him  and  Tressihan's  mediciner,  that  not  the  sleeper 
only,  but  the  very  dead  might  have  awaken^  7  I 
know  what  larum  belongs  to  the  discord  of  doctors." 

*'  And  who  is  to  take  the  blame  of  opposing  the 
Q,aeen's orders 7"  said  Tracy  :  "for,  undemably,  Doc- 
tor Masters  came  with  her  Orace's  positive  com- 
mands to  cure  the  Earl." 

"  !,  who  have  done  the  wrong,  will  bear  the  blame," 
sax!  Walter. 

"  Thus,  then,  off  fly  the  dreams  of  court  favour 
thou  hast  nourished,"  said  Blount;  **  and  despite  all 
thy  boasted  art  and  ambition,  Devonshire  wUl  see 
theo  shine  a  true  younger  brother,  fit  to  sit  low  at 
the  board,  carve  turn  about  with  the  chaplain,  look 
that  the  hounds  be  fed.  and  see  the  squire's  girths 
drawn  when  he  goes  a-hunting." 

"  Not  so,"  said  the  young  man.  colouring,  "  not 
while  Ireland  and  the  Netherlands  have  wars,  and 
not  while  the  sea  hath  pathless  waves.  The  rich 
West  hath  lands  undreamed  of^  and  Britain  contains 
bold  hearts  to  venture  on  the  quest  of  them.— Adieu 
for  a'^ace,  my  masters.  I  go  to  walk  in  the  coiut, 
and  look  to  tlu»  sentinels." 

"  The  lad  hath  quicksilver  in  his  veins,  that  is  cer- 
tain/' said  Blount,  looking  at  Markham. 

"  He  hath  that  both  in  brain  and  blood,''  «aid  Mark- 
feam,  '*  which  may  either  make  5r  mar  him.  But,  in 
erasing  the  door  against  Masters,  he  hath  done  a 
daring  and  loving  piece  of  service ;  for  Tressihan's 
fellow  hath  ever  averred,  that  to  wake  the  Earl  were 
death,  and  Masters  would*wake  the  Seven  Sleepers 
themselves,  if  he  thought  they  slept  not  by  the  regular 
ordinance  of  medicine." 

Morning  was  well  advanced,  when  Tressilian,  fa- 
tigued ana  over  watched,  came  down  to  the  hall  with 
the  joyful  intelUgence,  that  the  Earl  had  awakened 
of  himself,  that  he  found  his  internal  complaints 
much  mitigated,  and  spoke  with  a  cheerfulness,  and 
looked  around  with  a  vivacity,  which  of  themselves 
showed  a  material  and  favourable  change  had  taken 
place.  Tressilian  at  the  same  time  commanded  the 
attendance  of  one  or  two  of  his  followers,  to  report 
what  had  passed  during  the  night,  and  to  relieve  the 
wntthars  m-the  Earl's  chamber. 

When  the  message  of  the  Queen  was  communica- 
ted to  the  Earl  of  Sussex,  he  at  first  smiled  at  the  re- 
pulse which  the  physician  had  received  from  his  zea- 
lous young  follower,  but  instantly  recollecting  him- 
self, he  commanded  Blount,  his  master  of  the  horse, 
instantly  to  take  boat,  and  go  down  the  river  to  the 
Palace  of  Qreenwich,  takmg  young  Walter  and  Tra- 
cy with  him,  and  make  a  suitable  compliment,  express- 
3X 
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ing  his  grateful  thanks  to  his  Sovereign,  and  mention- 
ing the  cause  why  he  had  not  been  enabled  to  profit  by 
the  assistance  of  the  wise  and  learned  Doctor  Masters. 
•  A  plague  on  it,"  said  Blount,  as  he  descended  the 
stairs,  had  he  sent  me  with  a  cartel  to  Leicester,  I 
thmk  I  should  have  done  his  errand  indifferently  well. 
But  to  go  to  our  gracious  Soverdgn,  before  whom  all 
words  must  be  lackered  over  either  with  gliding  or 
with  sugar,  is  such  a  confectionary  matter  as  clean 
baffles  my  poor  old  English  brain.— Come  with  me, 
Tracy,  and  come  you  too,  Master  Walter  Wittypate, 
that  art  the  cause  of  our  having  all  this  ado.  Let  us 
see  if  thy  neat  brain,  that  flames  so  many  flashy  fire- 
works, can  help  out  a  plain  fellow  at  need  with  soma 
of  thv  shrewd  devices." 

„  "  .^vfr.fear,  never  fear,"  exclaimed  the  youth. 
It  IS  I  will  help  you  through— let  me  but  fetch  my 

I!  ^V>  ^^"  hast  it  on  thy  shoulders,"  said  Blount 
— ^^  the  lad  is  mazed." 

"No,  no,  this  is  "Tracy's  old  mantle,"  answered 
Walter*,  I  go  not  with  thee  to  court  unless  as  a  gen* 
tleman  should." 

"  Why,"  said  Blount,  "  thy  braveries  are  like  to  daz- 
zle the  eyes  of  none  but_  some  poor  groom  or  porter." 
I  know  that,"  said  the  youth ;  "but  I  am  resolved 
I  wdl  have  my  own  cloak,  ay,  and  brush  my  doublet 
to  boot,  ere  I  stir  forth  with  you." 

"  Well,  well  said  Blount,  "  here  is  a  coil  about" 
a  doublet  and  a  cloak— get  thyself  ready,  a  Qod's 
name !" 

They  were  soon  laimched  on  the  princely  bosom  of 
the  broad  Thames,  upon  which  the  sun  now  shdno 
forth  in  all  its  splendour. 

"There  are  two  things  scarce  matched  in  tha 
uniyersa"  said  Walter  to  Blount.—"  the  sim  in  hea- 
ven, and  the  Thames  on  the  earth." 

"  The  one  will  light  us  to  Greenwich  wdl  enough^" 
said  Blountf  "  and  the  other  would  take  us  there  a  ht- 
tle  faster  if  it  were  ebb  tide." 

"  And  this  is  all  thou  think'st— all  thou  careet— all 
thou  deem'st  the  use  of  the  King  of  Elements,  and  the 
King  of  Rivers,  to  guide  three  such  poor<:aitiffs,  as 
thysclfi  and  me,  and  Tracy,  upon  an  idle  journey  of 
courtly  ceremony !" 

"  1 1 13  no  errand  of  mv  seeking,  faith,"  repUed  Blount^ 
"  and  I  could  excuse  both  the  sun  and  the  Thames 
the  trouble  of  carrying  me  where  I  have  no  great  mind 
to  go;  and  where  I  expect  but  dog's  wages  for  my 
trouble— and  by  my  honour,"  he  added,  looking  out 
from  the  head  of  the  boat,  "  it  seems  to  me  as  our  mes« 
sage  were  a  sort  of  labour  in  vain ;  for  see,  the  Queen's 
barge  lies  at  the  stairs,  as  if  her  Majesty  were  about 
to  take  water." 

It  was  even  so.  The  royal  barge,  manned  with 
the  Queen's  watermen,  richly  attired  in  the  regal  livc- 
riesj  and  having  the  banner  of  England  displayed, 
did  indeed  he  at  the  great  stairs  whicn  ascend^  from 
the  river  and  along  with  the  two  or  thred  other  boats  foe. 
transporting  such  part  of  her  retinue  as  were  not  in 
immediate  attendance  on  the  royal  person.  The 
yeoman  of  the  guard,  the  tallest  and  most  handsome 
men  whom  England  could  produce,  guarded  with 
then:  halberds  the  passage  from  the  palace-gate  to  the 
river  side^  and  all  soemea  in  readiness  for  the  Queen's 
coming  forth,  although  the  day  was  yet  so  early. 

"  By  my  faith,  this  bodes  us  no  good,"  said  Blount; 
"  it  must  DC  some  perilous  cause  puts  her  Grace  in 
motion  thus  untimeously.  Bv  my  counsel,  we  were 
best  put  back  again,  and  tell  the  Earl  what  we  have 
seen." 

'*  Tell  the  Earl  what  we  have  seen  I"  said  Walter  1 
"  why,  what  have  we  seen  but  a  boat,  and  men  with 
scarlet  jerkins,  and  halberds  in  their  hands  7  Let  us 
do  his  errand,  and  tell  him  what  the  Queen  says  in 
reply." 

So  saying,  he  caused  the  boat  to  be  pulled  towards 
a  landing  place  at  some  distance  from  the  principal 
one,  which  it  would  not,  at  that  moment,  have  been 
thought  respectful  to  approach,  and  jumped  on  shor& 
followed,  though  With  reluctance,  by  his  cautious  ana 
timid  companions.  As  they  approached  the  gate  of 
the  palace,  one  of  the  sergeant  porters  told  them  they 
could  not  at  present  enter,  as  her  Blajesty  was  in  the 
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ma  of  comina  forth.    'Ae  gcollamui  DMd  lb»  i 
of  tba  Saxi  of  Suj«ex  j  but  it  [iroTed  n"  -'•" 
■Dbdoa  tba  ofBcsr,  wbo  alleRed  in  rtfih, 
W  much  M  hiB  post  wu  worlh,  to  did-^.^   ._ 
)b»1  tiiile  the  caminaDda  which  ha  bad  recsved. 

"NiVi  I  (old  you  u  much  before,"  nid  Blouni; 
"An  I  nmw  van.  mv  dear  Wallu.  let  III  Itlu  bou 


'iiiobey  in  the 


muddy  one.— ToiT 
-c«T«Iier,  " ' 


nshen  be- 
flanked  by 


t^nkrf 


mentioDed 
^urthepei 
TBTdaafi 


miiaiiently, 

dl  propOT- 

«>ch,  with 

rith  hia  fine 
I  rich  altire 

.somewhat 


lair  pn^Hntioiu  of  externaLlbnn  which  chanced  i 
diitinzui^  any  ol  her  couniera.  Accoidin^y,  ah- 
flxedberkeeiiglaiiceoi]  the  youth,  as  ahe  approached 
die  place  when  he  Hood,  with  a  look  in  which  aur- 
prinat  lue  bolditeH  seemed  to  be  unmingled  with 
naeDUnenl,  while  a  niSmg  accident  happened  which 
altncled  her  allentkin  towards  him  rel  more  suons- 
ly.    The  nisbt  had  been  raiDjr,  and  jnat  where  lEc 

young  ger-'- ■* '' -■-  -'  ~-'  '"• 

templed 

ahoaldeia, 


the4 


the  young ,  — 

roted  fouriesy  with  „  , „. 

-  '>TerKiread  hia  whole 
coofiued,      •'■    ' 


d  eourii 
hibaio' 


t  oyer  it  diy- 
mao,  who  *< 

1  hii, 

and  bturtied,ia  her  tuiiL  nodded 


her  head,  hairtily  passed  on,  aod 
Mnn  witooot  sanbg  a  word. 

Come  along,  air  Coicomb,"  aaid  Blount 
gfj  cloak  will  need  the  brush  to-day,  I  vol 

a  you  bad  meant  lo  make  a  fbot-ctolh  of  yoi 

Ue,  better  hays  kept  "nacy**  old  drah-de-burs,  which 
deapisn  ail  colours." 

"Tbit  cloak,     said  the  youth,  taking  itup  and  fold- 
i^il^  "ahall  never  bebniahed  while  in  my  poaaca- 


IM  Ihe.Spsniaid  a 
bpd  of  Penaianeia. 
"I  WW  sent,"  said  he,  after  looking  at  them  a 


IB  here  intemipled  by  oi 


llic  two  ipw«a  used  their  oeis  with  sodi  exp^ 
broiiht  theit  Lttle  s'  "*■  -  -  " '  -" 

□obtea  ol  her  uouBeuoia.  sne  knkaa  mofe  tssn 
once  at  the  wherry  in  which  the  J9unK  adveonua 
was  seated,  iqMka  to  Ihow  around  her,  and  sesBtd 
to  laiub.  At  lengtb  one  of  the  sttendaDts,  by  ■!■ 
Qiwen  a  order  apparently,  made  a  eigo  ibr  the  whcf. 
ry  10  come  alangnd^  and  the  yoang  man  waa  ds- 
aied  to  Btni  from  his  own  akm  inio  the  (tuea'i 
bars&  whicfa  bs  perfbriDed  with  staccM  agilily  at 
lbs Ibre  part  of  the  boat,  and  was  bmogfai  ett  to  ihs 
OuMn's  piessDce,  the  wherry  at  the  eame  tine  dnp- 
pmg  into  UM  rear.  The  youth  nnderwcot  the  giK 
of  Majesty,  not  the  lees  fpacrfuUy  that  hie  adf-ws- 
seesion  wo*  ini;u{led  with  emburasaacoi.  Tk 
muddied  cloak  still  huDK  upon  hia  aim,  and  formal 
the  natural  topic  with  which  the  Queoi  inirodocsd 


'  You  have  this  day  spoiled  a  gay  mantle  a  our 
ib1£  young  man.  We  thank  you  fi>r  yoot  serrice, 
lUgn  the  manner  of  oSering  it  was  unusual,  aai 

.need,"  answrnd  the  youth,  -Ll 

_T„ duly  to  be  bold. 

S™*''  pI'IL  ■''".'_  T^^  ^^  JK  '•^^"i' 
km  irf'tEs  ba^ 


ia  each  liege-man's  duty 

"God's  pity!   that ' 
the  Oueen,  tumina  )o 

red  with  a  gTB*e  incuni 

' a  mumbled  asssr. -       --— ■/ 
itrr  shall  not  go  uorewanM. 

teeper,  and  bs  shall  havaoidi 

supply  the  suit  which  you  hate  case  aw>«  in  oa 
vice.  Thou  ahall  have  a  Buit,  and  thai  <tf  As  w 
cut  I  promise  thee,  on  lb*  word  of  a      ' 


H  braoe,' ~siud  miter,  h 
unbla  a  servant  of  jooi 
ir  bountua  ;  but  if  u  bt 

gold,  I  wairani  me." 
1',  "fie,  yoiins  man 

-., or  capital,  such  and  ~  ._r 

u  of  thtinleaa  folly,  that  la  gin  mM 
ng  file]  to  fire,  aiid  fiimishing  lEsa 


eign,  theoe  mwu  of  onclinatian  exoese  shall 
ibndged.    Yet  thou  maysl  be  poor,"  she  added,  ' 

I.. be— It  dialt  be  gold,  if  thea  n 

lewar  to  me  for  the  use  on't. 


.y  parenti,  — . 

it  thou  Shalt  s 

Walter  wailed  patiently 
leslly  asaun 


..___    ___. ,  ._iiil  the  Queen  haddeK 

and  then  modestly  asaufed  her,  that  gold  was  aW 
less  in  hia  wirfi  than  the  raineet  ber  mvaaty  had 
before  offered. 

"How,  boy!"  aaid  the  Qneen,  "nalhergoU  aoi 
fnrmentl  What  ia  it  tbM  wooMat  have  of  mt. 
then?" 
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"  Onlf  iiwmiaWMil,  >**«<"« — if  it  ia  not  **^i"(|  toe  mjm 

liUi  in  hoDooi— iicniliMion  towear  the  clotk  Wbieb  ui, 

flia  you  thk  mdins  Mmce."  u'l 

"  Pamiuioa  to  w*»t  thine  own  daak.  tbou  kJIt  w* 
bojt"  nid  ibe  Queaa. 

II  is  DO  longer  mina,"  aaid  Waliar-,  "when  yant  an 

Hajeaty'i  foot  touched  ii,  il  became  ■  fit  manlla  Ibi 

a  niaca,  butter  loo  rich  a  one  for  ilafomier  owner."  a  ja 

The  uueen  aiiaui  bluebad ;  and  (ndaaToured  lo  hat 

cover,  by  langhiiu,  a  alight  dcffrea  of  not  Dnpleaaiiw  had 
■oninM  and  confuiMHi. 

Heard  yoaereiy  the  like,  ray  lord*  7  Theyoulh'e  the 

bead  il  toriwd  with  rsading  romancea— I  muM  know  nan 

aomethinsof  him,  that  I  mar  aoid  him  aab  to  hia  ia£ 

AiBiula.'What  an  thou  1"  iu 

"A  gaotleman  ot  tlie  houaahold  of  the  Eari  ol  jad 

StiBHi,  H  please  your  Grace,  lent  hiibcT  wilh  hia  ac 

raaatar  of  horae,  upon  a  meaaage  to  your  M^jeatf ."  the 

In  a  moment  tne  Mcknu  eipieeMun  which  Eli-  lere 
labeth'e  lac«  hod  hitberlii  muDlaiiied.  gave  way  lo 

an  eipreBBon  at  haogblineaa  and  aevetity.  ud 

"UyLord  of  Suaaai,"  ahe  aaid,  "  has  taught  ui  the 
how  lo  regard  hia  meaaagea,  by  tha  Talua  be  plaota 

ivon  oora.    Wa  aeot  but  thia  morning  the  phyaidan  ia>" 

in  ordinary  of  our  ebamber,  and  that  ai  no  uaul  ing 

time,  nndnaunding  bja  Iprdihip'a  illncaa  to  be  more  my 

dangeroua  than  we  had  before  apprehended.    Tfaera  ut- 

at  DO  court  in  Europe  a  man  more  (killed  in  ihii 

t  and  moat  uarfid  acienea  than  Doctor  Haelera,  «id 

and  ha  came  Iram  Da  to  our  anbieet.    NevcrtheleaB,  ied, 

he  found  iha  gale  nf  Say'a  Court  defended  by  men  be- 
with  culvarinai  aa  if  it  had  been  on  the  Borden  ot 

Soodand,  not  m  the  ricinity  of  our  court  j  and  what  we 

he  demanded  admitlance  in  our  name^  it  waa  alub-  —^ 
bomly  refuead.    For  this  aligfat  of  a  kindneaa,  which 

had  bul  too  much  of  candeaoeaiian  in  it,  we  will  re-  the 

caiTB,  al  preaenl  at  lean,  do  eicoae)  and  (ome  ench  Q*- 
we  auwoaa  lo  haTa  been  the  purport  of  my  Lord  ot 

Soaeera  meaeage,"  >v- 

Thie  wia  uttered  in  a  tone,  and  wilh  a  geanire,  '  ■» 
which  made  Lord  Soaaei'a  frienda  who  were  within 

hewing  Irambla.     He  lo  whom  the  ipeech  was  ad-  nos 

dieased,  bcwerer,  tremblei)  not ;  but  wnb  sieac  dcA^  iWi 

rence  and  humility,  as  soon  ae  ibe  QueetTs  paaaon  ^* 
^Te  him  an  i^iponaDily,  he  replied :— "  So  ideaaa  . 

your  moBi  gracious  Majesty,  1  was  charged  with  no  (he 

apology  from  the  Eail  (tf  Suaaex."  ***" 

'"yah  whai  wei ■■  -    - 

Inaen,  with  iIh 

liea,  Btrangly  i 

a  justification 


"mih  whal  were  you  ihen  charged,  airl"  aaid 
the  ttwan,  with  the  iiraeouaity  wh^  amid  nobler 
qualiliea,  etrangly  maAed  her  chaivcrtri  "was  il 
wilh  a  justification  7~or,  God'a  death  1  with  a  defi- 


:  approached  towards  irea- 
lOthmg  aa*e  of  securing  the 


mien  your  moat  graeions  meaeage  readuid  bim,  ■  >  n« 

Eion  having  been  adminialered  to  thai  porpose  br  >P<> 

phyaeiani  and  his  LonJahip  knew  not  of  Iba  un-  !■"' 

araciaua  i^pules  your  Majesty's  royal  and  moal  com-  »^ 

firtaUe  raeseua  had  recored,  imiil  after-he  awoke  "J 

thia  nunnina.  iwl 

"  And  wUeh  of  hia  domestics,  then,  in  the  name  of  »* 

Heaven,  picsmiMd  to  reject  my  meMago,  without  "■ 
even  admitting  my  own  pbyiiaan  lo  ine  praeence  of 

him  whom  I  aeni  him  lo  attend  7"  aaid  the  Queen,  •  ** 

nuu^  aurioisad.                                                    ,    ,  "? 

"The  offiuideT,   madam,  la  befbn  you,"    rephed  "Pf 

Waher,  bowing  tot  low  i  "  tha  foil  and  sole  blame 

■jej  and  my  lord  has  i ■ 


—thou  thyael£  thai  npelled 
byndanfrom  Say's  C™^  7" 

Il  could  occaaon  sue 

deToIed— that  ia,  whoaeei 

rinc  bearing  ahows  devotion — lo  hia  Sovereign  1'' 
"Mxlani."  aaid  thayoath.—who,  nolwilGstanding 
appearance  et  aeveiily,  Ihooghl  that  he 
—  T  in  the  ttoeen's  face  thai  leaembled 

___, ^_ity,— "ws>«Byinaur  country,  ihallM 

phyaiinan  a  far  the  time  the  hege  aovereign  of  hia 


%^° 


■U  nodararm^  tad 
i^tha  gMid  WW  l..- 

.n_..u^  LODOOa.     A  lOTll  PRK 

brth,  Mriotlf  MohibiliiiK  noblw  of  whilent 
ilmmii.  lo  WDToaeb  uie  Fuiee  with  ratainan  or  fbl- 
lowen,  unua  with  ahot,  or  with  lou  woapooa  laDd 
it  wM  evan  whiwared,  that  lbs  Hi^  SheniTof  K«D1 
had  ncrai  inatnictiaiu  to  have  a  put  of  (be  amy  of 
the  oonnir  raadT  on  th«  ahonaat  notioe. 

Hie  eventful  hour,  thua  aniiouali'  prciiand  for 
aUDdaa,ai' — '"- '-    — 

al  noon  prsciBeiy.  ,    ■    ■ 

As  if  liy  preTJoue  airangemenl,  or  perhaps  by  idq- 
nialion  I&Hl  aucb  was  the  Queen'i  pWasuie.  Snwi 
and  hie  minue  cams  to  the  Palace  Ironi  DepUbid  by 
wal<r,  while  Len«ur  arriTed  by  land  ;  and  ifaua  tbcj- 
ntmd  the  conrt-yard   from  ofvoale  aideB.    lluB 


hu  cavalcade  of  mounted  IblTowera  ahowinB  i 
Bumemiaand  m<KeiDi|iaBl«than  thoaeof  Suaeex 
patty,  who  ware  neeeaeanJy  uponfooc    No  abow  c 


UaMbj 


a  ofuiau'  tr 


taidaOT  auch  mnilenica  of  their  train,  whoae  npk 


tnnce,  he  waa  about  to  paaa  on,  when  vamey,  who 
waa  ctoae  befaind  him.  dreaeed  out  m  the  almoat  brv- 
v«tT  of  the  day,  wae  atoppad  by  the  naher,  aa  Trea- 
dian  and  Blount  had  boea  before  hiia.  "How  it 
ihi^  HaatO'  Bowm?'  aaid  the  Bail  of  Leicealar.— 

Enowvouwhol  am,  and  that  thia  ia  tny  fiiand  and 
fbUowerr 

Tour  lonUhip  will  pardon  me,"  iniied  Bowyer, 
Btnittyj  "uyonlaraBrapreciBat  and  Emit  me  to  a 
atncldiMhatBe  of  mj  duty." 

"Tbaii  art  a  partial  knare,"  aaid  Lei 
Uood  nwuntins  to  hk  faoa,  "todometfan 
whan  yon  bat  now  admitled  a  liilkiwer  of : 


id  Bawyet,  'BIaat«Bal(achi*Dewl]r 
n  tenant  of  her  Gtac^  and  to  him 
n  apply." 

, knare — an  min 

LeioeeterE  "but  he  that  hath  di 

ahall  not  prank  ibee  in  tby  aulhi...,  . „ . 

TltiB  Ihteat  he  uttered  aloud  wilb  lew  dnn  hia 
UBual  poboy  and  dnoietioii,  and  haraw  dona  ao,  1>« 
eateted  the  praeence-chamber,  and  made  hia  rn«- 
Fcnee  to  the  aneen,  who,  attired  with  even,  more  thua 
her  utual  aplendoui,  and  aurrounded  by  t'  ■  ■   - 

and  alateamen  whoae  courage  and  wiadoi 

dered  ber  reisn  immortal,  alood  ready  ic 

homogs  of  Eel  Bubjecta.  She  fnraciinuly  ret 
the  oboaance  of  Ibe  favounie  Ea^,  and  looked 
naiely  at  bim  and  at  Suaaej,  a*  if  about  to  qnaK, 
when  Bowyer,  a  man  whoae  epiiit  could  not  brook 
the  inanlt  he  bad  ao  openly  received  from  Laeaater, 
in  Ihediaqhaneafhiaofficft  advanced  with  hi*  Mack 
rod  m  hia  band,  and  knelt  down  befbie  het. 

"Why,  bow  DOW,  Bowyerl"  aaid  Elizabeib,  "ihr 
oouTteey  aeema  atian^y  timed  I" 

"  My  LiaBV  Soverewn,"  he  aaid,  wh3e  every  cour- 
tier arouurtrembled  at  hie  audacity,  "I  come  but 
loaak,  whether,  in  thediaeba^te  of  mine  office,  lam 
to  obey  yoor  Hit^meas'a  coninianda,  oi  thoaa  at  th« 
Baii  of  Ldceaier,  wbo  haa  piddidr  nwnaeed  ma 
with  hia  diapleesnrc^  and  treaiM  me  widi  dimrasms 
tenna,  becanae  I  denied  entry  to  one  of  hie  followos, 
m  obedience  to  your  graee'e  ptvciee  orden  T" 

The  apirit  of  Heniy  VIII.  -was  inatantly  annaed  in 
the  boaom  of  bia  dauKhler,  and  she  tunjed  on  Lei- 
ceeler  with  a  acToity  which  appalled  him,  aa  wdl  ■• 
all  hia  foUowere. 

■■-   •■    'lathl 

rouehtyounei , , 

DijBit  hide  the  eim  from  our  other  ftilh- 

J Who  gave  you  lieenea  to  contradict  our 

irdera,  or  control  our  omceial   I  will  have  in  this 


nottha.  ^.. 
fill  aubjeclB. 


.  —  Cbmtian  woman  and  crovrned  ^ieen,  I  wiU 
bold  you  dearly  anawerable. — Bo,  Bowyer,  you  haw 
done  the  part  of  an  honcet  man  and  a  true  anbiect. 
We  trill  nook  no  mayor  of  the  palace  here." 

Bowrer  kiaeed  the  hand  which  ahe  extendetl 
lowarda  bim,  and  withdrew  lo  hia  poet,  aatornabed 
at  the  encceaa  of  hie  own  avdaaly.  A  amile  of 
(riumpfa  pervaded  the  faction  of  Snnex ;  that  <rf 
Laoeater  aeetned  proportionally  dismayed,  and  die 
ftvourite  bimaeif;  aammine  an  aspect  of  the  deepest 
humility^  did  not  even  atiempt  a  word  in  hia  own 

He  acted  niady ;  ft 

lo  humble,  not  m  diB„ , .. 

(o  tuSer  her,  without  oppoaition  or  lei^y,  to  gioty  in 
the  exerbon  -of  her  anihorily.  The  dignity  of  tfaa 
Queen  waa  gratified,  and  the  woman  began  ac)on  to 
fM  fin  the  moriilicatian  which  ahe  had  itnpoBed  on 
bar  bvoniite.  Her  keen  eye  alao  obaervnl  me  eeent 
looka  of  congratutation  exchanged  amonnt  (hoae 
who  favouiedSuaeez,  and  it  wae  no  part  of  her  polier 
to  dve  MtluT  party  a  deeiiiTe  tiium)di. 

"What  I  aayio  my.  Lord  of  Leicester,"  *heaai± 
afiera  BMnnenl'apau8&  "I  aay  alaolo  you,  my  Lord 
of  Suaeei.  You  alao  rauat  needa  mffle  in  tiia  eonrt 
of  England,  at  the  head  of  a  faction  of  your  own  1" 

'*  Hy  fbilowera,  gradons  Princeaa,"  and  Snaaex, 
"have  indeed  ruffled  in  your  cause,  in  Ireland,  in 
Scoiland,  and  againel  yonder  rebellioua  Eaila  in  the 
north.    I  am  ignorant  ihat" 

"Do  you  bandy  looiia  and  worda  with  mt,  my 
lordT'  aaid  the  Queen,  intemmiing  him  I  "metBinfcB 
yon  mi^t  leam  of  my  Lord  ofLaeeeter  the  modesty 
lo  be  nlent,  at  leaat,  undo  Mir  cenaura;  I  >ay,  mj 
lord,  Ihat  my  grandhlber  and  my  father,  in  dNO' 
wieiiom,  debanad  the  noUea  of  thi»  ctvihMd  land 
tiom  travelling  with  sneh  diaordeiiy  reiiniKa;  and 
think  you,  that  becauae  I  wear  a  coiC  their  aceptie 
haa  in  my  hand  been  changed  into  a  dialalT)  1  tell 
you,  no  king  in  ChiiatMdom  will  le«  brook  hia  C9i«t 
to  be  oumbered,  hia  people  oppressed,  and  hia  knig- 


olherwisa   t 


Them 
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dom'spMCBdiatuibad,  by  tb*  UToanoa  of  owgiwra 
poireT,  thui  >h«  who  now  (paaki  with  you.— H t 
Lord  of  Laceolar,  and  you,  my  Lotd  of  Smbct,  11 
commaod  you  boui  lo  be  fnmit  with  each  alhn  i  or 
by  Iha  crown  I  wear,  you  ihall  Rod  an  anemy  who 
will  be  tooMrong  for  Mihof  youl" 

"  Hadam,"  aijd  ihe  Eorl  of  Leicester,  "  you  who 
are  younalf  the  buntain  of  honour,  know  bam  what 
IB  due  lo  mine.  I  ptaoe  it  at  your  diapoaal,  and  only 
■ay,  thai  the  lenns  on  which  I  have  Blood  with  my 
I<ord  of  Suaiei  have  not  been  of  aa  tetkingt  not 
had  he  cause  to  think  nte  hia  enemy,  until  he  had 
done  ine  fliou  wroua." 

"  For  me,  nudam/'  aaid  the  Earl  of  Suaau,  "  I 
cannot  »ppm  from  your  eoTcrcign  idceauni  i  but  I 
were  weir  contaDt  my  Lord  of  LeicMUr  ahouU  aay 
in  what  I  have,  as  he  terms  it,  wronged  him,  ance 
mv  lOQKoa  never  spoke  the  word  that  I  would  not 
wilIiiiKW  junior  dther  OQ  fboi  or  horseback." 

"  And  lor  me.  said  Leioealcr,  "  alwan  under  my 
grociaus  SoToraign's  pleasun  my  hand  ahall  be  as 
ready  to  make  good  iiur  woid^  as  that  of  any  man 
who  ever  wrote  nimaflfRalcUfle." 

"  Hy  hxd^"  said  the  Queen,  "  tlieae  are  no  terms 
for  this  presence ;  snd  if  you  caonot  keep  your  tem- 
per, we  will  Rod  Ditans  to  ketp  both  ibsi  and  you 
close  enough.  Let  me  see  you  win  hands,  my  lords, 
and  lingel  your  idle  animoaitieB. 

llie  two  riials  looked  at  each  other  with  rehictant 
•yea,  each  trnwilling  to  make  the  first  adrance  lo 
oieculc  the  ftneen's  will. 

"  SussBZ,"  said  Qizabeth,  "I  entreat—Lttcester, 
I  command  you." 

Vot.  BO  were  her  words  accented,  that  Ihe  entreaty 
sotmded  like  command,  snd  the  commnnd  like  en- 
irevty.  They  mnaioed  still  and  stubborn,  until  she 
rsiseo  her  voice  to  a  height  which  signed  si  onoe 
impaiieace  and  sbsohile  command. 

Sir  Henry  Lee,"  shesaid,  to  an  officer  in  attend- 
ance, "  have  a  guard  in  present  rssdint—t  and  man 
a  bane  inalanlly.— Hy  Lords  of  Sussex  and  Lsioes- 
ler,  I  bid  you  once  more'  to  Join  hands— and,  Ood's 
dealbl  he  that  refiises  ^alt  isMs.  of  our  Tower  fare 


The  prison,"  said  Leiceater,  "migbl  be  borne, 
but  to  lose  your  Qrace's  piBsenoe,  were  to  lose  light 
and  lifs  at  ooce.- Here,  Sussei,^  is  my  hsod." 

"And  here,"  said  Sussex,  "is  mine  in  truth  and 
honaaly ;  but     

"Nay,  under  lavoQi,  you  shall  sdd  no  mor^"  sakl 
the  Queen.  "Whv,  this  is  ss  it  should  b&"  she 
sdded.  litokingonthem  more&vourably,  "sadwhan 
you,  the  shepberds  of  the  people,  unite  to  prolecl 
them,  it  shall  be  well  with  the  flock  wo  nile  over. 
Pot.  my  lords,  I  tell  you  plainly,  youifidbea  and  your 
brawls  lead  to  stnutge  disorders  among  ^yoor  ser- 
Tants.— Hy  Laid  of  Loccslsr,  you  have  a  gentleman 
in  yotu  household,  called  Vameyt" 

Yes,  gracious  msdam,"  replied  Lctoesler,  I 
preaentad  him  lo  kiss  your  royal  hand  when  you 
Vere  last  at  Nonsuch." 

"His  ouIhIb  iTBS'Well  enougb,"  said  the  ftueen, 
"but  scarce  so  (air,  1  should  hsve  thought,  ss  to 
have  caused  a  maiden  of  honourable  biilh  and  hopes 
to  barter  her  fame  for  bis  good  looks,  and  become 
his  paramour.  Yei  so  il  is— ihia  fellow  of 
i._.i  „j.,,,j  -lie  daughiBT  of  a  good  old  Re 

sh  n..>^on  nf  i.a™.ie  Hall, 

. „ r'e  house,  iDia  a 

away.— My  Lord  of  Leicester,  are  you  31,  thst 

you  look  so  desdly  pale  1" 

"No.  graoioua  msdsni,"  aaid  Leicesteri  and  it 
raqpuTed  every  cflort  he  oould  make  to  hrmg  forth 
iheae  few  woids. 

"Tou  are  surely  ill,  my  lord1"  said  BUiabeth, 
ooiiig  towards  him  with  hsaly  speech  snd  hurried 
aUf>,  which  indicated  the  deepeal  concern.  "Call 
Mastera— call  our  sutveon  in  otdinsry— Whsre  be 
iheaa  loitering  fools  7— Wa  lose  the  pride  of  our  court 
ihrougb  their  nsgUganca.— Or  if  it  posstbls,  Letcea- 
ur,"  sbecontinoectlookiiigonhimwitha very gen- 
ikMvect,  "cMiiBarof my displsasBW ban  wipntfit 


, thoughiB  we  know  to  be  ^ 

iployed  I      He    thai  would  climb  the 

eagle's  □«,  my  lord,  caree  — -  — ^ " 

tumela  st  the  foot  of  the  prsc, 

^Hsik  you  thati"  said  Susasx-ai 
dairu  aids  hia  snrsly  I  Ibr  all  tl 


ny  Bood  lord,"  said  RaleiiA,  "i>r  Ood's 
I  WaittheidiangBof  ihsiiilei  itisenn 


dective  him  i  for  Lcuesler'a  cc 
and,  indeed,  for  the  momeot,  ao  nreaunblr  over- 
whelming, thai  Ehiabath,  after  lookuia  st  hun  vriih 
a  wondering  eye,  and  racoring  no  intal^pbla  answer 
to  the  unusual  expreaBOns  of  naca  and  al&ellOD 
wbidi  bsd  BBcaped  from  her,  anbt  her  qinck  glance 
STDund  the  circle  of  courtiers^  snd,  readinK  parbspi, 
in  iheir  fooea,  soioelhiog  that  socorded  wimliiirowii 
awakened  suinidons,  she  sski  suddenly,  "Oriathere 
more  in  this  than  we  see — or  thsn  joo,  my  lord,  wvdi 
Ijiat  we  should  see  1  Where  is  tms  vsnwy  1  Who 
a«w  him  V 

"An  it  please  your  Qiace,"  said  Bowysr,  "it  ■ 
the  same  against  whom  I  this  instant  cloaed  the  door 
of  thepreaence-room." 

"An  it  please  roeT'  repeated  Elizabeth,  ahsqity, 
not  at  that  moment  in  the  humour  of  being  rieaaed 
with  any  thing.— "It  doea  net  please  ms  that  ha 
abould  pass  saucily  into  my  presesce,  or  that  yon 
abouid  exclude  froth  it  one  who  came  to  justify  him- 


You  shouht  have  reported  the  fellow's  desire  M 
OS,  Master  nriwr,  and  taken  our  dinctiona.    Ton 


think  yonrself  a  grsat  m 


n  on  yoof  account— yet,  after 


you  but  ss  ibe  leaiJ-weMii  thst  keeps  the 
Call  tbisVemeyhillKr  instantly- there  is 
■lian  also  mentioned  in  this  petiijon-^el 


eraiLweh< 
the  door  Ce 


EENILWORTH. 
101  aak  the 


father  hul 


in  to  plead 


Qiiabetb  irieil  to  fhiwn,  but  imiled  in  her  o 


dcqiile,  ■■  ihe  Biuweral,      Thou 
iiK>udsal  knavB— All  thou  msH™ 

Laceater'i  leeiiiiBi  became  i 
piiniuUv  uiien»i  ihit  il  acenii 
mt  to  iefitai  on  the  answer  i 
■Iter  I  momcnl'a  real  htsitaiio 

"Thau&IaeTillBinl"  aoid  L 
into  raM  yet  luiabla  to  add  an 
(ence.  which  he  bad  bqpui  wi 

"  Nay,  my  laid."    laid  the 


^mphcslfd  am 
a  hmi  ne  if  hii 
.e  by  Vsmey,  > 

«ter,  bundiiK  forth 


■^11.  by 
rk  of  yoius  1 


Vai- 


,  U..C  .....  yet  done  with  him.— K. 

my  Lord  of  Ldceater,  of  ihia  ftir     _. 
eak  truth,  I  command  thee,  and  I  will  m  loy  wi 
It  from  danner  on  every  nuarter." 

Gracioui  madam,"  wid  Vamcy,  '  to  nJenk  Hi 
I'alralh,  myloidwsslhecauBeofthe  whole  m. 

'Thau  villain,  wauldal  thou  betray  tnel"    aaid 

"Speak  on,"  aaid  the  QueA,  hastily,  her  cheek 

lauring,  and  her  eyea  aparkling,  as  ahe  addressed 

apeak  on— hare  no  eommandp  -■"  ' ' 


nnipoleni,  grnciaua  madam, 
lo  you  ihete  can  he  no  sren 


"  They  ^are  o 

I  would' aoi,"  1 -p —     -,- 

<rf  my  raaslere  coneems  lo  other  cara. 

"Fell  back,  my  lords,"  said  ina  Queen  lo  ihos 
who  suTToundod  her,  "  and  do  you  apeak  on.— Whi 
hath  the  EatI  la  do  with  ihii  guilts  inlriinie  of  ihine 
-Sea,  felluw,  thai  thou  be!ie»i  him  not  I" 

"  Far  be  ii  from  mc  lo  iraUuca  mv  noble  palron, 
rallied  Vameyi  "yet  1  am  compelled  to  own  Ihi 
•ome  deep,  o»erwKelmiii«,  yet  aecrei  fcelinR,  hath  i 
late  dwell  in  my  lord's  mipd,  haih  absiracied  hu 
from  the  careaof  ihs  household,  which  he  was  woi 
to  gOYem  Tilth  anch  religious  eirictness,  and  hoi.. 
left  uB  opportimiuea  to  do  follies,  of  which  the  shame. 
aa  in  Ihia  caae,  partly  falls  upon  our  patron.  Wiih- 
out  this  I  had  not  had  meana  or  leiaure  to  commil 
the  Iblly  which  has  drawn  on  me  hia  displenaure ; 
the  heaviesi  to  endure  by  me,  which  I  coutd  hy  any 
rur,— saving  always  the  yet  more  dreaded 
II  of  your  Grace."^ 

a' 
laf  majeaty  of 


m  idol  with  mch  Aen- 


"  Thou  art  a  pryioK  knave  to  watch  thy  atatiex  > 
ctoeely,"  said  Etiiabelh,  blnahing,  but  not  with  ai 

^leriea-Whi 
that  thou  piati 

Ihi^d  from  iho  golden  web  wroughi  bj  Miocrt-i; 
'  ir  lo  my  thinking,  it  waa  paler  ihan  even  the  puns 
lid— man;  like  the  Ian  parting  nuibeam  of  the  aud- 
it da*  of  apHne'' 

"  "hr,  you  are  a  poet  youiBelf,  Masier  Vaniey,' 
lid  the  Queen,  amilingi  "but  I  have  not  geniu  quick 
lOUgh  to  follow  your  rare  melaphora — I^xik  toctd 
leae  Isdica— ia  ihere"— (she  heaitaied,  sod  endea- 
oured  to  Bsstme  an  air  of  great  indtnrreDc«>~"l3 
icre  here,  in  ihia  pnecncp,  any  lady,  the  coloured 
'hose  hair  reminds  ihce  of  that  braid  1  Neihuik^ 
ithoui  prymR  inio  my  Lord  of  Loccsier'B  anwioia 
icrcis,  I  would  fain  know  what  kind  of  locks  an 
ke  ihe  thread  of  Minerva's  web.  or  the — what  «t> 
?-the  last  rays  of  the  May-day  aun." 
Vatney  looked  round  the  preaence-chambet,  tm 
le  (tovelting  from  one  lady  lo  another,  ddoI  tl 
.jngth  il  rested  upon  ihe  Queen  herself,  hut  with  ai 
aspect  of  the  deepest  veneration.  "I  see  no  Iroae^* 
hesaiil,  "ui  thie  presence,  worthy  of  such  amilicB, 
unless  whsre  I  dare  not  look  on  them." 
"Hojw,  sirknave,"  aaid  the  aoeen,  "  dare  yon  in- 

"Nay,  madam,"  replied  Vantey,  abading  hii  eyv 
withhia  band,  "it  waa  ibe  beams  of  the  Hay-day  lea 
that  daraled  my  weak  eyes." 

"Go  lo — go  10,"  aaid  the  Queen;  "thou  art  a  (oA 
iah  fellow"— and  turning  quickly  from  hitn  she  walk- 
Intense  curiosity,  mingled  with  sll  Ihe  varioiB 
hopes,  f*ar^  end  passiona,  which  influenoa  court- 
faclion,  had  occupm!  the  presence-chamber  donng 
ihe  QuKn's  eanferenca  wilh  Varney,  as  if  wilb  the 
strength  of  an  Eastern  liflismsn.  Men  suapeudtd 
every,  even  the  slighieai  external  motion,  and  wonH 
have  ceased  to  hrtaihc,  had  Nati 


n  Ihe  glan 


nofaiglar 
is  lucky  you  ir 


enae-and  no  other,  hath  h_ 

o  ihy/aulil"  said  Ehiaheih. 

madam,  in  no  other,"    replied  Vi 

'Dui  since  somewhat  halh  chanced  lo  him,  I 

aeaice  be  called  his  own  man.    Look  at  him,  m 

'lOwjisle  and  trembhng  he  atands— how  unh 

enner — ysl  whsi  has  he  i 


froi 


wUmBo°r^™nng"hisadvancemeoi°orhisfail,7orji 
all  tliat  love  had  previously  dictated,  and  eaw  nothln 
for  ihc  instani  but  Ihe  favour  or  disgrace,  which  it. 
pended  un  the  nod  of  Ehiabelh  and  the  Bdehtyof 
Varney.  He  summoned  himself  hasiily,  and  prepar- 
ed to  play  hia  part  ir  •"■ — "-  -' ^"--  " 

hi  ur.    Elluheth   did   not  Ions  leave  him  ia 

a  ijm  decided  his  triumph  in  the  eyea  of  bia 

■    '■  ■■    ' ""- -[larra-"TT)i™ 

"        j^^ 

--  —  hurt  you  iii  our  opmion.  for  bdien 

'ould  keep  no  counsel." 

From  your  Highneas."   aaid  Lnoester,  droppnif 

grscefully  on  one  knee,  "it  were  treason  hs  ahrald 

1  would  thai  my  heart  ila^  lay  before  you,  barer  IbtB 

mgua  of  any  setvanl  could  airtp  ii." 

V'hat,  my  lonj,"  said  Elirabetb.  looking  kipdit 

hiln,  "is  there  no  one  liltle  comer  over  whin 

vould  wish  to  spread  a  veil  7    Ah  I  I  see  you  aif 

laed  at  the  question,  and  your  Queen  knowi  ibt 

Id  not  look  too  deeply  into  ber  sctvsnta'  moiirn 

leir  faithful  duly,  lest  she  see  what  might,  orii 

ought  [o,  displesi 


>i  that  Caial  packet  1" 
from    whence?'    aaid  the 


From  whence,  madam,  I  can: 
am  BO  near  lo  hia  person,  ihai  I  k 
aaice  worn,  auipendtd  around  hia  i 
hia  haan,  ihat  lock  of  bail  which 
tolden  lewel  shaped  like  a  heart-  .  .  . 
whan  alom— be  parta  not  from  it  what 


iibe  ^eep>— 


I    oliogFlber  ficiitioi 


if  deep  and  p 
The    minsW  el 


had  now  gjtea 
hich  he  h^l)^ 
Queen's  fivoari 


and  nevet  did  he  aeem  i 

mors  handsome,  more  interesting,  Ihan  while, 

ing  at  her  feet,  hs  coojured  hei  to  strip  him  of 


poor  gen  lie 

6^rd,'iu? 
or  deed  hn 
Queen  u 


eidiimed,  "nil 
id  bid  him  be  the 
iTBce  GtbI  shone 


gKrd  of  hia  adored 
■111  EliiBbcih,  raitii 
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memory— 


thia  mad  m 

And   aa  TreaaUian  kepi  ihe  poature  ot  one  who 
'ould  willinBLy  be  heard,  ihou^h  al  the  aamc  timei 
reoi  the  deepest  ravoronce,  the  Oueen  added 
"  What  nould  th<^  mui  hive  ? 
both  of  you  1— She  haa  made 


eipreaaivfl 


■'?io,  Dudley  !"  eaiil  Eli»abcih,  raiaintf  him  with 
nnc  band,  while  she  eiiended  iheoiher  that  he  mixbl 
kiss  il!  ''Elizabeth  hath  not  rareotien  that,  whilel 


here 


n.  d<]0poiled  of  your  heredi- 


ihrotii'  Vour  miatrcas  may  be  forced  10  chide  your 
inLademrano^ra.  but  never  without  owning  your 
meriia.— And  so  help  me  Ood,"  ahe  added,  tunung  to 
Ilie  audienca  wlio,  with  vanous  feehnRa,  wiinesaed 
thin  inieresimg  scene,—"  So,  help  me  God,  gentle- 

ihan  I  have  in  thia  noble  EaHT' 

faction,  which  the  friends  of  Sussex  dared  not  oppose. 
They  remained  with  thtir  eyes  fiied  onilic  mound, 
rlinmayed  aawel]  as  mortified  by  thepubljc  and  abso- 
lule  iriiimph  of  theit  opponenlB.  Leiceater'a  firal 
of  the  faiuLliaiily  to  which  thefturen  hadm  puh- 
■  ■  ■  iiimanda  — 


_. jhould  sleep  there,  m< 

rdffn,     said  Treaailian,  "and  witi 
.....  .  L...,  ■>-■- varney'ai 


Varnev,  "myaword"- 

"  7»y  Bwordi"  intenupied  TTeaailian,  acomlully 
"  with  her  Grace's  leave,  my  Bword  ahall  show" — ~ 


"  Peace,    you    knavea, 

know  you  where  vou  __  . 

feuda,  my  lorda,'^  ahe  adde<L  looking  to^ 
eestcr  and  Sussex  ^  "  your  foUowers  catch 


licly 

cenunB    Varney's  offence.        A 

"Ihe  fellow  deserves  noihina  fre 

sore,  yel,  miRht  1  preaunio  (0  inle 

"In  imth,  we  had  foreolten  hi 


recall  the  : 
lian,  [he  aci 


neaneal,  as  ' 


..lemory.— Where  is  Ttesai 

wrl — let  him  come  before  ub." 
ippoared,  and  made  a  low  and  beaeem 


ihadai 


jl  escape  ftueen 


ande 


labelh'f 


in  of  noble  neaa, 


servation.     She  looked  .. 
mood  before  her  unabashed,  but  with  an  air 
deepest  dejection.  .  .  „    , 

'1  cannot  but  grieve  for  this  ganllsman, '  al 
ID  Leiceeler,  "  iMie  inquired  conecmine  hii 
hia  presence  confirms  what  I  heard,  thai  ii 
scholar  and  a  soldier,  well  accomplished  both 
and  arms.  We  women,  my  lord,  are  fanciful 
choice-1  had  said  now,  ,lo  judge  by  tho  eye.  there 
was  no  comparison  to  bo  held  belwiii  your  follower 
■nd  this  gentleman.  Bui  Varney  is  a  well  apoki 
fellow,  and,  10  apeak  truth,  that  goes  f" 
ih*  weaker  eel. — Look 


los 


Jl  hold  it 


have'KIJnfa'w 
.i«n  wi 
Light 


speare  aays— i 


ibe,h 


,j.  Master  Tn 
Vour  irue  1 


Forget,  good  f 

„.^.  ,,^.  This  we  aay  10  you,  m 
writings  ot  learned  men,  than  our  ow 
being,  is  we  are,  far  removed,  by  slal 
from  the  enlaigemenl  of  experience  in 
of  humorous  pasaion.  For  this  dami.  .  „._ 
can  make  his  grief  Ihe  less,  by  advancmtii  hu 
in-law  (o  Euch  atetion  as  may  enaWe  him  to  R.-^  ... 
honourable  support  lo  hia  bnde.  Thou  shilt  not  bo 
foiRotlen  thyaelC  TreaBilLan--fb!low  our  cour*.  ""a 
ihou  ahall  Hie  that  a  true  Troilus  hath  some  clum  on 
our  Krace.  Think  of  what  that  arch-knave  Shak- 
's?ioSd  think  oV  other  maltors-Stay, 


ilei  it 


suffice — let  there  be  n< 


'for  the  I 


It  gracious  Sove- 
my  suit  my  re- 
anf  no  good  war- 


btbeenclsewheisu^ed,"  bi 


aaid    tho  Queen  i 

1— This  comea  of  your 
■    ■     ■  dsLei- 


fL"'^^.',?^ 


„..^  ^Ho 

that  apeaks  of  drewing  awoids  in 

irbraeelel  him  with  iron  both  on  wnsl  and 
She  then  pauBmi  a  minute,  and  resumed  in 
me,  "1  must  do  juatice  betwixt  the  bold 
oua  knaves  notwithstanding.— Hy  Ix>rd  of 
will  you  warrant  with  your  honour,— that 
beat  of  your  belief, — thai  your 


balh  mamed  thia  . 


beet  of  my  belief— indeed  on  my  Ferlain 
'     ^    a  wedded  wife." 

mdouB  madam,"  aaid  Trvsilian 
._,_.«  toknow,  when  and  under  what  I 
this  alleged  marriage" — 


intier  6ur  self  more  at  Irisurc- My  Lord  of 
Lciccslet,  I  inut  you  remember  we  mean  lo  taste  die 
good  cheer  of  your  Caaile  of  Kondwotth  on  this 
week  ensuing-we  will  pray  you  to  bid  OIK  Rood  and 
valued  friend  (he  Earl  of  Suawi  to  hold  company 
with  us  there." 

iblo  Eailof  Sussex,"  sold  Leiooster,  bow- 
in                  ival  with  ihe  eaaiesi  and  with  ihc 
Siirlcsy.    "  wUI   ao  far  honour  my 
I  hold  it  an  additional  proof  of  theai 

bl  I  is  your  Grace's  desire  we  should  enlar- 

BS  more  embarrassed—"!  should,"  sakl 
hi  n.  be  but  a  clo^  on  your  gayer  bows. 

"  vo  vou  bean  indeed  so  very  111,7"   said 

E  ookiV  on  him  with  more  attenuoii  than 

be.,,.,  i  ,  ju  arsln  faith  altanBely  alterei  and  de<?ily 
am  1  grieved  to  aee  it.  Bui  be  of  good  -'"—  -" 
wUl  ourselves  look  after  the  beaiih  of    " 


much.    Masi 


3  halt   through   my  bad   it 


•0 


KENILWORTH. 


[Chap.  XVII 


jestic  calmness  aits  on  the  brow  of  the  noble  Leioea- 
ter.  while  Sussex  seems  to  greet  htm  as  if  he  did  our 
will  indeed,  but  not  willingly."  ,    .  .. 

"The  doubt  of  your  Majeaty^s  favour,  anawered 
the  Lord  Treasurer,  "may  perchance  occasion  the 
difierenoe,  which  does  not— as  what  does  7— escape 
your  Grace's  eye." 

"  Such  doubt  were  injurious  to  us,  my  lord."  re- 
plied the  Queen.  "  We  hold  both  to  be  near  and  dear 
to  us,  and  will  with  impartiality  employ  both  in  ho- 
nourable service  for  the  weal  of  our  kmgdom.  But  we 
will  break  their  further  conference  at  present— My 
Lords  of  Sussex  and  Leicester,  we  have  a  word  more 
with  you.  Treasilian  and  Vamey  are  near  your  per- 
sons—you w^  see  that  they  attend  you  at  Kenil- 
worth— And  as  we  shall  then  have  both  Paris  and 
Menelaus  within  our  call,  so  we  will  have  the  same 
&ir  Helen  also,  whose  fickleness  has  caused  this 
broil.— Vamey,  thy  wife  must  be  at  Kenilworth,  and 
forthcoming  at  my  order.— My  Lord  of  Leicester,  we 
enect  you  will  look  to  this. 

Ttke  Earl  and  his  follower  bowed  low,  and  raised 
their  heads,  without  daring  to  look  at  the  Queen,  or 
at  each  other ;  for  both  felt  at  the  instant  as  if  the 
nets  and  toils  which  their  own  falsehood  had  woven, 
were  in  the  act  of  closins  around  them.  The  Queen, 
however,  observed  not  their  oonAision,  but  proceeded 
to  say,  My  Lords  of  Sussex  and  Leicester,  we  re- 
quire your  presence  at  the  privy-council  to  be  pre- 
sently held,  where  matters  of  importance  are  to  be 
dented.  We  vnll  then  take  the  water  for  our  diver- 
tisement,  and  you,  my  lords,  will  attend  u8.~And 
that  remmdsusof  a  circumstance— Do  you,  Sir  Souire 
of  the  Soiled  Cassock,"  (distinguishing  Raleigh  by  a 
smile,)  *'  foil  not  to  observe  that  you  are  to  attend  us 
on  our  progress.  You  shall  be  suppUed  with  suitable 
means  to  reform  your  wardrobe." 

And  ao  terminated  this  celebrated  audience,  in 
which,  as  throtighout  her  life,  £hzabeth  united  the 
occasional  caprice  of  her  sex,  with  that  sense  and 
sound  policy,  m  which  neither  man  nor  woman  ever 
excelled  her. 


CHAPTER  XVU. 

Well,  thea^oar  ooorae  it  cboaen— ^read  UmmiI— 
HMve  oft  the  lead,  and  mark  tlie  eoondinn  well- 
Look  to  the  helm,  good  matter— man  j  a  shoal 
Marks  this  atoru  ooasi,  and  rocks,  wliere  sits  the  8iren. 
Who,  like  ambiUon,  lures  men  to  their  ruin. 

The  Shipwreck. 

DvmiNo  the  brief  interval  that  took  place  betwixt 
the  dismissal  of  the  audience  and  the  sitting  of  the 
privy -council,  Leicester  had  time  to  reflect  that  he  had 
that  morning  sealed  his  own  fate.  "  It  was  impos- 
sible for  him  now,"  he  thought,  "after  having,  in  the 
face  of  all  that  was  honourable  in  England,  pledged 
his  truth  (though  in  an  ambiguous  phrase)  for  the 
statement  of  vamey,  to  contradict  or  disavow  it, 
without  exposing  himself  not  merely  to  the  loss  of 
court-lavour,  but  to  the  highest  diq>lea8ure  of  the 
Queen,  his  deceived  mistress,  and  to  the  scorn  and 
contempt  at  once  of  his  rival  and  of  all  his  compeers." 
Tliis  certainty  rushed  at  once  on  his  mind,  together 
with  all  the  difficulties  which  he  would  necessarily  be 
exposed  to  in  preserving  a  secret,  which  seemed  now 
equally  essential  to  his  safety,  to  his  power,  and  to 
his  honour.  He  was  situated  like  one  who  walks 
upon  ice,  ready  to  give  way  around  him,  and  whose 
only  safety  consists  in  moving  onwards,  by  firm  and 
imvacillatmg  stepa  The  Queen's  favour,  to  preserve 
which  he  had  made  such  sacrifices,  must  now  be  se- 
ciu^  by  all  means  and  at  all  hazards — it  was  the 
only  plank  which  he  could  cling  to  in  the  tempest. 
He  must  settle  himself,  therefore,  to  the  task  of  not 
only  preserving,  but  augmenting  the  Queen's  par- 
tiahty— He  must  be  the  favourite  of  Elizabeth,  or  a 
man  utterly  shipwrecked  in  fortune  and  in  honour. 
All  other  considerations  must  be  laid  aside  for  the 
moment,  and  he  r«>elled  the  intrusive  thoughts  which 
forced  on  his  mind  the  image  of  Amy.  by  sayins  to 
himself;  there  would  be  time  to  think  ncreafter  now 
he  was  to  escape  fi"om  the  labyrinth  ultimately,  since 
the  pilot,  who  sees  a  Scyllq  under  his  bows,  must  not 


for  the  time  think  of  the  more  distant  dansers  of 
Charybdis. 

In  this  mood,  the  E^l  of  Leicesler  that  day  an- 
Bumed  his  chair  at  the  council  table  of  Etixabeth ; 
and  when  the  hours  of  bueinese  were  over,  in  thii 
same  mood  did  he  occupy  an  honoured  place  near 
her,  during  her  pleasnure  excursion  on  the  Tbames. 
And  never  did  he  display  to  more  advantage  fa» 
powers  as  a  politician  of  the  first  rank,  or  his  pan« 
as  an  accomplished  courtier. 

It  chanced  that  in  that  dajr's  council  matters  were 
agitated  touching  the  afiiurs  of  the  imfbrtunate  Mary, 
the  seventh  year  of  whose  captivity  in  England  was 
now  in  doleful  currency.  There  had  been  opaooas 
in.favourof  this  unhappy  princess  laid  before  Efea- 
beth's  councfl,  and  supported  with  mndi  strength  <d 
argument  by  Sussex  and  others,  who  dwelt  mecc 
imon  the  law  of  nations  and  the  breach  of  hospitaktj, 
than,  however  softened  or  qualified,  was  agieeeUe  to 
the  Queen's  ear.  Leicester  adopted  the  cootraty 
opinion  with  great  animation  and  eloquence,  and  de- 
scribed the  necessity  of  continuing  the  severe  restngii 
of  the  Queoi  of  Scots,  as  a.  measure  essential  to  the 
safety  of  the  kingdom,  and  particularly  of  Etixabetfa'« 
sacred  person,  the  lightest  hair  of  whose  hesd,  be 
maintained,  ought,  in  their  lordships'  estimationj  m 
be  matter  of  more  deep  and  anxious  concern,  than 
the  life  and  fortunes  of  a  rival,  who,  after  aettmg  xm 
a  vain  and  imjust  pretence  to  the  throne  of  Engtaoo. 
was  now,  even  while  in  the  bosom  of  her  countrr. 
the  constant  hope  and  theme  of  encourageaMnt  to  alj 
enemies  to  Elizabeth,  whether  at  home  or  abroad. 
He  ended  by  craving  pardon  of  their  lordships,  if  in 
the  zeal  of^  q[>eech  he  nad  given  any  ofeice;  bat  the 
Queen's  safetv  was  a  theme  which  hurned  him  be- 
yond his  usual  moderation  of  debate. 

Elizabeth  chid  him,  but  not  severely,  for  the  weight 
which  he  attached  unduly  to  her  personal  interests : 
yet  she  owned,  that  since  it  had  been  the  pleasure  of 
Heaven  to  combine  those  interests  with  tne  weal  of 
her  subjects,  she  did  only  her  duty  when  she  adopted 
such  measures  of  self-preservation  as  drcnmstanccs 
forced  upon  her;  and  if  the  council  in  their  wisdom 
should  be  of  opinion,  that  it  was  needful  to  continue 
some  restraint  on  the  person  of  her  unhappy  sister  of 
Scotland,  ahe  trusted  they  would  not  blame  her  if 
she  requested  of  the  Coimtess  of  Shrewsbury  to  use 
her  with  as  nmch  kindness  as  mi^riit  be  coneistent 
with  her  safe  keeping.  And  with  this  intimation  ci 
her  pleasure,  the  council  was  dismissed. 

Never  was  more  anxious  and  ready  way  made  for 
"  my  Lord  of  Leicester,"  than  as  he  passed  through 
the  crowded  anterooms  to  90  towards  the  river-aoe, 
in  order  to  attend  her  Migesty  to  her  barge — never 
was  the  voice  of  the  ushers  louder,  to  "  make  roam 
—make  room  fdr  the  noble  Earl"— never  were  these 
signals  more  promptly  and  reverently  obeyed — ^nerer 
were  more  anxious  eyes  turned  on  him  to  obtain  a 
glance  of  favour,  or  even  of  mere  recognition,  while  the 
heart  of  many  an  humble  follower  throbbed  betwixt 
the  desire  to  ofiTer  his  congratulations,  and  the  fear  of 
intruding  himself  on  the  notice  of  one  so  infinitdT 
above  him.    The  whole  court  consider«i  the  issue  of 
this  day's  audience,  expected  with  so  much  doubt  and 
anxiety,  as  a  decisive  triumph  on  the  part  of  Leioestcf , 
and  felt  assured  that  the  orb  of  his  rival  satellite,  if 
not  altogether  obscured  by  his  lustre,  must  revolve 
hereafter  in  a  dimmer  and  more  distant  sphere.    So 
thoufliit  the  court  and  courtiers,  from  high  to  low; 
and  they  acted  accordingly. 

On  the  other  hand,  never  did  Leicester  return  the 
general  greeting  with  such  ready  and  condescending 
courtesy,  or  endeavour  more  successfully  to  gather 
(in  the  words  of  one,  who  at  that  moment  stood  at 
no  great  distance  firom  him)  "  golden  opinions  from 
all  sorts  of  men." 

For  all  the  favourite  Earl  had  a  bow.  a  smite  ai 
least,  and  oflen  a  kind  word.  Most  or  these  weft 
addressed  to  courtiers,  whose  names  have  long  gone 
down  the  tide  of  oblivion ;  but  some,  to  such  as  sound 
strangely  in  our  ears,  when  connected  with  the  onfi- 
nary  matters  of  human  life,  above  which  the  grati- 
tude of  posterity  has  long  elevated  them.  A  few  of 
Leicester's  interlocutory  sentences  ran  as  follows  * 


and  fair  du] 


KKNIL  WORTH. 
l?i>od  laonotr,  tnd  bow  does  your  wiie 
ii»r  I    Why  coma  thoy  not  to  couji  J — 
naoBil— the  Queen  will  grant  no 


iDono[H)lie» — bL. 

mmlttn.—Hy  nood  Aldennan  Ayl 
City,  aflectiDK  Queenliithe,  ihall 

Spenser,  louchirmvoiirlriithpciiti 
ttid  you,  front  nw  Iove  io  the  H 
neliled  ihe  Lota  Tresaurer." 
"_  ISy  lord."  uid  ihe  poet,  "  we 

"  Come  to  my  lodfpng,  Edmi 

Will  ShSkmeeJJ^^^  Wdfh-i 
nephew,  Pliilb  Sidney,  Jove- 
withoui  thy  Venus  wid  Adot 
■vill  have  thee  liangeil  for  the 


■librd,  the  suit  of  lh< 


X ;  but  ihou . 
1  permitted  ta 


wdei'-he  cuinoi  alem 

under  hie  pillow  t  We 

wiiarii  in  Europe. 


T\ie  pla^fr  bowai, 


^nrl  nodded  and  poaeed 

told  the  tala— in  oura. 

say  the  immortal  hod  done  ho 


ZS 


>w,  Sir  Fraoda  Denning,"  he  whispered, 

jt  hiaeiDlting  aalutalion,     ihst  smile  hath 

raade  thy  face  ahorler  br  one  third  than  when  I  linit 
saw  ii  thia  mominii.— What,  Master  Bowyer,  stand 
vou  back,  and  think  you  1  bear  maiicel  You  did 
but  your  duly  this  motninff ;  and  if  I  remember 
aught  of  the  passufio  betwixt  ua,  it  sliall  be  in  thy 

Then  the  Earl  was  approached,  with  several  fan- 
Uetic  congees,  by  a  person  cjuaintly  dressol  in  a  doub- 
let of  bla^k  velvet,  curiously  slsehed  and  pinked  with 
crimson  satin.  A  long  cock's  feather  in  the  velvet 
bonnet,  which  he  lield  in  hia  hand,  and  an  enormous 
ruff,  stiffened  to  the  ciuaniLv  of  the  absurd  tasio  of- 
the  limes,  jouied  with 


which qualihed  the' 
perpetual  blush,  wh 
than  the  thin  cheek 
:c  of  "  guod  life,' 


to  body  Ibrlh  a ' 


11  Wit :  while  the  rod 


latural  pertnese  of  his  manner.  A 
ich  occupied  rather  ihc  sharp  nose 
jf  this  pereonoffe,  seemed  lo  apeak 

which  ho  approached  to  the  Earl 


"  Oood  n.cu.u  juu,  j.»~i«^.  .wm.-^o.icuaiu, 

Loceaier,  and  seemed  deairous  to  pass  forward. 


to  yoti.  Master  Robert  Lanehsm,"  said 


'  I  haveasuii toyournoblelonlship,"  said thefignre. 
baldly  followinR  him. 

"And  what  IB  it,  good  maatar  keeper  of  the  council- 
chamber  door  7" 

"  Clerk  of  the  council-chamber  door,"  said  Master 
Riiberi  Laneham,  with  emphaas,  by  way  of  leply,  and 

■'  Well,  qualify  thine  office  as  thou  wilt,  man,"  re- 
plied the  Elarl ;     what  wouldst  thou  have  with  mBl" 

"Simply,"  answered  Laneham,  "that  your  lordship 
would  ba.  aa  heretofore,  mygoodloid,  audprocureme 
license  to  attend  the  Summer  Progress  unto  your  lord- 
ship's moat  beautiful,  and  iJl-to-be  unraaiohed  Castle 
of  Kenll  worth." 

"  To  what  pu 
plied  the  Earl  I 

"  Not  so  many,"  rcpuea  ine  p«uu/i»l, 

tour  nobleness  wdl  wiUingly  »nre  your  old  servitor 
is  ciib  and  his  mess.  Belhink  you,  my  lord,  how 
necessary  is  this  rod  of  mine,  to  frisht  away  all  those 
Lialeners,  who  sin  would  play  at  bo-pe^  with  the 
honourable  councd,  and  be  searching  for  keyholes 
and  crannies  in  the  door  of  ths  chamber,  so  as  to 
rander  njy  stafl  as  neediiil  as  a  By-flap  in  a  butcher's 


laid  the  Earl  i  "  but  seek  not  about  to  justily  it.  Come 
lo  Eenilworth,  if  you  list ;  there  will  be  store  of  fools 
here  besides,  arid  so  you  will  be  fitted." 


I  ibsre  be  Gwbi,  myior 


briL"  repliei 


ths  Queen  comes  forth 


It  I  have  another  singular 
,"  Biud  the  Earli  "I  think 


Itoeen  comes  forth  mslantly. 

My  very  good  lord,  I  would  fain  bring  a  bed-leltow 

"  How,  you  irreverent  rascal  I"  said  Ldceslcr. 

"Nay,  my  lord,  my  moaniiiBis  within  the  canona," 
answered  his  unblushing  or  rnther  hia  ever-blushiiia 
petitioner.  I  have  a  wift  as  cutioua  as  her  grand- 
mother, who  eat  (he  apple.  Now,  take  her  with  me 
I  may  not,  her  Highness's  orders  being  so  strict 
ai^Binst  the  officers  bringing  with  them  their  wives  in 
a  progress,  and  so  lumbering  the  conn  with  woman- 
kind. But  what  I  would  craveof  your  lordship,  is,  to 
find  room  for  her  in  some  mummery,  or  preiiy  pa- 

Ksnt,  in  disguise,  as  it  were;    so   that,  not  brang 
own  for  my  wife,  there  may  be  no  oficnce." 
"The  foul  fiend  seiieyebolh!"  said  Leicester,  atnnK 
mtrollabla  passion  by  the  recollections  which' 


The  terrified  clerl 
at  Ihe  burst  or  m 


ecalled  Ldceatci 

y  if  thou  hadst  the  audacity 
ce,"  said  he  hastily.  "Coma 
3g  the  devil  with  thee,  if  thou 


wd,  until  he  paused 
10  which  he  plunged 
ibservsd,  and  in  se- 


"  My  wife,  eir, , 
Mystery,  in  Uueei 
Itttle  Ibr  properties. 

"  Here  is  a  erown  for  ihee."  said  (he  Earl,—"  make 
me  rid  of  thee — the  great  bell  rings." 

Station  wliich  he  had  eidtedj  and  then  aud  to  him- 
F,  OB  he  stooped  to  pick  up  his  staff  of  office,  "The 
noble  Earl  runs  wdd  humours  to-day ;  but  they  who 
give  crowns,  expect  us  witty  fellowB  to  wink  at  their 
unsettled  stsrts ;  snd,  by  my  faith,  if  they  paid  not  ftir 
mercy,  we  would  finger  them  (ightlyl"* 

LacfBlet  moved  hastily  on,  neglectipjt  the  conne- 
sies  he  had   hitherto    dispensed    so    liberally,      ~  ' 
hurrying  through  (he  courtly  crc      ^ 
in  0  small  withdrawing-room,  in., 
to  draw  a  moment's  breath  unobsei 

"  What  am  I  now,"  be  said  to  himself;  "  that  am 
thua  jaded  by  the  worda  of  a  mean,  westherbeat^n, 
Booae-brmned  gnll  I — Conscience,  thOu  art  a  blood- 
houod,  whose  growl  wakea  as  readily  at  the  paltry 
Btir  of  a  rat  or  mouse,  as  at  the  step  of  a  lion.— Can 
1  not  quit  myself,  by  one  bold  stroke  of  a  stale  to 
irksome,  so  unhonouredT  What  if  I  kneel  to  Eliza- 
beth, and,  owning  the  whole,  throw  myself  on  hilr 

m.rryl"- 

.he  pursued  this  train  of  Ihoogji^  the  door  of  tbe 
..tmenl  opened,  and  Yamey  mahed  in. 
Thank  Opd,  my  lord,  that  I  have  found  yoa  1"  ma 


"lliuili  whom  you  will,  mv  lord,"  said  V 
buthaatenlo  tbewaler-nde.  TheQueenison 


KBNILWOETH. 


let;  "for,  by  Haaven^iny  brain  can  niiliin  tfaii  no 

'^  znay  well  eay  to,"  ftnid  Vnrney  with  tHitemeef 
of  eipreaoion,  "tot  your  place,  ay,  and  mine,  wbo.ns 

KIS  a"reiuly  filled  up  in  iho  Queen's  bsjue.  The 
M^  minion,  Welier  Haleigh,  and  our  old  acquainl- 
uic^  Trasadun,  were  ctllud  for  ui  Hll  our  plsieB  juBl 
■a  I  hulened  ■va^  to  ee<*  you." 

'^Thou  art  adevil,  Vanioy,  an  id  Leicester,  haatily ; 
"  but  thou  faaal  ihe  moaiery  for  the  prrsenl—l  fallow 
Ibee." 

Varncv  replied  not,  but  led  the  way  oul  of  the  pa- 
lace, and  lowardsihe  river,  while  hia  maaler  followed 


"  Thou  an  a  (ool,  Varney,  aa  well  aa  a  knavo/'  aai 
ahtlunghiin  off,  and  rejecting  his  official, 


very  point  of  pi 


hmation,  ai 


Ihal  which 

lie  I  forfake  for  a  brief  scaaon,  iheijlo- 

)B(  which  the  ladies  occupy,  and  pemiil  this  joung 

ivalier  hia  hour  of  protniiwl  felicity." 

The  Queen  replied,  with  an  eipresaion   betwixt 

miitb  and  eamesi,  "  It'  you  are  ao  willing  to  leaye  u>, 

'  rd,  we  cannot  help  the  mortificatioD.    But, 

favour,  we  do  not  tnjsl  you— old  and  cipF- 


iBDidet— passed  b«fo 

wilh  the  air  of  a  mperior  and  maater.  and  i 
lad  lbs  way  to  the  river-aide 

"nie  Queen's  barge  waa  or 
olTl  the  seat  allotted  lo  LeiccBici  m  mc 
■MI  lo  hia  tnaaler  of  the  horse  on  the 
tniai,  being  sJrady  filled  up.  Bui  on  Lei 
proach  ihan  waa  a  pause,  as  if  the  barge 
pated  aoma  alteration  in  iheir  company.  The  aupy 
^>ot  waa,  however,  on  the  Queen  s  cheek,  aa.  in  that 
coM  lone  with  which  aDperJora  endeavour  to  veil  their 
internal  agitation,  while  Bj>eaking  lo  those  before 
whom  it  would  be  derogauon  to  eipresa  ii,  she  pro- 
Donnosd  the  chilling  words— "We  have  walled,  rny 
J.ord  of  Leicester." 

"Madam,  and  moat  gracioua  Princess,' 
eaater,  "yon,  who  can  pardon  ao  many  v 
which  yoor  own  heart  never  knows,  can  b 

botli  heiad  and  limbs.     1 
pieesnce,  a  doubting  and  an  acci 
goodneaa  penemteJ  the  clouds  ol 
realORd  me  to  my  booour,  and,  v 
to  your  ftvour— is  it  wonderful,  ihough 
fi^  DM  It  is  moat  .unhappy,  that  my  master  of  the 
bona  ahotild  have  found  me  in  a  elate  which  scarct 
pemutted  me  to  make  the  exertion  necessary  lo  fol- 
low him  to  this  place,  when  one  glance  of  your  High 
oeas,  allhough,  alast  an  angry  one,  has  had  powei 
to  do  that  for  me,  in  which  Esculaiuus  niight  have 
MedT' 

"How  is  tills  1"  said  Gliisbeih  hastily,  looking  ni 
Vamey;  "haihyour  lotdbtenilll" 
"  Something  of  a  fainting  fit,"  anawered  the  ready 

wilted  Vamey,  "aa  your  Qrace  may  obai"—  ' ' — 

present  condition.    Hy  lord'a  haate  wc 

"It  mailers  not,"  said  Eliiabeth,  as  ebe  gated 
on  the  noble  face  and  form  of  Leicester   "■  '■" 


isby  > 


had  been  so  lately  sgilatsl.  gave  i 

"  make  room  for  my  noble  lord— Your  riace 

Vamey,  haa  been  Hllcd  up  i  you  must  find  i 

"  And  V' 


lich  hi 


wilhdlE' 


added  she,  looking  at  RaleiKh,     must, 

go   to   the  barge  of  our  ladies  of  hon._ 

Tmatiian,  he  bath  already  snflered  loo  much  by  the 
cifirice  of  women,  that  I  should  aggrieve  him  by  my 
change  of  plan,  aafar  aa  he  iaomcemed." 
LeiceBteT  seated  himself  in  his  place  in  the  barge, 


courtesy  aa  to  oftur  to  relinquish  his  own  place 

ftund,  had  not  the  acute  fdance  c^  Raleigh  himself, 
who  seemed  now  in  his  native  element,  made  him 
I'nsiblr,  that  so  ready  a  disclamation  of  the ' 


a  courtier,  the  gallant  Lord  WUIoughby, 
e  thought,  something  in  the  Our—'-  '-- 
medio  pity  Raleigh's  — ' 


-  It  is 


s  old  o 


itned  sem- 
riierK,"  he  saiil,  "  to  hid« 


liQStv's  leave,  relinquish  for  an  hoot  that  s 
eubjcHTlB  hulJ  dearest,  the  delist  of  her  I 
is's  presence,  and  mortify  myself  by  walkb 


I'orsi^ 


than  in  the  gravity  of  our  ordinary  delibtn lions.— 
Which  of  you,  my  lords,"  said  ahe.  smiling,  "  know 
Bughl  of  a  pi^Ulion  from  Otaon  Pinnit,  the  keeper,  as 
he  qualilies  himself,  of  our  toyal  bears  ^  Who  stands 
godfather  to  his  rfquesf?" 

"  Marty,  wilh  youc  Grace's  good  pertniaaHin,  that 
do  1."  HSid  the  Earl  of  Sussei.— "  Otaon  Pinnit  was 
a  Hlout  hjldiiT  bcdore  he  was  so  mangled  by  the 
skenes  of  the  Irish  clan  HacDonough,  and  I  trust 
your  Grace  wUI  be,  as  you  always  hate  been,  good 

"  Surely,  said  the  Queen,  "  il  is  our  purpoae  to  be 
BO,  and  in  eiRiecial  to  our  poor  soldiers  and  eailois, 
who  haiaid  ihoir  livea  for  hole  pay.  We  would  give, 
she  said,  with  her  eyes  sparkling,  "yonder  royal  pa- 
lace of  ours  <o  be  an  hoipitai  for  their  use.  rather 
than  ttiey  should  call  (heir  mistresa  ungraleAt).— But 
this  IS  not  ihe  queaiion,"  ahe  said,  her  voice,  which 
had  been  awakened  by  her  paiiiotic  fedutga,  once 
more  aubaidins  into  the  tone  of  gay  and  easyconver- 
BBtion:  "for  this  Onon  Pinnit^  request  goes  aonw- 
thing  farther.  He  compudo^  that  antidst  Ihe  ez- 
tmne  delist  with  which  men  hatmt  the  play-btmBsi^ 
and  in  esMtcial  their  eager  desire  lor  seeuu  the  exhi- 
bitions of  one  will  *4liAan>a>m.  (whom  Tfhinb  n.. 

amusemeni  of 


__„.__..  , kill  eacl 

our  royal  dogs  and  bears 
eainest— What  say  you 


other  in  je«,  than  to"Be« 
vorry  each  other  in  bloody 


Lord  of  Sub 

"  Why,  truly,  grsciaua  madem,"  said  Suast 
lUst  expect  uille  from  an  old  soldier  like  n 
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TOur  of  bBtll«  in  vort,  iriien  tlM)r  m  eomiMnd 
\nth  haidea  in  eaniBiEi  uid  yeU  bf  my  TiiiLh,  1  wUh 
Will  8b«tupeare  no  hann.  He  la  a  Blout  mm  bi 
quarter- >LatI)  and  (ingle  falchion,  thoutdi,  as  I  am 
told,  H  haitias  fellow;  and  lie  atood,  they  aay,  a 
loUKh  finhl  wilh  the  rangers  of  old  Sir  Thomas  Lucy 
of  ChorTecot,  when  he  broke  hie  deer-park  and  kisaad 
Ilia  keeper' a  daughter." 

"  I  cry  you  mercy,  my  Lotdof  Siusex,"  said  Queen 
Kliiabelb,  interrupting  him :  "  ihsi  msiter  waa  hennl 
m  council,  and  we  will  not  have  this  felioWa  ofleuce 
exaggerated— there  was  nokiaeuigin  the  matter,  and 
the  defendani  hath  pul  the  denial  on  recoid.— But 
what  say  you  lo  his  preaenl  practice,  my  lord,  en  the 
eiagel  for  there  lies  ibe  point,  and  not  in  any  ways 
tcfuchina  his  Jbnoer  errors,  m  breaking  parka,  ur  the 
other  bSUea  you  apeak  of.'' 

"  Why,  truly,  madam,"  replied  Susaai,  "  aa  I  said 
before,  I  wish  the  gamesome  mad  fellow  no  injury. 
"  of  his  whoreson  poetry  (I  ermvo  your  Grace  a 


kl^' 

gelB.  making  bul  a  mere  mockery  of  a  Blout  lighl,  lo 
compare  lo  the  royal  game  of  bear-baiting,  which  hath 
been  KracedbyyourHighDess'scountenanoe.  and  that 
of  your  royal  piedeceasora;  in  this  your  princely  king- 
dom, famwi*  fi>r  matchless  mastiBK  and  bold  boar- 
wards  aTerallChiiatendoin?  Omatly  is  il  to  be  doubt- 
ed that  the  race  of  both  will  decay,  if  men  sbould  ihrong 
lo  bear  ilie  lungs  of  an  idle  player  belch  fotlh  non- 
senaical  bombast,  instead  ol  bestowing  their  pence 
in  encouraging  Ihe  bravest  uiiage  of  war  thai  can  be 
shown  inposce,  and  ihal  is  the  sports  of  the  Benr- 
garden.  There  you  may  see  the  bear  lying  at  guard 
with  bis  red  pinky  eyes,  watching  the  ousel  of  the 
insiBiiff,  like  a  wiljr  captain,  who  mainlaina  hia  de- 

wilhin  hia  danger.  And  then  cornea  Sir  Mastiff,  like 
a  worthy  champion,  in  full  career  at  the  ihroat  of 
bis  fldveraary— and  then  shall  Sir  Bruin  teach  him 
llio  reward  lor  those  who  in  their  over-couta^e.  ne- 
glect the  policies  of  war,  and,  calching  him  m  hia 
srmSi  Btrain  him  to  his  breast  Idie  a  lusty  wrestler, 
.,ni:r  n),  ■!>«■  pitj  crack  like  ilie  shot  of  a  pislolet. — 
icr  mastiH;  as  bold,  but  wlh  belter 
r  judgment,  catches  Sit  Brum  by  the 


^ra  arc  wont,  in  Ihdr  plays,  not  only  to  introduce  pn>- 
ane  and  lewd  eipressions,  tending  to  foster  sin  and 
larloiry,  bul  even  to  bellow  out  such  tefleclioni  on 
rovemmeni;  its  origin  and  its  object,  as  tend  lo  rpn- 
fer  [he  subject  discontented,  and  shake  ihe  solid  Ibun- 
lalions  of^  civil  society.  And  il  Beoms  to  b^  under 
/our  Grace's  favour,  far  less  than  safe  lo  pernul  these 
naughty  foul-mouihed  knaves  lo  tidieule  ihe  godly 
for  their  decent  gravity,  and  In  blaspheming  heaven, 
■  ■  ■  ■  Its  earthly  n'i—-  •"  ="  "t  ^^b...™ 
if  God  and  mi 


oiienceH.     But  il  is  ill  ai 


And  th< 

nether  Up, 


e  he  toises  about 


netner  up,  uiiu  iiaugii  iuhi,  wu 
blood  and  slaver,  and  tries  in 
hot  from  his  lioid.  And  then" 
"Nay,  bvmj  honour,  my  i. 
InitKhing,  you  have  described 
biv.  that,  had  we  never  seen  ab 

belield  many,  and  hope,  with  L -,  .- 

see  many  more,  your  words  were  aul&nenl  lo  put  the 
wnole  Beat-ffirdon  berore  oureyea— But  come,  who 
BiKsks  next  in  ihii  easel— My  Lord  of  Leicester, 

"Am  I  then  to  consider  myself  aa  unmuiiled, 
please  your  Grace  T'  replied  Leicester. 

"Surely,  my  lord— that  is,  if  you  feel  hearty  enough 
lo  lake  pari  in  our  game,"  answered  Cliubellii  "and 


'  tiiough  my  Inothet  AmbKMe  of  Warwick  and 
-■ny  ibe  ancient  cwnizaDce  your  Hiebi 
)  remsinber,  I  neverUieleMdMin^nothin^ 

bear.'    And 


, „ .  I  neverQieleMdesu«  nothing  bul 

play  on  sll  sides:  or,  as  they  aay.'Bght  dog, figfat 
'    '— '  inbehalfof  ihe  players,  1  raual  needs  say 


.»»,  „„„,..,  knave*,  whose  rants  and  jeMsksep 
minds  of  the  commons  from  busying  ihenuelves 

h  auie  aflairs,  and  listening  to  iraitorous  mieachsa, 
rumours,  and  dialoyal  insinuaboiu.  When  men 
'low  Harlow,  Sbakapsare,  and  other 


ly.Iord,"  said 


ung  aeamsi  Ihe  use  of  any 
I  louching  this  Shakspcare, 


hia  Chronicles,  as  he  calls  them,  may  entertain,  wilh 

mr  vubjocta,  but  even  the  generation  which  may 

Dur  Majesty's  reign  will  need  no  such  feeble  aid 
ike  it  remembered  to  the  laiest  posterity,"  said 
Leicester,  "And  yet,  in  hia  way,  Shakspenre  halh 
touched  some  incidents  of  your  Mojesty'a  hsppy 
^etnmenl,  as  may  countervail  what  has  been  spoken 
his  reverence  the  Dean  of  St,  Asaph's.  There  are 
ne  lines,  for  example— I  would  my  ncphe*',  Philip 
Iney.  were  here,  they  arc  scarce  ever  out  of  lus 
luth — they  are  spoken  in  a  mad  laic  crfoines.  love- 
irms.  snd  1  wot  noi  what  beakles  -,  bul  hcauunil 
Vate,  however  short  they  may  snd  muelfal!  oflhc 
>iect  to  which  they  bear  a  bold  relation- and  Philip 
irmurs  them,  I  think,  even  in  his  dreams." 
'  You  lanloliia  us,  my  lord,"  said  the  Queen— 
_Is9ter  Philip  Sidney  is,  wc  know,  a  minion  of  the 
Muses,  and  we  are  pleased  il  should  be  so.    Valour 

shines  to  more  advanlage  than  when  united 

Ibe  true  Isste  and  love  of  letlcts.    But  surely 


jolloctw 

weightier    affa 
scrihod  10  me  n 


our  lo^^ip  has  lorgotten  artiid 
Uasler  Treesilian,  you  are  de: 
orshipperof  Minerva— remember 


'  100  fttally  blighted,  to  profit  by  the  i 
.ich  the  ftueen  thus  ufleted  u>  him  of  all 


. he  believed  t 

Lord  of  L«ccaler , ,   , 

'  -snce  of  Maater  Walter  Raleigh. 

At  Ihe  command  of  ihe  Queei 

pesied,  with  accstii  and  manner  i 


The  voice  of  Raleigh,  as  h> 


*anlof  tecolleciion,  hesddei 
eautiful  verses^  of  which  n; 


II  iuic^«.<,  »  — >  .ci^iittd  the  last  lin^ 
uK.iu.  n  lililo  tremulous,  as  if  difiideni  how.  the 
SovcfBignlowhomlho  homage  was addreraed  might 
receiTg  il,  eiquikts  aa  il  was.  If  this  ditfldence  waa 
aflected,  it  waa  goodpolicy  i  but  If  real,  there  was  hi- 

tleocSiiionforTt.  Tfie  veraea  were  noi  probsW 

to  the  Queen,  for  when  waaerer  such  eleoant  f 
long  in  roaching  the  royal  e»i  lo  which  il  w 
diUKd  7  Bul  ifiey  were  not  the  leas  welcome  wnen 
rojoaiedbysuchaiceiikerssRaleBh.  Alike  (Will- 
ed with  ihe  matter,  the  manner,  andlhegrsoelnlform 
and  animated  eountenanco  of  the  gallanl  young  re- 

citer,  Khiabeih  kepi  nme  to  erery  cadence,  with  loo« 

Ibemoieclosriy  land  wilh  finger.    When  the  ifieaker  had  ceased,  she 


iiflatia 


Mill  tin geiiKL^ 
which,  Ratri^ 


ihe^n  oi! 


iclnmalion  of  jajr 

>k  off  a  diamond 
his  gallani  aome 
couplet  prrfecleil 
e  wrote  her  own 

I  retiring  alowtjr, 
d  eee  the  jiraax 
lapwing,  towanii 

leaaid,  '"that  ^ 
ng  at  the  circuin- 
ol  the  way  alow- 
ag  they  returned, 
cntion  lo  any  one 
young  poet — and 
iciBCT-    It  ia  lo  be 


r,  and  retnriMd  lo 
!  point  ofenibaik- 
waitM  hieh  with 


WBB  nowhmlo  be 
¥  were,  with  roili- 
ining  Ilia  abeenc«, 
<  congntulate  him 


Cbaf.  XVIU.] 
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betk  had  ddgnal  to  find  a  rfayine;  but  other  indica- 
tiona  had  transpired,  which  plainly  intimated  that  he 
had  made  some  progress  in  the  Queen's  favour.  All 
hastened  to  wish  him  joy  on  the  mended  appearance 
of  his  fortune :  some  m>m  real  regard ;  some,  perhaps, 
from  hopes  that  his  preferment  might  hast^i  their 
own ;  and  most  from  a  mixture  of  these  motives,  and 
a  sense  that  the  countenance  showm  to  anv  one  of 
Sussex's  hous^old,  was,  in  fact,  a  triumph  to  the 
whole.  Raleigh  returned  the  kiiklest  thanks  to  them 
all,  disowning,  with  becoming  modesty,  that  one 
clay's  fair  reception  made  a  favourite,  any  more  than 
one  swallow  a  summer.  But  he  observed  that  Blount 
did  not  join  iu  the  general  congratulation,  and  some- 
what hurt  at  his  apparent  unkindness,  he  i»lainly 
asked  him  the  reason. 

Blount  replied  with  eaual  sincerity— '*  My  good 
Walter,  1  wish  thee  as  well  as  do  any  of  these  chat- 
tering gulls,  who  are  whistling  and  whooping  gratu- 
lations  in  thine  ear,  because  it  seems  faur  weather 
with  thee.  But  I  fear  for  thee.  Walter,"  (and  he 
wiped  his  honest  eyci^)  "  I  fear  for  thee  with  all  my 
heart.  These  court-tncks,  and  gambols,  and  flashes 
of  fine  women's  favour,  are  the  tricks  and  trinkets 
that  bring  fair  fortunes  to  farthings,  and  fine  faces 
and  witty  coxcombs  to  ths  acquaintance  of  dull  block 
and  sharp  axes." 

Sk>  saying,  Blount  arose  and  left  the  hall,  while 
Raleigh  looked  after  him  with  an  expression  that 
blanked  for  a  moment  his  bold  and  anunated  coun- 
tenance. 

Stanley  just  then  entered  the  hall,  and  said  to 
Treaailian,  My  lord  is  calling  for  your  fellow  Way- 
land,  and  your  fellow  Wayland  is  just  come  hither  m 
a  sculler,  and  is  calling  for  you.  nor  will  he  go  to  my 
lord  till  he  sees  you.  The  fellow  looks  as  ne  were 
mazed,  methinks— I  would  you  would  see  him  imme- 
diately." 

Tr^silian  instantly  left  the  hall,  and  causing  Way- 
land  Smith  to  be  shown  into  a  withdrawing  apart- 
ment, and  lights  placed,  he  conducted  the  artist  thi- 
ther, and  was  surprised  when  he  observed  the  emo- 
tion of  his  countenance. 

"  What  is  the  matter  with  vou,  Smith  ?"  said  Tres- 
silian :  *'  have  you  seen  the  devil  ?" 

"Worse,  sir,  worse,"  relied  Wayland,  "I  have 
seen  a  basilidi.  Thank  Gk>d,  I  saw  him  first,  for 
being  so  seen,  and  seeing  not  me,  he  will  do  the  less 
harm." 

"In  God's  name,  speak  sense,"  said  Tressilian, 
"  and  say  what  you  mean !" 

"I  have  seen  my  old  master,"  said  the  artist— 
"  Last  night,  a  friend  whom  I  had  acquired,  took  me 
to  see  the  palace  clock,  iudging  me  to  be  curious  in 
such  works  of  art  At  the  window  of  a  turret  next 
to  the  clock-house  I  saw  my  olikmaster." 

"  Thou  must  needs  have  been  mistaken,"  said 
Tressilian. 

"I  was  not  mistaken,"  said  Wayland— "He  that 
once  hath  his  features  by  heart,  would  know  him 
amongst  a  million.  He  was  anticly  habited ;  but  he 
cannot  diai^uise  himself  from  me,  Ood  be  praised,  as  I 
can  from  hipi.  I  will  not,  however,  tempt  Providence 
by  remaining  within  his  ken.  Tarlton  the  player  him- 
8cf  could  not  so  disguise  himself  but  that,  sooner 
or  later,  Doboobie  would  find  him  out.  1  must  away 
to-morrow ;  for,  as  we  stand  together,  it  were  death 
to  me  to  remain  within  reach  of  him." 

"  But  the  Earl  of  Sussex  1"  said  Tressilian. 

"He  is  in  little  danger  from  what  he  has  hitherto 
taken,  provided  he  swallow  the  matter  of  a  bean's 
size  of  the  Orvietan,  every  morning  fasting— but  let 
him  beware  of  a  relapse.' 

"And  how  is  that  to  be  guarded  against  T'  said 
Tressilian. 

"  Only  by  such  caution  as  you  would  use  against 
the  devil^"  answered  Wayland.  "  Let  my  lord's  clerk 
of  the  kitchen  kill  his  lord's  meat  himself,  and  dress 
it  himself,  using  no  spice  but  what  he  procures  from 
the  surest  hands— Let  the  sewer  serve  it  im  himself, 
and  let  the  master  of  my  lord's  household  see  that 
both  clerk  and  sewer  taste  the  dishes  which  the  one 
dresses  and  the  other  serves.  Let  my  lord  use  no 
perfumes  which  come  not  from  well  accredited  per- 


sons; no  unguents— no  pomades.  Let  him,  on  no 
account,  drink  with  stranger^  or  eat  fruit  with  them, 
either  in  the  way  of  noonmg  or  otherwise.  Espe- 
cially, let  him  observe  such  caution  if  he  Roee  to  K«n- 
ilworth— the  excuse  of  his  illness,  and  his  being  un- 
der diet,  will,  and  must,  cover  the  strangeness  of 
such  practice." 

"And  thou,"  said  Tressilian,  "what  dost  thou 
think  to  make  of  thyself?" 

"France,  Spain,  either  India,  East  or  West,  shall 
he  my  refuge,"  said  Wayland/ "ere  I  venture  my 
life  by  residing  within  ken  of  Doboobie,  Demetrius, 
or  whatever  else  he  calls  himself  for  the  time." 

"Well,''  said  Tressilian,  "this  happens  not  inop- 
portunely—I had  business  for  you  in  Berkshire,  but 
m  the  opposite  extremity  to  the  place  where  thou  art 
known ;  and  ere  thou  hadst  found  out  this  new  rea- 
son for  living  private,  I  had  settled  to  send  thee 
thither  upon  a  secret  embassage." 

The  artist  expressed  himself  wflling  to  receive  his 
commands,  and  Tressilian,  knowing  he  was  well  ac- 
guainted  with  the  outline  of  his  business  at  court, 
nrankly  explained  to  him  the  whole,  mentioned  the 
agreement  which  subsisted  betwixt  Giles  Gosling 
and  him,  and  told  what  had  that  day  been  averred 
in  the  presence-chamber  by  Vamey,  and  supported 
by  Leicester. 

"Thou  ^eest"  he  added,  "that,  in  the  circumstan- 
ces in  which  I  am  placed,  it  behooves  me  to  kea>  a 
narrow  watch  on  the  motions  of  these  unprincipled 
men,  Vamey  and  his  oomplicea,  Foster  and  Lam- 
bourne,  as  well  as  on  those  of  my  Lord  Leicester 
himselt  who,  I  suspect,  is  partly  a  deceiver  and  not 
altogether  the  deceived  in  that  matter.    Here  is  my 


Awav 
pen's  there."^ 

"  I  go  with  double  good- will,"  said  the  artist,  "firsL 
because  I  serve  your  honour,  who  has  been  so  kind 
to  me,  and  then,'  that  I  may  escape  my  old  master, 
who,  if  not  an  absolute  incarnation  of  the  devil, 
has,  at  least,  as  much  of  the  demon  about  him,  in 
wilL  word,  and  action,  as  ever  polluted  humanity.— 
And  yet  let  him  take  care  of  me.  I  fly  him  now,  as 
heretofore:  but  if,  like  the  Scottish  wild  cattle,*  I 
am  vexed  by  frequent  pursuit,  I  may  turn  on  him  in 
hate  and  desperation.— Will  your  honour  command 
my  nag  to  be  saddled  1  I  will  but  give  the  medicine 
to  my  lord,  divided  in  its  proper  proportions,  with  a 
few  instructions.  His  safety  will  then  depend  on  the 
care  of  his  friends  and  domestics — for  the  past  he  » 
guarded,  but  let  him  beware  of  the  future." 

Wayland  Smith  accordingly  made  his  farewell  visit 
to  the  Earl  of  Sussex,  dictated  instructions  as  to  his 
regimen,  and  puecautions  concerning  his  diet,  and  left 
Say's  Court  without  waiting  for  morning. 


CHAPTER    XVIIL 


The  moment 


It  i«  already  come— when  thoa  most  write 
The  absolute  total  of  thy  lift'*  vast  son. 
Ttie  constellations  stand  victorious  o'er  thee, 
The  planets  shoot  rood  fortane  in  tkix  janetiona, 
And  tell  thee.  "  Now's  the  Ume." 

ScHUXBB's  WaUenstein,  ly  Colbkukis. 

Whin  Leicester  returned  to  his  lodging,  after  a  day 
so  important  and  so  harassing,  in  which,  after  ndmg 
out  more  than  one  gale,  and  touching  on  more  than 
one  shoaL  his  bark  had  finally  gained  the  harboiu' 
with  banfter  duq}layed,  he  seemed  to  experience  as 
much  fatigue  as  a  manner  after  a  perilotis  storm.  He 
spoke  not  a  word  while  his  chamberlain  exchanged 
his  rich  court-mantle  for  a  fiirred  night-robe,  and 
when  this  officer  signified  that  Master  Vamey  demred 
to  speak  with  his  lordship,  he  rephed  only  by  a  suUen 
nod.  Vamey,  however,  entered,  accepting  this  signal 
as  a  permission,  and  the  chamberlain  withdrew. 
The  Earl  remained  silent  and  almost  motionlees  m 
*  A  remnant  of  the  wild  cattle  of  Seotland  are  preaerved  at 
Chilliofharo  Caatle,  near  Wooler,  in  Northumberiand.  the  ae^ 
ofLordTankenriUe.  They  Hj  t>elbre  strangers :  Irat  if  distmlied 
and  followed,  they  turn  with  fttrj  on  thoee  who  persist  in  aa- 
Boyiac  tliem. 


66 


KENiLWOa^H. 


[Cmat.  XVIII 


his  chair,  his  head  rccliped  on  his  hand,  and  his  elbow 
resting  on  the  table  i^ich  stood  bende  hini,  without 
seeming  to  be  conscious  of  the  entrance,  or  of  the 
presence,  of  his  confidant.  Vamey  wailed  for  some 
minutes  until  he  should  speak,  desirous  to  know  what 
was  the  fiinally  predominant  mood  of  a  mind,  through 
which  so  many  powerful  emotions  had  that  day  taken 
their  course.  But  he  waited  in  vain,  for  Leicester 
continued  still  silent,  and  the  confidant  saw  himself 
under  the  necessity  of.  l)etng  the  first  to  speak.  *'  Mny 
I  congratulate  your  lordship,"  he  said,  on  the  de- 
served superioni^  you  have  this  day  attained  over 
your  most  formidsble  rival?" 

Leicester  raised  his  head,  and  answered  sadly,  but 
without  anger,  **  Tliou,  Varney,  whose  ready  inven- 
tion has  involved  me  in  a  web  of  most  mean  and 
p<^rilous  falsehood,  knowest  best  what  small  reason 
there  is  for  gratulation  on  the  subiect." 

"  Do  you  blame  me,  my  lord,"^  said  Vamey,  "  for 
not  betraying,  on  the  first  push,  the  secret  on  which 
your  fortunes  depended,  and  which  you  have  so  oft 
and  so  earnestly  recommended  to  my  safe  keeping  7 
Your  lordship  was  present  in  person,  and  might  have 
contradicted  me  and  ruined  yourself  by  an  avowal  of 
the  truth ;  but  surely  it  was  no  part  or  a  faithfiil  ser- 
vant to  have  done  so  without  your  commands." 

"  I  cannot  deny  it,  Vamey,'*  said  the  Earl,  rising 
and  walking  across  the  room ;  ^*  my  own  ambition 
has  been  traitor  to  my  love." 
'*  Say,  rather,  my  lord,  that  your  love  has  been  trai- 
tor to  your  greatnesa,  and  barred  you  firom  such  a 
prospect  of  honour  and  power  as  the  world  cannot 
offer  to  any  other.  To  make  ray  honoured  lady  a 
countess,  you  have  missed  the  chance  of  being  your- 
seu  ~~~^ 

He  paused,  and  seemed  unwilling  to  complete  the 
sentence. 

"  Of  being  myself  whal  ?"  demanded  Leicester ; 
"  n>eak  out  thy  meaning,  Vamey." 

Of  being  yourself  a  KINO,  my  lord,"  replied 
Varne>' ;  "  and  King  of  England  to  boot !— It  is  no 
treason  (o  our  Queen  to  say  so.  It  would  have 
chanced  by  her  obtaining  that  which  nil  true  subiects 
wish  her— a  lusty,  noble,  and  gallant  husband. 

"  Thou  ravest,  vamey,"  answered  Leicester.  **  Be- 
sides, our  times  have  seen  enough  to  make  men 
loathe  the  Crown  Matrimonial  which  men  take  from 
their  wives'  lap.    There  was  Darnley  of  Scotland." 

"  He !"  said  Vamey ;  "  a  gull,  a  fool,  n  thrice  sod- 
den ass,  who  sufiTercd  himself  to  be  fired  off  into  the 
air  Uke  a  rocket  on  a  rejoicing  day.  Had  Mary  had 
the  hap  to  have  weddra  the  noble  Earl  once  destined 
to  share  her  throne,  she  had  experienced  u  husband 
of  different  mettle ;  and  her  husband  had  found  in 
her  a  wife  as  complying  and  loving  as  the  mate 
of  the  meanest  squire,  who  follows  the  hounds  a- 
horseback,  and  holds  her  husband's  bridle  as  he 
mounts." 

"  It  might  have  been  as  thou  sayst,  Varney,"  said 
Leicester,  a  brief  smile  of  self-satisfaction  passing 
over  his  anxious  countenance.  '*  Henry  Darnley 
knew  littleof  women— with  Man',  a  man  who  knew 
her  sex  might  have  had  some  chance  of  holding  his 
own.  But  not  with  Elizabeth,  Vamey~for  I  think 
God,  when  he  gave  her  the  heart  of  a  woman,  gave 
her  the  head  of  a  man  to  control  its  follies.— No,  I 
know  her.— She  will  accept  love-tokens,  ay,  and  re- 
quite them  with  the  like— put  sugared  sonnets  in  her 
bosom — ay,  and  answer  them  too — push  gallantry  to 
the  very  verge  where  it  becomes  exchange  of  affec- 
tion—but  she  writes  nil  ultra  to  all  which  is  to  follow, 
and  would  not  barter  one  iota  of  her  owh  supreme 
power  for  all  the  alphabet  of  both  Cupid  and  Hy- 
men." 

.  "The  better  for  you,  my  lord,"  said  Vamey,  "  that 
IS,  m  the  case  supposed,  if  such  be  her  disposition ; 
suice  you  think  you  cannot  aspire  to  become  her 
huaband.  Her  favourite  you  are^  and  may  remain,  if 
the  lady  at  Cumnor-Place  continues  in  her  present 
obscunty." 

u  "P^'.Amyl"  said  Leicester,  with  a  deep  sigh; 
sne  adores  so  earnestly  to  be  acknowledged  in  pre- 
sence of  God  and  man  l'^ 

Ay,  but,  my  lord,"  said  Vamey,  "  is  her  desire 


reasonable  7— that  is  the  question. — Her 
scmplos  are  solved-  she  is  an  honoured  and  bdow^ 
wife— enjoying  the  society  of  her  hitaband  at  adHi 
tinies  as  his  wewh  tier  duties  permit  hira  to  aUbrd  hn 
his  company — What  would  she  more  1  I  am  risbi 
sure  that  a  lady  so  gentle  and  90  loving  would  c<»> 
sent  to  hve  her  lifie  through  in  a  certain  obennfiy— 
which  is,  afler  all,  not  dimmer  than  when  she  va« 
at  Lidcote  Hall— rather  than  diminiab  the  leaat  jty 
of  her  lord's  honours  and  greatness  by  a  premmton 
attempt  to  share  thetn." 

*'  There  is  something  in  what  thou  say'st,*'  mid 
Leicester;  "  and  her  appearance  here  were  fetal — ^yet 
she  must  be  seen  at  Kenilworth  :  Elixabeth  wiO  not 
forget  that  she  has  so  appointed." 

''^Let  me  sleep  on  that  hard  point,"  said  Varwey; 
*'  I  cannot  else  |>erfect  the  device  I  have  on  the  sthfaj, 
which  I  trust  will  satisfy  the  Queen  and  please  my 
honoured  lady,  yet  leave  this  fiatal  secret  where  it  3 
now  buried.— Has  your  lordship  farth«^  commandfi 
for  the  nirfit  7" 

''  I  would  be  alone,"  saki  Leicester.  **  Leave  roe. 
and  place  my  steel  casket  on  the  table. — Be  within 
summons." 

Vamey  retired— and  the  Earl,  opening  the  window 
of  his  apartment,  looked  dlit  long  and  anxionsh'  op-  n 
the  brilliant  host  of  stars  which  glimmered  in  the 
splei)dour  of  a  summer  firmament.  The  words  hum 
from  him  ns  at  unawares — **  I  had  ne^er  more  i»ced 
that  the  heavenly  bodies  should  befriend  me,  lior  my 
earthly  path  is  darkened  and  confuacd." 

It  is  well  known  that  the  age  reposed  a  deep  con- 
fidence in  the  vain  predictions  of  judicial  astrwop 
and  I/oicester,  though  exempt  from  the  gcmeral  con- 
trol of  superstitwn,  was  not  in  this  respect  stipeno: 
to  his  time;  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  remarkable 
for  the  encouragement  which  he  gave  to  the  profi*- 
sors  of  this  pretended  science.  Indeed,  the  wiefa  to 
pry  into  fiiturity,  so  general  amons  the  titmnan  mo. 
18  pccuharly  to  be  found  amongst  those  whwo  tradf  m 
state  mysteries,  and  the  dnhirerous  intrieuefl  an/i 
cabals  of  courts.  With  heedfiil  precaution  to  •*< 
that  i»  had  not  been  opened,  or  its  locks  tnmreiH 
with,  Ixdcester  applied  a  key  to  the  steel  cask«*t,  ar.u 
drew  from  it,  first,  a  parcel  of  gold  piecess  v^hich  f^' 
put  into  a  silk  purpe;  then  a  parchment  insmUni 
with  planetary  signs,  and  the  linci*  and  calculationr 
used  in  framing  horoscopes,  on  which  he  gazed  jr- 
tenlly  for  a  few  moments ;  and,  lastly,  took  forth  ? 
large  kev,  which,  lifting  aside  the  tapestry,  he  appU*^ 
to  a  little  concealed  door  in  the  orner  ot  the  apar- 
merit,  and,  opening  it,  disclosed  a  stair  constructd 
in  the  thickness  of  the  wall. 

"  Alasco,"  said  the  Earl,  with  a  vowe  rused^  jn 
no  higher  raised  than  to  be  heard  by  the  inhahtan 
of  the  small  turret  to  which  the  stair  conductcd- 
"  Alasco,  I  say,  descend." 

*'  I  coincj  my  lord,"  answered  a  voice  from  abo\r 
The  foot  of  an  aged  man  was  heard,  slowly  descend- 
ing the  narmw  stair,  and  Alasco  entered  the  Eari'« 
apartment.  The  astrolojjer  was  a  little  man.  and 
seemed  much  advanced  in  age,  for  his  beara  ww 
long  and  white,  and  reached  over  his  black  doublet 
down  to  his  silken  girdle.  His  hair  was  of  the  fan* 
venerable  hue.  But  his  eyebrows  were  as  dark  as  tb^ 
keen  and  piercing  black  eyes  which  they  shaded  and 
this  peculiarity  gave  a  wild  and  singular  cast  to  thf 
physiognomy  of  the  old  man.  His  cheek  was  i?t*J 
fresh  and  roddy,  and  the  eyes,  we  have  mentioDtt' 
resembled  those  of  a  rat,  in  acuteness,  and  tvi^ 
fierceness  of  expression.  His  manner  was  not  wi'>- 
out  a  sort  of  dignity ;  and  the  mterpreter  of  the  strT^s 
though  respectful,  seemed  altogether  at  his  ctt«,  an<^ 
even  assumed  a  tone  of  instmction  and  command  u 
converFinj;  with  the  prime  favourite  of  Elizabeth. 

"  Your  prognosticatk)ns  have  failed,  Alasco,"  w^ 
the  Earl,  when  they  had  exchanged  salutations— "He 
IS  recovering." 

"  My  son,"  replied  the  astrologer^  "  let  me  remind 
you,  I  warranted  not  his  death— nor  is  there  any  prof" 
nostication  that  can  be  derived  fix)m  the  heavewy 
bodies,  their  aspects  and  their  conjunctions,  whid» » 
not  liable  to  be  controlled  by  the  wfll  of  Heavcn.- 
Astra  rtgunt  homines^  9td  regit  astra  Detis" 
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•*  Of  what  avail,  then,  is  your  mystery  7"  inquirod 
theEmiL 

"  Of  much,  my  eon."  relied  the  old  man,  "  aince 
it  can  show  the  natural  and  probable  course  of  events, 
idthougifa  that  course  moves  in  subordination  to  a 
Hi^er  Power.  Thus,  in  reviewing  the  horoscope 
inrhich  vour  lordshb  suo^ted  to  my  skill,  you  will  ob- 
serve that  Saturn,  being  in  the  sixth  House  in  opposi- 
tion to  Mars,  retrograde  in  the  House  of  Life,  cannot 
but  denote  long  and  dangerous  sickness,  the  issue 
^Thereof  is  in  the  \^  ill  of  Heaven,  though  death  may 
probably  be  inferred— Yet,  if  I  knew  the  name  of  the 
party,  I  would  erect  another  scheme." 

"  His  name  is  a  secret,"  said  the  Earl ;  "  yet,  I  must 
ovrn.  thv  pro^ostication  hath  not  beetf  unfaithful. 
He  nas  been  sick,  and  dangerously  so,  not  however 
to  death.  But  hast  thou  again  cast  my  horoscope  as 
Vamey  directed  thee^  and  art  thou  prepared  to  say 
-what  the  stars  tell  of  my  present  fortune  7" 

**  My  art  stands  at  your  command,"  said  the  old 
man ;  "  and  here,  my  son.  is  the  map  of  thy  fortunes, 
brilliant  in  aspect  as  ever  oeamcd  from  those  blessed 
signs  wherebv  our  life  is  influenced,  yet  not  un- 
(^eckered  with  fears,  difficulties,  and  dangers." 

**  My  lot  were  more  than  mortal  were  it  otherwise," 
said  the  Earl;  "proceed,  father,  and  believe  3»'ou 
speak  with  one  ready  to  undergo  his  destiny  in  action 
and  in  passion,  as  may  beseem  a  noble  of  England." 

**  Thy  courage  to  do  and  to  suffer,  must  be  wound 
up  yet  a  strain  nigher."  said  the  old  man.  *'  The  stars 
intimate  yet  a  prouder  title,  yet  a  higher  rank.  It 
is  for  thee  to  guess  their  meaning,  not  for  me  to 


name  it. 

"  Name  it,  I  Conjure  yoit~Jiame  it,  I  command  you," 
said  the  Earl,  his  eves  brightening  as  he  spoke. 

"  I  may  not,  and  I  will  not," — replied  the  old  man. 
**  The  ire  of  princes  is  as  the  wrath  of  the  lion.  But 
mark,  and  judge  for  thyself.  Hero  Venus,  ascendant 
in  the  House  of  Life,  and  conjoined  with  Sol,  showers 
down  that  flood  of  silver  light,  blent  with  gold,  which 
promises  power,  wealth,  dignity,  all  that  the  proud 
neart  of  man  desires,  and  in  such  abundance^  that 
never  the  future  Augustus  of  that  old  and  mighty 
Rome  heard  from  his  Haruspices  such  a  tale  of  glory, 
as  from  this  rich  text  my  lore  might  read  to  my  fa- 
vourite son." 

"  Thou  dost  but  jest  with  me,  father,"  said  the  Eiarl, 
astonished  at  the  strain  of  enthusiasm  in  which  the 
astrologer  deUvered  his  prediction. 

**  Is  it  for  him  to  jest  who  hath  his  eye  on  heaven, 
who  hath  his  foot  in  the  grave  7"  returned  the  old 
man,  solemnly. 

The  Earl  made  two  or  three  strides  through  the 
apartment,  with  his  hand  outstretched,  as  one  who 
follows  the  beckoning  signal  of  some  phantom,  wav- 
ing him  on  to  deeds  of  nigh  import.  As  he  turned, 
however,  he  caus^t  the  eye  of  tne  astrologer  fixed  on 
him,  while  an  observing  glance  of  the  most  shrewd 
penetration  shot  from  under  the  penthouse  of  his 
shaggy  dark  eyebrows.  Leicester's  haughty  and  sus- 
picious soul  at  once  caught  fire:  he  darted  towards 
the  old  man  from  the  farther  end  of  the  lofty  apart- 
ment, only  standing  still  when  his  extended  hand 
was  within  a  foot  of  the  astrologer's  body. 

**  Wretch !"  he  said,  "  if  yo\i  dare  to  palter  with  me. 
I  will  have  your  ddn  stripped  from  your  living  flesh  I 
Ck>nfe8s  thou  hast  been  hired  to  deceive  and  to  betray 
me— that  thou  art  a  cheat,  and  I  thy  silly  prey  and 

booty !" 

The  old  man  exhibited  some  symptoms  of  emo- 
tion, but  not  more  than  the  furious  deportment  of 
his  patron  might  have  extorted  from  innocence  it- 
self 

"What  means  this  violence,  my  lord 7"  he  an- 
swered. "  or  in  what  can  I  have  deserved  it  at  your 

handf^  .      ,  ,    u  i_ 

"  Give  me  proof;"  said  the  Earl,  vehemently,  that 
you  have  not  tampered  with  mme  enemies. ; 

"My  lord,"  replfed  the  old  man,  with  dignity,  "you 
can  have  no  better  proof  than  tliat  which  you  your- 
self elected.  In  that  turret  1  have,  roent  the  last 
twenty-four  hours,  under  the  key  which  has  been  m 
your  own  custody.  The  hours  of  dwkness  I  have 
spent  in  gazing  on  the  heavenly  bodies  with  these 


duneyeSf  and  dunng  those  of  light  I  have  toded  this 
aged  bram  to  complete  the  calculation  arising  from 
their  combinations.  Earthly  food  I  have  not  tasted— 
earthly  voice  I  have  not  heard— You  are  yourself 
aware  I  had  no  means  of  doing  so — and  yet  I  tell 
you— I  who  have  been  thus  shut  up  in  solitude  and 
study— that  within  these  twenty-four  hours  your  star 
has  oecome  predominant  in  the  horizon,  and  either 
the  bright  book  of  heaven  speaks  false,  or  there  must 
have  been  a  proportionate  revolution  in  your  fortunes 
upon  earth.  If  nothing  has  happened  within  that 
space  to  secure  your  power,  or  advance  your  favour, 
then  am  I  indeed  a  cheat,  and  the  divine  art,  which 
was  first  devised  in  the  plains  of  Chaldea,  is  a  foiil 
imposture." 

It  is  true,"  said  Leicester,  after  a  moment's  re- 
flection, *  thou  wert  closely  immured— and  it  is  also 
true  that  the  change  has  taken  place  in  my  situation 
which  thou  say'st  the  horoscope  indicates.^' 

"Wherefore -this  distrust,  then,  my  son  7"  said  the 
astologer,  assuming  a  tone  of  admonition ;  "  the  ce- 
lestial mtelligences  brook  not  diffidence,  even  in  their 
favourites." 

"Peace,  father,"  answered  Leicester,  " I  have  erred 
in  doubting  thee.  Not  to  mortal  man,  nor  to  celestial 
intelligence— under  that  which  is  supreme — will  Dud- 
ley's lips  say  more  in  condescension  or  apology. 
Speak  rather  to  the  present  purpose — ^Amia  these 
bnght  promises,  thou  hast  said  there  was  a  threatening 
aspect— Can  thy  skill  tell  whence,  or  by  whose  means, 
such  danger  seems  to  impend  7" 

" Thus  far  only,"  answered  the  astrologer,  "does 
my  art  enable  me  to  answer  your  query.  The  infor- 
tune  is  threatened  by  the  mahgnant  and  adverse  as- 
pect through  means  of  a  youth, — and,  as  I  think,  a 
rival ;  but  whether  in  love  or  m  prince's  favour,  I 
know  not;  nor  can  I  give  farther  indication  re- 
specting him,  save  that  be  comes  from  the  western 
quarter?' 

"  The  western — ha  !"  replied  Leicester,  "  it  is 
enough — the  tempest  does  indeed  brew  in  that  quarter ! 
-Cornwall  and  Devon— Raleigh  and  Tressihan — one 
of  them  is  indicated— I  must  Deware  of  both. — Fa- 
ther, if  I  have  done  thy  skill  injustice,  I  will  make 
thee  a  lordly  recompqifse." 

He  took  a  purse  of '  gold  from  thfe  strong  casket 
which  stood  o^pre  him.  "  Have  thou  double  the 
recompense  which  Vamey  promised. — Be  faithful — 
be  secret— obey  the  directions  thou  shalt  receive  from 
my  master  of  the  horse,  and  grudge  not  a  littl^  se- 
clusion or  restraint  in  my  cause — it  shall  be  nchly 
considered. — Here,  Vamey — conduct  this  venerable 
man  to  thine  own  lodging^tend  him  heedfully  in  all 
things,  but  see  that  he  nolds  communication  with 
no  one." 

Vamey  bowed  and  the  astrologer  kissed  theEari's 
hand  in  token  or  adieu,  and  followed  the  master  of 
the  horse  to  another  apartment,  in  which  were  placed 
wine  and  refreshments  for  his  use. 

The  astrologer  sat  down  to  his  r^ast,  while  Var- 
ncy  shut  two  doors  with  great  precaution,  examined 
the  tapestry,  lest  any  listener  lurked  behind  it ;  and 
then  sitting  down  opposite  to  the  sage,  began  to  ques- 
tion him.  .  ,  ,     . 

"  Saw  you  my  signal  from  the  court  beneath  7" 

"  I  did,"  said  Alasco,  for  by  such  name  he  was  at 
present  called,    "  and  shaped  the  horoscope  accord- 

And  it  passed  upon  the  patron  without  challenge  7'.' 
continued  Vamey.  ,.  ,    , 

"Not  without  challenge,"  replied  the  old  man, 
"  but  it  did  pass ;  and  I  added,  as  before  agreed,  dan- 
ger from  a  discovered  secret,  and  a  western  youth." 

"  My  lord's  fear  will  stand  sponsor  to  the  one,  and 
his  conscience  to  the  other,  of  these  prognostica- 
tions," replied  Vamey.  "  Sure  never  man  chose  to 
run  such  a  race  as  his.  yet  continued  to  retain  those 
ally  scruples !  I  am  fam  to  cheat  him  to  his  own 
profit.  But  touching  your  matters,  sage  interpreter 
of  the  stars,  I  can  tell  you  more  of  your  own  fortune 
than  plan  or  figure  can  show.  You  must  be  gone 
from  hence  forpiwith." 

"  I  will  not,"  said  Alasco,  peevishly,  "I  have  been 
too  much  hurried  up  and  down  of  late—immured  for 
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day  and  night  in  a  desolate  turret-cUamber— 1  must 
anjoy  my  liberty,  and  pursue  my  studies,  which  are 
of  more  import  than  the  fate  of  fifty  statesinen,  and 
favourites,  that  rise  and  burst  like  bubbles  m  the  at- 
mosphere of  a  court."  

"At  your  pleasure,"  said  Vamcy,  with  a  sneer 
which  habit  had  rendered  famihar  to  his.  features, 
and  which  forms  the  principal  charactenstic  that 
painters  have  assigned  to  those  of  Satan—  At  your 
pleasure,"  he  said :  "  you  may  enJov  your  Uberty,  and 
your  studies,  until  the  daggers  of  Sussex's  followers 
are  clashing  within  your  doublet,  and  against  your 
ribs."  The  old  man  turned  pale,  and  Vamey  pro- 
ceeded. "Wot  you  not  he  hath  offered  a  reward 
for  the  areh-quack  and  poison-vender,.  Demetnus, 
who  sold  certain  precious  spices  to  his  lordships 
cook 7— What!  turn  you  pale,  old  friendl  Do«s  Hah 
already  sec  an  infortune  in  the  House  of  Life  7-- 
Why,  hark  thee,  we  will  have  thee  down  to  an  old 
house  of  mine  in  the  country,  where  thou  shalt  live 
with  a  hobnailed  slave,  whom  thy  alchymy  may  con- 
vert into  ducats,  for  to  such  conversion  alone  is  thy 
art  serviceable. 


"Of  a  whole  workshop,  man,"  said  Vamey;  "for 
a  reverend  father  Abbot,  who  was  fain  to  give  place 
to  bluff  King  Hal,  and  some* of  his  courtiers,  a  score 
of  years  since,  had  a  chemist's  complete  apuaratos, 
which  he  wss  obliged  to  leave  behind  him  to  his  suc- 
cessors. Thou  shalt  there  occupy,  and  melt,  and 
puf^  and  blazcu  and  multiply,  until  the  Green  Dragon 
become  a  golden-goose,  or  whatever  the  newer 
phrase  of  the  brotherhood  mav  testify." 

"Thou  art  right,  Master  Vamey,"  said  the  al- 
chymist,  setting  his  teeth  close,  and  grinding  them 
together—"  thou  art  right,  even  m  thy  very  contempt 
of  right  and  reason.  For  what  thou  sayest  in  mockery, 
may  in  sober  verity  chance  to  happen  ere  .we  meet 
again.  U  the  most  venerable  sages  of  ancient  days 
have  spoken  the  truth— if  the  most  learned  of  our 
own  have  rightly  received  it— if  I  have  been  accepted 
wherever  I  travelled,  in  Germany,  in  Poland,  in  Italy, 
and  in  the  farther  Tartary,  as  one  to  whom  nature 
has  unveiled  her  darkest  secrets— if  I  have  acquired 
the  most  secret  signs  and  passwords  of  the  Jewidh 
Cabala,  so  that  the  grayest  beard  in  the  synagogue 


I  serviceaoic.  i  would  brush  tlie  steps  to  make  them  clean  for  me— 

"It  is  false,  thou  foul-mouthed railer,"  said  Alasco,  t  if  all  this  is  so,  and  if  there  remains  but  one  step- 


riiaking  with  hnpotent  anger;  "it  is  well  known 
that  I  nave  approached  more  nearly  to  projection 
than  any  hermetic  artist  who  now  lives.  There  are 
not  six  chemists  in  the  world  who  possess  so  near 

an  approxunation  to  the  grand  arcanum" 

"Come,  come,"  said  vamey,  interrupting  him, 
"  what  means  this,  in  the  name  of  Heaven  7  Do  we 
not  know  one  another  7  I  believe  thee  to  be  so  per- 
fect—so very  perfect,  in  the  mystery  of  cheating,  that, 
having  imposed  upon  all  mankind,  thou  hast  at 
length,  in  some  measure,  imposed  upon  thyself;  and 
without  ceasing  to  dupe  others,  hast  become  a  spe- 
cies of  dupe  to  thine  own  imagination.  Bhish  not 
for  it,  man— thou  art  learned,  and  shalt  have  classical 
cotnibrt : 

'  N«  qaiaqoam  iUaoem  pofut  rapenre  oUi  Ajtx.* 

No  one  but  thyself  could  have  gulled  thee— and  thou 
hast  gulled  the  whole  brotherhood  of  the  Rosy  Cross 
beBtde— none  so  deep  in  the  mystery  as  thou.  But 
hark  thee  in  thine  ear;  had  the  seasoning  which 
spiced  Sussex's  broth  wrought  more  surely,  I  would 
have  thought  better  of  the  chemical  science  thou 
dost  boast  so  highly." 

"Thou  art  a  hardened  villain^  Varnev,"  replied 
Alasco ;  "  many  will  do  those  things,  who  dare  not 
speak  of  them."  . 

"  And  many  speak  of  them  who  dare  not  do  them," 
answered  Varncy;  but  be  not  wroth— I  will  not 
quarrel  with  thee— If  I  did,  I  were  fain,  to  live  on 
^Ks  for  a  month,  that  I  might  feed  without  fear. 
1^  me  at  once,  now  came  thine  art  to  fail  thee  at 
this  great  emergency  7" 

"  The  Earl  or  Sussex's  horoscope  intimates,"  re- 
plied the  astrologer,  "  that  the  sign  of  the  ascendant 
being  in  combustion" 

"  Away  with  your  gibberish,"  replied  Vamey ; 
think'st  tnou  it  is  the  patron  tliou  spealc'st  with  7" 

"  I  crave  your  nardon,"  replied  the  old  man,  "  and 
swear  to  you  I  Know  out  one  medicine  that  could 
have  saved  the  Earl's  life :  and  as  no  man  living  in 
England  knows  that  antidote  save  myself,— more- 
over, as  the  insTcdientis  one  of  them  in  particular, 
arc  scarce  possible  to  be  come  by,  I  must  needs  sup- 
pose his  escape  was  owing  to  such  a  constitution  of 
lungs  and  vital  parts,  as  was  never  before  bound  up 
in  a  body  of  clay." 

"  There  was  some  talk  of  a  quack  who  waited  on 
him,"  said  Vamcy,  after  a  moment's  reflection. 
"Are  you  sure  there  is  no  one  in  England  who  has 
this  secret  of  thine  7" 

"  One  man  there  was,"  said  the  doctor,  "  once  my 
servant,  who  might  have  stolen  this  of  me,  with  one 
or  two  other  secrets  of  art.  But  content  you,  Master 
Vamey,  it  is  no  part  of  my  policy  to  suffer  such  inter- 
lopers to  interfere  in  my  trade.  He  pries  into  no 
mysteries  more,  I  warrant  you ;  for.  as  I  well  believe, 
he  hath  been  wafted  to  heaven,  on  the  wing  of  a  fiery 
dragon— Peace  be  with  him !— But  in  this  retreat  of 
mine,  shall  I  have  the  use  of  mine  elaboratory  7" 


one  little  step— bct>\axt  my  long,  deep,  and  dark,  and 
subterranean  progress,  and  that  blaze,  of  light  which 
shall  show  Nature  watching  her  richest  and  her 
most  glorious  productions  in  the  very  cradle — one 
step  betwixt  depcndance  and  the  power  of  sove- 
reignty— one  step  bet%^ixt  poverty  and  such  a  sum  of 
wcaltn  as  earth,  without  that  noble  aecret,  cannot 
minister  from  all  her  mines  in  the  old  or  the  new- 
found world— if  this  be  all  so,  is  it  not  reasonable  that 
to  this  I  dedicate  my  fntflre  lifc^  secure,  for  a  brief 
period  of  studious  patience,  to  nse  above  the  mean 
dependance  upon  favourites,  and  ihcir  favourites;,  by 
wnich  I  am  now  enthralled  7" 

"  Now,  bravo !  bravo !  my  good  father,"  said  Var- 
ney,  with  the  usual  sardonic  expression  of  ridtcuie 
on  his  countenance ;  "  yet  all  this  approximauon  to 
the  philosopher's  stone  wringeth  not  one  single  crown 
out  of  my  Lord  Leicester's  pouch,  and  far  less  out  of 
Richard  Varocy's—  Wc  must  have  earthly  and  sub- 
stantial services,  man,  and  care  not  whom  else  thou 
canst  delude. with  thv  philosophical  charlatanry." 

"  My  son  Vamey,"  said  the  alchymisL,  "  the  un- 
belief, gathered  round  thee,  like  a  fro8t>fog.  hath 
dimmed  thine  acute  perception  to  that  which  ia  a 
stumbling-block  to  the  vnae^  and  which  yet,  to  him 
who  seeketh  knowledge  with  humihty,  extends  a 
lesson  so  clear,  that  he  who  runs  may  read.  Hath 
not  Art,  think'st  thou,  the  means  of  completing  Na- 
ture's iuipcrfcct  concoctions  in  her  attempts  to  form 
the  precious  metals,  even  as  by  art  we  can  perfect 
those  other  operations,  of  incubation,  distillation, 
fermentation,  and  similar  processes  of  an  ordinary 
description,  by  which  we  extract  life  itself  out  of  a 
senseless  egg,  summon  purity  and  vitahiy  out  of 
muddy  dregs,  or  call  into  vivacity  the  inert  substance 
of  a  siuggisn  liquid  7" 

"  1  have  heard  all  this  before,"  said  Vamey,  "  and 
my  heart  is  proof  against  such  cant  ever  since  I  sent 
twenty  good  gold  pieces,  (marry,  it  was  in  the  non- 
aire  oi  my  wit,)  to  advance  the  grand  mag^terium, 
all  which,  God  help  the  while^  vanished  injvmo. 
Since  that  moment,  when  1  paid  for  my  fi^eedoni,  I 
defy  chemistry,  astrology,  paunistrVf  and  every  otiiNer 
occult  art,  were  it  as  secret  as  hell  itself,  to  unloose 
the  stricture  of  my  purse-strings.  Marry,  I  neither 
defy  the  manna  of  Saint  Nicholas,  nor  can  I  dispense 
with  it.  Thy  first  task  must  be  to  prepare  some 
when  thou  gct'st  down  to  my  little  sequestered  re- 
treat yonder,  and  then  make  as  much  gold  as  thou 
wilt." 

"  I  will  make  no  more  of  that  dose,"  said  the 
alchymist.  resolutely. 

"Then."  said  the  master  of  the  horse,  "thou 
shalt  be  hanged  for  what  thou  hast  made  already, 
and  so  were  the  great  secret  for  ever  lost  to  man- 
kind.—Do  not  humanity. this  iiriustice,  good  father, 
but  e'en  bend  to  thy  destiny,  and  make  us  an  ounce 
or  two  of  this  same  stuffj  which  cannot  prejudice 
above  one  or  two  individuals,  in  order  to  ^in  life- 
time to  discover  the  universal  medicine^  which  shall 
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clear  awir  ill  mortal  ili»8a»o»  at  onoe.    Bdi  cfaHs-   thy  nwdicina—Da  aou^  (ill  1  mraelf  c 
ap,  thou  sravit  liani«l,  and  most  meilancholy  jack-    — Uichael  Lamboume  shall  guide  you  to  1 
ana^eat    Haal  thou  not  told  me,  thai  a  roodaraw    your  dasiinetion."' 
pornoD  ti  thy  dras  hath  mild  effects,  no  ways  ulii-       When  Varaey  beaid   the  adept's  dooi 

__._!_  J .^  .L.  1 t 1....  -.I...I.    caiefuily  bolted  within,  he  atepped  towa 

wilh  KmilarprecBudon  caietiilty  locked  it 
sdc,  and  took  the  key  from  the  lock,  m 
hunael^  "Worse  than  Hue,  thou  poisonini 
ver  and  wiich-monnr,  who,  if  thou  art  n( 
en  alavo  to  the  deril,  it  ia  only  because  I 
such  an  apprentice  I  I  am  a  monel  mai 
by  mortal  meana  the  gradgcaiioD  of  tn] 
and  adTancnneni  of  my  proapecia— Thoii 
aal  a[  hell  itaelf. — So  ho,  Lamboume!"  h 
another  door,  and  Hicnael  made  his  t 
with  a  flushed  cheek  and  bd  unateadir  slci 
"Thou  art  dnink,  thou  villain  t"  said 
him. 

"  Doubtleaa,  noble  air,"  relied  the  una) 

of  the  day,  and  to  ip"  nnhlp  l.nrA  nf  Ijm 


_. , keep  0  bird  from  flyiiiRout  of  a 

can  wer«  the  dour  left  open  1" 

I  have  aaid  so,  and  it  nmie,"  said  (he  alchymiat ; 
"  thia  aAect  irill  it  produce  and  the  bird  who  putakes 
of  il  JD  aoch  proportion,  ahall  sit  for  s  seaeon  drooji- 
inil  on  her  patch,  without  thinking  etlher  of  (be  free 
bltu  Ay,  or  of  the  fiur  imeamad,  though  (ba  one  be 
bBfated  by  the  raya  of  the  ruing  aun,  and  the  other 
rmgioK  wilh  Iho  newly  awakened  aong  of  all  the 
(sBtbsnd  inliabilaDta  of  the  fbinl." 

"And  this  withODt  danger  to  litel"  aaid  Vamey, 
aomewhat  annansly. 

"Ay,  so  that  protxirtion  and  measure  be  not  ex- 
ceeded  ;  and  so  thai  one  who  knows  the  nature  of 
the  manna  be  ever  near  to  ntch  the  symplonu,  and 
•uccour  incaae  of  need." 

"  lliau  shall  regulale  the  whole,  said  Vsmey, 
"  iby  reward  ahalTbe  princely,  if  thou  keep'st  time 
and  touch,  and  eiceedeat  not  Ihe  due  proportion,  to 


the  preju 

"The  pTBJudic 


ilth— oiherwiee  thy  purish- 
:  of  Act  health  1"  repeated  Alaoco ; 


"no,  thoufool,"  replied  Vam^l  "nidi  not  it  was  a 
bird— a  reolainKd  linnel,  whose  pipe  might  soothe  a 
hawk  when  in  mid  alaopl — I  eee  thine  eye  qiarklo, 
and  I  know  ihy  beard  is  not  altogether  so  while  as  art 
has  made  il—OtaJ,  at  leasl,  Ihou  hast  been  able  to 
transmute  to  silrof.  Bui  mark  me,  Ihia  is  no  mate 
for  thee.  This  caged  bird  is  dear  to  one  who  brooks 
no  nvairy,  and  far  less  such  rivalry  as  ibinc.  and  her 
health  must  over  all  thinse  be  rated  for.  But  she  is 
in  the  case  of  being  commanded  down  to  yonder 
Keoilworth  revele;  imJ  ii  ia  most  eipedioni— mo»( 
needful— most  ueceseaiy,  that  she  fly  not  (hi[her. 
W  these  nacesaities  and  their  causes,  it  is  not  need- 
(tal  that  she  should  know  aught,  and  il  ia  to  be 
thought  thai  her  own  w   '  ■      ■  ■ 

all  ordinar;  reasons  whi< 
maining  a  nousekeeper." 

"  Tbit  is  but  naniral,"  said  (he  a!chymis(,  wilh  a 
strange  smile,  which  yet  bore  a  greater  reference  to 
the  human  character,  than  the  nninierestad  and  ab- 
■tnu^ted  oaie  which  his  physiognomy  had  hitherto 
expresaedi  where  all  seemed  lo  rc^  to  some  ^orld 
d'lStanl  from  ihat  which  was  existing  around  him. 

"Il  is  so"  answered  Vamey;  '^ii  undersiand 
women  well,  Ihough  it  msy  have  been  long  since 
you  were  conversant  amongsi  them. — Well,  then, 
ahe  ia  noi  to  be  contradictai— yet  ehe  is  noi  to  be 
hiiiFiniimri.  ITnderstiuid  me—a  slishl  dlnees,  eufii- 
vsy  the  desire  of  removing  from 
ike  such  of  vour  wise  fralemitv  as 

BDd  remunerated 


e  urged  for  her  r 


thence,  and  to 
msy  be  called 
at  home,  ~" 


word,  be  ealeemed  good  service 
„  „  mch.'' 
be  aaked  to  affect  the  House  of  Life  7' 

"  On  the  contrarr,  we  will  have  thee  hanged  if 
thou doet,"  rtjiliod  vamey. 

"And  I  must,"  added  Alasco,  have  opportnmly 
to  do  my  Iiim,  and  all  facilities  for  concealnient  or 
eacapfc  ahouZd  there  be  detection  T* 

"All,  all,  and  every  thing,  ihou  InGdel  in  all  but 
the  impoBSttiililiea  of  alchymy— Why,  man,  for  what 
dost  thou  take  jne  1" 

~  The  old  man  rose,  and  taking  a  light,  walked  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  apartment,  where  was  a  door 
thai  led  lo  the  small  sleeping  room  clestmed  for  hw 
raception  during  the  night,— At  the  door  he  tumed 
round,  and  alo^y  rejieated  Vamey's  quel 
■nsweredit.  "For  what  do  I  laka  the 
Vamoyl— Why,  for  a  worse  devil 
myaelf.  But  I  am  m  yourtoils,  and  t  must 
till  mv  term  be  ouL"  ^      ,, 

"Well,  well,"  answered  Vamey,  baanly, 
ling  wilh  gray  lia^it.    It  may  be  we  ahall 


he  horse.— Drunk  1 1 
would  refiise  to  ewi 


cen  healths  on  such  an  evemng,  i 

ind  a  puckfoist,  and  shall  awalloi. 

r^laik  ye,  scoundrel,"  said  Vamey,  "1 
the  inatont— I  command  thee.  I  know 
ihrow  off  thy  drunken  folly,  like  a  foo 
jleBsure;andif  not,  il  were  the  worse  foi 
droored  his  head,^left  the 


s  great  a  diflere 


*  from  his 

.._  in  h«d  been  changed. 

rt  ibon  sober  now,  and  doat  thou  Ci 
id  Vamey,  alernly. 


EENTLWORTH. 


with  [ha  remrand  muiof  Mt,  who  akqiB  rond""! 
th«  Utile  Tiulicd  chiunber.  Here  a  the  ker,  that 
thou  niBTiit  call  him  betimes.  Take  aootber  (niBly 
Idlow  with  you.  U«b  him  well  an  the  journey,  but 
Icl  bim  not  GAcape  you-— piotol  him  if  be  attempt  jt, 

to  Poster,    1*11?  doctor  is  to  occupy  the  lower  npart- 

ute  the  old  clsbomlory  and  iia  implemeniB— He  is  lo 
have  no  acceu  to  the  lady  but  eueh  as  I  shall  point 
out— only  she  may  be  amused  to  see  bia  philosophi- 
cal jugglery.  Thou  will  await  at  Cumnor-Plsce  my 
fanner  orden ;  and  aa  thou  livesl,  beware  of  the  ale- 
bench  and  the  aiiUBTitn  flaak.  Each  breath  drawti 
ID  Cumnor-Place  mun  bo  kept  aevered  lh>m  com- 

"  Enough,  my  lord— I  mean  my  worahipful  maaier 
— soon.  I  tmit,  to  bo  my  worahipful  knlrfilly  master. 
Tou  have  given  me  my  lesaon,  and  my  lioenae ;— 1 
will  execute  the  one,  and  not  abuae  the  other.  I  will 
be  in  the  aaddle  by  daybteak." 

"  Do  so,  and  deserve  fiivour. — Stay— ere  thou  goeat 
611  me  a  cup  of  wine— not  out  of  Ihal  flaak.  Bimih," 
— as  Lambourne  was  pouring  out  bom  that  which 
Alasco  had  leR  half  fiuiabed,    "fetch  me  a  freah 


cined  atacnie^ 

Lamboume  lin- 
opened  flask. 
id.  as  he  paused 


iialilyofacup. 

aelr.    But  whc 
1  with  him  lik< 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

nunl  AndlidlnndulbTidi.indliicliriiiTi, 
FtlHi^'  Ipmh»''^»',  dOinr  than  lilu  to  ■  mu  or  Uiii 
ipHk  of  Africa,  vid  (qlltenjoTB-  BtvjI7-,  Pam 
Turn  public  room  of  the  Black  Bear  at  Cumnor,  to 
'hich  the  acene  of  our  story  now  retuma,  boasted, 
n  the  evening  which  we  treat  of,  no  ordinary  as- 
■"Tblnce  of  gueaiB.  There  hod  been  a  fnir  in  ilie 
ibbourhood,  ond  tile  


i  with,  sa  friends 
id  already  formed 


with  some  of  The  other  parttna, 
has  already  been  made  ncquair 
and  customers  of  Giles  Gosling, 

their  wonted  ciacle  around  Ih^  c\^ -  ,„„ „, 

talking  over  the  news  of  the  day. 

A  lively,  huailmg,  arch  fellow,  whose  pack  and 
oaken  cll-icand,  siuddod  duly  with  brass  pomia,  de- 
noted him  ,to  beof  Autolycua's  profeasion.  occupied 
a  good  deal  of  the  attention,  and  fumiahed  miirh  of 
Jheamusementoflheevwiine,    The  pedlers  of  those 

CTJmpDrtanee   Ihsn  _the  _degcneraie  and  degr^'ed 


hawkera  of  our  modem  times.  . 
these  penpaletic  vondera  thai  it 
the  finer  manufacluros  uaed  in  U 
larly,  waa  almost  enlii  ' 
chaat  of  this  descriptio.,  •,„.^ 
veliing  with  a  pack-horse,  he 


?i'5l!i'"^^i'' 


lUntial 
Tte.pediwtfwl 


Ld  unrebuked  ahare  in  (he 


i|ieBk  bore,  acoprdiiiBlri 


ely,  his  broad  lauf^  wHh  mine  hoirt,  and  hia  Jen 
in  daahing  Maater  Goldihred,  who,  thou^  indeod 
tviLhout  any  aucb  bemwoleiil  intention  on  hia  own 
part,  wat  iha  nneral  bull  of  the  netiiiig.  lliepedler 
and  he  w«a  ctoaely  engaged  in  a  dispnle  npon  ibe 
irefetence  dns  to  lbs  Spanish  nelber^tock  OTSt  tbs 
'  '  ~  '  le  hose,  and  mine  boat  had  nut  wink- 
ita  aroimd  him,  as  who  abould  aay, 


ed  lo  the  anesta  around  bun,  as  wh 

"  You  will  have  mirth  preaendy.  m;  m 

the  iramplina  of  hotscs  waa  heard  in  ihe  a 
and  the  hoitTer  was  loudly  eummoned,  wkl 


r2?j 


ftom  their  nosu  in  ordec  to  colleci  aome  acatlered 
cntmba  of  ihe  mirth  which  was  flyinK  ■bmlt  amoDg 
the  cusloman.  Out  into  the  yaid  sallied  nuDS  faoai 
■Intalioii  to  tus  Dsw  KMStt : 

^ ,  -fbeiing  into  the  apanmeni 

iiiB  own  worthy  neohsw,  Michael  Lambounte,  prettr 
tolerably  drunk,  and  haviiw  under  lua  eacon  the  astro- 
loger.   AlaHm,  though  Biill  a  little  old  man,  bad,  ^ 


a  riding-dni 


... — iR-dns^    I 

._  .   .brow^and  ao  forth,  atru 

wore  of  yean  from  hia  apparent  ag^  and  nudii  now 
»em  an  active  mun  of  aijiy.  or  I.lSe  upw^i^  He 
ippenrod  at  present  eiceedingly  aniioua,  and  had  in- 
■Bted  much  with  Lomboume  that  they  ahonU  not 
tnler  Ihe  iim,  but  go  airaight  forward  to  the  place  of 
heir  deatjaaiion.  Bui  Lambourae  would  not  be  con- 
rolled.  "  By  Cancer  and  Capricwn,"  he  Toeilentad, 
'and  ihe  whole  heavenly  boat— besidea  all  the  atara 
hat  these  bleased  eyes  of  mine  have  seen'  q>arkle  in 
he  southern  heavens,  to  which  these  northern  bUnk- 
m  are  but  farthing  candles,  I  will  be  unkindly  for  no 
rae'a  humout^I  will  stay  and  aalutc  my  worthy 
incls  here.— Chesu  1  that  good  blood  should  ever  be 
foTROtlen  belwiit  friends!— A  gallon  of  your  beat, 
uncle,  and  let  it  go  round  to  the  health  of^  Ihe  noble 
collogue  lo- 


of  o 


tid  of\in 
iiBuo  snoi  lo  an  inia  good  liquor  7 
This  is  a  question  which  has  qui 
toper,  but  it  inoved  not  the  purpo 

jfucing  a  handful  of  miiod'gold 
question  Meiico  and  Peru— qut 
Bichequer— God  save  her  Majeaiy 


"Wi[hsllmyhesrl,kin» 
obviously  wished  -  -  ■- 


"Why,unci(i"  saidLamS 


I  host,  "  it  is  my  busi- 
I  can  buy  il— So,  Jack 
But  I  would  I  knew 
■   It,  Hike." 

ell  thee  a 


I'hy.unck"  

l-posi  see-  Ibis  Hide  old  fc... 

and  withered  a  chip  aa  ever  Ihe  deril  put  into  hia 
pomdi;e~and  vel,  uncle,  between  you  and  me— he 
huthPolOBiinthatbramofhiB— 'SbloodI  he  can  coin 
ducats  faster  than  1  can  vent  oaths." 
.1.  '  i^'u- 5"^!  n°"«.,'''"  !^  poinsSB  in  my  purae, 
though,  Michael,  said  muie  host;  "I  know  what 
belojiga  lo  falsifyuig  the  Queen's 


'"TTiou 


fying  the  Queen's  coin." 
. .  -n  ass,  uncle,  for  aa  old  aa  thou  an- 
il by  the  Wirls,  doctor,  inou  an  a 


pull  n ,   ....  ™„^ „  „,„„  .„  .„  „ 

ihyaelf  lo  bool—ao,  bong  both  asses,  I  tell  ye  I  voks 
but  nielaphoncaliy." 

'  Are  you  mad  7"  said  the  old  man ,"  is  the  devil  in 
you  7— can  you  not  lelua  begone  without  drawing  all 

"Saysi  ihoul"  aald  Lamboumaj  "Thou  art  de- 
ceived now— no  man  ehall  aee  you  an  I  give  the 
word.— By  Heavene,  msslers,  an  any  one  dare  lo  look 
on  this  old  gantleman,  I  will  slash  the  eyes  out  of  his 
head  with  my  poniard  I— So  ail  down,  old  ftieod,  and 


, 3t  bfltLei  withdraw , 

meol,  uqihewl"  nid  Qilea  Ooelms; 
■trau^  matter,"  he  added,  "  and  iht 
geacezB  eYBrywhero." 

"1  care  not  far  them,"  said  the 
chad — "inteUigeocers?  pshawl— I  aerve  the  uobje 
Eul  of  Leicester— Here  comes  ihe  wiae~(^  round, 
Haaler  Skinkec,  aciirauH  la  the  health  of  [he  Oawer 
'  "     'nod,  the  noble  Earl  of  LeiCBSI|rl    1  aay,  ibe 


il  of  Leicealerl  He  1 

ii  a  Bwine  of  Siuocs.  and  I'll 
plaiKB,^tCJ    '      "      ■  '  ■    ' 


J)  Ihe 

noke  them  for 


NoDe  di^mled  a  pledge  eiTezi  under  such  formida- 
ble jpenaloea;  andMichaelLambounic,  whoeednink- 


;nt  on  in  the  Hme  wild  wajr,  renewmB  hb 

— . X  with  such  of  the  guams  as  he  hadfor- 

merly  known,  and  eiperiencuix  a  reception  in  which 
there  was  now  aonMlhing  of  delereoca,  mingled  with 
a  good  deal  of  leari  lor  ihe  least  servitor  of  the  fa- 
Tourilo  Earl,  eqwaally  mich  a  man  as  Lambaumo, 
wasi  for  very  Hiffioent  reasons,  an  abject  both  of  the 
one  and  of  ilie  other. 

In  the  meankhile,  the  old  man,  Becing  his  gijdo  in 
this  uncontroltable  humour,  ceased  to  remanstrale 
with  him,  and  aitiios  down  in  ibe  most  obscure  cor- 
ner of  the  room,  cofled  for  a  gmali  measure  of  sack, 
over  which  he  seemed,  as  it  were,  1o  slnmbet,  wiih- 
drawing  himself  as  much  as  possible  from  gcnenii 
observalion,  and  doing  nothing  which  could  recall  hb 
existence  lo  Ihe  recollection  of  hia  fellow-tmveller, 
who  by  this  dme  had  KOt  into  close  intimacy  with  his 
■HFJmi  comrade,  Gold  thred  of  Abingdon. 

tr  believe  me,  bulljr  Mike,"  said  the  mercer, 


IS  glad  It  „„ „_ 

- money!— Why,  ihou  cansl give  a  friend 

a  sly  place  at  a  maak  or  revel  now,  Mike;  ay,  or  I 
warrant  ihee,  thou  canat  say  in  my  lord's  ear,  when 
mv  honourable  lord  is  down  in  these  pa^I^  and  wanu 

There  is  mine  old  fr^nd.'^un™  L^re^  <S)ldih^ 
of  Abmcdon,  has  as  good  wares,  lawn,  UlTany,  cam- 
bric, andaolonh— ay,  andiaasprelty  a  piece  of  man's 
lleah,  too,  OS  Is  in  Berkshire,  and  will  ruffle  it  for  your 
lordship  with  any  man  of  his  inches;  Dndihoumay'st 


in  say  ahundredd—d  lies  besides,  m 


sweredLamboui  — .  ., 
a  good  word  lor  a  friend  . 
^Hereislothe^  Mike,  with  all 

mercer :  "  and  ihira  c "  " 

'  ^'    istoo-Hf 


»  fas'hioi 


.  my  heart,"  aaid  Ihe 
le  me  reality  of  the 

—    TOEue  pedlar  bul  new, 

:ryingup  iha  old-fashioned  Spnniab  netbar-slock 
over  the  Gascoignc  hose,  slthough  then  seesl  how 
well  the  French  hose  set  olf  theleg  and  knee,  bang 
adorned  with  parti- coloured  gartera  and  garniture  in 

"  Eleven  t.aicBllent,"  replied  Lambotime;  "why, 
thy  limber  bit  of  a  thien,  tfanist  Ihrough  that  bunch 
of  slashed  buckram  and  tiiTany,  shows  like  a  haiisR- 
wifc'a  distaff  when  the  flai  is  half  spun  off!" 

"  SniH  I  nnl  «n  ?"  «---■  ->- -^'- >--'' 


ia  this  pedlar  1" 

"  Where  wiss  msn  should  be,  Haaler  Goldthred." 
replied  Giles  Gosling;  "even  shut  up  in  bis  private 
chamber,  telling  over  the  sales  of  to-day,  and  prepa- 
rinsfor  Ihe  cuatom  of  to-morrow." 

'^ang  htmTk  mechsniol  chuffi"  said  the  mercer; 
"hut  for  shams,  it  were  a  good  deed  lo  ease  him  of 
hia  wares,— a  set  of  peddline  knavea,  who  siroll 
through  the  land,  and  hurt  the  estsbhsheil  irsder. 


"  sud  the  mercer,  whose  shallow 


e  land,  anifh 
pod  follows  in 


There  are  good  Mows  in  Berkshirs  ysl 
your  pedlar  may  be  met  wilhal  on  Haid 

"  Ay  "  ntplied  mine  host, 
meets  him  may  meet  his  m 


ch— Ihe  peiUar  ia  a  laH 
'ay,  by  cock  and  pte  la 


"Hans  him,  foul  scroyle,  let  him  pesa,"  a 
lercer;  'if  he  bo  such  a  one,  there  were  sma 
lip  to  be  won  upon  him.— And  now  tell  mo, 
y  hpneat  Mike,  how  wears  Ihe  Hollands  you 

^;_Whyj  well,  as 


■'  Why,  well,  as  you  may  see,  Master  Goldthred," 
answered  MAei  I  will  bestow  a  pol  on  thee  for  Ihe 
handsel.— Fill  the  flagon.  Master  Tapster." 

"Thou  wilt  winoomoreHotlanda,IIhinkonsuch 
wager,  fiiend  Mike,"  said  the  Mercer  j  "for  the  sulky 
awain,  Tony  Poster,  rails  at  thee  all  lo  nought,  and 
swears  you  shall  ne'er  darken  his  doors  a^in,  for 
that  your  oaths  are  enough  to  blow  the  roof  off  a 
Christian  man's  dwelling!^ 

"Doih  hesay  BO,  themincina,  hypocritical  miser?" 
vociferated  Lamboume;—"  Why,  then,  he  shall  come 
down  ond  receive  my  commands  here,  this  bleased 
nighl,  under  my  uncle's  roof  I  And  I  will  ring  him 
such  a  black  aenctus,  that  he  ahall  diink  the  devil 
haih  him  by  the  skirts  for  a  month  to  come,  for  hardy 

"Nay.  natvthepolllc-pol 

nj-ARl"  HHirl  Ihf  iHHTntr.  "T 


:  upward  from 
lai  IS  on  them,  Ihat  I  mak' 
I  this  public  house,  befor< 

"Inilllay  nobet  lo  that  an 
imething  sobered  by  on  ofier 
Ki  private  a  knowfedg 


IS  shop,  "  I  will  lay  no  such 
will  stoke  five  angels  against 
It  Tony  Poster  wS[  not  leave 
•j>  alehouse  after  prayer  time. 

Sere,  uncle,  hold 
ileed-barrela  there 


ve,  if  thou  w 

for  thee,  or  any  m 

"Conlenl  "  sait- 

itakes,  and  let  one  of  your  young  bleed-oj 
-one  of  your  infant  tapaiera,  trip  presenlly  up  to  ■ino 
'lace,  and  give  this  letter  lo  Master  Poster,  and  sar 
hat  I,  hie  ingle,  Michael  Lamboiime,  pray  to  ^>eak 


Shortly  after  this  messenger  was  despatched — an 
itervsl  which  wbs  ment  in  drinking  and  bufToonerv 
-he  relumed  with  the  answer,  that  Master  Foslo' 
ma  coming  presenllf. 

"Won,  won  !"  aaid  Lambourne,  darling  on   the 

"Not  till  he  comes,  if  yon  please,"  said  Ihe  mercer, 


ger,  "  he  looked  out  of  window,  with  a  musnuetoon 
m  his  hand,  and  when  I  delivered  your  errand,  which 
I  did  with  fear  and  trembling,  be  sail,  with  a  viiwar 
aspect,  ihat  your  worship  might  be  gone  to  the  mnr- 
nal  ivgions. 

"  Or  la  hell,  I  soppose,"  said  Lambourne — "  it  is 
there  be  disposes  of  all  that  are  not  of  the  congrega- 

" Even  BO," said  Ihe  boy:  "I  used  die  other phns* 
as  being  the  more  poetical. 

"An  ingenious  youth,"  aakl  Michael;  Mialt  have  a 
dropto  wet  thy  poetical  whistle— And  what  said  Pos- 


"  And  what  next  ?"  said  Lambouine. 
"He  read  the  leller,  and  seemed  in  a  fhtsler,  and 
asked  if  your  worship  waa  in  diink— and  I  sa^  ym 
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nra«  ■poking  >  lillle  Sponiib,  m  one  irfto  liad  baen 
in  IheCansriM."  ,    ,     , 

"Oul,  ye  iiinunutivepint-po(,whelpsd  of  Ml  over- 
grown reckoning  I"  replied  Lambourna—  Om  1— Bill 
wh«t  Baidheihfiir' 

"Why."  aaid  the  boy,  he  motteml,  th*t  u  he 
cune  not,  your  worahip  would  boll  oul  wh«t  wert 
better  kepi  in ;  and  ■□  ha  took  hia  old  flit  cap,  and 
threBd  bare  blue  cloak,  and,  aa  I  aaid  before,  he  will  bt 
bare  inooniinent." 
"There is inilhm  what  he Baid,"r«pliedLamhounie, 
'  *1B  to  himaelf— "My  brain  haaplayedrni 
I  irick— but  cBjrraffo— lei  him  approach 
>l  rolled  about  in  the  woiid  (or  many  i 
r  Tony  Poaier,  be  1  drank  or  eober.— 
flagon  of  cold  water,  to  chiialen  my  aack 


as  if  nt«kiDi 
itaolddog'a 


"  It  i*  enough,"  aaid  Wajlaiid,  aaaominit  an  air  of 

reaolution— "I  will  Ihwan  that  old  villuns  projecta 
—my  afftiflht  at  hia  baleAil  aspect  bef^ni  to  abate, 
and  my  hacrod  to  ariae.  Help  me  on  «nth  my  pack, 
sood  mine  boat— And  look  to  thyeeli;  old  AlbnmaieT 
'"""eia  a  malixnanl  influence  in  thy  horoacopc,  and 

So  •ayins,  be  aaaumed  hia  buiden,  and,  jcuided  by 
the  landlotd  through  the  poatem-gaie  of  Uie  Bla^ 
"        took  the  moat  private  way  ffom  thence  up  to 
UK  Plactt. 


IB  of  hi 


lach  or  Foster 
htm,  Oilea 


lion,  waa  busied  in  preparing  to  receive  hmi.  Odea 
Oosling  stole  up  to  the  apartment  of  the  pedler, 
whom  he  ibund  Iraverains  Ibe  room  in  much  agi- 


ny,"  said  the  Isndloi 

"^It  was  time,  when  the  devu  Decame  one  amonf 
you/'  replied  the  pedler. 

"It  ia  not  courlaoua  in  you  to  tenn  my  n^hew  bj 
iDchaname,"  aaid  Ooeiin^,  "notieil  kindly  in  meK 
reply  toil;  and  yet,  in  some  aort.  Hike  may  bo  con 
■draad  aa  a  limb  of  Satan." 

"Pooh— 1  talk  not  of  the  awaRgeriag  rafllan,' 
replied  the  pedler,  "it  ia  of  the  other,  who,  fO' 
aught  I  know— But  when  go  they  7   or  wberefon 

plied  (l^OBI.  "Bui  look  v( 
me  a  token  from  worthy  Ha 
SddT  '   '"  "  ""    "" 


worthy  do 
and  it  01  t 


■treetiilian— a 
iR  and  looked 
,-, ....  r—Je  aRain,  thai  i.  .._ 
any  ihini;  he  could  do  for  the 
'aa,  he  aaid,  in  ihe  public  line. 

ly  said,  ihal  he  could 

the  lady  lived  atill  at  Curonor 


e  had 


but  jetting 
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•iTI^ic 


nhiaai 


to  obey  Ihe  Earl's  repeated  charges 


hear 'nolhingi  bii 

Place,  in  Ihe  cloaeal  . . 

chance  had  a  view  of  her,  aeemed  penaii 
tcotoi  with  har  solitude.  "  Bui  here,' 
you  are  deeiroua  to  gmliQnrour  maatei 
chance  that  hath  occurred  lor  ihia  man 
Dv  Poater  ia  coming  down  hither,  and  it  _  _ 

Mike  Lambourna  amell  another  wirte-flaak, 

Queen's  command  would  nol  move  him  from  the  alE- 
beni^  So  they  are  EmI  fcr  an  hour  or  so— Now,  if 
jn>u  will  don  your  pack,  which  will  be  your  beat  ex- 
cuse, you  may,  perchwice,  win  the  ear  of  the  old  i — 
rant,  baing  assiued  of  the  maater'i  abeence,  to 
yoD  try  to  gel  some  cuatom  of  the  lady,  i 
may  Iqun  more  of  her  condition  than  I 
can  tell  you." 

"  True— very  true,"  atiaweted  Wajrland,  (or  he  it 
waa ;  "  an  excellent  device,  but  methinka  aomething 
dangerouB — for,  aay  E^ter  abould  relorn  7" 

"Very  posBble  indeed,"  replied  ihe  host. 

"Or  aay,"  contimied  Waylend,  "the  lady  should 
render  me  cold  than  ka  for  my  eiertkins  1" 

"Asianottmlikely,"  replied  OileaOoaling.  "I  mar- 
vel. Master  Tressilian  will  lake  anch  heed  of  her  thai 

)l  (or  him." 

jtber  CBS   ' 

"and  ibeiefore 

"  Nay,  bnt  lake  me  with  you.  good  master  serving- 
lan,"  replied  mine  host,  "  this  is  your  master's  busi- 
Bsa  and  not  mine;  you  best  know  the  risk  to  be  eir 
Ninlered,  or  how  nir  you  are  willing  lo  brave  it.  But 
lal  which  you  will  not  yourself  hazard,  you  cannst 
[peet  others  to  riak." 

I'Hold,  hold,"  eaid  Wayland 


of  secrecy,  aa  well  as  from  hia 

miserly  bsbiti,  Anthony  Foaler  waa  morr  dasrons. 
'     his  mode  erf'  housekeepmKio  escape  obsetvatioti. 

numerous  honeehold,  to  secure  his  chsrgp,  andd^rnd 
his  bouse,  he  ttudted,  aa  rrrach  ss  possible,  to  elude 
notice,  by  duninishing  hie  itlendanta ;  ao  that  unless 
when  iherc  were  foUowera  of  Ihe  Earl,  ororVamer, 

crones,  who  aasisted  in  kai^nng  the  Countess's  apart- 
ments in  order,  were  ihe  only  servanis  of  the  familr. 
It  waa  one  of  ibeea  old  women  who  opened  Ihe 
door  when  Wayland  knocked,  and  answered  hia 
petition,  to  be  admilied  to  exhibit  his  n^rea  lo  Ihe 
ladies  of  iho  family,  with  a  volley  of  vituperation, 
couched  in  what  is  there  called  Ihe  jotering  dialect. 
The  pedler  found  ihe  means  of  checkmH  Ihia  vociftis- 
tion,  by  alipping  a  ailver  gmsl  into  bcr  hand,  and 
intimaUDB  the  pivaent  of  some  srufi  tor  a  coif,  ilF  the 

'^God"ield  t^e^.  for  i^e  is  awin  liliocks-Slock« 
with  thy  iJBck  inio  ghsm,  mon — Her  walks  in 
gham."  Inio  the  ganlen  she  ushend  ibe  pedler 
Bccordinjtlj,  and  pomting  to  an  old  niinoua  garden- 
house,  said,  "Yonder  he's  her,  mon, — yonder  he's 
'  iges  an  ibe  ioikes  siuffi." 
•""IB  off  as  I  may,"  thowfal 
hag  shut  (be  garden-door 


Ih^  shallnot  beat  me,  and  th*T 

— ..le^  for  BO  litde  iremsss,  and  br 

this  fain wilighi.    Harw  it  I  will  on— a  brave  general 


jvilighi.    !._.. 

!t  thought  of  hia  n 


"  SDrely,  I  think  so,"  ssid  the  la 
rani  aaid  he  waa  to  lake  tbor  bi 
Ihe  alo-tap  has  been  aa  potent  t 
apigol  hsB  been  for  Michael." 


".their 


my  friend  in  need  !    . p.... 

lycuB."    He  then  aung,  with  n  good  voire,  and  be 
coming  Budataty,  the  popxijar  playhouse  ditty,— 


"What  halh  fortune  sent  us  here  lor  an  unwonted 
nebt.  Jaiiet?"  said  the  lady. 

One  of  those  merchanta  of  ranily,  etdled  pedkra," 
answered  Janet,  demurely,  "who  niter*  his  liEht 
wares  in  lighter  measures— I  marvel  old  Dorctulel 

"II  ia  a  lucky  chance,  girl,"  aaid  the  Connteaai 
"we  lead  a  heavy  life  hert^  and  thii  may  wbite  off  a 
weary  hour." 

"Ay,    my  gracious  lady,"   aaid  Janet ;   "bm  my 


Connleasj— "or  stay,  thou  terrified  fool,  I  will  bid 
him  mysel(  and  spare  thee  s  chiding." 

"Aht  well-a-day,  dearest  lady,  if  that  were  the 
worst."  isid  Janet,  sadly,  while  the  lady  called  lo 
Ihe  pedler,  "  nood  fellow,  step  fbrwatd— ondo  thy 
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pack— if  thou  hast  good  wareau  chance  has  sent  thee 
hither  for  my  convenience,  ana  thy  profit" 

**  What  may  your  ladyship  please  to  lack  7"  said 
Wayland,  unstraping  hu  pack,  and  displaying  its 
contents  with  as  much  dexterity  as  if  he  had  been 
bred  to  the  trade.  Inde^  he  had  occasionally  pur- 
sued it  in  the  course  of  his  roving  life,  and  now  com- 
mended his  wares  with  all  the  volubility  of  a  trader, 
and  allowed  some  skill  in  the  main  art  of  placing 
prices  upon  them. 

"  What  do  I  please  to  lack  T'  said  th^lady,  "  why, 
considering  I  have  not  for  mx  long  months  bought 
one  yard  of  lawn  or  cambric,  or  one  trinket,  the  most 
inconsiderable,  for  my  own  use,  and  at  my  own 
choice,  the  better  quetftion  is,  what  hast  thou  got  to 
sell  7  Lay  aside  tar  me  that  cambric  part  let  and 
pair  of  sleeves— and  those  roundells  of  gold  fringe, 
drawn  out  with  Cyprus— and  that  short  cloak  of 
cherry-coloured  fine  cloth,  garnished  with  gold  but- 
tons and  loops.— Is  it  not  of  an  absolute  fancy, 
Janet  r 

**  Nay,  my  lady,"  replied  Janet,  "  if  you  consult 
my  poor  Judment,  it  is,  methinks,  over  gaudy  for 

Now,  out  upon  thy  judgment,  if  it  be  no  brighter, 
wendu"  said  the  Countess:  "diou  shalt  wear  it 
thyself  for  penance  sake ;  and  I  promise  thee  the  gold 
buttons,  being  somewhat  massive,  will  comfort  thy 
fiithcr,  and  reconcile  him  to  the  cherry-coloured 
body.  See  that  he  snap  them  not  away,  Janet,  and 
send  them  to  bear  company  with  the  imprisoned 
angels  iidiich  he  keeps  captive  in  his  strong-box." 

Mav  I  pray  your  ladyship  to  spare  my  poor 
father !"  said  Janet 

**  Nay,  but  why  should  any  one  spare  him  that  is 
so  sparing  of  his  own  nature  ?"  replied  the  lady.— 
"WelL  but  to  our  gear— That  head  garniture  for 
myselt  and  that  silver  bodkin,  mounted  with  pearl  ;— 
and  takeoff  two  gowns  of  that  russet  cloth  K>r  Dor- 
cas and  Alison,  Janet,  to  keep  the  old  wretches  warm 
against  winter  comes — And  stay,  hast  thou  no  per- 
fumes and  sweet  bags,  or  any  handsome  casting 
bottles  of  the  newest  mode  1" 

"  Were  I  a  pedler  in  earnest,  I  were  a  made  mer- 
chant," thought  Wayland,  as  he  busied  himself  to 
answer  the  demands  which  she  thronged  one  on 
another,  with  the  eagerness  of  a  young  lady  who  has 
been  long  secluded  tcom  such  a  pleasmg  occupation. 
"  But  how  to  bring  her  to  a  moment  s  serious  re- 
flection ?"  Then  as  he  exhibited  his  choicest  collec- 
tion of  essences  and  perfumes,  he  at  once  arrested 
her  attention  by  observing,  that  these  articles  had 
almost  risen  to  double  value,  since  the  magnificent 
preparations  made  by  the  Eat\  of  Leicester  to  enter- 
tain the  Queen  and  court  at  his  princely  Castle  of 
Kenil  worth. 

"  Ha !"  said  the  Countess,  hastily ;  *'  that  rumour 
then  is  true,  Janet." 

"Surely,  madam,"  answered  Wayland:  "»"?  I 
marvel  it  hath  not  reached  your  noble  ladyships 
ears.  The  Queen  of  England  feasts  with  the  noble 
Earl  for  a  week  during  the  Summer's  Progress ;  and 
there  are  many  who  will  tell  you  England  will  have 
a  king,  and  England's  Elizabeth — God  save  her!— 
a  husband,  ere  the  Progress  be  over." 

''Thev  he  like  villains!"  said  the  Countess,  burst- 
mg  forth  impatiently. 

"  For  Oca's  sake,  madam,  consider,"  said  Janet, 
trembUng  with  apprehension;  "who  would  cumber 
themselves  about  pedler's  tidings?" 

"Yes,  Janet!"  exclaimed  thie  Countess;  "right, 
thou  hast  corrected  me  justly.  Such  reports,  blight- 
ing the  reputation  of  England's  brightest  and  no- 
blest peer,  can  only  find  currency  amongst  the  mean, 
the  abject  and  the  infamous !"  ,        . . 

"May  I  perish,  lady,"  said  Wayland  Smith,  ob- 
serving that  her  violence  directed,  itself  towards  him, 
"if  I  have  done  any  thing  to  merit  this  strange  pas- 
sion !— I  have  said  out  what  many  men  say." 

By  this  time  the  Countess  had  recovered  her  com- 
posure, and  endeavoured,  alarmed  by  the  anxious 
hints  of  Janet,  to  suppress  all  appearance  of  dis- 
pleasure, "I  were  loath,"  she  said,  "good  fellow, 
that  our  Queen  should  change  the  virgin  style,  so 


dear  to  us  her  people— think  not  of  it."  And  then, 
as  if  desirous  to  change  the  subject,  she  odded,  "And 
what  is  this  paste,  so  carefully  put  up  in  the  sdver 
boxl"  as  she  examined  the  contents  of  a  casket  in 
which  drugs  and  perfiimes  were  contained  in  sepa- 
rate drawers. 

"  It  is  a  remedy,  madam,  for  a  disorder  of  which  I 
trust  your  ladyship  will  never  have  reason  to  com- 

{>lain.  The  amount  of  a  small  turkey-bean,  swaK 
owed  daily  for  a  week,  fortifies  die  heart  against  those 
black  vapours  which  arise  from  solituda  melancholy, 
unrequited  aflection,  disappointed  h<»e'' 

"  Are  you  a  fool^  friend  t  said  the  Countess,  sharp- 
ly; "or  do  you  think,  because  I  have  good-naturednr 
purchased  your  trumpery  goods  at  your  roguish 
prices,  that  you  may  put  any  guUery  you  wiU  on 
me  1— who  ever  heard  that  aiiections  of  the  heart 
were  cured  by  medicines  given  to  the  bodv?" 

"  Under  your  honourable  favour,"  said  Wayland, 
"  I  am  an  honest  man,  and  I  have  sold  my  goods  at 
an  honest  nrice— As  to  this  most  precious  medicine, 
when  I  told  its  ouaUties,  I  asked  you  not  to  purchase 
it,  so  why  should  I  lie  to  you?  I  say  not  it  will  cure 
8  rooted  afiection  of  the  mind,  which  only  God  and 
time  can  do ;  bu\  I  say.  that  this  restorative  relieves 
the  black  vapours  whicti  are  «igendered  in  the  body 
of  that  melancholy  which  broodeth  on  the  mind.  I 
have  relieved  maiiy  with  it  both  in  court  and  city, 
and  of  late  one  Master  Edmtmd  Tressilian,  a  wor- 
shipful gentleman  m  Cornwall,  who,  on  some  slijdit 
received,  it  was  told  me,  where  he  had  set  his  affec- 
tions, was  brought  into  that  state  of  melancholy 
which  made  his  friends  alarmed  for  his  life." 

He  paused,  and  the  lady  remained  silent  for  some 
time,  and  then  asked,  with  a  voice  which  ^e  strove 
in  vain  to  render  firm  and  indifierait  in  its  tone,  "  Is 
the  gentleman  you  have  mentioned  perfectly  reco- 
vered?" 

"Passably,  madam,"  answered  Wayland;  "he  hath 
at  least  no  bodily  coinplaint" 

"I  will  take  someof^the  medicine,  Janet,"  said  the 
Countess.  "  I  too  have  sometimes  that  dark  melan- 
choly which  overclouds  the  brain." 

"You  shall  not  do  so,  madam,"  said  Janet ;  "  who 
shall  answer  that  this  fibllow  vends  what  is  whole- 
some?" 

"I  will  myself  warrant  my  good  faith,"  said  Way 
land ;  and,  taking  a  part  of  the  medicine,  he  swallow- 
ed it  before  them.  The  Countess  now  bought  what 
remained,  a  step  to  which  Janet,  by  farther  objec- 
tions, only  determined  her  the  more  obstinately.  She 
even  took  the  first  dose  upon  the  instant,  and  profess- 
ed to  feel  her  heart  lightened  and  her  spirits  augment- 
ed,—a  consequence  which,  in  allprobabilitv,  existed 
only  in  her  own  imagination.  The  lady  then  piled 
the  purchases  she  had  made  together,  flung  her  purse 
to  Janet  and  desired  her  to  compute  the  amount,  and 
to  pay  the  pedler ;  while  she  herself,  as  if  tired  of  the 
amusement  she  at  first  found  in  conversing  with  him, 
wished  him  good  evening,  and  walked  carelessly  into 
the  house,  thus  deriving  Wayland  of  every  opportu- 
tunity  to  speak  with  her  in  private.  ,He  hastened, 
however,  to  attempt  an  explanation  with  Janet. 

"Maiden,"  he  said,  "  thou  hast  the  face  of  one  who 
should  love  her  mistress.  She  hath  much  need  of 
faithful  service." 

"  And  well  deserves  it  at  my  hands,"  repUed  Janet; 
"  but  what  of  that  ?" 

"  Maiden.  I  am  not  altogether  what  I  seem,"  said 
the  pedler,  lowering  his  voice. 

"The  less  Uke  to  oe  an  honest  man,"  said  Janet 

"Tlie  more  so,"  answered  Wayland,  "since  I  am 
no  pedl^." 

*^Get  thee  gone  then  instantly,  or  I  will  call  for 
assistance,"  said  Janet;  "my  father  must  ere  this  be 
returned."  ,  .  .,.  , 

"  Do  not  be  so  rash,"  said  Wayland ;  "  you  will  do 
what  you  may  repent  of.  I  am  one  of  your  mistress's 
friends ;  and  she  hath  need  of  more,  not  that  thou 
i^ouldst  ruin  those  she  hath." 

"  How  shall  I  know  that?"  said  Janet 

"Look  me  in  thefac&"  said  Wayland  Smith,  "and 
see  if  thou  dost  not  read  honesty  in  my  looks.'' 

"And  in  truth,  though  by  no  means  handaome. 


there  was  ill  h 
pieBBioa  of  inv 
wbieb,  joined  to 


ed  honeah 
ed  to  reid 
Ihou  hMI 
Ihjcountf 


il  lo  features  which  arc  both  honielj'  ntid 
lanet  1imJ({^  at  him  with  the  aly  Nmplieity 
■nil  rfplted,  "  Not  with  Blsnilinft  ihy  boasi- 
frienil^  una  olthough  t  am  nol  accustom- 
and  paea  juJKment  on        '"  ""'       ""  "" 
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1  will  MX  [hia  choice  piece  of  lieaut/  lliil  lb«r  have 
walled  up  here  for  thetrprivtitepleaeum— I  wiU  have 
her  this  very  night  to  aerve  my  wine-cup,  and  put  on 
my  niflhtc^p.  what  ahould  a  fellow  do  with  im 
wive(^_were  he  Iweniy  limei  on  E:arn— anewer  me 
that,  Tony,  boy,  you  old  rrorobale  hypocritical  doe. 
whom  God  atmcV  out  of  the  book  of  hfe,  tnii  tor- 
mented with  the  constant  wiah  lo  be  resiored  to  il— 
^'ou  old  biehop-bunung,  blasphemaui  fanatic,  anawo 


laughinn- 


lie,  per)■ap^"  naidWoyland  Smith, 

___„ „.       ihis  eireninti  or  to-morrow,  will  an 

old  man  conio  hither  «-ith  thy  father,  who  hna  the 
Btealihyatepof  the  cat,  thcahrewd  and  vindictive  eye 
of  the  lat,  the  fowninR  ^^'ile  of  the  apaniel,  the  deter- 
min.,1  snotch  of  the  mastiff— of  him  beware,  for  your 
r  misireaa.    See  you,  fair 

.-  o  of  the  a»pic  utider  the 

:  o(  the  dove.    What  prcciee  mia- 


deaih  and 

Say  nought  of  ll 


ave  ever  doRfced  his  footatepa. — 

— r,...  -. .0  thy  niiatreBB— my  art  suggests 

le  thai  in  her  atnte,  the  fcni  of  evil  mov  be  an  dan- 
KciDUB  as  its  opcralion— But  see  that  she  lake  my 
■pecific,"  for— (he  lowered  his  vmce,  and  apohe  low 
but  impresnvelyinher  ear)— "it  is  an  aniiiloteagainet 
poison— Haik,  they  enter  tbemrden  I" 

In  eflecl,  a  sound  of  niusy  minh  and  loud  talking 
approadied  ihe  garden  door,  alamird  bv  which  Way- 
land  Smith  q>nmK  into  the  midst  of  a  thicket  of  ovcr- 
KTown  shrubs,  while  Janet  withdrew  to  the  garden- 
HousB  that  she  might  nol  incur  observation,  and  that 
ahe  might  at  Ihe  some  lime  conceal,  at  least  for  the 
present,  the  purchases  made  from  the  aupposed  pedlcr, 
which  lay  aeallercd  on  the  floor  of  the  BUmmer-noii 


"vV«< 


hndnoi 


nfiirai 


.    Her 


father,  his  old  atlendant.  Lord  Leii'esler'B  domcstii 
and  the  astroloRcr,  entered  the  ^rdcn  ui  tumult  ana 
in  extreme  perjilcxily,  endeavouring  Co  quiet  Lam- 
boume,  whose  brain  had  now  become  completely  Ered 
with  liquor,  and  who  was  one  of  those  unfortunate 
peraonsL  who  being  once  stirred  with  the  vinous  ali- 
mulus,  do  not  fall  aslrep  like  other  drunkards,  but  re- 
main partially  influenced  by  it  for  many  hours,  until 
It  length,  by  euccccsire  draughts,  they  arc  elevated 
-'  .,..11.1.1. Z Likemai 


told  all  that  at  another 

de^rous  to  keep  secret. 

"IVhat!"  ejaculated 


ontrollflble  Qenzy-  Like  many  - 

mi  readincas,  i 

he  wouhi  have  been  m 


aet,  at  the  full  ej 


when  I  have  brought  fortune  to  vournid  tuinoiis  dog- 
house in  the  shape  of  a  devil's  ally,  that  can  change 
■late-shivers  into  S[)Bnish  dollars  1— Here,  you  Tony 
Hre-the-Fagot,  papist,  purilan,h)'pocrife,  miser,  pro- 
fligate, devil,  compounded  of  all  men's  ans,  bow  down 
uid  raverence  him  who  has  brought  into  thy  bouse 
the  very  mammon  thou  worshippcsi '." 

"For  God's aoko,"  said  Poster,  " speak  low— come 
into  the  house — thou  ahalt  have  wine,  or  whatever 

"  No,  old  puckfoiat,  I  wQI  have  il  here,"  thundered 
ihemcbnatrd  ruffian— "here,  oi/reito,  as  the  Italian 
hath  It.— No,  no,  I  will  t>ot  drink  with  that  poisoninjt 
devil  within  doors,  to  be  choked  with  the  fumte  of 
aiBenic  uid  quicksilver ;  I  leemed  from  villaiti  Var- 
n^  lo  beware  of  ihal." 

"Fetch  him  wino,  in  the  name  of  all  the  Sends!" 
■aid  the  alchymiat. 

"Aha!  and  ihoii  wouldat  spice  it  for  me,  old  True- 
penny, wDuldst  ihou  not?  Ay,  I  should  have  cop- 
peraa,  and  hellebore,  and  vitnol,  and  aquafortis,  and 
twenty  devilish  materials,  hu)ibling  m  my  brain-pan. 
hke  a  charm  to  raise  the  de>-il  in  a  witches  cauldron. 
Hand  me  Ihe  flask  thyself,  old  Tony  F^rG-tbe-FaBoi 
-rSJid  lei  il  be  cool— I  will  have  no  wine  mullFdal 
the  pile  nf  the  old  bum!  bishopB— Or  stay,  lei  Leces- 
IBTbekinaifhewill— good— and  Vamey,  villain  Var- 
psTi  pand  tiiiiar— why,  eicelleni !— and  what  shall  I 
be,  Ibcol- why,  emperor-Euiptror  Lambournel- 


k  my  knifs  t< 
ve  of  ^ea 


the  haft  in  him,"  aaid 

IpsmhlBl  wilh  pasBOIL 

ilencEl"  aaid  Ihe 

pledge  me  to  the 

Leicealer  and  Hasla 


„^..       jut  be  looked  closdy 

Here,  honest  LBmboume,  wilt  thou  pledge  me  to  the 
hcaUh  of  ilie  noble  Earl  of  Leicester  and  Hasla 
Rich  Bid  Vemeyl" 

"IwilLmineoldAlbumBiar-Iwill,  my  trusty  vend- 
er of  rmisbane— I  would  kiss  ihes,  mine  hoiMatinfnc- 
iororiheLciJuliB.(aathcyBaidatLeyilen,)didstthoii 
nol  flavour  so  damnably  of  sulphur,  and  audi  fiend- 
ish ■pothrcaw's  stnfT- Here  goes  it,  up  aeye*— to 
Vamey  and  Leicealer !— two  more  noble  mounting 
spirits— and  more  dstk-Bceking,  deei>-diTiniL  high- 
flying, malicious,  Kmbitiou^  mwcreaniB— wdv  1  say 
no  more,  hut  I  will  whet  my  da^er  on  his  bean- 
Bpone,  that  refuses. to  pledge  mel    And  so,  my  mas- 


noiirished  also  a  piideinhis  own  art  and  resources  j 
and,  dangerous  as  the  task  was,  he  that  night  formni 
a  delcrminalion  to  attain  the  bottom  of  the  niyalery, 
and  lo  aid  the  distressed  lady,  if  it  were  >et  possible. 
From  some  words  which  Lamboume  had  dropped 
among  his  ravinas,  Waytand  now,  for  the  flrel  tintc 
f^t  inclined  to  doubt  that  Varney  had  acted  entirely 
on  his  own  account  in  wooing  and  wiiming  the  aflbc- 
liotiB  of  Ihis  bsBuliful  creature.  Fame  afferled  of  this 
xcbIoiie  retainer,  thai  he  had  accommodatHl  Ids  lord 
in  former  love  intrigues;  and  it  occurred  lo  Wsylaad 
Smith,  llial  Ldcester  himself  might  be  ihe  party 
chiefly  interested.    Her  marriaee  with  the  Earl  bt 

—  " TlKpeef.  but  even  the  discovery  of  nich  s 

;_..  ..j.i.  .  i-j..  -r  ».; .  g^ 


intrigue  wilh  a  lady  of  '. 

.-aK  was  a  secret  of  the  _..,.... 

itheslabilityofllielkvourJbi'Epqweroi 


lady  of  Miatrces'A 

, rJweroverFliiabeih 

If  Leicester  himself  should  hesitate  to  stifle  mrh  i 
■umour  by  very  BtiBngB  means,"  said  he  lo  hiniseU 
he  has  those  about  him  who  would  do  him  thai  (a- 
loui  without  waiting  for  his  consent.  If  I  would  med- 
such  gui»c  Bi 


die  in  this  busini 
Ind  ihi 


hen  he  c< 


.ndThS' 


Id  like  to  see  this  little  i 


;:.''a 
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Giles  Goalms  received  the  adieus  of  Wavland  rather 
joyfully  than  otherwise.  The  honest  publican  saw  so 
much  peril  in  crossing  the  course  of  the  Earl  of  Lei- 
cester's favourite,  that  his  virtue  was  scarce  able  to 
support  him  in  the  usk,  and  he  was  well  pleased 
when  it  was  likely  to  be  removed  from  his  shoulders; 
still,  however,  professing  his  good- will,  and  readiness, 
in  case  of  need,  to  do  Master  Tressihan  or  his  emis- 
sary any  service,  in  so  far  as  consisted  with  his  cha- 
racter of  a  pubUcan. 


n 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

Vaaltingambitioa,  that  o'«rl«apf  itaelf. 

And  (kill  oo  t'other  aide.  Maebtlk. 

The  splendour  of  the  approaching  revels  at  Kenil- 
worth  was  now  the  conversation  through  all  Eng- 
land ;  and  every  thing  was  collected  at  home,  or  from 
abroad,  which  could  add  to  the  gayetyor  glory  of  the 
prepared  reception  of  Elizabetou  at  the  house  of  her 
most  distinguished  favourite.  Meantime,  Leicester 
appeared  dauv  to  advance  in  the  Queen's  favour.  He 
was  perpetually  by  her  side  in  council,  willingly  listen- 
ed to  in  the  moments  of  courtly  recreation— mvoured 
with  aporoaches  even  to  famihar  intimacy — looked  up 
to  by  aO  who  had  aught  to  hope  at  court— courted  by 
foreign  ministers  with  the  most  flattering  testimonies 
of  respect  from  their  sovereigns— the  Alter  Ena,  as  it 
seemed,  of  the  stately  Elizabeth,  who  was  now  very 
l^enerally  supposed  to  be  studying  the  time  and  oppor- 
tunity for  associating  him,  by  marriage,  into  her  so- 
▼ereign  power. 

Amid  such  a  tide  of  prosperity,  this  minion  of  for- 
tune, and  of  the  Queen's  favour,  was  nrobably  the 
inoflt  unhappy  man  in  the  realm  whicn  seemed  at 
his  devotion.  He  had  the  Fairy  King's  superiority 
over  his  friends  aiid  dependants,  and  saw  much  whicn 
they  could  not.  The  character  of  his  mistress  was 
intimately  known  to  him;  it  was  his  minute  and  stu- 
died acquaintance  with  her  humours,  as  well  as  her 
noble  fiacultiea  which,  joined  to  his  powerful  mental 
qualities,  and  his  eminent  external  accomplishments, 
bad  raised  him  so  high  in  her  favour:  and  it  was  that 
very  knowledge  of  her  disposition  which  led  him  to 
apprehend  at  every  turn  some  sudden  and  overwhelm- 
ma  disgrace.  Leicester  was  like  a  pilot  possessed 
ox  a  chart,  which  points  out  to  him  all  the  peculiari- 
tiea  of  his  navigation,  but  which  exhibits  so  many 
shoals,  breakers,  and  reefo  of  rocks,  that  his  anxious 
eye  reaps  little  more  from  observing  them,  than  to  be 
convinced  that  his  final  escape  can  De  little  ebe  than 
miraculous. 

In  fact.  Queen  Elizabeth  had  a  character  strange- 
Iv  compounded  of  the  strongest  masculine  sense,  with 
those  foibles  which  are  chiefiY  supposed  proper  to  the  fe- 
male sex.  Her  subjects  had  the  full  benefit  of  her  vir- 
tues, which  far  predominated  over  her  weaknesses ;  but 
her  courtiers,  and  those  about  her  person,  had  often  to 
sostain  sudden  and  embarrassing  turns  of  caonce,  and 
the  sallies  of  a  temper  which  was  both  jealous  and 
despotic.  She  was  the  nursing- mother  of  her  people, 
but  she  was,  also,  the  true  daughter  of  Henry  VIII. ; 
and  though  early  sufferings  and  an  excellent  educa" 
tion  had  repressed  and  modified,  they  had  not  alto- 
gethCT  destroyed,  the  hereditary  temper  of  that  "  hard- 
ruled  King."—"  Her  mind,"  says  her  witty  god-son, 
Sir  John  Harrington,  who  had  experienced  both  the 
smiles  and  the  frowns  which  hedescribcs,  "was  oAtime 
like  the  gentle  air,  that  cometh  from  the  western 
point  in  a  summei^  morn— 'twas  sweet  and  refreshing 
to  all  around  her.  Her  speech  did  wm  nil  afTections. 
And  again,  she  could  put  forth  such  alterations, 
when  obedience  was  lacking,  as  left  no  doubting  whose 
daughter  s1h»  was.  When  she  smiled,  it  was  a  pure 
sunshine,  that  every  one  did  choose  to  bask  in,  if  they 
could :  but  anoncame  a  storm,  from  a  sudden  gather- 
ing or  clouds,  and  the  thunder  fell,  in  a  Mrondrous 
manno',  on  all  alike."* 

This  variability  of  disposition,  as  Leicester  well 
knew,  was  chiefly  forraiciable  to  those  who  had  a 
share  in  the  Queen's  affections,  and  who  depended 
rather  on  her  personal  regard,  than  on  the  indispen- 
sable services  which  they  could  render  to  her  coim- 
*  Ifvc*  Aatktm,  vol.  I.  pp.  865,  MS  -sss- 
iA 


alsajid  her  crown.  The  favour  of  BurleirfL  or  of 
Walsmgham,  of  a  description  fkriess  strikmg  than 
that  by  which  he  was  himself  upheld,  was  founded, 
as  Leicester  was  well  aware,  on  Elizabeth's  solid 
ludgment,  not  on  her  partiality;  and  was,  therefore, 
free  from  all  those  principles  of  diange  and  decay,  ne- 
cessarily incklent  to  that  which  chiefly  arose  from 
personal  accomplishments  and  fiDmale  predilection. 
Th^  great  and  sage  statesmen  were  judged  of  by 
the  Queen,  only  with  reference  to  the  measures  they 
Mig^ested,  and  the  reasons  by  which  they  supported 
theu- opimons  in  council;  whereas  the  success  of  Lei- 
cester's course  depended  on  all  those  light  and  change- 
able gales  of  caprice  and  humour,  which  thwart  or 
favour  the  progress  of  a  lover  in  the  favour  of  his  mis- 
tress, and  she,  too,  a  mistress  who  was  ever  and  anon 
becommg,  fearful  lest  she  should  forget  the  dignity,  or 
compromise  the  authority,  of  the  Queen,  while  she 
indulgeil  the  afTections  of  the  woman.  Of  the  diffi- 
culues  which  surrounded  his  power,  *'  too  great  to 
keep  or  to  resign^"  Leicester  was  fully  sensible;  and, 
as  he  looked  anxiously  round  for  the  means  of  main- 
taimng  himself  in  his  precarious  situation,  and  some- 
Umes  contemplated  those  of  dcscendmg  from  it  in 
safety,  he  saw  but  little  hope  of  either.  At  such 
moments,  Itis  thoughts  tinned  to  dwell  upon  his 
secret  marriage,  and  its  consequences ;  and  it  was 
in  bitterness  against  himself,  it  not  against  his  un- 
fortimate  Countess,  that  he  ascribed  to  that  hasty 
measure,  adopted  m  the  ardour  of  what  he  now 
called  inconsiderate  passion,  at  once  the  impossibihty 
of  placing  his  power  on  a  sohd  basis,  and  the  imme* 
diate  nrospect  of  its  precipitate  downfall. 

"  Men  say,"  thus  ran  his  thoughts,  in  these  anxious 
and  repentant  moments,  "  that  I  might  marry  Eli> 
zabeth,  and  become  King  of  England.  All  thinn 
suggest  this.  The  match  is  carolled  in  ballads,  whue 
the  rabble  throw  their  c^s  up — It  has  been  touched 
upon  in  the  schools— whirred  in  the  presence- 
chamber— recommended  from  the  pulpit— prayed  for 
in  the  Calvinistic  churclKS  abroad— touched  on  by 
statists  in  the  very  coimdl  at  home— These  bold 


insinuations  have  been  rebutted  by  no  rebuke,  no  re- 
sentment^ no  chiding,  scarce  even  by  the  usual  female 
protestation  that  sne  would  Uve  and  die  a  virgin 
princess.— Her  words  have  been  more  courteous  than 
ever,  though  she  knows  such  rumours  are  abroad— 
her  actions  more  gracious— her  looks  more  kind — 
nought  seems  wanting  to  make  me  King  of  England, 
and  place  me  beyond  the  storms  of  court  -favour, 
excepting  the  putting  forth  of  mine  own  hand  to 
take  that  crown  imperial,  which  is  the  glory  of  the 
universe !  And  when  I  might  stretch  that  hand  out 
most  boldly,  it  is  fettered  down  by  a  secret  and  inez* 
tricable  bond ! — And  here  I  have  letters  from  Amy," 
he  would  say,  catching  them  up  with  a  movement  of 
peevishness,  **  persecuting;  me  to  acknowledge  her 
openly— to  do  justice  to  ner  and  to  myself— and  I 
wot  not  what.  Methinks  I  have  done  less  than 
justice  to  myself  already.  And  she  speaks  as  if  Eli- 
zabeth were  to  receive  the  knowledge  of  this  matter 
with  the  glee  of  a  mother  hearing  of  the  happy  mar- 
riage of  a  hopeful  son !— She^  the  daughter  of  Henry, 
who  spared  neither  man  in  his  nnger.  nor  woman  in 
his  desire,- she  to  find  herself  tricked,  drawn  on 
with  toys  of  passion,  to  the  verge  of  acknowledging 
her  love  to  a  subject,  and  he  discovered  to  be  a  mar- 
ried man !— Elizabeth  to  learn  that  she  had  be«i 
dallied  with  in  such  fashion,  as  a  gay  courtier  might 
trifle  with  a  country  wench — We  should  then  see  to 
our  ruin  furcna  quid  /atmina .'" 

He  would  then  pause,  and  call  for  Vamey,  whose 
advice  was  now  more  frequently  resorted  to  than 
ever,  because  the  Earl  remembered  the  remonstran- 
ces which  he  had  made  against  his  secret  contract. 
And  their  consultation  usually  terminated  in  anxioua 
deliberation,  how,  or  in  what  manner,  the  Countess 
was  to  be  produced  at  Kenilworth.  These  commu- 
nings had  for  some  time  ever  ended  in  a  resolution  to 
delay  the  Progress  from  day  to  day.  But  at  length  a 
peremptory  decision  became  necessary. 

"Elizabeth  will  not  bo  satisfied  without  her  pre- 
sence," said  the  Earl ;  "  whether  any  suspicion  hatlL 
entersd  her  mind,  as  my  own  apprehensions  snggesv 
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or  whether  the  petiuon  of  Treasfliaii  ia  k^t  in  her 
memory  by  Sussex,  or  some  other  secret  enemy,  I 
know  not;  but  amongst  all  the  favourable  expres- 
sions which  she  uses  to  me,  she  often  recurs  to  the 
story  of  Amy  Robsart.  I  think  that  Amy  is  the  slave 
in  the  chariot,  who  is  placed  there  by  my  evil  fortune 
to  dash  and  to  confound  my  triumph,  even  when  at 
the  highest.  Show  me  thy  device,  Vamey,  for  solving 
the  inextricable  difficulty.  I  have  thrown  every  such 
impediment  in  the  way  of  these  accursed  revels  as  I 
could  propound  even  with  a  shade  of  decency,  but 
lo-daj's  interview  has  put  all  to  a  hazard.  She  said  to 
me  kindly  but  peremptorily,  'We  will  erve  you  no  far- 
ther lime  for  preparations,  my  lord,  lest  you  should 
altogether  ruin  yourself.  On  Saturday,  the  9th  of 
July,  we  will  be  with  you  at  Kenilworth— We  pray 
you  to  forget  none  of  our  appointed  guests  and  suit- 
ors, and  in  especial  this  lignt-o-love.  Amy  Robsart. 
We  would  wish  to  see  the  woman  who  could-  post- 
pone yonder  poetical  gentleman.  Master  Tressilian,  to 
your  man,  Richard  Vamey.*— Now,  Vamey,  jply  thme 
mvention,  whose  foree  hath  availed  us  so  often :  for 
sure  as  my  name  is  Dudley,  the  danger  menaced  by 
my  horoscope  is  now  darkening  around  me." 

Can  my  lady  be  by  no  means  persuaded  to  bear 
for  a  brief  space  the  obscure  character  which  circum- 
stances impose  on  her  7"  said  Vamey,  after  some  hesi- 
tation. 

*'  How,  sirrah  !  my  countess  term  heneifthy  wife! 
^that  may  neither  stand  with  my  honour  nor  with 
hers." 

"  Alas !  my  lord,"  answered  Vamey,  "  and  vet  such 
is  the  quality  in  which  Elizabeth  now  holds  her; 
and  to  contradict  this  opmion  is  to  discover  all." 

"Think  of  something  else,  Varney,"  said  the  Earl, 
in  great  agitation ;  "  tnis  invention  is  naught— If  I 
could  ^ve  way  to  it,  she  woidd  not ;  for  I  tell  thee, 
Vamey,  if  thou  know'st;it  not,  that  not  Elizabeth  on 
the  throne  has  more  pride  than  the  daughter  of  this 
obsciu-e  gentleman  of  Devap.  She  is  flexible  in  ma- 
ny thin^  but  where  she  nolds  her  honour  brought 
E'  I  question,  she  hath  a  spirit  and  temper,  as  appre- 
ensive  as  lightning,  and  as  swift  in  execution. 

"  We  have  experienced  that,  my  lord,  else  had  we 
not  been  thus  circimistanced,"  said  Vamey.  "  Bui 
what  else  to  suggest  I  know  not— Methmks  she 
whose  good  fortune  in  becoming  vour  lordship's 
bride  gives  rise  to  the  danger,  should  do  somewhat 
towards  parrying  it." 

"  It  is  impossible,"  said  the  Earl,  waving  his  hand ; 
*'  I  know  neither  authority  nor  entreaties  would  make 
her  endure  thy  name  for  an  hour." 

"It  is  somewhat  hard,  though,"  said  Varaev,  in  a 
dry  tone ;  and,  without  pausing  on  that  topic,  he  ad- 
ded, "  Suppose  some  one  were  found  to  represent  her  ? 
Such  feats  have  been  performed  in  the  courts  of  as 
aham-eyed  monarchs  as  Queen  Elizabeth." 

"litter  madness,  Vamey,"  answered  the  Earl; 
"the  counterfeit  would  be  confronted  with  Tressi- 
lian, and  discovery  become  inevitable." 

"Tressihan  might  be  removed  from  court,"  said 
the  unhesitating  Vamey. 

"  And  by  what  means  1" 

"  There  are  many,"  said  Vamey,  "  by  which  a 
statesman  in  your  situation,  my  lord,  mav  remove 
from  the  scene,  one  who  prys  into  your  anairs,  and 
places  himself  m  perilous  opposition  to  you." 

"  Speak  not  to  me  of  such  policy,  Varney,"  said 
the  Earl,  hastily ;  "  which,  besides,  would  avail  no- 
thing in  the  present  case.  Many  others  there  be  at 
court,  to  whom  Amy  may  be  known ;  and  besides, 
on  the  absence  of  Tressilian,  her  father  or  some  of 
her  friends  would  be  instantly  summoned  hither. — 
Urae  thine  invention  once  more." 

My  lord,  I  know  not  what  to  say,"  answered 
Vamey;  "  but  were  I  myself  in  such  perplexity,  I 
would  nde  post  down  to  Cumnor-Place,  and  compel 
nay  wife  to  give  her  consent  to  such  measures  as  her 
aatety  and  mine  required." 

*  Vamey,"  said  Leicester,  "I  cannot  urge  her  to 
aught  so  repugnant  to  her  noble  nature,  as  a  share  in 
this  r  *ratagem— it  would  be  a  base  requital  for  the 
love  J  lie  bears  me." 

"  V/ell,  my  lord,"  said  Varaey,  "your  lordship  is  a 


wise  and  an  bonotirable  man,  and  skilled  in  those 
high  points  of  romantic  scrapie,  which  are  curmitin 
Arcadia,  perhaps,  as  your  nephew,  Philip  Skiner, 
writes.  I  am  your  humble  servitor— a  man  of  tha 
world,  and  only  happy  that  my  knowledge  of  it,  and 
its  wa^'s,  is  such  as  your  lordship  has  not  scorned  to 
avaiiyourself  of.  Now  I  would  fain  know,  wheiber 
theoWigation  lies  on  my  lady  or  on  you,  m  this  fortu- 
nate umon;  and  which  has  most  reason  to  shov 
complaisance  to  the  other,  and  to  consider  that  other's 
wishes,  conveniences,  and  safety  ?" 

"I  tell  thee,  Vamey,"  said  the  Eari,  "that  alii: 
was  in  my  power  to  bestow  upon  her,  was  pot  ni€re- 
ly  deserved,  but  a  thousand  times  overpaid,  by  her 
own  virtue  and  beauty ;  for  never  did  greatne^  d^ 
scend  upon  a  creature  so  formed  by  nature  to  grace 
and  adom  it." 

"It  is  well,  my  lord,  yon  are  so  aatisfied,"  an- 
swered Vamey,  with  his  usual  sardonic  smile,  whid 
even  respect  to  his  patron  could  not  at  all  timfs  8^ 
due — "you  will  have  time  enough  to  cnjo>' un<feiBi^ 
ed  the  society  of  one  so  gracious  and  beautifiiMhat 
is,  so  soon  as  such  confinement  in  the  Tovm  be 
over,  as  may  correspond  to  the  crime  of  dcceivaa 
the  affections  of  Elizabeth  Tudor — ^A  chespet  pesil- 
ty,  I  presume,  you  do  not  expect." 

"Malicious  fiend!"  answered  Ldcester,  "dowa 
mock  me  in  my  misfortune  ? — Manage  it  as  thoa 
wilt." 

"If  you  are  serious,  my  lord,"  said  Vamey.  "r^j 
must  set  forth  instantly^  and  post  for  Cumnor-Plafle." 
"Do  thou  go  thyself,  Vamey ;  the  devil  has|tiTe| 
thee  that  sort  of  eloouence,  which  ia  most  powtfm 
in  the  worst  cause.  I  should  stand  self-conricud  rf 
villany  were  I  to  urge  such  a  deceit — Beeose,  I  tifl 
thee — Must  I  entreat  thee  to  mine  own  disnonoiff  r 
"  No,  my  lord,"  said  Vamev — **but  if  you  are  se- 
rious in  entmstmg  me  with  tlie  task  of  urging  tha 
most  necessary  measure,  you  must  give  me  aletia 
to  my  lady,  as  my  credentials,  and  truFt  to  me  for 
backing  the  advice  it  contains  with  all  ihs  forwa 
my  power.  And  such  is  my  opinion  of  my  Wrs 
love  for  your  lordship,  and  of  her  willingness  to  do 
that  which  is  at  once  to  contribute  to  your  p\amt 
and  your  safety,  that  I  am  sure  she  will  condexm 
to  bear,  for  a  few  brief  .days,  the  name  of  so  hwoK* 
a  man  as  my^lf,  es.oecially  since  it  is  nc  inferior  ir 
antiquity  to  that  of  her  own  paternal  house."  , 

Leicester  seized  on  writing  materials,  and  twice  c* 
thrice  commenced  a  letter  to  the  Countess  which  w 
afterwards  tore  into  fragments.  At  length  he  fini*i^ 
a  few  distracted  Unes,  in  which  he  conjured  her,  m 
reasons  nearly  conccming  his  life  and  bonoor,  to 
consent  to  bear  the  name  of  Vamey  for  a  few  dan 
during  the  revels  at  Kenilworth.  He  added^Jj 
Vamey  would  communicate  all  the  reasons  vb^ 
rendered  this  deception  indispensable;  and  harns; 
signed  and  sealed  these  credentials,  he  flung  th® 
over  the  table  to  Vamey,  with  a  motion  that  be 
should  depart,  which  his  adviser  was  not  wow  i« 
comprehend  and  to  obey. 

Leicester  remained  like  one  stupificd,  till  Ke  hcani 
the  trampling  of  the  horses,  as  Varney,  who  tock  w 
time  even  to  change  his  dress,  threw  himself  itiw  iw 
saddle,  and  followed  by  a  single  servant,  set  off  for 
Berkshire.  At  the  sound,  the  Earl  started  from  b^ 
seat,  and  ran  to  the  window,  with  the  moroeDttrr 
purpose  of  recalling  the  unworthy  coromisaon  wts 
which  he  had  entrusted  one,  of  whom,  he  ascd  ^^ 
say,  he  knew  no  virtuous  property  save  affec^ojilf 
his  patron.  But  Varney  was  already  beyond  ctir 
and  the  bright  starry  firmamentf  which  ine  age  «^>^ 
sidered  as  the  Hook  of  Fate,  Isring  spread  brfoij  [f" 
cester  when  he  opened  the  easement,  diverted  tac 
from  his  better  and  more  manly  purpose. 

"There  thev  roll,  on  then-  silent,  but  powj"; 
course,"  said  the  Earl,  looking  around  him,  |  wiin<p 
a  voice  which  speaks  to  our  ear,  but  not  ^i^^*^^^^! 
fluences  which  affect,  at  every  change,  the  indwewj 
of  this  vile  earthly  planet.  lIUs,  if^ostrologersu^ 
not,  is  the  very  crisis  of  mv  fate !  The  hour  apprw* 
esL  of  which  1  was  taught  to  beware— the  hour,  w* 
which  I  was  encourage  to  hope  for.— A  Kirs^ 
the  word— but  how?— the  crown  matrimoniaH*' 
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lofthatavegoiie— lettherngp.  The  licb  Netfaer- 

Imda  hare  demanded  roe  for  their  leader,  and  would 
Klimahf^fh  consent,  would  yield  to  me  their  crown. 
— ^And  hare  I  not  such  a  claun,  even  in  thiskin^^ml 
Tliat  of  Yoik,  descendinfl;  from  Georape  of  Clarence 
to  the  House  of  Huntiogdon,  which,  this  lady  failing, 
may  have  a  iair  chance— Huntingdon  is  of  my  house. 
—But  I  will  phmge  no  deeper  in  these  high  mysteries. 
X«et  me  hold  my  course  in  silence  for  a  while,  and  in 
obscurity,  like  a  subterranean  rivei^thc  time  shall 
oome  that  I  will  biurst  forth  in  my  strength,  and  be^r 
all  opposition  before  me.'* 

While  Leicester  was  thus  stupifying  the  remon- 
•trancee  of  his  own  conscience,  by  apoeaUng  to  poli- 
tical necessity  for  his  apology,  or  losing  himself 
axnidat  the  wild  dreams  of  ambition,  his  agent  left 

» WB  aaa  tower  behind  him,  on  his  hasty  journey  to 

erit^iire.  He  also  nourished  high  hope.  He  had 
brousbt  Lord  Leicester  to  the  point  which  he  hod  de- 
of  committing  to  him  the  most  intimate  re- 
of  his  breast,  and  of  using  him  as  the  channel  of 
his  moat  coixfidential  intercourse  with  his  lady.— 
Henceforward  it  would,  he  forsaw,  be  difficult  for  his 
patron  either  to  dispense  with  his  services,  or  refuse 
nis  requests,  however  unreasonable.  And  if  this  dis- 
dainful dame,  as  he  termed  the  Countess,  should  com- 
ply with  the  leauest  of  her  husband,  Varney,  her  pre- 
tended husband,  must  needs  become  so  situated  with 
refl|>ect  to  her,  that  there  was  no  knowing  who'e  his 
audacity  might  be  bounded ;  perhaps  not  till  circum- 
stances enabled  him  to  obtam  a  triumph,  which  he 
thouzht  of  with  a  mixture  of  fiendish  reelings,  in 
wbicn  revenge  for  her  previous  scorn  was  foremost 
and  jpredominant.  Again  he  contemplated  the  pos- 
sibility of  her  being  totally  intractable,  and  refusing 
absolutely  to  play  the  part  assigned  to  her  in  the  dra- 
ma at  Kenil  worth. 

*'  Alasco  must  then  do  his  part,"  he  said—"  Sick- 
ness must  serve  her  Majesty  as  an  excuse  for  not  re- 
ceiving the  homase  of  Mrs.  Varney— ay,  and  a  sore 
and  a  wasting  sickness  it  may  prove,  should  Eliza- 
beth continue  to  cast  so  favourable  an  eye  on  my 
Lord  of  Leicester.  I  will  not  forego  the  chance  of 
being  favourite  of  a  monarch  for  want  of  determined 
measures,  should  these  be  necessary.— Forward, 
good  horse,  forward— ambition,  and  haughty  hope 
of  power,  pleasure,  and  revenge,  strike  tneir  stin^ 
as  deep  through  my  bosom  as  I  plunge  the  rowels  m 
thy  flanks— On,  good  horse,  on— the  devil  urges  us 
both  forward." 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

Bajr  tbat  my  betaty  waa  but  Hnall, 
Aroonf  court  laaie*  all  dMpised, 
-  Why  4id0t  Uiou  rend  it  from  that  hall, 
Wb«ce,  scornful  Earl,  'twai  dearly  praedt 

No  more  Uiou  coni'«t  with  wonted  spead. 

Thy  onca  beloved  bride  to  see ; 
But  be  she  alive,  or  be  she  dead. 

I  faar,  stem  Earl,  '■  Uie  same  to  thee. 

Cumnor-mu,  tp  Wbjaau  Juuus  Micklb. 

'Hm  ladies  of  fashion  of  the  present,  or  of  any  other 
period,  roust  have  allowed,  that  the  young  and  lovely 
Countess  of  Leicester  had,  besides  her  youth  snd 
beauty,  two  qucdities  which  entitled  her  to  a  place 
amongst  women  of  rank  and  distinction.  She  dis> 
playe((  as  we  have  seen  in  her  interview  with  the 
pedler,  a  liberal  promptitude  to  make  unnecessary  pur- 
chases, solely  for  the  pleasure  of  acquiring  useless 
and  sho^vy  trifles  which  ceased  to  please  as  soon  as 
they  were  possessed ;  and  she  was,  besid^  apt  to 
speiid  a  considerable  space  of  time  every  day  in  adom- 
io^  her  person,  although  the  varied  sj^lendour  of  her 
attire  could  only  attract  the  half  satirical  praise  of 
the  precise  Janet,  or  an  approving  glance  from  the 
bright  eyes  which  witnessed  their  own  beams  of  tri- 
uznph  reflected  from  the  mirror. 

The  Countess  Amy  had,  indeed,  to  plead  for  indul- 
gence in  those  frivolous  tastes,  that  the  education  of 
Uie  times  had  done  little  or  nothing  for  a  mind  natu- 
rally jgay  and  averse  to  study.  If  she  had  not  loved 
to  couect  finery  and  to  wear  it,  she  might  have  woven 
tapestry  or  sewed  embroidery,  till  her  labours  spread 


in  gay  proAision  all  over  ths  walls  and  seats  at  lid- 
cote*  Hall;  or  she  might  have  varied  Kinerva'sUf 
hours  with  the  task  oi' preparing  a  mighty  pudding 
against  the  time  that  Sir  Hu{£  Robsart  returned 
from  the  greenwood.  But  Amy  had  no  natural  ge- 
nius either  tor  the  loom,  the  needle,  or  the  receipt-book. 
Her  mother  had  died  in  infancy ;  her  father  contradict- 
ed her  in  nothing;  and  Tressuian,  the  only  one  that 
approached  her,  who  was  able  or  desirous  to  attend 
to  the  cultivation  of  her  mind,  had  much  hurt  his  m- 
terest  with  her,  by  assuming  too  eagerly  the  ta^  of  a 
preceptor;  so  that  he  was  regarded  by  the  lively,  in- 
dulged, and  idle  girl,  with  some  fear  and  much  res- 
pect ;  but  with  little  or  nothing  of  that  softer  emotion 
which  it  had  been  his  hope  and  his  ambition  to  in? 
spire.  And  thus  her  heart  lay  readily  open,  and  her 
fancy  became  easily  captivated,  by  the  nobl^exterior 
and  graceful  deportment,  and  complacent  flattery  of 
Leicester,  even  before  he  was  known  to  her  as  tho 
dazzling  minion  of  wealth  and  power. 

The  frequent  visits  of  Leicester  at  Cumnor.  during 
the  earlier  part  of  their  union,  had  reconciled  the 
Countess  to  the  soUtude  and  privacy  to  which  she 
was  condemned ;  but  when  these  visits  became  rarer 
and  more  rare,  and  when  the  void  was  filled  up  with 
letters  of  excuse,  not  always  very  wapnly  expressed, 
and  generally  extremely  brief,  discontent  and  suspi- 
cion began  to  haimt  those  splendid  apartments  which 
love  had  fitted  up  for  beauty.  Her  answers  to  Lei- 
cester conveyed  these  feelings  too  bluntly,  and  press- 
ed more  naturally  than  prudently  that  she  micmt  bs 
relieved  from  this  obscure  and  secluded  residence,  by 
the  E^arl's  acknowledgment  of  their  marriajB»;  and  in 
arranging  her  argumentiL  with  all  the  skill  she  was 
mistress  of,  she  trusted  chiefly  to  the  warmth  of  ths 
entreaties  with  which  she  urged  them.  Sometimes 
she  even  ventured  to  mingle  reproaches,  of  which 
Leicester  conceived  he  had  good  reason  to  complain. 

"I  have  made  her  Countess,"  he  said  to  Varney; 
"surely  she  might  wait  till  it  consisted  with  my  ploi- 
sure  that  she  should  put  on  the  coronet?" 

The  Countess  Amy  viewed  the  subject  in  directly 
an  opposite  li^t 

"  What  sigmfies,"  she  said,  "  that  I  have  rank  and 
honour  in  reality,  if  I  am  to  hve  an  obscure  prisoner, 
without  either  society  or  observance,  and  sunmng  in 
my  character,  as  one  of  di^ious  or  disgraced  r^uta- 
tkm  ?  I  care  not  for  all  those  strings  of  pearl,  which 
you  fret  me  by  warping  into  ray  tresses,  Janet.  I  tell 
you,  that  at  Lidcote-Hall,  if  I  put  but  a  fresh  rose- 
bud among  my  hair,  my  good  father  would  call  me 
to  him.  that  he  might  see  it  more  closely;  and  the 
kind  old  curate  would  smile,  and  Master  Mumblazen 
would  say  something  about  roses  ^ules :  and  now  I 
sit  here,  decked  out  like  an  image  with  gold  and  gems, 
and  no  one  to  see  my  finery  but  you,  Janet.  There 
was  the  poor  Tresailian,  too--but.it  avaib  not  speak- 
ing of  hiin." 

It  doth  not  indeed,  madam,"  said  her  prudent  at- 
tendant ;  '*  and  verily  you  make  me  sometimes  wish 
you  would  not  speak  (k  him  so  often,  or  so  rashly." 

"It  signifies  nothing  to  warn  me,  Janet,"  satdfths 
impatient  and  mcomgible  Countess;  "I  was  bom 
free,  though  I  am  now  mewed  up  like  some  fine  fo- 
reign slave;  rather  than  the  wife  of  an  English  noble. 
I  bore  it  all  with  pleasure  while  I  was  sure  he  loved 
me ;  but,  now,  my  tongue  and  heart  shall  be  fr^  let 
them  fetter  these  umbs  as  they  will — I  tell  thee,  Janet, 
I  love  my  husband— I  will  love  him  ^,  my  latest 
breath— I  caimot  cease  to  love  him,  even  if  I  would 
or  if  be— which,  God  knows,  may  diance — should 
cease  to  love  me.  But  I  will  say,  and  loudly,  I  woakl 
have  been  happier  than  I  now  am,  to  have  remained 
in  Lidcote-Hall ;  even  althous^  I  must  have  married 
poor  Tressilian,  with  his  melancholy  look,  and  hii 
head  full  of  learning,  which  I  cared  not  for.  He 
said,  if  I  would  read  his  favourite  volumes,  there 
would  come  a  time  that  I  should  be  glad  of  having 
done  so— I  think  it  is  come  now." 

"  I  bought  you  some  books,  madam,"  said  Janet, 
'*  from  aiame  fellow  who  sold  them  in  the  Market- 
place—and who  stared  something  boldly  at  me,  I 


promise  you." 
"Let  me  see  thsm,  Janet," 
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•'but  let  them  not  be  of  your^  own  precise  cast.— 
How  is  this,  most  ri^teous  damsd?—  A  Pair  of 
Snuffers  for  the  Golden  CandUeHd^—*A  Handful 
of  Mvrrh  and  Hyeeop  to  put  a  Sick  Soul  to  Purga- 
turn:---' A  Draught  of  Water  from  the  Valley  of  Ba- 
eo'— •  Foxte  and  Firebrands^— Yfhtii  gear  caH  you 
this,  maiden  7"  , 

^^ay,  madam,"  said  Janet,  "it  was  but  fitnngand 
■eemly^  to  put  grace  in  your  ladyship's  way;  but  an 
you  will  none  o?  it,  there  are  play-books,  and  poet 


—I  would  pray  myself  but  I  must  listen  to  wbst  i 
on  within— evu  has  been  brewing,  lore— evil  has  1 
brewing.    God  forgive  our  sinft;  but  Varoeir's  sod- 
den and  strange  arriyal  bodes  us  no  good." 

Janet  had  never  b^ore  heard  her  fiatber  excite  or 
even  pNermit  her  attention  to  any  thing  which  Mssed 
in  their  mysterious  family,  and-now  that  he  did  ao» 
his  voice  sounded  in  her  ear— she  knew  not  whjr — 
like  that  of  a  screech-owl  denouncing  some  deed  of 
and  of  wo.     She  turned  her  eyes  fiearfiifly 


terror  and  of  wo.     She  turned  ber  eyes  

books,  I  trow."  towards  the  door,  almost  as  if  she  expected 

The  Countess  proceeded  carelessly  in  her  exami-    sounds  of  hoiror  to  be  heard,  or  some  sight  of 


nation,  tummg  over  such  rare  volumes  as  would 
now  make  the  fortune  of  twenty  retail  booksellers. 
Here  was  a  **  Boke  of  Cookery^  imprinted  by  Rich" 
and  Lant,"  and  "  SkeUon'a  Books^'—*'  The  Pasetime 
of  the  Peopl«^'—'"nu  CastU  qf  Knowledge,''  6lc 
But  neither  to  this  lore  dkl  the  Countess's  heart  in- 
cline^ and  joyfully  did  she  start  up  from  the  listless 
task  of  turning  over  the  leaves  of  the  pamphlets,  and 
hastily  did  she  scatter  them  through  the  floor,  when 
the  rapid  clatter  of  horses'  feet,  heard  in  the  court- 
yard, called  her  to  the  window,  exclaiming,  "It  is 
Leicester  l-4t  is  my  noble  Earl  I— it  is  my  Dudley  I— 
Every  stroke  of  his  horse's  hoof  sounds  like  a  note  of 
lordly  music !" 

There  was  a  brief  bustle  in  the  mansion,  and  Fos- 
ter, with  his  downward  look  and  sullen  manner,  en- 
tered the  apartment  to  say,  "  That  Master  Richard 
Vamey  was  arrived  from  my  lord,  having  ridden  all 
night,  and  craved  to  speak  with  her  ladyship  in- 
stantly." 

" Vamey  1"  said  the  disappointed  Countess;  "and 
to  speak  with  mel— pshaw*.— But  he  comes  with 
news  from  Ldcester— so  admit  him  instantly." 

Vamey  entered  her  dressing-apartment,  wnere  she 
•at  arrayed  in  her  native  loveliness,  adorned  with  all 
that  Janet's  art,  and  a  rich  and  tasteful  undress, 
could  bestow.  But  the  most  beautiful  part  of  her 
attire,  was  her  profuse  and  luxuriant  nght-brown 
locks,  which  floated  in  such  rich  abundance  around 
a  neck  that  resembled  a  swan's,  and  over  a  bosom 
heaving  with  anxious  expectation,  which  communi- 
cated a  nurried  tinge  of  red  to  her  whole  countenance. 

Vamey  Altered  the  room  in  the  dress  in  which  he 
had  waited  on  his  master  that  morning  to  court,  the 

Silendour  of  which  made  a  strange  contrast  with  the 
Border  arising  from  hasty  riding  during  a  dark 
night  and  foul  ways.  His  brow  bore  an  anxious  and 
hurried  expression,  as  one  who  has  that  to  say  of 
which  he  doubts  the  recqstion,  and  who  hath  yet 
(KMted  on  from  the  necessity  of  communicating  nis 
tidings.  The  Countess's  anxious  eye  at  once  caught 
the  alarm,  as  she  exclaimed  "You  bring  news  from 
my^  lord.  Master  Vamey— Gracious  Heaven !  is  he 

"No,  madam,  .thank  Heaven!"  said  Vamey. 
"  Compose  yourself;  and  permit  me  to  take  breath  ere 
I  communicate  my  tidings." 

"No  breath,  sir,"  rephed  the  lady  impatiently  ;  "I 
know  your  theatrical  arts.  Since  your  breath  hath 
■uflficed  to  bring  you  hither,  it  may  suffice  to  tell  your 
tale,  at  least  briefly,  and  in  the  gross." 

"  Madam."  answered  Vamey,  "  we  are  not  alone, 
and  my  lord's  message  was  for  your  ear  only." 

"  Leave  us,  Janet,  and  Master  Foster,"  said  the 
lady :  but  remain  in  the  next  apartment,  and  with- 
in call." 

Foster  and  his  daughter  retired,  agreeably  to  the 
Lady  Lekester's  commands,  into  the  next  apart- 
ment which  was  |he  withdrawing  room.  The  door 
which  led  from  the  sleeping-chamber  was  then  care- 
fully shut  and  bolted,  and  the  father  and  daughter 
remained  both  in  a  posture  of  anxious  attention,  the 
first  with  a  stem,  suspicious,  lowering  cast  of  coun- 
tenance, and  Janet  with  folded  hands,  and  looks 
which  seemed  divided  betwixt  her  desure  to  know 
the  fortunes  of  her  mistress,  and  her  prayers  to  Hea- 
-Jf^for  her  safety.  Anthony  Foster  seemed  himself 
to  naveMme  .'dea  of  what  was  passing  through  his 
Oaughter's  mtud,.for  he  crossed  the  apartment  and 
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to  diqilay  itself. 

All,  however,  was  as  stfll  as  death,  and  the  Toaoes 
of  those  who  mke  in  the  inner  cnambo'  wroe^  if 
they  spoke  at  all,  carefully  subdued  to  a  tone  wmcli 
comd  not  be  heard  in  the  next.  At  onoe,  bawcvei, 
they  were  heard  to  speak  fast,  thick,  and  hastily ; 
and  presently  after  the  voice  of  the  Countess  w 
heard  exclaiming,  at  the  highest  pitch  to  which 
dignation  could  raise  it,  "  Undo  the  door,  sir,  I  oo^. 
mand  you!— Undo  the  door! — I  will  have  do  other 
reply  1'  she  continued,  drowning  with  ber  vehement 
accents  the  low  and  mutt^^  sounds  which  Varaey 
was  heard  to  utter  betwixt  whiles.  "What  bo! 
without  there !"  she  persisted,  accompanying  her 
words  with  shrieks.  "Janet,  alarm  the  house  ! — 
Foster,  break  open  the  door— I  am  detained  here  br 
a  traitor !— Use  axe  and  lever,  Master  Foster — I  wm 
be  your  warrant !" 

It  shall  not  need,  madam,"  Vamey  was  at  leagth 
distinctly  heard  to  say.  "If  you  please  to  expose 
my  lord  s  important  concerns  and  your  own  to  the 
general  car,  I  will  not  be  your  hinderance." 

The  door  was  unlocked  and  thrown  open,  aiMl 
Janet  and  her  father  rushed  in,  anxious  to  learn  the 
cause  of  these  reiterated  exclamations. 

When  they  entered  the  apartment,  Vamey  stood 
by  the  door  grinding  his  teeth,  with  an  expr^iaon  m 
which  rage,  and  shame,  and  fear,  had  each  their 
share.  The  Countess  stood  in  the  niidst  of  her  apart- 
ment,  like  a  hivenile  Pythoness,  under  the  in^iKOce 
of  the  prophetic  fury.  The  veins  in  her  beaoti&l 
forehead  started  into  swoln  blue  hues  through  the 
hurried  impulse  of  her  articulation — her  chraT  Bmi 
neck  glowed  like  scarlet— her  eyes  were  like  those  of 
an  imprisoned  eagle,  flashing  red  lightning  on  the 
foes  whom  it  cannot  reach  with  its  talons.  Were  it 
possible  for  one  of  the  Graces  to  have  been  animated 
by  a  Fury,  the, countenance  could  not  haTe  united 
such  beauty  with  so  much  hatred,  scorn,  defiance, 
and  resentment.  The  gesture  and  attitude  corres- 
ponded with  the  voice  and  looks,  and  altogether  pr^ 
sen  ted  a  spectacle  which  was  at  once  beautiful  aiul 
fearful ;  bo  much  of  the  sublime  had  the  energy  of 

Eassion  united  With  the  Countess  Amy's  natural  lore- 
ness.    Janet,  as  soon  as  the  door  was  open,  ran  to 
her  mistress ;  and  more  slowly,  yet  with  more  haste 
than  he  was  wont,  Anthony  Foster  went  to  Rkhard^ 
Vamey.  ^M 

"In  the  Truth's  name,  what  alia  your  lady^iipr' 
said  the  former. 

"  What,  in  the  name  of  Satan,  have  you  done  to 
her?"  said  Foster  to  his  friend. 

"Who,  I  ?— nothing,"  answered  Varpey,  but  with 
sunken  head  and  sullen  voice ;  "  nothing  hut  ccm- 
municated  to  her  her  lord's  commands,  which,  if  the 
lady  list  not  to  obey,  she  knows  better  how  to  answo 
it  than  I  may  pretend  to  do." 

"Now,  by  Heaven,  Janet,"  said   the  Countesa 

the  false  traitor  lies  m  his  throat !  He  must  needs 
lie^  for  he  speaks  to  the  dishonour  of  my  noble  lord 
—he  must  needs  lie  doubly,  for  he  speaks  to  bum 
ends  of  his  own,  equally  execrable  and  unattainable. 

"You  have  misapprehended  me,  lady,"  said  Var- 
ney,  with  a  sulky  species  of  submission  and  apokwv: 

let  this  matter  rest  till  your  passion  be  abated,  ans 
I  will  explain  all.'* 

"  Thou  shalt  never  have  an  opportunity  to  do  ao,'' 
said  the  Countess.— " Look  at  him,  Janet.  Hea 
fairly  dressed,  hath  the  outside  of  a  gentleman,  and 
hither  he  came  to  persuade  me  it  was  mvlord's 
pleasure—nay,  more,  my  wedded  lord's  commands, 
that  1  should  go  with  him  to  Eenilworth,  and  be- 
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ion  the  ttneen  and  nobles,  and  in  presence  of  my 
own  wedded  lord,  that  I  ahoald  acknowledge  him 
—him  there — ^that  Tery  cloak-brushing,  shoe- clean- 
ing fellow— Wm  there,  my  lord's  lackey,  for  my  fiege 
lord  and  husband ;  furnishing  against  myself,  great 
God !  whenever  I  was  to  vindicate  my  right  and  my 
rank,  such  weapons  as  would  hew  my  just  claim 
&om  the  root,  and  destroy  my  character  to  oe  regard- 
ed as  an  honourable  matron  of  the  English  nobility  I*' 

"You  hear  her,  Foster,  and  you,  ypung  maiden, 
hear  this  lady,"  answered  Varney,  taking  advantage 
of  the  pause  which  the  Countess  had  made  in  her 
charge,  more  for  lack  of  breath  than  fbr  lack  of  mat- 
ter—-^* Vou  hear  that  her  heat  onlv  objects  to  me  the 
course  which  our  good  lord,  for  the  purpose  to  keep 
certain  matters  secret,  suggests  in  the  very  letter 
which  she  holds  in  her  hands." 

Fbster  here  attempted  to  interfere  with  a  fape  of 
authority,  which  he  thought  became  the  charge  in- 
trusted to  him.  '*  Nay,  lady,  I  must  needs  say  you 
are  over  hasty  in  this— Such  deceit  is  not  utterly  to 
be  condemned,  when  practised  for  a  righteous  end ; 
and  thus  even  the  patnarch  Abraham  leisnied  Sarah 
to  be  his  sister  when  they  went  down  to  Kgypt." 

"Ay,  sir,"  answered  the  Countess;  "but  God  re- 
buked that  deceit  even  in  the  father  of  his  chosen 
people,  by  the  mouth  of  the  heathen  Pharaoh.  Out 
iipon  you.  that  will  read  Scripture  only  to  copy  those 
things  which  are  held  out  to  us  as  warnings,  not  as 
examples !" 

"But  Sarah  disputed  not  the  will  of  her  husband, 
an  it  be  your  pleasure,"  said  Poster,  in  reply ;,  "  but 
did  as  Abraham  commanded,  calling  herseir  his  sis- 
ten  that  it  might  be  well  with  her  nusbsnd  for  her 
sake,  and  that  his  soul  might  Uve  because  of  her 
beauty." 

"Now.  so  heaven  pardon  me  my  useless  anger," 
•nswerea  the  Countess,  "  thou  art  as  daring  a  hypo- 
crite as  yonder  fellow  is  an  impudent  deceiver ! 
Never  wiU  I  believe  that  the  noble  Dudley  gave 
countenance  to  so  dastardly,  so  dishonourable  a  plan. 
Thus  I  tread  on  his  infamj^,  if  indeed  it  be,  and  thus 
destroy  its  remembrance  for  ever !" 
■  So  saying,  she  tore  in  pieces  Leicester's  letter,  and 
stamped,  in  the  extremity  of  impatience,  as  if  she 
would  have  annihilated  the  minute  fragments  into 
which  she  had  rent  it. 

"Bear  witness,"  said  Varney,  collecting  himself 
"she  hath  torn  my  lord's  letter,,  in  order  to  burden 
me  with  the  scheme  of  his  devising ;  and  although 
it  promises  nought  but  danger  and  trouble  to  me,  she 
would  lay  it  to  my  charge,  as  if  I  had  any  purpose  of 
mine  own  in  it." 

"  Thou  liest,  thon  treacherous  slave !"  said  the 
Countess,  in  spite  of  Janet's  attempts  to  keep  her 
silent,  in  the  sad  foresight  that  her  vehemence  might 
only  furnish  arms  against  herself^— " Thou  liest!" 
she  continued — '*  Let  me  go,  Janet— Were  it  the  last 
word  I  have  to  speak,  he  lies — he  had  his  own  foul 
ends  to  seek ;  and  broader  he  would  have  displayed 
them,  had  my  passion  permitted  me  to  preserve  the 
alence  which  at  first  encouraged  him  to  unfold  his 
vile  projects." 

"  Madam,"  said  Varney,  overwhelmed  in  epite  of 
his  effrontery,  "  I  entreat  you  to  believe  yourself  mis- 
taken." 

"As  soon  will  I  believe  light  dalHtness^"  said  the  en- 
raged Countess.  "Haveldrankof  obhvion?  Do  I  not 
remember  former  passages,  which,  known  to  Leices- 
ter, had  given  thee  the  preferment  of  a  gallows,  instead 
of  the  honour  of  his  intimacy  7—1  would  I  were  a 
man  but  for  five  minutes !  It  were  space  enough  to 
make  a  craven  like  thee  confess  his  villany.  But  go — 
b^ione !— Tell  thy  master,  that  when  I  take  the  foul 
course  to  which  such  scandalous  deceits  as  thou  hast 
recommended  on  his  behalf  must  necessarily  lead 
me,  I  will  give  him  a  rival  something  worthy  of  the 
name.  He  shall  not  be  supplanted  by  an  ignomini- 
ous Lackey,  whose  best  fortune  is  to  catch  a  gift  of 
his  masters  last  suit  of  clothes  ere  it  is  threadbare, 
aiMi  who  is  only  fit  to  seduce  a  suburb-wench  by  the 
bravery  of  new  roses  in  his  master's  old  pantofles. 
Go,  fan^one,  sir— I  scorn  thee  so  much,  that  I  am 
ashamed  to  have  been  angry  with  thee." 


Varney  left  the  room  with  a  route  expresaon  of 
rage,  and  was  followed  by  Foster,  whose  apptehen<* 
sion,  naturally  slow,  was  overpowered  by  the  esfler 
and  abundant  discharge  of  indignation,  which,  tor 
th«  first  time,  he  had  heard  burst  from  the  lips  of  a 
being,  who  had  seemed  till  that  moment  too  languid, 
and  too  gentle,  to  nurse  an  angry  thought,  or  utter  an 
intemperate  expression.  Foster,  therefore,  pursued 
Varney  from  place  to  place,  persecuting  nim  with 
interrogatories,  to  which  the  other  repUed  not  until 
they  were  in  the  opposite  side  of  the  quadrangle,  and 
in  the  old  library^  with  which  the  reader  has  already 
been  made  acquamted.  Here  he  turned  round  on  his 
persevering  follower,  and  thus  addressed  him,  in  a 
tone  tolerably  equal ;  that  brief  walk  having  been 
sufficient  to  give  one  so  habituated  to  command  lus 
temper,  time  to  rally  and  recover  his  presence  of 
mind. 

"  Tony,"  he  said,  with  his  usual  sneering  laugh, 
"  it  avails  not  to  deny  it.  The  Woman  and  the  Devil, 
who,  as  thine  oracle  Holdforth  will  confirm  to  thee, 
cheated  man  at  the  beginning,  have  this  day  proved 
more  powerful  than  my  discretion.  Yon  termagant 
looked  so  tempting,  and  had  the  art  to  preserve  her 
countenance  so  naturally,  while  I  communicated  my 
lord's  message,  that,  by  my  faith,  I  thought  I  might 
say  some  little  thing  for  myself.  She  thinks  she  hath 
mv  head  under  her  girdle  now,  but  she  is  deceived.— 
Where  is  Doctor  Alasco  7" 

"In  his  laboratory,"  answered  Foster;  "itistho 
hoar  he  is  not  spoken  withal— we  must  wait  tUl  noon 
is  past,  or  spou  his  important— What  said  I,  impor- 
tant 7 — I  would  say  interrupt  his  divine  studies." 

"  Ay,  he  studies  the  devil's  divinity,"  said  Varney, — 
"  but  when  I  want  him,  one  hour  must  suffice  as  well 
as  another.    Lead  the  way  to  his  pandemonium." 

So  spoke  Varney,  and  with  hasty  and  perturbed 
steps  followed  Foster,  who  conducted  him  through 
private  passages,  many  of  which  were  well  nigh  rum- 
ous,  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  quadrangle,  v^ere.  in 
a  subterranean  apartment,  now  occupi^  by  the  che- 
mist Alasco,  one  of  the  Abbots  of  Abingdon,  who  had 
a  turn  for  the  occult  sciences,  had,  much  to  the  scan- 
dal of  his  convent  established  a  laboratory,  in  which, 
like  other  fools  of  the  period,  he  spent  much  precious 
time,  and  money  besides,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  grand 
arcanum. 

Anthony  Foster  paused  before  the  door,  which  was 
scrupulously  secured  within,  and  again  showed  a 
marked  hesitation  to  disturb  the  sage  in  his  opera- 
tions. But  Varney,  less  scrupulous,  roused  him.  by 
knocking  and  voice,  until  at  length,  slowly  and  reluc- 
tantly, tne  inmate  of  the  apartment  undid  the  door. 
The  chemist  appeared,  with  his  eyes  bleared  with  the 
heat  and  vapours  of  the  stove  or  alembic  over  which 
he  brooded,  and  the  interior  of  his  cell  diq;>layed  the 
confused  assemblage  of  heterogeneous  substances 
and  extraordinary  implements  belonging  to  his  pro- 
fession. The  old  man  was  muttering,  with  spiteful 
impatience,  "  Am  I  for  ever  to  be  recalled  to  tho 
anairs  of  earth  from  those  of  heaven  7" 

"  To  the  afiTairs  of  hell,"  answered  Varney.  "  for 
that  is  thy  proper  dement.— Foster,  we  need  thee  at 
our  conference. 

Foster  slowly  entered  the  room.  Varney,  follow- 
ing, barred  the  door,  and  they  betook  themselves  to 
secret  coimcil. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  Countess  traversed  the  apart- 
ment, with  shame  and  anger  contending  on  her  lovely 
cheek 

"  The  villain,"  she  said,  "  the  cold-blooded,  calcu- 
lating slave !— But  I  unmasked  him,  Janet— I  made 
the  snake  uncoil  all  his  folds  before  me,  and  crawl 
abroad  in  his  naked  deformity— I  suspended  my 
resentment,  at  the  danger  of  sufTocaiing  under  the 
effort,  until  he  had  let  me  see  the  very  bottom  of  a 
heart  more  foul  than  hfell's  darkest  comer.— And 
thou,  Leicester,  is  it  possible  thou  couldst  bid  me  for 
a  moment  deny  my  wedded  right  in  thee,  or  thyself 
yield  it  to  anotner !— But  it  is  impossible— the  villain 
has  lied  in  all.— Janet,  I  will  not  remain  here  longer— 
I  fear  him— I  fear  thy  father— I  grieve  to  say  it,  Janet 
—but  I  fy»T  thy  father,  and,  worst  of  all,  this  odious 
Varney.    I  wiU  escape  from  Cumnor." 
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nesB  of  uuibohiy  which  lie  w: 
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which  should  refi^h  her  *i _, 

he  was  conscious  of  mediialing  bo  y. 

His  band  Ircnibled  also,  his  voico  iia 

whole  outtraid  behaviour  exhibited  as 

AD^ieioua,   that  his  daughter  Jatu..,     nd 

stood  looWg  at  him  in  aaianishmenl  for  some 
seconds,  seemed  at  once  lo  collect  herself  to  eiecule 
some  hardy  resolution,  raised  hfr'head,  ncsumcd  an 
attitude  atid  gait  of  delerminnlion  aud  aulhority,  and 
walkuig  slowly  betwixt  her  father  and  her  mistress, 
look  the  salver  from  the  hand  of  Ihe  former,  and  said 


'"niou,  my  child?"  said  Foster,  eaeerly  and  ap- 
prehensively:  "no,  my  child— it  ii  not  Wtw  shall  ren 
der  the  lady  this  service." 

"And  why,  I  pray  you,"  said  Janet,  "if  it  bcfiiiinp 
^at  the  nobleladv  should  partake  of  the  cup  at  all] 

"Why— why  1— said  the  seneschal,  hcsitalina, 
and  then  burBUng  into  passion  as  Ihe  readiest  mode 
of  supplying  the  Tack  of  all  other  reason—"  Why,  b*. 
cause  II  \a  my  pleasure,  minion,  tbai  vuu  should  noi! 
Qel  you  Kone  to  the  evening  leetitre," 

"  Now.  as  1  hope  ID  hear  lecture  again,"  replied 
' "    -""  "Bigo  thither  this  ninht,  unless  I  orr 


.    , ,---, Father,  I 

dnnk  to  you. 

Foster,  vrithoul  speaking  a  word,  ruahed  on  his 
daughter,  and  wrested  Ihe  fliuik  from  her  band  i  then, 
%f  if  emhorrassed  by  what  he  had  done,  and  IoIhIIv 
unable  to  resolve  what  he  should  do  next,  he  stood 
with  it  in  his  bend,  one  fool  advanrnl  and  the  other 
drawn  back,  glaring  on  his  dauehter  with  n  counte- 
nance, in  which  mBe,  fear,  ana  convicted  vjlauy, 

"This  is  Blmn^e,  my  father."  said  Janet,  keening 
htr  eye  fixed  on  his,  in  the  manner  in  wbidi  those 
who  have  the  chnr^  of  lunatics  are  said  to  overawe 
thar  unhappy  patients;  "will  you  neither  let  me 
Bsrve  my  lady,  nor  drink  lo  her  myself  ?" 
'"^be  couraoeof  iheCoanlesaauatained  herlhrougb 
dus  dreadfuT scene,  of  which  Ibe  import  was  not  the 
less  obvious  that  it  was  not  even  hinted  at.  Shci>re- 
aerved  even  the  rash  carelessness  of  her  temper,  anii 
though  her  chock  had  grown  pale  at  ibe  first  alarm, 
her  eye  was  calm  and  almost  scornful.  "  Will  you 
lasie  this  rare  cordial,  Master  Foster  1  Perhapa  yon 
wdl  not  yourself  rcfiise  lo  pledge  us,  though  you  per- 
BUl  not  Janet  lo  do  so— Drink,  sir,  I  pray  you." 

I  will  not,"  answered  Foster. 

And  for  wboin,  then,  is  the  precious  beverago  re- 
KTved,  nrl"  said  the  Couateu. 


iah«h( 


"Donol 
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.  degree  of  shame,  diraiiay, 

Janel,"  said  the  Counuai, 

-Rilied  her.  al 
?  n.,  f.,„- 
unnat^py  m 


IS,  "it  is  not  for  you  1  weep,  it  isibrnir- 

thai  unbat^py  mso.    Tliose  who  an 

■ihotm  who  ate  condemp*! 


'Farewell,    madam!"   sbe  said,  haalily 

assuming  the  mantle  ui  which  she  was  wont  tA  go 
abroad. 
"  Do  you  leave  mc,  Jiinel  ?"  said  her  misuess— "  de- 


re  wiil  open  yuu  a  path 
ir  delivenince.  There  is  a  way  of  escape;  I  have 
rayed  night  and  day  for  light,  thai  ]  might  see  boir 


my  duty  lo  yonder  unhappy  man,  and 
iwc  lo  you.    Sternly  and  fpatfully  that 


she  left  the  house. 

Meanwhile  her  father  had  reached  once  mora  ibe 
laboratorj',  where  he  found  ihe  accomplices  of  bis  in- 
lendei)  guilt. 

"Has  the  sweet  bird  sipped?"  said  Tajney,  wilh 
half  a  smile;  while  the  astrologer  put  the  aauMqiiEa- 
lion  wilh  his  eyes,  bnl  spoke  not  a  word. 


"°S^ 


W'erl  thou  not  lold,  thou  sullen  a 
bsartcd  slave."  anawered  Vamey,  will 

"that  no  mutdtr,  as  Ihiju  call' s t  il,  with   

look  and  slam ineiina  tone,  is  deiwned  in  Ihemattel 
Wert  thou  not  told,  that  a  brief  illness,  luch  as  w_ 
man  ^uts  on  in  very  wantonncts,  that  she  may  wear 
her  night-gcar  at  noon,  and  lie  on  a  settle  when  ahe 
shoul^rmind  her  domestic  business,  is  all  here  aimed 
at  7  Here  is  a  learned  man  will  swear  il  to  thee,  br 
the  key  of  the  Castle  of  Wisdom." 

"I  swear  it,"  said  Alasco,  "thai  ibe  elixir  ihou  hast 
there  in  iho  flaak  will  not  pF»udiiie  lilb  I  I  swear  it  be- 
ctiUequinlesseoce  of  sold. 


whidi  pervsdi 

1^  of  fores,"  said 


'iSismegislus  nmdera  ihe  key  t 


ivery  sulratance  m  nature,  ihou) 

-.na  be  traced  by  him  only, 

■       ■    ■        .ftho-Cahala 


him  only,  lo  wb^n 
-■-    "  haTa." 

Foaltf.  tboa 


- _-„-,- ^liei 

me,  moreover,  who  swear  by  nothing  but  hy  my  ew 
word,  Ihai  if  you  ' — -''- "-'-    -■- —  - 

hold'  may  be  iranamuted  into  a  copyht 

AlascD  will  leave  your  pewter  ailillerv 

grain),  end  I,  honest  Anthony,  will  still  have  tbee 

"I  know  not.  gentlemen,"  said  Foster,  "where 

your  designs  lend  to;  but  in  one  ihing  1  am  bound 

up,— that,  fail  bark  fall  edge,  1  wiil  have  one  in  tliia 

-ilacclhal  maypraf  for  me.  and  that  one  shall  be  my 

i  ill,  and  the  world  has  been 

but  she  is 


»  pray  for 

too  weighty  wilh 

she  was  when  ~ 
shall  have  hi 


coBfotmable.  ibere  is  ao 
hia  thy  leai&- 
hold.     Thiw, 


hen  on  her  mother's  lap,  and  she,  at  least, 
ipy  City,  whoee 


"  Ay,  Tony,"  said  Vamey,  "  that  were  ■  paradiM 
to  thy  licnrt<^  content.-DebnIc  the  matter  mOi  him. 
Doctor  AIhfco  ;  I  will  be  with  you  anon." 

So  rpcaking,  Yemty  arose,  and,  taking  the  Beak, 
from  the  table,  he  left  ihe  rtiom. 

"I  cell  thee,  my  son,"  said  Atasco  to  Foalor,  oa 
soon  as  Vpiney  had  left  tharn,  "  that  wbatevw  this 


Caiv.  KSill.] 
bold    and  prol 


■  o?*lhS 


proflimte  nSrt  msy  wiy  of  the  mighlT 
which,  by  HesTen's  bleuinp,  I  have  aa- 
;  ihai  I  would  nol  call  the  wisest  of 
living  Btiuin  my  teller  ormy leacher—I  a»y,  howso- 
erer  yonder  reprobate  miyMolf  at  things  loo  holy 
to  be  Rpprehended  by  men  merely  of  carnnl  snd  evil 
ihanghlt^  yet  believe,  lb n I  the  city  beheld  by  3i.  John, 
in  [hat  bright  viston  of  ihe  Christian  Apocal) 
New  Jerusalem,  of  which  all  Chrialinn  mcr 
piirialte,    sets  forth   lypically  the  diacoveri 

GnuiB  Sicarr.  whereby  ihe  most  pr«ioos r— 

feet  of  nalure'a  works  are  elidtcd  out  of  her  basest 
■nd  most  crude  produciiona;  just  ns  [he  light  and 
gaudy  butterfly,  the  most  beautiful  child  of  the  eum- 
mer's  breeze,  brciiiB  forth  from  the  dungeon  of  a 
•ordid  chrrsalis." 

"MnsierHoldforthiaid  nought  of  this  rxposilion," 
■aid  Foster,  doubtfiilly;  "and  moreover,  Doctor 
Alatco,  the  Holy  Writ  says  that  ihsKold  and  precious 
stones  of  the  Holy  City  are  in  no  surl  for  ihosa  who 
work  abominaliorv  or  who  frame  lies." 

"Well,  my  son,  said  tho  Doctor,  "and  what  is 
your  inference  from  thenec  1" 

"That  ihost^"  said  Foster,  "  who  distil  poisonn 
and  adminraler  them  in  secrecy,  can  have  no  porlion 
ui  thone  nnspeakable  riches.'* 

"  You  are  to  disfinguiah,  my  eon,"  replied  the  al- 
chyraist,  "beiwiil  that  which  is  nFccasarily  evil  in 
Its  proRTSSS  and  in  its  end  also,  and  thai  which,  be- 
ina  evS.  i&  neverihelcsa,  capaMo  of  working  forth 
Bood.  If,  by  the  death  of  one  jyerson,  the  hapi 
riod  flhall  be  brought  nci^rer  i "  ' '  ' 

is  ^ood  ahall  be  alt;iined,  bj 


kemlworth. 

iBily  coiutdared  for.    lliou  <ireri  paid  fi 


on,  the  happy  pe- 


fhich  sicknees,  and 


,ffii"i, 


mpass  of  every  one  who  aliall  be  obo- 
ice  of  wisdom,— when  the  art  of  hcali 
it  and  absorbed  in  the  ""»  iiniu»~~i 
hall  b«ome 


:ni'  to"  the 
;  eh  all  be 


do  murder  at  the  same  price. 

our  chamber— We  shall  see  tbe  eveni  lo-morrow." 

"  What  didst  thou  do  to  make  hor  swallow  it  1" 
toid  Foster,  shuddering. 

"  Nothing,"  anewercdVanipy,  "  but  looM  on  her 
with  that  aspect  which  Boverns  madmen,  women, 
and  children.  They  told^n.e,  in  Saint  Luke's  Hoa- 
pilnl,  Ihai  I  have  the  right  loolt  for  overpoweriiui  • 
rcfrnctorj-  patient.  TheieepcrB  made  me  their  coni- 
plimcnls  on'l;  eolknowhowlowin  my  bread,  wh«» 

''And  an  thou  nol  afraid,"  said  Poster,  "leal  the 
dose  be  diaproporiinned  1" 

"If  so,"  replied  Tarney,  "she  will  but  sleep  tho 
sounder,  and  Ihe  fear  of  that  ahall  not  break  my  real. 
Good  nighi,iny  masters." 

.Anthony  Foster  croaned  heavily,  and  lifted  up  h 
hands  and  eyes.    The  alcliymisi  intimated  hia  ^-- 
pose  to  continue  some  eipenmeni  of  high  in 
inglho  greater  part  of  the  night,  andtheotl 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 


iiiing  was  closed,  and  Janet,  just 


la  pur- 
rtdM- 


--,.-,— -^ _,lriithavea..__.  .. 

Cumno^-P^ac^  and  hastened  to  [he  aj 
which  she  had  left  her  lady.  She  found  I 
head  resting  on  her  anna,  and  ihtse  cro 
latle  which  stood  before  her.  As  Janet  i 
neiihcr  looked  up  nor  stirred. 
I      Her  filil.ld'ul  altendont  r 


when  sages  shall  bei^ome  monarchsofthee.-irth.  and  ;  speed  of  tighining,  and  rousina  her  at  the  sami 
death  iuielf  retreat  bcrorelheirfrnivu,- if  ihishlesfcd  !  with  her  hand,  conjured  the  Countess,  irt  the 
consummation  of  all  thinga  can  bo  liaalened  by  the    ce ' ■-  -lok  up,  and  say  what  thus  i 


..„ , «  fraU  earthly  body,  

must  needs  partake  comipiion,  shall  bcconpigned 
tbe  grave  a  ahon  apace  earlier  than  in  the  course 

of  the'holy  Millenniumr'      "    "      ^  '  "  '^^'"^ 
"Millennium  is  the  reign  of  the  Sr-— "    - 
ewha.  doubtful. 


»wer(S*'Ala* 


^ tho  saqes,  my  son,    an-  ■ 

rather  the  rei^n  of  Wisdom  it-  | 


lady  raised  her  head  aceoid- 

hcr  attendant  with  a  ghastly 

ic  as  clay,  "  Janet,"  she  said,  "I 

'  said  Janet,  hastily^"!  mean 
t  is  no  worse — ihe  potion  will  not 
kfithislelharpyfrom  yourlimb^ 


"  I  touch^  on  the  question  with  Muster  Hpldforlh 
isl  exorcising  nighC  said  Foster  ;  "  but  he  says 
our  doctrine  is  heterodox,  and  a  damnable  and  false 


or,  at  best,  wandenna  in  tl 
'nau  didst  ill  to  apeak  to  si 


Be  proof,  and  that  short- 
it  peci'ish  divine  to  confiite, 

FS  KinR  Pharaoh.    1  will  do 
w.  my  son.— in  thy  very  pre- 

hnll  U'irnf'qq  fhn  Imlli  " 


aony  Of  thy  tongue,  ye 
I  the  adept—' 


tnmed !  Hani  ihou"- 


eihFtnted,   "art  thou    euro  thou  > 

neither  more  nor  less  than  the  juat 

"Ay."' replied  the  alchy~""'  "" 


IVamev^whoal 
iw  shall  he  deny 


.eBddcd,sJiow- 
he  had  hitherto 
t  poured  forth 


for  there  is  divers 

"Nay,  then,"  saidVamey,  I  r?ar "nothing.  Iktiow 
lou  infi  not  go  a  auip  farther  to  the  dsril  than  ihon 


"Vuu  are  not,  triT  dearest  lady,"  nnswend  tha 
laidcn  eagerly—  What  yon  have  swallowed  cannot 
Vure  you,  for  the  antidote  has  been  taken  before  it, 
nd  I  hastened  hither  to  tell  you  ihat  the  meaniof 


i^eaper'  eiciainiai  me  inuy,  na 

self  hastily  in  her  chair,  while  light  r.    .. 

eye  and  life  to  her  cheek ;  "  but  ah '.  Janet,  il  cc 


d  Ihe  lady,  as  she  raised  her- 


"None 


lhroni;h  the 
of  poifion! — .jui 
reused  of  Ihe  full 


si  lady- Rise,  ta 
—Let  nol 


!-So}  ffel  ,-..  — 

of  your  hmbsl 

..  t^  Ai^\n\^h  ••  said  the  Connl- 

..■alked  lo  and  no 

...  ..^ ._  it  then  »o,  and  hare  I 

swallowed  a  deadly  drsughtl    Vamey  waa  heij 
thou  wfTt  gone,  and  commanded  me,  "wTih 


ess,  as,  aupporlctl  by  Janet,  »l 


nig.     O, 


wicked.     Beh( 


'hich  I  read  .... , 

.',  .l.-inct !  it  must  he  fatal ;  ni 
laht  served  by  auch  a  ciip-ben 


la  the  devicca  of  the 
jar  by  the  dear  Oospal 
safe  fVom  hia  practic«. 


"liio  house  was  siient,"   answered   tha  lady— 

"--r  but  he  in  ihB  chamber— and 

ctims.    1  did  bnl  ilipnlatt  b« 


apAla  ol 


c«ii'l"b 


move  bis  hiWul  pmencs,  ud  I  dnak 

be  oITered.— But  you  spoke  of  enupe.  Jenet ; 
JO  hippy  T'  .... 

'"  the  tulinm  imd 
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ber  miutignneul,  o 
meeting-house  of  h< 


make  l)ie  elTori  T"  uid  lEe  mtiden. 

"Slrongl"  Biiawered  the  Com...  . 
hind,  wlun  ihe  fanga  of  [ho  decr-nqund 
lo  Rtipe  ner.  if  she  is  Biro 

me  from  Ihia  pJace." 


Ask    the 

M  retched 


"  Hear 


3iiBe»,  and  sooRhi  Hpetch  oT  m 


libenhy  iDtruiled,   under  ihe 

.n  thai  ahe  should  not  avaU  heraslf 

oflheCouDtrsBi  for  bo  her  tesidmca 
'     '  '         termed,  tince  she  began 


'at^cJJntno^Hi!. 

of  Jnlc  to  eihibii  impatience  of  ili 
which  the  was  subjected.  Kor  is 
Buppow,  ihsl  nn)'  Ihing  abort  o(  il 


unlil  this  eveninR— I  hnvs  ever  declinrd.  He  was  I  juaiif^,  hut  imperaiively  called  inwn,  to  mi 
Ihe  pedlet  who  brought  you  (nods — llie  ilineranl  lody'a  safely  the  principal  object  of  bei  care, 
hawker  who  sold    me  books— whenever  I  stirred    all  other  consideniions  aaide. 


"  fflie  ihat  flies  from  death.' 
BtKIlR't' of  body— ahe  thai  wouiueBcapo  iroi 
Ucksno  Btrspftihof  mind.  The  thouxhtso 
behind  tne  Ihe  rillsin  who  menarcs  both  m; 
honoiir,  would  givo  me  Blrenelh  lo  rise  : 
deathbed." 

"In  God'saam&  ihcn,  lady,"  said  Janet, 
bid  VDU  adieu,  and  to  God'a  charge  1  maa 

"Will  you  not  I 
CounteBS,  anxioui 
ihr  faithhil  servicL  . 

"LBdi-,  I  would  fly  with  you  u 
eve^r  fled  from  cage,  bui  my  cioinR  k 
inalint  discovery  and  pursuit.  I  n 
DBe  tneaDB  to  disguise  the  truth  for 
Heaven  pardon  the  falsehood,  bee 


Ihe  llld]^  'Tinda 


'  DOI  only 


liahl  from  the  1 
s^^erelheaiel 

r^rBc"KuBh^v 


readmg  trees  which  mcl  above  thcD' 
receiving  a  doubtful  and  dccfiiiiig 
ims  of  the  moon,  which  peneinwl 
eaxe  nadtnatie  openincB  in  thewood.  Their 
repcnifdly  iiilerruptedby  felled  treea,  or  ibe 
i^hs  which  had  been  left  on  the  Ktouni  till 
cd  to  make  ihem  inio  fagots  end  bitleta 
inveniencc  and  difficulty  atirnding  ibog 
ons,  the  hrcaihlesa  haxtc  of  the  Urst  put 
outc.  the  cthauBtine  scnsalioQs  of  hope  aod 


BO  much  B.._ . 
■A  was  forred  K 


I  then  to 


of  th( 
with  thia  stranger?' 


said  the  lady— "Rethink  ..    ., 

ncdcrper  and  darker  scheme,  to  sepai 
lyonlv  friend  r 


,  notk 

.. stood  Btill  Lcneaih  the  shadow  of  a  him 

I  old  BDBrled  oak-tree,  and  boih  nnlu rally  looked  baa 

as  bird  ■  to  the  msnsion  which  ihey  had  left  Jithind  them, 

laioti  I  whose  long  dark  front  was  seen  iu  the  gloomy  dJF 

and  I  isnce,  wilh  Its  huge  stacks  of  rhitntie)!!,  tuncla,  acit 

May  I  cloch-house.  Hiring  sboVB  the  line  of  llie  loof.  and 

--      dehnedly  visible  SKainBl  the  pure  azure  blue  of  ibe 

summer  sky.      One  light  only  twinkled   from  ths 

«.i..r«,i^j  .»j  .k..j..»...  .*.Q^  Bnd  il  y;n9  placed  as 

iglimmerfrom  ibegtouDd 


perhaps  from  you-  who  nre  ...,  -.... , 

"  No,  mpdom,  do  noi  suppose  it,  answered  Janet, 
readilyj  "  [he  youth  is  an  honest  youth  in  bis  pur- 
pose to  voui  and  a  friend  to  Master Titssittan,  under 


base,  false,  or  selfish.     He  toraol  himself  whenever 
he  could  be  of  use  id  o'bcrs— .Mas  1  and  how  was  he 

VJith  eager  haste  they  collected  the  few  neceseniim 
which  i[  was  thought  proper  iho  CounlesB  shoidd 
take  wilh  her,  and  which  JancI,  with  speed  and  de.i- 
lerily.  formed  into  n  small  bundle,  not  fDrgeiiing  lo 
add  such  ornaments  of  intrinsic  value  as  come  most 
resdilyinherwnv,  ondpariiculnriy  aeosketolie  ' 
which  she  wieely  judged  might  prove  of  Fern 
some  future  emcrgcno'.    The  CounlcsB  of  Lci< 


fullymade.themoonhadariaenin  the  summer  heaven, 
ffid  all  in  the  mansion  had  betaken  themselves  to 
rest,  or  al  least  to  the  Bilenca  and  retircmcnl  of  their 

There  was  no  difficulty  andcipsled  in  escapina, 
wheihet  from  the  house  or  garden,  provided  only 
they  could  elude  observation.    Anthony  Foeter  had 


iw  that  it  rather  H% 
I  (Vont  of   the  ma 

■indows.    The  Cou.... 

"Hiey  follow  us!"  ehc  Baid,  pointing  out  to  Ja 
the  Ugbt  which  thus  alarmed  her. 

I  —   1  .1 —  1 itress,  Janet  peicei' 

Biauonary,  and  mformrd 
r,  Ihat  Ibe  lif^bT  proceeded  fr 


laird  than  Ti 


IhBllbeliRl 
h  the  alchv 


a  man,  whoae  mixed  fpecchof  earthly  wealth  and 
earihlf  or  superhuman  knowlfdgc, 
does  BO  especially  captivate  my  poc 
spoke  the  good  Mssicr  Holdfonh— i 


should  find  Ilierein  a  practical 
he  said,  'and  their  numhct  is  1 


ha?er 
knew 


might  teeaid  ■ 
'ilhetandmB  hid 
I,  and  therefor, 
Janet  com  man 

^  the  pOBlem-t. ... 

.0  jjie  villafte  at  pleasiu 


cti  owned  the  ponlem-door  of  ihe  park.  ■ 
ahaeouldmj  to  the  village  at  pleat  -  "''— 
UM  tiouw&ald  al&ira,  which  war*  ai 


....  -a 
eg 

nrcr  is  icgion,  wno  will  tsllirai 
listen  to  the  dresmB  of  ibe 
I,  than  lo  the  words  of  bim  by 
)poken.'  And  he  Isriber  in- 
ren,  ihctc  be  many  Zedekiahi 
promiju  yoii  the  light  of  tbor 
ouwill  surrender  lolhcm  ihil 


e  fair  puiiun's  memory 


fnlse  ptonhct  Zedckia 
whom  the  Lord  has 
Bisled — 'Ah,  my  hrptt 

carnal  knowledge,  so 
of  your  heavenly  undersl. 
better  ihsn   the  tyrant  N 
rii^t  cycof  those  who  tvrn 
farther  be  iniositd" 

It  is  uDcertiin  how  long  .... 

might  have  supported  her  ii. , .. 

Master  Holdfonh's  discoureci  but  iheCounless  in- 
icmipled  her,  and  asnutid  her  she  was  bo  miirh 
recovered  that  she  could  now  roach  the  pOBicm  wilh- 
out  iho  necessily  of  a  second  delay. 

'"■"■'  " irdingly,  and  peiformrd  the  s«- 

journey  wilh  more  deliberation, 

.■asily,  ihan  the  first  haBty  com- 

.„,..,.j„.oii..  ThiB  gave  them  leisure  ibr  relleelion : 
nnd  Jsnel  now,  for  the  first  time,  ventured  lo  osi 
hd  lady  which  way  she  proposed  lo  direct  her  Rifth^ 
Recnving  no  immediate  anau  er,— for,  pertiipi,  in  lbs 


rand  pari  ol  the 
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oooAuion  of  her  mind,  thiii  ray  obnottt  nibjecl  of :  rate  mam 


I    hod  r 


e  Counb 


_ TfluluTed  lo  add,  "Probably  lo  your  father's 

botiBe,  where  you  nre  aimorBafpiy  and  protection  T' 
"No,    Janet."   Bud  ihe  Indy,  mourtdully,  "I  left 
Udcota-Hnll  while  tny  hsail  wa>  tifihl  and  my  nanie 
wu  hooourmble,  and  1  will  not  relun  ibilher  til)  my 
Mrd'a  permiaaon  and  public  acknowledxtnent  of  our 
marriane  reaton  me  to  my  native  homa  wilh  all  tbe 
lamkaiKl  faonoar  which  he  has  beatowed  on  me." 
"  And  friiither  will  you,  theik,  madam  1"  said  Jaiiel. 
"To  KenilwoTth,  eirl,''  aaid  the  CoonieM,  boldly 
uul  freelv.     "1  will  Me  tbgie  revela-^tbcaa  princely 
mvals — tba  pnparaiion  br  wbich  mokea  Ihe  land  ring 
bom  njde  to  nde.  Helhinka,  when  the  Queen  of  Eng- 
land faasta  within  my  huaband'a  halla,  tbe  Counlesa 
ot  Leicester  shaotd  M  no  uobeaeeminB  gueal." 

"I  pray  Ood  you  may  be  a  welcome  one  I"  uid 
JaneC  haality. 

"  yini  abuBe  cav  mtuarion,  Janet,"  aaid  ihe  Counl- 
••^  angrilrj  "  and  yon  forget  your  own." 

I  do  neilber,  daanal  madam,"  aajd  the  eonowAzl 
maiden;  "  but  bava  you  forj(otten  thai  the  noble  Eari 
haa  ^en  such  strict  cbamea  to  keep  your  marriage 
■ecret,  thai  ha  may  preaerre  hia  court  fiiiour  >  ond 
can  you  tbink  that  your  eudden  appearance  "•  hia 
caelle,  at  such  a      "   "  .  ■ .    .     . 

will  be  acceptable 

'•Thoulhinkeal  _      ^ 

^       CounteoB ; — "  nay,  lei  go  my  arm,  I  can  walk  with- 

•  out  aid,  and  work  without  counael." 

'  "Bo  not  angn;  with  me,  lady,"  aaid  Janet,  meekly, 

■  *'and  let  me  atill  aupport  you;  the  road  ta  nugh  and 
'      yon  are  little  eccuatomed  lo  walk  in  darknea*. 

*  "if  you  deetn  me  not  ao  mean  u  may  diegnce  my 
'  lioaband,"  aatd  the  Counteas,  in  ihe  same  resentful 
'  tone,  "you  Buppoae  my  Lord  of  Ldceater capable  of 
'       abeliing,  perhaps  of  Riving  aim  and  authority  to,  Ihe 

ba«B  proceedmga  of  your  father  and  Vamey.  wnoae 
errand  I  will  do  lo  the  gpod  Earl." 

"  For  Qod'a  sake,  madam,  spare  my  father  in  your 
report,"  said  Janet  i  "  let  my  acrvicca,  however  poor, 
be  aome  alonemenl  for  hia  errors  1" 

"I  were  most  unjual,  dearest  Janel,  vere  il  othet- 
wiae,"  aaid  tfaeCounlMB,  reauminfi  ai  oncothefonH- 
nees  and  mnfideitce  of  her  manner  towards  ber  faith- 
Ad  atcendenl.  "  No,  Janel,  not  s  word  of  mine  shall 
do  yonr  father  pn^adics.  Bui  Ihou  aeeal,  my  love,  I 
h^Yono  deaire  nit  to  throw  myself  on  my  huaband's 

oteclion.    1  hive  left  ihs  abode  he  assiKned  for  me, 

'■■■     -"any  of  the  peraons  by  whom  I  was 

■unuuiium— uui  i  will  disobey  hia  commanda  in  uo 
olber  particular.  1  will  appeal  to  him  alone— I  will 
be  piolscled  by  him  alone— To  no  other,  than  nt  his 


-lib 


biml" 


plMBure,  ha 


n  lAich  combines  our  hearts  and  our  r 
wdl  see  him,  and  receive  from^his  own  lip 
Ktiona  for  my  lUlure  conduc 
ly  reaolulion,  Janel    


the  I 


11  only  confirm  m 


ble  at  once,  and  bom  my  husband's  own  mouth. 
and  to  seek  htm  at  Kenilwonh  is  the  surest  way  to 

While  Janet  hastily  rarolvsd  in  her  mind  Ihe  diffi- 
eallue  and  unoerlamliea  attendant  on  the  nnfortu- 
nate  lady's  ntuadon,  she  wu  inclined  to  alter  her 
Aral  opunoQ.  and  to  lhiak,upon  the  whole,  ibat  since 
tbs  Cotmleas  had  withdrawn  herself  from  the  relresl 
in  which  ahe  had  been  placed  by  her  husband,  ii  woa 
ber  firat  duly  to  repair  io  bis  presence,  and,  pns- 
isa  him  with  the  reasons  of  such  conduct.  She 
knswiriiat  importance  the  Earl  attachi  '  -    -'  [. 

CCTlment  of  their  marriage,  and  could  i. 

diat  by  taking  any  step  to  make  it  publ  .s 

permission,  the  Countess  would  incur,  !- 

grae,  the  indiRnBlioQ  o(  ber  husband,  d 

to  her  hlher^  house  without  an  cipli  if 

ber  rank,  ber  situation  was  Ukely  greatl  « 

her  characteri  and  if  she  made  such  it 

might  occasion  ao  irreconcilable  bre  n 

huiband.    At  Kenilwonh,  again,  she  m  T 

enisg  with  hsr  husband  bimselfwhom  b 

fiMmstiug  him  more  than  ihe  Counlea  d 

Beapabla  of  being  acceasary  to  the  b*  i- 


tbe  Earl  himself  to  deny  her  justice  and  proiei 
still  at  Kenilwonh,  if  she  chose  to  make  her  wi 
public,  Ihe  Countess  might  have  Treaailian  fo 
advocKie;  and  the  Queen  for  her  jadgs;  torso  i 
Janet  had  learned  in  her  short  conference  wilh  ' 
land.  She  was,  therefore,  on  the  whol&  recoi 
to  her  lady's  prtqmsal  of  ajoing  towards  Kenilw 
and  BO  ei^iasBed  beraeo;  recommending,  how 
to  fhe  Countess  the  ulmosi  caution  in  makmi 

"Hast  thou  thyself  been  cautious,  Janel  1" 
Ihe  Countess;  "  tnia  guide,  in  whom  I  mual  pu 
confidence,  bast  ihou  not  intrusted  (o  him  the  s 
of  my  condition  T" 

"From  me  he  ban  learned  nothing,"  laid  Ji 
"  nor  do  1  ihink  thai  he  knows  more  ilian  wbi 
pubhc  in  general  btlievc  of  your  situation." 

"And  what  isthalT'  said  ihe  lady. 

"That  you  left  your  father's  house— but  I  aha 
lend  you  again  if  I  goon,"  aaid  Janet,  iuterrui 


_.  oved, — mdeedit 

for  1  will  live  with  spollees  (tune,  or  1  shall  cei 
live.— I  am  accounted,  then,  the  paramour  o 

"MoetmaiaayofVsmey,"  aaki  Janet i  "yet 
call  him  only  Ihe  convenient  cloak  of  hia  ma 
pleasuret    ' '*' "■ ■- 


dare  hatdly  even  hint  auapic 


reached 


^chamber  ahould  pi 

low,"  said  the  Coun 
lluBtrions  Dudley  a 
lb  as  Vamey.-Wo 


reluctance  to  , 

ber  failhliil  altendant  under  an  sllempi  at  ]»B 
ness,  "and  against  we  meet  again,  reform  me,  J 
thai  precise  rdfTof  thine  tor  an  open  rahattne  of 
and  aut  work,  that  will  lei  men  see  thou  hast  i 
neck;  and  ihat  liirile  of  Philippine  chency,  wiih 
bugle  lace  which  befils  only  a  chambermaid, 
three-piled  velvet  and  cloth  of  gold— ihou  will 
plenty  of  alutTs  in  my  chamber,  and  I  freely  be 
ihem  on  you.  Thou  mual  be  brave,  Janet; 
though  thou  an  now  but  the  attendant  of  a 
tressed  and  erranl  ladv,  who  ia  both  nameless 
fameless,  yet,  when  we  meet  again,  thou  mui 
dressed  as  becomes  the  gentlewoman  nearest  m 
■nH  in  Bi<rvin<  to  the  first  Counlces  in  Fngland 
God  grant  it,  desr  lady  I"  said  Ji 
may  go  .with  Rsyer  apparel,  bul 
vear  our  kirlles  over  hghier  hear! 
the  lock  of  the  poatem-door  had, 
some  Barn  wrenching,  yieldal  to  Ihe  master- 
and  the  Countess,  not  withint  miemal  sbuddi 
aaw  herself  beyond  the  walls  which  her  husbi 

ly  of  her  walks.  Waiting  wilh  much  aoaiet' 
their  appearance,  Wayland  Smilb  stood  at  eqmi 
lance.  shrouJing  himaelf  behind  a  hedge  which 
dered  the  hieh-rgad. 
"Is  all  9afeT*Baid  Jan 


By'lfis  ti 


apfiroi 


o  him,  anxiously,  i 


replied:  "but  Ihave  been  unableto 
_      _  for  the  lady.     Giles  Goafing.  thecov 

ly  hiUing,  refused  me  One  on  any  lerms  wbaii 
lest,  forsoolh,  he  should  sufTer— but  no  matter, 
must  ride  on  mv  psl&ey,  and  I  must  walk  by  hei 
until  I  come  by  another  horse,  'Hwrs  wdl  h 
p<inuiC|  if  you,  pretty  Uiatreaa  Janet,  tbrgst  no 
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"  No  more  than  the  wi«o  widow  of  Tekoa  forgot 
the  words  which  Joab  put  into  her  mouth," .  answer- 
ed Janet.    "  To-morrow,  I  aay  that  my  lady  la  unable 

"Ayi  and  that  she  hath  aching  and  heavineesof 
the  head— a  throbbing  at  the  heart,  and  lists  not  to 
be  disturbed.— Pear  not;  they  will  take  the  hint,  and 
trouble  thee  with  few  questions— they  understand 
the  disease." 

"But,"  said  the  lady,  "my  absence  must  be  soon 
discovered,  and  they  will  murder  her  in  revenge.— I 
will  rather  return  than  expose  her  to  such  danger." 

"  Be  at  ease  on  my  account,  madam,"  said  Janet; 
"  I  would  you  were  as  sure  of  receiving  the  favour  you 
desire  from  those  to  whom  you  must  make  api^I,  as 
I  am  that  my  father,  however  angry,  will  suffer  no 
harm  to  befall  me."  ^  .   *„,    ,      , 

The  Coimtess  was  now  placo^  by  Wayland  upon 
bis  horse,  around  the  saddle  of  which  he  nad  placed 
bis  cloak,  so  folded  as  to  make  her  a  commodious 
seat. 

■*'  Adieu,  and  may  the  blessing  of  Grod  wend  with 
you!"  saiid  Janet,  again  kissing  ner  mistress's  hand, 
whoretumed  her  benediction  with  a  mute  caress. 
They  then  tore  themselves  asunder,  and  Janet,  ad- 
dressing Wayland,  exclaimed,  "May  Heaven  deal 
with  you  at  vour  need,  as  vou  are  true  or  false  to  this 
most  injured  and  most  helpless  lady !" 

"Amen!  dearest  Janet,"  repUed  Wayland ;—" and 
believe  me,  I  virill  so  acquit  myself  of  my  trust,  as  may 
tempt  even  your  pretty  eyes,  saintlike  as  they  are,  to 
look  less  soomfully  on  me  when  we  next  meet" 

The  latter  part  of  this  adieu  was  whispered  into  Ja- 
net's ear ;  and,  although  she  made  no  reply  to  it  di- 
rectly, yet  her  manner,  influenced  no  doubt  by  her 
desire  to  leave  every  motive  in  force  which  could  ope- 
rate towards  her  mistress's  safety,  did  not  discourage 
Ihe  hope  which  Wayland' s  words  expressed.  She 
re-entered  the  postern-door,  and  locked  it  behind  her, 
while,  Wayland  taking  the  horse's  bridle  in  his  hand, 
and  walking  close  by  its  head,  they  began  in  silence 
their  dubious  and  moonlight  journey. 

Although  Wayland  Smith  used  the  utmost  dispatch 
which  he  could  make,  yet  this  mode  of  travelling  was 
so  slow,  that  when  morning  began  to  dawn  through 
the  eastern  mist,  he  found  himself  no  farther  than 
about  ten  miles  distant  from  Cumnor.  "Now,  a 
plague  upon  all  smooth-spoken  hosts !"  said  Way- 
land,  unable  longer  to  suppress  his  mortification  and 
uneasiness.  "  Had  the  false  loon,  Giles  Gosling,  but 
told  me  plainly  two  days  since,  that  I  was  to  reckon 
nought  upon  nim,  I  had  shifted  better  for  mirself. 
But  your  hosts  have  such  a  custom  of  promising 
whatever  is  called  for,  that  it  is  not  till  the  steed  is  to 
be  shod  you  find  they  are  out  of  iron.  Had  I  but 
known,  I  could  have  made  twenty  shifts;  nay,  for 
that  matter,  and  in  so  good  a  cause,  I  would  have 
thought  little  to  have  prigged  a  prancer  from  the  next 
common — it  had  but  oeen  sending  back  the  brute  to 
the  headborough.  The  farcy  and  the  founders  con- 
found every  horse  in  the  stables  of  the  Black  Bear!" 

The  lady  endeavoured  to  comfort  her  guide,  ob- 
terving,  that  the  dawn  would  enable  him  to  make 
more  speed. 

"  True,  madam,"  he  replied ;  "  but  then  it  will  ena- 
ble other  folk  to  take  note  of  us,  and  that  may  prove 
an  lU  beginning  of  our  journey.  I  had  not  cared  a 
■paiii  from  anvil  about  the  matter,  had  we  been  far- 
mer advanced  on  our  way.  But  this  Berkshire  has 
bien  notoriously  haunted  ever  since  I  knew  the  coun- 
try, with  that  sort  of  malicious  dves,  who  sit  up  lati; 
and  rise  early,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  pry  into 
Other  folk's  affairs.  I  have  been  endangered  by  them 
ere  now.  But  do  not  fear,"  he  added,  "sood  madam ; 
ibr  wit,  meeting  with  opportunity, ^vill  not  miss  to 
find  a  salve  for  every  sore." 

The  alarms  of  her  guide  made  more  impression  on 
the  Countess's  mind- than  the  comfort  which  he 
judged  fit  to  administer  along  with  it.  She  looked 
anxiously  around  her,  and  as  the  shadows  withdrew 
from  the  landscape,  and  the  heightening  glow  of  the 
eastern  sky  promised  the  speedy  rise  oi  the  sun,  ex- 
pected at  every  turn  that  the  increasing  light  would 
fispoee  them  to  the  view  of  the  vengeful  purauersi  or 


present  some  dangwoits  and  tnennmnrntable 
cle  to  the  prosecution  of  their  journey.    Wai 
Smith  perceived  her  uneasinMS,  and,  disoleaae 
himself  for  having  given  her  cause  of  alarm, 
on  with  affected  alacnty,  now  talking  to  the  bor»e 
one  expert  in  the  language  of  the  stable,  now  ^ 
ling  to  nimself  low  aiid  interrupted  snatches  of 
and  now  assuring  the  lady  there  was  no 
while  at  the  same  time  he  looked  sharply 
see  that  there  was  nothing  in  sight,  which  mKbt  | 
the  lie  to  his  words  while  they  were  issmiig  finom 
mouth.  Thus  did  they  joum^  on,  until  an  unex] 
ed  uicident  f^ve  them  the  means  of  continuiiis 
pilgrimage  with  more  speed  and  convenieaceu 


CHAPTER   XXIV. 

Rkkard.    A  hone  i— a  horae !— mjr  kinfdora  fbr  a 

Cauabf.    My  lord,  I'll  help  70a  Co  a  Imrm. 

JtfcAartf  m 

Oua  travelloa  were  in  the  act  of  passini^  a  aanal 
thicket  of  trees  close  by  the  roadside,  when  the  firat 
living  being  presented  nimself  whom  they  had  wtok 
since  their  departure  from  Cumnor-PIace.  Tliis  wai 
a  stupid  lout,  seemingly  a  farmer's  boy,  in  a  gray  jer^ 
kin,  with  his  head  bare,  his  hose  about  hie  heela,  ani 
huge  startups  upon  his  feet.  He  held  bj  the  bfidis 
what  of  all  things  they  most  wanted,  a  pal^ey,  Daii»> 
ly,  with  a  side-saddle,  and  all  other  ganutore  for  a 
woman's  motmting;  and  he  hailed  Wayland  SmiA 
"  Zur,  ye  be  zuro  the  partv  ?" 

*'  .4y,  that  I  be,  my  lac|,'^  answered  Wayland,  with- 
out an  instant^a  hesitatioi^ ;  and  ti  must  be  owned 
that  consciences,  trained  m  a  atiicter  school  of  mo- 
rality, might  have  given  way  to  an  occasion  so  tempt- 
ing. While  he  spoke,  he  can^t  the  rem  ont  of  me 
boy's  hand,  and  almost  at  the  same  time  helped  dowe 
the  Countess  from  his  own  horse,  and  aided  het  10 
mount  on  that  which  chance  had  thus  presented  for 
her  acceptance.  Indeed,  so  naturaDy  aid  the  whole 
take  place,  that  the  Countess,  as  it  nAerwards  ap- 
peared, never  suspected  but  that  the  horsie  had  bea 
placed  there  to  meet  them  by  the  precaution  of  the 
guide,  or  some  of  his  friends. 

The  lad,  however,  who  was  thus  hastilT  diepoe- 
sessed  of  ms  charge^  b^gan  to  stare  hard,  and  scratdi 
his  head,  os  if  seized  wiui  some  qualms  of  oonacknce 
for  delivering  up  the  animal  on  such  brief  explana- 
tion.—" I  be  right  «ure  thou  be'st  the  party,"  saki  b*. 
muttering  to  hunssl£  "but  thou  shouloM  ha  xsd 
Beans,  thou  knaVei." 

"Ay,  ay,"  said  Wayland,  speaking  at 
"and  thou  Bacoii,  thou  know  at." 


was 


Noa,  noa,"  said  the  lad;  "bale ye — bide 
\  Peas  a  snoiUd  ha  said." 


"  Well,  well."  answered  Wayland.  **  peas  be  it, 
a  Gnd's  name  I  though  bacon  were  the  better 
word." 

And  hemg  by  this  time  mounted  on  his  own  I , 

he  caught  the  rein  of  the  palfrey  from  the  unoert^ 
hold  01  the  hesitating  young  boor,  fiunfi^  him  a  tmwH 
piece  of  money,  and  made  amends  for  lost  tin»e  by 
riding  briskly  on  without  farther  parley.  The  lad  waa 
still  visible  from  the  hill  up  which  they  were  ridine, 
and  Wayland.  as  he  looked  back,  beheld  him  ataao- 
ing  with  his  fingers  in  his  hair  as  immoveable  as  a 
guide-post,  and  his  head  turned  m  the  directioD  in 
which  they  were  escaping  from  him.  At  length,  just 
as  they  topped  the  hill,  he  saw  the  clown  stoop  to 
lift  up  the  Silver  groat  which  his  benevolence  hadHo 
parted.—"  Now  this  is  what  I  call  a  Godsend,' 
Wayland :  "  this  is  a  bonny  well-ridden  bit  of  a  1 
thing,  ana  it  will  carry  us  so  far  till  we  get  yon  as 
well  mounted,  and  then  we  will  send  it  oack 
enough  to  satisfy  the  Hue  and  Cry." 

But  he  was  deceived  in  his  expectationa;  and , 

which  seemed  at  firet  to  promise  so  fairly,  soon  threat- 
ened to  tura  the  incident,  which  he  thna  glcMied  in, 
into  the  cause  of  their  utter  ruin. 

They  had  not  ridden  a  short  mile  from  the  placs 
where  they  left  the  lad,  before  they  heard  a  man's 
voice  shouting  on  the  wind  behind  them,  "Robbarr! 
robbery!— Stop  thief!"  and  similar  ezclamatiofka^ 
which  Waylaiid'a  conadence  readily  aastnad  ' 
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tawhiehhebtdbetn 

Lvlife,"  he 

— ,  ..aylsnd,  mBny  a  lime  ihy  faOier  said 
would  be  the  deilb  o(  Ihn.    Were  I  once 


"I  bad  beUOT  hive  goat  barefoot  all 
Midi  "il  it  (^  Hue  and  Cry,  and  I  am 

&!  Waylind,  Wnylsad,  many  a  lime  ihy  fatlii 
■s-fleeh  woul-"  '■•■'-■  <-• 

■afe  among  ihi   ._   ,   _. 

Turnball  Sireei.  they  should  have  leave  1o  bans  me 
uhish  as  St.  Paul'a,  if  I  e'er  niajdjed  more  wilh  no- 
ble*, knigh  IB,  or  geiiilKwomen !" 

Amidai  tbeeo  dienial  rcflecuons,  ha  lunied  hia  head 
repeatedly  lo  eee  by  whom  he  was  chased,  and  was 
DUHdi  comforted  when  he  could  only  diacover-BBingla 

after  them  at  a  apeed  which  left  them  no  chance  of 
McapioK,  even  had  ilie  lady's  atrencth  permitted  her 
to  ride  as  fast  ob  her  palfrey  might  have  been  able  to 


'"Aera  may  be  fair  play  belwlil  us, 
Wayland,  "  where  there  ia  but  one  m« 
and  yonder  fellow  sila  on  hia  horse  m 


nal of  a 


lo  the  worst, 
ui,  Diiailsl  I  think 
sown  hand,  for  he 

er  from  AbuiRdoii, 
:ed  eye  of  Wayland 


Even  BO  it  was,  aa  the  experience 

had  deiciied  at  a  distance.    For  the  _ „ 

horse,  which  was  n  beast  of  maltlo,  feeling  hinieelf 
■nil  lo  hia  apeed,  and  discenunK  a  couple  of  hotaea 
tidinK  fast,  at  aoroe  hundred  yards'  distance  before 
him,  betook  himself  to  the  road  with  auch  alacrity, 
as  totally  deranged  (he  seal  of  his  rider,  who  not  only 
came  up  with,  but  passed.at  tail  gallop,  those  wham 
be  had  been  pursuing,  pulling  the  reins  with  all  his 
might,  and  ejaculating,  "Slupl  slop!"  an  interjec- 
.!__..  u;_L   _        -'  rather  lo  regard  his  own  palfrey, 


Ihan%-h"t  X 


rncall' 


•r  lo  regard  h 
'the  chase," 


trarellars,  adjusting,  as  well  aa  he  could,  his  disor- 
dered dress,  resciiling  himself  in  the  aoddle.  and  en- 
deavouritig  to  aubsLilute  a  bold  and  martial  frown, 
for  the  confuaian  and  dismay  which  sate  upon  hia 
visage  during  his  involuniary  career. 

^ylond  had  ju;i  rime  lo  cauiion  the  lady  not  lobe 
alarmed,  ailditig, "  this  fellow  U  a  gull,  and  I  will  use 
him  as  such," 

When  ih**  mj,rrpr  hitA  mvtv^ml  hmiih  and  niiclaciiv 
CDOUgh  to 


hath  Jumped  out  of  the  ahat-wiidow  of  old  Gaflit 
■rhaiiham's  gnugei  and  lo  ye,  yonder  aha  ataufiit 
the  place  wberasbeanould  have  met  the  palfrw,  with 
her  camlei  ridinp-cloak,  and  ivory  handled  wtup,!^ 
apictujBof  Lol'awife  I  pray  you,  in  good  tsniw,  IK 
me  have  back  the  pal&By.'' 

"  Grieved  am  I,'  aaid  Wayluid.  "  aa  much  for  the 
fair  damsel,  as  for  thee,  most  noble  imp  of  muaGn. 
But  vows  must  have  their  course— ihoa  wilt  find  lb* 

ralfrcy  at  the  Angel  yonder  at  Donningion.    It  is  all 
may  do  for  thee,  with  a  safe  conscience." 
"To  the  devil  with  thy  consciencel"  aaid  ihs  dia- 
maycd  mercer—"  Wouldat  thou  have  a  bride  walk  to 


tlheni 


pallVe]'. 


iiighwayll  ITien  out,  Ei 
of  Pt — 

ind  help.and  hue  and  cry.eveiylr 
ercer,    I  am  withstood  m  aeckini 


id  delivi 
resa,  that  dire  blows  must  dccids  I 


"Thou  ■wear'et  ihy  gods  in  vain,  foul  paynim,"  said 
Wayland.  "for  I  will  ihrough  with   mii 
weredealbal  theendon't.   Neve 
fUsc  man  of  frail  cambncond  fer 
even  the  pedler,  whom  thou  dids.  . 
HaJden-castle- moor,  and  despoil  of 
Kire  betake  thee  to  thy  weapons  proscnily. 

"I  spoke  but  in  jeat  man,"  said  Goldthl 


1  ahopketq 


id  Goldthred;  ' 
m  behind  n  hedge." 


"Then  by  my  faith,  — -    -., 

sweied  Wayland,  "1  am  sorry  for  my  vow,  wh 
wa^  that  whenever  I  met  thee,  I  would  dcspod  ll 
of  thy  palfrey,  and  bestow  it  upon  my  leman,  unl 
thou  couldai  dcfciid  it  by  blows  of  force.  But 
TOW  is  psBscd  and  registered — and  all  I  can  do 
thee,  is  to  leave  the  horse  at  Donnington,  inthone 
eM  hoetlery." 

"But  I  lell  thee,  friend,"  said  tho  meicer,  itw 
very  horso  on  which  I  was  this  day  to  carry  Ji 
■niackhain,  of  Shotteabrok,  sa  far  as  die  pari 
church  yonder,  to  become  Dame  Qoldlhred.    ! 


so  good  morrow  to  you— and  well  nailed,"  handed, 
riding  on  cheerfully  with  the  lady,  while  the  dis- 
countenanced mercer  rode  back  much  slower  than 
ho  came,  pondering  what  eicuse  he  should  make  to 
the  diseppoinicd  bride,  who  siood  waiting  for  her  gal- 
lant groom  in  the  midai  of  the  kina'a  highway. 

"Melhoughl,"  said .ihe  lady,  as  ihey  roueon,  "yon- 
der fool  Blsred  at  me,  as  tf  he  had  some  remem- 
brance of  me;  yet  I  kept  my  muffler  ss  high  as  I 

""■^f'l  thought  eo,"  said  Wayland,  "I  would  rida 
back,  and  cut  him  over  the  pate— ihero  woidd  be  no 
fear  of  harming  his  brains,  [or  he  never  had  ao  much 
as  would  make  pap  to  a  sucking  gosling.  We  must 
now  push  on,  however,  and  at  Donnington  wo  will 
leave  the  oaf'a  horse,  that  he  may  have  no  fnrthei 

ich  a  change  of  shape  as  may  baffle  his  pursuit,  if 

The  Iravelleia  reached  Oonninglon  without  farlber 
-.arn,  where  it  became  mailer  of  neceedly  that  Uu 
Couniesa  should  enjoy  two  or  three  hours'  reposa 
during  which  Wsyland  disposed  himBelt  wiih  equal 
address  and  alacrity,  to  catry  through  those  mea- 
sures on  which  the  safety  of  Iheir  future  jaumey 
seemed  to  depend. 

Exchanging  his  pedler's  gaberdine  for  a  smock- 
frock,  he  carried  the  palfrey  of  Goldihred  to  lbs 
Angel  Inn,  which  wae  at  the  other  end  of  tho  villsga 
from   that  where  our  iravelicrs  hod  laken  up  thor 


19  dehvered  to  him 


'"I'Ke ' 


Having  made  Ihie 
■eslilution.  Wa  viand 

Eirel  for  ine  lady,  ai 
Dth  the  appearance 


enough  for  a  lady's 

penses,  he  htul  been 
by  Tiessilian.  Jndl 
ess  had  been  rebesh 


KENILWORTH. 
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nl  hoort,  th^  wwmed  thjwr  journey,  mth  the  pur- 
poee  of  making  the  beet  of  thar  way  to  Kemlwprth, 
byCoventry  and  Warwick.  Tfiey  were  not,  how- 
erer,  destined  to  travel  far,  without  meettng  some 
OMise  of  apprehension.  ,.   i     ji  _j    r^u 

It  is  necessary  to  premise,  that  the  lanoiord  ot  ti» 
inn  had  informed  them,  that  a  jovial  party,  intended, 
as  he  understood,  to  present  some  of  the  masgues  or 
mummeries,  which  made  a  part  of  tlie  eniertammemt 
with  which  the  Queen  was  usually  welcomed  on  the 
royal  Progresses,  had  left  the  village  of  Donningtun 
■B  hour  or  two  before  them,  in  oraer  to  oroceed  to 
Kenilworth.  Now  it  had  occurred  to  Wayiand,  that, 
by  attaching  themselves  in  some  sort  to  this  group, 
as  soon  as  they  should  overtake  them  on  the  road, 
diey  would  be  less  likely  to  attract  notice,  than  if 
they  continued  to  travel  entirely  by  themselves.  He 
communicated  his  idea  to  the  Countess,  who,  only 
anxious  to  arrive  at  Kenilworth  without  interruption, 
left  him  free  to  choose  the  manner  in  which  this  was 
to  be  accomphshed.  They  pressed  forward  their 
horses,  thereiore.  with  the  purpose  of  overtaking  the 
party  of  intended  revellers,  and  making  the  journey 
m  their  company  j  and  had  just  seen  the  httle  party, 
consisting  partly  of  riders,  partly  of  people  on  foot, 
croasinz  the  summit  of  a  gentle  hill,  at  about  half  a 
mile  s  distance,  and  disappeating  on  the  other  side, 
when  Wayiand,  who  maintained  the  most  circum- 
spect observation  of  all  that  met  his  eye  in  every 
OTOCtion,  was  aware  that  a  rider  was  coming  up 
behind  them  on  a  horse  of  uncommon  action,  accom- 
panied by  a  serving-man,  whose  utmost  efibrts  were 
unable  to  keep  up  with  his  master's  trotting  hackney, 
and  who,  thcrerore,  was  fain  to  follow  him  at  a  hand 
gallop.  Wayiand  looked  anxiously  back  at  these 
horsemen,  became  considerably  distuihed  in  his  man- 
ner, looked  back  a^ain,  and  became  pale,  as  he  said 
to  the  lady—"  That  is  Richard  Vame/s  trotting  geld- 
ing—I would  know  him  among  a  thousand  nags— 
this  is  a  worse  business  than  meeting  the  mercer. ' 

"Draw  your  sword,"  answered  the  lady,  "and 
pierce  my  bosom  with  it,  rather  than  I  should  fall 
into  his  hands !" 

"  I  would  rather  by  a  thousand  times,"  answered 
Wayiand,  "pass  it  through  his  body,  or  even  mine 
own.  But  to  say  truth,  fighting  is  not  my  best  point, 
though  I  can  look  on  cold  iron  like  another,  when 
needs  must  be.  And,  indeed,  as  for  my  sword, — 
(put  on,  I  pray  you) — ^it  is  a  poor  Provant  rapier,  and 
1  warrant  you  ne  has  a  special  Toledo.  He  has  a 
serving- man,  too,  and  I  thmk  it  is  the  drunken  ruf- 
fian Lamboume,  upon  the  horse  on  which  men  say— 
(I  pray  you  heartily  to  put  on) — he  did  the  great  rob- 
bery of  the  west  country  grazier.  It  is  not  that  I 
fear  either  Vamey  or  Lambourne  in  a  good  cause— 
(your  palfrey  will  go  yet  faster  if  you  urge  him) — But 
yet— (nay,  ipray  you  let  him  not  break  off  into  the 
gallop,  lest  they  should  see  we  fear  them,  and  give 
chase — keep  him  only  at  the  full  trot) — But  yet,  though 
I  fear  them  not,  I  would  we  were  well  rid  of  them, 
and  that  rather  by  policy  than  by  violence.  Could  we 
once  reach  the  party  before  us,  we  may  herd  among 
them,  and  pass  unooservcd,  unless  Vamey  be  really 
come  in  express  pursuit  of  us,  and  then,  happy  man 
be  his  dole !" 

While  he  thus  spoke,  he  alternately  urged  and  re- 
strained his  horse,  desirous  to  maintain  the  fleetest 
pace  that  was  consistent  with  the  idea  of  an  ordinary 
journey  on  the  road,  but  to  avoid  such  rapidity  of 
movement  as  might  give  rise  to  susjncion  that  they 
were  flying. 

At  such  a  pace,  they  ascended  the  gentle  hill  we 
have  mentioned,  and,  looking  from  the  top.  had  the 
pleasure  to  see  that  the  party  which  had  left  Don- 
nington  before  them,  were  in  the  little  valley  or  bot- 
tom on  the  other  sidk  where  the  road  was  traversed 
by,  a  rivulet,  beside  which  was  a  cottage  or  two.  In 
mis  place  they  seemed  to  have  made  a  pause,  which 
Ijave  Wayiand  the  hope  of  joining  them,  and  becom- 
ing *  part  of  their  company,  ere  Vamey  should  over- 
take them.  .He  was  the  more  anxious,  as  his  com- 
pamon,  though  she  made  no  complaints,  and  express- 
•iP.3*®?''»  began  to  look  so  deadly  pale,  that  he  was 
she  might  drop  from  her  horsa    Notwith- 


sunding  this  ■ynptom  of  deeajiBg  stnogtk,  ahe 
pulled  on  her  palfrey  so  bnskly,  that  they  jomed  tbe 
party  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  ere  Vamey  appear- 
ed on  the  top  of  the  gentle  eminoioe  which  they  had 
descended. 

They  found  the  company  to  which  they  meant  to 
associate  themselves,  in  great  disorder.  The  womeo, 
with  dishevelled  locks,  and  looks  of  great  importanee, 
ran  in  and  out  of  one  of  the  cottages,  and  the  moi 
stood  around  holding  the  horses,  and  looking  aflly 
enough,  as  is  usual  in  cases  where  their  aaastance  ts 
not  wanted. 

Wayiand  and  his  charge  paused,  as  if  <Mit  of  caar 
osity,  and  then  gradually,  without  making  any  in- 
quines.  or  being  asked  any  questions,  they  mmgwd 
wid^  the  group,  as  if  they  had  always  made  part 
of  it. 

They  had  not  stood  thera  above  five  nmmtei^ 
anxiously  keeping  as  much  to  the  nde  oi  the  road  as 
possible,  so  as  to  place  the  other  treveUersL  betwixt 
them  and  Vamey,  when  Lord  Leicester's  master 
of  the  horse,  followed  by  Lamboume,  came  riding 
fiercely  down  the  hill,  their  horses'  flanks  and  the 
rowels  of  their  spun  showingbloody  tokens  of  the 
rate  at  which  they  travelled.  The  appearance  of  the 
stationary  group  around  the  cottages,  wearing  their 
buckram  suits  in  order  to  protect  meir  masqnifl^ 
dresses,  having  their  light  cart  for  transporting  theff 
scenery,  and  carrying  various  fantastic  properties  in 
their  hands  for  the  more  easy  conveyance,  let  the 
ridera  at  once  into  the  character  and  purpose  of  the 
company. 

"You  are  revellers,"  said  Vamey,  "designing  for 
Kenilworth  1" 

^^Recte  guidem^  Domine  apectatigwnu^"  answered 
one  of  the  party. 

"  And  why  the  devil  stand  you  here,"  said  Vamey, 
"  when  your  utmost  diroatch  will  but  bring  3roa  to 
Kenilworth  in  time?  'The  ^ueen  dmes  at  Warwfck 
to-morrow,  and  you  loiter  here,  ye  knaves  P' 

"In  very  truth,  sir."  said  a  little  dimmutive  urchiB, 
wearing  a  vizard  with  a  couple  of  q>roating  horns  of 
an  elegant  scarlet  hue,  having,  moreover,  a  black 
serge  lerkin  drawn  close  to  his  body  by  lacing,  gar- 
nished with  red  stockings,  and  shoes  so  shaped  as  to 
resemble  cloven  feet,— ^' In  very  truth,  sir,  and  yon 
are  in  the  right  on't.  It  is  my  father  the  Devil,  who, 
being  taken  in  labour,  has  ddayed  wa  preset  pfor- 
pose,  by  increasing  our  company  widi  an  imp  too 
mamr." 

"The  devil  he  has  I"   answered  Vamey,  wboae 


the 


lau^,  however,  never  exceeded  a  sarcastic  smile 

'It  is  even  as  the  juvenal  hath  said,"  added 
masquer  who  spoke  first ;  "our  major  devil— for  this 
is  but  our. minor  one— is  even  now  at  Lmnxna  ftr 
apeniy  within  that  very  UiguriwmJ^ 

"By  Saint  G^rge,  or  rather  by  the  Dragon,  who 
may  be  a  kinsman  of  the  fiend  in  the  straw,  a  most 
comical  chance !"  said  Vamey.  "  How  sayest  thoo, 
Lamboume,  wilt  thou  stand  godfather  for  the  nonoe'? 
—if  the  devil  were  to  choose  a  gossip,  I  know  no 
one  more  fit  for  the  office." 

"  Saving  always  when  my  bettera  are  in  presence,*' 
said  Lamboume,  with  the  civil  impudence  of  a  ser- 
vant who  knows  his  services  to  be  so  indispensable^ 
that  his  jest  will  be  permitted  to  pass  muster. 

"  And  what  is  the  name  of  this  devil,  or  deviTa 
dam,  who  has  timed  her  tums  so  strangelyT"  said 
Vamey.  "  We  can  ill  afford  to  spare  any  of  our 
actore." 

"  GawUt  nomine  StbylUBt"  saki  the  firet  speaker, 
"  she  is  called  Sibyl  Laneham,  wife  of  Master  Rkli> 
ard  Laneham" 

"  Clerk  to  the  Council-chamber  door,"  said  Vn^ 
ney ;  "  why,  she  is  inexcusable,  having  had  expeti 
ence  how  to  have  ordered  her  mattera  better.  Bat 
who  were  those,  a  man  and  a  woman,  I  think,  idie 
rode  so  hastily  up  the  hill  before  me  even  now  1— do 
they  belong  to  your  company  7" 

Wayiand  was  about  to  hazard  a  reply  to  this  alann- 
ing  inquiry,  when  the  little  diablotin  again  thrust  in 
his  oar. 

"  So  please  you,"  he  said,  coining  cloae  up  to  Var» 
ney,  and  speaking  so  as  not  to  be  overiiaaid  by  hm 
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be ofoad,  when  a  dusiimy  of  hm  BMrter't  talanti  wm 
reqiured.  The  new  comers  were  itiviled  to  parta£# 
of  the  refreehmenu  with  which  tl^  party  were 

Tided;  and  it  was  with  some  difficulty;  that  Wayi 

Smith  obtained  an  opportunity  of  being  apart  wii 
his  supposed  sister  dunng  the  meal,  of  whicE  interv_« 
he  availed  himself  to  entreat  her  to  forget  for  th« 
present  both  her  rank  and  her  sorrows,  and  condfr* 
scend,  as  the  most  probable  chance  o(  remaining 
concealed,  to  mix  in  the  society  of  those  with  whom 
she  was  to  traveL 

The  Countess  allowed  the  necessity  of  the  CM^ 
and  when  they  resumed  their  journey,  endeaTOuraJ 
to  comply  with  her  guide's  advice,  by  addressing  her* 
self  to  a  female  near  her,  and  expressing  her  concern 
for  the  woman  whom  they  were  thus  obliged  to  Imym 
behind  them. 

"  O,  she  is  well  attended,  madam,"  rq>lied  thedama 
whom  she  addressed,  who.  from  her  joUy  and  1  Agh- 
ter-loving  demeanour,  might  have  been  me  very  em* 
blemof  the  Wife  of  Bath;  *' and  my  goasip  Lanefaaa 
thinks  as  little  of  these  matters  as  any  one.  By  the 
ninth  day,  an  the  revels  last  so  lon|L  we  shalt  navf 
her  with  us  at  Kenil worth,  even  if  she  diould  travw 
with  her  bantling  on  her  back." 

There  was  something  in  this  speech  whick  took 
away  all  desire  on  the  Countess  of  Leicester's  part 
to  continue  the  conversation ;  but  having  broken  the 
charm  by  speaking  to  her  fellow- travcdler  first,  the 
^ood  dame,  who  was  to  play  Rare  Gillian  of  Croydon, 
m  one  of  the  interludes,  took  care  that  silence  did  not 
again  settle  on  the  louiney.  but  entertained  her  mute 
companion  with  a  thousand  anecdotes  of  revels,  from 
the  dsys  of  King  Harry  downwards,  with  the  recep- 
tion given  them  Dy  the  great  folk,  and  all  the  names 


t«i 


Qompaiuonsi  '*  the  man  waa  our  devil  miJpr,  who 
has  tricks  enough  to  supply  the  lack  of  a  nundred 
each  as  Dame  Laneham ;  and  the  woman—if  you 
please,  is  the  sage  person  whose  assistance  is  moat 
particularly  necessary  to  our  distressed  comrade." 

"  Oh,  what,  you  have  got  the  wise  woman,  then  ?" 
aaid  Yamey.  Why,  truly,  she  rode  like  one  bound 
to  a  place  where  she  was  needed— And  vou  have  a 

Ssre  limb  of  Satan,  besides,  to  supply  the  place  of 
[stress  Laneham  1" 

"  Ay,  sir,'^  said  the  boy,  "  they  are  not  so  scarce  in 
this  world  as  your  honours  virtuous  eminence  would 
auiMpose— This  master-fiend  shall  spit  a  few  flashes 
of  are,  and  enict  a  volume  or  two  of  smoke  on  the 
apot,  if  it  will  do  you  pleasure— you  would  think  he 
had  iEma  in  his  abdomen." 

"  I  lack  time  just  now,  most  hopefiii  imp  of  dark- 
ness, to  witness  his  performance,"  said  Vamev ; 
"  but  hcffe  is  something  for  you  all  to  drink  the  lucky 
hour— and  so,  as  the  play  says,  '  God  be  with  your 
labour!'" 

Thus  speaking,  he  struck  his  horse  with  the  spurs, 
and  rode  on  his  way. 

Lamboume  tarried  a  moment  or  two  behind  hia 
master,  and  rummsged  his  pouch  for  a  piece  of  nlver, 
which  he  bestowed  on  the  communicative  imp,  as  he 
said,  for  his  encouragement  on  his  path  to  the  infer- 
nal regiona,  some  ^arks  of  whose  fire,  he  said  he 
could  discover  flashing  from  him  alrrady.  Then 
having  received  the  boy's  thanks  for  his  generosity, 
he  alao  spurred  his  hors&  and  rode  after  his  master 
as  faat  as  the  fire  flashes  nom  flint. 

"  And  now,"  said  the  wily  imp,  sideling  cloee  up 
to  Wayland's  horse,  and  cutting  a  gambol  m  the  air, 

which  seemed  to  vindicate  his  tiue  to  relationship  with  ^ ^. ^ .,  ^  ^.. ^ 

the  prince  of  that  element.  *'I  have  told  them  who" of  those  who  played  the  principal  charactera;  but 
ycm  are,  do  you  in  return  tell  me  who  /  am  V*  ever  concluding  wiik  "  they  would  be  nothing  to  the 

""' '     "  "  '      '  •■  •      "  ••«.a>A«««i  iv.vUn^  Q>»:«k     princely  pleasures  of  Kenilvirorth." 

"  Ajid  when  shall  we  reach  Kenilworth  7"  saxi 
the  Countess,  with  an  agitation  which  she  in  viin 
attempted  to  conoeaL 

"  We  that  have  horses  may.  with  late  riding  get 
to  Warwick  to-night^  and  Kenilworth  may  be  distant 
some  four  or  five  nules,— but  then  we  must  wsit  tiu 
the  foot-people  come  up;  although  it  is  like  my  ^ooa 
Lord  of  Leicester  will  have  horses  or  light  carrugea 
'  meet  theni;  and  bring  them  up  without  beipg  tra- 
toiled,  which  last  is  no  good  preparation,  as  you 
y  mippose,  for  dancing  oefore  your  betters— And 
yet,  Bbnlhelp  me,  I  have  seen  the  day  I  would  have 
tramped  five  leagues  of  lea-land^  and  turned  on  my 
toe  the  whole  evening  after,  as  a  jiucgler  spins  a  pew- 
ter platter  on  the  point  of  a  needle.  Biit  sge  hae 
clawed  me  somewhat  in  his  clutch,  as  the  song  says  t 
though,  if  I  like  the,  tune  and  like  my  partner,  Vu 
dance  the  hays  yet  with  any  merry  lass  in  Warwick- 
shire, that  writes  that  unhappy  figure  four  with  a 
round  O  after  it." 

If  the  Countess  was  overwhelmed  with  the  garru- 
lity of  this  good  dame,  Wayland  Smith,  on  his  part, 
had  enough  to  do  to  sustain  and  parry  the  constant 
attache  made  upon  him  by  the  indefatigable  curioeity 
of  his  old  acquaintance,  Richard  Sludge.  Nature 
had  given  that  arch  youngster  a  prying  cast  of  dispo- 
sition, which  matched  admirably  with  his  sharp  wit( 
the  former  inducing  him  to  plant  himself  as  a  spy  on 
other  people's  afinu^  and  the  latter  quality  lading 
him  perpetually  to  interfere,  after  he  had  made  him- 
self master  of  that  which  concerned  him  not  He 
spent  the  livelong  day  in  attempting  to  peer  under  the 
Countess's  muffler,  and  apparenuy  what  he  could 
there  discern  greatly  sharpened  his  curioeity. 

"  That  sister  of  thine,  Waylar^"  he  aaid,  "  has  a 
fair  neck  to  have  been  bom  m  a  smithy,  and  a  pret^ 
taper  hand  to  have  been  used  for  twirling  a  spindle-~ 
faith^  I'll  beUeve  in  your  relationship  when  the  crow's 
egg  is  hatched  into  a  cygnet" 
^  Go  to."  said  Wayland,  "  thou  art  a  prating  boy, 
and  should  be  breeched  for  thine  assurance." 

"  Well,"  said  the  imp,  drawing  ofl^  "  iffl  say  is,— 
remerobc^  you  have  kept  a  secret  fronMnoi  and  if  I  * 
give  thee  not  a  Rowland  for  thine  Oliver,  my  name 
IS  not  Dickon  Sludge  f"  ,. 

This  threat,  and  the  distance  at  which  Hobgohhn 


Either Fhbbertkibbet"  answered  Wayland  Smith, 
"  or  else  an  imp  ofthe  devil  in  good  earnest." 

"  Thou  hast  hit  it,"  answered  Dickie  Sludge ;  "  I 
am  thine  own  Flibbertigibbet,  man :  and  I  havebroken 
forth  of  bounds,  along  with  my  learned  prec^tor,  as 
I  told  thee  I  would  do,  whether  he  would  or  not. — 
But  what  lady  hast  thou  got  with  thee  7  I  saw  thou 
wert  at  fault  the  firat  question  was  asked,  and  so  I 
drew  up  for  thy  assistance.  But  I  must  know  all 
who  she  is,  dear  Wayland." 

"  Thou  shalt  know  fifty  finer  things,  my  dear 
mgle,"  said  Wayland ;  '*  but  a  truce  to  thine  inquiries 
juat  now :  and  since  you  are  bound  for  Kenilworth, 
thither  wul  I  too,  even  for  the  love  of  thy  sweet  face 
and  waggish  company." 

"  Tbou.  shouldst  have  said  my  waggish  face  and 
aweet  company,"  said  Dickie ;  "  but^ow  vrilt  thou 
travel  with  us— I  mean  in  what  character  T' 

"  E'en  in  that  thou  haat  assigned  me,  to  be  sure— 
as  a  juggler;  thou  know'st  I  am  used  to  the  craf^" 
aDSWorea  Wayland. 

**Ay,  but  the  lady 7"  answered  Flibbertigibbet; 
'*  creoit  me,  I  think  she  is  one,  and  thou  art  m  a  sea 
of  troubles  about  her  at  this  moment,  as  I  can  per- 
ceive by  thy  fidgeting." 

"  O,  she,  man !— she  is  a  poor  sister  of  mine,"  said 
Wayland—"  she  can  sing  and  play  o'  the  lute,  would 
win  the  fish  out  o'  the  stream." 

"  Let  me  hear  her  instantly."  said  the  boy:  "I  love 
the  lute  rarely ;  I  love  it  of  all  things,  though  I  never 
beard  it." 

"  Then  how  canst  thou  k>ve  it,  Flibbertigibbet  7" 
said  Wavland.    . 

'*  As  knights  love  ladies  in  old  tales,"  answered 
Dickie—"  on  heareay." 

"  Then  love  it  on  hearsay  a  little  longer,  till  my 
sister  is  recovered  from  the  fotigue  of  her  journey," 
aaid  Wayland ;— muttering  afterwards  betwixt  his 
teeth,  "  The  devil  take  the  imp's  curfoeity !— I  must 
keep  fair  weather  Mrith  bun,  or  we  shall  fare  the 
worse." 

He  then  proceeded  to  state  to  Master  Hobday  his 
own  talents  as  a  juggler,  with  those  of  his  sister  as 
a  muaician.  Some  proof  of  his  dexterity  was  de- 
manded|  which  he  gave  in  such  a  style  of  excellence, 
that,  dehghted  at  obtaining  such  an  accession  to  their 
party,  they  readily  acquiesced  in  the  apology  which 


Lor 
iBni 


■»!•■,  u.>n  ""  preuit  of  wrarinesi,  she  ehouL  ..■.- 
preaa  ■  dcaiie  lo  nop  two  or  lbr«e  miln  shon  or  ihe 
hjr  town  of  Warwick,  prominng  to  rejoin  ibe  Iroop 
ta  ihe  morning.  A  btiibII  villBge  inn  ifTonJed  ibcm 
•  rsatine  plscei  and  ii  wa»  wiifi  oecrei  pleaBure  ihsl 
Wayland  Mw  [he  whole  party,   including  Dickon, 
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cup  of  watcT~tba  wretch  who  ia  inggti  to  ctBCn- 


{IXid! 


farewell,  and  leave  ^m 


fiuihful  guide; 
COlhinK  ^rlhe 

imdn  iha  disai. 

DMibrined  any  plan 


The  Oounleaa  gave  aaeent  to  Ihe  proposal  of  her 
'-■■'-'"-'  ---■-;  but,  aomewhat  (o  hia  miiptire,  said 
^....er  on  the  eubjeci,  which  lifl  Wayland 
IS  diaagrceeble  uncertainly  whether  or  no  ehe 
,  __.  -•-'■--'--- 5imi  futureproceedingp, 
■  ■•  uB  aiiBw  iivi  ■iiuBLniii  ucinended  circtimepflction, 
■llbODgh  he  waa  but  inrperfcctly  acquainled  with  all 
its  HciiliaritieS'  Coachiding,  however,  ibat  ahe  must 
nan  EHenda  within  the  caatle,  wfaoK  adnce  and 
•MUMDCe  afae  could  aaJely  tniat,  he  ainipoeed  hie 
ttak  would  be  beat  acoompliehed  by  conaucdng  her 
thitbar  in  ufbly.  agreeably  to  her  repeated  c — 
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or  i»t>iH  and  or  ladiH  ihronn  tin  luM^ 

Awl  mtlit'I  nodHttiluah  o'u  Duvnir  in 

Tna  unfenunale  Counlesa  of  Leicet 
her  infancy  upwards,  been  treated 
her  with  Indulgence  as  unboundi 
llie  natural  ■wceiness  of  her  disp 
ber  from  becoming  insolent  a 


■0  tirm  an  0| 
happiness  ol 
klliilnesB  ihi 


:nd  unalterable  afleclioii  she  1  ained 

'  in— tbai  fntal  error,  which  niinul  M 
life,  hod  its  orupn  in  the  piieulcffr 
id  spared  her  childhood  ihepRhful 


that  ahe  bad  only  been  accustom^  to  form  a 
express  ber  wishei,  leaving  to  otbera  the  task  o 
Atunglhenij  and  ihua,  ei  the  moei  momenloi  . 
liod  of  ber  life,  abe  wss  alike  destitute  of  presence  of 
mind,  and  of  sbihly  lo  form  for  henelf  any  reasona- 
Ide  or  prudent  plan  of  conduct. 

llUK  difliculiiei  pressed  on  Ihe  nnibrtunato  ladv 
trilh  nverwhdminft  forc«^  on  ibe  moming  which 
•eemed  lo  be  [he  cnsis  of  her  fete.  Overlookirif;  eve- 
ry intermediate  consideration,  she  bed  only  desired  lu 
be  SI  Eenilworlh.  and  lo  approach  her  buHband'e 
-    '  '        ■         -  in  iba  vicinity  of 


bar  mmd,  siartjing  her  with  accumulated  i 

dangers,  some  real,  some  imaginary,  and 

and  eiaggeraled  by  a  aituation  aliko  helpleaa,  and 
doslituleof  aid  and  counsel, 

A  sleepleee  n^bl  rendered  her  eo  weak  in  themorn- 
mg,  that  she  was  allogelher  unable  lo  atletld  Way- 
land's  early  summons.    The  tnisly  guide  became  ex- 
tremely distressed  on  the  lady's  account,  and  aome. 
what  Alarmed  on  hia  own,  and  was  on  the  point  of 
^ns  alone  to  Kenilworlh,  in  the  hope  of  discovc- 
mg  Tresailan,  and  intimating  to  him  Ihe  lady's  s 
pmach,  when  about  nine  in  the  morning  he  was  sui 
njoned  lo  attend  her.    He  found  her  dresaed,  a 
Wiady  for  resuming  her  ioumev,  but  with  a  palenf 
of  coanienance  which  alnrmed  him  for  her  beali 
She  inlimslad  her  denre  that  the  horses  miohl  be  t 
inatanlly  reodv.  and  leaaled  with  imoatiencs  ( 
■    guide's  rr 


„..  cordial,  and  U 

....  iflicea  for  him— do  aa  I  commana  you." 

Wayland  Smith  siill  heeitaled.     "What  wouU  you 
1"  aaid  ahe— "Have  1  not  spoken  plainlyT' 
ea,  madam,"  answered  Wayland;  "hut  maf  I 
;liBi  ia  your  farther  purpose  f—I  only  dcaire  to 
.L... -J Ifbyyourwiahea.    Th« 


o^  Ihe  advice  which 
I  believe  tbes  faithltil— 

aster  Tresailian,"  aaid 
this  place.    I  am  ti^t 
se  with  a  few  of  Lord 
e  your  personal  saleiy." 
se,"  Hid  ihe  CounleH, 
pul  mfielf  under  Ibe  protection  of  Sussex,  ib* 
-....■onhy  nvalof  the  noble  LeicesterT'    Then,  see- 
ing ihe  auiprise  wiih  which  Wayland  stared  Dpon 
ber,  and  afraid  of  having  too  atronaly  intimated  tier 
Inlereet  in  Leiceeier,  she  added,  "And  for l^csailiaii, 
it  must  not  be— mention  not  lo  him,  I  charge  you, 
my  nnhappy  name  ;  il  would  but  '""  '  '" 


loie  my  imi 

Tescuc."  She  psused;  but  wtien  she  ohaerred 
at  Wayland  continued  to  look  on  ber  with  that 
iiiom  and  uncertain  gaie,  which  indicated  a  doubt 
hether  bet  brain  was  aetiled,  ahe  asaumed  an  air  of 

-jmposure,  and  added,  "  Do  thou  bm  miiili,  nip  in 

KenSworth  CsBtle,  (rood  fellov  — ' 

Thoi''h!     "'    '"""■"*' 

She  ofr«Rl  ihe  BniBl  a  rio^  containing  a  valuable 

Dne.     Wayland  looked  Bl  it.  hesitat/xTa  moment, 

_.id  then  returned  il.     "  Nol."  bo  eaid,  "  that  I  am 

above  your  kindness,  madam,  bein^but  apoor  frflow, 


....   bpcn  forced,  God  heip  me,   .-  _, 

rorae  Hhiftethan  Ihe  bounty  of  such  a  person  aa  ino. 
tul,  as  my  old  maetet  the  fairier  used  lo  say  lo  hi> 

KenilworlhCBallc.  and  ii  IB  time  enough  lo  discharge 

1  tr\iai  in  c!«i  your  ladj'ship  is  as  well  assured  of  Siijiui 
reception  when  you  arrive,  aa  you  may  bold  your»eIr 
certain  of  my  beat  endeavours  to  conduct  you  ihitfatr 
safrly.  I  go  to  gel  the  horres;  meantime,  lei  at 
pray  you  once  more,  aa  your  poor  physidan  as  well 

'^  will— I  will;"  said  the  lady,  hastily,    "  Begone, 

begone  itistsntlyl— It  is  in  isin  I  assume  audacity,'' 

said  she,  when  he  left  the  room  i  "even  thii  poor  frroom 

I  through  my  afleclatioQ  of  courage,  and  ftthomi 

very  ground  of  my  lean." 

'be  then  atlempted  to  follow  barguide'a  advice  by 
'     '  'ml  was  compellM  to  denal,  aa  tha 

.  3ven  a  single  morse!  gave  her  aa 

much  uneaainesa  as  smounted  wellnigh  to  suifbca- 
lion,  A  moment  afterwards  the  horses  appeared  at 
the  latticed  window— Ibe  lady  mounted,  and  tbnnd 
thai  relief  from  Ihe  free  ah-  and  chanfre  of  plus, 
which  is  frequenlly  experienced  in  eimilar  circum- 

II  ch*Bnced  « 
Wayland  Smitl 
setiled  life  bad 
Knglan " 


taking  BO 
effort  10 


1  for  ibe  Countess's  puipose  ihst 
whose  previous  wandering  and  un. 
ide  him  actiuainted  vrithTlmi 


le  hy-rc 


leweU 


direci  communications,  through  the  beaulitul 
county  of  Warwick.  For  such  snd^  great  was  iha 
throng  which  flocked  in  all  directions  lowarda  Ke- 
nilworlb,  lo  Bee  the  entry  of  RUiabetb  into  that 
splendid  mantioD  of  her  prime  favourite^  that  th« 
principal  roada  wer«  actually  blocked  up  aikd  inlar- 


KEMLWORTB. 
bV-pallis  ihil 


s  of  ihose  articles  usunlly  ci- 
Prouress,  lUid  for  which  ihe 


Bome  in  huge  numbm,  and  .„ — 

liquoTii  Ibr^q  uid  dameatic.     Thus  Ibe  bifih 
fUkawilh  drovfn  ot  bulloclu  aheep, 


Ae  mveUers  could  pi 

The  Queen'*  purve; 

the  Ikrma  and  villeses  of  ihose  srlicl< 
acted  ■  ^  " 

from  the  Boitil  of  Green  Cloih.  The  Earl  of  Leices- 
ter'B  household  officers  hod  becu  scourinK  the  coun- 
try tot  Ihe  eame  purpose;  and  many  of  hu  friends 
and  ajheii,  boih  near  and  remote,  look  this  o. 
Dilf  of  ingratiating  themsclven,  by  sendiua  Urve 
"J""  "f  provbiouB  and  delicacKB  of  airkuide, 

biut  Hquoni 

road*  were .. „  „ 

calvea,  and  hoga,  and  cho)(ed  with  loaded  wains, 
whose  ixle-lreea  cracked  under  their  burdens  of  wine 
casks  and  hogsheads  of  ale,  and  huge  hampers  of 
grocery  goode,  and  slBU^hlercd  unnte,  and  sailed  pro 
~'rionB,    and  sacks  of  tlour.      Perpetual  eloppage: 

ik  place  as  these  wnina  becamo  emangled:  sna 
_5ir  rude  drivers,  swearing  and  brawlina  lilf  their 
wild  paaaiona  were  Mly  rBiseJ.  began  to  debate  pre- 
cedence with  their  wagon-whips  and  quarter-staves, 
which  Qccaaonal  riots  were  usually  qmcted  by  a  pur- 
Tsyor,  dqmty-marfhars  man,  or  some  other  person 
in  auinonty,  bre^ng  (he  heads  of  both  parties. 

Hero  were,  besides,  players  and  mummera,  jugglera 
and  Bbowmen  of  every  deBcnpiion.  traverainK  in  joy- 
ous banda  ibe  paths  which  led  to  the  Palace  of 
Princely  Pleasure  :  for  so  the  travelling  minstrels  had 
termed  Kenilwotllijn  the  songa  which  already  had 

there  eipecled.    In  the  midst  of  ibis  motley  show. 


Sgf 


miseries,  forr 


liiing  their  real  oi 

TOWS  of  human 


existence.    All  these  floated  alL..„    ..._ 

tide  of  population,  whom  mere  curiosity  had  drawn 
logether;  and  where  the  mechanic,  in  his  Icalheni 
ai>ron.  elbowed  the  dink  and  daint^dime,  his  city 
mistress;  where  clowns,  with  hob-nailetl  ahoes, 
were  treading  on  the  kibes  of  substantial  burgher* 
and  gentlemen  of  worship  i  and  where  Josn  of  the 
dairy,  with  robust  pace,  and  red  sturdy  arms,  rowed 
her  way  onward,  amongst  those  prim  and  prelly 
moppeEs,  whoae  aires  were  knights  and  squires. 

The  thronged  confusion  was,  however,  of  a  gay 
and  cheerful  character.  All  came  forth  to  see  and  to 
eiuoy,  and  all  laughed  at  the  trifling  inconveniencca 
n*icTi  nt  another  time  might  have  chafed  thejr  tem- 
per. Eicepttna  the  occasional  brawls  which  we 
have  men  tionedamona  thai  irritable  race  Ihe  carmen, 
(he  mingled  sounds  which  arose  from  the  mntlitude 
were  those  of  light-heancd  mirth,  and  tiptoe  jollity. 
T^e  musicians  preluded  on  their  inslniments— Ihe 
minstrels  hummed  their  songs— Ihe  licensed  jester 
whooped  betwixt  mirth  and  madness,  as  ho  bran- 
dished his  bauble — the  morrice-dancers  jangled  their 
bdls— the  rustics  halloo'd  and  whistled— men  laughed 
loud,  and  maidens  giggled  ahrilt ;  white  many  a 
broad  jest  flew  Lke  a  ahulllecock  from  one  party,  to 
be  caughl  in  the  air  and  returned  from  Ihe  opposite 
■de  t«  the  roaif  by  another,  at  which  it  waa  aimed. 

No  infliction  can  be  so  distressing  to  a  mind  ab- 
■orbed  in  melancholy,  as  being  plungnl  into  a  scene 
of  mirth  and  revelry,  forming  an  accompaniment  so 
diasonant  from  its  own  feehnas.  Ye^  in  the  caae  of 
the  Countess  of  Leicester,  the  rioise  and  tumult  of 
this  giddy  scene  distracted  her  Ihou^hla,  and  rendered 
her  this  sad  service,  that  it  became  unpossible  for  hei 
to  brood  on  her  own  miaery,  or  to  form  terrible  onti- 
qipationsof  her  approaching  fate.  She  ttavelled  on, 
tika  one  in  a  dream,  following  implicitly  the  guidance 
of  Waylaud.  who,  with  great  address,  now  threaded 
his  way  throuHh  the  general  throng  of  passengers, 
now  stood  atilT  until  a  favourable  opportunity  occur- 
red of  again  moving  forward,  and  frequently  lurntng 
tllOEether  out  of  the  direct  road,  followed  some  cir- 
— ■-- - ' >•  -'■■-'-  brought  them  into  ihe  high- 

S'ven  them  the  opportunity  ot 
way  with  greater  ease  and 

was  thuB  he  avoided  Warwick,  within  wboae 


crusbect  uuiler  iti  own  ruins,  ibe  monument  of  its 
owner'i  umbillon.  The  exieinal  wsll  of  (his  royal 
Castle  WHO,  on  tbeMUlbacd  wcsl  stdee,  adorned  and 
defended  by  a  lake  partly  Etrliticiiil,  neroiiB  wbich  Ld- 
'  '  "  '  uctcd  a  Btalely  bridKe,  that  '^'---- 
Ae  Castle  by  a  path  hilbei 


the  bsroniai  caade  of 
lake  lay  an  extenuve  ehiBB,  full  of  red 


Bejrood  the  lake  lay  an  extenuve  ehiSB,  full  of  red 
deer,  ftllow  deer,  roes,  and'eTeryq>edeaofgain&  and 
mboundinR  with  lofty  rreea,  from  amongal  wbien  tbe 
aitaniled  front  and  maaaintowenoCIbeCaEtle  were 
Men  (a  lue  in  majeatr  attd  beauty.  We  cannot  but 
add,  ibal  of  ihia  lotdly  palace,  where  princes  r«BtGd 
and  hemes  Ibagbt.  now  in  the  bloody  esniBsi  ol 
— n  and  ai«e,  and  now  in  the  giniea  of  cbivslry, 
re  beaaiy  dealt  the  priie  which  valour  won,  allia 
desolDte.   The  bed  of  the  lake  is  but  s  nuhy 


Monn  and  ai 

where  bean  II ,, , 

DOW  desolDte.   The  bed  of  the  lake  is  but  s  nuhr 
...I  .u : ;..,  ^f  ,|^g  Castle  onb 


•er*e  to  ahow  what  iheir  apTt 


of  the  ^Blte  and  lake,  lerminated  al  the  newly  con- 
■nticted  briduB,  lo  which  il  was  an  appendage,  and 
which  was  destinol  to  form  the  Queen  s  approach  to 
the  Castle  on  that  memombl^occaaion. 

Here  the  Countess  and  Waylsnd  ibutid  the  geleat 
theendotlbia  avenut  which  opened  on  the  Warwick 
road,  guarded  by  a  body  of  the  Queen's  mounted 
TEomen  of  the  guard,  ermed  in  corslets*  richly  caired 
and  gilded,  andweannR  morions  instead  of  bonnets, 
having  their  carabines  resting  with  the  but-end  on 
their  thighs.  These  guards,  diitinguiabed  for  strength 
and  suture,  who  did  dutjr  wherever  the  Queen  went 
in  person,  were  here  stationed  under  the  direction 
of  a  pursuivant,  graced  with  the  Btar  and  Raggn! 
Staff  on  ills  arm,  as  bcdingiDg  to  the  Earl  of  Leicee- 
ter,  and  peremptorily  naueed  all  admittaoee,  excepl- 
mt  to  nch  u  wen  gUMti  inniad  to  the  fegiin],  ot 


»-  XXT1.I  KEHILWO 

How  would  you  h«*e  ptued  lbs  punuhani  U 
uppor  gale  yoiidei,  had  I  not  wubhI  him  oijr 
aaai  jigger  wu  to  fijlow  UB 1  ind  here  havs  1 
ea  for  you^  having  clambeted  up  into  the  tne 
I  the  lop  of  our  wauYiuKi  I  suppose  they  an  all 


fl  Duly  aa  thou  art  paw- 


wioached  a  itrong  lowa,  at 
the  long  bridge  weTiave  meo- 
proteci  the  oulwani  gate- war 


hen,  thou  an 
osmeai,    saidnaTlac  ' 

imd  tnO  walk  bV  thy 
erAil,  be  m^rrifiil.'* 
Ab  he  apokfi,  they . 

tianed,  whjtJi  aerred  i 
of  the  Castle  oTEeoil 

Under  such  diaaelrt .^^.^^_.,^^^  „ 

Bingulsr  coinpaay,  did  ihe  unfortunate  Ci 
L.eicsBIer  approach,  for  the  first  tune,  (he  m 
aixKJe  of  her  almoet  [uincely  hnflbsiivi. 

CHAPTER   XXVI. 
SnJV.     HiTa  ron  Oh  tlsn'iiiul  wrilUn  T  pn 


■ny  muer  Koai  di  romaiioe^  v 
Deanr  to  htatTen  STen  by  the  al 
ioB*  uidluMeaof  ifaiaaonof  A: 
ha  anna,  from  a  van  below 


nteot  uw^eetieai&eiujworuL,  sne  jouno  Lne  lowbti 
beneath  whidi  ita  ample  pprisl  anih  opened,  guarded 
in  a  sinpJar  manner.  Upon  the  baidements  were 
plaoad  Kinntic  warders,  with  clul%  battle-axeai  aoil 
other  imDMDMDis  of  andent  war&rai  desjgned  to  r»- 
preasnt  tba  toldien  of  King  Anhori  those  Drimilive 
Britons,  by  whom,  accotdiiig  to  romantic  traditioQ,  the 
Caatle  had  bean  finl  tenanted,  ibough  hisrorr  carried 
ba^  ita  antiquity  only  to  the  timea  of  the  Hcvtarchy. 
Some  of  these  tremei^oua  Samta  were  tmI  men, 
dreeaed  up  with  niarda  and  bueldnai  others  uren 
mere  pageuita  coinpoaed  of  pasleboaidatMl  buckram, 
whwb,  Ttewed  from  beneath,  and  minted  with  ihoae 
thai  were  real,  Ibrmed  a  auffiaeotlr  striking  repre- 
sentatifHi  of  what  waa  ulended.  Bui  the  gigantic 
porta-  who  wailed  at  tha  gate  benealh,  and  actudly 
diacharnd  ihe  duties  of  warder,  owed  none  oT  hia  ler- 
rora  to  octitiaua  meana  He  waa  a  man  wboae  huge 
statiuv,  tbewM  Mews,  and  bulk  m  proponton,  wotud 
ba*e  enabled  him  to  anacl  Colbrand,  AaraiMn,  or 
any  other  giant  of  romanoe,  without  laiainfi  himarif 
'     '    altitude  of  a  ehoiHO.  The 

A  nak  were  bars,  aa  were 

nail  below  ibe  ahouMa;  but  bia 
.».  -VIS  ...aou.iJ  with  aandala,  fastened  <mh  cross 
straps  of  scarlet  leather,  studded  with  braxen  knobs. 
A  close  tenia  irfscarlet  *  rivet,  looped  wilh  gold,  with 
■hoit  breecbea  of  the  same,  covered  his  body  and  a 
pan  of  his  limba  i  and  he  wore  on  hia  diouldere,  in- 
stead of  a  cloak,  the  skin  of  a  black  bear,  "nw  head 
of  Ihia  formidable  person  waa  uikcovered,  except  by 
his  afaoggy  blad  hair,  which  deacended  on  other  side 
arooiid  faatures  of  Ihal  huge,  lumpiah,  and  heavy  cast, 
which  ere  oftn  aniwied  (o  ttian  of  very  uncommon 
Bixe,  and  which,  nolwithalanding  aame  distinguished 
aiccpdons.  have  ciealad  a  oeneral  prejudice  againsl 
|UJili^  as  bODg  a  dull  anl  aulloi  kind  of  petaona. 
Hia  nvmandoua  warder  was  approptiatfily  armed 
with  a  heavy  ctub  wiked  with  straL  In  fine,  lie  reprs- 
■tnted  ezcellenlly  one  of  those  ^iania  of  pinmlar  TO- 
mance,  who  figure  in  every  fauy  tale,  or  legend  of 
kDHmt-arantiy. 

The  demeanour  of  ihia  modern  Titan,  when  Way- 
land  Smith  bent  his  sltcnlion  to  him,  had  in  it  some- 
ihtng  arguing  much  mental  embarraaamenl  artd  veia- 
Uan ;  for  sometiroes  he  aal  down  Ibr  an  instanl  on  a 
maaaive  stone  bench,  which  atemed  placed  lor  fais  ac- 
commodation beads  the  gateway,  and  then  ever  and 
anon  he  started  up,  acralching  nis  huge  bead,  and 
striding  to  and  fto  on  hia  poet,  like  one  under  a  fli  of 
unpatienee  and  aimely.  It  waa  while  the 
pacing  before  the  gate  in  thia  agitated  nii 
Wayland,  ipodeatty.  yet  ....■- 

Dior  the  portal  arch. 

,     Stand  biSi' o  — 

by  heaving  up  hia  ateol-aliod  maea,  and 


however,  stopiwd^ 


se,  (not, 

ig,lwa«  about 
Theponer, 


ftil  Who  the  dsvU  could  leach  it  thee  V 
■JJ^  ■!?.'  'h°'/'  ^".  '•*"'  *^"u'  "^  Flibberti- 

Sbbel;  "but" he  lasted  at  Wayland  and  the 
dy,  and  then  sunk  what  be  had  to  eay  in  a  whisper, 
which  needed  not  to  be  a  loud  one,  as  Ihq  gianl  haU 
falm  for  hia  convenience  close  to  his  ear.  The  potter 
then  gave  Dickie  a  warm  cares^  and  act  him  on  Ihe 
ground  wilh  the  aame  care  which  a  careM  housewife 
uaea  in  replscing  a  cracked  china  cup  upon  het  man- 
lelpisoe,  caUing  out  at  the  same  time  to  Wayland 
and  the  lady.  In  with  you — in  with  you — and  tike 
hsed  bow  you  come  loo  Isle  another  day  when  I 


luat  stay  a  short  si 

ly  Ooliaib  of^Osth  herei  bul^I 


they  as  deep  and  dark  as  the  castle  dungeon." 

1  do  believe  thou  wouldsl,"  said  WiTlaiid  j  "  but 

will  be  soon  out  of  my  keiciing,  and 

■     ■-  ■■--  ir  aoyona 

, ,  which  ob- 
tained the  ni         -  -.     ~  .■                 -         ■     , , 

fiotnUM  entrance  lo  another  lo _.  .„ 

nde  of  the  lake,  called  BloTtimei'B  Tower,  waa  ao 
disposed  aa  to  make  a  necknia  till-nrd,  sbonl  ona 
hiindred  and  thirty  yards  in  length,  and  ten  in 
breadth,  strewed  with  the  Ones!  aand,  and  deleoded 
on  either  aide  by  alrong  and  hi^  paliaadsa.  t^' 
tooad  and  bir  gallsry,  destined  for  the  Isdiee  vi 


wouldsl,"  said  Wiyl 

,. -J  be  soon  out  of  myk_ 

I  ahall  care  the  leas  whether  thou  o 

'  crossed  ibe  entrsnoe  Ic 
le  of  the  OallsTT-towei,  iraBi 
:— The  whole  Wdge  ei 


ir  galloT,  del 


cbT  chivalry  presented  on 
the  Dottbem  aide  of  the 


liar  tower  lo  which  it  gave  name.  Our  tnvelleia 
laaed  slowly  along  Ihe  biidge  or  tilt-yard,  and 
rived  at  Mortin«rB  Tower,  at  ita  farthest  eitremi- 
igfa  which  ihe  vp™ch  led  Into  the  outs-,  or 
lit  of  the  castle.  Hortimer'a  Tower  bore  on 
the  Bculcheon  of  the  Earl  of  March,  whose 
mbilion  ovenhrsw  Ihe  throne  of  Edward  D., 
hsre  his  power  with  the  "She-wolf 


KKKILWOSTH. 


ETsiea  1  bui  lluToSanl  BD  onoatioli  lo  ibMnmoa 
of  tlu  CounieM  *Dd  twr  tniide,  who,  luTiiisli>'m 
1^  licenH  ot  ihe  principu  porter  it  th«  GaUerr- 
lower.  were  not,  ii  mair  be  auppoMd,  IwUe  lo  inur- 
nvIioD  from  ^  depudca.  Tfaer  enlered  >ccordiii0f> 
m  eileDce,  the  sreal  outwuil  ooun  of  tba  cutis, 
bavioB  then  fulTbefore  Ihem  ibei  vul  ud  lordly 
pile,  wilh  ill  iu  itBtely  lowen,  each  gue  open,  as  iT 
m  eum  of  tmiiroiied  hoqiiuUtr,  and  the  apanmenu 
filled  with  noble  gueati  of  every  degme,  beaidee  de- 
pendonle,  reiainera,  domeedcf  of  every  dcwanilion, 
and  all  the  appendagei  and  promolete  of  roinh  and 

Amid  thu  aiBlelv  and  buay  acene,  Wayland  hailed 
e,  and  looked  upon  the  lady,  as  if  weiliriRha 


a  horse,  and  loi 

-jmmands  what 

aalely  reached   the  pli 


yland,  I 


niMta,  ibouidi  m 
plaeeof  eonSoea 


two,  veniur^  lo  aeh  her 

her  next  caDiiaanae'  Su<,  laiDcu  »ci  .^m^i  -v  uu 
ftirebcad,  ai  if  in  'he  act  of  collecting  her  thouehle 
and  rcwuuiian,  whJe  she  answered  him  in  a  tow  and 
■uppreseLd  voice,  hkelhemimnursof  otie  whoipeaka 
inadreani—"  Command*  t  I  may  indeed  claim  light 
10  command,  but  who  ia  there  wul  obey  mel" 

Then  Boddenly  raieinK  her  head,  like  one  who  baa 
fnmed  a  decisive  reaolution,  abe  addieeeed  a  Rayl; 
diii^ed  domestic,  who  wascrosuig  the  court  with 
importance  and  buslle  in  bia  counlenonce.—  Slop, 
air,^'  she  said,  "1  desire  to  QKak  wilh  the  Earl  of 

"With  whom,  an  it  pleiae  vou7"  aaid  the  nian, 
SDrpriacd  at  the  demand  i  and  ihen  looking  upon  the 
mean  equipage  at  ber  who  used  towards  biin  such 
a  lone  ol  aulhority  he  adtlcd,  with  iasaleacc  "  Why. 
whal  BesB  of  Bedlam  is  this,  would  art  lo  ace  my 
lord  on  Boch  a  day  ns  the  present  1" 

"Friend,"  aaid  tho  Counlees,  "be  ttot  msolsnt— 
my  bueinees  with  Ihe  Eurl  is  most  urgeni." 

Tou  must  get  some  one  else  to  do  it,  wers  it 
dirioe  es  urgenC'  said  the  trlluw.— "  I  should  sum- 
mon my  loTd  from  the  Queen's  roval  presence  to  do 
your  buNnesa,  should  I  7—1  were  hke  lo  be  thanked 
yiiib  a  horse-whip.    I  marvel  our  old  porter  took 


plaec  of  eonSaeaMnt  Sk  some  onhappy  penoii  wbo 
had  been  itiere  miirdeitd.  l^aditiDn  rallnl  tlus  rb- 
soEMT  Hervyn,  and  tranriinad  his  Dame  to  die 
lower.  Tbal  it  had  been  used  a>  a  priaoQ  was  mi 
unprobaUe ;  for  itie  floor  of  each  titay  was  arched. 
the  walls  of  tremendoua  thicknesa.  wfaila  the  van 
of  the  chamber  did  noteicaed  BAeen  Cwt  in  diamnin- 
The  window,  however,  waspleasant,  tboti^  Banvw. 
and  commaiidedadeiighlfiJnewof  vrbal  wasapHt 
the  Pluuaiue;  a  qiace  of  ground  endoaad  anddt- 
conled  with  in^isa,  trapfaies,  statnci^  foont^^  ai 
othO'  arclutecliiral  monumenta,  vducfa  Jbmes  laf 
access  from  the  caslle  itself  into  the  gaiden.  Thn 
was  a  bod  in  the  apartmenl  and  otfa«r  pncarsboai 
for  die  rocepuon  of  a  guest,  lo  which  the  Comiusi 
Diice  bans  inslanllT 
matetiala  placed  ea 


t  his 


h  liiaclu^ 


idled  with  B 


I  of  gi  ting 


Two  or  ihree  persona  slopped,  aitrBcled  by  llie 
fleorini;  way  in  which  the  serving-man  aipressed 
hmisii^i  and  Wayland,  Blumalboih  for  himself  and 
ths  ladv,  hasdiy  addreaseit  bimaetf  to  one  who  ap- 
peared ihe  most  civil,  uid  thrusting  a  niece  of  money 
mlohis  hand,  held  a  momcni'a  counsel  wilh  him,  on 
the  subject  of  findutx  a  place  of  temporary  reneal  for 
the  Isdy.  l^e  petsoii  10  whom  he  spoke,  being  one 
'  in  some  auihonty,  rebuked  the  olhera  for  then'  in- 
dviliiy,  and  commanding  tHte  fellow  lo  lake  care  of 
.1 ji  hones,  he  desired  Ihem  ""  '-"  —  ■--— 


leaving 


Ihe  ruda  Incket 


and  ftrootna  to  ctack  their  brulaljesls  about  Uehl 
hsads.  )i^t  heels,  and  so  fonh,  Wayland  and  she 
followed  n  silence  the  dt4>uty-uaher.  who  undertook 

They  entered  the  inner  court  of  the  Caslle  by  the 
iral  gateway,  which  extended  beiwiil  the  principal 
Sup,  or  Doiuon,  called  CKssr'BTower,  and  a  atalely 
bmuiitg  which  paased  by  the  Dame  of  King  Henrr'* 
LodranA  and  were  thus  placed  in  tho  centre  ^  the 
■table  mt,  which  prssenied  on  ils  diAmnt  bonis 
nacnifieant  apeeimau  of  vrery  aiieciea  of  caaullalad 
arcnileeture.  aiun  the  ConqiKM  u>  Ihe  —-"  "*■  wi~-- 
belh,  with  Ihe  appr^xiate  atyle  and 

Across  this  inner 

™e6ofitilSenBmd'ih~B«idof'lhoiiiBaihdritBS 
Ipe  bwcr  pari  of  Ihta  tower  was  occnpsd  by  some 
o(_lhe  honsehold  oSeara  of  LeiceMer.  owing  to  ils 

~ Lly  toAsplaoea  whsrelheirdoty  lay; 

story,  which  waa  reached  by  a  nar- 


also  they  were  conducted 
1  HicuNinit  strong  lower,  occupying 
igle  of  the  bnikling  adiscent  to  the 


iireslcd  byThe  tssht  of  wri'ing  mi 


he  found  the  Cauniess.  who  had  Oni-hiirt  het  ban 
toLdcesIer:  and,  in  heuofn  seal  and  silkea  thnai 
had  secured  ii  with  ■  braid  of  her  own  beaaiM 
tresses,  fastened  by  what  is  called  a  Ihm-Iotc  knot. 
"Goodfnend/'asii)  she  toWaylaiHl,  "wfaomlM 
hath  »nl  lo  aid  me  at  m»  nmioai  oced,  I  do  be- 
asech  Ihee.  as  the  last  imuble  vpu  ahall  lake  for  la 
unfortunsle  lady,  lo  dehver  tnia  leltet  lo  the  tuth 
Earl  of  Ldcester.  Be  ii  reeeiv(d  aa  ii  may,"  ^ 
said,  with  features  asitaleal  briwist  bops  and  ftai. 

me.    But  I  hope  ihe  beat;  and  if  ever  l»dy  made  ■ 

Crman  lirh,  thou  hast  surely  de— teed  ii  at  bi 
dieliouid  my  happy  daya  ever  come  raaad  agaa 
Give  It,  I  pray  yoti,  mlo  Lord  Lticeates'B  own  kaai 
and  mark  how  belooka  on  iceanu  it." 

Wayland  on  hia  part,  readily  nudentiok  iba  eea- 
mission,  bat  Biujously  prayed  the  lady,  in  his  tua. 
to  parlake  of  some  Tefrcshmenl;  in  srhsdl  he  * 
length  prevailed,  more  thmusrh  importuniiy.  and  hv 
desire  lo  see  him  begone  on  his  crniHi,  than  frsai 
any  inclinabon  the  Counleaa  felt  to  con^ly  whh  ba 
request.     He  then  lefl  ber,  edriaing  h«  ui  loei  bs 


in  errand,  ua  weJ 
}se  of  hia  own.  whii 


eaek  an  opponanily  of 


In  fact,  from  the  condurl  of  Ihe  laily  dari^  ik 

ffi^ley--he^la■«f)tsaf  profbond  silence — the  ineao- 
on  and  uncertainty  which  appeared  lo  pervade  *l 
her  movementa,  and  Iheobviooa  Jncapadly  (tf  diet- 
ing and  acting  for  hsrseU  under  which  dbe  aeaasl 
loHsboor,  Wayland  bad  formed  the  nor  angnh^ 
(qnnioB,  that  the  difficnltiea  of  ber  aitoatsoa  had  a 
some  degree  aflected  her  nndsrslandiiiR. 

When  she  had  escaped  from  the  BsclnKxi  of  C*b- 
nor-Plaee,  and  ibe  dangers  lo  which  ahe  was  tbor 
exposed,  it  wnaM  ban  seemed  hiar  moM  rntiad 
conree  lo  telire  to  her  father'*  or  claewbenL  al  av- 
tsnce  ttom  ihe  power  of  Ihoae  by  whom  Ifaeae  dtn- 
geis  bad  been  created.  Whin,  inalewt  of  deena  as 
she  demanded  to  he  conveyed  to  Kenilwortfa.  Waylui 
h».l  i»n  mil,  ,hiB  lo  Bcoonni  for  her  eoiidnet.  ts 
that  she  tneanl  lo  put  hva^andsr  tte 


QtAP.  xxvn.i 

If  tha  a 


KXNIL  WORTH. 


, Bui  aow,  inalBBd  of  lolknnng  ibii 

Danmil  mune,  ■hflinmuted  buninth  a  leturlo  Lei- 
eaalST,  dwjiatroD  of  Varoey,  Bnd  within  wbaw  jnrja- 
diciioo  u  ]«■■>.  if  nol  unijer  his  eiprsH  Bnthorily, 
til  ibe  erila  Bhe  had  aliBsiiT  nfienid  were  mflicisd 
upon  hnr.  Tbia  flmtned  an  unufe.  and  even  a  des- 
ptnte  mcuuTBi  and  Wiyland  felt  anxtenr  for  his  owd 
Mfoir,  u  well  *■  that  o(  the  lady,  ehould  be  Biecale 
har  comminun,  before  be  bad  aecund  iheadvicsand 
oounMnaaoe  of  ■  protecior.  Ha  iharefora  reaolvBd, 
btiore  debrerinfi  (ba  ftilUr  to  Leieeatsr,  dial  he  would 
■eek  (rut  Tnaauu,  and  communicate  to  him  [he  ar- 
riTal  of  the  lad*  ■!  Eeailvrarib,  and  (bna  al  once  rid 
hunsBlf  of  all  Hither  reapfmaibilily,  and  itmAia  ihe 
taak  of  hoUbk  and  prauclinc  thii  unbitDnale  lady 
oiwii  Ibe  patron  who  had  at  aralemploired  him  in  bar 

"He  will  be  abslierjudge  than  I  am."  aaid  Way- 
Land,  "whether  abe  ie  to  be  pfrmtiGed  in  ihia  humour 
of  appaal  (amy  Lord  of  Leicaaler,  which  KNna  Uks 
an  act  of  inaanity :  and,  therefore^  I  will  turn  the 
matter  otb'  on  bia  banda,  deliver  bim  the  latter,  re- 
ctne  what  they  list  to  give  me  by  way  of  guerdon. 
and  (ban  abow  ihe  CaalJe  of  Eenilworth  ■  pair  of 
light  baela ;  lor,  after  Ihe  work  I  have  been  eiiKified 


place  of  re 

the  eoldeat  ol.. 
gayest  revel*." 


I  would  rather  ahoe 


1,  than  ahare  in  their 


CHAPTER  XXVIl 


AiUB  the  uniretut  buatle  which  fUled  the  Caetle 
and  ita  enTinina,  it  waa  no  easy  matter  to  flnU  out 
anr  iodiridnal ;  and  Waylaid  waa  etill  leae  likely  to 
Ugot  upon  Trsaaban,  whom  he  aougbl  so  annouely, 
becBaaa,  eaniibla  of  ibe  doitger  of  iltracting  alteii- 

he  dared  nol  mike  genenl  inquiries  amanii  the  re^ 

ever,  by  indirect  queittona,  thnt,  in  nil  probabihiy, 
Tresaiinn  miut  bare  boen  nno  of  a  large  party  of 
■Bnilemen  in  aitendaiiM  uti  the  Eari  of  Sussex,  who 
had  accompanied  ihar  pBlron  that  mornituc  to  Ken- 
ilworih.  when  Leiceeier  had  received  them  with 
marka  of  the  most  formal  respect  and  distinction. — 
Re  tanher  learned,  that  both  Earis,  with  their  ftd- 
kiwera,  and  maar  other  noblee,  knights,  and  gentle^ 
msk,  had  taken  hon^  and  gone  towards  Warwick 
■sreral  hours  einoe,  for  (he  purpooe  of  escontng  the 
Queen  to  Eenil worth. 
"  •'  -  ■  ■  bI^  [])iQ  otb 
boiiTi  and  . 

, ,.jBt,  ihal  her  Majesty,  bdnndf- 

lained  by  het  Kraciom  deeire  to  recci»e  the  homage  of 
bar  beges  who  bad  ihronEed  to  wall  upon  her  at 
Warwick,  il  would  be  Ihe  hour  of  twilight  ere  she 
oilend  ihe  Caslle.  Ilie  intdllgence  released  for  a 
lime  those  who  were  upon  duty,  in  the  Lmniediale  ei- 
pKlation  of  the  Queen's  appearance,  and  ready  to 
play  their  pert  in  the  aolemmties  with  which  it  was 
to  be  acootnpanifll ;  and  Wayland,  aeang  several 
bt^aameii  enter  the  Caalle,  waa  not  wilbout  hopes 
ibal  TrBBsihan  might  be  of  the  number.  That  he 
tnighl  not  lose  sn  opppitunity  of  irMeting  hia  patron 
in  The  event  of  this  bonfC  the  case,  Wayland  placed 
himself  in  the  base-court  of  the  Castle,  near  Morii- 


mer's  Tower,  and  w«tdi«l 
catne  by  Ibe  bridK  (' 
lecled  by  that  buildi 


of  which  waa  pro- 

.  „.      atationed,    nobody 

leave  the  Castle  without  his  nbserva- 
,  ...  .  II  aniioualy  did  he  study  Ihe  garb  and 
connlenanceofeTerr  horseman,  as,  passing  from  un- 
d«r  the  opposite  Gallery-tower,  they  pacerfslowly,  or 
ctffvetlRl,  along  the  tJt-yard,  and  approached  the 
entrance  of  the  baeo-court. 

Bm  while  Wayland  gaiad  Ihoi  M«env  to  diecover 
Inm  whom  be  eaw  not,  he  waa  ptJled  oi.tbe  sleeve 
by  one  by  irtiom  be  himaelf  would '   —     


I  by  the  sleeve 
willingly  have 


die  ear  of  those 

Whatever  wan  Waylan 

ed  it  necessary  lo  eipreaa  pleajure  at  then-  onexpatn- 
ed  meeting. 

"HaT  IS  il  IboiLmy  minikin— mymiller'albumb — 
my  prince  of  cacodaroone— my  '" 

"A/,"    said  Dickie,  "the  r 


tbooaht  InuU  of  him. — 
iternanse'  '     '    " 


'  thatoila, 
1  uiani  began  to  ..„  ~«„_u^.,  „_,  . 
"  Why,  lEon  hltle  hi^thfr-BUtter,  thon 


began  to  look  w 

t.  inou  hltle  bt^thfr-Buttn,  tbo , 

"   am  afieraooal   But  idl  me,  how  ifidn 

offwilhyo-'^     ■-    "      .   .    ■     .      . 

left  ibeewithT— I  w_ 

pad  ihy  clothes,  and  an 

and  eat  a  roosted  chestnut." 

"Had  he  done  so,"  rffilied  the  boy,   "„  

have  had  mora  braina  in  bis  aula  Ihan  aver  be  had  in 

bis  noddle.    But  the  r""'    "  " 

and  more  grateful  than 


r- —  —  baenpenned  for  him,  and 

wiiicEi  proved  rather  an  overmatch  fbr  bis  sigantio 
faculiiee.  Now  tbia  same  pithy  oration  bad  been  in- 
dited. Lke  sundry  othora,  h»  my  learned  magister, 
Emsinua  Holiday,  ao  1  had  heard  it  often  enough  lo 
remember  every  line.  As  soon  ss  I  beatd  him  blon- 
dering,  and  floundering  Uke  a  firii  upon  dry  land, 
throngh  the  first  verse,  snd  percoval  him  at  a  stand, 
I  knew  where  the  dioe  pinched,  and  helped  bim  la 
the  next  word,  when  he  caugbi  me  up  in  an  ecaiacy, 
oven  as  you  saw  but  now.  I  promised,  as  the  price 
oF  yovr  admission,  to  hide  me  under  his  beariBD  ga- 


["said  the  boy: " 


rioifw™ 


It  I  try  to  be  either  at  the  right 

_.    .._      .„..„ it,  and  bo  good  evening  to  ye." 

Nay,  but  Dickie."  aaid  Wayland,  whp  knew  the 
boy's  re^tlees  and  intriguing  dinwsilian  too  well  not 
10  tear  bin  enmity—"  slay,  my  dear  DIcluF — part  nol 
with  old  friends  BO  ahorily  I— Thou  shall  know  all  I 
know  of  the  lady  one  day." 

"Ayr"  said  Dickie;  "aoc  .... ^ 

nigh  one.— F'are  thee  well,  Wayland— 
Isrge-Umbed  friend,  who,  if  be  have  not  so  snarp  a 
wit  as  Borne  folk,  IS  at  lesal  more  grateftd  for  the 
Bsrvii^e  which  other  folk  leudet  bim.  And  so  again, 
good  evening  lo  ye," 

So  saying,  hecast  a  somerset  throiHh  the  gateway, 
and  li^ithtmg  on  (he  bridge,  ran  with  the  extraordina- 
ry agilliy  which  waa  one  uf  his  diedngtiiahing  aloi- 
butes,  towards  the  tSallery- tower,  and  was  out  of 

^I  would  to  God  I  wen  safe  out  of  this  Castia 
usinl"  prayal  Wayland,  inlemally;  "for  now  thai 
Ibis  misSiievons  irai   " 


lally;  " 
isfinge 


TreBSilian,  w 


n  would  appear  r  * 


Master  TresRliar 

,..,,: ,  m  he  was  thuB  aniionalT  bi,__ 

in  one  tlbactian,  had   relumed  to  KenHwutth  br 


EBNILWORTH. 
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ConntBia,  mnch  alanned,  and  bding  ihe  ■baotuM 
aecsMhrof  obtuninglime,  at  least,  for  conndermlian. 
"  TrsaBliaii,  ynu  were  worn  to  be  geoeroue — Oranl 
DM  ODe  raqoMt,  and  beUara,  ifil  be  your  wish  toMve 
me  bom  miaery,  and  from  madoea,  jrou  will  da  mora 
bj  "—^^"H  me  ihe  pcomiae  I  aak  of  fou,  iban  EHJis- 
beth  eu  (to  for  me  with  all  ber  piwer  V 

"Aik  me  anjilhing  fiir  which  yqo  can  alleBB  na- 
■DD,"  said  Trwidiiii  i  "but  demaiMl  nol  of  ma" 

"  O,  limit  nol  jour  boon,  dear  Edmudd  I"  udatmed 
Ibe  CMmicH— "yuu  once  loved  Ihal  I  eboold  call 

I,  and  bvtar  ainal  guide 


■DUtianbly  miaerable. 


■nzulu,  diaued  on  lo  a  precipica  by  the  aim 
1  who  ihlnlu  Da  i*  kwpiu  me  iram  it—ereo  by 
,  Trnaalian — by  yonra,  whom  I  haTe  homurad, 


nqiactad — all  but  loved — ai>d  yet  lored,  too — loved, 
too,  TnMitiaii— though  nol  aa  yon  wiahed  me." 

"nieTe  waa  an  sneixy— a  aelf-poaaeaaon — an  aban- 
(bament  in  het  voice  and  mannei^B  total  reaigna- 
tion  of  beraelt  M  hie  gEoacoaty,  whkht  tOBetbtr  with 
the  kiitdneea  oC  ber  exDreaaioDa  to  hiroaeU  moved 
him  deeply.  He  raiaed  bcT,  and,  in  broken  acceota, 
enlrealed  her  lo  be  cunforted. 

"I  cannot,"  aha  aaid,  "I  will  not  be  comforted,  litl 

nKnnt  ma  ray  requeat  I  I  will  iiwak  a>  plainly  aa 
Bie— I  em  now  awaitinfi  the  commanda  d  one 
whohaa  a  right  toiaaue  thun--The  interference  of  a 
third  peraon— of  you  in  eneciaL  Trnnailinn  will  be 
ruin— utier  luin  lo  ma.  Wait  but  Ibur-and-lwenty 
honra,  and  it  may  be  that  the  poor  Amy  may  have 
the  meena  to  ibav  that  aba  valnea,  and  can  rewaid 
you  diuteraeted  Etiend^ip— that  the  ie  happy  bar- 
mU,  and  haa  the  meana  to  make  you  an — It  la  eorely 
worth  your  patience,  for  ao  abort  a  apace  1" 

Treaailian  piuiiad.  and  wagfainB  m  hii  mind  the 
nriouB  probabililies  which  mi^  render  a  violent 
intetfeienee  on  hia  pan  mote  prejudicial  than  advan- 
ugeena,  both  to  the  happineaa  and  rspulalion  of 
Amy  i  cooaidding  alao  that  aba  waa  inllun  the  walla 
of  Kenilworth,  and  could  aufler  no  injmy  in  a  caatle 
bonoored  with  Ihe  (tmea'a  midmee,  ami  filled  with 
her  Buarda  and  allendanta,— be  conoaved,  ivoa  the 
iriiDle,  that  ha  might  render  her  more  evil  than  good 
aervice,  by  intruding  upon  her  hia  aneal  to  Eliiabetb 
ui  her  behalf.  Be  ezpreaaed  hia  naonUioa  cautioualy, 
however,  dotibting  naturally  whether  Amy'abopeaot 
eitfieatiiig  heradi  from  her  difflculliee  reatad  on  any 
thing  atronger  than  a  blinded  attachnicDt  to  Vamey, 
whom  he  auwuesd  lo  be  her  aeduca-. 

"  Amy,"  He  aaid,  while  he  fixed  hia  aad  and  ei- 
pnaave  ayes  on  hna,  which,  in  her  ecalacyi^,  doubt 
■error,  and  perplexity,  ahe  caat  up  towaroa  him,  "  1 
have  evtr  remarked,  that  when  others  called  thee 
(fAA  and  wilAd,  there  lay  unda  that  extatnal  asm- 
Dlinca  of  youthful  and  aelf-willed  folly,  detv  foeboR 
ud  atrong  aenae.  In  ihia  I  will  conSdet  trusting 
ymi  ownnis  La  ynir  own  handa  for  the  q>aoe  of 
Iweniy-fooi  boura,  without  my  intoiinenee  by  word 

"Do  you  promiae  me  tfaia,  Treeailiani"  eaid  the 
Coonleaa.  ''la  it  poaaible  you  can  yel  repoee  so  much 
eonlldence  in  met  Do  you  promiae,  as  yon  its  a 
■•ntleman  and  a  man  of  honour,  to  intrude  to  my 
naltera,  neither  by  qnech  nor  actioo,  whatever  you 
may  ne  or  bear  that  aeeme  lo  you  to  demand  your 
intwftnnoe  1— Will  nn  ao  hr  truat  m 

"I  will,  upon  my  honour,"  aaid  ~ 
when  that  apace  ia  eipired" — — 

"When  that  apace  la  expired,"  aba  nid,  mterrupt- 
ing  him,  "you  an  free  to  act  oa  your  judgment  ahall 

"la there  nought  bcodea  lAich  I  can  do  for  you, 
Aaiy  r'  aaid  TreeaiUan. 

"  Notbins"  aaid  ahe,  "  save  10  leave  me,— that  la,  if 
— t  Huah  to  aduowMga  my  belplaanMaa  by  aalmig 


Ha  (poke  louder  ind  louder,  a>  TreuiliaiL  by 
wbom  be  Ml  hinuett  onrawad,  |OI  farther  and  tai- 
■hcr  out  of  beaiing. 

"  I  am  no  dog  in  Ihe  mansei^-bm  I  will  not  carry 
coala  neither— mind  IhaL  imrHaBier  TreaaUian;  and 
I  will  have  a  peep  at  thia  wench,  whoni  you  h»ve 
quarlered  ao  commodioiialy  Ln  youroJd  baunted  room 
—afraid  of  ghoata,  beUlw,  and  not  too  willing  to 
aleeo  alone.  If  /  had  doDe  thia  now  in  a  strange 
bttTi  cnatle,  the  word  had  bfen,— The  porter^a  lodge 
fbrtheknave!  and,— Havt  hiin  flogged— imodlebm 
down  ataira  lika  a  lumipl — Ay,  but  your  virtuous 

SnlLBnien  lake  attsnge  privileiea  over  ua.  wbo  are 
wnrighlaervanlsor^xraenscB.  Well-I  have  my 
Maaier  Traaedian'a  heail  under  my  belt  by  thia  lucky 
dwwvory,  that  iaoiM  thing  certain;  and  I  wdl  Uj 
lo  UK  ■  light  of  thia  LuuTabiidaa  of  his,  (hat  m  an- 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 


TuaaiUAN  walked  into  the  octer  yanj 
Oaatia,  taaet  knoaring  wbal  la  think  of  hia  late 
Mranga  and  moil  miexpeclad  interview  with  Amy 

Robaart,  aaddnbknu  if  he  had  done  w"   *-- 

matad  whh  the  ddesated  aulhohty  of 
pan  fail  novd  aa  aolaninlj  to  leave  he 
■uiduea  for  ao  many  ' — —     "-■  "■ 

bava  daii"'  ■■ ' 

probafalr , 

hia  natural  raaaoniiiB.    The 
lib  misht  di^wod  upon  hia  noi 
Mliea,  aiM]  rince  no  authoniy 
•Itricaw  her  from  the  power 

ha  wia  to  acknowledge  Amy  .,  . — ,     — 

title  had  he  lo  deatroy  lbs  hope  of  domaalic  peace 
which  might  vat  remain  to  her,  by  aeltiiu;  enmiiy 
betwixt  Ibemf    Tmaiban  reaoWed,  tberaibre,  acru- 
paloualjr  to  obaams  hia  word  pledged  to  Am?,  bo  ' 
bacnaa  it  had  been  given,  and  becauie,  ai  be  ei 
tbovgfat,  white  he  eonaidered  and  taconeidered  Ih 
axtraonlinary  jnierriew,  il  conld  not  ivitb  juiiice 
pnqsiff  y  have  been  rciiiaed. 
,  In  one  rcapecl,  he  bad  ninad  much  towards  (k 
litw  effectual  proleotion  lor  ihia  unhappy  and  ai 
beloved  object  of  hia  early  affection.    Amy  we*  ... 
longer  mewed  up  in  a  dialant  and  aoliury  relreat, 
nader  the  charge  of  peiaona  of  tknibiful  reputation 
She  waa  in  the  CaiAle  of  Kenilworth,  within  th< 
vei^  of  ilie  [toynl  Court  for  the  lime.  Ine  from  al 
tirt  of  violence,  and  lieble  to  be  prodnced  befon 
.M.__L..L    .^  ,|j^  gj^i  lummona.     Theae  were  dr 
II  greatly  the 


ir  om  bla  villanoua  d(«iendant-" 

know  nothing  of  that,"  laid  Wayland— "hot 

.  —lieve,  if  ehe  ia  to  roeoncile  henelf  with  euho 

Leiceater  or  Vamey,  the  aide  of  the  Caalle  of  fmi 

worth  which  will  be  die  labal  for  ua  will  be  the  ool- 

nde,  from  which  we  can  faaleal  flr  away.     It  ia  not 

V  purpose  to  aUde  an  inalanl  after  deTiveiy  tt  Ibm 

let  to  Idceatn,  which  waiCa  but  four  commandi 

._  find  iu  way  to  him.     See,  hen  il  i»— but  tut—* 

plague  on  il— 1  moat  bate  left  it  in  my  dos-kole,  in 

the  hayloft  yonder,  whetn  I  am  to  aleep." 

"  Death  and  fury  t"  eajd  TreaaUan,  tranqwrted  be- 
yond hit  uanal  palienee;   ''  thou  haflt  nnt  Inac  tbal  aa 
which  may  depend  a  elake  [ 
ihoueand  auch  livea  oa  thioa  'i 

"Loat  itl"  anaweaed  Wiyland,  readUyj  thai 
were  a  jeat  indeed  I  No,  ni,  I  hara  it  careful^  pat  v 
with  my  mght-aack,  and  aome  DiatMra  I  ban  octft- 
■ion  to  uae— I  will  [gtch  it  in  an  matant." 

"  Do  ao,"  aaid  Tnaailian  i  "  be  faithful,  and  than 
ahalt  be  wdl  rewarded-  Bot  if  I  have  raaeon  la 
uapeel  thea,  a  dead  dog  wsa  in  better  caaa  than 
loul" 

Wayland  bowed,  and  toid  hia  leave  with  aurmiBK 
Dniidenco  and  eleciity  j  bnt,  m  fact,  filled  with  tki 
tmoal  dread  and  conAisioc.  Tbi  letter  wee  Ion, 
lat  waa  certain,  no  (withstanding  the  apriogy  which 


-at  1"  proceeded  with 
bnatlueaa  oaution  lo  potir  mto  hia  ear  ibe  inleUi- 
■ance  that  the  ladf  had  eacapedfimnCumnoi  Place. 

"And  ia  al  preaanl  in  thisCaMlb"  nid  Treaailiani 

"  I  knew  it,  and  I  have  aeen  h«— Wae  it  hv  ■- 

•hoioetfietband  reAwain  mr  apartment  1" . 

"No,"  anawerad  WaylaDdi  '  bni  1  could  thmk  of 
ne  otbar  way  of  aafely  bellowing  her,  and  arai  but 
MO  haupy  to  Ind  a  depnty-ariier  who  knew  where 
Ton  am  gaartend  |— u  joUr  aooatjr  truly,  tba  hall 
on  ttaaoMbHidtaiidthakilchaBon  iheolbarl" 

Psca,  this  ta  no  lima  for  jaatingi"  anairera 
Treaailian,  itamly. 

"i  wal  thai  but  Mo  wall,"  aaid  ibe  artial,  "lor  . 
baveUt  theaethraadayiasif  Ihadan  hallar  round 
VMck.    TUalai^  knows  not  birr -'      '^ 


.. lan,  certainly,  occaiion  a  ilium  luj 

the  whole  intrifnie  in  which  he  had  been atflaBadi 
nor.  indeed,  did  Wayland  aee  much  provecl  of  iu 
remaining  eonceaiad,  in  any  event.     He  fell  raur^ 

hurt,  bendee,  at  Trewdian'a  bural  a 
"Nay,  if  I  am  lo  be  paid  m  thta 


vbere  my  neck  ta  concerned,  il  i>  time  . 
o  myasir.  Her«  have  I  oFboded,  for  a: 
a  the  death,  the  lord  of  ihia  aMlely  ■ 


,  —  augfai  I  know, 

._   aMlely  casile,  wboae 

powerfiil  lo  lake  away  my  life,  aa  iha 

breath  wbkh  apeaka  it  to  blow  out  a  faitning  candk. 
And  nil  Ihia  fora  mad  lad)',  and  a  melandtoly  gal- 
lant: who,  an  tie  losa  of  a  Ibar  nooked  bit  of  payer, 
iiaa  hia  band  on  bii  poignado,  aad  eween  death  ead 
fury  I— Then  them  il  the  Doctor  and  Vamey— I  w^ 
■ave  myaelf  from  the  whole  mcM  of  them — Life  M 
deamr  than  goM—I  will  fly  thii  iniiant.  tfaoogh  1 
leave  my  reward  behind  ma. 

Then  reAectiona  namrally  inoueh  oocnrrad  M  a 
mind  like  Wayland'a,  who  Gnind  himself  engaatd 
far  deeper  than  be  had  expected,  in  a  ttain  afmra- 
leiioua  and  uninulligible  intrigitea,  in  which  am 
aclora  aeemed  haitUy  u  know  lliar  ovm  oonraa. 
And  yet,  to  do  him  jualiee,  bis  penonal  fear*  wm^ 
1  aome  degree,  counlerbalancea  by  hia  ci 


"  I  have  done  more  than  bargain  by,  him,  and  bn 
biDDghl  hia  ertanl.daiiiDael  within  bia  reach,  ao  thai 
he  may  look  after  her  himaelTi  bat  I  tt^  tba  potf 
thing  ia  in  iBucb  danger  anwogailhaaeBliinnTnnM. 
I  will  to  her  chamber,  and  idlber  Ihe  fete  which  haa 
bdalten  her  letter,  that  ibe  may  write  another  if  ahe 
lial.  9he  cannot  lack  a  mwacntr.  1  trow,  who* 
there  are  ao  maivlackwa  thai  can  cany  ■  Ml^M 
Ibor  lord.  And  I  will  tell  her  alao  ihat  1  leave  the 
Caaike,  iraalinfi  her  (o  Qod,  her  own  nudanocb  ana 
Maater  Treaalmn'a  care  and  looluna  ancr.— P^iiM 
■he  may  remember  the  ring  ahe  oflered  DW— «  wta 
well  earned,  I  trow  i  bni  ihe  la  ■  lovriy  cratntK 
and— marry  hang  the  lingl  I  wp  not  bear  ■  baa* 
«iinl  lor  the  metier,  Ifl  fare  ill  m  thiawoiUfermT 
"-''-"■tura,  I  ^all  have  better  chance  in  the 
So  now  for  the  lady,  and  iheo  for  the  mad." 


\o  the  ehunben  of  Mtriyii" 


ndMichul 
I  Waylind. 


SUplo." 

A  huge  iU-made  uid  ill-looked  fellow,  npwiiniii  of 
di  tvet  high,  sppeuod  at  the  door.  andLBmbaurne 
proceeded  :  If  thou  be'si  so  fond  of  this  lower,  my 
mend,  thou  shall  Bee  ita  foundations,  good  twelve 
feet  below  the  bed  of  the  lake,  and  isttaated  by  oer- 
taia  jolly  loada.  soak™,  and  bo  forth,  which  Ihou 
will  find  mighty  good  company.  Therefort  once 
more  I  oak  you  m  fair  play,  who  thou  att,  and  what 
lliausGek'itherer' 

,  If  lbfl_duiigeon-gralc  once  claabea  behind  toe, 

nan.    He  therefore 

BuomiBaiyely,  "  He  was  the  poor  juBgler 

honour  had  met  yesterday  in  Weaiherly- 

jugglina  trick  an  thou  playing  in  Ibis 


If  llifl  dungeon-sralc 
Iboughl  WayKnd,  lani 


bottom. 

"Anil  ,-„_. 

lower!     Thy   mng, 

agattut  Chtilon  a  buu-^-... 

..  "  1  came  hsie  to  aee  my  Meier,"  said  li 
who  is  in  MaBtcrTresBiliBn'a  chamber,  ji 
"Ahal"  aaid  Lambounie,  B " 

Opon  my  honour,  for  a  slranger.  t 

Tronilian  makes  himwlf  at  home 

f\irniahe3  oi 


me.-Herk 


id  try  if  your  juggling 
hr   BO  hardhearted.   I 


hopei'  saidWayland;  "pc 

ur  will  allow  melo  speak  with  my 


"  Sialet  c 


Adam't 


'5,.'™," 


"  aaid  Latn- 


otneal  a-ijrying  to  this  ti>i 

think  of  it— urtB  daggers 

Dt  of  the  Castle,  (or  this  is  a  more  mam  i 

ban  thy  iuralety. 

"Butpleaaeyoar  worship,"  aaid  Wayland, 
3  enact  Anon  in  thepogeaot  upon  the  lake  b 

ChriBiopher  F'  said 


"I  will  act  it  myseli;  by  G 
Lamboume—"  Orion,  cull'st 
Orion,  •■''  •■-•■  -''  '-■ 


l,fi>t  B 


ca!  kna 


Or  Btay— Lawrence  do  thou  bring  him 


-fbllon 


Lawrence  neiied  by  the  collar  of  the  cloak  the 
OBresisting  jnggier,  while  Lambourne,  with  haaty 
iMpi^  led  xKe  way  to  that  same  aallj-pori,  or  aocrat 


nclud  his  brain  for  aome  device  which  migt 
the  poor  lady,  for  whom,  Dotwithatandingjh 
Unminsni  danger,  he  fell  deep  interest.  Bu 
he  was  Ihmat  oat  of  Ihe  Castle,  and  inforr 
Lamboume,  with  a  tmnendouB  oath,  rhat 
death  would  be  Ihe  corwequnnce  of  hia  agi 
proaching  it,  he  cast  up  hia  haada  and  eyea  tot 
aa  If  to  call  Ood  to  witneaa  he  had  stood 
uHermo«t  in  defence  of  the  oupresaedi  then 
his  back  on  the  praud  to  wera  ot  Kenjlworth,  an 
hie  way  to  seek  an  humbler  and  Bofrr  place  of 


ayland,, 


1   the  fort 


I  little 


e.  Master  Lambonr 


panion:  "Never  credit  t 
cangueaawbythouhaat  anven  tnispoor  CI 
the  Caetle,  just  when  be  was  to  bear  a  pi 
show  that  was  beginning  and  all  this  about  i 
i.L    I  „      i^cd  Lamboume,    ' 


:of  Black  Joan  Jug 

f  the  Dungeon' and  Lord  o 


of  Black  Joan  Junes  of  Slingdon.  ai 
■ympathy  with  human  frwliy.  Bui  corragii: 
_.^i.  ^^..l. ,._  ^ .,  ,      ^^  . 


Duke  o;   _    _ 

thou  art  aa  dark  in  this  mBtier  as  thine  own 
nione  of  Liitle-ease.  My  most  reverend  Sigi 
the  Lqw  Countries  of  Kenilwonh,  know  fti 
moal  notable  master,  Richard  Vamey,  would  i 
much  to  have  a  hole  in  this  same  Tti^sBilian'i 
as  wonld  make  ue  some  fifty  midnighl  can 
with  the  full  leave  of  bklding  Ihe  steward  gt 

''Nay,  an  thai  be  the  case,  thou  hast  rigCl, 

Lawrence  Staples,  Ihe  upper-warder,  or  ui  ce 

phrase,  the  (irsi  jailer  of  Kenilworib  Castle, 

the  Libetly  and  Honour  belonging  ihercioj 

will  you 


ir  belonging  then 
«hen  you  are  a"— 
er Lamboume;  l 


"Why  thou,  mine  honest  prince  of  prison  a 
leep  ward  in  my  abacnce— Let  Tressilian  onle 
vill,  buisee  thou  let  no  one  come  out.  If  the  t 
lerself  would  make  a  bteak,  aa  'tis  not  unti 
nay,  scare  her  hack  with  rough  worda^-aha  ii 
lallry  player'a  wench  after  all?' 

"Nay.  for  that  matter."  said  Lawrence,  "I 
hul  file  iron  wicket  upon  her,  that  etanda  w 
he  double  door,  and  bo  force  per  force  she  i 


o  fear.  Master  Lambmune,"  as 
nd  il  not  the  turning  of  a  ke] 

musl^have  hea^*!  tbr^s  st^r"  i 

,_-  .._ n  in  Keuilworth,  that  it  is  haun 

the  spirit  of  Arthur  ap  Mervyn.  a  wild  chief  tal 

'■-ce  Lord  Mortimer,  when  ne  wsb  one  of  the 

rehers  of  Walea  and  murdered,  as  they  i 

O,  I  have  heard  the  tale  five  hundred  limea, 
Lamboume,  "and  how  the  ghoal  ie  always 
tocirerous  when  ihey  boil  leeks  and  stirabout, 
toasted  cheesb,  in  the  culinary  regione.  Sent 
'olo,  man,  hold  thy  longuiL  I  know  all  about  i 
"  Ay,  bui  ibou  doai  not.  though,"  said  the  lu 
'  for  aa  wise  as  thou  wouldsl  inake  thyself. 


eel,  know  nothing  of  ii.    To  give  a  niulini 
.  u. .  .         -he  head  with  the  keys,  and  I 
It  I  call  keeping  order  in  the 


the  head  with  the  1 

tt,lhBl'H  what  I  call  keeping  (■. ■.... 

_  draw  weapon  and  slay  him,  aa  wae  di 
Ihie  Welsh  lord,   Oiai  raises  you  a  ghost  ihi 
yourpriaon-houee  untenantable  by  uiy . 
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fmod  aquiret  tud  men  of  worahiis  .that  have  taken  a 
nde  oa  the  highway,  or  siandeiea  my  Lord  of  La- 
ceeter,  or  the  like,  fifty  fioet  under  ground,  rather 
than  1  would  put  them  into  that  upper  chamber 
yonder  that  they  call  Mervyn's  Bower.  Indeed,  by 
good  Saint  Peter  of  the  Fettero.  I  roanrel  mr  noble 
ford,  or  Master  Yamey.  could  think  of  lodging 
guesta  there :  and  if  this  Master  Treesilian  could  get 
any  one  to  keep  him  companv,  and  in  especial  a 
pretty  wench,  why,  truly,  I  think  he  was  in  the  rie^t 
on't'* 

"  I  tell  thee,"  said  Lamboume,  leading  the  way  into 
the  turnkey's  apartment,  "  thou  art  an  ass. — Go  bolt 
the  wicket  on  the  stair,  and  trouble  not  thy  noddle 
about  ghosts— Give  me  the  wine  stoiq),  man ;  I  am 
somewhat  heated  with  chafing  with  yonder  rascaL" 

While  Lamboume  drew  a  long  draught  from  a 
pitcher  of  claret,  which  he  made  use  of  without  anv 
cup.  the  warder  went  on,  vindicating  his  own  belief 
in  the  supernatural. 

'*  Thou  hast  been  few  hours  in  this  Castle,  and  hast 
been  for  the  whole  space  so  dnmk.  LamboumcL  that 
thou  art  deai^  dumb,  and  blind'  But  we  should  hear 
less  of  your  bragang,  were  you  to  pass  a  night  with 
us  at  full  moonfor  then  the  ghost  is  busiest ;  and 
more  especially  ^en  a  rattlifU"  wind  sets  in  from  the 
north-west,  with  some  sprinuing  of  rain,  and  now 
and  then  a  growl  of  thunder.  Body  o'  me.  what 
crackings  and  clashings,  what  grqamngs  and  what 
bowlings^  will  there  be  at  such  times  m  Mervyn's 
Bower,  right  a^  it  were  over  our  head&  till  the  mat- 
ter of  two  quarts  of  distilled  waters  has  not  been 
enoi^  to  keep  my  lads  and  me  in  some  heart !" 

"Pshaw,  man !"  replied  Lamboume,  on  whom  his 
last  draught,  joined  to  repeated  visitations  of  the 
pitcher  upon  former  occasions,  began  to  make  some 
innovation,  "thou  speak' st  thou  anow'st  not  what 
about  q>irits.  No  one  knows  justly  what  to  say  about 
ihem  i  and,  in  short,  least  said  may  in  that  matter  be 
soonest  amended.  Some  men  believe  in  one  thing, 
some  in  another— it  is  all  matter  of  fancy.  I  have 
known  them  of  all  sorts,  my  dear  Lawrence  Lock- 
the-door,  and  sennble  men  too.  There's  a  great  lord 
— we'll  pass  his  name,  Lawrence— he  believes  in  the 
stars  and  the  moon,  the  planets  and  their  courses,  and 
so  forth,  and  that  they  twinkle  exclusively  for  his  be- 
nefit; when,  in  sober,  or  rather  in  dmnken  tmtb, 
Lawrence,  th^  are  only  shining  to  ke^  honest  fel- 
lows like  me  out  of  the  kennel.  Well  sir,  let  his  hu- 
mour pass,  he  is  great  enough  to  indulge  it.— Then 
look  ye,  there  is  another — a  very  learaea  man,  I  pro- 
mise Vou,  and  can  vent  Greek  and  Hebrew  as  ust  as  I 
can  ThMves';Latin— he  has  an  humour  of  sympathies 
and  antipathies— of  changing  lead  into  gold  and  the 
like— why,  via,  let  that  pass  too,  and  let  him  pay  those 
in  transmigrated  coin,  who  are  foob  enough  to  let  it 
be  current  with  them.— Then  here  comest  thou  thy- 
self, another  great  man,  though  neither  learned  nor 
noblc^  yet  fW  six  feet  high,  and  thou,  like  a  purblind 
mole,  must  needs  believe  in  ghosts  and  gobuns,  and 
such  like.— Now,  there  is,  besides,  a  great  man— that 
IS,  a  great  little  man,  or  a  little  great  man,  my  dear 
Lawrence— and  his  name  begins  with  V,  and  what 
believes  hel  Why,  nothing,  honest  Lawrence,  nothing 
in  earth,  heaven^  or  hell;  and  for  my  part,  if  I  believe 
there  is  a  devil,  it  is  only  because  I  think  there  must 
be  some  one  to  catch  our  aforesaid  friend  by  the  back, 
when  soul  and  body  sever,'  as  the  ballad  says— for 
your  antecedent  will  have  a  consequent — raro  anU- 
cedcnitm^  as  Doctor  Bircham  was  wont  to  say— But 
this  is  Greek  to  you  now,  honest  Lawrence,  and  in 
sooth  learning  is  dry  work— Hand  me  the  pitcher  once 
more." 

"In  faith,  if  you  drink  more,  Michael,"  said  the 
warder,  "  you  will  be  in  sorry  case  either  to  play  Arion 
or  to  wait  on  your  master  on  such  a  solemn  night  t 
and  I  expect  each  moment  to  hear  the  great  belitoll 
for  the  muster  at  Mortimer's  Tower,  to  receive  the 
Queen." 

While  Staples  remonstrated,  Lamboume  drank; 
and  then  setting  down  the  pitcher,  which  was  nearly 
einptwd,  with  a  deep  sigh,  he  said,  in  an  under  tone, 
5J"?J*  soon  rose  to  a  wffi  one  as  his  speech  proceed- 
ed.    Never  mind,  Lawrence— if  I  be  dnmk,  I  know 


that  shall  make  VanMy  opkold  me  sober.  Bat,  as  I 
said,  never  mind,  I  can  carry  my  drink  diacycetiy- 
Morsover,  I  am  to  go  on  the  water  as  Orion,  ukd 
shall  take  cold  unless  I  take  something  oonafortable 
beforehand.  Not  play  Orion!  Let  us  see  tlie  best 
roarer  that  ever  strained  his  lungs  for  twetve^peaee 
out-mouth  mel  What  if  they  see  me  a  little  iliiM^iiiw.il  T 
—Wherefore  should  any  man  be  sober  to-mghtl  an- 
swer me  that— It  is  matter  of  loyalty  to  be  merTT — 
and  I  tell  thee,  there  are  those  in  the  Castle,  woo, 
if  ^ey  are  not  merry  when  drunk,  have  Uttle  chanfar 
to  be  merry  when  sobei^-I  name  no  names,  L«^r- 
rence.  But  your  pottle  of  sack  is  a  fine  aboeinK^hom 
to  pull  on  a  loyai  humour,  and  a  menr  one.  '"■*tt» 
for  Queen  Elizabeth ! — for  the  noble  Leioes 
the  worshipful  Master  Yamey  1— and  for 
Lambourne,  that  can  turn  them  all  round  hisfiaserf* 

So  saying,  he  walked  down  stairs,  and  across  dM 
inner  court. 

The  warder  looked  after  him,  shook  his  head,  and, 
while  he  drew  cfose  and  lodged  a  wicket,  wfaicfa. 
crossing  the  staircase,  rendered  it  impossibls  for  sury 
<Kie  to  ascend  hisher  than  the  story  imrae^tely  be- 
neath Mervyn's  Bower,  as  Tressilian's  chamber  ivas 
named,  he  thus  soliloquized  with  himaetf— "  It's  a 
good  thing  to  be  a  favourite — ^I  wdl  nigh  lost 
office,  because  one  frDsty  morning  Master  Yl_ 
thought  I  smelled  of  aquavitsB }  and  this  follow 

appear  before  him  dmnk  as  a  wineskin,  and  yet  n 

no  rebuke.  But  then  he  is  a  pestilent  clever  iellow 
withal,  and  no  one  can  understand  above  <me  half  oif 
what  he  says." 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

Now  bid  tiM  ttsepto  roek— the  coidm 
Speak  for  ns,  belli    tpesk  fornc,  shrill 
8Uod  to  tb J  linstock,  foaoer ;  let  Utj 
Plajrsachapeel.  esirapeyniiD  foe 
Came  streteti'd  in  tnrben'd  nnkt  to  ttonn  ttie  .„ 
We  will  h«ve  pefeants  too— but  Uwt  crares  wit. 
And  I'm  a  roofh-bewn  eoldier. 

Tkt  Virgin  QaietA, «  Ty«fi-OMwtfy. 

TasssiLLAN,  when  Wayland  had  left  him,  as  nnen- 
tioned  in  the  last  chapter,  remained  uncertain  what  he 
ought  next  to  do,  when  Raleigh  and  Blount  came  np 
to  him  arm  in  arm,  yet,  according  to  their  wont,  very 
eageriy  disputing  together.  TreMilian  had  no  great 
desire  for  their  society  in  the  present  state  of  his  feel- 
ings^ but  there  was  no  possibility  of  avoiding  them ; 
and  mdeed  he  felt  that,  bound  by  his  promise  not  to 
approach  Amy,  or  take  any  step  in  her  behalf^  it  would 
be  his  best  course  at  once  to  mix  with  general  socie- 
ty, and  to  exhibit  on  his  brow  as  little  as  he  could  of 
the  anguish  and  uncertainty  which  sat  heavy  at  bis 
heart.  He  therefore  made  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and 
hailed  his  comrades  with,  "All  mirth  to  yon,  gentle^ 
men.    Whence  come  yel 

"  From  Warwick,  to  be  sure,"  said  Blount ;  **  we 
must  needs  home  to  change  our  habits  Ukepoor  play- 
ers, who  are  fain  to  multiply  their  persons  to  outward 
appearance  by  change  of  suits;  and  you  had  better  do 
the  like  Tre ssilian." 

"  Blount  is  right."  said  Raleigh ;  "  the  Queen  loves 
such  marks  of  denerence,  and  nodcee,  as  wanting  in 
respect,  those  who,  not  arriving  in  her  immediate  at* 
tendance  may  appear  in  their  soiled  and  ruffled  riding- 
dress.  But  look  at  Blount  himsdfl  Tressilian,  for  the 
love  of  laughter,  and  see  how  his  viilanous  tailor  hath 
apparelled  him— in  blue,  green,  and  crimson,  with 
carnation  ribands,  and  yellow  roses  hi  his  shoes  f ' 

"Whv,  what  would'st  thou  have?"  said  Blount 
"  I  told  the  cross-legged  thief  to  do  his  best,  and 
q>are  no  cost;  and  methinks  these  things  are  gay 
enough— gayer  than  thine  own— ril  be^dged  by 
Tressilian." 

"  I.agree-I  agree,"  said  Walter  Raleifi^.  "  Jodga 
betwixt  us,  Tressilian,  for  the  love  of  heaven.'* 

Tressilian,  thus  appealed  to,  looked  at  them  both, 
and  was  immediately  sensible  at  a  singje^ance,  that 
honest  Blount  had  taken  iux>n  the  tailor's  warrant 
the  pied  garments  which  he  had  chosen  to  make,  and 
was  as  much  embarrassed  by  the  quantity  of  points 
and  ribands  which  garnished  his  dress,  as  a  down  is  in 
his  holyday  clothes;  while  the  dress  of  Rakigh  was  a 
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irell-fancted  and  rich  suit,  which  the  weater  bore  as 
a  (Earb  too  weH  adapted  to  his  elegant  person  to  at- 
tract partieolar  attention.  Tressiuan  said,  therefore, 
**  That  Bloont's  dress  was  finest,  but  Raleigh's  the 
beat  funded." 

Blotint  was  satisfied  with  this  decision.  "  I  knew 
mine  was  finest."  he  said;  "if  that  knave  Double- 
stitch  had  brought  me  home  such  a  simple  doublet  as 
that  of  Raleigh's,  I  would  have  beat  ma  brains  out 
with  his  own  pressing-iron.  Nay,  if  we  must  be  fools, 
ever  let  us  be  fools  of  the  first  head,  say  I." 

"  But  why  gettest  thou  not  on  thy  braveries,  Tres- 
sihanT'  said  Raleigh. 

'*  I  am  excluded  from  my  apartment  by  a  silly  mis- 
take," said  Tressilian,  "and  separated  for  the  time 
fix>nk  my  baggase.  I  was  about  to  seek  thee,  to  be- 
aeech  a  share  of  thy  lodging." 

**  And  welcome,'^  saidRaleigh ;  "  it  is  a  noble  one. 
My  Lord  of  Leicester  has  done  us  that  kindness,  and 
iooged  us  in  princely  fashion.  If  his  courtcsv  be  ex- 
torted reluctantljr,  it  is  at  least  extended  far.  1  would 
advise  you  to  tell  jrour  strait  to  the  Earl's  chamber- 
lain— you  will  have  instant  redress." 

**  Nay,  it  is  not  worth  whila  since  you  can  spare 
ma  room,"  replied  Tressilian —  I  would  not  be  trou- 
bleaome.— Has  any  one  come  hither  with  you  ?" 

"O,  ay,"  said  Blount;  "Vamey,  and  a  whole  tribe 
of  Leicestrians,  bendes  about  a  score  of  us  honest 
Sussex  folk.  We  are  all,  it  seems,  to  receive  the 
Qneen  at  what  they  call  the  Ghillery'- tower,  and  wit- 
ness some  fooleries  there:  and  then  we're  to  remain 
in  attendance  upon  the  wieen  in  the  Great  Hall— 
God  blesa  the  mark— while  those  who  are  now  wait- 
ing upon  her  Grace  get  rid  of  their  slou^,  and  dofi* 
their  riding-suits.  Heaven  help  me,  if  her  Grace 
riiould  speak  to  me,  I  shall  never  know  what  to  an- 
swerr 

**  And  what  has  detained  them  so  lon^  at  War- 
wick 7"  said  Tressilian,  unwilling  that  thev  conver- 
sation should  return  to  his  own  afiairs. 

'*  Such  a  succession  of  fooleries,"  said  Blount,  "as 
were  never  seen  at  Bartholomew-fair.  We  have  had 
speeches  and  players,  and  dogs  and  bears,  and  men 
making  monkeys,  and  women  moppets,  of  them- 
selves— ^I  marvel  the  Clueen  could  endure  it.  But 
ever  and  anon  came  in  something  of  '  the  lovelv 
light  of  her  gracious  countenance/  or  some  such 
trash.  Ah !  vanity  makes  a  fool  of  the  wisest.  But, 
come,  let  us  on  to  this  same  Grallery-tower, — though 
I  see  not  what  thou,  Tressilian,  canst  do  with  thy 
riding-dress  and  boots." 

"  I  will  take  my  station  behind  thee,  Blount,"  said 
Tressililm,  who  saw  that  his  friend's  unusual  finery 
had  taken  a  strong  hold  of  his  imagination;  "thy 
goodly  size  and  gay  dress  will  cover  my  defects." 

**And  so  thou  shalt,  Edmund,"  said  Blount  "In 
faith  I  am  glad  thou  think' st  my  garb  well-fancied, 
for  all  Mr.  Wittypate  here ;  for  when  one  does  a  fool- 
idh  things  it  is  right  to  do  it  handsomely." 

So  saying,  Blount  cocked  his  beaver,  threw  out  his 
Ic^,  and  marched  manfully  forward,  as  if  at  the  head 
oi  nis  brigade  of  pikemen,  ever  and  anon  looking 
with  complaisance  on  his  crimson  stockings,  ana 
the  huge  yellow  roses  which  blossomed  on  his  shoes. 
Tressilian  followed,  wrapt  in  his  own  sad  thoughts, 
and  scarce  minding  Raleigh,  whose  quick  fancv, 
amused  by  the  awkward  vanity  of  his  respectable 
friend,  vented  itself  in  jests,  which  he  whispered  into 
Tressilian's  ear. 

In  this  manner  they  crossed  the  long  bridge,  or  tilt- 
yard^  and  took  their  station,  with  other  gentlemen  of 
quality,  before  the  outer  gate  of  the  Gallery,  or  En- 
trance-tower. The  whole  amounted  to  about  forty 
persons,  all  selected  as  of  the  first  rank  under  that  of 
knighthood,  and  were  disposed  in  double  rows  on 
either  side  of  the  gate,  like  a  guard  of  honour^  within 
the  close  hedge  of  Dikes  and  partisans,  which  was 
formed  by  Leicester's  retainers,  wearing  his  liveries. 
The  gentfemen  carried  no  arms  save  their  swords  and 
daggers.  These  gallants  were  as  gaily  drewed,  as 
unagination  coulodevise ;  and  as  the  garb  of  the  nme 
permitted  a  great  displav  of  expensive  magnificence 
nought  was  to  be  seen  out  velvet  and  cloth  of  tpld 
and  nlver,  ribands,  feathers,  gems,  and  golden  chains. 
4D 
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In  spite  of  his  more  serious  subjects  of  distress,  Tres- 
silian could  not  help  feehng,  that  he,  with  his  riding- 
suit,  however  handsome  it  might  be,  made  rather  an 
unworthy  figure  among  these  **  fierce  vanities,"  and 
the  rather  because  he  saw  that  his  dishabUlc  was  the 
subject  of  wonder  among  his  own  friends,  and  of 
scom  among  the  partisans  of  Leicester. 

We  could^not  suppress  this  hct,  though  it  may 
seem  something  at  variance  with  the  gravity  of  Tres- 
silian's character ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  a  regard  for 
personal  api>earance  is  a  species  of  self-love,  from 
which  the  wisest  are  not  exempt,  and  to  which  the 
mind  clings  so  instinctively,  that  not  only  the  soldier 
advancing  to  almost  inevitable  death,  but  even  the 
doomed  criminal  who  goes  to  certain  execution, 
shows  an  anxiety  to  array  his  person  to  the  best  ad-  * 
vantage.    But  this  is  a  digresnon. 

It  was  the  twilight  of  a  summer  night,  (9th  July, 
1576,)  the  sun  havmg  for  some  time  set,  and  all  were 
in  anxious  expectation  of  the  Queen's  immediate  ap- 
proach. The  multitude  had  r«nained  assembled  tor 
many  hours,  and  their  numbers  were  still  rather  on 
the  increase.  A  profuse  distribution  of  ref^hments, 
together  with  roasted  oxen,  and  barrels  of  ale  set  a- 
broach  m  difierent  places  of  the  road,  had  kept  the 
populace  in  perfect  love  and  loyalty  towards  the 
Queen  and  her  favourite,  which  might  have  some- 
what abated  had  fasting  been  added  to  watching. 
They  passed  away  the  time,  therefore,  with  the  usual 
popular  amusements  of  whooping,  hallooing,  shriek- 
ing, and  playing  rude  tricks  upon  each  other,  forming 
the  chorus  of  discordant  sounds  usual  on  such  occa- 
sions. These  prevailed  all  through  the  crowded  roads 
and  fields,  and  especially  beyond  the  gate  of  the 
Chase,  where  the  greater  number  of  the  common  son 
were  stationed;  when,  all  of  a  sudden,  a  single  rocket 
was  seen  to  shoot  into  the  atmosphere^,  and,  at  the 
instant,  far  heard  over  flood  and  field,  the  great  bell 
of  the  Castle  tolled. 

Immediately  there  was  a  pause  of  dead  silence; 
succeeded  by  a  deep  hum  of  expectation,  the  united 
voice  of  many  thousands,  none  of  whom  spoke  above 
their  breath;  or,  to  use  a  singular  expression,  the 
whisoer  of^in  immense  multitude. 

"They  come  now,  for  certain,"  said  Raleigh. 
"  Tressilian,  that  sound  is  grand.  We  hear  it  from 
this  distance,  as  mariners,  after  a  long  voyage,  hear, 
upon  their  night-watch,  the  tide  rash  upon  some  dis- 
tant and  unknown  shore." 

"Mass!"  answered  Blount,  ''I  hear  it  rather  as  I 
used  to  hear  mine  own  kine  lowing  firom  the  close  of 
Wittens-westlowe." 

"  He  will  assuredlv  graze  presently,"  said  Raleigh 
to  Tressilian ;  "  his  thought  is  all  of  tat  oxen  and  fer- 
tile meadows — he  grows  little  better  than  one  of  his 
own  beeves,  and  only  becomes  grand  when  he  is 
provoked  to  pushing  and  goring." 

"  We  shall  have  him  at  that  presently,"  said  Tres- 
silian, "if  you  spare  not  your  wit" 

"  Tush,  I  care  not,"  answered  Rald^ ;  "  but  thou 
too,  Tressilian,  hast  mmed  a  kind  of^owi,  that  flies 
only  by  night ;  hast  exchanged  thy  songs  for  screech- 
inn,  and  good  company  for  an  ivy-tod?' 

^  But  what  manner  of  animal  art  thou  thyself, 
Raleigh,"  said  Tressilian,  "  that  thou  boldest  us  all 
so  lightly')" 

"Who,  1 7"  replied  Raleigh.  "  An  eagle  am  I,  that 
never  will  think  of  dull  earth  while  there  is  a  heaven 
to  soar  in.  and  a  sun  to  gaze  upon." 

"  Well  bra@^  by  Samt  Bamaby !"  said  Blount ; 
"but,  good  Master  Eagleu  beware  the  cage,  and  be- 
ware the  fowler.  Many  birds  have  flown  as  hi^, 
that  I  have  seen  stuffed  with  straw,  and  hung  up  to 
scare  kites.— But  hark,  what  a  dead  silence  hath  fal- 
len on  them  at  once  I"  .,,.,«        . 

"The  procession  pauses,"  said  Raleigh,  at  the 
gate  of  the  Chase,  where  a  sibyl,  one  of  the  FafidictCt 
meets  the  Clueen,  to  tell  her  fortune.  ,1  «»w  the  ver- 
ses ;  there  is  little  savour  in  them,  and  her  Grace  has 
been  already  crammed  full  with  such  poetical  com- 
pliments. She  whispered  to  me  during  the  IU«ord- 
er's  speechypnder.  at  Ford-mill,  as  she  entered  the 
HberUes  of  Warwick,  how  she  was  *  perUesa  barbarce 


ferout^  that  the  counirf  a^mad  for  mile*  rouniL  The 
guards,  itucklir  eutioned  upon  ibe  roid  by  which  the 
Uiwen  wu  to  advsDoe,  cui^t  up  the  acddiDaUoii, 
which  ran  like  wildflre  to  the  Caslle,  and  announced 
(a  all  within,  that  Queen  Elizabeth  had  entered  the 
Bofal  Chaee  of  Eenilwonh.  The  whole  miuic  of 
the  Caetle  sounded  at  oaee,  and  a  round  of  artillery, 
with  a  salvo  of  soisll  snns,  was  dischsrged  from  the 
bacliemenuii  but  the  noiHOf  drams  and  irumpels, 
.  and  even  of  ihe  cannon  tbenuelvea,  was  buc  uinuy 
heud  amitlBl  Ihe  roaiing  and  reiterated  wclcoRiea  of 


light 


broadening  lU 


ledK 


[0  abate,  a  broad  glL 

to  appear  fron  the  itnte  of  Ihe  Park, 

g  and  brighlening  ai  it  ca 

vanced  along  the  open  ana  fair  avei 

wants  the  Gallery-iDwer ;  which,  as  i 

noticed,  was  lined  on  either  hand  by 

the  Earl  of  Leicester.    The  word  viai  pasBeu  i 

the  line,    "The  Queen  1   The  Queen!     Silence 

•iBnil  fiiai  I"    Onward  catne  the  cavalcade.  i|. 

.^  I.,...,  „„,-»men.  wnicQ  cb--  -  '■'■'■ 
road  dny  all  (U 

^.j  ^«  the  ptindf 
Bulf,  arraysd  in  lheniuD>> 

with  jewels,  formed  thi ,_-      -  — 

mounted  on  a  milk-while  horse,  wliich  she  reined 
with  peculiBr  siBce  and  dignity ;  and  in  the  whole  of 
bar  Stataljr  and  aMa  camaHe,  you  saw  iba  daughter 
of  a  hundred  kings. 

IW  ladiss  of  ine  cotirt,  who  rode  heside  her  Ha- 
Jeaty,  bad  taken  especial  care  that  thai  own  external 
ajipealBOce  dkHiki  not  be  more  Rloiioua  tha 
rank  and  the  oecuion  altogether  demanded:, 

no  infinior  luminair  might  tppeu 

orbit  of  royalty.    But  tbev  personal  miuiiu,  • 
magnifieance  by  which,  uitder  every  ptnocnU—.,-. 
Birami,  they  were  neoessaiily  distingmsnsd,  exhibitad 
them  BB  the  yery  flower  of  a  realm  so  isr  fiuned  for 


,  who  fiiittered  like  a  golden  image  with 

E'  wels  and  doth  of  sold,  rode  on  Her  Hajeat/s  ligbi 
ind,  aa  wall  in  Quaulr  of  her  host,  as  of  ber  Haatei 
of  the  Hoik.    Iiie  black  steed  which  be  mounted 
had  not  a  angle  white  hair  on  bis  body,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  renowned  cbaigEis  in  Europe,  havii^ 
been  pim^asod  by  the  Earl  M  large  expense  fin  tha 
loyal  occasion.    As  the  noble  animal  chafed  at  the 
slow  pace  of  the  procession,  and,  arching  his  stately 
Deck,  champed  on  the  silyer  bits  which  teatrainaa 
him,  the  feam  flew  from  his  mouth,  and  ipecked  his 
wcll-fijnned  hmbs  as  if  with  gpots  of  snow.    T'-- 
hder  well  became  the  hsfa  plsce  which  he  held,  i 
the  proud  sised  which  he  bestrode ;  for  no  man 
England,  or  perhapa  in  Europe,  wan  more  perf 
than  Dudley  in  horseman  ahiii,  and  all  other  eierci 
betonginti  lo  his  qualiiy.     fie  wbb  bare-headed, 
were  all  the  couttiete  in  the  train ;  and  the  red  ton 
light  shone  upon  hie  long  curled  treases  of  darii  hi 

the  severeat  criticism  could  only  object  the  loidly 
fault,  aa  it  may  be  termed,  of  a  fbrehend  somewhat 
too  high.  On  that  proud  evening,  those  features* 
alt  the  BralefUl  eoiidtude  of  a  aubjccl,  to  ahow  li 
■elf  sensihleorihe  high  banour  which  the  Queen 
conftrring  on  him.  and  all  the  pride  and  satisfac 
wiiicb  became  so  ^rtous  a  moment.     Vet,  though 
neiiheieye  nor  feature  betrayed  aught  but  feelingi 
which  suited  the  occaoon,  some  oithc  Earl's  per 
eonol  atlendanle  remarked  that  he  wan  imusuill) 
pale,  end  they  expreaeed  10  each  other  their'  fear  thai 
he  WH  taking  more  bligue  than  consuted  with  hit 

ymmr  followed  doae  behind  his 


resolution  ahould  cany  him  sncooafiilly  thttM^  1 

day  so  agilaliDg.    For  althou^  Tamey  waa  od«  al 

•■-B  few— the  very  few  moral  monsten,  who  ataunt 

lull  to  deep  the  remorse  of  thdr  own  lHMDin%  anri 

B  drugged  into  moral  insenaibilily  by  arliiasiii,  •> 

—  ■-  —- Bgoay  arc  tuUed  by  opum,  yet  he 


knew  that  ii 


1  of  lue  patron  t! 


lis  lord  fell, — 

..lie  described,  the  goi 

Blood,  by  Vamey'.  .-.. „ , 

'-' J  mder  an  indispoaiiion  which 

apolojn  to  the  Queen  Ibr  hi 
.jnilwoiih,  there  was  little,  •<< 

Uiought, 


leas  laboured  under  an  int 
unanaweraJile 

blJIfa' 


„  of  the  wor_     ._ 

lever,  assured  as  L<ord  Leicesm 

iteUigence,  that  his  Cobb- 


Behindcame  a  long  crowd  of  knights  Bn]| 
wboBc  rank  and  oirtb.  however  dialiugv] 


o  any  external  we^- 


r^. 


procession,  whose  fToni  was  of  auch  august  majeon. 

Thus  marshalled,  the  cavalcade  approadMd  Ac 
Gallery- lower,  which  forme^  "  we  luTO  oneaob- 
aervcd,  the  extreme  barrier  or  the  Castle. 

It  wiB  now  the  pan  olthe  huge  porter  to  anp  Ibr- 
wardi  but  the  lubbard  was  ao  overwhrimed  wi^ 
confusian  of  spirit, — the  contents  of  one  inuDcaai  1 
black  jack  of  donbls  als,  whirii  he  had  Just  drank  id 
qnidien  his  memorr,  having  ttvachctvusly  oonhiaed 
the  brain  it  was  intended  to  dear,— that  be  <nly 
groaned  pitsoualy,  and  remained  atting  on  bn  atooe 
seal  i  and  the  (ween  would  have  paaaed  on  witfaant 
neeong,  had  not  the  gigantic  WMder'a  secret  ally.  I 
FlihberlHibbet,  who  lay  peniue  behind  him,  Ihrsst  a 
pin  into  the  rear  of  the  snort  femoral  garment  wbicfc  ! 
we  elsswhere  described. 

The  porter  uttered  a  sort  of  a  yell,  which  cai»e  not   ' 
amiss  into  btB  part,  ataited  up  with  bis  dob,  awl 
dealt  a  sound  douse  or  two  on  each  side  of  him  ;  and 
then,  like  a  coach-horss  pricked  by  the  v>p,  started 
off  al  once  into  the  ftill  career  (rf  nis  address^  and  bj 
dintof  active  promptiiiB  on  the  part  of  Didtie  Slodn 
delivered,  in  soundil  of  gigantic  inlonatioii,  ■  ■peeet 
which  may  be  thus  abn^ed|— the  reader  beoig  to   I 
suppose  that  the  first  liites  were  addreaaed  to  tlie   1 
throng  who  approached  ihe  ntcwBy-,  the  condu'    I 
UDO,  at  the  approach  of  the  Queen,  upon  a^l  of 
-rbom,  as  struck  by  some  heavenly  vision,  tbe  gigan- 

"* —  "■ his  club,  resened  hia  kcya,  and 

the  night,  and  all 


Eliiabclh  re 


mtHfm 

— ;ed  most  graciously  tbs  h<nnaaec< 

the  Herculean  porter,  and,  bending  ber  head  tolmi 
in  requital,  paased  Ihroi^h  IiIb  giuided  (ower,  from 
the  top  01  which  waa  poured  a  damoroua  blast  of 
warlike  musLC^  which  waa  repUed  to  by  othsr  bandi 
of  minstrelsy  placed  at  difTerent  points  on  ibe  Castle 
■  TMi  ie  SB  in       ■ 


EBNILWORTH. 


'ilU.  and  by  othcn  leain  BtitioDcd  in  the  Chase ; 
hile  the  tonee  of  the  one,  u  ther  yet  Ttbniad  on 
le  echon,  were  cuigbt  up  uid  umrered  by  new 
armonT  from  diflsreni  quulsn. 

Aniidil  theaeburauof  muHc,  which,  u  If  the  work 
r  enehaDtment,  nemed  now  cla*e  nl  hand,  now 
:iflened  b*  tliatant  (pace,  now  wailiDs  k>  low  and 
iveri  ■■  if  (hat  diitance  were  KTaduulT  proloimd 
mil  only  the  laat  Hngering  ■Iranu  oouM  rearh  the 
ar,  QuBsn  Elizabalh  croaMd  the  OaUery-lower,  and 
■me  upon  Ihe  lonx  bridge,  which  extended  from 
Hence  to  Mortiiner's  Tower,  and  which  wai  ulraady 
s  hghi  as  day,  80  many  torches  had  been  fulened 
a  (be  paliaades  on  either  ude,  Hoai  of  the  noblee 
ere  aUghied,  and  aent  ihdr  horie*  to  the  noshhoui- 
iff  villase  of  KenUworth,  following  ihe  Queen  on 
001  (■  cGd  the  Ksntleman  who  had  stood  in  anay  lo 
eroTe  her  at  the  Oallair- tower. 

On  ihia  occaaiDa,  aa  at  diAereni  tiniE*  diirinji  the 
iveDins,  Raleisfa  addnaaad  himaelf  to  Treaailian,  and 
vaanol  a  litUe  ampriiod  at  his  vague  and  unaaua- 
mctory  annrera;  which,  ^ned  (o  hia  leaving  hia 
ipailmant  vitboat  any  aangned  reason,  appealing  in 
in  undreaa  wboo  il  waa  like^  lo  be  ofTenaive  la  Ihe 
luaan,  and  anme  other  aymptoma  of  irregularity 
triiieh  he  thoughl  he  diacovered,  led  him  to  doubt 
whathat  hia  ftiand  did  not  labour  under  some  tempo- 
tanr  deransBment. 

Haanwhfle,  the  Quean  had  no  a< 
the  bridiia  than  a  new  apectacte  « 
aa  aooQ  aa  the  mtuic  nve  ajoial  th 

advanced,  a  raft,  ao  dnpoaed^aa  to  ._ 

floating  laland,  iUmmnalad   by  a  great  variety  of 

L__  — J — ^ ■■-' bySoaling  pageantafonnod 

m  which  satTntone,  Nereida, 


behind  a  amsll  heronry  where  it  had  been  concealed, 
noaiedaontly  tomrda  tbefartherendofthebiidBe. 
On  liw  ialet  apeaared  a  bmuilifnl  woman,  dad  in 


the  porter,  the  advantage  of  a  t^roropter,  paid 
— ■"-  - — ludence,  leaiing  off  tu«  yiiard,  a^  awt 


Mike  Lamboiime,  th 


"Cogal 

bat  hoD 

her  M^jeai 


lliia  uopremediutad  baflbanery  anawoed  the  pur- 

obably  bettra  than  the  aet  apeeeh  would  have 

The  Queen  laughed  heamy,  aitd  aware  (in 


tn 


It  appeared  i 
oaradHlken 


__     __      ___      hvlaelinaa 

ot  the  Hebtawa.    Her  feat  and  arma  were  Mte,  but 
her  wriita  and  anklaa  w«re  adorned  with  gold  brae^ 


xmm.    Amidat  bar  Iinwwikjt  black 

aowa  or  diaplet  of  artmcul  miatle- 

loe,  and  bora  in  bar  haiul  ■  rod  of  dfonv  tipped  with 
■ilver.  Two  njmipha  ananded  on  ber,  draaaed  m  tba 
•we  aotiqne  and  mgmical  gniaa. 

l^e  pageant  waa  aa  well  managed,  that  thia  Lady 
of  the  Floating  Uand,  having  panbnned  her  voyage 
— '*- '-  ~-tin>eaqua  cfieel,  lianded  at  HoniniePa 


Towar  vrilh  her  two 

"™™'"lberaelf  h«*M 

t  well-panned  qMeeh, 


attendant^  mat  aa  GJiiabMh 
vthat  oalwan.  The  atrangar 
qMeeh,  annoonead  heraElraa 


proved  too  powerfiil  bodi  ki  the  wiadoin  and  tba 
Bdh  of  the  mighty  Merlin.  Since  that  early  period 
■he  had  remaiDed  Doaaeaaad  of  her  cryatal  dominiona^ 
■he  said,  de^te  thevarianamenof  broeand  might 
br  whom  Eeiiil worth  had  been  ■leoeasiTely  l«ianter' 
nt  Btitttu,  the  DaiM  the  Notmana,  the  Sain 
lowea,  the  Clinlooat  the  Hountfbrta,  the  Hortiinai 
the  PlaQluancti^  smt  Ibongli  they  wen  m  am 
~  miKntncence,  had  never,  she  asid,  csaaed  her 
her  head  from  the  watera  which  hid  hsr  cryal 


iSS.; 


a  greater  than  all  iheae  gnat 

arid,  and  ahecaaHin  homage  and  dun 

to  wdcome  the  peerleaa  Bliiabeth  to  all  iport,  which 
theCaatie  and  its  environs,  which  lake  or  land. 


ruS 


Orion  either, 

.  health  from  morning  till  midnight,  and 
bid  ber  lieattily  welcome  (o  Eeadw<Hrth 


pose  probably  bettra  than  the  set  speech  w 

ione.    The  Queen  laughed  heartily,  and ,_ 

ler  lum)  that  be  had  roads  the  beat  apaeeh  aha  lud 
lean)  that  day.  Lambomna,  who  matantly  aaw  hia, 
e«  had  aavea  hia  bona^  jmbpad  on  atiot^  gave  hia 
jolphin  a  kick,  and  dadaied  he  would  never  meddle 
with  Cab  again,  except  at  dinner. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Queen  was  about  to 
HiteT  the  Caalle,  that  loeniorabla  diacharge  of  flra- 
ivorka  by  water  and  land  took  plaoe,  which  Maatar 
Laneham,  formerly  intnxluced  to  the  raadv,  haa 
itrained  all  hia  eloquence  to  daaciiba- 

"  Such,"  saya  the  CltA  of  lh«  Council-cliambw 
loor,  "  waa  the  blaia  of  bumiag  daria,  the  ^aama  of 
jtara  coruBcant,  the  etreams  and  bail  Of  flary  varka, 
lightnings  of  wildfire,  and  flifdil-ahat  of  thunda- 
bnlu,  wiib  cf--^ '—^ ■■— 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Wb^bu^mwacMeM.  ^Sttw'ipHkErNMea, 
Oj««eolil  a^uMBl  Uh  wtUalpudtm^    _ 

It  ia  by  no  mean*  our  purpoas  to  detail  n  ' 
all, the  princely  ^tiviliea  of^ Kendlwwth,  a 


„  —  , , ,  afw  the 

ftabion  of  Haaler  Robert  Laiwham,  whom  wa  gpotsd 
in  the  conclusion  of  the  laat  chapter.  It  ia  auffldiBit 
to  aay,  that  under  diacharse  of  tba  vlaodid  !!>•- 
worka,  which  we  have  borrowed  Lanahain'a  do- 
qnenea  to  deacribe,  the  Qnaan  enund  tba  haae-court 


„ Caatle,  gpigeonalyhnng  to 

ceptioii  with  (be  ncbest  alken  ttpttmr,  miaty  « 
perfumes,  and  eounding  to  atfaina  of  aut  and  d — 
t^ma  music.  li^m  the  hi^ly  carved  oaken  roof 
hunga  superb  diandslier  of  gill  bronic^  fitrmsd  hke 
a  apnad  eagle,  whose  ouuttvtched  wings  supported 
three  male  and  three  female  figorea,  graninga pair  ' 
of  branches  in  each  hand.  "His  h«U  waa  ihna  Ulunu- 
nated  by  twenty-four  torcbee  of  wax.  At  the  upper 
end  of  the  ^loidid  apartment  was  a  stale  (canopy, 
ovetahadowmg  a  royal  throne,  and  beside  it  waa  a 
door,  which  opanad  to  a  long  luits  of  qiartinenia,  ' 
decoruted  with  the  ulmoat  magnifleanee  for  the  ' 
CUiean  and  ber  la&B,  iriMWvet  it  ahould  be  her 
pleaanie  to  be  private.  .   , 

The  Earl  of  Laoeatar  having  handed  the  Qnean 
up  to  h(T  thi«n&  and  aeaied  ber  there,  kn^t  down 
before  her,  and  luasmg  the  hand  which  ahe  held  out, 
with  an  air  in  which  romanoc  and  raapactftd  gal- 


votion,  he  thanked  her,  m  tema  of  the  deeiHt  greti- 
tude,  for  the  highMl  bonoor  which  a  soveiagn  conld 
render  to  a  eutuecl.    So  handsome  did  be  Itoh  wbep 


*^nuwn  am  mane  anaw 
due  lake  had  belonged  t 
■unei  but  since  so  fame 
"B  will  be  glad,  at  aome 


With  this  gracioaa  ana 
vtai^Md,  and  Aiion,  iriio 
daOea,  npeared  ivon  hia 
who  had  taken  upon  him 
Wayland,being^li«iw 


"tST..».Bhe  would, jf  ri»  d.red.  h.»e  made  the  mo- 
""ahe  •UenaK'iSMd  him,  sod,  aUnding  beside.  Ih8 
d^ne.  hee5)l.ined  W  her  [he  vanou.  pr^Branomi 
whkh  had  beon  mtde  for  her  amii semen i  and  »c- 
wmiiodSS™.  >ll  of  which  re™»«l  her  prompt  ..^ 
^oua  »pprob.uon.  The  E^l  then  priyed  Jct 
fiu)«f  for  penniioqn.  lh«t  he  hmnelf.  und  the 
SJE.  who  had  been  in  ■"Wndjnfe  HI»aJ'«' d°™« 
SejSiniey,  might  reure  fcr  a  f"  n^">f*i,  "fA  P^' 
tbnwWea  iolo  ■  Bin"  mora  fiintiH  for  dutiful  at- 
undaace,  during  which  apace,,  tnoas  gen  tie  men  a 

SS^riiiSTtPotajti^  .0  V;™  v!^"''^fcrii^ 

olhen,)  who  had  alreadvpal  themaelTea  mio  fteali 
■tti^  would  h»Te  the  honour  of  Iteepmg  her  pre- 
■ence-chamber.  .    .     „  ii 

'■Be  it  so,  my  lord,"  annwertd  the  Queen;  "yoi 
oould  manage  a  theatre  well,  who  can  ihua  commaju 
a  double  act  of  actors.  For  oureelvce,  we  will  re- 
ceive jour  courtosifS  this  eseninK  bul  clowniahly 
since  ii  la  not  out  purpose  to  change  our  riding  altire 
bone  in  effect  aomeihiDg  fatigued  with  a  journey 
whidi  ihs  qoncouiae  of  oiir  p»d  people  haih  renda- 

Salow,  ihough  the  love  they  have  ahown  our  peisoi 
(h,  at  the  rame  time,  madB  It  dehghtfuL" 
Locesler,  having  mceivid  this  pemuBSion,  reiira 
•ceotdinidy,  and  waa  followed  by  thoae  [wWea  wb. 
had  slt^did  the  Onean  to  Kenflwonh  m  «rson 
The  Eontlemeti  who  had  preceded  Ihemi  and  wer 
of  «,urse  dressed  .for  the  »c\;mmt,,i^vn>^<T,^l 


lank,  ihey  remamof  at  an  awftJ  (halance  fromtii 

-■■ which Eliiabelh oocu^-    Tti-Oiieen  aihrni 

in  dlBtineurahed  Ralevi  ai 


others  who  wore  peraaaally  known  t 


ir,  and  she  initantly  made  them  s  ntm  to  apfiroicli 

id  BccoBted  ihemverygiaiaouBli'.    Raleigh,  in  pu 

'ular  theadvenlureorwhoasdoak-as  wdlaa  th 

ddenl  of  the  reraea,  ramainsd  on_her  in_md,^  wa 

ry  madouiiy  rscei»edi  and  to  h 

lAHly  Applied  ibr  information  cone 

id  rwik  of  iboM  who  were  m  pn 

immimicated  condaely,  and  not  n 

hnmoToiia  aatire,  by  which  Ehial 

nuaad.     "And  who  is  ypndet  cl 

IB  Bud,  looking  at  TrssaOian,  who 
_ia  occasion  grsstly  ohscund  hii  ■ 

"  A  poet,  if  it  pteaae  yoiy  Oraoa, 

I  might  have  gneaaed  that  itom. 

(ud  E^oabelli.     "1  haveknowi 


vary  araciousiy  rsceivedi  and  to  hun  she  ir.__.  ._. 
aaenllT  applied  ibimfbrmauonconcaming  the  name 
and  rwik  of  Uiose  who  wen  m  prMenos.    Ilieas  b 


n,  if  ilpteaBB  your  Oraoa.'^iSjiaJ  Ralei^. 

L.i '"Sat  from hiscaraleaa garb, 

__.  .^™-.^ . s  known   some  poeu  i 

thoughlleaa  aa  to  throw  their  doaks  tnto  gutter^ 

"n  muat  have  been  when  the  sun  daizlsd  hot 
Oidr  eyes  and  their  judgment,"  answered  Riieigb. 

l^ubeth  ■milfld,  and  proceeded,—  I  aakni  Ihf 
slovenly  (ellow"a  name,  and  you  only  told  me  h 
mjfcasioii."  „      .,„,,.       ... 

"TioaailianiBhisname,"  said  Haleigfa,  with  in te 
Dal  reluctanca.  for  be  foresaw  □othing  ravoiitable.l 
hia  friend  from  the  manner  in  which  the  look  notii 

"Treasilianr  anawered  EUaabeth.  "O,  the  Hi 
nelauB  of  our  romance.  Why,  he  has  dressed,  bin 
idf  in  a  guise  that  will  bo  &ir  to  exculpate  hia  fa 
and  false  Helen.  And  ij^bcte  la  Famham  or  wha 
VTer  hia  najne  ia — my  Lord  of  l-eicesier  a  man, 
msan— the  Paris  of  thia  Devonshire  tahT' 

With  siill  greater  raluctanrc  Raleigh  nomed  ar 

done  all  that  ait  could  perform  in  making  his  •j;t 
lior  agreeable  1  and  who,  if  he  hadnotgrsce,  had 
•  To jiMiitt »'"i  ""Jj "'"'Sr^ S.'wiSur^lSddfii'J 

aJtEutfoTLtl^imir.ud  Bn  J'SSiIi^, <rlil> f~i ! 
SiSkr  I  b— mirMiitnlh>  mjplac  u  jut  oa  bt»  Manwaj 
ktailnaffon  hiaiiiiisa  bafat*  bar,  unwic  a  ifftat  navl.tr  a 


lannol,  for  siiiaiple,  command 
J  young  girl,  or  make  her  love 

blet ;  and  we  cannot  control  sickneas,  witb  wbich  it 
nema  this  ludy  is  aj9icted,  who  may  not,  by  reason 
of  iuch  infirmily,  aitend  our  court  here,  a«  we  baj 
roquired  her  lo  da.  Hero  are  the  testimonials  of  the 
physician  who  hath  her  under  hia  charge,  and  the 
gentleman  in  whose  house  eha  resides,   to  Kiting 

"IJnder  your  Maiesly's  faiour,"  said  Tressdian 
haatdy,  and,  in  bis  nlarm  for  the  consequence  of  the 
unpoBiion  practised  on  the  Queen,  forgelling,  in  pari 
at  least,  hia  own  promise  to  Amy,  "  ibeae  cerlificates 
tfieak  not  the  truth." 

"  How,  air  I"  said  the  Queen,—"  Impeach  my  Lord 
of  Leiceater'a  veracity  I  But  you  thall  have  n  fair 
beartug.  In  our  presence  the  meanest  of  our  subjecls 
shall  be  heard  aninsl  the  proudest,  snd  ttae  leaat 
koowD  against  the  most  favoured ;  iherefotii  you 
■hatl  be  heard  fairly,  but  beware  you  speak  not  with- 
otil  a  warrant !  Take  these  certificate*  in  your  own 
band  I  look  at  tbem  carefully,  and  say  manflilly  if 
you  impiwn    the   truth  of  tbem,    and   upon   what 

As  the  Queen  (^K>ke,  his  promise  and  all  its  conBe- 
(^ncefl  rushed  on  the  mind  of  the  unfortunate  Tres- 
nlian.  and  whde  it  controlled  his  natural  inclinalion 
to  pronounce  that  a  falsehood. which  be  knew  from 
■he  evidence  of  hia  senses  to  be  untrue,  gave  an  mde- 
cision  and  irresolution  to  hia  appearance  and  utter- 
■nca,  which  made  strongly  aaaiiul  htm  in  the  mind 
of'Elkabeth,  aa  well  aa  of  alfwho  beheld  him.  He 
nuned  the  papers  over  and  over,  as  if  be  had  been  an 
idiot,  incapable  o(  comnreheodinB  iheii  contents, 
llie  QneeD'a  impalienoe  oesan  loDecome  visible.— 
"Vou  are  a  scholar,  sir,"  ebe  said,  "and  of  some 
note,  as  I  have  heard  ;  yet  you  seem  wondrous  alow 
in  reading  text  hand— How  say  you.  are  these  cer- 

"  Madam,"  said  Tressihan,  with  obvious  erabar- 
avoid  ad  milling 


evidence  which  be  might  aflerwardi 
confute,  ret  ei|ual]y  desirous  lo  ki 
Amy  5EJtoo,.h^^^h.- 


Slead  her  own  cause  in  her  own  way—"  Madam— 
[adam.  your  Orace  calls  on  me  lo  admil  evidence 
which  ought  to  be  proved  vaUd  by  those  who  found 
their  defence  upon  it" 

"  Whf ,  TresitUan,  thou  art  ciitica]  as  well  aa  poeti- 
cal," aaid  the  Queen,  bending  on  him  a  brow  of  dis- 
pleaartire;  "msthinhs  these  writings,  being  jjioduced 
in  the  preaanee  of  the  noble  Earl  to  whom  Ihia  Caalla 
pertnins,  and  hia  honour  being  appealed  to  aa  the 
guarantee  of  their  authenticity,   might  ba  evidence 


— Vamey,  or  rather  my  Lord  of  Loeealer,  (bi  the 
™._  _t "(ihe *     ■'--■    '       '   - 


eaough  for  thae.    Bnl  ainoe  thoulista  lobaaafbTma] 

—Vamey,  or  — ■- '  —■'  -'  ' •—  •■- 

afiairbecomi 

at  random,  inruiea  uuouco 

bones,)  "  what  evidence  have  you  aa  touching  iheaa 
certifies  les  1" 

Vsmey  haalened  to  reply,  preventing  Lacesler.— 
"So  please  your  Majealy,  myyounA  Lordof  Oxftard, 
who  is  here  tn  presence,  knows  Haater  Anthony 
Poater's  hand  and  hia  character." 

Tbe  Eari  of  Oxfonl,  a  young  unlhrift,  whom  Foa- 
l«r  bad  tnore  Iban  once  accommodated  with  loans 
on  uaurknia  inlereal,  acknowledged,  on  this  amal, 
thai  he  knew  him  as  a  wealthy  and  mdaiMiideat 
fimklin,  auppoaed  to  be  worth  much  mone*,  and 
ver^Sed  the    certificate   produced    to  be  his  hand- 

"And  who  speaks  lo  the  Doctor's  certificate 7" 
■aid  the  Queen,    "  Alaaco,  melhinks,  i>  his  name." 

Haateta,  her  H^ieaty's  phvaieiai^  (not  (he  Uaa 
willingly  that  ha  rameinbered  hia  repulaa  bom  Say** 


renJet  Vamey  the  honour  more  pspedallj-, 

...  tie  a  Kueet.  and  we  fear  a  chornKble  aod 

trouhleeome  one,  undsTvourlaniHhm'a  tooci  tad  alao 

.Od  old  Kji"*'  of  ni-vnn. 
luxtitcr  hi 


ihe  MUBfsclion  of  the  g 

Sir  Hugh  Robuil,  whoK  i 

and  we  truBI  [he  especial 

are  Bboul  lo  confer,  may  reconcile 


which  w 
are  obool  lo  confer,  may  recondl    '        '    ' 

law. — Tourtword,  my  Lord  oF  I 

The  Earl  unbuckled  hie  awoTd,  and  ulcinK  <■  br 
.je  point,  presented  an  bended  knee  the  bih  to  1^- 

8he  look  it  ilowly,  drew  it  fhnn  Ihe  scabbard,  and 
while  the  ladies  who  stood  around  lumed  away  tbor 
eyes  with  real  or  aKecled  ahuddtmiw,  she  noied  witfa 
a  cutious  eye  the  high  potieh  and  ricEi  damaaked  oma- 
menlBiuxin  Ihegliltenngbladp. 

"Had  I  been  a  man,"  ahe  aaid,  "methinka  noneof 
my  anceators  would  have  loved  a  good  iword  belter. 
Aa  it  is  with  me,  I  like  la  look  on  one,  and  could, 
like  the  Fairy,  of  wborn  I  have  read  in  aome  Ilaliui 
rhymes— were  my  godson  Harrington  here,  he  could 
led  me  tbe  pasaage*— even  trim  my  hair.  Slid  urann 
my  faead-gear,  in  such  a  aleel  mirror  aa  tnia  ia. — Riui- 
ard  Verney,  come  forth  and  kneel  down.  In  tbe 
of  God  and  Saint  George,  we  dub  tboektij^l! 


te  Faiihfiil,  Brave,  and  Fortunate  ,—Ariae,  Sir  R 
Tamey  arose  and  retired,  n 


T^raiHilian,  wiihoat  &rtha  naatance  or  enustu 
tim,  tdtowed,  or  rather  lufiered  himaelt  to  be  cl.. 
dueled  by  Blount  lo  Raleigh's  lodoiiBS,  whoe  he  waa 
fomiBllvuiitalladintaaamall  tnidJe-bed,  placed  in  a 
waidrobs,  and  destgoed  for  a  domeatic.    He  saw  '^  ~  ~ 

lai 


d  himself 


, , jcea  would  avail 

IIOCUIB  ihe  help  or  aympalhyof  hia  r  ' 

of  the  time  for  which  Tie  had 

main  insctiTe,  should  enable  him  either  to  ei- 
the  whole  circumatancee  to  Ihem,  or  remove 
■     ■      of  farther  imer- 
ly,  by  her  having 
Hate  of  reconcilia- 


1  the  forlunea  a 

lipuiid  meana  to  place  hsTBslr  i 
Hon  wilb  her  buaband. 

With  great  difflcully,  and  only  by  the  moal  patieni 
•nd  BiDd  ramonatraneea  with  Blouni,  he  escaped  the 
ditgnet  and  mortiflcation  of  having  two  of  Suiaei's 
■taolcsl  yvonwD  quanered  in  his  apartmenL  At 
laR,  bowera,  when  Nicholas  had  asen  him  birly 
depomed  m  hia  truckle-bed,  and  had  healowed  one 
or  two  heart)'  kicka,  and  as  hearty  curaea,  on  ihe 
'  boot^  which,  in  hia  laldy  acquired  quit  of  foppery, 
bacotuidned  aaaatrong  ayDiptoin.  if  not  tbe  catise 
of  bia  fiieiMi'a  malady,  be  conlented  himself  widi  the 
modioed  meaMnv  of  locking  tbo  door  on  the  unfor- 
tmala  Treasilian  t  whoae  gallant  and  diainterseted 
•nbtts  to  aave  a  female  who  had  treated  him  with 
mntitiida,  tbua  tenninaled,  fbr  the  preaeni,  in  ihe 
dlMeasnra  of  hi)  Sorenian,  and  the  convicdon  of 
bia  fhsnd*  that  be  waa  little  betler  Iban  a  madman. 


1  melancholy  matter,"  aaid  Ihe  Queen, 
■flian  waa  withdrawn,  "to  see  a  wiae  and 
ed  iriui'B  wit  Ihna  pitifliUy  unaattled.  Yet  this 
B  ifiaplay  of  his  trnpetfection  of  brain  plainly 

"^  M  Wat  hia  anppoaed  mjury  and  accus 

»  BrmtleM;  and  therefore,  my  Lord  of  Leto 


^     .._hadc(onel 

llie  buckFing  oF  the  epear,  and  what  otb 

.-..lain,"  saidlhe  Queen,"  maybe  finished  to-n 

in  Ihe  chapel;  for  we  iniend  Sir  Richard  Vamey  a 
companion  in  hia  honoure.     And  ns  we  muai  itol  be 
partie!  in  conferring  such  distinction,  wc  mean  on  this 
matter  lo  confer  with  our  oouein  of  Sussex." 
Thai  noble  Earl,  who  since  hia  arrival  at  Eod- 

ress,  had  Ibund  himself  in  a  eubordinate  anu- 
lo  iJeiceeler,  wna  now  weatinga  heavy  cloud  on 

Queen,  who 
'oilow  oul  he.  . 
if  peculiar  favc 

o  be  complete. 


ipedto 
^,  the"i 


re  BTatilyiQg  as  it  waa  ten- 
lis  rival's  tniunph  appeared 

—  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Sussex  haa- 

tily  approached  her  person ;  and  b«iig  aaked  on 
which  of  hia  followers,  being  a  gentleman  and  of 
metil,  he  would  wish  rhe  honourorknighlhood  lobe 
conferred,  he  answered,  wilh  more  eincerily  than  po- 
licy, that  he  would  have  ventured  to  speak  for  Tra- 
shsn,  to  whom  he  conceived  he  owed  hia  own  life, 
and  who  waa  a  diaiinf[uished  aoldier  and  acbt^, 
bsatdea  a  man  of  unstained  lineage,  "  only,"  he  said, 

"be  Feared  the  events  of  thai  night" And  Ibao 

be  auqjped. 

"  I  am  glad  your  lordahip  is  thus  considerate,"  Mid 
Ebiabeth;  "the  evenisof  ibis  nj^l  would  makena, 
in  the  eyes  of  our  sufaiecls,  as  mad  as  this  poor  brain- 
sick gentleman  himself— for  we  ascnbe  ms  condud 
lo  no  malice— should  we  choose  ibis  moment  to  do 


[I  marbA  rsndered  Ural  ;— 

Bo  taitei  tnt  Ai'rIaiiU 'J  •laaatleis  knithL ' 
In  wlma  iKMneUu^lta  Mn  I  Ifbl, 

lljAail  h»  .liM,.*  >■■.*»  ^  [|^  while. 

I  gf  hnidtli  anil  aliht 
iTM^ii^drd  bKbiiiira«  plawl  tw  «nn 

"""■'""■"""""'SrST 


••bn^^a4a.a( 


uriuloi.  bariBC  oflkndsd  iter  Minn  br  liMililaii 
'  ihg  na«Bil«ncMmiiettbi  Ortanda  fniim,  iha  is- 


"In  thxcaae,"  nid  the  Earl  oCSusmz, 
liKounUauiced,  "your  Hajoty  will  allaw  tne  Wt 
lima  my  maater  of  the  Done,  Masler  Nicholu 
JIdiioI,  a  BBDlleinen  of  fair  eelale  andandenl  nami, 
■ho  baa  served  your  Hajesly  bolh  in  Scotlaad  and 
'reland,  and  brought  awaf  bloody  rnarka  on  hia  per- 
■on,  lU  boaourabfp  cakwi  and  requiled." 

Ilia  Queen  could  notbtto  ■hnig!(idg  bar  shooktera 
iligfallyeven  at  this  aecona  niggmuin  i  and  lbs  Du- 
:bas  of  Rulland,  who  nad  in  the  Quwn'a  manner 
bai  she  had  expecled  Suaaai  would  hav-  -•■~-i 
lileigh,  and  ihua  would  have  enabled  her 
L  wiafa,  while  ahe  honoured  '-'• 


KENILWORTH. 


to  whit  be  had 

-, ,  _ _, pad,  nnce  ihaas 

TO  iufh  nobks  had  been  esidi  penmtud  to  augiaal 

— J.J...  'jf  the  honouii  ofchiTslry,  she,  in  behalf 

ID  preeence,  might  have  a  anular  iadul- 


onlv  wailed  the  Queeo'a  aeaeal  to  w 
iseo.  and  thai  enid,  thai  ahe  hoped, 
'■■"'■  — »bl<«  had  been  eaidi  penrntl"' 
for  the  honouii  of  chivalry, 


"I  were  no  woman  10  refuae  you  such  a  boon," 
■aid  the  Queen,  ■milinR. 

'"Hisn,  puraiiedtheI>ucheaa,"iQ  thanaroeoftheaa 
liit  Udiea  preaeDL  I  reaueat  your  Haieaty  to  confer 
Ihe  rank  of  kniglithood  on  Waller  KaWb,  whoae 
birlh,  deada  of  anna,  and  promptitude  to  aerve  our 
Ki  with  Bword  or  pen,  deaerre  nich  d^tincDon  fhim 
Mall." 

"Qnunercf,  fair  ladiea."  aaid  ElizabBlh,^  omilinBi 
"your  boon  la Kranted,  atid  the  asnile  squire  LacK- 
Claik  shaU  beccioe  (he  (pood  koighl  Lack-Cloak, 
■1  your  deaire.  Let  the  t¥ro  aspiranta  for  the  honour 
of  chivalry  itep  forward." 

Blount  was  not  aa  yet  returned  (rom  seeioB  Trea- 
nlien,  as  he  oonceiveo,  safely  dispoeed  ofi  but  Ra- 
leigh came  forth,  and  kneeling  down,  received  at  the 
hind  of  the  ^irnin  Queen  thai  title  ofhonour,  which 


^^1,  of  the  Que. 

ing  him,  he  was  dceir 
throne.  Ilia  a  aighi  ar 
ludicrooa  and  pitiable. 


fouthftiL  the 
haaToidaed 


iUmirious  object. 

Shortly  aflerwatda  Nicholaa  Blount  entered,  and. 
buiily  iHiriiad  by  Sussex,  who  mei  him  at  Ihe  door 
of  the  hall,  of  the  Queen'a  gracious  purpose  re^ud- 
L._.  I  '  ■  d  lo  advance  Lowarda  the 
neiimes  seen,  and  it  is  both 
hen  ui  honeel  man  of  plain 
ad,  by  the  coquetry  of  a  pret- 
ty woman,  or  any  other  cause,  into  iboae  bivolons 
toppenes  which  only  sit  well  upon  the ■■'■'  •'- 

Sy,  and  thoae  lo  whom  Ions  practice 
sm  a  seoond  nature.    Poor  Blount  w 
atun.    His  bead  was  already  (Dddy  froi 

was  of  nnusual  flnefT,  and  tba  auppi ^ 

of  suiting  hia  manners  lo  iba  gayaly  of  his  dresa . 
and  now  this  sudden  view  of  promotion  altogether 
completed  Ihe  canquaal  of  the  newly  inhaled  apirit  of 
foppsT  over  his  natural  di^naition,  and  converted  a 
plun,  honest,  awkivaid  man,  into  s  coxcomb  of  a 
TOW  and  most  ridiculous  kind. 

jDe  knit^t.eipectanl  advanced  up  the  hall,  the 
whole  length  of  which  he  had  unfortunately  to  tra- 
•erse,  turnins  out  bis  to«  with  so  much  leal,  thai 
he  presenied  hia  left  at  every  step  with  its  broadside 
raremoaL  so  that  it  greatly  resembled  an  old-fashion- 
ta  lable-knile  with  a  curved  point,  when  seen  sids- 
-    The  rest  of  his  I      "  ... 

(his  unhappy  ambl„,  — 
-'  ~atilid  tear,  and  self-satisfa>:uuii,  hub  m  unutun- 
uiiy  ridiculous,  that  Ldcester'a  friends  did  not  sup- 
pif^a  I  tiller,  in  which  many  of  Sussex's  partiaanB 
were  unable  to  resiBt  joining,  though  ready  to  eat 
iheit  nails  wilh  raorlificaiion.  Sussei  himseK  lost 
ul  paiienG&  and  could  uol  forbear  whupenng  into 
the  ear  of  his  friend,  "Curse  ihoo!  canst  thou  not 
walk  like  a  man  and  a  soldier  1"  an  interjection  which 
'nir  made  honeel  Blount  start  and  aUn  until  a  glance 
>1  his  yellow  roaee  and  ctimaon  alockings  realored 
'"s  sdl-conGdence,  when  on  he  went  at  the  aame 

.  TheOueenconrerredon  poor  Blount  the  hononrof 
i^ighthaod  wilh  a  marked  sense  of  reluctance.  That 
"ise  Princess  was  fiilly  aware  of  the  propriety  of 
mnc  great  circuniq>eciion  and  economy  in  bestow- 
ing thou  titles  of  honour,  which  the  Stewarts,  who 
|wcceeded(oherlhronc.diBlribuied  wilh  an  imprudent 
mrality,  which  sreatly  diminished  ibeir  value.— 


It  IB  uanecesiHTT  lo  rajr  nny  thing  faither  of  ibe 
fwtiTiUfS  of  ibe  erenins,  which  were  eo  bnlluini  in 
ihemBelve^  »nd  received  wilh  such  obviouB  and  wil- 
Ims  BalisfBCtion  by  the  Uueen,  ihii  Leicealer  retired 
to  bis  own  apartment,  with  all  ihe  oddy  raptures  of 

splendid  BttLre,  and  now  wslted  on  ha  pairoii  in  a 
very  modest  sod  plain  undress,  attended  to  do  the 
honours  of  the  Earl's  arudter. 

"  Howl  Sir  Ricbani."  said  LeMiesKr,  smding, 
''your  new  rank  scarce  suits  the  humdity  of  this  al- 
t™"""'"  ,  ....        ,  ,. 

"1  would  disown  Ibsl  rtmk,  my  lord,  said  Var- 
ney,  "  amid  I  think  it  was  to  remove  me  to  a  dis- 
tance from  yotir  lordship's  person." 

•'  Thou  art  a  grateful  Mlow  "  said  Leicesleri  but 
It  allow  you  to  do  what  woitld  abate  you  m 


While  thus  nwdiiiig,  he  still  accepted,  without  he- 
""'"sn,  the  olHces  about  his  person,  which  the 


IBsda  kni^t  seemed  lu  render  ssesserly  aa  if  be  I 
teaily  fell,  in  dischargina  the  task,  thai  pleas 
whidi  bia  words  eipressed. 


otafnbd^I 

^^pwinil  me  la  undo  the  collar'h-B  man  within  the 

"— ' ■--  ■■ ot  expect  very  soon  (o  see  pbtboub 

)r  to  lliat  which,  by  your  Baodaess, 
S  the  duties  of  the  bedchamber 

.  J...H  ■">'•  - 'R  >>  "1  honour." 

''it  nii((ht,  indeed,  so  have  been"— aaid  the  Earl, 


ind  that  thy  belief  was  limii^  by  thy  senBes." 

"Perhaps,  my  lord,"  said  Vamey.  "I  may  he  ma- 
led  on  the  present  occtfcion,  by  mv  trish  lo  find  ibc 
predicliona  of  BSIrolOEy  Irrie.  .fiasco  asys,  thst  yodl 
favourite  planei  is  cufminatin);,  and  thai  the  Bdi>^rM 
influence — he  would  nol  uee  a  plainer  term — IhouBt 
not  oycrconie,  was  evidenlly  combust,  I  think  b» 
said,  or  tetrograJe." 

"11  19  even  so,"  said  T,eicpster,  lonkinn  at  an  ab. 
Biracl  of  BBlroloKical  rclrutBtiona,  which  be  bad  m 
biahandi  "ihe slronRer  influence  wdl prevail.  and.B> 
I  think,,  the  evil  hour  paes  an  ay.-I.end  me  yovt 

iiood,  while  I  compose  myself  to  sleep.     1  beiieve  (lit 
bustle  of  Ibis  day  has  fevered  my  blood,  for  it  simmi 

miii'^an'iIfBl™.'l  praj  "X^I  woSd  Mn  frefS 

Varney  o/ficiously  ■saisieo!  his  lord  lo  bed,  aai) 
placed  a  massive  olver  DiRtil-lanip,  with  a  sbon 
iword,  on  a  marble  fable  which  stood  cloae  by  ths 
lead  of  the  couch.  Either  in  order  to  avoid  iheliglil 
if  the  lamp,  or  to  hide  his  cotmtcnance  froin  VamCT, 
Leicester  drew  the  curtain,  hesvy  with  entwined  silk 
fcce.    Vir- 


CasUe,  wl 

of  a  nuik  far  auporior 

I  BOW  hold.  refHlr~~ 

"■t^., 

with  an  invotuncary'sigh;  and  then  preacntly  added, 
"  My  gown,  Vamey—I  will  look  out  on  the  nieht.  It 
not  the  moon  near  lo  the  full  1" 

"I  think  so,  my  lord,  acctirdinit  to  the  calendar," 
answered  Tarney. 

There  wsa  an  i 
B  small  projecting 
is  usual  in  Uaihic 
and  atqipcd  out  in 

and  woodlands  beyonc  hi 

masaea  of  osli  and  sin 
in  (he  heavens,  alteode 
of  inferior  Innunaiies.  J 
in  the  nether  world,  ei 
of  the  watch,  (for  the  ) 
Ihat  duty  whenvar  the 
and  the  distant  bajrini 
the  preparBlions  amo 


ultation.  while  Vamcy  who  remained  within  the  dork- 

___, ^  could,  (himself  untioticed,)  with  ose- 

n,  see  lu>  patron  atrelch  his  hands  with 


^H.  "ye  are  silent 
unib,  but  Wisdom 
-•-   n,  lowhs-    -' 

ble  as  your  own ;  or  am  I  hiil  doomed  to  draw  a  brief 
and  glmenng  train  alan(t  ilie  nightly  darkness,  end 
then  to  sink  down  lo  e.irth.  like  the  base  refuse  of 
those  artificial  jircs  with  which  men  emulate  your 

He  looked  on  the  heavens  in  profound  nlence  for 
a  minute  or  two  longer,  oiid  then  again  stepped  into 
the  apartment,  where  Vamey  seemed  to  have  been 
eagued  in  putting  the  Earl's  jewels  into  a  casket. 

',  Whatsaid  Alaseo  of  my  horoaeopo?"  demanded 
Leicester.  "You  already  told  me,  but  it  has  eecnped 
me,  for  I  think  hill  lightly    ' 


ir  the 


"LTe  h 


vilh   hie  back  t» 
thai  he  was  tm 

-ill  LeicceteT  hiia- 

;  by  which  hts  mind  *•■ 


Vamey;  "hiii  whose  soever  be  the  speech,  it  is  tb« 
thought  of  ninety-nine  on'  "f  »"  tuinrf—t  ■—• 
throughout  broad  England.' 

edth  m^. ,  „ 

el  the  obstacle  that  cannot  be  ovar- 

my  lord,  if  the  Blan  speak  true,"  said 


shines,  grain  will  ripen;  and  I  believe  in  much  rstn- 
ral  philosophy  to  ifie  name  efleei.  which,  if  the  slsis 
..  —    T  .^11  __..  .1. speak  the  iralK 


."Thqu 


ilogcrs  h 


id  LcireMler,  BEain  tossmil 
Earth  does  wish  for  itVl 
Dave  hart  nrtvics  from  The  reformed  t  hurchcs  of  Ger- 
many—from the  [*w  Couniricc-from  Switicrland, 
urging  this  as  a  point  on  which  E^umpe's  Fsfety  de- 
pends. France  wilt  not  oppoae  il— The  ruling  psrlj 
in  Scotland  look  to  il  as  their  beet  acc.uritv— Spam 
fears  it,  but  cannot  prevent  il — and  yel  thou  knowef 
I  It  ia  impossible." 
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know  nol  duit,  mir  loid."  uid  Vtrney,  "  ifae 
" —  ii  mdupowd." 
,  „„„  I"  ujj  L«ieaaier,  Muting  in  oil  hia  oov 

•IM  aaaiif  the  (word  whidi  Uy  od  lbs  uUe  bo 
mm,  "nUiv  ihodgku  thM  wayl— thouwouMat 
do  tnui^  ['' 

For  whom,  Of  whal,  do  jroulwld  mn,  my  lord  7" 
■aid  Vuney,  »«"■■" '"it  the  (upenoriiy  of  an  inaocent 
nun  anbjectsd  In  unjiut  auipicioii.  I  nid  Dothtng 
ui  d«aerve  eacb  a  hanid  uupuiation  m  your  vkileoce 
infers.  I  Mid  bul  Ihal  Ihe  CoiuMeB  wm  ill.  And 
Coanum  thoiuh  ihe  be— lovely  and  beloved  u  ihe 
u,  Bunly  your  toidshiii  miiel  hold  her  to  be  mortal  1 
She  may  die,  uid  your  lordahip'i  hand  become 
more  your  awn." 

"  Away  [,  away  I"  uid  Leiceeter  I  "let  me  ha 


"Thou , , „ , 

"I  think  iby  knigjuhood  baa  addled  thy  hrains — CoH' 
fen  ihoa  hast  Uikad  at  impoaaibiliiiee,  ai  of  thiUBa 
which  may  coma  lo  page." 

"  Mv  lotil,  long  live  your  fair  Counleaa,"  aud  Var- 
oey;  but  ndtber  your  love  nor  my  good  wiabea  can 
make  her  immortal.  Bul  God  Krani  she  live  long  la 
be  bappr  heraelC  and  to  render  you  ao  I  I  aee  nol 
but  you  may  be  King  of  England  not  withtlaoding." 

'.■Nay.  now,  Varuey,  Ihou  art  atarii-midTiaid 


"  I  would  I  were  myadf  within  the  same  neameaa 
—  »  good  estate  of  freehold,"  eaid  Vamey.     "  " 


in  otber  countriea,  how 


"I  bave  heard  of  luch  ibinge 


lef  I -handed 
of  difTei ' 

la^  afterwards  wi 

Qermany,"  said 


"  Ay,  and  the  most  learned  doctors  in  fordgn  uni- 
versaee  juBliry  lbs  practice  from  ihe  Old  Tea  lament," 
said  Vankey.  "Aim  afler  all,  wh«  is  the  harm 7 
The  beaotifhl  partner,  wham  you  have  chosen  for 
trtw  lovR  haa  your  BScrel  boura  of  r^aialion  and  af- 
feoboii.  Her  fame  ia  safe — her  conscience  may  alDm- 
b«-  securely— You  have  wealib  to  provitis  TvyaOy  for 
your  iaaaa,  should  heayen  blesa  you  with  onspiiiw. 
Meanwhile  yon  msy  give  to  Eliiabelb  ten  times  lEe 
leiaore,  sod  tea  Ihoiwand  times  the  aJlection,  that 
ersT  Don  Philip  of  8]}aiii  vared  lo  her  nster  Mary : 
yet  yon  know  how  shs  doled  on  him  though  eo  cold 
■ndiMRleetfli].  Il  requires  bul  a  dose  mouth  and  an 
~ —  btow,  and  yoo  kew  yonr  Eleanor  and  your  fhir 
~  enoD^  separale.— Leave  me  lo  build 

, ._ 0  whidi  no  jealous  Queen  shall  fliut  a 

LeKceler  was  silent  for  s  moment,  then  sighed  and 
eaid,  "It  is  imposaihle.— Oood  nigbt,  Sir  Biehsrd 
Vamey— yet  slay— Can  you  guess  what  meant  Tre»- 
■lian  by  ahowing  himself  in  such  carsleos  guise  be- 
fore the  Queen  to-day  1— to  alrilie  her  tender  heart,  I 
abould  gness,  with  all  ths  sympathies  due  to  a  lover, 
abandoned  by  his  oiiMress,  and  abandomng  him- 

VamsT,  amolbMing  a  sneering  laugh,  anawered, 
"  He  believed  Jlaati^Tresnlian  had  no  aucfa  mailer 
inhisbsad."  ,    ^ 

"Howr  said  Lacealer:  "what  mean'sl  IhoiiT 
Hkib  m  ever  knavery  m  that  laugh  of  thine,  Vsr- 

i  oidy  meant,  my  lord,"  aaid  Vsmey,  "thstTrcs- 
nlian  has  taken  ths  sore  way  to  avoid  heart-br— ■- 
ing.     He  hath  had  a  companion — a  female  co: 

bebeve,— wiih  him,  in  Hvvyn's  Bower,  where  1 1 


"Ay,  my  lord:  what  female  else  waits  Ibr  hours  in 
a  Kenileman's  chamber  1" 

"  By  my  faith,  time  and  spw»  Slang,  this  were  a 
rood  lale  lo  tell,"  saki  Ldceater.  "  I  ever  distrusted 
Oioae  bookish,  bypocrilKal,  seeming- nrluoiia  scho- 
liTK.    Wdl— Master  Tnasilian  makes  aomewhat  la- 


bodily. 

^Monl  "ihe  pravBcTiiHemaill'  fOr  etrengttt  «  »>Jiif 
nndfor  mentai  Aiitiiade,  and  loKiWed,  ■<  Aemi 
lime,  10  yield  la  no  iwrTaiis  impulse  wiich  migbi 
wmken  eiiher.      i^..,i„    u-).;^.  «• 


lBMHorori»M,««lli.  ■iKl  viirinilli 
IW.UhI  pnulMd wllh  ■DlddsllOt. 


heaaid,  "till  nighl— he  csnnoi  be  abseni  fri^lia 
jyiil  gueel.  eve:i  to  ««.  pe.  He  wjH,  I  kww^  mat 
arlierT  if  ii  be  poiiWe,  but  I  will  nol  en>ect,bim  be- 
"re  wM-"-AWrel  «ll  the  whUe  t^  dd  ev<a 
im:  >nd,  wbile»helnailo«fgu«hir»Btf  inlomMO- 
mn  belief,  each  bMty  noiie,  of  the  hundnd  wbcA 
be  lieant  aounded  like  ihe  faunied  aUv  o(  Lomki 
n  the  B(Kt<™»e,  hsating  to  Grid  beim  h*  arma. 
The  fatigue  of  body  "hich  Amjr  had  late>T  a»Jar- 
■I  ■'  tbe  aotauon  of  mind  natmal  to  to  atB 

uncert^lr,  bmn  br  d^roea  atnmglTio 
i  nerve*,  and  ibe  almoat  feared  be>  int«^ 

ii  a  monlun  the  DeceBauy  ■elf-cooauEd 

h  le  acenea  which  tnisbt  lie  before  its.    Mt, 

,1  Boiled  bran  orer-wiulBeiit  erMMiofrft 

,  nT  had  nstuially  a  mmd  <rf  B"*' P™' 

I]  ha  ftame  whuh  her  ahn^  m  ba  falbn'i 


Bumrooood  to  het  aid .  auch  mennd  and 

'of" her'^' might  depend  on  bCTO'™  adf  p» 
■yea  internalli'  for  etrotigth  of  bodf 


need  inCe9Br*BTower.  a 


bell  of  the  Caelle,  vfincA  mi 


,  ihe  din  wa»  ao  pamfullv  acuta  to  eat*™; 

dercd  nervoutly  eensHve  by  sniici)'.  thai  ehe  (Orte 
hardly  forbear  ahmking  with  unguiah,  m  ans««  n. 
every  eiunning  claeh  of  the  relerxtleea  jieai. 

Shortly  afterward*,  when  (he  amall  apartrntoj 
WB9  al  once  etiligblened  by  the  ehowM  of  arpfica^ 
fires  with  which  the  air  was  euddcnly  fillti  m^ 

■  ■  ■  .       -L  „(),g[  [iite  6j,j.  epirns,  each  her 

_jte  miaaion,  or  lixe  oalalaandai 
lingV  fr^Trc  dance  in  the  lepon  of  the  SyW* 
uie  i^unleoe  fell  at  fire"  as  if  each  rockel_  ehol  rf« 
by  her  eyi 


each  tan 

-olic  dance  in  ihe  lepon  pi  _ 

fell  at  firel  as  if  each  rocket  ehol  rfi 

„.,  and  diBchaiRed  ia  apaAa  u 

nirii  that  she  could  feel  a  wHiee  of  the  he 
BttUBBled  against  Iheae  fanior-—  •""" 
pelled  heraelf  loans 


olliei  •una,  ttni  ■'iX'  ■'i'°'<  (•™i'l^ 
(ABoUHirDftoneuHliMiiHi.    Apsii 


iland  br  the  window,  look  oat 

and  gaie  upon  a  signi,  which  al  raiother  iin»  *o^ 

have  appeared  to  hei  al  otioa  capiivatinB  and  &uU 

The  magnificent  lowers  of  the  Caaile  were  «ml)sri 

in  garlanda  of  aniflcial  fire,  or  ahrouded  with  oar* 

of  pale  smoke.    The  Burfaeeof  the  lake  BtowBrfli< 

■"Ollcn  iron,  while  many  fireworka,  (Ihoi  tboajii 

Lireniely  wonderful,  though  now  cotninon,)  wbow 

ime  coniinued  to  eiiai  ui  the  oppoaing  elerami. 

Ted  and  R>se,hi9«ed  and  roared,  and  spootfd  be, 

like  BO, manvdragonB  of  enchantment,  aporting  aptt 

Even  Amy  was  for  a  moment  inlCTeatod  by  win 
it  to  her  so  new  a  icene.  "  I  had  ibon^jht  (  at- 
•al  an,"  she  said,  "  but  poor  Tretsalinn  laoMi  bx 
Judge  of  such  thingnaa  ihey  ate.     Oreai  Oed!  i 


CHAPTEK  XSXIl 


lo  whom  be  looai  wn  fuaniDn.  uia  i 
Fg  luti  Ui>  nliliiat  tlirgai— ni  K 


Wi  are  now  id  return  to  Horvyu's  Bower,  iheaj 
meni,  or  rather  the  priaon,  of  trie  Dnforlnnale  O 
1m  of  LeiceBter,  wlio  (br  aome  time  kept  w 
bonndaheruncertaintyand  neiunpatience.  She 
aware  thai,  in  tbe  tumuli  of  the  day,  there  migl 


e  spl, 


that  ilB  fall  m 


aa  Ihe*  are.     Oreai  O 

■      Vura  rescn,!,-     - 

igle  apark,  ' 


1  O,  L 


after  all—all  that  thou  hast  aa^— 4iasl  anom— <iti 
Amy  waa  thy  love,  ihvlife,  can  it  be  that  thtm  artkr 
magician  at  whoBenod  these  enchanlDieDtsinM.iC': 
that  she  sees  them,  as  an  outcast,  if  not  a  capun  f 
The  Buataincd,  prolonged,  and  repealed  Inrau  d 
music,  from  so  many  different  (joaiten,  and  al  » 
varjTTig  poiniB^of  diatance, 

li^  nationai  fealiral,  caniol  Ibc 
Bame  oppressive  thought  siill  closer  lo  ha  beui, 
while  some  notes  wotiM  melt  in  disUni  and  Mini 
tones,  as  if  in  compasaion  Ibr  her  boitows,  and  Kn* 
burst  close  and  near  upon  ber,  as  if  mocking  » 
misery,  with  all  tho  inadeiue  of  imlimilsd  milk 
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"  These  Boiuula,"  iheuid,  "an  mioe—nuiM  bccaiue       With  mi 
they  Bie  his  ;  but  I  cannot  My,— B«  stilL  these  loud 
■traiiu  Buii  me  not  i-yand  the  voice  of  the  meanest 

power  10  modutste  die  muac,  thm  the  command  of 
her  who  Is  misirese  of  «II !" 

By  degrees  ibe  sounds  of  revelry  died  away,  ai 
ibc  Countess  Hithdiaiv  from  ihe  window  al  whi< 
>he  haj  Bate  lialening  to  [hem.  It  waa  ni^ht.  but  t 
moon  alTarded  caiiniderabte  li{!ht  in  the  room,  so  th 
Amy  was  eble  to  malfe  the  arran^ment  which  s 
judged  neceesary.    There  waa  hope   thai  Leiceat 
mieht  come  to  her  apaiiment  as  soon  as  the  revel 
■hi:  CuBilu  had  subsided)  but  there  was.also  liak  al 
m^ht  be  disturbed  by  some  unauthorized  iutnidi 
Shu  had  lost  confidence  in  the  key,  since  Tresailiaii 
bad   entered  so  uasily,  ihouffh  the  door  waa  locked 
on  the  inside;  yel  all  the  additional  security  she  conld 
think  o£  was  to  place  the  table  across  the  dr—  •'•-■ 
she  mlRht  be  warned  by  the  ooise,  should 
Biteuipt  to  entra-.    Hating  taken  these  necessary  pre- 
coutlona,  the  unfortunate  lady  withdrew  to  tier  ec     '" 
■tretcbcd  herself  down  on  it  mused  in  anirou! 
peclation,  and  counted  more  than  one  hour  after 

nighl,  nlleihauBied  nature  proved  too  strong  for 

lor  gtieT,  for  ibat,  nay  even  for  unoertainty,  and  ahe 

Tea,  ahe  slept    The  Indian  sleeps  al  the 


men  IS,  in  I 
letbnrftic  re 


djeamed  that 


ty  of  the  iulTere 


ilsl  u 


tsl  of 


wal^^- 


IS  in  the  anc 

to  announce  nis  presence  m  me 
niving  suddenly  on  one  of  his 
Bioieii  vi"iiB.  Dui  on  this  occasion,  instead  of  a 
whistle,  she  heard  the  peculiar  blest  of  a  bugle-hom, 
■uch  as  her  father  used^to  wind  on  the  fall  of  the  stag, 
and  which  ■  


jr  often  u! 


The  old  CL 


^^t  looked  ir 
with  men  in  r 


f"«£ichshB''muT. 
lountedwith  an  Eail's'eon 
d  Ht  her  with  n  ghastly  sin 
Tcj-  not  rightly  ciBortered  1' 


_. ,  ...jked  out  ...  _ 

n  sncienl  herald,  held   aloft  i 
lual  decorations  of  skulls,  cross 


wild  St 


I  of  the  i; 


ir  dealh-no 


IS  he  fqwke,  the 
al  bugle-nolfe 


lUiduig 

Miund  the  in- 
ihc  pleaeurea 
.  inagnifit""" 


ot  the  rnorl,  but  the  iollv  raci — ,  .„ 
iBlea  of  the  Castle  ofKenil  worth,  thi 

f  liie  day  were  to  commence  with  a  in(.„ 

taK-bunting  in  the  neii(hbounnt{  Chase.  Amy  started 
p  fhim  lier  couch,  listened  to  the  sound,  saw  the 
iTat  beams  of  the  summer  morning  ahead] 
hrDuah  the  lattice  of  her  wind 
liih  teelings  of  ffddy  agony,  whi 


t,  and  tec^lactei. 


••  He  thinks  n 


mer  of  his  hwe  Ca 
t,  which  is  fast  f( 
nd  at  the  door,  aso 
softly,  filled  her  wi 
d  fer:  and,  haste 
^ad  placed  agamst 


e  will  no 
ih'ikV^ 


She  threw  "yen  "i 

v/ho  stooJ  without,  ir 

"  No — notqmle  Leit 

bourne,  for  ht  ■  " - 


nured  a  whisper  in.fmlf - 
,  and  Bidaimina  "Ln- 
md  the  neck  of  the  man 

anawerod  Hichsel  Lam- 

Jig  the  carsaa  with  vehe- 

Leicealer,  my  la*ely  and  ntost 


of  Ibrca,  of  which  she  would  al 

_. ,",""  Ihtx'gli'   herself  incapable,   the 

Countess  fieed  her^tif  from  the  profane  and  pnjfan- 
ing  grasp  of  the  dninkcn  debauchee,  and  relrcatad 
into  the  tnidsf  of  her  apartment,  where  despair  gave 
her  courage  to  make  a  stand. 

As  Lambojume,  on  entering,  dropped  the  lapofhis 
cloak  from  his  face,  she  knew  Vatticy's  profligate 


master,  by  whom  she  would  h 
covered.  But  she  was  e-ill  cI. 
travelling  dress,  and  as  Lambo 

peraon,  she  hoped,  might  not  b 
him,  as  his  was  to  her,  awing  to  Je 
frequently  out  as  he  croased  the 


sely  muffled  ii 


lightJiavehadBiin 
had  her  eipcrience 


d  him  as  he  e 
Amy  htidlhi 


the 


Pi  walk  as  upnithl  as  a 


»s  o?'cloii7^'  and 
■if  ihou  tokeat  all 
f  toaeiber,  like  a 

bimr.     I  love  thy 

id  staggenii^- 
X  as  this, 

- ,  J  he  do^ 

master  on  (he  light- 


^r^;, 


ff^^ 


"  Good  friend,"  stud  the  Couata 
il  the  ruffian's  determined  and  a 
"  I  prithee  be^tone,  and  laave  nte." 

''  And  so  1  will,  pretty  one,  whe 

lier  by  the  arm,  while,  inci,_ 
she  uttered  shriek  upon  shriek . 
if  you  like  ii."  said  he.  still ' 
h«rd  the  sea  al  the  loude 


of  farther  dcfenoe, 


» 


—I  have  heard  fifty  or  <•  hundm 
ben  th«e  was  a  town  stormeo 
The  cries. of  tjw^mesa,  ho. 


pect<.ti  Hiu,  lu  t 
had  heard  der  ■ 

di»ebvered,    if 


kilien— Damn  niel 
Bcreaming  at  once, 

Bver,  brought  nnei- 
rence  Staples,  who 


(clsmat.... 

'-nk  also,  Cram  the  debauch  of  ihe 
<at  fortunately  his  tnioxicatiaa  had 
im  from  that  of  Lamboorne. 
' 8  noise  is  this  in  the  wardi"  be 
an  and  woman  toeeiber  tn  (he 
agamst  rtile.  I  vrilihave  decency 
Saint  Peter  of  the  Feiters  1" 
a  tain,  thou  drunken  beast,"  said 

leeai  thou  [lot  the  ladf  and  I  would 


Clood  sir,  woril 
dressing  the  jailer,  " 
sake  ofmercy  1" 
'  »he  spesks  fair 


do  bul  save  me  from  li^,  for  ik 

l»,"  sakj  the  jailer,  "md  I  will 
•  my  pHscmers  )  and  I  have  had 
ler  my  hev,  aa  they  ha*e  had  a 


Newgate  or  the  Compter.  Ana  ao.  beim  one  of  my 
lambkins,  as  1  say,  no  one  shall  distuib  her  m  nei 
pen-fold.     So,  let  go  the  wotnan.  or  I'll  knock  ronr 

'  I'll  make  a  MDod-pudding  of  thy  nodrTfT  ftrau" 
iwered  Lambaonie,  lafing  his  lot  hand  on  hu 
1      .._..._  -L     ■jamtsM  by  the  arm 


KSNILWOKTIf. 


Imnfly. 
"  A  wench !  Where  i«  >ha '. 
Whr.  TUiiahed,  I  think,' 

ms  mupd  hiiD  I  "unlewLa*. .„ 

»r.    Hat  filthr  paunch  of  hia  devoun  ■■  manv 

-"- iMd  dainaala  aid  mwaaul  OTphtn*,  aa  eV  - 

m  Emg  Anhura  hutaf  -.  they  are  hia  pri 

ba  womea  tbem  bodr,  Mn),  and  nbalait™  ' 

I    Ira  no  matM-,"  aaid  Lawien< 


■aid  the  officer. 
msarmiul^j  " unleaa  iJawranea  hath sinll< 


iun-bODaa  ftom  am,  and  thy 
a  hsmpen  cotd."— TTie  woida 
Hx  mouth,  when  Lainboume 


H.«er  Tupey-Sir  HicSV^l"  SlSU-^e  i?  « 
nns,  I  pronuae  yon— I  saw  him  croaa  the  -wort  ji 

"Didat  than,  by  O-l"  uid  Lamboume,  aeiiiiui . 
ttubaan  and  ewer  which  atood  in  the  apSiSSi,, 

Ma^then,  alemeol,  da  iby  woifc-I  thouahl  I  hvl 
jnouffbof  iWlaat  m^t,  wh™  I  floated  iboui  fS 
UiWn,  ukaacoAonafcrmaHinRcaakofalB" 

™  ""™  *f  ■*"  **  '*'"  &"T.  ""i  8«HUa  apparel 


"It  i*  but  Aomrarinlof  thelwyofinTBabinBt-loo 
nod  ■  mart  fin  hu  «allowa-lace.  So  man  ahall 
ibi}ae«;m«lt  my  pj^oneiij  they  are  my  jeweK 


^'^k  TOO  «"  all  mad  thia  monung,"  aaid  the 
SfTTL'  '  ■""  ""  woman  here,  nor  do  nun  nathsr 
m^I«wr  aena^  bnt  only  SS'beMta iSmgTnAi, 

,J!J?^'  Sis  '  "?  undoBiL"  aaid  the  jaiiar;  "the 
gJM  a>rten,  that  ia  all.  KenilwoMhTriaon  ia 
tmkm,   be«mtmuad,inaianeormandlinftS«?ta! 


iionL"whkh  wna  the  •aonni  nil  betwixt  thia  and 
the  Wddi  mindMa— a]^  and  a  houae  that  hai  had 
knitfita,  andearia,  aadtinn  elacfiuisin  it,  aaaecaf 
aa  sUiey  had  been  in  (be  Tower  ofXondon.  tl  ia 
broken,  the  priaooen  fled,  and  the  jafler  in  mnch 
danger  of  bcuig  hanged  I" 

So  aayii^  he  retrealed  down  to  hia  own  den  <• 
conclude  hia  iBmeDtatioas,  or  to  alen)  himadf  aoto. 
Lamboume  and  the  sewer  (bllowetlhim  cloK,  ant 
it  waa  well  lor  Ihem,  ajnce  die  jailer,  out  of  mn 
habit,  waa  about  lo  lock  the  wicket  after  him :  ai4 
had  they  not  been  within  the  reach  oT  inieilaiiw, 
Uiey  wodd  hare  had  the  pleaaore  of  bdng  ehut  upS 
the  tnirel-chamber,  Ihan  which  the  Counleaa  had 
been  juat  delrrered. 

Thai  unhappy  lady,  ae  inon  aa  ohe  found  htndf  n 
ubnty,  fled,  aa  we  haire  already  mentioned,  into  ilv 
Pleaiance,  She  had  aeen  ihia  richly  omamenled 
npace  of  gronnd  bom  the  window  of  Merrni'a 
Towar;  and  ii  occurred  to  ber,  at  the  mooieat  oflMr 
CKap^  that,  among  ita  numeromi  artraun,  hewoa 
founlaina,  atatuea,  and  nnitoea,  ahe  misbt  W  aoaw 
recew,  in  which  she  could  Ke  concealed  until  die  had 
an  opportunny  of  addrteang  beraeif  to  a  proteetw, 
rJ!i^i."'^, ",'*"'  'onimunicBle  aa  mneh  aa  ihe 
dared  of  her  forlorn  aituBtion,  and  thmwh  iriHMe 
DMna  she  might  eupphcaio  an  inleniew  with  br 

"If  I  could  aee  my  gni 

leem  if  he  had  ddiTBred  ..,, ^.„ 

tee  lYwmhan,  it  were  belter  lo  riak  DudI 


if  honoiir>  than 


II,  "I  wodd 

?n  did  I  bat 

DudtylB  B^, 

D  mn  the  haurd  of  fn- 
ilent  menials  of  thii  dl- 


niled  place.   IwiIPl ^„ -^  mvo™™ 

■partniont.    I  will  wait,   I  will  watch— amidal  » 

many  homin  banga,  there  mual  be  eome  kind  bean 

which  can    judge  and  compasaonate  what  mine 

endorea. 

.>.*"™V""^  "™*  it"*  V^  P""T  entered  and  ttaTcnid 

four  Of  five  umona  tooeUwr,  landiing  and  jeetiDS  ■ 

then-  own  ftabieea  of morth  and  UgbtneM  afEeniL 

The  ratTfai  which  ahe  faod  ^oan  gart  her  ibt 
eaay  allemaliTe  of  avoidins  obaerratioQ.  It  wu  h« 
alepTMng  hack  lo  the  ftrtheat  tvoeaa  of  a  ntrtto,  ccim- 
mented  with  niatic  woi^  and  DKHH-aeau,  mi  Itf- 


J  by  a  fount 

ohiary  wanderer,  i 


id  ahe  mi^t  eoailv  ra 
ure  diBoorer  heradJT  tq 


cntioaity  ni^ 

.--. .It      Anticipatiiut  aodi  an 

OMwrluniry,  ehe.lookgi  into  ihe  dear  buin,  wUA 
rbe  mient  lountain  heM  up  to  her  like  a  miiR>T,  and 
Mt  ahocked  at  h(T  own  ■psemaitce,  and  donbtM  U 
he  aaine  time,  muffled  and  dia6gured  aa  herdnor 
nade  her  aeem  to  heradi;  whether  any  femaleTand 
t  waa  from  Ihe  compaaaon  of  her  own  aax  that  Ae 
chiefly  eipec  led  eympalhy)  would  efuaae  in  eanfa- 
enoe  with  so  au^iiciouB  an  object.  KeaMiiiw  iha 
likB  a  woman,   to   whom  aiteRial  ^voannee  ■ 

y  aitny  arcumatances  a  matter  of  arunaun- 

•jce,  and  like  a  beauty,  whoji^ad  aomenmSdenn  m 

trarelWcl 

wmb  her,  ■ 

'h™i^  one.oiidd  p 


ivRHl^i  t  j""  charma,  ahe  laid  aaide  h« 
2™>^cloBk  and  capolaine  hat,  and  placed  Ihea 
•mlB  her,  ao  that  ahe  conU  aamune  them  in  an  ia- 
lant^ere  one.onuld  penettata  from  [he  mtraiw  a/ 


fl  the  iotmaionef 
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cuDningly  fBShioncd,  thai  by  the  ' 
luld  not  bti  distill fcuitibed   from 

i,  iheroTore,  ind  (iied  upon  ihiB  i 

ei  piinwljr  iook  wiib  so  mucli  i 


UX 


reaiily.     sSb  bioi 
unerosiing  objeei 

keennesB,  ihai  i ..._ 

Amy  immoTeable  gave  war  to  avie,  and  abe  ttradually    i 
caal  down  hei  eyes,  and  drooped  lier  bene!  under  Ihc  ]  i 
cammandinR  joie  of  the  aoverBign.     Siill,  however,  '  i 
■he  remained  in  all  reapecle,  Bavinalbis  alow  and  nro- 
Ibund  indmatlon  of  the  head,  i:nauanti.'9a  and  i6k:ii. 
~         '      drcBB,  and  the  ci    ■         ■     ■     • 

n  her  hand,  Ell...^ ,....,  ^^..j^ 

the  beauiiiiil  but  mule  tij^rc  which  ali< 
a  perTormer  in  one  of  Ilie  varioua  ibea- 
mla  which  had  been  pinced  in  dilTereni 


Amy  apniiiE . 
i^^erlT,  with,  ' 


a  fixL  and  intampted  th 


■F  he  the  bride  o*  De- 


the  poor  player,  overcome  with  awe  ai  her  ptesence, 
had  eilher  loreot  the  part  aeaiRned  hfr,  or  lacked 
eoutagD  to  go  (hroogh  it.    It  was  nolur.il  and  cout- 

beth  accordineiy  Hud,  in  a  lone  of  condescending 
kinduesa,— "  How  now,  fair  Nymph  of  this  lovely 
grotto— art  diou  apejl-bauod  and  atmch  with  dumb- 
neSB  by  the  charma  oT  the  wicked  enchanter,  whom 

aiul  can  reverse  hia  charm.    Speak,  we  command 

loBtead  of  anawerng  her  by  apeoch,  the  unfor- 
tunate Counieaa  dropped  on  har  knee  before  the 
Queen,  lei  her  casket  fall  fitim  her  hand,  and  ilaap- 
ing  her  palma  together,  looked  up  in  the  Queen'aface 
with  auch  a  mixed  agony  of  fear  and  aupplicaiion, 
thai  Elizabeth  wae  considembly  afTecied, 


canst  talk  faal  enough  wh«i  the  Ihcme  likes  diaa. 
,  Nay,  toll  me,  woman."  ahe  continued,  for  to  the  iai- 
I  pulw  of  curiosity,  waa  now  added  that  of  an  uodr 
i  fined  jealousy  thai  some  dweption  had  been  pneb- 
'  ~-d  on  her,-"  lell  mo,  woman-for  by  God's  dar,  I 
ILL  know— whose  wife,  or  whoae  paramoui.  an 
lou  ?  Speak  out,  and  be  apeedv— Thou  wen  teller 
illy  with  a  iione"^  than  with  Elizabeth." 
llrned  to  this  cjtremiiy,  dragaed  as  it  weir  by 
reaisiible  force  to  the  verge  of  the  predpice,  wbicb 
le  saw  but  couk)  not  avoid.—permiltea  not  a  ma- 
's teqiite  by  Ihe  eager  worda  am' 


urea  of  the  ofiended  Queen,  Amy  at  jetigtb  tjncnil 
I  despair,  "  Tfae  Earl  of  Leicester  knowa  it  all." 
"ThcEiari  of  Laeeslerl"  anid  Ehzabelh,  id  ol 
"TheEoriof  LaccaK      " 


cd.  with  k 


biy  ofieciet 
Ac  said  I 


..    _._ _._.     Stand 

uldst  thou  have  wilh  ual" 
madam,"  faltertd  forth  the  nn- 


■^Each  daughter  of  Enaland  has  it  while  sha 
worthy  of  ii,"  replied  the  Queen  ;  "  but  your  diatrei 
aeema  (o  have  a  deeper  toot  than  a  forgoiton  laal 
Why.andin  "■---  -■ -      ' 


and  in  what,  da  y 
ly  hastily  endeavo 
lo  say.  which  migl 


could  ai 


herself  from  the  im- 

om  one  (bought 
:„«u.  ~..,.:r.  Gllcd  her  mind, 
newer  to  the  Queen's  rapeai- 
the  soughl  proteclion,  only 


Uteroui,  ''AlasI  I  kno>    . 
"ThiB  is  folly,  maiden," 
tiently;  for  thero  waa  sometnmgm  ine 
liuiaa  of  the  supphani.  which  irrilattil 
la  well  aa  interealad  her  feelinga.     "The  Bt 
mu^t  tell  his  malady  to  (he  physician, 


Elizabeth,   impa- 
cuiio9i(y, 


wilhou 


"Ire 


What,  Varney— Sir  Richard  Vamey— the  servar 
of  Lord  Leioc«ler?— What,  damsel,  are  you  to  hin 

lile—and  I  broke  forlh  (o — la' 

"To  throw  Ihv-BPlf  on  my  protection,  doubtlesa," 
aaid  Elizabeth.  ''Thou  ahalt  have  it— tUt  is.  if  thou 
art  worthy ;  for  we  will  sift  this  matter  to  (he  utter- 
most.—Thou  art,"  ehe said,  bendrngon  the Counleea 
an  eye  which  aeemed  deaigned  to  pierce  her  very  in- 
— '      "■'--u  ^Amy,  daughter  of  Sir  HuRh 

cioua  Prin- 
in  her  knee, 


Bobeart 

"Porg  

caM .     aaid  Ams,  cirofping 
&Dm  which  she  had  arivn. 

Mid  Eliwbetb. 


B  takes 


der  the  noblest  lord,  and  (he  Ltucat-bearred  fgenljp- 
mnn,  in  England!  But  wctr  hp  the  rijfhl  hand  of 
our  trust,  or  aoraeihing  yet  dearer  to  ub,  thoti  diaJl 
have  (by  liearinR.  and  that  m  bis  presence.  Come 
with  mc— come  with  mo  tnatantly !'' 

As  Amy  shrunk  back  nitb  (error,  which  ihe  in- 
I'eneed  Queen  interpreted  as  (hat  of  conscious  gmlt, 
Ekiobeth  rapidlf  advanced,  seized  on  her  arm,  and 
hastetied  with  swift  and  longatepa  out  of  the  gmlio. 
and  aloni;  the  principal  alter  of  the  PleaEancr,  drag- 
ging willi  her  the  terrified  Counteaa,  whom  enc  atnl 
t... :.._.  1 j,jj  ihoae  of  (he  indignnnt  Queen. 


t  this 


,    ih^c 


splendid  group  of  lords  and  ladies,  aaacmblKl  lo- 
gethcr  under  an  arcade,  or  portico,  which  dosed  the 
alley.  The  company  had  dnwn  togelbar  in  that 
place  to  attend  the  commanda  of  her  Majesty  when 
the  hunting-party  should  go  forward,  and  iheir  asto- 


iwardathem  with  her  usual  rrM 


featurea  were  flushed  bciwi 


and  agitation,  ll .  __  ., 

hoalE  of  motion,  and  ihnt  her  eyes  sparkled  aa  the; 
were  wont  wliai  the  spirit  of  Henry  Vlll.  mounted 
highest  in  his  daughter.  Nor  were  they  less  asto- 
nished a(  (he  Bppeerance  of  the  pale,  extenuated, 
half  dead,  yet  still  lovely  female,  whom  Ihe  Queen 
upheld  by  main  strength  with  one  hand,  while  with 
the  other  she  watved  aside  the  ladies  and  nobles  who 
piBBsed  towards  her.  under  the  idea  that  she  was 
taken  suddenly  ill.    "  Where  is  my  Lord  of  Leiees- 

iiicnt  all  the  coniiieni  who  aiood  around — "Siiiid 
forth,  my  Lord  of  Leicester  "' 


.  .  [pectMlly  VBwtied  before  hi..^ 
with  half  the  aaionishment  and  feu  which  Lejcestcr 
felt  at  the  sight  thai  ao  suddenly  pterented  itfetf. 
He  had  that  instant  been  receiving,  with  apolitical 
aifeciBtionof  disavoTKngand  miaunderatandinfl ibar 
maininft  the  half  uMercd,  half  intimalai  cotwani- 
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liMfu  of  the  coanisn  upon  ifac  faToiu- of  [he  Qiieen.  i  uioel  called  bis  prate  <o  hia  4id.  and  NplaHJMd  him 
cirried  BpEwrently  to  iu  hiahesl  piLch  during  Uie  in-  wim  ine  uiler  eiiremily  of  DjunaeM  which  would 
lerview  of  th*t  morning  i  from  wliich  most  of  iheni    oTcrwhelm  him  for  evsr,  if  lie  sIoi^hI  to  uke  ahsltar 


.  »UBur,  thai  he  mighl  soon  ariaelroin  iJn 

■inul  in  r»itt  to  become  their  mnater.     ''■"  — ^ 
while  the  subdued  yet  proud  aniila  with  wl  i 


uloundsd  slateemsn  like  the  1 


IT  half  de< 
ded  to  (he 


Ab,  at  the  blut  of  that  liit  immpei,  ihe  guilty 
diall  c»U  upon  the  mountain!  to  dover  them,  Leicea- 
ter'B  tnwud  iboughla  ttivoknl  the  BiRUly  arch  which 
he  iwd  buill  in  hia  pride,  to  butat  its  Birong  coiyunc- 

mmledalona,  architrave,  and  baiilemenc  atoixl  fast ; 
and  it  wa»  the  proud  master  himself,  who.  aa  if  some 
Kttud  preasure  had  beat  bim  la  the  earth,  kneeled 
dowD  before  Elizabeth,  and  proslrated  his  brow  lo 
the  marble  flu,«Ioncs,  on  wmch  she  Blood. 

"Laceaterg'^aaid  Ebubeth,  in  avoice  which  (rem- 
bled  with  paasioD,  "could  I  Uiink  thou  haal  praclisBd 
ou  ma— on  me  th^  Soveieign— on  ms  thy  confiding, 
■hf  100  partial  nuslnua,  tbe  base  and  uo^teftil  de- 
cepOOQ  whkb  thr  praaeai  confonon  sumuses—by  all 
that  is  holy,  blao  lunl,  ihal  bead  of  thine  were  m  aa 
ever  was  thy  faihei'e  1" 

--■ --—  ^— cence,  but  he  had 

..««  ™  ^.-rr*..  .«—  — *  .«««.  aiowJy  ilia  brow 
lod  features,  which  were  black  and  B?volti  with  con- 


n  himself  the  proceclor  ot 


igemalions,andDnlyrGpli«l,  "My! 


ill  but  by  ibe  f 


nl  will 


plead,  and 
(iiith&l 
^  "Whj 

Shrewsbury,  you  are  marshal  of  Ei^laau.  attach 
hon  of  hign  mason !" 
"  Whom  doea  your  Orace  n>eaD  1"  sakl  Shrewriu- 


"  What  1  my  lordly"  said  Eliiabeth,  looking  ar 
we  ate  defied,  1  ihink— defied  in  iho  CasUe  we 
ourselves  bestowed  on  (bis  proud  m —  '    ""  ' 


d,  for  be  had  thai  in 
"  Whom ,  should  1  mean,  but  that  li 


I  ciBlody.— , _ 

Uunsdon,  a  roiwfa  old  noblo,  who, 
tionship  to  (he  Boleyna,  waaaccuBioRi 
freedoni  with  ibe  Queen  than  almoat  b 
vlisd  bluntly,  "And  it  is  lil 


_„:oS: 

too  much  baate.     I  do  t 
"  Patient— God's  lifi 
"name  not  [he  word  V 
what  he  ia  guilty!" 

Amy,  who  bad  by  thL  ^^lu  . 
Tfoied  homeLf,  and  who  saw  her 


Imol  ine  Queen — 
Du  hnaw'B[  not  of 


and  her  own  danger, 
ha  knee*,,  while  shei 


It  of  the  Uu^n,    Uo  had  alroady  ti 
oBu.  with  the  digiulyof  a  man  of  bonou 
IS  mamefte.  and  proclaim  himself  the 

IB  Countess,  whfn  Varney,  born,  os  it  _,,. ,  _ 

i  his  maBter'a  evil  geoiua,  tuihed  into  the  presence, 

ilh  every  mark  of  disorder  ou  hia  face  and  uurd. 

What  moana  this  saucy  intnuionl"  said  Elka- 

'Vame\',  with  ibo  air  of  a  man  altogether  orer- 
helmed  with  grief  and  confuaioD,  proatralsd  bimaalf 
jfore  her  feet,  eiciairaiDg.  "Pnidor,  mj  Iie»,  par- 
31) !— or  St  least  let  your  justice  nvsoge  itself  onms. 
'here  II  is  due;  but  spare  my  noble,  my  peneroui^ 


odiouB  place  hinl' 
.  .ly  towards  Lacea- 
the  uncertainty  and 


self  so  near  her,  am 

ler,  when  checked  _. , ,  . 

even  timidity  whicli  hia  looks  bsd  reasEiuned 
soon  as  ibe  appearance  of  bis  conHdant  seemed  lo 
open  a  new  Bceae,  she  hime  back  and  uttering  s  fainl 
scream,  besought  of  her  Majesty  to  cause  bo  to  be 
imprisoned  in  the  lowest  dungeon  of  tbe  Castle--lo 
deal  with  her  as  the  worst  of  cnminala— "  but  siiara," 
■he  eitlatmeifi  "my  eight  and  heating,  what  will  da- 
stray  tbe  little  jitdoiitent  i  han  1^— Ibe  sight  of 
thai  unulleiable  end  most  Bhameleaa  villaia  I" 


^h,  wars! 

ury— he  hi„ ,. 

luld  be  peace.    I  shall  gg  mad  if  1  look 

"Bcfti 


look    to    IDIS  PO< 

her  be  safely  bei 

moved  by  co 
or  by  some  oi 

undir  foTOUTi 
rough,  but  y( 


but  I  think  thou  an 

[he  Queen.— "Hy  Lord  H , 

distmsrd  young  woman,  and  let 

iwed,  and  in  honest  keetung,  till  wa 


nmc)  forgot  hi 

ire'^L  Qurenre'nbracS  , 
med,  "He  is  RUdlless,  mH- 
Oam — he  is  guiiiiess— no  one  cen  lay  augfat  to  Ihe 
chara?  of  the  noble  Leicestor  I" 

"why,  minion,  answered  the  Queen,  didat  not 
thoo.  Ihysdt  say  ihoi  the  Enrl  of  Leicester  was  pri- 
vy to  thy  whole  history  V 

"Did  I  eay  sol"  r«>ealed  the  unhappy  Amy.  lay- 
ioe  aside  every  consideration  of  coneietencv.  and  of 
«&-intei«st:  ''O.  if  Idii  Ifonlly  bcUedfailh.  Msy 
Qod  BO  iudvu  mc,  as  I  believe  he  was  never  privy  to 
a  thousht  tnnt  would  hsnn  me!" 

"  Woman  1"  snid  Eliiabeth,  "  1  will  know  who  has 
movad  thee  to  this ;  or  my  wrath— ond  the  wrath  of 
kinga  is  a  flaming  fita^faall 


s  theQueen  altered  Ihis  ibn 


ither  and 
LekeMer's  bstlar 


So  oaTiog  lis  carried  herofT,  unresiwinglr  and  al- 
most unconsciously;  his  war-tvom  locks  and  long 
8 ray  beard,  mingling  with  her  hght-brown  IresBea.  aa 
et  head  reclined  on  his  strong  square  sbouldar,- 
Tha  Queen  followed  him  wiJi  her  eye-she  had 
alreiidy.  with  that  eelf-contmand,  which  farms  so 
necensary  a  part  of  a  Sovereign's  accumplishmenla. 
suppreased  every  appeoraoce  of  agitation,  and  seem- 
ed as  tf  ehe  desired  lo  baniab  all  traces  of  her  bursi 
of  passion  from  lbs  recollection  of  those  who  had 
nilnessed  it.     "  My  Lord  of  Hunsdon  says  welli" 

BhflobBetved,  •"" "   ---'--■'- -^ '-  — 

tender  a  babe." 


indeed  bi 


>f  Hunsdon,"   said  the  Dean  of  81. 
k  .1  nnl  in  HAfamBtinn  of  his  more  no- 


•.  jiuLu  n  uiuud  ucense  m  speecb, 
JiscourK  somewhat  (oo^^y 
cruel  ana  superstitious  oaths,  wliich  savour  uoui  m 
profaneness  and  of  old  pepislrie." 

"  It  is  the  fliuli  of  his  blood,  Mr.  Dean,  said  tha 
Queen,  turning  aharply  round  upon  the  reverend  dig- 
nitary as  she  Bpoke;  ''and  you  may  blame mmefbr 
tbe  same  tlisiempi^ralure.  The  Boleyns  wrae  aver  a 
hot  and  plnin-spoken  race,  more  hasty  lo  ipaak  tbeir 
nund,  than ^'  -  -  ''- ■■" ' »-"' 
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by  my  woid--I  hope  there  is  no  Bin  in  that  affinna- 
tion—I  question  u  it  were  much  cooled  by  munng 
with  that  of  Tudor."        ^  .        .         n  , 

As  she  made  this  last  observation,  she  nnued  gra- 
ciously, and  stole  her  eyes  almost  msensibly  round 
to  seek  those  of  the  Elarl  of  Leicester,  to  whom  she 
now  began  to  think  she  had  spoken  with  hasty 
harshuMs  upon  the  unfounded  suspicion  of  a  mo- 
ment. 

The  Queen's  eye  found  the  Earl  in  nomood  to  ac- 
cept the  implied  offer  of  conciliation.  His  own  looks 
had  followed  with  late  and  rueful  repentance,  the  £bi- 
ded  form  which  Hunsdon  had  just  borne  from  tbs 
presence ;  they  now  reposed  gloomilyon  the  ground, 
but  more— so  at  least  it  seemed  to  Elizabeth— with 
the  expression  of  one  who' has  received  an  luuust  af- 
front, than  of  him  who  is  conscious  of  guilt.  She 
turned  her  £ice  angrily  frt>m  him,  and  said  to  V amey, 
*'  Speak,  Sir  Richard,  and  explain  these  riddlea— thou 
hast  sense  and  the  use  of  M>eech,  at  least,  which 
elsewhere  we  look  for  in  vain." 

As  she  said  this,  she  darted  another  reaentfru 
l^ance  towards  Leicester,  while  the  Mrily  Vamey  has- 
tened to  tell  his  own  story. 

"Your  Majesty's  piercmg  eye,"  he  said,  "has  al- 
ready detected  the  cruel  malady  of  my  beloved  lady ; 
which,  unhappy  that  I  am,  I  would  not  sufier  to  be 
ezpresMd  in  the  certificate  of  her  physician,  seeking 
to  conceal  what  has  now  broken  out  with  so  much 
the  mors  scandal." 

"She  is  then  distraught T'  said  the  Queen— " in- 
deed we  doubted  not  of  it— her  whole  demeanour 
bears  it  out  I  found  her  moping  in  a  comer  of 
yonder  grotto;  and  every  word  she  spoke— which 
mdeed  t  dragged  from  her  as  by  the  rack— she  in- 
stantly recallea  and  forswore.  But  how  came  she 
hither  1    Why  had  you  her  not  in  safe-keooing  7" 

"  My  gracious  Liege,"  said  Vam^,  "  the  worthy 
gentleman  imder  whose  charge  I  left  her,  Master 
Anthony  Foster,  has  come  hither  but  now,  as  fast  as 
man  anid  horse  can  travel,  to  show  me  of  her  escape, 
which  she  managed  with  the  art  peculiar  to  many 
who  are  afflicted  with  this  malady.  He  is  at  hand 
for  examination." 

"Let  it  be  for  another  time,"  said  the  Queen. 
"But,  Sir  Richard,  we  envy  you  not  your  domestic 
felicity;  your  lady  railed  on  you  bitterly,  and  seemed 
ready  to  swoon  at  beholding  you." 

"It  is  the  nature  of  persons  in  her  disorder,  so 
please  your  Grace,"  answerod  Vamey,  "to  be  ever 
most  inveterate  in  their  spleen  against  those,  whom, 
in  their  better  moments,  they  hold  nearest  and  dear- 
est." 

"We  have  heard  so,  indeed,"  said  Elizabeth,  "and 
give  faith  to  the  saying." 

"  May  your  Once  then  be  pleased,"  said  Vamey, 
"  to  command  mv  unfortunate  wife  to  be  delivered 
into  the  custody  or  her  friends  7" 

Leicester  partly  started  ^  but,  making  a  strong 
effort,  he  subdued  his  emotion,  while  Ebzabeth  an- 
swersd  sharply,  "You  are  something  too  hasty.  Mas- 
ter Vamey;  we  will  have  first  a  report  of  the  lady*s 
health  and  state  of  mind  from  Masters,  our  own 
physician,  and  then  determine  what  shall  be  thought 
just.  You  shall  have  license,  however,  to  see  her, 
that  if  there  be  any  matrimonial  quarrel  betwixt  you— 
such  things  we  have  heuti  do  occur,  even  betwixt  a 
loving  couple— you  may  make  it  up,  without  farther 
scandal  to  our  court,  or  trouble  to  ourselves." 

Vamey  bowed, low,  and  made  no  other  answer. 

Elizabeth  again  looked  towards  Leicester,  and 
said,  with  a  d^ree  of  condescension  which  could 
only  arise  out  of  the  most  heartficlt  interest,  "  Dis- 
cord, as  the  ItaUan  poet  says,  will  find  her  way  into 
peaceful  convents,  as  well  as  into  the  privacy  of 
■amiliee;  and  we  fear  our  own  guards  and  ushers 
will  hardly  exclude  her  from  courts.  My  Lord  of 
L^cester,  you  are  ofl^ded  with  ua,  and  we  have 
light  to  be  ofiended  with  you.  We  will  take  the  lion's 
pan  upon  us,  and  be  the  first  to  forgive." 

LeMestor  smoothed  his  brow,  as  by  an  efibrt^  but 
the  trouble  was  too  deep-seated  that  its  plaaditT 
should  at  once  return.  He  said,  however,  that  which 
fitted  the  occaami,  "that  he  oouU  not  have  the  hap- 


piness of  Ibrgiving,  because  she  who  oommaaded 
him  to  do  so,  could  commit  no  injury  towards  bin." 

Elhabeth  seemed  content  with  this  reply,  and  inti- 
mated her  pleasure  that  the  sports  of  the  momiog 
should  proceed.  The  bufdes  sounded — die  houa 
bayed— the  horses  praneed— but  the  ooortierB  and 
ladies  sought  the  amusement  to  which  they  wen 
summoned  with  hearts  very  difiereot  from  those 
which  had  leaped  to  the  morning's  rtvcatte.  Tlien 
was  doubt,  and  fear,  and  expectation  on  every  brtn*, 
and  surmise  and  intrigue  in  every  whisper. 

Blount  took  an  opportunity  to  whisper  into  Ra- 
leigh's ear,  "  This  storm  came  like  a  kvanter  u  the 
Mediterranean." 

,  '\Vorium  et  muiabUt^^*  ansvrered  Raleigfa,  is  a 
similar  tone. 

"  Nay.  I  know  nought  of  your  Latin,"  said  Bkiatt; 
"  but  I  thank  God  Tressitian  took  not  the  sea  dsing 
that  hurricane.  He  could  scarce  have  mi— td  ahi^ 
wreck,  knowing  as  he  does  so  little  how  to  trim  w 
soils  to  a  court  sale.'* 

"  Thou  woulost  have  instracted  hna  7"  said  Ra- 
leigh. 

^  Wbv,  I  have  profited  by  my  time  as  well  as  thoo, 
Sir  Walter,"  replied  honest  Blount.  "I  am  kmght 
as  well  as  thou,  and  of  the  earto*  creation." 

"  Now^  God  fiurther  thy  wit,"  said  Ralewfa ;  *'bat 
for  Tressdian.  I  would  I  knew  what  vrere  me  matter 
with  him.  He  told  me  this  morning  he  would  not 
leave  his  chamber  for  the  space  of  twelve  hovs  or 
thereby,  being  bound  by  a  promise.  Tliis  lady'i 
madnesfl^  whan  he  shall  leam  it,  will  ix>L  I  fisar, 
cure  his  mfirmity.  The  moon  is  at  the  fulwat,  aad 
men's  brains  are  working  like  veast.  But  hark! 
they  sound  to  mount.  Let  us  to  norscL  Bkmnt :  we 
young  knights  must  deserve  our  spur*.'' 


CHAPTER   XXXV. 


SiMeritjr, 


ThoQ  first  of  TirtiMi  I  let  no  mortal  kavo 

Ttie  onward  path,  alttiovfh  the  aarth  aboold  lapa. 

And  (Vom  tbe  gnu  of  hell  I>wtnMttion  err. 

To  take  diasinwlatioo'*  windmc  way.— JDmifta^ 

It  was  not  till  after  a  long  and  successful  morn- 
ing's sport,  and  a  prolonged  repast  which  followed 
tbe  return  of  the  C^ueen  to  the  Castle,  that  Leicfsig 
at  length  found  himself  alone  with  Van>ey,  fiom 
whom  he  now  learned  the  whole  particulars  of  tbe 
Countess's  escape,  as  they  had  been  brou^t  to  Ken- 
ilworth  by  Foster,  who,  in  his  terror  for  tbe  conse- 
quences, nsd  himself  postiod  thither  with  the  tithBca 
As  Vamey,  in  his  narrative,  took  especial  care tobe 
silent  concerning  those  practices  on  the  Countess's 
health  which  had  driven  her  to  so  desperate  a  r 
lution,  Leicester,  who  could  only  suppose  that 

had  aidopted  it  out  of  jealous  impatience^  to  at 

the  avowed  state  and  appearance  belongmf  lo  ha 
rank,  was  not  a  little  ofllended  at  the  mnr  with 
which  his  wife  had  broken  his  strict  commanu,  wai 
exposed  him  to  the  resentment  of  Ehxabeth. 

'  I  have  givetL"  he  said,  "  to  this  daii^ter  of  aa 
obscure  Devonshire  gentleman,  the  proudest  name 
in  England.  I  have  made  her  sharer  of  my  bed  aad 
of  my  fortunes.  I  ask  but  of  her  a  httle  p^nf»~^ 
ere  she  launches  forth  upon  the  full  current  of  her 

grandeur,  andnhe  infatuated  woman  will  rather 
azard  her  own'  ahipwreck  and  mine,  will  rathcaia- 
volve  me  in  a  thousand  whirlpools,  ^oals,  and  quick- 
sands, and  compel  me  to  a  thousand  devices  Mrhick 
shame  me  in  mine  own  eyes,  than  tarry  for  a  bttk 
n>ace  longer  in  the  obscurity  to  which  she  was  bom. 
So  lovely,  so  delicate,  so  fond,  so  faithfol— yet  lo 
lack  in  so  grave  a  matter  the  prudence  whicn  one 
might  hope  mmi  the  veriest  fooF— it  puts  me  beyoorf 
my  patience." 

We  may  post  it  over  yet  well  enough,*'  said  Var- 
iiey,  "if  my  lady  will  be  but  ruled,  and  take  on  her 
the  character  which  the  time  commands." 
"It  is  but  too  true.  Sir  Richard,"  said  Leicester, 
there  is  indeed  no  other  remedy.  I  have  heard  her 
termed  thy  wife  in  my  presence,  without  contia£e> 
tipn.  She  must  bear  the  title  imtil  sfaa  is  fer  fraai 
Kemlworth." 


klone  knowiDS  what  pmaagea  hive  laken  plsce  De- 
tivut  Eljiabiith  and  you." 

"  Yon  an  rkht,  Varaey,"  snid  LdceBUri  "Ihave 
thia  iDoming  been  both  fool  and  vilJain ;  and  when 
Elisabeth  h«imof  myunbappy  marriage,  she  cannot 
bnt  [hink  benelf  treated  with  that  premeditated 
dight  wbich  women  never  fbrgiTe.  We  bave  ones 
UUH  day  Rlood  upon  lenne  little  ehotl  of  defiance ; 
•IHI  lo  ihoaa,  I  tear,  wa  muai  again  return." 

Is  her  reoBDlnient,  then,   to  implaceblel"  aaid 
Vu-ner. 

Par  from  it,"  riplied  ihe  Elatl  i  "for,  being  whal 


nel.  one  of  his  own  noriliam  reiaini 
who  tendrl/  sdfiitted  Sir  Richnrd  V 
lendant,  aayinR  only,  in  hie  nort. 
would,  tnan,  Ibou  couldel  make  [he 
yonder;  forW  moans  do  eae  dirl  I 
that  I  would  rather  keep  watch  on 
the  waetea  of  Catlawdie." 
They  haslily  entered,  and  ahul 


1,  if  thert 


e  help  a  votary  at 


wiihS; 


udeacepdinE,  m  giyins  me  oppotte 
lat  aha  ihinka  my  faulty  heat  of  U 


alwaya  most  wiiliog  to  acknowledge  the  greater 
fanll.— 80  then,  my  lord,  if  this  union  with  the  lady 
could  be  coucealed,  you  aland  with  Elizabeth  la  you 
did?" 

Lioicafler  aiffaed,  and  waa  ailenl  for  a  moment,  ere 
he  replied. 

"  Vaniey,  I  Ihink  tfaou  art  true  lo  me  and  I  wUl 

ftpoken  to  Elizabeth — under  what  mad  impnlael  know 
not — on  a  theme  which  cannot  be  abandoned  wit# 
out  tauching  erery  female  feeling  to  the  quick,  and 
which  yet  1  dare  not  and  cannot  prosecnie.  She 
c^i  never,  never  (brsive  me.  for  having  caused  and  1 
witneaaed  those  yielcunse  to  human  paealon."  ' 

"  We  must  do  aomething,  my  lord,"  eaid  Tatney,  1 
"  nnd  that  apeedily."  1 

"  There  ia  nought  lo  be  done,"  anawered  Leicealor, ! 
deepondingly;  I  am  like  one  (hat  haa  long  toiled  up  I 
a  dengerouB  predpice,  and  when  he  ie  vntbin  one 
periloua  alrideof  the  top,  finds  hie  progress  arreetsd  | 
when  retreal  haa  become  impaeaible.  I  see  above  1 
me  the  pinnacle  which  I  cannot  reach— beneath  mn  I 
the  abyu  inld  which  I  must  fall,  aa  aoon  aa  my 
lazing  greap  and  diiiy  brain  join  to  hurl  me  from 
nreaent  precarnaa  Mancc." 

"Think  bellerof '■ ■ ■—! .. -:j  .. 


within  himselt;   "for 

diahevelled,  was  scatal  upon  a  eorl  01  couc 
altitude  of  the  deepest  affliction,  outof  whicb 
Blarlledby  theopemngof  Ihedoor.  Shetumei 
round,  and,  filing  her  eye  on  Vaniey,  et 
"  Wretch !  an  thou  come  to  frame  aonM  nen 
vdlanyr' 


L^CB 


Richard  Varney," 

The  chani;D  etTected  on  the  Counteaa'B  l< 
manner  wa  a  like  tn  agio.  "Dudleyl"  ebe  eii 
"  Dudley !  and  ml  thou  come  at  last  1"  And  ' 
speed  of  ligbtniag  she  flew  [0  her  hunbani 
around  hia  neck,  and,  unheeding  theprcsence 
ney,  overwhelmed  him  with  careaaea,  wl 
balhcd  his  face  in  a  flood  of  tears;  mulleiinj 
same  lime,  but  in  broken  and  disjointed  mo 
bIcB,  Ihe  fondest  eipreaaions  which  Love  tea 


vely. 


i.  'S'^i^'yljul 


which  .you  h 


Eliiabeih'e  knowiedge,  and  all  may  yet  be  well.  1 
will  instantly  go  to  ilie  lady  myself— She  hates  me, 
bflCBitH  I  have  been  eameat  with  your  tbrdahip,  as 
she  traly  auspeets,  m  oppoaition  to  what  rfio  terms 
her  righta.  I  caie  not  for  her  prejudicps — She  tnatl 
Jiaten  to  me  i  and  I  will  ahow  Tier  such  reaaona  fcr 
yielding  lo  the  pressure  of  the  lunes,  thai  I  doubl  not 

theae  exigencies  may  reouire," 

"NoTVamey"  said  Leicester;  "I  have  thought 
upoD  what  ia  to  bo  done,  and  I  wiU  myself  speak  with 

It''™  now  Vamey'e  turn  lo  feel,  upon  his  own  ac- 
count, the  terrors  which  ho  affeciea  to  panicipole 
•olely  on  account  of  his  palron.  Your  lordship  wdl 
not  jouraelf  speak  mih  the  ladjtl" 

"it  ia  my  flied  purpose,"  aaid  Leicester  1  fetch  me 
one  of  the  livery-cloaks  i  I  will  pass  the  aentinel  as 
thv  aervanl.    Thou  art  to  have  free  access  to  her." 

''But,  my  lord" 

"I  will  have  no  bull,"  replied  Leicester ;  "it  ahall 
be  even  thus,  and  nol  olherwiae.  Hundson  sleeps. 
I  think,  in  Saimlowe'e  Tower.  We  can  go  ibiificr 
from  these  apartmenis  by  the  pnvate  P»'"P''  '*"''- 
Hunadoni  he  ia  more  m(  friend  than  enemy,  and 


;r  was  muffled  in  ihe  nianile,  pulled 
lis  hrows,  and  followed  Varney  along 
te  of  Ihe  Casile  which  commuuicated 


tven  th 

soffei 

ipaired  the  b 


0 1  beta,  re nSered  hers 

received  and  repaid  her  caresses  with  fondne 
gled  wiih  melancholy,  the  last  of  which  she 
scarcely  to  observe,  until  Ihe  first  transpor 
own  joy  was  overi  when,  looking  aniioual 
face,  ahe  asked  if  he  wsa  ill. 

"Not  in  my  body,  Amy,"  was  hia.anawer. 

"Thenl  will  be  welltoo.-0  Dudleyl  1  hi 
ill!-vervill,  sin »  we  last  met  I— for  1  call  : 
morning'B  horrible  viaion  a  meeting.  I  have 
sickness,  in  grieC  and  in  daiwet— Bat  Ihou  ai 
and  all  ia  joy,  and  health,,  and  aafetyl" 

"Alasl  Amy,"  said  Leicester,  "ihou  haat 


i  you.  Amy,"  replied  ll 
:  contrary  to  my  eipre 
your  presence  here  ei 


new  by  what  feara  1  was  v 
'lacol— but  I  will  any  nothin 
'  it  mit^t  be  otherwise,  I  ww 
iilher , — yet  if  it  concern  youi 
"  We  will,  think,  Amjr,  of  K 


not  wilUngl 
ifelV" 


wh&iT, 


01  hi>.  But  be  ihal  w  Decenary  u  jrour  nghi  hand  lo 
TOUi  aafeiy.  i>  free  from  any  accusatiqp  of  mine.  May 
ho  ba  tniB  lo  youi  andlhat  be  maybe  iiue,  tnu)  him 
not  (00  muchor  loo  far.  Bui  ii  is  enough  lo  >ay.  Iliil 
I  •rill  nol  ao  wi[h  him  uiileH  hy  Tiolence,  nor  would 

I  acknowledge  him  aa  my  huabind,  were  all" 

"It  is  a  lemporary  decepiioB,  madam,"  Hid  Ld- 

ceaier,  initated  by  her  oppoiiiion,  "  necesaary  for  boih 

r  aafedea,  endannensd  by  you  ihrough  femole  ca- 

ce,  or  ihe  premature  desire  lo  seize  on  a  rank  lo 

lu  liile,  only  under  condition  thai  our 

mamage,  lor  a  lime,  ahauld  continue  aecreL    if  my 

Eiposal  dioguat  you,  it  !■  yourself  has  brought  it  on 
ih  of  ua.    There  is  no  other  remedy— you  mult  do 
what  your  own  impaiKnt  (oily  hatb  rendered  necea- 

"I  cannot  put  your  cotnmands,  my  lord,"   said 

science.  I  will  nor,  in  this  instance,  obey  you.  You 
may  achieve  yoiu-  own  diehonoiu-,  <o  which  these 
crooked  poliues  naturally  tend,  but  1  will  do  nought 
that  can  blemish  mine.  How  could  vou  agsin,  my 
lord,  acknowledge  me  as  a  pure  and  chaste  matron, 
worthy  to  share  your  fortunes,  when,  holding  that 
hi^  character.  I  had  stialled  Ihe  country  the  acknow- 
ledged wifeof  auch  s  profligate  fellow  as  your  servant 
Vameyl" 

"My  lord,"  said  Vamey  inlotposing,  "my lady  is 
too  much  prejudiced  against  me,  unhappily,  to  listen 
lo  what  I  can  offer;  yet  it  may  please  her  better  than 
what  she  proposes.  She  has  good  interest  with 
Master  Edmund  Tressilian,  and  coulit  doubtless  pre- 
vail on  him  lo  consent  to  be  her  companion  to  Lid- 
eote-Hall.  snd  there  she  might  remain  in  safety  until 
Hme  permitted  the  deyolopment  of  (histnysiery." 

Leicester  was  silent,  but  stood  looking  eagerly  on 
Amy,  with  eyes  which  seemed  suddenly  to  glow  as 
much  with  suspicion  as  displeasure. 

The  Counleas  only  aoid.  "  Wi^d  to  God  I  were 
proyfa-her'shousef— Wflicnl  iMi,  I  Ulde. thought 


my  lonl."  riie  proceeded,  "and 


the  mysterious  duididty 


ith  which,  yon  have  Wa 


ind  youraeli.    EiiricnU  ycmntil  ai 

my  lord,  from  the  Ij ^  ■>- —  ■•■■ '-' 

nela.  .Be.likeai       * 


inny  oT  these  dtMnoefa) 
iglish  gentleman, luiigtat, 
iilb  is  tbe  fboiKUtioo  d 


of  hie  nostrils.  Take  your  ill-&led  wifo  by  the  hanJL 
lead  her  to  the  footstool  of  Elnabeth'a  throne— Say, 
that  in  a  moment  of  infaluaiion,  moved  by  suppoieo 
beauty,  of  which  none  perhaps  can  now  itace  etsi 
the  remains,  I  gave  my  hand  to  this  Amy  Robaui.— 
You  will  then  have  done  justice  to  me,  my  lord,  sod 

qmre  vou  to  part  from  me,  I  wUl  offuse  no  objecdm 
—since  I  may  then  with  honour  hide  a  piered  aad 
broken  heart  in  Ihoae  ahades  &om  which  jtnai  lo*e 
withdrew  me.  flien-^ave  but  a  little  patience,  ud 
Amy's  lile  will  not  long  darken  your  brighter  ptoi- 


iband.  The  scalea  seemed  to  fiul  ftam  hia  eyea 
I  the  duplicity  and  ter^versaiion  of  wbidi  be  had 
n  guilty  stung  him  at  once  with  remona  and 


"Ah,  Amy,  thou  little  knowesti"  soid  Dudley; 
but,iiiBtaniIr  checkmg  himself,  be  added,  "Yet  staa 
shall  not  find  in  me  a  safe  or  easy  viclim  of  arbitraiy 
vengeance.— I  have  frienda— I  have  slli(«— I  wdl  not, 
like  Norfolk,  be  diajned  to  Ihe  block,  as  •  vicnm  to 
ncnlice.    Fear  not,  Amy ;  Ibouahalt  see  Dudley  bear 

rounicate  ^th  aome  of  those  friends  on  whom  I  can 
best  rely;  fur,  an  thinga  stand,  I  may  be  nude  pri- 

"O,  my  good  lord,"  said  Amy,  "make  no  facuon 
in  a  peaceful  ataie!  There  is  no  &iend  can  help  ui  so 
well  as  our  own  candid  truth  and  honour.  Bruia  but 
these  to  our  asBiaian<e,  and  you  are  sale  amirlsi  a 
whole  army  of  the  envious  and  malignant.  L^te 
these  behind  you,  and  all  other  defence  wtlt  be  fhiit- 
ksB.  Truth,  my  noble  lord,  is  well  painted  unarmed." 

"But  Wiadom,  Amy,"  answered  Leicestet.  "  is  si- 
rayed  in  panoply  of  proof.  Argus  not  withne  on  the 
means  1  shall  use  to  render  my  confession — since  it 
must  be  called  so-as  safe  as  may  be;  i(  will  be 
fraught  with  eoough  of  danger,  do  what  we  will.— 


Vamey,  we  must li 


-Farewell,  Amy,  whom  t 

of  which  thou  alone  couldst  be  worthy  I    You  atudl 
soon  hear  brther  from  me." 

He  einbraced  her  fervently,  mufflid  himselfaa  be- 
fore, and  accompanied  Vamey  tnm  [he  spanroen:. 
The  latter,  ee  he  lefl  the  room,  bowed  low,  and.  oa 
ho  raised  hiii^ody,  regarded  Amy  with  apeculiaTU- 
preMion,  as  if  he  demfed  lo  know  how  far  hia  own 


It  ms  to  tbe  eriiii,"  ha 


dur.XXXYL] 
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— **  She  or  I  are  lost  There  was  aomethiiig--I  wot 
not  if  it  was  fear  or  pity— that  prompted  me  to  avoid 
ttua  fatal  crisis.  It  is  now  decided— She  or  I  must 
periih," 

Wh3e  he  thus  spoke,  he  observed,  with  surprise, 
that  a  bojr,  repulsed  by  tke  sentinel,  made  up  to  Lei- 
cester, and  spoke  with  him.  Vamey  was  one  of 
those  politicians,  whom  not  the  slightest  Appearances 
escupe  without  inquiry.  He  asked  the  sentmel  what 
^  lad  wanted  with  him.  and  received  for  answer, 
that  the  boy  had  wished  him  to  transmit  a  parcel  to 
the  mad  lady,  but  that  he  cared  not  to  take  charge  of 
it  such  communication  being  beyond  his  commission. 
His  curiosity  satisfied  in  that  particular^e  approach- 
ed  his  patron,  and  heard  him  say— "Well,  boy,  the 
pa^t  shall  be  delivered." 

"Tlianks,  good  Master  Serving-man,"  said  the 
bov,  and  wajB  out  of  sight  in  an  instant 

Leicester  and  Vamey  returned  with  hasty  steps  to 
the  Earl's  private  apartment,  by  the  same  passage 
which  had  conducted  them  to  Saintlowe's  Tower. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI 


I  hav»  nid 


Thiaia  an  adnltereaa    I  have  aaid  with  whom  i 
Mora,  sba'i  a  traitor,  and  Camtllo  ii 
A  federarf  with  her,  and  one  that  knowa 
What  aha  ahould  ahania  to  know  heiaelf  . 

Wbuef*  TaL 

Tbst  were  no  sooner  in  the  Earl's  cabinet,  than, 
taking  his  tablets  from  his  pocket,  he  began  to  write, 
yeakmg  partly  to  Vamey,  and  partly  to  himself:— 

There  are  many  of  them  close  oounden  to  mc,  and 
eneaally  those  in  good  estate  and  high  office;  many 
,  who.  if  they  look  back  towards  my  benefits,  or  for- 
'  ward  towards  the  perils  which  may  befall  themselves, 
will  not,  I  think,  oe  disposed  to  see  me  stagger  un- 
■ipported.  Let  me  see— Knollis  is  sure,  and  tnrou^ 
his  means  Guernsey  and  Jersey— Horsey  commands 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight — My  brother-in-law,  Hunting- 
don, and  Pembroke,  have  authority  in  Wales- 
Through  Bedford  I  lead  the  Puritans,  with  their  in- 
terest, so  powerful  in  all  the  boroughs— My  brother 
of  Warwick  is  equal,  wellnigh.  to  myselt^  in  wealth, 
followers,  and  dependencies— Sir  Owen  Hopton  is  at 
my  devotion ;  he  conmiands  the  Tower  of  London, 
and  the  national  treasure  deposited  there — My  father 
and  grandfather  needed  never  to  have  stooped  their 
heads  to  the  block,  had  they  thus  forecast  their  en- 
terprises.—Whv  look  you  so  sad,  Vamey?  I  tell 
^e,  a  tree  so  deep-rooted  is  not  easily  to  be  torn  up 
by  toe  tempest." 

.  "Alas!  my  lord,"  said  Vamey,  with  well-acted pas- 
tton,  and  then  resumed  the  same  look  of  deq>onden- 
cy  which  Leicester  had  before  noted. 

"  Alas !"  rep^ited  Ldcester,  "  and  wherefore  alas, 
Sir  Richard  ?  Doth  your  new  spirit  of  chivalry  supply 
no  more  vigorous  eiaculation,  when  a  noble  strup^le 
is  impending  1  Or  ifcUaa  means  thou  wilt  flinch  trom 
the  conflict,  thoumajrst  leave  the  Castle,  or  go  join 
mine  enemies,  which  ever  thou  thinkest  best.' 

"Not  so,  my  lord."  answered  his  confidant ;  "  Var- 
ney  will  be  found  fighting  or  dying  by  your  side.  For- 
give me,  if^  in  love  to  you,  I  see  more  fiilly  than  your 
noble  heart  permits  you  to  do,  the  inextricable  diffi- 
culties with  which  you  are  surrounded.  You  are  strong 
my  lord,  and  powerful;  yet,  let  me  say  it  without  of- 
firaoe,  vou  are  so  only  by  the  reflected  light  of  the 
Queen's  favour.  While  you  are  Elizabeth's  favourite, 
TOO  are  all,  save  in  name,  like  an  actual  sovereign. 
But  let  her  call  back  the  nonoura  she  has  bestowed, 
and  the  Prophet's  gourd  did  not  wither  more  sudden- 
ly. Declare  against  the  C^ueen,  and  I  do  not  say  that  in 
the  wide  nation,  or  in  this  province  alone,  you  would 
find  yourself  instantly  deserted  and  outnumbered; 
biit  I  will  say,  that  even  in  this  very  Castle,  and  in  the 
midst  of  your  vamals,  kinsmen,  and  dependants,  you 
would  be  a  captive,  nay,  a  sentenced  captive,  should 
she  please  to  say  the  word.  Think  upon  Norfolk,  my 
tonL— upon  the  powerfiil  Northumberland,— the  solen- 
oid Westmoreland:  think  on  all  who  have  made  head 
■gainst  this  sage  Princess.     They  are  dead,  captive. 


or  fugitive.  This  is  not  like  other  thrones,  which  can 
be  overturned  by  combination  of  powerful  nobles ;  ths 
broad  fouiulations  which  support  it  are  in  the  extend- 
ed love  and  affections  of  the  people.  You  might 
share  it  with  Ehzabeth  if  you  womQ ;  out  neither  yours, 
nor  any  other  power,  foreign  or  domestic,  will  avail  to 
overthrow,  or  even  to  shake  it." 

He  paused,  and  Leicester  threw  his  tablets  from 
him  vrith  an  air  of  reckless  despite.  "  It  may  be  as 
thou  say'st,"  he  said ;  "  and,  m  sooth,  I  care  not 
whether  truth  or  cowardice  dictate  thy  forebodings. 
But  it  shall  not  be  said  I  fell  without  a  struggle.— Give 
ordere  that  those  of  my  retainere  who  served  under 
me  in  Ireland  be  gradually  drawn  into  the  main  Keep, 
and  let  our  gentlemen  and  friends  stand  on  their 
guard,  and  go  armed,  as  if  they  expected  an  onset  from 
me  folio  were  of  Sussex.  Possess  the  townspeople 
with  some  apprehension ;  let  them  take  arms,  and  be 
ready,  at  a  signal  given,  to  overpower  the  Pensioners 
and  Yeomen  of  the  Guard." 

"  Let  me  remind  you,  my  lord,"  said  Vamey,  with 
the  same  appearance  of  deep  and  melancholy  interesti 
y  that  you  have  given  me  onlere  to  prepare  fi>r  disarm- 
ing the  Queen's  guard.  It  is  an  act  of  hi^  treason, 
but  you  shall  nevertheless  be  obeyed." 

"  I  care  not,"  said  Leicester,  desperately ;— "  I  care 
not  Shame  is  behind  me.  RGin  before  me:  I  must  on.* 

Here  there  was  another  pause,  which  Vamey  at 
length  broke  with  the  following  words :  "  It  is  come 
to  the  point  I  have  long  dreaded.  I  must  either 
witness,  like  an  ungrateful  heast,  the  downfall  of  the 
best  and  kindest  of  mastera,  or  I  must  q>eak  what  I 
would  have  buried  in  the  deepest  obUvion,  or  told  by 
any  other  mouth  than  mine." 

^  What  is  that  thou  saysl,  or  wouldst  say  ?"  replied 
the  Earl ;  "we  have  no  time  to  waste  on  words,  when 
the  time  calls  us  to  action." 

"  My  speech  is  soon  made,  my  lord — would  to  God 
it  were  as  soon  answered !  Your  marriage  is  the  sole 
cause  of  the  threatened  breach  with  your  sovereign, 
my  brd,  is  it  not  ?" 

'*  Thou  knowest  it  is !"  replied  Leicester.  "  What 
needs  so  fruitless  a  question  7 

"  Pardon  me,  my  lord."  said  Vamey  j  "  the  use  lies 
here.  Men  will  wager  their  lands  and  hves  in  defence 
of  a  rich  diamond,  my  lord ;  but  were  it  not  firat  pru- 
dent to  look  if  there  is  no  flaw  in  it  ?" 

"  What  means  this?"  said  Leicester,  with  eyes 
sternly  fixed  on  his  dependant;  "  of  whom  dost  thou 
dare  to  speak  V 

"  It  is of  the  Countess  Amy,  my  lord,  of  whom 

I  am  unhappily  bound  to  speak ;  and  of  whom  I  will 
speak,  were  your  lordship  to  kill  me  for  my  zeal." 

"  Thou  may'st  happen  to  deserve  it  at  my  hand," 

id  the  Earl ;  *'  but  speak  on,  I  will  hear  thee." 

"  Nay,  then,  my  lord,  I  will  be  bold.  I  speak  fbr  my 
own  life  as  well  as  for  your  lordship's.  I  uke  not  th£i 
lady's  tampering  and  tricks tering  with  this  same  Ed- 
mund Tresisilian.  You  know  him,  my  lord.  You  know 
he  had  formerly  an  interest  in  her,  which  it  cost  your 
lordship  some  pains  to  supersede.  You  know  the 
eagemess  with  which  he  has  pressed  on  the  suit 
against  me  in  behalf  of  this  lady,  the  open  object  of 
which  is  to  drive  your  lordship  to  an  avowal  of  what 
I  must  ever  call  your  most  unhappy  marriafi^  the 
point  to  which  my  lady  also  is  willing,  at  any  nsk,  to 
urge  you." 

Leicester  smiled  constrainedly.  "Thou  meanest 
well,  good  Sir  Richard,  and  wouldst,  I  think,  sacrifioe 
thine  own  honour,  as  well  as  that  of  any  other  person, 
to  save  me  from  what  thou  think' st,  a  step  so  terrible. 
But,  remember,"— he  spoke  these  words  with  the 
most  stem  decision,—"  you  speak  of  the  Countess  of 
Leicester." 

"  I  do,  my  lord,"  said  Vamey ;  "  but  it  is  fbr  the 
welfare  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester.  My  tale  is  but  begun. 
I  do  most  strongly  believe  that  this  Tressilian  hai, 
from  the  beginning  of  his  moving  in  her  cause,  been  m 
connivance  with  her  ladyship  the  Countess. 

"  Thou  roeak'st  wild  madness,  Vamey,  with  the  so- 
ber face  of^a  preacher.  Where,  or  how,  could  they 
communicate  together  ?" 

"  My  lord,"  said  Vamey,  "  unfortunately  I  can  show 
that  but  to  well.     It  was  just  before  the  suppueatioii 


EENItWORTH. 


enud  to  lh«  ftueen,  ir 


thai  rmelhiin.ta  my  niter  ■■laniihEnenl.Rt  tbepos- 
Uia-gale.  wliidi  \fiaaa  liom  the  demcane  ■!  Cumnor- 

"  Thou  met'«l  htm,  yUIwd  1  »iid  why  dtdai  thoo  not 
■tiike  him  dead  1"  eiclsimed  Laculer. 

''l  drew  on  him,  my  lord,  ■nd  he  on  me :  and  had 
not  my  foot  Blippea,  he  would  doL  perhspe,  have  been 
■Hain  ■  Bliimbling-bloch  in  your  lonigntp'a  path. 

Lmcealer  Kerned  alrnck  dumb  with  aurpnae.  At 
lanfObtae  aniwered,  "What  otherevidence  haai  thou 
ofthia.  Vnrney,  save  thine  own  aaaerlion  7— for,  aa  I 
will  punish  dmply,  I  will  eiaraine  coolly  and  wanly. 
3ac^  Hearen  I  bui  no-I  wilt  eiamina  coldly  and 
warilv— coldlir  and  wanlv."    He  repealed  ihe«  words 


B  paraoKnir  in  lul  dumber— I  linb 

dreamed  that  paramour  waa" 

"Amy,  ihou  wouldal  eiy,"  anawsed  LoucMs; 

buiiiisEalBe,IalBeaalheaaiokeof  belli  AmfaioDD* 
„.ie  may  be— fickle  and  impatiant— 'Ua  a  womaa'a 
fault ;  but  felae  to  me !— aever,  never. — Hh  lauof 
iheOTDofof  thtal"  he  exclaimed  haalily. 

"CaiTol,  the  Deputy  ManhaL  uabered  herlbitbar 

by  her  own  dealre.  an  yealerday  aiteTDoao— Lan- 

boume  and  Ihe  Warder  both  found  tun  tbcn  M  >o 

■y  hour  ihia  monUng." 

Wbb  Treeeilian  therewith  berl"  aaid  Lckmis, 


iy  lord.    You  may  remember,"  anawand 
-'--I  he  wei  thai  nl^t  placed  with  Sir 
nl,  under  a  apedea  of  aireet." 
1,  or  the  other  fetlowB,  know  wbo  ri» 


eaapretendf 
'--■'-i  hi 

her  own  time  tell  it  to  yot 
ktiowB  wiih  what  unwillm 
miaea  againit  thoae  whan: 
yen.  I  am  no  make-bate  o 

"You  are  h  u  HOD  ready  turartii.e:  iuciii,iiu-.c.D.,t.i. 
Bichaid,"  replied  hie  patron.      "  How  Xnow'at  thou 
that  this  inienfiew  waa  not  in  all  honour,  aa  tbouht 
■aid  ?      Methinka  the  wife  of  the  Earl  of  Ldceai 
niisht  apeak  for  a  abort  lime  mth  auch  a|ietaon 
Treaailian,  without  Injory  to  me,  or  niapiciou  to  hi 

"'^ -, .."hod 

I  tho,   •       ■       ■      -  ■    ^  ■ 


"No,  ^^ 

"  Did  Cai 

w.»r'  dem 


Rlovea,* 

He  gave  the  glove,  which  batrthe  Bear  and  Kaf- 
sed  Stvff,  the  Karl'a  unpraaa,  embroidered  upm  il  a 
eeed-poina. 

"  I  do,  I  do  recogniae  it,"  aaid  Leicester.  "  lief 
were  my  own  gift.  The  fellow  of  ii  waa  on  the  am 
wRIch  ahe  threw  tbia  vay  day  around  my  neck  I" — 
He  spoke  thia  with  violent  aftitaikin. 

"  Your  lordahip,"  aaid  Vaniey,  "  mlpil  yat  ttrAm 
inquire  of  the  lady  haaelf,  reapectiog  the  mth  tl 

"  It  needa  not— it  needa  not,"  awd  the  loitnaj 
Earl:  "it  ia  written  in  charactera  of  buminB  Uxlit, 
aa  if  they  were  branded  on  my  very  eydialla  1  1  an- 
her  infamy— I  can  aee  nought  elaei  and. — gradooa 
Heaven !— for  thia  vile  woman  waa  I  about  to  cihb- 
mit  to  danger  the  Uvea  of  ao  many  noble  frienda— 
shake  the  joundalion  of  a  lawfo]  throDe-carry  iki 
Bword  and  larch  through  Ihe  boeom  of  a  peacrfri 
Innd— wrong  the  kind  mlatroa  who  nwdc  me  what 
am— and  would,  but  for  that  hell-&an>ed  marrjaM 
ive  made  me  all  (hat  man  can  be  t  All  thia  I  waa 
:ndy  to  do  for  a  woman,  who  irinheta  and  tiaflka 
iih  my  worst  foeal — Atid  thou,  villain,  why  didrt 
lou  not  apeak  aoonerT' 

"  My  lord,"  aaid  Vanunr,  "  a  leer  from  my  lady 

'ould  have  blotted  out  all  I  could  faav«  said.    Ba- 

aides,  I  had  not  these  proob  until  this  yenr  monnac 

when  Anthony  Foater^a  audden  arrival,  with  the  exk- 

minatlona  and  decUratmia,  which  ha  had  eiMntad 

he  innkeeper  OoaUiu,  and  othera,  explainad 

inner  ot  her  flif^i  from  Cumnor-Plaea,  lad 

n  reeearchea  diacovcrad  the  atepa  -mhA  ^ 


had  taken  here. 

"  Now,  may  God  he 
given  1  40  full  ao  aaiiafa 
amnninEnglar 


But   here  Ilea  the  rub — TreMRliL..  .__ 

the  place  without  ealabliahing  a  correapondenL.  

a  poor  man,  the  landlord  of  an  inn  in  Cumnor,  for  the 
puipoae  of  cartyins  off  the  lady.  He  aent  down  i 
amiasary  of  his,  whom  I  trust  soon  lo  hive  in  rigl 
■ure  keeping  midcr  Mervyn'e  Tower.  Kiiigrew  aL.. 
Lambabey  are  scouiing  ibe  country  in  queai  of  him. 
llie  host  la  rewarded  vriih  a  ring  for  keeping  counael 
—TOUT lordship  may  have  noted  iion  Treaaillan'Bhaod 
—here  it  Is.  ■Rub  fellow,  this  agent,  makea  his 
way  to  Ihe  Place  as  a  pedler,  holds  conference*  with 
the  lady,  and  they  make  their  eacape  togeihet  by  night 
— rob  a  poor  leUow  of  a  horse  hy  the  uray,  such  was 
ihoit  gulty  haale;  and  at  length  teach  this  Caatle, 
whenthaCounleaaof  Leioealet  finds  refuge— I  dare 
not  Bay  m  what  place." 

,  Speak,  I  command  thee,"  aaid  Leiceete 
while  I  retain  aente  enough  to  hear  thee." 

Since  It  mual  be  b<'  anawered  Vat..=y,  ..»; 
lady  raeortid  immediately  lo  the  apartment  of  Trea- 
aihan,  where  ahe  remained  many  houra,  partly  in 
company  with  him,  and  partly  alone.    I  told  yon 


aiaed  for  the  li^t  be  hM 

iry,  that  lha«  braatbaa  DM 

ind  wno  ahall  call  invproceadniirMh, 

_.  ..,, ._.,  unjuet.— And  yel,  Vamcy,  ao  yauaft 

so  fair,  so  tewnuig,  and  ao  Mael  Henee,  theo.  im 
hatred  to  thee,  my  trnaiy,  my  well-bidoved  attvam, 
because  you  withstood  her  plola,  and  endanscnd  b* 

"  I  never  gave  lier  any  other  cauae  of  dialika,  mf 
lord,"  replied  Vamey  i  "  but  ahe  knew  that  uncaaa- 
aelB  wall  diiectly  to  dimiiuah  her  influence  with  yiKt 
lordahip ;  and  that  I  waa,  and  have  been,  tnm  nttf 


iDTins  any  thing  i  bnt  lu  comforUd  hiinselr,  and  nib- 
duad  Bis  nlf-n|n«adiaii  with  the  rafleotioD,  ih*t  if 
ba  ■"""•'»*  npon  tha  Eaii  •onw  hmnnUate  sad  tran- 
Bloiy  pmn,  it  wu  in  Older  W  pare  hie  way  to  Ihe 
throne,  which,  won  (bin  nuniue  diiwlvcd  by  death  . 
or  oihercbe,  be  deemed  EliiaOBlh  would  wlHinKly ,  t 
•hare  wilb  nil  ben ehc tor.  Ha  ihereibre  pereeverad  i  t 
"~  ■"■    diBboLeal  policy;  and.  after  o  momenl'sconBi- 1  i 


here — they  are  rather  tc 


voyage. 

VVhil^anfey 
and  puliiog  ther 


But  these  lell-toje  • 


dentian,  enawered  iiie 
■  mdincfaoly  look. 


which  iastanlly  communicated  iuelf  to  the  et 


II  rather  have  fled  to  berlather'ah  -. . 

ongh  that,  indeed,  might  have  inteiAred  with  her 
sire  to  be  aclmowledged  «■  Counlee*  of  Leices- 


iployed  in  Hetherin| 

f:ked,  he  «•«  thedi 

I  cloKt  open,  the  tapestry  pushed  i 
■I'b  face  ihniet  oat,  but  with  eyes  so 
i  cheeka  bo  bleodlflss  and  psle,  that 


Iter  r^KBted  twice,  withotii  Bpealun 

It  Varoey  began  to  doubt  wbetuer  bis 

not  actually  uTecLed  byhia  mental  agony- 
time,  however,  he  beuooed,  and  Vamey  r 


[^ue.  InuL  Hue !"  exclaimed  Leicester,  iiis  Irao- 
.  gleam  of  hope  givine  way  to  the  utmtwt  bitter- 
of  feeling'  and  axpreesoa  i  '*  thou  art  not  fit  to 
>m  a  woman's  depth  of  wit,  Varney.  I  see  it  all. 
would  not  quit  Ihe  estate  and  title  of  the  witiol 
had  wedded  her.    Ay,  atidifiDtnymadneesIhad 

jed  into  rehellion.  or  if  Ihe  angty  Queen  had  taken 

aiy  head,  aa  she  thia  motniog  threatened,  Ihe  wealthy 
dower  which  law  would  have  aeeioned  to  Ihe  Coun- 
"  •  ■     '  •  on  no  bad  windfeil 


M  Dowager  of  Letceeier,  hnd  bi 


to  Ihe  boggarly  Trenihon, 
in  to  danger,  tt'---'-  — 
Dfltably  lo  her. 


.  her  bkiod  1" 

Hy  lord."  replied  Vamey.  " 
■— ika  fonh  in  the  » 


oiberwise  than 


sell;  and  went  lo  attend  his  ro 

CHAfTER  XXXTII, 

dMaeail  tha  nirth,  fcr^Bw  leed  i 

It  was  afterwards  ramembered,  that  < 
banqueta  and  lerels  which  occupied  the  re 
this  eventful  day.  the  btaring  of  Laeeslsr  ■ 


disIieBB  breaks  A 

haa  dishonoured  me — tuii,  nuu,!!  imis  iniuuerm  hid 
— all  lies  are  burst  between  us.  8he  ahaLi  die  iha 
death  of  a  traitress  and  adultereas,  well  merited  both 
by  the  Iswsof  Ood  and  man  I  And— what  is  this  cas- 
ket," he  said,  '"which  was  even  now  thrust  into  my 
hand  by  a  boy,  with  the  desire  I  would  convey  it  to 
TresnUan.  as  he  could  not  give  it  to  the  Countess  1 
By  Heaven !  the  words  surprised  me  as  he  spoke 
them,  though  olher  malteta  chased  tbsm  from  my 
brain ;  but  now  they  return  with  double  forcc.~I  t  is 
bar  casket  of  jewds  I— l^orce  it  opaD.  Vamey  i  foree 
tha  hiagea  open  with  thy  poniard. 

"  She  refiisad  the  ud  of  mv  dagger  once,"  ihaofrtil 
VaiDsy,  as  he  tmshssthed  the  weapon.  "  to  cut  the 
■Ding  which  bound  a  letter,  but  now  it  ahall  wotk  a 
DtN^tisr  ministry  in  her  fortunes." 

with  this  reflecti'in,  by  using  Ihe  three-cornered 
aliletta-Uttle  ss  a  wedse.  he  forced  open  the  slendei 
^ver  hmges  of  the  casket.  The  Barl  do  sooner  Ban 
iham  give  way.  than  he  snst>:hed  Ihe  casket  from  Su- 
Rkhud's  hand,  wrenohed  off  the  cover,  and  tearing 
-It  lbs  vlsndid  content^  Oimg  Ihem "—  " 

■ ■  -' ,  while  ho  eagerl] 

,  whidi  should  mi 

nilt  of  his  innocent  CountcH  yet  more  ^ipucnt. 
fRksn  stamping  fiirionaly  on  the  geraa,  he  exclaimed, 
"  Tlus  I  annihilate  the  rnvserable  toys  for  which  the  - 
hast  sold  thvself,  body  and  sool.  conngned  thyself  l. 
an  early  and  Umelese  death,  and  me  lo  misery  and 
tssnotse  for  ever  I— Tell  me  nol  of  forgiveneas.  Yat- 
ne;— She  is  dtnmed  I" 

._.    _, .L|j  ijijijj  ^ 

Vamey  looked  after  bim,  while  somsihing 
mors  human  feeUng  sesmed  laconleDdwilh  his  I 

tnal  sneer.    "  I  em  soirv  for  his  weaknos,"  he , 

"  bill  love  has  nude  him  a  child.  He  throwa  ilown 
BDd  traads  on  these  oostly  toys— wilh  the  ssme  vebe- 
~ »  would  he  dash  to  places  this  (railsst  toy  of  all. 


tiw  mU  bs  forgotten  when  its  obji 
Wsll,  be  has  no  aye  to  -value  things 


sign 

I.   Wh 

n  'he  entered,  he  soot)  foutid  hi 

penu 

ibalion 

fellnt 

•BOfpl 

with 

variou 

hour 

in  clo> 

hS^I^-Jl. 

-ind  revels,  allhough  he  well 
them  up  and  present  ihcin,  I 

I'sSfL' 


imon  pleasure. 


-,, 3r  the  moment  i 

jf  haht-heaned  gayety,  whii 

a  match  for  the  livaliesL  Those 
upon  him  as  a  man  given  up  to  g 
'litiouB  puTBuila,  a  bitler  sneerer  ■ 
ns  at  the  enense  of  those,  who, 
nd  it,  were  disposed  to  snatch  al 
reeenls,  now  perceived  with  sati 
lit  could  carry  as  smooth  an  ed( 
Isugh  be  as  lively,  snd  his  brow  a: 
rbat  art  of  damnable  hypocrisy 
veil  of  gayetr  over  the  blat:k  ihoui 
rst  of  human  bosoma,  nmst  rema 
ait  but  hie  eompeetst  if  any  audi 
IS  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  pt 

Hainily  dedicated  b 

.  ~  . ...,  .. I  afpnipoeea. 

..  ..'as  enliiely  different  with  Leicester. 
hsbilualed  his  mind  uauslly  was  to  play  A 
good  courtier,  end  appear  gay,  asBduoui 
from  all  care  but  that  of  enhancing  the  pies 
moment,  while  his  boeom  internally  ihn 
the  pangs  of  unealiBfled  ambition,  jeatoi 
seniment,  his  hesrt  had  now  b  yet  moi 

oi  auppremed  s  and  you  migtal  nnul  in  his 
and  troubled  brow,  that  bis  thoughts  were 
ftom  the  soenes  in  which  he  was  compelli 
to  play  a  part  He  looked,  moved,  aiid  ; 
by  a  aucocssion  of  continued  efions  i  and 
aa  if  his  will  hod  in  some  degree  lost  ihe'p 
of  command  over  the  scute  mmd  and  goo 
wluch  it  waa  the  regent.    His  actiona  an 


snei^iy  lo  the  very  w 


aa  they  deaerve.  1  tion. 


ad  of  appeamut  the 
saarasd,  like  uioae  i 


after  all,  it  wM  only  bv  an  effort  of  coatinued  it 
Mil  [hai  he  oompleted  a  nnlsDce  without  foigei 
boib  the  one  and  the  other. 

The  aiiigiilu  .oflecta  which  theae  distractions,  of 
loiad  produced  upon  the  behaviour  and  converuLUon 
of  the  moat  accotnpliahol  couniBr  of  Engluid,  as 
ther  were  viable  to  the  loweai  and  dolleet  mei — 
who  appniacbed  his  paaon,  could  iwi  escape  the . 
lioe  of  the  most  intelliKBni  princcH  of  the  age.  I.,. 
M  then  (he  lessl  doubl,  Ihsl  the  •llemale  neahgence 
iod  DTHculanlv  of  his  manner,  would  have  called 
jown  Euiabein'e  severe  diapleasuie  on  the  Eirl  of 
LcacBater,  had  it  not  occurred  to  hei  (o  account  for 
It  by  agMosing  that  the  opprehennan  of  that  dis- 
lileeinie  vrtncb  she  had  expressed  lowsrda  hint  with 
neh  TtvaetiT  ibal  very  laoining,  was  dwelUtis  upon 
Ihe  spirits  of  twrflvaarite,  and  vile  of  hieenorts  to 
die  eoatraiT,  dintacled  (he  usual  graceful  (enor  of  his 
misD,  and  the  charms  of  ' '  "" 

(his  Kisa,  so  Batleniia  lo  f^ 
._-__! uij^  oTher  - 


dicle  aianm)  observed  with  sstoniriimenl,  ihat,  in 
MSad  ofrsaanling  his  rqieated  oealiseDce,  and  wan 
of  eren  OTdinarratlenlion,  (althoddi  (heie  were  pointi 
an  which  she  was  usuaUr  szlremdit  punciihous,)  thi 
ftossn  sought,  on  (he  contrsn',  (o  afford  him  timi 
and  means  to  tecollect  himKlf;  end  ddgnsd  lo  bsbib 
him  in  dmng  eo,  with  sa  indulgence  which  seema 
■KogetherinconKStent  with  her  u™«I  character,  1 
was  deui  however,  ihat  thja  could  not  last  muct 
lonMT,  and  that  Elizabeth  must  finally  put  anothe: 

leoua  conduct,  when  (he  E^rl  wai  lummoned  b] 
VtatiBTto  ^eaJi  with  him  in  n  diilerent  upurtmeni. 
'"--  having  had  the  message  twice  debvered  u 
..  roasi  and  was  aboui  (o  withdraw,  ai  it  were. 
itiiict— then  stopped   and   turning  round,  en- 
1  permission  of  the  UuCen  to  absent  himself  for 


After 
trsaisdpermissu>n< 


•  btief  vace  npon  mstters  ofpresaiiiB  impor(ance. 

"Oo,  my  I<nd,"  aaid  the  Ouhd;^' we  are  awa:.. 
onr  presence  rouat  occaauin  sudden  and  unexpected 
occurrences,  which  reijuire  (o  be  provided  for  " "  "■" " 
iiutanl.  Yet,  my  lord,  as  you  would  have  us 
onrseif  r<HU  wdcomeand  honouiiedKUBai,  we  entreat 
you  to  think  lesa  of  our  good  cheer,  and  favour  ui 
with  more  of  your  Rood  countenance,  than  we  have 

tdav  enjoyed :  for,  whether  prince  or  peoeant  be 
Kueat,  the  welcome  of  the  host  wUl  nlwsya  be  the 
batter  part  of  the  entertain  men       "  ... 

we  trust  lo  see  you  return  with 
■nd  thoae  free  thoughts  which 
M  thediapoaol  of  your  friends." 

Laceater  only  bowed  low  in  answer  to  ihii  rebuke, 

end  leihed.    At  the  door  of  the  apartment  he  waa 

i(  by  Taraey,  who  eagerly  drew  him  apart,  sod 

.: '--ibis  ear,  "AHisweU!" 

sleraaeenheil"  said  the  Eail. 

„_,  my  lord  I  and  as  she  would  ik 

■wer  his  queiiea  nor  sltese  an*  imtson  for  her  refli- 
■■I,  he  will  oive  full  testimony  that  she  labours  under 
■  mental  disordtr,  and  mav  be  best  comn:-'"-'  ■-  •'-- 
ehsrgs  of  ber  friends,  lie  opportunity 
' —  "tt  remove  ber  as  we  proposed. 


whwered  in 


"  He  mil  not  know  of  her  depaitu 
nlied  Tamey  i  "  it  ahall  take  plat 
IDK  and ' "— "  ' 


'ered  Leicealer; 


*No,by  my  soul,"  ana 
take  vengeance  on  him  wii 

"  v™.  >^y  lord,  and  on  so  inconioderable  a  man  a 
—No,  my  lord,  he  hath  long  wished  i 
I  parts.  Trust  him  to  me— 1  will  lake  cai 


"  Not  so,  by  Hesven,  Vsmay ! 
caster. — "  Inconsiderable  do  you  c 
hath  bad  powo  lo  woimd  me  so  deeply,  that  my 
whole  aAar  life  must  be  one  scene  of  remorse  and 
Dnaacyl— No  i  ralher  than  forego  the  li^l  of  doing 


imed  Lei- 

lo  you  call  an  enemy,  thsi 
d  me  so  deeply,  thi 


Vamey  saw  with  great  slsrm  that  hbi  lanl  was 
wrought  up  to  auch  a  pilch  of  agitation,  that  if  be 
gave  not  way  to  him,  he  was  pertecily  capable  of 
adopiina  the  desperate  resolution  which  be  Dad  an- 
nounced, and  wliich  waa  instant  ruin  to  all  the 
schemes  of  ambition  which  Vamey  had  fonned  fer 
hi — ^d  for  himself.      But  the  Eari'a  taga 


at  made  a  bold  and  suoceasAil  eSbrt  to 
ob  sleiy  of  him  even  In  ibia  hour  of  amo- 

tic  <rd.    he  said,  leading  him  lo  a  mimir. 

'  re6ection  in  that  i^aaa,  and  think  if 
th        _  features  belong  to  one  who,  in  a  coD- 

diiion  so  eitreme^  is  cs{Mible  <u  (arming  a  laaointioa 

"  What,  then,  wouldst  thou  meJie  me1"  said  L«i- 
cesier,  sinick  st  the  change  in  bis  own  pfayaiagnomy, 
though  offended  at  the  needom  with  which  VaiDCT 
made  the  i^ipeel.  "  Am  I  to  be  thy  ward,  thyvaaiia( 
— ihe  properly  and  subject  of  my  servant?" 

"  No,  my  lord,"  said  Vamey,  firmly,  "  but  be  mas- 
ter of  votvse1£  snd  of  your  own  pssaiDn.  Hy  kntl,  I, 
your  bom  servant,  am   shamed  to  see  how  poottir 

Ku  bear  yourself  in  the  storm  (rf  liity.    Oo  to  Eliaa- 
ih'a  feet,  confess  your  msiriage— impeach  your  wifc 
— 1  1 r  -J||tery— and  ■ " 


amongai  eU  your  peers,  the  wittol  who  martied  a 
country  girl,  and  waa  coiened  by  her  and  her  book- 
learned  ^llani.—Go,  my  lord— but  first  talu  fai»- 

....iT  -i-n.-i — IT- .._.!.  jD^p  benefiis  yonewB 

the  noble,  the  lofty,  th« 
was  mon  proud  01  da- 


.  —  of  Richard  V 
conferred  on  him. 
high-minded  hoc 

pending  on  him,  iiiiijj  nv  wuuiu  uv  ui  cummaiiainff 
thousands.  But  tbs  abject  loni  who  stoops  to  stay 
adverse  circumstance,  whose  judicious  resolvea  siw 
Bcatiered  like  ehaffbeforeevarwiDdofpaesion.  bini 
Richard  Vamey  serves  not.    He  is  as  much  abova 

Vamey  tpoke  thus  without  hypocrisy,  £oT,  tbotigh 
the  firmncHs  of  mind  which  be  boasted  wsa  hardneas 

whicTU  v^n't^l  while  A^  ii^teies'i  w^^be  ^ 
tually  felt  in  the  fortunes  of  Ldcester.  gave  "ntwial 
.mn.'w,n  ,„  hi.  „,ire  and  manner. 

overpowered  by  h 


reapectlully  grasped  \i 


le— Whai  wouldst  thou  hav 

my  noble    mneter,"    aaid  Vamey, 
rl'ji  hsnd  wiih  his  lipe,  iftor  having 

.. — _..  ,/hich  wredt  i^riqr 

de.  Are  you  the  first  who  hss  been  coianed  in 
1  The  Drat  whom  a  vain  and  Ucentioua  woman 
—  cheated  inio  an  affection,  which  ahe  haa  after- 
wsrda  scorned  and  misused?  And  will  you  SDflet 
•ouraetf  to  be  driven  fiantic.  because  yon  have  not 
been  wiser  thair  the  wisest  men  wtiom  tbs  world  haa 
e«n  1    Let  her  be  as  if  she  hsd  not  been— let  ber 

EBBS  from  your  memory,  as  unworthy  of  eva-  having 
eld  a  place  there.  Let  TOur  strong  rcaoh>e  of  thia 
noming,  which  1  have  both  couran  laal,  and  meana 
mough  to  eiecut^  be  like  Ibe  fiat  (M  a  superior  being, 
I  naaaionleaa  act  of  justice.  She  hath  dcaerved  drain 

While  he  was  speakmg,  the  Earl  held  hia  hand 
est,  compressed  his  lips  hsnl,  and  frowned,  aa  if  be 
aboured  to  catch  from  Vamey  a  portion  of  the  cold, 
nihless,  and  diepaaaionate  firmneaa  which  be  i>- 
«mmended.  When  be  waa  nlent,  the  Earl  still 
«niinued  to  grasp  his  hand,  until,  with  an  effim  at 
Jslm  decision,  he  was  able  to  atliculale,  "  Be  il  ao— 
ahe  dies  I — But  one  (earmigh(  be  pennil(ed." 

"  Nol  one,  luy  loid,"  interrupted  Vamey,  who  aaw 
by  the  iiuivcnng  aye  and  convulsed  chssk  of  his 
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)ttron,  that  he  was  abont  to  tgrm  way  to  a  bunt  of 
wnotioii,— "  Not  a  tear—the  time  permits  it  not— 
rresiflian  must  be  thought  of" 

**  That  indeed  is  a  name,"  said  the  Earl,  "  to  con- 
srt  tears  into  blood.  Vamejr,  I  have  thought  on 
his,  and  I  have  determined— neither  entreaty  nor 
irgument  shall  move  me— Tressilian  shall  be  my 
)wn  victim." 

"It  is  madness,  my  lord ;  but  you  are  too  mighty 
or  me  to  bar  your  way  to  your  revenge.  Yet  re- 
lolve  at  least  to  choose  fitting  time  and  opportunity, 
md  to  forbear  him  until  those  shall  be  found." 

*'Thou  shalt  order  me  in  what  thou  wilt,"  said 
Leicester,  "  only  thwart  me  not  in  this." 

"Then,  my  lord,**  said  Vamey,  "I  first  request  of 
fpu  to  lay  aside  the  wild,  suspected,  and  half-fren- 
oed  demeanour,  which  hath  this  dav  drawn  the  eyes 
)f  all  the  court,  imon  you ;  and  which,  but  for  the 
Queen's  partial  indulgence  which  she  hath  extended 
towards  you  in  a  degree  nur  beyond  her  nature,  she 
iad  never  ghrea  you  the  opportunity  to  atone  for. 

"  Have  I  indeed  been  so  negligent  1"  said  Leices- 
ter, as  one  who  awakes  from  a  dream ;  "I  thou^t 
[  had  coloured  it  well ;  but  fear  nothing,  my  mind  is 
now  eased— I  am  calm.  My  horoscope  shall  be  fiil- 
!lied :  and  that  it  may  be  fulfilled,  I  will  tax  to  the 
lighest  every  faculty  of  my  mind.  Fear  me  not,  I 
My— I  will  to  the  ^ueen  mstantly— not  thine  own 
looks  and  language  shall  be  more  unpenetrable  than 
mine.— Hast  thou  aught  else  to  say  ?" 

"I  must  crave  your  signet-iing,"  sakl  Vamey, 
pavely,  "  in  token  to  those  of  your  servants  whom 
[  must  empby.  that  I  possess  your  fiill  authority  in 
commanding  their  aid." 

Leicester  drew  ofii*  the  signet-ring,  which  he  oom- 
DDonly  used,  and  gave  it  to  Varney  with  a  haggard 
tod  stem  exiH^esaion  of  countenance,  adding  only, 
in  a  low,  half-whispered  tone,  but  with  terrinc  em- 
phasis, the  wordfl^  '^  What  thou  dost,  do  quickly." 

Some  anxiety  and  wonder  took  place,  meanwhile, 
in  the  presence-hall,  at  the  prolonged  absence  of  the 
noble  Lord  of  the  Castle,  and  great  was  the  delight 
of  his  friends,  when  thev  saw  him  enter  as  a  man, 
from  whose  bosom,  to  all  human  seeming,  a  weight 
of  care  had  been  just  removed.  Amply  did  Leicester 
that  day  redeem  the  pledge  he  had  given  to  Vamey, 
who  soon  saw  himself  no  longer  under  the  necessity 
(tf  maintainmg  a  character  so  difierent  from  his  own, 
18  that  which  he  had  assumed  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  dav,  and  gradually  relapsed  into  the  same  grave, 
urewa,  caustic  observer  of  conversation  and  ind- 
dent^  which  constituted  his  usual  part  in  society. 

With  Elizabeth,  Leicester  played  his  game  as  one, 
to  whom  her  natural  strength  of  talent,  and  her 
weakness  in  one  or  two  particular  points,  were  well 
known.  He  was  too  waiy  to  exchange  on  a  sudden 
the  sullen  personage  which  he  had  played  before  he 
retired  with  Varaey;  but,  on  approaching  her,  it 
leemed  softened  into  a  melancholy,  which  had  a 
touch  of  tenderness  in  it,  and  which,  in  the  course 
ctf  conversing  with  Elntabeth,  and  as  she  dropped  in 
comoaasion  one  mark  of  favour  Bfter  another  to  con- 
sole him,  passed  into  a  flow  of  afiectionate  gallantry, 
the  most  assiduous,  the  most  delicate,  the  most  in- 
■nuating,  yet  at  the  same  time  the  most  respectful, 
with  which  a  Queen  was  ever  addressed  by  a  subject. 
Elizabeth  listened,  as  in  a  sort  of  enchantment ;  her 
IMlonsy  of  power  wss  lulled  asleep ;  her  resolution 
to  forsake  all  social  or  domestic  ties,  and. dedicate 
herself  exdusivdy  to  the  care  of  her  people,  began 
to  be  shaken,  and  once  more  the  star  of  Dudley 
ctuniioated  in  the  court-horizon. 

But  Leicester  did  not  enjoy  this  triumph  over  na- 
ture, and  ovOT  consdence.  without  its  being  embit- 
tered to  him,  not  only  by  the  internal  rebellion  of  his 
teeliogs  against  the  violence  which  he  exercised  over 
them,  but  by  many  accidental  drcumstances,  which, 
tn  the  course  of  the  banquet,  and  during  the  subse- 
quent amusements  of  the  evening,  jarred  upon  that 
i^^nrsi  the  least  vibration  of  which  was  agony. 

The  courtiers  were,  for  example,  in  the  great  hall, 
ifier  having  left  the  baoqueting-room.  awaiting  the 
appearance  of  a  splendidf  masque,  which  was  the 
•zpocted  entertainment  of  this  evening,  when  the 


Queen  interrupted  a  wikl  career  of  wit,  which  the 
Earl  of  Leicester  was  runnina  against  Lord  Wil- 
lou^by.  Raleigh,  and  some  other  courtiers,  by  say- 
ings" We  will  impeach  you  of  high  treasoni  mv 
lord,  if  you  proceed  in  this  attempt  to  slay  us  with 
laughter.  And  here  comes  a  thing  may  make  us  all 
grave  at  his  pleasure,  our  learned  physician  MasterSi 
with  news  belike  of  our  poor  suppuant,  Lady  Var- 
ney—nay,  my  lord,  we  will  not  have  vou  leave  us, 
for  this  being  a  dispute  betwixt  married  persons,  we 
do  not  hold  our  own  experience  de^  enou£^  to  de- 
dde  thereon,  without  sood  counsel.— How  now, 
Masters,  what  think' st  thou  of  the  runaway  biideT' 

The  smile  with  which  Ldcester  had  been  speak- 
ing, when  the  Queen  interrapted  him,  remained 
arrested  on  his  lips,  as  if  it  had  been  carved  there  by 
the  chisel  o(  Michael  Angelo,  or  of  Chantrey :  and 
he  listened  to  the  q>eech  of  the  physician  with  the 
same  immoveable  cast  of  countenance. 

*'  The  Lady  Vamey,  gradous  SoVerdgn,"  said  the 
court  physician  Masters,  *'  is  sullen,  and  would  hold 
little  conference  with  me  touching  the  state  of  her 
health,  talking  wildly  of  being  soon  to  plead  her  own 
cause  before  your  own  presence,  and  of  answering 
no  meaner  person's  inquiries." 

"Now,  the  heavens  forefendt"  said  the  Queen t 
"  we  have  already  suffered  from  the  misconstmctions 
and  broils  which  seem  to  follow  this  poor  brain-sick 
lady  wherever  she  comes.- Think  you  not  so,  my 
lord  7"  she  added,  appealing  to  Ldcester,  with  some- 
thing in  her  look  that  indicated  regret,  even  tenderly 
expressed,  for  their  disagreement  of  that  morning. 
Leicester  compelled  hiniself  to  bow  low.  The  ut- 
most force  he  (xmld  exert  was  inadequate  to  the 
farther  effort  of  expressing  in  words  his  acquiescence 
in  the  Queen's  sentiment. 

"You  are  vindictive,"  she  sakl,  "my  lord;  but  we 
will  find  time  and  place  to  punish  you.  But  once 
more  to  this  same  trouble-mirth,  this  Lady  Varney-^ 
What  of  her  health.  Masters?" 

"  She  is  sullen,  madam,  as  I  already  saki,'*  replied 
Masters,  "  and  refuses  to  answer  interrogatories,  or 
be  amenable  to  the  authority  of  the  mediciner..  I 
conceive  her  to  be  possessed  with  a  delirium,  which 
I  incline  to  term  rather  hypochondria  than  phrene' 
#m;  and  I  think  ehe  were  best  cared  for  by  her 
husband  in  his  own  hous^  and  removed  from  aU 
this  bustle  of  pageants,  which  disturbs  her  weak 
brain  with  the  most  fantastic  phantoms.  She  drops 
hints  as  if  she  were  some  great  person  in  disguise- 
some  Countess  or  Princess  perchance.  Qoa  help 
them,  such  are  often  the  halluanations  of  these  infirm 
persons!" 

"Nay,  then,"  said  the  Queen,  "away  with  her 
with  all  speed.  Let  Vamey  care  for  her  with  fitting 
humanity ;  but  let  them  rid  the  Castle  of  her  forth- 
with. She  will  think  herself  lady  of  alL  I  warrant 
you.  It  is  pity  so  fair  a  form,  however,  should  have 
an  infirm  underetanding.— What  think  you,  my  lord  7" 

"It  is  pity  indeed,"  said  the  Elarl,  repeating  the 
words  like  a  task  which  was  set  him. 

"  But,  perhaps,"  saki  EUizabeth,  "  you  do  not  Join 
with  us  in  our  opinion  of  her  beauty ;  and  indeed  we 
have  known  men  prefer  a  statelier  and  more  Juno- 
like form,  to  that  drooping  fragile  one,  that  hung  its 
head  like  a  broken  luy.  Ay,  men  are  tyranta,  my 
lord,  who  esteem  the  animation  of  the  strife  above 
the  triumph  of  an  unresisting  conquest,  and,  like 
sturdy  champfons,  love  best  those  women  who  can 
wage  contest  with  them.— I  could  think  with  you, 
Rutland,  that,  mve  my  Lord  of  Lek^ester  such  a 
piece  oU  paintea  Y^ax  for  a  bride,  he  would  have 
wished  her  dead  ere  the  end  of  the  honey-moon." 

As  she  sakl  this,  she  looked  on  Ldcester  so  ez- 
presdvely,  that,  while  his  heart  revolted  against  the 
egregious  falsehood,  he  dul  himself  so  much  violence 
as  to  reply  in  a  whisper,  that  Ldcester's  love  was 
more  lowly  than  her  Majeety  deemed,  since  it  was 
settled  where  he  could  never  command,  but  must 
ever  obey. 

The  Queen  blushed,  and  bid  him  be  silent ;  yet 
looked  as  if  she  expected  that  he  would  not  obey  her 
commands.  But  at  that  moment  the  flourish  of 
trumpets  and  kettle-drums  from  a  high  balcony 
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which  orerlookdd  the  hall,  announced  the  entrance 
of  the  maeqaers.  and  relicred  Leicester  from  the 
horrible  state  or  constraint  and  dissimulation  in 
which  the  result  of  his  own  duplicity  had  placed 
him. 

The  masque  whidi  entered  consisted  of  four  sei^- 
rate  bands,  which  followed  each  other  at  brief  m* 
tervals,  each  consisting  of  six  principal  persons 
and  as  many  torch -bearers,  and  each  representing 
one  of  the  various  nations  b^  which  En^and  had  at 
di0erait  times  been  occupied. 

The  aboriginal  Britons,  who  first  entered,  were 
ushered  in  by  two  ancient  Druids,  whose  hoary  hair 
was  crowned  with  a  chmplet  of  oak,  and  who  bore 
in  their  hands  branches  oi  mistletoe.  The  masquers 
who  followed  these  venerable  figures  were  succeisded 
by  two  Banis,  arrayed  in  white,  and  bearing  harps, 
which  tiiey  occasionally  touched,  singing  at  the 
•ame  time  certain  stanzas  of  an  ancient  hymn  to 
Behis,  or  the  Sun.  The  aboriginal  Britons  had  been 
selected  from  amongst  the  tallest  and  most  robust 
3roung  gentlemen  in  attendance  on  the  court.  Their 
masks  were  accommodated  with  long  ahtiggy  beards 
and  hair;  their  vestments  were  of  the  hides  of 
wolves  and  bears ;  while  their  l^ps,  arms,  and  the 
upper  parts  of  their  bodies,  being  sheathed  in  flesh- 
eoloured  silk,  on  which  were  traced  in  grotesque 
lines  representations  of  the  heavenly  bodieit  and  of 
animals  and  other  terrestrial  objects,  gave  them  the 
fivdv  i^pearance  of  our  painted  ancestors,  whose 
freedom  was  first  trenched  upon  by  the  Romans. 

The  sons  of  Rome,  who  came  to  civilize  as  well  as 
to  conquer,  were  next  produced  before  ^e  princely 
assembly;  and  the  manager  of  the  revels  had  cor- 
rectly imitated  the  high  crest  and  military  habits  of 
that  celebrated  people,  accommodating  them  with 
the  lieht  yet  strong  buckler,  and  the  short  two-edged 
sworo,  the  use  of  which  had  made  them  victors  of 
the  world.  The  Roman  eagles  were  borne  before 
them  by  two  standard-bearers,  who  recited  a  hymn 
to  Mars,  and  the  clasmcal  warriors  followed  with 
the  grave  and  haughty  step  of  men  who  aspbed  at 
universal  conquest. 

The  third  quadrille  represented  the  Saxons,  clad  in 
the  bearskins  which  they  had  brought  with  them 
from  the  German  forests,  and  bearing  in  their  hands 
the  redoubtable  battle-axes  which  made  such  havoc 
among  the  natives  of  Britain.  They  were  preceded 
by  two  Scalds,  wko  chanted  the  praises  of  Odin. 

Last  came  the  knightlv  Normans,  in  their  mail- 
■hirts  and  hoods  of  steel,  with  all  the  panoply  of 
cfaivaliy,  and  marshalled  by  two  Minstrels,  who 
sung  of  war  and  ladies'  love. 

These  four  bands  entered  the  spacious  hall  with 
the  utmost  order,  a  short  pause  being  made,  that 
the  spectators  mispt  satisfy  their  curiosity  as  to  eac^ 

Sadrille  before  the  appearance  of  the  next.  They 
en  marched  completelv  round  the  hall,  in  order 
the  more  fully  to  display  themselves,  regulating  th^ 
steps  to  organs,  shalms,  hautboys,  and  virginals,  the 
music  of  the  Lord  Leicester's  household.  At  length 
the  four  quadrilles  of  masquers,  ran^g  their  torch- 
bearers  behind  them,  drew  up  in  their  several  ranks, 
on  the  two  opposite  sides  of  the  hall,  so  that  the  Ro* 
mans  confronting  the  Britons,  and  the  Saxons  the 
Normans,  seemed  to  look  on  each  other  with  eyes  of 
wonder,  which  presently  appeared  to  kindle  into 
anger,  expressed  by  menacing  gestures.  At  the  burst 
of  a  strain  of  martial  music  m>m  the  gallery,  the 
masquers  drew  their  swords  on  all  sides,  ana  ad- 
vanced against  each  other  in  the  measured  st^s  of  a 
sort  of  Pyrrhic  or  military  dance,  clashing  their 
swords  against  their  adversaries*  shields,  and  clatter- 
ing them  against  their  blades  as  they  passed  each 
other  in  the  pro«n^s  of  the  dance.  It  was  a  very 
pleasant  spectacle  to  see  how  the  various  bands  pre- 
serving regularity  amid  motions  which  seemed  to  be 
totally  irregular,  mixed  together,  and  then  disenga- 
gmg  themselves,  resumed^ each  their  own  original 
rank  as  the  music  varied. 

In  this  symbolical  dance  were  represented  the  con- 
flicts which  had  taken  place  among  the  various 
napons  wiuch  had  anciently  inhabited  Britain. 

At  length,  after  many  mazy  evolutions,  whidi 


afibrded  great  pleasure  to  the  spectatonL  the  sonnd 
of  a  louo-voiced  crumpet  was  heard,  as  if  it  blew  for 
instant  battle,  or  for  victory  won.  The  masquers 
instantly  ceased  their  mimic  strife,  and  collecting 
themsdives  under  their  original  leaders,  orpiveenten, 
for  Euch  was  the  impropriate  phrase,  seemed  to  share 
the  anxious  expectation  which  the  spectators  e:q>e- 
rienced  concerning  what  was  next  to  appear. 

The  doors  of  the  hall  were  throMm  wide,  and  no 
less  a  person  entered  than  the  fiend-bom  Merlin, 
dressed  in  a  strange  and  mystical  attire,  suited  to  his 
ambigiious  birth  and  magical  power.  About  him  and 
behind  him  fluttered  or  gambolled  many  extraordi- 
nary forms,  intended  to  represent  the  spirits  wiio 
waited  to  do  his  powerful  bidding ;  and  so  much  did 
this  part  of  the  pageant  interest  the  menials  and 
others  of  the  lower  class  then  in  the  Castle,  that 
many  of  them  foigot  even  the 'reverence  due  to  ths 
Queen's  presence,  so  far  as  to  thrust  themselveB  into 
the  lower  part  of  the  halL 

,  The  Earl  of  Leicester,  seeiin  his  officers  had  some 
difficulty  to  repel  these  intruders,  without  more  dis- 
turbance than  was  fitting  where  the  Queen  was  in 
presence,  arose  and  went  himself  to  the  bottom  of 
the  hall;  Elizabeth,  at  the  same  time,  with  her  usual 
feeling  for  the  common  peo^loi  reciuesting  that  they 
might  be  permitted  to  remain  undisturbed  to  witness 
the  pagjBtnt.  Leicester  went  under  this  pretext ;  but 
his  real  motive  was  to  gain  a  moment  to  himsdfl 
and  to  relieve  his  mind,  were  it  but  for  one  instant, 
from  the  dreadful  task  of  hiding,  under  the  guise  m 
gayety,  and  gallantry,  the  laoeranng  pangs  oi  i^ame, 
anger,  remorse,  and  thirst  for  vengeance.  He  im- 
posed silence  by  his  look  and  sign  upon  the  vulgar 
crowd,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  apartment ;  but,  m- 
stead  of  instantly  returning  to  wait  on  her  M^jetftv, 
he  wrapped  his  cloak  around  him,  and  mixing  with 
the  crowd,  stood  in  some  degree  an  undistinguished 
spectator  of  the  progress  of  the  masque. 

Merlin  having  entered,  and  advanced  into  the  mkist 
of  the  hall,  summoned  ttie  presenters  of  the  c<mtend- 
ing  bands  around  him  by  a  wave  of  his  magical  rod, 
and  announced  to  them,  in  a  poetical  speech,  that 
the  isle  of  Britain  was  now  commsnded  by  a  Royal 
Maiden,  to  whom  it  was  the  will  of  fate  that  tbey 
should  all  do  homsge,  and  reouMt  of  her  to  pronounee 
on  the  various  pretensions  wnich  each  set  forth  to  be 
esteemed  the  pre-eminent  stock,  from  which  the 
present  n stives,  the  happy  subjects  d  that  angelical 
rrincess,  derived  their  Imeage. 

In  obedience  to  this  mandate,  the  bands,  each  mo- 
ving to  solemn  music,  passed  in  suooession  before 
Elizabeth ;  doing  her,  as  they  passed,  each  after  the 
fiBshion  of  the  people  whom  they  represented,  the 
lowest  and  most  devotional  homage,  which  she 
returned  with  the  same  gradoua  oourtssy  that  had 
marked  her  whole  conduct  since  she  came  to  KcnU- 
worth. 

The  presenters  of  the  several  masques,  orquadrillea, 
then  alleged,  each  in  behalf  of  ^is  own  troop,  tlie 
reasons  which  they  had  for  claiming  prc-enunanoe 
over  the  rest ;  and  when  they  had  been  all  heard  in 
turn,  she  returned  them  this  gracious  answer : 
"  That  ^e  wss  sorry  she  was  not  oetter  qualified  to 
decide  upon  the  doubtful  question  which  h&cl  heeo 

Sropounded  to  her  by  the  dhnection  of  the  fismooB 
lerlin,  but  that  it  seemed  to  her  that  no  single  one 
of  these  celebrated  nations  could  claim  pre-femineoee 
over  the  others,  as  having  most  contributed  to  form 
the  Englishman  of  her  own  time,  who  unquestioiia- 
bhr  derived  fVom  each  of  them  some  worthy  attribute 
of^his  character.  Thus."  she  said,  "  the  Englishman 
had  from  the  ancient  Brittfn  his  oold  and  tameless 
spirit  of  freedom,— from  the  Roman,  his  disdplmed 
courage  in  war,  with  his  love  of  letters  and  civiliza- 
tion in  time  of  peace, — fifom  the  Ssxon,  his  wise  and 
equitable  laws,— and  from  the  chivalrous  Norman,  his 
love  of  honour  and  courtesy,  with  his  generous  desire 
for  Klory.*' 

Merlin  answered  with  readlhess,  that  it  did  indeed 
require  that  so  many  choice  qualiues  should  meet  in 
the  English,  as  might  render  them  in  some  mea*ure 
the  muster  of  the  perfections  of  other  nations  since 
that  alone  could  render  them  in  some  degree  dsMnr* 


remofe  from  Ihe  crowded  hall,  when  I^cesler,  whet 

oeir  the  botloiti  o(  ihe  hflll,  and  comequeiHl}'  «n- 
pfwd  in  Bome  degree  ]a  the  crowd,  fell  hinuclf  pulled 
By  lbs  closk,  while  a  voice  whupered  ia  his  em. 
My  Lout,  I  do  deRM  »tiM  rnc*"'  'winfimm™  wrh 
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I  desire  wjme  conference  with  you."  The  worda 
'ere  simple  in  themeetves,  hut  Lord  Leicester  wis 
I  thiit  RlBTmed  and  fevetieh  rIbIc  of  mind,  when 
ordinary  occuTrencea  neeni  trBughl  with 
import  I  and  he  turned  tioBlily  round  ia 
by  whom  they  had  been        ' 


'  S'o,"  anawered  Laceiler,  Bleraly,  "  not  imder  a 
i£  and  ihBt  roof  mine  own— We  will  meet  under 

, '  Youareducompoaed  or  diapleued,  my  lord,"  ra- 
plied TreBsilian;  "yet  there  is  no  occasion  for  dia- 
lemperaluro.  The  place  is  equal  tome,  bo  you  allow 
me  one  half  hour  of  your  time  unintemiptea." 

"  A  ehortet  time  wiU,  I  Iruat,  aufEce,"  anawered 
Leicester — "  Meet  me  in  the  PleaaancA,  when  the 
Queen  has  reliisd  (o  her  chamber."  i 

"Enough,"  said  Tressilian,  and  withdrew  i  while 
.  Bort  of  rapture  Memed  for  the  moment  to  occupy 
he  mind  of  Leicester. 

"Heaven,"  he  said,  "is  at  laat  favounihiB  to  me, 
ind  has  put  within  my  reach  the  wretch  who  has 


aiannini 

There  waa  nothing  remarkable  in  the  speakeri 


maska  who  had  thronged  luio  the  hall  in  the  retinue 
of  MerUn,  though  hs  did  not  wear  any  of  the  ex- 
travagant diBRDiBea  by  which  moatof  them  were  dia- 
dnauuhed, 

'TVho  ate  you,  or  what  do  you  want  with  me  1" 
aoid  Leicealer,  not  wiihoul  betraying,  by  hiB  accents, 
the  hurried  etate  of  hin  acnrita. 

"No  evil,  my  lord,"  anawered  the  maak,  "but 
tnnch  Koodand  honour,  if  you  will  ri^lly  understand 
my  nurpoae.    But  I  must  speak  villi  you  more  pri- 

"  I  can  apeak  with  no  nameless  stranger,"  anawer- 
ed Leicester,  dreading  he  knew  not  precisely  what, 
from  the  request  of  the  alraneer  ;  "  and  those  who 
arc  known  lo  me,  tnuat  seek  another  and  a  fitter 

He  would  have  hunied  away,  but  Ihe  mask  atill 

lordahip  of  what  your 


0  talk 


i!;^:''^ 


whatever  occunationa  yi 
tndulec  thtm. 

"Howl  my  honourl  Who  dare  impeach  ill" 
said  Leicester. 

"  Yom  own  conduct  alone  can  fijrniah  grounds  for 
accunng  it,  my  lord,  imd  it  is  that  topic  on  which  I 
would  speak  with  you." 

"  You  are  insolent,"  said  Leiceator,  "  and  abuae 
the  hospitable  license  of  the  time,  which  prevents  me 
from  having  you  punished.    I  demand  your  name  1" 

"  Edmund  Treaaihan  of  Cornwall,"  answered  the 
maak.  "My  tongue  has  been  bound  b^  a  promise 
for  four-and-twenty  hounu— the  apace  is  paseed,— 
1  now  speak,  and  do  your  lordship  the  justice  lo  ad- 
dress mrself  first  to  you." 

The  thrill  of  astunishniem  which  had  penetrated 
lo  Leicester's  viry  heart  at  hearinii  that  name  pro- 
nounced by  (he  voice  of  the  man  he  most  detested, 
and  by  whom  he  conceived  himself  so  deeply  inju- 
red, at  first  rendered  him  immoveable,  hul  — — •"■!■■ 
gove  way  to  snch  b  (hirei  for  revenge  e 
in  the  desert  feels  for  the  water-brooks. 
s^nse  and  Belf-govcmnient  enouBh  left  to  prevent  hiB 
Blabbing  to  thchenrt  iho  audacious  villain,  who,  after 
the  ruin  he  had  brought  upon  him.  dared,  with  Buch 
unmoved  assurance,  lhu»  to  practiae  upon  him  lar- 
ther.  Determined  to  siipprcas  for  the  moment  every 
xymptom  of  Sf^tation,  in  order  tu  perceive  the  full 
scope  of  Trtssilian'B  purpose,    rb  well  ae  lo  Bocure 

by  reBtrainaT  passion  as  ocsrce   to  be  intelligible,— 

"And  what  does  Master  Edmund  Treaaihnn  require 

ni  my  hand  r 

■•  Justice,  n 


ie^faifbm 


nawered  TresaiUan,  calmly 


asBurad  you  shall  have  it. 


icing  the 
a  punisiung 


.  ...._.iy.     To   my 

irina  mo  vengeance." 

,  while  Iheae  reficctioaa  thronged  throueh  Leioea- 
er's  tiiind,  he  aifain  made  his  way  amia  the  obae- 
luioua  crowd,  which  divided  to  Kivenim  paaeage,  and 
eaumed  hia  place,  envied  and  admired,  beside  the 
peraon  of  hia  Sovereign.  Bui,  coiild  the  bosom  of 
him  ihuB  admired  and  env'  '  '  '  '  ' 
fore  the  inhebitanla  of 
dark  thoughts  of  guili 

le^  vengeance,  and  conscious  sense  oi  inefliiaiea 
cruelty,  croaalng  each  other  like  qieclres  in  the  circle 
if  some  foul  enchantress,— which  of  them,  from  the 
Host  ambitious  noble  in  the  courtly  circle,  down  to 
ihe  moat  wretched  menial,  who  lived  byahiftingirf 
Irencbcra,  would  have  desired  to  change  characlera 
AHth  (he  favoanleof  FJiiabcIh,  and  IheLord  ofKen- 
ilworth! 

New  lorlnreB  awaited  him  aa  Boon  aa  he  bad  re- 
joined  Ehzsbeth. 


chard  Varney  aaked  ourpcrmiasio 
Castle  with  his  infirm  lady,  hav 
yom  lonjabip'a  consent  to  his  aba. 


isB  Sir  Ri- 
^artfrom  the 
B  ho  teUs  us. 


.„.  , ,  — . --nev  hath 

this  day  shown  himself  so  much  captivaud  with 
iheac  ladies  of  outb,  that  here  ia  our  Ducheas  of  Rut- 
land Bays,  he  will  carry  hia  poor  inaane  wife  no  far- 
ther than  iho  lake,  plunge  her  in,  to  tenant  Ihe  crys- 
tal palaces  that  the  enchanted  njrmph  told  OB  of;  and 
mtum  a  jolly  widower,  to  dry  his  tears,  and  to  make 
up  the  loss  among  our  train.  Howaayyou,mylonn 
—We  ha™  seen  Vamey  under  two  or  three  difibrent 
fniises — ^you  know  what  are  his  proper  attribulea — 
think  you  he  is  capable  of  playing  his  lady  such  a 
knave  s  trick  1" 

Leiceater  was  confounded,  but  the  danger  was  ur- 
gent, and  a  reply  abaolulely  neceeaaiy,  "The  la- 
dies,'' hesaid,  "think  too  lighlly  of  one  of  dieir  own 
sex,  in  suppoaing  she  could  deserve  such  a  fate,  or 
too  ill  of  ouia,  to  think  it  could  be  infiicled  upon  an 

"Hear  him,  my  ladies."  said  EUzabeth  ;  "like  all 
hia  sei,  he  would  eiciise  their  croelty  by  imputing 

"  Say  not  u«,  madam,"  replied  the  Earl ;  "we  say 
that  meaner  women,  like  the  leaser  l«hta  of  heaven, 
have  revolubone  and  phases,  but  who  ahail  impute 
mutability  to  the  sun,  or  to  Elizabeth  T' 

Thediflcoursepresently  afterwards  assumed  a  letw 
periloua  tendeni^,  end  Leicealer  continued  to  support 
his  part  in  it  wiih  spirit,  at  wlmi ever  expense  of  men- 
ial asony.  So  pleaslngdid  it  seem  to  Elizabeth,  that 
iheCasllsbdl  had  sounded  midnight  ere  ahe  retued 
tmm  the  company,  a  circumstance  unusual  in  her 
quiet  and  regular  habits  of  dlspoBing  of  time.     Her 
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departure  waa  of  course  the  signal  for  breaking  up 
the  company,  who  dispersed  to  their  several  places 
of  repose,  to  dream  over  the  pastimes  of  the  day, 
or  to  anticipate  those  of  the  morrow. 

Tho  unfortunate  Lord  of  the  Castle,  and  founder 
of  the  proud  festival,  retired  to  far  different  thoughts. 
His  direction  to  the  valet  who  attended  him,  was  to 
send  Varney  instantly  to  his  apartment.  The  mes- 
senger returned  after  some  delay,  and  informed  him 
that  an  hour  had  elapsed  since  Sir  Richard  Varney 
had  left  the  Castle,  by  the  postern-gate,  with  three 
other  persons,  one  of  whom  was  tran^rted  in  a 
horse-litter. 

"  How  came  he  to  leave  the  Castle  after  the  watch 
was  set  T*  said  Leicester  ;  *'  I  thought  he  weat  not 
till  daybreak." 

"  He  gave  satisfactory  reasons,  as  I  understand," 
said  the  domestic,  "  to  the  guard,  and,  as  I  bear, 
showed  your  lordship's  signet  

"True— true,"  said  the  Earl;  "yet  he  has  been 
hasty— Do  any  of  his  attendants  remain  behind  ?" 

"  Michael  Lamboume.  my  lord,"  said  the  valet, 
"  was  not  to  be  found  when  Sh-  Richard  Varney  de- 
parted, and  his  master  was  much  incensed  at  his 
absence.  I  saw  him  but  now  saddling  his  horse  to 
gallop  after  his  master." 

"  Bid  him  come  hither  instantly."  said  Leicester  ; 
"I  have  a  messw  to  his  master. 

The  servant  left  the  apartment,  and  Leicester  tra- 
versed it  for  some  time  in  deep  meditation—"  Var- 
ney is  over  zealous,"  he  said,  "  over  pressing— He 
lovea  me,  I  think— out  he  hath  his  own  ends  to  serve, 
and  he  is  inexorable  in  pursuit  of  them.  If  I  rise 
he  rises,  and  he  hath  shown  himself  already  but  too 
eager  to  nd  me  of  this  obstacle  which  seems  to  stand 
betwixt  me  and  sovereignty.  Yet  I  will  not  stoop 
to  bear  this  disgrace.  She  shall  be  punished,  but  it 
shall  be  more  advisedly.  I  ah-eady  reel,  even  in  an- 
ticipation, that  over-haste  would  light  the  flameb  of 
hell  in  my  bosom.  No— one  victim  is  enough  at  once, 
and  that  victim  already  waits  me." 

He  seized  upon  jAriting  materials,  and  hastily 
traced  these  words :— "  Sir  Richard  Varney,  we  have 
resolved  to  defer  the  matter  intrusted  to  your  care, 
and  strictly  command  you  to  proceed  no  farther  in 
relation  to  our  Countess,  until  our  farther  order. 
We  also  command  your  instant  return  to  Eenilworth, 
as  soon  as  you  have  safely  bestowed  that  with  which 
you  are  intrusted.     But  if  the  safe  placing  of  your 

{>r&8ent  charge  shall  detain  you  longer  than  we  think 
or,  we  command  you,  in  that  case,  to  send  back  our 
signet  ring  by  a  trusty  and  speedy  messenger,  we  ha- 
ving present  need  of  the  same.  And  requiring  your 
strict  obedience  in  these  things,  and  commending 
you  to  God's  keeping,  we  rest  your  assured  good 
friend  and  master,  "  R.  Leicester. 

"  Given  at  our  Castle  of  Kenilworth,  the  tenth  of 
July,  in  the  year  of  Salvation  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five." 

As  Leicester  had  finished  and  sealed  this  mandate, 
Michael  Lamboume,  booted  up  to  mid  thigh,  having 
his  riding  cloak  girthed  around  him  with  a  oroad  belt 
and  a  felt  cap  on  his  head,  like  that  of  a  courier,  en- 
tered his  apartment,  ushd^  in  by  the  valet. 

"  What  is  thy  capacity  of  service?"  sakl  the  Earl. 

"  Equerry  to  your  lordshin's  master  of  the  horse," 
answered  Lamboume,  with  nis  customary  assurance. 

"  Tie  up  thy  saucy  tongue,  sir,"  said  Leicester  j 
"  the  jests  that  may  suit  Sir  Richard  Vame/s  pre- 
sence, suit  not  mine.  How  soon  wilt  thou  overtake 
thy  master  T* 

"  In  one  hour's  riding,  my  lord,  if  man  and  horse 
hold  good,"  said  Lamboume,  with  an  instant  altera- 
tion of  demeanour,  from  an  approach  to  familiarity 
to  the  deepest  respect.  The  Etui  measured  him  with 
his  eye  from  top  to  toe. 

"I  have  heard  of  thee,"  he  said:  "men  say  thou 
art  a  prompt  fellow  in  thy  service,  out  too  much  gi- 
ven to  brawling  and  to  wassail  to  be  trusted  with 
thincL  *>r  moment" 

"  My  lord,"  said  Lamboume,  "I  have  been  soldier, 
sailor,  traveller,  and  adventurer ;  and  these  are  all 
trades  in  which  men  enjoy  to-day,  because  they  have 
no  surety  of  to-morrow.    But  though  I  may  misuse 


mine  own  leisure,  I  have  never  neglect«d  the  duty  I 
owe  my  master." 

"  See  that  it  be  so  in  this  instance,"  said  Ldoester, 
"  and  it  shall  do  thee  good.  Deliver  this  letter  speed* 
ily  and  carefully  into.  Sir  Richard  Varoey's  hands." 

"Does  my  commission  reach  no  farther?"  said 
Lambourne. 

"  No,"  answered  Leicester.  "  but  it  det^ly  concenu 
me  that  it  be  carefully  as  well  as  hastily  executed," 

"  I  will  spare  neither  care  nor  horseflesh,"  an- 
swered Lamboume,  and  immediately  took  his  leave. 

"  So,  this  is  the  end  of  my  nrivate  audience,  from 
which  I  hoped  so  much !"  h'^  muttered  to  himself^  ai 
he  went  through  the  long  gallery,  and  down  the 
back  staircase.  "Cogsboncs!  I  thought  the  Eari 
had  wanted  a  cast  of  mine  office  in  some  secret  in* 
trigue,  and  it  all  ends  in  carrying  a  letter !  Well,  h» 
pleasure  shall  be  done,  however,  and  as  his  lordsh^ 
well  says,  it  may  do  me  good  anotner  time.  1^ 
child  must  creep  ere  he  walk,  and  so  must  your  in- 
fant courtier.  I  will  have  a  look  into  this  letter,  how- 
ever, which  he  hath  sealed  so  sloven-like."— Having 
accomplished  this,  he  clapped  his  hands  together  in 
ecstacy,  exclaiming,  "The  Countess— the  Countess! 
—I  have  the  secret  that  shall  make  or  mar  me.— But 
come  forth.  Bayard,"  he  added,  leading  his  horse  in- 
to the  court-yard,  "for  your  flanks  and  my  spurt 
must  be  presently  acquainted." 

Lamboume  mounted,  accordingly,  and  left  the 
Castle  by  the  postern-gate,  where  his  free  passage 
was  permitted^  in  consequence  of  a  message  to  that 
eiTect  left  by  Sir  Richard  Vamey. 

As  soon  as  Lamboume  and  the  valet  had  left  the 
apartment,  Leicester  proceeded  to  change  his  dress 
for  a  very  plain  one,  threw  his  mantle  around  him, 
and,  takiii^  a  lamp  in  his  hand,  went  by  the  private 
passage  of^communication  to  a  small  secret  postern- 
door  which  opened  into  the  court-yard^  near  to  the 
entrance  of  the  Pleasance.  His  reflections  were  of 
a  more  calm  and  determined  character  than  they  had 
been  at  any  late  period,  and  he  endeavoured  to  daim, 
even  in  his  own  eyes^  the  character  of  a  man  more 
sinned  agamst  than  sinning. 

"I  have'sufiered  the  deepest  injurv,"  such  was 
the  tenor  of  his  meditationsi  "  yet  I  have  restricted 
the  instant  revenge  which  was  in  my  power,  and 
have  limited  it  to  that  which  is  manly  and  noble. 
But  shall  the  union  which  this  false  woman  has  this 
day  disgraced,  remain  an  abiding  fetter  on  me,  to 
check  me  in  the  noble  career  to  which  my  destinies 
invite  me  ?  No— there  are  other  means  of  disenga- 
ging such  ties,  without  unloosing  the  cords  of  me. 
In  the  sight  of  God,  I  am  no  longer  bound  by  the 
union  she  has  broken.  Kingdoms  shall  divide  us — 
oceans  roll  betwixt  us,  and  tneir  waves  whose  abys- 
ses have  swallowed  whole  navies,  shall  be  the  sole 
depositaries  of  the  deadly  mystery." 

By  such  a  train  of  argument  did  Leicester  labour 
to  reconcile  his  conscience  to  the  prosecution  of  plans 
of  vengeance,  so  hastily  adopted,  anu  ot  schemes  of 
ambition,  which  had  become  so  woven  in  with  every 
purpose  and  aetion  of  his  life,  that  he  was  incapable 
of  tne  effort  of  relinquishing  them ;  until  his  revenge 
appeared  to  him  to  wear  a  face  uf  justice,  and  ev&i 
of  generous  moderation. 

In  this  mood,  the  vindictive  and  ambitious  Eari  en- 
tered the  superb  precincts  of  the  Pleasance,  then  illu- 
mined by  the  full  mooiL  The  broad  yellow  light  was 
reflected  on  all  sides  from  the  white  free-stone,  of 
which  the  pavement,  balustrades,  and  architectural 
omaments  of  the  place,  were  constiucted;  and  not  a 
single  fleecy  cloud  was  vi;il>!p  in  the  azure  sky.  so 
that  the  scene  was  neariv  as  Lght  as  if  the  sun  had 
but  just  left  the  horizon.  T^ic  numerous  statues  of 
white  marble  gUmmered  m  tho  pale  light,  like  so 
many  sheeted  ghosts  just  arisen  from  their  sepulchres, 
and  the  fotmtains  threw  their  jets  i;ito  the  air,  as  it 
they  sought  that  their  waters  should  be  brif^tened 
by  the  moonbeams,  ere  they  fell  down  again  tipon 
their  basins  in  showers  of  sparkling  silver.  The  day 
had  been  sultry,  and  the  gentle  night-breezy  which 
sighed  along  the  terrace  of  the  Pleasance,  raised  not 
a  deeper  breath  than  the  fan  in  tho  hand  of  youthful 
beauty.    The  bird  of  eummer  night  had  built  many 
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m  nest  in  the  bowers  of  the  adjacent  garden,  and  the 
tenants  now  indemnified  themselves  for  silence  du- 
ring the  day,  by  a  full  chorus  of  their  own  unrivalled 
warbUngs,  now  joyous,  now  pathetic,  now  united, 
now  responsive  to  each  other,  as  if  to  express  their 
delight  in  the  placid  and  delicious  scene  to  which  they 
poured  their  melody. 

Musing  on  matters  far  difierent  from  the  fall  of 
waters,  the  gleam  of  nooonlight,  or  the  song  of  the 
nightingale,  the  stately  Leicester  walked  slowly  from 
oneendof  the  terrace  to  the  other,  his  cloak  wrapped 
around  him,  and  his  sword  under  his  arm,  without 
seeing  any  thing  resembling  the  human  form. 

"  I  nave  been  fooled  bv  my  own  generosity,"  he 
said,  ^  if  I  have  suflered  the  villain  to  escape  me— ay, 
and  perhaps  to  go  to  the  rescue  of  the  adulteress, 
who  IS  so  poorly  guarded." 

These  were  his  thoughts,  which  were  instantly  dis- 
pelled, when  turning  to  look  back  towards  the  en- 
trance, he  saw  a  human  form  advancing  slowly  from 
the  portico,  and  darkening  the  various  objects  with 
its  shadow,  as  passing  them  successively,  in  its  ap- 
proach towards  him. 

"  Shall  I  strike  ere  I  again  hear  his  detested  voice  1" 
was  Leicester's  thought,  as  he  grasped  the  hilt  of  the 
sword.  "But  no!  I  will  see  which  way  his  vile 
practice  tends.  I  will  watch,  disgusting  as  it  is,  the 
coils  and  mazes  of  the  loathsome  snake,  ere  I  put 
forth  my  strength  and  crush  him." 

His  hand  quitted  the  sword-hilt,  and  he  advanced 
slowlv  towaras  Tressilian,  collecting,  for  their  meet- 
ing, aJl  the  self-possession  he  coulcf  command,  until 
theV  came  front  to  front  with  each  other. 

Tressilian  made  a  profound  reverence,  to  which 
the  Earl  rg>lied  with  a  haughty  inclination  of  the 
head,  and  the  words,  "  You  sought  secret  conference 
with  me,  sir— I  am  here,  and  attentive." 

"  My  lord,"  said  Tressilian,  "  I  am  so  earnest  in 
that  which  I  have  to  say,  and  so  desirous  to  find  a 
patient,  nay  a  favourable,  hearing,  that  I  will  stoop  to 
exculpate  myself  fh>m  whatever  might  prejudice  your 
lordship  against  me.    You  think  me  your  enemy  1" 

"Have  I  not  some  apparent  cause?"  answered 
Leicester,  perceiving  that  Tressilian  paused  for  a 

You  do  me  wrong,  my  lord.  I  am  a  friend,  but 
neither  a  dependant  nor  partisan  of  the  Earl  of  Sus- 
sex, whom  courtiers  call  your  rival ;  and  it  is  some 
considerable  time  since  I  ceased  to  regard  either 
courts,  or  court-intrigues,  as  suited  to  my  temper  or 
genius." 

"No  doubt,  sir,"  answered  Leicester;  "there  are 
other  occupations  more  worthy  a  scholar  and  for 
such  the  world  holds  Master  Tressilian— Love  has 
his  intrigues  as  well  as  ambition." 

"  I  perceive,  my  lord,"  repUed  Tressilian,  "  you  give 
much  weight  to  my  eariy  attachment  for  the  unfor- 
tunate young  person  of  whom  I  am  about  to  speak, 
and  perhaps  thmk  I  am  prosecuting  her  cause  out  of 
rivalry,  more  than  a  sense  of  justice." 

"No  matter  for  my  thoughts,  sir,"  said  the  Earl; 
"  proceed.  You  have  as  yet  spoken  of  vourself  only ; 
an  important  and  worthy  subject  doubtless,  but 
which,  perhaps,  does  not  altogether  so  deeply  con- 
cenk  me,  that  I  should  postpone  my  repose  to  hear  it. 
Spare  me  fiajiher  prelude,  sr.  and  speak  to  the  pur- 
pose^f  indeed  you  have  aught  to  say  that  concerns 
me.  when  you  nave  done,  I,  in  my  turn,  have  some- 
thmg  to  communicate." 


confident  you  will  not  think  your  time  wasted  in  hst- 
ening  to.  I  have  to  request  an  account  from  your  lord- 
ship of  the  unhappy  Amy  Robsart,  whose  history  is  too 
well  known  to  you.  I  regret  deeply  that  I  did  not  at 
once  tfdce  this  course,  and  make  yourself  judge  be- 
tween me  and  the  villain  by  whom  she  is  iniurea.  My 
lord,  she  extricated  herself  from  an  unlawful  and  most 
perilous  state  of  confinement,  trusting  to  the  ejects 
of  her  own  remonstrance  npon  her  unworthy  hus- 
band, and  extorted  finm  me  a  promise,  that  I  would 
not  interfere  in  her  behalf  until  she  had  used  her  own 
efforts  to  have  her  rights  acknowledged  by  him." 


"  Ha !"  said  Leicester,  "remember  you  to  whom  you 
speak  7" 

"  I  speak  of  her  unworthy  husband,  my  lord,"  re- 
peated Tressilian,  "and  my  respect  can  find  no  softer 
language.  The  unhappy  young  woman  is  withdrawn 
fit>m  my  knowledge,  ana  sequestered  in  some  secret 
place  of  this  Casde,— if  she  be  not  transferred  to  some 
place  of  seclusion  better  fitted  for  bad  designs.  This 
must  be  reformed,  mv  lord— I  speak  it  as  authorized 
by  her  father,— and  this  ill-fated  marriage  must  be 
avouched  and  proved  in  the  Queen's  presence,  and 
the  lady  placed  without  restraint,  and  at  her  own  free 
disposal.  And,  permit  roe  to  say,  it  concerns  no  one's 
honour  that  these  most  just  demands  of  mine  should 
be  complied  with,  so  much  as  it  does  that  of  your 
lordship." 

The  Earl  stood  as  if  he  had  been  petrified,  at  the 
extreme  coldness  with  which  the  man,  whom  he 
considered  as  havmg  injured  him  so  deeply,  pleaded 
the  cause  of  his  crimmal  paramour,  as  if  she  had  been 
an  innocent  woman,  and  he  a  disinterested  advocate; 
nor  was  his  wonder  lessened  by  the  warmth  with 
which  Tressilian  seemed  to  demand  for  her  the  rank 
and  situation  which  she  had  disgraced,  and  the  ad- 
vantages of  which  she  was  doubtless  to  share  with 
the  lover  who  advocated  her  cause  with  such  effron- 
tery. TressiUan  had  been  silent  for  more  than  a 
minute  ere  the  Earl  recovered  from  the  excess  of 
his  astonishment;  and,  considering  the  prci)Osses- 
sions  with  which  his  mind  was  occupied,  there  is  little 
wonder  that  his  passion  gained  the  mastery  of  every 
other  consideration.  "  I  have  heard  you.  Master  Tres- 
silian," said  he,  "without  interruption,  and  I  bless  God 
that  my  eare  were  never  before  made  to  tingle  by 
the  words  of  so  frontless  a  villain.  The  task  of  chas- 
tising you  is  fitter  for  the  hangman's  scourge  than 

the  sword  of  a  nobleman,  but  yet Villain,  draw 

and  defend  thyself!" 

As  he  spoke  the  last  words,  he  dropped  his  mantle 
on  the  KTound.  struck  Tressilian  smartly  with  hia 
sheathed  sword,  and  instantly  drawing  his  rapier,  nut 
himself  into  a  posture  of  assault.  The  vehement  fury 
of  his  language  at  first  filled  Tressilian,  in  his  turn, 
with  surpnse  equal  to  what  Leicester  bad  felt  when 
he  addressed  him.  But  astonishment  gave  rise  to  re- 
sentment, when  the  unmerited  insults  of  his  language 
were  followed  by  a  blow,  which  immediately  put  to 
flight  every  thought  save  that  of  instant  combat 
Tressilian's  sword  was  instantly  drawn^  and  though 
perhaps  somewhat  inferior  to  Leicester  m  the  use  of 
the  weapon,  he  understood  it  well  enou^  to  main- 
tain the  contest  with  great  spirit,  the  rather  that  of  the 
two  he  was  for  the  time  the  more  cool,  since  he  could 
not  help  imputing  Leicester's  conduct  either  to  actual 
frenzy,  or  to  the  influence  of  some  strong  delusion. 

The  rencontre  had  continued  for  several  minutes, 
without  either  party  receiving  a  wound,  when  of  a 
sudden  voices  were  heard  beneath  the  portico,  which 
formed  the  entrance  of  the  terrace^  mingled  with  the 
steps  of  men  advancing  hastily.  We  are  interrupt- 
ed, said  Leicester  to  his  antagonist :  "follow  me.'* 
At  the  same  time  a  voice  from  the  portico  said, 
"The  jackanape  is  right— they  are  tilting  here." 

Leicester,  mean whue,  drew  ofTTressihan  into  a  sort 
of  recess  behind  one  of  the  fountains,  which  served  to 
conceal  them,  while  six  of  the  yeomen  of  the  Queen's 
guard  passed  along  the  middle  walk  of  the  Plea- 
sance,  and  they  could  hear  one  say  to  the  rest,  "  We 
shall  never  find  them  to-night  amongst  all  these 
squirting fionnels,  squirrel-cages,  and  rabbit-holes;  but 
if  we  light  not  on  them  bdrore  we  reach  the  farther 
end,  we  will  return,  and  mount  a  guard  at  the  en- 
trance, and  so  secure  them  till  mommg." 

"A  proper  matter,"  said  another,  "the drawmg of 
swords  so  near  the  Queen's  presence,  ay,  and  in  ner 
very  palace  as  'twere!— Hanir  it,  they  mtist  be  some 
poor  drunken  game-cocks  fallen  to  sparring— 'twere 
pity  almost  we  should  find  them— the  penalty  is 
chopping  oflT  a  hand,  is  it  not  ?— 'twere  hard  to  lose 
hand  for  handling  a  hit  of  steel,  that  comes  so  natu- 
ral to  one's  gripe?' 

"Thou  art  a  brawler  thyself  George,'*  said  ano- 
ther; "but  take  heed,  for  the  law  stands  as  thoa 
sayest" 
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"Ay,"  said  the  first,  "an  the  act  be  not  mildly  con- 
strtiea ;  for  thou  know*st  'tis  not  the  Queen's  Palace, 
but  my  Lord  of  Lwcester's." 

"  Wny^  for  that  matter,  the  penalty  may  be  as  se- 
vere," said  another ;  "  for  an  our  gracious  Mistress  be 
Queen,  as  she  is,  Gk>d  save  her,  my  Lord  of  Leicester 
is  asgood  as  King." 

"  Hush !  thou  knave!"  said  a  third ;  "  how  knoVst 
thou  who  may  be  within  hearing?" 

They  passed  on,  making  a  kind  of  careless  search, 
but  seemingly  more  mtent  on  their  own  conversation 
t|ian  bent  on  discovering  the  persons  who  had  cre- 
ated the  nocturnal  disturoanoe. 

They  had  no  sooner  passed  forward  along  the  ter- 
race, than  Leicester,  making  a  sign  to  Tressilian  to 
follow  him,  glided  away  in  an  opposite  direction,  and 
escaped  throujeh  the  portico  undiscovered.  He  con- 
ducted Tressman  to  Mervyn's  Tower,  in  which  he 
was  now  again  lodged:  and  then,  ere  parting  with 
him,  saki  these  words,  ''  If  thou  hast  oouriLge  to  con- 
tinue and  bring  to  an  end  what  is  thus  broken  ofl^  be 
near  me  when  the  court  goes  forth  to-morrow— we 
shall  find  a  Ume,  and  I  will  give  you  a  signal  when  it 
is  fitting." 

"  My  lord,"  saki  Tressilian,  "  at  another  tune  I 
mi^ht  have  mquired  the  meaning  of  this  strange  and 
fiinous  inveteracy  against  me.  But  you  have  laid  that 
on  my  shoulder,  wmch  only  blood  can  wash  away; 
and  were  you  as  high  as  your  proudest  wishes  ever 
carried  you,  I  would  have  from  you  satisfactbn  for 
my  wounded  honour." 

On  these  terms  they  parted,  but  the  adventures  of 
the  ni^t  were  not  yet  ended  with  Leicester.  He  was 
compelled  to  pass  by  Saintlowe's  Tower,  in  order  to 

gain  the  private  passage  which  led  to  his  own  cham- 
er,  and  in  the  entrance  thereof  he  met  Lord  Huns- 
don  half  clothed,  and  with  a  naked  sword  under  his 
arm. 

"Are  you  awakened,  too.  with  this  'larum,  my  Lord 
of  Leicester T'  said  the  old  soldier.  "'Tis  well— By 
Oog's-nails,  the  nights  are  as  noisy  as  the  day  in  this 
Castle  of  yours.  Some  two  hours  since,  I  was  waked 
by  the  screams  of  that  poor  brain-sick  Lady  Vamey, 
whom  her  husband  was  forcing  away.  I  promise  you, 
it  required  both  your  warrant  and  the  Queen's,  to 
keep  me  from  entering  into  the  game,  and  cutting  that 
Vamey  of  yours  over  the  heaa ;  and  now  there  is  a 
brawl  down  in  the  Pleasance,  or  what  you  call  the 
stone-terrace  walk,  where  all  yonder  gimcracks 
standi" 

The  first  part  of  the  old  man's  speech  went  through 
the  Earl's  heart  like  a  knife;  to  the  last  he  answered 
that  be  himself  had  heard  the  clash  of  swords,  and 
had  come  down  to  take  order  with  those  who  had 
been  so  msolent  so  near  the  Queen's  presence. 

"Nay,  then,"  saki  Hunsdon,  "I will  be  glad  of 
your  lordship's  company." 

Leicester  was  thus  compelled  to  turn  back  with  the 
rough  old  lord  to  the  Pleasance,  where  Hunsdon 
heard  from  the  yeomen  of  the  guard,  who  were  under 
his  immediate  command,  the  unsuccessful  search 
they  had  made  for  the  authors  of  the  disturbance ; 
and  bestowed  for  their  pains  some  round  dozen  of 
curses  on  them,  as  lazy  knaves,  and  Uind  whore- 
sons. Leicester  also  thought  it  necessary  to  seem 
angry  that  no  discovery  had  been  efiected :  but  at 
lengtn  suggested  to  Lord  Hunsdon,  that  alter  all  it 
could  only  he  some  foolish  young  men,  who  had  been 
drinking  healths  pottle-deeo,  ana  who  would  be  suffi- 
ciently scared  by  the  search  which  had  taken  place 
after  them.  Hunsdon,  who  was  himself  attached  to 
his  cup.  allowed  that  a  pint-flagon  mi^t  cover  many 
of  the  tollies  which  it  had  caused.  "  But,"  he  added, 
"unless  your  lordship  will  be  less  liberal  in  your 
housekeeping,  and  restrain  the  overflow  of  ale,  and 
wine,  ana  wassail,  I  foresee  it  will  end  in  my  having 
some  of  these  good  fellows  into  the  guard-house,  and 
treating  them  to  a  dose  of  the  strappado— And  with 
this  warning,  good  night  to  you." 

Joyfiil  at  bc^  rid  of  his  company,  Leicester  took 
leave  of  him  at  the  entrance  or  his  lodging,  where 
they  had  flrst  met,  and  entering  the  private  passage, 
took  up  the  lamp  which  he  had  left  there,  and  by  its 
expiring  Ught  found  the  way  to  his  own  apartment. 
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Room  I  room  I  for  my  hore«  will  wince 

If  he  eomei  within  to  roany  jard«  of  a  prince 

For  to  tell  you  tnifl,  and  in  rhyme. 

He  was  foai'd  in  Queen  Elizabeth'a  time  ; 

When  the  creat  Earl  of  Leatnr 

In  his  castle  did  feast  ber.— Mssffve  <tfOwls,—BJOi  Jonsok. 

Tub  amusement  with  which  Elizabeth  and  her 
court  were  next  day  to  be  r^aled,  was  an  exhibition 
by  the  true-hearted  men  of  Coventry,  who  woe  to 
represent  the  strife  between  the  English  and  the 
Danes,  agreeably  to  a  custom  long  preserved  in  their 
ancient  borough^  and  warranted  for  truth  by  old  his- 
tories and  chronicles.  In  this  pageant,  one  party  of 
the  townsfolk  presented  the  Saxons,  and  the  other 
the  Danes,  and  set  forth,  both  in  rude  riiymes  and 
with  hard  blows,  the  contentions  of  these  two  fierce 
nations,  and  the  Amazonian  courage  of  the  EngHsh 
women,  who,  according  to  the  story,  were  the  pnnci- 
pal  agents  in  the  general  massacre  of  the  Danea, 
which  took  place  at  Hocktide,  in  the  year  of  God  1012. 
This  sport,  which  had  been  long  a  favourite  pastime 
with  the  men  of  Coventry,  had,  it  seems,  been  put 
down  by  the  influence  of  some  zealous  clergyman,  of 
the  more  precise  cast,  who  chanced  to  have  some  con- 
siderable influence  with  the  ma^trate.  But  the  gene- 
rality of  the  inhabitants  had  petitioned  the  Queen  that 
they  might  have  their  play  again,  and  be  honoured  with 
permission  to  represent  it  before  her  Highness.  And 
when  the  matter  was  canvassed  in  the  little  cotmcil, 
which  usually  attended  the  Queen  for  dispatch  of  bu- 
siness, the  proposal,  although  opposed  by  some  of 
the  stricter  sort,  foimd  fovour  in  the  eyes  of  Ellixa* 
beth,  who  said  that  such  toys  occupied,  without  of- 
fence, the  minds  of  many,  who  lacking  them,  might 
find  worse  subjects  of  pastime ;  and  that  there  pas- 
tors, hoveever  commendable  for  learning  and  godli- 
ness, were  somewhat  too  sour  in  preaching  against 
the  pastimes  of  their  flocks,  and  so  the  pageant  was 
permitted  to  proceed. 

Accordingly,  after  a  morning  repast,  which  Master 
Laneham  calls  an  ambrosial  breakfast,  the  principal 
persons  of  the  court,  in  attendance  upon  her  Majeotr, 
pressed  to  the  GhUlery-tower,  to  witness  the  approa(m 
of  the  two  contendinig  parties  of  Eln^h  anduanes; 
and  after  a  signal  had  been  given,  the  gate  which 
opened  in  the  circuit  of  the  Chase  was  thrown  wide, 
to  admit  them.  On  they  came,  foot  and  horse ;  lor 
some  of  the  more  amlntious  bui^^ers  and  yeomen 
had  put  themselves  into  fantastic  dresses,  imitating 
knji^ts,  in  order  to  resemble  the  chivalry  of  the  two 
di£&ent  nations.  However,  to  prevent  fatal  acci- 
dents, they  were  not  permitted  to  appear  on  res] 
horses,  but  had  only  hcense  to  accoutre  themselves 
with  those  hobbyhorses,  as  they  are  called,  which 
anciently  formed  the  chief  delight  of  a  morrice-dance, 
and  which  still  are  exhibited  on  the  stage,  in  the 
grand  battle  fought  at  the  concluskm  of  Mr.  Bay^s 
tragedy.  The  infantry  followed  in  similar  disguises. 
The  whole  exhibition  was  to  be  consid^^  as  a  sort 
of  anti-masoue,  or  burlesone  of  the  more  stately  pa- 
geants, in  which  the  nobiuty  and  gentry  bore  part  in 
the  show,  and,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  imita- 
ted with  accuracy  the  personages  whom  they  repre- 
sented. The  Hocktide  play  was  of  a  di&rent  cha- 
racter, the  actors  being  persons  of  inferior  degree,  and 
their  habits  the  better  fitted  for  the  occasion,  the 
more  incongruous  and  ridiculous  that  they  were  in 
themselves.  Accordingly  thdr  array,  which  the  pro- 
gress of  our  tale  allows  us  no  time  to  describe,  was 
ludicrous  enough,  and  their  weapons,  thou^  suffi- 
ciently formidable  to  deal  «otmd  bIow&  were  long 
alder-poles  instead  of  lancesL  and  souna  cudgels  for 
swords;  and  for  fence,  both  cavalry  ai^d  in£uitry 
were  well  equipped  with  stout  headpieces  and  targets, 
both  made  of  thick  leather. 

Captain  Coxe,  that  celebrated  humorist  of  Coven- 
try, whose  library  of  ballads^  almanacks,  and  pennv 
histories,  £urly  wrai>ped  up  m  parchment,  and  tiaa 
round  for  security  with  a  piece  of  whipcora,  remains 
still  the  envy  of  antkiuaries,  being  himsdf  the  inge- 
nious person  under  whose  direction  the  pageantnad 
been  set  forth,  rode  valiantly  on  his  hobb^norse  be- 
fore the  bands  of  English,  high-trussed,  saith  Lane- 


tea,  me  ani  lo  enwr  ine  inu,  aaa,  pBamng  me  usi- 
Jery  al  the  head  of  his  mrnnidoiiB,  kissed  (he  hiU  of 
hii  Bword  ID  lbs  Queen,  «nd  oecutod  al  (he  eume 
lime  a  sanibade,  the  like  whereof  had  neret  been 
piKliaed  by  Iwo-tegged  hobbyborae.  Then  passing 
go  with  lU  nis  fbllowara  of  cavaliers  and  infantry,  he 
drew  ihem  up  with  manisl  skill  at  the  opposite  ex- 
tremity of  the  bridge,  or  tilt-yanl,  until  his  anlafionislB 
sbould  be  fairly  prepared  for  the  onset. 

This  was  no  long  interval;  for  the  Danuih  cavalry 
and  infantry,  no  way  inferior  lo  the  English  in  num- 
ber, valonr,  and  eijuipmenlj  instantly  amvHi,  with 
the  norlhem  bagpipe  blowtiui  befon  ihem  in  token 
of  Iheir  country,  and  headed  by  a  cunning  master  of 
defence,  only  inferior  to  llie  renowrd  Csplsin  Coxe, 
if  lo  him,  in  ibe  discipline  of  war.  The  Danes,  aa 
invaders,  took  thar  station  under  the  Gallery- tower, 
and  Dppoiute  to  that  of  Mortimer ;  and.  when  thdr 
B  were  completely  made^  a  signal  was 


'S", 


BT  grew  from  a  skirmiBb  n 


__  _rerthrown,  and  ihe  club*  and  lar- 

gsta  made  a  most  honible  claller.  In  many  inslan- 
cea,  thai  happened  which  had  been  dread^  by  the 
more  enenenced  warriors,  who  begayi  the  day  of 
strife.  The  rails  which  defended  the  ledgis  of  the 
bridge  had  be«i,  perhaps  on  putpose,  left  but  Bhshtly 
faaiened,  and  gave  way  under  the  pressure  -'    


ibatants  re  ..  .   . 

IIS  might  have  occasioned  n 

became  such  an  affray,  for  m 


lSnoiisd^I.._„ _ 

of  ihe  champions  whomel  with  this 

not  swim,  and  those  who  could  were  encumbered 
wilh  their  suits  of  Icalhem  and  of  paper  armour;  but 
the  case  had  been  provided  for,  and  Ihere  were  se- 
veral boats  in  readiness  to  pick  up  the  unfortunate 
warriora,  and  convey  them  to  Ihe  dry  land,  where, 
dripping  and  dejected,  they  comforted  themselves 
with  tne  hot  ale  and  strong  waiera  which  were  Ube- 
r^y  allowed  lo  them,  without  showing  any  desire  to 


_-, one,  that  paragon  of  Black-Lelter 

Antiquaries,  after  twice  experiencing,  horse  and  man, 
the  perilous  leap  from  (he  bridge  into  (he  lake,  equal 
to  any  extremity  to  which  the  favounle  heroes  of 
ehivHlry,  whose  exploils  he  studied  in  an  abridged 
form,  whether  Amadis,  Belianis,  Bevis,  or  his  own 
Gay  of  Warwick,  had  ever  been  subjected  to— Cap- 
lain  Coie,  we  repeal,  did  alone,  alter  two  such  mis- 
chances, rush  again  mto  the  heat  of  conflict,  his  ba- 
ses and  the  foot-doth  of  his  hobbyhorse  dropping 
water,  and  Iwica  reanimalfd  by  voice  and  example 
lbs  drooping  spirits  of  the  English;  so  that  at  length 
their  victory  over  the  Danish  invaders  became,  as 
was  jusl  and  reasonable,  complete  and  decisive. 
Worlhy  he  was  (o  bs  rendered  immorlal  by  Ihe  pen 
of  Ben  Jonson,  who,  fifty  years  afterwards,  deemed 
thai  a  masquB,  exhibited  at  Kenilworth,  could  " 
ushered  in  by  none  vrilh  so  much  propncly,  as 
Ihe  ghost  of  Captain  Coxe,  mounted  upon  bis 
doubted  hahbvhorse. 

These  roiufa  rural  gambols  may  nol  altogether 
agree  with  ihe  reeder'a  preconceived  idea  of  an  en- 
tertainment presented  before  Ehzabelh,  in  whose 
rsign  letters  revived  with  such  brilliancy,  and  t  ' 
court,  governed  by  a  female,  whose  sense  ol 
prie^waacoual  lo  her  strength* mind,  was  n 

distinguished  for  delicacy  and  refinement,  iha..  . 

cauncuB  for  wisdom  and  fortitude-  Hut  whether 
from  the  political  wish  lo  seem  interested  inpopuli 
sports,  or  whether  from  asMtkof  old  Henry  stoug 
masculine  spirit,  which  Elizabeth  somelimei  dii. 
plartd.  il  is  eeltun  the  Queen  langhed  heaidly  at  the 


the  Earl  oif  Leicester,  by  engaging  bum  in  eonvcrsa- 

thfln  those  pageants  that  were  fiimi^ed  fonS  from 
the  sloree  of  antiquity.  The  disposilion  which  the 
aueen  showed  lo  laugh  and  jest  wiih  her  mditary 
'eadera,  gave  the  Earl  of  I^iccster  Ihe  opportunity  ha. 
lad  been  watching  for  withdrawing  from  the  royal 
iresenca  which  to  the  court  around,  so  well  had  he 
jhosen  hia  lime,  had  Ilic  gracrful  appearance  of 
leaving  his  rival  free  access  to  the  Queen's  person, 
instead  of  availing  himself  of  his  right  as  her  land- 
lord, to  Bland  perpetually  betwixt  others,  and  the 
■  -btofhercountenance. 

Leicester's  thoughts,  however,  had  a  far  diflerent 
object  from  mere  coutrleay ;  for  no  sooner  did  he  see 
the  Queen  fairly  engnsed  in  conversation  wilh  Sussex 
and  HunsdonibehindwhoBe  back  stood  Sir  Nicholas 
Blount,  grinnrng  from  ear'tuear  at  each  word  which 
P       .u ,.:__  _  ^_  -  Tressilian,  who. 

ess, 

open  mouth,  stood  eazing  on  thebaltlsof  iheEn^sh 

d  the  Danes.    When  he  had  accomplished  this; 

lich  was  a  work  of  some  dilGcully,  he  shot  snolher 

ince  behind  him  lo  see  that  Tiessdian  had  been 

ually  successful,  and  as  soon  as  he  saw  him  also 
^.x  from  the  crowd,  he  led  the  way  to  a  sma!) 
thicket,  behind  which  stood  a  lackey,  wilh  two 
horsoB  nuidy  saddled.  He  flung  himself  on  the  one, 
and  made  signs  to  Tressilian  to  mount  the  other, 
who  obeyed  without  speaking  a  single  vrord. 

Leicester  Ihen  spurred  his  horse,  and  galloped 
without  stopping  unril  he  reached  a  sequcBIercd  spot, 
environed  by  lofty  oaka,  about  a  mile's  distance  from 
the  Castlt  and  in  an  opposite  direction  from  tha 
scene  to  which  curiosity  was  drawing  every  spectator. 
He  there  dismounted,  hound  his  horse  to  a  tree,  and 
only  pronouncing  the  words,  "  HeTe  there  is  no  risk 
-if  interruption, "laid  hia  cloak  across  hiB  saddle,  and 
Ircw  his  aword. 

Tresslhan  imilated  his  example  punctually,  yet 
uuld  not  forbear  saying,  as  he  drew  his  weapon, 
'My  lord,  as  I  have  been  known  la  many  as  one 
vhodoea  nol  fear  death,  when  placed  in  balance  wiih 
lonour,  mcthinks  1  may,  without  derogation,  ask 
.vherefore,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  honourable,  your 
lordahiphos  dared  to  offer  me  such  a  markofdisgraca 
asplacesuson  these  terms  wilh  respect  locachothei?'' 

''If  you  like  noi  such  marks  of  my  scorn,"  replied 
the  Earl,  "  betake  yourself  instantly  to  your  weapon, 
lest  I  repeat  Ihe  usage  you  compism  of" 

"It  shall  not  need,  my  lord,"  said  Tresslhan. 
"  (jod  judge  betwixt  ue  I  and  your  blood,  if  you  fall, 
be  on  your  own  head." 

He  had  scarce  completed  the  sentence,  when  tbef 
instantly  closed  in  combat. 

But  Leicester,  who  was  a  perfect  master  of  defence 
among  all  other  exterior  accomplish  men  la  of  the 
time,  bad  seen,  on  the  preceding  night,  enough  of 
Tressilian's  alrcnglh  and  skill,  to  make  him  fight 
with  mora  caution  than  heretofore,  and  prefer  ■ 
secure  revenge  to  a  hasty  one.  For  Bome  minutes 
they  fought  with  equal  skill  and  fortune,  till,  m  a 
desperate  lounge  which  Leicester  succeeafully  put 
BBide,  Tresalian  exposed  himself  el  disadvsnlage  i 
and,  in  a  subsequent  sltempt  to  close,  the  Earl  forced 
his  sword  from  his  hand,  and  stretched  him  on  die 
ground.  With  a  grim  smile  he  held  the  point  of  hts 
rapier  within  two  inches  of  Ihe  throat  of  his  fallen 
Bdversary,  and  placing  his  foot  at  the  same  time  upon 
his  breastj  bid  him  confess  his  villanous  wrongs 
towsrds  him,  and  prepare  for  death. 

"I  have  no  villany  nor  wrong  towards  thee  lo 
confess,"  answered  fresailian,  "and  am  better  pre- 
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*'No  cause!"  exclaimed  the  Earl,,  *'no  cause!— 
but  why  parley  with  such  a  slave  7— Die  a  liar,  as  thou 
hast  Uved !" 

He  had  withdrawn  his  arm  for  the  purpose  of 
striking  the  fatal  blow,  when  it  was  suddenly  seized 
from  behind. 

Tlie  Earl  turned  in  wrath  to  shake  on  the  unex- 
pected obstacle,  but  was  surprised  to  find  that  a 
strange-looking  boy  had  hold  of  his  sword-arm,  and 
dung  (0  it  with  such  tenacity  of  grasps  that  he  could 
not  ^ake  him  off  without  a  considerable  struggle,  in 
the  course  of  which  Tressilian  had  opportumty  to 
rise  and  possess  himself  once  more  of  his  weapon. 
Leicester  again  turnol  towards  him  with  looks  of 
unabated  ferocity,  and  the  combat  would  have  re- 
commenced with  still  more  desperation  on  both  sides, 
had  not  the  boy  clung  to  Lord  Leicester's  knees, 
and  in  a  shrill  tone  implored  him  to  listen  one  mo- 
ment ere  he  prosecuted  this  quarrel. 

"  Stand  up^  and  let  me  go,"  said  Leicester,  "  or.  by 
Heaven,  I  will  pierce  thee  with  my  rapier !— What 
hast  thou  to  do  to  bar  my  way  to  revenge?" 

"  Much— much  I"  exclaimed  the  undaunted  boy ; 
"since  my  folly  has  been  the  cause  of  these  bloody 

2uarr€ds  between  you,  and  perchance  of  worse  evils. 
^  if  you  would  ever  again  enjoy  the  peace  of  an 
innocent  mind,  if  you  hope  again  to  sleep  in  peace 
and  unhaunted  by  remorse,  take  so  much  leisure  as 
to  peruse  this  letter,  and  then  do  as  you  list." 

While  he  spoke  in  this  eager  and  earnest  manner, 
to  which  his  singular  features  and  voice  gave  a 
gobUn-like  effect,  he  held  up  to  Leicester  a  packet, 
secured  with  a  long  tress  of  woman's  hair,  of  a  beau- 
tiful light-brown  colour.  Enraged  as  he  was,  nay, 
almost  blinded  with  fury  to  see  nis  destined  revense 
so  strangely  frustrated,  the  Earl  of  Leicester  could 
not  r^ist  this  extraordinary  suppUcant.  He  snatched 
the  letter  from  his  hand— changed  colour  as  he  looked 
on  the  superscription— undid,  with  faltering  hand, 
the  knot  which  secured  it— glanced  over  the  contents, 
and  staggering  back,  would  have  fallen,  had  he  not 
rested  against  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  where  he  stood  for 
an  instant,  his  eyes  bent  on  the  letter,  and  his  sword- 
point  turned  to  the  ground,  without  seeming  to  be 
conscious  of  the  presence  of  an  antagonist,  towards 
whom  he  had  shown  little  mercy,  ana  who  might  in 
turn  have  taken  him  at  advantage.  But  for  such  re^ 
venge  Tressilian  was  too  noble-mmded— he  also  stood 
still  m  surprise,  waiting  the  issue  of  this  strange  fit 
of  passion,  but  holding  his  weapon  ready  to  defend 
himself  in  case  of  need,  against  some  new  and  sudden 
attack  on  the  part  of  Leicester,  whom  he  again  sus- 
pected to_  be  under  the  influence  of  actual  frenzy. 
The  boy,  indeed,  he  easily  recognised  as  his  old  ac- 
quaintance Dickon,  whose  face,  once  seen,  was 
scarcely  to  be  forgotten;  but  how  he  came  thither  at 
80  critical  a  moment,  why  his  interference  was  so 
energetic,  and,  above  all,  how  it  came  to  produce  so 
powerful  an  effect  upon  Leicester,  were  questions 
which  he  could  not  solve. 

But  the  letter  was  of  itself  powerful  enough  to 
work  effects  yet  more  wonderiid:  It  was  that  which 
the,  unfortunate  Amv  had  written  to  her  husband,  in 
M^iich  she  alleged  the  reasons  and  manner  of  her 
flight  from  Cumnor-Plac&  informed  him  of  her 
having,  made  her  way  to  Kenilworth  to  enjoy  his 

Erotection,  and  mentioned  the  circumstances  which 
ad  compelled  her  to  take  refuge  in  Tressilian's 
apartment,  earnestly  requesting  he  would,  without 
delay,  assixn  her  a  more  suitable  asylum.  The 
letter  concluded  with  the  most  earnest  expressions 
.  of  devoted  attachment,  and  submission  to  his  will 
in  all  things,  and  particularly  respecting  her  situation 
and  place  of  residences  coniuring  him  only  that  she 
might  not  be  placed  under  the  guardianship  or 
restraint  of  Vamey. 

The  letter  dropped  fVom  Leicester's  hand  when  he 
had  perused  it.  "  Take  my  sword,"  he  said,  "  Tres- 
■ihan,  and  pierce  my  heart,  as  I  would  but  now  have 
pierced  yours !" 

"My  Lord,"  said  Tressilian,  "vou  have  done  me 
great  wronff ;  but  something  within  my  breast  ever 
whispered  that  it  was  by  egregious  error." 

"Error,  indeed!"  said  Lexiester,  and  handed  him 


the  letter ;  "  I  have  been  made  to  bdieve  a  man  of 
honour  a  villain,  and  the  best  and  purest  of  creatures 
a  folse  profligate.— Wretched  boy,  why  comes  this 
letter  now,  ami  where  has  the  bearer  lingered  V* 

"  I  dare  not  tell  you,  my  lord,"  said  the  boy,  with- 
drawing, as  if  to  keep  beyond  his  reach; — "but  here 
comes  one  who  was  the  messenger." 

Wayland  at  the  same  moment  came  up ;  and,  inter- 
rogated by  Leicester,  hastily  detailed  all  the  circum- 
stances of  his  escape  with  Amy,— the  fatal  practket 
which  had  driven  her  to  flight,— and  her  anxious  de- 
sire to  throw  herself  under  the  instant  protection  of 
her  husband,-7pointing  out  the  evklence  of  the  do- 
mestics (rfKenilworth,  **  whocould  not,"  he  observed, 
"  but  remember  her  eager  inquiries  after  the  Earl  of 
Ldcester  on  her  first  arrival.* 

"  The  villams !"  exclaimed  Leicester ;  "  but  O,  that 
worst  of  villains,  Vamey !— and  she  is  even  now  in 
his  power !"  , 

"  But  not,  I  trust  in  God,"  said  Tresalian,  "  with 
any  commands  of  fatal  import  ?" 

"  No,  no,  no !"  exclaimed  the  Earl,  hastily.—"  I 
said  something  in  madness— but  it  was  recalled,  fiiUy 
recalled,  by  a  hasty  messenger ;  and  she  is  now— she 
must  now  "be  safe." 

"  Yes,"  said  Tressilian,  "she  mtut  be  safe,  mnd  I 
must  be  assured  of  her  safety.  My  own  quarrel  with 
you  is  ended,  my  lord ;  but  there  is  another  to  begm 
with  the  seducer  of  Amy  Robsart.  who  has  screened 
his  guilt  under  the  cloak  of  the  infamous  Yamey." 

"  The  wducer  of  Amy  r'  replied  Leicester,  with  a 
voice  like  thunder ;  "  say  her  husband !— her  mis- 
guided, blinded,  most  unworthy  husband! — She  is 
as  surely  Countess  of  Leicester  as  I  am  belted  Earl. 
Nor  can  you,  sir,  point  out  that  manner  of  justice 
which  I  will  not  render  her  at  my  own  free  will  I 
need  scarce  say,  I  fear  not  your  compulsion." 

The  generous  nature  of  Tressilian  was  instantly 
turned  from  consideration  of  any  thing  personal  to 
himself  and  centred  at  once  upon  Amy's  welfare. 
He  had  by  no  means  undoubting  confidence  in  the 
fluctuating  resolutions  of  Leicester,  whose  mind 
seemed  to  him  agitated  beyond  the  government  of 
calm  reason  ;  neither  did  he,  notwithstanding  the  aa- 
surances  he  had  received,  think  Amy  safe  in  the  hands 
of  his  dependants.  "  My  lord,"  he  said,  calmly,  "I 
mean  you  no  offence,  and  am  far  from  seeking  a 
quarrel.  But  my  duty  to  Sir  Hugh  Robsart  compds 
me  to  carry  this  matter  instantly  to  the  Queen,  that 
the  Countesses  rank  may  be  acknowledged  in  her 
person." 

"  You  shall  not  need,  sir,"  replied  the  Earl  Jiausht- 
ily ;  "  do  not  dare  to  interfere.  No  voice  but  Dudley's 
snail  proclaim  Dudley's  infamy— To  Elizabeth  her- 
self will  I  tell  it.  and  then  for  Cumnor-Placewith  the 
speed  of  life  and  death !" 

So  saying,  he  unbound  his  horse  from  the  tree, 
threw  himself  into  the  saddle,  and  rode  at  fbU  gallop 
towards  the  Castle. 

"  Take  me  before  you.  Master  Tressilian,"  said  the 
bov,  seeing  Tressihan  mount  in  the  same  haste— 
"  mv  tale  is  not  all  told  out,  and  I  need  your  protec* 
tion." 

Tressihan  comphed,  and  followed  the  Earl,  though 
at  a  less  furious  rate.  By  the  way  the  boy  confessed, 
with  much  contrition,  that, in  resentment  at  Way- 
land's  evading  all  his  inquiries  concerning  the  lady, 
after  Dickon  conceived  he  had  in  various  ways  m^t- 
ed  his  confidence,  he  hadpurloined  from  him,  in  re- 
venge, the  letter  with  which  Amy  had  intrusted  him 
for  the  Earl  of  Leicester.  His  puroose  was  to  have 
restored  it  to  him  that  evening,  as  ne  reckoned  him- 
self sure  of  meeting  with  him.  in  consequence  oi 
Wayland's  having  to  perform  the  part  of  Arion,  in 
the  pageant.  He  was  indeed  something  alarmed 
when  he  saw  to  whom  the  letter  was  addressed;  but 
he  argued  that,  as  Leicester  did  not  return  to  Kenil- 
worm  until  that  evening,  it  would  be  again  in  the 
possession  of  the  proper  messenger,  as  soon,  aa,  ip 
the  nature  of  things,  it  could  possibly  be  delivered. 
But  Wayland  came  not  to  the  pageant,  having  been 
in  the  interim  expelled  by  Lamboume  from  the  Castle, 
and  the  boy,  not  being  able  to  find  him,  or  to  |Eet 
speech  of  Tressilian,  and  finding  himself  in  possession 
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sf  a  letter  addressed  to  no  Iobb  a  person  than  the  Earl 
>f  Leiceater,  became  much  afraid  of  the  consequences 
>f  his  frolic  The  caution,  and  indeed  the  alarm, 
nrhich  Wayland  had  expressed  respecting  Vamey  and 
Lamboume,  led  him  to  judge,  that  the  letter  must  be 
lesif^ned  for  the  Earl's  own  hand,  and  that  he  might 
>re;judice  the  lady,  by  giving  it  to  any  of  the  domestics, 
tie  made  an  attempt  or  two  to  obtain  an  audience  of 
Leicester,  but  the  singularity  of  his  features,  and  the 
meanness  of  his  appearance,  occasioned  his  being 
ilways  repulsed  by  the  insolent  menials  whom  he 
tpphed  to  for  that  purpose.  Once,  indeed,  he  had 
learly  succeeded,  when,  in  prowhng  about,  he  found 
n  the  srotto  the  casket  which  he  knew  to  belong  to 
he  unlucky  Countess,  having  seen  it  on  her  journey ; 
or  nothing  escaped  nis  prying  eye.  Having  strove 
n  vain  to  restore  it  either  to  Tressilian  or  the  Coun- 
ess,  he  put  it  into  the  hands,  as  we  have  seen,  of 
[.eicester  himself  but  unfortunately  he  did  not  recog- 
lise  him  in  his  disguise. 

At  lenfi^h,  the  boy  thought  he  was  on  the  point  of 
tucceeciiiig,  when  the  Ean  came  down  to  the  lower 
}art  of  the  hall ;  but  just  as  he  was  about'  to  accost 
lim,  he  was  prevented  by  Tressilian.  As  sharp  in 
;ar  as  in  wit,  the  boy  heard  the  appointment  settled 
)etwixt  them,  to  take  place  in  the  Pleasance,  and 
-esolved  to  add  a  third  to  the  party,  in  hopes  that, 
iither  in  coming  or  in  returning,  he  might  find  an 
>pportanily  of  delivering  the  letter  to  Leicester ;  for 
itranse  stories  b<^B^n  to  flit  among  the  domesdcs, 
ivhicn  alarmed  him  for  the  lady's  safety.  Accident, 
lowever,  detained  Dickon  a  little  behmd  the  Earl, 
ind,  as  he  reached  the  arcade,  he  saw  them  engaged 
n  combat;  in  consequence  of  which  he  hastenea  to 
darm  the  guard,  having  httle  doubt,  that  what  blood- 
ihed  took  place  betwixt  them,  might  arise  out  of  his 
)wn  frolic.  Continuing  to  lurk  m  the  portico,  he 
leard  the  second  appointment,  which  Leicester,  at 
)arting,  assigned  to  Tressilian,  and  was  keeping  them 
n  view  durmg  the  encounter  of  the  Coventry  men, 
vhen.  to  his  surprise,  he  recognised  Wayland  in  the 
Towa,  much  disguised,  mdeed,  but  not  sufficiently 
to  to  escape  the  prying  cflance  of  his  old  comrade, 
rhey  drew  aside  out  of  me  crowd  to  explain  their 
Btuation  to  each  other.  The  boy  confessed  to  Way- 
and  what  we  have  above  told,  and  the  artist,  in  re- 
urn,  informed  him.  that  his  deep  anxiety  for  the  fate 
>f  the  unfortunate  lady  had  brought  him  back  to  the 
leighhourhood  of  the  Castle,  upon  his  learning  that 
noming  at  a  village  about  ten  miles  distant,  that 
barney  and  Lambouma  whose  violence  he  dreaded, 
tad  both  Idt  Kenilworth  over-night. 

WhUe  Uiey  q[X>ke,  they  saw  Leicester  and  Tressi- 
ian  s^arate  themselves  from  the  crowd,  dogged 
hem  until  they  mounted  their  horses,  when  the  Doy, 
vhose  speed  of  foot  has  been  before  mentioned, 
hough  lie  could  not  possibly  keep  up  with  them,  yet 
irrived,  as  wo  have  seen,  soon  enough  to  save  Tres- 
dlian's  life.  The  boy  had  just  finished  his  tale  when 
hey  readied  the  Gallery-tower. 


CHAPTER  XL. 

Hicti  o'er  the  eastern  steep  the  nn  is  beamiug, 
And  darkneis  fltea  wiUi  her  deoeitTal  phadows  i— 
80  troth  prevailf  o'e?  (klaehood.— OU  Ptoy. 

As  Tressilian  rode  along  the  bridge  latdy  the  scene 
»f  so  much  riotous  sport,  he  could  not  but  observe 
hat  men's  countenances  had  singularly  changed 
[un'ng  the  space  of  his  brief  absence.  The  mock 
igfat  was  over,  but  the  men,  still  habited  in  their 
nasquing  suits,  stood  together  in  fi^ups,  like  the 
ohaoitants  of  a  city  who  nave  been  just  startled  by 
lome  strange  and  alarming  news. 

When  he  reached  the  base-court,  appearances  were 
he  same— domestics,  retainers,  and  under  officers, 
itood  together  and  whispered,  bending  their  eyes  to- 
rards  tne  windows  of  the  great  hall,  with  looks 
vbich  seemed  at  once  alarmed  and  mysterious. 

Sir  Nicholas  Blount  was  the  first  person  of  his 
)wn  particular  acquaintance  Tressilian  saw,  who 
eit  him  no  time  to  make  inquiries,  but  greeted  him 
irith,  "  God  help  thy  heart,  Tressilian,  thou  art  fitter 
ror  a  down  ^han  a  courtier—thoa  canst  not  attend 


as  becomes  one  who  fdlows  her  majesty.— Here  von 
are  called  for,  wished  for,  waited  for— no  man  mit 
you  will  serve  the  turn ;  and  hither  you  come  with  a 
misbegotten  brat  on  thy  horse's  neck,  as  if  thou  wert 
dry  nurse  to  some  sucking  devil,  and  wert  just  re- 
turned from  airing." 

"Why.  what  is  the  matter?"  said  Tressilian,  let- 
tins  go  the  boy,  who  sprung  to  ground  like  a  feather 
ana  himself  dismounting  at  the  same  time. 

"  Why,  no  one  knows  the  mktter,"  replied  Blount ; 
**  I  cannot  smell  it  out  myself^  though  I  have  a  nose 
like  other  courtiers.  Only,  my  Lord  of  Leicester  has 
galloped  along  the  bridge,  as  if  he  would  have  rode 
over  all  in  his  passage  demanded  an  audience  of  the 
Q,ueen,  and  is  closeted  even  now  with  her,  and  Bur- 
leigh and  Walsing^am— and  you  are  called  for— but 
whether  the  matter  be  treason,  or  worse,  no  one 
knows." 

"  He  speaks  true,  by  Heaven !"  said  Raleigh,  who 
that  instant  appeared;  "you  must  immediatdy  to 
the  dueen's  presence." 

"Be  not  rash,  Raleigh,"  said  Blount,  "remember 
his  boots— For  Heaven's  sake,  go  to  my  chamber, 
dear  Tressilian,  and  don  my  new  bloom-coloured 
silken  hose— I  have  worn  them  but  twice." 

"Pshaw!"  answered  Tressilian;  "do  thou  take 
care  of  this  boy,  Blount;  be  kind  to  him,  and  look  he 
escapes  you  not— much  depends  on  him." 

So  saying,  he  followed  Raleigh  hastily,  lea\'ing 
honest  Bloimt  with  the  bridle  of  his  horse  in  one 
hand,  and  the  boy  in  the  other.  Blount  gave  a  long 
look  after  him. 

"Nobody,"  he  said,  "calls  me  to  these  mysteries, 
—and  he  leaves  me  here  to  play  horse-keeper  ana 
child  keeper  at  once.  I  could  excuse  the  one,  for  I 
love  a  good  horse  naturally ;  but  to  be  plaguea  with 
a  brachet  whelp— Whence  come  ye,  my  fair-favoured 
Uttlegossip  7" 

"  From  the  Fens,"  answered  the  boy. 

"  And  what  didst  thou  learn  there,  forward  imp  7" 

"  To  catch  gulls,  with  their  webbed  feet  and  yel- 
low stockings,    said  the  boy. 

"Umph  !'^  said  Blount,  looking  down  on  his  own 
immense  roses,-"  Nay,  then  the  devil  take  him  asks 
thee  more  questions." 

Meantime  Tressilian  traversed  the  full  length  of  the 
great  hall,  in  which  the  astonished  courtiers  formed 
various  grotms,  and  were  whispering  mysteriously 
together,  whue  all  kept  their  eves  fixed  on  the  door, 
which  led  from  the  upper  epa  of  the  hall  into  the 
Queen's  vrithdrawing  apartment  Raleigh  pointed 
to  the  door— Tressilian  knocked,  and  was  instantly 
admitted.  Many  a  neck  was  stretched  to  gain  a 
view  into  the  interior  of  the  apartment ;  but  the  ta- 
pestry which  covered  the  door  on  the  inside  was  drop- 
ped too  suddenly  to  admit  the  slightest  gratification 
of  curiosity. 

Upon  entrance,  Tressflian  found  himself,  not  with- 
out a  strong  palpitation  of  heart,  in  the  presence  of 
Elizabeth,  who  was  walking  to  and  fix>  m  a  violent 
agitation,  which  she  seemed  to  scorn  to  conceal, 
vmile  two  or  three  of  her  most  sage  and  confidential 
counsellors  exchanged  anxious  looks  with  each  othci, 
but  delayed  speaking  till  her  wrath  had  abated.  Be- 
fore the  empty  chair  of  state,  in  which  she  had  been 
seated,  and  wnich  was  half  pushed  aade  by  the  vio- 
lence with  which  she  had  started  from  it.  knelt  Lei- 
cester, his  anns  crossed,  and  his  brows  bent  on  the 
ground,  still  and  motionless  as  the  effigies  upon  a 
sepulchre.  Beside  him  stood  the  Lord  Shrewsbury, 
then  Earl  Marshal  of  England,  holding  his  baton  of 
ofiice— the  Earl's  sword  was  unbuckled,  and  lay  be- 
fore him  on  the  floor. 

"  Ho^  sir,"  said  the  Queen,  coming  close  up,  to 
Tressilian,  and  stamping  on  the  floor  with  the  action 
and  manner  of  Henry  himself;  "you  l^ncw  of  this 
fiEur,  work— you  are  an  accomphce  m  this  deception 
which  has  been  practised  on  us— y<m  have  been  a 
main  cause  oi  our  doing  injustice  7"  Tressilian  drop- 
ped on  his^  knee  before  the  Queen,  his  good  sense 
showing  him  the  risk  of  attempting  any  defence  at 
that  moment  of  irritation.  "Art  dumb,  sirrah !"  she 
continued ;  "  thou  know'st  of  this  afrair*-doet  thou 
not  7" 


...,-j  .n  thiB 

he  halh  in  ao  way  depervod  il.' 
he  be  ihe  belter  for  thy  inlorcession,' 
eo,  leaving  TreSHlian,  who  alowJf  HroK, 
w  Leicesict,  wbo  continued  kneeling,— 
br  Uy  iaterccpuon,  Ihau  don hly  false— 
for<v.orn  1— of  ihy  inlerceason,  whose 
made  me  ridiculaiis  to  my  subjeeu,  and 
odious  lo  myself?— I  could  tear  otil  mine  eyes  for 
their  bhndneas  I" 
~    ■      ■  ■    rg  ventured 


..  ~  ...,  probable  thai,  in  doingso, . 

good  service  ;  forbad  (be  ftueen  at  that  in 

thing  on  account  of  which  (he  mighl  icnt  ha 
ih  upon  him,  without  Isyine  open  KDlimeiiis  of 
-■-  -^- ■- ■■     -  -li^i.havefered  haid 


people. 


Burlewh  here  ventured  to  mlenxise. 

"Meufim,"  he  aaid,  "remember  thai 
(ineen— Quoen  of  England— i 
Give  not  way  to  thia  wild  sionii  oi  paBsio". 

Elizabeth  turned  round  to  him,  while  a  tear  ac 
ally  twinkled  in  her  proud  and  angry  eye.  "B 
leigh,"  aha  aaid,  "  thou  art  a  statesman — thou  & 
not,  thou  eauBt  not,  comprehend  half  ibe  scor 
half  the  misety,  that  roan  has  poured  on  me!" 

With  the  utmoel  caution- with  the  deepest  re 
ranee,  Bi^rleigh  took  her  hand  ai  the  onomenl  he  t 
her  heart  was  at  the  fullest,  and  led  her  aside  to 
oriel  window,  apart  from  ihe  others. 

a  atateaman,  but  I 


n  already  ri 


"Ah.Burtngh,"  aaid  Elizabeth,  "thou  littleknc. 
eat"— here  her  lean  fell  over  her  cheeka  in  despite  of 
her. 

"1  do— I  do  know,  my  honoured  Bovei 
beware  that  you  lead  not  others  lo  gncBa  ih 
ihey  know  noti" 

"^Ha !"  said  Elizabeth,  pauaing  as  if  a  i 

tl  light- thou  art  right- 1 

"  Be  but  yourself,  myQueen,"HnidBurlpig;ii  "and 
inr  far  above  a  wvakneaa  which  no  Engliahman 
■ill  ever  believe  his  Elizabeth  could  have  enieriauicd, 
nleas  the  violence  of  her  ilisappointnipnl  carries  a 


lily  I  "  would  y< 
which  I  held  vo 
from  aufHi 


luch  BB  he  could  what  ailw^tei 
ithingof  tbcirl' 


ceater,  and  eiying 
r  fpuAt  togeUitr. 
g,  he  did  tfie  Eari 


Kthhim 


■n  Treesilian  had  fir 


"  We  will  lake  that  Wayland."  ahe  aaid,  "inlo  M» 
vn  service,  and  plaw  thf  boy  in  our  Secreiarj-offic* 
I  instruction,  that  he  may  m  future  use  discrelioi 
waida  letteiK.  For  you,  Trcasilian,  you  did  ■t«i| 
not  communicating  the  whole  Imih  to  uR,and  VOD 
omise  not  id  do  ao  wag  both  impiudent  and  andu- 
ul.    Yet.  having  given  your  word  to  ihii  unhappy 


Lord  of  Leic«eter 


.r-riofa , 

suatained  in   this 
which  you  aeem  ol 


the  whole  hietory  ofhiafirat  acquaintance  withAD) 
Robeart— their  maniage — bis  jealouay- the  catiBfs  m 
which  it  waa  founded,  and  many  particularg  boidn. 
Leicesler'fl  confesaion,  for  such  ii  might  be  callrd, 
him  piece-meal,  yet  wasupmdK 
Erpting  that  he  tolally  oipilled  n 
)d,  by  implication,  or  oihennK^ 
r'a  designs  upon  the  life  of  !■ 

learest  lo  his  heart ;  i 


0  the  very  iM 


mylonll"  said  Elizabeth,  haugh 
oo  insinuate  thai  ihc  favour  ir 
1  yonder  proud  Iroiior,  derived  its  aouict 
—But  here  she  coidd  no  loiiser  susiair 
llic  priiud  tone  which  she  had  sf  BuniHi,  and  agair 
softened  as  she  said,  "  But  why  should  1  sltivc  to  de 
ceivo  even  thee,  my  good  and  wiae  Bcrvanll" 

Burleigh  stooped  to  kisa  her  hand  with  affecnon. 
and— rare  in  ihe  annalsof  eourta— a  tear  otlraesym- 
palhy  dropped  from  the  eye  of  ihe  minister  on  the 
hand  of  hta  Sovereign. 

Ills  probable  that  the  consciousness  of  possessing 
this  sympathy,  aided  Eliiaheth  in  eupporling  her 
mortification,  and  suppreasing  her  eiirenie  reaent- 

pasaton  should  betray  to  the  public  ihesfl'iont  and  the 
disappointment,  which,  alike  ai a  woman  and  a  Queen, 
aho  WBS  so  aniioiiB  lo  conceal.  She  tumtd  from 
Burleiich,  and  sternly  paced  the  hall  till  her  features 
had  recovered  iheir  u»iial  dignity,  and  her  mien  its 
wonted  staleliness  of  icRular  moiion. 

"  Our  Sovereign  ia  her  noble  self  once  more,"  whis- 
pered Bnrleigh  lu  Walaingham;  "mark  what  ehe 
docH,  nnd  lake  heed  yon  (hwart  her  not." 

"'""  'hen  approached  Leicester,  and  said,  with 
a,  "My  Lord  Shrewsbury,  Ve  discharge  you 
---■ -?r.-My  Lord  -'  ' ^-  —■ 


ter-oiderB  wluch  he  had  aent  by  Can . ..  .  _ 

hiB  purpose  io  set  out  for  Cumnor-Place,  in  peifoo. 

of  the  <iueen,  who,  he  concluded,  would  pteaerih 
leave  Kcnilwuilh. 

But  the  Earl  reckoned  without  hia  host.  Itigtrat 
his  preBence  and  his  conimunicalionswen:  gill  un 
wormwood  to  his  once  partial  m>Btr«as.  But.  hatri 
from  ever>' other  and  more  direct  modeof  leveiigt 
theOuecn  perceived  that  she  gave  her  falacauitoiiM- 
ture  by  three  inquincB,  and  dwelt  on  them  for  tlui 
reason,  no  more  regarding  the  pain  which  ehe  hasdf 
experienced,  than  the  Bavacc  cares  for  the  leatiiwi  i' 
hiBown  hands  by  grasping  the  hot  pincers  widiwhitli 


,"  he  said,  "I  have  be 


expressed.    Yet,  madam,  let  mt  — ,, _.,  ^ 

'•!,,  K^  "■'nardonable,  waa  not  unprovoked;  indinl, 

ind  condescending  dignity  could  PtdiKtUf 

of  a  human  beiiig,  I  might  plead  bolt,* 

incealing  ihis  secret  baa  yoa 


calmnei 


iword— a  qiiarli 


H  hear  ihe  progresB  of 


"SU 


was  for  the  momen 


ihe  Enrl  had  the  I ,  ._  r—~.  ■■■- - 

"  ^'our  Grace,  who  has  pardoned  so  much,  will  " 
CUSP  my  throwing  mvaelf  on  your  royal  menT" 
those  eipressions,  which  were  ycstcr- morning  " 
counted  but  a  light  oflbnce." 

The  Qucpn  fixed  her  eyes  on  him  while  nbt  v 
plied,  "  Now,  by  Hearni,  my  lord,   thy  emoQlH> 

61BBCB  tha  bounds  of  beliei;  as  well  as  parinin 
ut  it  shall  avail  tbes  noihing.— What,  ho !  my  kinli 

II  ..........^ -My  Lord  of  Leic — '' 

s  a  hualiand.  and  El 

iif  hia  left  hatid. '  Now,  ia  "not  th&  too  inw- 
lail  could  not  grace  him  with  afcw  maf"', 
vour.  hut  he  must  presume  lo  think  my  bW 
vn  at  his  disposal  l~You,  however,  think  W^ 
B  nndlcanpitythisombilioueman.aslw""' 
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child,  whoM  bubble  of  soap  has  burst  between  his 
ands.  Wejco  to  the  presence-chamber— My  L^ 
r  Letcester,  we  command  your  close  attendance  on 

AD  was  e|kger  expectation  m  the  hall,  and  what 
'as  the  universal,  astonishment,  when  the  Queen 
iid  to  those  next  her,  "  The  revels  of  Kenilworth 
re  not  yet  exhausted,  my  lords  and  ladiw— we  are 
>  solemnize  the  noble  owner's  marriage.** 
There  was  a  universal  expression  of  sorprise. 
"  It  is  true,  on  our  royal  word,"  said  the  Queen ; 
he  bath  kept  this  a  secret  even  fix)m  us,  that  he 
light  surprise  us  with  it  at  this  verv  place  and  time, 
sec  you  are  dying  of  curiosity  to  know  the  happy 
ride — It  is  Amy  Kobsart,  the  same  who,  to  make  up 
le  May-game  yesterday,  figured  in  the  pageant  as 
le  wife  of  his  servant  Varney." 
"  For  Ood's  sake,  madam,'*  said  the  Earl,  ap- 
roaching  her  with  a  mixture  of  hiimilitv,  vexation, 
nd  shame  in  his  countenance,  and  speaking  so  low 
s  to  be  heard  by  ho  one  else,  "  take  my  head,  as 
ou  threatened  ia  your  anger,  and  spare  me  these 
iimts!  Urge  not  a /ailing  man— tread  not  on  a 
rashed  worm." 

**  A  worm,  my  lordT*  said  the  Queen,  in  the  same 
>ne ;  *'  nay,  a  snake  is  the  nobler  reptile,  and  the 
tore  exact  shniHtude—the  frozen  snake  you  wot  of, 

'bich  was  warmed  in  a  certain  bosom" 

"  Pot  your  own  sake— for  mine,  madam,"  said  the 
arl — "  while   there  is    yet  some   reason   left   in 

le" 

"  Speak  akMid,  my  lord,"  said  Elizabeth,  '*and  at 
irther  distance,  so  please  you— your  breath  thaws 
ir  nifl*.  What  have  you  to  ask  of  us  1" 
"  Permisfflon."  said  the  unfoAunate  Earl,  humbly, 
to  travel  to  Cfumnor-Place." 
"  To  fetch  honie  your  bride  belike  1^ Why,  ay,— 
lat  is  but  right— for,  as  we  have  heard,  she  i9i 
idifierently  cared  for  there.  But,  my  lord,  you  ^ 
ot  in  person-^we  have  counted  upon  passing  certam 
ays  in  this  castle  of  Kenilworth,  and  it  were  slight 
)urtesy  to  leave  us  without  a  landlord  during  our 
Science  here.  Under  your  favour,  we  cannot  think 
I  incur  such  disgrace  in  the  eyes  of  our  sulyects. 
tessilian  shall  go  to  Cumnor-PIace  histead  of  you, 
ad  with  hhn  some  gentleniaa  who  hath  been  sworn 
r  our  oiamber,  lest  my  Lord  of  Leicester  should 
e  again  jedous  of  his  old  rivaL— Whom  wouldst 
ion  nave  to  be  in  commission  with  thee,  Tressiliani" 
Tressilian,  with  humble  deference,  suggested  the 
anie  of  Raleigh 


It 


Why,  ay,"  said  the  ^ueen;  *'80  GJod  ha*, me, 
lou  hast  naade  a  good  choice.  He  is  a  young  knight 
esides,  and  to  dehver  a  lafly  from  prison  is  an  appro- 
riate  first  adventurak-<himnor-Place  is  little  better 
lan  a  prison,  you  are  to  know,  my  locd^and  ladies, 
(esides,  there  are  certain  &itours  there  whom  we 
rould  wiUincdy  have  in  fast  keying.  You  will  fur- 
ish  them,  Master  Secretary,  with  the  warrant  ne- 
essary  to  secure  the  bodies  of  Richard  Vam^  and 
le  foreifi^n  Alasco,  dead  or  aUve.  Take  a  sufficient 
tret  with  you,  gentlemen- bring  the  lady  here  in  all 
onour— lose  no  time,  and  Gtod  bo  with  you  I" 
They  bowed,  and  left  the  presence. 
Who  shall  describe  how  the  rest  of  that  day  was 
;>ent  at  Kenilworth  1  The  Queen,  who  seemed  to 
ave  remained  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  morUfy- 
w  and  taunting  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  showed  hcr- 
Blf  as  skilful  m  that  female  art  of  vengeance,  as 
be  was  in  the  science  of  wisely  govermng  her  peo- 
le.  The  train  of  state  soon  caught  the  signal,  and, 
B  he  walked  among  his  own  splendid  preparations, 
Lord  of  Kenilworth,  in  his  own  Castle,  already 
jrienced  the  lot  of  a  disgraced  coiutier,  m  the 
ht  regard  and  cold  manners  of  ahenated  mends, 
the  ill-conc^ed  trmmph  of  avowed  and  open 
lemies.  Sussex,  from  his  natiural  miUtery  nrank- 
ess  of  disposiuon,  Burleigh  and  WalsmgnaroL  from 
icir  penetrating  and  prospective  sagacity,  and  some 
r  the  ladies,  from  the  compassion  of  their  sex,  were 
le  only  persons  in  the  crowded  court  who  retained 
>warda  him  the  countenance  they  had  borne  m  the 
loming.  J 

So  much  had  Lacester  been  accustomed  to  con- 

4H 


sider  court-favour  as  the  principal  object  of  his  life, 
that  an  other  sensations  were,  for  the  time,  lost  in 
the  agony  which  his  haughty  spirit  felt  at  the  suc- 
cesfflon  of  petty  insults  and  studied  neglects  to  which 
he  had  been  subjected )  but  when  he  retired  to  tus 
own  chamber  for  the  night,  that  long  fair  iress  of 
hah  which  had  once  secured  Amy's  letter,  fell  under 
his  observation,  and  with  the  infhience  of  a  counter- 
chum,  awakened  his  heart  to  nobler  and  more  natural 
feeungs.  He  kissed  it  a  thousand  times ;  and  while 
he  recollected  that  he  had  it  always  in  his  power  to 
shun  the  mortifications  which  he  had  that  day  un- 
dergone by  retiring  into  a  dignified  and  even  pnnce- 
like  seclusion,  with  the  heautjfiil  and  belov^  parmer 
of  his  future  ufk  he  felt  that  he  could  rise  above  the 
revenge  which  Elizabeth  had  condescended  to  take. 

Accordingly,  on  the  following  day,  the  whole  conduct 
of  the  EarToisplayed  so  much  dignified  equanimity ; 
he  seemed  so  solicitous  about  the  accommodations 
and  amusements  of  his  guests,  yet  so  iisdiifrerent  to 
then-  personal  demeanour  towards  him ;'  so  respect- 
fully distant  to  the  Queen,  yet  so  patient  of  her  har- 
rassing  displeasure,  that  Elizaoeth  changed  her 
manner  to  him,  and,  though  cold  and  distant,  ceased 
to  oner  bim  any  direct  anront.  She  intimated  also 
with  some  sharpness  to  others  around  her,  who 
thought  they  were  consulting  her  pleasure  in  show- 
ing a  neglectful  conduct  to  tne  Elarl,  that  while  they 
remained  at  Kenilworth,  they  ought  to  ehow  the 
civility  due  from  guests  to  the  Lord  of  the  Castle. 
Ia  short,  matters  were  so  far  changed  in  twenty-four 
hours,  that  some  of  the  more  expenenced  and  saga- 
cious courticre  foresaw  a  strong  possibility  of  Bi- 
cester's rsstoration  to  favour,  and  regulated  their  ds- 
.meanour  towards  him^  as  those  who  mig^t  one  day 
claim  nerit  for  not  havmg  deserted  him  in  adversitr. 
It  is  time,  however,  to  leave  these  intrigues,  and  fol- 
low Tressilian  and  Rialeigh  on  their  journey. 

The 'troop  consbted  of  silt  persons;  for,  besides 
Wayland,  they  had  in  company  a  royal  pureuivant 
and  two  stout  serving-men.  All  were  well  armed, 
and  travelled  as  fast  as  it  was  possible  with  justice 
to  their  horses,  which  had  a  long  journey  before  them. 
Thdy  endeavoured  to  procure  some  tidings  as  they 
rode  along  of  Yarney  and  his  party\  but  could  hear 
none,  as  they  had  travelled  in  the  dark.  At  a  small 
village  about  twelve  miles  fi-om  Kenilworth,  where 
they  gave  some  refreshment  to  their  horses,  a  poor 
clergyman,  the  curate  of  the  place,  came  out  of  a 
small  cottage,  and  entreated  any  of  the  company 
who  might  know  aught  of  surgery,  to  look  in  for  an 
instant  on  a  dying  man. 

The  empiric  Wayland  undertook  to  do  his  best, 
and  as  the  curate  conducted  him  to  the  spot^  he 
learned  that  the  man  had  been  found  on  the  high- 
road, about  a  mile  from  the  village,  by  labourers,  as 
they  were  going  to  their  work  on  the  preceding  qyom- 
ing,  and  the  curate  had  given  him  shelter  in  his  house. 
He  had  received  a  gun-shot  wound  which  seemed 
to  be  obviously  mortal,  but  whether  in  a  brawl  or 
from  robbera  tney  could  not  learn,  as  he  was  in  a 
fever,  and  spoke  nothing  connectedly.  Wayland 
entered  the  dark  and  lowly  apartment,  and  no  sooner 
had  the  curate  drawn  aside  the  curtain,  than  he 
knew  in  the  distorted  features  of  the  patient  the 
countenance  of  Michael  Lambourne.  Under  pre^ 
tence  of  seeking  something  which  he  wanted,  Way- 
land  hastily  apprized  his  fellow-travellera  of  this 
extraorainary  circumstance^  and  both  Tressilian 
and  Raleigh,  full  of  boding  apprehensions,  hastened 
to  the  curate's  house  to  see  the  dying  man. 

The  wretch  was  by  this  time  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  from  which  a  much  better  surgeon  than  Way- 
land  could  not  have  rescued  him,  for  the  bullet  had 
Eassed  clear  through  his  body.  He  was  sensible 
owever,  at  least  in  part,  for  he  knew  Tressilian,  aiui 
made  signs  Uiat  he  wished  him  to  stoop  over  his  bed.  , 
Tressflian  did  so.  and  after  some  inarticulate  mur- 
murs, in  which  the  names  of  Yarney  and  Lady  Lei- 
cester were  alone  distinguishable,  Lambourne  bade 
him  "make  haste,  or  he  would  come  too  late."  It 
was  in  vain  TressiUan  urged  the  patient  for  forther 
information ;  he  seemed  to  become  in  some  degree 
delinous,  and  when  he  agam  made  a  signal  to  attract 


KENU.  WORTH. 


HUT  for  the  puipiue  o 

„„„_  ^„  , ncte,  Gil«  GSodiM  0 

tbe  Bltck  Bev,  "  ibat  hs  hid  died  niuiout  Kii  nnoe 
■Act  nil."  A  convultian  verified  hia  wanli  a  (bv 
roinalea  after,  and  the  invellers  deriT«d  Dothing  froD 
having  mei  with  hm  aave  the  abscure  Teon  coDcem 
iag  the  Ale  ot  the  CoimteM,  vvhich  hii  dvinB  vnidi 
mn  calculated  to  convn,  and  which  induced 
10  urge  ibeujoumer  wiln  the  n '  — 


»  qieoLpreiu 
ihoM  wmeb  Ui 


CHAPTER  XLI. 


where  we  inlimated  that  Vamey,  poBsessed  of  the 
■ulboriiy  of  Ihe  Eiirl  of  Leicester,  uid  of  the  Queen'a 
e  effect,  hastened  ""   


3Kd  to  aet  linth  earir  m  thf  moriuiid  but  reflecliiut 
iBi  the  Earl  mil^l  relent  la  the  intnim,  and  aeek 
lather  inleniew  with  the  CcnuilcBi,  be  resolved 

!._  : 1;...  departure,  all  chance  of  wl 

nded  in  his  detecdon  and  ru 

., -jlled  for  LamboumE,  and  was 

mcomed  lo  Hnd  that  hi*  lm«tT  sitend- 
"   ■    the  neighboi  ""  " 


nandod    ibai  he   ahocld  r 
S  him  on  an  irnTnediate  ioun 


bouring 


n  .case  be  returned  aftei  h 


Id  the  meanwhile,  Y.ame>'  u) 
■ervant  called  Robin  "nder,  one 
rie*  of  Cuinnor-Place  were  ali 

tendance  ^ v  ^ —     ..  — m    . 

ter  resenibled  that  of  Lamboume,   though  he  « 


a  horae-lilter,  and . 

the  poatcm  gats.    Tie  naniral 

sAvuM  tt  hia  lady's  inaanip',  which  was  n. ..  .... 

veraallvbdiaved,  accounted  lor  the  secrecy  tviih  which 
■be  was  to  be  removed  fima  the  castle,  and  he  mk- 
onad  on  Ihe  same  apology  in  case  the  unforlunate 
Amy's  reauiance  or  acreains  sboold  reudei  such  ne- 
cessary. TIk  agency  o[  Anthony  Poster  was  indis- 
p^aable,  and  that  Vamey  now  went  la  secure. 

"niis  penwn,  naiurally  of  a  aonr  unaociBl  dispoai- 
non,  and  somewhet  nred,  beaidea,  with  hia  joume" 
from  Cumnor  to  Warwichahire.  in  order  to  brug  iL_ 
news  of  the  Counlesa'a  eacv>e,  had  early  eilricaled 
himself  from  the  crowd  of  waaaailers,  and  bettJun 
himsflif  tc  ^"  '* — *' —  ""^ —  L-  1---  --1  1 


lobruig  the 
I  eilricaled 

leif  to  bis  chamW,  ndiere  he  lav  aalecj),  when 
ley,  completely  nuipDed  for  invelling,  and  with 
■k  lanlemm  ma  hand,  entered  his  apartmenl.— 
ne  ijaused  on  instant  to  lislan  to  whai  hia  associate 
was  rourmuriilR  in  his  alee^  and  oould  plainly  dis- 
tinguiah  the  words,  "  Are  Maria — ora  pro  nobii — 
No — it  runa  nol  so— deliver  ua  from  evil— Ay,  so  it 

"Praying  in  his  Bleep."  aaid  Vamey ;   "and 
fbonding  hu  old  and  new  devotiona — He  must 

more  need  of  prayer  ere  t  am  done  wilb  him.    1 

ho  !  holy  man— moat  blesaed  penitent  I— Awake- 
awake  ! — The  devil  haa  not  discbarged  you  from  at- 


I; 


As  Vamey  at  the  same  time  ahook  the  aleeper 

-  irm.  it  changed  ■'■- '  -^  *•■-  '•* —    - 

lared  out,  "  Vbiev 


id  Ihe  c 


de- 
le BO  dear.'Wbere  Is  Janet  7 — laJsnet  siife?' 
"  Safe  enough,  thou  bellowing  fool  1"  aaid  Var- 
ney;  "  art  thou  not  Bshamed  Of  thy  clamour  T' 

Foster  by  this  time  was  broad  awake,  and,  aittibg 

UD  m  his  bed,  asked  Vamey  the  meaning  of  ao  un- 

imidy  s  visit.    "Itiugure  nothing  good,    be  added. 

Ahlae  prophecy,  moai  aain  led  Anthony,"  retum- 


duB  ID  broad  day,"  asjd  Fh 

at  this  deMl  kbur,  and  b  lb 
m  (by  pale  &c&  whtcE  li: 
ihy  light  wolds,  Icannettig 
that  M  lobedoM,  ihui^ 

Mittoaacoit  ihrchavbsd 

'  said  Foaler  :  "  then  knk'i 


, I"  aaid  Foster  i  "  MiE  ^ 

Mk'at  paler  and  paler." 

"Heecnot  my  countenance/'  aaidVsiney,  "la 
ee  ii  by  tbia  wretched  light-  Up  snd  tw  iimg,  lui 
-Think  of  Cumnor-PIace — ihilie  own  propa  ot™ 
_old— Why,  thou  mayst  found  a  weekly  lectsiote 
beaideB  endowing  Janet  like  a  banm'i  dughKr.- 
Seventy  pounds  and  odd." 

"  Seyenty-nine  pounds  five  ahilliiKs  ud  fm 
pence  halipemiy,  beatdea  the  value  of  the  woo^ 
said  Foster;  "and  I  am  to  have  il  sll  ss  coOTboii  f 
"  AD,  man — Bquirrels  and  all— no  (dpaj  itU  a 
the  value  of  a  broom— no  boy  so  coDch  ai  uiti 
binl^aoeaL  wiihoul  paying  (heeaqui[laaoe.—Af,lb 
IB  right— don  thy  matters  as  faBl  aa  piaBble  lam 
and  every  thing  are  ready,  all  save  that  acamai  li 
'.n  Lamboume,  who  ia  out  on  some  inAins!  pa 

"Ay,,  Sir  Richard."  saidFoatet.  "  I'on  wnnlil  Ok 
I  adVioe.  1  ever  told  you  that  drunken  pndint 
QUld  [sQ  you  at  need.  Now  I  coidd  have  b4> 
<u  to  a  sober  youns  man." 
"  WhsL  Mime  Elow-nwken,  long-breaibid  tn 
■    l7— Why,  we  riislllunit 


ongr«((Btion  7- 


iherof  iht — ^^ — _,,  _,  , 

for  such  also,  man-Beaven  be  praised, 
labourers  of  eveiy  kind. — Ay,   that  ia  ngoi-i 

iisioIb— Coiqe  now,  and  let  oa  away.' 

er  7"  aaid  Anthony. 

chamber— and,  mind— *e 


{phil 

"To  mt  lad,  -  ..    ___,  ._ 

ilong  with  ua.    Thou  an  nut  a  fellon 

ly  a  ahriek  7" 

"  Nol  if  Sctipmre-reaaoB  can  be  rendotd  fci  > 
ind  it  is  wriltea,  ^  wives,  obey  your  hus^uHlB^  b 
vil!  my  lord's  commands  bear  n»  outif  weoat  w 

"TuBh,msn!  here  is  hia  signet,"  animnilTa 
leyi  sml  having  thua  aikncM  Ihe  ol^lioDicfa 
'■^odate,   they  went  together   to  Lord  Bnudo^ 

artmentfi,  and  acquainting  the  senlind  wilb  &e 


The  horror  of  Amy  may  be  conceived,  wben,  it 
ing  from  a  broken  alumber,  she  saw  at  l»  M^ 
Vamey,  the  man  on  esrth  she  most  feared  Bsd  taw 
It  was  even  a  consolation  to  see  that  hem  v 
alone,  though  she  had  bo  much  reaaon  lo  dirail  t 
-""         >mpanion. 


"  Hadam, 


to  riimnor.Place.     See,  her^  ii , 

of  Jus  iiutant  and  presmng  commands?'  . 

M  IB  false!"  said  the  Countess :  "thou  but*" 
the  warrant,— thou,  who  ait  capable  of  evojtim 


from  the  biackeu  : 

"It  ia 
that  if  y 


Urn,"  tHilied  Vanari  » >* 
ot  inslantlir  arise,  and  prqivi  < 
at  compel  you  to  obey  owow* 


Compel  [—thou  dareal  noi  put  it 

baseas  thou  art,"  elclainud  the  unhappr  CeiM!* 
That  Rmaina  to  be  Droved,  madam,  a>i<v 
ney,  who  had  delermined  on  intunidaliott  selkoi 
means  of  subduing  her  high  ^liril ;  "  if  roo  ni  n ' 
It,  vou  wilt  And  me  a  rouSi  groom  of  Ina  csinit'' 
It  TO  at  diia  ihrMlthat  Amy  tcrcUMd  »>■ 


permit  her  to  be  tieated  wiih  unwomanly  violence. 

"  *"%  iiiB<l«iii,  wivea  miiai  obey  iteir  llUBbllndn— 
tl»^c'Bacnptllre  wacnnt  for  ii,"  said  Foster;  "and 
if  roD  vrill  are*s  yoonwltl  and  come  with  ub  panenity, 
nae'a  ao  ona  shall  lay  finger  on  you  wlule  J  can 
dnwapialol-lrifKer." 

Seans  no  hdp  airive,  and  comforted  even  by  the 
dD£f(ed  Isnsua^  o(  Fostrr,  the  Counleae  promised 
10  tiiae  anoarflM  heraelf,  if  they  would  agree  to  re- 
tire from  the  room-  Vamey  al  the  eame  lima  assured 
her  of  all  eafcty  and  honour  while  in  their  hands, 
end  promised,  thai  he  himself  would  not  approach 
her,  since  his  preaeace  waa  so  ditpleasins.  Her  hus- 
band, he  added,  would  he  at  Cumnor-Place  within 
iweniy-four  hours  after  Ihey  had  reached  it. 

Somewhat  comforted  hy  this  aasurance,  upon 
■rhich,  however,  she  saw  Qttle  reason  to  lely,  the 
inhappy  Amy  made  her  toilette  by  the  auistance  of 
the  bnlem,  which  they  left  inth  her  when  they 
luilted  the  aparunenl. 

Weeping,  trembling,  and  prayinfi,  the  unfortunate 
idydres»ed  haraelf.— with  sensauone  how  differeot 
Vom  the  days  in  which  »ho  was  wool  to  decorate 
leraelf  in  all  the  pride  of  conscious  beauty!  She 
'odearoured  to  delay  the  completing  her  dress  as 
ons  aa  ahe  could,  until,  terrified  by  the  impatience 
>f  Vamey,  she  was  obliged  to  declare  herself  ready 
1  Bllend  thetn. 

When  they  were  about  to  move,  the  Counle«8, 
Jung  to  Foster  with  such  sn  appearance  of  terror  at 
'arncy's  approach,  that  the  latter  proiesled  lo  her, 
cith  a  de^  oath,  that  he  had  no  intention  whaletcr 
if  even  commg  near  her.    "  If  yon  do  but  eonsec"  ■- 


jpur 


lesaid, 

urhfld  lo  (he  ci 


3  of  the  usher  whom  your  good 
■swUIl" 


■'  But  i' 


"Myl 

he  »ai  of  God,  and  lei  thai  be  Buffiuem  u,  mn.— i 
ritl  go  with  Hasler  Foaler  as  unresislingly  as  ever 
lid  a  Uteral  sacrifice.  He  is  a  btber  at  least ;  and 
rill  have  decency  if  not  hutnanity.  For  ihee,  Var- 
ley,  were  it  my  latest  word,  ihou  art  an  equal  aCrsD- 


lichael  Lamhourne. 

Prelted  as  he  was  with  bis  absence  Taroey  re- 
pisod  his  prott^teaervant  with  a  rebukef  


I  pro^ntel 


,     he  said,  "Ihy  idle- 

■■  and  debauched  folly  will  stretch  a  halter  ere  it 
long  J  stid  f ' —  ' 


re  not  how  soon  I" 


■erret  of  which  he  had  made  himself  maeier,  t 
recsvc  with  hie  wonted  humilicy.  "He  wou! 
no  insolence  of  language,"  he  said,  "from  th 

delamed  him  on  some  buemess  of  import,  an 
vraa  enough  lor  Taraey,  who  was  but  a  sem 

Vamey  was  not  a  little  aurpriaed  at  hia  a. 
tone  of  uisolence  ;  but  ascribing  it  to  Ihiuor,  si 
it  (a  pass  as  if  uDnoticed,  and  then  began  to  i 
with  Lamhoumo,  touching  hia  willijutnesa  to 
removing  out  of  tho  Earl  of  Ldcasiera  way  i 
aleele  to  a  rise,  which  would  put  it  in  his  po' 


"Look  you.  Sir  Richard,  and  so  forth,"  aai 
cnael,  "  some  are  wiser  than  same,  that  ia  one 
and  some  are  worse  than  some,  that's  snolh 
know  my  lord's  loind  on  this  matter  better  than 
for  ho  hath  trusted  msfidly  in  the  matter.  Ht 
hia  mandates,  and  hia  last  words  were,  H 
Lamboume— for  his  lordship  speaks  to  me  as  . 
tlemanof  tha  sword,  and  usath  not  the  words  c 
en  villmn.  or  such  like  phrases,  of  those  who 
—  , ._  i___ di(tiutiea— Vamey,  at- 


„  _  .^ iboumei  aays  hia 

uid  you  musi  bring  back  my  aignel  fnii 

f,"  replied  Veroey,  "said  he  so,  indoedl 
...  all,  then T' 
All — all— and  you  were  as  wise  to  make  a 


lethe< 


present,"  said  V 

when  my  kird  so  spoke  V 

"Not  a  breathing  creature,"  replied  Lambou 
"  Think  you  my  lord  would  trost  any  one  with 
matters,  save  an  approved  maa  of  action  like  mi 

"Most  true,"  aaid  Vamey;  and,  making  a  i 
be  looked  forward  oq  the  moonlipit  road, 
were  traveraiiig  a  wide  and  open  heath,  liii 
'  '       '  lesalamilebeforethem.  wasboibov" 


d  behind,  and.  there  * 


bang  al  least  a  mile  b 
and  ttaaiinB'    He  lo 

expanse  lif^tsd  by  ik,^ _, - 

man  beins  m  HghL  He  resumed  his  qieecb  lo 
bourne :  And  will  you  turn  upon  tout  maatei 
has  introduced  you  ut  this  caxeer  ctf  ccnrtUke  1 
—whose  apprentice  you  have  been,  Hiehasl- 
haa  taught  you  liie  depths  and  ahoUowa  of  coi 

''Michael  not  me!"  aaid  LambaariMt  "1  1 
name  wtti  brook  a  matttr  baton  it  as  well  a 
iheriBnd  as  to  (be  real,  if  I  have  been  an  appn 
my  indeature  is  out,  and  I  am  resolute  lo  set 
myself." 

'■  Take  thy  iiuitlance  first,  thou  fool  1"  said  Vi 
and  with  a  pistol,  which  be  had  fhr  some  lim 
in  his  hand,  shot  Lambounia  through  the  body 

The  wretch  fell  from  hia  horse,  wiihout  a 
groan ;  and  Varney  dismounting,  rified  his  po 

Men  l)y  robbers.  He  secured  the  Eari'a  p 
whii-h  »<ia  his  chief  object,  bul  he  also  look 
b<  "SB,  containing  some  gold  pieces,  l 

Ii<  hia  debauchery  had  MR  him,  and  1 

si  nbinalion  of  "°'''^  carried  il 

hi  le  length  of  a  amairnver,  which  c 

lb  o  which  be  threw  il  aa  far  as  be 

w  n  after  she  seema  totally  aubduat 

li  d  remoTseleaa  man  would  have  ftl 

K  i  had  he  pocketed  tha  ttw  piec 

lo  he  wrelch  whom  he  had  thua  rule 

irer  rdoaded  his  pistol,  aAei  deansi 
lo  trd  from  ihe  appeanncea  of  late  < 

a  le  calmly  after  (he  liller,  satiafyini 


which,  therefure,  he  was  deaireuB  il  should  be  Itunigiil 
b*d  n*Tet  reached  hia  h«nd. 

The  remainder  of  the  joumer  wis  made  with  ads- 
sree  of  iteed.  which  showed  ihe  iiille  care  theyhad 
for  The  health  of  the  unhappy  Counleaa.  They 
paiBfdonly  si  places  where  all  was  under  cheiT  <^in- 
mand,  and  where  ihe  lale  they  were  prepared  to  tell 
of  the  insane  Lady  Vamej'  would  have  oblained  ready 
credit,  had  she  made  an  Bilempi  to  appeal  to  (he  com- 
poseton  of  Ihe  few  persons  adniilted  to  see  her.  But 
Amy  saw  no  chance  of  obtaining  a  hearing  from  m 
to  whom  she  had  an  opportunity  of  addresnng  h( 
■df,  nnd,  besides,  was  too  lerrined  for  the  presen 

of  Vamey,  to  violate  the  implied ''••■ —    ■—■ ' 

which  she  was  lo  travel  free  from 

The  auII)oriIy  of  Vamey.  often  bo , „  -..- 

Earl's  pnvate  jonmeys  to  Cumnor,  readily  procured 
relays  of  homs  where  wanted,  so  that  they  ap- 
praached  Cumnor-Plsce  upon  the  night  after  they 
Wl  Kenil  worth. 

Al  this  period  of  the  journey,  Vamey  came  up  to 
the  rear  ofihe  litter,  as  be  had  done  before  repeatedly 


y,  iiiucii  Binniicu  ;      wiiy, 

•ip  me,  I  have  no  gold— I 

.  Ihou  alupid  hmte— who 

'  Koldt-If  I  did,  <«uld  I 

wars  to  came  SI  it  1— In 

on«  word,  thy  bed-chamber,  which  Ihou  hast  fenced 

BO  cuiiousir,  must  be   her  place  of  seclusion ;  and 

ihou.  thou  hind,  shall  press  her  pillows  of  down.— I 


ThiBlosi  consideration  rendered  Poe 
hs  only  asked  pet 


rtoblr ; 


illyoulaste; 

"  O  no,  no — my  ehambf 


-  my  eharober. 


LIT  lUiK^t  he  led  ihe 


Wilh  all  my  heart,"  answered  Poa 
secure  it  on  the  outside;"  i 

'  :>  a  part  of  the  bnilotm;  wnere  Amy  nau  never 
and  conducted  her  up  a  stair  of  great  bright. 
'«!  by  oneof  iheold  «umen  with  a  lamn.    At 

of  theetoir,  which  etemed  of  slmosi 

-oBBetl  B  short  wooden  galleir. 


surable  heiiriiL  ihey  croiietl  a  short  wooden  gi 
formed  of  blncli  oak.  and  very  narrow,  al  the  f 


F,  little  0 


n  Ibei 


the  lamp  to 
c  t^ouniese,  wiinoui  mncr  onenng  or  permitling 
e  attendance  of  the  old  woman  who  had  carried  ii. 
^e  lady  Blood  not  on  ceremony,  but  taking  it  hastily, 
irred  the  door,  and  serurcd  il  with  (he  ample  meant 
ovided  on  the  inside  for  that  purpose. 
Vamey,  meanwhile,  had  lurked  bchiod  on  the  stairs 
It  heanriR  ihe  door  bnrred.  he  now  came  up  on  [■>- 
e,  and  Poster,  winking  lo  him,  pointed  with  srff- 
iinplBcpnce  to  a  piece  oTconisalaf  macbinerymtlie 


ner  of  a  drawbi 

lion  between  uie  door  ol  tne  ben-room,  wliicii  de 
ususliy  inhsbiieil,  and  the  landing-place  of  tbehigb 
winding-stair  wliifh  aacended  lo  il.  Tae  rope  h) 
which  this  machinery  was  wroughl  wai  genenllf 
carried  within  the  bedchamber,  it  being  Foaier'sat 
jeet  to  provide  against  invasion  from  withouli  Tml 


I.  Ihs  cord  had  bi 


he  landinj;. 
?0l^BT.  villi 
uiiBuspecldi 


niatiere  ready,  and  spurring  hia  horse,  he  poeied  bc- 

pacea  behind  il,  it  remained'  only  attended  by  Tider. 

When   Ihev  had  arnvnl    ni  Cumnor  Place,    iho 

and  showed  much 

idem,"  said  Foster, 
ind  gt«]tly  leriified 


replied  Foster.    "My  lord  comes  hither  to-morrow, 
snd  dqubileBs  you  will  make  your  own  ways  good 

"But  doea  he  come  hither  1— does  he  indeed,  good 

"OBy,goodPasierI"  replied  Ibcolher.  "  But  what 
Foster  shall  I  be  to-morrow,  when  you  speak  of  me 
lo  my  lord--ihough  sit  1  have  done  was  lo  obey  his 


VampylookedwilhgrcalBtlentionBlthcmachiwiT. 
and  pulped  more  than  once  down  the  abyss  which 
was  njien  by  the  fall  of  the  trap-door.  It  was  dui 
as  pitch,  and  seemed  profoundFy  deg^  going^  Fo* 
ler  mformcd  hia  confederate  in  a  whiqier,  nigh  to  llv 
lowest  vault  of  the  Caatle,  Vamey  cast  onee  more  i 
fiipd  and  long  look  do»n  into  this  sable  g«lf,  >ui 
Ihrn  followed  Faster  to  the  part  of  the  manor-boiiK 
if.ost  usually  inhabjlcrf. 

"■-in   thli'  «         ■  ■      ' 


ntioneft,  Vomcy 
,  and  some  of^il 


.  .., foster  10  get  them  BW- 

,.,.,  .,.-  „.  Ihe  choicest  wine.     "  I  wiU  wek 

Alaaco,"  hu  added  ;   "we  have  work_  for  him  to  do, 

Foster  Broaned  at  this  intiraslion,  bul  made  no  ir- 
monstrance.      The  old  woman  aseured  Vamey  tJH 

let's  departure,  living  nerpeniol I y  ahutiminthelaboii- 
to™,  and  talk ipR  as  i/lhe  worlJ's  connnuince deixfi- 
dtd  on  what  he  was  doing  ihete. 

I  will  teach  him  ihal  the  world  balh  other  claani 
on  him,''  said  Vamey,  seizing  a  light,  and  goina  m 
queal  of  the  alchemist.  He  reiura^,  Aa  a  conia*- 
able  absence,  very  pale,  but  yei  with  hia  habinial  mm 
on  his  cheek  and  noaliil— "  Our  friend,"  he  ud. 

"  Howl  what  mean  youT'  said  Foatei— "Ran  swij 
—Red  with  my  forty  poundB  that  should,  have  biefl 
multiplied  a  thousand  fold  1  I  will  have  Hue  iM 

"l  will  tell  thoc  a  surer  way,"  said  VsmT-,, , 
"  How  ?  which  way  exclaimed  Poster:  "  1  willlMt 
hack  my  forty  pounds— I  deemed  them  as  suidf  • 
Ihousand  limes  multiplied -I  will  have  back  myin-poi, 
at  Ihe  least," 

"Gohnng  thi-aelf,  then,  and  auB  AUsco  in  the  De- 
vil's Court  of  Chancery,  for  Ihilher  he  has  camcdihf 

"How!— whai  dosi  Ihou  mean— is  he  dead?" 


ICokT.  XLI. 
"Ay,  tnl]yi^b^"^llidVBnlHT| 


b:enilw(hith. 


"  Ay,  truly  i^b^"  Mid  VaniHT  ["and  properiy  swoln 
lunof  in  U10  rv»  and  bod^ — He  had  bcfls  mixioff 
■OQM  of  bia  devil*!  msdiciiiei^  tad  tbe  gloM  niaak 
whtcb  ha  UMd  coDHtuidy  had  ullan  from  nia  fac^  so 
thai  the  aublle  poison  galered  the  brain,  and  did  its 


nl-Had  ho, 

"  Nay,  1  \aoktid  not  but  at  the  dead  canion,"  an- 
swoed  Vamev;  "an  ugly  apectacle— he  was  awoln 
like  a  ooipae  Inree  dsya  exposed  on  the  wheel— Pah  I 


"  Towbil  purpoaet  >aid  Vainey;  "  1  have  seen 
and  smeUed  eaough  (a  spcul  myappetile.  I  broke  the 
^_j —  ■ ''-■■■]  ifieair—il  reeked  of  aul- 


window,  however,  a 


iioftl 


.  Demc 


■eU1"  aaid Poster,  still  hcntaong;  "I  have  heard  he 
ii  powetful  u  such  limM,  and  with  such  people." 

■"  Still,  if  it  iBtTe  (hat  Saian  of  thine,'"  answer- 
ed Tamey,  "who  thus  jodos  Ihy  imaginadan,  ihou 
an  in  penect  aafety,  unless  he  is  a  most  uncoD- 
scionable  devil  indaed.    He  hath  had  two  good  sops 

"  How  ItM  ■ops— whal  mean  you  1"  said  Fostei^ 
"  what  mean  youT' 

"  Too  will  know  in  time,"  said  Tamey  |— "  sod 
than  this  other  banqoel— but  ihou  will  esteem  Ba  too 

icklothe 


)r,  with  his  fiice  muffled  in  his  cloak,  ihrewiiHoaeii- 
'.back,  and  eiclaimod,  "SuielynevCT  wss  a  woman 
nl  enout^  to  nef(lect  so  fait  an  (H>poit)imly  of  ea- 

Peihapa  she  is  resolved,"  said  Fosler,  ",IQ  aWtit 

"  True  I—moat  true,"  said  Vame;,  mahiDgoal,  "I 
ad  not  thought  of  that~belbre." 
In  less  than  two  loinutea.  Foster,  who  remainsd  b»- 
ind,  hesrd  the  tread  of  s  horse  in  ihe  eoon-yaid,  and 
len  a  whistle  nmilar  to  that  which  was  the  Earl's 
Hualsi^al: — tlieinatant  after,  the  door  of  the  Coud- 
.as'a  chamber  opened,  and  in  the  aame  moment  the 
trsp-door  gave  way.    There  was  a  ruahing  aound— a 
heovy  fall— a  faint  groan— and  all  wbb  over. 
At  the  name  instant,  Vamey  callod  in  at  the  window, 
an  accent  and  tone  which  was  an  indesctibable 
ixIUTB  betwiit   horror  and  raillery,  "  Is  the  bild 
.nt^t7— i>  the  deed  doner' 
"  O  Qad,  forsive  us  I"  replied  Anthony  Foster. 
"  Why,  thou  fool,"  aaid  Vamey,  "  thy  toil  is  sndsd, 
and  thy  reward  secure.     Look  down  iuto  the  vanll— 
what  seesl  thou  7" 
"  I  BBS  only  a  hesp  of  white  clothes,  like  a  anow- 


Tony 


"  I  alwavs  fbiB 
teri"butli 
Ihe  worid  v 


..  would  land  there  1"  said  Pos- 

Sir  Richard,  howler 

..  .>.«.»jt  blame  thee,"  aaid  Tamey,  '*  I  ahould  be 
reluctant  to  do  that  myaelf— we  misa  Alaaco  and  his 
nunna  sorslyj  ay,  and  tbe  dog  Lamboume." 

"  Why,  where  tsiiies  Lamboume  1"  esid  Anthony. 

"Ask  no  questions,"  said  Tarney,  "  ihou  will  see 
him  one  dsy,  if  thy  crsed  is  true.— Bui  to  oui  graver 
tnatler. — I  will  leach  thee  a  spiing,  Toney,  to  cstch 
s  pewit — yonder  trap^looi^-yonder  ^mcrack  of 
ibiiie,  will  remain  secure  in  sppearanee,  will  it  not, 
■'■--'-  the  supports  are  withdrawn  beneath  1" 

marry,  wdl  it,"  said  Foateri  "  so  long  as  il 


"^y. 


"^^' ^ 

"Why,  (hen, "she i 


"  said  Foster  1  " 
10  attempt  at 


the  lady 

y,   "  her  wei^t  would ,  . 

A  mouse's  weight  would  do  it,"  said  Pi 

■an...  .L "-idieainaltemptiiuthero 

... , 1  helpit,  honesl  Toney 

.  bed,  we  will  adjust  our  project  to-morro    . 

On  the  noil  day,  whoi  eyenmg  approached^  Vamey 


nmmoned  Poster  „ 

lUer  and  Foater's  old  msn-serva 
Isiiraed  errand  down  to  the  village, 

mU,  ss  if  aniious  to  see  that  the 

no  waul  of  acoommodalian,  visited  her  i 
flnement    He  was  so  much  staggered 


)f  their  plau. 
id  Anthony  him- 


\  kepi  it 


1  incatnale  fiend  I"  n^ilisd 
lolhing  more— she  is  Bons  1" 


Duld  hi 


SSSES 


lbs 


Earl's  call  »o  we^,. 

"  "th,  if  there  be  judgToenl  in  Heaven,  iboubaslde- 

Jil,"BaidFoeler,    and  wilt  meet  ill— Thou  hast 

destroyed  her  by  means  of  her  best  aflbcnons— It  is  a 
seething  oflhe  kid  in  the  mother's  milk!" 

"Thou  art  a  fanatical  as^"  replied  Tamey ;  "let 

now  think  how  the  alarm  ahould  be  Riven,— the 

body  is  lo  remain  where  it  is." 

But  their  wickedneea  waa  I 
ger;- for  even  while  they  Wi 
Treasilian  and  Raleigh  broki 
obtained  admittance  by  meaj 
Borvant,  whom  they  had  secu 

Anthony  Poster  fled  on  the 
ing  each  comer  and  pass  ol 
escaped  all  search.  But  Vi 
spot ;  snd,  instesd  of  expresair 
he  had  done,  seemed  to  taki 
pointing  out  to  Ibem  the  re 
Countess,  while  at  the  aami 
show  that  he  had  any  share 
pairing  grief  of  IWailiaiL  o 

lovely  and  so  beloved,  was 
compelled  to  have  him  rem 
fbrce,  while  he  himself  asson 


irof  iti 


,„_ __„ the  mild- 

, which  she  aeemoi  to  endurf 

her  oonfinemenl,  that  be  could  not  help  eaniCTtly  re- 
commending Co  aet  not  to  croas  the  threshold  of  hei 
room  on  any  account  whatever,  until  Lord  Leicester 

■bouldconu   "■"   ■^"'^--^1-^   "• '■-J 

willbe  veryi 


"  Which,"  he  adJed,  ' 

will  be  very  soon."  Amy  patienily  promiBS 
would  teaisn  herself  to  her  fate,  and  Foele 
to  his  hsidencd  companion  with  his  consd 
cased  of  the  perilous  load  that  weighed  i 
' '  <-  —  '•  1 :j.   "  surely  in  ■ 


Qod, 
teturiied 


X  half. 


le  aye  of  Tamey,  with- 


nn,  made  very  lit- 

»«!,«,  i..  .  ,»»..  for  his  ftankneaa.  that  thoo^ 
much  of  what  he  confessed  could  only  have  attached 
to  him  by  suspicion,  yet  such  auspicion  would  have 
been  aumcieni  to  deprive  him  of  Leicester'B  confi- 
dence, and  to  destroy  all  hie  towcKng  plans  of  am- 
bition. "  I  waa  not  bora."  be  said,  "^todragpn  the 
remamdar  of  life  a  degraded  outcael,— nor  wilt  I  so 
die,  ihat  my  fate  ahalT  make  a  hohday  to  the  vulgar 


jese  words  it  was  apprehended  bebsd  some 
in  himself,  and  be  was  careiiilly  deprived 
ins  by  which  such  could  he  CBTriin  into  ac- 
Bulldteaomeof  lheheroeaofanti9uity,he 
wut  bis  penun  a  amalt  quantity  of  strong 
spared  probably  by  the  celebrated  Dsme- 
co.      Having  swallowed  this  jMlion  ovsr- 
_., .._  was  found  neil  morninedead  m  his  edit 
did  he  appear  to  have  suffered  mocb  agpOT,  his 
presenting,  even  in  death,  the  ItBDilual 
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CHAPTER   I. 


I  •torn  had  eMtnd  its-wiatrj*  row, 
dMh  the billowt  otthtmtn 
■■t  wbd  on  Thole's  desert  shore, 
Criss,  HftTe  I  burnt  njr  harp  fbr  theel 


That  long,  narrow,  and  irregular  island,  usiially 
called  the  mainland  of  Zetland  becaoae  it  is  by  fiu 
die  largest  of  that  Archipelago,  terminates,  as  is  well 
known  to  the  mariners  who  navigate  the  stormy  seas 
which  surround  the  Thule  of  the  ancients,  in  a  cliff 
of  immense  height,  entitled  Sumbura^-Head,  which 
presents  its  bare  scalp  and  naked  sides  to  the  weight 
of  a  tremendous  surge,  forming  the  extreme  point  of 
the  isle  to  the  south-east  This  lofty  promontory  is 
constandr  exposed  to  the  current  of  a  strong  and 
furious  tide,  which,  setting  in  betwixt  the  Orkney  and 
Zetland  Islands,  and  n.nnmg  with  force  only  inferior 
to  that  of  the  Pinitland  Frith,  takes  its  name  from  the 
headland  we  have  mentioned,  and  is  called  the  Roost 
of  Sumbnrgh;  rooat  being  the  phrase  assigned  in 
those  isles  to  currents  of  this  description. 

On  the  land  side,  the  promontory  is  covered  with 
short  grass,  and  slopes  steeply  down  to  a  Uttie  isth- 
mus, upon  which  the  sea  has  encroached  in  creeks, 
which,  advancing  fix>m  either  side  of  the  island  gra- 
dually work  their  wav  forward,  and  seem  as  if  m  a 
^lort  tune  they  would  form  a  junction,  and  altogether 
insulate  Sumburgh-Head,  when  what  is  now  a  cape, 
wilj  become  a  lonely  mountain  islet,  severed  from  the 
mainland,  of  which  it  is  at  present  the  terminating 
extremity. 

Man,  however,  had  in  former  days  considered  this 
as  a  remote  or  unlikely  event ;  for  a  Norwegian  chief 
of  other  times,  or,  as  other  accounts  said,  and  as  the 
name  of  Jarlshof  seemed  to  imply,  an  ancient  Earl  of 
the  Orkneys  had  selected  this  neck  of  land  as  the 
place  for  establishing  a  mansion-house.  It  has  been 
long  entirely  deserted,  and  the  vestiges  only  can  be 
discerned  with  difficulty ;  for  the  loose  sand,  borne 
»n  the  tempestuous  gales  of  those  stormy  regions,  has 
overblown,  and  ahnost  buried,  the  ruins  of  the  build- 
ings ;  but  m  the  end  of  the  seventeeth  century,  a  part 
)f  the  Earl*8  mansion  was  still  entire  and  habitaole. 
ft  was  a  rude  building  of  rough  stone,  with,  nothing 
ibout  it  to  gratify  the  eye,  or  to  excite  the  imagina- 
:ion ;  a  laige  old-fashioned  narrow  house,  with  a  venr 
iieep  roo^  covered  with  flags  composed  of  gray  sand- 
ttone,  would  perhaps  convey  the  best  idea  of  the 
)lace  to  a  moaern  reader.  The  windows  were  few, 
i^ery  small  in  size,  and  distributed  up  and  down  the 
>uilding  with  utter  contempt  of  regularity.,  /Vgainst 
he  mam  structure  had  rested,  in  lormer  times,  cer- 
ain  smallo'  copartments  of  the  mansion-house,  con- 
aining  offices,  or  subordinate  apartments,  necessary 
or  the  acconmiodation  of  the  Earl's  retainers  and 
nenials.  But  these  had  become  ruinous;  and  the 
afters  had  been  taken  down  for  fire-wood,  or  for 
»ther  purposes ;  the  walls  had  given  way  in  many 
»laces;  and,  to  complete  the  devastation,  the  sand 
lad  already  drifted  amongst  the  ruins,  and  filled  up 
vhat  had  been  once  the  chambers  they  contamed,  to 
he  depth  of  two  or  three  feet..  -  .    ,  .   ^ 

Amid  this  desolation,  the  inhabitants  of  Jarlshof 
lad  contrived,  by  constant  labour  and  attention,  to 
teep  in  order  a  few  roods  of  land,  which  lu^  beai 
mdosed  as  a  garden,  and  which,  aheltersd  by  tne 
(rails  of  the  house  itself;  from  Uie  relentless  s«t-blait, 
nroducad  such  vegetables  as  the  chmate  could  bnng 
brth,  or  rather  as  the  sea-gale  would  permit  to  grow  i 
or  these  lalanda  experience  even  less  of  the  rigour  of 


cold  than  is  enoonntered  on  the  mainlnn^l  of  Scor- 
land ;  but,  unsheltered  by  a  wall  of  some  sort  or 
other.  It  IS  scarce  possible  to  raise  even  the  most  ordi- 
nary cuhnaiy  yegeubles :  and  as  for  shrubs  or  tree% 
they  are  entirely  out  of  the  question,  such  is  the  fovoe 
of  the  sweeping  sea-blast 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  mansion,  and  near  tp 
the  sea-beach,  just  where  the  creek  forms  a  sort  of 
imperfect  harbour^  in  which  lay  three  or  four  fishing- 
boats,  there  were  a  few  most  wretched  cottages  for 
the  inhabiunts  and  tenanta  of  the  townahm  of  Jarl- 
shof who  held  the  whole  district  of  the  lanolord  upon 
such  terms  as  were  in  those  days  usually  grantea  to 
persons  of  this  description,  and  which  of  course,  were 
hard  enough.  Thelandlordhimself  resided  upon  an 
estate  which  he  possessed  in  a  more  eligible  situatioiL 
in  a  di&rent  part  of  the  island,  and  seldom  visited 
his  possessions  at  Sumbiugh-Head.  He  was  an 
honest,  plain  Zetland  gendeman,  somewhat  paasion- 
ate,  the  necessary  result  of  being  surrounded  by  de- 
pendents; and  somewhat  over-convivial  in  his  habit% 
the  consequence  perhaps,  of  having  too  much  time  at 
his  disposal ;  but  fi«nk-tempered  and  generous  to  his 
people,  and  kind  and  hospitable  to  strangers.  He  was 
descended  also  of  an  old  and  noble  Norw^an  familv ; 
a  circumstance  which  rendered  him  dearer  to  the 
lower  orders,  most  of  whom  are  of  the  same  race; 
while  the  lairds,  or  proprietors,  are  generally  of  Scot- 
tish extraction,  who,  at  that  early  period,  were  stfll 
considered  as  strangers  and  intruders.  MajniusTroa, 
who  deduced  his  descent  from  the  very  Ban  who  was 
supposed  (o  have  founded  Jarlshof|  was  peculiarly  of 
thisopinioiL 

The  present  inhabitants  of  Jarlshof  had  experi- 
enced, on  several  occasions  the  kindness  and  good 
will  of  the  proprietor  of  the  territory.  When  Mr. 
Mertoun— such  was  the  name  of  the  present  inhal»- 
Unt  of  the  old  mansion—first  arrived  in  Zetland, 
some  years  before  the  story  commence*,  he  had  been 
received  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Troil  with  Uiat  warm 
and  cordial  hospitality  for  which  the  lalands  are  dis- 
tinguished. No  one  asked  him  whence  he  came, 
where  he  was  going,  what  was  his  purpose  m  vimting 
so  remote  a  comer  of  the  empire,  or  what  was  likely 
to  be  the  term  of  his  stay.  He  arrived  a  perfect 
stranger,  yet  was  instantly  overpowered  by  a  succes- 
sion ^invitations ;  and  in  each  house  which  he  visited 
he  found  a  home  as  long  as  he  chose  to  accept  it,  and 
liv^  as  one  of  the  family,  unnoticed  and  unnoticmg, 
until  he  thou^dit  proper  to  remove  to  some  other  dwell- 
ing. This  apparent  indifference  to.  the  rank,  cha- 
racter, and  guahties  of  their  guest,  did  not  arise  from 
apathy  on  the  part  of  his  kind  hosts,  for  the  islanders 
had  their  fiill  share  of  natural  curiosity ;  but  their 
ddicacy  deemed  it  would  be  an  infringement  upon  the 
laws  of  hospitality^  to  ask  questions  which  theu-  guest 
might  have  founa  it  difficult  or  unpleasing  to  answer ; 
imd  instead  of  endeavouring  as  is  usual  in  other  cqun- . 
tries,  to  wring  out  of  Bfr.  Mertoun  such  communica- 
tions as  he  might  find  it  agreeable  to  withhoki,  tha 
considerate  Zetlanders  contented  themselves,  with 
eagerly  gathering  up  such  scraps  of  information  as 
could  be  collected  in  the  course  of  conversation. 

But  the  rock  in  an  Arabian  desert  is  not  more 
reluctant  to  aflbrd  water,  than  Mr.  Basil  Mertown 
was  niggard  ia  imparting  his  confidence,  even  met- 
dentally;  and  certainly  the  pohteneas  of  the  gentzy 
of  Thule  was  never  put  to  a  more  severe  test  than 
when  they  felt  that  aood-breeding  eiqoiDed  them  to 
abstain  from  mquinng  into  the  situation  of  fo  mys- 
terious a  personage. 


THE  PIRATE. 
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•  An  that  wai  actaallf  known  of  him  was  eaaily 
■ammed  up.  Mr.  Mertoun  had  come  to  LainricK, 
then  rising:  into  some  importance,  but  not  yet  ac- 
knowledged as  the  prlnctpal  town  of  the  island,  in  a 
Dutch  vessel,  accompanied  only  by  his  son,  a  hand- 
some boy  of  about  fourteen  years  old.  His  own  age 
might  exceed  forty.  The  Dutch  skipper  introduced 
him  to  some  of  the  very  ^ood  fiiends  with  whom  be 
used  to  barter  gin  and  gingerbread  for  little  Zetland 
bullocks,  smoked  geese,  and  stockings  of  larabswool; 
and  although  Meinheer  could  only  sav,  that  "  Mein- 
heer  Mertoun  had  bay  his  passage  like  one  gentle- 
mans,  and  hab  given  a  Kreitz-dollar  beside  to  the 
crew,  this  introduction  served  to  Mtablish  the  Dutch- 
man's passenger  in  a  reQ>ectable  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances, which  gradually  enlarged,  as  it  appearra  that 
the  stranger  was  a  man  of  considerable  acquirements. 

This  discovery  was  made  almost  per  fm-ct ;  for 
Mertoun  was  as  unwilling  to  qpeak  upon  general  sub- 
fects,  as  upon  his  own  affairs.  But  he  was  sometimes 
led  mto  discussions,  which  showed,  as  it  were  in 
spite  of  himself  the  scholar  and  the  man  of  the  world ; 
and,  at  other  times,  as  if  in  requital  of  the  hospitality 
which  he  experienced,  he  seemed  to  compel  himself 
against  his  fixed  nature,  to  enter  into  the  society  of 
those  around  him,  especially  when  it  assnimed  the 
mve,  melancholy,  or  satirical  cast,  which  best  suited 
the  temoer  of  his  own  mind.  Upon  such  occasions, 
the  Zetlanders  were  universally  of  opinion  that  he 
must  have  had  an  excellent  education,  neglected  only 
in  one  striking  pardcular,  namely,  that  Mr.  Mertoun 
scare  knew  the  stem  of  a  ship  from  the  stem :  and  in 
the  management  of  a  boat,  a  cow  could  not  oe  more 
ignorant.  It  seemed  astonishing  such  gross  igno- 
rance of  the  jnost  necessary  art  of  life  (in  the  Zetland 
Isles  at  least)  should  subsist  along  with  his  accom- 
phshments  in  other  respects ;  but  so  it  was. 
^  Unless  called  forth  in  the  manner  we  have  men- 
tioned, the  habits  of  Basil  Mertoun  were  retirod  and 
gloomy.  From  loud  mirth  he  instantly  fled;  and 
even  the  moderated  cheerfulness  of  a  fnendly  party, 
had  the  invariable  effect  of  throwing  him  into  deeper 
defection  than  even  his  usual  demeanour  indicated. 

Women  are  always  particularly  desirous  of  invesd- 
gating  mystery,  and  of  alleviating  melancholy,  es- 
pecially when  these  circumstances  are  united  in  a 
handsome  man  about  the  prime  of  Kfe.  It  is  possible, 
therepre,  that  amongst  the  fair-haired  and  blue-eyed 
daughters  pf  Thule  this  mysterious  and  pensive 
stran^sr  might  have  found  some  one  to  take  upon 
herself  the  task  of  consolation,  had  he  shown  any 
willingness  to  accept  such  kindly  offices;  but,  far 
frpnj  doing  so,  he  seemed  even  to  shun  the  presence 
of  the  sex,  to  which  in  our  distresses,  whether  of 
mmd  or  body,  we  generally  apply  for  pity  and  comfort 

To  these  pecuhanties  Mr.  Mertoun  added  another, 
which  was  particularly  disagreeable  to  his  host  and 
^ncipal  patron.  Magnus  TroU.  This  magnate  of 
Zetland,  descended  by  the  father's  side,  as  we  have 
already  said,  from  an  ancient  Norwegian  family,  by 
the  marriage  of  its  representative  with  a  Danish  lady, 
held  the  devout  opinion  that  a  cup  of  Geneva  or 
Nantx  was  specific  against  all  cares  and  afflictions 
whatever.  These  were  remedies  to  which  Mr.  Mer- 
toun never  applied ;  his  drink  was  water,  and  water 
alone,  and  no  persuasion  or  entreaties  could  induce 
him  to  taste  any  stroneer  beverage  than  was  afforded 
by  the  pure  spring.  Now  this  Magnus  Troil  could 
not  tolerate;  it  was  a  defiance  to  the  ancient  north- 
em  laws  of"  conviviality,  which,  for  his  own  part,  he 
bad  so  ngidly  observed,  that  although  he  was  wont 
to  assert  that,  he  had  never  in  his  life  gone  to  bed 

"™"ij'i-^^"®t  *■»  .'"  °*^  °^"  wsMKi  of  the  word,)  it 
would  have  bera  impossible  to  prove  that  he  had  ever 
resigned  himself  to  slumber  in  a  state  of  actual  and 
alwolute  sobnety.  It  may  be  therefore  asked.  What 
did  iliis  stranger,  bring  into  society  to  compensate 
the  displeasure  given  by  his  austere  and  abstemious 
habits  ?  He  had,  in  the  first  place,  that  manner  and 
self-importance  which  mark  a  person  of  some  conse- 
SSf,S?®'A"^  although  It  was  conjectured  that  he 
22^1  J?.^  ^  r*^*^'  y.®f  "  ^'^  .ceruinly  known  by  his 
expendinye  that  neither  was  he  absolutely  poor.  He 
Had,  beaideai  aoma  powen  of  conversation,  when,  as 


we  have  already  hinted,  he  chose  to  exert  them,  and 
his  misanthropy  or  aversion  to  the  business  SLod  in- 
tercourse of  ormnary  life,  was  oft^i  fxpwaaeid  in  an 
antithetical  manner,  which  passed  for  wit,  when  bet- 
ter was  not  to  be  had.  Above  all,  Mr.  Mertoon's 
secret  seemed  hnpenetrabl^  and  his  pieeenoe  had  all 
the  interest  of  a  nddle,  which  men  K>ve  to  read  over 
and  over  because  they  cannot  find  oat  tbs  meaning 
of  it. 

Notwithstanding  these  recommendataona,  Mertotra 
differed  in  so  many  material  points  from  his  host, 
that  after  he  had  been  for  snme  time  a  gneet  at  his 
principal  residence,  Magnus  Troil  was  agreeably  sur- 
prised when,  one  evening  after  they  had  sat  two  ncRirs 
in  absolute  silenc^  drinking  brsndy  and  watn-,— that 
is,  Magnus  drinking  the  alcohol,  and  Mertoun  the 
element, — the  guest  asked  his  host's  pcrmis^xi  to 
occupy,  as  his  tenant,  this  deserted  mansion  of  Jiri- 
shof,  at  the  extremity  of  the  territory  called  DunrDss- 
ness,  and  situated  just  beneath  Sumburgfa-Hcad. 
"  I  shall  be  handsomely  rid  of  him,"  quoth  M«gm* 
to  himself^  "  and  his  knl-joy  visage  will  nevo-  again 
stop  the  bottle  in  its  round.  His  d^arture  will  n»& 
me  in  lemons,  however,  for  his  mere  look  was  qmn 
sufficient  to  sour  a  whole  ocean  of  punch." 

Yet  the  kind-hearted  Zetlandcr  generously  and  dis- 
interestedly remonstrated  with  Mr.  Mertoun  on  the 
solitude  and  inconveniences  to  which  he  was  about 
to  subject  himself.  "There  were  scarcely,"  he  said, 
**even  the  most  ncceseary  articles  of  furmture  in  ths 
old  house — there  was  no  society  within  many  miles 
—for  provisions,  the  principal  article  of  food  would 
be  sour  sillocks,  and  his  only  company  gulls  siki 
gannets." 

"  My  good  friend,"  replied  Mertoun,  "  if  you  cooH 
have  named  a  circumstance  which  would  render  the 
residence  more  eligible  to  me  than  any  other,  h  ii 
that  there  would  be  neither  human  luxiny  niH-  human 
society  near  the  place  of  my  retreat ;  a  shelter  from 
the  weather  for  my  own  head,  and  for  the  bojr'flu  is  afi 
I  seek  for.  So  name  your  rent,  Mr.  Troil,  and  let  me 
be  your  tenant  at  Jarlshof." 

"^Rent?"  answered  the  Zetlander :  "why,  no  great 
rent  for  an  old  house  which  no  one  has  lived  in  anoe 
my  mother's  time— God  rest  her !— and  as  for  sfaeltcf; 
the  old  walls  are  thick  enough,  and  will  bear  many  a 
bang  yet.  But,  Heaven  love  you,  Mr.  Mertoun.  thmk 
what  you  are  proposing.  For  one  of  us  tolive  at 
Jarlshof,  were  a  wild  scheme  enough  ;  but  you,  who 
are  from  another  country,  whether  EInglish,  Scotch, 
or  Irish,  no  one  can  tell"^ 

"Nor  does  it  greatly  matter,"  said  Mcrtoim,  some- 
what abruptly. 

"Not  a  herring's  scale,"  answered  the  Laiid: 
"only  that  I  like  you  the  better  for  being  no  Scot,  as  I 
trust  you  are  not  one.  Hither  they  have  come  :ike 
the  clack-geese— every  chamberlain  has  brought  over 
a  flock  of  his  own  name,  and  his  own  hatcmn^  i^ 
what  I  know,  and  here  they  roost  for  cvei^  catch 
them'  returning  to  their  own  barren  Highlands  or 
Lowlands,  when  once  they  have  tasted  our  2^tlai»l 
beef,  and  seen  our  bonny  xots  and  locha.  No,  sir,** 
(here  Magnus  proceeded  with  great  animation,  sip- 
ping from  time  to  time  the  half-diluted  spirit,  whi^ 
at  the  same  time  animated  his  resentment  against 
the  intruders,  and  enabled  him  to  endure  the  morti- 
fying reflection  which  it  suggested,}- "  No.  Mr.  the 
ancient  days  and  the  genuine  manners  of  these  Iri- 
ands  are  no  more ;  for  our  ancient  possessora,— oct 
Patersons,  our  Feafc  our  Schlagbrennera,  oar  Thor- 
bioms,  have  given  place  to  Giffords,  Scotts,  Mooats, 
men  whose  names  bespeak  them  or  their  ancestors 
strangere  to  the  soil  which  we  the  Troils  have  inha- 
bited  Jong  before  the  days  of  Turf-Einar,  who  fifW 
taught  these  Isles  the  mystery  of  burning  peat  for 
fuel,  and  who  has  been  handed  down  to  a  gratdcl 
posjenty  by  a  name  which  records  the  discoverr  " 

This  was  a  subject  upon  which  the  potenute  of 
Jarlshof  was  usually  very  diffuse,  and  Mertoun  saw 
him  enter  upon  it  with  pleasure,  because  he  knew  be 
should  not  be  called  upon  to  contribute  any  aid  to  tb« 
conversation,  and  might  therefore  indulge  ha  owa 
saturnine  humour  wfile  the  Norw€«ia?  Zetlander 
declaimed  on  the  change  of  times  ^  in^SSS 
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>l  tha  melukcbotf 
1^  ihal  in  mother 
!a  an  un  of  land, 
Norm  inhabiluiu, 


ild^  inlhe, .^ „.^ , 

tniatTdallBra*of  ZeilBnd,"berecatJecial  Ihecir- 
ulaacaof  hianHL  md  atiwped  RiddBiily  (hort. 
ijo  Dol  nr  ill  ihie,  he  addsd,  intcmiptine  faim- 
_."aa  if  I  were  tin williiw  ihal  you  tbould  setlle  oo 
r  (Male,  Hr.  Hntoua— But  for  Jarlabof— the  plecs 


iZ  like  ftir^mT^Tb^ 
mieijaclional,)— "  theo  here's 

My  soifi  Bir,"  anawered  Hcrtouo,  "t  am  iadif- 
—  'to  diiDKla:  if  ihen  is  but  airaDoush  lo  fill  my 
"      '     the  brealh  of  Arabia  or  of 


rreclive  lor  thai— 1 


re  know  a  correct 
>un— Yoa  miist  Jearn  ladd  »,  aad  to 

equal  to  ihal  of  Arabia.    Bui  have  you 

that  he  bad  not. 

L  have  no  idea  ol 
comrorlable  losd- 


"Then,"  rtT»li«i  Magni 
mr  undenakiDK.  If  you  ' 
ead  like  ihis,  wilh  Ibe  h 
'  inland  rae,t  that  ' 


1  inland  rae,t  that  bringa  ihe  herrings  up  to  your 
ur,  you  are  mlilaken,  mv  beart.  At  JaFlafaaTyou 
ill  see  nanght  but  the  wild  wavea  tumbbng  on  the 
ue  roclts,  and  the  Koosl  of  SumburBb  luoning  at 
le  rate  of  fifleeo  knota  an-bour." 

"I  ahall  aae  ootbias  ai  leaat  of  the  currsol  of  bu- 
lan  paaaion^"  raplied  Mertoun. 

"You  will  bear  noibing  but  the  clanfring  and 
:mrniD|i  of  acarta,  sheer-ntters,  and  -"b-'"',  from 
•ybreak  dlt  sunset." 

1  wdl  compound,  my  friend,"  replied  the  atraiiiier, 
•0  thai  1  do  not  hear  the  chattering  of  vomen'l 

"  Ah,"  niil  tbe  Norman,  "  that  is  bscnuae  you  bear 
111  now  my  Utile  Minna  and  Brenda  naiHaii  in  ibe 
uden  with  your  Hordaunt  Now,  I  woulT  rather  i  aa  ere 
•ten  to  iheir  little  voicea,  (ban  tha  skylark  which  I  '  pule,  i 
ace  beard  in  Caitbnesa,  or  Ihe  ni^tingate  thai  1 
Bva  read  of.— Whal  will  thegiria  dolor  want  of  their 
liymaleMnnlaunlJ" 

IW  win  thilt  for  themaeWe*,"  answered  Mer- 
Junj  "vonniwr  or  elder  they  will  find  playmaleaor 
upe».-Bal  tlie  queaiion  is,  Mr.  Troil,  wdl  you  lot  lo 
i<^  SI  TOUT  tenant,  this  old  maneian  of  Jatiahoft" 

poliodeiolate." 

'And  asGn-iheimll"  continued  Hertoun. 

'The  rentT'    r^bed  Mofmuai    "bum— why,  you 


CHAPTER  I 


Aad rovatilrUimttLiBt hsl  wtuoh Iklnr *iewa 

»  few  inliabilanla  of  the  lownahip  of  Jarlabirf 
al  firai  beard  with  alarm,  Ibai  a  person  of  raqk 
lior  lo  iheir  own  was  come  lo jodde  in  tha  fltia* 
lenement,  wliicb  ihey  still  called  tin  CastleiTn 
:ys  (Hir  tbe  pn«nt  tiniea  are  tfiaady  allsied 
letter)  the  presence  of  a  aupenor,  jn  suob  K' 
I,  was  almoet  certain  to  be  aiiended  wild  ad- 
burdoDB  and  eiactiona.  for  which,  under  one 
ir  another,  feudal  cuatama  furnished  a  thon- 
alogiea.  By  each  of  iheae.  a  pan  of  the  le- 
ard-won  and  precarious  profiu  was  direned 
se  of  [heir  powerful  neighbour  and  superior, 
sman,  as  hewascsUed.  But  the  sub-lensnis 
found  thai  no  oppreision  of  this  kind  was  lo 
bended  at  Ibe  bandsof  Basil  Merloun.  His 
lans,  whether  large  or  amall,  were  al  leaat 
iquBle  to  his  expenHs.  which,  so  far  as  re- 
iia  habiti  of  life,  were  of  the  moat  fruasl  de- 
..  The  luiuriea  of  a  few  hooka,  and  soms 
bical  inatrumcntH,  with  which  he  was  aui>> 
n  London  as  occasion  oRercd.  seemBi  to  inTt' 
me  of  wealth  unusual  in  those  islands ;  but, 
IbOT  hand,  the  table  and  the  accomtDadatkons 
lof,  did  not  exceed  what  waa  maintained  by 


jpenny  merfa  of  land,  that  the  lonania  may  fiah  for 
(Mi— eighi  lirpund^  of  bullsr,  and  eight  ahdlings 
tobngyearty,  is  not  loo  much?" 
Mr.  Menoun  agreed  to  terma  so  moderale,  and 
:i)m  Ibsnceforward  resided  chiefly  at  ibe  solitary 
laanon  which  we  hare  deacribed  in  the  beginning 
f  ihia  chapter,  cooformitig  Dol  only  without  com- 
lainl,  hni,  aa  it  aeemed,  with  a  sullen  pleaaure,  to  all 
as  priralionB  which  so  wild  and  dewlate  a  Biuadon 


nants  of  tbe  bamlei  troubled  Ihemselvea' 
lut  the  quality  of  their  superior,  aa  sooi 
nd  that  inai  situation  was  rather  lo  be  mi 

rendertd  worse  by  his  pre— ""■■  "^  ' 

fkim  Ibe  appiehenaion  o 
m,  Ihey  laid  their  heads  togeiner  lo  mate  tno 
lum  by  lanous  pelly  Iricka  ofnvert^arge  and 
1,  which  for  a  while  tbe  stranger  submitted  to 
:  moat  philosophical  indiflerence.  An  inci- 
weTcr,  occurred,  whith  pul  his  chatscler  in  ■ 
It,  and  eTeciually  checked  all  future  eflorts  ol 

ute  arose  in  the  kitchen  of  the  Cssile  betwixt 
overnanle,  who  acted  a>  housekeeper  lo  Mr. 
,  and  SweyiT^rickinn,  as  good  a  Zetlander 
rrowed  a  boat  tothc  Aoo/fishiogj*  irtucbdia- 
vuu^  da  is  uaual  in  such  cas«|,  tvas  maintained  wiih 
such  increasing  heat  and  vociferation  as  to  reach  ihe 
ears  of  Ihe  master,  (aa  he  waa  called)  who,  aecluded 
in  a  Bolitary  turret,  waa  deeply  employed  in  eiamintng 
the  contrnta  nf  a  oew  package  of  books  froin  Lon- 
don, which,  after  long  eipecistinn,  had  found  its  way 
to  Hull,  from  thence  by  a  whaling  vobhcI  lo  Lerwick, 
and  BO  to  Jarlabot     With  more  than  the  uaual  thrill 
of  indit^atlon   which  indolent    people  alwaya  feel 


ao  suddenly,  peremptorily,  and  sliiclly,  uviuirec. 

the  cause  of  the  dispute  ihal  the  parties,  notwitb- 
Bianding  every  evaMon  which  ihey  atteropled,  became 
unable  io  disguise  fiom  him,  thai  their  diflerence  ra- 
apeciol  the  several  interesis  to  which  the  boneal  go- 
vemauti^  and  no  less  honest  fisherman,  were  respect- 
ively entitled,  in  an  overcharKB  of  about  one  hundred 
per  cent  on  a  bargain  of  rock-cod,  purchased  by  the 
former  from  ibe  latter,  for  Ihe  use  of  the  famdy  at 
JsriRhof 

■;.  — .  f»;rl.r  »«.^ri.ined  and  conleaBod, 

in  ihe  culprits  with 

with  awakening  passion.  "  Hark  you,  ya  old  hag," 
said  he  at  length  to  the  housekeeper,  '.avoid  myhouao 

IwinR  a  liar,  a  ihicC  and  an  ungnitifur  quean, —for 
these  are  oualities  aa  proper  to  you  as  your  name  of 
woman,— but  for  daring,  in  niy  hniiK,  to  scold  above 
your  breath.— And  for  you.  you  rsBcal,  who  aupposa 
you  may  cheat  a  atranger  aa  you  would  Jlindi*  ■ 
whals,  know  ihal  1  am  well  adiuainted  wtib  the 
*  I  f  Thf  dm.Hs  lUhiiic,  ia  lUatuictiaD  la  tbat  wlucb  is 
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[Ckap.  n. 


nshtt  which,  by  delegation  from  yoar  master  Magnoa 
Iroil,  I  can  exercise  over  ]rou,  if  I  will  Provoke  me 
to  a  certain  pitch,  and  you  shiiaU  learn,  to  your  cost,  I 
can  break  vour  rest  as  easily  as  you  can  intemmt  my 
leisure.  I  know  the  meaning  oi  seat,  and  wattle^  and 
hawldien^  and  hagaUf^  and  everv  other  exaction,  by 
which  your  lords,  in  ancient  and  modem  days,  have 
wning  your  withers;  nor  is  there  one  of  you  that 
shall  not  rue  the  day  that  you  could  not  be  content 
with  robbin|(  me  of  my  money,  but  must  also  break 
in  on  my  leisure  with  your  atrocious  northern  cla- 
mour, that  rivals  in  discord  the  screaming  of  a  flight 
of  Arctic  gulls. 

Nothing  better  occurred  to  Sweyn,  in  answer  to 
this  objurgation,  than  the  preferring  a  humble  request 
that  his  honour  wouM  be  pleased  to  keep  the  cod-fish 
without  pajrment,  and  say  no  more  about  the  matter ; 
but  b^  this  time  Mr.  Mertoun  had  worked  up  his  pas- 
sions mto  an  ungovernable  rage,  and  with  one  hand  he 
threw  the  money  at  the  fisherman's  head,  while  with 
the  other  he  pelted  him  out  of  the  apartment  with 
his  own  fish,  which  he  finally  flung  out  of  doors  after 
him. 

There  was  so  much  of  appalling  and  tyrannic  niry 
in  the  stranger's  manner  on  this  occasion,  that  Sweyn 
neither  stopped  to  collect  the  money  nor  take  back 
his  commodity,  but  fled  at  a  precipitate  rate  to  the 
small  hamlet,  to  tell  his  comrades  that  if  they  pro- 
voked Master  Mertoun  any  farther,  he  would  turn  an 
absolute  Pate  Stewart*  on  their  hand,  and  head  and 
hanff  without  either  judgment  or  mercy. 

Hither  also  came  the  discarded  housekeeper,  to  coa| 
suit  with  her  neighbours  and  kindred  (for  she  too  wo 
a  native  of  the  village)  what  she  should  do  to  regain 
the  desirable  situation  from  which  she  had  been  so 
suddenly  expelled.  The  old  Ranzellaar  of  the  village, 
who  had  the  voice  most  potential  in  the  dehberations 
of  the  township,  after  hearing  what  had  happened, 
pronounced  that  Sweyn  Erickson  had  gone  too  far  in 
raising  the  market  upon  Mr.  Mertoun ;  and  that  what- 
ever pretext  the  tacksman  might  assume  for  thus  giv- 
ing way  to  his,  anger,  the  real  ffrievance  must  have 
been  the  charging  the  rock  cod-mh  at  a  penny  instead 
of  a  half-penny  a-pound ;  he  therefore  exhorted  all 
the  community  never  to  raise  their  exactk>ns  in  future 
beyond  the  proportion  of  threepence  upon  the  shilling, 
at  which  rate  their  master  at  the  Castle  could  not 
reasonably  be  expected  to  grumble,  since,  as  he  was 
disposed  to  do  tnem  no  harm,  it  was  reasonable  to 
think  that,  in  a  moderate  way,  neiiad  no  objection  to 
do  them  good.  "And  three  upon  twelve,^  said  the 
experienced  Ranzellaar^  "  is  a  decent  and  moderate 
profit,  and  will  bring  with  it  Gknl's  blessing  and  Saint 

Pro^eding  upon  the  tariff  thus  hidiciously  recom- 
mended to  them,  the  inhabitants  of  Jorlshot  cheated 
Mertoun  in  future  only  to  the  moderate  extent  of 
twenty-five  per  cent;  a  rate  to  which  all  nabobs, 
army-contractors,  speculatore  in  the  ftmds,  and  others, 
whom  recent  and  rapid  success  has  enabled  to  settle 
in  the  country  upon  a  great  scale,  ought  to  submit,  as 
very  reasonaole  treatment  at  the  hand  of  their  rustic 
neighbours.  Mertoun  at  least  seemed  of  that  opinion, 
for  ne  gave  himself  no  farther  trouble  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  his  household  expenses. 

The  conscript  fathers  of  Jarlshof,  having  settled 
their  own  matters,  took  next  under  their  considera- 
tion the  case  of  Swertha,  the  banished  matron  who 
had  been  expelled  from  the  CasUe,  whom,  as  an  ex- 
perienced and  useful  ally,  they  were  highly  desirous 
to  restore  to  her  ofllce  of  housekeeper,  should  that  be 
fotmd  possible.  But  as  their  wisdtmi  here  failed  them, 
Swertha,  in  despair,  had  recourse  to  the  good  ofiSces 
of  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  with  whom  she  had  acquired 
some  favour  by  her  knowledge  in  old  Norwegian 
ballads,  and  dismal  tales  concerning  the  Trows  or 
Drows,  (the  dwarfs  of  the  Scalds,)  with  whom  super- 
stitious eld  had  peopled  many  a  lonely  cavern  and 
brown  dale  in  Dunrossness.  as  m  every  other  district  of 
Zetland.    ** Swertha,"  said  the  youth,  "I  can  do  but 

*  MMohif  probsbiT  Patridc  Stewart,  Ead  of  Orknnr,  exe- 
oatad  for  granny  and  oppraMion  practiaad  oq  the  inhuiitantt 
«r  ttMaa  lamoto  lilaiida,  4n  ttia  baftnaiot  af  tlMi  aavaataaath 
aaatttff. 


Uttia  for  yoQ,  but  yoa  nay  do  aomethmg  Car  touiuKL 

My  father's  paaskm  resembles  the  lory  of  taoae  «i- 

dent  champions,  those  Berseikars,  you  aing  songs 
about"  -,  ,      — ^      «— 

"  Ay,  ay.  fish  of  my  heart,"  replied  the  old  womaa, 
with  a  praetic  whine ;  "  the  Berserkars  were  dtmrnt- 
pions  who  lived  before  the  blessed  days  of  Saint 
Olave,  and  who  used  to  nm  like  madmen  on  sworda, 
and  spears,  and  harpoona,  and  muskets,  and  snap 
them  all  into  pieces,  as  a  fiimer*  would  go  throogfa  a 
herring-net,  and  then,  when  the  fury  went  ofi|  they 
were  as  weak  and  unstable  as  water,  t 

"That's  the  very  thing,  Swertha"  said  Mordaunt. 
"  Now,  my  father  never  likes  to  think  of  his  passion  irf^ 
ter  it  is  over^  and  ia  so  much  of  a  fienerkar,  that,  let  faim 
be  desperate  as  he  will  to-day,  he  will  not  care  about 
it  to-morrow.    Therefore,  he  has  not  filled  up  your 

glace  in  the  houaehold  at  the  Castle,  and  not  a  onoutli- 
il  of  warm  food  has  been  dressed  there  since  you 
went  awav,  and  not  a  morsel  of  bread  baked,  but  we 
have  lived  just  upon  whatever  cold  thing  came  to 
hand.  Now.  Swertha,  I  will  be  your  warrant,  that  if 
jrou  go  boldly  up  to  the  Castle,  and  enter  upon  tbe 
discharge  of  your  duties  as  usual,  yon  will  never  bear 
a  single  word  from  him." 

Swertha  hesitated  at  ftst  to  ober  this  bold  coimseL 
She  said,  '*to  her  thinking,  Mr.  Mertoun,  when  be 
was  angry,  looked  more  like  a  fiend  than  any  Berser- 
ker of  them  all ;  that  the  fire  flashed  from  nis  evea, 
and  the  foam  flow  from  his  lips;  and  that  it  would  be 
a  plain  temptiiuc  of  Providence  to  put  herself  again  in 
such  a  ventoie." 

But,  on  the  encouragement  which  she  received  from 
the  son,  she  determined  at  length  once  more  to  foee 
the  parent;  and,  dressing  herself  in  her  ordinary 
housBhold  attire,  for  so  Mordaunt  particulaity  reoon- 
mended,  she  shpped  into  the  Castlsi  and  presently 
resuming  the  various  and  numoroua  occupataoos 
which  devolved  on  her,  seemed  as  deeply  engaged  in 
household  cares  as  if  she  had  never  been  out  of  ofBce 
The  firet  day  of  her  return  to  her  duty,  Sweitha 
made  no  appearance  in  presence  of  her  master  biu 
trusted  that  after  his  three  dajrs*  diet  on  oold  meat,  a 
hot  dish,  dressed  with  the  best  of  her  simple  skill,  nnat 
introduce  her  favourablv  to  his  recollection.  Wbiui 
Mordaunt  had  reported  that  his  father  had  taken  bo 
notice  of  this  change  of  diet,  and  when  she  beraelf 
observed  that  in  passmg  snd  repassing  him  occasion- 
ally, her  appearance  produced  no  effect  upon  her  sin- 
gular master,  she  began  to  imagine  that 'the  whole 
affair  had  escaped  Mr.  Mertoun  s  memory,  and  was 
active  in  her  duty  as  usual.  Neither  was  she  con- 
vinced cH  the  contrary  until  one  day,  when,  happen- 
ing somewhat  to  elevste  her  tone  m  a  diapnte  with 
the  other  maid-servant,  her  master,  who  at  Chat  time 
passed  the  place  of  contest,  eyed  her  with  a  etrong 
glance,  and  pronounced  the  aingle  word,  Rewumbmri 
m  a  tone  which  taught  Swertha  the  govemmant  of 
her  tongue  for  many  weeks  after. 

If  Mertoun  was  whimsical  in  his  mode  of  goiFem- 
ing  his  household,  he  seemed  no  less  so  in  his  plan  of 
educating  his  son.  He  showed  the  youth  but  lew 
symptoms  of  parental  afl^tion ;  vet,  m  his  oidiiMfy 
state  of  mind,  the  improvement  of  Mordannt's  edoca- 
tion  seemed  to  be  the  utmost  object  of  his  life.  He 
had  both  books  and  information  sufficieiit  to  dis- 
charge the  task  of  tutor  in  the  ordinary  branches  of 
knowledge ;  and  in  this  capacity  was  regular,  calm, 
and  strict,  not  to  say  severe,  in  exacting  from  fak 
pupil  the  attention  necessary  for  his  profiting.  But 
m  the  perusal  of  history,  to  whk;h  their  attention  was 
fiieouently  turned,  as  well  as  in  the  study  of  ciaasic 
authors,  there  often  occurred  fiicts  or  sentimenta 
which  produced  an  instant  eflect  upon  Mertoun'a 
mind,  and  brought  on  hhn  suddenly  what  Swertha, 
Swesm,  and  even  Mordaunt  came  to  distinguish  by 
the  name  of  his  dark  hour.    He  was  aware,  in  the 


•man  wtiala.  ' 
'  The  Mfaa  of  the  Sealdi  are  ftall  of  deaeriptkaM  af  IbaaB 
ebampione.  aad  do  not  permit  m  to  doubt  that  tbe  BeraetkanL 
BO  ealled  nooi  Hfhthif  witboat  annoar,  vaad  eoaae  pKraiaal 
aaaaoa  of  wofkiof  theaaMhaa  into  a  fteosTi  dariof  wfaiah  Aar 
poanawd  the  etiaafth  and  enerfy  of  nadneea.  Tktt  tedlaa 
warriort  are  wan  icnown  to  do  the  iaaBa  by  dial  of  ofrtuB  ead 
banff. 
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iTi.  uid  tren  wHk%  onlir 
ma.  10  uk«  luch  food  a 
an  wilhin  hia  RW^  whu 
naU  luanlitke.  Al  othn  i 
g  lbs  winter  ■oUtiosi  wl 
cadi  xht  doomy  time  wit 

iIuk-colooTeil  H^dnak,  ■ 
onur  beadi,  or  upon  the  < 
■  own  tioam  mi  wiywi 
«nea(  ikr,  )&•  nib«r  iha 
I  wandci  unoicoiuitaed  u 
Al  Itordiuol  grew  olda 
uQcalir  liiiia  which  pceo 
•tfoaiiepet,  uid  to  direct  ■ 


i^fS^^  white 
ude  (nr  bi*  ■ 


1)  allcgether  Grom  the  a 
<a  from  (he  dielricl,  aeci 
[k  boor  imiiniiil  away  in  h. 
Jioed  to  inquire  how  taia 
arc^  n  that  tie  wu  anre 


B  eatertiined  tbe  utmost  je 
At  such  times,  iherefoTB, 
leni  wbich  the  country  at 
ninger  Hmoon,  who,  in  1 
ilion,  bad  an  wportunity 
leTKJes  of  a  bold,  active,  ai 
IB  often  engaged  with  lb 

f  the  samphije-piibereP' 
round— often  joined  thou 
le  (ace  of  the  BJdd)'  ctifle, 
lung  of  the  sea-fowl ;  ani 
am  diadaved  an  addtHa, . 
lily,  which,  in  one  ao  yout 
niniry,  asiooiahed  the  oidi 
At  other  timea,  Horduml 
iher  fishermen  m  tbeir  Ion 
>  the  distant  and  deep  ses 

lual,  oreieeed.  perjUK  i 
npin.  Thia  exereise  hai 
DJeiiendentlr  of  the  Gahinf 
Al  this  lime,  the  old  Noi 
imemhered,  wld  often  reh 
-ho  Mill  iireaerved  amons 
orae  loogue,  which  was 
then.  In  ibe  dark  romai 
lies,  lay  much  tluU  was 
tr  t  ma  the  classic  lablea 

range  legends  ^Tlersi 
warla,  giants,  and  aorcen 
<e  nauve  Zetlanders.  Ofi 
ete  aasianed  as  the  loca 
hich.  hair  recited,  half  chi 
nol  at>  loud,  as  t\ie  wave 
mited  out  the  lery  bay  ai 
«oe  of  a  bloody  se«-Q{|hl 
ones  that  bristled  oyer  t 
in.  or  castle,  of  some  po 
le  distant  and  solitary  i 
loor,  aa  maifcias  the  gran 


an  iai(ht  ba  upsWd. 


nthen 


indeed,   i 


monnl  [I 

)wei?ully _.. r =•■ 

isoeaBoflhcnorili.  BmidBiprecipiceeaitdheadlandB, 
lany  hundred  feet  m  heiahl, — oniid  periloiu  sira  ■" 
od  currenlfc  BDd  eddies.-no[ig  eunheii  reila  of  ro 
™r  whicli  the  vivid  oecan  fonms  and   hoila, — di.... 
,r  ekiff 


aflen 


ibiled 


,  dimlv  seen  by  II 


and  crLuium  of  cmluliMia  iieiief,  lold 
eneigcLic  languogn  of  ihe  ancit-ni  Seal 

Bui  there  vrantnl  nol  eol'ttr  and  ligni..  - 
tlial  mighi  eeein  bcllet  suited  in  Mordi 
ihan  the  wUd  tales  and  rude  f icrciErs  whicn  we  nt 
^ludy  roentionai.  The  mbbod  of  Hinier.  wlir 
ftom  1t>e  ahonncM  of  the  daylight,  lahour  becou 
inipoaaible.  is  ia  iieiland  the  time  of  revel,  fcaaiii 

able  to  acquire  during  sumnicr.  was  eipendcd,  a 
often  nasied,  in  mainiainin^  the  mirth  and  hospii 
ily  of  his  hearth  during  this  period ;  while  the  lar 


bolders  and  genilemen  of  i 
with  Kii 


of  tho  season  w 


ons,  ihtonged 
it»ls,  and  dioie  sway  the  rigour 
al,  glee,  and  aoag,  Ihe  dance,  and 

■,.  though 


Amid  the  reveU  of  this  merry,  though  riRoro 
•euon,  no  youth  added  more  apirii  to  tne  dance, 

(lee  to  the  revel,  Ihan  the  vouns  alranser,  tlordau 
lertoun.  When  his  falhePs  stale  of  mmd  iierniiitc 
or  indeed  rojuired,  hia  ahfence,  lie  wandered  fro 
house  to  bovse  a  welcome  kwsi  wherever  he  cbid 
and  lent  bia  willing  voice  to  the  sonp,  and  his  foot 
Ihe  dance.  A  hoal.  or,  if  the  wenther,  oB  wa-  oAi.. 
the  case,  permitled  noi  thni  convenience,  otie  of  the 
numeroiu  ponies,  which.  Blra>ing  in  hordes  about  the 


u  iha  inp«rfcetiiiaD*i 

.  .      ,      ,.  —  ,    la  1h«  llBia  ailta  lta._ 

■h*  mr  Id  nsmtlgn,  aad  ItaqBHIIr  m  ttmf  gal  a  a»liiicl 
mn  Inn  niH  olijssl  imil  npi  iBd  innBriball*  Bmined. 
njji^aiHijnn  iiBE*,  f'W>^^  miabinad  in  Uh  bna- 


bcen  derived  from  the  faabiis  of  the  ancient  NoiM- 
men.  He  could  play  upon  ibe  guc.  Biul  nfiOD  lbs 
common  violin,  ine  melancholy  and  pathetic  luoii 
peculiar  id  the  country  ;  and  with  great  apirii  andei» 
cuiion  could  relieve  ihoir  monotony  with  the  livdiR 
aire  of  the  North  of  Scotland,  Wlien  s  panv  at 
forth  as  maskers,  or,  aa  ihey  ore  called  m  Scotlaiid, 
guizardi,  to  viKt  some  no^bbouring  Laird,  or  ndi 
Udallet,  u  augured  well  of  the  expedition  if  MordiuIU 

office  of  thidltr,  or  leader  ot  the  band.  Upon  thcM 
occssions,  lull  of  fun  and  frolic,  he  led  hia  letisn 
from  house  to  houae,  bringing  mirth  where  he  wml, 
and  leaving  regti^t  when  be  departed.  Mordaunt  *•■ 
came  thue  generally  known,  and  beloved  >e  g«x- 
roliy,  tbrougk  moet  of  the  buusca  compofing  l!(t 
patriaehal  eoiDtnunity  of  the  Main  lair     '— ■  '-■ '~ 


roil. 


itircly  (he  heaitj-  and  sincem  nelcom 


of  the  worthy   o „.. 

waa  in  effect  Ilia  father's  .    .._.., 

these  ftenJcni  visits.  The  hsnd  of  welconK  w 
indn-d  receiit'd  aa  eagerly  as  it  was  sincerely  gimi. 
while  the  ancicni  Uilsller,  rsisinB  Mmself  in  hii  hi^ 
chair,  whereof  ihe  inside  was  lincil  with  welUdmaM 
sealskins,  and  ihe  outside  composed  of  msssive  Olt, 
carved  by  ihe  nide  graving-tocl  of  some  Hambuiib 
carpenter,  Ehoulcd  Ibrih  his  welcome  in  a  toWt 
which  might,  in  ancietil  tjmes,  have  bailed  ihe  reisni 
of  loul.  Ihe  hi^ust  fealival  of  the  Golha.  Thera  wit 
metal  yet  more  allraciive,  and  youngec  hean^  nhoB 
"   "' -••'-—  ]muj^  y,„  jg  sincere  as  that  of  ibr 


Fait  Boar  Bdl  t  Imd  jnimo. 

Han  taiT'il'mT  ISiic't  Alter™'  Boo  £■(. 
...  have  already  mentioned  Minna  and  Bimdi^ 
the  daughiLTB  of  Magnue  Troil.  Thdr  malher  ti^d 
been  dead  for  raanr  (ears,  and  ihry  were  rww  l»a 
bcauuful  girls,  the  eldest  only  dghietn,  which  miKbi 
'»  B  year  or  two  younger  ihan  Mordaunt  Mcrtoun 

)f  thdr  father's  heart  and  the  hgbi  of  hia  old  rya : 
ind  aliliough  indulgeQ  to  a  dc»{rec  which  mighi  fiart 
md  angered  hia  comfort  and  their  own,  iheyrreaid  w 


,  of  ftipilf 

The'iinother  of  these  maidena  had  been  a  SnUuh 
lady  from  the  Highlands  of  Sulhetland,  ihe  mphin 
of  a  noble  chief,  who,  driven  fivm  hia  own  couniiT 
luring  ihefeudaof  the  •eveoleenlh  century,  hndfound 
thetlerui  ihoae  peicdul  ialand^  which,  amidst  f^v- 
^y  and  aecluaiaD,  wcif  Ihua  far  happy,  that  the; 
'emained  unvexed  by  discord,  and  unaiainrd  by  cinl 
jroil.  The  father  (his  name  was  Saint  Clair)  pin" 
or  hia  native  glen,  his  feidal  tower,  hie  clinnneD, 
ind  his  fallen  suthomy.  and  died  not  long  ofiuW 
imval  m  Zetland.  The  besuiy  of  his  oijAan  dswt^ 
er,  despite  her  Scoltiah  lineage,  melted  the  eldij 
hsari  of  Magnus  Troil.  Ho  sued  ond  was  Iwlm^ 
to,  and  she  became  his  hnde;  but  dyina  in  thenfla 
year  of  their  union,  left  him  to  mourD  his  brief  pai» 
of  domestic  happiness. 

From  her  moiber,  Minna  inhenied  the  stalely  »|> 
and  dark  eye^  the  rsvea  locks  and  Gnely  pninM 


^lAP.  in.] 
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rows,  which  showed  she  was,  on  one  side  at  least,  a 
ranger  to  the  blood  of  Tliule.    Her  chedt,— > 

"Oeallitfkir.notpalei" 

as  so  slightly  and  delicately  tinged  with  the  rose, 
(at  many  thought  the  lily  had  an  undue  proportion 
I  her  complexion.  But  in  that  predominance  of  the 
iler  flower,  there  was  nothing  sickly  or  languid :  it 
as  the  true  natural  colour  of  health,  and  corresponded 
t  a  peculiar  d<^cc  with  features,  which  seemed  cal- 
ilated  to  express  a  contemplative  and  high-minded 
laracter.  When  Minna  Troil  heard  a  tale  of  wo  or 
r  injustice,  it  was  then  her  blood  rushed  to  her  cheeks, 
nd  showed  plainly  how  warm  it  heat,  notwithstand- 
ig  the  generally  serious,  composed,  and  retiring  dis- 
^sition,  which  her  countenance  and  demeanour 
^n3od  to  exhibit.  If  strangers  sometimes  conceived 
lat  these  fine  features  were  clouded  by  melancholy, 
tr  which  her  age  and  situation  could  scarce  have 
iven  occasion,  they  were  soon  satisfied,  upon  further 
cquaintance,  that  the  placid,  mild  quietude  of  her  dis- 
oaition,  and  the  mental  energy  of  a  character  which 
ras  but  little  interested  in  ordinary  and  trivial  occur- 
ences, was  the  real  cause  of  her  gravity ;  and  most 
len,  when  they  knew  that  her  melancholy  had  no 
round  in  real  sorrow,  and  was  only  the  aspiration  of 
soul  bent  on  more  important  objects  than  those  by 
rhich  she  was  surrounded,  might  have  wished  her 
rhatever  could  add  to  her  happiness,  but  could  scarce 
ave  desired  that,  graceful  as  she  was  in  her  natural 
nd  unafiected  senousncss,  she  should  change  that 
eportment  for  one  more  gay.  In  short,  notwith- 
tandingour  wish  to  have  avoided  that  hackneyed 
imile  of  an  angel,  We  cannot  avoid  saying  there  was 
3mething  in  the  serious  beauty  of  her  aspect,  in  the 
leaAuredTyet  graceful  ease  of  her  motions,  in  the  mu- 
ic  of  her  voice,  and  the  serene  purity  of  her  eye,  that 
eemed  as  if  Minna  Troil  belonged  naturally  to  some 
ig^cr  and  better  sphere,  and  was  only  the  chance 
istantof  a  world  that  was  not  worthy  of  her. 
The  scarcely  less  beautiful,  equally  lovely,  and 
]ually  innocent  Brenda,  was  of  a  complexion  as  dif- 
iring  from  her  sister,  as  they  differed  in  character, 
iste,  and  expressbn.  Her  profuse  locks  were  of  that 
aly  brown  which  receives  from  the  passine  sunbeam 
tingre  of  gold,  but  darkens  again  when  tne  ray  has 
iosed  from  it  Her  eye,  her  mouth,  the  beautiful 
>w  of  teeth,  which  m  her  innocent  vivacity  were  fre- 
iently disclosed;  the  fresh,  yet  not  too  bnght  glow 
fa  h^thy  complexion,  tinging  a  skin  like  the  drifted 
low,  spoke  her  senuioe  Scandinavian  descent.  A 
lirv  form,  less  tall  than  that  of  Minna,  but  still  more 
nely  moulded  into  symmetry — a  careless,  and  almost 
tiilaish  lightness  of  step— an  eye  that  seemed  to  look 
a  every  object  with  pleasure,  from  a  natural  and 
^rene  cheeffulness  of  disposition,  attracted  even 
lore  {general  admiration  than  the  charms  of  her  sis- 
T,  though  perhaps  that  which  Minna  did  excite, 
light  be  of  a  more  intense  as  well  as  more  re  ve- 
in tial  character. 

The  dispositions  of  these  lovely  sisters  were  not 
'33  difilerent  than  their  complexions.  In  the  kindly 
9ections,  neither  could  be  said  to  excel  the  other,  so 
luch  were  they  attached  to  their  father  and  to  each 
ther.  But  the  cheerfulness  of  Brenda  mixed  itself 
'ith  the  every-day  business  of  life,  and  seemed  inex- 
austiblo  in  its  profusion.  The  leas  buoyant  spirit  of 
er  sister  aj^peared  to  bring  to  society  a  contented 
ish  to  be  interested  and  pleased  with  what  was 
3ing  forward,  but  was  rather  placidly  carried  along 
iih  the  stream  of  mirth  and  pleasure,  than  disposed 
*  aid  its  progress  by  any  efibrts  of  her  own.  She  en- 
jred  mirth,  rather  than  enjoyed  it ;  and  the  plea- 
ires  in  which  she  most  delign ted,  were  those  of  a 
'aver  and  more  solitary  cast.  The  knowledge  which 
derived  from  books  was  beyond  her  reach.  Zetland 
lorded  few  opportunities,  in  those  days,  of  studying 
le  lessons,  bequeathed 

"  By  dead  men  to  tbeir  kind ;" 

id  Magnus  Troil,  such  as  we  have  described  him, 
as  not  a  person  within  whose  mansion  the  means  of 
ich  knowledge  were  to  be  acquired.  But  the  book 
'  nature  was  before  Minna,  that  noblest  of  volumes, 
here  we  are  ever  called  to  wonder  and  to  admire, 
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even  when  we  cannot  understand.  The  plants  of 
those  wild  r^ons,  the  shells  on  the  shoresk  and  the 
long  list  of  feathered  clans  which  haunt  their  chSs 
and  eyries,  were  as  well  known  to  Minna  Troil  as  to 
the  most  experienced  fowlers.  Her  powers  of  observa- 
tion were  wonderful  and  little  interrupted  by  other 
tones  of  feeling.  The.  information  which  she  ac- 
quired by  habits  of  patient  attention,  was  indelibly 
riveted  in  a  naturally  powerful  memory.  She  had  also 
a  high  feeling  for  ihe  solitaiy  and  melancholy  gran- 
deur of  the  scenes  in  which  she  was  placed.  The 
ocean,  in  all  its  varied  forms  of  sublimity  and  terror 
—the  tremendous  cliffs  that  resound  to  the  ceaseless 
roar  of  the  billows,  and  the  clang  of  the  sea-fowl,  had 
for  Minna  a  charm  in  almost  every  state  in  which  the 
changing  seasons  exhibited  them.  With  the  enthu- 
siastic feelings  proper  to  the  romantic  race  from 
which  her  mother  descended,  the  love  of  natural  ob- 
jects was  to  her  a  passion  capable  not  only  of  occu- 
pying, but  at  times  of  agitating^  her  mind.  Scenes 
upon  which  her  sister  looked  with  a  sense  of  tran- 
sient awe  or  emotion,  which  vanished  on  hrr  return 
from  witnessing  them^  continued  long  to  fill  Minna's 
imagination,  not  only  m  solitude,  and  m  the  silence  ot 
the  night,  but  in  the  noursof  society.  So  that  some- 
times when  she  sat  like  a  beautiful  statue,  a  present 
member  of  the  domestic  circle,  her  thou^ts  were  far 
absent,  wandering  on  the  wild  sea-shore,  and  among 
the  yet  wilder  mountains  of  her  native  isles.  And 
yet.  when  recalled  to  conversation,  and  mingling  in  it 
with  interest,  there  were  few  to  whom  her  fnends 
were  more  indebted  for  enhanciug  its  enjoyments; 
and  although  something  in  her  manners  claimed  de- 
ference (notwithstanding  her  early  youth)  as  well  as 
affection,  even  her  gay,  lovely,  and  amiable  sister  was 
not  more  generally  oeloved  than  the  more  retired  and 
pensive  Minna. 

Indeed,  the  two  lovely  sisters  were  not  only  the  de- 
light of  their  friends,  but  the  pride  of  those  islands, 
where  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  rank  were  blended 
by  the  remoteness  of  their  simation  and  the  general 
hospitality  of  their  habits,  into  one  friendly  commu- 
nity. A  wandering  poet  and  parcel-musician,  who, 
after  going  through  various  fortunes,  had  returned  to 
end  his  days  as  be  could  in  his  native  islands,  had 
celebrated  the  daughters  of  Magnus  in  a  poem,  which 
he  entitled  Night  and  Day ;  and  in  his  oescription  of 
Minna,  might  almost  be  thought  to  have  anticipated, 
though  only  in  a  rude  outline,  the  exquisite  lines  of 
LoraByron,— 

"  She  walkf  in  beautr,  like  the  oifht 
Of  cltnidlen  climes  and  starry  tkiet ; 

And  all  that's  best  of  dark  aud  bright 
Meet  in  her  aspect  and  her  eves : 

Thus  mcllow'd  to  that  tender  lifhi 
Which  heaven  to  gaudr  daj  denies." 

Their  father  loved  the  maidens  both  so  well,  that  it 
might  be  difficult  to  say  which  he  loved  best:  saving 
that,  perchance,  he  liked  his  graver  damsel  better  in 
the  walk  without  doors,  and  his  merry  maiden  better 
by  the  fireside ;  that  he  more  desired  the  society  of 
^linna  when  he  was  sad,  and  that  of  Brenda  when 
he  was  mirthful :  and,  what  was  nearly  the  same 
thin^  preferred  Minna  before  noon,  and  Brenda  after 
the  glass  had  circulated  in  the  evening. 

But  it  was  still  more  extraordinary,  that  the  affec- 
tions of  Mordaunt  Mertoun  seemed  to  hover  with  the 
same  impartiality  as  those  of  their  father  betwixt  the 
two  lovely  sisters.  From  his  boyhood,  as  we  have 
noticed,  he  had  been  a  frequent  inmate  of  the  resi- 
dence of  Magnus  at  Burgh- Westra,  although  it  lay 
nearly  twenty  miles  distant  fit)m  Jarlshof.  The  im- 
passable character  of  the  country  betwixt  these  places, 
extending  over  hills  covered  with  loose  and  quaking 
bog.  and  frequently  intersected  by  the  creeks  or  arms 
of  the  sea,  which  indent  the  island-  on  either  side,  as 
well  as  by  fresh- water  streams  and  lakes,  rendered 
the  journey  difficult,  and  even  dangerous,  in  the  dark 
season:  yet,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  his  father's  mind 
warned  him  to  absent  himself^  Mordaunt,  at  every 
risk,  and  under  every  difficulty,  was  pretty  sure  to  be 
found  the  next  day  at  Burgh-Westra,  having  achieved 
his  journey  in  less  time  than  wQuld  have  oeen  em- 
ployed perhaps  by  the  most  active  native. 

He  was  or  oourse  set  down  aa  a  wooer  of  one  of 
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the  daughters  of  Magnus,  bjr  the  pubUc  of  Zetland ; 
and  when  the  old  Udaller's  great  partiality  to, the 
youth  was  considered,  nobody  doubted  that  be  might 
aspire  to  the  hand  of  either  of  those  distinguished 
beauties,  with  as  lai^e  a  share  of  islets,  rocky  moor- 
land, and  shore  fishings,  as  might  be  the  fitung  por- 
tion of  a  fovoured  child,  and  with  the  presumptive 
prospect  of  possessins  half  the  domains  of  the  an- 
cient house  of  Troil,  wnen  their  present  owner  should 
be  no  more.  This  seemed  all  a  reasonable  specula- 
tion, and,  in  theory  at  least,  better  constructed  than 
many  that  are  current  through  the  world  as  unques- 
tionable facts.  But  alas!  all  that  sharpness  of  ob- 
servation which  could  be  applied  to  the  conduct  of 
the  parties,  failed  to  determme  the  main  point,  to 
which  of  the  young  persons,  namely,  the  attentions 
of  Mordaunt  were  peculiarly  devoted.  He  seemed,  in 
general,  to  treat  them  as  an  affectionate  and  attached 
brother  might  have  treated  two  sisters,  so  equally 
dear  to  him  that  a  breath  would  have  turned  the 
scale  of  aflection.  Or  if  at  any  time,  which  often 
happened,  the  one  maiden  appeared  the  more  especial 
object  of  his  attention,  it  seemed  only  to  be  because 
circumstances  called  her  peculiar  talents  and  dispo- 
sition into  more  particular  and  immediate  exercise. 

Both  the  sisters  were  accomplished  in  the  simple 
music  of  the  north,  and  Mordaunt,  who  was  their 
assistant,  and  sometimes  their  preceptor,  when  they 
were  practising  this  delightful  art,  might  be  now  seen 
assisting  Minna  in  the  acquisition  oithose  wild,  so- 
lemn, and  simple  airs,  to  which  scalds  and  harpers 
sung  of  old  the  deeds  of  heroes,  and  presently  found 
equally  active  in  teaching  Brenda  the  more  lively 
and  complicated  music,  >vhich  their  father's  affection 
caused  to  be  brought  from  the  English  or  Scottish 
capital  for  the  use  of  his  daughters.  And  while  con- 
versing with  them,  Mordaunt,  who  mingled  a  strain 
of  deep  and  ardent  enthusiasm  with  the  gay  and  un- 
governable spirits  of  youth,  was  equally  ready  to  enter 
mto  the  wild  and  poetical  visions  of  Minna,  or  into 
the  lively  and  often  humorous  chat  of  her  gayer  sister. 
In  short,  so  little  did  he  seem  to  attach  himself  to 
either  damsel  exclusively,  that  he  was  sometimes 
heard  to  say,  that  Minna  never  looked  so  lovely,  as 
when  her  hghtbearted  sister  had  induced  her,  for  the 
time,  to  forget  her  habitual  gravity ;  or  Brenda  so 
interesting,  as  when  she  sat  listening,  a  subdued  and 
aflected  partaker  of  the  deep  pathos  of  her  sister 
Minna. 

The  public  of  the  mainland  were,  therefore,  to  use 
the  hunter's  phrase,  at  fault  in  their  farther  conclu- 
sionsj  and  could  but  determine,  after  long  vacilla- 
ting betwixt  the  maidens,  that  the  yoimg  man  was 
positively  to  marry  one  of  them,  but  which  of  the 
two  could  only  be  determined  when  his  approaching 
manhood,  or  the  interference  of  stout  old  Magnus, 
the  father,  should  teach  Master  Mordaunt  Mertpun 
to  know  his  own  mind.  "It  was  a  nretty  thing, 
indeed,"  they  usually  concluded,  "  that  he,  no  native 
bom,  and  possesseu  of  no  visible  means  of  subsist- 
ence that  18  known  to  any  one,  should  presume  to 
hesitate,  or  aflect  to  have  the  power  of  selection  and 
choice,  betwixt  the  two  most  distim^ished  beauties 
of  Zetland.  If  they  were  Magnus  Troil,  they  would 
soon  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  matter"— and  so  forth. 
All  which  remarks  were  only  whispered,  for  the 
hasty  disposition  of  the  Udaller  had  too  much  of  the 
oki  Norse  fire  about  it  to  render  it  safe  for  any  one 
to  become  an  unauthorized  intermeddler  with  his 
family  affairs ;  and  thus  stood  the  relation  of  Mor- 
daunt Mertoim  to  the  fiimily  of  Mr.  Troil  of  Burgh- 
Westra,  when  the  following  incidents  took  place. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Thit  i»  no  pilfrini's  morainr-Ton  gny  miit 

Lief  upon  hill,  tnd  dale,  lum  field,  md  foreit. 

Like  the  dun  wimple  or  a  new-made  widow. 

And,  by  mj  fiuth,  although  my  heart  be  toft, 

I'd  rather  hear  that  widow  weep  and  lifh, 

And  tell  the  Tirtuee  of  the  dear  departed, 

Than,  when  the  teropeat  aendi  hi*  voice  abroad, 

Be  nbject  to  its  Airy.  Tki  DevMe  Nt^Mott. 

Tbb*  spring  was  far  advanced,  whciLafter  a  week 
4>ent  in  sport  and  fintivity  at  Buzsh-Wastra,  Mor- 


daunt Mertoun  bade  adieu  to  the  fiimily,  pfeading  the 
necessi  ty  of  his  return  to  Jarlahof.  The  proposal  was 
combated  by  the  maidens,  and  more  decidedly  by 
Magnus  himself:  He  saw  no  occasion  whatever  for 
Mordaunt  returning  to  Jarlshof  If  his  father  desired 
to  see  him,  which,  by  the  way,  Magnus  did  not  be- 
lieve, Mr.  Mertoun  had  only  to  throw  himself  into  the 
stem  of  Sweyn's  boat,  or  netake  himself  to  a  pony, 
if  he  liked  a  land  journey  better,  and  he  would  6« 
not  only  his  son,  but  twenty  folk  besides,  who  would 
be  most  happy  to  find  that  tie  had  not  lost  the  use  of 
his  tongue  entirely  during  his  long  solitude;  **  although 
I  must  own,"  added  the  worthy  Udaller,  **  that  when 
he  lived  among  us,  nobody  ever  made  less  use  of  it" 

Mordaunt  acquiesced  both  in  what  respected  his 
father's  taciturnity,  and  his  dislike  to  general  society ; 
but  suggested,  at  tne  same  time,  that  the  first  dronn- 
stance  rendered  his  own  immediate  return  more  ne- 
cessary, as  he  was  the  usual  channel  of  communioi- 
non  betwixt  his  father  and  others ;  and  that  the 
second  corroborated  the  same  necessity,  since  Mr. 
Mertoun's  having  no  other  society  whatever,  seemed 
a  weighty  reason  why  his  son's  miould  be  restored  to 
him  without  loss  of  time.  As  to  his  father's  coming 
to  Burgh-Westra,  "they  might  as  well,"  he  said, 
"expect  to  see  Sumburgn  Cape  come  thither." 
'  '*  And  that  would  be  a  cumorous  guest,"  said  Mag- 
nus. "  But  you  will  stop  for  our  dinner  to-day  ? 
There  are  the  families  of  Muness,  Quendale,  Tborsii- 
voe,  and  I  know  not  who  else.,  are  expected:  and, 
besides  the  thirty  that  were  in  house  this  blese«l 
night,  we  shall  have  as  many  more  as  cbamb^  and 
bower,  and  barn  and  boat-house,  can  furnish  with 
beds,  or  with  barley-straw,— and  you  will  leave  all 
this  behind  you .'" 

"And  the  blithe  dance  at  night,"  added  Brenda,  in 
a  tone  betwixt  reproach  and  vexation;  "and  the 
young  men  from  the  Isle  of  Paha  that  are  to  dance 
the  sword-dance,  whom  shall  we  find  to  match  thas, 
for  the  honour  of  the  Main  ?" 

**  There  is  many  a  merry  dancer  on  the  noainlaiM?, 
Brenda,"  replied  l^ordaimt,  "  even  if  I  should  never 
rise  on  tiptoe  again.  And  where  good  dancers  are 
found,  Brenda  Troil  wiU  always  find  the  best  partner. 
I  must  trip  it  to-night  through  the  Wastes  of  Dno* 
rossness." 

"  Do  not  say  so,  Mordaunt,"  said  Minna,  who,  dol- 
ing this  conversation,  had  been  looking  from  the  win- 
dow something  anxiously;  "go  not.  to-day  at  least, 
through  the  Wastes  of  Dunrossness." 

"And  why  not  to-day,  Minna,"  said  Mordaun; 
laughing,  "  any  more  than  to-morrow  ?" 

"  O,  the  morning  mist  lies  heayy  upon  vonder  chain 
of  isles,  nor  has  it  permitted  us  since  daybreak  event 
single  glimpse  of  Fitful-head,  the  lofty  cape  that  con- 
cludes yon  splendid  range  of  mountains.  The  fntri 
are  winging  their  way  to  the  shore,  and  the  ^eldrake 
seems,  through  the  mist,  as  large  as  the  scart.*  Sec, 
the  very  sheerwaters  and  bonxies  are  making  to  the 
cliffs  for  shelter." 

"And  they  will  ride  out  a  gale  against  a  king's  fc- 
gate,"  said  her  father;  "there  is  foul  weather  when 
they  cut  and  run." 

"Stay,  then,  with  us,"  said  Minna  to  berfnend; 
"  the  storm  will  be  dreadful,  yet  it  will  be  grand  to  see 
it  from  Burgh-Westra,  if  we  have  no  friend  exposed  to 
its  fury.  See,  the  air  is  close  and  sultn',  though  the 
season  is  yet  so  early,  and  the  day  so  calm,  that  not  a 
windlestraw  moves  on  the  heath.  Slay  with  oa, 
Mordaunt;  the  storm  which  these  signs  anncunc^ 
will  be  a  dreadful  one." 

"  I  must  be  gone  the  sooner,"  was  the^  concloskra 
of  Mordaunt,  who  could  not  deny  the  signs,  which 
had  not  escaped  his  own  quick  observation.  **  If  the 
storm  be  too  fierce,  I  will  abide  for  the  night  at  Stoor- 
bureh." 

"What  f  said  Magnus;  "  will  you  leave  us  for  the 
new  chamberlain's  new  Scotch  tacksman,  who  is  to 
teach  all  us  Zetland  savages  new  ways  ?  Take  your 
own  gate  my  lad,  if  that  is  the  song  you  sing.*' 

*  The  eormorant ;  which  may  be  aeMi  fkeqnentlj  daahkif  ia 
wild  fliclit  alonf  the  rooaia  and  tidea  ofZeUand.  «ad  ret  dm* 
oflen  drawn  up  in  rankB  on  mme  ledge  of  rock,  like  a  body  of 
the  Black  Bransviekea  in  18IS. 
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"Nar,"  saidMordaimt;  "I  had  only  some  curiosity 
)  see  the  new  implements  he  has  brought" 
"  Ay,  av,  ferlies  make  CmIs  fam.    I  would  like  to 
Dow'if  ms  new  plough  will  bear  against  a  Zetland 
KkV  answered  Magnus. 

"  I  must  not  pass  Stourburgh  on  the  journey," 
lid  the  youth,  deferring,  to  his  patron's  prejudice 
sainst  innovation,  "if  this  boding  weather  bring  on 
;mpe8t ;  but  if  it  only  break  in  rain,  as  is  most  pro- 
abfc^  I  am  not  likely  to  be  melted  in  the  wetting." 
''It  will  not  soften  into  rain  alone,"  said  Minna; 
see  how  much  heavier  the  clouds  fall  every  mo- 
lent,  and  see  these  weather-gaws  that  streak  the 
ad-coloured  mass  with  partial  gleams  of  faded  red 
ad  purple." 

"  I  see  them  all,'|  said  Mordaimt ;  "  but  they  only 
ill  mo  I  have  no  time  to  tarry  hexe.  Adieu,  Minna ; 
will  send  you  the  eagle's  feathers,  if  an  eagle  can 
3  found  on  Fair-isle  or  Foulah.  And  fare  thee  well, 
ly  pretty  Brenda,  and  keep  a  thought  for  me,  should 
le  Paba  men  dance  ever  so  well." 
"  Take  care  of  yourself!  since  you  will  go,"  said 
9th  sisters,  together. 

Old  Magnus  scolded  them  formally  for  supposing 
lere  was  any  danger  to  an  active  young  fellow  from 
spring  gale,  whether  by  sea  or  land ;  yet  ended  by 
iving  ms  own  caution  also  to  Mordaunt,  advising 
m  seriously  to  delay  bis  journey,  or  at  least  to  stop 
I  Stourburgh.  "For,"  said  he,  "second  thoughts 
"e  b^t;  and  as  this  Scottishman's  howf  Ues  nght 
ader  your  lee,  why,  take  any  port  in  a  storm.  But 
9  not  be  assured  to  find  the  door  on  latch,  let  the 
term  blow  ever  so  hard ;  there  are  such  matters  as 
slu  and  bars  in  ScotUiid,  though,  thanks  to  Saint 
x)nal4,  ^ey  ^^  unknown  here,  save  that  great  lock 
a  the  old  Castle  of  Scalloway,  that  all  men  run  to 
)e— may  be  they  make  part  of  this  man's  improve- 
lents.  But  go,  Mordaimt,  since  go  you  will  You 
lould  drink  a  stirrup-cup  now.  were  you  three  years 
Ider,  but  boys  should  never  drink,  excepting  after 
inner;  I  will  drink  it  for  you,  that  good  customs 
lay  not  be  broken,  or  bad  tuck  come  of  it  Here  is 
)ur  bonally,  my  lad."  And  so  saying^  he  quaffed  a 
immer  glass  of  brandy  with  as  much  impunitv  as  if 
had  been  spring- water.  Thus  resretted  and  cau- 
)ned  00  all  hands,  Mordaunt  took  leave  of  the  hos- 
table  household,  and  looking  back  at  the  comforts 
ith  which  it  was  surrounded,  and  the  dense  smoke 
lat  rolled  upwards  from  its  chimneys,  he  first  reeol- 
cted  the  guqstless  and  solitary  desolation  of  Jarl- 
lof;  then  compared  with  the  sullen  and  moody  mel- 
icholy  of  his  father's  temper  the  warm  kindness  of 
1098  whom  he  was  leaving,  and  could  not  refrain 
om  a  sigh  at  the  thoughts  which  forced  themselves 
a  his  imagination. 

The  signs  Of  the  tempest  did  not  dishonour  the  pre* 
ctions  of  Minna.  Mordaunt  had  not  advanced 
tree  hours  on  his  journey,  before  the  wind,  which 
id  been  so  deadly  still  in  the  morning,  began  at  first 
•  wail  and  ngh,  as  if  bemoaning  beforehand  the 
^ils  which  it  might  perpetrate  in  its  furVf  like  a  mad- 
an  in  the  gk>omy  state  of  dejection  which  precedes 
s  fit  of  violence ;  then  gradually  increasing,  the 
lie  howlod,  raged,  and  roared,  with  the  full  fury  of 
northern  storm.  It  was  accompanied  by  showers 
'  rain  mixed  with  hail,  that  dashed  with  the  most 
irelenting  rage  against  the  hills  and  rocks  with 
hich  the  traveller  was  surrounded,  distracting  his 
tention,  in  spite  of  his  utmost  exertion&  and  ren- 
iring  it  very  aitficult  for  him  to  keep  the  direction  of 
s  journey  m  a  country  where  there  is  neither  road, 
)r  even  the  slightest  track  to  direct  the  steps  of  the 
anderer,  and  where  he  is  often  interrupted  by  brooks 

I  well  as  large  pools  of  water,  lakes,  aiid  lagoons. 

II  these  inland  waters  were  now  lashed  into  sheets 
'  tumbling  foam,  much  of  which,  carried  off  by  the 
rv  of  the  whirlwind,  was  mingled  with  the  gal& 
la  transported  far  from  the  waves  of  which  it  had 
tcly  made  a  part;  while  the  salt  reUsh  of  the  drift 
hich  was  pelted  against  his  face,  showed  Mordaunt 
lat  the  spray  of  tfai  more  distant  ocean,  disturbed  to 
Bnzy  by  the  storm,  vras  mingled  with  that  of  the  in- 
nd  lakes  and  streams. 

Amidst  this  hideous  combustion  of  the  elements. 


Mordaunt  Mertoun  straggled  forward  as  one  to  whom 
such  elemental  war  was  famihar,  and  who  regarded 
the  exertions  which  it  required  to  withstand  its  funr, 
but  as  a  mark  of  resolution  and  manhood.  He  felt 
even,  as  happens  usually  to  those  who  endure  great 
hardships,  that  the  exertion  necessary  to  subdue 
them,  is  m  itself  a  kind  of  elevating  triumph.  To 
see  and  distinguish  his  path  when  the  cattle  were 
driven  from  the  hill,  and  the  very  fowls  from  the  fir- 
mament, was  but  the  stronger  proof  of  his  own  su- 
periority. "They  shall  not  hear  of  me  at  Burgh- 
Westrau"  said  he  to  himself,  "  as  they  beard  of  old 
doited  Ringan  Rwenson'  s  boat,  that  foundered  betwixt 
roadstead  and  key.  I  am  more  of  a  cragsman  than 
to  mind  fire  or  water,  wave  by  sea,  or  quagmire  by 
land."  Thus  he  struggled  on,  buffeting  with  the 
storm,  supplying  the  want  of  the  usual  signs  by  which 
travellers  directed  their  progress,  i,for  rock,  mountain, 
and  headland,  were  ^rouded  in  mist  and  darknass,) 
by  the  instinctive  sagacity  with  which  long  acquaint- 
ance with  these  wilds  had  tau|^t  him  to  mark  every 
minute  object,  which  could  serve  in  such  circum- 
stances to  regulate  his  course.  Thus^  we  repeat  he 
struggled  onward,  occasionally  standing  still  or  even 
lying  down,  when  the  gust, was  most  impetuous; 
making  way  against  it  when  it  was  somewhat  lulled, 
by  a  rapid  and  bold  advance  even  in  its  very  current ; 
or,  when  this  was  impossible,  by  a  movement  resem- 
bhng  that  of  a  vessel  working  to  windward  by  short 
taclu,  but  never  yielding  one  inch  of  the  way  which 
he  had  fought  so  hard  to  sain. 

Yet  notwithstanding  Mordaunt's  expenence  and 
resolution,  his  situation  was  sufficiently  uncomforta- 
ble, and  even  precarious;  not  because  his  sailors 
jacket  and  trowsers^  the  common  dress  of  young 
men  through  those  isles  when  on  a  journey,  were 
thoroughly  wet,  for  that  might  have  taken  place 
within  the  same  brief  time,  in  any  ordinary  day,  m 
this  watery  climate ;  but  the  real  danger  was,  that, 
notwithstanding  his  utmost  exertions,  he  made  very 
slow  way  through  brooks  that  were  sending  their 
waters  all  abroad,  through  morasses  drowned  in 
double  deluges  of  moisture,  which  rendered  all  the 
ordinary  passes  more  than  usually  dangerous,  and 
repeatedly  obliged  the  traveller  to  perform  a  consider- 
able circuit,  which  in  the  usual  case  was  unnecessary. 
Thus  repeatedly  baffled,  notwithstanding  his  youth 
and  strength,  Mordaunt,  after  maintaining  a  dogged 
conflict  with  wind,  rain,  and  the  fatigue  of  a  pro- 
longed journey,  was  truly  happy,  when,  not  without 
having  been  more  than  once  mistaken  in  his  road,  he 
at  length  found  himself  within  sight  of  the  house  of 
Stourburgh,  or  Harfra;  for  the  names  were  indiffer- 
ently given  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Triptolemus  Yel- 
lowlcy,  who  was  the  chosen  missionary  of  the  Cham- 
berlain of  Orkney  and  Zetland,  a  speculative  person, 
who  designed,  through  the  medium  of  Tnptolemus, 
to  introduce  into  the  Ultima  Utule  of  the  Romans, 
a  spirit  of  improvement,  which  at  that,  early  period 
was  scarce  known  to  exist  in  Scotland  itself. 

At  length,  with  much  difllculty,  Mordaunt  reached 
the  house  of  this  worthy  agriculturist,  the  only  refiige 
from  the  relendess  storm  which  he  could  hope  to 
meet  with  for  several  miles;  and  going  straight  to 
the  door,  with  the  most  undoubting  confidence  of 
instant  admission,  he  was  not  a  httle  surprised  to  find 
it  not  merely  latched,  which  the  weather  mightex- 
cuse,  but  even  bolted,  a  thing  which,  as  Magnus  Trou 
has  already  intimated,  was  almost  unknown  in  the 
Archipelago.  To  knock,  to  call,  and  finally  to  batter 
the  door  with  staff  and  stones,  were  the  natural  re- 
sources of  the  youth,  who  was  rendered  alike  impa- 
tient by  the  pelung  of  the  storm,  and  by  encountering 
such  most  unexpected  and  unusual  obstacles  to  in- 
stant admission.  As  ho  was  suffered,  however,  for 
many  minutes  to  exhaust  his  impatience  m  noise  and 
clamour,  without  receiving  any  replyi  we  will  employ 
them  in  informing  the  reader  who  Tnptolemus  Yel- 
lowley  was,  and  how  he  come  by  a  name  so  smgular. 

Old  Jasper  Yellowley,  the  father  of  Tnptolenaus, 
(though  bom  at  the  foot  of  Roseberry-'Topwng,)  had 
been  come  over  by  a  certain  noble  Scottish  Earl,  who^ 
proving  too  far  north  for  canny  Yorkshwe,  had  per- 
suaded him  to  ac<^t  of  a  him  m  the  Meams,  where, 


mighi  have  been  probably  oTcrcc 
bourhood  lo  Ihe  QramDiana  expo 
that  species  of  visilalion  Irom  the 
dwelt  within  ihcor  Airta,  which 
■  warrior  and  a  hero,  but  only  cc 


and  robiiBl  form  had  ihe  fortune  to  make  upon  Mise 
BirbaiK  Cliakacale,  daughter  to  the  umquhilc.  and 
■isier  to  the  then  euetinR,  ClitikicBle  of  thai  ilk. 

rhood,  eonstdering  thai  ihe  bouao  of 
d  at  lenat  as  great  a  share  of  Scottish 
pnae  as  01  acotliah  parsimony,  and  was  amply  en- 
dowed with  both.  But  Misa  Babie  had  her  handsome 
fortune  of  iwo  thousaod  marks  at  her  own  dispoaal, 

iurit,  (as  the  writer  who  drew  the  coniracl  nssur«f 
faer.l  for  full  ivenlf  yeate;  bo  she  net  consequences 
and  commentaries  abke  al  defiancf^  and  wedded  the 
reyeoman.    Hrrbrother  andhetmorc 

owned  iheir  degraded  relative.  Bui  the  house  of 
CUnkscalu  was  allied  (like  even'  other  famiiy  in  Scot- 
Iindat  the  time}  lo  a  set  of  r^alions  who  were  not 


ind   provided,   v 


syji 


bid 


ibe  Hesms)  put  ■  ncgali^ 
acy.     Indeoif  she  knew  .._ _.._ 

Ol  Deilbelickel.old  Dougal  Baresword,  the  Laird  of 
^|. 1    — J  ,.1 r 1..  i.._j..i: u:.i. 


to  inlimacy.  Indeed  she  knew  how  to  make 
-  Dalbelickel.old  Dougal  Baresword,  the  Laird  of 
nJybrswl,  and  others,  pay  for  (he  hoapilalicy  which 
Mill  did  not  ihink  proper  lo  deny  ihem,  by  rendering 
ihem  uaeliil  in  her  negoiiations  with  ihe  liKhibanded 
lads  beyond  the  Cairn,  who,  finding  iheirlatcobjecl  of 
phmder  was  itow  allied  to     kend  folk  a,  and  owned  by 


a 

on  reported   to  be  ■"  a  goad 

be  expected."     SbelooK  tba 

i  (having  alill    all    her    wits   about  bs) 

.iraci  from  her  sympathetic  husband  two  pro- 

s;  SiBl,  that  he  would  chriateo  itae  child,  whoia 

was  Ulu  to  coat  her  so  dear,  by  s  name  indi- 

e  of  the  vision  with  «hich  she  bad  be«Q  fia- 

id  ;  and  noil,  that   be  would  ednrsle   hioi  far 

ministry.    The  canny  Yorkshireman,  ihinkina 

lad  a  good  title  at  present   to  dictate  in  aa£ 

frs,  aubscribcd  (o  all  she  required.    A  man'chiU 

Bceotdingly  bom   under   theae   cnndiiions,  but 

(ale  of  the  mother  did  not  permit  her  for  manr 

to   ittquire   how   far   they  had  been  compbcd 

When  she  was  in  some  degree  convaleKrnl, 

_...    L'BS  mformed,  that  bb  it  was  droufihl  til  Ihe  child 

should  be  immediately  chtiatened,  il  had  lecnved  die 

ne  of  Triplolrmusi  the  Curate,  who  was  a  mu 

some  clasaicBl  skill,  conceiving  that  Ibis  epiihel 

itained  a  handsome  and  clsuieal  allusion  lo  the 

..^lonarr  plough,  with  its  triple  yoke  of  oxen.    Itn. 

Yellowley  was  nol  mucb  deltghled  wiih  Ibe  maciEtfT 

'■  ■    ■  .  .    -     -  .^^ 


minion  ithich  his  wife  began  to  asaume  over  him ; 
and  which  wa*  much  confirmed  by  her  proving  to  be 
—lei  mesee— whal  is  thepreiiieatmodeof  eipresBing 
it7'-in  Ihe  family  way.  On  this  occanon,  Mrs.  Yel- 
lowley had  H  rematkable  dream,  as  is  the  usual  prac- 
tice of  teeming  motbeis  previoua  to  the  birth  of  an 
ilhuttioiia  ot&pting.  She  "  was  anlrcBmed,"  as  her 
busbBtH]  otpraisedil,  that  she  wag  safely  delivered  of 
■  plouf^,  drawn  by  three  yoke  of  Angna-shire  oxen ; 
and  being  a  mighty  investigator  into  such  porienia, 
she  ■>!  heiMlf  down  with  her  gossips,  lo  consider 
what  the  Thing  might  mean.  Honest  Jaqwrventured, 

d  reference  rather  lo  things  past 

future,  and  might  hove  been  occasioned 
■ """ving  been  a  little  sianled  by 


bean.  But  the ^oodcurntnen*  raised  such  a  hue  and 
err  ifninsl  this  tuipoiition.  that  Javier  was  fain  to 
pDl  his  SagetB  in  hisean,  nod  lo  mn  oui  of  the  ^lan- 

"Hear  to  him,"  aaid  an  o]d  whigamore  cartino— 
"hear  lo  him,  wi'  his  owsen,  that  are  as  an  idol  to 
-        If  of  Bethell  Na,  na-ii'a  nee 


Ibe  pleinh  of  Ihe  apiiit- 
wuihehead  -"-—--- 
hilTBide," 

"Now  Ihe  deil'i  in  your  whiggery,"  aaid  ihe  old 
iMf  Glenprosing;  "wad  re  has  our  cummers'a 
bgnny  lad-baitit  wag  the  head  alT  hia  shoulhera  like 


that  the 


caught  up  by  another,  aniTthe  conirovenT  be- 
:n  presbytery  and  episcopacy  roget,  roaied,  or 
er  Bcreomed.  a  round  of  cinnamon  wala-atfrinf 
only  like  oil  to  the  flame,  till  Jaiqwr  entered  with  the 
plough-etatT;  and  by  the  awe  of  hia  pieseace,  and 
■'■-  ibime  of  misiwhaving  "before  ihe  siranaa 
,"  imposed  some  conditionsof  silence  upon  the 

I  do  not  know  whether  il  was  impalwil  to  give 
I  the  light  a  being  destined  to  such  high  and  doubt- 
J  fates,  or  wheiDer  poor  Dame  '\  ellowley  was 
ralher  fnghiened  at  ibe  hurly-burly  which  had  taked 
in  her  presence,  hut  she  was  taken  EuddenJy 


cootonied  with  ihe  1 


:t  the  effif  IB  il  niighi  produce  upon  lbs 

the  sligbieat  thought 

-  boards,  or  any  ihini 

h  Ihe  servile  drudgery  of  iheploneb. 

e   Yorkfibireman,  smded   slyly  in  ha 

nceiving  that  young  Tnppie  was  lihdy  lo 

hip  of  inc  old  block,  and  would  rather  take 

jolly  Yorkshire  yeoman,  than  Iho  genii* 

,_. what  aigrt  blood  of  the  house  of  Clink- 

scsle.  He  remarked,  wnih  suppresaed  glee,  that  ibe 
whioh  best  answered  the  puiposc  of  a  lullab* 
the  "  Ploughman's  Whistle.''  and  the  first  wonft 
nfani  learned  to  slammer  were  the  names  of  ihc 
i  moreover,  that  the  "bera"  prefenvd  home- 
hold  of  the  tankard  wiih* 


then 


oned  by  il 


ing,  above  that  which*  _  . ,    

liberal  recipe,  of  which  his  dame's  bouschoW  ihrifi 
admitted.  Besides  ihia.  when  no  other  means  couki 
be  fallen  upon  to  divert  on  occasional  fit  of  squall- 
ing,  his  fsthcr  observed  thai  Tnn  couU  be  aliraya 
silenced  by  jingling  a  bndle  at  hia  ear.  From  aD 
which  aympioma  he  used  to  swear  in  private,  ihal 
ihe  boy  would  prove  true  Vorkahire,  and  motbsr 
and  mother's  kin  would  bav  ■mall  ahnn,  nf  him 

Mean  while,  and  within , 

Tnptolemua,  Mrs.  Yellowley  bore  a  i 
after  herself  Barbara,  who,  e —  '- 
eihibiied  the  pinched  nose  an 
Cbnkscale  family  were  dist 


ir  after  the  birth  of 


advanced,  ihe  readiness 


iih:  nnu  as  iicT  cnuaajCH 
vith  which  she  aeiled,  and 
ihe  delamcd,  the  playlningi 
I  desire  to  bite,  pinch,  at 
provocation,  were  all  con- 
'trera  aa  proob,  that  Mm 


rdAp.iy.] 
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^bie  would  prove  "  her  mother  over  again."  Mali- 
OU8  people  Old  not  stick  to  say,  that  the  acrimony  of 
le  Clinkscale  blood  had  not,  on  this  occasion, 
9en  cooled  and  sweetened  by  that  of  Old  En^and; 
tat  young  Ddlbelicket  was  much  about  the  nouae, 
id  they  could  not  but  think  it  odd  that  Mrs. 
ellowl^,  who^  as  the  whole  world  knew,  gave 
othingfor  nothing,  should  be  so  uncommonly  atten- 
ve  to  neap  the  trencher,  and  to  fill  the  caujp.  of  an 
le  blackguard  ne'er-do-weeL  But  when  folk  had 
3ce  looked  upon  the  austere  and  awfuUv  virtuous 
>tmtenance  of  Mrs.  Vellowley,  they  did  mil  justice 
»  her  propriety  of  conduct,  and  Deubelicket's  deU- 
icv  of  taste. 

Mean  time  yotmg  Triptolemus,  having  received 
ich  instructions  as  the  Curate  could  give  him,  (for 
lough  Dame  Vellowley  adhered  to  the  persecuted 
tmnant,  her  jolly  husband,  edi6ed  by  the  black  gown 
iid  prayef'bookt  still  conformed  to  the  church  as  by 
iw  established,)  was,  in  due  process  of  time,  sent  to 
aint  Andrews  to  prosecute  his  studies.  He  went,  it 
i  true ;  but  with  an  eye  turned  back  with  sad  re- 
lembrances  on  his  father's  plough,  his  father's 
mcakes,  and  his  father's  ale,  for  which  the  small- 
ser  of  the  college,  commonly  there  termed  "thorough- 
9-nimble«"  furnished  a  poor  substitute.  Yet  he 
ivanced  in  his  learning,  being  found,  however,  to 
low  a  particular  favour  to  such  authors  of  anti- 
lity  as  had  made  the  improvement  of  the  soil  the 
^ject  of  their  researches.  He  endured  the  Bucolics 
r  VirnI— the  Georgics  he  had  by  heart— but  the 
Sneid  no  could  not  away  with ;  and  he  was,  par- 
cularly  severe  upon  the  celebrated  line  expressing  a 
aarge  of  cavaliy,  because,  as  he  understood  the 
'ord  putrem^*  he  opined  that  the  combatants,  in 
t&T  inconsiderate  ardour,  galloped  over  a  new-ma- 
ured  ploughed  field.  Catq,  the  Roman  Censor,  was 
is  favourite  among  classical  heroes  and  philoso- 
tiers,  not  on  account  of  the  strictness  of  his  morals, 
ut  because  of  his  treatise,  <U  Re  Ruatica.  He  had 
ver  in  his  mouth  the  phrase  of  Cicero,  Jam  nemi' 
em  anteponea  CcUonL  He  thou^t  well  of  Palladius, 
nd  of  Terentius  Varro,  but  Columella  was  his 
ocket-companion*  To  these  ancient  worthies,  he 
dded  the  more  modem  Tusser,  Hartlib,  and  other 
niters  on  rural  economics,  not  forgettine^the  lucu- 
rations  of  the  Shepherd  of  Salisburv  Flain,  and 
ach  of  the  better-informed  Philomaths,  whO|  in- 
'.ead  of  loading  their  almanacs  with  vain  predic- 
ons  of  poUtical  events,  pretended  to  see  what  seeds 
'ould  grow  and  what  would  not,  and  direct  the  at- 
intion  of  their  readers  to  that  course  of  cultivation 
om  which  the  production  of  good  crops  may  be 
ifely  predicted ;  modest  sa^es,  in  fine,  who,  careless 
'  the  rise  and  downfall  of  empires,  content  them- 
tlves  with  pointing  out  the  fit  seasons  to  reap  and 
tw,  with  a  fair  guess  at  the  weather  which  each 
onth  will  be  likely  to  present;  as,  for  example, 
at  if  Heaven  pleases,  we  shall  have  snow  in  Janu- 
y,  and  the  author  will  stake  his  reputation  that  July 
oves,  on  the  whole,  a  month  of  sunshine.  Now, 
though  the  Rector  of  Saint  Leonard's  was  greatly 
eased,  in  general,  with  the  ouiet,  laborious,  and 
udious  bent  of  Triptolemus  Yeliowley.  and  deemed 
m,  in  so  far,  worthy  of  a  name  of  tour  syllables 
ivm^  a  Latin  termination,  yet  he  relished  not,  by 
ly  means,  his  exclusive  attention  to  his  favourite 
ithore.  It  savoured  of  the  earth,  he  said,  if  not  of 
mething  worse,  to  have  a  man's  mind  always 
ovelling  in  mould,  stercorated  or  unstercorated ; 
id  he  pointed  out,  but  in  vain,  history,  and  poetry, 
id  divinity,  as  more  elevating  subjects  of  occupation, 
riptolemus  Yeliowley  was  obstinate  in  his  own 
urse :  Of  the  battle  of  Pharsalia,  he  thought  not  as 
affected  the  freedom  of  the  world,  but  dwelt  on  the 
rh  crop  which  the  Emathian  fields  were  likely  to 
oduce  the  next  season.  In  vernacular  poetry, 
'iptolemus  could  scarce  be  prevailed  upon  to  read  a 
igle  couplet,  excepting  old  Tusser.  as  aforesaid, 
^ose  Hundred  Points  of  Good  Husbandry  he  had 
t  by  heart:  and  excepting  also  Piers  Ploughman's 
sion,  which,  charmed  with  the  title,  he  bought  with 
idity  from  a  packman,  but  after  reading  the  two 
*  QdsdnipedaiDqve  putiMS  Mmitu  quatit  unfvla  campain. 


first  pages,  flang  it  mto  the  fire  as  tn  impudent  and 
misnamed  political  libel.  As  to  divinity,  he  summed 
that  matter  up  by  reminding  his  instructers,  that  to 
labour  the  earth  and  win  his  bread  with  the  toil  of  his 
body  and  sweat  of  his  brow,  was  tl^e  lot  imposed 
upon  fallen  man;  and,  for  his  part,  he  was  resolved 
to  discharge,  to  the  best  of  his  abilities,  a  task  so 
obviously  necessary  to  existence,  leaving  othera  to 
speculate  as  much  as  they  would,  upon  the  more 
recondite  mysteries  of  theology. 

With  a  roirit  so  much  narrowed  and  limited  to  the 
concerns  of  rural  life,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the 
proficiency  of  Triptolemus  in  learning,  or  the  use  he 
was  like  to  make  of  his  acquisitions,  would  have 
much  gratified  the  ambitious  hope  of  his  affectionate 
mother.  It  is  true,  he  expressed  no  reluctance  to  em- 
brace the  profession  of  a  clergyman,  which  suited  well 
enough  with  the  habitual  personal  indolence  which 
sometimes  attaches  to  speculative  dispositions.  He 
had  views,  to  speak  plainly,  (I  wish  they  were  pecu- 
liar to  himself^)  of  cultivating  the  glebe  six  days  m  the 
week,  preaching  on  the  seventh  with  due  r^^arity, 
and  dining  with  some  fat  franklin  or  country  laird, 
with  whom  he  could  smoke  a  pipe  and  drink  a  tank- 
ard after  dinner,  and  mix  in  secret  conference  on  the 
exhaustless  subject. 

Quia  tkciat  latu  wfetag. 

Now,  this  plan,  besides  that  it  indicated  nothing  of 
what  was  tnen  called  the  root  of  the  matter,  implied 
necessarily  the  possession  of  a  manse ;  and  the  pos- 
session of  a  manse  infisrred  compliance  with  the  doc- 
trines of  prelacy,  and  other  enormities  of  the  time. 
There  was  some  question  how  far  manse  and  glebe, 
stipend,  both  victual  and  money,  might  have  out- 
balanced the  good  lady's  predispositk>n  towards  Pres- 
bytery; but  her  zeal  was  not  put  to  so  severe  a  trial 
She  died  before  her  son  had  completed  his  studies, 
leaving  her  afflicted  spouse  just  as  disconsolate  as  was 
to  be  expected.  The  firet  act  of  old  Jasper's  undi- 
vided administration  was  to  recall  his  son  from  Saint 
Andrews,  in  order  to  obtain  his  assistance  in  his  do- 
mestic labours.  And  here  it  might  have  been  sup- 
posed that  our  Triptolemus.  summoned  to  carry  into 
Eractice  what  he  had  so  fondly  studied  in  theory,  must 
ave  been,  to  use  a  simile  which  fu  would  have 
thought  lively,  like  a  cow  entering  upon  a  clover  park. 
Alas,  mistaken  thoughts,  and  deceitful  hopes  of  man- 
kind! 

A  laus^ng  philosopher,  the  Democritus  of  our  day, 
once,  in  a  moral  lecture,  compared  human  life  to  a 
table  pierced  with  a  number  of  holes,  each  of  which 
has  a  pin  made  exactly  to  fit  it,  but  which  pins  being 
stuck  m  hastily,  and  without  selection,  chance  leads 
inevitably  to  the  most  awkward  mistakes.  "For 
how  often  do  we  see,"  the  orator  pathetically  con- 
eluded; — "  how  often,  I  say,  do  wo  see  the  round  man 
stuck  mto  the  three-cornered  hole !"  This  new  illus- 
tration of  the  vagaries  of  fortune  set  every  one  pre- 
sent into  convulsions  of  laughter,  excepting  one  fat 
alderman,  who  seemed  to  make  the  case  his  own,  and 
insisted ,  that  it  was  no  jesting  matter.  To  take  vp 
the  simile,  however,  which  is  an  excellent  one,  it  is 
plain  that  Triptolemus  Yeliowley  had  been  shaken 
out  of  the  bag  at  least  a  hundred  years  to  soon.  If  he 
had  come  on  the  stage  in  our  own  time,  that  is,  if  he 
had  fiourished  at  anv  time  within  these  thirty  or  forty 
years,  he  could  not  nave  missed  to  have  held  the  of- 
fice of  vice-president  of  some  eminent  .agricultural 
society,  and  to  have  transacted  alUhe  business  thereof 
under  the  auspices  of  some  noble  duke  or  lord,  who, 
as  the  matter  might  happen,  either  knew,  or  did  not 
know,  the  difierence  betwixt  a  horse  and  a  cart,  and 
cart-horse.  He  could  not  have  missed  such  prefer- 
ment, for  he  was  exceedinygly  learned  in  all  those  par- 
ticulars, which,  being  of^no  consequence  in  actual 
practice,  go,  of  course,  a  great  way  to  constitute  the 
character  oi  a  connoisseur  in  any  art,  and  especially 
in  agriculture.  But,  alas!  Triptolemus  Yeliowley 
had,  as  we  already  have  hinted,  come  into  the  worid 
at  least  a  century  too  soon ;  for,  instead  of  sitting  in 
an  arm-chair,  with  a  hammer  in  his  hand,  and  a 
bumper  of  port  before  him,  givina  forth  the  toast,— 
*'  To  breeding,  in  all  its  branches,"  his  father  planted 
him  betwixt  the  stilts  of  a  plough,  and  invited  him  tu 
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miide  th6  oxen,  on  whose  beauties  be  would,  in  our 
aay,  have  descanted,  and  whose  rumps  he  would  not 
have  goaded,  but  have  carved.  Old  Jasper  complain- 
ed, that  although  no  one  talked  so  well  of  common 
and  several,  wheat  and  rape,  fallow  and  lea,  as  his 
learned  son,  (whom  he  always  called  Tolimus,)  vet, 
"dang it,"  added  the  Seneca,  "  naught  thrives  wi'^un 
— naiiht  thrives  wi'  un !"  It  was  still  worse,  when 
Jasper,  becoming  frail  and  ancient,  was  obliged,  as 
happened  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  gradually  to 
yicud  up  the  reins  of  government  to  the  academical 
neophyte. 

As  if  Nature  had  meant  him  a  spite,  he  had  got 
one  of  the  dourest  and  most  intractable  farms  in  the 
Meams,  to  try  conclusions  withal,  a  place  which 
seemed  to  yield  everv  thing  but  what  the  apfricul- 
turist  wanted;  for  there  were  plenty  of  thistles, 
which  indicates  dry  land :  and  •store  of  fern,  which 
is  said  to  intimate  deep  land;  and  nettles,  which 
show  where  lime  hath  been  applied;  and  deep  fur- 
rows in  the  most  unlikely  spots,  which  intimated  that 
it  had  been  cultivated  in  former  days  bv  the  Peghts, 
as  popular  tradition  bore.  There  was  auo  enough  of 
stones  to  keep  the  ground  warm,  according  to  the 
creed  of  some  farmers,  and  great  abundance  of  springs 
to  render  it  cool  and  sappy,  according  to  the  theory  of 
others.  It  was  in  vain  that,  acting  alternately  on 
these  (pinions,  poor  Triptolemua  endeavoured  to 
avail  himself  of  tne  supposed  capabilities  of  the  soil. 
No  kind  of  butter  that  might  be  churned  could  be 
made  to  stick  upon  his  own  bread,  any  more  than  on 
that  of  poor  Tusser,  whose  Hundred  Points  of  Good 
Husbandry,  so  useful  to  others  of  his  day,  were  never 
to  himself  worth  as  many  pennies.* 

In  fact,  excepting  a  hundred  acres  of  infield,  to 
which  old  Jasper  had  early  seen  the  necessity  of 
limiting  his  labours,  there  was  not  a  comer  of  the 
farm  fit  for  any  thing  but  to  break  plough-graith,  and 
kill  cattle.  And  then,  as  for  the  part  which  was 
really  tilled  with  some  profit,  the  expense  of  the  farm- 
ing establishment  of  Triptolemus,  and  his  disposition 
to  experiment,  soon  cot  rid  of  any  good  arising  from 
the  cultivation  of  it  ''The  carles  ana  the  cart-avers," 
he  confessed,  with  a  sigh,  speaking  of  his  farm -ser- 
vants and  horses, '*  make  it  all,  and  the  carles  and 
cart-avers  eat  it  afl j"  a  conclusion  which  might  sum 
up  the  year-book  of  many  a  gentleman  farmer. 

Matters  would  have  soon  been  brought  to  a  close 
with  Triptolemus  in  the  present  day.  He  would  have 
got  a  bank-credit,  manoeuvred  with  wind-bills,  dashed 
out  upon  a  large  scale,  and  soon  have  seen  his  crop 
and  stock  sequestered  by  the  Sherifi*;  but  in  those 
days  a  man  could  not  ruin  himself  so  easily.  The 
whole  Scottish  tenantry  stood  xxjpon  the  same  level 
flat  of  poverty,  so  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  to 
find  any  vantage  ground,  by  climbing  up  to  which  a 
man  might  have  an  opportunity  of  actually  breaking 
his  neck  with  some  eclat.  They  were  pretty  much  in 
the  situation  of  people,  who,  Being  totally  without 
credit,  may  indeed  suffer  from  indigence,  but  cannot 
possibly  become  bankrupt.  Besides,  notwitltstanding 
the  faifure  of  Triptolemus's  projects,  there  was  to  be 
balanced  against  the  expenditure  which  they  occa- 
sioned, all  the  savings  which  the  extreme  economy  of 
his  sister  Barbary  could  effect ;  and  in  truth  her  ex- 
ertions were  wonaeiful.  She  might  have  realized,  if 
^ny  one  could,  the  idea  of  the  learned  philosopher, 
who  pronounced  that  sleeping  waaa  fancy,  and  eating 
but  a  habit,  and  who  a[>peared  to  the  world  to  have 
renounced  both,  until  it  was  unhappily  discovered 
that  he  had  an  intrigue  with  the  cook-maid  of  the 
family,  who  indemnified  him  for  his  privations  by 
giving  him  private  entr€e  to  the  pantry,  and  to  a  share 
of  her  own  couch.  But  no  such  deceptions  were 
practised  by  Barbara  Yellowley.  She  was  up  early, 
and  down  late,  and  seemed,  to  her  over-watched  and 
over-taaked  maidens,  to  be  as  -wakerife  as  the  cat 
herself.  Then,  for  eating,  it  appeared  that  the  air  was 
a  banquet  to  her,  and  she  would  fain  have  made  it  so 
to  her  retinue.    Her  brother,  who,  besides  being  lazy 

*  This  ii  admitted  by  the  Eo(lith  ainieultnrurt  :— 
"  Mjr  nottflic  Mnee  his  be«n  the  ploiiffh, 

Eotanfled  with  eome  oare  amonff ; 
The  fain  oot  fieat,  the  pain  eoovgh. 

Hath  made  me  img  another  aooi.'^ 


in  his  person,  was  somewhat  Inxunoufl  in  his  appe- 
tite, would  willingly  now  and  then  have  tasted  a 
mouthfiil  of  animal  food,  were  it  but  to  kxtow  bow 
his  sheep  were  fed  ofl^;  but  a  proposal  to  eat  a  chikl 
could  not  have  startled  Mistress  Barbara  more:  and, 
being  of  a  compliant  and  easy  dispositon,  Tripto- 
lemus reconciled  himself  to  the  necessity  of  a  per- 
petual Lent,  too  happy  when  he  could  get  a  scrap 
of  butter  to  his  oaten  cake,  or  ^as  they  hved  on  die 
banks  of  the  Esk)  escape  the  daily  necessity  of  eating 
salmon,  whether  in  or  out  of  season,  nx  days  out  of 
the  seven. 

But  although  Mrs.  Barbara  brought  faitUiilly  \o 
the  joint  stock  all  savings  which  her  awful  powen 
of  economy  accompUshed  to  scrape  together,  and 
although  the  dower  of  their  mother  was  by  degreei 
expended,  or  nearly  so,  in  aiding  them  upon  eztreiM 
occasions,  the  term  at  length  approached  when  it 
seemed  impossible  that  they  could  sustain  the  con- 
flict any  longer  a^inst  the  evil  star  of  TriptoleDui, 
as  he  called  it  himself,  or  the  natural  resiilt  of  his 
absurd  speculations,  as  it  was  termed  by  otbera 
Luckily  at  this  sad  crisis,  a  god  jumped  down  to 
their  relief  out  of  a  machine.  In  plain  Endiih,the 
noble  lord,  who  owned  their  farm,  arrived  athismiii- 
non-house  in  their  neighbourhood,  with  his  coach  and 
six  and  his  running  rootmen,  in  the  full  splendour  of 
the  seventeenth  century. 

This  person  of  quality  was  the  son  of  the  noblemm 
who  had  brought  the  ancient  Jasper  into  the  country 
from  Yorkshire,  and  he  was,  like  his  father,  a  fandfiil 
and  scheming  man.*  He  had  schemed  well  for  him- 
self, however,  amid  the  mutations  of  the  time,  haying 
obtained,  for  a  certain  period  of  years,  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  remote  islands  of  Orkney  and  Zetland, 
for  payment  of  a  certain  rent,  with  the  right  of  mik- 
ing the  most  of  whatever  was  the  property  or  revenoe 
ofthe  crown  in  these  districts  under  the  title  of  Lore 
Chamberlain.  Now,  his  lordship  had  become  pot- 
sessed  with  a  notion,  in  itself  a  very  true  one,  tbii 
much  might  be  done  to  render  this  grant  available,  bf 
improving  the  culture  of  the  crown  lands^  both  in 
Orkney  and  Zetland ;  atKi  then  having  some  aoooaint- 
ance  with  our  friend  Triptolemus,  he  thought  vfl"^ 
less  happily)  that  he  might  prove  a  person  capable  of 
furthering  his  schemes.  He  sent  for  him  to  toe  great 
Hall-house;,  and  was  so  much  edified  by  the  way  in 
which  our  mend  laid  down  the  law  upon  every  given 
subject  relating  to  rural  economy,  that  be  wat  no 
time  in  securiiig  the  co-operation  of  so  valuabw  tn 
assistant,  the  first  step  being  to  release  him  from  his 
present  unprofitable  farm.  . 

The  terms  were  arranged  much  to  the  imnd  of 
Triptolemus,  who  had  already  been  taught,  by  many 
years's  experience,  a  dark  sort  of  notion,  that  with- 
out undervaininjg  or  doubting  for  a  moment  his  own 
skill,  it  would  be  quite  as  well  that  almost  all  the 
trouble  and  risk  should  be  at  the  expense  of  «.»•*"' 

E lover.  Indeed,  the  hopes  of  advantage  which  he 
eld  out  to  his  patron  were  so  considerable,  that  the 
Lord  Chamberlain  dropped  every  idea  of  admitting 
his  dependent  into  any  share  of  tne  expected  profitsj 
for,  rude  as  the  arts  of  agriculture  were  in  Scotland, 
they  were  far  superior  to  those  known  and  pracow* 
in  the  regions  of  Thule,  and  Triptolemus  \  cUoww! 
conceived  himself  to  be  possessed  of  a  degree  of  m- 
sight  into  these  mysteries,  far  superior  to  what  was 
possessed  or  practised  even  in  the  Meams.  Tne  im- 
provement, therefore,  which  was  to  be  expected, 
would  bear  a  double  proportion,  and  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain was  to  reap  all  the  profit,  deducting  a  hand- 
some salary  fbr  his  steward  Yellowley.  together  win 
the  accommodation  of  a  house  and  doraesoc  nxi\ 
for  the  support  of  his  family.  Joy  seized  the  heart  oi 
Mistress  Barbara,  at  bearing  this  happy  tenninatwn 
of  what  threatened  to  be  so  very  bad  an  aflair  as  tne 
lease  of  Cauldacres.  ,    . 

"If  we  cannot,"  she  said,  "provide  for  our  own 

♦  QOVBRKMBNT  OF  ZSTLANa-At  the  T»^o4 JMI^Omi,^ 

Barti  of  Morton  held  Uie  if  land*  of  Orkney  and  Sfetlaod,  oo^ 

Jinally  fmted  in  1643,  conflnned  in  1T07,  and  rendered  »»"" 
I  \f«%.  Thif  t»ve  the  family  naucb  property  and  wflj"** 
which  they  ueually  werciwdby  Actor^nained  chaafertj^ 
In  Iwe  thi  property  was  aold  by  the  th«i  Eari  of  Mort£^ 


Sir  Le  wreooe  iDandas,  by  whoee  ton.  Lord  Dvidae,  it  it  now  beW- 
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house,  when  all  is  coming  in,  and  nothing  going  out, 
surely  we  must  be  worse  than  infidels !"  , 

iViptolemus  was  a  busy  man  for  some  time,  huffing 
and  puffing,  and  eating  and  drinking  in  every  change- 
house,  whUe  he  ordered  and  collected  together  proper 
implements  of  agriculture,  to  be  used  by  the  natives  of 
these  devoted  islands,  whose  destinies  were  menaced 
with  this  formidable  change.  Singular  tools  these 
would  seem,  if  presented  berore  a  modem  agricultural 
society;  but  every  thing  is  relative,  nof  could  the 
heavy  cartload  of  timber,  'called  the  old  Scots  plough, 
seem  less  strange  to  a  Scottish  farmer  of  this  present 
day,  than  the  corselets  and  casques  of  the  soldiers  of 
Cortes  might  seem  to  a  regiment  of  our  own  army. 
Vet  the  latter  conquered  Mexico,  and  undoubtedly  the 
former  would  have  been  a  splendid  improvement  on 
the  state  of  agriculture  in  Thvle. 

We  have  never  been  able  to  learn  whv  Triptolernus 
preferred  fixing  his  residence  in  ^tlana,  to  becoming 
an  inhabitant  of  the  Orkneys.  Perhaps  he  thought 
the  inhabitants  of  the  latter  Archipelago  the  more 
simple  and  docile  of  the  two  kindred  tribes ;  or  per- 
haps he  considered  the  situation  of  the  house  and 
farm  he  himself  was  to  occupy,  (which  was  indeed  a 
tolerable  one,)  as  preferable  to  that  which  he  had  it  in 
his  power  to  have  obtained  upon  Pomona,  (so  the 
main  island  of  the  Orkneys  is  entitled).  At  Harfra, 
or,  as  it  was  sometimes  called,  Stourburgh,  from  the 
remains  of  a  Pictish  fort  which  was  almost  close  to 
the  mansion-house,  the  factor  settled  himself  in  the 
plenitude  of  his  authority;  determined  to  honour  the 
name  he  bore  by  his  exertions,  in  i>recept  and  exam- 
ple, to  civilize  the  Zetlandera,  and  improve  their  very 
confined  knowledge  in  the  primary  arts  of  human 
life. 


CHAPTER  V. 

The  wind  blew  keen  flrae  north  and  ettit ; 

It  Mew  upon  the  floor. 
Quo'  our  ffoodnun  to  oar  foodwife, 

"  Get  up  and  bar  the  door." 
"  My  hand  is  in  my  houjewife-ikep, 

Goodman,  a*  re  mar  ne ; 
If  it  ahouidna  be  barred  Uieae  hundred  jreari, 

It'a  no  be  barred  for  me  i" 


OUBOH- 


Wb  can  only  hope  that  the  gende  reader  has  not 
found  the  latter  part  of  the  last  chapter  extremely 
tedious ;  but,  at  any  rate,  his  impatience  will  scarce 
equal  that  of  young  Mordaunt  Mertoun^  who,  while 
the  lighming  came  flash  after  flash,  while  the  wind, 
veering  and  shifting  from  point  to  point,  blew  with 
all  the  fury,  of  a  hurricane,  and  while  the  rain  was 
dashed  against  him  in  deluges,  stood  hammering, 
calling,  and  roaring  at  the,  door  of  the  old  Place  of 
Harfira,  impatient  Tor  admittance,  and  at  a  loss  to 
conceive  any  position  of  existing  circumstances, 
which  could  occasion  the  exclusion  of  a  stranger, 
especiallv  during  such  horrible  weather.  At  length, 
finding  nis  noise  and  vociferation  were  equally  in 
vain,  he  fell  back  so  far  from  the  front  of  the  house, 
as  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  reconnoitre  the 
chimnesrs  t  and  amidst "  storm  and  shade;"  could  dis- 
cover, to  the  increase  of  his  dismay,  that  though  noon, 
then  the  dinner  hour  of  these  islands,  was  now 
nearly  arrived,  there  was  no  smoke  proceeding  from 
the  tunnels  of  the  vents  to  give  any  note  of  prepara- 
tion within. 

Mordaimt's  wrathful  impatience  was  now  changed 
into  sympathy  and  alarm ;  for,  so  long  accustomed 
to  the  exuberant  hospitality  of  the  Zetland  islands, 
he  was  immediately  induced  to  suppose  some  strange 
and  unaccountable  disaster  had  befallen  the  family; 
and  forthwith  set  himself  to  discover  some  place  at 
which  he  could  make  forcible  entry,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  ntuation  of  the  inmates,  as  much  as  to  ob- 
tain shelter  from  the  still  increasing  storm.  His  pre- 
sent anxiety  was,  however,  as  much  thrown  awav  as 
his  late  clamorous  importunities  for  admittance  nad 
been.  Triptolemus  and  his  sister  had  heard  the  whole 
alarm,  without,  and  had  already  had  a  sharp  dispute 
on  the  propriety  of  opening  the  door. 

Mrs.  Baby,  as  we  Have  oescxibed  her,  was  no  willing; 
renderer  of  me  rites  of  hospitaUtv.  In  their  farm  of 
Catildacres,  in  the  Meams,  the  tiad  been  the  dread 


and  abhorrence  ofallgaberlunzie  men,  and  travelling 

J>ackmen,  gipsies,  long  remembered  beggars,  and  so 
brth ;  nor  was  there  one  of  them  so  wily  as  she  used 
to  boast,  as  could  ever  say  they  had  heard  the  clink 
of  her  dneck.  In  Zetland,  where  the  new  settlers 
were  yet  strangers  to  the  extreme  honesty  and  sim- 
plicity of  all  classes,  suspicion  and  fear  joined  with 
migality  in  her  desire  to  exclude  all  wandering  guests 
of  uncertain  character ;  and  the  second  of  these  mo- 
tives had  its  eflect  on  Triptolemus  himself,  who. 
though  neither  suspicious  nor  penurious,  knew  good 
people  were  scarce,  good  farmws  scarcer,  and  had  a 
reasonable  share  bi  that  wisdom  which  looks  towards 
self-preservation  as  the  firet  law  of  nature.  These 
hints  may  serve  as  a  commentary  on  the  following 
dialogue  which  took  place  betwixt  the  brother  and 
sister. 

"  Now,  good  be  gracious  to  us."  said  Triptolemiu, 
as  he  sat  thumbing  his  old  school-copy  of  Virgil, 
*'  here  is  a  pure  day  for  the  bear  seed  !~Well  spoke 
the  wise  Mantuan — ventis  mrgerUibut — and  then 
the  mans  of  the  moimtains,  and  the  long-resound- 
ing shores^but  whereas  the  woods.  Baby  T  tell  me,  I 
say,  where  we  shall  find  the  nemorum  murmurj  sis- 
ter Baby,  in  these  new  seats  of  ours  1" 

"  What's  your  foolish  will?"  said  Baby,  popping  her 
head  from  out  of  a  dark  recess  in  the  kitchen,  where 
she  was  busy  about  some  nameless  deed  of  house- 
wifery. 

Her  brother,  who  had  addressed  himself  to  her  more 
from  habit  than  intention,  no  sooner  saw  her  bleak 
red  nose,  keen  gray  eyes^  with  the  sharp  features 
thraminto  conforming,  snaaed  by  the  flaps  of  the  loose 
toy  which  depended  on  each  side  of  her  eager  fiice, 
than  he  bethought  himself  that  his  auery  was  likely 
to  find  Utile  acceptation  from  hei;  ana  therefore  stood 
another  volley  before  he  would  resume  the  topic. 

**  I  say,  Mr.  Yellowley,"  said  sister  Baby,  coming 
into  the  middle  of  the  room,  "  what  for  are  ye  crying 
on  me,  and  me  in  the  midst  of  my  housewueskep  1" 
"  Nay.  for  nothing  at  all,  Baby/'  answered  Tripto- 
lemus, saving  that  I  was  saying  to  myself  that 
here  we  had  the  sea,  and  the  wind,  and  the  rain,  suffi- 
cient enough,  but  where' s  the  woodi  where  s  the 
wood.  Baby,  answer  me  that  T 

"The  woodi"  replied  Baby— "Were  I  no  to  take 
better  care  of  the  wood  than  you,  brother,  there  would 
soon  be  no  more  wood  about  the  town  than  the  bar- 
ber's block  that's  on  your  own  shoulders,  Triptole- 
mus. If  ye  be  thinking  of  the  wreck-wood  that  the 
callants  broueht  in  yesterday,  there  was  six  ounces  of 
it  gaed  to  bou  your  parritch  tnb  morning ;  thougb,  I 
trow,  a  carefu  men  wad  have  ta'en  drammodt,  if 
breakfast  he  behoved  to  have,  rather  than  waste 
baith  meltith  and  fuel  in  the  same  mopiing." 

"That  is  to  say.  Baby,"  replied  Tnptolemus,  who 
was  somewhat  of  a  dry  joker  m  his  way,  "  that  when 
we  have  fire  we  are  not  to  have  food,  and  when  we 
have  food  we  are  not  to  have  fire,  these  being  too  great 
blessings  to  enjoy  both  on  the  same  day !  uood  Tuck, 
you  do  not  cffopose  we  should  starve  with  cold  and 
starve  with  hunger  unico  amlexiu.  But,  to  tell  you 
tbe  truth,  I  could  never  away  with  raw  oatmeal, 
slockenea  with  water,  in  all  my  life.  Call  it  dram- 
mock,  or  crowdie,  or  just  what  ye  list,  my  vivers  must 
thole  fire  andwater.'^ 

"The  mair  gowk  you,"  said  Baby;  "can  ye  not 
make  your  brose  on  the  Sunday,  and  sup  them  cauld, 
on  :the  Monday,  since  ye're  sae  dainty  ?    Mony  is  the 
fairer  face  than  yours  that  has  licked  the  lip  after  such 
a  cogfu'." 

"Mercy  on  us,  sister  T'  said  Triptolemus ;  "at  this 
rate,  it's  a  finished  field  with  me— I  must  unyoke  the 
pleu^,  and  lie  down  to  wait  for  the  dead-thraw. 
Here  is  that  in  this  house  wad  bold  all  Zetland  in 
meal  for  a  twelvemonth,  and  ye  grudge  a  cogfu'  of 
warm  parritch  to  ma,  that  has  sic  a  charge !" 

"  Whisht-^auld  your  silly  clavering  tongue !"  said 
Baby,  looking  round  with  apprehension—  ye  are  a 
wise  man  to  speak  of  what  is  m  the  house,  and  a  fit- 
ting man  to  have  the  charge  of  it !— Hark,  as  I  hve  by 
bread,  I  hear  a  tapping  at  the  outer yett  r ' 

"  Go  and  open  it  then,  Baby,"  said  her  brother,  glad 
at  any  thing  that  promised  to  intemipt  the  dispute. 


yAnd  whaiKoniLa  81.  Ri 


k>  je,  Tolimus' 
Don  for  >  Caih, 
be  no  Higfalani 


iii-icniiing  chitlds  gsng^an  ihe  place  yes t^ay,  ai 


je  frde  beTOnI  Clochns-fc 
i  m  then  handa,  whaalina  luuvea  iney  can 
III  ihey  toaked  a*  like  ctirki  and  wbio^en  a 


honosl  men 

Here  the 

lerjr  nudibJi 


"Iflhev 

bSltane'foTli!-^ 

"Who  Bpeaka  ni 
lonpiel"  -  ■-'■^■ 
lnBIanth 


Took  tike  anitiier.     There  il 

and  shoulB  of  Mordaunl  w 
ivery  iwcll  of  the  horrible  bl 


each  olher  in  na\  perplpijir  an 
heard  of  Lhe  siller,"  Baid  Bnby,  hi 


n  they  should  hold  iheir 


the  old  Spanish- barrelled  duck-gun— gu  u  if 
you  were  ai^pinB  on  new-Uid  era." 

Baby  crept  to  ihe  window,  ■nd^rEporied  thai  ahe 
■aw  only  "  one  younfi  chield,  clatlenni;  and  roaring 
H  ^n  he  were  dDd,  How  many  there  might  be  out 
of  ugbl.  she  could  not  say." 

'■Out  of  sight  !-nonsense,"  said  Triplolemus,  lav- 
ing aaide  the  ramrod  wilh  which  he  waa  loading  the 
piece,  wilh  a  trembling  hand.  "I  will  warrant  them 
out  of  alghl  and  hearing  both— this  ia  aome  poor  fel- 
low CDlched  in  the  tempeat,  wanla  the  shelter  of  our 
roof,  and  a  little  refreehment.  Open  the  door,  Baby, 
it'aa  Christian  deed." 
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hold— what  the  devil  mean  you  by  keeping 
boiled  in  weather  tike  ihia,  and  levelline  yi 
folk'a  heads  as  you  would  at  a  Bcalgh'sl'' 

"And  who  ate  you,  friend,  and  what  want  yooT 
raid  TViplolemus,  lowering  the  but  of  his  gun  to  thi 
floor  HB  heepoke,  and  «o  recoverinehie  arms, 

"What  do  I  want!"  said  MoldauDIi  "I  wan. 
every  thing— 1  want  meat,  drink,  and  fire,  a  bed  for 
Ihe  night,  and  a  aheUie  for  to-morrow  morning  to 

"And  ye  said  there  were  nae  cslerana  or  snmcni 
here?''  said  Baby  lo  Ihe  agriculturist,  rii>  roach  fully. 
"Heard  ye  ever  a  breeklesa  loon  frae  iJochaber  tell 
bis  mind  and  his  errand  mair  deftly  T— Come,  come, 
(riend,"  she  added,  addreadng  herself  lo  Hordannl, 
"  put  up  vour  pipes  and  gang  your  gale ;  this  Is  the 
.  house  of  his  lordahip'a  fsclor,  and  no  place  of  reaei 
for  thigsera  or  somers." 

Mordnunt  laughed  in  her  face  at  the  simplicilir  of 
iho  request.  "  Leave  built  walls,"  he  said,  "  and  in 
such  a  lempat  ns  this  7  What  lake  you  me  for  7— c 
e»nn(  ' ■  ■    " 


youlhink  -...., 

,...„  ,— .  ,.ands  and  skirling  ai  me  like  a  n- 
man,   should   drive  me  from  the  shelter  ii 

"And  BO  yonpropoBe,  younaman,"  said  Trintole- 
muB,  gravely,  "to  siBy  m  my  house,  roim»nofcn»— 
ibal  is,  whether  we  willornoT' 

"Willi"  raid  MnrdBunl;  "what right  ha*eyoa 
will  any  thing  about  ill    Do  you  not  hear  the  ihu 
dsrt    Do  you  not  hear  the  rain?    Do  you  not  s_ 
tbehefatningl    And  do  you  not  knowthisiBlhflonly 
house  widuD  I  wot  not  how  many  milssl    Corns, 


Hs  seized  the  fire-tongs,  taked  logelher  the  ember* 
upon  the  hearth,  broke  up  into  life  the  galherinp-peal, 
which  the  bosiess  had  calculainl  should  have  pt«- 
served  the  seeds  of  fire,  without  giving  them  forth, 
for  many  hours ;  then  casting  his  eye  round,  saw  in 
a  comer  the  stock  oC  drifl-wood,  which  Mtatn^ 
Baby  had  served  forth  by  ounces,  Biid  transfcrnid  two 
or  three  logs  of  it  at  once  to  the  hearth,  which,  con- 
scious of  such  unwonted  supply,  be^an  lo  tmnsmil  to 
The  chimney  aucn  a  snioke  as  had  not  issued  from  lite 
Place  of  Hsrfia  for  many  a  day. 

While  their  uninvited  guest  waa  Ihus  making  him- 
self at  home.  Baby  kept  edging  and  jogging  the  factor 
lo  turn  out  the  intruder.  But  for  this  undenakinft 
Triploiemus  Ye  I  low  ley  felt  neither  courage  nori^ 
nordidcinnunitanceB  seem  ai  all  to  warrant  Ihefs- 
lourable  conclusion  of  any  fray  into  which  he  might 
enter  with  the  young  stranger.  The  sinewy  limb* 
and  graceful  form  orHordsiznt  Merloun  were  seen  lo 

Sreet  advantage  in  hie  simple  eeo-drens ;  and  with  his 
ark  sparkhng  eye,  finely  formod  hesd,  animated  fca- 
lurea,  close  curled  dsrk  hair,  and  bold,  ftee  looks,  the 
"      led  a  very  slmng  contraai  wilh  the  boa' 
had  intruded  himse.'"     ""  '       ' 


anger  formed  a  very  si 
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BesideB,  Uie  factor  was  an  honest  mod-naiured  6 
at  bottom,  and  being  soon  satisfied  that  hisgues 
■""" -■>-—  ihoBc  of  obtaining  rrfuge  frot 


rould,  despite  his  sister'a  inBtigBiions,  hi 
ast  act  to  deny  a  boon  so  rcBBonable  ana 
youib  whose  exterior  was  bo  prcpos- 
..  _j    .i.___i-___    rongi(jering  how  he 


He  stood,   then 
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hospitable  landlord,  out  of  thai  of  ibe  churlish  de- 
fender of  his  domefilic  castle.  uEBinsl  en  unauihotited 
intrusion,  when  Baby,  who  had  stood  appalled  at  the 
eitreme  familiarity  of  the  ettanitrr's  addren  sad  de- 

"My  troth,  lad,"  said  she  lo  Mordaunl,  "'yo  arem 
Mate,  to  light  on  at  that  rate,  and  ihe  hem  of  wood, 
loo— naneof  your  shamc^  pes",  but  good  aik  timber, 

"You  come  lightly  by  it,  dame,"  said  Mordaunl, 
carolesaly;  "andyou  should  not  gnidge  to  the  firr 
what  the  b«  gives  you  for  nothing.  These  good  ribs 
of  oak  did  their  last  duly  upon  earth  snd  ocean,  when 
they  could  hold  no  longer  togelher  under  the  bravr 
hearls  ihal  manned  ihehark.'^ 

"  And  that's  true,  too,"  said  the  M  womsn,  sofiec- 
ing— "Ihis  maun  be  awsomo  weather  by  sea.    Sit 

"  Ay,  ay,"  said  Triplolemus,  "  it  is  n  pleasure  lo  sm 
siccan  a  bonny  bleeir.  I  havena  seea  Iho  like  e'l 
since  I  left  CatildacreB." 

"And  shnllna  see  the  like  o'l  sgajn  in  a  hBny," 
said  Baby,  "  unless  the  bouse  Iske  lire,  or  ihcie  aoM 
be  a  coil-heugh  fuund  out." 

"And  wherefore  should  there  not  be  a  roal-heu{^ 
found  out?"  aaid  the  factor,  Iriumphnntlj^"!  iy 
whnefore  should  not  a  cosl-heugh  be  found  otit  ia 
Zetland  as  well  as  in  Fife,  now  thai  the  CbanbeHaiB 
far-sighted  and  discreet  man  upon  the  spot  U 
-     -■    -t^    they  ara  baidi 
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rwhat"'it  ia,  Tolemus  Yellawley,"  an- 
ssier,  who  had  practical  reaaoBs  lafaai 
B  opening  upon  any  fabe  Bceni,  "if  Toa 
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I  gold  mine,  I  ken  weel  wha  would  promise  M 
sold  have  Portugal  pieceaclinkiig  in  hie  pouch  bdbss 
the  year  gaed  by." 
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THE  PIBATE. 


"And  why  tuld  I  not  T  said  Tnptolannif^"  nuiylNi 
your  heed  does  not  know  there  is  a  land  in  Onney 
called  pphir,  or  something  yery  like  it;  and  where- 
fore might  not  Solomon,  the  wise  king  of  the  JewSi 
haye  sent  thither  his  ships  and  his  servants  for  four 
hundred  and  fiity  talents  1  I  trow  he  knew  best  where 
to  go  or  send,  and  I  hope  you  belieye  in  your  JKble^ 
Baby?" 

Baby  was  silenced  by  an  appeal  to  scnpture,  how- 
ever mal  h  propost  and  only  answered  by  an  inarticu* 
late  humph  of  mcreduUty  or  scorn,  while  her  brother 
went  on  addressing  Mordaunt— "  Yes,  you  shall  all 
of  you  see  what  a  change  shall  coin  introduce,  even 
into  such  an  unprcv>iuous  country  as  yours.  Ye 
have  not  heard  of  cq;>P^.  I  warrant,  nor  of  iron- 
stone in  these  islands,  neitnerl"  Mordaunt  said  he 
bad  heard  there  was  copper  near  the  Cliffs  of  Ko- 
ninanburgh.  "Ay,  and  a  copper  scum  is  found  on 
the  Loch  of  S  wana,  too,  young  man.  But  the  young- 
est of  you.  doubtless,  thinks  himself  a  match  for  such 
aslamr^ 

Baby,  who  during  all  this  while  had  been  closely 
and  accurately  reconnoitering  the  youth^s  person,  now 
interposed  in  a  manner  by  her  brother  totally  unex- 
pected. "  Ye  had  mair  need,  Mr.  Yellowley,  to  jsive 
the  joung  man  some  dry  clothes,  and  to  see  about 
gettmg  something  for  him  to  eat,  than  to  sit  there 
bleezing  away  with  your  lang  tales,  as  if  the  weadier 
were  not  windy  enow  without  your  help :  and  maybe 
the  lad  would  drink  some  blandi  or  sic-like,  if  ye  had 
the  grace  to  ask  him." 

While  Triptolemus  looked  astonished  at  such  a 

Sroposal,  considering  the  quarter  it  came  Aiom,  Mor- 
aunt  answered,  he  should  be  very  glad  to  have  dry 
clothes,  but  begged  to  be  excused  from  drinking  untu 
he  had  eaten  somewhat" 

Triptolemus  accordingly  conducted  him  into  an- 
other apartment,  and  accommodating  him  with  a 
change  of  dress,  left  him  to  his  arrangements,  while 
he  himself  returned  to  the  kitchen,  much  puzzled  to 
account  for  his  sister's  unusual  fit  of  hospitality.  "  She 
must  be/ejf"*  he  said  "  and  in  that  case  has  not  long 
to  livc^  and  though  I  tall  heir  to  her  tochergood,  1  am 
sorry  for  it;  for  she  has  held  the  house-gear  well  to- 
gether—drawn the  «rth  over  tight  it  may  be  now 
and  then,  but  the  saddle  sits  the  better." 

When  Triptolemus  returned  to  the  kitchen,  he  found 
his  suspicions  confirmed;  for  his  sister  was  in  the 
desperate  act  of  consigning  to  the  pot  a  smoked  goose, 
which,  with  Olivers  of  the  same  tribe,  had  long 
hung  in  the  large  chimney,  muttering  to  herself  at  the 
same  time, — "  It  maun  oe  eaten  sune  or  syne,  and 
what  for  no  by  the  puircallant  7" 

"What  is  this  of  it,  sister?"  said  Triptolemus. 
"  You  have  on  the  girdle  and  the  pot  at  ance.  Wlift 
day  is  tnis  wi'  you  r ' 

'^B'en  such  a  day  as  the  Israelites  had  beside  the 
flesh-pots  of  Egypt,  billy  Triptolemus ;  but  ye  little 
ken  wha  ye  have  m  your  house  this  blessed  day." 

"Troth,  and  little  do  I  ken,"  said  Triptolemus,  "as 
little  as  I  would  ken  the  naig  I  never  saw  before.  I 
would  take  the  lad  for  a  jagger,t  but  he  has  rather 
ower  good  havings,  and  he  has  no  pack." 

"  Ye  ken  as  little  as  ane  of  your  ain  bits  o'  nowt, 
maiij"  retorted  sister  Baby ;  "  ii  ye  ken  na  him,  do  ye 
ken  Tronda  Dronsdaughter?" 

"Tronda  Dronsdaughter  1"  echoed  Triptolemu*— 
"how  should  I  but  ken  her,  when  I  pav  her  twal  pen- 
nies Scots  by  the  day,  for  woriung  in  the  house  here? 
I  trow  she  works  as  if  the  thmgs  burned  her  fin- 
gers, I  had  better  give  a  Scots  lass  a  groat  of  Eng- 
lish siller." 

"  And  that's  the  maist  sensible  word  ve  have  said 
this  blessed  morning. — Weel,  but  Tronda  kens  this 
lad  weeL  and  she  has  often  spoke  to  me  about  him. 
They  call  his  father  the  Silent  Man  of  Sumburgh, 
and  they  say  he's  uncanny." 

"Hout,  hout— nonsense,  nonsense— they  are  aye  at 

*  When  a  jwftoo  chances  hi«  condition  niddenlr,  as  when  a 
miser  becomes  liberal,  or  a  chart  food-hmnoiued,  he  is  said,  in 
Sooteh,  to  be  Ay ;  that  is,  predestined  to  speedj  death,  of 
which  such  rautatiODs  of  hmaoor  are  reoeived  as  a  sore  indi- 
tttioa. 
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sich  trash  as  that,"  said  ths  brother,  "  when  ) 
a  da/a  wark  out  of  them — they  have  stepp 
the  tangs,  or  they  have  met  an  uncanny  body 
have  turned  about  the  hoat  against  the  sun,  t 
there's  naught  to  be  done  that  day." 

"  Weel,  weel,  brother,  ye  are  so  wise,"  sai 
"  because  ye  knapped  Latin  at  Saint  Andre 
can  your  lair  tell  me,  then,  what  the  lad  h 
his  halse?" 

"  A  Barcelona  napkin,  as  wet  as  a  dishcl 
I  have  jusi  lent  him  one  of  my  own  overla* 
Triptolemus. 

**  A  Barcdona,  napkin !"  said  Baby,  eleva 
voice,  and  then  suddenly  lowering  it,  as  froi 
hension  of  being  overheard—"  I  say  a  gold  cl 

"Agoki  chain  I"  said  T^tolemus. 

**In  troth  is  it,  hinny;  and  how  like  yc 
The  folk  say  here,  as  Tronda  tells  me,  that  t 
of  the  Drows  gave  it  to  his  father,  the  Silen 
Sumborgfa." 

"I  wish  you  would  q>eak  sense,  or  be  tl 
woman,"  said  Triptolemus.    " The  upshot  o\ 
then,  that  this  lad  is  the  rich  strangers  son, 
you  are  giving  him  the  goose  you  were  to 
MichaeliQas  !'^ 

"  Troth,  brother,  we  maun  do  something  C 
sake,  and  to  make  friends ;  and  the  lad,"  add 
(for  even  she  was  not  altogether  above  the  p 
of,  her  sex  in  favour  of  outward  form,)  "  the  1 
fair  face  of  his  ain." 

"  Ye  would  have  let  money  a  fair  face,"  si 
tolemu&  "  pass  the  door  pining,  if  it  had  not 
the  gold  chain." 

"Nae  doubt,  nae  doubt,"  replied  Barba 
wadna  have  me  waste  our  substance  on  ever 
or  somer  that  has  the  luck  to  come  bv  the  < 
wet  day?  But  this  lad  has  a  fair  and  a  wi 
ii>  the  country,  and  Tronda  says  he  is  to  be 
to  a  daughter  of  the  rich  Udaller,  Magnus  T 
the  marnageHlay  is  to  be  fixed  whenever  h* 
choice  (set  him  up)  between  the  twa  lasses 
it  wad  be  as  much  as  our  good  name  is  w< 
our  quiet  forby,  to  let  him  sit  unserved,  alth 
does  come  unsent  for." 

"The  best  reason  in  life^"  said  THptolen 
letting  a  man  into  a  house  is,  that  you  dare 
him  go,  by.  However;  since  there  is  a  man 
hty  amongst  them,  I  will  let  him  know  whor 
to  do  with,  in  my  person.'*  Then  advancin 
door,  he  exclaimed,  "  Heus  tibi,  Dave  /" 

"  Adsumt"  answered  the  youth,  entering  ti 
ment. 

"Hem!"  said  the  erudite  Triptolemus,  "i 
gether  'deficient  in  his  humanities,  I  see.  I 
him  fhrther.— Canst  thou  aught  of  nusbandr 
gentleman  ?" 

"Troth,  sir,  not  I,"  answered  Mordaunt ; 
been  trained  to  plough  upon  the  sea,  and  to  n 
the  crag." 

"Plough  the  sea!"  said  Triptolemus;  " 
furrow  requires  small  harrowing;  and  for  y 
vest  on  the  crag,  I  suppose  you  mean  these  i 
or  whatever  you  call  them.  It  is  a  sort  of  i 
ing  which  the  Ranzelman  should  stop  by  1 
nothing  more  likely  to  break  an  honest  man' 
I  profess  I  cannot  see  the  pleasure  men  pr( 
dangling  in  a  rope's  end  betwixt  earth  and 
In  my  case,  I  had  as  lief  the  other  end  of 
were  fastened  to  the  gibbet ;  I  shoidd  be  sui 
falling,  at  least." 

"  Now,  I  would  only  advise  you  to  try  it, 
Mordaunt.  "Trust  me^  the  world  has  few 
sensations  than  when  one  is  perched  in  mi< 
tweon  a  high-browed  clifT  and  a  roaring  o< 
rope  by  which  you  aro  sustained  seemint 
stronger  than  a  silken  thread,  and  the  stone  ( 
you  have  one  foot  steadied,  affording  such  a 
as  the  kittywake  might  rest  upon— to  feel  ai 
all  this,  with  the  full  confidence  that  your  ow 
of  limk,  and  strength  of  head,  can  bring  yo 
ofi^  as  it  you  had  me  wing  of  the  gosshawk 
indeed  bemg  almost  independent  of  the  & 
tread  on !" 

Triptolemus  starad  at  this  enthumastic  dei 


cenie,  open  doon,  a 
jd  ihe  door  lo  him  T" 


I  la  tlM  wind 
J   BnteonM, 

Mit,  B>by— 
I  unvmonel 
^  oaly  (bik  in 


would  be  an 

t^Bbo'aSdal! 

„  -  ->  mdigattioD. 

aad  dos»  come  in— «nd  wha 


^eeka  in  weather  like  ibis  1— Here 


— ,    Boea  •omelbiDg, 

^,  to  help  (be  Brs,"  be  added,  drawine  eat  iSe 
nft  bar  of  oak  with  which  ihe  door  had  bum  ■«■ 

■    __i  .1 =__! '"18  beanh,  whence il waa 


oared,  and  tbrawioB  it  on  ihe 
aoatcned  by  Dame  Babgr  in  grc 


m^ 


great  wnlh,  iha  s 


aaa-borne  timber,  at  Ihare's  little  el»  here, 

and  be  dinga  it  aboal  aa  if  it  were  a  fir-clogl— And 
who  be  you,  an  it  pleaee  you  1"  she  added,  iiunutg  to 
(be  efraDSer,— "a  very  ballanahakec  loon,  as  ever 
<n»sod  my  (wa  aen  I" 

"t  ara  a  jafow,  if  it  likeycm  tadyihip,"  replied  I  be 
(uinTiled  neat,  a  atoul,  vulgar,  little  man.  who  had 
mdeed  iha  niunble  appearance  of  a  pedlar,  called  >i9- 
#o-  in  tbeae  ialanda— "  never  travelled  in  a  wanr  day, 
or  wae  more  willing  to  gel  to  barbourege.— Heaven 
be  praiaed  for  &re  and  houae-room  I" 

So  aayin&  he  draw  a  alool  lo  the  6ia,  and  aati 
witbonl  furuier  aeremony.  Dante  Babrsiared  ' 
aa  grey  goaahawk,"  and  was  meditalmg  how  i 
preas  ner  ibdignation  in  aDnietfaing  winner 
worde,  for  which  the  boiling  pot  eeemed  to  o 

ionl  hint,  when  an  old  halt-aiarved  ser „ 

—the  TrbndH  already  mentioned— Ihe  aharer 


"Where  cnn  ahe  have  been  wandering?"  aoid  Mor- 
daunt,  not  wilhoul  some  apparcni  svmpaihy  with  the 
•urprise,  if  not  with  the  alaim,  of  ibo  old  domestic ; 
"^but  Et  ie  needlesB  lo  aek — the  wtirae  the  weather, 
tbe  more  likely  is  ehe  to  be  a  Iravellet." 

"What  new  tramperis  thisi"  echoed  the  distract- 
ed Baby,  whom  the  quick  anccesnan  of  iniesiB  had 
driven  well  nigh  craiy  with  vexation.  "  I'll  soon  nl- 
tle  her  wandering.  1  Mil  wutant,  if  my  brother  haa 
bill  the  sani  of  a  man  in  him,  or  if  there  be  a  pair  of 


■liibji  that  would 


— ahe  cornea— Ood'a  aake  spmk  her  fair  ertd  CBi 
or  we  will  have  a  ravelled  hasp  on  Ihe  yarn- windli-. 

As  ibe  epak&  ■  woman,  tall  enough  almoal  to 
loueb  iba  top  9f  tbe  doot  with  her  cap,  atepped  into 
tbe  toooi,  ai^nins  the  enwa  aa  ahe  enterad,  and  pn>- 
Muocing,  with  a  aolemn  race,  "The  bleaatnsof  Ood 
•nd  Saint  Ronald  on  Iba  open  door,  and  tfaor  broad 
mahaon  and  niDe  opoa  cloaa'banded  ehnrlal" 

And  wba  are  yo,  that  are  aaebauldw^  Mill. 

nyi  and  baonuiK  id  other  foLk'a  houaea  t  What  kind 
of  comun  ia  ihi&  thai  folk  cannni  ail  quiel  for  an 
hour,  aiuf  aerre  Heaven,  and  keep  (beir  bit  gear  the- 
gilhs,  wnlwiU  Baogrel  men  and — :__ 


w  patty  addreaaa^ 


ler  of  conjsatine  i  inr  Ibe  old  ae 

deprecate  bcr  rese 

her  aoraa  woida  of  None,  in  aMoaofin- 

lad  Hordauni  saying  in  Bngliafa,  "Ttuf 

— .^.-i.  Noma,  and  know  not  your  name  nr 

qoalitiea  i  they  are  unaoqininted,  too,  with  tbe  way* 
''  tbia  counirir,  and  iberefbre  we  must  hold  tbem  et- 
ned  [or  their  lack  of  bo^itality." 
"  I  lack  no  boapitahty,  young  man,"  said  "HiptDle- 


oouing  m  me  poi  nir  you -,  out  iiwoobq  twenty  geea^ 
I  ie«  we  are  like  to  And  mouths  lo  eat  ibem  etety 
feathei — this  must  be  amended." 

"Wbni  mual  be  amended,  sordid  alaveT"  said  tb* 
atranger  Noma,  lurnine  al  an«  upon  him  witb  an 
onphasia  that  made  him  start—  What  raoat  be 
anMDdedl  Bring  hiibcr,  if  ihou  wilt,  thr  newfan- 
gled coulters,  wadea,  and  hairows,  alter  the  inqile- 
manla  of  our  falbar*  fhim  the  ploughshare  to  ibe 
moaae-trapi  bat  know  Ihon  an  in  the  land  ^at  waa 
won  of  oU  by  Iba  flaxen-haired  Kempiona  <rf  tbe 
North,  and  leave  aa  their  boepitality  at  least,  tt 


and  to  spread  the  banquet  for  tbe  nnoa,  the  wonH 
have  not  forgoiien  the  aria  that  lifted  ibemofyors 
into  queens  and  prnphetseaee." 

Ilie  woman  who  pronounced  this  ^Deolar  tirade; 
was  aa  striking  in  appearance  as  eitrevagantly  t<Ar 
m  ha  pretsnaions  and  in  her  langnage.  Sbe  miijn 
well  have  repneenled  on  the  stage,  so  far  an  fcatoreat 
voice,  and  slature.  were  oonceincd.  the  Bondnca  et 
Boadicea  of  Ihe  BHtona,  or  the  anKS  Veiled*.  Aminia, 
or  any  other  fated  Pythnne«»,  who  ever  led  to  balila 
a  tribe  of  the  ancient  Goths,  Her  fealnn 
and  well  formed,  and  would  have  been 


In  her  hand  sbe  held  a  ataif,  eguaredon  all  aidM,  and 
engraved  with  Runic  character*  and  figurra,  (briBiiu 
one  of  those  portable  and  peipelual  calendara  whik 
were  uaed  among  the  ancieni  natives  of  Soandin 


Nnma  of  the  Fitful 


le  appearance,  fiMtnr 
..  JiHiruf-head,  upon  wfa 
of  the  island  looked  i 


ml  nsllvesof  Soandmavia, 
>us  eye,  might  have  paaaH 


B,  and  attire^  of 
im  many  of  thr 
lib  obtja^ajxx. 


rfiuiy  with  fear,  and  ( 

tion.     Leaa  pregnoni  circumsuaciiB  oi 

would,  in  any  other  part  of  Scotland,  hai 
her  to  the  inTcatigalioo  of  thoaa  cmel 


and  otihc  nonhern  qxTl,  in  the  counby  wbare  bebi. 
*'  long  dwelt,  be  wu  dm  on  tbia  oecuiDii  to  cndu- 
u  ss  to  believe  thai  ihs  lenipeBt,  whid  bad  ngri 
lately,  and  which  wa*  now  besinniDK  to  dcefaiw 
..jB  Eubdued  before  ihe  charmea  vcne  of  Nonn. 
Certain  it  waa,  that  Ihe  blaat  leemed  paasing  wwwj, 
and  die  vprehended  daiweT  wu  alRadr  over  I  batu 
wu  not  improbable  dist  thia  iaane  bad  been  for  ■onw 
dme  foreaeen  by  the  Pylhonesa,  ihroush  aisne  of  lb* 
weather  imperceptible  to  thoae  who  nad  not  dwdl 
'oaa;  in  the  cauairy.  or  had  not  be>tow«l  on  tbe  me- 
eofolagicul  phenomena  the  alieittion  of  a  etrict  and 
lime  obBcrver.  Of  Narna'a  expenence  he  had  do 
loubi.  and  thai  went  h  fur  way  to  explain  whtl 
leemed  supematunl  in  herdeniBanour.  Yet  Bdtl  tbe 
'   ilf-ehadedbf  diaherelled  uuhl^ 


earth  to  whom  ei 

fhim  braiinR,  Skui^  end  face,  waa  bora  u 

lai  DiKh  dcatiny. 

Tbe  real  of  the  CO 
coniiction.    To  Trondi  and  Ihe  iaoger  n 
neoeaearr  i  tbey  bad  lou  belie*ed  in  ibe  fiill 
Noma'aantboiityoTertEedenuDle.  BmTU; 


!  air  of  majeely  wilh 


lim  a  11100)1  inclinalion  lo 
cy  of  the  occnil  iru  am 

■,  if  a  won: 


ceptibly  lo  deebne,  aa  wu  temaikabJir  viaihle  dnrina 

the  pauaea  which  Norna  made  betwilt  tbe  iirochaaoC 

'-—  incantation.    A  long  nlence  ftdlowed  tbe  la*t 

!,  until  Noma  reaomed  her  chant,  but  wiifa  a 

iged  and  more  sootbing  modulation  irf  Toice  and 


..  , ,  aang  that  would  be  lo  keep  Ihsconi  bom 

■hakiiis  in  bar's!,"  whiepered  tbe  Bgnciilluriat  to  Ma 
■iaier;  we  moat  speak  net  fair.  Baby— "he  will  may 
be  pari  wilh  the  sectolfora  hundred  pund  Scola." 


heii  thouffhta 
hem  wiLTa  1 


kina  lo  the  table 

■he  tilled  a  sniall  wooden  aual^ 
i   blani  I 


'ere  abirady  iliB- 


earthen  piiciier  h ,,- ^ , 

liquor  made  out  of  the  aeroua  part  of  the  milk.    I 

broke  a  aingle  momel  ftom  a  barley-cake,  and  heriBS 

eaten  and  drunk,  returned  towarda  the  churliah  boelai 

"I  sive  yoo  nothanks,"  ihanid,  "  lot  my  refraab- 

meni,  lot  you  bid  we  nol  welcoina  to  it  i  and  thanka 


ptt  you  witb  whal  you  will  vej  i 

tiinda  of  ihe  whola  Inbabilani 
not  thai  Noma  of  Fitful-he>  i 

bread  and  drunk  of  yaur  cin},  a  i 

lor  the  chuve  ta  which  she  hall  1 

UnnH,.ihe  laid  onlhe  (able  a  i 
gold  coin,  beanng  the  rude  end  I 
•ome  ancienl  norlhem  king. 

lifipuileinuB  and  hitsbtor  exclaimed  aoainsl  ll 
"  ■  ■      ■  »!  thefirsliM ^—•<— 


libenSny _.-, , „ 

kept  no  publj^  and  theoiherexclaiming,  "laihecar- 
liiie  niBil  1  Heard  yeercr  of  om  of  Ihe  Eentle  houee 
of  Clinkwale  thai  gave  meal  for  wller  1"^ 


"What  are  )^  whilne-wbaitieing  about,  ye  gowk  T" 
lud  his  gentle  liiter,  who  suspected  Hie  tenor  of  hie 
munnurs ;  "  gie  the  ladie  back  her  bonnr-die  there, 
aud  be  bhthe  lo  be  sae  rid  on't— it  will  oe  a  sclate- 
Mine  the  moni,  if  not  BomcthinR  worse." 

The  honest  factor  lifted  the  money  lo  return  it,  yet 

could  not  help  being  giruck  when  he  eaw  the  im 

sion,  and  bis  hand  tnmbled  as  he  handed  it  I 


--JI  be(br»— beware  hoi 

not  with  the  sordid  or  the  itu 
with  honourable  danger  and 


hoDourable  liberality.  The  treasure  which  lies  under 
a  cold  hearth  wilt  one  day,  tike  Ihe  hidden  talent, 
bear  witneaa  against  its  aTaricions  posaesaors." 

This  laal  OMCure  intimation  seemed  to  raise  the 
alarm  and  Ihe  wonder  of  Mra.  Babr  and  her  brother 
■o  the  utlermoat  The  latter  tried  ta  slammer  nut 
•omelhinB  like  an  inTitalJon  to  Noma  to  tarry  with 

them  all  Si---    -   " ' ■-   ■- -   *  ■-  "  ''- 

-     "       '     nl  nnt  ealled  II;  Dut  Loolunaat  I 


m  ^  aigbl,  or  at  least  to  take  ahan  of  the  ' 
,"  ao  he  at  Brat  called  it  (  but  looking  at  the  < 
ny,  and  rBmemberina  the  limiled  cimtenta  o 
I,  he  corrected  Ihe  phrase,  and  hoped  abe 
take  soma  part  of  the  "  anack,  which  would 
the  table 

■'leal - 

"  na|^  I  reUeve  you  ni.    ... 
I  will  diamias  your  unweli 

f-n- ■:<.     

LB  for  you  ihiB  BTenmR, 

It  eat  a  mora^  and  gite  you  my  aid.  good 

,  _n  the  toad.    Tho  brooks  must  be  out,  and 

the  journey  perilous." 

"Ourroaas  lie  different,"  anawered  the  sibyl,  "  and 
Noma  needs  not  mortal  arm  lo  aid  her  on  the  way. 
I  am  summoned  far  to  the  east,  by  those  who  know 
well  how  to  smooth  my  nasaofee.— For  thee,  Brvce 
Snailsfooi,  she  continued,  Bpeikina  to  the  pedlar, 
" '  ■•■ ° — ■- — •-     ■•--  "—  —II  afford 


paoy  a 


- ,— .  „_ ).— Mordauiii," 

she  added,  addressing  young  Herloun,  "  the  dark  fit 

itnast,  and  your  (ktherlooh-  ' ■- 

Do  you  return  ■"  ■''■'  ■' 
"I  wOlWeata 


„ ._.,...d  worthy  Ihe  gathering   . 

liluch  goodly  ware  will  ere  now  be  aeekins  a  new 
owner,  and  the  careful  akipper  will  ^eep  stiirenough, 
m  the  deep  haaC  and  care  not  that  bale  and  cheat  are 
daahing  against  the  ehorea." 

"Na,  na,  Bood  mother,"  answers  'I 

denre  no  man's  life  for  my  private  id 

am  just  grataful  for  the  bleanog  ol  in 

my  ama*^  trade.    But  doubtless  on  is 

another'a  gain ;  and  aa  these  storma  ig 

on  land,  il  is  but  fair  they  said  send  ly 

■ea.     Sae,  taking  the  freedom,  Uke  <  r, 

lo  borrow  a  lump  of  bsrley-hiead,  a  of 

bland.  I  will  bid  good-day,  and  thank  id 

nntleman  and  lady,  and  e'en  goon  1- 

"Ay,"  replied  the  Pythoness,  "where  Ihs  slaughter 
u,  the  ea^ea  will  be  gathered  ;  and  where  the  wreck 
la  on  the  snore,  the  Jaggeris  aa  busy  lo  purchase  spoil 


I  himself  lo 

I'fish  ca^ll 
lacing  OD  tl 

d  HiB.  Ba'b: 
hia  hoDger 

ragranu  be 
hut  Ihe  doo 
lo  Hoidaun 
lathor.    But 


B  LoeoiBcusr 
the  pedlar. 

"I  am  glad  she  isaan&  the  tlour  carline," 
Baby,  "though  ahe  baa  left  tbat  pieoe  cf  go 

'Whieht,  nusussa.  fai  ths  lore  of  beave 
pnda  DronBdaughter  i  "wha  kens  where 
tbia  moment  1— we  are  no  sure  but  ahe  i 


I  though  we  cannot  aee  h< 
\.: SHbyos" 


iiantly    reconnng   li«ael£  lot   she 
weliaa  tiolent,  said,  " 


around 
1  bade  h 


a'SS^.. 
re  BnTminpt,"  she  ^ 

do  ye  aland  olowenng  the 

Andrew's  aludenlT—irou  atudia 

humanidea,  aayeca'  them,  anddauntt 
'sof  an  aulrl  nindiewifel  Say  your 
..„.  „Tacei  man,  and  witch,  ot  nae  wjich,  we' 
dioner,  anil  defy  her.  And  for  ibe  ralue  of  t 
-len  piece,  il  ijtali  neter  be  said  I  pouched  1 
will  gie  it  to  some  poor  body—inat  is,  I  v 
upon  it  at  my  death,  and  keep  it  for  a  purse-] 
that  day  comes,  aod  ibai'a  no  using  ii  in  ih 
^lending  siller.  Say  your  beai  college  gra 
and  lei  ub  eat  and  dnnk  in  (he  mean  time? 
...,    .     .         .,_,.  yanoraamu. 

e  ower  your  li 


awa.-~ADd  jou, 
Vellowlay,  ''-t-i 


"  Vs  had  muckle  bi 
Ronald,  and  Oij 


"tllaT 


ling  a  stixpen 
■aid  Troiida.l 


lai  ye  may  pi(^  it  up,  ye  iaud,"  eaid 

, ^le  itlisiresaBaby;  "  li  wilf  beiang  < 

the  worth  of  it  ony  other  gate.— Sii  down, 
mus,  and  mindna  the  worda  of  «  dalt  wife. 

"  Daft  or  wise,"  nf)li«l  Tellowley,  veiy  n 
concerted,  "ahe  kens  mon  than  I  would 
kend.  Il  was  awAi'  to  aee  sic  a  wind  fa'  at 
of  Besh  and  Uood  like  aunells— and  then  y 
the  hearth-etane— I  cannot  but  think" 

"If  ye  cannot  bat  think,"  said  Hrs.  Bi 
sharply,  "at  leaat  ye  can  baud  your  tongue' 

The  agrienlturiat  made  no  reply,  but  sail 
meal,  and  did-"--  ' '  '■ 

med,  an'^  the  last  w 


battlq of  brandy;  buiHordaunl,  whoH  gcnenlhabii 
WITS  na  nbiiinent  aJmosl  ■■  [hoae  ofhia  (itkBr,  laid 
my  light  ui  upon  ihi»  unuHual  ciertion  of  hnpi 

Durii^  the  meal,  ihey  leimcd  so  mnch  of  yonns 
'  Hordiunl.  and  of  his  fiiher,  ihnt  even  Bibyresiaied 

noqiilalily  of  Stourburgli  wis  extendsd  in  hit  behalC 
did  the  houae  preneni  any  panlmlar  lemplaliona  to 
indues  him  lo  Rmatn  Ihn«  longer.  He  ihneToTe  ac- 
cepted  the  loan  of  the  facior'i  clothea,  piomtatng  (o 
nturn  thetn.  and  nnd  for  his  own ;  and  took  a  dvil 
kare  of  hit  hoal  and  Hiatreaa  Baby,  the  latur  at 
whom,  howevar  affected  by  the  ia—  el  ber  pxae, 
coold  not  but  ihink  the  mat  well  beaiowad  (auioe  it 
wu  to  be  aipeadcd  II  all)  upon  w  haodaonw  inj 


CHAPTER  Til. 

SlEnbAe  mmratn  whan  iit  huh  dual)  m. 

Ttaias  were  ten  "  lang  Scota  miles"  belwiil  BUl. 
burgh  and  Jarlihof ;  and  thooKh  the  pedflalnail  did 
noi  number  all  (he  impediinenu  which  oKiiKd  Tnm 
o'  Shamet'e  path,— for  in  a  country  where  there  are 
neither  hedgee  nor  alone  encloaures,  there  cam  ' 
neither  "alapa  nor  etilea,"— yet  iha  numbeT  and  ■: 
ton  of  ihe  ''moaea  and  waten"  which  be  had 
croaa  in  hta  peregnnationr  waa  fully  aufficieiK 
balance  the  aceeunc.  and  (o  render  bisjonme/BSlc 
some  and  dangeroua  as  Tarn  o'  Shnnler's  cdebra)— 
retreat  from  Ayr.  Neither  witch  nor  wailoch  cmiMed 
Hordannt'a  path,  however.    The  length  of  Ihe  day 
was  already  conaidetable^  and  be  arrived  aale  il 
Jarlahofbreleveno'cloekalni^L   All  waaadll  and 
dark  rauna  the  manaioD,  and  il  was  not  till  he  had 
whiallad  twice  or  thrice  beneath  SBenliD'a  window, 
that  ahe  replied  to  the  * 


dow  of  her  hut ;  al  the  i 

ber  that  Johnnie  Fea 

frotEn  wavee  of  Oreenland  tor  m'a  many  a  year,  and 
Ibal  aha  was  Mr.  BfMlonn'a  BOvanante  al  Jaitahof  i 


, beoaath  the  win. 

abe  waked  la  remeni' 
'  among  tht 


■I  the  third,  ihi 
'•  Whae       ■ 

theni^i  ~ 


w  and  opened  the  window. 


it  a  t,"  aeid  (he  yonlh. 

And  what  for  eomena  ye  iai  Thedoor'a  on  the 
latch,  and  there  ia  a  caihering  peat  on  the  kitchen 
Bra,  and  a  apnnk  beside  it— jre  can  light  your  ain  can- 

"All  well,"  relied  Hordannt ;  "bat  1  Want  to  know 
bow  my  falheriaT" 
u  ._..  ^  !.;_  i^jnmy  ifj^  gentleman — aakinfi  fot 


rou,  Haiater  Hordaunl 
n(e  in  your  walks,  younc  ff 
"7%en  ihe  dark  hour  has 


X  fer  and  owsr 


eased,  Swsrthar' 


"In  troth  haa  il,  Haiater Hoidai 
yoTemanlDi  "and,  your  bther  ia  wry  r 
■ood-naiured  for  him,  poor  senlleman.    1 

Mn  twice  yaatarday  without  nia  veaking , 

tin  Brat  lime  be  anawered  me  as  cnril  aa  you  oould 
do,  and  the  neiat  time  be  bade  me  no  plsgue  bim ; 
and  tbaD,  thoogbt  I,  three  times  were  aye  canny,  eo  I 
Vake  to  bim  anin  for  luck's-aake,  and  he  called  me 
achaitsring  old  detil  t  bat  itwaa  quite  and  dsui  in  a 

"  EoAi^  «ioiiBh,  Swerdia,"  answered  MonJannti 
"■adnowaai  up.  and  And  me  aonMlbug  to  eat,  fi» 
I  have  dined  but  pooiiy." 


BK  llut.  ooDtrary  to  what  .was  the  ordiniiy  cUK  tt 
found  hia&tlHrln  the  apartment  where  iheyei1.ng 
which  served  them  indeed  for  evcir  common  pMl*^ 
aaye  IbatoTBbadobamberoTof  akiicbeo.  Tben 
Rreelod  tbt  fatbar  in  mote  reverence,  and  willed  inul 
be  ahcuU  addraaa  bim. 

"  Yon  were  abaeot  yesterday,  Hordaunl  1"  laiii  hi 
fiitbei.  Moidaunl'a  abaenco  bad  laiiatawtdul 
mora)  bol  be  had  often  observed  that  Jua  feiaii 
never  aeenMd  to  notice  how  linie  paesed  during  iht 

griod  whoi  be  wae  aflectcd  with  hia  aullen  luan 
9  aaMOtsd  to  what  the  elder  Mr.  HertouD  hadMi 

"And  you  were  at  Bui^-Weslra,  aal  ibinliT  Mt- 
tuiued  his  father. 

"  Yea.  sir."  nplisd  Mordaunt. 

Tlw  elder  Herloun  was  then  ailenl  for  aMH  UH 
and  paced  ibe  Ooor  in  deep  silence,  wilh  in  if  ■ 
aombre  reflection,  which  memed  aa  if  he  wti«  un< 
lo  relapse  into  hta  moody  £t.  Suddenly  UimmM 
hia  Bon,  however,  he  obaervBd.  in  the  tone  of  i  qnw 
"Magnna  Troil  baa  two  dauJiieia— ihey  nm  » 
now  young  women )  ibey  are  IhoHKbl  handannt,  a 

"  Very  nanerally,  air,"  answered  Uordaunl,  iilta 
Burprieed  lo  hear  his  fiiJier  making  lor  uwdiw 
about  the  individuala  of  a  aex  which  he  w^ 
thourfit  so  light  ot  a  auiprise  which  waa  oro 
Increased  by  lEs  neit  queation,  pulaa  abn9tly|iit> 
former. 

Which  think  you  the  handaomcatl"  ^ 

I,  airl"  rc|)lied  hi*  son  wilh  some  wondff,!* 

wilboul  embwraasment— "1  really  am  iw.i»#7 

rvar  Minsidared  which  was  absotutely  >w  'i>™' 

mrat.    Tbw  are  both  vuy  prelly  vdui«  womoi. 

"You  eraile  mj  question,  Utndaunl!  Ii^ffj 
have  soma  Mr*  pamcular  reason  for  my  *i»  to'' 
acquainted  wilh  your  taate  in  tbia  mailer.  I  aBn™ 
uaedlo  wasle  woida  for  no  purpose.  laaklpD^; 
which  of  Hagnua  Troil'a  dauihteia  you  Uunk  ■»' 


Really,  sir,"  replied  i 


"Really,  sir 
itinaakinR 


s,ra" 


BparUe  with  unpali 


"  ITien,  upon  my  word,  Bir,''aaid  M'>n'»''?^_£J 
not  in  my  power  to  Ibrra  a  judgrocni  bctwiil  oier™ 
ladiea^W  a»  both  very  preiiy,  bul  hi  no  in»» 
like  each  oiher.  Minna  la  daA-haired,  and  nWB 
i^ve  Ihan  her  sistai— more  aenoua.  but  by  no  pkW» 


"No,  11,  really  1  csn  givs  hm  no  pteferaw'JJ 
her  sister  fitends,  who  is  aa  gay  aa  a  lambin  a  V^l 
mopiiw— less  tall  than  bar  aiater,  bnl  ao  wall  »»»■• 
aad  so  ucallont  a  daooei" 


^ 


0  pursue  >  ihciDaBO  tmigilto.bn. 


in  of  ihought, . 
cDnicnnd  faimself  witb  miuirariiiK  once  more,  "I 
both  ibe  ysuns  ladies  wees  hMUf  ■dminblcb  (nil 
hid  never  ihou^lof  ihem  wiih  (lie  vish  lodoeil 

iniiiBiice,  by  raokins  her  lower  Ihi    ' 
ouivn  wolild  probeblr  decide  bem 
hippened  to  be  peniel  lo  ■  grave  oi 


s  her  lower  Ihsn  her  nster — ihat 


diqwfliUoii, 
"  baling 


I(  ia  possible  that  even  the  coolnesa  wiih 


Uoriau 


...I  made  ibi. ^ -.^.•. 

d  his  falher  coacemioK  Ihe  nibJBCl  _  ... 

■Btion;  bal  Sweriba  at  this  moment  entered 
breakfast,  and  the  youth,  Dotwithsuuulmi  ' 
Kmr,  engssed  in  that  met' """'" ' — 

imponaace  than  the  conv 


;i.  l""  l«i 


jouhod. 


I*?.' 


h?a'£i 


1  of  bciag  obsorvod  in  ony  of  his  nio- 

rionsj  all  was  frank,  natural,  and  open. 
''He  ia  fancr-fW'  mullerad  Hertoun  to  himself- 


eaitb.  Ballbsi 

ly  or  more  powsifiillr  forced  obob  hin 
hasty  churlisbnssa  with  which  Nettoun 
a  son  that  SMistane^  which  tooat  ch 
willing  to  reCMTS  fiom  youlhs  with  w 
but  aluihlly  connoclad.  sa  a  tiibui 
craceful  to  yield  sod  plossing  K 
however,  din  noi  ssem  to  perce 
'      '  esB  bad  produ 

iiied  upon  a  ao 

ff  aiiained,  am 

il  lona,  which 


Ki  few  indnoeniBDis 
id  islands,  I  suppo* 
a  little  more  abroi 

"  replied  Hordauni 
igblaniuch  a  eubje 
IB  man  t"  demsndei 
,  I  think,  at  your  nf 
■1  braadih  of  Btitai 


iid^*^  Ihe"i 


that  al  bi9  aae,  and  in  his  circui 
hate  avoided  Ihe  meahea  which 

When  the  hreakfaat 'waa  over,  (he  aider  Herloun, 
iaalcad  of  proposing,  '    .,    .   ,    -l_ 


and  from  Ihence  lo 
agitated  as  ii  mim 
ceding  day 


p  of  the  cliff,  called  Sumbu 


slopo,  sin 


It  the  age  when  you 

' — suila  tor  acli 

...,  to  comply  w 

seof  B  fewmuiuiea 

ounling  tot^iher  Ibe  hill,  which,  sscend' 
e  land  aide  in  a  lung,  ateep,  and  grasst 
at  once  from  the "'  ""  '' ' 


sr'i^e's 


gratifrme.^ 


thon^t  of  lesvina  Z- 
:e  man.  "1  «m  happy  here 
You  youiael^  air,  would  miss 


"Whv  slioi 
mildlri  "it  il 


id  does  Ik 


found  defictenl?" 


Hordauni,  "I  hi 


whicb  were  scallcrad  on  Iho  horiwi  u 

tbem  occaaionnlly  over  the  sun,  lo  c  d- 

•capo  with  thai  vsricty  of  Iiflhi  a  ;b 

qfton  gives  to  a  bare  and  unencloa  lit 

varieties  of  n  cullivalnl  and  planted  counlty.  A 
thtnistfnd  Hilling  hues  of  light  and  shade  played  ovei 
the  expanse  of  wild  moor,  rocks,  and  inlete,  which, 
aa  they  elinibed  higher  and  higher,  spread  in  wide  and 
ivider  circuit  around  Ihem. 

The  elder  Merloun  often  paused  and  looked  round 
iDon  Ihe  scene,  and  for  some  time  hia  aon  supposed 
that  he  hailed  U>  enjoy  its  beauties ;  but  aa  (hey  as- 
cended still  higher  up  ihe  hill,  he  remarked  his  short- 
oned  brestb  and  bis  uncertain  ond  loiiaame  sisi,  and 
became  assured,  with  some  feelings  of  alarm,  that  his 
father's  strength  was,  for  the  momonl,  eibausied, 
and  that  he  found  the  ascent  more  toilsome  and  fa- 
tiguing than  usual.  To  draw  close  to  hia  aide,  and 
amr  him  in  silence  Ihe  assistance  of  hia  arm,  waa  an 
acl  of  youlhfhl  deletencc  (o  advanced  age.  aa  well  aa 
of  Shsl  reverence;  bikI  Mer(oun  seemeu  si  Giatao  to 
'  leil,  for  he  took  in  silence  (he  odvantoge  of  Ihe 

however^thsl 


a>t]  thus  afforded  him. 


If  of  hu  son's  support.   ¥hi 


'csenl.  Tell  me  where  yoa  had  ehol 
"  A I  Slourburgh,  (he  houae  of  the  nei 
"A  pedantic  fanlaslic,  visionBry  ac 
•■Hjsi 


ed  Merloun,  with 
wind  by  pulling  hweurcn 
used  10  ao  by  turning  hie 
far  from  home — how  fare 
by  selling  favourable  wiiu 
bound  r'* 
*  Tin  KiDS  of  Sveden.  t1» 


1 


THEPQUTfi. 


[Chas.  vn. 


"I  Ktlly  do  not  know,  mr,**  said  Hoidaiint,  whom 
ootain  reoolleccions  prevented  fimn  fredy  entering 
into  his  father's  humour. 

"  You  think  the  matter  too  serious  to  be  jested  with, 
or  perhaps  esteem  her  merchandise  too  light  to  be 
cared  after,"  continued  Mertoun,  in  the  same  sarcaa- 
tic  tone,  which  was  the  nearest  approach  hearer  made 
to  cheeifubess  {  "  but  consider  it  more  deeply.  Every 
thing  in  the  universe  is  bought  and  sola,  and  why 
not  wind,  if-  the  merchant  can  find  purchasers  7  The 
earth  is  rented,  from  its  surface  down  to  its  most  cen- 
tral minea ;— the  fire,  and  the  means  of  feeding  it,  are 
currently  bought  and  sold ;— the  wretches  that  sweep 
the  boisterous  ocean  with  their  nets,  pay  ransom  for 
the  privilege  of  being  drowned  in  it.  What  title  has 
the  air  to  be  exempted  from  the  universal  course  of 
traffic?  All  above  the  earth,  under  the  earth,  and 
around  the  earth,  has  its  pnccL  its  sellers,  and  its  pur- 
chasers. In  many  countries  the  priests  will  sell  you  a 
Krtion  of  heaven— in  all  countries  men  are  willing  to 
y,  in  exchange  for  health,  wealth,  and  peace  of  con- 
aaence,  a  fiilT  allowance  of  helL  Why  should  not 
Noma  pursue  her  traffic  7"  ,.  ,  „ 

"Nay,  I  know  no  reaeon  against  it,"  replied  Mor- 
daunt ;  "  only  I  wish  she  would  part  with  the  commo- 
dity in  smaller  quantities.  Yesterday  she  was  a 
wholesale  dealer— whoever  treated  with  her  bad  too 
8^>od  a  pennyworth." 

"It  ia  even  so,"  said  his  father,  pausing  on  the 
verge  of  the  wild  promontory  which  they  haa  attain- 
ed, where  the  huge  precipice  sinks  abruptly  down  on 
the  wide  and  tempestuous  oo^an,  "  and  the  efkcta  are 
stiU  visible." 

The  face  of  that  lofty  cape  is  composed  of  the  soA 
and  crumbling  stone  called  sand-flag,  which  gradu- 
ally becomes  decomposed,  and  yields  to  the  action  of 
the  atmosphere,  and  is  split  into  large  masses,  that 
hang  loose  upon  the  verge  of  the  precipice,  and,  de- 
tached from  It  by  the  violence  of  the  tempests,  often 
descend  with  great  fury  into  the  vexed  abyss  which 
lashes  the  foot  ot  the  rock.  •  Nurobera  of  these  huge 
fragments  lie  strewed  beneath  the  rocks  from  which 
thev  have  fallen,  and  amongst  these  the  tide  foams 
ana  rages  with  a  fury  peculiar  to  those  latitudes. 

At  the  period  when  Mertoun  and  his  son  looked 
from  the  veige  of  the  precipice,  the  wide  sea  still 
heaved  and  swelled  with  the  agitation  of  yesterday's 
storm,  which  had  been  far  too  violent  in  its  effects  on 
the  ocean  to  subside  speedily.  The  tide  therefore 
poured  on  the  headland  with  a  fury  deafening  to  the 
ear,  and  dizzying  to  the  eye,  threatening  instant  de- 
struction to  whatever  might  be  at  the  tiftie  involved 
in  its  current.  The  sight  of  Nature,  in  her  magnifi- 
(>Bnce,  or  in  her  beauty,  or  in  her  terrors,  has  at  all 
times  an  oveipowering  mtereat,  which  even  habit  can- 
not greatly  weaken;  and  both  frilher  and  son  sat 
themselves  down  on  the  cliff  to  look  out  upon  that 
unbounded  war  oC  waters,  which  rolled  in  their  wrath 
to  the  foot  of  the  precipice. 

At  once  Mordaunt,  whose  eyes  were  sharper,  and 

probably  his  attention  more  alert,  than  that  of  his 

in  ttiMe  few  years  raoh  a  commoditr  miflit  be  parehaaed  on 
Brttiah  gronna,  where  it  was  likely  to  be  in  ffreat  request.  At 
the  vilmre  or  Stromnesa,  on  the  Orkney  main  islsmi,  called 
Pomona,  lived,  in  1814,  an  asod  damo,  called  Bessie  Millie,  who 
helped  out  her  subsistence  by  sell  ins  flivonnible  winds  to  man- 
ners. He  was  a  venturous  master  or  a  vessel  who  left  the  road- 
aCead  of  Stromnoss  without  paying  his  oflbrinf  to  propitiate  Bessie 
Millie  \  her  fee  was  extremely  moderate,  being  exactly  sixpence, 
for  which.as  she  explained  herself,  she  boiled  her  kettle  and  cave 
the  bark  advantage  of  her  prajrers,  for  she  disclaimed  all  unlaw- 
M  arts.  The  wind  thus  petitioned  for  was  sure,  she  said,  to 
arrive,  thoufh  occasionally  the  mariners  had  to  wait  sometime 
Ibr  it  The  woman's  dwellint  and  appearance  wore  not  untie- 
coming  her  pretensions ;  her  house,  which  was  on  the  brow  of 
tlie  steep  hill  on  which  Stroniness  is  founded,  was  only  accessi- 
ble by  a  series  of  dirty  and  precipitous  lanes,  and  for  exposure 
roigitt  have  been  the  abode  of  Eolus  himself,  in  whose  commo- 
dities the  inhabitant  dealt  She  lieraelf  was,  as  she  told  us, 
nearly  one  hundred  years  old.  withered  and  dried  up  like  a 
mummy.  A  clar  coloured  kerchief,  folded  round  her  head,  cor- 
responded in  colour  to  her  corpw-like  complexion.  Two  light- 
blue  eyes  that  gleamed  with  lustre  like  Uiat  of  insanity,  an 
utterance  (^  astonishing  rapidity,  a  nose  and  chin  that  almost 
Of  t  together,  and  a  ghastly  axpraasion  of  canning,  gave  her 
the  ^Ibct  of  Heoate.  She  remembered  Gow  the  pirate,  who 
bad  been  a  native  of  these  islands,  in  which  he  dosed  his  career, 
M  mentioned  in  Uie  prefeoe.  Such  was  Daaeie  Millie,  to  whom 
the  roarwers  paid  a  sort  of  tribute,  with  a  feeling  betwixt  jest 
aodeaneat  ^ 


fiitfaer,  started  up,  and  eTr1aimf<d,  **  Ood  in  Httcreai 
there  la  a  vessd  m  the  Roost  V* 

Mertotm  looked  to  the  north-westward,  and  an 
object  was  visible  amid  the  rolling  ode.  "  She 
ahows  no  sail,"  he  obaerved ;  and  immediatdy  adi- 
ed.  after  looking  at  the  object  through  his  apy-g^as^ 
"  She  ia  diamasted,  and  lies  a  sheer  bulk  upon  thi 
water." 

"  And  isdriltingon  the  Sumbuig^-head,*'  exclaimed 
Mordaimt,  struck  with  horror,  "  without  the  eltghtrai 
meana  of  weatherins  the  cape  f ' 

"  She  makes  no  enort,"  answered  hia£ather ;  **ahe 
ia  probably  deserted  by  her  crew." 

AiKi  in  such  a  day  as  yesterday,"  replied  Mar- 
daunt,  "  when  no  (^>en  boat  could  live  were  die  mm- 
ned  with  the  best  men  ever  handled  an  oar— allnnft 
have  perished." 

"It  is  most  jprobable,"  said  hia  father,  with  ston 
composure ;  "  and  one  day,  sooner  or  later,  all  nuat 
have  perished.  What  signifies  whether  Hoe  Ibwia, 
whom  nothing  escapes,  caught  them  up  at  one  swoop 
from  yonder  shattered  deck,  or  whether  he  dotcfad 
them  mdividually,  as  chance  gave  them  tohtasrtapl 
What  signifies  it  1— the  deck,  the  battle  fiod,  are 
scarce  more  frital  to  us  than  our  table  and  our  bed i 
and  we  are  saved  fix>m  the  one,  merely  to  drag  om  i 
heartless  and  wearisome  existence,  tul  we  vaiA  at 
the  other.  Would  the  hour  were  coiDe — that  boor 
which  reason  would  teach  ua  to  wish  for,  were  it  im 
that  nature  has  implanted  the  fear  of  it  ao  atioogiy 
within  us !  You  wonder  at  such  a  reflection,  becaaae 
life  is  vet  new  to  you.  Ere  you  have  attained  my  an 
it  will  be  the  fanmiar  companion  of  your  thoughts. 

"Surely,  sir,"  replied  Mordaunt,  "such  distaste  to 
life  is  not  the  necessary  consequence  of  advai^ 
age  r 

"To  all  who  have  sense  to  estimate  that  which  ttii 
reallyworth,'*%aid  Mertoun.  "  Those  who.  like  Mag- 
nus Troil,  possess  so  much  of  the  animal  impulia 
about  them,  as  to  derive  pleasure  from  sensual  grati- 
fication, may  perhaps,  like  the  animals,  feel  pk^aoit 
in  mere  existence." 

Mordaimt  liked  neither  the  doctrine  nor  the  exaia- 
ple.  He  thought  a  man  who  discharged  his  dotiei 
towards  others  as  well  as  the  good  old  Udaller,  had  a 
better  right  to  have  the  sun  shine  fair  on  his  aeitiiic, 
than  that  which  he  might  derive  from  mere  insena- 
bility.  But  he  let  the  subject  dropj  for  to  disicie 
with  his  father,  had  always  the  effect  of  irriutisg 
him;  and  again  he  adverted  to  the  condition  of  the 
wreck. 

The  hulk,  for  it  was  little  better,  was  now  in  the 
very  midst  of  the  ctirrent,  and  drifting  at  a  great  rt^ 
towards  the  foot  of  the  precq>ice.  upon  whose  verge 
thev  ^Trc  placed.  Yet  it  was  a  long  while  ere  ibej 
had  a  distmct  view  of  the  object  which  they  bad  ai 
first  seen  as  a  blark  speck  amongst  the  waters,  and 
then,  at  a  nearer  distance,  like  a  whale,  whid)  iu)w 
scarce  shows  its  back-fin  above  the  waves,  i»v 
ihrows  to  view  its  laige  black  side.  Now,  howcviss; 
they  could  more  distinctly  observe  the  iippea ranee  o^ 
the  ship,  for  the  huge  swelling  waves  which  b«e  her 
forward  to  the  shore,  heaved  her  alternately  high  mm 
the  surface,  and  then  plimged  her  into  the  troi^  or 
furrow  of  the  sea.  She  seemed  a  vessel  of  two  or 
three  hundred  tons,  fitted  up  for  defence,  for  the? 
could  see  her  port-holes.  She  had  been  di*ma*™ 
probably  in  the  gale  of  the  preceding  day,  and  1^ 
water-logged  on  the  waves,  a  prey  to  their  vioieaot 
It  appeared  certain,  that  the  crew,  finding  thcmsdrcs 
imable  either  to  direct  the  vessers  course,  or  to  re- 
lieve her  by  pumping,  had  taken  to  their  boats,  aiid 
left  her  to  her  fate.  All  apprehensions  were  thereiarr 
unnecessary,  so  far  as  the  immediate  loss  of  human 
lives  was  concerned  ;  and  yet  it  was  not  without  i 
feeling  of  breathless  awe  that  Mordaimt  and  his  £i- 
ther  beheld  the  vessel— that  rare  masterpiece  by  wfaicfa 
human  genius  aspires  to  surmoimt  the  waves,  aoe 
contend  with  the  winds,  upon  the  point  of  f^ingi 
prw  to  them. 

Onward  she  came,  the  large  black  hulk  seemia: 
larger  at  every  fathom's  length.  She  came  neats 
untd  she  bestrode  the  summit  of  one  tremendous  hS- 
low,  which  rolled  on  with  her  unbroken,  till  the  wa^ 


e  a  drowmnB 


Dl  the  recIingB 

tnded  Ten  upon  [he  warehonKii  of  Ler- 

at  of  ihsdayprectJinK;  for 
in  hiB  own  war,  _proles«ed 
failed  10  express  hir    -■ 


i  Indeed  SBid  0 


tUB  pack  deoer 

wick  or  Kitlm 

■  nanh-weelern  giJe  as  Ihi 

which  (being  ■  mm  who, 

gnu  devoiion)  he  seldom 

Kl  Ihanki  <o  Heaven.    1 

tbkl  if  he  had  Bpenl  Ihe  i 

iheir  bslea  and  boies,  hi ._  

lives,  Slid  loslnmch  liuen.  He  paid  no  soriof  aitcn- 
tisQ  10  (he  repealed  enlreaiicB  of  Mordsunt.  alihoufih 
ha  was  now  upon  the  same  slip  of  eand  v/iih  him.  It 
wu  well  known  lo  Biyce  as  a  nlate  on  which  th 
eddy  WB8  Ukery  lo  land  such  spoils  as  ihe  ocean  dli 
gorged;  and  to  improve  the  fsvourable  moment,  h 
occupied  himself  eidusivety  in  securing  and  apprc 
priatiDg  whatever  Boeiiial  most  porlsble  and  ofgreal 
eu  valoe.  Ai  lenRlh  Moidaunl  saw  the  honest  ped 
lir  Ox  his  views  upon  a  sltong  sea-chest,  framed  of 
■otne  Indian  wood,  w^ll  secured  by  brass  plates,  ant 
■eemins  to  be  of  s  fureign  construction.  The  stoQi 
lock  resisted  all  Bryce's  efforts  to  open  it,  until,  villi 
groat  cotnposure,  he  plucked  from  his  pocket  a  verj 
neat  hsmmer  sod  chisel,   and    began  forcing  th< 


datml  cauBh 
him,  and  Uj 
piaacheil  Br 
claimed,  "V: 


■urf;  or  I  will  mummy  on  the 

pmt,  but  init  ir  thievery,  thai 

h  '"V      I"  ^  °"  ""^  ""'' 

The  lid  of  ig  open  as  ihia 

tough  addrei  and  the  InMile 

preiientaiot  amiarel  for  aoa 

analandiib  ruffles,  aailrer 

■u^nd^soUuil,  llMistitiniDoninivTiT,  ilie  mjilit  bt  ran- 

WMlMtaiiu  wtn  •SHinbiKl  uiT  loDkad^as  oiu'  hiih'  m- 
"■ulTt  ■'■' u  tl'l  BUHiiil.  "  diimjr  (IMH  DHn  cmx  unate, 

*™k»».  an^  peniK?  ""*  mmo* 


past  the  prime  of  life,  having  baadea  the 
pon,  he  might  bsve  given  HordauDl  m 
than  hia  benevolent  knighl-erraniry  deserini. 

Already,  as  with  vehemence  he  repealed  hii  bjui» 
liotiB  ihsl  Bry^e  should  forbear  his  plunder,  ani  com 
to  the  assistance  of  the  dying  man,  the  pedlir  b- 

dinns  swear,  sij^I  will  endure  no  swearing  IB  l»F 

taking  the  lawful  spoil  of  the  Egyptians,  I  will  Dnn 
a  lesson  ye  shall  remember  bom  this  day  loYultr 
Mordaunt  woold  speedily  have  put  the  pcdyi 
courage  to  the  test,  bnt  a  voice  behind  him  Hiuali 
said,  "Forbearr'  It  was  the  voice  of  Nam  of  il* 
Fiiful-hend,  who,  during  Ihe  heat  of  their  sheittn* 
had  spptoached  them  unobserved.  "Forhearr'Ai 
rcpesied ;  "  and  Br>'ce,  do  thou  render  Hordaont  ibt 


thelcBs,  morher,  your  bidding  is  to  be  dom;  soil 
would  have  done  Mr.  Hordaont's  bidding  lot,"  m 
added,  relaxing  from  his  note  of  tfefianci  inln  tk 
deferential  whining  lone  with  which  he  cajoled  b 

customers,  "  if  he  hsdna  made  use  of  pr' 

»'     '  ~    'i  grew,  aitd  ei 


He  then  look  a  ltd 
Itroached  Ihe  ghipwiicM 
indy,"he»aidi"aiiilifll«i 
inghi  that  will."  So  »)■ 
WJlp  hitnselt  as  if  louo" 
iiid  WB«  about  to  piiiilt 
suddenly  witbholrW  >>■ 


which  hs  had  awiUimd 


h(  ut  of  the  water,  ind  lr"l 

hn  I  and,  to  be  suri^  thifia- 

ci]  iflrstloiiehhiinjamlloR 

pinching  the  miir  crea'lure'a  awilled  fingen-ibn 
make  hie  hand  as  blue  as  a  parlan'sback  befen  boii; 
ing."  So  saying,  he  seiied  one  of  the  nun'i  ou 
hands,  which  had  just,  by  a  tremulous  mobon.  iiaf 
en  ted  the  lelum  of  life,  and  begiin  his  charitable  "m 
of  removmg  the  rings  which  seemed  lobeofienii 

'"As  von  love  your  life,  tbiljear."  said  Nenw«w»- 
ly,  or  I  will  lay  thai  on  you  wbich  riiallipid  )«> 
travels  through  Ihe  isles." 

"  IVow,  fbr  mercy's  salMimother.  say  nse  mairiW 
t(,"sBid  the  pedlar,  "  and  rll  e'en  do  >™ir  plsaion  " 
your  stn  way!  I  did  feds  rhenmaliie  in  mybi* 
Epanld  yeelnien  ;  and  it  wad  be  a  sair  thing  wr  ac 
like  of  me  to  be  debarred  my  quiel  walk  mm  w 
country,  in  the  way  of  trade— making  the  bow' 
penny,  and  helping  myself  with  what  Proin""' 


"PeacB,  then,"  ndd  the 
His  Uft  is  of  < 


""I's^man  Mnty  hna* 
illlB,and  yon  mil  "»■ 


"I  hod  muckSe  need,"  nid  the  peiUar,  pawfir 
looking  at  the  lidlea*  cheat,  and  tha  othir  pativ 


Tdl. 


hsmlel  of  JnrisSof  were  .._  , 
bMch,  to  hnvB  ihar  shire  in  i 
beheld  ibem  approacli  wirh  ■  d< 
he  aaid,  "  the  folk  of  Jariahof; 
•ark ;  ihey  are  kend  for  thai 
•rinitii  leave  the  value  of  a  rait 
waur,  there  ima  ane  o'  them 
enengh  to  give  ihanka 


Noma,  however,  et 
?wSie'Ihe'm«"who 


by  Hoidautit,  ir 


homo  off,  the  a 
•tleiDPled  lo  mullcr  oon 
pbed.     Enough.     It  aha 

Siepabvi     ■ 


B  people  from  Jar 


.  of  feai 


I  called  EHck'l 
d  Ihc  cliffs,  they 

,  a  a  they  paaaed, 
nd  aaluled  hei — 
•on  some  of  iheii 


ingbock,  cbIM  aloud  to  the  Ranzelman,  who  (thou^ 
the  pracrice  was  more  cammon  ihan  legal)  was  al- 
lendinjt  the  real  ot  the  hamlet  upon  this  plundering 
expediiinn.  "  Neil  Ronoldson,"  she  said,  °  msik  my 
words.  There  PLande  yonder  a  che<U  from  whirh  the 
lid  has  been  juet  prized  t>if.  Look  it  be  brouizht  dowr 
-       lifown  house  at  Jarlehof  ' ----^-      "- 


«of  r 


en  la.    I  spE 

diBobered." 


jfjUBtaaitnowie.  Be- 
ivma  ot  touching  iho  slightest  article.  He 
in  his  Rtove,  that  so  much  --'--' -'-- 


Dr  the  last  of  the  txrty,  y 


When  they  met  her.  Mordaunt  waa  aaloniahed  to 
iBcogiiise  hia  foiher'a  old  housekeeper.  "Hovj  now," 
he  said,  '^Swertha,  what  make  you  ao  far  from 
home  1" 

•■  Just  e'en  daikerins  out  to  look  ofler  my  uuH  mas- 
ter and  your  honour,  replied  Swertha,  v»ho  felt  Idte 
■  cfiminal  caught  in  the  manner :  for  on  more  oeca- 
■iona  than  one,  Mr.  Metloun  hod  intimated  hta  high 
diaspprobaiion  of  such  excursions  as  she  waa  at  pre- 
sent etiKBged  in. 

But  Mordaunt  waa  too  much  eneagnd  with  bia 
own  thoughts  to  take  much  notice  of  her  delinquency. 
"Have  you  seen  roy  fatherl"  he  aaid. 

"*"■!  that  I  have,"  replied  Swertha— "  The  gude 

iin  wna  ganging  to  birsel  hiinsel!  doun  Enck's 

'hitk  would  hove  been  the  ending  of  him, 

iPHt  >■  in  no  way  a  cragamon.     Sob  I  e'en  gal  him 

you  may  gang  a/Ier  bitn  to  the  hall-house,  for  to  my 
ihoiighl  he  la  fiir  fi>«  weel." 

"  Hy  bther  unwelH"  aaid  Mordaunt,  remembcnng 

the  fcintneaa  he  ejhibittsi  at  the  

that  moming'B  walk. 

"  Par  frae  wcel-far  free  weel," 
tha,  wiih  a  piteoua  shake  of  the  h 
Billa— white  o'  the  gilla— and  him  to  think  of  coming 
down  the  riTa  1" 

'Betum  honie,  Mordaunt,"  said  Noma,  who  was 


Slei 


eluctantlv  after  her  yoi 

t  (rf  the  rock ;  then 
C  (0  herself,  Haste 
me,  and  lose  the  be 
.y  and  owerlay  that  I 

our  shore— DO  since 
e  in  King  Charlie's  t 
ided  ber  pace  as  w< 
lind  making  amendi 
ronderful  despatch  to 
She  soon  reached  i 
,  sltiSing  hie  own  pi 


te  going,  w 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

rha  HfiUur  LU  loe  wlfd«nwa  ' 


Thb  liglit  foot  of  Hoidaunt  HenouQ  wat 
of  bearing  him  to  Jorlahof  He  enured 
haalily,  for  what  he  himself  had  obaerved  I 
ing,  corresponded  in  some  degree  with  lbs  id 
Swcriha'a  tale  waa  calculated  to  eicite. 
hia  faiher,  however,  in  Iho  inner  apartment 
himself  after  hie  fangue ;  and  hia  Brat  ques 
fied  him  that  Ihe  good  dame  had  praclis 
imposilion  to  got  nU  of  them  both. 

Where  ia  thiadyingman,  whom  yon  hav' 
ventured  your  own  neck  to  relievo  1"  aaid 
Merloun  to  the  younger. 

"Noma,  sir,  replied  Mordaunt,  "has  1 
under  her  charge;  she  understands  such  m> 

"  '    '   -  quack  sa  well  a       ■  ■  -"  ---j 

"   \V,iU   »11    ^..   h. 


Menoi 


"  With  b1 


I  hosted  h 
r  nnt  and  ban 

Mordount  kept  oil  en 


,  well  k 


, ...his  inquiries  upon  si 

ter,  and  not  viillina  ^thet  to  prejudice  the  i 
□ante,  or  10  excite  hia  father  to  one  of  thoai 
of  paaswn  into  which  be  waa  opt  to  but 
caotrary  lo  his  wont,  be  thought  proper  to  ( 
conduct  of  his  domestic. 
Ir  w»,  Ute  in  the  day  ere  old  Swerlhf 
ipedition,  heartily  fatigued,  a 


sought  her  out  lo  cbaige  her  with  the  deisi 
practised  on  bolh  his  taihri  end  himself 
accused  matron  lacked  not  her  reply. 

"By  her  troth,"  she  said,  "  she  thought  ii 
to  bid  Mr.  Merloun  gang  bame  and  get 

Snging  down  the  cliff  hke  a  wdd-cat—it 
ought  broken  bonea  would  be  Ihe  end,  ai 


MkU< 


Auik 

ss. 

will- 


if. 

i-s. 
*»  I 

bhm 

k 
Si 

Mfih 


loi  euiu,  bcndi 
hta  ihinned  u 
goods.  Six  of 
'  nadhidenoua 
nrried  to  iole 
with  working  i 
md  left  me  w 
Um  dora  bid  i 
ihem-^The  boi 
losi— uid  here 
"Tou  had  c 


well  known  oi 
ibe  College-gn 

Hentminllia 


tend  had  aoHe 
from  Hordiun 
pToirction ;  yd 
nei^boiuhood 
daunl  looked  d 
it  would  be  bet 
Iher  in  hi>  bflet 


concilimtiiw  m. 
Mertoun,  (or  ih 

Aiendir  pan  bj 
it  aa  iir  I  ibani 
ifaia  place.  ri< 
pal  m  hundred 
*t  eigbty  pace* 
wild  bull  wiih 

mavkeap  thi*  I 

"The!  would 

answered  Hon 

which°"ntaiS 
I  have  nved 
dothea—tto/  il 
managed  for  m 
■11  I  hire  l«l 
and  looking  roi 
the  bearing  oi 
nined  eloek  ai 


dannt,  laui^in 
miog  (o  uk  ] 

aan^balla't.^ 


"'TB.'S'bV'" 

pieoa.  which  w 
inlKid  wiib  gol 
lonBtn,  lucn  u 
and  fi>T  ball-pn 


Ig  IHEPIRATB. 

cUld  miifat  umvd  with  >  wna  of  Hold  from  ^om- 
burgh-head  to  Iha  Sow  of  Diut,  and  no  aonl^ould 

mihoui  doors  it  ibia 


SBperty.    One ' 
ir  Anliegil,  w1 


One  would  thiak  ihey  had  atudied  uiuisi 


"I  (hall  Ihiok  ihe  better  of  plavD 
long  u  I  live,  for  Ibue  Ten  Woida,' 
Claveland;  "and  »ell  have  loved  ■"■- 


\y  diy.    But  Ihis  ia  good  docUiiM  and  more  men 

than  one  tnay  aim  their  uili  lo  auch  s  breeze.  What 
the  iCB  Bends  ia  ours,  that's  eure  enough.  However, 
hi  caie  thai  your  good  folki  ahauld  think  the  luid  ai 
well  ag  the  sea  may  prssenl  tbetn  with  waib  uuJ 
■iraya.  r  will  make  bold  lo  Inke  my  eullnaa  and  pia- 
tola.— Will  you  cause  my  cbest  to  be  secured  in  your 
own  bonae  till  you  hear  trom  me,  and  uae  your  influ- 
snce  to  procuro  me  a  guide  lo  show  me  the  way,  and 

"  Will  you  go  by  sea  or  laitd  t"  nid  Hordaunt  in 

^By  sea  r  eiclaimed  Clevdaod.  "What— inooe 
of  these  cocklesbells,  and  s  cracked  cocUeahell,  to 
boot  1  No,  no— land,  land,  untess  I  knew  my  crew, 


It  of  the  ahipwrecked  manner,  whom  he  had  res. 
sued  from  the  wares.  But  he  had  not  proceeded  fai 
in  recapitulating  the  particulan  which  Cleveland  had 
oommunicaied.  when  Mr.  Henoun'a  tooka  becami 
diMurb«t-he  aroae  hastily,  and,  after  pscmg  twin 
or  thrice  acroaa  the  tooia,  be  retired  into  Ihe  innei 
obamber,  to  which  he  usually  conBned  hima^.  while 

evening  he  re-sppeaied,  wilhoul  any  iraceaof  hiadia- 
order;  but  it  may  be  eaady  auppoeed  Ihal  hie  sor 
ftyoided  recurring  to  Ihe  aubjsct  which  had  aflscted 

Mordaunt  Merioun  waa  thua  left  wiihoul  aisiBt- 
■nce,  to  form  at  hia  leisure  bia  own  opinion  respect- 
ing the  new  icquaintance  which  ibe  sea  had  sent 
hiin )  and.  upon  Ihe  whole,  he  was  bimaeU  aurpriscd 
la  find  the  result  lees  favourable  lo  the  atiangcrihan 
ba  could  well  account  for.  There  eeemed  to  Hor- 
daunt to  be  a  sort  of  repelling  influence  abouiahe 

laqMaaeeaing  manner,  but  there  was  an  Bsaumption 
ot  supeiiorily  about  bim,  which  Mordaunt  did  not 
miu  an  ni,ii.h  llki-      Ahhougb  he  «»9  SO  keen  a 

lbs  Spanish-barrelled  gun,  and 
and  dwoKiunled  il  with  great  ir 
Boat  aitcdtian  to  Ihe  most  mi 

lock  ud  omameniB,  yet  he  »_.  ... 

'  10  have  acme  scruples  about  the  mt>de  ir 


lbs  Spanisb-lnrTelled  gun,  and  accordmgly  mouulal 
reit,  paymttlheul- 
te  parts  aBout  the 

,. , thought;  ' 

-^s  Captain  Cleveland  might  give  il  me  as  a  s< 
payiDsiit  for  lbs  Iiifling  service  I  did  him  i  am 
U  woold  have  b««n  churlish  to  refuse  it  in  its  « 


wbich  he  had  acgi 
"'   ■     'nolfii 


bonast-  old  Udaller.—in  ■  ruds  manuiicripl,  wbich 
nugtit  have  pasKd  fbr  an  aDcienlKunic  inKtipdon, 
— aaot  his  beany  grcelin;^  to  his  scxxl  young  mend, 
wilh  apnsmt  <H  amnethmg  to  mike  good  chper,  and 

ai  aooo,  nnd  atar  there  aa  long,  ea  posnble.  These 
kindly  tokena  of  remembrance  were  often  Mnt  by 
■pecial  meaaage ;  beajdea  which,  than  was  never  a 
paaaenger  or  a  iraveller.  who  croiaeal  from  (he  oiw 
mansion  lo  the  other,  who  did  not  brinBloHardaanl 
•ome  friendly  greeung  rrom  the  tlifiller  aod  hia 
family.  Of  late,  (hie  iiitercoune  had  beoome  niore 
and  more  infrequent :  and  no  meBMnger  Irom  Buisfa- 
WeatrahadviBitedJariBhofforsevcrarweeka.  I^r- 
dauQl  both  obaerred  aild  felt  ihia  alleration.  aiid  it 
dwelt  on  hii  mind,  while  he  queetkiiied  Bryca  aa 
cloaely  bb  pride  and  pnidence  wotUd  pemitt,  lo  aa- 
certain,  if  poaaible,  the  causa  of  the  cbsnge.  Yet  be 
endeavoured  lo  BBsume  an  indilTerenC  air  while  he 
aaked  the  jagger  whether  ihme  were  no  tiews  in  the 
country. 

"Great  newa,"  the  jaKger  inplied  ;  "and  a  gay 
mony  of  them.  Tbal  cnckbrained  caris,  the  new 
facluT,  is  for  makitig  a  change  in  Ihabunura  and  the 
Hrpundi  ;•  and  our  worthy  Fowd,  Hagnua  Trod, 
baa  Bwom,  that,  sooner  llian  change  ibem  fbr  the 
•till-yard,  or  snghl  else,  he'll  fling  Factor  Yellawley 
&om  Braasa-cmig." 

"  la   thai   all  1      said   Mordaunt,  very  little  inte- 

"  All  1  and  eneugh,  I  think,"  iwlisd  the  pedlar. 
"How  are  folk*  to  buy  and  aell,  if  iha  we«hia  are 

retilied  Mardaunt;  "but  have  you 


"Six  butcii  del 
biifh-quartered  gal 


raoffB: 


a  gaff  mainaaiL 
...  ....  la  from  Norway.'^ 

"Noshipaof  war,  oraloi^T' 
"None,"  replied  the  pedlar,  "  since  the  KilcTender 
■ailed  with  the  impreaa  men.    If  it  waa  Hia  will,  and 
onr  men  were  out  of  her,  I  «riah  the  decfi  aea  had 

"  Wen  then  no  newa  at  Bnrgb-Westra  l—Viem  the 
hmUv  ell  well  1" 
"a'  weel.  and  wml  to  do — out-iaken,  it  may  be, 
uckle  dafBng   and   laughing— 


r  nighl  I"  said  Mordaunt, 
ifled— "Whom  doea  Cap- 

"Ony  bodr  hetduK  I  fancr,"  said  the  jagger  ;  "at 
any  rate,  ha  gara  a' body  yonder  dance  after  his  fiddle. 
But  I  k(»  little  about  it,  lor  I  am  no  free  in  conacience 
io  look  upon  thae  fllnginff  fimciea.  Folk  ahould 
mind  that  life  is  mede  but  of  rotten  yam." 

"  I  ttncy  that  it  ia  to  keep  them  in  mind  of  that 
wholesome  troth,  that  you  deal  in  snch  tender  warea, 
Brycc^"  nfihed  Hordiimt,  dissatiihed  aa  well  with 
the  tenor  of  the  reply,  aa  with  ibe  aftcled  eeruplca  of 


As  Ibr  aakinR,  I  am  almaiat  bauld  to  ai 
will  be  iBkal,  Maister  MordauuL" 
"Did  they  mention  my  name,  tbenl" 

"Icsnna  preceeasly  aay  thai,"  said  Bry 
fool;— "but  ye  needna  lum  away  youibead 
If,  like  a  aealgh  when  he  leavea  the  aboi 
you  see,  I  heard  disliDctly  tbal  a'  the  revel 
are  to  be  there  i  and  ia  I  to  be  thought  II 
leave  out  you,  an  suld  kend  fieend,  snd  tl 
foot  at  sic  ftolics  (Heaven  send  you  a  belie 
his  tin  glide  time  I)  that  eter  Hangai  a  Sdd 
between  ihia  atid  tlnst  1  Sae  I  consider  ye 
the  same  as  invited—and  ye  bad  beat  provii 

that's  there— Ihe  Lord  piiy  them  I" 

He  IhuB  coniiniied  lo  follow  with  his  on 
eyee  Ihe  motions  of  young  Hordauni  Mer 
was  pacing   the  too 

thouKhi,  "  "^^^  ■'" 


CaodleDiss.    I  am  decent  in  the  warld, 
daunt— forbid  tbal  -    ■      ■  ■  ■ 
B  freend  ihat  has  pi 


aUlef^on 


th 


.. _  hae  fiiruiahcd; 

primeet  o'  powder.  I  dinna  ken  if  I  tell', 
out  o'  the  kist  of  Captain  Plunkel,  that  i 
Ibe  Scaw  of  Unet,  wi'  the  aimed  brig 
yearaayne  He  was  aprimefowierhimael 


Dane  but  gude  marknm.... 

IB  hsd  ony  waree  ye  liked  U 
wod  be  ready  to  iiock  wi' 


And 


la  i^ore  dry.    I  e 
-      —leiilwa 

Saint  Jol 


that  wadna  be  aetlijLK." 

"  I  will  be  there  ai  least,  whether  wanti 
■aid  Hordaonl.  ati^iping  ahort  in  hia 
taking  the  waiatcoat-irieca  baauly  out  of  I 
hand)  "and.  aa  you  aay,  willnol  diagiaot 


I,  baslily:  and,  loking  oii 


hii  puiM,  he  Ruhr  down  (be  mo 

"Otacs  to  you  to  wear  the  sarmeQl,  s 
QDipsdlir,  "and  (ome  loBUlde  thisUlsr; 
at  from  earlhlv  Tuiilio,  and  Banhljr  coi 
■od  Htid  you  toe  while  tinen  raimeni,  w^ 
(o  ba  deaired  iban  the  muslins  nad  can 
lawni,  and  silka  of  this  world ;  and  K 
(aleDia  whicb  avail  more  Ihui  much  lii 
gold,  or  Dulch  dollars  eirhei— and— but 
the  callanl,  what  for  i>  he  wragving  the  i 


'"lYoth,  and  that's  Inn,  Bryce  SnaililiMt,  I  am 

be  tbou^l  we  can  apio,  and  the  like,  as  if  Ihire  waa 
a  mialreaa  in  lbs  houae;  and  aae  we  make  nane  si 

"And  chat's  whil  I  ca'  waUunKby  the  word,"  eakj 
tbeJBBKST.  "'Go  unio  those  thai  boy  and  sell;' 
iheiVs  iDUcklo  pnlii  in  thai  text," 

"  ThoB  ia  a  pleasure  in  deaTin^  vi'  ■  diacieel  man, 
that  can  make  ptnlit  of  ony  Ihingi"  said  Swerths ; 
"  and  now  that  I  take  another  lo6k  at  Ifaal  daft  cal- 
lant'a  waistcoat  piece.  I  think  ii  ii  honestly  worth 
four  doUara." 

CHAPTER  X. 

1  bave  powiMii  tba  ptfolatioB  of  the  w«aU>«T  ud  tlie  dis- 
tntntlin  of  ttw  SeoKuu,  Th«  An  faulT«1rDrf1  teinr  itletat«, 
■ad  puHd  nroAi  IfOpla  In  tropic  b*  mr  dnvF-tlon  ;  the  doudv. 
at  Mr  romiMind,  Jura  pgwed  forto  thelj  walan. 

AiiT  sadden  cause  Ibr  anxknia  and  mortifying  re- 
flection, which,  in  adTanead  ana,  occanooa  aullen  and 
peaaiTe  inaetiTity,  etimulatea  ymth  to  eaeei  and 
aeim  siertioo  t  aa  if  1^  the  hurt  detr,  tba|r  «o- 


aible,  Tram  Ibe  smart  of  his  own  i 
waa  eflectually  mariified  by  the  lepon  of  the  jafflB, 
which  coincided  exactly  with  some  douhu  he  Did 
been  led  to  entertain,  by^the  long  and  unluod  lOaue 
of  bis  friends  at  Burgb-Wtatia. 
If  the  fortunea  of  Cnaai  had  doomed  him.  ailW 


I  nevertheleoa  1o  be  presumed,   that  a  foil  &oai  t 


riTsI,  in  that  ruaiic 


,   -rauld   hav, 

II  from  B  competitor,  what) 
r  llw  worU.    M 


UL  dWrailed,  ir 


amongst  the  youth  of  the  ialand.  felt  reied  tad 
initaled,  aa  well  aa  humbled.  The  two  bessiU 
Slaters  alai\  whoae  amilea  all  were  so  deainmoi 
aequmnB,  with  whom  ba  had  lited  on  tenns  of  ant 
familiar  aflsctioii,  that,  wilb  the  eama  ease  and  ia- 
nivwiM.  there  waa  imconaciausly  nuMd  a  abade  i^ 
uab  ludeAnsd  tendemeas  than  cbaraclana 


., Dfall  Dunrossnesa,  pay,  of  the  whole  Main- 
land, he  might  have  had  every  chance  of  beinf  Ac 
faToured  lover  of  either  j  and  now  at  once,  and  nilk- 
out  any  failure  on  hiaparl.  he  waa  become  aohnltu 
them,  that  he  had  loal  even  the  consequence  of  u 
ordinary  aajuain lancet  Theold  IJdallcr,  too,  vhm 
hearty  and  nncere  chancier  Ehould  bavemadeliai 
moreconalanlin  hiafriendahipe,  aoemed  lobaTcbai 
as  Sckle  ae  bia  daughtera.  and  poor  Mordaunt  iitil  M 
once  lost  the  amilea  of  thefair,  and  the  fagom  of  ibt 
powerful.  These  were  unoomfm table  reflcciKHU,  ud 
[bled  his  pace,  (bat  lie  migbi  ouisirip  ibniil 


exactly  refleclinj;  upon  the  route  <rhidi 
Mordaunt  walked  briakl;  on  ihin^i 
ere  neither  bulge,  wall,  nor  enclesanf' 
itctTupiB  the  steps  of  the  wandeia.  laa 
i  a  very  aolilarv  spot,  where,  oubcaomel 
'ep  heaihy  hUk  which  ninh  suddeolr  den 
)f  those  mull  M' 


I  the  Zetland  idn 


on  theretgeof  the— nir 

whose  oulleta  from  iht  _.„ — .  „,  . —  ^ -- 

and  rivulelB  bv  which  the  country  ia  waleitA  "■ 
eerye  to  drive  the  little  mille  whicb  manubciuteiH 

]t  was  a  mild  summer  day  I  the  besmaoflbenn 
as  ia  not  uncommon  inZeifand,  were  modenud  ud 
shadedbyaailTeryhiie,  which  fillsd  IheatPio^iW, 
enddeslroyingthe  stroDBConlraat  of  light  apd  ihid^ 
gave  even  to  noon  the  Bober  livery  of  iheevenbgiM- 
light  Tbe  little  lake,  not  three  quaiiae  of  a  uiiltn 
circuit,  lay  in  profound  quiet;  ill  aurfaoe  ondimpleL 
save  when  one  of  the  numennis  waler-lbivl,  -M 
^ided  on  its  aurfacei  dived  for  an  instant  iibdff  n 
The  depth  of  ihe  water  gaye  the  whole  ifaal  nnlaD 
tint  of  bluish  green,  which  occaaioned  its  beiiig  cuM 
the  Onen  Loch  t  end  at  presant,  it  formed  ao  paw 
a  mirror  to  Ihe  bleak  hilla  by  which  it  waa  BoneviidM 
and  whicb  lay  reflected  od  ila  bosom,  that  it  «<<» 
ficult  lo  dielinguieh  [he  wauifram  the  laud ;,  aaT, ' 
theihadowy  uncsrlainty  oeeaaiolied  by  ibatmafcM. 
s  Btranger  could  scarce  have  been  senaible  lUI  • 
abeet  of  water  lay  befi>re  him.  A  acene  of  maiBet» 
plele  aolttude,  having  all  ila  peculiarities  beighleart 
by  the  extreme  aerenilyof  the  weather,  the  quiet  gW 
composed  lone  of  the  atmoat^eie,  and  the  P<|~? 
ailence  of  the  elements,  could  hardly  be  imagiat" 
The  vary  aquatic  birda,  who  frequented  the  wot  ■ 
gieBlnumbOTa,roAore  their  uauaf  night  and  acnw* 
end  Hoated  in  prufound  tiviquiUity  upon  the  am 

Without  taking  any  determinod  aim— wilhMilh^ 
ina  any  dewmmned  purpose— to  ihout  almoal  thioWI 
what  he  waa  about,  Mordaunt  prssanlad  bia  fawm 
pieM  ■»)  Aivd  aoroaa  lb«  lako.    The  laqs  w**" 
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ihot  difPi^^  it!  nnface  kke  a  partial  shower  of  haU— 
the  hills  took  op  the  noiae  of  tBe  report,  and  repeated 
it  again,  and  again,  and  again,  to  ail  thear  echoes; 
the  water-fowl  took  to  wing  in  eddying  and  confused 
wheel,  answering  the  echoes  with  a  thousand  vary- 
ing soreams,  from  the  deep  note  of  the  swabie,  or 
swartback,  to  the  querulous  cry  of  the  tirracke  and 
kittiewake. 

Mordaunt  looked  for  a  moment  on  the  clamorous 
crowd  with  a  feeling  of  resentment,  which  he  felt  dis- 

Eosed  at  the  moment  to  spply  to  all  nature,  and  all 
er  object&  animate  or  inanunate,  however  littl^  con- 
cerned with  the  cause  of  his  internal  mortification. 

"Ay,  ay,"  be  said,  "wheel,  dive,  scream,  andcla- 
moar  as  you  will,  and  all  because  you  have  seen  a 
strange  sight,  and  heard  an  unusual  sound.  There 
is  many  a  one  like  you  in  this  round  world.  But  you, 
at  least,  shall  learn,'*  he  added,  as  he  reloaded  his 
gun,  "  that  strange  sights  and  strange  sounds,  ay, 
and  strange  aoquamtances  to  boot^  have  sometimes  a 
little  shade  of  danger  connected  with  them.— But  why 
should  I  wreak  my  own  vexation  on  these  harmless 
sea-gulls  f  he  subjoined,  after  a  moment's  pause ; 
**  they  have  nothingto  do  with  the  friends  that  have  for- 
gotten me.— I  loved  them  all  so  well,— and  to  bo  so 
soon  given  up  for  the  first  stranger  whom  chance 
threw  on  the  coast  I"  ,    u     j     • 

As  he  stood  resting  upon  his  gun,  and  abuidonmg 
his  mind  to  the  course  of  these  unpleasant  renecUons, 
his  meditations  were  unexpectedly  interrupted  bv 
some  one  touching  his  shoulder.  He  looked  around, 
and  saw  Noma  of  the  Fitful-head,  wrapped  in  her 
dark  and  ample  mantle.  She  had  seen  mm  from  the 
brow  of  the  hiU,  and  had  descended  to  the  lake, 
throufi^  a  small  ravine  which  concealed  her,  until  she 
came  with  noiseless  step,  so  close  to  him  that  he 
turned  round  at  her  touch. 

Mordaunt  Mertoun  was  by  nature  neither  timorous 
nor  credulous,  and  a  course  of  reading  more  extensive 
than  usual  had,  in  some  deg[ree,  fortified  his  mind 
against  the  attacks  of  superstition ;  but  he  would  have 
been  an  actual  prodigy,  if;  living  in  Zetland  in  the 
end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  he  had  possessed  the 
philosophy  %vhich  did  not  exist  in  Scotland  generaliy, 
until  at  least  two  generations  later.  He  doubted  in 
his  own  mind  the  extent,  nay,  the  yerv  existen<^  of 
Noma's  supematural  attributes,  which  was  a  high 
flight  of  incredulity  in  the  country  where  they  were 
universally  received ;  but  still  his  mcreduhty  went  no 
fiurther  than  doubts.  She  was  unquestionably  an  ex- 
traordinary woman,  gifted  with  an  energy  above 
N>ther8,  acting  upon  motives  peculiar  to  herself,  and 
apparently  independent  of  mere  earthly  considera- 
tions. Impressed  with  these  ideas^  which  he  had 
imbibed  from  his  youth,  it  was  not  without  somethmg 
like  alarm,  that  he  beheld  this  mysterious  female 
standing  on  a  sudden  so  close  beside  him,  and  look- 
ing upon  him  with  such  sad  and  severe  eyes,  i^  those 
with  which  the  Fatal  Virgins,  who,  acwrding  to 
northern  mythology,  vere  called  the  KoZAyrtur,.  or 
"  Choosers  of  the  Slain,"  were  supposed  to  regard  the 
young  champions  whom  they  selected  to  share  the 

oanquetofOdin.  .      ,    ,  .u    i      * 

It  was,  indeed,  reckoned  anlucky,  to  say  the  iMst, 
to  meet  with  Noma  suddenly  alone,  and  in  aolace 
remote  from  witnesses ;  and  she  was  supposed,  on 
each  occasions,  to  have  been  usually  a  prophetess  of 
evi  as  well  as  an  omen  of  misfortune,  to  those  who 
had  such  a  rencontre.  There  were  few  or  none  of 
the  islanders,  however  familianaed  with  her  occa- 
sional appearance  in  society,  that  would  not  have 
trembl^to  meet  her  on  the  sohtary  banks  of  the 

"I bring  you  no  evil,  Mordaunt  Mertoun,"  she  aaid, 
reading  iSrhnps  something  of  this  smwrspuous  feehng 
SiSe  looks  of  the  younsr  man.  "  Evd  from  me  you 
never  felt  and  never  will.  ,  .     ,.• 

^^or  do  I  fear  any,"  said  Mordaunt,  wrerttnghun- 
self  to  throw  aside  an  apprehension  which  be  felt  to 
be  unmanly.    «Whv  should  I,  mother  T'    You  have 

been  ever  my  fnend.  *  .  •        l  » * 

"  Yet  Mordaunt,  thou  art  not  of  our  r^on  j  but  to 
none  of  Zetland  blood,  no,  not  even  JgJ&p«f,  ^fno  «] 
aromid  the  hewth-stone  of  Magnus  Trod,  the  noble 
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descendants  of  the  ancient  Jarls  of  Orkney,  am  I 
more  a  well-wisher,  than  I  am  to  thee,  thou  kind  and 
brave-hearted  boy.  When  I  hung  aroimd  thy  neck 
that  gifted  chain,  which  all  in  our  isles  know  was  , 
wrought  by  no  earthly  artist,  but  by  the  Drows,*  in 
the  secret  recesses  of  their  caverns,  thou  wert  then 
but  fifteen  years  old;  yet  thy  foot  had  been  on  the 
Maiden-skerrie  of  Nortnmaven,  known  before  but  to 
the  webbed  sole  of  the  swartback,  and  thy  skiff  had 
been  in  the  deepest  cavern  of  Bnnnastir,  where  the 
haaf-Jishi  had  before  slumbered  in  dark  obscurity. 
Therefore  I  gave  thee  that  noble  gdt ;  and  well  thou 
knowest,  that  since  that  day,  every  eye  in  these  isles 
has  looked  on  thee  as  a  son.  or  as  a  brother,  endowed 
beyond  other  youths,  and  the  favoured  of  those 
whose  hour  of  power  is  when  the  night  meets  with 
the  day." 

"  Alas  I  mother,"  said  Mordaunt.  "  your  kind  gift 
may  have  given  me  favour,  but  it  has  not  been  able 
to  keep  it  ror  me,  or  I  have  not  been  able  to  keep  it 
for  mveelf-^What  matters  it?  I  shall  leam  to  set  as 
little  oy  others  as  they  do  by  roe.  My  father  says 
that  I  shall  soon  leave  these  islands,  and  therefore, 
Mother  Noma,  I  will  return  to  you  your  fairy  wft, 
that  it  may  bnng  more  lasting  luck  to  some  other 
than  it  has  done  to  me." 

"  Despise  not  the  gift  of  the  nameless  race,"  said 
Noma,  frowning ;  then  suddenly  chanmng  her  tone 
of  displeasure  to  that  of  mournful  solemnity,  she 
added,—"  D^ise  them  not.  but,  O  Mordaunt,  court 
them  not !  Sit  down  on  that  gray  stone— thou  art 
the  son  of  my  adoption,  and  I  will  dofij  as  far  as  I 
may,  those  attributes  that  sever  me  from  the  common 
mass  of  humanity,  and  speak  with  you  as  a  parent 
with  a  child." 

There  was  a  tremulous  tone  of  grief  which  mingled 
with  the  loftiness  of  her  language  and  carriage,  and 
was  calculated  to  excite  sympathy,  as  well  as  to  at- 
tract attention.  Mordaunt  sat  down  on  the  rock 
which  she  pointed  out,  a  fragment  which,  with  many 
others  that  lay  scattered  around^  had  been  torn  by 
some  winter  storm  from  the  pre<m)ice  at  the  foot  of 
which  it  lay,  upon  the  very  verge  of  the  water.  Noma 
took  her  own  seat  on  a  stone  at  about  three  feet 
distance,  adjusted  her  mantle  so  that  little  more  than 
her  forehead,  her  eyes,  and  a  single  lock  of  her  gray 
bain  were  seen  from  beneath  the  shade  of  her  dark 
wadmaal  cloak,  and  then  proce^ed  in  a  tone  m 
which  the  imaginary  consequence  and  importance  so 
often  assumed  oy  lunacy,  seemed  to  contend  against 
the  deep  workings  of  some  extraordinary  and  deeply- 
rooted  mental  affliction.  . .  ..  ,         .  •  i  , 

•*I  was  not  always,"  she  said,  "that  which  I  now 
am.  I  was  not  always  the  wise,  the  powemil,  the 
commanding,  before  whom  the  young  stand  abashed, 
and  the  old  uncover  their  gray  heads.  There  was 
a  time  when  my  appearance  did  not  silence  mirth, 
when  I  sympathized  with  human  passion,  and  hod 
my  own  share  in  human  joy  or  sorrow.  It  was  a 
time  of  helplesanees— it  was  a  time  of  folly— it  was  a 
time  of  idle  and  unfruitful  laughter— it  was  a  time  of 
causeless  and  senseless  tears;— and  yet,  with  its  fol- 
lies, and  its  sorrows,  and  its  weaknesses,  what  would 
Noma  of  Fitful-head  give  to  be  ag;ain  the  unmarked 
and  happy  maiden  that  she  was  m  her  early  days! 
Hear  me,  Mordaunt,  and  bear  with  me ;  for  you  hear 
me  utter  complaints  which  have  never  sounded  in  mor- 
tal ears,  and  which  in  mortal  eara  shall  never  sound 
again.  I  will  be  what  I  ought  she  continued, 
starting  up  and  extending  her  lean  and  withered  arm, 

•The  Drowi,  or  Trows, 'the  tofitimate  «accenor«  of  Um 
northern  <i«erfar,  and  lomewhat  aJiied  to  the  f^ne*.  reiide, 
like  them,  in  the  interior  of  neen  hille  and  caverns,  and  are 
most  powerful  at  midniffht  They  are  curious  arUOoers  in  iron. 
as  well  as  in  the  precious  meUls.  and  are  sometimes  propitioua 
to  mortals,  but  mora  ftequendr  capricious  and  malevolent, 
Arooni  Uii  common  people  of  Zetland,  their  existence  still 
foJfM  an  Mtide  of  universal  belief.  In  the  neif bbounnf  islee  of 
Feroe,  they  aie  called  Foddenskencand,  or  ■«'>torranean  peo- 
ptoTaod  Lucas  Jacobson  Debes,  well  acquainted  with  their 
STtureT  assures  us  that  thej  Inhabit  those  places  which  are 
Mlluted  wiUi  the  einiaton  of  blood,  or  the  practice  of  any  cry- 
loff  sip.    They  have  a  government,  which  seems  to  be  mo- 

"Vrhe  larger  aeal, or  sea-calf,  which  seeks  the  inoat  solitary 
racessM  for  its  abode.  See  Dr.  Edmomstons's  ZMteatf,  vol.  IL, 
P.SM. 


roor-iree.  Betr  me  witnccs,  Mardauiil  Menoun,— 
rou  heard  my  words  Hi  Harfru— you  saw  ihe  temped 
■ink  hrtore  Uicm— Speak,  bear  me  witneu  t" 

Tu  have  cDiiiradicled  her  in  Ihia  elrain  of  hiith- 
toaed  enihuiiaaiii,  would  have  heencmel  andunaTaiJ- 
ing,  even  had  Uordaunt  been  more  decidedly  con- 
*inced  than  he  wan,  Ihal  an  insane  woman,  not  one 
oreupemalural  power  stood  before  him« 

"1  heard  you  airiR,"  he  replied,  "and  I  rawlbe  tem- 

"  Abate?"  exdaimed  Noina.  onikinR  the  ground 
iaipaiienlly  wiib  her  MafToC  black  oak  1  thou  apenk- 
eal  il  but  half— it  sunk  at  once— sunk  in  ihorter  apace 
than  the  child  that  ie  hushed  to  ailence  by  the  nnne. 

w^-. — L  —  L -^er — hut  you  know  not 

I  nerer  shall  know,  the 

, No,  MordaHnt  oevar 

for  the   widest    awav  that   the   andent    Norwmen 

B^en  to  Palestine— never,  ibr  all  that  the  round 
world  containa,  do  Ihou  barter  thy  peace  of  mind  for 
such  ttreatneaa  asJVoma's."  She  iGButned  her  seal 
ppon  the  rock,  drew  the  mantle  over  her  face,  rested 
ber  head  iipon  her  handa,  and  by  the  convdlaive 
motiOD  which  uitaled  her  bosom,  appeared  to  be 


naturally  led  Hoidauni  to  the  conclusioTi,  which  wu 
generalfy  adopted  and  accrediled  in  that  supersCitioua 
cqutitrv  and  penod.  ''Wretched  woman,''  he  Mid, 
'if  indeed  (hou  hast  lessued  thiaelf  with  iha  Powers 
OS  Evil,  why  should  yon  not  seek  even  yel  for  repenl- 
Mice  ?  But  dp  oa  thou  wilt,  I  canno^  dare  not.  aa  a 
l.Bn9tian,  abide  longer  with  yon  ;  and  take  asain  your 
gifl,"  he  satd,  offering  beck  (he  chain.  "Good  can 
never  come  of  it,  ifitnTeed  evil  hath  not  come  already." 
"Be  still  and  hear  me.  thou  foolish  boy."  enid  Nor- 
oa,  calmly,  as  if  she  had  been  restored  lo  resaon  hy 
the  alarm  and  honor  which  she  jwrceived  in  Mor* 
dauniBCOuntenancei  "  bear  m^  I  say.  I  am  not  of 
those  who  have  leagued  ihemselvea  with  ihe  Enemy 
ofHankind.ordetiveskjllorpawer  from  bis  minisiiy. 
And  although  the  unearthly  powers  i«r«  propitiatM 
by  a  sacnfica  which  human  fungus  can  nsver  utter, 
yel,  Ood  knowa,myguilt  inthat  afTerinswuno  more 
than  that  of  the  blind  man  who  falls  from  Ihe  preci- 
pice which  he  could  neither  see  nor  shun.    O,  leave 


e  till  il 


eatie 
—  . — vianon  t>e  passed,  or  1 
10  that  lakE^  and  rid  mys^  at 
uiiiM  oi  my  power  ana  my  wrelchedneas !" 

Hordauot.  who  bad  always  looked  up  to  this  kd- 
gular  woman  with  a  son  of  affection,  occasioned  no 
doubt  by  Ibflaarlykindnesaaod  distinction  which  she 
hod  shown  la  him,  wu  readily  induocd  to  reamuns 
hu  seat  and  listen  lo  what  she  had  flirthec  lo  say,  in 
nqpes  tbal  sbe  would  gradually  oyercome  the  violence 


whCT  I  beheld  you  from  the  ■ 


der  gray  rock,  and  came  down  the  path  to  mcei  witi 
you.  My  fortunes  are  fiied  beyond  chsnge.  be  it  lb 
wed  or  for  wo.    For  myself  i  have  ceased  u  fee 


,  -  .._Jl  there  has  cr^i  »t, 

aid  to  crash  Ihe  reptile,  and  to  i 
^d  of  the  lotd  of  iho  north  sky  7' 


"  In  plain  lai^age,  then,  yen  know  well  the  bmily 
of  Bunth-Weetra- Ibe  lovely  danghtas  irf  ibo  gae- 

ronsoldUdaller,  HagnusTioih— Miniia  and  Braodt, 
I  mean  1    You  know  them,  and  vou  kive  Ihem  1" 

"Ihaveki 
"and  I  have 

;■  To  know  then 


Iberr 


know  Ibem  always.    To  love 

love  them  for  ever." 

"  To  have  loved  Ihem  once,  is  to  wisii  tfai 
iver. ".  replied  lh( 


over,    repum  ine  youth ,     —  ., ^  — .^   .., 

be  plain  wiib  you.Nonia,  the  faintly  at  Bur)(fa-WeMTa 
of  late  lolally  neglected  nr-     "-•  -' -■-- 


It  IS  well  sfioken,  and  I  will  put  yMir  purpoas  la 
the  proof^"  rephed  Noma.  "HsBnuslVott  luaiakca 
_ —  i.._L l:_  in^y daogfaiBT* art d»- 


avillaTi 


"  lite  stranger  who  so  calla  himeell,"  replied  Nor- 
na— "  the  same  whom  we  fbmul  fluiw  asten*.  like  a 
waste  heap  of  sea-weed,  at  the  foot  or  the  Sumbuii^ 
cape.  I  fell  that  within  ms,  that  would  have  piDBmied 
me  to  let  him  lie  till  the  tide  floated  him  oft  aaitlkvl 
floated  him  on  shore.    1  npenl  me  I  gave  not  way 


aid  Hotdauni, 
aCfaiistiDnmi 


And  wfaa 


, ,  Hagnua,  am! 

like  thai  sirsnasr  better  than  me,  I  have  m 

-"--•-'     -—  '^ightwril  belaughed  Bi 


Is  to  be  emended;  ni.,,  _  ....q...  . 
"It  is  well,  and  I  Imst  they  n» 


"  You  do  wrong  lo  yourself."  replied  Nom^"  moog 
to  yourself,  and  greeler  wrong  lo  Hmna  ^jsf  Bienda. 
And  trust  not  the  t^fwrts  of  Bryce— be  is  like  tks 
greedy  chafler-wbale,  thai  will  change  hia  coune  and 
dive  lor  the  most  pelly  coin  which  s  hafaer  can  raai  ai 
him.  Certain  it  is,  tjint  if  fou  base  been  lesMosd  is 
the  opinion  of  Ma^us  Tnxl,  that  sordid  fellow  batk 
iharsinil,    But  lei  him  count  hie  vuiu^h 


Lg  bin  ptrx,  be  coDliDUal  on  niB 
!  now  serene  and  ondLattitbed, 


be  round  in  ■ 
»)r,  invested 
clattenntf  up 

replied  wilh  ahril 


Mrs.  Baby  heisoif 


become  like  the  vei 
it  bore— a  gonnen 
crowned  btl,  tbe  i 
menl,  in  which  vai 


f  divei 


id  ROt  tbe  belter  of  avarice, 
d  fiiood  as  much  wind  ana 

up  her  equipment,  myc  that  in  her  hand  she  heldatil- 

well  as  an  air  of  determinol  fauRtle  in  the  gaii  and 
appearance  of  Mis,  Barbara  Yellowley,  aeemed  to  be- 
apeak  Ibai  she  wu  prctiared  to  lake  a  joiiracy,  and 
caiad  not,  u  the  aayinR  goes,  who  knew  that  such 

She  was  the  first  that  observed  Hordaunt  on  his 
■nival,  and  she  greeted  him  wiib  a  degree  of  mingled 
emotion.  "  Be  good  to  aa  t"  aho  exclaimed,  "ifhcre 
ia  not  ihe  canty  calbnt  that  weara  yon  ibing  about 
bii  neck,  and  inal  enapped  up  our  Boose  aa  light  as  if 
it  had  been  a  undie-lavrockl"  The  admintion  of 
■ho  gold  chain,  which  had  formerly  mada  ao  deep  an 
impreaaion  on  her  mind,  woa  marked  in  (he  Grst  pari 
of  her  speech,  the  rccollecDOn  afiheuDdmely  faieof 
the  smoked  goose  was  commemorated  jn  the  second 
clause.  "I  will  lay  ibe  burden  of  my  life,"  ahe  ir 
stantly  added,  "ihai  he  ia  ganging  our  gate, 

"1  am  bound  for  Burgh-Weeira,  Hra.  Yellawley, 
■aid  Hordaunl. 

"And  blithe  vrill  we  be  of  your  company,"  ahe  added 
— "  it's  early  day  to  est ;  but  if  you  Uked  a  barley 
acane  and  a  drink  of  bland— nalhelcw,  it  is  ill  travel- 
ling on  a  full  alomacb,  besides  quelbng  your  appetite 
for  (he  feait  that  ia  biding  you  ihjs  dsy ;  Ibr  all  sort  of 
prodigality  (hare  will  doubiless  be." 

Hordaun(  produced  hia  own  stores,  and,  explainins 
(hat  he  did  Do[  love  to  be  burdensome  to  them  on  this 
second  occaaion,  invited  them  to  partake  of  the  provi- 
Mons  he  had  (o  ofier.  Poor  Triplolemua,  who  seldom 
■aw  half  ao  good  a  dinner  aa  hia  guest's  luncheon, 
threw  himsetl  upon  the  good  cheer,  like  Ssncho  on 
Ihs  acu(n  of  Camacbo's  kettle,  and  even  the  lady  her- 
seir  coiild  iiol  naiet  lbs  (empution,  (bough  she  save 
way  (o  II  with  iruira  moderation,  and  with  aometoing 
She  had  let  tbe  Bre  aui,"  ahe 
'  el  in  so  cold  a  coun- 

--. r.— J' gsttioa  any  (hmB 

rradv,  as  they  were  to  act  out  SD  aoo-      --'--'- 
coiild  not  but  say,  (hat  the  young  gai( 
iapk«d  very  good ;  and  besidea,  she  I 


When  (heir  eitempoiaiy  repssl  was 
ictor  became  soliciious  to  lake  the  ro 
lonlsunt  discovered,  that  the  alacriti 
■     ■  ■  '      ■  Sy  Miatreaa  Baby 


finiahHttbe 


Eeiber  diainlereeted.  Neither  she  nor  Ihe  leamd 
Tiiplolemua  felt  much  disposed  to  commit  tbemacln 
(o  ihe  wilds  of  Zetland,  without  the  osaialauce  of  i 
guide;  and  although  they  could  have  coniniBDdel 
(he  aid  of  one  of  their  owu  labouring  folkt,  lit  iLc 
itiauBagricuUiiriBt  observed,  ihatit  would  be  kxno 
leaat  one  day's  work;  and  hie  tisler  muliiplislhii 
irehenuons  by echiMng  back,  "One  day's  wotk!- 
.  -  may  weel  say  twenty— foi,  set  ane  u  iben-  nomt 
within  the  amcll  of  a  kail-pot,  and  their  lugs  wiihii 
ibe  sound  of  a  Bddte,  and  nhiaile  them  back  if  ye  ciar 
Now  the  forlunaie  arrival  of  Mordaunt.  iutbeiay 
nick  of  time,  not  to  mention  Ibe  good  cheer  whidi  bi 
btoughi  wilh  him,  made  him  ss  welcome  ai  aaj  ooe 
rould  posaibly  be  to  a  ibteahold,  which,  on  sU  ordi- 
nary  occaniona,  sbbaned  the  passage  of  a  Kiietti  m 
wasHr.  Vellowtey  attogeiher  insensible  of  Ihepki- 
sure  he  piomieed  himself  in  detailing  his  pluu  g! 
imprcvemeni  to  bis  young  comDaiuon,  and  eujoyiu 
what  his  fate  aeldom  asaigned  him — (he  companra 
a  patient  and  admiring  liaiener. 

As  the  factor  and  hia  sister  were  to  proaecoKibar 
journey  on  horseback,  il  only  remaiiicd  to  OKuai 
that  guide  and  companion;  a  (bins  eaa3y  acoxp- 
plisbed,  where  there  are  such  numben  oi  ahiny. 
long-backed,  sbori-legxed  pontes,  running  wildupw 


nTrn'S  ^0 


iwnsjupi  where  ibeH'iita,  (» 
miscuaudy,  i 
station.    Then?  is  indeul,  a  right  of  imt 


Alihough  Ihisgei 

lo  abolish,  ' 
the  mean  U 
lice,  which. 


jf  properly  vrii  our 

J  the  factor  lOlemW 

a  wise  man,  he  scrupled  DDlin 
Lvsi]  himself  uif  so  genersl  a  pn^ 
-" — ended  to  allow,  was  i — ""- 


ient  for  those  who  (as  chanced  to  be  lit 
own  present  case)  bad  no  ponies  of  that  own  n 
which  Ibeir  neighbours  could  retaliate.  Three  ■>» 
ties,  Iherefore.  we>«procured  Oom  (he  biU— little  shaf- 
ged  animals,  more  reeemUing  wild  bears  thai  aa! 
thing  of  the  horse  tribe,  yet  poaaesaed  of  no  smu 
degree  of  sdenglh  antl  spirit,  and  able  to  aidore  >* 
much  fatigue  and  indifieren(  usage  as  any  crealun** 


fully  a< 


ilred  for  the  journey.    Ctae  <j  lb 

...u.  f.; onof  MiB.Balnf,ii      .    . 

iddle  of  venarabk  anUHiD 
'  jiaddiaa  «■ 


lo  bear  the  fair  person  of  Mis.  Balnr,  was 
;e  BHlc-Baddle  of  venarabk  ant 

.-  were,  of  cariuon  and  jiaddin- 

h  depended,  on  all  sides,  a  housing  of 


Lapeetry,  which,  having  bmi  oiKinallv  mis 
>  horse  of  ordinary  nie,  coveretT  up  (he  di 
palfrey  over  which  it  was  tmread,  from  the  can  (» !■■ 
tail  and  fh>m  (he  ahoulder  (o  (he  fetlock,  ImtoI 
Homing  visible  but  ils  head,  which  looked  fietedr  <* 
from  these  enfoldment^  like  the  heraldic  repreieon' 
lion  of  a  lion  looking  ool  of  a  buafa.  MordannI  EU- 
bint)y  lifled  up  the  fair  Hialreas  Yellowley,  and  at  ^ 

eipense  of  very  alight  eierlion,  placr'  ■- •  ** 

summit  of  her  mounlainoua  saddle- 
that,   on  feeling  herself  thus  squire. 

upon,  andexpenencingthe  longuowo . 

ncM  that  she  waa  attired  in  her  best  arrav, « 


t  L^  allenM 


HAT.  XL] 

oushu  ilawiwd  upon  HiitnM  Bibf*!  mind,  which 
wcEerad  for  an  i■uua^  thaM  habitual  ideaa  aboul 
rift,  [fall  formed  Ihe  daily  and  all-ingniniiig  oecu- 
itioti  of  bet  soul'  She  glanced  her  eye  upon  her 
ded  io*q>fa,  and  on  the  lonR  bouainn  of  her  laddle, 
I  aha  obaerred,  with  a  nnile,  to  Hordaunt,  that 
travelling  was  a  pleuant  ihiofr  in  One  weather  and 
[Tseable  company,  if,"  she  added,  glancing  a  look 
a  place  where  Ibe embroidery  wis  somewbac  fhiyed 
>d  laitHred,  "  it  was  not  sae  waaieful  lo  ane'i  horse- 
Mean  while,  her  brother  stepped  stoutly  to  his 
eed  :  and  as  he  cbose,  not  with  standing  the  serenity 
'  the  weather,  lo  Ibrow  a  long  red  cloak  over  bis 
her  garmenla,  his  pony  was  even  more  completely 
iveloped  in  drapery  than  that  of  his  sister.  It  hap- 
■ned,  moreover,  to  be  an  animal  of  s  high  and  coa- 
imacioiu  spirit,  bouncing  and  curvetting  occaeion- 
ty  under  the  weight  of  Ttiptolemus,  with  a  vivacity 
hich,  ROtwithstandizig  hiaVorkshire  descent,  rather 
u-BDgad  him  in  the  aaddte ;  ftumbols  which,  aa  the 
ilfreyilBolfwasnol  Ti>ible,eieepl  upon  the  itric lest 

of  any  other  lees 
»iL[i  nmi;ii  imLuiti  atd  provided  hitni 
y  who  had  viewed  Triptolemus  under 
luasion.  the  gravity,   anri  even  distress, 

in  his  countenance,  must  have  made  a 

JimlouB  conlrasl  to  the  vivadous  caprioles   with 
hich  he  piafied  along  the  moor. 
Mordauni  knit  up  nilh  ,this  worthy  couple,  mounted. 
Bconlitia  to  the  simphcity  of  the  lime  and  country, 
[1  the  mat  and  readiest  pony  which  they  bad  been 

nemenl  of  any' kind  than  the  halter  which  serveal 
)  fiuide  bim ;  while  Mr,  Yellowley,  seeing  with  plea- 
se his  ROide  thus  readily  provided  with  a  steed,  po; 
alely  revilved,  thai  this  rude  custom  of  helping  trP 
ellera  to  horses,  without  leave  of  the  propnotor 
hould  not  be  abated  in  Zetland,  until  he  came  t< 
assesi  a  herd  of  ponies  belonging  in  properly  t< 
imaeU;  and  exposed  lo  su9er  in  tli«  way  of  relaOa 

But  10  other  uses  or  sbusea  of  the  counliy,  Triple 
unus  Yellowley  ahowed  himself  less  lolersnt.  Vong 
nd  weariaoroe  were  the  discourses  he  held  with 
lordsunt.  or  (lo  ^leak  much  more  correctly)  tbs 
■ranguea  wluch  he  inflicted  upon  him,  eoneeming 

ae  changes  which  hia  own  sdvent  in  these  isles 

bout  to  occssion.   tinakilled  aa  he  was  in  the 

em  arts  by  which  an  eilate  tnay  be  improved  to  such 

hiffh  degree  lhs(  it  aball  altogether  slip  through  the 
roprieloi's  fingers,  Tiiptolemua  bad  al  least  Ibr  -— 

r  not  the  knowledge  of  a  whole  agiicullural  si , 

n  hia  own  person  ;  nor  wsahe  suipaisedbyany  who 
las  follow^  him,  in  that  noble  qiirit  which  scorns  to 
lalance  profit  against  outlay,  but  holds  the  glory  of 
fleeting  agresl  change  on  the  face  of  the  land,  to  be, 
ike  virtue  ma  great  degree  its  own  reward. 

No  part  of  the  wild  and  mounlBinous  region  <n 
vbicb  Hordaunl  guided  him,  hut  what  auggeated  . 
us  active  imaginatiou  some  scheme  of  improvement 
ind  slteralioQ.  He  would  make  a  load  through  yon 
icarae  passsble  glen,  where  ai  present  nothing  Dul 
he  Butt-fooled  creatures  on  which  ihey  were  moi 
dcduld  tread  with  any  safely.  He  would  substi — 
letter  bouaee  lor  the  skeoes.  or  sheds  built  of  dry 
iiones-in  which  the  inhabitants  cured  t>r  manuAic- 
iired  thidr  fi^ — they  should  brew  good  ale  instead  of 
jlstid— Ihejr  should  plant  foresu  — 

{rew,  and  find  mines  of  ireBmre  w 
ing  WIS  accounted  a  com  of  a  m 


TBE  PIRATE. 

"I  wo 
said  Mot 


lid  the  worthy  factor  reeoli 


said,  "  before  wa  are 
u  will  mark  how  g 


101  have  yen  binld  too  sInniKlr  on  that," 
ui.by  wsvofcautioni  " Magnus 'noiTi 
to  tnm— he  likes  his  own  ways,  and  his 
s,  and  you  will  as  soon  tescb  your  abelliB 

seal^  as  bring  Magnus  to  like  a  Scot- 

tish  fashion  in  the  place  of  a  Noras  one  i  and  yet,  if 
he  is  stesdyto  his  old  custom^  he  may  pohaHM  w 
changeable  as  another  in  his  old  ftisnaahipa. 

"  Halt,  (u  intpti  f  asid  the  sehnlar  of  Saint  An- 
drews, "ateadjr  or  unsteady,  what  can  it  matterf— 
lot  I  here  in  point  of  tfust,  aitdin  point  of  power  1 
shsll  a  Fowd,  by  which  bsrbsronB  si^lativa 
Ma^UB  Troil  still  calls  faimadf,  presume  to 

rniresent  ihe  full  dignity  ^Ihe  Chamberlain  of  the 

uilnnds  of  OHinev  snd  Zetland  1" 
"Still,"  said  Hordsunt,  "I  would  advise  vou  not 
.  advance  too  raebly  upon  bis  prejudicra.    Hagnua 

Troil,  from  the  hour  of  his  birth  to  this  day,  never 
iw  a  greater  man  than  himself  and  it  ia  difficult  t# 
ridle  sn  old  horse  for  the  first  til  "  - -'  -  l-l  — 

'ith  your  proposed  le 


Ch«f.  XIL] 


—  h«d  reached  tha  low  but 

if  MttgnuB   Trail's   readenoe,   which 
..._  ] .-^.L  \^j^  g„j  iU-imaKined 


at  coltiratioa  u  iheir  pcat-mofMe*.  Vet  lei  oa 
cautious,  and  watch  the  aofl  [ime  of  speecti.  T  !i 
by  my  own  sipenence,  thai  il  were  besi  to  lei  i 
bodr.  in  ita  preaenl  bIbIs,  take  [be  place  of  Ihe  mii 
A  moathfiil  of  thai  Bame  roaal-beef,  which  smelle 
delicalelf.  will  farm  an  apl  infiodccdon  lo  my  gra 
□Ian  for  imptOTinir  ihn  bnwi  nt  «iopk." 

By  this  1.™  . 
ainpie    tnv 

seemed  of ,  _.„ „„. 

■ddibona,  hasiilf  adapiHi  to  the  original  building, 
iba  increasing  BBfate,  or  enlargBd  family,  of  sucoessii 
proprietors,  sppeared  lo  each  lo  domand.  Beneath 
low,  broad,  and  large  porch,  ■mpported  by  two  huf 
carred  posts,  once  tha  heac'-nr""m"niii  nt  •<>•« 
which  had  found  shlpwreclt 
Uegnua  Mmseir  in  lent  an  III 

ceiving  and  welcoming  the  nu ,„ 

ceaaively  appraaehed.  His  airong  portly  figure  was 
wbU  adapted  lo  Ihe  dRse  which  be  wore— a  blue  coat 
of  ma  Biitiqiie  cui,  lined  with  scarlel,  and  taesd  and 
looped  wiiti  gold  down  the  seama  and  bnlton-holee. 
and  along  the  ample  cuITb.  Strong  and  tnaacabne 
features,  rendarwl  ruddy  and  brown  by  frequent  ex- 
posnre  to  aevere  westhar— a  quanlity  of  moat  veneia- 

under  bis  golj.lacBd  hat,  and  was  csi^Tewily  lied  with 
a  riband  behind.  eipresKd  at  once  his  adTanoid  age. 


THE  PIRATE. 

bore  nffldent  witness 


nthet 


shade  of  displeasure  seems 
interrupt  for  an  instant  the 

ing  SlTpnor  amvals.  ^WhL _, 

tnus  V'ellowley,  he  drew  himself  up,  so 

U>d1^  Ud!ai^"^id^  ihl  mlcomT^ 
Erank  and  hoaFntable  landlord. 

..-u- felcomeMr.  Yellowler,"  wi 

"  you  are  welcome  to  WesI 


Bcbad 


olhel 


5a  muai  be  kind  to  you  as  we  can.  Thts,  I  bs- 
is  your  aisler— MistreBa  Bartiara  Yellowley,  pet- 
le  the  honour  of  ajMighboiirlysaluM." — And  so 
1,  wiihadarinaandssIr-dBTOled courtesy,  which 
rfltid  no  equal  in  our  degenerate  dan,  he  actu- 
lentured  to  salute  Ihe  withered  cheek  of  the 
:er,  who  relaxed  so  much  of  her  usual  pesTiah- 


— ,— " — !«s  to  the  ravages  of  the  ocaao, 

lo  the  encrOBB  of  those  nghla  which  the  lawyers 
term  FToUame   and  Jeltome.      The  chairs,   which 


i  tha  walls,  were 


1  the  minors  and  c. 


a  of  fore 


placed  a  .  

ence.  bad,  ii  was  plain  from  ihair  form,  been  con- 
structed for  ship-board  and  one  or  two  of  the  laiter 
were  of  slrange  and  unknown  wood.  Even  Ihe  par- 
iition  which  separated  the  two  MiaMments,  seemed 
conatrucied  Oulof  the  bulkhead  of  some  large  vessel, 
clumnly  adapted  to  the  service  which  ii  at  present 
performed,  by  the  Isbour  of  some  native  joiner.  To  a 
stranger,  these  evident  marks  and  tokens  of  human 
misery  might,  at  the  firal  glance,  form  a  contrast 


nvsaed  antalion,  ' 
Uordaiuiir' 


at  length  ihedoorof  a  small  apartment,  which,  <K«n- 
mg  from  one  of  the  large  exterior  rooms  we  have 
mentioned.  Hiona  and  Brenda  had  been  permitted  lo 
fit  up  after  their  own  tiMIe,  and  in  esll  their  pecuUar 

Mordaimi  bad  contribated  no  small  shsre  of  the 
and  mechanical  execution  employed  in  fil- 

'    '  '         irtmenl.  and  in  diqjoainR  its 

ed.  during  his  last  residenoe 


iitiout  offer- '  ting  up  Ihia  bvouiile 


11  ButBh-Vyest 


le  coldness  of  hie  host's 


t,  naturally  i ' 


now.  so  much 
with  his  finger 
ihonld  take  tha 


without  an  olftni 

not  my  fjat*ti  t^  your  ill-timed 


ihed  Hignus, 

I  these  doors  

theirowner.   I  pray  you, 


._.  ^1  „,„ . 

ithin  haahngof  hisToiae,  andil  is  an  indilierent 
niuo  one.— Walk  on,  my  wortoy  Buesls,  and  let  us  see 
what  cheer  my  lasses  can  make  you  wilbin  doors." 

So  Baying,  and  taking  care  to  make  his  manner  so 
gsneml  to  the  whole  party,  that  Mordaunt  shonld  not 
be  able  to  appropiiate  any  particular  portion  of  the 
welcome  to  himselt  nor  yet  to  complain  of  being 
eicludecl  from  all  share  in  it,  the  Udaller  ushered 
the  guests  into  his  house,  where  two  large  outer 
rooms,  which,  on  the  present  occasion,  served  the 
purpose  ofa  modem  saloon,  were  already  crowded 
with  guests  of  every  desciiiition. 

The  fumilurB  was  sufllcienily  simple,  and  had  a 
character  peculiar  ID  the  siiuaiioc  of  those  stormy 
iolands.  Magnus  Troil  was,  indeed,  like  most  of  ihe 
higher  class  of  Zetland  propTietoTs,  a  friend  to  the 
dutreaaed  traveller,  whether  py  sea  or  land,  and  had 
repeatedly  exerted  his  whole  authority  in  pmlacting 

.!._ . — t  __ ij  ju^  ahipBTOcked  mariners; 

wiBcks  iqxin  that  tremendous 

Kropriated  articles 
t  the  interior  of 


.    -  -_    —  the  lalch,  uncertain  whet 

>  turn  back."  freedom  to  draw  it,  until  Biei 
know  better  I  the  words,  "  Come  in.  thon," 
an  can  lura.  !  is  interrupted  byanunwelcom. 

heard  and  despatched  with  ah  me  qieea 

At  this  signal  Herloun  entered  the  fan< 

..a  eistera,  which  by  the  addition  of 

Its.  ineluding  some  articles  of  consdi 

h— m  fitted  up  for  tha  apjiroaehing  feniivai.     i  iis 

I  oTMognuBi^al  the  moment  of  Mordauni's 

mirance,  were  seated  in  deep  consultation  with  the 

ilrangsr  Cleveland,  and  with  a  little  slight-made  old 

nan,  whose  eye  retained  all  the  vivacity  of  atartl, 

vhich  had  supported  him  under  the  thousand  vicis- 

litudesoTa  changeAil  and  precarious  hfe,  and  which. 


pronounced. 


la  value. 


icompanying  r 
hairs  leas  awfully  r 
loved,  than  would  i 


a  his  old  age,  randend  his  gray 
verend  pcihapis  but  not  less  be- 
more  grave  and  less  im aginative 


expression  of  CO „.,^....  ,.„. ~..  — 

even  a  penelrating  shrewdness  mmgled  in  the  look  of 
curiosily,  with  which,  ss  he  stepped  fbr  an  inalanl 
tuide,  he  ssemed  to  watch  the  meeting  of  Hordauat 
with  the  two  lovely  sisters. 

The  reception  the  youth  met  with  resembled,  ui 
general  chsrscter,  that  which  he  had  sxperianoed 
Erom  Magnus  himself ;  but  the  maidena  could  not  so 
wail  cover  their  sense  of  Ihe  change  of  droamstancvs 
under  wbiah  ibsy  meL  Both  hlushed,  as,  rising,  and 
without  extending  the  hand,  far  leas  ofisring  (ha 


Coven  1  Oitiiwi, 
ta  well.  Hr.  H>1- 


E<L  uldrunng  the 
« limve  uid  eln- 
d  thne  ■UcKoikal 


my  lovely  bsy 

■emuiBken.btba 
I  again  reddeaioft 
I  ban  with  ■bsme. 
oldniBn.pBUBing. 

"  Wbal  have  we 
d  moriumil— ihii 

meana  all  ihu, 
flencel— In  roe,  1 
il  i^on  ihe  old«M 


aimed  Honlaunl. 
1B 1— And  you  loo. 
ly  otme.  yel  with- 


aniwered  Brenda. 
ce,  "bive  told  lit 
L— Sister,  I  think 
all  be  wanted  elaa- 
on  to  bun  a  day." 
let  her.  Halcro  in 
tkin;ti  >i  iba  aama 

Hin,  and  added- 
ie  apirit  of  muta- 
■erwelleBith,  that 


■watad  Clevdand, 
y  the  wind  ahifla  a 
ler  mind.  Weral 
he  proud  weucho 


XU.1 


cus,  u  It  Hems  you  would  1 
"Who,  1 7"  said  ilie  Csplsin, 
idiflerenco,  "  I  nerer  ihoURli1 1 


TBEPIRAT&  n 

"But  itM  Mos,  Mr.  Haloto,"  nid  CapMin  Otoro- 

"The  BOnffI"  (uiawend  Ralera,  mmiaa  Ihe  Cip- 
itn  by  ihe  bullon.— for  he  was  loo  much  ■cnulo"'-'' 
f^m  him  during  ra 


I  otyoai  fenuli 

Biobel" 

ui  Bii  of  frank 


II  half  *o  prcliy  as  lli 
ake  itaem  beariujr  welc 


'onfa  ihinking  iwi 

Jh,  aing,  dance,  lu. 

nth  twoniy  girla,  were  Ihc 

lanKe  their  course 
liistle.    It  will  be 


»ar  hia  emhnmsamenl,  and  inlriuling  upon 
1  own  opinian ;  and  he  replied,  therefore, 
*I  ahaipfy,  "  thai  CapMin  Clereland'a  aenli- 


A  patient  ia  seldom  pleased  with  that  sort  r>f  coDSo- 
lion  which  is  Ibunded  on  hotding  light  (he  maladv 
r  whicii  he  camplaina  {  and  Mordaunt  fell  diiquaed 

>  he  ofleaded  wilh  Captnin  CteTolantl,  both  for  tak- 

lenu  were  only  auited  to  such  u  had  the  art  lo  Iw- 
nna  aaJTerul  favourites  wherever  chance  happened 

>  threw  them,  and  who  oould  not  lose  in  one  place 

Thia  was  qxdien  ironically ;  but  there  was,  to  can- 
■B  die  truth,  a  superior  knowledgeof  the  world,  and 
coDadousnesa  of  eitemnl  merit  a(  Icsal  about  the 
iin,  which  rendered  hia  interference  doi^ly  dim- 

leeable.  Aa  Sir  Lucius  tyTrii- "  "'- 

II  of  aacceae  about  Captain      ..    _ _ 

lighly  provokisR.     Vounu,  handsome,  am 

jrcd,  hia  air  of  nautical  blunincaii  eat  nati , 

uiEy  upon  him,  and  was  perhaps  particularly  well 
IIRI  to  the  smple  manners  of  the  remote  countir  in 
hich  he  found  himseU';  and  where,  even  in  the  best 
JnJies,  a  greater  degree  of  refiricfnenl  might  have 
inacred  his  conversation  rather  leas  acceptable.  He 
■H  contented,  in  the  present  inslance,  to  smile  good- ' 
amouredly  at  the  obvious  diaconlent  of  Mordauni 
Icrioun,  and  replitd,  "Yop  are  angry  wilh  me,  my  ; 
lod  friend,  butyou  cannot  tnake  me  ansry  with  you. , 
he  fair  hands  of  all  the  pretty  women  I  ever  saw  in 
'y  li/e  would  never  bnve  Eahed  me  up  out  of  the 
txnt  of  Sunibui^h.  So,  proy,  do  not  quarrel  witli 
le:  ibrhere  ia  Mr.  Halcro  witness  thatlhaveatruck 
iti  jack  and  topsail,  and  should  you  fire  a  broad- 
ueiDto  me,  cannot  return  a  single  that." 

A)F,ay/'  aaid  Halcro,  "you  must  be  friends  with 
aptain  Cleveland,  Hordauiit.  Never  quarrel  with 
>ur  friend,  because  a  woman  is  whimsicnl.  Why, 
lan.  if  they  kept  one  humour,  how  the  devU  could 

d  DrydeJf  h^mwirg^rS™  old  Joh^  could  have 
udlillki  about  a  girl  that  was  alwaye  of  one  mind— 
I  well  write  verses  upon  a  mUl-pond.  It  is  your 
des  and  your  roosts,  and  your  currents  and  eddies, 
lal  come  and  go,  and  ebb  and  flow,  (by  Heaven  1  I 
in  into  rhyme  when  I  so  much  aa  think  upon  them,) 
lal  emUe  one  day,  rage  the  neKi,  flatter  and  devour, 
dight  and  ruin  us,  and  eo  forth-it  is  these  that  give 
lereal  soul  of  poetry.  Did  younever  hear  my  Adieu 
1  the  Lass  of  Nor [hmaven— that  was  poor  Bel  Slim- 
1  Mary  for  the  eound'a*akft  os  I 


;'i«K. 


n  praclica  all  ihe  usual  means  of  pra- 

-, ..  the  iiDmoTtal  John.  Tod  ahall  heat 
hear  them  all,  if  you  will  but  stand  stiU  ■ 
id  you  too,  my  dear  boy,  Mordaunt  Met- 
'  scarce  heard  a  word  from  yoormouih 
running  away 
■  — ■■■■  hu  othsi 


toaaying,  he  secured  him  w 


»  with''t^Boldcn     . 
with  Harold  Ilarfager, 


I  myself  Hi 

.:_.:.„:: ■!::._. ::::^;i 

,  chief  Scald  7~Well,  but  where  was  11  -O  ay- 
Mr  Bet  Stinibister,  she  (and  partly  some  debt)  was 
le  cause  of  imir  leaving  the  isles  ofHiatiland,  (belter 
I  called  than  Shetland,  or  Zetland  even,)  and  taking 


ithet 


iKav 


e  haitlul  my  way  through  the  worid. 
n  of  mould  may,  thai  has  a  light  bead, 
.—.It  putee,  and  a  heart  as  light  as  them  both— 
•ught  nly  way,  and  paid  m(  way-that  i^  cither  with 
loney  or  wit— have  seen  kingB  c:hanged  and  deposed 
9  vou  would  lurn  a  leoanl  out  of  a  sea thold— knew 
II  the  wits  of  the  age,  and  especially  the  glorious 
ohn  Dryden— what  man  in  ihs  islands  can  say  as 
inch,  bailing  Ivine  ^—l  had  a  pinch  out  of  his  own 
auff-boi— I  w9l  tell  you  how  I  came  by  aich  pniino- 


spend,  a  penny  to  keep  roy  purse,  a  peoDy  lo  give  u 
the  poor— ay,  and  a  bed  uid  a  bottle  fat  a  friend,  as 
you  shall  know,  boys,  tf  you  will  go  back  with  ma 
when  this  menimeoi  i*  over.— But  whara  waa  I  in  m* 
story  r 

"near  port,  I  hope,"  answered  Cleveland:  bat 
Halcro  was  too  determined  a  narrator  lo  be  mtcr- 
rupied  by  the  broadest  hinL 

"O  ay,"  he  reaumed,  with  the  aelf-satisfied  air  o( 
one  who  has  recovered  the  thread  of  a  story,"  I  ww 
in  my  old  lodgings  in  Ruaael  Street,  wilh  old  Ttmothr 
Thimble  ihwaite,  the  Haaler  Faahioner,  thea  the  beat 
known  man  about  town.  He  made  An'  all  the  wita, 
and  for  the  dull  boobies  of  Ibrtnna  baaides,  and  made 
the  one  pay  for  the  other.  He  never  daniad  ■  wit 
credit  aave  in  jesi,  or  for  the  sake  ofgettins  a  repar- 
tee )  and  he  waa  in  corraapondeaee  wiib  all  that  waa 
worth  knowiiiB  about  town.  He  had  lettan  from 
Crowne,  and  l^te,  and  Prior,  and  Tom  Brown,  and 
all  the  famous  fellows  of  Ibe  lune,  with  suchpeUetsaf 
wit,  that  ihere  was  no  reading  them  withonl  laogh- 
ing  ready  lo  die,  and  all  ending  with  craiiing  afurtber 

"I  sboulil  have  thought  the  tador  would  have  found 
that  ieat  rather  seriouai"  ssid  MordaunL 

"Not  a  bit— not  a  bit,"  relied  his  eulogist,  "Tim 
Thimble  thwai  to  (he  waa  a  Cumberlaod-monby  lunh) 
hsd  the  aoul  of  aphnce — ay.  and  died  with  thefortuna 
of  one  t  tor  vio  betide  the  custaid-gorged  oldermaa 
that  csme  under  Tim's  gooae,  after  °'  pad  got  one  ot 
those  letters— egad,  ha  was  sun  to  pay  thekainl  Why, 
Thim  hie  th waits  WIS  thougfal  to  lie  the  origiDal  ot 
little  Tom  Bibber,  in  gloiioas  John'a  comedy  of  the  - 
Wild  Gallant;  and  I  know  that  he  has  tnialed,  ay. 
and  lent  John  money  lo  boot  out  of  his  own  pocket, 
Bt  a  lime  when  all  his  fine  court  friends  blew  coU 
enough.     He  trusted  me  too,  and  1  have  been  two 

To  be  sore,  i  waa  obli^Qg  in  his  way--not  that  I  ex- 
actly could  shape  or  aew,  nor  would  that  have  been 
decorouatbragentlemaiiofHoaddeeMnti  bull— ell, 
eh— IdrawbilS— aummedup  theboofca" 

"Carried  homa  iba  clothes  ot  the  wits  and  alder- 
men, and  got  bdgiiifl  for  your  labour  T'  mlemiplad 
Cleveland.  _  , 

"No,  no— damn  it,  no,"  replied  Halcro ;     

-    ■ 'n  my  alory— where  w 

yon  to  ths  Uutiide,    said  lh« 


f  Mcood  won)  ■  Ik,  I  doubt  n 


onutv  coxcomb,    I  wonder  viitt 

■UyweDchea ~  "-'-    '-■ 

long-  winded--- - .. 

Hoidauni,  tnjr  datx  bm,  lake  siunpis  b*  &al  m 
flial  is,  taka  wunioe  tiy  bim—never  tall  long  Blows 
•boot  irouraalf.  Yoa  an  aomeunue  gnn  to  ulk  loo 
much  about  your  own  exploita  on  crags  and  skeineB, 
and  iltEEke,  which  anl)' breaks  cooTersation.  and  pre- 
fCDta  other  folk  fram  bdng  beard.  Now  I  aee  you 
are  imntieat  to  bear  out  what  1  wu  saying— Stop, 
whereaVouuwae  11"  _  .,    , 

"I  bnr  ws  must  put  ii  ofllHr.  HbIcio,  until  after 
dinner."  nid  Mordaunt,  who  also  m^iaied  hir 
secaps,  ifaough  deeirouB  tu  efiectiiig  it  with  moredoL- 
cicy  lowDids  hts  old  acqaaintance  than  Captain 
Clereland  had  iboughl  it  necewary  to  lue. 

"Nay,  my  dear  boy,  said  Halero,  neing  himself 
about  to  be  utterly  dcMTted,  "donoiyouleavime  loo 

X  take  so  bad  an  example  aa  to  let  bght  by  t^ 

ntanoe,  Mordaunt,    1  nara  wandered  many  a 


r  in  old  friend  like 

So  saying,  be  quitted  the  youth's  ooat,  and  sliding 
his  hand  geotly  under  his  arm,  grapplea  him  more 
efiectuallyi  to  whicb  Hordsuni  submitled,  a  lillic 
moredby  ibepoet'sobservaltonupon  the  unkindncsa 
of  aid  aequainlancee,  uniler  which  he  himself  wai  an 
immadiats  anfleter.    But  when  Halcro  renewed  his 


TOittBt,  piefintng  bis  poetry  to  his  prose,  reminded 
him  01  ike  aifag  which  he  said  he  had  written  upon 
tia  first  leanng  Zetland, — a  song  ra  whicb,  indeed. 
(he  inquirer  waa  no  stranger,  but  which,  as  it  must 
be  new  to  the  reader,  weshaUhae  insert  sa  a  favouT- 
oble  specimen  of  the  poetical  powers  of  this  tuneful 
descandanl  of  Hsco  the  Oalden-moulh«l  t  far,  in  the 
opinion  of  many  tolerable  judget^  be  held  a  respect- 
able rank  among  the  inditera  of  madrigals  of  the 
period;  and  waa  as  well  qualified  to  gire  immortaliiy 
to  his  nandea  irf  the  hills  or  dslei^  as  many  a  geniTe 

•ometbuDg  of  a  maaiciaii  bIbo,  and  on  ibe  present 
ocoaooD  seiied  upon  a  aorl  of  lute,  and,  quitung  bis 
Ticdm,  prepared  the  instnimeat  iiir  an  aocompanimen  t, 
speaking  all  the  while  that  he  might  lose  no  time. 
<,>> j.L_  i..._ii  L_  _^  "ftom  the 


y.  The  Lass  of  North- 

--    — ,     ,--.  -El  Siimbieier!    1  have 

called  her  Msiy  in  theversea  Botay  does  well  for 
an  E^^sh  eong;  but  Hmt  is  more  nBlurs!  heie." 
So  saying,  after  a  sfaon  prelude,  hesuntf,  with  a  tole- 
rable Toiea  sod  some  tiMe,  the  following  verses : 


'was 


who  hear  that  aairie  dilly.    Wc 


if  the  wit 

_,    jBt  folk's  heart. 

Bistil— and  he  hsa  a  heart 
ndsong  BB  Apollo  himself 
ml.  But  then  be  has  had 
iih  the  wbmen-folk,  aala 
!n  such  a  grudge— Ay,  ay, 
of  us  hut  hasIeTl  ibe  same 
e,  my  drai  boy,  they  are 

■-- ' both — planes 

ut  Ibem-^bgt 


that  is,  in  the  supposed  island—a  place  which  DSither 


Now  you  see,  my  r 


^ ,  _iy  ROod  young  man,  there  are  here 

of  your  healheniBh  rants,  wbirh   Rochester. 

Etbetidge,  and.  ibeae   wild   fellows,  used   lo  alniQ 

'  ■     ling   'he  eong,  and  ha 

lere  is  the  confoondad 
-_.  never  mind— wa"]!  get 
night,  and  I'll  leU  yon  all 


CHAPTER  XI 

And  Uig  brlilit  nblau,  rieli  olUi  icnt 


The  hoBpilable  profusion  of  HsgnueTroireboaid, 
the  number  of  guests  who  feasted  in  the  hall,  the 
much  greater  number  of  retainers,  attendants,  bum- 
ble fticnds,  and  domestics  of  every  possible  desoip- 
tion,  who  revelled  without,  with  the  multitude  of  Ibe 
etill  poorer,  and  less  honoured  aseislBnte,  who  cams 
from  every  hamlet  or  Lownship  within  twenty  miles 
round,  to  share  the  bounty  of  the  munificent  UdaUa-, 
were  such  as  altogether  astonished  Triptolemua  Td- 
lowley.  and  made  him  internally  doubt  whether  it 
would  be  prudent  in  him  at  this  time,  and  eniid  the 
ftillplowof  his  bofpitaljty,  to  propose  lo  the  hosi  who 
presided  over  Btich  a  splendid  banquet,  a  radical 
chaoge^n   the  whole  cusioros  and   uSBgca  of  bis 

COUDItJ'. 

True,  lbs  sa^cioDS  Triplolemus  fell  ronacious  that 
he  possessed  m  his  own  person  wiedotii  lar  mvaior 
to  that  of  Bll  the  aaoembled  feasters,  to  say  nothmg 
of  the  Isndlonl,  against  whose  prudence  the  very  ex- 
tent of  his  bospuoliiy  formed,  in  Yallowle/«  i^mioa. 
sufficient  evidence.  But  yet  the  Amphinyon  with 
whom  one  dines,  holds,  tor  the  lime  at  bast,  an  inOs- 
ence  over  the  minds  of  bis  moat  distiTiAished  guate; 
and  if  the  dinner  be  in  good  style  and  tbewineaofllM 
right  quahty,  it  is  humbling  to  see  thai  mother  art DOr 
wiedom,  BMrceextemsl  rank  iteelt  can  oaaume  dkor 
nBlural  and  wonted  Bupenonty  over  tbedislriholorgf 
these  Bood  thing^  until  coflee  Uaa  been  brought  in. 
Tnptolemus  felt  the  full  weight  of  this  .^imporaryM- 
P«.r'"n'y.  yet  ho  was  desirous  to  do  Bomethtng  that 
might  vindicate  the  vaunts  he  had  made  to  hia  sisW 
and  bis  fellaw.tnveUer,  and  be  stole  a  look  at  (hem 
fmm  time  to  time,  to  mark  whether  be  was  not  ank- 


lod  in  admirinfl  the  boal's  mdilTereiice  to,  am 
[BeBi^  ibmlulB  nKlinnce  o(  those  rules  of  ci  — , 
owiiich  her  voullihidbeettbrouKhiii;).  Thefeasiers 
tenred  to  be  helped  from  a  diiih  vmich  whb  unbroken, 
lad  ini^L  have  li^rcd  al  BLippcr,  with  u  much  (rtre- 
lom  u  U'  il  hud  undergone  the  ravogee  of  hslf-a-do- 
len  Bucaia ;  and  no  one  ueemed  to  care— (he  landlojd 
limselr  leaai  of  all— whether  Ihosc  dishes  only  were 
Minnimed.  which,  from  their  nature,  were  incapable 
if  re-appearanee,  or  whether  the  auault  wi9  extended 
olho  subataniial  rounds  of  beef,  poilics.  and  eo  forth, 
which,  by  the  rules  of  good  housewifery,  were  dee- 
ined  to  stand  two  allacka,  and  which,  therefore,  ac- 
^ardine  to  Hte.  Barbara's  ideas  of  politeness,  ought 
iDl  la  tiBie  been  annihilated  by  the  eucals  upon  the 
Inl  onset,  but  tpsrod,  like  Outis  in  the  cave  of  Poly- 


hlhew 


inti!  d 


,  and  baked,  a 


wreck  of  EUIUE,  uuum. 

supplied  her  cupboard  tor  ai  leeH  a  tweLTemonin, 
Urs.  Barbara  cared  reiy  little  whether  or  not  herbro- 
iher  aupporleil  in  its  anient  Ihe  character  which  be 
h&d  celcuUted  upon  ainiminR. 

Mordattnt  Herloitn  also  waa  conTersanl  with  far 
other  thoughts,  than  those  which  regarded  the  pro- 
posed reformer  of  ^tland  enormilies.  His  seat  was 
betwixt  two  blillw  maidens  of  Thule,  who,  not  tak- 
itig  •com  tlial  he  bad  upon  other  occasions  ^iven  nn- 
rerentx  to  the  datighters  of  tbe  Udaller,  were  glad  of 
the  ehancs  which  asaigned  to  them  the  alien 
90  diatiagnuAod  a  galiani,  who,  as  being  Ihei 
--  -■■-  '~1,  mightin  oil  probability  become  Iht..,—  - 
■iMequant  dance.    Bui,  whilal  rendering 


he  SMat,  mightin  all  probability  became  their  part 

I  in  Ihe  Hibaequant  dance.    Bui,  i "  -" 

hii  fair  ndgbboura  all  the  unial  a 


aocielr  rstniired,  HonJauni  kept 
cnrmui  ana  close   observation,   upon  I 
laandBrenda.    TheUdiilli 


_. _...__ fBeff"Sd 

■nareoT  hia  attention ;  but  in  him  he  could  remark 
nlhing,  except  the  usual  lone  of  hearty  and  aome- 
■hal  Doistetous  hospitality,  with  which  he  waa  ac- 
rvlomad  to  snimale  the  banquet  upon  all  such  occa- 
of  general  festivity.     But  in  the  differing  mien 


of  .tL_  ... 


'0  maidens  there  w 


rtain   Cleveland   sat  belwixl  the  aiaters,  was 

ssduloua  in  hia  allentiona  to  both,  and  Mordaiint  was 
so  placed,  that  he  could  observe  all,  and  hear  a  great 
deal,  of  what  passed  between  ihem.  But  Cleveland's 
peculiar  regaid  seemed  devoted  to  the  elder  aisler.  Of 
this  the  younger  was  perhaps  conscious,  Ibr  more 
than  once  hei  eye  glanced  towards  Hordsnnt.  and,  ss 
he  thought,  with  something  in  it  which  resembled 
reKretlbr  the  interruption  of  their  intercourse,  and  a 
■ad  remcmbnince  of  former  and  more  friendly  limes ; 
while  Minna  was  eicluaively  engrossed  by  the  atten- 
tioQBof  her  neighbour;  and  that  it  should  be  so.  filled 
Mordaunt  with  surprise  sad  resentment 

Minns,  the  serious,  ihs  prudent,  Ihe  reaerved, 
wbow  countenance  and  manners  indicated  so  much 
etevatiim  of  characlei — Minns,  the  lover  of  solitude, 
and  oflhoac  paths  of  knowledge 


ap™°?i^l 


character  seemed,  in  short,  the  vktv  r 
which  might  be  captivated  by  the  bol 
daring  gallantry  of  such  a  man  as  this  ( 
I«nd,  gave,  nerertheless,  her  eye  and  c 
ll«  aal  bends  her  al  loble,  with  an  i 
graeioiianess  of  allentioo,  which,  to  Horaaunt, 
well  knew  how  to  judge  of  her  feelings  by  her 
□er,  intimated  a  degree  of  the  highest  favour.    ... 

-L J  .l; J  his  heart  rose  ogoinsl  the  favourite 

1  been  thus  superseded, 
indiscreet  departure  froi 


British  navyi  and  the  wit  wluch  has 
many  smiles,  seems  to  me  such  as  Minna 
lormerly  have  endured  for  an  insIanL  Ei 
seems  less  taken  with  his  gallantry  ill 
whom  It  should  have  suilsd  so  liide.'' 

Mordaunt  waa  doubly  mistaken  in  thesi 
speculations.    In  the  flrsl  place,. with  an 

iS[n  Ci!^d^l '  TS^wm  "" 
which  was  of  the  less  conaeqi 
hited  by  ■»  ninin  nnil  Himnip 

Zetland 


in  aevelai 


_-jMiig"™nEdenco"in  h'STM^-lnd  th?t^ 

nardihooa  of  dispoaition,  which,  without 

quality,  very  often  leads 

I.     Bui  Mordaunt  waa  fe 

in;:  that  Cleveland  waa  1 


diaoereci 


m  TroU,  oi 


if  their  char , 

Hod  bis  knowledge  of  the  woiid  h 

iitensive,  he  might  have  obaervo 
are  ofWn  formed  betwixt  couplea  i 
■ion  and  stature,  they  take  place 
tly  belwini  persons  totally  difi^rii 

i^wbuld  not  he  saying,  perhaps,  too  niu< 
that  two-thitds  of  the  mamages  around  ui 
P'rsona,.»ho,  judguit 
lught  had  scarce  any  < 

/A  moral  and  priman  cause  migiht  be 

^gned  for  these  anotnaSes,  in  Ihe  nnse  dis 

of  Providence,  thai  the  general  balance  o 

dom,  and  amiable  qualilUis  of  all  kinds, 

kq>l  up  through  eodely  al  large.    For,  wb 

were  iL  if  the  wise  were  to  intermarry  on 

wise,  the  learned  with  Ihe  learned,  ihe  an 

the  amiable,  nay,  even  ihe  handsome  with 

some  7  and,  la  it  not  evident,  that  the  dcgn 

uf  Ihe  foolish,  the  ignorant,  the  brutal,  ai 

formed,  (comprehending,  by  the  way,  fsr  i 

rtion  of  monkind,)  miuit,  when  condera 

isive  intercourse  with  each  other,  becom 

much  brulaliied  in  person  and  dispoa 

gentle  joined  to  the  rude,"  wc  may  lami 

the  sijfleriog  individual,  but  we  must  r 

__mira  the  mt-sietious  disposition  of  that 

derxcG  which  thus  balances  the  moral  gr> 

of  life;-which  secum  for  a  family,  uSh 

sweeter  blood,  Iranenulled.  from  the  oihi 
serves  lo  ibe  oflspnng  the  alfeclionale  ca 
lection  of  al  least  one  of  thoae  from  whon 
tally  due.  Without  the  frequent  oecunjt 
alliances  and  unions— mis- sorted  as  tin 
first  sight— the  world  could  not  be  thai 
ElemaTWisdom  has  designed  il-a  pta. 

S^wherl"™  ^hTw''oT«'i'llV are'^hS 
aomeibing  that  renders  them  lolerable  to 
patient  tnmds,  and  where  the  beat  blea 
alio)'  of  einbill) 


Ufc,  as  m  crar  morsl  conduct ;  and  in  the  former  ai 
mil  BB  Ihfl  latter  csw,  ij  oflBn  Ihe  me«ni  of  mis- 
guiding thoH  who  poswM  II.  Tbui  it  luuilly  hap- 
pen*, more  e^5>cciBUy  lo  the  enrhuaiseue  sod  ima^- 
ntlive,  that,  having  formal  a  piclure  of  admiraiion 
in  their  own  mind,  they  loo  often  deceive  ihemaelvcs 
by  some  faint  reaembUnca  in  some  eiwung  bcinft 
whom  thai  fancy,  ■■  speedily  as  graiailouely,  inieats 
with  all  the  aitribaus  neceasary  to  complete  the  btau 
lAal  of  mental  perfeclion.  (Jo  one,  perhaps,  even  in 
the  happiest  msnisga,  with  an  object  rexll)'  betov«<; 
met  ducovered  by  eiperience  all  the  qusliiiea  he  ei- 
pected  to  possess  I  hut  in  lar  too  many  case«,  he  finds 
he  h^  practiaed  *  much  higher  dettree  of  menial  de- 
eeplion,  sud  baa  erected  his  airycaalleor  felicity  upon 
■>me  rainbow,  which  owed  its  vetyenietence  onl/  to 
(hepeculia 


a  gitl  ofMintui'afanci- 
ve  share  of  those  quoli- 
if[ination,  were  held  to 
of  •  hooic  character. 

I  widely  different  from 
le  seemed  by  fb^n^  he 
nse,  and  neiural  good- 
lion  he  had  creoieil,  at 
;oncemed.  Ii  isBcarce 
Jd,  that  these  obsen'stions  apply  ei- 
clUBiTely  lo  wnai  are  called  love-matcheai  for  when 
nlher  party  lU  their  ailachmeni  upon  the  aubatan- 
tial  comfoTta  of  a  rental,  or  a  jointum  they  cannot 
bs  diaappcinted  iti  (be  acquiaition,  although  Ihcy 
may  be  cruelly  so  in  theu-  over-esiimaiion  of  (he 
haFJiineta  it  was  to  afTord,  or  in  having  too  slighily 
aubeipated  the  disadvaniages  wiih  which  ii  was  to 

Having  a  certain  partiality  for  ihe  dark  Beauty 
whom  we  have  described,  we  have  willingly  dedicated 
this  digreaaion,  in  order  to  account  for  a  lini'  of  conduct 
which  we  allow  to  seem  abmlutely  unnnlunit  In  eurh 
■  narrative  as  the  pieseni,  though  the 
srenl  in  oniinary         '-  —  "~ 


openly  as  , 
from  her,  loi 
melancholy 


imely,  m  Minna'e  appe 

-nleni,Bnd  abi: 

dedicating  ti 


his  whole  time  and 

attention,  and  v 

rendered  her  the  env 

of  almost  all  t 

women  of  that  ntmie 

ous  party.    Perl 

readers  will  lake  the 

imublo  lo  con 

bosoms,  they  will  be 

disposed  to  alio 

Unguiahed  good  lasie 

xhibiledbyanyi 

when  his  aitentiona 

would  be  asm 

arcle  of  nvala,  selects  one  as  theii  it 

cnlillea  him,  on  the 

footing  of  redni 

other,  to  a  lar)te  ahare  of  ihal  individu  \d, 

and  even  partial,  eMeem.  Al  any  rate,  vr 

dialL,  after  dU,  be  deemed  inconaiatenl  il 

ilconcerna  not  t»,  who  record  the  ( ....  „id 

them,  and  pretend  no  privilege  for  bringing  closer  to 
nature  those  incklenis  which  may  seem  lo  diverge 


dauni,  Ihont^  a  novice,  fai'lBi'no't"'io"pro°fii  in  her 
•chooL  11  waa  manifeat,  Ihat^  m  order  to  ohecrve  the 
demeanoiffofthoaeon  whom  his  aitmtion  was  fined, 
at  least  so  much  enpiged  with  Ihe  dwnMs  bewui 
whom  he  sat.  that  Hinnaand  Brenda  ahould  auppose 
him  indiflerenltowhal  was  passing  around  him  The 
rewty  chaetftilneBS  of  Haddie  and  Clara  Oroateetlara, 


aidat  ihia  aceming  mirih,  Hordaunt  failed  DOI, 
me  to  lime,  aa  mvntly  aa  he  miahl,  10  abmnt 
iducl  of  the  two  daugbtera  of  Hagnoi;  aiiil 
ippeared  as  if  the  ekler,  wrap(  up  in  the  eoa. 
m  of  Cleveland,  did  not  cast  away  a  (housht 

,  .u mpanyi  and  aa  if  Brenda,  nun 

eived  his  siieniioD  wilUrami 


vey.  and  tacitly  formed  the  resolution  of  sedung  a 
mor<'  full  explanation  with  her  in  the  coune  of  dw 
evening.  Noma,  he  remembered,  bad  tilled  tliti 
these  iwo  smmble  young  women  were  in  dtogn,  ibe 
nature  of  which  she  left  onexplained,  but  wtiicli  be 
BUBperlol  to  arise  out  of  their  mistaking  the  cbaraciB 
of  this  daring  and  all  engrossing  Btranger;  and  be 
secrpily  resolved,  that,  if  posBibl&  be  would  be  (be 
menna  of  dcteciing  Cleveland,  and  of  saving  liia  early 

■  'ed  ihese  thoughia,  his  i 


taGtoati 

might  aliogether 


Tadually  i 


>n  uninterested  a 

igfrom  (able.  Hinna,  wi 
what  of  Btatelineas  in  her 
e  company  in  general,  wi 


inished,  and  pe 


iuuTieil  through 

ihoughi  that  her  eye  dieiinguiaKed  him 
numerous  company.    Fur  (he  first  lime 


her  eye  reached  ClmUol 
rhich  sitended  ba  ab^int 
iposedto  lhcey<Bof  od«n 
!  departing  asluuitoD  Kith 
I  clinoBI  amountHJ  to  »*k- 


:r  and  lo  return  the  glanrc ;  and  the  n 
that  he  hod  done  eo  doubl«i  the  gloB 
ounlenancc,  while  something  reeembli 
washlcndcd  wilh  hi 


.._.. jn  belooklhem- 

celvGB  to  the  deepsnd  serious  drinking,  which,  nxenl- 
ing  to  (he  fashion  of  (he  times,  preceded  ihe  erioicg 
eieiciee  of  the  dance.  Old  Magnua  himself,  by  pit- 
Cfpt  and  eJtsmple,  exhorted  them  "m  make  iho  beti 
uaeof  Iheir  time,  aince  the  ladies  would  soon  sutninni 
them  to  shake  (heir  feet."  At  the  aame  lime  gi^l 
the  signal  to  a  gray- headed  domcaiit^  who  stood  be- 
hind him  in  the  drees  of  a  Dantiic  skipper,  and  sbn 
added  to  many  other  occupaiione  that  of  bullei,  "Enc 
ScBuibesIer  ■'  he  wiid,  "has  the  good  ehip  the  WI( 
Manner  of  Canton,  got  her  caivp  on  board!" 

"Choheful  loadedT'  ansivetwl  the  Oonymnlt  it 
Burgh -Wcslra,  "with  good  Nanlz.  Jamaica  nig", 
Portugal  leinona,  not  to  mention  nutmeg  and  IMOi 
and  waicr  taken  in  from  the  Shellicoat  spring. 

Loud  una  long  laughed  theguesta  at  ihioiainiaiH 
regular  jest  betwiK  the  Udalifr  and  hie  butler,  «lup 
always  served  as  a  preface  to  ihe  iniroductioB  all 
puDcb-bowl  of  enormouB  aiie,  the  mfl  Of  the  eapiui 
of  one  of  the  Honourable  East  India  CoowspJ 
vesaelB,  which,  bound  from  China  homeward.  tM 
been  driven  norih-about  by  eirese  of  weather  .ipw 
Lerwick-bay,  and  had  there  contrived  (o  gel  nJof 
part  of  the  cargo,  without  very  acrupuloualyreekoDM 
for  the  King's  dutieH,  ,, 

Magnus  Troil,  having  heen  alargpeuBlonier,be«iks 
otherwise  obliging  Captain  Coolie,  had  been  i^^'F; 
rated,  on  Ihe  departure  of  the  ship,  with  ihia  bIixkIb 
vehicle  of  convivialily,  at  the  very  flight  of  wbien.  •• 
old  Eric  Scambeater  bent  under  Us  vieidiL  a  mimwr 
ofapplauseran  through  theconipany.  fteg™™ 
loBBlB  dedicated  to  the  proapenty  of  JEetluu,  Jf^ 


the  hind  that 


with  flowing' burnpera,      "^.[JJJ 
B  fiahtng,  aa  pnposed  l>r 


JOV.J 


TMB  PIRATB. 


besoooftNMToiceof  thdUdaUer.  CUod  Halero  pro- 
osed  with  general  applause,  *'  The  health  of  their 
rorthjr  landmaster,  the  sweet  sister  meat-mistresses ; 
eadth  to  man,  death  to  fish,  and  growth  to  the  pro- 
Qce  of  the  sround."  Tlie  same  recurring  seniiment 
^os  prcMxnea  more  ponctseljr  by  a  whiteheaded  com- 
eer  of  Magnus  TroiL  in  the  words,  "  God  open  the 
loutb  of  the  gray  fish,  and  keep  his  hand  about  the 

Full  opportunity  was  afibrded  to  all  to  honour  these 
iteresting  toasts.  Those  nearest  the  capacious 
[editerranean  of  punch,  were  accommodated  by  the 
daller  with  their  portions,  dispensed  in  huge  rum- 
ler  glasses  by  his  own  hospitable  hand,  whilst  they 
'bo  sat  at  a  greater  distance  replenished  their  cups 
f  means  of  a  rich  silver  flagon,  facetiously  called  the 
mnace;  which,  filled  occasionally  at  the  bowl, 
»rved  to  dispense  its  liquid  treasures  to  the  more  re- 
lote  parts  of  the  table,  and  occasioned  many  right 
lerry  jests  on  its  frequent  voyages.  The  commerce 
r  the  Zotlandera  with  foreign  vessels,  and  home- 
ward-bound West  Indiamen,  had  eany  served  to 
itroduce  among  them  the  general  use  of  thesenerous 
ererag^  with  which  the  Jolly  Mariner  ox  Canton 
"as  loaded ;  nor  was  there  a  man  in  the  archipelago 
r  Thule  more  skilled  in  combining  its  rich  ingreoi- 
its,  than  old  Eric  Scambester,  who  indeea  was 
nown  fsr  and  wide  through  the  isles  by  the  name  of 
le  Punch-maker,  after  the  fashion  of  the  ancient 
Forwegians,  who  conferred  on  Rollo  the  Walker,  and 
tber  heroee  of  their  strain^  epithets  expressive  of  the 
ats  of  strength  or  dexterity  in  which  they  excelled 
U  other  men. 

The  good  liquor  was  not  slow  in  performing  its 
ffice  of  exhilaration,  and^  as  the  revel  advanced, 
ome  ancient  Norse  drinking-songs  were  sung  with 
reat  efiect  by  the  guests,  tending  to  show,  that  if^ 
x>m  want  of  exercise,  the  martial  virtues  of  their  an- 
eeton  had  decayed  among  the  2«etlanders,  they  could 
till  actively  and  intensely  enjoy  so  much  of  the  plea- 
urea  of  Valhalla  as  consisted  in  quaffing  the, oceans 
f  mead  and  brown  ale.  which  were  promised  by 
kiln  to  those  who  should  share  his  Scandinavian 
aradise.  At  length,  excited  by  the  cup  and  song,  the 
iffident  grew  bold,  and  the  modest  loquacious— all 
ecame  desirous  of  talking,  and  none  were,  willing  to 
sten— -each  matf  mounted  his  own  q>ecial  hobby- 
orse,  and  began  eagerly  to  call  on  his  neighbours  to 
ritness  his  ai^ity.  Amongst  others,  the  little  bard, 
rho  had  now  got  next  to  our  friend  Mordaunt  Mer- 
Min,  evinced  a  positive  determination  to  commence 
nd  conclude,  in  all  its  longitude  and  latitude,  the  story 
f  his  introduction  to  glorious  John  Dryden:  and 
Mptolemus  Yellowley,  as  his  spirits  arose,  shaking 
ff  a  filing  of  involuntary  awe,  with  which  he  was 
nprened  by  the  opulence  indicated  in  all  he  saw 
round  him,  as  well  as  by  the  respect  paid  to  Magnus 
:^il  by  the  assembled  guests,  began  to  broach,  to 
be  astonished  and  somewhat  oflTended  Udaller,  some 
f  those  projects  for  ameliorating  the  islands,  which 
ye  had  boasted  of  to  his  £allow-travellere  upon  thev 
9umey  of  the  morning. 

But  the  innovations  which  he  suggested,  and  the 
eception  which  they  met  with  at  the  nand  of  Magnus 
rrofl,  must  be  told  in  the  next  Chapter. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

We'll  kMp  oar  cmtomv-wtwt  is  Uw  itwlf, 

B«t  old  MtablMh'd  euitomt  What  relifion. 

Q  mean,  with  one-half  of  the  men  that  um  it^ 

Sare  the  food  uio  and  wont  Uiat  oarrtei  Ihem 

To  worrtiip  how  and  where  their  fliUiera  womupp'd  f 

AU  thing*  raM>lTe  in  eoBtom-we'll  keep  ovra.  q^-^^ 

Wb  left  the  company  of  Magnus  Troil  engwd  in 
ligh  wassail  and  revelry.  Mordaunt,  who,like  his 
atner.  shuimed  the  festive  cup.  did  not  partake  m  the 
:heafuhiees  which  the  ship  ditfused  among  the  guests 
18  they  unloaded  it,  and  the  pinnace,  as  it  circumna- 
ngated  the  table.  But,  in  low  murits  as  he  seemed, 
le  was  the  more  meet  prey  for  the  story-tellmg  Hal- 
:ro,  who  had  fixed  upon  him,  as  in  a  favourable  state 
to  play  the  part  of  listener,  with  something  of  the 
*  See  Hlbbert*tI>eaeriptioo  of  the  ZetiandManda,  p.  4Tt. 


samsmstmct  that  dmots  the  hoodsd  crow  to  ihsMck 
sheep  among  the  flock,  whkh  will  most  patiently 
sufler  itself  to  be  made  a  prey  ot  Joyfiilly  dki  the 
poet  avail  himself  of  the  advantages  arordea  by  Mof 
daunt's  absence  of  mind,  and  unwillingness  to  exert 
himself  in  measures  of  active  defenceTwith  the  nn- 
fiuling  dexterity  peculiar  to  proaers,  he  contrived  to 
onbble  out  his  tail  to  double  its  usual  length,  by  the 
exercise  of  the  privilege  of  unlimitad  digressions  t  so 
that  the  story,  like  a  horse  on  the  grand  jm»^  seemed 
to  be  advancing  with  rapidity,  wh3e,  m  reaUty,  it 
scarce  was  progressive  at  the  rate  of  a  yard  in  the 
quarter  of  an  hour.  At  length,  however,  ne  had  dis- 
cussed, in  all  its  vahoos  bearings  and  relatxms,  the 
history  of  his  friendlv  landlord,  the  master  fashioner 
m  Russel-street,  including  a  short  sketch  of  five  of 
his  relations,  and  anecdotes  of  three  of  his  principal 
lively  together  with  some  general  observations  upon 
the  dress  and  fashion  of  the  period;  and  having 
marched  thus  far  through  the  environs  and  outworks 
of  his  story,  he  arrived  at  the  body  of  the  plaoa,  for  so 
the  Wits'  Cof^house  might  be  termed.  He  paused 
on  the  threshold^  however,  to  explain  the  nature  of 
his  landbrd's  right  occasionally  to  intrude  himsaU 
into  this  well-known  temple  of  the  Muses. 
"  It  consisted,"  said  Halcro,  "in  the  two  principal 

Eointai  of  bearing  and  forbearing ;  for  my  friend  Thim- 
lethwaite  -was  a  person  of  wit  himself,  and  never 
quarrelled  with  any  jest  which  the  wags  who  fre- 
quented that  house  were  fliiiging  about,  like  squibs 
and  craekera  on  a  rejoicing  night ;  and  then,  though 
some  of  the  wits— av,  and  I  dare  say  the  greater  nmn- 
her,  might  have  had  some  deahngs  with  him  in  the 
way  of  tr»ie,  he  never  was  the  person  to  put  any  man 
of  genius  in  unpleasant  remembrance  of  such  triiMi. 
And  though,  my  dear  yoimg  Master  Mordaunt,  yqn 
may  think  this  is  but  oitiinarv  civiUty,  because  in  this 
country  it  happens  seldom  that  there  is  either  much 
borrowing  or  lending,  and  because,  praised  be 
Heaven,  there  are  neither  bailifTs  nor  sheriff'-offioer 
to  take  a  poor  fellow  by  the  neck,  and  because  there 
are  no  prisons  to  put  him  into  when  they  have  done 
so,  yet,  let  me  tell  you,  that  such  a  lamblike  forbear^ 
ance  as  that  of  mv  poor,  dear,  deceased  landlord, 
Thimblethwaite,  is  truly  uncommon  within  the  Lon- 
don bills  of  mortality,  i  could  tell  you  of  such  things 
that  have  happened  even  to  myself  as  well  as  others, 
with  these  cursed  London  tradesmen,  as  would  make 
your  hair  stand  on  end.— But  what  the  devil  has  put  old 
Magnus  into  such  note  1  he  shouts  as  if  he  were  try- 
ing nis  voice  against  a  north-west  gale  of  wind." 

Loud  indeed  waa  the  roar  -of  the  old  Udaller,  a% 
worn  out  of  patience  by  the  schemes  of  improvement 
which  the  factor  was  now  undauntedly  pressing  upon 
his  consideration,  he  answered  him,  (to  use  an  Os- 
aianic  phrase,)  like  a  wave  iqx>n  a  rock. 

"  Trees,  Si)r  Factoi^talk  not  to  me  of  trees !  I  care 
not  though  there  never  be  one  on  the  island,  tall 
enough  to  hang  a  coxcomb  udoil  We  will  have  do 
trees  out  those  that  rise  in  our  havens— the  good  tress 
that  have  yards  for  boughs,  and  standing-nggmg  for 
leaves." 

**  But  touching  the  draining  of  the  lake  of  Braebta- 
tar^  whereof  I  spoke  to  you.  Master  Magnus  TroiV 
said  the  persevering  agriculturist,  '*whilk  I  opina 
would  be  of  so  much  consequence,  there  are  two 
ways— down  the  Linklater  glen,  or  hy  the  Scalmes- 
ter  Dum.    Now,  having  taken  the  level  of  both" 

"There  is  a  third  way,  Master  Yellowley,"  an- 
swered the  landlord. 

*'  1  profess  I  can  see  none,"  repUed  Triptolemin, 
with  as  much  good  faith  as  a  joker  could  desne  m 
the  subject  of  his  wit,  "  in  respect  that  the  hill  called 
Braebaster  on  the  south,  and  ane  high  bank  on  the 
northf  of  whilk  I  cannot  carry  the  name  rightly  m  my 

^Donot  teU  us  of  hills  and  banks,  Master  YaUow- 
ley— there  is  a  third  way  of  draining  the  loch,  a^  it 
is  the  only  way  that  shall  be  tned  in  my  day.  You 
say  nly  I-iord  Chamberiain  and  I  are  the  jomt  propri- 
etors—so  be  it— let  each  of  us  start  an  equal  propor- 
tion of  brandy,  lime-juice,  and  sugar,  into  the  loch— « 
ship's  carw)  or  two  will  do  the  job— let  us  asaembla  aU 
the  jolly  udallera,  of  the  country,  and  m  twenty-foor 


^^I^ipunk^M  h'w  ^ 


convivial  tible,  ittd  iliept... 
lia  luunied  pOMeuion  oftbeea 


Benenl.  hum  of  the 

Mordiitinl  Henoim. 

"niienwbouiB  wu  1 1"  be  Mid,  wilh  a  lone  whicb 
BipTowed  to  hii  wearv  litcener  more  plainly  ihan 
words  could,  haw  much  of  his  de»ullory  tale  yet  re- 
raained  lo  be  laid.  "  O,  I  remembet^we  were;uai  at 
the  door  of  ihe  Wila'  Coflbehouee—it  wai  sei  up  by 


hcanr,  aomewbi 


iy_  dear   Haaler  E 


of  roar  meeiiDS  with  Divden. 

^  What,  with  _^orioiu   John  ' 
WM  1 1   At  iba  V\vi  CoHeehoui 


„_  .  .    _,  ...-j"  CofteehoiMB— Well,  m  at  the 

door  we  got — the  waitera,  and  ao  forth,  aianns  Kl 
ma;  for  aa  to  "niimblelbwaite,  honeai  fellow,  hia 
waa  a  well-known  face.— I  can  tell  you  a  atary  about 


which  deprecated  further  digreeaion. 


-Well,  I 


ws  aiood  close  ^  rba  bar.  where  one  . 
ing  of  coflee,  and  another  putting  up  tobacco  into 
penny  parcels— a  pipe  and  a  diah  coal  juai  a  penny— 
ihM  and  there  it  wea  thai  I  badtheflrat  peep  of  him. 
OneDennu)  aal  neat  him,  wbo" 

"  Nny,  but  John  Drydeti^whal  like  waa  be  T'  de- 
manitad  UortlBunt. 

"Like  a  lillle  falold  man,  with  hiaown  nay  hair, 
and  in  a  foll-lrimmsd  black  auit.  that  sal  cloae  aa  ■ 
bIotc  Honeat  Thimblethwaiie  let  no  ano  but  him- 
self shape  for  glonoua  Joha,  and  he  bad  a  alaahing 
hand  al  a  sleeve,  I  promise  you— But  there  is  no  set- 
ling  a  mouthful  of  common  sense  spoken  here— d— n 
thai  Scotchman,  he  and  old  Haenua  ate  atii  apain!" 

It  waa  very  tniei  and  althougn  theintemiptionrljd 

likened,  it  wae  a  cIoH  and  clamorous  diapule.  mein- 
laioed  by  queaiien,  anawer,  retort,  and  repartee,  as 
closely  huddled  upon  each  other  aa  the  sounds  which 
announce  from  a  distaoce  acLoaeandsuatained  fire  of 

"Hear  reaaon.  sir?"  said  ihe  Udalleri  "we  will 


rial:  "  whsion  eailh  can  yoii  or  any  other  man  ss] 
in  dsfence  of  that  Ibing  you  call  a  ploueh.  in  ihli 
blinded  country  1    Why,  even  ihe  aavawliighland 


IS  and  Suibeiland,  a 


I  bcw  your  al 
—-  ....11  WDaldyetD...v- 
"Ii  hath  but  ODs  handle  of  stilt,"  i 


aible  for  Neil  of  Lupneaa,  that  loal  one  aim  by  hiabll 
Irom  the  ens  of  Nekbreckan,  to  manan  a  plousfa 
wilh  two  haSlear' 
"Thehameas  ia  of  raw  seal-akin,"  said  TriplolF' 

"II  will  save  dnased  leather,"  answered  Uacnua 
Trail. 

"It  Ib  drawn  by  four  wretched  bullocks"  said  ihe 
agiiculturiat,  "that  are  yoked  breaal-faahion  -,  aiul 

and  rnmnlriH  the  ruTTOws  with  a  couple  of  shovels. 
Haaler  Velio wley."^Bii id  the  Udal- 


leri " 


»hi«h-i 


»upls  of  ahovdto. 
.v>' 11111,1  thaUdal- 

)intedloletOi»» 
D  gcnde  and  wdl- 


~ nent,  hed  baeun  to  take  a 

ire  in  keepinf;  the  old  BenUeman  ID  hia 
ni^  herd  in  a  reetiff  ebeep,  when  tber 


b^ire  the  other ;  oi: 

make  BtranBera'mlcome  to  Iheir  share  of  it.  ^Hen^a 
ta  you.  Haaler  Vellawley." 
Thia  waaaaidin  a  tone  meant  to  bedeciBveof  ilu 

Sjesbon:  and.accardmiriy.Ualcn)  whiaperedto  Hor- 
aunl,  "That  has  aeltted  Ihe  mailer,  iirid  now  we  wiU 
get  an  with  Klorions  John. —Theie  be  aat  in  hia  suit  of 

mine  taonest  landlord  aAerwaida  lold  me, — arid  audi 
an  eye  in  hia  head  I— none  of  j-our  burning,  bitt- 
ing, falcon  eyea,  which  we  poeis  are  apt  to  make 
a  rout  about,- but  a  soft  full,  thoughtful,  yet  pene- 
trating glance— never  aaw  Ibo  like  of  it  in  ror  life, 
onleaa  it  ivere  httle  Stephen  Kleancogg'a.  the  fiddler. 

"Nay,  but  John  Dryden?"  aaid  Uordannt.  who. 

He  rctmned , 

his  iMual  phraae  of  "  Ay,  tru»-«lorious  John— Wdl, 
air,  he  cast  his  eye,  aiicb  as  T  have  descnbed  it,  on 
mine  landlord,  end  'Honest  "nm,'  said  he,  'what 
hast  thou  got  here1'  and  ell  the  wits,  and  lards,  and 
gentlemen,  that  used  to  mwd  round  him,  like  the 
wenches  round  a  pedlar  at  a  fair,  th^  made  wvt  for 
us.  and  up  we  came  to  the  lireaid^  where  he  had  hia 
own  catabhabed  chair,— I  have  heard  It  wai  carried 
lo  the  balcony  in  Bummer,  but  It  was  by  the  firesKls 
when  I  saw  ii,— ao  up  came  Tim  Thimbleihwaiti 
through  the  midsi  of  ihem,  ae  bold  as  a  1km,  aiHl  1 
followed  with  a  amall  parcel  under  my  arm,  which  1 
had  taken  up  partly  lo  oblige  my  landlord,  as  lbs 
shop  porter  waa  not  in  tbe  way,  and  partly  that  1 
might  be  thought  to  have  somelhing  to  do  there,  for 
you  are  lo  thiDK  there  was  no  admittaneeat  ihenliif 
for  alranBera  who  had  na  business  diere.— I  ham 
heard  that  SirCharleaSe<Ueyaaid  a  good  thiogaboM 

"Nay,  but  yau  tbrgel  glorioua  John,"  said  Bfcr- 

"Ay,  Rloiioua  you  maywellcall  him.    Tbey  talk 
of  thar  Btackmore,  and  Shadwell,  and  such  liF- 
noi  fit  to  tie  the  latchets  of  John's  aboo— 'V 

heaaid  to  my  landlord,  'what  have  you  got  ifai 

..J  k.   >.„„.;_.  I 1 L-n  hew^id  m 


>t  there  1' 


n  duke,  said  he  had  mad 
him  the  stuff  which  Lad; 
hpr  nightgown. 
Tim,      '     ' 


who  baa  got  it  lucked  under  hia  wingT — 'Ha 
Orkney  room,  iritpleoaeynu,  Mr.  Dryden,'  said 
who  bad  wit  at  will, '  and  he  haih  brought  nn 
...  «f  ,...«..,.  r«-  w»..J  k...^.....-  ....  i„„i.  _.  T^tT^i- 


he  did  not  Bpc«k  in  a  way  to  dash  one  neilha^ 
and  then  he  looked  at  the  teraea,  and  be  waapteaSBl 
lo  say,  in  a  very  enoouraging  way  indeed,  with  a  aort 
of  good-humoured  amile  on  his  faca  and  certainly  far 
a  fat  elderly  gentleman,- for  I  would  not  compsrr  ii 
to  Minna's  amile,  or  Bienda^— he  had  ihepLesaa 


-■Why,  TTm,'heBi 


,  '^ihia  K 


iflKixin  will  pnire  ■KW>DnnyaiiThuid>.'  Wilhtfaai 
le  inuled  ■  little,  and  itm  all  liughed,  and  Done 
oixter  Ihaa  thoas  wbo  atood  loo  far  off  lo  bear  the 
Ml  I  for  eTerr  one  knew  whan  ha  imiled  there  was 
omethiriB  worlh  laughina  al,  end  h  look  il  nion 
TU91  i  Bna  tbe  word  pBaaedmrough  among  thflToung 
r^mpteni,  and  ibe  wits,  end  the  imarts,  and  there 

ind  one  French  fellow  wsa  trying  10  ieII  them  it  wag 
inlvHanBteur  Tim  Thimble ihwtile;    but  ha  miiilp 
uch  work  wiih  bia  Dumbtsuite  and  Timliletaie, 
ihooghi  hia  eipJanalion  would  hare  iBBled" — 

"  Aa  long  aa  your  own  Biory,"  (houchi  Mordi , 

ml  thn  nsrrativa  WBB  at  laagth  flnallf  cut  ihort,  by 
id  decided  voice  of  the  Udaller. 
ar  no  more  on  it,  Mr.  Factor  I"  be  ei- 


THE  PIRATE. 


iaimed. 

"Al  leael  let  me  my  i 

oreea,"  aaid  Yellowfey.  in  roll 
fToice.  "Tour  hones,  my  di 
1  nie,  and  tigers  in  devilry  '." 

"  For  thsir  aiza,"  said  MegnUL,     ..._, 

}i  us  to  set  off  snd  on  Ihem— (aa  Triplolemus  eioe- 
ieocsd  ibis  mominih  ihoughl  Hordaunl  lo  bimaelf] 
ad,  as  for  ihor  devilrif,  let ■  ■'■ —  ■'-■ 


a  cry- mere  f 

re  (he  eaaie 


A  Iwings  cfseir'conviciion,  on  the  part  of  Ibe  asii- 
ulturisl,  prevented  him  from  reply.  He  darled  a 
tprecaloty  glance  at  Mordaunt,  aa  if  Tor  the  purpose 
f  imploriiu  aecrecy  respecting  hia  tumble : 
'daller,  who  saw  hia  advania^  although 


^v  the  blood  of  Saint  Magnua  the  Manyr,"  he 
■i(L  ''but  you  are  a  fine  fellow,  Maeier  Factor  Yel- 
iwley !  You  come  lo  us  from  s  strange  land,  uoder- 
umding  neither  out  laws,  nor  our  manners,  nor  our 
inguage,  and  you  propose  <o  become  governor  of  the 
ountry,  and  inat  weahould  all  be  your  elareal" 

"Mjr  pupils,  worthy  sir,  my  pupila!"  said  Yel- 
>wley,    and  that  only  for  your  own  proper  advan- 

"w.  ._  >~,  „ij  1.  „^  >n  school,"  aaid  the  Zet- 

-we  will  cat  what  God 


inder.  "J  lell  you  once  n 
iir  erain  aa  our  fathers  d 
mda  us,  with  our  doors  o? 


IB  bleSBSd  Bapliel'a  holydsy  was  made  fur  light 
fans  and  quick  heehi.  He  lliat  tweaks  a  word  more 
(reason,  aa  you  call  ii,  or  any  thing  that  looka  like 
.  shall  swallow  a  pint  of  eca-water^e  ihall,  by  this 
and  I— and  bo  till  up  the  good  ship,  the  JoUy  Manner 
rCanton,  once  mora  for  the  benefit  of  thoau  that 
'ill  stick  by  her :  and  lei  the  rest  have  a  fling  with 
K  fiddlers,  who  have  been  summoning  us  ihie  hour- 
will  warrant  eveiy  wench  is  on  tiptoe  by  this  time. 
ome,  Mr.  Yellowley,  no  unkindneas,  man— why, 
lan,  ihoB  fedesi  the  roilins;  of  ihe  Jolly  Mariner 
ill"— (for,  m  truth,  honest  Triplolemua  showed  n 


totedil 


'iihyt 


a,  ba,lia  1' 


leeGnd  thy 

bonny  bellea.    Come 
iple  thee  fast,  leal  ihon 


raved  a  hundred  galea,  b 
tocenl  prize.  The  greai 
'wed  Iheir  leader  with  to 


jubilee,  allbouga  I 

, —  topers,  who,  tAag  the  oj 

by  the  Udaller.  remained  behind  to  re 
fresh  cargo,  a      >--     - 


nihem  by 

le  Jolly  Ma..uvi  u~  ,.  .,,^.  ^„.e"i •, ' 

'sdfte  lo  the  health  of  ihcir  absent  laiidlotd,  nuu  lu 
lepioverityof  his  roof-trae,  with  whatsoever  other 
iihes  of  kmdnesa  could  be  devised,  bb  an  apology 
•T  aootber  pint-bumper  of  noble  punch. 
Thereat  soon  throtiged  the  dsncinB-mom,  an  apart- 
wntwhichparlookofihesimphcilyof  lbs  time  and 
iSs  eounliy.  Drswing-rootiu  and  saloonr  — — 
'^D  unknown  in  Scotlaird, 


■  tong.  low,  anomaloui  ston-ioam,  KUnamnas  nmi 
for  the  dspodtalioa  of  nurcfaandiK  somatiinss  IBr 
pultimt  aaide  Inmbsr,  sad  ■  tbounnd  other  purpose^ 
was  well  known  to  all  the  youth  ofDuorownsMi  and 
of  manjr  a  district  besidea^  as  the  scene  of  tbs  msiij 
dance,  which  was  suatained  with  so  much  gleswbsQ 
Maenua  Troil  gave  his  frequent  feaats. 

The  firai  anieareni:e  of  ihia  ball-room  might  ha*a 
ehockal  a  fashionable  psriy  ssaembled  for  lbs  quad- 
rille or  the  wain.  Ijiw  as  we  have  aiBied  ihs  apart- 
ment to  be,  it  was  but  imperfectly  illitminatad  by 
lamps,  candle^  Bhip-lantems,  and  a  variety  of  other 
eanddabra,  which  served  to  throw  a  dusky  light 
upon  the  floor,  and  upon  the  heaps  of  mercbaniiis* 
aiid  misoellaneous  articles  which  were  pJed  aroondt 
some  of  them  stores  tor  the  winteri  some,  goods  des- 
tined for  exportation ;  some,  the  tribute  of  Nepltma, 
paid  at  the  expense  of  shipwrecked  vessels,  whose 
owners  were  luknown :  some,  articles  of  barter  r»- 
ceired  by  the  proprietor,  wbo,  like  most  olhera  at  the 


rles,  the  produce  of  hia  estate.  All  these,  with  Ihn 
:bests,  boxes,  casks,  &c.,  which  conlained  them, 
._ji.._   , -J.    --'    -Jed  one  above  iheoiher, 


a 

,    .-  ., ,    —  _ccupied  the  most  splendid 

saloon  in  the  parish  of  Sl  James's,  eiecuiad  their 
national  dances  with  «)ual  grace  and  activity. 

The  group  of  old  men  who  looked  on,  bore  no  in- 
considerablB  resemblance  to  a  parly  of  aged  tritons. 
engaged  in  beholding  the  roorteof  the  sea-nymphs; 
so  bard  a  look  had  most  of  them  acqutreid  by  contend- 
ing with  the  elements,  and  so  much  did  tne  ahagn 
hair  and  betrds,  which  many  of  them  cultivsM 
after  the  andent  Notwqitian  fashion,  give  their  heads 
the  character  of  these  supposed  natives  of  the  deep. 
The  young  people,  on  Ihe  olhei  hand,  were  uncom- 
monlf  handsome,  tail,  well-made,  end  ehapelyi  lbs 
men  with  long  fair  hair,  and,  until  broken  by  the 
weather,  a  fresh  ruddy  complexion,  which,  in  the 
femalea,  was Bonened  into  abloom  of  mSnite delicacy. 
Their  natural  good  ear  for  music  qualified  them  to 
second  to  Ihe  utmoet  the  Bierltons  of  a  baud,  whose 
strains  were  by  no  meana  contemiilible ;  while  the 

aea-chesta,  which  served  for  chaini,  criticised  the  dan- 
cers, Bs  they  compared  their  execution  with  tbsiTOWii 
exerdons  in  former  days  j  or  warmed  by  the  cup  and 
flagon,  which  continued  lo  circulate  among  them, 
mopped  their  fingers,  and  beat  time  with  then  feel  lo 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Tbl  Touth.sasw  ibe  moralisi  Johnwn.  cere*  nol  lor 
the  boy's  tobbyhoree,  not  lb*  nun  for  the  touID* 
miitren ;  and  inereTore  ihe  diBCreu  of  Mordkunt  H«T- 
[oan,  when  eielud*d  from  the  meny  dmce,  ■n4y  Hnm 
trifluift  to  muiy  of  my  re*dm,  irbo  would,  nerer- 
didm  think  thar  did  well  to  be  angry  if  dnond 
ftrai  tteir  OHiil  plice  in  ad  uaembly  of  a  diflerent 
kind.  TlMn  lacked  not  ■mueement.  bowaver,  lor 
tboM  whom  the  diooe  did  not  rail,  or  who  were  doI 
bappyeitaughloSndperlDeniolbeirhkinf.  Halcro, 
now  com^eldy  in.hi*  elamenr,  had  aaaenibled  round 
Bun  an  audience,  lo  whom  he  wi  '  '  "  -- -^ia 
poelry  with  all  the  eDlhumaam  of  gl  a- 

aeli;  and  receiTinfi  in  return  the  ui  p- 

ptauH  allowed  to  miiulrelB  who  rn 

rtiymea— »o  lonf^at  lean  asthoautti  r- 

ins  of  Ihe  ciiticum.    Halcro's  pot  ed 

bave  inteiHted  the  aaliqnaTy  bb  w  er 

ta  tbs  Huaea,  for  aeTeral  of  hia  pie  a- 

tionB  or  imitatione  frnm  the  Seal  ^ 

continued  to  be  sung  by  Ihe  fiabermi  it 

Aven  until  a  very  lale  period  i  inac  ja 

Gray'i  poema  fiml  found  thdr  way  Id 

people  recogniBed  at  once,  tn  iheo —  _  — ,  ^  --»i 
Biacen."  the  Runic  ihymeawhich  had  luouaed  or  ler- 
rifled  iheJT  infancy  under  Ihe  title  of  the  "  Hafiiciana," 
and  which  the  flabers  of  North  Roneldahaw,  and 
other  remote  ialee,  used  alill  to  >ing  when  aaked  for  > 
Noraodiliy.' 

Hair  liaieninR,  half  loot  in  hia  own  ivflectiona.  Hor- 
daunt  Menoun  stood  near  the  door  of  the  apartment 
and  in  the  outer  hng  of  the  tittle  circle  formed  around 
old  HalcTO.  while  the  bard  chanted  to  a  low,  wild. 

_ noiia  air^  varied   only  by  tbe  efTorts  of  the 

B  BTe  interest  and  emphasiB  10  particular 
a,  thefollowinE  imitation  of  a  Northern  war- 


■IW  ■  Ct»l  ID  Bl 

Alt  (io«  tiM  7n<i 


TkM  «  acalMTd,  MW  or  lidw, 
tl  ■ball  tewe  Msn  IM  HirlM. 
FBnnnl  with  nu  ■I^ktaI  brickt, 

ChiHBTdp  IVMtfben.'-ORHBrtf.  bonena 

'  FbIbI  cIiiwvi  or  UiB  OBuinar, 
O'lr  rm  brnft  Odig-i  diu^nt. 

Ot  old  VaUMllB'a  naflai  hBll. 
Gba>(B  and  liht,  ud  dla  llln  Rihmb 


'"lliecieKrB CellowB  they,  ne^l^boiir  TelloiBlay,'' 
answered  Ibe  poet,  "iflbejmadeale  witbaMbariey." 

"  Bailey  I— vlack-a-dayf'  itfriiad  Ihe  more  acemate 
^rieulnuial,  "whoevar  beard  of  barley  in  ibuspailsl 
^T,  my  dearest  friend,  beu  is  all  tbey  haie,  and 
wonderment  il  ia  lo  me  that  (hey  orer  ace  an  awn  of 
11.  Ye  scan  the  lajai  with  a  bit  thmg  ye  ca"  ■  plu^ 
—ye  miEhl  aa  woel  give  il  a  ritt  with  the  teeth  of  a 
raddlngniaiiM.  O,  lo  aee  Ihe  sock,  and  the  bed;  and 
the  Bole-dout  of  a  le*!  aleady  Scottish  pleugh,  with  « 
cbield  like  a  Sampsoi  bnween  ibe  sulia,  laymg  a 
weight  on  iham  would  keep  down  a  mounlam  i  twa 
ataMy  owaen,  and  as  many  broad-breasted  bwsa  in 
Ihe  iracea,  grang  through  abil  and  tilL  and  leanni  i 
fur  in  theEioiuia  woukfcanyoa  water  like  ■  eanaeyed 
ayret  I  'They  that  have  seen  a  Mghl  like  ihal,  haoe 
seen  something  to  crack  about  in  another  son,  ifau 
those  unbapny  auld-warld  stones  of  war  and  Blsudt- 
ler,  of  which  the  land  has  seen  even  but  loo  micik 
Ibr  b'  yoursinitinRandsaoithingBwain  praise  of  such 
bloodlhinty  doings.  Maetei  Clsod  Halcro." 

"  It  ie  a  heresy,  Esid  the  animated  Utile  port 
biidlinn  and  drawing  hinuelf  up,  aa  if  iho  whole  de- 
fence of  the  Orcadian  Arcnrpdago  reeled  on  hisau)^ 
arm— "It  is  a  heresy  *a  much  as  to  name  oiw'a  natiR 
country  if  a  man  ia  not  prepared  when  and  bow  la 
defend;  hi  mBctf-ay,  and  to  annoy  Bnotber.  The  lime 
baa  been,  thai  if>we  made  not  good  ale  and  aqaaviic. 
we  knew  well  enough  whwe  lo  find  that  i  '  ' 
ready  made  lo  our  hand;  but  now  the  de  ..._ 
of  See-kings,  and  Champion  a,  and  Berscikar*,  annE- 
come  ae  incBpahle  of  using  their  swords,  bb  if  ibiy 
were  eo  many  women.  Ye  may  praise  them  Idr  a 
sirongpull  on  an  oar,  or  a  nire  foot  on  a  ekenr;  bsi 
what  else  could  glorious  John  hunaalf  any  of  le.  dt 
good  Hialilandera,  that  auy  man  wonid  lisleo  uT 

"Spoken  like  an  angel,  dhmi  noble  poei."  aaid 
Cleraland,  whoydunnttan  inlerval  of  ihe  ilance,  need 
near  the  party  m  which  thia  conyemtion  waabeM. 
"Tha  old  champions  you  talked  to  ue  about  yeaui- 
night,  were  Iho  men  lo  make  a  harp  ring— gallant  td- 
loWB,  that  were  friends  lo  the  sea,  and  enemiea  lo  bD 
Ihat  Bailed  on  iL  Their  ehipa  I  suppoie,  wcreckiiiBr 
enough  r  bul  if  it  is  true  that  ihey  went  upon  tbe  ac- 
count ae  far  aa  the  Levant,  I  scsrce  beliero  itaat  ela 
better  fellows  unloosed  a  topaaii." 

"M,"  rniUed  Halcro,  "  there  yon  tpcke  ihnnri^ 
In  ihoee  days  none  coiild  call  Ibair  Idis  artd  means  o< 
living  their  own,  unteaa  they  dwell  twenty  milca  ooi 
of  sigh  t  of  the  blue  Bea.  Why,  Ihey  bsd  pt^lic  prsivn 
put  up  in  erery  church  in  Eiin^n  for  deliverance 
from  the  ire  of  ilie  Northmen.  In  France  and  Ena- 
land,  ay,  and  in  Scotland  too,  for  as  bigh  as  diey  hoU 
Ibeii  head  tiow-a-dnys,  there  wsa  not  a  bay  or  a  ha- 
ven, butil  WBB  freer  lo  our  forefalbers  than  lo  Ibe  poa 
devils  of  nalivea;  and  now  we  cannot,  forsooth,  so 
much  as  grow  oui  own  barley  without  Scottisli  balp'' 
—<herB  he  darted  a  earcaalic  glance  at  iho  factinf- 
"t  would  I  saw  the  time  we  were  to  measure  ani» 
with  them  sgaia!" 

"Spoken  like  a  hero  once  more,"  said  Clmlaod. 

"Ahl"  continued  the  Eillle  bani,  "I  woola  U  wem 
poaaible  to  aee  our  barka.  once  the  waier-draRDne  of 

the  world,  ewimmiogwiib  the  ■-' — ■■ ■ — ' 

wating  at  the  lopmBst,  snd  i 

wiih  armainalead  of  being  be.,. 

ing  wilh  our  fearless  banda  what  the  aiBanl 


,  and  their  decka  ^miDCTint 
Bil>>  slock^ 

eniea-^paying  back  all  old  scom  and  n; 

—reding  where  we  pevei  sowed,  and  feUuE 

we  never  planted— lit ing  and  laughing  tliniiii^ 


^..le  Claud  Halcro,  in  no  sarions,  or  at  lean 
ceneinly  in  no  sober  mood,  bis  brain  (tuverlkB 
—'■'-'  — '■^Tiing  under  the  influence  of  fiftf 


well-remembend  sagaa,  beadea  five  bumpFre  of  »■ 
qiuebaugh  and  bnndy;  and  Cleveland,  betweaa  jM 
and  eVnesL  clapped  him  on  the  abonlder,  >Dd  agtaa 


Mateij,  "apok 
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THE  PIRATE. 


n 


vfaofle  attention  had  been  also  attracted  bf  the  vehe- 
neaoe  of  the  little  bard—*'  where  would  you  cruise 
ipoo,  or  against  whom?— we  are  all  subjects  of  one 
ealm,  I  trow,  and  I  would  have  you  to  remember, 
hat  your  Toyage  may  brin^  up  at  Executionnlock.— 
like  not  the  Scots— no  offence,  Mr.  Yellowley— that 
3, 1  would  like  them  well  enough  if  they  would  stav 
[uiet  in  their  own  land,  and  leave  us  at  peace  with 
lur  own  people,  and  manners,  and  fiuhioos ;  and  if 
hey  would  hut  abide  there  till  I  went  to  harry  them 
ike  a  mad  old  Berserker,  I  would  leave  them  in  peace 
ill  the  day  of  judgment.  With  what  the  sea  sends  us, 
nJd  the  land  lends  us,  as  the  proverb  says,  and  a  set 
f  honest  neighbourly  folks  to  help  us  to  consume  it, 

0  help  me.  Saint  Magnus,  as  I  think,  we  are  even  but 
w  happy! * 

"I  know  what  war  is,*'  said  an  old  man,  "and  I 
rouid  as  soon  sail  through  Sumburgh^roost  in  a 
ockle-shelL  or  in  a  worse  loom,  as  I  would  venture 
lere  again. 

**  And,  pray,  what  wars  knew  your  valour  Y*  said 
[alcro,  who,  though  forbearing  to  contradict  his 
lodlord  from  a  sense  of  respect,  was  nut  a  whit 
iclined  to  abandon  his  argument  to  any  meaner 
uthority. 

*'I  was  pressed,"  answered  the  old  Triton,  **to 
nre  under  Montrose,  when  he  came  here  about  the 
izteen  hundred  and  fiAy-one,  and  carried  a  sort  of  us 
(f,  will  ve  nill  ye,  to  get  our  throats  cut  in  the  wilds 
f  Strath navem*— I  shall  never  forget  it— we  had 
een  hard  put  to  it  for  victuals— what  would  I  have 
iven  for  a  luncheon  of  Burgh- Westra  beef— ay,  or  a 
less  of  sour  sillocks  7— when  our  Highlandmen 
rought  in  a  dainty  drove  of  kyloes.  much  ceremony 
iere  was  not,  fOT  we  shot  and  felled,  and  flayed,  and 
>asted,  and  broiled,  as  it  came  to  every,  man  a  hand  j 
SLjust  as  our  bearos  were  at  the  greasiest,  we  heard 
-Uod  preserve  us— a  tramp  of  horse,  then  twa  or 
iree  drapping  shots,— then  came  a  full  salvo,— and 
len,  when  the  officers  were  crying  on  us  to  stand, 
ad  maist  of  us  looking  which  way  we  might  run 
way,  down  (hey  broke,  horse  and  foot,  vriih  old  John 
^rry,  or  Hurry.t  or  whatever  they  called  him— he 
umed  us  that  day,  and  worried  us  to  boot— and  we 
e;^n  to  fall  as  thick  as  the  stots  that  we  were  felling 
ve  minutes  before." 

"  And  Montrose,"  said  the  soft  voice  of  the  grace- 
d  Minna:  "what  became  of  Montrose,  or  how 
»kedher 

"Like  a  lion  with  thehunters  before  him/*  answered 
leold  gentleman:  "but  I  looked  not  twice  his  way, 
W"  my  own  lay  right  over  the  hill." 

"And  so  you  left  him?"  said  Miima,  in  a  tone  of 
le  deepest  contempt 

"It  was  no  fault  of  mine^  Mistress  Minna,"  an- 
irered  the  old  man,  somewhat  out  of  countenance ; 
but  I  was  there  with  no  choice  of  my  own :  and, 
nides,  what  good  could  I  have  done?— all  the 
tst  were  running  like  sheep,  and  why  should  I  have 
taid  ?"  .       . 

"  You  might  have  died  with  him,"  said  Mmna. 

"  And  lived  with  him  to  all  eternity,  in  immortal 
erse !"  added  Claud  Halcro. 

"I  thank  you,  Mistress  Minna,"  replied  the  plam- 
eaUng  Zetlander ;  "and I  thank  you,  my  old  friend 
'laud ;— but  I  would  rather  drink  both  your  healths 

1  this  good  bicker  of  ale,  like  a  living  man  as  I  am, 
lan  that  you  should  be  making  songs  in  my  honour, 
)r  having  died  fortv  or  fifty  yean  agone.  But  what 
ignified  it,— run  or  fight,  'twas  all  one ;— they  took 
lontrose,  poor  fellow,  for  all  his  doughty  deeds,  and 

*  Moatrow.  in  hi*  ]a«t  and  ill-adviwd  attempt  to  invade  8cot- 
od.  aurmented  tiit  •mall  army  of  Danes  and  Scottiah  Royal- 
tii,  hf  MMm*  bands  of  raw  troope,  hattilj  levied,  or  rather 
reeMd  fntn  hie  serriee,  in  the  Orkney  and  Zetland  leiea,  who. 
BTinf  Ittde  heart  either  to  the  caoM  or  manner  of  lerriee,  be- 
tTed  but  indifrerentfar  wtien  their  cane  into  action.^  .  ^  , 
Miere.  as  afterwards  remarked  in  the  teit,  the  ZeUaoder's 
temorj  deoeivnd  him  crossly.  Sir  John  Urry,  a  brare  soldier 
r  fortum,  wa^  at  that  time  in  Montrose's  armi,  and  made 
risoner  alonff  with  him.  He  bad  ahanged  so  often  that  u« 
listake  is  pardonable.  After  the  aeUoo,  be  was  executed  by 
he  CoTcnanters :  and 

**  Wiodehanftnc  Warwick  then  eoald  ohaofa  no  mora.*' 

daehaa  eooamaoded  the  body  by  which  Mootroae  wMiooled. 
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they  took  me  that  did  no  doughty  deeds  at  all ;  and 
they  hanged  him,  poor  man,  and  as  for  me" 

"^  I  trust  in  Heaven  they  flogged  and  pickled  you," 
sakl  Cleveland,  worn  out  of  patience  with  the  doU 
narrative  of  the  peacefiil  2tetlander*s  polsronery  of 
which  he  seemed  so  wondrous  htxle  ashamed. 

"Flog  horses,  and  pickle  bee^"  said  Magnus; 
"Why,  you  have  not  the  vanity  to  think,  that,  with 
all  vour  quarterdeck  airs,  you  will  make  poor  old 
neighbour  Haa«en  ashamed  that  he  was  not  killed 
some  scores  of  yeare  since?  You  have  looked  on 
death  vourself,  my  doughty  young  friend,  but  it  was 
with  the  eyes  of  a  yoimg  man  who  wishes  to  be 
thought  of:  but  we  are  a  peaceful  people,— peaceful 
that  js,  as  long  as  any  one  shouki  be  peaceful,  and 
that  is  till  some  one  has  the  impudence  to  wrong  us,  - 
or  our  neighboure :  and  then,  perhaps,  they  may  not 
find  our  northern  blood  much  cooler  in  our  veins  than 
vrtti  that  of  the  old  Scandinavians  that  gave  us  our 
names  and  lineage.— Get  ye  along,  get  ye  along  to  the 
sword-dance,*  that  the  strangere  that  are  amongst  uf 

*  The  Sword-Dance  is  celebrated  in  c^neral  terms  by  Olaos 
Mafnos.  Ho  seems  to  have  canoidered  it  as  peculiar  to  the 
Norwerisns,  from  whom  it  may  have  passed  to  the  Orkneymeo 
and  Zetlanders,  with  other  northern  customs. 

"  OV  TUBIR  Da1«CIN0  QT  AKJU. 

"  Moreover,  tlie  northern  Goths  and  Swed«sshad  another  sport 
to  exercise  youth  withall,  Utat  they  will  dsnee  and  skip  amonjat 
naked  swords  and  danrerouii  weapons :  And  this  they  do  after 
the  manner  of  masters  ordefonce.  as  they  are  taught  from  their 
youth  by  skilful  teacliers,  that  dance  before  Uiem,  and  sinjr  to  iL 
And  this  play  is  showed  esiiecially  about  Shrovetide,  called  in 
Italian  iueckararvm.  For.  before  carnivals,  all  the  youth  dance 
for  eifht  days  tofether,  lioldinf  their  swords  up,  but  within  Uia 
scabbards,  for  three  times  tuminir  atKHit ;  and  then  they  do  it 
with  tlieir  naked  swords  lifted  up.  After  thii>,  turning  more 
moderately,  takioff  the  points  and  pummels  one  of  the  other, 
they  chance  ranks,  end  place  themselves  in  a  triaconal  figure, 
end  this  they  call  J^aMSi;  and  presenUy  they  diiwolve  it  by 
drawing  back  Uieir  swords  and  lifting  tliero  up,  that  upon  every 
one's  head  there  may  be  made  a  square  Rosa,  and  then  by  a 
most  nimbly  whiskinr  Uieir  swords  about  collsterallv,  they 
quickly  leap  back,  and  end  the  snort,  which  they  guide  with 
pipes  or  soors,  or  boUi  together  ;  first  by  a  more  heavy,  then  by 
a  more  vehement,  and  nutly.  hf  a  most  vehement  dancinff. 
But  this  speculation  is  scarce  to  l>e  understood  but  by  those 
who  look  on,  how  comely  and  decent  it  i«,  when  at  one  word, 
or  one  commanding,  the  whole  armed  multitude  i^  directed  to 
fall  to  fight,  and  elerfymen  may  exercise  them-«elvea.  and  mins la 
thenuMlves  amongst  others  at  litis  sport,  because  it  is  all  fuidad 
by  most  wise  rrason." 

To  the  Piimate's  account  of  the  sword  dance,  I  nm  able  to 
add  the  words  sung  or  ehanted,  on  occasion  of  this  d.inee,  as 
it  is  still  performed  in  Pspa  Siour,  a  remote  island  of  Zetland, 
where  alone  Uie  custom  keeps  its  ground.  It  is.  it  will  be  olh 
served  br  antiquaries,  a  species  of  plav  or  mystery,  in  which  the 
Seven  Champions  of  Christendom  msko  Uieir  appearance,  as  in 
Uie  interlude  presented  in  "  All's  Well  that  End's  Well."  This 
dramatic  curiosity  was  most  kindly  procured  for  my  use  by  Dr. 
Scott  of  Hazier  Hospital,  son  of  my  friend  Mr.  Scott  of  Mewbie, 
Zetland.  Mr.  Hibbert  has,  in  his  Description  of  the  SSetland 
Islands,  given  an  account  of  the  sword-dance,  but  somewtiat 
less  full  than  tbe  following  s 

"WOBOS   VSSD    AS    A   PRSLtTDB    TO  TRB    SWOKDDaNCB,    A 

Danish  or  Norwsoun  Baluit,  composbd  somb  can* 

TURIBS  AGO,  AND  PRS8SRVBD  IN  PaPA  BtOITB,  ZbTLAMD. 

PaaaoNJB  Draiutib.* 
(Enter  Outer.  i»  the  character  tfSL  (korgi.) 
Brave  gentles  all  within  this  l>oor,t 
If  ye  delight  in  any  sport, 
Come  see  me  dance  upon  this  floor, 
Which  to  you  alt  shall  yield  comfort 
Then  shall  I  danoe  in  such  a  sort. 
As  possible  I  may  or  can ; 
You,  minstrel  man,  pisy  mea  Porte,! 
That  I  oo  itiis  floor  may  prove  a  man. 

(Be  l«Nm,  and  dances  H  a  Um.) 
Now  have  I  danced  with  heart  and  hand, 
Brave  gentles  all.  as  y«u  may  see, 
For  I  have  tteen  tried  in  many  a  land. 
As  yet  tlie  truth  can  testify ; 

In  England,  Seotland,  Ireland.  Franea,  Italy,  and  Spain 
Have  I  baeo  triad  with  that  good  sword  of  ateoL 

iDntwe  flftrf  Motrithft. } 
Tet,  I  deny  that  ever  a  man  didnuke  me  yield ; 
For  in  my  body  tliere  is  strength. 
As  by  my  manhood  may  tw  seen ; 
And  I,  with  that  good  sword  of  length, 

*  8o  placed  in  the  old  MS. 

t  B$or-m  spelt,  to  accord  with  tba  nOgar  proDmieiatkm  of 
the  word  homer. 

X  Porte  so  spelt.  In  the  original.  The  word  is  knowa  as  in* 
dicatioga  piece  of  mosieoo  ttie  bagpipe,  to  wWdi  aociaot  instra- 
ment,  which  is  of  Scandinavian  origin,  the  awordnlttBea  maf 
bavo  bean  orifiaaily  composed. 


•im-ehML  BUQ  whose  rusted  hue  beHpokn  how  kI- 
dom  ihey  tefl  the  gheaih.  Bimeo!  the  same  aumb«r  o( 
young  Zeilandere,  wiih  whom  mingled  sii  maideiiB, 
IbI  by  Mmna  TtoJ ;   and   ibo  mmalrelty  malantly 

t  of  whkh  are  per- 

iB  graceful  and  majniic.  the 


rapid,— ihey  cla»lied  iheir  B*orde  logeiher,  id  mea- 
nired  [line,  wi[h  a  apirit  which  gnve  the  exerciw  a 
dingeroue  appearance  in  the  eye  of  ihe  epecrslor. 


II  nil!  praclisedin  ihose  re 


of  iheeihibiiiai] 

U,  aafely.     ' 

HaviaRi 

in  mililiwn. 

iliaiap 

^to] 

"l!l'."Bn«n"" 

UiHiide 

i  HWW  lfl"'llO<l 

.bnv* 

liulnl.daDot 

SfiS' 

S^'^Ao'ili 

IM 

"^^ 

■ineula 
ibiled  b| 


And  ibalia  tlnir  ■irsrdi  or  tud  •■>  tmihi. 
Au4  ibgw  iMr  main  itrcHlh  w  Uiii  Rim. 


orialr,  bniv  ABihoiv  the  tood, 

xl.bnveiiidnil, 


fl.  OtorceofEnffl 
rbsMlbcJan 


paiinera,  reaembW  ibo  band  of  Amaiona  when  itiey 
firai  joined  in  liie  Pyrrhic  dance  wirb  ihe  foliowwa  of 
TheseuB.  Bui  by  far  Ihe  moat  strikins  and  Bjipro- 
pnaie  fignie  wbb  that  of  Minna  Troll,  whom  Haicn 
bad  Ions  since  entitled  Ihe  Quren  of  SwoidB,  aod 
who,  indeed,  moved  ainidil  the  ewoidsmen  wilh  an 

proper  acmmpflJiimenls  of  her  person,  and  the  imple- 
metiisof  her  pleaBure.  And  when  the  maies  of  Ibe 
dance  becamemoreinlncBle,  when  ibo  close  and  am- 
Imuoiis  clash  of  the  wenpons  made  Bome  of  her  coni- 
id  show  aigns  of  fear,  her  cheek,  her 


tin,  and  hi 


eians 
e,  peemcd  rsifiar  lo  annonncts  Ihal,  al 
'hen  the  weaponB  flaBhed  fastCM,  and 
around  her,  she  was  most  coinpwtsly 


Anvr Uh ijx ars ttruuriit out  nt nnaTlli^ And  ihp fnaMas lkf« 
a  Fircl#,  and  toolil  iho  twoHi  pnlnt  and  knit    Tliia  cnk  i* 


IfFuna  as  to  fOrm  a  ihtold  of  tliefr  awaidf,  junl  uh  ihteld  i 
I  cwniiad  that  Uh  nularaiid  hli  knlfliu  dmnidtenBIdT  i 
I  rhiiFhMdHpoaUKirhadt,  11  ia  ilm  laid  down  unqa  ttw  4 
1  Each  kDi|1jilA)i1»ldof  tbelrroruer  tauIaaDfthilEamthi 
,  hud>  ICKMi,  which  ditcniuwk  tf  ll(Oin  din-cUj  cootrai 


i  ■oDeillsrlis^daBUTainiHorOBltlad  Iw 


In  B^>i^d. 
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THE  PHLATE. 


rhen  the  mane  had  ceued.  and  she  remained  for  an 
istant  upon  the  floor  bjr  herself,  as  the  rule  of  the 
anoe  required,  the  swordsmen  and  maidens,  who  de- 
arted  from  around  her,  seemed  the  guards  and  the 
"ain  of  some  princess,  who,  dismissed  by  her  sisnal, 
rere  leaving  her  for  a  time  to  solitude.  Her  own  look 
nd  attitude,  wrapped,  as  she  probably  was,  in  some 
iaioD  of  the  iroag[ination,  corresponded  admirably 
nth  the  ideal  digmtf  which  the  spectators  ascribed 
>  her ;  but,  almost  immediately  recollecting  herself^ 
he  blushed,  as  if  conscbus  she  had  been,  though  but 
>r  an  instant,  the  object  of  undivided  attention,  and 
ave  her  hand  gracefully  to  Cleveland,  who,  though 
e  had  not  joined  in  the  dance,  assumed  the  duty  of 
onducting  her  to  her  seat. 

As  they^  passed,  Mordaunt  Mertoun  might  observe 
iiat  Cleveland  whispered  into  Minna's  ear,  and  that 
er  brief  reply  was  accompanied  with  even  more  dis- 
omposure  of  countenance  than  she  had  manifested 
rhen  encotmterini;  the  gaie  of  the  whole  assembly. 
fondaunt's  suspicions  were  strongly  awakened  by 
rhat  he  observed,  for  he  knew  Aiinna's  character 
/ell,  and  with  what  equanimity  and  indifference  she 
ras  in  the  custom  of  receiving  the  usual  compli- 
lenta  and  gallantries  with  which  her  beauty  and  ner 
ituation  rendered  her  sufficiently  familiar. 

*'  Can  it  be  possible  she  really  loves  this  stranger?'' 
ras  th«;  unpleasant  thought  that  instantly  shot  across 
fordaunt's  mind ;— "  And  if  she  does,  what  is  my 
iterest  in  the  matter!"  was  the  second  ;  and  whicn 
ras  quickly  followed  by  the  reflection,  that  though 
le  claimed  no  interest  at  any  time  but  as  a  friend, 
nd  though  that  interest  was  now  withdrawn,  he  was 
till,  in  considerationof  their  former  intimacy,  endiled 
»oth  to  be  sorry  and  angr>r  at  her  for  throwing 
iway  her  atfections  on  one  he  judged  unworthy  of  her. 
n  mis  process  of  reasoning,  it  is  probable  that  a  little 
nortified  vanity,  or  some  inaescribable  shade  of  selfish 
^ret,  might  be  endeavouring  to  assume  the  disguise 
1  disinterested  generosity ;  out  there  is  so  much  of 
tase  alloy  in  our  very  best  (unassisted)  thoughts,  that 
t  is  melancholy  woiit  to  criticise  too  closely  the 
notives  of  our  most  worthy  actions;  at  least  we 
vould  recommend  to  every  one  to  let  those  of  his 
leighbours  pass  current^  however  narrowly  he  may 
xamtne  the  purity  of  his  own. 

The  sveord-dance  was  succeeded  by  various  other 
ipecimens  of  the  same  exercise,  and  by  songs,  to 
vhich  the  singers  lent  their  whole  soul,  while  the 
indience  were  sura,  as  occasion  offered,  to  unite  in 
lome  favourite  chonis.  It  is  upon  such  occasions  that 
nusic,  though  of  a  simple  and  even  rude  character, 
mds  Its  natural  empire  over  the  generous  bosom,  and 
woduces  that  strong  excitement  which  cannot  be 
tttained  by  the  most  learned  compositions  of  the  first 
oasters,  which  are  caviare  to  the  common  ear,  al- 
nou^h.  doubtless,  they  afford  a  delight  exquisite  in 
ts  kind,  to  those  whose  natural  capacity  and  educa- 
ion  have  enabled  them  to  comprehend  and  relish 
iiose  difficult  and  complicated  combinations  of  har- 
nony. 

It  was  about  midnight  when  a  knocking  at  the 
door  of  the  mansion,  with  the  sound  of  the  Chte  and 
the  Langapiel,  announced,  by  their  tinkling  chime, 
ihe  arrival  of  fresh  revellers,  to  whom,  according  to 
the  hospitable  custom  of  the  country,  the  apartments 
were  instantly  thrown  open. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 
-Mr  mind  mitffiret, 


Some  eontequenne,  r*t  hancinff  in  the  atan. 

Shall  bitterly  ho^xn  hia  feairlul  date 

WiUi  thit  nifht'a  nrtiiB.— Romeo  and  JuUet. 

Thk  new-comers  were,  according  to  the  frequent 
custom  of  such  frolickers  all  over  the  world*  dis- 
guised in  a  sort  of  masking  habits,  and  designed  to 
represent  the  Tritons  and  Mermaids,  with  whom  an- 
cient tradition  and  popular  belief  have  peopled  the 
northern  seas.  The  former,  called  by  Zedanders  of 
that  time,  Shoupeltins,  were  represented  by  young 
men  grotesquely  habited,  with  false  hair,  and  beards 
made  of  flax,  and  chaplets  composed  of  sea-ware  in- 
lerwoven  with  shells,  and  other  marine  productions, 


with  which  also  were  decorated  their  light-blus  or 
greenish  mantles  of  wadmaal  repeatedly  befors 
mendoned.  They  had  fish-spears,  and  other  em- 
blems of  their  assumed  ouality,  amongst  which  ths 
classical  taste  of  Claud  Halcro,  by  whom  the  ma^ 
was  arranged,  had  not  forgotten  the  conch-shells^ 
which  were  stoutly  and  hoarsely  winded,  from  tims 
to  time,  by  one  or  two  of  the  aouatic  deities,  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  all  who  stood  near  them. 

The  Nereids  and  Water-nymphs  who  attended  on 
this  occasion,  displayed,  as  usual,  a  Utde  more  taste 
and  ornament  than  was  to  be  seen  amongst  their 
male  attendants.  Fantastic  garments  of  green  silk, 
and  other  materials  of  superior  cost  and  fashion^  had 
been  contrived,  so  as  to  imitate  their  idea  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  waters,  and,  at  the  sam^  time,  to  show 
the  shape  and  features  of  the  fair  wearers  to  the  best 
advantage.  The  bracelets  and  shells,  which  adorned 
the  neck,  arms,  and  ankles  of  the  pretty  Mermaidens. 
were,  in  some  cases,  intermixed  with  real  pearls;  and 
the  appearance,  upon  the  whole,  was  sucn  as  might 
have  done  no  discredit  to  the  court  of  Amphitnte, 
especially  when  the  long  bright  locks,  blue  eyes,  fair 
complexions,  and  pleasing  features  of  the  maidens  of 
Thule;  were  taken  into  consideration.  We  do  not 
indeed  pretend  to  aver,  that  any  of  these  seeming 
Mermaus  had  so  accurately  imitated  the  real  siren, 
as  commentators  have  supposed  those  attendant  on 
Cleopatra  did,  who.  adopting  the  fish's  train  of  their 
original,  were  abla  nevertheless,  to  make  their 
"bends,"  or  "ends,'  (said  commentators  cannot  teU 
which,)  "adornings."*  Indeed,  had  they  not  left 
their  extremities  in  their  natural  state,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  the  Zetland  sirens  to  have  exe- 
cuted the  very  pretty  dance,  with  which  they  reward- 
ed the  company  for  the  ready  admission  which  had 
been  granted  to  them. 

It  was  soon  discovered  that  these  maskers  were 
no  strangers,  but  a  part  of  the  guests,  who,  stealing 
out  a  little  time  before,  had  thus  disguised  them- 
selves, in  order  to  give  variety  to  the  mirth  of  the 
evening.  The  muse  of  Claud  Halcro,  always  active 
on  such  occasions,  had  supplied  them  with  an  appro- 
priate song,  of  which  we  may  give  the  followmg  spe- 
cimen. ,  'The  song  was  alternate  betwixt  a  Neraidor 
Mermaid,  and  a  Merman  or  Triton-7the  males  and 
females  on  either  part  forming  a  semi-chorus,  which 
accompanied  and  bore  burden  to  the  principal  singer. 

I. 

MERMAID. 

Fathonu  deep  beneath  Uie  ware, 

Stringinr  bead*  ofglinteriar  pearl. 
Sinrinr  the  achievamenU  brave 

Or  onanjr  an  old  Norwertan  earl  j 
Dwelliof  where  the  tempeat's  ravtof 

Falls  a«  light  upon  our  ear, 
At  the  fiffh  of  lover,  oraviof 

Pitv  from  hia  lady  dear, 
Children  of  wild  Thule.  we, 
Prom  Uie  deep  cavea  or  the  sea, 
A«  the  lark  sprinn  from  the  lea. 
Hither  cone  to  ihare  your  flee. 

MBRMAIC 

Prom  reiniuf  of  the  water-hone. 

That  bounded  till  Uie  wavea  were  foamioc. 
Watching  the  infant  tempest's  course, 

Chaninf  the  sea-snake  in  his  roaming ; 
Prom  winding  charge-notea  on  the  shell, 

Wlwn  the  huge  whale  and  sword-flah  duel. 
Or  tolling  shroudless  seamen's  knell, 

When  the  winds  and  waves  arc  cruel ; 
Children  of  wild  Thule,  we 
Have  plough'd  such  ftirrows  on  the  tea 
As  the  steer  draws  on  the  lea, 
And  hither  we  come  to  share  rour  glee. 
III. 

MBRMAIDS  AKD  MSaifBN. 
We  heard  you  in  our  twilight  caTea, 

A  hundred  fathom  deep  below, 
For  notes  of  joy  can  pierce  the  waves. 

That  drown  each  sound  of  war  and  wo. 
Those  who  dwelt  beneath  tha  sea 

Love  the  sons  of  Thule  well ; 
Thus,  to  aid  your  mirth,  bring  we 

Dance,  and  song,  and  sounding  aball. 
Children  of  dark  Thule,  know, 
Those  who  dwell  by  haaf  and  voe, 
Where  your  daring  shallops  row. 
Come  to  share  the  festal  show. 

*  See  soma  admirable  discasaion  on  this  paaaafs.  m  the  Va> 
rionim  Sbakspeara. 


u  the  peiiormance  ol  Uie  miilierB,  reeavea  gnu 
applauH  from  all  who  pretended  to  be  judgea  of  nich 
niallera ;  but  aboTe  all,  fram  Triploletnus  Velio wlqr, 

obo,  his  ear  having  caught  the  agricullural  ■aunds 
of  plough  atid  fi'rrow,  and  his  brain  being  bo  well 
dtTHched  that  it  could  only  canalnie  the  worda  in 

called  Mordaunt  to  bear  sviineas,  thai,  though  it  was 

the  Tnlona'  benrda  and  penwi^  ili ■— ' 

the  only  words  of  comn* '■ 

all  That  long  day. 
But  Moid  aunt  had  nc 


bdngi 


'hich  he  had  h^mi 

iwCT  the  appeal, 

iflhe  female  maakEra,  who 

had  givrn  him  a  private  aienal  aa  they  entered,  which 
induced  him,  though  unceriain  who  she  tniRhi  prOTc 
to  be,  10  expect  aome  com  muni  cation  from  her  of 
importance.  The  siren  who  had  >o  boldly  touched 
hia  arm,  and  had  accompanied  the  gesture  with  an 
eipresaion  of  eye  which  bespoke  hia  attention,  waa 
disguiaed  with  a  good  deal  more  care  ihsn  heraisler- 
maskcra,  her  mantle  being  looae,  and  wide  enough 
to  conceal  her  ahap©  compleleiy,  and  her  face  hidden 
beneaih  3  ailk  maak.  Heobaerved  [hat  ahe  gradu- 
ally detachod  herself  from  the  rest  of  the  masketa, 
and  nt  length  placed  heraelf  as  if  for  the  advantage 
of  [be  air,  near  the  door  of  a  chamber  which  remoined 
open,  looked  eameally  at  him  again,  and  then  taking 
an  opporlunity,  when  the  attention  of  the  company 
was  tiled  upon  ibe  rest  of  her  party,  ahe  left  the 
apartment 

Hordauni  did  not  heailale  instantly  10  follow  hia 
myaterioua  guide,  for  such  we  may  terra  the  masker, 
aa  ahe  paused  to  lei  him  see  the  direction  ahe  was 
about  to  lake,  and  then  walked  swiftly  towarda  the 
ahore  of  the  voe,  or  aali-waier  lake,  now  lying  full 
before  them,  iia  small  Bummer-wavea  glistening  and 
rippling  under  the  Influence  of  a  broad  moonlight, 
which,  addeil  fo  the  alrong  twilight  of  those  regions 
during  the  summer  solstice,  left  no  reaaon  to  regret 
the  abaenee  of  the  sun,  the  path  of  whose  aetting  was 
atill  visible  on  the  wavea  of  the  weat,  while  the  hoti- 
lon  on  the  east  aide  waa  already  beginning  to  glim- 
mer with  the  lights  of  dawn. 

Mordaunt  had  thereibre  no  difficulty  in  keeping 
aifihi  of  hia  diaguised  guide,  as  she  inpped  it  over 
height  and  hollow  to  the  sea-aide,  aiid,  winding 
K  the  rocks,  lod  the  way  to  the  spot  where  "■— 


accuatomed  to  spend,  when  the  weather  was  auiia- 
ble,  a  good  deal  of  their  lime.  Here,  [hen,  waa  (0  be 
the  place  of  eiplanallan ;  for  the  maaker  aiopped, 
■nd^  after  a  moment's  heaitation,  sat  down  ""  tbp 
ic  Bfltle.     But,  from  the  Igis  of  whom  wi 


Sim 


real  Nereid,  who,  having  remained 
1  ilie  sliore,  was,  under  the  dread  of  Am- 
tpteasure.  haetening  to  r^in  her  native 
Noma,  It  could  be  only. 


he  thought,  Hrenda,  who  thus  singled  him  out ;  and 
when  she  had  seated  herself  upon  the  bench,  and 
taken  iha  maak  from  her  face,  Brenda  it  accordingly 
proved  to  be.  Mordaunt  had  certainly  done  nothing 
to  make  him  dread  her  presence  1  and  yet,  such  ia  ihc 
inHuence  of  banhfulness  over  the  ineenuoua  youth  of 
both  se '--  ■- ^-—'  -■'  ■'--  — ■- 


than  Eotrecting  henelf,  she  proceeded—"' 


HOTdaunl,  ibal  any  mark  01  ineoaanip  01  miimacj 
fnnn  you  or  from  your  aialer  could  have  auniriaed  ma 
I  am  &r  moie  aaioniabed  that  you  should  abon  dm 
wiibout  reapon  for  ao  many  hours,  than  that  jog 
ahouid  now  allow  me  an  ioieniew.  In  ihenamesf 
Heaven,  Brandy  in  what  have  I  ofleitded  youl  or 
why  are  we  on  Itieae  unusual  lennal" 

"May  it  not  be  enough  to  aay,"  replied  Breoda, 
looking  downward,  "  [hat  ilia  myuther'apleasunr' 

"No,  It  is  not  enough,"  relumed  MertouD.  "Your 
father  cannot  have  so  suddenly  altered  hia  wbola 
thoughts  of  me,  and  hia  whole  actions  towarda  »% 
without  acting  under  the  influence  of  some  atnmg  de- 
lusion. I  ask  you  but  10  explain  of  what  DBtore  it  it; 
fori  will  be  con  lenied  10  be  lowerin  your  eatoem  (bam 
the  meanest  hind  in  these  islands,  if  I  cannot  abow 
that  hia  change  of  opinion  is  only  grounded  upon 
some  infamous  deception,  or  aome  eitraordinaiT  mis- 
take." 

"It  mav  be  ao,"  aoid  Brenda— "I  hope  11  is  so- 
thai  I  do  hope  ti  Is  so,  mydeaire  to  see  you  ihuain 
private  may  well  prove  m  you.  But  it  is  difficult— io 
short,  i  t  is  impossible  for  me  m  explain  to  you  tha 
cause  of  my  tather'a  resentment.  Noma  haa  tpokm 
with  bim  concerning  it  boldly,  and  I  fear. they  parted 

could  cause  that." 

"I  have  observed,"  aaid  Mordaunt,"  thai  yonrratbir 
ia  most  allendve  to  Noina'a  counsel,  and  more  com- 
plaiaant  n>  her  paculiaritiea  iban  to  llioae  of  otbere— 
ibis  I  bars  observed,  though  he  ia  no  wiUiog  belienr 
in  the  aupernalural  qualidea  lo  which  she  lay*  claim. 


"They  are  related  (Ustantly,"  a 
'  and  were  friends  in  youth— nay, 


ihelayaci 
as  i  have  b 


1  youth— nay,  as  i  have 

.      supposed  they  would  have  been  m _. 

but  Nomo's  peculianties  showed  themselvee  itnme- 
<hately  on  her  father's  death,  and  there  was  an  end 
of  that  matter,  if  ever  there  waa  any  ibiBttin  it.  Bal 
it  is  certain  my  &ilher  regarda  her  wim  much  in- 


called  Ihem  prejudices,"  said  Mertoun,  warmly  and 
hastily— "a  thousand  bleasinHB  on  you!  Yon  we« 
ever  gentle-hearted- you  could  not  have  maintaiikcd 


n  you,  Branda,  (hat  you  have 


even  the  showof  unkindne 


said  Brenda,  soA- 
[one  in  which  Ihq 

^.      _  could  nevei  ihink. 

Mordaunt— never,  that  is,  serionaly  heliev&  ihat  yea 
coidd  say  aught  unkind  of  Minna  or  of  me.'' 

"And  who  dares  toaavlhave?"  said  Mordaimt, 
giving  way  10  the  natural  impetuosity  of  his  dtaiu- 

at  the  same  tione  to  hops  that  I  will  ufler  hia  loMte 
[o  remain  in  safety  betwixt  bis  iswal  By  Saint  Mag- 
nus the  Martyr.  I  will  feed  the  hawks  with  ill" 

"Nay,  now,'' aaid  Brenda,  "your  anger  onlr  Mt- 
lifies  me,  and  will  force  me  lo  leave  you. 

"  Ijcave  me,"  ssid  he,  "  without  telling  me  eilhv 
the  calumny,  or  the  name  of  the  villanbua  cahmk- 

"  O,  there  sre  more  than  one,"  anawered  Brenda 
"  Ihat  have  posseased  my  father  with  an  cr '    ' 
which  I  cannot  mvsdf  leU  you-bul  ■'—  - 


I,  and  your  father  ahaU  do  me 


'mz 


,_«  who  have  slsndered  me '. 

"  No,  DO,"  aaid  Brenda,  vehemeody. 


L    "you" 


mtr.  udiuoQU  n 


c  bnngg  nddiuoau  d*ngsr 


"Tell  taa,  then,"  laid  Mertoiin,  much  mfiBned  bjr 
the  poor  girl's  exirame  apprebenaioa  and  distrasi. 
"irhiL  U  IS  [hut  you  require  of  me ;  and  believa  me, 
it  ii  impouible  (or  you  lo  ask  lugbt  that  I  will  not 
J „„. ^mpljr  wiih." 


J,  iheu~ib»  Cuitain," 


"  uid  MonlanDl)  "my 


"  IT  you  cannot  be  ailent,  and  paUrol  for  na  in- 
•laDl,"  Rfilied  BtendL  "  I  muil  initantly  quit  you ; 
wbal  I  meant  to  ny  had  no  rslation  to  you,  but  lo 
,  another,— in  one  word,  to  my  ■iaiar  Hinna.  I  hare 
Dolhiag  M  tj  conceniiDS  her  diaUke  lo  yoti,  bal  an 
■tuiooi  (ale  to  tell  concerning  his  itlenlion  to  ber. 

"  Ii  La  obfiouBiBtrikinic  and  marked,"  aaid  Mot- 
daunt  1  "and.  udUm  mv  eyssdecHve  me,  itia  re- 
cetved  as  welcome.  i£  inaeed,  it  is  not  relurned." 

"  That  is  the  very  caun  otmy  fear,"  aaid  Btenda. 
"1,  too,  was  alnickwith  the  eitaraal  appearance, 
A«ak  manners,  and  romantic  conversalion  of  this 


" His  appearance r  aaid  Hotdaunti  "he  is  stout 
•ltd  well- featured  enough,  to  be  biiib  ;  bat,  aa  old 
Sinclair  of  ftuendale  said  (o  the  Spanish  admiial. 
'Fareieon  hiabcel  I  hate  ann  many  a  fairer  hong 
on  ih*  Borougb-moor.'— From  bia  manners,  be 
might  ba  captain  of  a  privateer ;  and  by  hie  can- 
venttian,ifae  tiumpeieriohiaownpuiipetshDw;  for 
be  neaksof  Utlla  else  than  hit  own  exploita." 

"You  are  mistaken,"  inawerHl  Brenda;  "he 
q>eaki  but  too  well  on  all  that  he  has  seen  and 
Isamsdi  beaidiA,  he  baa  really  been  in  many  diatanl 
couuIrisB,  and  in  many  sallant  actions,  and  hs  can 
mU  them  witli  as  much  sixrit  u  modeety.  You 
would  ihink  yoa  saw  the  flash  and  heard  the  report 
of  the  gnns.  And  he  has  other  lonea  of  talking  too 
— about  iha  ddi^tful  ttaea  and  fhuta  of  dulant 
climatM  1  and  how  the  people  wear  no  dree^  ibioogfa 

the  whole  year,  half  so  warm  aaour  summe 

uid,  indeed,  put  on  little  except  cambric  and 
"Upon  my  word,  Brenda,  he  does  i 
' — uang  young 


et  gowns, 

I  mnalill." 


dotaiandiheW 
plied  Mordaunl. 


He  doeo,  indeed,"  aaid  E 


ida,  with  gireal  nm 


muaen,  aasummg  an  atroi  conaeqnence,  wnicn  aaia* 
grttoeftilly  upon  her  aimplidly,  aa  did  the  diSerent 
tpue  in  whieli  ahe  had  spoken  bitbcrto.  "Thta  is  a 
utile  world  of  ours,  this  Zedand,  inferior,  parhsM  in 


on  the  crag  to  get 
believem&  that    ' 


Id  devise." 
I  believe  it. 


you  the  tffgt  of  the  r 

y  entertaining  the  al^ 
nnkindneaa,  is  as  fa 

said  Brenda,  giving  1 


newed  my  confidence  in  so  old  a  frie 
can  aid  us,  I  know  not;  but  it  was  h' 
may  say  by  the  commando,  of  Noma,  tl 
tured  to  maka  this  communication; 
wonder,"  abe  added,  ■■  ahe  looked  at 
I  have  bad  courage  to  carry  me  thn 
■em  vou  know  all  that  I  can  lelt  yoi 
which  mysisterslands.  Lookafterlt 
beware  how  you  quarrel  with  him,  i 
so  surety  come  b*  the  worn  with  ■ 
soldier."^ 

"I  do  not  exactly  anderaiand,"  t 
"how  that  ahould  so  surely  be.  Th 
with  the  good  limba  and  good  he«rt 

Kven  me,  ay,  and  with  a  sood  cauaa 
tie  aftaid  of  any  qnarTsT  which  CI 

""len,  if  not  for  your  own  Rak&  for 

Jrenda— "for  mj  fathei'a— for  n 

sake^  avoid  any  strife  with  him,  but 
waicb  him,  and,  if  po■ihl^  todiaeova 
'  at  are  h  la  inlentionB  lowarSs  ua. 
[Olncto  Orkney,  lo  inquire  after  I 
om  be  >a>Mi  out  day  aflct  day, 
ik  pass  is,  and  he  goea  not;  and 
father  company  over  the  bottle  i 
lantic  itoriea  of  foreign  paoole,  ai 
rild  and  unknown  regions,  the  tin 
alranger,  of  whom  wo  know  noti 
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he  is  one,  bcy^mes  gradually  doier  and  more  in- 
•eparably  intimate  in  our  aociety.— And  now,  fare- 
well. Noma  hopes  to  make  your  peace  with  my 
&ther,  and  entreats  you  not  to  leave  Burgh- Westra 
to-morrow,  however  cold  he  and  my  sister  may  ap- 
pear towards  you.  I  too,"  she  said,  stretching  her 
hand  towards  him,  "must  wear  a  face  of  cold  friend- 
ship as  towards  an  unwelcome  visiter.  But  at  heart 
we  are  still  Brenda  and  Mordaunt.  And  now  sepa- 
rate quickly,  for  we  must  not  be  seen  together." 

She  stretched  her  hand  to  him,  but  withdrew  it  in 
some  sUght  confusion,  laughing  and  blushing,  when, 
by  a  natural  impulse,  ne  ivas  about  to  press  it  to  his 
lips. ,  He  endeavoured  for  a  moment  to  detain  her,,  for 
the  interview  had  for  him  a  degree  of  fascination, 
which,  as  often  as  he  had  before  been  alone  with 
Brenda,  he  had  never  experienced.  But  she  extri- 
cated herself  from  him,  end  again  signing  an  adieu, 
and  pointing  out  to  him  a  path  different  from  that 
which  she  was  herself  about  to  take,  tripped  towards 
the  house,  and  was  soon  hidden  from  his  view  by  the 
acclivity. 

Mordaunt  stood  gazing  after  her  in  a  state  of  mind, 
to  which,  as  yet,  he  nad  been  a  stranger.  The  dubious 
neutral  ground  between  love  and  friendship  may  be 
long  and  safely  trodden,  until  he  who  stands  upon  it 
is  suddenly  called  upon  to  recognise  the  authority  of 
the  one  or  the  other  power ;  and  then  it  most  fre- 
quently happens,  that  the  party  who  for  years  sup- 
posed himself  only  a  friend,  nnds  himself  at  once 
transformed  into  a  lover.  That  such  a  change  in 
Mordaunt's  feelings  should  take  place  from  this  date, 
although  he  himself  was  unable  exactly  to  distinguish 
its  nature^  was  to  be  expected.  He  found  himself  at 
once  received,  with  the  most  unsuspicious  frankness, 
into  the  conndcnce  of  a  beautiful  and  foscinating 
young  woman,  by  whom  he  had,  so  short  a  time  be- 
lore,  imagined  himself  despised  and  disliked ;  and,  if 
any  thing  could  make  a  change,  in  itself  so  surprising 
and  BO  pleasing,  yet  more  intoxicating,  it  was  the 
guileless  and  open-hearted  simplicity  or  Brenda,  that 
cast  an  enchantment  over  every  thing  which  she  did 
or  said.  The  scene,  too,  might  have  had  its  eflfect, 
though  there  was  Uttle  occasion  for  its  aid.  But  a 
fair  face  looks  yet  fairer  under  the  light  of  the  moon, 
and  a  sweet  voice  sounds  yet  sweeter  among  the 
whispering  sounds  of  a  summer  night.  Mordaunt, 
therefore,  who  had  by  this  time  returned  to  the  house, 
was  disposed,  to  listen  with  unusual  patience  ana 
complacency  to  the  enthusiastic  declamation  pro- 
nounced upon  moonli;;ht  by  Claud  Halcro,  whose 
ecstasies  had  been  awakened  on  the  subject  by  a  short 
turn  in  the  open  air,  undertaken  to  qualify  the  vapours 
of  the  good  liquor,  which  he  had  not  spared  during  the 
festivfll. 

"The  sun,  my  boy,"  he  said,  "is  every  wretched 
labourer's  day-lantern— it  comes  glaring  yonder,  out 
of  the  east,  to  summon  up  a  whole  world  to  labour  and 
to  misery :  whereas  the  merry  moon  lights  all  of  us  to 
muth  and  to  love." 

"And  to  madness,  or  she  is  much  belied,"  said 
Mordaunt.  by  way  of  sayingsomething. 

"Let  it  be  so."  answered  Halcro,  "so  she  does  not 
turn  us  melancholy  mad.—My  dear  young  friend,  the 
folks  of  this  painstaking  world  are  far  too  anxious 
about  possessing  all  their  wits,  or  having  them,  as 
they  say,  about  tncm.  At  least  I  know  I  have  been 
often  called  half-witted,  and  I  am  sure  I  have  gone 
through  the  world  as  well  as  if  I  had  double  the  quan- 
tity. But  stoi>— where  was  I  ?  O,  touching  and  con- 
cerning the  moon— why,  man,  she  is  the  very  soul  of 
love  and  poetry.  I  question  ii  there  was  ever  a  true 
lover  in  existence  who  had  not  got  at  least  as  fisir  as 
'O  thou,'  in  a  sonnet  in  her  prtiise." 

"The  moon,"  said  the  factor,  who  was  now  begin- 
ning to  speak  very  thick.  "  ripens  com,  at  least  the  old 
folk  said  so— and  she  fills  nuts  also,  whilk  is  of  less 
matter— •parig'e  ntKeSf  pueri." 

"A  fint  a  fine,"  said  the  Udaller,  who  was  now  in 
his  altitudes;  "  the  factor  speaks  Greek— by  the  bones 
of  rny  holy  namesake,  Samt  Magnus,  he  shall  drink 
on  the  yawl  full  of  punch,  unless  tie  gives  us  a  song 
on  the  spot !" 

"  Too  much  water  drowned  the  miller,"  answered 


Triptolemus.    "  My  brain  has  more  need  of  draisiiw 
than  of  being  drenched  with  more  liquor." 

" Sing,  then,"  said  the  despotic  landlord,  " fiorno 
one  shall  speak  any  other  language  here,  save  honest 
Norse,  jolly  Dutch,  or  Danske,  or  broad  Scots,  at 
the  least  of  it.  So.  Eric  Scambester,  produce  tbt 
yawl,  and  fill  it  to  the  brim,  as  a  charge  £or  demv- 

Ere  the  vessel  could  reach  the  agricultoiiat,  he,  see- 
ing it  under  way,  and  steering  towards  him  by  abort 
tacks,  (for  Scambester  himself  was  by  this  time  not 
over  steady  in  his  course.)  made  a  desperate  efibrt, 
and  began  to  sing,  or  rather  to  croak  forth,  a  Twk- 
shire  harvest-home  ballad,  which  his  fisther  used  to 
sing  when  he  was  a  Uttle  mellow,  and  which  went 
to  tne  tune  of  "  Hey  Dobbin,  away  with  the  wagoo." 
The  rueful  aspect  oif  the  singer,  and  the  desperatetf 
discordant  tones  of  his  voice,  formed  so  deligfatfiil  a 
contrast  with  the  jollity  of  the  words  and  tune,  tbsi 
honest  Triptolemus  afibidcd  the  same  sort  of  amass- 
ment which  a  reveller  might  give,  by  appearing  on  a 
festival  day  in  the  holyday-coat  of  nis  grandntJMr. 
The  jest  concluded  the  evening,  for  even  the  na^ty 
and  strong-headed  Magnus  himself  had  confesseotht 
influence  of  the  sle^y  god.  The  guests  went  oSu 
they  best  inigbt,  each  to  nis  separate  crib  and  resting- 

{>lace,  and  in  a  short  time  the  mansion^  which  was  o! 
ate  so  noisy,  was  hushed  into  perfect  sdence. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

Ther  man  th«ir  botti,  and  all  the  yoong  man  am. 
With  whataoever  micfat  the  moosten  tivm ; 
Pikea,  halberdi,  apita,  aod  darU,  that  woiuhI  aftr. 
The  tool*  of  peace,  and  implements  of  war. 
Now  waa  the  time  for  viforous  lads  to  show 
Wtiat  love  or  honour  could  incite  them  to  ;— 
A  foodljr  theatre,  where  rocka  are  roood 
With  reverend  age  and  lovely  laaaea  crown'd. 

Battle  ^  the  Summtr  Xsteadi 

Tn  morning  which  succeeds  such  a  feast  as  that 
of  Magnus  Troil,  usually  lacks  a  Uttle  of  the  zeat  whicb 
seasoned  the  revels  of  the  preceding  day,  as  tbe 
fashionable  reader  may  have  observed  at  a  (»blic 
breakfast  during  the  race-week  in  a  OHmtry  town ; 
for,  in  what  is  called  the  best  society,  these  HngoinE 
moments  are  usually  spent  by  the  company,  caen 
apart  in  their  own  dressing-rooms.  At  Bnrg^Wes- 
tra,  it  will  readily  be  believed,  no  such  space  for  re- 
tirement was  anorded:  and  the  lasses,  with  thdr 
paler  cheeks,  the  elder  dames,  vnth  many  a  wink  and 
yawn,  were  compelled  to  meet  with  thcor  male  com- 
panions (headachs  and  all)  just  three  hours  after  ther 
hsd  parted  from  each  other. 

Enc  Scambester  had  done  all  that  man  could  do 
to  su(>ply  the  full  means  of  diverting  the  eiuiui  of  the 
morning  meal.  The  board  groaned  with  rounds  d 
hung  beef,  made  after  the  fashion  of  ^tland— with 
pasties— with  baked  meats— with  fish,  dressed  and 
cured  in  every  possible  manner :  nay,  with  the  foiciga 
delicacies  of  tea,  cofiee,  and  chocolate;  for,  as  we 
have  already  had  occasion  to  remark,  the  situation  of 
these  islands  made  them  early  acquainted  with  vari- 
ous articles  of  foreign  luxurv,  whicn  were,  as  yet,  (mt 
little  known  in  Scotland,  where,  at  a  much  later  pe- 
riod than  that  we  write  of  one  pound  of  green  tea  was 
dressed  like  cabbage,  and  another  converted  into  a 
vegetable  sauce  for  salt  beef,  by  the  ignorance  of  the 
good  housewives  to  whom  they  had  been  sent  as  raie 
presents. 

Besides  these  preparations,  the  table  exhibited  what- 
ever mighty  potions  are  resorted  to  by  bans  rtraiu. 
under  the  facetious  name  of  a  "  hair  of  the  dog  thai 
bit  you."  There  was  the  potent  Irish  Usqud>augb-' 
right  Nantz- genuine  Schiedamm— Aquavit*  noo 
Caithness— and  Gtolden  Wasser  from  Hamburgh; 
there  was  rum  of  formidable  antkiiuty,  and  corduLb 
from  the  Leeward  Islands.  After  these  details,  it 
were  needless  to  mention  the  stout  home-hrewed  ale 
—the  German  mum,  and  Schwartz  beer— and  still 
more  would  it  be  beneath  our  dignity  to  dwell  opoa 
the  innumerable  sorto  of  pottage  and  flummery,  to- 
gether with  the  bland,  and  various  preparations  of 
milk,  for  those  who  preferred  thinner  potations. 

No  wonder  that  tne  sight  of  so  much  good  cheer 
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awakened  the  appetite  and  raised  the  spirits  of  the 
fiitigued  revellers.  The  young  men  began  immedi- 
ately to  seek  out  their  partners  of  the  preceding  even- 
ing,  and  to  renew  the  small,  talk  whicn  bad  driven  the 
nigbt  so  merril V  away ;  while  Magnus,  with  his  stout 
old  Norse  kindred,  encouraged,  by  precept  and  exam- 
ple, those  of  elder  days  and  graver  mood,  to  a  sub- 
stantial flirtation  with  the  good  thinxs  before  them. 
Still,  however,  there  was  a  long  period  to  be  filled  up 
before  dinner;  for  the  most  protracted  breakfast  can- 
not well  last  above  an  hour ;  and  it  was  to  be  feared 
that  Claud  Halcro  meditated  the  occupation  of  this 
vacant  morning  with  a  formidable  recitation  of  his 
own  verses,  besides  tellins,  at  its  full  length,  the 
whole  history  of  his  introduction  to  glorious  John 
Dryden.  But  fortune  relieved  the  guests  of  Buigh- 
Westra  from  this  threatened  infliction,  by  sending 
them  means  of  amusement  peculiarly  suited  to  their 
taste  and  habits. 

Most  of  the  guests  were  using  their  tooth-picks, 
some  were  Ix^nning  to  talk  of  what  was  to  be  done 
next,  when^  with  haste  in  his  step,  fire  in  his  eye,  and 
a  harpoon  m  his  hand,  Eric  Scambester  came  to  an- 
nounce to  the  company,  that  there  was  a  whale  on 
^ore,  or  nearly  so,  at  the  throat  of  the  voe !  Then  you 
might  have  seen  such  a  joyous,  boisterous,  and  uni- 
versal bustle,  as  only  the  love  or  sport,  so  deeply  im- 
planted in  our  nature,  can  possibly  inspire.  A  set  of 
country  squires,  about  to  beat  for  the  first  woodcocks 
of  the  season,  were  a  comparison  ns  petty,  in  respect 
to  the  glee,  as  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  ob- 
ject ;  the  battue,  upon  a  strong  cover  in  Ettrick  For- 
est, for  the  destruction  of  the  foxes ;  the  insurrection 
of  the  SDortsmen  of  the  Leimox,  when  one  of  the 
Duke's  deer  gets  out  from  Inch-Mirran:  nay,  the 
joyous  rally  of  the  fox-chase  itself^  with  all  its  olithe 
accompamments  of  hound  and  horn,  fall  infinitely 
short  of  the  animation  with  which  the  gallant  sons  of 
Thule  setofl'to  encounter  the  monster,  whom  the  sea 
had  sent  for  their  amusement  at  so  opportune  a  con- 
juncture. 

The  multifarious  stores  of  Burgh-Westra  were 
rummaged  hastily  for  all  sorts  of  arms,  which  could 
be  used  on  such  an  occasion.  Harpoons,  swords, 
pikes,  and  halberds,  fell  to  the  lot  of  some  *,  others 
contented  themselves  with  hay-forks,  spits,  and  what- 
ever else  could  be  found,  that  was  at  once  long  and 
aharp.  Thus  hastily  equipped,  one  division,  under  the 
command  of  Caption  Cleveland,  hastened  to  man 
the  boats  which  lay  in  the  little  haven,  while  the  rest 
of  the  party  hurried  by  land  to  the  scene  of  action. 

Poor  Ttiptolemus  was  interrupted  in  a  plan,  which 
he,  too,  had  formed  against  the  patience  of  the  Zet- 
landers,  and  which  was  to  have  consisted  in  a  lecture 
upon  the  agriculture,  and  the  capabilities  of  the  coun- 
try, by  this  sudden  hubbub^  which  put  an  end  at  once 
to  Halcro's  poetry,  and  to  his  no  less  formidable  prose. 
It  may  be  easily  imagined,  that  he  took  very  little 
interest  in  the  sport  which  was  so  suddenly  substi- 
tuted for  his  lucubrations,  and  he  would  not  even 
have  deigned  to  have  looked  upon  the  active  scene 
which  was  about  to  take  place,  had  he  not  been  sti- 
mulated thereunto  by  the  exhortations  of  Mistress 
Baby.  "Pit  yoursell  forward,  man,"  said  that  provi- 
dent person,  pit  yoursell  forward— wha  kens  whare 
a  blessing  may  light  1— they  say  that  a'  men  share 
and  share  equails-aquals  in  the  creature's  ulzie,  and  a 

flint  o't  wad  be  worth  siller,  to  light  the  cruise  in  the 
ang  dark  nights  that  they  speak  of.  Pit  yoursell 
forward,  man— there's  a  graip  to  ye— faint  heart  never 
wan  fair  lady— wha  kens  but  what,  when  it's  flesh,  it 
may  eat  weel  eneugh.  and  spare  butter  ?" 

What  zeal  was  added  to  Triptolemus's  motions,  by 
the  prospect  of  eating  fresh  train-oil^  instead  of  but- 
ter, we  know  not ;  but,  as  better  might  not  be,  he 
brandished  the  rural  implement  (a  stable-fork)  with 
which  he  was  armed,  and  went  down  to  wage  battle 
with  the  whale. 

The  situation  in  which  the  enemy's  ill  fate  had 
placed  him,  was  particularly  lavourable  to  the  enter- 
prise of  the  islanders.  A  tide  of  unusual  height  had 
earned  the  animal  over  a  large  bar  of  sand,  mto  the 
voe  or  creek  in  which  he  was  now  lying.  So  soon  as 
he  found  the  water  ebbing,  he  became  senstbleof  his 


danger,  and  had  made  desperate  efibrta  to  get  over 
the  shallow  water,  where  the  waves  broke  on  the  bar ; 
but  hitherto  he  had  rather  injured  than  mended  his 
condition,  having  got  himself  partly  aground,  and 
lying  therefore  particularly  exposed  to  the  meditated 
attack.  At  this  moment  the  enemy  came  down  upon 
him.  The  front  ranks  consisted  of  the  young  and 
hardy,  armed  in  the  miscellaneous  manner  we  have 
described ;  while,  to  witness  and  animate  their  eflbrts, 
the  young  women,  and  the  elderly  persons  of  both 
sexes,  took  their  place  among  the  rocks,  which  over- 
hung the  scene  of  action. 

As  the  boats  had  to  double  a  little  headland,  ere 
they  opened  the  mouth  of  the  voe,  those  who  came 
by  land  to  the  shores  of  the  inlet,  had  time  to  make 
tne  necessary  reconnoissances  upon  the  force  and 
situation  of  the  enemy,  on  whom  they  were  about  to 
commence  a  simultaneous  attack  by  land  and  sea. 

This  duty,  the  siout-heaned  and  experienced  gene- 
ral, for  so  the  Udaller  might  be  termea^  would  intrust 
to  no  eyes  but  his  own ;  and,  indeed,  his  external  ap- 
pearance, and  his  sage  conduct,  rendered  him  alike 
qualified  for  the  command  which  he  enjoyed.  His 
gold-laced  hat  was  exchanged  for  a  bearskm  cap,  his 
suit  of  blue  broadcloth,  with  its  scarlet  lining,  and 
loops,  and  frogs  of  bulhon,  had  given  place  to  a  red 
flannel  jacket^  with  buttons  of  black  horn,  over  which 
he  wore  a  seal-skin  shirt  curiously  seamed  and  plaited 
on  the  bosom,  such  as  are  used  by  the  Elsquimaux, 
and  sometimes  by  the  Greenland  wnale-fishers.  Sea- 
boots  of  a  formidable  size  completed  his  dress,  and 
in  his  hand  he  held  a  large  wbaliiig-knife,  which  he 
brandished,  as  if  impatient  to  employ  it  in  the  opera- 
tion oi  ftinchinft  the  hiwe  animal  which  lay  before 
them,— that  is,  the  act  of  separating  ita  fle^  from  its 
bones.  Upon  closer  examination,  nowever,  he  was 
obUged  to  confess,  that  the  sport  to  which  he  had 
conducted  his  friends,  however  much  it  correfsponded 
with  the  magnificent  scale  of  his  hoq>itality,  was 
likely  to  be  attended  with  its  own  peculiar  dangers 
and  difficulties. 

The  animal,  upwards  of  sixty  feet  in  length,  was 
lying  perfectly  still,  in  a  deep  part  of  the  voe  into 
which  it  had  weltered,  and  where  it  seemed  to  await 
the  return  of  tide,  of  which  it  was  probably  assured 
by  instinct.  A  counsel  of  experienced  harpooners 
was  instantly  called,  and  it  was  ameed  that  an  effort 
should  be  made  to  noose  the  tail  of  this  torpid  levia- 
than, by  casting  a  cable  around  it,  to  be  made  fast  by 
anchors  to  the  shore,  and  thus  to  seciure  against  his 
escape,  in  case  the  tide  should  make  before  they  were 
able  to  despatch  him.  Three  boats  were  destined  to 
this  delicate  piece  of  service,  one  of  which  the  Udal- 
Ter  himself  proposed  to  command,  while  Cleveland 
and  3Iertoun  were  to  direct  the  two  others.  This 
being  decided,  they  sat  down  on  the  strand,  wsiting 
with  impatience  until  the  naval  part  of  tne  force 
should  arrive  in  the  voe.  It  was  during  this  interval, 
thatTriptolemus  Yellowley,  after  measuring  with  his 
eyes  the  extraordinary  size  of  the  whale,  observed, 
that  in  his  poor  mind,  "A  wain  with  six  owsen,  or 
with  sixty  owsen  either,  if  they  were  the  owsen  of 
the  country,  could  not  drag  siccan  a  huge  creature 
from  the  water,  where  it  was  now  lying,  to  the  sea- 
beach." 

Trifling  as  this  remark  may  seem  to  the  reader,  it 
was  connected  with  a  subject  which  always  fired  the 
blood  of  the  old  Udaller,  who,  glancing  upon  Trip- 
tolemos  a  quick  and  stem  look,  asked  him  what  the 
devil  it  signified,  supposing  a  hundred  oxen  could  not 
drag  the  whale  upon  the  beach  7  Mr.  Yellowley, 
though  not  much  liking  the  tone  with  which  the  ques- 
tion was  put,  felt  that  nis  dienity  and  his  profit  com- 
pelled him  to  answer  as  fwlows :— "  Nay,  sir — you 
enow  yoursell.  Master  Magnus  TroiL  and  every  one 
cnowt  that  knows  any  thins^  that  whales  of  siccan 
size  as  may  not  be  masterfiuly  dragged  on  shore  by 
the  instruihentality  of  one  wain  with  six  owseo.  aii 
the  right  and  property  of  the  Adimral,  who  is  at  tiuf 
time  the  same  noble  lord  who  is,  moreover.  Cham- 
berlain of  these  isles." 

"And  1  tell  yotL  Mr.  Triptolemus  Yellowley,"  said 
the  Udaller,  "  as  I  would  tell  your  master  if  be  wen 
hersk  that  every  man  who  riaks  his  lifo  to  bring  that 


lookuiR  on,  tbnt  will  bul  touch  ibe  cable,  sbe  will  be 
pinner  wiih  ui;  ay,  and  more  thao  all  Ihti,  if  ibe 
will  bul  uy  there  is  a  reason  for  iL  we  will  aHgn  g 

The  strict  ptiaciple  of  cquily,  which  diclated  ihii 
Ian  arraagemenU  occanioiied  laaghler  smong  thi 
men,  and  some  aright  confiuion  among  the  women 
The  faclar.  howerer,  thought  it  ehame  to  be  so  easily 
daunted.  "  Suurn  cuiaur  Irilmila,"  aaii  tie ;  "Iwifl 
■tand  for  my  lord's  Heht  ami  my  owo." 

"Will  you  7"  replialMignui;  "then,  by  the  Mar- 
lyr'a  bousB,  you  ^all  hive  no  law  of  panilion  bul 
that  of  God  and  Saint  Olait  which  we  had  befon 
either  factor,  or  IrcBwirer,  or  chamberlaia  were  heard 
of  l-All  shall  share  ibat  t«id  a  hand,  and  iie*< 
cIn.    So  you,  Haalcr  Factor,  shall  be  busy 

aa  other  folk,  and  think  younelf  lucky  to  ahL 

other  folk.  Jump  into  that  boat,"  (for  Ihe  boats  bed 
by  thii  time  pulled  round  (he  headland,)  "  and  you, 
my  lads,  make  way  (br  (he  factar  in  the  slern-^eels 
—he  aball  be  the  6nl  man  this  blessed  day  that  shall 
strike  the  tish." 

The  loud  auiboriiaii<re  voie^  and  the  habiiof  abao- 
lule  cranmand  inferred  in  the  Udaller's  whole  i 

toBCtberwith  ibe  conscious  want  of  faTOui 

backers  amonpit  ihe  real  of  the  company,  rendered 
it  diSictilt  for  Triptoleinus  to  evade  camplianc- 
■llhough  he  WIS  ihua  about  to  be  placed  in  a  siruatit 
equally  novel  and  perilous.  He  was  still,  howevi 
heaiialing,  and  attempting  an  eiplanadoo,  with  _ 
voice  in  whidi  anger  was  quelifial  by  fear,  and  both 
(hinly  diaguised  under  an  aiiempt  to  be  Jocular,  end 
to  represent  the  whole  as  a  jeel,  when  he  heard  Ihe 

IK  Zetlai  ' 

1  thsligblesl  da;  11 

. . jnleas  night  in  Ihe  Mean..  . 

This  domssiic  instigaiion,  in  addition  to  those  of 
fear  of  the  Ddaller,  and  shame  to  seem  Irm  cou- 


1  boat  with  the  si ,._ 

A  hie  trident. 

rhs  three  boats  deatined  [o 


to  approach  wilhoul  showing  any  liga  of  i 
Silently,  and  wilb  such  precaution  as  the  eaireme 
delicacy  of  the  operation  nijuii«d,  the  intrepid  adven- 
tmen,  after  the  failure  of  that  Rrel  attempt,  and  tl;e 
axpcoditura  of  considenible  time,  ■uccecded  in  caai- 
ina  a  cable  around  the  body  of  Ihe  torpid  monster, 
■nd  in  canjing  the  sitds  of  it  ashtne,  when  a  hun- 
dndbandswereinstsnllyemplDyed  in  securing  ibem. 
ButsralhiswaBaccom^liBfaed,  the  tide  began  to  make 
fast,  Btid  the  Udalter  informed  his  assistants,  that 
eilberthe  Bah  moBl  be  killed, oratteaslgreallv  wound- 
ed, ere  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  was  aiiflicient  to 
float  hinij  or  that  he  was  not  unlikely  toescapefrom 

"Wherefore,"  said  he,  "we  most  set  to  work,  and 
(ha  factor  shall  have  the  honour  to  make  the  Erat 

The  valiant  Triptolerous  caught  the  word:  and  it 
ie  neceesaiy  to  say  that  the  patience  of  the  whale,  in 
Biifierine  himself  to  be  noosed  wiihoul  nsistance,  had 
abated  Tiia  terrors,  and  very  much  lowered  the  crea- 
tun  in  his  opinion.  He  piotealed  iho  fish  had  no 
(Dare  wit,  and  scarcely  more  activity,  than  a  black 
anai! ;  and,  inSuenced  by  this  undue  contempt  of  the 
adversary,  he  wailed  neither  for  a  further  signal,  nor 
■  better  weapoa  nor  a  more  suitable  position,  but, 
risinB  In  bis  energy,  hurled  his  gmip  with  all  his  force 
■Itatnsi  the  unfonunste  monster.  The  boats  hsdnot 
yet  ntresled  ftom  him  to  the  distance  necessary  to 
MMurs  ■aCst)',  when  this  injudicious  coirmiencemetit 
of  the  war  took  place. 

Hagnua  'noil,  who  had  only  jested  with  ibe  flictor, 
•nd  had  reserved  the  launching  Ihe  first  spear  sininit 
the  whale  to  some  much  more  »hilu\  hand,  had  just 
tims  to  exclaim,  "  Mind  yonaelvea,  lada,  or  ws  an  all . 


a  huge  UIOWBT  of  water  into  Ihe  eir,  and  it 

le  time  began  to  lasb  the  waves  with  )m  tal 

''  The  boat  in  which  Hagnugjt» 

er  of  h""-  "■'■■-I'  'I—  --"-I 

fiifl'shaiBof'the'im. 

i^ed  and  temfied  by  tl. ,_ _ 

valorous  deed,  that  he  tumbled  backwaids  ueoppl 
the  feet  of  the  people.  >vha,  loo  huay  W  aiimd  ID  buD, 
were  actively  engaged  in  peiiiag  the  boat  rain  Aoil 
water,  out  of  the  whalers  reach.  Here  he  Ui  fia 
some  minutcB,  trampled  on  by  (he  feet  of  the  boat. 
men,  until  they  lay  on  their  oars  to  bale,  when  ths 
Udsller  ordered  (bem  to  pull  to  shore,  sikI.  Iiultbi 
spare  hand,  who  had  commenced  the  fiihing  n  a- 
auroiciously. 

While  this  was  doing,  the  olber  boale  tiid  ilu 
pulled  off  ID  safer  distance,  and  now,  fmin  tltatn 
well  as  from  the  shore,  the  unfortunalf  — " — ' 
deep  was  ovriwhelmed  by  all  kinds  - 
horjioans  and  spcsre  flew  against  him  .. 
— guna  were  fired,  and  each  various  means  of  innn- 
anco  plied  which  could  exciie  him  to  eibiusiro 
strength  in  useless  rage.  When  the  snunal  lixmil 
that  he  was  locked  in  liy  shallows  on  sit  sidn,  id 
became  sensible,  a(  the  same  time,  of  lbs  stiaip  « 
the  cable  on  his  body,  the  cooTulsm  sAitni  wbia 
be  made  to  escape,  accompanied  wiih  aoundi  inm- 
bling  deep  and  loud  groans,  would  have  movra  ni 
compaexion  of  all  hut  a  prsctieed  whsle-fiiber.  n> 
repealed  showers  which  he  qwuted  into  the  air  MU 
now  to  be  mingled  with  blood,  and  the  wavw  wbil* 
BUrroundeil  him  assumed  the  same  crimson  anKsr 
inre.  Mean  time  the  aitemptsof  the  assulinUim 
redoubled)  but  Motdau 


„.  ^^.,— ^_,  __;orted  themsej 
contending  who  should  diqili 

prooching  Ihemonsl — 

snd  should  infliri  th 
upon  its  huge  bulk. 


1 1  though  th( 


deep  and  ib 


^ontinueif  from  time  I. 
I  for  liberty,  yet  its  strenglh  sp- 
d  so  much  eihauetEi),  that,  even  with  iheitnM- 
of  the  tide,  which  had  now  risen  eonsidaibly, 
..  „B  Ihouehl  11  could  scareely'oxtricatsiiMll- 
Wagnua  gave  Ihe  sigmil  to  venture  nearer  to  Ibe 
■-  '      -"-- thesnm-  ■■        "'" '■* 


SK 


isd  nou 


^TZ 


Inguish  himself  above  Clevdand,  blA 
le  strength  he  possessed,  plungnl  a  hul- 


vith  the  whole  strength  he  possessed,  plungnl  a  hul- 
like  into  Ihe  body  of  the  animal.     Bul  the  lenathui, 


ed  by  previous  bsses  and  calamities,  colieci 
whole  remaining  force  for  an  effort,  which  pro 


.....ix; 

defences  of  blubber, 

part  of  (he  ayslem  i  for  he 


, Jrt,  wh 

end  successful.     The   •,—^~,  ■— 
ibeblymachGd  ifarou^  hiseil«i»' 


1  of(he  ayslem!  for  hetoar«d  aloud,  aabescotio 
sky  a  mingled  sheet  of  biino  and  blood,  andanl^ 
;  the  strong  cable  hke  a  twie  overwt  Menomii 
"  >w  of  his  tail,  shotniimself,  by  a  mit^T 

,_  _.  ..._  bar,  upon  which  thetidehutDownsBi 

considerably,  and  made  out  to  sea 

a  whole  grove  of  the  implement- 

plentsd  in  his  body,  and  leaving  behind 
ters,  s  dark  red  trace  of  hia  courve. 
There  goes  to  sea  your  cruise  of  oil,  Maalei  Yo 
lowley,"  said  Magnua,  "and  you  mtiat oonaume nut 
fluet,  or  go  to  oed  in  the  dart" 
Operam  U  otentn  ptrdidi,"  muttered  Tnpto* 
s]  "but  if  thsycatcli  me  whale-SabinR  araift 
i  consent  that  the  fish  diall  swallow  messlieiB 

Bul  where  ii  Hordaunl  Mertoun  all  (hia  wfaBel' 
siclaimed  C^aud  Halcroi  and  it  was  iaetantlypa 
ccived  thai  the  youth,  who  had  been  sluiined  wbei 


dice,  which  rondered  the  Zetiajiden  of  that  period 
anwiUmg  (o  usiel  ihoae  whom  ihey  eaw  in  the  ael 
or  drowniiiR,  though  that  is  the  calamilr  lo  which 
the  ivlBTideTa  are  moBt  frequectly  expoHed.  Three 
mtn,  however,  Botred  aboTe  Aia  superniiior.  The 
Bnt  was  Claud  Halcm,  who  ihrew  nimaelf  &om  a 
mall  lock  beadlonK  itito  ibe  waTca,  GHsetiing,  aa  ha 
hlnualf  ■fterwardi  Mated,  that  bs  could  aol  awim, 
and,  if  poaaemed  of  the  harp  of  Anon,  hid  no  dol- 
pfaitu  in  attendance.  The  firal  pliinga  which  the 
poet  made  in  deep  water,  reminding  him  of  these  defi- 
deneies,  he  wbi  faia  to  clina  to  the  rock  from  which 
he  had  dived,  and  was  at  lenph  kIiJ  U>  regain  the 
shore,  at  Iheeipenseof  a  ducking. 

Magnus  Trail,  whose  honest  heart  forgot  hii  lite 
coolneag  towaids  Mardauni,  when  he  saw  the  youth's 
danger,  would  instantly  have  bmoKhl  him  more  ef- 
leclusl  aid,  but  Eric  Scatnbceter  hefd  him  fast. 

"Hout,  sir — houl,"  exclaimed  that  faithliil  itlend- 
anl— "Captain  Cleveland  has  a  grip  of  Hr.  Mor- 
dauDl— just  lei  the  twa  BiranKers  help  ilk  other,  snd 
aland  hy  the  upriiot.  The  Tisht  of  the  country  is 
not  to  be  qtiancned  for  the  like  of  them.  Hde  atill, 
or,  I  say— Rredness  Toe  is  not  a  bowl  of  punch, 
"'"""  " "n  be  Briied  out  of  like  a  loaat  with  " 


sultiag  look,  with  which  ClevetoDd,  « 
meriy  rather  eiprtaaoJ  '' — ""  — '""'■* 
openneaa  of  beanng,  a 


lonj 


iTiis  sage  reman  slTfl 


^  imped  out  of  id 

swum  to  Menoun's  ansuiance,  and  wa  m 

afloBl  till  the  boat  came  to  the  aid  of  b  >n 

as  the  immediate  danger  which  caUeC  bi 

aasiatance  was  thus  ended,  the  honest  e- 

sire  10  render  aid  lerminaled  also ;  an  ig 

the  cause  of  offence  which  he  had,orll:  d, 

against  Mordaunt  Hertoun,  he  shook  i  ''■ 

hold,  and  turning  round  acomfully  (n  h, 

culled  Eric  an  old  fool  for  supposing  sd 

whether  the  young  fellow  sank  or  swam. 

S till,  however,  amid  hie  assumed  indifference  May- 
nus  could  not  help  peeping  over  the  heads  of  the  ci> 
cle,  which,  surrounding  Hordsunl  aa  soon  as  he  was 
brought  on  shore,  were  charitably  employed  inendea- 
irounng  to  recall  him  to  life ;  and  he  was  not  able  to 
attain  the  appearanceof  absolute  unconcern,  until  the 
young  man  sat  up  on  the  beach,  and  ahowed  plainly 


rial.ci 


Lg  the  lad  a  giassof  brandy. 


when  the  aiiti 


wjalkcd  sullenly  awi 

Th«  Krnm.n  nlvaya  aecuralB  in  observing  the  leU- 
■h  other, failed  not  10  lemark,  that 
^  Buii;h-Weatra  aaw  Mordauni 

whfle  Brends  utlered  successivp  shneka  of  terror. 
But  thotigh  there  were  some  nods,  winks,  and  hinta 
that  auld  BcquainlancK  were  not  easily  foigot,  il  was, 
on  the  whole,  candidly  admitted,  that  less  than  such 
marks  of  interest  could  scarce  have  been  eipecied, 
when  ihcy  saw  the  companion  of  ibcir  early  youth  m 
the  set  of  perishing  before  their  eyes. 

Whatever  interest  Motdaunt'e  condition  eidted 
while  it  seemed  perilous,  beaan  to  abate  as  he  reco- 
vered himself;  and  when  his  senses  were  fidlv  ~ 
stored,  only  Claud  Halcro.  with  two  or  Ihreejuht 
were  slanding  by  him.  About  ten  pacei  " 
Cleveland— his  hair  and  clothes  droppuig 
hi    '    ■  " 

11 


off  ItOMi 


service,  chose  lo 

"  It  is  mou^,"  said  Cleveland,  observin 

Eriae,  "  and  it  is  unnaceasaty  to  say  more 
ave  paid  back  my  ddil,  and  ws  are  now  i 
"You  are  man  than  equal  with  me.  Cap 
land,"  answered  Merloun,  "bocauie  you  e 
your  life  to  do  for  me  what  I  did  for  you  i 
■tighteel  risk ;— besides,"  he  added,  tt^ii 
the  discourse  ■  more  pleaaant  torn,  I 
rifle-gun  to  hoot" 

"  Cowaida  only  count  danger  Ibr  any  p 
game,"  said  Cleveland,  "  Danger  has  bet 
sort  for  life,  and  sailed  wilh  me  on  a  thoui 
voyagee ;— and  Ibr  riilcs,  I  have  enough  of 
and  -ijim  may  see,  when  you  will,  which  cai 

imelhing  in  the  lone  with  ' 
w  atmck    Mordaunt  aimngl 

cf  lid  sew  hia  surprise,  came  ( 

hi  in  a  lowtone  of  voice  :-"Hi 

at  indoul  of  each  other's  sails 

sL  Qe  sea-beach,  and  a  brace  o 

IK  nakingourodds  even." 

[iderstand  you.  Captain  C 

luppoK  you  do,— I  did  n< 

Eiid  the  C vtain :  and,  tumi 
_., Qe  tiiBt  resembled  a  sneer. 


hun  with  animated  features^ 


rifles  and  sixty  yards  of  sc 


IS.  who 
that  • 


'  If  these  twn  lads 
r  a  miectiief,  thnir  fa  no  faith 
ordaunt  eaves  Cleveland, ~wel 
-equital,  baa  turned  all  the  su 
■  e  of  ihe  ho 

ver  allowed 


ioQS  Dryden— aaintcd  John,— 

EagVB4etm  tirtbfln  melAHC^Ir  tlkoothu. 
Saint  Joim,  or  Sauit  Jamee  either,  ma 
Dn  in  the  matter."  said  Eric:  "fori  thin 
-.  .hem  lived  in  Zetland.  I  only  ny,  thai 
faith  in  old  sawa,  these  two  lads  will  do  esc 
mischiefj  and  if  they  do,  I  trust  it  will  ligbi 
daunt  Hertoun." 

"And  why,  Eric  Scambeater,"  said  Halci 
and  angrily,     should  you  wish  ill  to  that  p< 

P,._  .c..: >■  My  of  ibeotherl" 

ose  the  ford    as  he 

rHordaunl,iBallforw 

'  a  father:  now  CapIB 

IS  lis  glass,  [ike  an  hont 

and  in  thine  own  t 
IS  «aking  oS"  their  com 

to„  „-    .-, Burgh- Weat^a^  lo  w 

guests  of  Magnus  were  now  letumiag,  di 
as  thsf  went,  with  much  animation,  the  va 
cideniB  of  Iheir  attack  opon  the  whale,  ii 


GO 


TH£  PIRATE. 


[Crap.  XVni 


Ultle  scandaliied  that  it  should  hare  baffled  all  their 
exertions. 

"  I  hope  Captain  Donderdrecht  of  the  Eintracht  of 
Rotterdam  will  never  hear  of  it,"  said  Magnus ;  **  he 
would  swear,  donner  and  blitzen,  we  were  only  fit  to 
fish  flounders."* 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

And  helter-akelter  ha?«  I  rode  to  thee, 
And  tidlnft  do  I  briof .  and  luckj  jors, 
And  golden  times,  ana  happy  news  of  price. 

Ancient  PUtoL 

FoBiTNE,  who  seems  at  times  to  bear  a  conscience, 
owed  the  hospitable  Udaller  some  amends,  and  ac- 
cordingly repaid  to  Burgh- Westra  the  disappointment 
occasioned  by  the  unsuccessful  whale-nshing,  by 
sending  thither,  on  the  evening  of  the  day  in  which 
that  incident  happened,  no  less  a  person  than  the  jag- 

g}r,  or  travelUng  merchant,  as  he  styled  himself, 
ryoe  Snaildbot.  who  arrived  in  great  pomp,  himself 
on  one  pony,  and  his  pack  of  goods,  swelled  to  neariy 
double  Its  usual  size,  forming  the  burden  of  another, 
which  was  led  by  a  bare-headed  bare-legged  boy. 

As  Bryce  announced  himself  ihe  bearer  of  important 
Dews,  he  was  introduced  to  the  dining  apartment, 
where  (for  that  primitive  age  was  no  respecter  of  per- 
sons) he  was  permitted  to  sit  down  at  a  side-table, 
and  amply  supplied  with  provisions  and  good  liquor: 
while  toe  attentive  hospitality  of  Magnus  permitted 
no  questions  to  be  put  to  him.  until,  his  hunger  and 
thirst  appeased,  he  anncnmced,  with  the  sense  of  im- 
portance attached  to  distant  travels  that  he  had  just 
yesterday  arrived  at  Lerwick  from  Kirkwall,  the  capi- 
tal of  Orkney,  and  would  have  been  here  yesterday, 
but  it  blew  hard  off  the  Fitful-head. 

"We  had  no  wind  here,"  said  Magnus. 

"  There  is  somebody  has  not  been  sleeping,  then," 
said  the  pedlar,  "  ana  her  name  begins  with  N ;  but 
Heaven  is  above  all." 

"But  the  news  from  Orkney,  Bryce,  instead  of 
croaking  about  a  capful  of  windl" 

"  Such  news,"  replied  Bryc^  "  as  has  not  been  heard 
this  thirty  years— not  since  Cromwell's  time." 

"There  is  not  another  Revolution,  is  there?"  said 
Halcro ;  "  King  James  has  not  come  back,  as  bUthe 
as  King  Charlie  did,  has  he  7" 

"  It's  news,"  replied  the  pedlar,  "  that  are  worth 
twenty  kings,  and  kingdoms  to  boot  of  them ;  for  what 
good  did  the  evolutions  ever  do  us  ?  and  I  dare  say  we 
have  seen  a  dozen,  great  and  sma'." 

"  Are  any  Indiameneome  north  about  1"  said  Mag- 
nus Troil. 

"  Ye  are  nearer  the  mark,  Fowd."  said  the  jagger ; 
"but  it  is  nae  Indiaman,  but  a  gallant  armed  vessel, 
chokeful  of  merchandise,  that  they  part  with  so  easy 
that  a  decent  man  like  mysell  can  afibrd  to  give  the 
country  the  best  pennyworths  you  ever  saw ;  and  that 
you  will  say,  when  I  open ,  that  pack,  for  I  count  to 
carry  it  back  another  sort  lighter  than  when  I  brought 
it  here." 

"  Ay,  ay,  Bryce,"  said  the  Udaller,  "  you  must  have 
had  good  bargains  if  you  sell  cheap ;  but  what  ship 
was  It  r 

"  Cannot  justly  say— I  spoke  to  nobody  but  the 
captain  who  was  a  discreet  man ;  but  she  had  been 
down  on  the  Spanish  Main,  for  she  has  silks  and 
satins,  and  tobacco.  I  warrant  you.  and  .wine,  and  no 
lack  of  sugar,  and  oonny-walhes  baith  of  silver  and 

gowd^  ana  a  boimie  dnxlging  of  gold  dust  into  the 
argam." 

"What  like  was  she  V*  said  Cleveland,  who  seemed 
to  give  much  attention. 

^*A  stout  ship,"  said  the  itinerant  merchant, 
"  schooner-rigged,  sails  like  a  dolphin,  they  say,  car- 
ries twelve  guns,  and  is  pierced  for  twenty." 

"  Did  you  hear  the  captain's  name  7"  said  Cleveland, 
peaking  rather  lower  than  his  usual  tone. 

"  I  just  ca'd  him  the  Captain,"  replied  Bryce  Snails- 
foot  ;  "  for  I  make  it  a  rule  never  to  ask  Questions  of 
them  I  deal  with  in  the  way  of  trade ;  for  there  is 
many  an  honest  captain,  begging  your  pardon,  Cap- 

'The  eonteet  about  the  whale  will  remind  ttm  poeUosI 
iMder  of  Wailer**  Battle  of  the  Saminer  lelanda 


tain  ClevelandL,  that  does  not  care  to  have  h»  name 
tacked  to  his  title;  and  aF  ^ng  as  we  ken  what  bar- 
gains we  are  making,  what  signifies  it  wha,  we  are 
making  them  wi',  ye  ken  7" 

"  Bryce  Snailsioot  is  a  cautious  man,"  said  the 
Udaller,  laughing;  "he  knows  a  fool  may  ask  man 
questions  than  a  wise  man  cares  to  answer." 


uphold  this  gentleman  to  be  a  gallant  commaDder— 
ay,  and  a  kind  one  too :  for  every  one  of  his  crew  is 
as  brave  in  apparel  as  himself  nearly— the  very  fore- 
mast-men have  their  silken  scarfs ;  I  have  seen  many 
a  lady  wear  a  warse,  and  think  hersell  nae  sma'  dhns 
—ana  for  siller  buttons,  and  buckles,  and  the  lave  of 
sic  vanities,  there  is  nae  end  of  them." 

"  Idiots !"  muttered  Cleveland  between  his  te^ ; 
and  then  added,  "1  suppose  they  are  often  asfaoi^  to 
show  all  their  bravery  to  the  lasses  of  Kirkwall  T 

"Ne'er  a  bit  of  that  are  they.  The  Captain  wiU 
scarce  let  them  stir  ashore  without  the  boatsvaincD 
in  the  boat— as  rough  a  tarpaulin  as  ever  svabb'd  a 
deck — and  you  may  as  weel  catch  a  cat  witboot  b« 
claws,  as  him  without  his  cudass  and  his  double  fanee 
of  pistols  about  him ;  every  man  stands  as  much  m 
awe  of  him  as  of  the  commander  himselL" 

"  That  must  be  Hawkins,  or  the  devil,"  said  Cleve- 
land. 

"Aweel,  Captain,"  replied  the  jagger,  "be  he  the 
tane  or  the  tither,  or  a  wee  bit  o*  baitn.  mind  it  is  foa 
that  give  him  these  names,  and  not ..  * 

"Why,  Captain  Cleveland,"  said  the  Udaller,  "thii 
mayprove  the  very  consort  you  spoke  ot" 

*  lliey  must  have  had  some  good  luck,  then,"  said 
Cleveland,  "  to  put  them  in  better  plight  than  when  I 
leift  them.— Did  they  speak  of  having  lost  their  ood- 
sort,  pedlar  7" 

"  In  troth  did  they,"  said  Bryce ;  "  that  is,  they  said 
something  about  a  partner  that  had  gone  down  to 
Davie  Jones  in  these  seas." 

"  And  did  you  tell  them  what  you  knew  of  berf 
sakl  the  Udaller. 

"  And  wha  the  deevil  wad  hae  been  the  fiile,  then," 
said  the  pedlar,  "  that  I  suld  sav  sae  7  When  they  kead 
what  came  of  the  ship,  the  next  question  wad  bate 
b(E«n  about  the  cargo,— and  ye  wad  not  have  had  me 
bring  down  an  armed  vessel  on  the  coast,  to  hanie  the 
poor  folk  about  a  wheen  rags  of  duds  that  the  set 
nung  upon  their  shores  7" 

"  Besides,  what  might  have  been  found  in  yoor  owd 
pack,  you  scoundrel!"  said  Magnus  Troil;  an  ob- 
servation which  produced  a  loud  laugh. ,  The  Udaller 
could  not  help  joining  in  the  hilarity  which  applauded 
his  jest ;  but  instantly  composing  his  countenance,  he 
said,  in  an  unusually  grave  tone,  "You  may  lauch, 
my  friends ;  but  this  is  a  matter  which  brings  boin  a 
curse  ana  a  shame  on  the  county ;  and  till  we  lesra 
to  regard  the  rights  of  them  that  suffer  by  the  winds 
and  waves,  we  shall  deserve  to  be  oppressed  and  ba^ 
ridden,  as  we  have  been  and  are,  by  the  supebof 
strength  of  the  strangers  who  rule  us." 

The  company  hung  their  heads  at  the  rebuke  of 
Magnus  Troil.  Perhaps  some,  even  of  the  beuer 
class,  might  be  conscience  struck  on  their  own  ttt- 
count ;  and  all  of  them  were  sensible  that  the  aQ|«- 
tite  for  plunder,  on  the  part  of  the  tenants  aixl  ts- 
feriors,  was  not  at  all  times  restrained  with  snfficMDi 
strictness.  But  Cleveland  made  answer  gayly,  "If 
these  honest  fellows  be  my  comrades,  I  will  answer 
for  them  that  they  will  never  trouble  the  ctnmnj 
about  a  parcel  of  chests,  hammocks,  and  such  trom- 
pery,  that  the  Roost  may  have  washed  ashore  out  of 
my  poor  sloop.  What  signifies  to  them  whether  tk 
trash  went  to  Bryce  Snailsfoot,  or  to  the  bottom,  or 
to  the  devil  7  So  unbuckle  thy  pack,  Bryce,  and 
show  the  ladies  thy  cargo,  and  oerhaps  wne  may  sv 
something  that  wiQ  please  them. 

"  It  cannnot  be  his  consort,"  said  Brenda,  in  t 
whisper  to  her  sister;  "he  would  have  shown  omr 
joy  at  her  appearance." 

"  It  must  oe  the  vessel,"  answered  Minna ;  **  I  saw 
his  eye  glisten  at  the  thought  of  being  again  onited  to 
the  partner  of  his  dangers/' 
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''PerhsM  it  gliitened,"  said  her  nster,  atill  apart, 
*'  at  the  thought  of  leavmff  Zetland ;  it  ia  difficmt  to 
goeaa  the  thoufi^t  of  the  heart  iiom  the  glance  of  the 
eye." 

"  Judge  not.  at  least,  unkindly  of  a  friend's  thou^t," 
said  Blinna;  and  then,  Brenda,  if  you  are  mistwen, 
the  fault  rests  not  with  you." 

DuiinK  this  dialogue.  Bryoe  Snailsfoot  was  busied 
in  uncouing  the  carefully  arranged  cordage  of  his 
pack,  which  amounted  to  six  good  yards  of  dressed 
seal-skin,  curiously  complicated  ana  secured  by  ail 
manner  of  knots  and  buckles.  He  was  consider- 
ably interrupted  in  the  task  by  the  Udaller  and 
others,  who  pressed  him  with  questions  respecting 
the  stranger  vesseL 

"Were  the  officers  often  ashore?  and  how  were 
they  received  by  the  people  of  KirkwalH"  said  Mag- 
nus TroiL 

"Excellently  well,"  answered  Bryce  Snailsfoot; 
"and  the  Captain  and  one  or  two  of  his  men  had 
been  at  some  of  the  vanities  and  dances  which  went 
forward  in  the  town ;  but  there  had  been  some  word 
about  customs,  or  king's  duties,  or  the  like  and  some 
of  the  higher  folk,  that  took  upon  them  as  magis- 
trates, or  the  like,  had  had  wonis  with  the  Captain, 
and  he  refused  to  satisfy  them ;  and  then  it  is  like  he 
was  more  coldly  looked  on,  and  he  spoke  of  carrying 
the  ship  roimd  to  Stromneas,  or  the  Langhooe,  for 
she  lay  under  the  guns  of  the  battery  at  Kirkwall. 
But  he"  (Bryce)  "thought  she  wad  bide  at  Kirkwall 
till  the  summer-fare  was  over,  for  all  that" 

"The  Oikney  gentry,"  said  Magnus  Troil,  "  are  al- 
ways in  a  hurry  to  draw  the  Scotch  collar  tighter 
round  their  own  necks.  Is  it  not  enoiwh  that  we 
must  pay  scat  and  wattU^  which  were  all  the  public 
dues  under  our  old  Norse  government ;  but  must  they 
come  over  us  with  king's  dues  and  customs  besides? 
It  is  the  part  of  an  honest  man  to  realBt  these  things. 
I  have  done  so  all  my  life,  and  will  do  so  to  the  end 
of  it" 

There  was  a  loud  jubilee  and  shout  of  applause 
among  the  guests,  who  were  (some  of  them  at  least) 
better  pleased  with  Magnus  Troil's  latitudinarian 
principles  with  respect  to  the  public  revenue,  (which 
were  extremely  natural  to  those  living  in  so  secluded 
a  situation,  and  subjected  to  many  additional  exac- 
tions,) than  they  had  been  with  the  rigour  of  his 
judgment  on  the  subject  of  wrecked  goods.  But 
Minna's  inexperienced  feelings  carried  ner  farther 
than  her  father,  while  she  whispered  to  Brenda,  not 
unheard  by  Cleveland,  that  the  tame  snirit  of  the 
Orcadians  nad  missed  every  chance  which  late  inci- 
dents had  given  them  to  emancipate  these  islands 
from  the  Scottish  yoke. 

"  Why,"  she  said,  "  should  we  not,  under  so  many 
dianges  as  late  times  have  introduced,  have  seized 
the  opportunity  to  shake  off  an  aUepance  which  is 
not  justly  due  from  us,  and  to  return  to  the  protection 
of  Denmark,  our  parent  country?  Why  should  we 
yet  hesitate  to  do  this,  but  that  the  gentry  of  Orkney 
nave  mixed  families  and  friendshio  so  much  with  our 
invader^  that  they  have  become  dead  to  the  throb  of 
the  hcnroic  Norse  blood,  which  they  derived  from  their 
ancestors?" 

The  latter  part  of  this  patriotic  speech  happened  to 
reach  the  astonished  ears  of  our  friend  Tiptolemus, 
who,  having  a  aincere  devotion  for  the  Protestant 
succession,  and  the  R;evolution  as  established,  was 
surprised  into  the  ejaculation, "  as  the  old  cock  crows 
the  young  cock  learns— hen,  I  should  say,  mistress, 
and  I  crave  your  pardon  if  I  say  any  thing  amiss  in 
either  gender.  But  it  is  a  happy  country  where  the 
father  declares  against  the  kinfrs  customs,  and  the 
daughter  against  the  king's  crown !  and,  in  my  iudg- 
ment,  it  can  end  in  naethmg  but  trees  and  tows.^' 

"  Trees  are  scarce  among  us,"  said  Magnus ;  "  and 
for  ropes,  we  need  them  for  our  rigging,  and  cannot 
spare  them  to  be  shirt-collars." 

"  And  whoever,"  saki  the  Captain,  "  takes  uinbrage 
at  what  this  young  lady  says,  nad  better  keep  his  ears 
and  tongue  for  a  safer  employment  than  aim  an  ad- 
venture/' 
"Ay,  ay,"  said  Triptolemus,  "it  helps  the  matter 

mudi  to  wpetk  truths,  whilk  an  as  unwelcome  to  a 


proud  stomach  as  wet  clover  to  a  cow's,  in  a  land 
where  lads  are  ready  to  draw  the  whittle  if  a  lassie 
but  tooks  awry.  But  what  manners  are  to  be  ex- 
pected in  a  country  where  folk  call  a  pleugh-sock  a 
markal?" 

"Hark  ve.  Master  Yellowley,"  said  the  Captain, 
smiling,  I  hope  my  manners  are  not  among  those 
abuses  which  you  come  hither  to  reform ;  any  experi- 
ment on  them  may  be  dangerous." 

"As  weU  as  duficult,"  said  Triptolemus,  dryly; 
"but  fear  nothing.  Captain  Cleveland,  from  my  re- 
monstrances. My  labours  regard  the  men  and  things 
of  the  earth,  and  not  the  men  and  things  of  the  sea,— 
you  are  not  of  my  element" 

"  Let  us  be  friends,  then,  old  clod-compeller,"  said 
the  Captain. 

.  "Clod-comoeller  1"  said  the  a^^culturist  bethink- 
ing himself  oi  the  lore  of  his  earher  days ;  "  Clod-com- 
peller pro  cloud-compeller,  Nc^XirxcMra  Zc«5—  Ch-ct- 
cum  e»^,— in  which  voyage  came  you  by  that  phrase?" 

"I  have  travelled  books  as  well  as  seas  in  my  day," 
said  the  Captain ;  "  but  my  last  voyages  have  been  of 
a  sort  to  make  me  forget  my  early  cniizes  through 
classic  knowledge.— Bur  come  here,  Bryce— hast  cast 
off  the  lashing?— Come  all  hands,  and  let  us  see  if  he 
has  aught  in  ms  cargo  that  is  worth  loolwig  upon." 

With  a  proud,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a  wily  smile, 
did  the  crafty  pedlar  display  a  collection  of  wares  far 
superior  to  those  which  usually  filled  his  packages, 
and.  in  particular,  some  stuffs  and  embroideries,  oi 
such  beauty  and  curiosity,  fringed,  flowered,  and 
worked,  with  such  art  and  magnificence,  upon  fo- 
reign and  arabesque  patterns,  that  the  sight  might 
have  dazzled  a  far  more  brilliant  company  than  the 
simple  raoeof  Thule.  All  beheld  and  admved,  while 
Mistress  Baby  Yellowley,  holding  up  her  handjs,  pro- 
tested it  was  a  sin  even  to  look  upon  such  extrava- 
gance, and  worse  then  murder  so  much  as  to  ask  the 
price  of  them. 

Others,  however,  were  more  courageous ;  and  the 
prices  demanded  by  the  merchant^  if  they  were  not,  as 
he  himself  declared,  something  iiist  more  than  no- 
thing—short only  of  an  absolute  free  gift  of  his  wares, 
were  nevertheless  so  moderate,  as  to  show  that  he 
himself  must  have  made  an  easy  acquisition  of  the 
gixxls,  judging  by  the  rate  at  which  he  offered  to  part 
with  them.  Accordingly,  the  cheapness  of  the  arti- 
cles created  a  rapid  sale ;  for  In  Zetland,  as  well  as 
elsewhere,  wise  folk  buy  more  from  the  prudential 
desire  to  secure  a  good  bargain,  than  from  any  real 
occasion  for  the  purchase.  The  Lady  Glowrowrum 
bought  seven  petticoata  and  twelve  stomachers  on 
this  sole  principle,  and  other  matrons  present  rivalled 
her  in  this  sagacious  species  of  economy.  The  Udal- 
ler was  also  a  considerable  purchaser ;  but  the  princi- 
pal customer  for  whatever  could  please  the  eye  of 
beauty,  was  the  gsUant  Captain  Cleveland,  who  rum- 
maged the  jaggers  stores  in  selecting  presents  for  the 
ladies  of  the  party,  in  which  Minna  and  Brenda  Troil 
were  especially  remembered. 

"  I  fear,"  said  Magnus  Troil,  "  that  the  young  wo- 
men are  to  consider  these  pretty  presents  as  Keep- 
sakes, and  that  all  this  Uberality  is  only  a  sure  sign  we 
are  soon  to  lose  you  ?" 

This  question  seemed  to  embarrass  him  to  whom  it 
was  put 

"  I  scarce  know,"  he  said  with  some  hesitation, 
"  whether  this  vessel  is  my  consort  or  no— I  must 
take  a  trip  to  Kirkwall  to  make  sure  of  that  matter, 
and  then  I  hope  to  return  to  Dunrossness  to  bid  you 
all  farewell" 

"  In  that  case/'  said  the  Udaller,  after  a  moment's 
pause, "  I  think  I  may  carry  you  thither.  I  should  be 
at  the  Kirkwall  fair,  to  settle  with  the  merchants  I 
have  consigned  my  nsh  to,  and  I  have  oAen  promised 
Minna  and  Brenda  that  they  should  see  the  fair.  Per^ 
haps  also  your  consort,  or  these  strangers,  whoever 
they  be.  may  have  some  merchandise  that  will  suit 
me.  I  love  to  see  my  rigging-loft  wdl  stocked  with 
goods^  almoat  as  much  as  to  see  it  full  of  dancers. 
We  will  go  to  Orkney  in  my  own  brig,  and  I  can  offer 
you  a  hammock,  if  you  will 

The  ofier  seemed  so  acceptable  to  Cleveland,  that, 
after  pouring  himself  forth  in  thanka,  he  teemed  de- 


62 


THE  PIRATE. 


[Chap.  XVIIL 


termioed  to  mark  his  joy  by^ezhaoflting  Brjrce  Snails- 
foot's  treasures  in  liberality  to  the  comoany.  The 
contents  of  a  purse  of  gold  were  transferrea  to  the  ja^ 
aer,  with  a  facility  ana  indiffere^ice  on  the  part  of  its 
former  owner  which  argued  either  the  sreatest  profu- 
sion, or  consciousness  of  superior  amTinezhaustible 
wealth ;  so  that  Baby  whispiaed  to  her  brother,  that, 
"if  he  could  afford  to  fling  away  money  at  this  rate, 
the  lad  had  made  a  better  voyage  in  a  broken  shi^ 
than  all  the  skippers  of  Dundee  had  made  in  thcar 
haill  anes  for  a  twelvemonth  past" 

But  the  angrv  feeline  in  which  she  made  this  re- 
mark was  mucn  moluned,  when  Cleveland,  whose 
object  it  seemed  that  evening  to  be,  to  buy  golden 
opmions  of  all  sorts  of  men,  approached  her  with  a 
^rment  somewhat  resembling  in  shape  the  Scottish 
plaid,  but  woven  of  a  sort  of  wool  so  soft,  that  it  felt  to 
the  touch  as  if  it  were  composed  of  eiderdown.  "Thi&" 
he  said,  "was  a  part  of  a  Spanish  lady's  dress,  called  a 
mantiUtt:  as  it  would  exactly  fit  the  size  of  Mrs. 
Baby  Yellowley,  and  was  very  well  suited  for  the 
fogs  of  the  climate  of  Zetland,  he  entreated  her  to 
wear  it  for  his  sake."  The  lady,  with  as  much  con- 
descending sweetness  as  her  countenance  was  able  to 
express,  not  only  consented  to  receive  this  mark  of 
eallantry,  but  permitted  the  donor  to  arranaa  the  man- 
tilla upon  her  projecting  and  bony  shoulaer  blades, 
where,  said  Claud^Halcro,  "  it  hung,  for  all  the  world, 
as  if  it  had  been  stretched  betwixt  a  couple  of  cloak- 
pms.' 

While  the  Captain  was  performing  this  piece  of 
courtesy,  much  to  the  entertainment  ox  the  company, 
which.  It  may  be  presumed,  was  his  principal  object 
firom  the  beginning.  Mordaunt  Mertoun  made  pur- 
chase of  a  small  ^Iden  chaplet,  with  the  private  in- 
tention of  presentmg  it  to  Brenda,  when  lie  should 
find  an  opportunity.  The  price  was  fixed,  and  the 
article  laid  aside.  Claud  Halcro  also  showed  some 
desire  of  possessing  a  silver  box  of  antione  shape,  for 
depositing  tobacco,  which  he  was  in  the  habit  ox  using 
in  considerable  quantity.  But  the  bard  seldom  had 
current  coin  in  promptitude,  and,  indeed,  in  his  wan- 
dering way  of  life,  had  little  occasion  for  any ;  and 
Bryce,  on  the  other  h^nd,  his  having  been  hitherto  a 
ready-money  trade,  protested,  that  ms  very  moderate 
profits  imon  such  rare  and  choice  articles,  would  not 
allow  of  his  afibrding  credit  to  the  purchaser.  Mor- 
daunt gathered  the  import  of  this  conversation  from 
the  mode  in  which  they  whispered  together,  while  the 
bard  seemed  to  advimce  a  wishful  finapor  towards  the 
box  in  question,  ana  the  cautious  pedlar  detained  it 
with  the  weight  of  his  whole  hand,  as  if  he  had  been 
afraid  it  would  literally  make  itself  wings,  and  fly  into 
Claud  Halcro's  pocket.  Mordaunt  Ifertoun  at  this 
moment,  desuous  to  gratify  an  old  acquaintance,  laid 
the  price  of  the  box  on  the  table,  and  said  he  would 
not  permit  master  Halcro  to  purchase  that  box,  as 
he  had  settled  in  his  own  mind  to  make  him  a  pre- 
sent of  it 

"  I  cannot  think  of  robbing  you,  my  dear  young 
friend."  said  the  poet ;  "but  the  txuth  is,  that  that 
same  box  does  remind  me  strangely  of  glorious  John's, 
out  of  which  I  had  the  honour  to  take  a  pinch  at  the 
Wits'  CofTeehouse,  for  which  I  think  more  highly  of 
nur  right-hand  finger  and  thumb  than  any  other  part 
of^my  body ;  only  you  must  allow  me  to  pay  you  back 
the  price  when  my  Urkaster  stock-fish  come  to  mar- 
ket*^ 

"  Settle  that  as  you  Hke  betwixt  you,"  said  the  jag- 
ger  takine  up  Mordaunt's  money;  "the  box  is  bought 
and  sold."^ 

"  And  how  dare  vou  sell  over  again,"  sakl  Captain 
Cleveland,  suddenly  ioteriering^  '^what  you  already 
have  sold  to  me  T* 

All  were  suipiised  at  this  inteijection,  which  was 
hastily  made,  as  Cleveland,  having  turned  fimn  Mis- 
tress Baby,  had  become  suddenly,  and,  as  it  seemed, 
not  without  emotion^  aware  what  articles  Bryce 
SnaUsfoot  was  now  dispoaM  of.  To  this  short  and 
fierce  question,  the  jagger,  afraid  to  contodict  a  cus- 
tomer  of  his  description,  answered  only  by  stammer- 
ing that  the  "  Lord  knew  he  meant  nae<menoe." 

""How,  sir!  no  oflfencel"  said  the  seamaa  "and 
dispose  of  my  property  T  extending  his  band  at  the 


same  time  to  the  box  and  chaplet;  restore  the  younx 
gentleman's  money,  and  learn  to  keep  your  coone  on 
the  meridian  of  honesty." 

The  jagger,  confused  and  reluctant,  polled  out  his 
leathern  pouch  to  repay  to  Mordaunt  the  moner  he 
had  just  deposited  in  it ;  but  the  youth  was  not  to  be 
so  satisfied. 

"The  articles,"  he  ssid,  "were  bought  and  sold- 
these  were  your  own  words,  Bnrce  Snailifoot,  io 
Master  Halcro's  hearing ;  and  I  will  suiier  neither  yoa 
nor  any  other  to  deprive  me  of  my  propjerty." 

"  Ybttr  property,  young  man f'  said  Cleveland; 
"It  is  mine,—!  spoke  to  Brvce  respectmg  them  an 
instant  before  I  turned  from  the  table." 

"I— I— I  had  not  just  heard  distinctly,"  said  Bryce, 
evidently  unwilling  to  offend  either  party. 

"Come,  come,"  sakl  theUdaller,  "*  we  will  have  no 
quarrelling  about  baubles:  we  shall  be  summoiied 
presently  to  the  rigging-lort,"  so  he  used  to  call  the 
apartment  used  as  a  ball-room,—"  and  we  nrast  all 

S)  in  good-humour.    The  things  shall  remain  witii 
ryce  for  to-night,  and  to-morrow  I  vrill  myself  aettle 
whom  they  shall  belong  to." 

The  laws  of  the  Udailer  in  his  own  house  were  ab- 
solute as  those  of  the  Medes.  The  two  ymii%  men, 
regarding  each  other  with  looks  of  sullen  diapleaaine, 
drew  oflfm  diffisrent  directions. 

It  is  seldom  that  the*8Qcond  day  of  a  proloaged  fta- 
tival  equals  the  first  The  spirits,  as  well  as  tbeliml^ 
are  jaded,  and  unequal  to  the  renewed  expenditmeaf 
animation  and  exertion^  and  the  dance  at  Boipn 
Westra  was  sustained  with  much  leas  mirth  than  on 
the  preceding  evening.  It  was  ye\  an  hour  from  mid- 
night, when  even  the  reluctant  Magnus  Troil,  after 
regretting  the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  and  wuhiag 
he  could  transfuse  into  the  modem  Hialtlandensome 
of  the  vigour  which  still  animated  his  own  fhinft 
found  himself  compelled  to  give  the  signal  for  geneni 
retreat 

Just  as  this  took  place,  Halcro.  leading  Monmint 
Mertoun  a  little  aside,  said  he  had  a  mesaage  to  him 
fiiom  Captain  Cleveland. 

"A  message!"  sakl  Mordaunt,  his  heart  beating 
somewhat  thick  as  he  spoke — "A  challenge,  I  aop- 
poser 

"A  challenge!"  repeated  Halcro;  "who  ever  heard 
of  a  challenge  in  our  quiet  islands?  Do  yoo  thiu 
that  I  kK>k  like  a  carrier  of  challenges,  and  to  yoo  of 
all  men  living  1—1  am  none  of  those  fighting  fbola,  as 
glorious  John  calls  them ;  and  it  was  not  quite  a  mes- 
sage I  had  to  deliver— only  thus  far— this  Captao 
Cleveland,  I  find,  bath  set  his  heart  i^on  havof 
these  articles  you  looked  at" 

"  He  shall  not  have  them,  I  swear  to  yoo,"  repan 
Mordaunt  Motoun. 

"  Nay,  but  hear  me,"  said  Halcro ;  "  it  seems  that, 
by  the  marks  or  arms  that  are  upon  them,  he  knows 
that  they  were  formeriy  his  property.  Now,  were  yw 
to  give  me  the  box,  as  you  promised.  I  fairiy  tell  yoo, 
I  should  flive  the  nian  back  his  own.'' 

"  And  Brenda  mightdo  the  like^"  thought  Mordannt 
to  himself;  and  mstantly  replied  aloud,  "1  have 
thotigfat  better  of  it,  my  fsend.  Captain  ClevBlaod 
shall  nave  the  toys  he  sets  such  store  by,  but  it  iioe 
one  sole  condition." 

"Nay,  yon  will  spoil  all  with  your  conditions,"  aeid 
Halcro ;  "for,  as  glorious  John  says,  oonditioni  are 
but** 

"  Hear  me,  I  say,  with  patience.— My  conditioDK 
that  he  keeps  the  toys  in  exchange  for  the  rifle-gim  I 
accepted  from  him,  which  will  leave  no  obligation  be 
tween  us  on  either  side,'*  , 

"  I  see  where  yon  would  be— this  is  Sebastian  and 
Dorax  all  over.  Well,  you  may  let  the  jaffier  uiov 
he  is  to  deliver  the  things  to  Cleveland— I  think  be  if 
mad  to  have  them— and  I  will  let  Cleveland  x»oiw 
the  conditions  annexed,  otherwise  honest  Bnroe  mign< 
come  by  two  pajrments  instead  of  one ;  and  I  beoete 
his  oonsdenoe  would  not  choke  upon  it" 

With  these 'words,  Halcro  went  to  seek  outCleve 
land,  while  Mordaunt,  observii^  Snailsfoot  wno^  ai 
a  sort  of  privileged  person,  had  thrust  himself  into  tlie 
crowd  at  the  bottom  of  th^  dancing-room,  wep.tnpjo 
him,  and  gave  him  directions  to  deliver  the  disputed 
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trddes  to  Cleveland  as  soon  as  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity. 

''Ye  aie  in  the  right,  Maister  Mordaunt,"  said  the 
jagger ;  "  ye  are  a  prudent  and  a  eensihle  lad— a  calm 
answer  turoeth  away  wrath— and  mysell,  I  sail  be 
willing  to  please  you  in  ony  trifling  matters  in  ray 
sma'  way ;  for  between  the  Udaller  of  Burgh- Westra 
and  Captain  Cleveland,  a  man  ia^  as  it  were,  atween 
thedeii  and  the  deep  sea:  and  it  was  like  that  the 
Udaller,  in  the  end,  would  nave  taken  your  part  in  the 
diroute,  for  he  is  a  man  that  loves  justice." 

*' Which  apparently  you  care  very  Uttle  about.  Mas- 
ter Snailsfoot,"  said  Mordaunt,  "otherwise  there 
could  have  beeii  no  dispute  whatever,  the  ri^t  being 
so  clearly  on  my  side,  u  you  had  pleased  to  Dear  wit- 
ness according  to  the  dictates  of  truth." 

"  Maister  Mordaunt,"  said  the  jagger,  "  I  must  own 
there  was,  as  it  were,  a  colouring  or  shadow  of  justice 
on  your  side;  but  then,  thejustice  that  I  meddle  with, 
is  only  justice  in  the  way  or  trade,  to  have  an  ellwand 
of  due  length,  if  it  be  not  something  worn  out  with 
leaning  on  it  in  my  lang  and  painful  journeys,  and  to 
buy  and  sell  by  just  wei^t  and  measure,  twenty-four 
merks  to  the  bspund ;  but  I  have  nothing  to  do,  to  do 
justice  betwixt  man  and  man,  like  a  Fowd  or  a  Law- 
riaht-man  at  a  lawting  lang  syne." 

No  one  asked  you  to  do  so,  but  only  to^ve  evi- 
dence according  to  vour  conscience,"  rephed  Mor- 
daunt, not  greatly  pleased  either  with  the  part  the 
jagger  had  acted  during  the  dispute,  or  the  construc- 
tion which  he  seemed  to  put  on  his  own  motives  for 
yielding  up  the  point 

But  Bryce  Snailsfoot  wanted  not  his  answer;  "My 
conscience,"  he  said,  "  Maister  Mordaunt,  is  as  tender 
as  ony  man's  in  my  degree ;  but  she  is  something  of  a 
timersome  nature,  cannot  abide  angry  folk,  and  can 
never  speak  above  her  breath,  when  there  is  aught  of 
a  frav  going  forward.  Indeed,  she  hath  at  all  times  a 
smal]  and  low  voice." 

'*  Which  you  are  not  much  in  the  habit  of  listening 
to."  said  Mordaunt. 

There  is  that  on  jrour  ain  breast  that  proves  the 
contraryi"  said  Bryce,  resolutely. 

"In  my  breast  1"  said  Mordant,  somewhat  angrily, 
—"what  know  I  of  you 7" 

"I  said  on  your  breast,  Maister  Mordaunt,  and  not 
in  it.  I  am  sure  nae  eye  that  looks  on  that  waistcoat 
upon  your  own  gallant  brisket,  but  will  say,  that  the 
merchant  who  sold  such  a  niece  for  four  dollars  had 
justice  and  conscience,  and  a  Rind  heart  to  a  customer 
to  the  boot  of  a|  that ;  sae  ye  shouldna  be  sae  thrawart 
wi'  me  for  having  spared  the  breath  of  my  mouth  in 
a  fool's  quarrel." 

"I  thrawart f  said  Mordaunt:  "pooh,  you  silly 
man  f  I  have  no  auarrel  with  you." 

"I  am  glad  oi  it"  said  the  travelling  merchant; 
"  I  will  quarrel  with  no  man,  with  mjr  will— least  of 
all  with  an  old  customer ;  and  if  you  will  walk  by  my 
advic&  vou  will  quarrel  nane  with  Captain  Cleveiano. 
He  is  like  one  of  3ron  cutters  and  alaishers  that  have 
come  into  Kirkwall,  that  think  as  little  of  slicing  a 
man,  as  we  do  of  flinching  a  whale— it's  their  trade  to 
fisht,  and  they  hve  by  it ;  and  they  have  the  advantage 
of  the  like,  or  you,  that  only  take  it  up  at  your  own 
band,  and  in  the  way  of  pastime,  when  you  hae  no- 
thing better  to  do.** 

Tne  company  had  now  almost  all  dispersed ;  and 
Mordaunt,  laughing  at  the  tagger's  caution,  bade  him 
good-night,  and  went  to  nis  own  place  of  repose, 
which  had  been  assigned  to  him  by  Eric  Scambester, 
(who  acted  the  part  of  chamberlain  as  well  as  butler,) 
in  a  smaU  room,  or  rather  closet,  in  one  of  the  out- 
housesi  furnished  for  the  occasion  with  the  hammock 
of  a  sailor. 

CHAPTER  XIX. 

I  MM  like  Difflit  from  land  to  land, 

1  havo  itimnca  power  of  ipaeoh  ; 
So  MOD  as  •'«  his  Ikco  I  no, 
I  now  the  man  tlMt  moat  hoar  me, 

To  him  mj  tale  I  teach. 

CoLBUDoa's  ium§^ik»  Amknt 

Tra  daughters  of  Maonus  Troil  shared  the  same 
bed,  m  a  chamber  which  had  been  that  of  their  parents 


before  the  death  of  their  mother.  Magnus,  who  suf- 
fered grievously  under  that  dispensation  of  Provi- 
dence, had  become  disgusted  with  the  apartment. 
The  nuptial  chamber  was  abandoned  to  the  pledges  of 
his  bereaved  aflection,  of  whom  the  eldest  was  at 
that  period  only  four  years  old,  or  thereabouts;  and 
having  been  their  nursery  in  infancy,  contmued, 
thou«p  now  tricked  and  adorned  according  to  the 
best  fashion  of  the  islands,  and  the  taste  of  the  lovely 
sisters  themselves,  to  be  their  sleeping-room,  or,  in 
the  old  Norse  dialect,  their  bower. 

It  had  been  for  many  years  the  scene  of  the  most 
intimate  confidence,  if  that  could  be  called  confidence, 
where,  in  truth,  there  was  nothing  to  be  confided; 
where  neither  sister  had  a  secret ;  and  where  every 
thought  that  had  birth  in  the  bosom  of  the  one,  was, 
without  either  hesitation  or  doubt,  confided  to  the 
other  as  qx)ntaneou8ly  as  it  had  arisen.  But,  since 
Cleveland  abode  in  the  mansion  of  Burgh-Westra, 
each  of  the  lovelv  sisters  had  entertained  thoughts 
which  are,  not  lightly  or  easily  communicated,  unless 
she  who  listens  to  them  has  previously  assured  her- 
self that  the  confidence  wiU  be  kindly  received. 
Minna  had  noticed  what  other  and  less  interested 
observere  had  been  unable  to  perceive,  that  Cleve- 
land, namely,  held  a  lower  rank  in  Brenda's  opinion 
than  in  her  own :  and  Brenda,  on  her  side,  thought 
that  Minna  had  hastily  and  unjustly  joined  in  the 

Srejudices  which  had  been  excited  against  Mor- 
aunt  Mertoun  in  the  mind  of  their  father.  Each  was 
sensible  that  ahe  was  no  longer  the  same  to  her  sis- 
ter; and  this  conviction  was  a  painful  addition  to 
other  painful  apprehensions  which  they  supposed  they 
had  to  struggle  with.  Their  maimer  towards  each 
other  was,  m  outward  appearances,  and  in  all  the 
little  cares  by  which  afiection  can  be  expressed,  even 
more  assiduously  kind  than  before,  as  if  bothl  con- 
scious that  their  mtemal  reserve  was  a  breach  ot  their 
sisterly  union,  strove  to  atone  for  it  by  double  assidui- 
ty in  those  external  marks  of  afiection.  which^  at 
other  times,  when  there  was  nothing  to  hide,  nujght 
be  omitted  without  inferring  any  consequences. 

On  the  night  referred  to  in  particular,  the  sisters 
felt  more  especially  the  decay  of  the  confidence 
which  used  to  exist  betwixt  them.  The  proposed 
voyage  to  Kirkwall,  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  fair, 
when  persons  of  every  degree  in  these  islands  repair 
thither,  either  for  busmess  or  amusemenL  was  Ukely 
to  be  an  important  incident  in  Uvea  usually  so  simple 
and  uniform  as  theire;  and,  a  few  months  ago  Min- 
na and  Brenda  would  have  been  awake  half  the 
night,  anticipating,  in  their  talk  with  each  other,  all 
that  was  likely  to  happen  on  so  momentous  an  oc- 
casion. But  now  the  subject  was  just  mentioned,  and 
sufiered  to  drop,  as  if  the  topic  was  likely  to  (miauce 
a  diflerence  betwixt  them,  oi  to  call  forth  a  moreoi>en 
display  of  their  several  opinions  than  either  was  will- 
ins  to  make  to  the  other. 

Yet  such  was  their  natural  openness  and  gentle- 
ness of  diroosition.  that  each  sister  imputed  to  her- 
self the  fault  that  there  was  aught  Uke  estrangement 
existing  between  them ;  and  when,  having  finished 
their  devotions,  and  betaken  themselves  to  their 
common 'coucIl  they  folded  each  other  in  their  arms, 
and  exchanged  a  sisterly  kiss,  and  a  sisteriy  good- 
night, they  seemed  mutually  to  ask  pardon*  and  to 
exchange  forgiveness,  although  neither  said  a  word 
of  ofience,  either  oflered  or  received ;  and  both  were 
soon  plunged  in  that  light  and  yet  profound  repose, 
which  is  only  enjoyed  when  sleep  sinks  down  on  the 
eyes  of  youth  and  innocence. 

On  the  niriit  to  which  the  story  relates,  both  sisters 
were  visitedoy  dreams,  which,  though  varied  by  the 
moods  and  habits  of  the  sleepers,  bore  yet  a  strange 
general  resemblance  to  each  other. 

Miima  dreamed  that  ahe  was  in  one  of  the  most 
lonely  recesses  of  the  beach,  called  Swartaster,  where 
the  incessant  operation  of  the  wavei^  indenting  a  cal- 
careous rock,  has  formed  a  deep  Aoiter,  which,  in  the 
language  of  the  island,  means  a  subterranean  cavern, 
into  which  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows.  Many  of  these 
run  to  an  extraordinary  and  unascertained  depth  un- 
der ground,  and  are  the  secure  retreat  of  cormorants 
and  seals,  which  it  is  neither  easy  nor  safe  to  pursue 
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to  their  extreme  recesses.  Amongst  these,  this  halier 
of  Swartaster  wos  accounted  peculiarly  inaccessible, 
and  shunned  both  by  fowlers  and  by  seamen,  on  ac- 
count of  sharp  angles  and  tumiugs  m  the  cave  itself, 
as  well  as  the  sunken  rocks  which  rendered  it  very 
dangerous  for  skif&  or  boats  to  advance  far  into  iu 
^ecially  if  there  was  the  usual  swell  of  an  island 
tide.  From  the  dark-browed  mouth  of  this  cavern, 
it  seemed  to  Minna,  in  her  dream,  that  she  beheld  a 
mermaid  issue,  not  m  the  classical  dress  of  a  Nereid, 
as  in  Claud  Halcro's  mask  of  the  preceding  evening, 
but  with  comb  and  glass  in  hand,  according  to  popu- 
lar belief^  and  lashing  the  waves  with  that  long  scaly 
train,  which,  in  the  traditions  of  the  country,  forms 
so  frightful  a  contrast  with  the  fair  face,  long  tresses, 
and  displayed  bosom,  of  a  human  and  earthly  female, 
of  surpassing  beautv.  She  seemed  to  beckon  to 
Minna,  while  her  wud  notes  rang  sadly  m  her  ear. 
and  denounced,  in  prophetic  sounds,  calamity  and 
wo. 
The  vision  of  Brenda  was  of  a  different  description, 
et  equally  melancholy.  She  sat,  as  she  thought,  in 
jer  favourite  bower,  surrounded  hy  her  father  and  a 

8 arty  of  his  most  beloved  friends,  amongst  whom 
lordaunt  Mertoun  was  not  forgotten.  She  was  re- 
quired to  sing;  and  she  strove  to  entertain  them  with 
a  lively  ditty,  m  which  she  was  accounted  eminently 
•uccessful,  and  which  she  sung  with  such  simple,  yet 
natural  humour,  as  seldom  failed  to  produce  shouts 
of  laughter  and  applause,  while  all  who  could,  or  who 
could  not  sing,  were  irresistibly  compelled  to  lend 
their  voices  to  the  chorus.  But,  on  this  occasion,  it 
seemed  as  if  her  own  voice  refiuied  all  its  usual  duty, 
and  as  if  while  she  felt  herself  unable  to  express  the 
words  or  the  well-known  air.  it  assumed,  in  her  own 
despite,  the  deep  tones  and  wild  and  melancholy  notes 
of  Noma  of  Fitful-head,  for  the  purpose  of  chanting 
•ome  vrild  Runic  rhyme,  resembling  those  sung  by 
the  heathen  priests  of  old,  when  the  victim  (too 
often  human)  was  bound  to  the  fatal  altar  of  Odin  or 
of  Thor. 

At  length  the  two  sisters  at  once  started  from  sleep, 
and,  uttering  a  low  scream  of  fear,,  clasped  them- 
selves in  eacn  other's  arms.  For  their  fancy  bad  not 
altogether  played  them  false ;  the  sounds,  which  had 
su^ested  theur  dreams,  were  real,  and  sung  within 
their  apartment.  They  knew  the  voice  well,  indeed, 
and  yet,  knowing  to  whom  it  belonged,  their  surprise 
and  fear  were  scarce  the  less,  when  they  saw  the 
well-known  Noma  of  Fitful-head,  seated  by  the 
chinmey  of  the  apartment,  which,  during  the  sum- 
mer season,  contained  an  iron  lamp  well  trimmed, 
and.  in  winter,  a  fire  of  wood  or  of  turf. 

she  was  wrapped  in  her  long  and  ample  garment 
of  wadmaal,  ana  moved  her  body  slowly  to  and  fro 
over  the  pale  flame  of  the  lamp,  as  she  sung  lines  to 
the  following  purport,  in  a  slow,  sad,  and  almost  an 
unearthly  accent : 

"  For  leacuet  •looff  the  waterj  Mmr, 
Throufh  fulf  and  f  treflin  my  eoarae  baa  bc«n ; 

The  billowd  know  mj  Runic  lay, 
And  smooUi  UieiC|PresU  to  silent  green. 

"  The  billowi  know  tor  Runic  lay,— 
The  gulf  grows  imooth,  the  atream  ia  atill ; 

But  human  hearts,  more  wild  than  they, 
Know  but  the  rule  or  way  ward  wilL 

"  One  hour  is  mine,  in  all  the  year, 

To  tell  my  wnes,— and  one  aJone ; 
When  fleams  this  magic  lamp,  'tis  here,- 

When  dies  the  mystio  light,  'tis  gone. 

*'  Daughters  of  nortliem  Magnus  hail  i 

The  lamp  is  lit,  the  flame  is  dear,— 
To  yoo  1  come  to  toll  my  tale, 

▲wake,  arise,  my  tale  to  hear  i " 

Noma  was  well  known  to  the  daughters  of  Troil, 
but  it  was  not  without  emotion,  although  varied  by 
their  respective  dispositions,  that  they  beheld  her  so 
unexpectedly,  and  at  such  an  hour.  Their  opinions 
with  respect  to  the  supernatural  attributes  to  which 
she  pretended,  were  extremely  dijflerent. 

Mmna,  with  an  unusual  intensity  of  imagination, 
although  superior  in  talent  to  her  sister,  was  more  apt 
to  listen  tq^  and  delight  in.  every  tale  of  wonder,  and 
was  at  all  omes  more  willing  to  admit  impressions 


which  save  her  fancy  scope  and  exerdse,  witfaoai 
minutely  examining  their  reality.  Brenda,  on  the 
other  hand,  had,  in  nergayety,  a  slight  propenaty  to 
satire,  and  was  often  tempted  to  laugh  at  the  very  cir- 
oumstances  upon  which  Minna  founded  her  imagina- 
tive dreams :  and,  like  all  who  love  the  ludicrous,  At 
did  not  readily  suffer  herself  to  be  imposni  upon,  or 
overawed,  by  pompous  pretenaons  of  any  kind  what- 
ever. But,  as  her  nerves  were  weaker  and  more  ini- 
table  than  those  of  her  sister,  she  often  paid  ioToIun- 
tary  homage,  by  her  fears,  to  ideas  which  her  reason 
disowned ;  and  hence,  Claud  Halcro  used  to  say,  in 
reference  to  many  of  the  traditionarv  superatiuooi 
around  Burgh-Westra,  that  Minna  Selievcd  them 
without  tremblina^  ana  that  Brenda  trembled  without 
beheving  them.  In  our  own  more  enlightened  dayB, 
there  are  few  whose  undoubting  mind  and  native  cou- 
rage have  not  felt  Minna's  high  wrought  tone  of  en- 
thusiasm ;  and  perhaps  still  fewer,  who  have  not,  at 
one  time  or  other,  felt,  hlie  Brenda,  their  nerves  con- 
fess the  influence  of  terrors  which  their  reason  dis- 
owned and  despised. 

Under  the  power  of  such  different  feelings,  Minna, 
when  the  first  moment  of  surprise  was  over,  prepared 
to  spring  from  her  bed,  and  go  to  greet  Noma,  who, 
she  doubted  not,  had  come  on  some  errand  firaofiJit 
with  fate;  while  Brenda,  who  only  beheld  in  her  a 
woman  partially  deranged  in  her  understanding,  and 
who  yet,  from  the  extravagance  of  her  claims,  regaidol 
her  as  an  undefined  object  of  awe,  or  rather  terror,  d^ 
tained  her  sister  bv  an  eager  and  terrified  graso,  while 
she  whispered  in  her  ear  an  anxious  entreaty  that  she 
would  call  for  assistance.  But  the  soul  of  Minna  waa 
too  highly  wrought  up  by  the  crisis  at  which  her  fate 
seemed  to  have  arrived,  to  permit  her  to  follow  the 
dictates  of  her  sister's  fears ;  and,  eitricatiog  heraelf 
from  Brenda's  hold,  she  hastily  threw  on  a  loose 
nightgown,  and  stepping  boldly  across  the  apart- 
ment, while  her  heart  throbbed  rather  with  high  ex- 
citement than  with  fear,  she  thus  addressed  her  sin- 
gular visiter : 

*'  Noma,  if  your  mission  regards  us,  as  your  worm 
seem  to  express,  there  is  one  of  us,  at  least,  who  will 
receive  its  import  with  reverence,  but  without  fear. 

"  Noma,  dear  Noma,"  said  the  tremulous  voice « 
Brenda,— who,  feeling  no  safety  in  the  bed  after  Min- 
na quitted  it,  had  followed  her,  as  fugitives  crowd  mto 
the  rear  of  an  advancing  army,  because  they  dare  iwt 
remain  behind,  and  who  now  stood  half  concealed  by 
her  sister,  and  holding  fast  by  the  skirts  of  her  gown, 
—"Noma,  dear  Noma,"  saicl  she.  "  whatever  yoo  aw 
to  say,  let  it  be  to-morrow.  I  will  call  EimbaneFa. 
the  housekeeper,  and  she  will  find  you  a  bed  for  toe 
night" 

^'  No  bed  for  me,"  said  their  nocturnal  visiter ;  w 
closing  01*  ihe  eyes  for  me !  They  have  watched  ai 
shelf  and  stack  appeared  and  disappeared  betwiit 
Burgh-Westra  and  Orkney— they  have  seen  the  Man 
of  Hoy  sink  into  the  sea,  and  tne  Peak  of  HengcWi 
arise  from  it.  and  yet  they  nave  not  tasted  of  slombtf ; 
nor  must  they  slumber  now  till  my  task  is  okmo. 
Sit  down,  then,  Minna,  and  thou,  silly  trembler,  at 
down,  while  I  trim  my  lamp— Don  your  clothes,  w 
the  tale  is  long,  and  ere  'tis  done,  ye  will  shiver  witn 
worse  than  coid."  ,. . 

"For  Heaven's  sake,  then,  put  it  off  till  dayhgW. 
dear  Noma !"  said  Brenda;  "  the  dawn  cannot mw 
distant ;  and  if  you  are  to  tell  us  of  any  thingingiK- 
ful,  let  It  be  by  daylight,  and  not  by  the  dim  ^tnnitf 
of  that  blue  lamp!" 

"  Patience  fool !"  said  their  unmvited  guest 

"  Not  by  daylight  should  Noma  tell  a  tale  that  mm 
blot  the  sun  out  of  heaven,  and  blight  the  hopes  of  t» 
himdred  boats  that  will  leave  this  shore  ere  nocm,  to 
commence  their  deep  sea  fishinfe— ay,  and  o^ we ""? 
dred  families  that  will  await  their  return.  The  de- 
mon, whom  the  sounds  will  not  fail  to  awaken,  mw 
shake  his  dark  wings  over  a  shipless  and  a  wiV 
less  sea,  as  he  rushes  fix)m  his  mountain  to  dnnx  toe 
accents  of  horror  he  loves  so  well  to  listen  to.  ^  ^ 

"Have  pity  on  Brenda's  fears,  good  Nomat  sbo 
the  elder  sister,  "and  at  least  postpone  tlus  fligftO" 
communication  to  another  place  and  hour. , .      _ . 

"Maiden,  no!"  repUed  Noma,  stemly;  "itmn^M 


TM,  who  mnrdnedhiB  bralheri  md  haa  for  iig  noo- 
mhnwit— but  be  thai  nmneleBs— enousb  Ihii  iiE  food 
nerer  cuds  dlbcr  from  the  flsh  or  from  the  fnii  t !— See, 
it  wiies  dimmer  and  dimmer,  nor  muel  my  tale  lasl 

loottr  than  its  Hume  ent'- — '-      "■■     -  •" ■'• — 

while  I  ait  here  oppoeile 
batwixlUB!  for  wilhin  il 


d  place  the  lamp 
'  its  lighl  the  de- 


The  li 


obcpit,  Minna  ci 


uucicu.  ^iiiiiia  uuiuaa  a  alow 

, lermirei  look  allarouni  aaif  uii 

Bang.  who.  according  to  (he  doubtful  words  of  Nor- 
ns,  noveral  in  their  neiohbourhcxid ;  while  Brenda's 
fears  were  mingled  with  some  ahare  hoth  of  an- 


prohibited  means.  I  longed  lo  .  . .  . 
the  Voluerpee  and  divipiDK  women  of  our  ancii 
to  wield.  Like  them,  command  ovei  the  eleme: 
lo  summon  the  gfaoats  of  decwsed  heroes  in 
CBTema,  that  iher  might  recite  iheli  datin, 
and  impart  to  me  Iheiihidden  treuurec  Ofi 
'jy  UieDwa[6e  Sione,  wiih  minee; 
'ard-hill,  which  rises  above  (hat 

— , jve  disllnguiahed,  amana  the  dar 

that  wonderful  carbuncle,*  which  wcama  ni 


was  early  hjoalility  belwi 
who  had  the  misfortune  ii 
term  himbvhisChriaiiai 
which  marks  our  relalioi 
■  ■  e  Olavi 


!  Bky  like  Ihe  clitTs  c 


L  the  following  worde  j — 
thai  your  blood  is  slhed 
;  ye  know  nql ;  for  there 

?il'me^Mthiw.-Lel  ^ 
amc  of  Krland,  for  that 
date  not  bestow.  Your 
irother  of  Eriand.  But 
iona  of  their  father  Rolfe 
.VII,  <!■<;  ■iiu.^i  iiLij  luiu  wtJ  celated  of  any  who  de- 
scended from  the  old  Norae  stacki  were  divided  be- 
twiii  the  brothcn,  ihe  Powd  ^avo  to  Eriaad  hia 
father's  lands  in  Orkney,  and  reserved  for  Olave 
thoseofHIallland.  Discord  arose  between  the  bre- 
ihreni  for  Erlnnd  held  that  he  wbb  wronged;  and 
when  the  Lawimg,*  with  the  Raddmen  and  Law- 
right-men,  confirmed  the  division,  he  went  in  wrath 
to  Orkney,  cursing  Hiallland  and  its  inhabitants- 
cursing  his  brother  r— '  ■•■-  '•'—•' 

"But  the  love  of  I 
wrought  on  Erisnd' 
not  on  the  son  hitle 

Hoy,  whose  aummi. ._ 

Foufnh  and  of  Feroe.1    He  km  ..     , 

Eriandj— whatever  of  legendary  lore  Scald  nnd  Bard 
had  left  behind  them;  and  to  teach  me  that  know- 
ledgCi  which  was  to  coat  ua  both  so  dear,  was  the 
diief  occupation  of  hia  old  age.  I  learned  to  visit 
each  londy  barrow— each  lofty  cairn- to  tell  its  ap- 
propriate tale,  and  to  aoolhe  with  rhymes  in  hia  praise 
the  spirit  of  the  stern  warrior  who  dwelt  within.  I 
knew  where  the  sacrifieea  were  made  of  yore  to  Thor 
and  to  Odin,  on  what  stones  (he  blood  of  the  victims 
flowed— where  Blood  the  dark- hrowai  priest— where 
the  crested  chiefs,  who  consnltcd  the  will  of  the  idol 
^whera  the  more  diatani  crowd  of  inferior  worship- 
pers, who  looked  on  in  awe  or  in  terror.  The  places 
most  shunned  by  the  timid  peasanle  had  no  terrors 
for  me  i  I  dared  walk  in  the  fairy  circle,  and  deep  by 
the  msgic  spring. 

"But,  formymiafortone,  I  was  chieflyfond  to  linger 
about  the  Dwarfie  Stone,  aa  il  is  called,  a  reLc  of  an- 
tiquity, which  strangers  look  on  wiin  curioaity.  and 
the  natives  with  awe.  It  iaa  huge  frBgrnenl  of  n>ck, 
which  lies  in  a  broken  and  rude  valley,  full  of  atouea 
and  precipices,  in  the  teccaees  of  the  Ward-hill  of 
Hoy.  The  inside  of  the  rock  has  two  couchee,  hewn 
by  no  earthly  hand,  and  having  a  small  passage  be- 
tween them.  The  doorway  m  now  open  to  the  wea- 
ther; hut  beaide  it  lies  ■  large  sione,  which,  adapted 
lo  gnMves  still  visible  in  the  entrance,  once  had  served 
to  open  and  (o  cloae  this  eitraorainary  dwelling, 
which  Trolldi  a  dwarf  famous  in  the  norihem  Sagas, 
ia  said  to  have  framed  for  his  own  favourite  reai- 
dence.  The  lonely  ahepherd  avoids  the  placei  for 
at  sunrise,  high  noon,  or  snnaet,  the  misahapen  form 
of  the  necromantic  owner  may  sometimes  still  be 
BeennttiiigbytheDwBifieSioae.t   I  fearsd 

•  The  Lawtiae  m>  (ha  CeniUa.  er  Bniiitiuia  Coo 
eomliT.  b*is[  nlaiBed  boUi  In  Oifciier  uil  ZVUud. 

*  Aoi  fro™  wliieh  hill  ot  M>]>,  at°mSiniinn«,  tli 

ba  iHa.  II  la  aid,  ii  ■iiilniihL  Sd  mn  iM  fesnplM  Bl — . 
■Ithvuih.  K«onlui(U>Dr.  Willsca,  liuii»ib>llw  iraebodr 
ettha  au  atiish  !•  viiibla,  but  snlr  lt>  inata  nlmelai  itamih 


ever  become  invisible  lo „ 

scaled  ihe  precipices  fromwhich  it  dans  its  sf 

My  vain  and  youthful  bosom  burned  to  in 

thew  and  a  hundred  other  myslericK  which  ii 

Ihai  I  perueed,  or  learned  from  Eriand.  rail 

led  than  explainedi  and  in  my  darinrr 

lied  on  the  Lord  of  the  Dwartie  Stone  to  b 

aining  knowledge  inaccessible  lo  mere  mi 

'And  Ihe  evil  spirit  heard  your  summon 

inna,  her  blood  curdling  as  she  Usiened. 

'Huahl"  said  Noma,  loweiina  her  voii 

n  not  with  reproach— he  is  with  ua— he 

Brenda  atarted  from  her  seat.— "1  will  to 
a'a  chamber,"  she  said,  "and  leave  yoi 

and  Noma,  to  Gniah  your  stories  of  hobgob 
irfa  at  your  own  leisure ;  I  care  nol  fat 
,  ..mt  but  1  will  nol  endure  them  at  n 

and  by  ihia  pale  lamphght" 
She  wiB  accordingly  in  the  act  of  lea' 
om,  when  her  eisler  deiained  her. 
"Is  ibis  the  courage," she  aaid,  "of  her,  Ih 


■o  then 


iifrom 


Wmra-  lull,  tif  ■  loBf  nreinpr  val  ler  fu 
Hnr  opeei  m  a  twltow  BiirBmp,  or  cor 

ism  nilHii^  CTHtinr  tbe 


Brenda, 

niHy  no  cause  uj 

guilifesB  Ihere  l«  n 

"There  rosy  be 


o  ii,  irumnetDBtGod  and  my  mna 
[  me  from  ill  ihal  is  malignaal,  you 
'lieve  nol  in  luch  influence,  hav 
a  tremble.    Credil  me,  Ihal  far  tb< 


h  ilii> 


id  Brenda,  unal 
urnour,  ■'but,  a 

^1  suy'^iibV"uT-X' 

rpcr,  "Ihal  1  am  loalh  _ 

frightllit  woman,  and  that  I  hai 


tber,'"  she  added, 

.  ...?e°a'dark 
■nd  Evphaiii 


id  miaabapen  bulk  aecmad 


[one  pas— ^.  ---   — 

Fea,  else  I  would  have  her  here  ere  I 

"Call  no  one  hither,  maiden,  upon  peril  of  thy  life," 
aaid  Noma,  "  and  inlernipl  nol  my  ule  agwn  j  for 
ilcennat  and  must  not  be  told  after  thai  charmed 
light  baa  ceased  to  bum." 

"  And  I  thank  Heaven,"  aaid  Brenda  to  herself; 
"  ihal  the  oil  bums  low  In  the  eniize !  I  am  sorely 
templed  to  lend  it  a  puff,  but  then  Noma  would  be 
alone  with  us  in  the  dai^,  and  that  would  be  worse." 

Soaayine,  she  eubmitiedto  her  fate,  and  ntdowi 
delerminento  listen  with  all  ibe  oquaDimity  wbic 
ehe  could  command  to  Ibe  remaining  part  of  Hama 

"  It  happened  on  a  hot  eummer  day,  and  jiwt  abou 


—  ,     inued  Norm 

(he  DwarQe  Stotie,  wiib  my  eyes  flie. 

hill,  whence  the  myetcrioui  and  evf 

'    ncle  abed  ite  raye  mors  btighll);  thanumaL 


jepuied  in  my  heart  at  the  reairicted  Soandt  „. 
human  knowledge,  that  at  length  I  could  not  help 
— '-■—---  in  the  worda  of  an  ancient  Saga, 


"I  had  scarce  uttered  these  words,"  pn>oeeded 
Noma,  "ere  the  aky,  which  had  been  till  then  un- 
natially  clear,  i^rew  so  suddenly  dark  around  me,  thai ' 
it  seemed  more  like  midnight  than  noon,  A  single 
flash  of  lighlnins  showed  me  at  once  Ibe  desolate 
landscape  of  heath,  morass,  mountain,  and  precipice, 
which  lay  around ;  a  aineic  clap  of  thunder  wakened 
all  the  echoes  of  Iha  Ward-hill,  vrhich  continued  so 
loDft  lo  repeat  the  sound,  that  it  ecemed  some  rock, 
rent  by  the  thunderbolt  from  the  summit,  was  rolling 
over  cliff  and  precipice  into  the  valley.  Immedialsly 
after,  fel]  a  burst  of  rain  so  violent,  thai  I  waa  Tain 
to  ahun  its  pelting,  by  creeping  into  the  interior  of  this 
mysierknis  alone, 

"  I  seated  myeelfan  the  larf^er  atone  couch,  which 
ta  cut  at  the  farther  end  of  ihe  cflvity,  and,  with  my 


Tnilld  the  dwarf;  aaa let 
ooiKh,  which  bis  snuarc 

absolutelytofillup.  Iw  

for  the  blood  of  Ihe  andent  race  of  Lochim  waa 
warm  Tn  mv  veins.    He  ^rake ;  and  hia  worda  weie 

■'■"'■ my  tat]ieT,orImjaeU 

•a  unporl— «icli  Ud- 

„—„ ^ ._  —eOB  Manda  m  Olave 

planted  ibe  cron  on  the  niins  of  hsalbeiaBni.  Hia 
meaniilff  waadait  also  and  abeciBe,  Uu  that  whi^ 
the  Pa^n  priesla  ware  wont  to  deliver,  in    ' 

of  their  idols,  tol^-  ■-"-- -"- -■-•-' 

gufiU*    This w 


conjee  turf 

B  refenied 


conjectures  rrspectrng  the  onjpn  and  purpose  of  my 
aineular  place  of  refuire.  Had  n  been  really  the  work 
of  that  powetfiil  Trolld,  to  whom  Ibe  poetiy  of  the 


epiril  of  the  ancient  Scaldet.  . ^ 

uid,  far  from  learing  the  phaniom,  with  whom  laat 
cooped  within  ao  narrow  a  apace,  I  leli  the  impnl* 
of  that  high  wurafie  which  thruat  the  andent  Uiaia- 
pions  and  Dniidesses  upon  conteats  with  tbe  in- 
visible world,  when  they  thinighl  thai  the  earth  oa 
longer  contained  enemies  worthy  la  be  subdued  by 
them.    Therefore  did  1  anawer  bun  ihue : — 


The  Demon  scowM  at  mr  nnif  atniifii  iiiii  iwil 
and  overawed;  and  then  coiiioKhimself  upia  athidi 
and  BuJpbiu'eous  vapour,  he  dtaappeaiao  from  fait 
place.  I  did  not,  lUI  that  moment  feal  ibe  ioflmce 
of  fright,  but  then  it  aeiied  me.  I  rushed  into  tbe 
open  air,  where  thetcmpealhad  paasedaway,  and  all 
was  pure  and  serene.  After  a  moment's  opt--'-'-— 
pause,  1  hasted  borne,  muaing  by  the  way 
worda  of  the  pbanuim,  which  1  could  nol,  a 
hmpcns,  recall  so  diauncdy  to  memory  at  tl 


5uld,'?n''an..,  .... 
ion  of  the  night— 


from  my  miiHT  like  i 

^  .  .  was.    T  brouAbt  mvscl 

I  believe  it  the  work  of  fancy— 1  thought  I  bad  GvH 


too  much  in  solitude,  and  bad  Biven  way  too  mwh  to 
the  feebngs  inspired  by  my  favourite  studies.  I  aban- 
doned them  for  a  lime,  and  I  mixed  with  Ihe  vmik 
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Toor  father,  maidena,  has  been  rather  hardened  than 
changed  bv  jrears— he  had  the  same  manly  form,  the 
same  old  Norse  frankness  of  manner  and  of  heart, 
the  same  upright  courage  and  honesty  of  disposition, 
with  more  of  the  gentle  ingenuousness  of  youth,  an 
eager  desire  to  please,  a  wilhngness  to  be  pleased,  and 
a  vivacitv  of  spirits  which  survives  not  our  early 
years,  cut  though  he  was  thus  worthy  of  love,  and 
though  Erland  wrote  to  roe,  authorizing  his  attach- 
ment, there  was  another— a  stranger,  Mmna,  a  fatal 
stranger— full  of  arts  unknown  to  us,  and  graces 
which  to  the  plain  manners  of  your  father  were  un- 
known. YesJ  he  walked,  indeed,  amon?  us  like  a 
being  of  another  and  of  a  superior  race.— Ye  look  on 
me  as  if  it  were  strange  that  I  should  have  had 
attractions  for  such  a  lover;  but  I  present  nothing 
that  can  remind  you  that  Noma  of  the  Fitful-head 
was  once  admired  and  loved  as  Ulla  Troil— the 
change  betwixt  the  animated  body  and  the  corpse  after 
decease,  is  scarce  mure  awful  and  absolute  than  I 
have  sustained,  while  I  yet  linger  on  earth.  Look  on 
me,  maidens— look  on  me  by  this  glimmering  hght— 
Can  ye  believe  that  these  haggard  and  weather-wasted 
features— these  eyes,  which  have  been  almost  con- 
verted to  stone,  by  looking  upon  sights  of  terror— 
these  locks,  that  mingled  with  gray,  now  stream 
out,  the  shattered  pennons  of  a  sinking  vessel— that 
these,  and  she  to  whom  they  belong,  could  once  be 
the  objects  of  fond  affectwn  7— But  the  waning  lamp 
nnki  last,  and  let  it  sink  while  I  tell  my  infamy. — 
We  loved  in  secret,  we  met  in  secret,  till  I  gave  the 
last  proof  of  fatal  and  of  guilty  passion !— And  now 
beam  out,  thou  magic  gmnmer— shine  out  a  little 
space,  thou  flame  so  powerful  even  in  thy  feebleness 
—bid  him  who  hovers  near  us,  keep  his  diark  pinions 
aloof  from  the  circle  thou  dost  illuminate— live  but  a 
httle,  till  the  worst  be  told,  and  then  sink  when  thou 
wilt  into  darkness,  as  black  as  my  guilt  and  sorrow  !" 

While  she  spoke  thus,  she  drew  together  the  re- 
maining nutriment  of  the  lamp,  and  tnmmed  its  de- 
caving  flame;  then  again,  with  a  hollow  voice,  and 
in  broKen  sentences,  pursued  her  narrative. 

"  I  must  waste  little  time  in  words.  My  love  was 
discovered,  but  not  my  guilt.  Erland  came  to  Po- 
mona in  anger,  and  transported  me  to  our  solitary 
dwelling  in  Hoy.  He  eom manded  me  to  see  my  lover 
no  more,  and  to  receive  Magnu&  in  whom  he  was 
willing  to  forgive  the  oflences  oi  his  father,  as  my 
future  nusband.  Alas,  I  no  longer  deserved  his  attach- 
ment—my only  wish  was  to  escape  from  my  father's 
dwelling,  to  conceal  my  shame  in  my  lover's  arms. 
Let  me  d9  him  iustice— he  was  faithful— too,  too 
faithful — his  perfidy  would  have  bereft  me  of  my ! 
aenses ;  but  the  fatal  consequences  of  his  fidelity  have 
done  me  a  tenfold  injury." 

She  paused,  and  then  resumed,  with  the  wild  tone 
of  insanity,  "  It  has  made  me  the  powerfiil  and  the 
decpairing  Sovereign  of  the  Seas  and  Winds!" 

She  paused  a  second  time,  after  this  wild  exclama- 
tion, and  resumed  her  narrative  in  a  more  composed 
manner. 

"  My  lover  came  in  secret  to  Hoy,  to  concert  mea- 
sures for  my  flight,  and  I  agreed  to  meet  him,  that  we 
might  fix  the  time  when  his  vessel  should  come  into 
the  Sound.    I  left  the  house  at  midnight" 

Hero  she  appeared  to  gasp  with  agony,  and  went 
on  with  her  tale,  by  broken  and  interrupt^  sentences. 
**I  left  the  house  at  midnight— I  had  to  pass  my  fa- 
ther's door,  and  I  perceived  it  was  open— I  thought  he 
watched  os  \  and,  that  the  sound  of  my  steps  might 

{lot  break  his  slumbers,  I  closed  the  fatal  dooi^— a 
ight  and  trivial  action— hut,  God  in  Heaven !  what 
were  the  consequences !— At  mom,  the  room  was  full 
of  aufibcating  vapour— my  father  was  dead— dead 
through  my  act--dead  through  my  disobedience- 
dead  through  my  infamy!  All  that  follows  is  mist 
and  darkness— a  choking,  aufibcating,  stifling  mist 
envelopes  all  that  I  said  and  did,  all  that  was  said  and 
done,  until  I  became  assured  that  my  doom  was  ac- 
complished, and  walked  forth  the  calm  and  terrible 
being  you  now  behold  me— the  Queen  of  the  Elements 
— the  Bharer  in  the  power  of  those  beings  to  whom 
msm  and  his  passions  give  such  sport  as  the  tortures 
of  the  dog-fiah  aflTord  the  fisherman,  when  he  pierces 

id 


his  eyes  with  thorns,  and  turns  hun  once 
hia  native  element,  to  traverse  the  waves  ii 
and  agony.*  No,  maidens,  she  whom  you 
you  is  impassive  to  the  follies  of  which  y 
are  the  spiort.  I  am  she  that  have  made  the 
am  she  that  bereaved  the  giver  of  the  gift  of 
he  gave  me — the  dark  saying  has  been  int( 
my  deed,  and  I  am  taken  from  humar 
something  pre-eminently  powerful,  pre 
wretched !' 

As  she  spoke  thus,  the  light,  which  had 
quivering,  leaped  high  for  an  instant,  ai 
about  to  expire,  when  Noma,  interrupti 
said  hastily,  "  No  more  now— he  comes— 1 
Enough  that  ye  know  me,  and  the  right 
advise  and  command  you.— Approach  n 
Spirit !  if  thou  wilt." 

So  saying,  she  extin^ished  the  lamp,  i 
out  of  the  apartment  with  (ler  usual  loftm< 
as  Minna  could  observe  from  its  measured 


CHAPTER  XX. 

U  all  the  connwl  that  w«  two  have  shared- 
Tho  sistera'  vowm,  the  houn  that  wo  have sp 
Wlien  ue  have  chid  tho  haitr-footed  time 
For  partinf  us— O,  and  im  all  rorcot  ? 

Midsummer- Sigl 

Thb  attention  of  Minna  was  powerful 
by  this  tale  of  terror,  which  accorded  wit 
plained  many  broken  hints  respecting  No 
she  had  heard  from  her  father  and  other 
tions,  and  she  was  for  a  time  so  lost  in  si 
unminglcd  with  horror,  that  she  did  not  ev 
to  speak  to  her  sister  Brenda.    When,  at 
called  her  by  her  name,  she  received  r 
and,  on  touching  her  hand,  she  found  it 
Alarmed  to  the  uttermost,  she  threw  open 
and  the  window-shutters,  and  admitted 
free  air  and  the  pale  glimmer  of  the  hyperb 
mer  night.    She  then  became  sensible  tha 
was  in  a  swoon.    All  thoughts  concerni 
her  fri|[htful  tale,  and  her  mysterious  conr 
the  invisible  world,  at  once  vanished  froi 
thoughts,  and  she  hastily  ran  to  the  aparti 
old  housekeeper,  to  summon  her  aid,  with 
ing  for  a  moment  what  sights  she  might 
in  the  long  dark  passages  which  she  had  t 
The  old^woman  hastened  to  Brenda's 
and  instantly  apphed  such  remedies  as  her 
suggested ;  but  the  poor  girl's  nervous 
been  so  much  agitated  by  the  horrible  ta 
just  heard,  that,  when  recovered  from 
her  utmost  endeavours  to  compose  her  ! 
not  prevent  her  falling  into  a  hysterical 
duration.    This  also  was  subdued  by  the 
of  old  Euphane  Fea,  who  was  well  verse 
simple  pharmacy  us(d  by  the  natives  of  Z 
who.  after  administering  a  composing  di 
tillod  from  simples  and  wild  flowers,  at 
her  patient  resigned  to  sleep.    Minna  str 
self  beside  her  sister,  kissed  her  cheek, 
slumber  in  her  tum ;  but  the  more  she  ini 
farther  it  seemed  to  fly  from  her  eye-lidi 
times  she  was  disposed  to  sink  into  repot 
of  the  involuntary  parricide  seemed  again 
her  ears,  and  startled  her  into  consciousn 
The  early  moming  hour  at  which  they 
tomed  to  rise,  found  the  state  of  the  sist 
from  what  might  have  been  expected.   A 
had  restored  the  spirit  of  Brenda's  lightso 
the  rose  on  her  laughing  cheek ;  the  trai 
position  of  the  preening  night  having 
trouble  on  her  look,  as  the  fiintaatic  terron 
tale  had  been  able  to  impress  on  her  i 
The  looks  of  Minna,  on  the  contrary,  were  i 
downcast,  and  apparently  exhausted  by  w 
anxiety.    They  said  at  nrst  Uttle  toeacli 
afraid  of  touching  a  subject  so  fraught  v 
as  the  scene  of  the  preceding  night    It  ^ 
they  had  performed  together  their  devotio 
that  Brenda,  while  ladng  Minna's  bodi 

*  This  cfuvlty  ii  prtetiaed  bjr  loaie  fiihsn,  out 
bamd  to  tbtae  mrsnoos  tabm. 
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rendered  the  services  of  the  toilet  to  each  other  red- 
procaUy,)  became  aware  of  the  paleness  of  her  sister's 
looks;  and  having  ascertained,  by  a  glance  at  the 
mirror,  that  her  own  did  not  wear  the  same  dejection, 
she  kiisaed  Minna's  cheek,  and  said  affectionately, 
"  Claud  Halcro  was  right,  my  dearest  sister,  when 
his  poetical  folly  gave  us  these  names  of  Night  and 
Day." 

I  And  wherfore  should  you  say  so  now?"  said 
Minna. 

"Because  we  each  are  bravest  in  the  season  that 
we  take  our  name  from :  I  was  frightened  well  nigh 
to  death,  by  hearing  those  things  last  night,  which 
you  endured  with  courageous  nrmness;  and  now, 
when  it  is  broad  light,  I  can  think  of  them  with  com- 
posure, while  you  look  as  pale  as  a  spirit  who  is 
suiprised  by  sunrise." 

You  are  lucky,  Brenda,"  said  her  sister,  gravely. 
*'  who  can  so  soon  forget  such  a  tale  of  wonder  and 
horror." 

"  The  horror,"  said  Brenda,  "  is  never  to  be  for- 
gotten, unless  one  could  hope  that  the  unfortunate 
woman's  excited  imagination,  which  shows  itself  so 
active  in  conjuring  up  apparitions,  may  have  fixed  on 
her  an  imaginary  crime. 

"You  believe  nothing,  then,"  said  Minna,  "of  her 
interview  at  the  Dwarne  Stone,  that  wondrous  place, 
of  which  so  many  tales  are  told,  and  which,  for  so 
many  centuries,  has  been  reverenced  as  the  work  of 
a  demon,  and  as  his  abode  ?" 

"  I  beheve,"  said  Brenda,  "  that  our  unhappy  rela- 
tive is  no  imposton— and  therefore  I  believe  that  she 
was  at  the  Dwarne  Stone  during  a  thunder-storm, 
that  she  sought  shelter  in  it,  and  that,  during  a  swoon, 
or  during  sleep  perhaps,  some  dream  visited  her, 
concem(xl  with  the  popular  traditions  with  which  she 
was  to  conversant;  but  I  cannot  easily  believe 
more." 

"  And  yet  the  event,"  said  Minna,  "  corresponded 
to  the  dark  intimations  of  the  vision." 

"Pardon  me,"  said  Brenda,  "I  rather  think  the 
dream  would  never  have  been  put  into  shape,  or 
perhaps  remembered  at  all,  but  tor  the  event  She 
told  us  herself  she  had  nearlv  forgot  the  vision,  till 
after  her  father's  dreadful  death.— and  who  shall 
warrant  how  much  of  what  she  then  supposed  her- 
self to  remember  was  not  the  creation  of  her  own 
fancv,  disordered  as  it  naturally  was  by  the  horrid 
accident  ?  Had  she  really  seen  and  conversed  with 
a  necromantic  dwarf,  she  was  likely  to  remember 
the  conversation  long  enough— at  least  I  am  sure  I 
should." 

"Brenda,"  rq)licd  Minna,  "you  have  heard  the 
good  minister  oithe  Croes-Kirk  say^  thax  human  wis- 
dom was  worse  than  folly,  when  it  was  appUed  to 
mysteries  beyond  its  comprehension ;  and  that,  if  we 
believed  no  more  than  we  could  understand,  we  should 
resist  the  evidence  of  our  senses,  which  presented  us, 
at  every  turn,  circumstances  as  certain  as  they  were 
unintelligible." 

"You  are  too  learned  yourself^  sister,"  answered 
Brenda,  "  to  need  the  assistance  of  the  good  minister 
of  Cross-Ku-k ;  but  I  think  his  doctrine  only  related 
to  the  mysteries  of  our  rehgion,  which  it  is  our  duly  to 
receive  without  investigation  or  doubt— but  in  things 
occurring  in  common  hie,  as  GKxl  has  bestowed  rea- 
son upon  us,  we  cannot  act  wrong  in  emplo3ring  it. 
But  you,  my  dear  Minna,  have  a  warmer  fancy  than 
mine,  and  are  willing  to  receive  all  those  wonderful 
stories  for  truth,  because  you  love  to  think  of  sorce- 
rers, and  dwar»|  and  water-epirits,  and  would  like 
much  to  have  a  little  trow,  or  uury^  as  the  Scotch  call 
them,  with  a  green  coat,  and  a  pair  of  wings  as  bnl- 
liant  as  the  hues  of  the  starling's  neck,  specially  to 
attend  on  vou." 

"It  would  spare  you  at  least  the  trouble  of  lacing 
my  bodice,"  said  Minna,  "  and  of  lacing  it  wrong, 
too ;  for  in  the  heat  of  your  argument  you  have  missed 
two  eyelet-holes." 

"  That  error  shall  be  presently  mended,"  said  Bren- 
da:  and.  then,  as  one  of  our  fneDda  might  say,  I 
wul  haul  tight  and  belay— but  you  draw  your  breath 
80  deeply,  that  it  will  be  a  difficult  matter." 

"I  only  sighed."  saki  Minna,  in  some  confoaion. 


"  to  think  bow  soon  you  can  trifle  with  and  ridiode 
the  misfortunes  of  this  extraordinary  woman." 

"I  do  not  ridicule  them,  God  knows!"  replied 
Brenda.  somewhat  angrily :  "  it  is  you,  fiflnna,  who 
turn  all  I  say  in  truth  and  kindness,  to  aomediing 
harsh  or  wicked.  1  look  on  Noma  as  a  woman  of 
very  extraordinary  abilities,  which  are  Tery  often 
nnited  with  a  strong  cast  of  insanity :  and  I  conader 
her  as  better.skilled  in  the  signs  of  the  weather  than 
any  woman  in  Zetland.  But  that  she  has  any  power 
over  the  element8|  I  no  more  believe,  than  I  do  m  the 
nursery  stones  of  King  Erick,  who  could  make  the 
wind  blow  from  the  pomt  he  set  his  cap  to." 

Minna,  somewhat  nettled  with  the  obstinate  in- 
credulity of  her  sister,  replied  sharply,  "And  yet,  Bren- 
da, this  woman-^hall-mad  woman,  and  thev^iest  im- 
postor—is theperson  by  whom  you  choose  to  be  advised 
m  the  matter  next  your  own  heart  at  this  moment  T' 

"  1  do  not  know  what  you  ^ean,"  said  Brenda, 
colouring  deeply,  and  shifting  to  get  away  from  her 
sister.  But  as  she  was  now  undergoing  the  ceremony 
of  being  laced  in  her  turn,  her  sister  nad  the  means 
of  holding  her  fast  by  the  silken  string  vriih  which 
she  was  fastening  the  bodice,  and,  tapping  her  on 
the  neck,  which  expressed,  by  its  sudden  wnthe,  and 
sudden  change  to  a  scarlet  hue,  as  muc^  pettish  con- 
fusion as  she  nad  desired  to  provoke,  she  added,  moK 
mildly,  "  Is  it  not  strange.  Brenda,  that,  used  as  we 
have  been  by  the  stranger  Mordaunt  Mertom!,  whose 
assurance  has  brought  him  uninvited  to  a  house  where 
his  presence  is  so  unacceptable,  you  should  still  look 
or  think  of  him  with  favour?  Surely,  that  you  do  so 
should,be  a  proof  to  you,  that  there  are  such  thinssas 
spells  in  the  country,  and  that  you  yoursdf  laoour 
under  them.  It  is  not  for  naught  that  Mordaunt 
wears  a  chain  of  elfin  gold— look  to  it,  Brenda,  and  be 
wise  in  time." 

"I  have  nothing  to  do  with  Mordaunt  Mertoun," 
answered  Brenda,  hastily,  "  nor  do  I  know  or  cane 
what  he  or  any  other  young  man  wears  about  his  neck. 
I  could  see  all  the  gold  chains  of  all  the  bailies  of 
Edinburgh,  that  Lady  Glowrowrum  speaks  so  much 
o(,  without  falling  in  fancy  with  one  of  the  wearers." 
And.  having  thus  complied  with  the  female  rule  of 
pleading  not  guilty  in  general  to  such  an  indictraeni, 
she  immediately  resumed,  in  a  difierent  tone,  "  But,  to 
say  the  truth,  Minna,  I  thmk  you,  and  allof  voil  have 
judged  far  too  hastily  about  this  young  friend  of  oprs, 
who  has  been  so  long  our  most  ultimate  oompanion. 
Mind,  Mordaunt  Mertoun  is  no  more  to  me  than  he  is 
to  you— who  best  know  bow  Utile  diifercnce  he  made 
betwixt  us ;  and  that,  chain  or  no  chain,  be  lived  with 
us  like  a  brother  with  two  sisters ;  ana  yet  you  can 
turn  him  off  at  once,  because  a  wandmng  seaman, 
of  whom  we  know  nothing,  and  a  peddling  ja^er. 
whom  we  do  knoW  to  be  a  thie^  a  cheat  andf  anar. 
speak  words  and  carry  tales  in  his  disfavour !  I  do  not 
believe  he  ever  said  he  could  have  his  choice  of  either 
of  us.  and  only  waited  to  see  which  was  to  ha>e 
Burgn-Wcaira  and  Brednees  Voe— I  do  not  believe  he 
ever  spoke  such  a  word,  or  harboured  such  a  tliouf^ht. 
as  that  of  making  a  choice  between  ua" 

"Perhaps,"  said  Minna,  coldly,  "you  may  haie 
had  reason  to  know  that  his  choice  was  already  de- 
termined.'* 

"I  will  not  endure  thisf  said  Brenda,  giving  way 
to  her  natural  vivacity,  and  ppringinff  from  betwecai 
her  sister's  handa ;  then  turning  rounaand  facing  her. 
while  her  glowing  cheek  was  rivalled  in  the  deepness 
of  its  crimson,  by  ns  much  of  her  neck  and  bosom  as 
the  upper  part  of  the  half-laced  bodice  permitted  k> 
be  visible,— " Even  from  you,  Minna,"  she  saicL  "I 
Mrill  not  endure  this !  You  know  that  all  my  ufe  I 
have  spoken  the  truth,  and  that  I  love  the  truth ;  and 
I  tell  you,  that  Mordaunt  Mertoun  never  in  his  life 
made  distinction  betwixt  you  and  me,  until"- 

Here  some  feeling  of  consciousness  fitop|)ed  he 
short,  and  her  sister  replied,  with  a  smile,  "Until  vhm. 
Brenda  7  Methinks,  your  love  of  truth  seems  rhokte 
with  the  sentence  you  were  bringinR  out.'* 

"Until  you  ceased  to  do  him  the  justice  h«  de> 
serves,"  said  Brenda,  firmly,  "  since  I  must  sp^k  out 
I  have  Utde  doubt  that  he  will  not  long  throw  away 
his  friendship  on  you,  who  hold  it  to  lightly." 


-Clettlind  ii  incipaUe  of  aluider— do  falMhood  of 
Brycg  SniiUbat — not  one  of  our  rrienda  or  acquaint- 
U1C3  bill  Of*  ''  t>**  Ixsn  the  common  ttlk  of  Ihe 
ojiiid,  tbil  tlM  danghtara  of  Htgniu  Tnil  were  pi- 
uentlr  iwiioag  tha  cfaoica  of  Ihe  nimefeu  and  birth- 
lea  BtnMer.  HonlBDal  ftenaau.  Is  il  filling  Ihai 
iliiB  ibonu  be  uid  of  ua,  the  deacendanu  of  a  No> 


giginghenelf  nntly  from  her  «aier'*gnup,"aaa)ti- 
mem  in  which  1  ^ryl  The  boidneaa,  tha  atrenstb 
and  eaergy,  of  hii  character,  to  which  commanq  ia 
natural,  and  fear  unknown,— these  vert  properuea, 
which  alann  yoa  ftii  my  hapraneea,  are  the  qusUiiea 
which  cDiuie  it.  Remember,  Srenda,  thai  when  yom' 
fool  loved  ihe  calm  amoath  >ea-beach  of  (ha  nunmer 
ever  dehghlal  in  the  nimmil  of  (he  prad- 


■    pice,  w 


•  of  fbola  are  no  reproach,"  rtfiUed 
(Ti  "Iw"  -      -■'       ■--- 

vhicb  con  put  the  won 

"  Hior  but  what  our  ftienda  »oy,"  repealed  SCnno  ; 
"hear  but  the  Lady  (iloArowrfini ;  hear  but  Haddie 
and  Clara  QroalaeiUir." 

"If  I  were  to  hear  Lady  Qlowrownini,"  aaid  Bren- 
do,  Bieadilv,  "  I  ^uuld  lialen  to  the  worst  toninie  in 
Zeilandj  and  as  rbr  Haddie  and  Clara  Groataetlar, 
[hey  were  boih  bliihe  rnoiigh  lo  ml  Hordnunt  to  sii 
belwiil  tbem  at  dinnt:r  ihc  day  before  ycsierday.  as 
you  roigbl  have  obserred  younel^  bul  tbal  your  ear 
wsa  bcller  engaged." 

"Your  eyts,  at  leoal,  have  been  bul  tndiSerently 
engaged,  Breiida,"  retorted  the  elder  otater,  "since 
ihey  wera  fixed  on  a  young  man,  whom  all  the  world 
but  joaneit  believea  to  ban  talked  of  u*  with  the 
most  iuBolcDl  ineaamplion ;  and  even  if  he  be  in- 

:oiiGrni  such  ranrU. 


locentlrdi 

naidenlya; , 

vhere  be  sils,  knowing  ii  m 


Olowrowrum  s 

nouKhta,  nor  my  words,  nor  my  e 
Mertoun  lo  be  innocent,— I  will  1 
'  will  speak  of  hi  ■" 


And  il  is  even  thai  which  I  dread,"  aaid  Brenda; 
11  is  even  that  advenCurouB  dispooiuan  which  now 
ie  urginK  you  to  the  brink  of  a  precipice  more  dan- 
gerous Ifaaa  ever  was  washed  by  a  •nrioa-tide.  This 
man,— do  nol  frown.  I  will  say  no  slander  of  him,— 
but  is  he  not,  even  m  your  ownpa^ialjudgmen^  stem 
and  overbearing  7  accustomed,  as  you  aav,  lo  com- 
mand ;  bul,  for  thai  very  reaaon,  commaiuunft  where 
he  haa  no  right  la  do  aa  and  leading;  whom  it  would 
most  become  him  lo  (oUowl  ruslung  on  danger, 
rsifaer  for  ils  own  aaka  ihan  for  any  other  objeel'i 
And  can  you  think  of  beuig  yoked  with  a  apiril  to 
unsFliIed  and  stormy,  whose  life  has  hitheno  bean 
led  in  scenea  of  death  and  peril,  and  who.  even  while 
sitting  by  your  aide,  cannot  dioguise  hia  impatience 
agaio  to  engage  in  them  7  A  lover,  meihinks,  ohouhl 
love  his  mintresa  bolter  than  his  own  life;  bul  your% 
my  dear  Hinna,  loves  her  less  than  the  pleasure  oi 
infliciiiu  death  onolhera," 

"And  II  is  even  for  thai  I  love  him,"  aaid  Hinna. 
"I  am  B  daugbter  of  the  old  damea  of  Norway,  who 
could  send  their  lovers  lo  buttle  with  a  ami Ic^  and  slay 
them,  with  iheir  own  hands,  if  they  returned  with 
dishonour.  Hy  lover  must  ocom  the  mockeries  by 
which  our  degraded  race  Birive  for  diatiaction.  ormr— 


neither  rule  i 

1  bold  Honli 

al  him  as  sucn, — i  wm  apeaH  oi  mm  ai 

I  did  not  speak  to  him  also,  and  beht 


, ihem  only  in  tpon,  and  in  eomeai  of  nobler 

danger*.     No  whaJe-striking,  binl-neatiog  (avounte 
' my  lover  muai  be  a  Bea-kinR,  or  '-'— '  -'— 


. ;  mcxiern  ti 


re  that  diawB  Dear  to  that  lofty 


t,  and  nolfbr  whai 


m.  and  all  her  nieces,  bad  she  twenty 
ould  think,  wink,  nod,  or  laltle,  aboul 


ranger, 
of  ier 


"  thia  vivBciiy  ia  more  than  ia  required  for  the  defence 
of  the  characler  of  a  mere  mend  I — Beware— he 
who  mined  Nomi' 
admitted   to  ' 

"He  was  a  alninBer,"  replied  Brando,  with  em- 
phasis, "  not  only  in  binh,  but  in  manners.  She  had 
not  been  bred  up  with  him  from  her  youth,— she  bad 
not  known  the  gentleneso,  the  frankneaa,  of  hie  dia- 
poailion,  by  an  intimacy  of  many  years.  He  was  in- 
deed a  Blrangor,  in  characler.  Mmpei.  birth,  mannera. 
and  morala,— some  wandering  adventurer,  perhapa, 
whom  chance  or  tempest  had  thrown  upon  the  iaiands. 
and  who  knew  bow  to  marii  a  lalae  heart  with  afiank 
brow.  Hy  good  nster,  take  home  your  own  warning. 
"niere  are  other  alrangara  at  Burgfa-Weitra  beaidea 
ttufl  poor  Hordauni  Henoun." 

Minna  seemed  for  a  moment  overwhelmed  with 
the  rapidity  with  which  bar  sstei  retorted  her  ns- 
picion  and  hei  caution.  But  her  natural  loftiness 
al  dispoaicion  enabled  her  to  i^ly  with  aaanmed  com- 

"Were  I  lo  treat  you,  Brenda,  with  ihe  want  of 
confidencs  yon  show  lowardi  ms,  I  might  reply  Ihal 
Cleretand  is  no  more  to  me  than  Mordsunl  was;  or 
than  young  Swsrlasta',  or  Lawrence  Biicson.  or  any 
other  favourite  guest  of  my  father's  now  is.  But  I 
scorn  to  deceive  you,  or  lo  disguise  my  ihoughta.— I 
ove  Clement  Clevei and," 

"I>o  not  lay  ao,  my  dearest  sialer."  said  Brenda, 
abandoning  at  once  ibe  air  of  acrimony  with  which 
[he  conversation  had  been  lalierly  condocted,  and 
rtarowinff  her  arma  round  her  sislei'a  neck,  with 
.ooks,  and  with  a  lone,  of  the  most  earnest  sfleclion, 
—"do  not  aay  ao,  I  implore  you  I  I  will  renoonco 
MoiduiDt  Mertoun,- 1  will  swear  nevtr  to  speak  to 


"Alas,  my  sister  I"  said  Brenda,  "il  is  now  that  I 
must  in  earneal  begin  lo  believe  the  force  of  spells 
and  of  charms.  You  remember  the  Spanish  stotT 
which  you  took  from  me  long  since,  because  I  said, 
in  your  lulmiration  i^  the  chivalry  of  the  olden  timea 
of  Scandinavia,  yon  rivalled  the  extravagance  of  the 
hero,— Ah,  Minna,  your  colour  ahows  that  your  con- 
science checks  you.  Biul  reminds  you  of  the  book  t 
--  ■ -—  think  you.  to  miatake  a  wind- 


mill for  a  giant,  or  the  ce 

for  a  Kiempe,  or  a  Yi-king7" 

Hiima  did  mdeed  colour  will.  >j^<..  —  —u.  u^u.... 
alion,  of  which,  perhapa,  ahe  (all  in  some  degree  tha 

"  You  have  a  right."  she  aaid,  "  to  iniult  m^  b»- 
cauBc  yon  ore  possessed  of  my  secret." 

Brenda's  aoli  heart  could  not  resial  this  charge  of 
unkindnesi  j  she  adjured  her  sister  to  pardon  her,  aitd 
(henatiiral  gentleness  of  Minna's  fedings  cotdd  not 

"We  am  unhappy,"  she  said,  as  she  dried  her  >i>- 
ler't  tears,  "that  we  cannot  see  with  the  some  eye*— 
let  us  not  make  each  other  more  so  by  mumal  insult 
and  unkindneea.  You  have  my  secret- il  will  not, 
perhaps,  long  be  one,  for  my  father  shall  have  the 
confidence  to  which  he  is  emitted,  so  soon  as  cerioia 
circumstances  will  permit  me  lo  ofler  it.  Mean  lima, 
I  repeat,  you  have  my  secret,  and  I  more  than  suspect 
that  I  have  yours  in  eichange,  though  you  reAise  10 

"How,  Minnal"  aaid  Brenda;  "would  you  hiTe 
me  acknowledge  for  any  one  such  feebngs  as  you  al- 
lude to,  eie  he  has  aaid  the  lesst  word  thai  could  jtif- 
tiftsu  '  ' 

Surely  not:  ouie 
by  heat  as  well  as  fli 

"  Ton  onderstand  these  ugns,  Hinna,"  aaid  Brenda, 
hanging  down  her  head,  and  in  vain  ondeavouring  to 
Buppreas  the  temptation  to  repartee  which  her  eiater'f 
remark  ofiered ;  "  but  I  can  only  aay,  thai,  if  ever  I 
love  at  all,  il  shin  not  be  until  I  have  been  aaked  to 
do  so  once  or  twice  al  least,  which  has  not  yM 


Surely  not:  but  a  hidden  Erem 
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chanced  to  me.  But  do  not  let  us  renew  our  quarrel, 
and  rather  let  us  think  why  Noma  should  have  told 
us  that  hornble  tale,  and  to  what  she  expects  it  should 
lead." 

"It  must  have  been  as  a  caution,"  replied  Minna— 
"  a  caution  which  our  situatiop,  and,  I  will  not  denv 
it,  which  mine  in  particular,  might  seem  to  her  to  call 
for:— but  I  am  alike  Htrong  iqmy  own  innocence,  and 
in  tne  honour  of  Cleveland." 

Brenda  would  fain  have  replied,  that  she  did  not 
confide  so  absolutely  in  the  latter  security  as  in  the 
first ;  but  she  was  prudent,  and,  forbearing  to  awa- 
ken the  former  painful  discussion,  onlv  replied,  "It  is 
strange  that  Noma  should  have  said  nothing  more 
of  her  lover.  Surely  he  could  not  desert  her  in  the 
extremity  of  misery  to  which  he  had  reduced  her  7" 

"There  may  be  agonies  of  distress,"  said  Minna, 
after  a  pause,  "  in  which  the  mind  is  so  much  jarred, 
that  it  ceases  to  be  responsive  even  to  the  feelings 
which  have  most  engrossed  it;— her  sorrow  for  her 
lover  may  have  been  swallowed  up  in  horror  and 
despair." 

"  Or  he  might  have  fied  from  the  islands,  in  fear  of 
our  father's  vengeance,"  replied  Brenda. 

"If  for  fear,  or  faintness  of  heart,"  said  Minna, 
looking  upwards,  "  he  was  capable  of  flying  from  the 
ruin  wnicn  he  had  occasioned,  I  trust  he  has  long  ere 
this  sustained  the  punishment  which  Heaven  reserves 
for  the  most  base  and  dastardly  of  traitors  and  of 
cowards.— Come,  sister,  we  are  ere  this  expected  at 
the  breakfast  board.? 

And  they  went  thither,  arm  in  arm,  with  much  more 
of  confidence  than  had  lately  subsisted  between  them  j 
the  little  quarrel  which  had  taken  place  having  served 
the  purpose  of  a  bourasquct  or  sudden  squall,  which 
dispels  mists  and  vapours,  and  leaves  fair  weather 
behind  it. 

On  their  way  to  the  breakfast  apartment,  they 
agreed  that  it  was  unnecessary,  and  might  be  impru- 
dent, to  communicate  to  their  father  the  circumstance 
of  the  nocturnal  visit,  or  to  let  him  observe  that  they 
now  knew  more  than  formerly  of  the  melancholy  his- 
tory of  Noma. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

But  lott  to  me.  for  erer  lost  thoM  jojra, 

Which  rcaion  icattera,  and  which  time  destroys 

No  more  the  midnight  (hiry- train  I  view, 

All  in  the  merry  moonlifht  tipplinc  dew. 

Even  the  lait  hngering  fiction  of  the  brain, 

The  charctairard  ghost,  is  now  at  rest  again.— TV  LOrary. 

Thb  moral  bard,  from  whom  we  borrow  the  motto 
of  this  chapter,  has  touched  a  theme  with  which  most 
readers  have  some  feelings  that  vibrate  unconsciously. 
Superstition,  when  not  arrayed  in  her  full  horrors, 
but  laying  a  gentle  hand  only  on  her  suppliant's  head, 
had  charms  which  we  fail  not  to  regret,  even  in  those 
stages  of  society  from  which  her  inmience  is  well  iiigh 
banished  by  the  light  of  reason  and  general  education. 
At  least,  in  more  ignorant  periods,  her  system  of  ideal 
terrors  had  something  in  them  interesting  to  minds 
which  bad  few  means  of  excitement.  This  is  more 
especially  trae  of  those  lighter  modifications  of  super- 
stitious feelings  and  practices  which  mingle  in  the 
amusements  of  the  mder  ages,  and  are^  like  the  au- 
guries of  Hallow-e'en  in  Scotland,  considered  partly 


as  matter  of  merriment,  partly  as  sad  and  prophetic 
earnest.  And,  with  similar  feelings,  people  even  of 
tolerable  education  have,  in  our  times,  sought  the  cell 
of  a  fortune-teller,  upon  a  frolic,  as  it  is  termed,  and 
yet  not  always  in  a  disposition  absolutely  sceptical 
towards  the  responses  they  receive. 

When  the  sisters  of  Burgh- Westra  arrived  in  the 
apartment  destined  for  a  breakfast,  as  ample  as  that 
which  we  have  described  on  the  preceding^  morning, 
and  had  undergone  a  jocular  rebuke  from  the  Udaller 
for  their  late  attendance,  they  found  the  company, 
most  of  whom  had  already  Breakfasted,  engaged  in 
an  ancient  Norweg[ian  custom,  of  the  character  which 
we  have  just  described. 

It  seems  to  have  been  borrowed  from  those  poems 
of  the  Scalds,  in  which  champions  and  heroines  are 
■0  often  repreaented  ot  seeking  to  know  their  destiny 


from  some  sorcereae  or  prophetett,  who,  as  in  the 
legend  called  by  Gray  the  Descent  of  Odin,  awaken* 
by  the  force  of  Kunic  rhyme  the  unwilling  revealer  of 
the  doom  of  fate,  and  compels  from  her  anawera,  often 
of  dubious  import,  but  which  were  then  believed  to 
express  some  shadow  of  the  events  of  futurity. 

An  old  Sibyl,  Euphane  Fea,  the  housekeeper  we 
have  already  mentioned,  was  installed  in  the  itctm 
of  a  large  window,  studiously  darkened  by  bear-akint 
and  other  miscellaneous  drapery,  so  as  to  give  it 
eomething  the  appearance  of  a  Laplander's  biit.  and 
accommodated,  like  a  confessional  chair,  witn  an 
aperture,  which  permitted  the  person  within  to  hear 
with  ease  whatever  questions  should  be  put.  thoogfa 
not  to  see  the  querist.  Here  seated,  the  voluspa,  or 
sibyl,  was  to  listen  to  the  rhythmical  inqtiiriee  wbiicfa 
should  be  made  to  her,  and  return  an  extemporaneout 
answer.  The  drapery  was  supposed  to  prevent  her 
from  seeing  by  what  individual  she  waa  consulted, 
and  the  intended  or  accidental  reference  which  the 
answer  given  imder  such  circumsiancea  bore  to  the 
situation  of  the  peieon  by  whom  the  question  was 
asked,  often  furnished  food  for  laughter,  and  aome- 
times,  as  it  happened,  for  more  serious  reflectioQ. 
The  sibyl  was  usually  chosen  from  her  poasesaioff^ 
the  talent  of  improvisation  in  the  Norse  poetry;  no 
imusiuil  accomplishment,  where  the  minda  of  many 
were  stored  with  old  verses,  and  where  the  rales  of 
metrical  composition  are  uncommonly  simple.  The 
questions  were  also  put  in  verse;  but  as  this  power  of 
extemporaneous  composition,  though  common,  cook) 
not  be  supposed  universal,  the  medium  of  an  interprer 
ter  might  be  used  by  any  querist,  which  interpreter, 
holding  the  consulter  of  the  oracle  by  the  hand,  and 
standing  by  the  place  from  which  the  oracles  weiv 
issued,  had  the  taisk  of  rendering  into  verse  the  subject 
of  inquiry. 

On  the  present  occasion,  Claud  Halcro  waa  sum- 
moned by  the  universal  voice,  to  perform  the  part  of 
interpreter ;  and,  after  shaking  his  head,  and  mutter- 
ing some  apology  for  decay  of  memory  and  poetical 
powers,  contracficted  at  once  by  his  own  coascioos 
smile  of  confidence  and  by  the  general  about  of  die 
company,  the  light-heartea  old  man  oame  forward  to 
play  nis  part  in  the  proposed  entertainment 

uut  just  as  it  was  about  to  commence,  the  arranoe^ 
ment  of  parts  was  singularly  altered.  Noma  of  the 
Fitful-head,  whom  every  one  excepting  the  two  sis- 
ters believed  to  be  at  the  distance  of  many  miles,  sud- 
denly, and  without  greeting,  entered  the  apartment, 
walked  majestically  up  to  the  bear-skin  tabernacle^  and 
signed  to  the  female  who  was  there  seated  to  abdicate 
her  sanctuary.  The  old  woman  came  forth,  shaking 
her  head,  ana  looking  like  one  overwhelmed  with  lirar ; 
nor,  indeed,  were  there  many  in  the  company  who 
saw  with  absolute  composure  the  sudden  appearance 
of  a  person,  so  well  known  and  so  generally  dreaded 
as  Noma. 

She  paused  a  moment  at  the  eit  trance  of  the  tent; 
and,  as  she  raised  the  skin  which  formed  the  en< 
trance,  she  looked  up  to  the  North,  as  if  imploring 
from  that  quarter  a  strain  of  inspiration ;  then  sign- 
ing to  the  surprised  guests  that  they  might  approach 
in  succession  the  shrine  in  which  she  waa  about  to 
install  herself,  she  entered  the  tent,  and  was  shrouded 
from  their  sight. 

But  this  was  a  different  sport  from  what  the  com- 
pany had  meditated,  and  to  most  of  them  seemed  to 
present  so  much  more  of  earnest  than  of  game,  that 
there  was  no  alacrity  shown  to  consult  the  orade. 
The  character  and  pretensions  of  Noma  seemed,  to 
almost  all  present,  too  serious  for  the  part  which  six 
had  assumed ;  the  men  whispered  to  each  other,  aad 
the  women,  according  to  Claud  Halcro,  realixed  tlic 
description  of  glorious  John  Dr>'den,— 

"  With  horror  shuddering,  in  a  heap  thar  ran.** 


The  pause  was  interrupted  by  the  loud  manlv  void 
of  the  Udaller.  "Why  does  the  game  stand  atiU,  of 
masters?  Are  you  afraid  because  my  kinswoman  is  » 
play  our  voluspa  ?  It  ia  kindly  done  in  her,  to  do  foris 
what  none  in  the  isles  can  do  so  well ;  and  we  will  not 
baulk  our  sport  for  it,  but  rather  go  on  the  merricj* 

There  was  still  a  pauae  in  the  company,  and  Ma^ 
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nns  Troil  added,  "It  shall  never  be  said  that  my  kins* 
woman  sat  in  her  bower  unhalsed,  as  if  she  were 
some  onT  the  old  roountain-giantesaes,  and  all  from 
ftini  heart  I  will  speak  first  myself;  bat  the  rhyme 
oomes  worse  from  my  tongue  than  when  I  was  a 
score  of  years  younger.— Oiaud  Ua)oro,  you  must 
stand  by  me." 

Hand  in  hand  they  approached  the  shrine  of  the 
supposed  sibyl,  and  after  a  moment's  consultation 
togecber,  Halcro  thus  expressed  the  query  of  his  friend 
and  patron.  Now,  the  Udaller,  like  many  persons  of 
consequence  in  Zetland,  who,  as  Sir  Robert  Sibbald 
had  testified  for  them,  had  begun  thus  early  to  apply 
both  to  commerce  and  navigation,  was  concerned  to 
some  extent  in  the  whale-fishery  of  the  season,  and 
the  butl  had  been  directed  to  put  into  his  halting 
verse  an  inquiry  concerning  its  success. 

Claud  Haloso. 
"  Mother  diriMooM,  Motlitr  dread- 
Dwaiier  oo  the  Fitful-liead, 
Tiiou  caost  we  what  deedii  are  done 
Under  the  nevertietting  tun. 
Look  throof  U  vieet,  and  look  thfftoth  froat. 
Look  to  Qieenlaad'i  caves  and  coaat,— 
Br  tlie  iceberf  it  a  sail 
Chasiog  of  the  swarthy  whale ; 
■  Mother  doabtfkl.Mother  dread. 
Tell  us,  \tu  Uie  good  sliip  sped  ?" 

The  jest  seemed  to  turn  to  earnest,  as  all,  bending 
their  heads  around,  listened  to  the  voice  of  Noma, 
who,  without  a  moment's  hesitation,  answered  fix>m 
the  recesses  of  the  tent  in  which  she  was  enclosed  ;— 

Norn  A. 
"  The  thought  of  the  aged  is  ever  oo  gear,— 
On  his  Ashing,  his  furrow,  his  flock,  aod  his  steer ; 
But  thrive  may  his  fi«hiog,  flock,  furrow,  and  herd, 
Wbile  the  aged  for  anguish  shall  tear  his  gray  beard.** 

There  was  a  momentary  pauae,  during  which  Trip- 
tolemus  had  time  to  whisper,  */  If  ten  witches  and  as 
nany  warlocks  were  to  swear  it.  I  will  never  believe 
hat  a  decent  man  will  either  fash  his  beard  or  himself 
ibout  any  thing,  so  long  as  stock  and  crop  goes  as  it 
ihould  do." 

But  the  voice  from  within  the  tent  resumed  its  low 
nonotonous  tone  of  recitation,  and  interrupting  far- 
her  commentary,  proceeded  as  follows  :— 

NOBNA. 

"  The  ship,  well  laden  as  bark  need  be, 
Lies  deep  in  the  Airrow  of  the  Iceland  sea  ;— 
The  breeze  for  Zetland  blows  fair  and  soft. 
And  gaily  the  garland*  is  fluttering  aloft : 
Ssven  good  Ashes  have  spouted  their  last. 
Aod  ttteir  jaw -bones  are  hanging  to  yard  and  mast  ;t 
Two  are  for  Lerwickjipd  two  for  Kirkwall,- 
And  three  for  Burgh- Westra,  ttie  choicest  of  all." 

**Now  the  powers  above  look  down  and  protect 
sV  said  Bryce  Snailsfoot;  "for  it  is  man-  than 
rotnan's  wit  that  has  spaed  out  th(it  ferly.  I  saw 
iera  at  North  Ronaldshaw,  that  had  seen  the  good 
ark,  the  Olave  of  Lerwick,  that  our  worthy  patron 
as  such  a  great  share  in  that  she  may  be  called  his 
wn  in  a  manner,  and  they  had  broomedt  the  shipk 
nd,  OS  sure  as  there  are  stars  in  heaven,  she  answered 
lem  for  leven  fish,  exact  as  Noma  has  tsUed  us  in 
er  rhyme  !'*  ... 

"Umph— seven  fish  exactly!  and  you  heard  it  at 
Torth  Ronaldshaw  T*  said  Captain  Cleveland,  '*and 
suppose  told  it  as  a  good  piece  of  news  when  you 
ame  hither?" 

"  It  never  crossed  my  tongue,  Captain,"  answered 
le  pedlar;  ''}  have  kend  inony  chapmen,  travelling 
lerchants,  and  such  like,  neglect  their  goods  to  carry 
[ashes  ana.clavers  up  and  down,  firom  oiie  country- 
de  to  another ;  but  that  is  no  traffic  of  mine.  I  din- 
a  believe  I  have  mentioned  the  Olave's  having  made 
p  her  corgo  to  three  folks  since  I  crossed  to  Diin- 


>ssne89." 

•  The  farland  is  an  artiicial  coronet,  eompoeed  of  ribands  by 

loae  young  women  who  take  au  interest  in  a  whaling  vessel  or 

ft  crew :  It  is  always  displayed  fVoin  the  rigging,  and  preserved 

ith  rroat  care  during  tlie  voyage. 

r  Ttie  best  oil  exudes  from  the  jaw-bones  of  the  whale,  which, 

T  ine  purpoee  of  oolleetiog  it,  are  suspended  to  the  masts  of 

le  teasel. 

I  "  there  Is  established  amooff  wlialert  a  sort  of  telegraphic 

(oal,  in  wtiieh  a  eeruin  number  of  motions,  made  with  a 

>o<tnn,  Axprea  to  any  other  vessel  the  oomber  of  fish  whieh 

My  hav«  cMght 


"But  if  one  of  those  three  had  spoken  the  newt 
over  again,  and  it  is  two  to  one  tliat  such  a  thing  hap- 
pened, the  old  lady  prophesies  upon  velvet" 

Such  was  the  speech  of  Cleveland,  addressed  to 
Magnus  Troil,  and  heard  without  any  applause.  The 
Udaller's  respect  for  hiscountry  ex^ndea  to  its  super- 
stitbns,  and  so  did  the  interest  which  be  took  in  his 
unfortunate  kinswoman.  If  he  never  rendered  a  pre- 
cise assent  to  her  high  supernatural  pretensions,  hs 
was  not  at  least  de8ux}us  of  hearing  them  disputed 
by  others. 

**Noma."  he  said,  "his  cousin,"  (an  emphasis  on 
the  word,)  "held  no  communication  with  Bryce 
Snailafoot,  or  his  acquaintances.  He  did  not  pre- 
tend to  explain  how  she  came  by  her  information  i 
but  he  had  always  remarked  that  Scotsmen^nd  in- 
deed strangers  ingener^  when  they  came  to  Zedand. 
were  readv  to  finareasons  for  things  which  remained 
sufficiently  obscure  to  those  whose  ancestors  had 
dwelt  there  for  ases." 

Captain  Cleveland  took  the  hint,  and  bowed,  with- 
out attempting  to  defend  his  own  scepticism. 

"And  now  forward,  my  brave  hearts,"  said  die 
Udaller :  "  and  may  all  have  as  good  tidings  as  I 
have  I  Three  whales  cannot  but  yield— let  me  think 
how  many  hogsheads" 

There  was  an  obvious  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the 
guests  to  be  the  next  in  consulting  the  oracle  of  the 
tent 

"GKide  news  are  welcome  to  some  folks,  if  they 
came  free  the  deil  himsell,"  said  Mistress  Baby  Yef- 
lowley,  addressing  the  Lady  Glowrowrum,— for  a 
similarity  of  disposition  in  some  respects  had  made  a 
sort  of  intimacy  betwixt  them— "out  I  think,  mv 
leddy,  that  this  tias  ower  mickle  of  rank  witchcraft 
in  it  to  have  the  countenance  of  douce  Christian 
folks  like  you  and  me,  my  leddy." 

"  There  may  be  something  m  what  you  say.  my 
dame^"  replied  the  good  Lady  Glowrowrum ;  but 
we  Hialdandere  are  no  just  like  other  folks :  and  this 
woman,  if  she  be  a  witch,  being  the  Fowd's  fViend 
and  near  kinswoman,  it  will  be  ill  taen  if  we  haena 
our  fortunes  spaed  like  a*  the  rest  of  them ;  and  sae 
my  nieces  may  e'en  step  forward  in  their  turn,  and 
nae  harm  dune.  They  will  hae  time  to  repent,,  ye 
ken,  m  the  course  of  nature,  if  there  be  ony  thing 
wrang  in  it.  Mistress  Yellowley." 

WhUe  others  remained  under  similar  uncertainty 
and  apprehension,  Halcro,  who  .saw  by  the  knitting 
of  the  old  Udaller's  brows,  and  by  a  certain  impatient 
shuffle  of  his  right  foot,  like  the  motion  of  a  man  who 
with  difficulty  refrains  from  stampii^  that  his  pa- 
tience began  to  wax  rather  thin,  gallantly  declared, 
that  he  himself  would,  in  his  own  person,  and  not  as 
a  procurator  for  others,  put  the  next  querv  to  the  Py- 
thoness. He  paused  a  minute— collected  his  rhymes, 
and  thus  addressed  her : 

Claud  Haijobo. 
"Mother  doubtful.  Mother  dread. 
Dweller  of  the  Fitful  head, 
Thou  hast  conn'd  Aill  many  a  rhyme. 
That  lives  upon  tlie  sune  of  time : 
Tell  roe,  shall  my  lays  be  song, 
Like  Hacon's  of  the  golden  tongue, 
Lon^  after  Halero's  dead  aod  gone? 
Or,  shall  Hialtland's  minstrel  own 
One  note  to  rival  glorious  Joho  1" 

The  voice  of  the  sibyl  immediately  replied,  from  hm 
sanctuary, 

NORNA. 

"The  infknt  loves  Uie  rattle's  Doise ; 
Age,  double  childhood,  hath  its  toys  i 
But  diflferent  far  the  descant  rings, 
As  strikes  a  different  tiand  Uie  strings. 
Tlie  Eagle  mounts  the  polar  sky— 
The  Imber-goose,  ooskiird  to  liy, 
Must  be  content  to  glide  aloof, 
Where  seal  and  sea-dog  list  his  song." 

Halcro  bit  his  lip,  shrugged  h  s  shoidders,  and  thsnt 
instantly  recovering  his  good-humour,  and  the  ready, 
though  slovenly  power  of  extemporaneous  composi- 
tion, with  which  long  habit  had  invested  him,  he  gal- 
lantly rejoined, 

CLAtjoHAuno. 
"  Be  mine  the  Imber-gooee  to  play. 
And  haunt  looa  eave  aod  aUsot  bay »- 


THE  PIRATE. 


(Chap.  XXL 


TiM  Arebtr't  ain  M  •taall  I .    _ 
So  •hall  I  *BUS»  dM  levaU'd  cun- 
Content  mr  vene'i  tstMleM  jiiifl«| 
With  Tb«l**i  •oundisff  UdM  to  niofM. 
While,  to  the  ear  of  wandmoff  wif  ht, 
Upoo  the  diftaot  headland'e  heifht, 
8oft«B*d  bf  munnur  of  the  aaa, 
The  Hide  eooada  memWu  haimoajri'* 

At  the  little  bard  stepped  back«  with  an  alert  gait, 
and  satiafied  air,  aeneral  applaoae  followed  the  spi- 
rited maoner  in  wnich  he  had  acquiesced  in  the  doom 
which  levelled  him  with  an  ImSer-eoose.  But  his 
resigned  and  courageous  submission  did  not  even  yet 
encourage  any  odier  person  to  consult  the  redoubted 
Norna. 

"  The  coward  fools !"  said  the  Udaller.  "  Are  you 
too  afraid,  Captain  Cleveland,  to  speak  to  an  old  wo- 
man?—Ask  her  any  thing— «sk  her  whether  the 
twelve-gun  sloop  at  Kirkwall  be  your  consort  or  no." 

^veland  looked  at  Minna,  and  probably  conceiv- 
ing that  she  watched  with  anxiety  his  answer  to  her 
fauier's  question,  he  collected  himself;  after  a  mo- 
ment's hesitation. 

"  I  never  was  afraid  of  man  or  woman.— Master 
Halcro,  you  have  heard  the  question  which  our  host 
desires  me  to  ask— put  it  in  my  name,  and  in  your 
own  way— I  pretend  to  as  little  skill  in  pootry  asl  do 
in  witchcraft." 

Halcro  did  not  wait  to  be  invited  twice,  but,  grac- 
ing Captain  Cleveland's  hand  in  his,  according  to  the 
fi>rm  which  the  game  prescribed,  he  put  the  query 
which  the  Udaller  had  dictated  to  the  stranger,  in 
the  following  words  :— 

Claud  BAixau. 
"  Mother  doobtflil.  MoUier  dread. 
Dweller  of  the  Fitnd-head, 
A  ffallant  bark  ftora  far  abroad, 
Snint  Mafnns  hath  her  in  hiR  road, 
With  CUM  and  ftrelocke  not  a  few— 
A  tilkea  and  a  aoailet  crew, 
Deep  fltored  with  precious  inercbaodiae, 
or  fold,  and  foodi  of  rare  devioe— 
What  intemt  hath  oar  comrade  bold 
Id  bark  and  crew,  in  foode  and  fold  7* 

There  was  a  pause  of  unusual  duration  ere  the  ora- 
cle would  return  any  answer;  and  when  she  replied, 
it  was  in  a  lower,  though  an  equally  decided  tone, 
with  that  which  she  had  hitherto  employ pd  .— 

Norma. 
"  Gold  ia  fuddr,  fair,  and  fnn, 
Blood  ii  crlmMm,  and  dark  to  lee  ;— 
I  look'd  out  on  Saint  Macnui  Baj, 
And  I  «w  a  fUoon  that  atmck  her  pray,— 
A  fobbet  of  fleeh  in  her  beak  the  bore^ 
And  talone  and  ainrlM  are  drippioff  with  tore j 
Let  hhn  that  aeke  after  them  look  on  hie  hand. 
And  if  there  ia  blood  on't,  he'i  ooe  of  then* band." 

Cleveland  smiled  scornfully,  and  held  out  his  hand, 
— ^Few  men  have  been  on  the  Spanish  main  as  of- 
ten as  I  have,  without  having  had  to  do  with  the 
Ouarda  Cottas  once  and  again ;  but  there  never  was 
aught  like  a  stain  on  my  hand  that  a  wet  towel 
wotdd  not  wipe  away."  .  ,    „^ 

The  Udaller  added  his  voice  potential— "There  is 
never  peace  with  Spaniards  beyond  the  Line,— I  have 
heard  Captain  Tragendeck  and  honest  old  Commo- 
dore Rummelaer  say  so  a  hundred  times,  and  they 
have  both  been  down  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  and 
all  thereabouts.- 1  hate  all  Spaniards,  since  they 
came  here  and  reft  the  Fair  Isle  men  of  their  vivers 
in  1B68.*  I  have  heard  my  grandfather  speak  of  it ; 
and  there  is  an  old  Dutch  bistorv  somewhere  about 
the  house,  that  shows  what  work  they  made  in  the 
Low  Countries  long  since.  There  is  neither  mercy 
nor  faith  in  them."  _,     ,     ,    .^  , 

"  True— true,  my  old  friend,"  said  Cleveland ;  they 
are  as  jealous  of  their  Indian  possessions  as  an  old 
man  of  his  young  bride ;  and  if  they  can  catch  you  at 
disadvantage,  the  mines  for  your  life  is  the  wordr— 
and  so  we  nght  them  with  our  colours  nailed  to  the 
mast" 

*  The  Admhal  of  the  Spanieh  Armada  wai  wrecked  oo  the 
Fair  Ide.  half'war  betwixt  the  Orkner  and  Zetland  Archipe- 
lafo.  The  Duke  of  Medina  Sidonia  landed,  with  WNDe  of  hit 
people,  and  pillated  the  ialandera  of  their  wmtsr  etorea.  Theee 
ftrtngera  are  remembered  as  having  raotained  on  the  island  by 
Ibrea,  and  on  bad  terma  with  the  inbabitaota,  till  iiHinf  re- 
taned,  mbmi  tliejr  eflboted  their  eaeape. 


"  Tliat  is  the  way,"  shouted  the  Udaller :  "  the  old 
British  jack  should  never  down  1  When  I  think  of 
the  wooden  wallsu  I  ahnost  think  myself  an  Englisb- 
maiL  only  it  would  be  becoming  too  like  my  Scottiiti 
neignboivsr-but  come,  noofiem»  to  any  h^  SBaile> 
men— all  are  frieods.  and  all  are  weloMiie.~<?onM; 
Brenda.  go  on  with  the  play— do  you  speak  next,  you 
have  Norse  rhymes  enough,  we  all  know." 

"Bat  none  that  suit  the  game  we  play  at,  fatfao," 
said  Brenda,  drawing  back. 

**  Nonsense  I"  saio^her  father,  poahing  her  oowiri 
while  Halcro  seized  on  her  reluctant  hand;  "new 
let  mistimed  modesty  mar  honest  mirth— Spsik  far 
Brenda,  Halcro— it  is  your  trade  to  inteipret  mayeot* 
thoughts." 

The  poet  bowed  to  the  beautiful  voung  woman,  widi 
the  devotion  of  a  poet  and  the  gallantry  of  a  travdki; 
and  having,  in  a  whisper,  reminded  hor  that  she  wu 
in  no  way  responsible  for  the  nonsense  he  was  abooi 
to  speak,  he  paused,  looked  upward,  simpered  as  if  be 
had  caught  a  sudden  idea,  and  at  length  set  off  in  die 
followu^  verses:- 

CiAiTD  Hai<Tan, 
"  Mother  doubtftil.  Mother  dread- 
Dwrelier  of  the  Fitntl-bead, 
Well  thou  know'it  it  it  thy  tariE 
To  tell  what  beauty  will  not  aak  :— 
Then  ateep  thy  words  in  wine  and  milk. 
And  wea^e  a  doom  of  cold  and  ailk,— 
For  we  would  know,  ahall  Brenda  prove 
In  love,  and  liappy  io  her  lore  )*' 

The  prophetess  replied  almost  immediately  fioo 
behind  ner  curtain  :*- 

NOBMA. 

"  Untdueh'd  by  love,  the  maidett'e  breast 
Is  like  the  snow  on  Rona's  crest, 
Hifft\  seated  in  the  middle  ricy, 
In  briffht  and  barrso  purity ; 
But  by  the  sunbeam  fenUy  kiss'd. 
Scarce  by  the  gazinc  eye  'tis  miss'd, 
Ere  down  the  lonely  valley  stealinr, 
Fresh  crass  and  itrowth  ita  course  revaaliac; 
It  eheera  the  flock,  revives  the  flower, 
And  decks  some  happy  shepherd's  bower." 

"  A  comfortable  doctrine,  and  most  justly  spoken,** 
said  the  Udaller,  seizing  the  blushing  Brenda,  m  stw 
was  endeavouring  to  escape — "  Never  think  shame 
for  the  matter,  my  girl  To  be  the  mistress  of  soioe 
honest  man's  housf,  and  the  means  of  maintaioiog 
some  old  Norse  name,  making  neighbours  happy,  tbi 
poor  easy,  and  relieving  atrangersj  is  the  moat  credit* 
able  lot  a  young  woman  can  look  to,  and  I  besrtOt 
wish  it  to  all  here.— Come,  who  speus  nezf^-good 
husbands  are  going— Maddie  Oroatsettar— my  prettr 
Clara,  come  and  have  your  share." 

The  Lady  Qlowrownim  shook  her  head,  and  '*eoda 
not,"  she  said,  "  altogether  approve**- 

"  Enough  said-*-enough  said,"  replied  Magnos;  "oe 
compulsion ;  but  the  play  ahall  go  on  till  we  are  tired 
of  it.  Here,  Minna— I  nave  got  vou  at  coroniina- 
Stand  forth,  my  girl— there  are  plenty  of  thingi  to 
be  ashamed  of  besides  old-fashioned  and  innocent 
pleasantry.— Come,  I  will  q>eak  for  you  roy>^ 
though  I  am  not  sure  I  can  remember  rhyme  enoogo 
for  it.^* 

There  wai  a  slight  colour  which  passed  rapidlj 
over  Minna*s  face,  but  she  instantly  regained  a^ 
composure,  and  stood  erect  by  her  father,  aaow 
superior  to  any  Jittle  jest  to  which  her  situation  nogbt 
give  rise.  . 

Her  father,  nfter  some  rubbing  of  his  brow,  av 

other  mechanical  eflbrts  to  assist  bis  memory.,  it 

length  recovered  verse  sufficient  to  put  the  foUowiof 

luery,  though  in  leas  gallant  strains  than  those" 


Maoxus  Tbou. 
**  Mother,  speak,  and  do  not  tarry, 
Here 's  a  maiden  fkin  would  many, 
8ball  she  marry,  ay  or  uoti 
If  she  marry,  what 's  bar  lotl" 

A  deep  sigh  was  uttered  within  the  tabemacjeof 
the  soothsayer,  as  if  she  compassionated  the  sabjact 
of  the  doom  which  she  was  obliged  to  proiiooB0a> 
She  then,  as  usual,  returned  her  response  :— 

NOBMA. 

"  Untouoh'd  by  lovt.  the  maid«B*s  breast 
Is  like  the  soow  oo  Rooa's  evast ; 


J   ^ie«k  a  hasly  word— Ihoi 


Ml  Mil  IM  «n*ib  Willi  nanr  ■  iiua. 

Laia  ytmiloof  traa  tta  1o(ly  ndi." ' 

The  Udiller  heard  tfais  reply  inlh  ~— - 

"By  the  bouaa  of  Ihe  Marlyr,"  said  he,  hia  bold 
Tiniiga  bocoming  suddenly  ruddy,  "thia  ia  an  ahiiae 
of  counesy  I  and,  were  ii  any  hul  yourself  thai  had 
claiaed  my  dsu)^ter's  name  and  the  word  dealniclion 
iDSethet,  ihey  had  betler  hive  lefl  the  word  unspokaD. 
But  come  forth  of  the  leni.  thou  old  galdragon,"*  be 
uJded,  with  a  amUe— "I  should  have  known  that 
(hou  canal  not  long  jov  in  any  thing  that  amacka  of 
minh,  Ood  help  iheer  Bia  aummans  received  no 
answsr  i  and,  luter  wailins  a  moment  he  again  .sd- 

dreosed  her — "Nay, ■""  "  " ''"  ""   '""" 

wwrnan,  though  I 

knoweal  I  bear  malii , 

•ocotne  forth,  and  !el  us  shake  hands.— Thou  raighlat 
have  foretold  the  wreck  of  my  abip  and  boals,  or  a 
bad  herring- fishery,  and  I  should  nsve  said  never  a 
word  1  hut  Minna  or  Breniio.  you  know,  are  Ihines 
which  touch  me  nearer.  Bui  come  out,  shake  bands, 
and  there  let  there  he  an  end  on' i." 

Noma  relomed  no  answer  wholcver  lo  his  repeated 
invocations,  and  the  company  began  to  look  upon 
each  other  with  some  surprise,  when  the  Ddalter, 
taiaing  the  tida  which  covered  the  enlrance  of  Iha 
tent,  oiacoTered  thai  ihe  tnlerior  was  empty.  The 
wonder  was  now  general,  and  not  unmixed  with  fear; 
ibr  it  aaemed  imposaiblo  that  Norna  could  have,  in 
anjr  manner,  eteap«J  Trotn  the  laberaacte  in  wbidi 
aha  was  enclosed,  wilhout  having  been  discovered  by 
the  company.  Bone,  however,  she  was,  and  the 
Udallar,  afler  a  momeni'e  consideration,  dropt  the 
akin-curlain  again  over  the  cntronce  of  Ihe  lenL 

"  Hy  friends,"  hesaid,  wilh  a  cheerful  countenance, 
"  we  have  long  known  my  kinswoman,  and  that  her 
ways  are  nol  like  those  of  ihe  ordinary  fblka  of  this 
world.  But  ahe  means  well  by  Hinldand,  and  hath 
the  lore  of  a  atsler  for  me,  and  for  my  house ;  end  no 
RueMof  mine  needs  either  lo  fenr  evil,  or  lo  lake  of- 
fence, at  her  hand.  1  have  Utile  doubt  she  will  be 
with  ua  at  dinoar-iime," 

"Now,  Henven  forbid  !"  said  Mrs.  Baby  I'ellowler 
— "for,  my  gude  Leddy  Qlowrowrum,  lo  lell  your  leiT- 
dyship  the  truth.  I  likenn  cummers  ihat  can  command 
gae  bke  a  g^nce  of  tho  aun,  or  the  whisk  of  a  whitl- 


ihnnkful  thai 
■ray  wi'  hi 
le  pranks,  and 


id  the  Lady  Glow- 

^V°ik'"of°he?have 
has  she  hetaell,  uiilesa 


Similar  murmurs  ran  through  the 
pnny,  until  the  Vdaller  upUfied  hlx 
imperative  voice  te  pul  them  lo  silence,  and  invited, 
or  rather  commanded,  ihe  aitendance  of  his  guests 
to  betiold  the  boats  sel  off  for  ihe  haa/  or  deep-sea 
fiahine, 

"Tha  wind  has  been  high  since  sunrise."  he  anid, 
"  and  had  kept  the  bosis  in  the  bay ;  but  now  it  waa 
favourable}  and  they  would  aail  immediptely." 

This  sudden  alleration  of  the  wentner  occosianed 
mmdry  nods  and  winka  amongst  the  guesis,  who 
were  nol  indisposed  to  conned  it  with  Noma's  sud- 
den disappearance;  but  wilhout  giving  vent  lo  ob- 

boal.  Ihey  followed  his  slalely  Bie;>  t 
hard  of  deer  follows  the  leading  sr  ~ 


Thb  liniior  while  fishery  is  the  ptincip 
„ient  of  the  natives  of  Zetland,  and  wsa  foi 
upon  which  iha  gentry  chiefly  depended  f< 
>  and  ibe  poor  for  ihar  sabaialence. 
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ing  seftMn  is  tberefoie.  Mkt  tht  hanrest  of  an  agricul- 
tttral  country,  the  busiest  and  most  important,  as  well 
as  the  most  animating,  period  of  the  year. 

The  fishermen  of  each  district  assemble  at  particu- 
lar stations,  with  their  boats  and  crews,  and  erect 
upon  the  shore  small  huts^  composed  of  shingle  and 
covered  with  turf  for  their  temporary  lodging,  and 
akeos,  or  drying-nouses,  for  the  fish;  so  that  the 
lonely  beach  at  once  assumes  the  appearance  of  an 
Indian  town.  The  banks  to  which  they  repair  for 
the  Haaf  fishing,  are  often  many  miles  distant  from 
the  station  where  the  fish  is  dried ;  so  that  they  are 
alwaya  twenty  or  thirty  hours  absent,  frequently 
longer;  and  under  unfavourable  circumstances  of 
wind  and  tide,  they  remain  at  sea,  with  a  very  small 
stock  of  provisions,  and  in  a  boat  of  a  construction 
which  seems  extremely  slender,  for  two  or  three  days, 
and  are  sometimes  heard  of  no  more.  The  departure 
of  the  fishers,  therefore,  on  this  occupation,  has  in  it 
a  character  of  danger  and  of  sutTering,  which  renders 
it  dignified,  and  the  anxiety  of  the  females  who  re- 
main on  the  beach,  watching  the  departure  of  the  les- 
sening boat,  or  anxiously  looking  out  for  its  return, 
gives  pathos  to  the  scene.* 

The  scene,  therefore,  was  in  busy  and  anxious  ani- 
mation, when  the  Udoller  and  his  friends  appeared  on 
the  beach.  The  various  crews  of  about  thirty  boats, 
amounting  each  to  from  three  to  five  or  six  men,  were 
tfdiing  leave  of  their  wives  and  female  relatives,  and 
jumpmg  on  board  their  long  Norway  skiffs,  where 
their  lines  and  tackle  lay  ready  stowed.  Magnus  was 
not  an  idle  spectator  of^  the  scene ;  he  went  from  one 
place  to  another,  inquiring  into  the  state  of  their  pro- 
visions for  the  voyage,  and  their  preparations  for  the 
fishing— now  and  then,  vnth  a  rough  Dutch  or  Norse 
oath,  abusing  them  for  blockheads,  for  going  to  sea 
with  their  boats  indifierently  found,  but  always  ending 
by  ordering  from  his  own  stores  a  gallon  of  gin,  a  lis- 
pund  of  meal,  or  some  similar  essential  addition  to 
their  sea-stores.  The  hardy  sailors,  on  receiving 
such  favours,  expressed  their  thanks  in  the  brief  gruff 
manner  which  their  landlord  best  approved:  but  the 
women  were  more  clamorous  in  their  gratitude,  which 
Itfagnus  was  often  obliged  to  silence  by  cursing  all 
female  tongues  from  Eve's  downwards. 

At  lengm  all  were  on  board  and  ready,  the  sails 
were  hoisted,  the  signal  for  departure  given,  the  rowers 
b^an  to  pull,  and  all  started  from  the  shore,  in  strong 
emulation  to  get  first  to  the  fishing  ground,  and  to 
have  their  lines  set  before  the  rest ;  an  exploit  to 
which  no  little  conseouence  was  attached  by  the 
boat's  crew  who  should  be  happy  enough  to  perform  it 

While  they  wers  yet  within  bearing  of  the  shore, 
they  chanted  an  ancient  Norse  ditty,  appropriate  to 
the  occasion,  of  which  Claud  Halcro  had  execnted 
tha  following  literal  translation  >- 

"  Farewell,  tnemr  maidens,  to  song,  and  to  laovh. 
For  the  brave  ladi  of  Wentn  are  bouad  to  ttw  Haaf; 
And  we  miwt  liavo  labour,  and  hunger,  and  pain. 
Ere  we  dance  with  the  niaidi  of  Dunro^niFU  again. 

"  For  now  in  our  trim  boats  of  Norovray  deal, 

We  mutt  dance  on  the  waves,  with  ilie  porpoise  and  aeal ; 

The  breeze  it  sbail  pipe,  m»  it  pipe  not  too  hifli. 

And  the  gull  be  our  songstren  wlien'er  she  flits  bj. 

"  Sing  on,  mr  bravo  bird,  while  we  follow,  like  thee, 
Bf  Imnk,  shoal,  and  quicknand,  the  nwarms  of  tlie  sea  ; 
And  when  twenty  urore  fitthes  are  atraininc  our  line. 
Sing  louder,  brave  bird,  for  their  spoils  shall  be  thioa. 

**  We'll  sing  while  we  bait  and  we'll  sing  wlien  we  haul. 
For  tlie  deeps  of  the  Haaf  have  enough  for  us  all : 

*  Dr.  Edmonston,  the  ingenious  author  of  a  View  of  the  An- 
eitnt  and  Present  State  of  tlte  Zetland  Islands,  has  placed  this 
part  of  the  mibjcct  in  an  interesting  licht  "  It  is  truly  painful 
to  witnesn  the  anxinty  and  distren  which  tlie  wives  of  these 
pKOOr  men  sutler  on  the  approach  of  a  storm.  Regardless  of  fa- 
tigtie,  they  leave  their  homes,  and  fly  to  the  spot  where  they 
expect  their  husbandv  to  land,  or  ascend  tbe  snimnit  of  a  rock, 
to  look  out  for  them  on  the  boaom  of  the  deep.  Should  they 
get  the  glimpse  of  a  sail,  they  watch,  with  trembling  solicitude, 
Its  alternate  rise  and  disappearance  on  the  waves ;  and  though 
ofloD  tianqttillized  by  the  saft  arrival  of  the  objects  of  their 
search,  yet  it  sometime)'  is  their  lot  *  to  hail  tlie  bark  that  never 
can  return.'  Subject  to  the  influence  of  a  variable  el  iosate,  ami 
•ogaged  on  a  sea  naturally  tempestuous,  with  rapid  eurrenu, 
aearcely  a  season  passes  over  without  the  occurrence  of  some 
tetal  aooidentor  hairbreadth  tecape. "-Fiew,  d-e.  ^tke^tUnd 
JUfflii,  vol.  i.  p.  938.  Many  iatareatHiff  particulars  reapectiog 
the  fkhanaa  and  agriculture  of  Zetland,  as  well  m  its  antiqui* 
tiai,  may  be  fouod  in  tlie  wock  wa  hava  quotad. 


Tbare  is  torric  for  tha  laotla,  and  drata  fbrttaa  eaita, 
And  thera*8  wealth  fbr  bold  Magnus,  the  son  of  the  sail 

"  Hazza !  my  brave  comrades,  give  way  for  tha  Haaf, 
We  shall  sooner  come  back  to  the  dance  and  Uw  laoi^ ; 
For  life  without  mirth  is  a  lamp  without  oil : 
Then,  mirth  and  long  life  to  the  bold  Magmis  Troil  l" 

The  rude  words  of  the  song  were  soon  drowned  io 
the  ripple  of  the  waves,  but  the  tune  continued  lonx 
to  mingle  with  the  sound  of  wind  and  sea,  and  thi 
boats  were  Uke  so  many  black  specks  on  the  surface 
of  the  ocean,  diminishing  by  degrees  as  they  bore  f^ 
and  farther  seaward ;  while  the  ear  could  distingui^ 
touches  of  the  human  voice,  almost  drowned  amid 
that  of  the  elements. 

The  fishermen's  vdvea  looked  their  last  after  tbe 
parting  sails,  and  were  now  departing  slowljr,  with 
downcast  and  anxious  looks,  towards  the  huts  io 
which  they  were  to  make  arrangements  forprepariog 
and  drying  the  fish,  with  which  they  hoped  to  set 
their  husbands  and  friends  return  deeply  Udeo.  Heie 
and  there  an  old  sibyl  displayed  the  superior  import* 
ance  of  her  experience,  by  predicting,  from  tbe  ap- 
pearance of  the  atmosphere,  that  the  wind  wouki  M 
fair  or  foul,  while  others  recommended  a  vow  to  tbe 
Kirk  of  St.  Ninian's  for  the  safety  of  their  men  and 
boats,  (an  ancient  Catholic  superstition,  not  yet 
wholly  abolished,)  and  others,  but  in  a  low  and  tinoor- 
ous  tone,  regrettal  to  their  companions,  that  Nomt 
of  Fitfui-head  had  been  suffered  to  depart  in  discou- 
tent  that  morning  from  Burgh-Westra, "  and,  of  all 
days  in  the  year,  that  they  suld  have  conlnvedto 

g've  her  displeasure  on  the  fiirst  day  of  tbe  whiti 
>»«ing!" 

The  gentry,  guests  of  Magnus  Troil,  having  wbued 
away  as  much  time  as  could  be  so  disposed  ofi  la 
viewing  the  linle  armament  set  sail,  and  in  conrai- 
ing  with  the  poor  women  who  bad  seen  thdr  frieodi 
embark  in  it,  began  now  to  separate  into  various 
^oups  and  parties,  which  strolled  in  different  dir«> 
tions,  as  fancy  led  them,  to  enioy  what  may  be  ctlkd 
the  clair-obscure  of  a  Zetland  summer  day,  which. 
though  without  the  brilliant  sunshine  that  cbeoi 
other  countries  during  the  fine  season,  has  a  mild  lofl 
pleasing  character  of  its  own,  that  softens  whue  u 
saddens  landscapes,  which,  in  their  own  lonely,  bait, 
and  monotonous  tone,  have  something  in  them  stem 
as  well  as  barren. 

In  one  of  the  loneliest  recesses  of  the  coast,  where 
a  deep  indenture  of  the  rocks  gave  the  tide  access  to 
the  cavern,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the  Hcher,  of  Swar 
taster,  Minna  Troil  was  walking  with  Captain  CIe«- 
land.  They  had  probably  chosen  that  walk,  as  hem 
little  liable  to  interruption  from  others;  for,  as  tw 
force  of  the  tide  rendered  the  place  unfit  either  fw 
fishing  or  sailing,  so  it  was  not  the  ordinary  r^rt » 
walkers,  on  account  of  its  being  the  supposed  habiia- 
tk)n  of  a  Mermaid,  a  rare  whicu  Norwegian  nipersu- 
tioii  invests  with  magical  as  well  as  mischievow 
qualities.  Here,  therefore,  Minna  wandered  with  her 
lover.  . 

A  smallspotof  milk-white  sand,  that  stretched  w- 
neath  one  of  the  precipices  which  walled  in  the  c/ea 
on  either  side.  afTorded  them  space  for  a  dry,  finpiaw 
pleasant  walk  of  about  a  hundred  yards,  terromajj* 
at  one  extremity  bv  a  dark  stretch  of  the  bay.wbjOt 
scarce  touched  by  tne  wind,  seemed  almost  as  smoo" 
as  glass,  and  Which  was  seen  from  between  two  mtj 
rocKF,  the  jaws  of  the  creek,  or  indenture,  that  ap- 
proached each  other  above,  as  if  they  wished  to  row 
over  the  dark  tide  that  separated  tnem.  7r  ^'wl 
end  of  their  promenade  was  closed  by  a  lofty  aoj 
almost  unscalenble  precipice,  the  abode  of  hunojw* 
of  sea-fowl  of  different  kmds,  in  the  bottom  of  wDitf 
the  huge  helyer,  or  sea-cave,  itself  yawned,  as  u  i« 
the  purpose  of  swallowing  up  the  advancing  ^ 
which  it  seemed  to  receive  into  an  abyss  of  unmeaflff- 
able  depth  and  extent.  The  entrance  of  this  aiem 
cavern  consisted  not  in  a  single  arch,  as  t»*"8Mj' 
was  divided  into  two.  by  a  huge  pillar  of  n"*"™V°2! 
which,  rising  out  of  the  sea,  and  extending  w  »»cw 
of  the  cavern,  seemed  to  lend  its  support  to  the  row, 
and  thus  formed  a  double  portal  to  the  beljrer  w 
which  the  fishermen  and  peasants  had  bestoweow 
rude  name  of  the  Devil's  Noitrila.  In  this  wild  scene, 
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snely  and  undisturbed  but  by  the  clang  of  the  sea- 
swl,  Cleveland  had  already  met  with  Minna  Troil 
lore  than  once ;  for  with  her  it  was  a  ffiTourite  walk, 
B  the  obiecta  which  it  presented  agreed  peculiarly 
rith  the  lore  of  the  wild,  the  melancholy,  and  the 
rottderful.  But  now  the  conversation  in  which  she 
ras  earnestly  engaged,  was  such  as  entirely  to  with- 
raw  her  attention,  as  well  as  that  of  her  companion, 
rom  the  scenery  around  them. 

'*  You  cannot  deny  it,"  she  said ;  *'  you  have  giyen 
ray  to  feelings  respecting  this  young  man,  which  in- 
icate  preiudice  and  violence,— the  prejudice  unmeiit- 
d,  as  far  as  jou  are  concerned  at  least,  and  the  vio* 
soce  equally  imprudent  and  unjustifiable." 

''  I  should  have  thought,"  replied  Cleveland,  "  that 
be  service  I  rendered  bun  yesterday  might  have  freed 
se  from  such  a  charge.  I  do  not  talk  of  my  own 
isk,  for  I  have  lived  in  danger,  and  love  it{  it  is  not 
very  one,  however,  would  have  ventured  so  near  the 
urioos  animal  to  save  one  with  whom  they  had  no 
onnezion." 

"  It  is  not  every  one,  indeed,  who  could  have  saved 
itm,"  answered  Minna,  gravely :  '*  but  every  one  who 
las  courage  and  eenerosity  would  have  attempted  it 
rhe  giddy-brained  Claud  Halcro  would  have  done  as 
aucn  as  you,  had  his  strength  been  equal  to  his  cou- 
ige, — ray  father  would  have  done  as  much,  though 
laving  such  just  cause  of  resentment  against  the 
oung  man,  for  his  vain  and  braggart  abuse  of  our 
(ospitality.  Do  not  therefore  boast  of  your  exploit 
00  much,  my  good  friend,  lest  you  should  make  me 
hink  that  it  required  too  great  an  effort  I  know  you 
3ve  not  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  though  you  exposed  your 
iwn  life  to  save  his." 

"  Will  you  allow  nothing,  then,"  said  Cleveland, 
'for  the  long  misery  I  was  made  to  endure  from  the 
ommon  ana  prevailing  report,  that  this  beardless 
lird-hunter  stood  betwixt  me  and  what  I  on  earth 
oveted  most— the  affections  ofMinna  Troil  7" 

He  apcke  in  a  tone  at  once  impassioned  and  insi- 
luating,  and  his  whole  language  and  manner  seemed 
0  ezprees  a  grace  and  elegance,  which  formed  the 
Qost  striking  contrast  with  the  speech  and  gesture  of 
heunpolished  seaman,  which  he  usually  affected  or  ex- 
ubitea.  But  his  apologv  was  unsatisfactory  to  Minna. 

"  Yoa  have  known,  she  said,  '*  perhaps  too  soon, 
ind  too  well,  how  little  you  had  to  fear,— if  you  in- 
leed  feared, — that  Mertoun,  or  any  other,  had  interest 
rith  Minna  Troil.— Nay,  truce  to  thanks  and  protesta- 
ions ;  I  would  accept  it  as  the  best  proof  of  gratitude, 
hat  you  would  be  reconciled  with  this  youth,  or  at 
east  avoid  every  ouarrel  with  him." 

"  That  we  should  be  friends  Minna,  is  hnpossible," 
eplied  Cleveland;  "even  the  love  I  bear  you,  the 
■ost  powerful  emotion  that  my  heart  ever  knew,  can- 
^t  work  that  miracle." 

i  "And  why,  I  pray  you?"  said  Minna;  "  there  have 
leen  no  evil  offences  between  you,  but  rather  an  ex- 
Aiange  of  mutual  services;  why  can  you  not  be 
riendis  7—1  have  many  reasons  to  wish  it" 

"And  can  you,  then,  forget  the  slights  which  he  has 
ast  upon  Brenda,  and  on  yourself,  and  on  your  father's 
louse  1" 

"I  can  forgive  them  all,"  said  Minna ;— "can  you 
K>t  say  so  much,  who  have  in  truth  received  no  of- 
fence?*' 

Cleveland  looked  down,  and  paused  for  an  instant ; 
then  raised  his  head,  and  replied,  "  I  might  easily  de- 
wive  you,  Minna,  and  promise  you  what  my  soul  tells 
one  is  an  impossioility ;  but  I  am  forced  to  use  too 
much  deceit  with  others,  and  with  you  I  will  use  none. 
[  cannot  be  friend  to  this  joung  man ;— there  is  a 
natural  dislike— an  instinctive  aversion— somet hug 
like  a  principle  of ^  repulsion  in  our  mutual,  nature, 
which  makes  us  odious  to  each  other.  Ask  himself— 
he  will  tell  you  he  has  the  same  antipathy  against 
me.  The  obligation  he  conferred  on  me  was  a  Dridle 
to  my  resentment;  but  I  was  so  galled  by  the  restraint, 
that  I  could  have  gnawed  the  curb  till  my  lips  were 
bloody." 

"  You  have  worn  what  you  are  wont  to  call  your  iron 
mask  so  k>ng,  that  your  features^"  repUed  Minna,  "  re- 
tain the  impression  of  its  rigidity  even  when  it  is  re- 
moved." 

4R 


"  You  do  me  injustice,  Minna,"  replied  her  lover,  "and 
you  are  angry  with  me  because  I  deal  with  you  plain- 
ly and  honestly.  Plainly  and  honestly,  however,  will 
I  say^  that  I  cannot  be  Mertoun's  friend,  but  it  shall 
be  his  own  fault,  not  mine,  if  I  am  ever  his  enemy. 
I  seek  not  to  injure  him ;  but  do  not  ask  me  to  love 
him.  And  of  this  r^hiain  satisfied,  that  it  would  be 
vain  even  if  I  could  do  so ;  for  as  sure  as  I  attempted 
any  advances  towards  his  confidence,  so  sure  would  I 
be  to  awaken  his  disgust  and  suspicion.  Leave  us  to 
the  exercise  of  our  natural  feelings,  which,  as  they 
will  unquestionably  keep  us  as  far  separate  ^b  possible, 
are  most  likely  to  prevent  any  possible  interference 
with  each  other.— Does  this  satisfy  you  ?" 

"It  must,"  said  Minna,  "  since  you  tell  me  there  is 
no  remedy.— And  now  tell  me  why  you  looked  so 
grave  when  you  heard  of  your  consort  s  arrival,— for 
that  it  is  her  I  nave  no  doubt,— in  the  port  of  Kirkwall  V* 

"I  fear,"  replied  Cleveland,  "the  consequences  of 
that  vessel's  arrival  with  her  crew,  as  comprehend- 
ing the  ruin  of  my  fondest  hopes.  I  had  made  some 
Erogress  in  your  father's  favour,  and,  with  time,  might 
ave  made  more,  when  hither  come  Hawkins  and 
the  rest  to  blight  my  prospects  for  ever.  I  told  you 
on  what  terms  we  parted.  I  then  commanded  a 
vessel  braver  and  better  found  than  their  own,  with  a 
crew  who,  at  my  slightest  nod,  would  have  faced 
fiends  armed  withtheur  own  fiery  clement ;  but  I  now 
stand  alone,  a  single  man,  destitute  of  all  means  to 
overawe  or  to  restrain  them ;  and  they  will  soon  show 
so  plainly  the  ungovernable  license  of  their  habita 
and  dispositions,  that  ruin  to  themselves  and  to  me 
will  in  all  probability  be  the  consequence." 

"  Do  not  fear  it,"  said  Minna ;  "  my  father  can  never 
be  so  ui\just  as  to  hold  you  liable  for  the  offences  of 
others." 

"  But  what  will  Magnus  Troil  say  to  my  own  de- 
merita,  fair  Minna  7"  said  Cleveland,  smiling. 

"Mvfatherisa  Zetlander,  or  rather  a  Norwegian," 
said  Minna,  "one  of  an  oppressed  race,  who  wul  not 
care  whether  you  fought  against  the  Spaniards,  who 
are  the  tyrants  of  the  New  World,  or  against  the 
Dutch  and  English,  who  have  succeeded  to  their 
usurped  dominions.  His  own  ancestors  supported 
and  exercised  the  freedom  of  the  seas  in  those  gal- 
lant barks,  whose  pennons  were  the  dread  of  all 
Europe." 

I  fear,  nevertheless,"  said  Cleveland,  "that  the  de- 
scendant of  an  ancient  Sea-King  will  scarce  acknow- 
ledge a  fitting  acauaintance  in  a  modem  rover.  I 
have  not  dis^ised  from  you  that  I  have  reason  to 
dread  the  English  laws ;  and  Magnus,  though  a  great 
enemy  to  taxes,  imposts,  scat,  whattle,  and  so  forth, 
has  no  idea  of  latitude  upon  points  of  a  more  general 
character ;— he  would  willingly  reeve  a  rope  to  the 
yard-arm  for  the  benefit  of  an  unfortunate  buccanier." 

"Do  not  suppose  so,'|  said  Minna;  "he  himself 
suffers  too  much  oppression  from  the  tynmnical  laws 
of  our  proud  nei^bours  of  Scotland.  I  trust  he  will 
soon  be  able  to  nse  in  resistance  against  them.  The 
enemy— such  I  will  call  them— are  now  divided 
amongst  Ihemsclves,  and  every  vessel  from  their  coast 
brings  intelligence  of  fresh  commotions— the  High- 
lands against  the  Lowlands— the  Williami tea  against 
the  Jacobites— the  Whigs  against  the  Tories^  and,  to 
sum  the  whole^he  kingdom  of  England  agamst  that 
of  Scotland.  What  is  there,  as  Claud  Halcro  well 
hinted,  to  prevent  our  availing  ourselves  of  the  quar- 
rels or  these  robbers,  to  assert  the  independence  of 
which  we  are  deprived  7" 

"  To  hoist  the  raven  standard  on  the  Castle  of  Scal- 
lowlay,"  said  Cleveland,  in  imitation  of  her  tone  and 
manner,  "  and  proclaim  your  father  Earl  Magnus  the 
First !" 

"  Earl  Magnus  the  Seventh,  if  it  please  you,"  an- 
swered Minna;  "for  six  of  his  ancestors  have  worn, 
or  were  entitled  to  wear,  the  coronet  before  him.— 
You  laugh  at  my  ardour,— but  what  is  there  to  pre- 
vent all  this  7" 

"  Nothing  will  prevent  it,"  replied  Clevelfind,  "  bo- 
cause  it  will  never  be  attempted— Any  thing  mig/U 
prevent  it,  that  is  equal  in  strength  to  the  long-boat  of 
a  British  man-of-war." 

"You  treat  ub with  scorn,  sir,"  said  Minna:  "yet 
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yourself  should  know  what  a  few  resolved  men  may 
perform." 

"But  they  must  be  armed.  Minna,  replied  Cleve- 
land, "and  willing  to  place  thdr lives  upon  each  des- 
perate adventure.— Think  not  of  such  visions.  Den- 
mark has  been  cut  down  into  a  second-rate  king- 
dom, incapable  of  exchanging  a  single  broadside  with 
England ;  Norway  is  a  starvmg  wildemess ;  and,  in 
these  islands,  the  love  of  indei)endence  has  been  sup- 
pressed by  a  long  term  of  subjection  or  shows  itself 
but  in  a  few  muttered  growls  over  the  bowl  and  bot- 
tle. And,  were  your  men  as  willing  warriors  as  their 
ancestors,  what  could  the  unarmed  crews  of  a  few 
fishing-boats  do  against  the  British  navy  7— Think  no 
more  of  it,  sweet  Minna— it  is  a  dream,  and  I  must 
term  it  so,  though  it  makes  your  eye  so  bright,  and 
your  step  so  noble." 

"  It  is  mdeed  a  dream !"  said  Minna,  looking  down, 
"  and  it  ill  becomes  a  daughter  of  Hialtland  to  look  or 
to  move  like  a  freewoman— Our  eye  should  be  on  the 
ground,  and  our  step  slow  and  reluctant,  as  that  of 
one  who  obeys  a  taskmaster." 

"There  are  lands,"  said  Cleveland,  "in  which  the 
eye  may  look  bright  upon  groves  of  the  palm  and  the 
cocoa,  and  where  the  foot  may  move  light  as  a  galley 
under  sail,  over  fields  carpeted  with  flowers,  and  sa- 
vannahs stuTounded  by  aromatic  thicket&  and  where 
subjection  is  unknown,  except  that  of  the  brave  to 
the  bravest,  and  of  all  to  the  most  beautiful." 

Minna  paused  a  moment  ere  she  spoke,  and  then 
answered,  "No,  Cleveland.  My  own  niae  country 
has  charms  for  me,  even  desolate  as  you  think  it,  and 
depressed  as  it  surely  is,  which  no  other  land  on  earth 
can  offer  to  me.  I  endeavour  in  vain  to  represent  to 
myself  those  visions  of  trees,  and  of  groves,  which  my 
eye  never  saw ;  But  my  imagination  can  conceive  no 
sif^ht  in  nature  more  sublime  than  these  waves,  when 
agitated  by  a  storm,  or  more  beautiful,  than  when 
they  come,  as  they  now  do,  rollhig  in  calm  tranquil- 
lity to  the  shore.  Not  the  fairest  scene  in  a  foreign 
land,— not  the  brightest  sunbeam  that  ever  shone 
upon  the  richest  landscape,  would  win  my  thoughts 
for  a  moment  from  that  lofty  rock,  misty  hill,  and 
wide-rolling  ocean.  Hialtland  is  the  land  of  my  de- 
ceased ancestors,  and  of  my  living  father;  and  in 
Hialtland  will  I  hve  and  die." 

"Then  in  Hialtland,"  answered  Cleveland,  "will  I 
too  live  and  die.  I  will  not  go  to  Kirkwall,— I  will  not 
make  my  existence  known  to  my  comrades,  from 
whom  it  were  else  hard  for  me  to  escape.  Your  father 
loves  me,  Minna ;  who  knows  whether  long  atten- 
tioUf  anxious  care,  might  not  bring  him  to  receive 
roe  into  his  family'?  Who  would  regard  the  length 
of  a  vovage  that  was  certain  to  terminate  in  hap- 
piness r' 

"Dream  not  of  such  an  issue,"  said  Minna ;  "  it  is 
impossible.  While,  you  live  in  my  father's  house,— 
while  you  receive  his  assistance,  and  share  his  table, 
you  will  find  him  the  generous  friend,  and  the  hearty 
host :  but  touch  him  on  what  concerns  his  name  and 
family,  and  the  frank-hearted  Udallerwill  start  up  be- 
fore you  the  haughty  and  proud  descendant  of  a  Nor- 
wegian Jarl.  See  you,— a  moment's  suspicion  has 
fallen  on  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  and  he  has  banished 
firpm  bis  favour  the  youth  whom  he  so  lately  loved  as 
a  son.  No  one  must  ally  with  his  house  that  is  not 
of  untainted  northern  descent." 

"And  mine  may  be  so,  for  audit  that  is  known  to 
me  imon  the  subiect,"  said  Cleveland. 

"How  1"  said  Minna :  "  have  you  any  reason  to  be- 
lieve yourself  of  Norse  aesccni  7" 

"I  nave  told  you  before,"  replied  Cleveland,  "  that 
my  family  is  totally  unknown  to  me.  I  spent  my  ear- 
liest days  upon  a  solitary  plantation  in  the  little  island 
of  Tortuga,  under  the  charge  of  my  father,  then  a  dif- 
ferent person  from  what  he  afterwards  became.  We 
were  plundered  by  the  Spaniards,  and  reduced  to  such 
extremity  of  poverty,  that  my  father,  in  desperation, 
and  in  thirst  of  revenge,  took  up  arms,  and  having 
become  chief  of  a  little  band,  who  were,  in  the  same 
circumstances,  became  a  buccanier  as  it  is  called,  and 
cruised  against  Spain,  with  various  vicissitudes  of 
good  and  Dad  fortune,  until,  while  he  interfered  to 
check  some  violence  of  his  companions,  he  fell  by 


their  hands— no  uncommon  fate  arooafr  the  capttint 
of  these  rove's.  But  whence  my  father  came,  or 
what  was  th«  place  of  his  birth,  I  know  not,  fair 
Minna,  nor  have  I  ever  had  a  curious  thought  on  the 
subject" 

"He  was  a  Briton,  at  least,  yoor  unfortunate  &• 
ther  7"  said  Minna. 

"I  have  no  doubt  of  it,"  said  Cleveland;  "his 
name,  which  I, have  rendered  too  formidable  to  be 
openly  sjsoken,  is  an  En^ish  one ;  and  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  English  language  and  even  with 
English  literature,  together  with  the  paina  which  he 
took,  in  better  davs,  to  teach  me  both,  plainly  noke 
him  to  be  an  Englishman.  If  the  rude  beating  which 
I  di^lay  towards  others  is  not  the  genuine  cEaractei 
of  my  mind  and  manners,  it  is  to  my  father.  Minna, 
that  I  owe  any  share  of  better  thoughta  ana  piinci- 
ples,  which  may  render  me  worthy,,  in  some  small 
degree,  of  your  notice  and  approbation.  And  yet  it 
sometimes  seems  to  me.  that  I  have  two  difierent 
characters;  for  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  believe,  that 
I,  who  now  walk  this  lone  beach  with  the  lovely  Min- 
na Troil,  and  am  permitted  to  epeak  to  her  of  the  pas- 
sion which  I  have  cherished,  have  ever  been  the  oar- 
ing leader  of  the  bold  band  whose  name  was  as  t^- 
ble  as  a  tornado." 

"  You  had  not  been  permitted,"  said  Minna,  "  to  oae 
that  bold  language  towards  the  daughter  of  Magnos 
Troil,  had  you  not  been  the  brave  and  undaunted 
leader,  who.  with  so  small  means,  has  made  his  name 
so  formidable.  My  heart  is  like  that  of  a  maiden  ot 
the  ancient  days,  and  is  to  be  won,  not  by  fair  wonls, 
but  by  gallant  deeds." 

"  Alas !  that  heart,"  said  Cleveland ; "  and  what  is  it 
that  I  may  do— what  is  it  that  man  can  do,  to  win  in 
it  the  interest  which  I  deme  7" 

"  Rejoin  your  friends— pursue  your  fortunes— kavie 
the  rest  to  destiny,"  said  Minna.  "  Should  you  re- 
turn, the  leader  of^a  gallant  fleet,  who  can  tefl  what 
maybefaU7" 

"And  what  shall  assure  me,  that  when  I  retmn— if 
return  I  ever  shall— I  may  not  find  Minna  Trail  • 
bride  or  a  spouse  7— No,  Minna,  I  will  not  trust  to  des- 
tiny the  only  object  worth  attaining,  which  my  ttonnf 
vovoge  in  life  has  yet  offered  me. 

"Hear  me,"  said  Minna.  "I  will  bind  myself  to 
you,  if  you  dare  accept  such  an  engagement,  by  the 
promise  of  Odin,*  the  most  sacred  of  our  northern 
rites  which  are  yet  practised  among  us,  that  I  wQl 
never  favour  another,  until  you  resign  the  pretensions 
which  I  have  given  to  you.— Will  that  satisfy  3fou7— 
for  more  I  cannot- more  I  will  not  give." 

"Then  with  that,"  said  ClevelandT  after  a  moment's 
pause,  "  I  must  perforce  be  satisfied ; — but  remember, 
It  is  yourself  that  throw  me  back  upon  a  mode  of  life 
which  the  laws  of  Britain  denounce  as  criminal,  and 
which  the  violent  passions  of  the  daring  men,  by 
whom  it  is  pursued,  nave  rendered  infamous." 

"But  I,"  said  Minna,  "am  superior  to  mich  pre- 
judices. In  warring  with  England,  I  see  their  laws  in 
no  other  light  than  as  if  you  were  engaged  with  as 
enemy,  who,  in  fulness  of  pride  and  pow^,  has  de- 
clared he  will  give  his  antagonist  no  quarter.  A 
brave  man  will  not  fight  the  worse  for  this : — and,  fbr 
the  manners  of  your  comrades,  so  that  tney  tlo  not 
infect  your  own,  why  should  their  evil  report  attach 
to  you  7" 

Cleveland  gazod  at  her  as  she  spoke,  w^ith  a  degree 

*  AlUioutth  the  Father  of  Scaodioaviitn  mrtholocy  hae  hea 
M  a  Deity  iong  forgotten  in  the  archipein^,  wtiich  was  ooeai 
very  Rmall  part  of  iiia  realm,  j'et  oven  at  Uiis  day.  his  name  co» 
tinues  to  be  occaiionally  atlcKted  a«  lecurity  for  a  nrotwiae. 

It  is  curious  to  obserre,  that  the  ritM  with  wltich  mach  aUH- 
tations  ore  stitl  made  in  Orkney,  eorrecpood  tu  thnae  of  tk» 
ancient  NorUimcn.  It  appears  uom  aereral  authorities,  thai 
in  the  Norae  ritual,  when  an  oath  was  imposed,  he  by  when  ii 
WM  pledged,  passed  his  hand,  while  proDounctof  it.  throuct*  *■ 
massive  riof  of  silver  kept  for  that  purpoaa.^  Id  like  manse, 
two  persons,  generally  lovers,  deainms  to  lake  the  prooiise  sT 
Odin,  which  they  considered  as  peculiarly  bindinc,  jmati 
hands  through  a  circular  hole  ia  a  saeriflcial  stooe,  wbicfa  lisi 
in  the  Orcadian  Stonehenge,  called  the  Circle  of  Sleoaia,  of 
which  we  shall  speak  mora  nereaAer.  The  eenoKmy  i«  mfv 
confinad  to  the  troth-plighting  of  the  lower  daase*,  bot  at  as 
earlier  period  may  Iw  supposed  to  have  influ^icefl  a  character 
like  Mima  in  the  hirlier  ranks. 

*  See  the  Eyibiffgia  Saga. 
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of  iwx>nderiiig  admiration,  in  which  at  the  same  time, 
there  lurked  a  smile  at  her  simplicity. 

"I  could  not,"  he  said,  "have  beliered,  that  such 
Yag^  courage  could  have  Seen  found  united  with  such 
uznoranoe  of  the  world,  as  the  world  is  now  wielded 
For  my  manners,  they  who  best  know  me  will  readily 
allow,  that  I  have  done  my  best,  at  the  risk  of  my 
popularity,  and  of  my  life  itself  to  mitigate  the  fero- 
city of  my  mates ;  but  how  can  you  teach  humanity 
to  men  burning  with  vengeance  against  the  world  by 
wbom  they  areproscribeo,  or  teach  them  temperance 
and  moderation  in  ei^ying  the  pleasures  which 
chance  throws  in  their  way,  to  vary  a  life  which 
would  be  otherwise  one  constant  scene  of  peril  and 
hardahipl—But  this  promise,  Minna,  this  promise, 
iirhic^  IS  all  I  am  to  receive  in  guerdon  for  my  faith- 
ful attachment— let  me  at  least  lose  no  time  in  claim- 
ins  that." 

^It  must  not  be  rendered  here,  but  in  Kirkwall.— 
We  must  invoke,  to  witness  the  engagement  the 
Spirit  which  presides  over  tlie  ancient  Circle  of  S ten- 
ma.  But  perhaps  vou  fear  to  name  the  ancient  Father 
of  the  Slain  too,  the  Severe,  the  Terrible?" 

Cleveland  smiled. 

**  Do  me  the  justice  to  think,  lovely  Minna,  that  1 
am  little  subject  to  fear  real  causes  or  terror :  and  for 
those  which  are  visionary,  I  have  no  sympathy  what- 
ever." 

**  You  beUeve  not  in  them,  thenT*  said  Minna, 
*'  and  are  so  far  better  suited  to  be  Brenda's  lover  than 
mine." 

•*I  will  believe,"  rcpUed  Cleveland,  "in  whatever 
you  believe.  The  whole  inhabitants  of  that  Valhalla, 
about  which  you  converse  so  much  with  that  fiddling, 
rhyming  fool,  Claud  Halcro— all  these  shall  become 
living  and  existing  things  to  my  credulity.  But,  Min- 
na, do  not  ask  me  to  fear  anv  of  them. 

Fear !  no— not  to  /ear  them,  surely,"  replied  the 
maiden :  "  for,  not  before  Thor  or  Odin,  when  they 
approached  in  the  fulness  of  their  terrors,  did  the  he- 
roes of  my  datmtlese  race  yield  one  foot  in  retreat. 
Nor  do  I  own  them  as  Deities— a  better  faith  prevents 
so  foul  an  error.  But,  in  our  own  conception,  they 
are  powerful  spirits  for  good  or  evil.  And  when  you 
boast  not  to  fear  them,  bethink  you  that  you  defy  an 
enemy  of  a  kind  you  have  never  yet  encountered." 

**Not  in  these  northern  latitudes,"  said  the  lover, 
with  a  smile,  **  whei^  hitherto  I  hove  seen  but  angels ; 
bat  I  have  uiccd  in  my  time,  the  demons  of  the  Equi- 
noctial Line,  which  we  rovers  suppose  to  be  as  power- 
ful, and  as  maUgnani,  as  those  of^  the  North." 

'*Have  yoiL  then,  witnessed  those  wonders  that 
are  bevona  the  visible  world?"  said  Minna,  with 
some  degree  of  awe. 

Cleaveland  composed  his  countenance,  and  relied, 
— "A  short  while  before  my  father's  death,  I  came, 
though  then  very  young,  into  the  command  of  a 
lAoop,  manned  with  thirty  as  desperate  fellows  as  ever 
handled  a  musket.  We  cruized  for  a  long  while  with 
bad  success,  taking  nothing  but  wretched  small  craft, 
which  were  destined  to  catch  turtle,  or  otherwise 
loaded  with  coarse  and  worthless  trumpery.  I  had 
much  ado  to  prevent  my  comrades  from  avenging 
upon  the  crews  of  those  baubUng  shallops  the  disap- 
pointment which  they  had  occasioned  to  us.  At 
length,  we  grew  desperate,  and  made  a  descent  on  a 
village,  where  we  were  told  we  should  intercept  the 
mules  of  a  certain  Spanish  governor,  laden  with 
treasure.  We  succeeded  in  carrying  the  place;  but 
while  I  endeavoured  to  save  the  inhabitants  from  the 
fury  of  my  followers,  the  muleteers  with  their  precious 
cargo,  escaped  into  the  neighbouring  woods.  This 
filled  up  the  measure  of  my  unpopulanty.  My  people, 
who  had  been  long  discontented,  became  openly  mu- 
tinous I  was  deposed  from  my  command  m  solenm 
council,  and  condemned,  as  having  too  Uttle  luck  and 
too  much  humanity  for  the  profession  I  had  underta- 
ken, to  be  marooned,*  as  the  phrase  goes,  on  one  of 
those  Uttle  sandy,  bushy  islets,  which  are  called,  m  the 
West  Indies,  keys,  and  which  are  frequented  only 
by  turtle  and  by  sea-fowl.    Many  of  them  are  sup- 
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•  To  mttroon  a  wanun,  nfnifted  to  abandon  him  on  a  deao- , 

lata  coast  or  iaiand-a  piaoaof  cnirtty  ofton  praetifed  br  Piimlea    oamo 
and  Boeeaaien.  I  Uie  vr 


discipline,  and  Tor   rrlieTinf;  the  diiireswa  of   the 

ihsl  10  ullam  nulhorih'.  I  miisi  Bssume  the  eilrmal 
Mmblance,  bI  leiisl^  oiihose  aver  whom  it  was  la  be 
eieriiBctl.  Tbc  tidiiiKB  of  my  father'B  fale,  while  it 
sicitcd  me  lo  wrmh  and  lo  rerrentte,  coiifirnied  the 
resolulion  I  hid  adapted.  He  also  had  fallen  a  rie- 
lim  10  his  supeiiorily  of  tnind.  monls,  and  mannen. 
above  thoae  whom  he  commanded.  They  uei^  wont 
loeall  him  theOenil?mani  and.  mi<iu»I  ion  ably,  ihey 
ibought  he  waited  sotne  favourable  opporiunity  to 
reconcile  himaelf^  pethapa  ot  thpir  expenw,  lo  ihose 

suit  wSh,  and,  even  iherefoi 


called  0 


venRo, 


turer^  who  are  bo  numerous  in  those  isianda.  I 
aoughi  noi  after  ihoae  by  whom  I  had  been  myself 
marooned,  but  after  the  wretches  who  had  betrayed 
myluther',  and  on  ihem  I  took  a  reven^  so  severe, 

character  of  that  ineiorable  ferocity  which  1  was 
desirous  to  be  thought  to  passes^  and  which,  per- 
haps, waa  gradually  creeping  on  my  natural  disposi- 
tion in  actual  earnesL  My  manner,  speech,  and 
conduct,  seemed  so  totally  chsnged,  that  those  who 
formerly  knew  me  were  disposed  to  ascribe  the  aller- 

ed  (he  sands  of  Coffin-key;  nay,  there  were  some 
■upersillioua  enough  lo  believe,  ihal  I  had  actually 
formed  a  league  wiih  Ihem." 

"I  tremble  to  bear  the  test!"  said  Minna;  "did 
j-ou  nol  become  the  monster  of  coiiraRe  and  cruelty 
whose  chsracier  you  aasiimedT' 

"If  I  have  escaped  baitiKBO,  it  ia  lo  yoii,  Minna," 
replied  Cleveland,  "llist  the  wonder  must  be  as- 
cribed. It  is  true.  I  have  always  endeavoured  to  dia- 
linguish  myself  rather  by  acts  of  adventurous  valour, 
than  by  scneinea  of  revenge  or  of  plitnrfer,  and  that 
at  lenjith  I  could  save  lives  by  a  raile  jest,  and  some' 
tirocR  by  the  e^csa  of  ihc  measures  which  I  myself 
frapoaoi,  could  induce  tho»c  under  me  to  inlcrredo 

of  my  character  has  bctier  served  ihe  cause  of  hu- 
manity, than  bed  I  appeared  din-rtly  devoled  to  it." 

He  ceased,  and.  as  Minna  replied  nol  a  won),  both 
remained  aifeni  for  a  liiile  space,  when  Cleveland 
ainun  resumnl  the  discourfie  :— 

^'  You  are  ailcni,"  he  said^  "  Miss  Troil,  and  I  have 
mhired  myself  in  your  opinion  by  the  frankness  with 
which  I  have  laid  my  character  before  you.  I  may  truly 
say  ibaL  my  natural  diq>osition  has  been  controlled, 
but  not  altered,  by  the  untoward  circumstances  in 
which  I  am  placed." 

consideration, "  whether  you  hail  been  ibua  candid,  had 
you  nol  known  I  should  soon  see  your  comtadea,  and 
discover,  from  their  conversation  and  iheir  mannera, 
what  you  would  otherwise  gladly  have  concealed." 

"You  do  me  injustice.  Minna,  cruel  injustice.  From 
the  instant  thai  you  know  me  to  be  a  sailor  of  for- 
tune, an  adventurer,  a  biiccanier,  or,  if  you  will  have 
the  broad  word,  a  phatk,  what  had  you  to  eipect 
less  than  what  I  have  told  you  f 

"You  Epcak  loo  truly,"  said  Minna— "all  this  I 
might  have  anticipated,  and  I  know  not  how  1  should 
have  expected  it  otherwise.  Bui  it  sremed  to  me 
th?  a  war  on  ihe  cruel  and  auperatilious  Spaniards 
liaa  in  it  somelhine  ennobling—aomeihinE  that  re- 
fined Ihe  fierce  employment  lo  which  you  have  just 
now  eiven  its  true  and  dreaded  name.  I  thought 
Ibot  (he  indcpcndeni  warriors  of  the  Western  Ocean, 
raised  up.  as  11  wcrtlo  punish  the  wrongs  of  so  many 

thins  of  gatlAnt  elcvalion,  tike  that  of  the  Sons  of 
the  North,  whoso  long  galleya  avenged  on  so  many 
coaats  Ihe  oppressions  oT  degenemie  Rome.  This  I 
ihoMht,  and  this  I  dreamed— I  niere  ibal  I  am 
nwakened  iimI  undsceived.    YelJ  blime  you  nol  for 


■in)(_  of  my  o 


]  fancy.— Farewell;  y 


aland  my  own  feelings.    Thus  n 
»ay  even  now,  thai  be  who  pursi 
purpose  of  plunder,  by  meins  of  bloc 
and  who  must  vr'-'  <• ■--  -'  - 


jch,  bovei 


"te; 


find  in  Cleveland ;  and  if  she  si 

So  EBying,  she  ex  iricated  heradf  from  hia  Knap,  l&ir 
!  still  endesvonred  10  retain  her,)  makins  bd  impa^ 
forbear  6tiiii  foUowinx  bCT. — 


he  name  of  my  perilous  cc 

[y  unpre^iared  for  the  evil  wfaicb 

.    'nd  il;  and  Boall  the  tnnitlba™ 

giined  by  my  resemblance  lo  a  None  Champion,  ot 
Ring  of  the  Sea,  is  to  be  lost  at  once,  bet^ase  a  g*ag 
of  pirates  do  not  prove  to  be  a  choir  of  sainl*.  1 
wouldlhatRackam,  Hawkins,  and  the  re«.  had  been 
..  .i.  t J-  -L pf  Port' — ■■     ' '■"  ■■■' 


Portland— I  would  iha 

:nd  Ftitb  had  swept  ihem  to  hell  ratbct  Ihatl 
,ncyl  I  will  not,  however,  quit  ibe  chase  of 
igel  for  all  ihai  these  fiends  can  do.  I  will— I 
must  10  Orkney  before  the  Udaller  make*  bia  voytga 
thithei--our  meeting  mlRbl  alarm  even  his  blunt  Bn- 
dcrstanding.  slthough,  thank  Heaven,  in  this  wiU 
country,  men  know  ihe  nature  of  our  trade  only  by 
hearsay.  Ihrough  our  honest  fnenda  the  Dutch,  who 
take  care  never  to  speak  very  Ul  of  those  tbey  maka 
monev  by.— Well,  if  fortune  would  but  atand  my 
friend  with  this  beautiful  enthusiast,  I  would  pursoe 
her  wheel  no  farther  al  sea.  bul  ast  myaelf  down 
amongst  these  rocks,  as  happy  as  if  ibey  wcte  n 
many  groves  of  bananas  and  palmettoea." 

With  these,  and  such  Ihou^ta.  half  ttJIiu  in  hn 
bosom,  half  expressed  in  indistinct  hints  aiu  cnur- 
Clrveland  rennrned  to  the  muuiod 


CHAPTER  III 


1-Ul^SfMt. 

We  do  not  dwelt  upon  the  feativitie*  of  Ihe  day. 
'hich  had  nothing  in  them  to  intemt  the  reader 
^inicularly.  The  table  Broaned  under  the  tnual 
plenty,  which  was  disposed  of  by  the  guests  with  tbt 

'  appeiite---tha  bowl  of  punch  waa  filled  and 

,...,  led  with  tha  same  celerity  as  usual— Ihe  men 
qualfed,  and  the  women  laogbed— Claud  Halcro 
rhymed,  punned,  and  praised  John  Drvden — the 
Ud slier  bumpered  and  aung  cfaorases— aiid  ihe  ertv- 
ing  concluded,  as  usual  in  the  Rigiring-lofL  as  it  was 
Magnus  Tioil  s  plesaure  to  lerm  the  dancins  apart- 

It  was  ihen  and  ihere  that  Cleveland,  aniroachiiv 
MoEuuB,  where  he  sat  betwiil  his  two  daUKhtei& 
intimated  his  intention  of  going  lo  KirkwaTin  a 
small  brig,  which  Bryce  Snailsfbot,  who  had  dtiiioaed 
of  hia  goods  with  unpreced«i  lad  celerity,  had  fitigfaMd 
thither,  to  procure  a  aupply. 

Magnus  heard  the  sudden  prapossl  of  hia  kdM 
with  aurprist  not  unmingled  wiih  displeasure,  and 
demanded  shorply  of  Cleveland,  how  Ions  it  was 
since  he  had  learned  to  prefer  Bryce  Snailafboea 
company  to  his  own  1  Cleveland  answered,  with  hb 
rsual  blunlnCTsof  inanner,  fhat  limeaiid  lide  Uriid 

for  making  bis  trip  to  Kirkwall  sooner  ihsn  lbs 
L'daller  proposed  to  set  sail— that  he  htqied  to  mcM 
with  him  and  hia  daughiera  at  ibeBreal  laitwinii 
was  now  closely  apptoacbint  and  might  peibafs 
find  It  possible  loretjim  ui  Zetland  along  wiih  tbeni- 
Wbile  he  spoke  this,  Brenda  kepi  her  eye  aa  mod 
opon,  her  sister  aa  it  was  poasible  lo  do,  wiiboM 
eicilmg  general  observation.    She  reoiaikad,  that 
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Minna's  pale  cheek  became  yet  paler  while  Clere- 
land  spoKe,  and  that  she  seemed,  by  compressing 
ber  lips,  and  slifi^btly  knitting  her  brows,  to  be  in 
the  act  of  repressing  the  enects  of  stronk  interior 
emotioD.  But  she  spoke  not ;  and  when  Cleveland, 
having  bidden  adieu  to  the  Udaller,  approached  to 
salute  ner,  as  was  then  the  custom,  she  received  his 
farewell  without  trusting  herself  to  attempt  a  replv. 

Brenda  had  her  own  trial  approaching:  for  Mor- 
daunt  Mertoun,  once  so  much  loved  by  ner  father, 
was  now  in  the  act  of  making  his  cold  pnrtinff  from 
him.  without  receiving  a  single  look  ot  frienaly  re- 
gard. There  wa%  indeed,  sarcasm  in  the  tone  with 
which  Magnus  wished  the  youth  a  good  journey,  and 
recommended  to  him,  if  he  met  a  bonny  lass  by  the 
way,  not  to  dream  that  she  was  in  love,  because  she 
chanced  to  jest  with  him.  Mertoun  coloured  at 
what  he  felt  as  an  insult,  though  it  was  but  half 
intelligible  to  him ;  but  he  remembered  Brenda,  and 
suppressed  every  feeling  of  resentment  Ho  proceeded 
to  take  his  leave  of  the  sisters.  Minna,  whose  heart 
was  considerably  softened  towards  him,  received  his 
farewell  with  soine  degree  of  interest :  but  Brenda's 
grief  was  so  visible  in  the  kindness  of  her  manner, 
and  the  moisture  which  gathered  in  her  eye,  that  it 
was  noticed  even  by  the  udaller,  who  exclaimed  half 
angrily,  "  Why,  av,  lass,  that  may  be  right  enough, 
for  he  was  an  old  acquaintance ;  but  mind !  I  have 
no  will  that  he  remain  one." 

Mertoun,  who  was  slowly  leaving  the  apartment, 
half  overheard  this  disparamng  observation,  and  half 
turned  round  to  resent  it.  But  nis  purpose  failed  him 
when  he  saw  that  Brenda  had  been  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  her  handkerchief  to  hide  her  emotion,  and 
the  sense  that  it  was  excited  bv  his  departure,  ob- 
literated every  thought  of  her  father's  unkindness. 
He  retired— the  other  miests  followed  his  example : 
and  many  of  them,  like  Cleveland  and  himselt 
took  their  leave  over-night,  with  the  intention  of 
commencing  then*  homeward  journey  on  the  suc- 
ceeding morning. 

That  night,  the  mutual  sorrow  of  Minna  and  Bren- 
da, if  it  could  not  wholly  remove  the  reserve  which 
had  estranged  the  sisters  from  each  other,  at  least 
melted  all  its  frozen  and  unkindly  symptoms.  They 
wept  in  each  other's  arms ;  and  though  neither  spoke, 
vet  each  became  dearer  to  the  other ;  because  they 
felt  that  the  grief  which  called  forth  these  drops,  had 
a  source  common  to  them  both. 

It  is  probable,  that  though  Brenda's  tears  were 
most  abundant,  thegriefof  Miimawas  most  deeply 
seated :  for,  long  after  the  younger  had  sobbed  her- 
self asleep,  like  a  child,  upon  ner  sister's  bosom, 
Minna  lay  awake,  watching  the  dubious  twilight 
while  tear  af^er  tear  slowly  gathered  in  her  eye,  and 
found  a  current  down  her  cheek,  as  soon  as  it  became 
too  heavy  to  be  supported  by  her -long  black  silken 
eyelashes.  As  she  lay,  bewildered  anoong  Itie  sorrow- 
fol  thoughts  which  supplied  these  tears,  she  was 
Burprieed  to  distinguish,  beneath  the  window,  the 
sound  of  music  At  first  she  supposed  it  was  some 
fr«ik  of  Claud  Halcro,  whose  £uitasuc  humour 
sometimes  indulged  itself  in  such  serenades.  But  it 
was  not  the  gue  of  the  old  minstrel,  but  the  guitar, 
that  she  heard;  an  instrument  which  none  in  the 
island  knew  how  to  touch  except  Cleveland,  who 
had  learned,  in  his  intercourse  with  the  South- 
American  Spaniards,  to  play  on  it  with  superior  exe- 
cution. Perhaps  it  was  in  those  climates  also  that 
he  had  learned  the  song,  which,  thon^  he  now  sung 
it  under  the  window  of  a  maiden  of  Thule,  had  cer- 
tainly never  been  composed  Cor  the  native  of  a  cli- 
mate so  northerly  and  so  severe,  since  it  spoke  of 
p>roductions  of  the  earth  and  skies  which  are  there 
unknown. 

I. 
"  Lot*  wtket  and  weapc 
While  Beauty  ileepe : 
O  tot  M  luio'f  toflMt  namlwn, 

To  prompt  a  Uiefna, 
^^  For  Beauty's  dream, 
■oft  as  the  pillow  of  her  iliimban  i 

a. 
"Throufh  crovea  of  palm 
«^  ^.Sifh  f»lM  of  balm, 
Fli^'flke  oo  tba  air  aia  wtiaalliic  I 


While  thnmgh  the  gloom 
_       Come*  10(1  perfume, 
The  diatant  bedi  of  flowen  revealinf . 


"  0  wake  and  liTe, 

No  dream  can  cive 
A  ahadow'd  blin,  the  real  exeellioc ; 

No  lonscr  sleep. 

Prom  lattice  peep, 
And  lift  the  tale  Uiat  Love  la  tellinff  i" 

The  voice  of  Cleveland  was  deep,  rich,  and  manly 
and  accorded  well  with  the  Spanish  air,  to  which  t£e 
words,  probably  a  translation  irom  the  same  languaga 
had  been  adapted.  His  in  vocation  would  not  probably 
have  been  fruitless,  could  Minna  have  arisen  without 
awaking  her  sister.  But  that  was  impoinible;  for 
Brenda,  who,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  had  wept 
bitterly  before  she  had  sunk  into  repose,  now  lay  with 
her  face  on  her  sister's  neck,  and  one  arm  stretched 
around  her,  in  the  attitude  or  a  child  which  has  cried 
itself  asleep  in  the  arms  of  its  nurse.  It  was  impos* 
sible  for  Minna  to  extricate  herself  from  her  grasp 
without  awaking  her ;  and  she  could  not,  therefore, 
execute  her  hasty  purpose^  of  donning  her  f^wn.  and 
approaching  the  window  to  speak  with  Cleveland, 
who,  she  had  no  doubt,  had  resorted  to  this  contri- 
vance to  proctire  an  interview.  The  restraint  was 
sufficiently  provoking,  for  it  was  more  than  probable 
that  her  lover  came  to  take  his  last  farewell ;  but  that 
Brenda,  inimical  as  she  seemed  to  be  of  late  towards 
Cleveland,  should  awake  and  witness  it,  was  a 
thousjht  not  to  he  endured. 

There  was  a  short  pause,  in  which  Minna  en- 
deavoured more  than  once,  with  as  much- gentleness 
as  possible,  to  unclasp  Bronda's  arm  from  her  neck ; 
but  whenever  she  attempted  it,  the  slu^berer  mut- 
tered some  little  pettish  sound,  like  a  tkM  disturbed 
in  its  sleep,  which  sufficiently  showed  that  perse- 
verance in  the  attempt  would  awaken  her  fully. 

To  her  great  vexation,  therefore,  Minna  was  com- 
pelled to  remain  still  and  silent ;  when  her  lover,  as 
if  determined  upon  gaining  her  ear  by  music  of  an- 
other strain,  sung  the  following  fragment  of  a  sea- 
ditty  :— 

"  Farewell  i  Farewell  I  the  voiee  70a  hear. 
Has  led  its  lait  aoft  tone  with  jro«,— 

Its  next  most  join  the  aeaward  cheer. 
And  ahout  among  the  ihouting  crew. 

"  The  accenta  which  I  acarce  eoald  form 
Beneath  your  frawn'a  cootrollinr  cliedc, 

Muat  give  the  word,  al>ove  the  storm. 
To  cut  the  mast,  and  clear  the  wreck. 

"  The  timid  ejre  I  dared  not  raiae,— 

Ttie  band  that  ahook  when  preaa'd  to  thioa. 
Mast  point  the  guns  upon  the  chase,— 

Must  bid  the  deadly  cutlaaa  ahine. 
••  To  all  I  lore,  or  hope,  or  fear,— 

Honour,  or  own,  a  long  adieu  I 
To  all  that  life  has  aott  and  dear. 

Farewell  t  save  memory  of  you  I"* 

He  was  again  silent :  and  ^gtan  she,  to  whom  tha 
serenade  was  addressed,  strove  in  v^in  to  arise  with- 
out rousing  her  sister.  It  was  impossible :  and  she  had 
nothing  before  her  but  the  unhappy  thought  that 
Cleveland  was  taking  leave  in  his  desolation,  without 
a  smgle  glance,  or  a  single  word.  He,  tpo,  whose 
temper  was  so  fierv,  yet  who  subjected  his  violent 
mood  with  such  sedulous  attention  to  her  will— could 
she  but  have  stolen  a  moment  to  say  adieu— to  caudon 
him  against  new  quarrels  with  Mertoun— to  implore 
him  to  detach  himself  from  such  comrsdes  as  he  had 
described— could  she  but  have  done  this,  who  could 
say  what  effect  such  parting  admonitions  might  have 
had  upon  his  character— nay,  upon  the  future  events 
of  his  life  1 

Tantalized  by  such  thoughts,  Minna  was  about  to 
make  another  and  decisive  effort,  when  she  heard 
voices  beneath  the  window,  and  thoiigbt  she  could 
distinguish  that  they  were  those  of  Cleveland  and 
Mertoun,  speaking  m  a  sharp  tone,  which,  tit  the 
same  time,  seemed  cautiously  suppressed,  at  if  the 
speakers  feared  being  overheard.  Alarm  now  min- 
gled with  her  former  desire  to  rise  from  bed,  and  she 
accomplished  at  once  the  purpose  which  she  had  so 
often  attempted  in  vain.    Brenda's  arm  was  unloosed 

*  I  eawKH  sapprasa  the  pride  of  aariof ,  that  ttieao  Ibiee  ha«tt 
been  beantifUly  aat  to  ortginal  matte,  Djr  mn.  Azkwrlsht,  of 
Derbyahira. 
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from  her  sister's  neck,  without  the  sleeper  jeceiving 
more  alarm  than  provoked  two  or  three  unintelligible 
murmurs ;  while,  with  mual  speed  and  silence,  Min- 
na put  on  some  part  of  uer  dress,  with  the  intention 
to  steal  to  the  window.  But,  ere  she  could  accompli^ 
this,  the  sound  of  the  voices  without  was  exchanged 
for  that  of  blows  and  struggling,  which  terminated 
suddenlv  by  a  deep  groan. 

Terrincd  at  this  last  signal  of  mischief^  Minna 
sprung  to  the  window,  and  endeavoured  to  open  it,  for 
the  persons  were  so  close  under  the  walls  of  the  house 
that  she  could  not  see  them,  save  by  putting  her  head 
out  of  the  casement.  The  iron  hasp  was  stiff  and 
rusted,  and,  as  generally  happens,  the  haste  with 
which  she  laboured  to  uiklo  it  only  rendered  the  task 
more  difficult.  When  it  was  accomplished,  and  Min- 
na had  eagerly  thrust  her  body  half  out  at  the  case- 
ment, those  who  had  created  the  sounds  which 
alarmed  her  were  become  invisible,  excepting  that 
she  saw  a  shadow  cross  the  moonlight,  the  substance 
of  which  must  have  been  in  the  act  of  turning  m 
comer,  which  concealed  it  from  her  sight.  The 
shadow  moved  slowly,  and  seemed  that  of  a  man  who 
supported  another  upon  his  shoulders ;  an  indication 
which  put  the  climax  to  Minna's  agony  of  mind.  The 
window  was  not  above  ei^t  feet  from  the  around, 
and  she  hesitated  not  to  throw  herself  from  it  nastily, 
and  to  pursue  the  object  which  had  excited  her  terror. 

But  when  she  came  to  the  comer  of  the  buildings 
from  which  the  shadow  seen^  to  have  been  pro- 
jected, she  discovered  nothing  which  could  point  out 
the  way  that  the  figure  had  gone;  and,  after  a  mo- 
ment's consideration,  became  sensible  that  all  at- 
tempts at  pursuit  would  be  alike  wild  and  fruitless. 
Besides  all  the  projections  and  recesses  of  the  many- 
ani;^  mansKMi,  and  its  numerous  office»— besides 
the  varioiM  cellars,  store-houses,  stables,  and  bo  forth, 
which  defied  her  solitary  search,  there  was  a  range  of 
low  rocks,  stretching  down  to  the  haven,  and  which 
were,  in  fact,  a  continuation  of  the  ridge  which  formed 
its  pier.  These  rocks  had  many  indentures,  hollows, 
and  caverns,  into  any  one  of  which  the  figure  to  which 
the  shadow  belonged  might  have  retired  with  his 
fatal  burden;  for  fatfd,  she  feared,  it  was  most  hkely 
to  prove. 

A  moment's  reflection,  as  we  have  said,  convinced 
Minna  of  the  folly  of  further  pursuit.  Her  next  thought 
was  to  alarm  the  family ;  but  what  tale  had  she  to  tell, 
and  of  whom  was  that  tale  to  be  told  1— On  the  other 
hand^  the  wounded  man—if  indeed  be  were  wounded— 
alas,  if  indeed  he  were  not  mortally  wounded  I— might 
not  be  past  the  reach  of  assistance ;  and,  with  tnis 
idea,  she  was  about  to  raise  her  voice,  when  she  was 
interrupted  bv  that  of  Claud  Halcro,  who  was  return- 
ing apparendy  from  the  haven,  and  sinmng,  in  his 
manner,  a  scrap  of  an  old  Norse  ditty,  whi^  might 
run  thus  in  English  :— 

"  And  nra  shall  deal  the  Mineral  dole ; 

Ay,  deal  it,  moUter  mine, 
To  weary  body,  and  to  heavy  soul, 

The  white  bread  and  the  wine. 

"  And  Ton  ihall  deal  my  horaei  of  pride ; 

Ar,  deal  Uiem,  mother  mine  ; 
And  jou  ■hall  deal  my  lands  so  wide. 

And  deal  my  oasUea  nine. 

"  Bit  deal  not  venfeance  for  the  deed, 

And  deal  not  for  the  crime ; 
The  body  to  tt«  place,  and  the  aovl  to  Heaven'a  graea, 

And  Um  rest  in  God's  own  time. " 

The  singular  adaptation  of  these  rhjrmes  to  the 
stuation  in  which  she  found  herself^  seemed  to  Minna 
Uke  a  warning  from  Heaven.  We  are  speaking  of,  a 
land  of  omens  and  superstitions,  and  perhaps  will 
scarce  be  underatood  by  those  whose  limited  imagina- 
tion cannot  conceive  how  strongly  these  operate  upon 
the  human  mind  during  a  certain  progress  of  society. 
A  line  of  Virgil,  turned  tip  casually,  was  received  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  in  the  court  of  England,* 
as  an  intintation  oi  future  events:  and  no  wonder 
that  a  maiden  of  the  distant  and  wild  iales  of  Zetland 
should  have  considered  as  an  injunction  from  Heaven, 
verses  which  h^ppemd  to  convey  a  sense  analogous 
to  her  present  situation. 

•  Tba  eelsbrated  Sortaa  YfrfiUana  waiaraaortad  to  byCbailaa 
L  and  his  ooortiars,  as  a  arada  or  pvytar  iato  fotwlty. 


"  I  will  be  silent."  she  mattered,-**  I  wiU  seal  mr 
lip»— 

*  The  body  to  its  plaee,  and  the  soul  to  Heavaa's  giaes, 
And  the  rest  in  God's  own  time.' " 

"  Who  speaks  there  T  said  Claud  Halcro,  in  some 
alarm :  for  he  had  not,  in  his  travels  in  foreign  parti, 
been  able  by  any  means  to  rid  himself  of  his  nati?e 
superstitions.  In  the  condition  to  which  fear  and 
horror  had  reduced  her^  Minna  was  at  first  unable  to 
reply ;  and  Halcro,  fixing  his  eyes  upon  the  iim$k 
white  figure,  which  he  saw  indistinctly,  (for  die  stood 
in  the  shadow  of  the  house,  and  the  morning  wu 
thick  and  .misty,)  began  to  coi\jure  her  in  an  aoaeat 
rhyme  which  occurred  to  him  as  suited  for  the  occa* 
sion,  and  which  had  in  its  gibberish  a  wild  and  in- 
earthly  sound,  which  may  be  lost  in  the  enninc 
translation  .*— 

*'  Saint  Manras  control  thae,  that  nMrtyr  of  treassa ; 
Saint  Ronan  rebake  thee,  with  rhyme  aad  with 


By  the  mass  of  Saint  Martin,  the  might  of  Saint  Msiy, 
Be  thoQ  fooe,  or  thy  weird  shall  l>e  worse  if  thou  Ivrr  • 

If  of  rood,  go  Hence  and  hallow  thee,— 

If  of  ill,  let  the  earth  swallow  thae,- 

If  thou  Vt  of  air.  let  the  gray  mist  fold  thee,- 

If  of  earth,  let  the  swart  nune  hold  thee,~ 

If  a  Fixie,  seek  thy  ring,— 

If  a  Nixie,  seek  thy  rpnng ; 

if  on  middle  earth  thou  'st  bean 

Slave  of  soiTOw.  shame,  and  sin, 

Hast  eat  the  bread  of  toil  and  stritb. 

And  dree'd  the  lot  which  men  call  Itfo, 
Begone  to  thy  stone  i  for  thy  eofBn  is  scant  of  thae. 
The  worm,  thy  phurfeUow,  waila  for  the  want  oC thee  r 
Hence,  hoosoleas  ctiost  i  let  the  earth  hide  thee, 
Till  Michael  shall  blow  tiie  blast,  see  that  there  thoa  bids 

thee  I- 
Phantom,  flyhenoei  take  the  Cniaa  for  a  token. 
Hence  pass  till  Hallowmass  i-my  spaU  is  spokaa." 

"It  is  I,  Halcro,"  muttered  Minna,  in  a  tonesotho 
and  low,  that  it  might  have  passed  tor  the  faint  nm 
of  the  conjured  phantom. 

"  You  I—you !"  said  Halcro,  his  tone  of  almn 
changing  to  one  of  extreme  stirprise ;  *'  by  this  moon- 
light, which  is  waning,  and  so  it  is!~Who  could  bifv 
thought  to  find  you,  my  most  lovdy  Night,  wanderina 
abroad  in  your  own  element  I— But  jou  saw  ihero,! 
reckon,  as  well  as  1 7— bold  enough  m  jrou  to  follow 
them,  though."  . 

**  Saw  whom  7— follow  whom 7**  said  Minna,  hopng 
to  gain  some  information  on  the  subject  of  her  wits 
ana  anxiety.  „ 

"The  corpse-lights  which  danced  at  the.haTOi, 
replied  Halcro ;  •'they  bode  no  good,  I  promise  yoo- 
you  wot  well  what  the  old  rhyme  says— 

*  Where  corpae-ligbt 

Dances  bright, 

Be  it  day  or  night. 

Be  it  by  lie ht  or  dark, 

There  shall  eorpae  lie  stiff  and  staik. 

I  went  half  as  far  as  the  haven  to  look  after  tkm 
but  they  had  vanished.  I  think  I  saw  a  boat  peuiflt 
however,— some  one  bound  for  the  Haa£  I  ""Vf*^ 
1  would  we  had  good  news  of  this  fishing-toAt 
was  Noma  left  us  m  anfler,— and  then  these  coipw- 
lights  l-Well,  God  help  the  while !  I  am  an  old  M 
and  can  but  wish  that  all  were  well  over.— Bnt  wj 
now,  my  pretty  Minna  7  teare  in  your  ^T^lrr? 
now  that  I  see  you  in  the  fair  moonlight,  barewowj 
too.  by  Saint  Magnus !— Were  there  no  stocKUig»« 
Zetland  wool  soft  enough  for  these  pretty  feet  us 
ankles,  that  glance  so  white  in  the  moonbeam  r* 
What,  silent  .'—angry,  perhaps,"  he  added,  in  a  m^ 
serkms  tone,  "at  my  non8enae7  For  Bn«''|^f2 
maiden !— Remember  I  am  old  enough  to  be  f" 
father,  and  have  always  loved  you  as  my  child. 

"  I  am  not  animr,"  said  Mmna,  constraujuift  ns- 
self  to  speak- '•but  heard  you  nothingT— saw  yw 
nothingf— They  must  have  passed  you."  . 

••Theyr  siud  Claud  Halcro ;  '•  what  mean  you  by 
they  7— IS  it  the  coipse-lights7— No,  they  did  no»F*5 
by  me,  but  I  think  they  have  passed  by  you,  toa 
blighted  you  with  their  mfluenoe,  for  vou  are  *«  ^ 
as  a  spectre.— Come,  come,  Minna,"  ne  added,  owj- 
mg:  a  side-door  of  the  dwelling,  '•  these  moonligw 
walks  are  fitter  for  old  poets  than  for  young  ina»«"*r; 
And  so  lightly  clad  as  you  are !  Maiden,youMOO» 
take  care  how  you  give  yourself  to  the  orseies  oi  ■ 
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Zetlanci  oight,  for  they  bhn^  more  sleet  than  odours 
upon  their  wings.— But  niaideo,  go  in ;  for,  as  glo- 
noos  John  say»-7or,  as  he  does  not  say— for  I  cannot 
remember  how  his  verse  chimes— but,  as  I  say  myseU; 
in  a  pretty  poem,  written  when  my  muse  was  in  her 
teens,— 

MaiMeAil  maiden  ne'er  ehoald  riee, 
Till  the  fint  beam  tiofe  Um  akiei ; 
GKIk-iViiifed  erelida  atill  ahoald  eloae. 
Till  the  aun  haa  kiaa'd  the  roae ; 
M aideD'a  foot  we  ahould  not  view, 
Mark'd  with  tiny  print  on  dew, 
Till  the  opening  flowereu  apreiui 
Carpet  meet  for  beaaty'a  tread— 

Stav,  what  comes  next?— let  me  see." 

When  the  spirit  of  recitatbn  seized  on  Claud  Hal- 
cro,  he  fori^t  time  and  place,  and  might  have  kept 
his  companion  in  the  cold  air  for  half  an  hour  giving 
poetical  reasons  why  she  ought  to  have  been  in  bed. 
But  she  interrupted  him  by  the  question,  earnestly 
pronounced,  yet  m  a  voice  which  was  scarcely  arti- 
culate, holding  Halcro,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  trem- 
bling and  convulsive  grasp,  as  if  to  support  herself 
from  falling,—**  Saw  you  no  one  in  the  boat  which 
put  to  sea  but  now  T* 

** Nonsense,"  replied  Halcro;  *'how  could  I  see 
any  one,  when  light  and  distance  only  enabled  me  to 
know  that  it  was  a  boat,  and  not  a  grampus?" 

**  But  there  must  have  been  some  one  in  the  boat?" 
repeated  Minna,  scarce  conscious  of  what  she  said. 

"Certainly,"  answered  the  poet;  "boats  seldom 
work  to  winaward  of  their  own  accord.— But  coma 
this  is  all  folly ;  and  so,  as  the  Queen  says,  in  an  old 
play,  which  was  revived  for  the  stage  oy  rare  Will 
ly  Avenant,  *  To  bed— to  bed— to  bed  r  " 

They  separated,  and  Minna's  limbs  conveyed  her 
with  difficulty,  through  several  devious  oassaflee,  to 
her  own  chamber,  wnere  she  stretched  herself  cau- 
tiously beside  her  still  sleeping  sister,  with  a  mind 
harassed  with  the  most  agonizing  apprehensions. 
That  she  had  heard  Cleveland,  she  was  positive— 
the  tenor  of  the  songs  left  her  no  doubt  on  that  sub- 
ject. If  not  ec^ually  certain  that  ehe  had  heard  young 
Mertoun's  voice  m  hot  quarrel  with  her  lover,  the 
impression  to  that  effect  was  strong  on  her  mindv 
The  groan,  with  which  the  struggle  seemed  to  ter- 
minate—this fearful  indication  from  which  it  seemed 
that  the  conqueror  had  borne  off  the  lifeless  body  of 
his  victim— all  tended  to  prove  that  some  fatal  event 
had  concluded  the  contest.  And  which  of  the  un- 
happy men  had  fallen  ?— which  had  met  a  bloody 
death  7— which  had  achieved  a  fotal  and  a  bloody 
victory  l-T-These  were  questions  to  which  the  stiU 
small  voice  of  interior  conviction  answered,  that  her 
lover  Cleveland,  from  character,  temper,  and  habits, 
was  most  likely  to  have  been  the  survivor  of  the  fray. 
She  received  from  the  reflection  an  involuntary  con- 
solation which  she  almost  detested  herself  for  admit- 
ting, when  she  recollected  that  it  was  at  once  dark- 
ens with  her  lover^s  guilt,  and  imbiltered  with  the 
destruction  of  Brenda's  happiness  for  ever. 

"  Innocent,  unhappy  sister !"  such  were  her  reflec- 
tions ;  **  thou  that  art  ten  times  better  than  I,  because 
so  unpretendin^BO  unassuming  in  thine  excellence ! 
How  IS  it  possible  that  I  should  cease  to  feel  a  pang, 
which  is  only  transfeired  from  my  bosom  to  thine  7 

As  these  cruel  thoughts  crossed  her  mind,  she  could 
not  refrain  from  straming  her  sister  so  close  to  her 
bosom,  that,  after  a  heavy  sigh,  Brenda  awoke. 

"  Sister,"  she  said,  "  is  it  you  ?— I  dreamed  I  lay  on 
one  of  those  monuments  which  Claud  Halcro  de- 
scribed to  us,  where  the  effigy  of  the  inhabitant 
beneath  lies  carved  in  stone  upon  the  sepulphre.  I 
dreamed  such  a  marble  form  lay  by  ray  side,  and 
that  it  suddenly  acquired  enough  of  fife  and  anima- 
tion to  fold  me  to  its  cold,  moist  bosom— and  it  is 
yours,  Minna,  that  is  indeed  so  chilly.— You  are  ilL 
mv  dearest  Minna  I  for  G^*s  sake,  let  me  rise  and 
call  Eaphane  Fea.— What  ails  you  1  has  Noma  been 
here  again?" 

'^Call  no  one  hither,"  said  Minna,  detaining  her ; 
"  nothing  ails  me  for  which  any  one  has  a  remedy- 
nothing  out  apprehensions  of  evil  worse  than  even 
Noma  could  prophesy.    But  Ood  is  above  all,  my 


dear  Brenda ;  and  let  as  pray  to  him  to  turn,  as  he 
oiily  can^  our  evil  into  good." 

ney  did  jointly  repeat  their  usual  prayer  for  strength 
and  proteetbn  Irom  on  hi^  and  again  composed 
themselves  to  sleep,  sufTenng  no  word  save  God 
bless  you,"  to  pass  betwixt  them,  when  their  devo- 
tions were  finished ;  thus  scmpulouslv  dedicating  to 
Heaven  their  Utf t  waking  words,  if  numan  frailty 
prevented  them  from  commanding  their  last  waking 
thou^ts.  Brenda  slept  first,  and  MinniL  strongly 
resisting  the  dark  and  evil  presentiments  which  again 
began  to  crowd  themselves  upon  her  imagination, 
was  at  last  so  fortunate  as  to  slumber  also. 

The  storm  which  Halcro  had  expected  began  about 
daybreak,— a  squall,  heavy  with  wind  and  rain,  such 
as  IS  often  felt,  even  during  the  finest  part  of  the  sea- 
son, in  these  latitudes.  At  the  whistle  of  the  wind, 
and  the  clatter  of  the  rain  on  the  shingle  roofing  ot 
the  fishers'  huts,  many  a  poor  woman  was  awakened, 
and  called  on  her  children  to  hold  up  their  little  hands, 
and  join  in  prayer  for  the  safety  or  the  dear  husbaaa 
and  father,  who  was  even  then  at  the  mercy  of  the 
disturbed  elements.  Around  the  house  of  Buigh- 
Westra,  chimneys  howled,  and  windows  clashed. 
The  props  and  rafters  of  the  higher  parts  of  the  buHd- 
ing;  most  of  them  formed  out  of  wreck-wood,  groaned 
and  quivered,  as  fearing  to  be  again  dispersed  by  the 
tempest.  But  the  daughters  oi  Magnus  Troil  con- 
tinued to  sleep  as  softly  aiid  sweetly  as  if  the  hand  of 
Chantrey  had  formed  them  out  oi  statuary  marble. 
The  squall  had  passed  away,  and  the  sunbeams,  dk- 
persing  the  clouds  which  drifted  to  leeward,  shone 
full  through  the  lattice,  when  Minna  first  started 
from  the  profound  sleep  into  which  fatigue  and  men- 
tal exhaustion  had  lulled  her,  and  raising  herself  on 
her  arm,  began  to  recall  events,  which,  alter  this  in- 
terval of  profound  repose,  seemed  almost  to  resemble 
the  baseless  visions  of  the  night  She  almost  doubted 
if  what  she  recalled  of  horror,  previous  to  her  starting 
from  her  bed,  was  not  indeed  the  fiction  of  a  dream, 
sogsested,  perhaps,  by  some  external  sounds. 

1  will  see  Claud  Halcro  instantly,"  she  said ;  *'  he 
may  know  something  of  these  strange  noises,  as  he 
was  stirring  at  the  time." 

With  that  she  sprung  from  the  bed,  but  hardly  stood 
upright  on  the  floor,  ere  her  sister  oxchiimed,  *'  Gra- 
cious Heaven!  Minna,  what  ails  your  foot,  yourancle?" 

She  looked  down,  and  saw  with  surprise,  which 
amounted  to  agony,  that  both  her  feet  but  particu- 
larly one  of  them,  was  stained  with  dark  crimson, 
resembling  the  colour  of  dried  blood. 

Without  attempting  to  answer  Brenda,  she  rushed 
to  the  window,  and  cast  a  desDorate  look  on  the  grass 
beneath,  for  (here  she  knew  she  must  have  contracted 
the  fatal  stain.  But  the  rain  which  had  fallen  there 
in  treble  quantity,  as  well  from  the  heavens  as  from 
the  eaves  of  the  nouse.  had  washed  away  that  guilty 
witness,  if  indeed  such  had  ever  existed.  All  was 
fresh  and  fair,  and  the  blades  of  grass,  overcharged 
and  bent  with  rain-drops,  gUttered  Uke  diamonds  in 
the  bright  morning  sun. 

While  Minna  stared  upOn  tho  spangled  verdure, 
with  her  full  dark  eyes  fixed  and  enlarged  to  circles 
by  the  intensity  of  ner  terror,  Brenda  was  hanging 
about  her,  and  %vith  many  an  eager  inquiry,  preissed 
to  know  whether  or  how  she  had  hurt  herseil  ? 

"  A  piece  of  glass  cut  through  my  shoe,"  said  Min- 
na, bethinki^ig  herself  that  some  excuse  was  neces- 
sary to  her  sister ;  '*  I  scarce  felt  it  at  the  time." 

And  vet  sec  how  it  has  bled,"  said  her  sister. 
"  Sw^t  Minna,"  she  added,  approaching  her  with  a 
wetted  towel,  **  let  me  wipe  the  blood  off- the  hurt 
may  be  worse  than  you  think  of." 

But  as  she  approached,  Minna,  who  saw  no  other 
way  of  preventing  discovery  that  the  blood  with 
which  she  was  stained  had  never  flowed  in  her  own 
veins,  harshly  and  hastily  repelled  the  profi*ered  kind- 
ness. Poor  BrendiL  unconscious  of  any  offence  which 
she  had  given  to  her  sister,  drew  back  two  or  three 
paces  on  finding  her  service  thus  unkindly  refused, 
and  stood  gazing  at  Minna  with  looks  in  which  there 
was  more  of  surprise  and  mortified  afiection  than  of 
resentment,  but  which  had  yet  something  also  of 
natural  displeasure. 
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"  Sister,"  said  she,  "  I  thought  we  had  agreed  but  I     The  gueeta,  mean,  whfle,  were  faet  taking  their  de- 


last  night,  that,  happen  to  ta  what  might,  we  would 
at  least  love  each  other."     ...        ,  .     .„ 

"Much  may  happen  betwixt  night  and  mommgl" 
answered  Minna,  m  words  rather  wrenched  from  her 
by  her  situation,  than  flowing  forth  the  voluntary 
interpreters  of  her  thoughts. 

"Much  may  indeed  nave  happened  ma  night  so 
stormy,"  answered  Brenda;  "for  see  where  the  very 
wall  around  Euphane'splant-a-cniive  has  been  blown 
down ;  but  neitner  wind  nor  rain,  nor  aught  else,  can 
oool  our  affection,  Minna." 

"But  that  may  chance,"  rcphed  Mmna,  which 
may  convert  it  into" .  , . 

The  rest  of  the  sentence  she  muttered  m  a  tone  so 
indistinct,  that  it  could  not  be  apprehended ;  whiJa  at 
the  same  time,  she  washed  the  blood-stains  from  her 
feet  and  left  ankle.  Brenda,  who  still  remained  look- 
ing on  at  some  distance,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  as- 
sume some  tone  which  might  re-establish  kindness 
and  confidence  betwixt  them. 

"You  were  right."  she  said,  "Minna,  to  suffer  no 
one  to  help  you  to  dress  so  simple  a  scratch — stand- 
ing where  I  do,  it  is  scarce  visible." 

^The  most  cruel  wounds,"  replied  Minna,  "are 
those  which  make  no  outward  show— Are  you  sure 
you  see  it  at  all  ?" 

"  O.  yes !"  replied  Brenda,  framing  her  answer  as 
she  thought  would  best  please  her  sister;  "I  see  a 
very  slight  scratch ;  nav,  now  you  draw  on  the  stock- 
ing, I  can  see  nothmg. 

^  You  do  indeed  see  nothing,"  answered  Mmna, 
somewhat  vrildly ;  "but  the  time  will  soon  come  that 
all— ay,  all— will  be  seen  and  known." 

So  saying,  she  hastily  completed  her  dress,  and  led 
the  way  to  breakfast,  where  she  assumed  her  place 
amongst  the  guests ;  but  with  a  countenance  so  pale 
and  haggard,  and  mannere  and  speech  so  altered  and 
so  bewildered,  that  it  excited  the  attention  of  the 
whole  company,  and  the  utmost  anxiety  on  the  part 
of  her  father  Magnus  Troil.  Many  and  various  were 
the  conjectures  of  the  guests,  concerning  a  distem- 
perature  which  seemed  rather  mental  than  corporeal. 
Some  hinted  that  the  maiden  had  been  struck  with 
an  evil  eye,  and  something  they  muttered  about  Nor- 
naof  the  Fitful-head:  some  talked  of  the  departure 
of  Captain  Cleveland,  and  murmured,  "  it  was  a 
shame  for  a  young  lady  to  take  on  so  after  a  landlsu- 
per,  of  whom  no  one  knew  any  thing;"  and  thia  con- 
temptuous epithet  was  in  particular  oestowed  on  the 
Captain  by  Mistress  Baby  Yellowley,  while  she  was 
m  the  act  of  wrapping  round  her  old  skinny  neck  the 
vmy  handsome  owerTay  (as  she  called  it|  wherewith 
the  said  Captain  had  presented  her.  The  old  Lady 
Glowrowrum  had  a  system  of  her  own,  which  she 
hinted  to  Mistress  Yellowley,  after  thanking  Qod 
that  her  own  connexion  with  the  Burgh-Westra 
&mily  was  by  the  lass's  mother,  who  was  a  canny 
Scotswoman,  like  herself. 

"  For,  as  to  these  Troils,^  you  see.  Dame  Yellowley. 
for  as  high  as  they  hold  their  head,  they  sav  that  ken,^' 
(winking  sagaciously,)  "  that  there  is  a  bee  in  their 
bonnet ;— that  Noma,  as  they  call  her,  for  it's  not  her 
right  name  neither,  is  at  whiles  far  beside  her  right 
mmd,— and  they  that  ken  the  cause,  say  the  Fowd 
was  some  gate  or  other  linked  in  with  it,  for  he  will 
never  hear  an  ill  word  of  her.  But  I  was  in  Scotland 
then,  or  I  might  have  kend  the  real  cause,  as  well  as 
other  folk.  At  ony  rate  there  is  a  kind  of  wiklness  in 
the  blood.  Ye  ken  very  weel  daft  folk  dinna  bide  to 
be  contradicted ;  apd  rll  sav  that  for  the  Fowd— he 
likes  to  be  contradicted  as  ili  as  ony  man  in  Zetland. 
But  it  shall  never  be  sakl  that  I  said  ony  ill  of  the 
house  I  am  sae  nearly  connected  wi'.  Only  ye  will 
mind,  dame,  it  is  through  the  Sinclaire  that  we  are 
akin,  not  throu{(h  the  Troils,— and  the  Sinclairs  are 
kend  far  and  wide  for  a  wise  generation,  dame.— But 
I  see  there  is  the  stirrup-cup  coming  round." 

'  I  wonder,"  saki  Mistress  Baby  to  her  brother,  as 
soon  as  the  Lady  Glowrowrum  turned  from  her, 
"what  gare  that  muckle  wife  dame,  dame,  dame, 
that  gate  at  me  7  She  might  ken  the  blude  of  the 
Cliokscaies  is  as  gude  as  ony  Ok>wrowrum's  amang 
thom. 


parture,  scarcely  noticed  by  Magnus,  who  was  so  much 
engrossed  with  Minna's  indisposition,  that,  contrary 
to  nis  hospitable  wont,  he  suffered  them  to  g^  away 
unsaluted.  And  thus  concluded,  amidst  anxiety  and 
illness,  the  festival  of  Saint  John,  as  celebrated  on 
that  season  at  the  house  of  Burgh-Westra :  adding 
another  caution  to  that  of  the  Emperor  of  Ethiopia,— 
with  how  little  security  man  can  reckon  upon  the 
days  which  he  destines  to  happiness. 
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But  Uiis  Md  evil  which  doth  her  infoet. 
Doth  courae  ofnanirai  catue  (kr  exceed, 
And  hooMd  ii  wiUiin  her  hollow  braMt. 
Tliat  either  wenu  loine  cttned  witch's  deed, 
Or  evil  i pricht  thet  in  iter  doth  cucli  torroeot  breed. 

Falty  Qtteeis  Book  Ul,  Ccmte  UL 

The  term  had  now  elapsed,  by  several  days,  when 
Mordaunt  Mertoun,  as  he  had  promised  at  his  de- 
parture, should  have  returned  to  nia  fother's  abode  at 
Jarlsho£  but  there  were  no  tidings  of  his  arrival 
Such  delay  might,  at  another  tim^have  excited  Uttla 
curiosity,  and  no  anxiety ;  for  old  Swertha,  who  took 
upon  her  the  office  of  thinking  and  conjecturing  for 
the  litde  household,  would  have  condtided  that  be 
had  remained  behind  the  other  guests  upon  some 
party  of  snort  or  pleasure.  But  she  knew  that  Mor- 
daunt baa  not  been  lately  in  favour  with  Magnos 
Troil ;  she  knew  that  he  proposed  his  stay  at  Bijrgfa- 
Westra  should  be  a  short  one,  upon  account  of  ois 
father's  health,  to  whom,  notwithstanding  the  little 
encouragement  which  his  filial  piety  received,  be  paid 
uniform  attention.  Swertha  knew  all  this,  and  she 
became  anxious.  She  watched  the  looks  of  her  mas- 
ter, the  elder  Mertoun ;  but.  wrapt  in  dark  and  ateni 
uniformity  of  coinposure,  his  coimtenance,  like  the 
surfiace  oi  a  mkinigbt  lake,  enabled  no  one  to  pene- 
trate into  what  was  beneath.  His  studies,  bis  soh- 
tarv  meals,  his  lonely  walks,  succeeded  each  other  in 
unvaried  rotation,  and  seemed  undisturbed  by  ths 
least  thought  about  Mordaunt's  absence. 

At  length  such  reports  reached  Swertha'«  ear, 
from  vanous  quarters,  that  she  became  totally  on- 
able  to  conceaf  her  anxiety,  and  resolved,  at  the  risk 
of  provokinx  her  maater  into  furv.  or  perhaps  that  of 
losing  her  place  in  his  household,  to  force  upon  h» 
notice  the  doubts  which  afflicted  her  own  mind. 
Mordaunt's  good-humour  and  goodly  person  must 
indeed  have  made  no  small  impression  on  the  wither- 
ed and  selfish  heart  of  the  poor  old  woman,  to  induce 
her  to  take  a  course  so  desperate,  end  from  which  her 
friend  the  Ranzelman  endeavoured  in  vain  to  deter 
her.  Still,  however,^  conscious  that  a  miscarriage  in 
the  matter,  would,  like  the  loss  of  Trinculo'a  bottle 
in  the  horee-|>ool,  be  attended  not  only  with  dia- 
honour,  but  with  infinite  loas^  she  detemuned  to  pro- 
ceed on  her  high  emorizc  with  as  much  cauticm  as 
was  consistent  with  the  attempt 

We  have  ahready  mentioned,  that  it  seemed  a  part 
of  the  very  nature  of  this  reserved  and  unsocial  be- 
ing, at  least  since  his  retreat  into  the  utter  solitude  of 
Jarlshof^  to  endure  no  one  to  start  a  subject  of  oon- 
vereation,  or  to  put  any  question  to  him,  that  did  not 
arise  out  of  urgent  and  pressing  emergency.  Swertha 
was  sensible,  therefore,  that,  in  order  to  open  the  dis- 
courec  favourably  which  she  proposed  to  hold  with 
her  master,  she  must  contrive  that  it  should  originate 
with  himself. 

To  accomplish  this  puipose,  while  busied  in  prs< 
paring  the  table  for  Mr.  Mertoun's  simple  and  soli- 
tary dinner-meal,  she  formally  adorned  the  table 
with  two  covera  instead  of  one,  and  made  all  her 
other  preparations  as  if  he  was  to  have  a  guest  or 
companion  at  dinner. 

The  artifice  succeeded;  for  Mertoim,  on  coming 
from  his  study,  no  sooner  saw  the  table  thus  ar- 
ranged, than  be  aaked  Swertha,  who,  waiting  the 
effect  of  her  stratagem  as  a  fisher  watches  hiagnMnid- 
baits.  was  fiddhngup  and  down  the  room,^  Whe- 
ther Mordaunt  was  returned  from  Burgh-Westra  f" 

This  question  was  the  cue  for  Swertha,  and  aly 
answered  in  a  voice  of  sorrowful  anxiety,  half 
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half  afiected,  *'Na,  na!— nae  sic  divot  had  dunted  at 
their  door.  It  wad  be  blithe  news  indeed,  to  ken 
that  young  Maister  Mordaunt,  puir  dear  bairn,  were 
safe  at  haroe."  ,      .     ,, 

"And  if  he  be  not  at  home,  why  should  you  lay  a 
cover  for  him,  you  doting  foolf  replied  Mertoun,  in 
a  tone  well  calculated  to  stop  the  old  woman's  pro- 
ceedings. But  she  replied,  boldly,  "that,  indeed, 
somebodv  should  take  thought  about  Maister  Mor- 
daunt; a  that  she  could  do  was  to  have  seat  and 
plate  ready  for  him  when  he  came.  But  she  thought 
the  dear  bairn  bad  been  ower  lang  awa ;  and,  if  she 
maun  speak  out,  she  had  her  am  fears  when  and 
whether  he  might  ever  come  hame." 

"  Four  fears!"  said  Mertoun,  his  eyes  flashing  as 
they  usually  did  when  his  hour  of  ungovernable  pas- 
sion approached ;  '*  do  you  speak  of  vour  idle  fears  to 
me,  who  know  that  all  of  your  sex,  that  is  not  fickle- 
ness, and  folly,  and  self-conceit,  and  self-will,  is  a 
bunoieof  idiotical  fears,  vapours,  and  tremours?  What 


are  your  fears  to  me,  you  foolish  old  hag?" 

It  is  an  admirable  quality  in  womankind,  that,  when 
a  breach  of  the  laws  of  natural  afiection  comes  under 
their  observation,  the  whole  sex  is  in  arms.  Let  a 
rumour  arise  in  the  street  of  a  parent  that  has  misused 
a  child,  or  a  child  that  has  insulted  a  parent,— I  say 
nothing  of  the  case  of  husband  and  wife,  where  the 
interest  may  be  accounted  for  in  sympathy,  and  all 
the  women  within  hearing  will  take  animated  and 
decided  part  with  the  sufferer.  Swertha,  notwith- 
standing her  greed  and  avarice,  had  her  share  of  the 
generous  feeUng  which  does  so  much  honour  to  her 
sex^  and  was,  on  this  occasion,  so  much  caiYied  on  by 
its  impulse,  that  she  confronted  her  master,  and  up- 
braided him  with  his  hard-hearted  indifference^  with 
a  boldness  at  which  she  herself  was  astonished. 

"  To  be  sure  it  wasna  her  that  suld  be  fearing  for 
her  young  maister.  Maister  Mordaunt,  even  although 
he  was,  as  she  mignt  weel  say.  the  verv  sea-calf  of  her 
heart ;  but  ony  other  father,  but  his  honour  himsell. 
wad  have  had  speerings  made  after  the  poor  lad,  and 
him  gane  this  eight  days  from  Burgh- Wedtrajimd 
naebody  kend  when  or  where  he  had  gane.  There 
wasna  a  bairn  in  the  howff  but  was  maining  for  him ; 
for  he  made  all  their  bits  of  boats  with  his  knife ;  there 
wadna  be  a  dry  eye  in  the  parish,  if  aught  worse  than 
weal  should  befall  him,— na,  no  ane,  unless  it  might 
be  his  honour's  ain." 

Mertoun  had  been  much  struck,  and  even  silenced, 
by  the  insolent  vol  ubihty  of  his  insurgent  housekeeper ; 
but,  at  the  last  sarcasm,  he  imposed  on  her  silence  in 
her  turn  with  an  audible  voice,  accompanied  with 
one  of  the  most  terrific  glances  which  his  dark  eye 
and  stem  features  could  express.  But  Swertha,  who, 
as  she  afterwards  acquainted  the  Ranzelman,  was 
wonderfully  supported  during  the  whole  scene,  would 
not  be  controlled  by  the  loud  voice  and  ferocious  look 
of  her  master,  but  proceeded  in  the  same  tone  as  be- 
fore." 

**His  honour,  she  said,  "had  made  an  unco  wark 
because  a  whenn  bits  of  kista  and  duds,  that  naebody 
'had  use  for,  had  been  gathered  on  the  beach  by  the 
poor  bodies  of  the  township :  and  here  was  the  brav- 
est lad  in  the  country  lost,  and  cast  away,  as  it  were, 
before  his  een,  and  nae  ane  asking  what  was  come  o 

him."  ,  ,.      . 

"  What  should  come  of  him  but  good,  you  old  fool,'' 

answered  Mr.  MeriouiL  "  as  far,  at  least  as  there  can 

be  g'^xi  in  any  of  the  follies  he  spends  his  time  in  T' 

This  was  spoken  rather  in  a  scornfiil  than  an  angry 
tone,  and  Swertha,  who  had  got  into  the  spirit  of  the 
dialogue,  was  resolved  not  to  let  it  drop,  now  that  the 
fire  of  her  opponent  seemed  to  slacken. 

**  O  ay,  to  DC  siue  I  am  an  auld  fule,— but  if  Maister 
Mordaunt  should  have  settled  down  in  the  Roost,  as 
mair  than  ae  boat  had  been  lost  in  that  wearifu'  squall 
the  other  morning— by  good  luck  it  was  short  as  it 
was  sharp,  or  naething  could  have  lived  in  it— or  if  he 
were  drowned  in  a  loch  coming  hame  on  foot,  or  if 
he  were  killed  by  miss  of  footing  on  a  craig— the  haill 
island  kend  how  venturesome  he  waa— who,"  said 
Swertha,  "will  be  the  auld  fiile  then?"  And  she 
added  a  pathetic  ejaculation,  that  "  Qod  would  pro- 
tect the  poor  motherleaa  bairn !  for  if  he  had  had  a 
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mother,  there  would  have  been  search  made  after  him 
before  now." 

This  last  sarcasm  affected  Mertoun  powerfully,—- 
his  jaw  quivered,  his  face  grew  pale,  ana  he  muttered 
to  Swertha  to  go  into  ms  study,  (where  she  was 
scarcely  ever  permitted  to  enter,)  and  fetch  him  a  bot- 
tle which  stood  there. 

"O  ho !"  quoth  Swertha  to  herself^  as  she  hastened 
on  the  commission,  "  my  master  knows  where  to  find 
a  cup  of  comfort  to  qualify  his  water  with  apon  fitting 
occasions." 

There  was  indeed  a  case  of  such  bottles  as  were 
usually  employed  to  hold  strong  waters,  but  the  dust 
and  cobw^s  in  which  they  were  enveloped  showed 
that  they  had  not  been  touched  for  many  years.  With 
some  difficulty  Swertha  extracted  the  cork  of  one  of 
them,  by  the  help  df  a  fork— for  eoik-screw  was  there 
none  at  Jarlshoi—aod  having  ascertained  by  smell, 
and,  in  case  of  any  mistake,  by  a  moderate  mouthful, 
that  it  contained  wholesome  Barbadoes- waters,  she 
carried  it  into  the  room,  where  her  master  still  con- 
tinued to  struggle  with  nis  fain  tness.  She  then  began 
to  pour  a  small  quantity  into  the  nearest  cup  that  she 
could  find,  wisely  judging,  that,  upon  a  person  so 
much  unaccustomed  to  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  a 
little  might  produce  a  strong  effect.  But  the  patient 
sicned  to  her  impatiently  to  fill  the  cup,  which  might 
hold  more  than  the  third  of  an  Enslish  pmt  measure, 
up  to  the  very  brim,  and  swallowed  it  down  without 
hesitation. 

"  Now  the  saunts  above  have  a  care  on  us !"  said 
Swertha;  "he  will  be  drunk  as  weel  as  mad,  and 
wha  is  to  guide  him  then,  I  wonder?" 

But  Mcrtoun's  breath  and  colour  returned,  without 
the  slightest  symptom  of  intoxication ;  on  the  con- 
trary. Swertha  afterwards  reported,  that,  "  although 
she  had  always  had  a  firm  opinion  in  favour  oi  a 
dram,  yet  she  never  saw  one  woric  such  miracles— he 
spoke  mair  like  a  man  of  the  middle  world,  than  she 
had  ever  heard  him  since  she  had  entered  his  ser- 
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"  Swertha,"  he  said,  "  you  are  right  in  this  matter, 
and  I  was  wrong.— Gio  down  to  the  Ranzelman  di- 
rectly, tell  him  to  come  and  speak  with  me,  without 
an  instant's  delay,  and  bring  me  special  word  what 
boats  and  people  he  can  command:  I  will  employ 
them  all  in  the  search,  and  they  shall  be  plent  tully 
rewarded." 

Stimulated  by  the  spur  which  maketh  the  old  wo- 
man proverbially  to  trot,  Swertha  posted  down  to  the 
hamlet,  with  all  the  speed  of  threescore,  rejoicing  that 
her  sympathetic  feelings  were  likely  to  achieve  their 
own  reward,  having  given  Ti»i'  to  a  quest  which  pro- 
mised to  be  so  lucrative,  and  in  the  profits  whereof 
she  was  determined  to  have  her  share,  shouting  out 
as  she  went,  and  long  before  she  got  within  hearing, 
the  names  of  Niel  Ronaldson,  Sweyn  Erickson,  and 
the  other  friends  and  confederates  wno  were  interested 
in  her  mission.  To  say  the  truth,  notwithstanding 
that  the  good  dame  really  felt  a  deep  interest  in  Mor- 
daunt Mertoun,  and  was  incn  tally  trouble  on  account 
of  his  absence,  perhaps  few  things  would  have  disap- 
pointed her  more  than  if  he  had  at  this  moment 
started  up  in  her  path  safe  and  sound,  and  rendered 
unnecessary,  by  his  appearance,  the  expense  and  the 
bustle  of  searching  after  him. 

Soon  did  Swertna  accompUsh  her  business  in  the 
village,  and  adjust  with  the  senators  of  the  township 
her  own  little  share  of  per  centre  upon  the  profits 
likely  to  accrue  on  her  mission j  and  speedily  did  she 
return  to  Jarlsho^  with  Niel  Ronaldson  by  her  side, 
schooling  him  to  the  best  of  her  skill  in  all  the  pecu- 
harities  of  her  master. 

"  Aboon  a'  things"  she  said,  "  never  make  him  wait 
for  an  answer ;  and  speak  loud  and  distinct,  as  if  you 
were  haihng  a  boat,— for  he  downa  bide  to  say  the 
same  thing  twice  over ;  and  if  he  asks  about  dis- 
tance, ye  may  make  leagues  for  miles,  for  he  kena 
naething  about  the  face  of  the  earth  that  he  lives 
upon ;  and  if  he  speak  of  siller,  ye  may  ask  dollars 
for  shillings,  for  he  minds  them  nae  mair  than  sclatc- 
stanes." 

Thus  tutored.  Niel  Ronaldson  was  introduced  inle 
the  presence  of  Mertotm,  but  was  utterly  confounded 
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to  find  that  he  tould  not  net  upon  the  ^tem  of  de- 
ception which  had  been  projected.    When  he  at- 
tempted, by  some  exaggeration  of  distance  and  peril, 
to  enhance  the  hire  of  the  boats  and  of  the  men.  (for 
the  search  was  to  be  by  sen  and  land,)  he  found  nim- 
self  at  once  cut  short  by  Merioun,  who  showed  not 
only  the  moat  perfect  knowledge  of  the  country,  but 
of  distances,  tides,  currents,  and  all  belonging  to  the 
navigation  of  those  seas,  although  these  were  topics 
with  which  he  had  hitherto  appeared  to  be  totally  un- 
acquainted.    The  Ranzelman,  therefore,   trembled 
when  they  came  to  speak  of  the  recompense  to  be 
afforded  for  their  exertions  in  the  search :  for  it  was 
not  more  unlikely  that  Mertoim  should  be  well  in- 
formed of  what  was  just  and  proper  upon  this  head 
than  upon  others;  and  Niel  remembered  the  storm  of 
his  fory,  when,  at  an  early  period  after  he  had  settled 
at  Jarfshof,  he  drove  Swertha  and  Sweyn  Enckson 
firom  his  presence.    As,  however,  he  stood  hesitating 
betwixt  the  opposite  fears  of  asking  too  much  or  too 
little,  Mertonn  stopped  his  mouth,  and  ended  his  un- 
certainty, by  promising  him  a  recompense  beyond 
what  he  dared  have  venttired  to  ask,  with  an  ad- 
ditional fatuity,  in  case  they  returned  with  the 
pleasing  mtelligence  that  his  son  was  safe. 

When  this  great  point  was  settled,  Niel  Ronaldson, 
like  a  man  of  conscience,  began  to  consider  earnestly 
the  various  places  where  search  Euould  be  made  after 
the  young  man ;  and  having  imdertaken  faithfully 
that  the  inquirv  should  be  prosecuted  at  all  the  houses 
of  the  gentry,  ooth  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  isl- 
ands, he  added,  that,  "  after  all,  if  his  honour  would 
not  be  angry,  there  was  ane  not  far  off,  that,  if  any 
body  dared  speer  her  a  question,  and  if  she  hked  to 
answer  it,  could  tell  more  about  Maister  Mordaunt 
than  any  body  else  could.— Ye  will  ken  wha  I  mean, 
Swertha  ?  Her  that  was  down  at  the  haven  this 
morning.*'  Thus  he  concluded,  addressing  himself 
with  a  mysterious  look  to  the  house-keeper,  which  she 
answered  with  a  nod  and  a  wink. 

"  How  mean  you  ?"  said  Mertoun :  "  speak  out, 
abort  and  open—whom  d«  you  speak  of  ?" 

"It  is  Noma  of  the  Fitful-head  "  said  Swertha, 
**  that  the  Ranzelman  is  thinking  about ;  for  she  has 
gone  up  to  Saint  Ringan's  Kirk  this  morning  on  bu- 
smess  of  her  own." 

"  And  what  can  this  person  know  of  my  son '?"  said 
Mertoun ;  "  she  is,  I  believe,  a  wandering  mad- woman, 
or  impostor." 

"It  she  wanders,"  said  Swertha^  "it  is  for  nae  lack 
of  means  at  hame.  and  that  is  weei  known— plenty  of 
a*  thing  has  she  or  her  ain,  forby  that  the  Fowd  him- 
sell  would  let  her  want  naething." 

"  But  what  is  that  to  my  son  T '  said  Mertoun,  im- 
patiently. 

"  I  dinna  ken— she  took  unco  pleasure  in  Maister 
Mordaunt  from  the  time  she  first  saw  him,  and  mony 
abraw  thing  she  gave  him  at  ae  time  or  another,  for- 
by the  gowQ  chain  that  hangs  about  his  bonny  craig 
—folk  say  it  is  of  fairy  gold— I  kenna  what  gold  it  is, 
but  Bryce  Snailsfoot  says,  that  the  value  will  mount 
to  a  hundred  pounds  English,  and  that  is  nae  deaf 


nuts." 
"Go,  Ronaldson," 


living.  The  like  of  her  carcna  to  have  other  foIk*a 
een  on  them  when  they  or^,  {^ode  sain  us !  doing  tbcir 
ain  particular  turns." 

Mertoun  made  no  answer,  but  throwing  his  cloak 
loosely  around  him,  (for  the  day  was  misty,  with  pass- 
ing showers,)  and  leaving  the  decayed  mansion  of 
Jarlshof^  he  walked  at  a  pace  much  faster  than  was 
usual  with  him,  taking  the  direction  of  the  ruincntt 
church;,  which  stood,  as  he  veil  knew,  within  three  ot 
four  miles  of  his  dwelling. 

The  Ranzelman  and  Swcitlia  stood  gazing  after 
him  in  silence,  until  he  wds  fairly  out  of  ear-shot, 
when,  looking  seriously  on  each  other,  and  shaking 
their  sagacious  hoads  m  the  same  boding  degree  of 
vibration,  they  utiorcd  their  remarks  in  the  ssom 
breath. 
"Fools  are  aye  fleet  nnd  fain."  said  Swertha. 
Feyfolk  run  fast,"  added  the  Ranzelman;  "and 
the  thing  that  we  are  bom  to,  we  cannot  win  by.— I 
have  known  them  that  tried  to  stop  folk  that  were  fey. 
You  have  heard  of  Helen  E^berson  of  Carosey.how 
she  stopped  all  the  boles  and  windows  about  the 
house,  that  her  gudemafi  mi^t  not  see  davlight,  and 
rise  to  the  Haai-fishing,  because  she  feared  io«il  wea- 
ther ;  and  how  the  boat  he  should  have  sailed  in  was 
lost  m  the  Roost ;  and  how  she  came  back,  rejoidog 
in  her  gudeman's  safety— but  ne*er  may  care,  for  tboe 
she  found  him  drowned  in  his  own  masking-fat, 
within  the  wa's  of  his  ain  biggin ;  and  moreover'— 
But  here  Swertha  reminded  the  Ranzelman  that  he 
must  go  down  to  the  haven  to  get  off  the  fishijig- 
boats;  "for  both  that  my  heart  is  eair  for  the  boonv 
lad,  and  that  I  am  fear'd  he  cast  up  of  his  sin  aooord 
before  you  are  at  sea ;  and,  as  I  have  often  told  ye, 
my  master  may  lead,  but  he  winna  drive ;  and  if  ye 
do  not  his  bidding,  and  get  out  to  sea,  the  never  a  bo- 
dle  of  boat-hire  will  ye  see." 

"Weel,  wcel,  good  dame,"  said  the  Ranzehnan, 
"  we  will  launch  as  fast  as  we  can ;  and  by  good  bck. 
neither  Clawson's  boat,  nor  Peter  Grot's,  is  out  to  the 
Haaf  this  morning,  for  a  rabbit  ran  across  the  path 
as  they  were  going  on  board,  and  they  came  back  lice 
wise  men,  kenning  they  wad  be  called  to  other  walk 
this  day.  And  a  marvel  it  is  to  think,  Swertha,  hdw 
few  real  judicious  men  are  left  in  this  land.  There  » 
otu*  great  Udaller  is  weel  eneu^h  when  he  is  frrah,  but 
he  makes  ower  mony  voyages  m  his  ship  and  has  vawi 
to  be  lang  sae;  and  now,  they  say,  his  dsugbter, 
Mistress  Minna,  is  sair  out  of  sorts.— Then  there  is 
Noma  kens  muckle  mair  than  other  folk,  but  wise 
woman  ye  cannot  call  her.  Our  tacksman  here. 
Maister  Merioun,  his  wit  is  sprung  in  the  bowsprit,  1 
doubt— his  son  is  a  daft  gowk ;  ana  I  ken  few  of  eon* 
sequence  hereabouts— excepting  always  myself  and 
maybe  you,  Swertha— but  what  may,  m  some  senas 
or  other,  be  called  fules. 

"That  mav  be,  Niel  Ronaldson,"  said  thedaais: 
"but  if  you  ao  not  hasten  the  faster  to  the  shore, yon 
will  lose  tide ;  and.  as  I  said  to  my  master  somssnoct 
time  syne,  wha  will  be  the  ftile  then  T' 


said  Mertoun,  "  or  else  send 
some  one,  to  seek  this  woman  out— if  you  think  there 
be  a  chance  of  her  knowing  any  thing  of  my  son." 

"  She  kens  a'  thing  that  happens  in  ihae  islands." 
said  Niel  Ronaldson,  "  muckle  sooner  than  other  folk, 
and  that  is  Heaven's  truth.  But  as  to  going  to  the 
kirk  or  the  kirkyard.  to  speer  after  her,  there  is  not  a 
man  in  Zetland  will  do  it,  for  meed  or  for  money— 
and  that's  Heavens's  truth  as  well  as  the  other." 

"Cowardly,  superstitious  fools!'*  said  Mertoun.— 
"  But  give  me  my  cloak,  Swertha.— This  woman  has 
been  at  Burgh -Westra— she  is  related  toTroil's  family 
—she  may  know  something  of  Mordaunt's  absence, 
and  its  cause— I  will  seek  her  myself— She  is  at  the 
Cross-kirk,  you  say  7" 

".No,  not  at  the  Cross-kirk,  but  at  the  auld  Kirk  of 
Saint  Ringan's— it's  a  dowie  bit.  and  far  frae  being 
canny ;  and  if  your  honour,"  added  Swertha,  "  wad 
walk  by  my  mle,  I  wad  wait  until  she  came  back^  and 
no  trouble  her  when  sho^may  be  m>*ir  busied  wi'  the 
dead,  for  ony  thing  that  we  ken,  than  Bh«  is  wi'  the 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

I  do  loTO  tliese  ancient  rain*— 
We  nerer  tread  upon  them  but  we  «et 
Onr  foot  upon  aomo  reverend  historf ; 
And,  queationleas,  here  in  Uii«  open  court, 
(Wliich  now  lies  naked  to  the  injuriea 
Of  itonQy  weatlter,)  some  men  lie  interred. 
Loved  the  Church  m  welt,  and  gave  ao  larfvly  to  It, 
Thejr  thought  it  should  have  canopied  their  boaea 
Till  doomadaT  ;-but  all  thingt  have  their  end~ 
Churches  aud  cities,  which  naTe  dtaeapea  like  to  wm. 
Must  have  tike  death  which  we  have. 

DvekesMtifMalfy. 
The  ruinous  church  of  Saint  Ninian  had,  in  m 
time,  enjoyed  great  celebrity :  for  that  mighty  systea 
of  Roman  superstition,  which  spread  its  roots  overall 
Eiux)pe,  had  not  failed  to  extend  them  even  to  this  rs- 
mote  archipelago,  and  Zetland  had,  in  the  Oithofic 
times,  her  saints,  her  shrines,  and  her  relics,  whick 
though  Uttle  known  elsewhere,  attracted  ihe  bomagi, 
and  commanded  the  observance,  of  the  simple  vtm- 
bitants  of  Thule.  Their  devotion  to  this  church  of  St. 
Ninian,  or,  as  he  was  provincially  termed,  Saint  Ra- 
gan,  situated,  as  the  edifice  was,  dose  to  the 
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beach,  and  serving,  in  many  points,  as  a  landmark  to 
thor  boats,  was  particularly  obstinate,  and  was  con- 
oected  with  so  much  superstitious  ceremonial  and 
credulity,  that  the  reformed  clergy  thought  it  best,  by 
an  order  of  the  Church  Ck>urts,  to  prohibit  all  iq)irituiu 
•ervice  within  its  walla  as  tending  to  foster  the  rooted 
faith  of  the  simple  and  rude  neople  around  in  saint- 
worship,  and  other  erroneous  doctrines  of  the  Romish 
Church. 

After  the  Church  of  Saint  Ninian  had  been  thus  de- 
nounced as  a  seat  of  idolatry,  and  desecrated  of  course, 
the  public  worship  was  transferred  to  another  church ; 
and  the  roof,  with  its  lead  and  its  rafters,  having  been 
stripped  £rom  the  little  rude  old  Gtothic  building,  it  was 
left  in  the  wilderness  to  the  mercy  of  the  elements. 
The  fury  of  the  uncontrolled  winds,  which  howled 
along  an  exposed  space,  resembling  that  which  we 
have  described  at  Jarlshof^  very  soon  choked  up  nave 
and  aisle,  and,  on  the  north-west  side,  which  was 
chiefly  exposed  to  the  wind,  hid  the  outside  walls 
more  than  half  wav  up  with  mounds  of  drifted  sand, 
over  which  the  gable-ends  of  the  building,  with  the 
little  belfry,  which  was  built  above  its  eastern  angle, 
arose  in  ragged  and  shattered  nakedness  of  ruin. 

Yet,  deserted  as  it  was,  the  Kirk  of  Saint  Ringan 
still  retained  some  semblance  of  the  ancient  homage 
formerly  rendered  there.  The  rude  and  ignorant 
fishermen  of  Dunrossness  observed  a  practice,  of 
which  they  themselves  had  well  nigh  forgotten  the 
origin,  and  from  which  the  Protestant  Clergy  in  vain 
eDcTeavoured  to  deter  them.  When  their  boats  were 
in  extreme  peril,  it  was  common  amongst  them  to 
propose  to  vow  an  atomous^  as  they  termed  it,  that  is, 
an  alms,  to  Saint  Ringan ;  and  when  the  danger  was 
over,  they  never  failed  to  absolve  themselves  of  their 
▼ow,  by  coming  singly  and  secretly  to  the  old  church, 
and  putting  ofTtheir  shoes  and  stockings  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  churchyard,  walking  thrice  around  the 
ruins,  observing  that  they  did  so  in  the  course  of  the 
•on.  When  the  circuit  was  accomplished  for  the  third 
time,  the  votary  dropped  his  offering,  usually  a  small 
silver  coin,  through  the  muUions  of  a  lancoolated  win- 
dow,  which  opened  into  a  side  aisle,  and  then  retired, 
avoiding  careiblly  to  look  behind  him  till  he  was  be- 
yond the  precincts  which  had  once  been  hallowed 
ground ;  for  it  was  beUev^l  that, the  skeleton  of  the 
saint  received  the  oflering  in  his  bony  hand,  and 
showed  his  ghastly  death's-head  at  the  window  into 
which  it  was  thrown. 

Indeed  the  scene  was  rendered  more  appallmg  to 
woak  and  ignorant  minds,  because  the  same  stormy 
and  eddying  winds,  which,  on  the  one  side  of  the 
church,  threatened  to  bury  the  ruins  with  sand,  and 
had,  in  fact,  heaped  it  up  in  huge  quantities,  so  as 
almost  to  hide  the  aide- wall  with  its  buttresses,  seemed 
in  other  olaces  bent  on  uncovering  the  graves  of  those 
who  had  been  laid  to  their  long  rest  on  the  south- 
eastern quarter ;  and,  after  an  unusually  hard  sale, 
tho  coffins,  and  sometimes  the  very  corpses,  of  those 
who  had  been  interred  without  the  usual  cerements, 
were  discovered,  in  a  ghastly  manner,  to  the  eyes  of 
the  living. 

It  was  to  this  desolated  place  of  worship  that  the 
elder  Mertoun  now  proceeded,  though  without  any  of 
those  religious  or  superstitious  purposes  with  which 
the  church  of  Saint  Kingan  was  usually  approached. 
He  was  totally  without  the  superstitious  fears  of  the 
country.— nay^  from  the  sequestered  and  sullen  manner 
in  which  he  bved,  withdrawiiu;  himself  from  human 
society  even  when  assembled  tor  worship,  it  was  the 
general  opinion  that  he  erred  on  the  more  fatal  side, 
and  believed  rather  too  Uttle  than  too  much  of  that 
which  the  Church  receives  and  enjoins  to  Christians. 

As  he  entered  the  Uttle  bav,  on  the  shore,  and 
almost  on  the  beach  of  which  the  ruins  are  situated, 
he  could  not  help  pausing  for  an  instant,  and  becom- 
ing sensible  that  the  scene,  as  calculated  to  operate 
oifhuman  feelings,  had  been  selected  with  much  judg- 
ment as  the  site  of  a  rehgious  house.  In  front  lay 
the  sea,  into  which  two  headlands,  which  formed  the 
extremities  of  the  bay,  projected  their  gigantic  cause- 
ways of  dark  and  sable  rocks,  on  the  ledges  of  which 
the  gulls,  scouriea,  and  other  sea-fowl,  appeared  Uke 
flakes  of  snow;  while,  upon  the  bwer  raniges  of  the 


cliff,  stood  whole  lines  of  cormoranta^  drawn  up  along- 
side of  each  other,  like  soldiers  in  their  battle  array  and 
other  Uving  thing  was  there  none  to  see.  The  sea. 
although  not  in  a  tempestuous  state,  was  disturbed 
enough  to  rush  on  these  capes  with  a  sound  like  dis- 
tant thunder,  and  the  billows,  which  rose  in  sheets  of 
foam  half  way  up  these  sable  rocks,  formed  a  contrast 
of  colouring  equally  striking  and  awAd. 

Betwixt  the  extremities,  or  capes,  of  these  project- 
ing headlands,  there  rolled,  on  the  day  when  Mer- 
toun visited  the  scene,  a  deep  and  dense  aggregation 
of  clouds,  through  which  no  human  eye  could  pene- 
trate, and  which,  bounding  the  vision,  and  excluding 
all  view  of  the  distant  ocean,  rendered  it  no  unapt 
representation  of  the  sea  in  the  Vision  of  Mirza, 
whose  extent  was  concealed  by  vapours,  and  xslouds, 
and  storms.  The  ground  arising  steeply  from  the 
sea-beach,  permitting  no  view  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  appeared  a  scene  of  irretrievable  barrenness, 
where  scrabby  and  stunted  heath,  intermixed  with 
the  long  bent,  or  coarse  grassi  which  first  covers  sandy 
soils,  were  the  only  vegetables  that  could  be  seen. 
Upon  a  natural  elevadon.  which  rose  above  the  beach 
in  the  very  bottom  of  the  bay,  and  receded  a  little 
from  the  sea.  so  as  to  be  without  reach  of  the  waves, 
arose  the  half-buried  ruin  which  we  have  already  de- 
scribed, surrounded  by  a  wasted,  half-ruinousL  and 
moulderinff  wall  which,  breached  in  several  places, 
served  still  to  divide  the  precincts  of  the  cemetery. 
The  mariners  who  were  driven  by  accident  into  this 
solitary  bay,  pretended  that  the  church  was  occasion- 
ally observed  to  be  full  of  lights,  and,  from  that  cir- 
cumstance, were  used  to  prophesy  shipwrecks  and 
deaths  by  sea. 

As  Mertoun  approached  near  to  the  chapel,  ho 
adopted,  insensibly,  and  perhaps  without  much  pr^ 
meditation,  measures  to  avoid  being  himself  seen,  un- 
til he  came  close  under  the  walls  of  the  burial-ground, 
which  he  approached,  as  it  chanced,  on  that  side 
where  the  sand  was  blowing  from  the  graves,  in  the 
manner  we  have  described. 

Here,  looking  through  one  of  the  gaps  in  the  wall 
which  time  had  made,  he  beheld  the  person  whom  he 
sought,  occupied  in  a  manner  which  assort^  well 
with  the  ideas  popularly  entertained  of  her  character, 
but  which  was  otherwise  sufficiently  extraordi- 
nary. 

She  was  employed  beside  a  rude  monument,  on 
one  side  of  which  was  represented  the  rough  outline 
of  a  cavalier,  or  knight,  on  horseback,  whue,  on  the 
other,  appeared  a  shield,  with  the  armorial  bearings 
so  defaced  as  not  to  be  inteUigibie;  which  escutcheon 
was  suspended  by  one  angle,  contrary  to  the  modem 
custom,  which  usuallv  places  them  straight  and  u^ 
right.  At  the  foot  of  this  pillar  wasiielieved  to  repose, 
as  Mertoun  had  formerly  heard,  the  bones  of  Cubolt 
lYoil,  one  of  the  remote  ancestors  of  Magnus,  and  fi 
man  renowned  for  deeds  of  valorous  emprize  in  the 
fifteenth  century.  From  the  grave  of  this  warrior 
Noma  of  the  Fitful-head  seemed  busied  in  shoveUiiig 
the  sand,  an  easy  task  where  it  was  so  light  and  loossi 
so  that  it  seemed  plain  that  she  would  shortly  com- 
plete what  the  rude  winds  had  begun,  and  make  bare 
the  bones  which  lay  there  interred.  As  she  laboured, 
she  muttered  her  magic  song;  for  without  the  Runie 
rhytne  no  form  of  northern  superstition  was  ever  per- 
formed. We  have  perhaps  i  •reserved  too  many  exam- 
ples of  these  incantations;  but  we  caxmot  kelp 
attempting  to  translate  that  which  follows  :— 

'*  CluuDpion,  fomed  (br  trarlika  toil. 
Art  tiioa  ciieot,  RiboUTroii  1 
Swid.and  dut,  aod  peliblr  •toow. 
Are  toavtnf  bare  thj  giant  booea. 
Who  dared  toach  the  wild  boar'a  iUd 
To  ■lumtwr'd  on  whilo  life  waa  int— 

A  woman  now,  or  baba,  oMf  oooM. 
And  caat  ttio  covering  nam  U17  tomb. 

"  Tat  be  not  wrathrM.  Chief,  nor  blifht 

Bfine  ejrM  or  aara  with  aouna  oraightl 

1  oDine  not.  with  unhallow'd  tretd. 

To  wake  toe  alumbare  of  tho  dead, 

Or  \MJ  thj  fiut  reliea  bare  ; 

Bat  what  I  nok  thou  well  casat  apcra. 

Be  it  to  mjr  hand  alloWd 

Td  ehaar  a  OQerk'i  weight  (torn  thy  aivwi  i 
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Yet  leave  tbee  theeled  lead  eoooth 

To  ahield  tlijr  bonei  fh>m  weatber  roufh. 

"See,  I  draw  107  raafic knifl»- 

Never  while  Uiou  wert  in  life 

Laid'st  thou  ■till  for  sloth  or  fear, 

When  point  and  edce  were  f  litterinc  dmt  ; 

See,  the  cerementa  now  1  MTer— 

Waken  now,  or  sleep  forever  r 

Thou  wilt  not  wake )  the  deed  is  dona  1 

The  price  I  sought  is  fiirly  won. 

"  Thanks, Ribott,  thank8,-for  this  the  aea 
Siall  smooth  its  rulBed  crest  for  thee,— 
And  while  afar  its  billows  foam, 
Subside  to  peace  near  Ribolt's  tomb. 

Jlianks,  Ribolt,  thanks-for  this  the  mlffat 
)f  wild  winds  rafinf  at  their  heirht, 
When  to  thy  place  of  slumber  nich, 
Shall  soften  to  a  lullaby. 

"  She,  the  dame  of  doubt  and  dread. 
Noma  of  the  Fitful-head, 
Miehtjr  in  her  own  despite— 
Miserable  in  her  mitht ; 
In  despair  and  frenzy  great,— 
In  her  greatness  desolate ; 
Wisest,  wickedest  who  tivee. 
Well  can  keep  the  word  she  ffiTes." 

While  Norna  chanted  the  first  part  of  this  rhrme, 
the  completed  the  task  of  laying  bare  a  part  or  the 
leaden  coffin  of  the  ancient  wamor,  and  severed  from 
it,  with  much  caution  and  apparent  awe,  a  portion  of 
Uie  metal.  She  then  reverentially  threw  back  the 
sand  upon  the  coffin ;  and  by  the  time  she  had  finished 
her  song,  no  trace  remained  that  the  secrets  of  the 
sepulchre  had  been  violated. 

Mertoun  remained  gazing  on  her  from  behind  the 
churchyard  wall  dunng  the  whole  ceremony,  not 
from  any  impression  of  veneration  for  her  or  her  em- 
ployment, but  because  he  conceived  that  to  interrupt  a 
madwoman  in  her  act  of  madness,  was  not  the  best 
way  to  obtain  fit>m  her  such  intelligence  as  she  might 
have  to  impart  Mean  while  he  had  foil  time  to  con- 
sider her  figure,  although  her  face  was  obscured  by  her 
(hshevelled  hair,  and  by  the  hood  of  her  dark  mantle, 
which  permitted  no  more  to  be  visible  than  a  Druid- 
ess  would  probably  have  exhibited  at  the  celebration 
of  her  mvstical  ntes.  Mertoun  had  often  heard  of 
Noma  before ;.  nay,  it  is  most  probable  that  he  might 
have  seen  her  r^aKedlv,  for  sne  had  been  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Jarlshof  more  than  once  since  his  residence 
there.  But  the  absurd  stories  which  were  in  circula- 
tion respecting  her,  prevented  his  pairing  any  atten- 
tk>n  to  a  person  whom  he  regarded  as  either  an  impos- 
tor or  a  madwoman,  or  a  compound  of  both.  Yet, 
now  that  his  attention  was,  by  drcumstances,  invo- 
luntarily fixed  upon  her  person  and  deportment,  he 
could  not  help  acknowled^ng  to  himself  that  she  was 
either  a  complete  enthusiast,  or  rehearsed  her  part  so 
admirably,  that  no  Pythoness  of  ancient  times  could 
have  excelled  her.  The  dignity  and  solemnity  of  her 
ge8ture,-7the  sonorous,  yet  impressive  tone  of  voice 
with  which  she  addressed  the  departed  spirit  whose 
mortal  relics  she  ventured  to  distivb,  were  such  as 
failed  not  to  make  an  impression  upon  him,  careless 
and  indifferent  as  he  generally  appeared  to  all  that 
went  on  around  him.  But  no  sooner  was  her  singu- 
lar occupation  terminated,  than,  entering  the  church- 
yard witn  some  difficulty,  by  clambering  over  the  dis- 
jointed ruins  of  the  wall,  he  made  Noma  aware  of  his 
presence.  Far  from  starting,  or  expressing  the  least 
surprise  at  his  appearance  in  a  place  so  soutary,  she 
said,  in  a  tone  that  seemed  to  mtimate  that  he  had 
been  expected,  "  So,— you  have  sought  me  at  last  7" 

"  And  found  you,"  replied  Mertoun.  judging  he 
would  best  introduce  the  inquiries  he  had  to  make,  by 
assuming  a  tone  which  corresponded  to  her  own. 

"Yosr  she  replied,  "found  me  you  have,  and  in 
the  place  where  all  men  must  meet— amid  the  taber- 
nacles of  the  dead." 

"Here  we  must,  indeed,  meet  at  last,"  replied  Mer- 
toun, glancing  his  eyes  on  the  desolate  scene  around, 
where  headstones,  half  covered  in  sand,  and  others, 
fiiom  which  the  same  wind  had  stripped  the  soil  on 
which  they  rested,  covered  with  inscriptions,  and 
sculptured  with  the  emblems  of  mortality,  were  the 
most  coiiapicuous  objects,— "  here,  as  in  the  house  of 
death,  all  men  must  meet  at  length ;  add  happy  thote 
ihat  come  soonest  to  the  quiet  haven." 


"He  that  dares  desire  this  haven,"  SMd  Noma, 
"  must  have  steered  a  steady  coarse  in  the  voyage  of 
life,  /dare  not  hope  for  such  quiet  harbour.  tHreet 
thou  expect  it?  or  has  the  course  thou  hast  kept  de- 
served It  ?" 

"It  matters  not  to  my  present  purpose,"  rephed 
Mertoim ;  "  I  have  to  ask  you  what  tidings  you  know 
of  my  son  Mordaunt  Mertoun  ?" 

"  A  father,"  reoUed  the  sibyl.  "  asks  of  a  straneer 
what  tidinf^  she  has  of  his  son !  How  should  I  know 
aught  of  him  ?  the  cormorant  says  not  to  the  mallard, 
where  is  my  brood  ?" 

"Lay  Bsule  this  useless  afiectation  of  mystery."  said 
Mertoun ;  "  with  the  vulgar  aiid  ignorant  it  nas  its 
effect  but  upon  me  it  is  thrown  away.  The  people  of 
Jarlshof  have  told  me  that  you  do  know,  or  may 
know,  something  of  Mordaunt  Mertoim,  who  has  not 
returned  home,  after  the  festival  of  Saint  John's,  held 
in  the  house  01  your  relative.  Magnus  Troil.  Give  me 
such  information,  if  indeed  ye  have  it  to  give;  and 
it  shall  be  recompensed,  if  the  means  of  reoompeise 
are  in  my  power." 

"The  wide  round  of  earth,"  replied  Noma,  "holds 
nothing  that  I  would  call  a  recompense  for  the  light- 
est word  that  I  throw  away  upon  a  living  ear.  But  for 
thy  son,  if  thou  wouldst  see  him  in  Life,  repair  to  the 
approaching  Fair  of  Kirkwall,  in  Orkney.**^ 

"  And  wherefore  thither  ?"  said  Mertoun ;  "  I  know 
he  had  nopurpose  in  that  direction." 

",We  drive  on  the  stream  of  fate,"  answered  Noma, 
"  without  oar  or  rudder.  You  had  no  purpose  this 
morning  of  visiting  the  Kirk  of  Saint  Ringan,  yet 
you  are  here;— you  had  no  purpose  but  a  nunute 
hence  of  being  at  Kirkwall,  and  yet  you  wfll  gp 
thither." 

"  Not  unless  the  cause  is  more  distinctly  explained 
to  me.  I  am  no  believer,  dame,  in  thoaa  who  assert 
your  supernatural  powers." 

"You  shall  believe  in  them  ere  we  part,"  said 
Noma.  "  As  yet  you  know  but  little  of  me,  nor  shafi 
you  know  more.  But  I  know  enough  of  you.  and 
could  convince  you  with  one  word  that  I  do  so. 

"Convince  me,  then,"  said  Mertoun;  " for  imkss 
I  am  so  convinced,  there  is  little  chance  of  my  follow- 
ing your  counsel." 

Mark,  then,"  said  Noma,  "what  I  have  to  say 
on  yoiu*  son's  score,  else  what  I  shall  say  to  ym 
on  your  own  will  banish  every  other  thoiicht  from 
your  memory.  You  shall  go  to  the  approaching  Fair 
at  Kirkwall ;  and,  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  Fair,  jpo. 
shall  walk,  at  the  hour  of  noon,  m  the  outer  aale 
of  the  Cathedral  of  Saint  Magnus,  and  there  yoo 
shall  meet  a  person  who  will  give  you  tidings  of 
your  son." 

"  You  must  speak  more  distinctly,  dame,"  returned 
Mertoun,  scornfully,  "if  you  hope  that  I  should  follow 
your  counsel.  I  have  been  fooled  in  my  time  by 
women,  but  never  so  grossly  as  you  seem  vrilling  to 
gull  me." 

"  Hearken,  then  I"  said  the  old  woman.  "  TTie 
word  which  I  speak  shall  touch  the  nearest  secret  of 
thy  life,  and  thrill  thee  through  nerve  and  bone." 

So  saying,  she  whispered:  a  word  into  Mertotm's 
ear,  the  effect  of  which  seemed  almost  magicaL  He 
remained  fixed  and  motionless  with  surprise,  as, 
waving  her  arm  slowly  aloft^  with  an  air  of  sope- 
rioritv  and  triumph,  Norna  glided  from  him,  turned 
round  a  comer  01  the  ruins,  and  was  soon  out  of 
sight 

Mertoim  offered  not  to  follow,  or  to  trace  hei. 
"  We  fly  from  our  fate  in  vain  f*  he  said,  as  be  began 
to  recover  himself;  and  tuming,  he  left  behind  h^ 
the  desolate  ruins  with  their  cemetery.  As  he  looked 
back  from  the  very  last  point  at  which  the  cbarck 
was  visible,  he  saw  the  ngure  of  Noma,  mtifi^  m 
her  mantle,  standing  on  the  very  summit  of  the  ruined 
tower,  and  stretchmg  out  in  the  sea-breeze  soni»> 
thing  which  resembled  a  white  pennon,  or  flag.  A 
feeling  of  horror,  similar  to  that  excited  by  her  last 
words,  again  thrilled  through  his  bosom,  and  be 
hastened  onwards  with  unwonted  speed,  until  he  bad 
left  the  church  of  Saint  Ninian,  with  its  bay  of  sand, 
far  behind  him. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Jarlshof!  the  alteration  in  his 
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countenance  was  so  great,  that  Swertha  conjec- 
tured he  was  about  to  fall  into  one  of  those  fits  of 
deep  melancholy  which  she  termed  his  dark  hour. 

**  And  what  oetter  could  be  expected,"  thought 
Swertha,  "  when  he  must  needs  go  visit  Noma  of 
the  Fiiful-head,  when  she  was  in  the  haunted  Kirk 
of  Saint  Ringan*8?" 

But  without  testifying  any  other  symptoms  of  an 
alienated  mind,  than  that  of  deep  and  sullen  de- 
jection, her  master  acquainted  her  with  his  intention 
to  go  to  the  Fair  of  Kirkwall,— a  thing  so  contrary  to 
his  usual  habits,  that  the  housekeeper  well  nigh  re- 
fused to  credit  her  ears.  Shortly  after,  he  heard,  with 
apparent  indifTerence,  the  accounts  returned  by  the 
dmerent  persons  who  had  been  sent  out  in  quest  of 
Mordaunt,  by  sea  and  land,  who  all  of  them  returned 
without  any  tidings.  The  eauanimitv  with  which 
Mertoun  heard  the  report  of  their  baa  success,  con- 
vinced Swertha  still  more  firmly,  that  in  his  interview 
with  Noma,  that  iseue  had  been  predicted  to  him  by 
the  sibyl  whom  he  had  consulted. 

The  township  were  yet  more  surprised,  when  their 
tacksman,  Mr.  Mertoun,  as  if  on  some  sudden  re- 
solution, made  preparations  to  visit  Kirkwall  during 
the  Fair,  although  he  had  hitherto  avoided  sedulously 
aU  such  places  of  public  resort.  Swertha  puzzled  her- 
'aelf  a  good  deal,  without  being  able  to  penetrate  this 
mystenr ;  and  vexed  herself  still  more  concerning  the 
fate  of  her  young  master.  But  her  concern  was  much 
softened  by  the  deposit  of  a  sum  of  money,  seeming, 
however  moderate  in  itself^  a  treasure  m  her  eyes, 
which  her  master  put  into  her  hands,  acquainting  her 
at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  taken  his  passage  for 
Kirkwall,  in  a  small  bark  belonging  to  the  proprietor 
of  the  island  of  Mousa. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Nm  lanfer  the  wept,— her  tear*  were  a'  spent,- 
Deapair  It  was  cofne,  and  she  thouf  ht  It  contenl : 
^e  thooflit  it  content,  but  her  cheek  it  crew  pale, 
And  abe  droop'd,  like  a  lilf  broke  down  b/  the  hail. 

ConttmuuUm  <if  Ami  Ro^tn  Onif.* 

The  condition  of  Minna  much  resembled  that  of 
the  village  heroine  in  Lady  Lindsay's  beautiful  ballad. 
Her  natural  firmness  of  mind  prevented  her  from  sink- 
ing under  the  pressure  of  the  horrible  secret,  which 
haunted  her  while  awake^  and  was  yet  more  torment- 
ing duniw  her  broken  and  hurried  slumbers.  There 
is  no  grierso  dreadful  as  that  which  we  dare  not  oom- 
n^unicate,  and  in  which  we  can  neither  ask  nor  desire 
sympathy ;  and  when  to  this  is  added  the  burden  o(  a 
guiltv  mystenr  to  an  innocent  bosom,  there  is  little 
wonder  that  Minna's  health  should  have  sunk  under 
the  burden.. 

To  the  friends  around,  her  habits  and  manners, 
nay,  her  temper,  seemed  altered  to  such  an  extra- 
ordinary degree,  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  some  should 
have  ascn'bed  the  change  to  witchcraft,  and  some  to 
incipient  madness.  She  became  unable  to  bear  the 
solitude  in  which  she  formerly  delighted  to  spend  her 
time ;,  yet  when  she  hurried  into  society,  it  was  with- 
out either  joining  in,  or  attending  to,  what  pa05>ed. 
Generally  she  appeared  wrapped  m  sad,  and  ev^n 
sullen  abstraction,  until  her  attention  was  suddenly 
roused  by  some  casual  mention  of  the  name  of  Cleve- 
land, or  of  Mordaimt  Mertoun,  at  which  she  started, 
with  the  horror  of  one  who  sees  the  lighted  match 
applied  to  a  charged  mine,  and  expects  to  be  instantly 
involved  in  the  effects  of^  the  explosion.  And  when 
she  observed  that  the  discovery  was  not  yet  made,  it 
was  so  far  from  being  a  consolation,  that  she  almost 
wished  the  worst  were  known,  rather  than  endure 
the  continued  agonies  of  suiq[)ense. 

Her  conduct  towards  her  sister  was  so  variable, 
yet  uniformly  so  parafiil  to  the  kind-hearted  Brenda, 
that  it  seemed  to  all  around^  one  of  the  strongest  fea- 
tures of  her  malady.  Sometimes  Mizma  was  impelled 
to  seek  her  sister's  company,  as  if  by  the  conscious- 

•  It  M  worth  while  my'ma,  that  thia  motto,  and  the  aaerip- 
ttOD  of  the  beautiful  ballad  fkroon  which  it  if  taken  to  the  Rifht 
Uoooorable  Lady  Ann  Lindsay,  occasioned  the  ingenious  au< 
thoreis's  ackoowledfinent  of  the  ballad,  of  which  the  Editor, 
by  her  permission,  published  a  small  impression,  inscribed  to 
iba  BaooatToe  Club. 


ness  that  they  were  common  sufferers  by  a  misfor- 
tune of  which  she  herself  alone  could  grasp  the  extent; 
and  then  suddenly  the  feeling  of  the  miury  which 
Brenda  had  received  through  the  suppoeea  agency  of 
Cleveland,  made  her  tuiable  to  bear  her  jpresenoe,  and 
still  less  to  endure  the  consolation  which  her  sister, 
mistaking  the  nature  of  her  malady,  vainly  endea- 
voured to  administer.  Frequently,  also,  did  it  happen, 
that,  while  Brenda  was  imploring  her  sister  to  take 
comfort,  she  incautiously  touched  upon  some  subject 
which  thrilled  to  the  very  centre  of  her  soul ;  so  that, 
tmable  to  conceal  her  agony,  Minna  would  rush  hastily 
from  the  apartment  All  these  different  moods,  thou^ 
they  too  much  resembled,  to  one  who  knew  not  their 
real  source,  the  caprices  of  unkind  estrangement. 
Brenda  endured  with  such  prevailing  and  unruffled 
gentleness  of  dim>ositioii,  that  Minna  was  frequently 
moved  to  shed  floods  of  tears  upon  her  neck :  and, 
perhaps,  the  moments  in  which  she  did  so,  though 
imbittered  by  the  recollection  that  her  fatal  secret 
concerned  the  destruction  of  Brenda' s  happiness  as 
well  as  her  own,  were  still,  softened  as  they  were  by 
sisterly  affection,  the  most  endurable  mtmients  of  this 
most  miserable  period  of  her  life. 

The  effects  of  the  alternations  of  moping  melancholy, 
fearful  agitation,  and  bursts  of  nervous  feeling,  were 
soon  visible  on  the  poor  young  woman's  face  and 
person.  She  became  pale  and^  emaciated ;  her  eye 
lost  the  steady  quiet  look  of  happiness  and  innocence, 
and  was  alternately  dim  and  wild,  as  she  was  acted 
upon  by  a  general  feeling  of  her  own  distressful  condi- 
tion, or  by  some  quicker  and  more  poignant  sense  of 
agony.  Her  very  features  seemed  to  change,  and 
become  sharp  and  eager,  and  her  voice,  which,  in  its 
ordinary  tones,  was  low  and  placid,  now  sometimes 
sunk  in  indistinct  mutterings,  and  sometimes  was 
raised  beyond  the  natural  key,  in  hasty  and  abnipt 
exclamations.  When  in  company  with  others,  she 
was  sullenly  silent,  and,  when  she  ventured  into  soli- 
tude, was  observed  (for  it  was  now  thought  very 
proper  to  watch  her  on  such  occasions)  to  speak 
much  to  herself. 

The  pharmacy  of  the  islands  was  in  vain  resorted 
to  by  Minna's  anxious  father.  Sages  of  both  sexes, 
who  knew  the  virtues  of  every  herb  which  drinks  the 
dew,  and  augmented  those  virtues  by  words  of  might, 
used  while  they  prepared  and  applied  the  medicines, 
were  attended  with  no  benefit ;  and  Magnus,  in  the 
utmost  anxiety,  was  at  last  induced  to  have  recourse 
to  the  advice  of  his  kinswoman.  Noma  of  the  Fitful- 
head,  althoinh  owing  to  circumstances  noticed  in 
the  course  or  the  story,  there  was  at  this  time  some 
estrangement  between  them.  His  first  application 
was  in  vain.  Noma  was  then  at  her  usual  place  of 
residence,  upon  the  sea-coast,  near  the  headland 
from  which  she  usually  took  her  designation ;  but, 
although  Eric  Scambester  himself  brought  the  mes- 
s|ige,  she  refused  positively  to  see  him,  or  to  return 
any  answer. 

Magnus  was  angry  at  the  slight  put  upon  his  mes- 
senger and  message,  but  his  anxiety  on  Minna's  ac- 
cotmt,  as  well  as  the  respect  which  he  had  for  Noma's 
real  misfortunes  and  imputed  wisdom  and  power, 
prevented  him  from  indulging,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, his  usual  irritability  of  dispositkin.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  determined  to  make  an  arolication  to  his 
kinswoman  m  his  own  person.  He  kept  his  purpose, 
however,  to  himself)  and  only  desired  his  daughters 
to  be  in  readiness  to  attend  him  upon  a  visit  to  a  rela- 
tion whom  he  had  not  seen  for  some  time,  and  direct- 
ed them^  at  the  same  time,  to  carry  some  provisions 
along  with  them,  as  the  journey  was  distant,  and  they 
might  perhaps  find  their  friend  unprovided. 

Unaccustomed  to  ask  explanations  of  bis  pleasure, 
and  hoping  that  exercise  and  the  amusement  of  such 
an  excursion  might  be  of  service  to  her  sister,  Brenda, 
upon  whom  all  nousehold  and  family  charges  now 
devolved,  caused  the  necessary  pr^arations  to  be 
made  for  the  expedition ;  and,  on  the  next  morn- 
ing, they  were  engaged  in  tracing  the  long  and  te- 
dious course  of  beach  and  of  moorland,  which,  only 
varied  by  occasional  patches  of  oats  and  barley, 
where  a  little  ground  had  been  selected  for  cultiva- 
tion, divided  Burgh  Westra  from  the  north-westera 
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cstramity  of  the  mainland,  (as  the  principal  itUnd  it. 
called,)  which  terminates  in  the  cape  called  Fitful- 
head,  as  the  Bouth-weetem  point  ends  in  the  cape  of 
Sumburgh. 

On  they  went,  through  wild  and  over  wold,  the 
Udaller  bestridins  a  strong,  square-made,  well-bar- 
relled palfrey,  of  Norwegian  breed,  somewhat  taller, 
and  yet  ns  stout,  as  the  ordinary  ponies  of  the  coun- 
try ;  while  Mmna  and  Brenda,  famed,  amongst  other 
accomplishments,  for  their  horsemanship,  rode  two 
of  those  hardy  animals,  which,  bred  and  reared  with 
more  pains  than  is  umially  bestowed,  showed,  both 
by  the  neatness  of  their  form  and  their  activity,  that 
the  race,  so  much  and  so  carelessly  neglected^  is 
capable  of  being  improved  into  beauty  without  losing 
any  thing  of  its  spirit  or  vigour.  They  were  attended 
by  two  servants  on  horseback,  and  two  on  foot, 
secure  that  the  last  circumstance  would  be  no  delay 
to  their  journey,  because  a  great  part  of  the  wav  was 
so  rugged,  or  so  marshy,  that  the  horses  could  only 
move  at  a  foot  pace ;  and  that,  whenever  they  met 
with  any  considerable  tract  of  hard  and  even  grouncL 
they  bad  only  to  borrow  from  the  nearest  nerd  of 
ponies  the  use  of  a  couple  for  the  accommodation  of 
thfoe  pedestrians. 

The  Journey  was  a  melancholy  one,  and  Uttle  con- 
versation passed,  except  when  the  Udaller,  pressed 
by  impatience  and  vexation,  urged  his  pony  to  a 
quick  pace,  and  again,  recollectme  Minna's  weak 
state  of  health,  slackened  to  a  walk,  and  reiterated 
inquiries  how  she  felt  herself^  and  whether  the  fa- 
tigue was  not  too  much  for  her.  At  noon  the  party 
halted,  and  partook  of  some  refreshment,  for  which 
Uiey  had  made  ample  provision,  beside  a  pleasayt 
q;>rmg^  the  pureness  of  whose  waters^  however,  did 
not  suit  the  Udallcr's  palate,  until  qualified  by  a  tibe- 
nl  addition  of  ri^ht  Nantz.  After  he  had  a  second, 
yea  and  a  third  time,  filled  a  large  silver  travelling- 
cupL  embossed  with  a  Gernian  Cupid  smoking  a  pipe, 
and  a  Glerman  Bacchus  emptying  his  flask  down  the 
throat  of  a  bear,  he  began  to  become  more  talkative 
than  vexation  had  permitted  him  to  be  during  the 
early  part  of  their  journey,  and  thus  addressed  his 
daughters  :— 

"Well,  children,  we  are  within  a  league  or  two  of 
Noma's  dwelling,  and  we  shall  soon  see  how  the  old 
spell-mutterer  wul  receive  us." 

Ifinna  interrupted  her  father  with  a  faint  exclama- 
tion, while  Brenda,  surprised  to  a  great  degree,  ex- 
claimed, "Is  it  then  to  Noma  that  we  are  to  make 
this  visit  7— Heaven  forbid  I'* 

"  And  wherefore  should  Heaven  forbid  7"  said  the 
Udaller,  knitting  his  brows ;  "  wherefore,  I,  would 
gladly  know,  should  Heaven  forbid  me  to  visit  my 
kinswoman,  whose  skill  may  be  of  use  to  your  sister, 
if  any  woman  in  Zetland,  or  man  either,  can  be  of 
service  to  her?— You  are  a  fool,  Brenda,— your  sister 
has  more  sense. — Cheer  up,  Minna !— thou  wert  ever 
wont  to  like  her  songs  and  stories,  and  used  to  hang 
about  her  neck,  when  little  Brenda  cried  and  ran 
ttom  her  like  a  Spanish  merchantjnan  from  a  Dutch 
caper."* 

**I  wish  she  may  not  frighten  me  as  much  to-day, 
&ther,"  replied  Brenda,  desirous  of  indulging  Minna 
in  her  tacitumity^  and  at  the  same  time  to  amuse  her 
father  by  sustaimng  the  conversation ;  "  I  have  heard 
00  much  of  her  dwelling,  that  I  am  rather  alarmed 
at  the  thought  of  going  there  uninvited." 

"Thou  art  a  fool,"  said  Magnus,  "to  think  that  a 
visit  from  her  kinsfolks  can  ever  come  amiss  to  a 
kind,  hearty,  Hialtland  heart,  like  my  cousin  Nor- 
na's.— And  now,  I  think  on't,  I  will  be  sworn  that  is 
the  reason  why  she  would  not  receive  Eric  Scambes- 
ter  1— It  is  many  a  long  day  since  I  have  seen  her 
chimney  smokes  and  I  have  never  carried  you  thither. 
She  hath  indeed  some  right  to  call  me  unkind.    But  I 
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There  is  no  £nr  of  our  putting  Noma  to  any  dia- 
tresB  just  now,"  replied  Brendi^^*  for  I  have  anmit 
provision  of  every  thing  that  we  can  posaibhr  need— 
fish,  and  bacon,  and  salted  nratton,  and  driea  geese— 
more  than  we  could  eat  in  a  week,  besides  enough  ot 
liquor  for  you,  father." 

^'  Right,  right,  my  girl !"  said  the  Udaller ;  "  a  well, 
found  ship  makes  a  merry  voyage— so  we  shall  onhr 
want  the  kindness  of  Noma's  roofi  and  a  little  baa- 
ding  for  you ;  for,  as  to  myself^  my  sea-doak.  and 
honest  dry  .boards  of  Norway  deal,  suit  me  bett«' 
than  your  eider-down  cushions  and  roattressea.  So 
that  Noma  will  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  ut  with- 
out having  a  stiver's  worth  of  trouble." 

"  I  wish  she  may  think  it  a  pleasure,  nr,"  roplied 
Brenda. 

"  Why.  what  does  the  girl  mean,  in  the  name  of  the 
Martyrr '  replied  Magnus  Troil ;  "  dost  thou  think  my 
kinswoman  is  a  heathen,  who  will  not  rejoice  to  aee 
her  own  flesh  and  blood  1—1  would  I  were  as  mm  of 
a  good  year's  fishing!— No,  no  I  I  only  fesr  we  may 
find  her  from  home  at  present,  for  ahe  is  ofUn  a 
wanderer,  and  all  with  thinking  over  much  on  what 
can  never  be  helped." 

Minna  sighed  deeply  as  her  father  spoke,  and  ibe 
Udaller  went  on  :— 

"Dost  ibou  sigh  at  that,  my  girl?— why,  'tis  tha 
fault  of  half  the  world— let  it  never  be  tnme  ova. 
Minna." 

Another  suppressed  sigh  intimated  that  tbecamioD 
came  too  late. 

"  I  believe  you  are  afcpid  of  my  cousin  as  well  as 
Brenda  is,"  said  the  Udaller,  gazing  on  her  pale  couh 
tenance ;  "  if  so^  speak  the  word,  and  we  will  return 
back  again  as  if  we  had  the  wind  on  our  quarter,  and 
were  running  fifteen  knots  by  the  line." 

"  Do  for  Heaven's  sake,  sister,  let  us  return  T*  said 
Brenda,  imploringly ;  "  you  know— you  remember— 
you  must  be  well  aware  that  Noma  can  do  naught  to 
help  you." 

"It  is  but  too  true,"  said  Minna,  in  a  anbdoed 
voice ;  "  but  I  know  not— she  may  answer  a  qnestioe 
—a  question  that  only  the  miserable  dare  adt  of  the 
miserable." 

"  Nay,  my  kinswoman  is  no  miser,"  answered  the 
Udaller,  who  only  heard  the  beginning  of  the  word; 
"  a  good  income  she  has.  both  in  Onney  and  ben^ 
and  many  a  fair  lispund  of  butter  is  paid  to  her.  Bat 
the  poor  have  the  best  share  of  it,  and  ahame  £all  the 
Zethnder  who  begrudges  them ;  the  rest  she  snemU 
I  wot  not  how,  in  her  journeys  throu^  the  ialands. 
But  you  will  laugh  to  see  her  house,  anoNick  Stramp- 
fer,  whom  she  calls  Pacolet— many  folks  think  Nick 
is  the  devil ;  but  he  is  tieth  and  blood,  like  anv  of  as 
—his  father  Uved  in  Grsmsay.— I  shall  be  giad  to  ass 
Nick  again." 
While  the  Udaller  thus  ran  on,  Brenda,  who,  io 


recompense  for  a  less  portion  of  imagination  than  aer 
sister,  was  ^ted  with  sound  common  sense,  was  da- 
bating  with  herself  the  probable  effect  of  this  visit  on 
her  sister's  health.  She  came  finally  to  the  leeolo- 
tion  of  sp^Uiinif  with  her  father  aside,  upon  the  first 
occasion  which  their  journey  should  aflbid.  To  him 
she  determined  to  coimiuinicate  the  whole  particulais 
of  their  nocturnal  interview,  with  Noma,— to  wtuch» 
among  other  agitating  causes,'ihe  attributed  the  de> 
pression  of  Minna's  spirits,— and  then  make  himself 
the  judge  whether  he  ought  to  pers(^in  his  visit  to  s 
person  so  singular,  and  expose  n  is  Aughter  to  all  the 
shock  which  ner  nerves  might  possibly  noeiva  from 
the  interview. 

Just  as  she  had  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  her  father 
dashing  the  crumbs  from  his  laced  waistcoat  with  one 
hand,  and  recming  with  the  other  a  fourth  cup  of 
brandy  and  water,  drank  devoutly  to  the  succeaa  of 

_  their  voya|i;aand  ordered  all  to  be  in  readinaaa  to  an 

will  tell  her  the  truth— and  that  i%  that  though  such  I  forward.  Whilst  they  were  yaddling  their  pooieib 
be  the  fashion,  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  or  honest  to  Brenda,  with  some  difficulty,  contrived  to,  make  bar 
eat  up  the  substance  of  lone  women-folks,  as  we  do  |  father  understand  she  wished  to  speak  with  him  m 


that  of  our  brother  Udallers,  when  we  roll  about  from 
house  to  house  in  the  winter  seoton,  until  we  gather 
oka  a  snuwbail,  and  eat  up  all  wherever  we  come." 

*  A  Uffht-arawd  vmmI  of  the  aevntaMith  oeoturr,  adaptod 
for  privatMrinf ,  and  much  wad  by  tbe  Doteh. 


private— no  email  surprise  to  the  honost  Udaller,  who, 
though  aecret  aa  the  grave  in  the  very  few  tbii^pi 
where  he  considered  secrecy  as  of  importance,  WM 
so  far  from  practising  mystery  in  general,  that  hi* 
most  important  affairs  were  often  discuaaed  bf  him 
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openlv  in  preseDce  of  his  whole  fiunily,  senrantfl  m*> 
clodea. 

But  far  greater  was  his  astonishment,  when,  remain- 
ins  purposely  with  his  daughter  Brenda.  a  little  in  the 
wake,  as  he  termed  it,  of  the  other  riders,  he  heard 
the  whole  account  of  Norna*s  visit  to  Burgh- Westra, 
and  of  the  communication  with  which  she  had  then 
astounded  his  daughters.  For  a  long  time  he  could 
utter  nothing  but  inteiiections,  and  ended  with  a 
thousand  curses  on  his  Kinswoman's  folly  in  telling 
his  daughters  such  a  history  of  horror. 

"  I  have  often  heard,"  said  the  Udaller,  "  that  she 
was  quite  mad,  with  all  her  wisdom,  and  all  her 
knowledge  of  the  seasons ;  and,  by  the  bones  of  my 
namesake,  the  Martjrr,  I  begin  now  to  believe  it  most 
assuredly  I  I  know  no  more  how  to  steer  than  if  I 
bad  lost  mv  compass.  Had  I  known  this  before  we 
set  out,  I  think  I  had  remained  at  home ;  but  now 
that  we  have  come  so  far,  and  that  Noma  expects 
us" 

"Expects  OS,  father!"  said  Brenda;  "how  can 
that  be  possible?" 

"Why,  that  I  know  not— but  she  that  can  tell 
how  the  wind  is  to  blow,  can  tell  which  way  we  are 
designing  to  ride.  She  must  not  be  provoked ;— per- 
haps she  has  done  my  family  this  ill  for  the  words  I 
had  with  her  about  that  lad  Mordaunt  Mertoun,  and 
if  so.  she  can  undo  it  again :— and  so  she  shall,  or  I 
will  know  the  cause  wherefore.  But  I  will  try  fair 
words  firet." 

Finding  it  thus  settled  that  they  were  to  go  forward, 
Brenda  endeavoured  next  to  learn  from  her  father 
whether^  Noma's  tale  was  founded  in  reality.  He 
shook  his  head,  groaned  bitterly,  and,  in  a  few  words, 
acknowledged  that  the  whole,  so  far  as  concerned 
her  intrigue  with  a  str^ger,  and  her  father's  death,  of 
which  she  became  the  accidental  and  most  innocent 
canse,  was  a  matter  of  sad  and  indisputable  truth. 
" For  her  infant,"  he  said,  "he  could  never,  by  any 
means,  learn  what  became  of  it." 

"Her  infant  1"  exclaimed  Brenda ;  "she  spoke  not 
a  word  of  her  infant  I" 

"  Then  I  wish  my  tongue  had  been  bUstered,"  said 
the  Udaller,  "  when  I  told  you  of  it  1— I  see  that,  young 
and  old,  a  man  has  no  better  chance  of  keeping  a 
secret  from  you  women,  than  an  eel  to  keep  himself 
in  his  hold  when  he  is  sniggled  with  a  loop  of  horse- 
hair— sooner  or  later  the  fisher  teazes  him  out  of  his 
hole,  when  he  has  once  the  noose  round  his  neck.' 

"  But  the  infant,  mv  father."  said  Brenda,  still  in- 
sisting on  the  particulars  of  this  extraordinary  story, 
"what  became  of  it?" 

"  Carried  off,  I  fancy,  by  the  blackguard  Vaughan," 
answered  the  Udaller,  with  a  gren  accent,  which 
plainly  betokened  how  weary  he  was  of  the  subject. 

"  By  Vaughan?"  said  Brenda,  "the  lover  of  poor 
Noma,  doubtless!— what  sort  of  man  was  he,  father?" 

*'  Why,  much  like  other  men,  I  fancy,"  answered 
the  Udaller;  "  I  never  saw  him  in  my  hie.— He  kept 
conipany  with  the  Scottish  families  at  Kirkwall ;  and 
I  with  the  good  old  Norse  folk— Ah  I  if  Noma  had 
dwelt  always  amongst  her  own  kin,  and  not  kept 
company  with  her  Scottish  acquaintance,  she  would 
have  known  nothing  of  Vaughan,  and  things  might 
have  been  otherwise — But  then  I  should  have  known 
nothing  of  your  blessed  mother,  Brenda— and  that," 
he  said,  his  large  blue  eyes  shining  with  a  tear, 
••  would  have  saved  me  a  short  joy  artd  a  long  sor- 
row." 

"Noma  could  but  ill  have  supplied  my  mother's 
place  to  you^  father,  as  a  companion  and  a  friend- 
that  is,  judging  from  all  1  have  heard,"  said  Brenda, 
with  some  liesitation.  But  Magnus,  softened  by  re- 
collections of  his  beloved  wife,  answered  her  with 
more  indulgence  than  she  expected. 

"I  would  have  been  content,"  he  said,  "to  have 
wedded  Noma  at  that  time.  It  would  have  been  the 
soldering  of  an  old  quarrel— the  healing  of  an  old  soreJ 
All  our  olood  relations  wished  it,  and.  situated  as  I 
was,  especially  not  having  seen  your  blessed  mother, 
I  had  little  will  to  oppose  their  counsels.  Yon  must 
not  jndge  of  Noma  or  of  me  by  such  an  appearance 
as  we  now  present  to  you— She  was  vouns  and  beau- 
tiful, and  I  gamesome  as  a  Highland  buoL,  and  little 


caring  what  haven  I  made  for,  havinOi  as  I  thonght, 
more  than  one  under  my  lee.  But  Noma  preferred 
this  man  Vaughan,  and,- as  I  told  you  before,  it  was, 
perhaps,  the  best  kindness  she  could  have  done  to  me. 
^  "Ah,  poor  kinswoman!"  said  Brenda.  "But  be- 
lieve vou,  father,  in  the  high  powere  which  she  claims 
—in  the  mysterious  vision  of  the  dwarf— in  the" 

She  was  interrupted  in  these  questions  by  Magnus, 
to  whom  they  were  obviously  displeasing. 

"I  believe,  Brenda,"  he  said,  "acconiing  to  the 
beUef  of  ray  forefathers— I  pretend  not  to  be  a  wiser 
man  than  they  were  in  their  time,— and  they  all 
believed  that,  in  cases  of  great  worldly  disn-ess,  Pro- 
vidence opened  the  eyes  of  the  mind,  and  afforded  the 
suflferere  a  vision  of  futurity.  It  was  but  a  trimming 
of  the  boat,  with  reverence,  '—here  he  touched  his  hat 
reverentially*,  "and,  after  all  the  shiftirig  of  ballast, 
poor  Noma  is  as  heavily  loaded  in  the  bows  as  ever 
was  an  Orkneyman's  yawl  at  the  dog-fishing— she 
has  more  than  affliction  enough  on  board  to  balance 
whatever  gifts  she  may  have  had  in  the  midst  of  her 
calamity.  They  are  as  painful  to  her,  poor  soul,  as  a 
crown  of  tboms  would  be  to  her  brows,  though  it 
were  the  badge  of  the  empire  of  Denmark.  And  do 
not  you,  Brenda,  seek  to  be  wiser  than  your  fathera. 
Your  sister  Minna,  before  she  was  so  ill,  bad  as  much 
reverence  for  whatever  was  produced  in  Norse,  as  if 
it  had  been  in  the  Pope's  bull,  which  is  all  written  in 
pure  Latin." 

"  Poor  Noma  I"  repeated  Brenda  j "  and  her  child- 
was  it  never  recovered  ?" 

"  What  do  1  know  of  her  child,"  said  the  Udaller, 
more  gruffly  than  before,  "  except  that  she  was  very 
ill,  both  before  and  after  the  birth,  though  we  kept 
her  as  merry  as  we  could  with  pipe  and  hari>,  and  so 
forth ;— the  child  had  come  before  its  time  into  this 
bustling  worid,  so  it  is  likely  it  has  been  longdead.— 
But  you  know  nothing  of  all  these  matters,  Urenda  ; 
so  get  along  for  a  foolish  girl,  and  ask  no  more  ques- 
tions about  what  it  does  not  become  you  to  inquire 
into." 

So  saying,  the  Udaller  gave  his  sturdy  little  palfrey 
the  spur,  and  cantering  forward  over  rough  and 
smooth,  while  the  pony's  accuracy  and  firmness  of 
step  put  all  difficulties  of  the  path  at  secure  defiance, 
he  placed  himself  soon  by  the  side  of  the  melancholy 
Minna,  atid  permitted  her  sister  to  have  no  farther 
share  in  his  conversation  than  as  it  was  addressed  to 
them  jointly.  She  could  but  comfort  herself  with 
the  hope,  that,  as  Minna's  disease  appeared  to  have 
its  seat  in  the  imagination,  the  remedies  recom- 
mended by  Noma  might  have  some  chance  of  being 
efieciual,  since,  in  all  probabiUty,  they  would  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  same  facultv. 

Their  way  had  hitherto  held  chiefly  over  moss  and 
moor,  varied  occasionally  by  the  necessity  of  making 
a  drcuit  around  the  h^s  of  those  long  lagoons, 
called  voes,  which  nm  up  into  and  indent  the  coun- 
try in  such  a  manner,  that,  though  the  Mainland  of 
Zetland  may  be  thirty  miles  or  more  in  length,  there 
is  perhaps,  no  part  of  it  which  is  more  than  three 
miles  distant  from  the  salt  water.  But  they  had  now 
approached  the  north-westem  extremity  of  the  isle, 
and  travelled  along  the  top  of  an  immense  ridge  of 
rocks,  which  had  tor  ages  withstood  the  rage  of  the 
Northern  Ocean,  and  of  all  the  winds  by  which  it  is 
buffetted. 

At  length  exclaimed  Magnus  to  his  daughters, 
"  There  is  Noma's  dweDingi— Look  up,  Minna,  my 
love;  for  if  this  does  not  make  you  laugh,  nothing 
will.— Saw  you  ever  any  thing  out  an  osprey  that 
would  have  made  such  a  nest  for  himself  as  that  is  7 
—By  my  namesake's  bones,  there  is  not  the  like  of  it 
that  livmg  thing  ever  dwelt  in,  (having  no  wings  and 
the  use  or  reason,)  unless  it  chanced  to  be  the  Frawa- 
Stack  off  Papa,  where  the  King's  daughter  of  Nor- 
way was  shut  up  to  keep  her  from  her  lovers — and  all 
to  uttle  purpose,  if  the  tale  be  true  :*  for,  maidens,  I 
I  would  have  you  to  wot  that  it  is  hard  to  keep  flax 
from  the  lowe."t 

*  The  FntwaStaek,  or  Maiden-Rock,  an  hiaeeoMible  ditl, 
dhrided  bjr  a  narrow  folf  fWmi  Um  bland  of  Papa,  hat  on  tbo 
nmnnit  tome  mloa,  nonceroinff  wbldi  there  u  a  lefood  ainilar 
to  ttiat  of  Danao. 
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And  laAtu  MJlDii'  woei  i 

Tub  dwolling;  of  Noma,  ihough  none  fc— 

of  Zellsnd,  familiar,  during  bis  whole  life,  with  every 
variety  of  rock-aceneiy,  could  have  >«n  aoy  ihing 
.Indicrous  in  ihia  piiUBlion,  whs  nol  unaptly  compared 
by  Msgnua  Troil  lo  ihe  eyry  of  the  oiprey,  of  sea- 
ea^He-  It  >vai  very  email,  and  had  been  fabhcaled 
out  ofonaof  thuH'HenH  which  are  called  Buigbe  and 
Picts-houjcs  in  Ztilnnd,  and  Duns  on  the  mainland 
of  Scotland  and  llie  Htundea,  and  which  Kcm  to  be 
lh«  Ural  cflbrl  at  architcclurc— ibe  conneciinft  link 
belwiii  a  Cu'b  hole  in  a  cairn  of  loo 


II  the  I 


if  lh( 


any  kind,— wiihoui  any — 

from  their  remain f,— without  any  knoivledRe  of  the 
arch  or  of  ihc  stair  Such  as  ibey  are,  however,  the 
nnmeroiis  remnins  of  theae  dwellinfa—  tor  there  ia  one 
found  on  every  heaillond,  islet,  or  point  of  vanlRKe, 
which  could  nflbrd  the  inbabitantE  additional  means 
of  defence— (end  to  prove  that  the  remote  people  by 
whom  these  Biiruhe  were  constructed.  »tre  a  nu- 
merous race,  and  thai  the  islands  had  then  a  much 
Sicater  population,  than,  from  other 


TbeBi 


:n  led  to 


khadb. 


I  later  gieriod,  probably  by  i 

rity  of  the  aiiiiaiiotj,  which  occupied  the  whole  of  a 
projeclinR  pniul  of  locli.  ond  was  divided  from  ihe 
mam  land  by  a  rent  or  chasm  of  soma  depth,  had 
built  some  additions  to  it  in  the  rudeat  style  ul  (jothic 
defensive  architecture ;— had  plastered  the  inside  wilh 
lima  and  clay,  and  broken  out  windows  for  the  ad- 
'    '  n  of  liijht  Bud  air ;  and,  finally,  by  roofing  it 


,  and  di 


iBofbt 


—   . , vcned  iho  whole , 

reaemblins  a  pymmidical  dovecot  formed  by  a  double 
wall,  slill  containinR  wiibin  ita  thicliness  that  set  of 
circular  gallenes,  or  concentric  rings,  which  is  proper 
lo  alt  the  forts  of  this  primitive  conalTDCtion,  and 
which  aeem  to  have  constituted  the oidy  shelter  which 
they  were,  oriwnally  qualified  to  afford  lo  their  shiver- 

Thia  singular  habitation,  builtoutof  the  loose  sinnes 
which  la^  scattered  around,  and  exposed  for  sees  (o 
Ibevicissitudea  of  the  elements,  waaasgray,  weaiher- 
'   alen,  and  wasted,  as  i'  .     '     - 

unded,  and  Irom  which 

tinguished,  so  comnlciely 

and  BO  little  did  it  diOcrm  cegulahlyofah 
pinnacle  or  fiagmenl  of  ihe  clifT 

Minna's  habitual  indifference  lo  all  that  of  late  had 
pueed  around  ber,  was  for  a  momanl  suspended  by 
(ho  sight  of  an  abode,  which,  al  anolher  and  happier 
period  of  ber  life  would  bave  atlncled  at  once  her 


SVM  ikit  ancKVI  iiinoe-hosne,  comiHwl  nf 
«iri!ncaU«MHMC,»iiiidna<ol><ild  ontai 

at  iba  bniiccrrL  eHiml.  ili>  ton  of  HamU  i<n  <.,.'>i~-''ii. 
hadumed  offatHBIIIM  omnnn.  llw  mnllisi  oTa  Nuima ian 
IWri.alHi«llMlllIniM,(Dd>hi!Mtni<l  liliuairwilhlililhli  ptirs 
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lemMai  Dm  ftaan  of  ■  diH'tioi 


Qullend,  "haschoBCD  her 


Brenda,  on  the  other  hand,  ahuddered  when  sbe 
looked  on  the  divtllingio  which  they^wereadTODcinK 
by  B  difficult,  dangerous,  and  precarious  path,  wfauS 
Bometiines,  to  her  great  terror,  approached  to  ihevcrfte 
of  ihe  precipice  j  to  that,  ZsttHndo-  as  she  was,  sod 
confident  as  she  had  reason  to  be,  in  the  sleadineH 
and  sagacityoflheeure-lbotfd  pony,  she  could  scerca 


a  ship  anje  of  the  rocli,  her  feei.'^aB  Itey  pmiecltS 
fn)m  the  aide  of  the  pony,  bunti  for  an  inaUDI  slleer 
over  the  tedge  of  the  precipice,  so  that  ihere  was 
nothing  save  empty  ninccbeiwiit  the  sole  of  her  shoe 
and  the  white  foam  o^lhe  vexed  ocean,  which  daabed, 
howled  end  foamed,  five  hundred  feet  below.  What 
would  have  driven  a  maiden  of  another  country  into 

wbic)  '    lost  in  the  h^  that  the  iio- 

presBJ  :ene  appeared  to  make  on  her 

sisier  light  be  favourable  to  her  cur. 

Sh<  looking  back  to  see  how  Minna 

sboul'  jf  peril,  which  she  btraelf  bad 

just  n  dd  hear  Ihe  sltons  voice  of  the 


i-beach,  ca! 
™"her  bod^,'o 


from  thi 

fell,  at  mat  instant,, a  pang  oi   unmteraoie  lemff, 

niien  relieved,  as  it  inaianlly  waa,  by  ber  sister  reco- 
vering herself  and  sitting  upright  in  her  saddle,  ihs 
opportnniiy  sod  temptation  (if  she  felt  it)  psasinc 
away,  as  the  quiet  steady  animal  which  supported  bet 
rounded  the  projecting  angle,  and  turned  its  patienl 
and  firm  step  from  the  verge  of  iheprecipice. 

They  now  attained  a  more  level  and  open  wace  of 
ground,  being  the  fist  top  of  an  isthmus  of  projecring 
mck,  narrowinK  again  towards  a  point  where  it  was 
terminated  by  the  chnsm  which  separaied  ihe  small 
peak,  or  ilack,  occupied  by  Noma's  habitation,  from 
the  main  ridge  of  cliiT  and  precipice.  This  nslotal 
fbase,  which  seemed  to  have  been  the  wxirh  of  some 
convulsion  of  nature,  wus  deep,  dark,  and  irregular, 
narrower  towards  the  bottom,  which  could  nol  bedia- 
lincily  seen,  and  widest  al  top,  hasinit  the  appear- 
ance as  if  ihat  pan  of  the  cliff  occupied  by  die  build- 
ing hsd  been  half  rent  away  from  the  isthmus  whicfa 


„  .._.Ti  Ihe  perpendicular,  » 

iiaie  iiaelf  seaward,  wiib  its  old  lower :  and 
us  person  would  have  been  afraid  to  putfM 
I'st  an  addition  of  weighi.  coincousidenbk 
the  human  body,  should  haalen  a  cttaa- 
lich  wemedat  every  iuBtanl  impending. 


eha  one  of  their  domestics,  with  direciione  u 

diei  Mr  them  of  their  burdens,  and  turn  iheni  out 

for .._.  _.d  refreshment  upon  the  nearest  beath.  11a> 
done,  they  approached  the  gate,  which  seemed  for 
merly  to  have  been  conneciM  with  the  land  by  a  nidi 
drawbridge,  some  of  the  apparama  of  which  wu 
still  viaible.    Bui  Iha  rBsl  had  been  long  dcnndiahed 
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tod  was  replaced  by  a  atatioiiarr  footbridge,  fonned 
of  barrel-suvee  covered  with  tur£  ?ery  narrow  and 
ledgeleas,  and  supported  by  a  sort  of  area,  constructed 
out  of  the  jaw-bones  of  the  whale.  Along  this  **  brisff 
of  dread"  the  Udallcr  8t^>ped  with  his  usual  portly 
mi^esty  of  stride  which  threatened  its  demolition 
ana  his  own  at  the  same  time ;  his  daughtere  trode 
more  lightly  and  more  safely  after  him,  and  the  whole 
party  stood  before  the  low  and  rugged  porul  of  Nor^ 
na*s  habitation.  ,    ^      ,, 

*  If  she  should  be  abroad  after  all,"  said  Magnus, 
as  he  plied  the  black  oaken  door  with  repeated  blows ; 
— **but  if  so,  we  will  at  least  lie  by  a  dav  for  her  re- 
turn, and  make  Nick  Strumpfer  pay  the  demurrage  in 
bland  and  brandy." 

As  he  spoke,  the  door  opened,  and  displayed,  to  the 
alarm  of  Brenda,  and  the  surprise  of  Minna  herself,  a 
square-made  dwar(  about  four  feet  five  inches  high, 
with  a  head  of  most  portentous  size,  and  features 
correspondent— namely,  a  huge  mouth,  a  tremendous 
nose,  with  large  black  nostrils,  which  seemed  to  have 
been  dit  upwards,  blubber  hps  of  an  unconscionable 
size,  and  nuge  wall-eyes,  with  which  he  leered, 
•neered,  grinned^  and  goggled  on  the  Udaller  as  an  old 
acqoaintaooe,  without  uttering  a  single  word.  The 
young  women  could  hardly  persuade  themselves  that 
they  did  not  see  before  tneir  eyes  the  very  demon 
Trolld,  who  made  such  a  distinguished  figure  in  Nor- 
na's  legend.  Their  father  went  on  addressing  this 
uncoum  apparition  in  terms  of  such  condescending 
friendship  as  the  better  sort  apply  to  their  inferiors, 
when  they  wish,  for  any  inunediate  purpose,  to  con- 
ciliate or  coax  them,— a  tone,  by  the  by,  which  gene- 
rally contains^  in  its  very  familiarity,  as  much  onence 
as  the  more  direct  assumption  of  distance  and  supe- 
riority. 

'*  Ha,  Nick !  honest  Nick !"  said  the  Udaller,  "here 
you  are.  Uvely  and  lovely  as  Saint  Nicholas  your 
namesake,  when  he  is  carved  with  an  axe  for  the 
headpiece  of  a  Dutch  da>ffger.  How  dost  thou  do, 
Nick,  or  Pacolet,  if  you  like  that  better  1  Nicholas, 
here  are  my  two  daughters,  nearly  as  handsome  as 
Uiyself  thou  seest" 

Nick  grinned,  and  did  a  clumsy  obeisance  by  way 
of  courtesy,  but  kept  his  broad  misshapen  person 
flnnly  placed  in  the  doorway. 

"  Daughters,"  continued  the  Udaller,  who  seemed 
to  have  his  reasons  for  speaking  this  Cerberus  fair,  at 
least  according  to  his  own  notions  of  propitiation^— 
"  this  is  Nick  Strumpfer,  maidens,  whom  his  mis- 
tress calls  Pacolet,  being  a  light-limbed  dwar(  as  you 
see,  like  him  that  wont  to  fly  about,  like  a  jSnmrie,  on 
his  wooden  hobbyhorse,  m  the  old  story-book  of 
Valentine  and  Orson,  that  you,  Minna,  used  to  read 
^rhilst  you  were  a  child.  I  assure  you  he  can  keep  his 
mistress's  counsel,  and  never  told  one  of  her  secrets 
io  his  life— hs,  ha,  na!" 

The  ugly  dwarf  grinned  ten  times  wider  than  before, 
and  showed,  the  meaning  of  the  Udaller's  jest,  by 
opening  his  immense  jaws,  and  throwing  back  his 
head,  so  as  to  discover,  that,  in  the  immense  cavity  of 
his  mouth,  there  only  remained  the  small  shrivelled 
remnant  of  a  tongue,  capable,  perhaps,  of  assisting 
him  in  swallowing  nis  food,  but  unequal  to  the  form- 
ation of  articulate  sounds.  Whether  this  organ  had 
been  curtailed  by  cruelty,  or  injured  by  disease,  it  was 
impossible  to  guess;  but  that  the  unfortunate  being 
bad  not  been  originally  dumb,  was  evident  from  his 
retaining  the  sense  or  hearing.  Having  made  this 
horrible  exhibition,  he  repaid  tfie  Udaller's  mirth  with 
a  loud^  horrid,  and  discordant  laugh,  which  had  some- 
thing in  it  the  more  hideous  that  nis  mirth  seemed  to 
be  excited  by  his  own  misery.  The  sistere  looked  on 
each  other  in  silence  and  fear,  and  even  the  Udaller 
appeared  disconcerted. 

^*And  how  nowl"  he  proceeded,  after  a  minute's 
pause.  "When  didst  thou  wash  that  throat  of  thine, 
that  is  about  the  width  of  the  Pentland  Frith,  with  a 
cup  of  brandy  1  Ha,  Nick !  I  have  that  with  me 
which  is  sound  stui^  boy,  ha !" 

The  dwarf  bent  his  beetle-brows,  shook  his  mis- 
■bapen  head,  and  made  a  quick  sharp  indication, 
throwing  his  right  hand  up  to  his  shoolder  with  the 
thtimb  pointed  backwards. 

4T 


"What!  my  kinswomuL"  said  the  Udaller,  com- 
prehending the  signal,  "will  be  aiigry?  Well,  shalt 
have  a  flask  to  carouse  when  she  is  from  home,  old 
acquaintance;— lips  and  throats  may  swallow  though 
thev  cannot  speak." 

Pacolet  grinned  a  gnm  assent. 

"And  now,"  said  the  Udaller,  "stand  out  of  the 
way,  Pacolet,  and  let  me  carry  my  daughtere  to  see 
their  kinswoman.  By  the  bones  of  Saint  Magnu8,tit 
shall  be  a  good  turn  in  thy  way !— nay.  never  shake 
thy  head,  man ;  for  if  thy  mistress  beat  home,  see  her 
we  will." 

The  dwarf  again  intimated  the  impoesibility  of  their 
being  admitted,  partly  by  signs,  partly  by  mumbling 
some  uncouth  and  most  disagreeable  sounds,  and  the 
Udaller's  mood  began  to  arise. 

"Tittle  tattle,  manf  said  he;  "trouble  not  me 
with  thy  gibberish,  but  stand  out  of  the  way,  and  the 
blame,  if  there  beany,  shall  rest  with  me." 

So  saying,  Magnus  Trail  laid  his  sturdy  hand  upon 
the  collar  of  the  recusant  dwarf 'a  jacket  of  blue  wad* 
maal,  and,  with  a  strong,  but  not  a  violent  grasp,  re- 
moved him  from  the  doorway,  pushed  him  gently 
aside,  and  entered,  followed  oy  his  two  daughters, 
whom  a  sense  of  apprehension,  arising  out  of  all 
which  they  saw  and  beard,  kept  very  dose  to  him.  A 
crooked  and  dusky  passage  through  which  Magnus 
led  the  way^  was  dimly  enlightened  by  a  8hotnol& 
oommunicatmg  with  the  in  tenor  of  the  building,  and 
originally  intended,  doubtless,  to  command  the  en- 
trance by  a  hagbut  or  culveria.  As  thev  approached 
nearer,  for  they  walked  sk>wly  and  with  hesitation, 
the  l^t.  imperfect  as  it  was,  was  suddenly  obscured ; 
and,  on  looking  upward  to  discern  the  cause,  Brenda 
was  startled  to  observe  the  pale  and  obscurely-seen 
countenance  of  Noma  gazing  downward  upon  them, 
without  speaking  a  word.  There  was  nothing  extra- 
ordinary in  this,  as  the  mistress  of  the  mansion  might 
be  naturally  enough  looking  out  to  see  what  guests 
were  thus  suddenly  and  unceremoniously  intruding 
themselves  on  her  presence.  Still,  however,  the  na- 
tural paleness  of  her  features,  exaggerated  by  the 
light  in  which  they  were  at  present  exhibited,— the  im- 
movable stenmess  of  her  look,  which  showed  neither 
kindness  nor  courtesy  of  civil  reception,— her  dead 
ailence,  and  the  singular  appearance  of  every  thing 
about  her  dwelling,  augmented  the  dismay  which 
Brenda  had  already  conceived.  Mamus  Troil  and 
Minna  had  walked  slowly  forward,  without  observing 
the  apparition  of  their  singular  hostess. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

TIm  witch  then  raised  her  wither'd  ann. 

And  waved  her  wand  on  hi^h. 
And,  while  the  apoke  the  inutter*d  eham, 

Daric  lifhtoJnc  Ail'd  her  e/e.— Hsuoa. 

"Tms  should  be  the  stair,"  said  the  Udaller,  blun- 
dering in  the  dark  against  some  steps  of  irregular 
ascent—"  This  should  be  the  stair,  unless^niv  memory 
greatly  fail  me;  ay,  and  there  she  sits,"  he  added, 
pausing  at  a  balf-open  door,  "with  all  her  tackle 
about  her  as  usual,  and  as  busy,  doubtless,  as  the  devil 
in  a  gale  of  wind. 

Ashe  made  this  irreverent  comparison,  he  entered, 
followed  by  his  daughters,  the  darkened  apartment  in 
which  Noma  was  seated,  amidst  a  confused  collec- 
tion of  books  of  various  languages,  parchment  scrolls, 
tablets  and  stones  inscribed  with  the  straight  and  an- 
gular charactera  of  the  Runic  alphabet,  and  similar 
articles,  which  the  vulgar  might  have  connected  with 
the  exercise  of  the  forbidden  arts.  There  were  alao 
lying  in  the  chamber  or  hunj^  over  the  rude  and  ill 
contrived  chimney,  an  old  shirt  of  mail,  with  the  head 
piece,  battle-axe,  and  lance  which  had  once  belonged 
to  it ;  and  on  a  shelf  were  disposed,  ia  great  order, 
several  of  those  curious  stone-axes,  formed  of  green 
granite,  which  are  often  fouixl  in  those  islands,  where 
tney  are  called  thunderbolts  by  the  common  people, 
who  usually  preserve  them  as  a  charm  of  security 
against  the  effects  of  lightning.  There  was,  moreover, 
to  be  seen  amid  the  strange  collection,  a  stone  sacri- 
ficial knife,  uaed  perhaps  for  immolating  human  vic- 
tims, and  one  or  two  of  the  brazen  implements  called 
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Celts,  the  purpose  of  which  has  troubled  the  repose  of 

so  raamr  antiquaries.     A  variety  of  other  articles, 

some  or  which  had  neither  name  nor  were  enable  of 

description,  lay  in  confusion  about  the  apartment; 

and  in  one  comer,  on  a  quantity  of  witherea  sea- weed, 
reposed  what  seemed,  at  first  view,  to  be  a  large  un« 
shapely  dog,  but,  when  seen  more  closely,  proved  to 
be  a  tame  seal,  which  it  had  been  Noma's  amuse- 
ment to  domesticate. 

This  uncouth  favourite  bristled  up  in  its  comer,  upon 
the  arrival  of  so  many  strangers,  with  an  alertness 
similar  to  that  which  a  terrestrial  dog  would  have 
displayed  on  a  similar  occasion ;  but  Noma  remained 
motionless,  seated  behind  a  table  of  rough  granite^ 
propped  up  by  misshapen  feet  of  the  same  material, 
which,  besides  the  old  book  with  which  she  seemed 
to  be  busied,  sustained  a  cake  of  the  coarse  unleavened 
bread,  three  parts  oatmeal,  and  one  the  sawdust  of 
fir,  wnich  is  used  by  the  poor  peasants  of  Norway, 
beside  which  stood  a  jar  of  water. 

Magnus  Troil  remained  a  minute  in  silence  gazing 
upon  nis  kinswoman,  while  the  singularity  of  her 
mansion  inspired  Brenda  with  much  fear,  and 
changed,  though  but  for  a  moment,  the  melancholy 
and  abstract^  mood  of  Minna,  into  a  feeling  of  inte- 
rest not  unmixed  with  awe.  The  silence  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  Udaller,  who«  unwilling  on  the  one  hand 
to  give  nis  kinswoman  offences  and  desirous  on  the 
other  to  show  that  he  was  not  daunted  by  a  reception 
so  sing^ar,  opened  the  conversation  thus  :— 

"  I  give  you  good  e'en,  cousin  Noma— my  daughters 
and  I  nave  come  far  to  see  you." 

"  Noma  raised  her  eyes  from  her  volume,  looked 
full  at  her  visiters,  then  let  them  quietly  sit  down  on 
the  leaf  with  which  she  seemed  to  be  engaged. 

"  Nay,  cousin,"  said  Magnus,  '|  take  your  own  time 
—our  business  with  you  can  wait  your  leisure.— See 
here,  Minna,  what  a  fair  prospect  here  is  of  the  cape, 
scarce  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off!  you  may  see  the  bil- 
lows breaking  on  it  topmast  high.  Our  kinswoman 
has  got  a  pretty  seal,  too— Here,  sealchie,  my  man, 
whew,  whew !" 

The  seal  took  no  further  notice  of  the  Udaller's 
advances  to  acquaintance,  than  by  uttering  a  low 
growl. 

"  He  is  not  so  well  trained,"  contmued  the  Udaller, 
aflecting  an  air  of  ease  and  unconcern,  "as  Peter 
MacRaw's,  the  old  piper  of  Storaoway,  who  had  a 
seal  that  flapped  its  tail  to  the  tune  of  Caber/ae^  and 
acknowledgiea  no  other  whatever.*— Well,  couisini" 
he  concluded,  observing  that  Noma  closed  her  book, 
"are  you  going  to  give  us  a  welcome  at  last  or  must 
we  go  farther  than  our  blood-relation's  house  to 
seek  one,  and  that  when  the  evening  was  wearing 
late  apace?" 

"Ye  dull  and  hard-hearted  generation,  as  deaf  as 
the  adder  to  the  voice  of  the  charmer,''  answered 
Noma,  addressing  them,  "  why  come  ye  to  me  ?  You 
have  slighted  every  waming  1  could  give  of  the  com- 
ing harm,  and  now  that  it  hath  come  upon  you,  ye 
seek  my  counsel  when  it  can  avail  you  nothing." 

"Look  you,  kinswoman,"  said  the  Udaller,  with  his 
usual  frankness,  and  boldness  of  manner  and  accent, 
"  I  must  needs  tell  you  that  your  courtesy  is  some- 
thing of  the  coarsest  and  the  coldest.  I  cannot  say 
that  I  ever  saw  an  adder,  in  regard  there  ore  none 
in  these  parts;  but  touching  my  own  thoughts  of 
what  such  a  thing  may  be,  it  cannot  be  termeda  suit- 
able comparison  to  me  or  to  my  daughters,  and  that  I 
would  have  you  to  know.  For  old  acquaintance,  and 
certain  other  reasons  I  do  not  leave  your  house  upon 
the  instant :  but  as  I  came  hither  in  all  kindness  and 
civility,  so  I  pray  you  to  receive  me  with  the  like, 
otherwise  we  will  depart,  and  leave  shame  on  your 
inhoflpitable  threshold." 

"  How,"  said  Noma,  "  dare  you  use  such  bold  lan- 
uage  in  the  house  of  one  from  whom  all  men.  from 

horn  you  yourself!  come  to  soUcit  counsel  ana  aid  7 

*  Th«  BfselUwa  were  foUowon  of  the  MftoKonsiM,  whose 
Anief  hM  the  name  of  CaberflM.  or  Buckaheed,  from  the  cogni- 
nnoe  borne  on  hit  ftandarde.  unquettionablj  the  worthj  piper 
truned  the  ual  on  the  seme  priociple  of  re«peet  to  the  clan- 
term  which  I  have  heard  haa  been  tauf ht  to  cfofii  who.  unnaed 
t^7  other  air.  dance  after  their  Aahion  to  the  tone  of  Caber- 


They  who  speak  to  the  Reim-kennar,  must  lower  their 
voice  to  her  before  whom  winds  and  waves  Im^ 
both  blast  and  billow." 

"  Blast  and  billow  may  hush  themselves  if  thar 
wilV'ra)lied  the  peremptory  Udaller,  "but  that  will 
not  I.  I  epeak  in  the  house  of  my  mend  as  in  my 
own.  and  strike  sail  to  none." 

"And  hope  ye,"  said  Noma,  "by  this  radeness  to 
compel  me  to  answer  to  vour  interrogatories  T' 

"  Kinswoman,"  replied  Magnus 'Troil,  "  I  know  not 
so  much  as  you  of  the  old  Norse  sagas;  but  diisi 
know,  that  wheri  kempies  were  wont,  long  smce,  to 
seek  the  habitations  of  the  gall-dragons  and  spae- 
women,  they  came  with  their  axes  on  their  shouldai, 
and  their  good  swords  drawn  in  their  hands,  and  com- 
pelled the  power  whom  thev  invoked  to  listen  to  and 
answer  them,  ay  were  it  Ooin  himself." 

"Kinsman,"  said  Noma,  arising  from  her  seat,  and 
coming  forward,  "  thou  hast  spoken  well,  and  io  good 
time  for  thyself  and  thy  daughters ;  for  hadst  thoo 
turned  from  my  threshold  without  extorting  an  an- 
sw^,  inoming's  sun  had  never  again  shone  iroon  you. 
The  spirits  who  serve  me  are  jealous,  and  wiU  not  be 
employed  in  aught  that  may  benefit  humanitv,  unless 
theu*  service  is  commanded  by  the  undaunted  nnpor- 
tunity  of  the  brave  and  the  &ee.  And  now  speak, 
what  wouldsl  thou  have  of  me  ?" 

"My  daughter's  health."  replied  Magnus,  "which 
no  remedies  nave  been  able  to  restore.' 

"Thy  daughter's  health 7"  answered  Noma ;  "and 
what  is  the  maiden's  ailment  7" 

"The  physician,"  said  Troil,  "must  name  the  dis- 
ease.   All  that  I  can  tell  thee  of  it  is" 

"Be  silent,"  said  Noma,  interrupting  him,  "  I  know 
all  thou  canst  tell  me,  and  more  than  thou  tfavsell 
knowest.  Sit  down,  all  of  you— and  thou,  maiden," 
she  said,  addressmg  Minna,  "  sit  thou  in  that  chau', 
pointing  to  that  place  she  had  just  left,  "once  the 
seat  01  Giervada,  at  whose  voice  the  stare  hid  their 
beams,  and  the  moon  herself  grew  pale." 

Minna  moved  with  slow  and  tremulous  step  to- 
wards the  mde  seat  thus  indicated  to  her.  It  was 
composed  of  stone,  formed  into  some  semblance  of  a 
chair  by  thei^ugh  and  unskilful  hand  of  some  ancient 
Gothic  artist.    . 

Brenda,  creeping  as  close  as  possible  to  her  father, 
seated  herself  along  with  him  upon  a  bench  at  some 
distance  from  Minna,  and  kept  her  eyes,  with  a  mix- 
ture of  fear,  pity,  and  anxiety,  closely  fixed  upon  her. 
It  would  be  aimcult  altogether  to  decipher  tne  emo- 
tions by  which  this  amiable  and  afiectionate  girl  wm 
agitated  at  the  moment.  Deficient  in  her  aster's  pre- 
dominating quality  o[  high  imagination,  and  little 
credulous,  of  course,  to  the  marvellous,  she  could  not 
but  entertain  some  vague  and  indefinite  fears  on  her 
own  account,  concerning  the  nature  of  the  scene 
which  was  soon  to  take  place.  But  these  were  in  a 
manner  swallowed  up  in  her  apprehensions  on  the 
score  of  her  sister,  who,  with  a  frame  so  much  weak- 
ened, spirits  so  much  exhausted,  and  a  mind  so  sus- 
ceptible of  the  impressions  which  .all  around  her  was 
calculated  to  excite,  now  sat  pensively  resigned  to  the 
agency  of  one,  whose  treatment  mif^ht  produce  the 
most  oanefiil  effects  upon  such  a  subject 

Brenda  gazed  at  Minna,  who  sat  in  that  rude  chair 
of  dark  stone,  her  finely  formed  shape  and  limbs 
making  the  strongest  contrast  with  its  ponderous  and 
irregular  angles,  ner  cheek  and  lips  as  pale  as  clay, 
ana  her  eyes  tumed  upward,,  and  h'ghted  with  the 
mixture  of^resignation  and  excited  enthusiasm,  which 
belonged  to  her  disease  and  her  character.  The 
younger  sister  then  looked  on  Noma,  who  muttered 
to  herself  in  a  low  monotonous  manner,  os  glidioft 
from  one  place  to  another,  she  collected  different  aiti- 
clesL  which  she  placed  one  by  one  on  the  table.  And 
lastly,  Brenda  looked  anxiously  to  her  father,  togatb^, 
if  possible,  from  his  countenance,  whether  he  enter 
tained  any  part  of  her  own  feare  for  the  conaequences 
of  the  sc^ie  which  was  to  ensue,  considering;  the 
state  of  Minna's  health  and  spirits.  But  Mai^nus 
lYoil  seemed  to  have  no  such  apprehensions;  he 
viewed  with  stem  composiu'e  Norna's  preparations, 
and  appeared  to  wait  the  event  with  the  composure 
of  one,  who,  confiding  in  the  skill  of  a  medical  artist. 
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him  preparing  to  enter  upon  some  important  and 

painful  operation,  m  the  issue  of  which  he  is  interested 
Of  friendsliip  or  by  affection. 

Noma,  mean  whil&  went  onward  with  her  prepara- 
tions, until  she  had  placed  on  the  stone  table  a  varietir 
of  miscellaneous  articles,  and  among  thereat  a  smafl 
chafing-dish  fiiU  of  charcoal,  a  crucible,  and  a  piece 
of  thin  eheet-lead.  She  then  spoke  aloud— **It  is 
well  that  I  was  aware  of  vour  coming  hither— ay. 
long  before  you  yourself  haa  resolved  it— how  should 
I  else  have  been  prepared  for  that  which  is  now  to  be 
done  7— Maiden,"  she  continued,  addressing  Minna, 
"  where  lies  thy  pain  T' 

The  patient  answered,  by  pressing  her  hand  to  the 
left  side  of  her  bosom. 

**  Even  so,"  replied  Noma,  "even  so— 'tis  the  site  of 
weal  or  wo.— And  you,  her  father  and  her  sister, 
think  iK>t  this  the  idle  speech  of  one  who  talks  by 
guess— if  I  can  tell  thee  ill,  it  may  be  that  I  shall  be 
able  to  render  that  less  severe,  which  may  not,  by  any 
aid,  be  wholly  amended.- The  heart— ay,  the  heart- 
touch  that,  and  the  eye  grows  dim,  the  pulse  fails, 
the  wholesome  stream  ot  our  blood  is  choked  and 
troubled,  our  limbs  decay  like  sapless  sea- weed  in  a 
summers  sun ;  our  better  views  ot  existence  are  past 
and  gone ;  what  remahis  is  the  dream  of  lost  happi- 
ness or  the  fear  of  inevitable  evil.  But  the  Reim-ken- 
nar  must  to  her  work— well  it  is  that  I  have  prepared 
the  means." 

She  threw  off  her  long  dark-coloured  mantle,  and 
stood  before  them  in  her  short  jacket  of  light-blue 
wadmaal,  with  its  skirt  of  the  same  stuff,  fancifully 
embroidered  with  black  velvet,  and  bound  at  the 
waist  with  a  chain  or  girdle  of  silver,  formed  into 
singular  devices.  Noma  next  undid  the  fillet  which 
bound  her  grizzled  hair,  and  shaking  her  head  wildly, 
caused  it  to  fall  in  dishevelled  abundance  oyer  her 
face  and  around  her  shoulders,  so  as  almost  entirely  to 
hide  her  features.  She  then  placed  a  small  cmcible 
on  the  chafing-dish  already  mentioned,— dropp^ed  a 
few  drops  from  a  vial  on  the  charcoal  below,— pointed 
towards  it  her  wrinkled  forefinger,  which  she  had 
previously  moistened  with  liquid  from  another  small 
bottle^  and  said  with  a  deep  voice,  **Fire,  do  thy 
duty ;  — and  the  words  were  no  sooner  spoken,  than, 
prooably  by  some  chemical  combination  of  which 
the  spectators  were  not  aware,,  the  charcoal  which 
was  under  the  cmcible  became  slowly  ignited :  while 
Noma,  as  if  impatient  of  the  delay^  threw  hastily  back 
her  disordered  tresses,  and.  while  her  features  re- 
flected the  sparkles  and  red  light  of  the  fire,  and  her 
eyes  flashed  from  amongst  her  hair  like  those  of  a 
wild  animal  from  its  cover,  blew  fiercely  till  the  whole 
was  in  an  intense  glow.  She  paused  a  moment  from 
her  toil,  and  muttering  that  the  elemental  spirit  must 
be  thanked,  recited,  in  her  usual  monotonous,  yet  wild 
mode  of  chanting,  the  following  verses  :— 

"  Thou  M  oeedAil,  yet  to  dread, 
With  cloudy  erect,  and  wiog  of  red  ; 
ThoQ.  without  whoM  ^niai  tneath 
The  North  would  eleep  the  sleep  of  death ; 
Who  deifn'at  to  warm  the  oottace  hearth, 
Yet  hurm  proud  palace*  to  earth,— 
Brif  htest,  keenest  of  the  Powers 
Which  form  and  rule  this  world  of  ours, 
With  my  rtiyme  of  Ruoie,  I 
Thank  thee  for  thy  afonej." 

She  then  severed  a  portion  firom  the  small  mass  of 
sheet-lead  which  lay  upon  the  table,  and,  placing  it 
in  the  cmcible,  subjected  it  to  the  action  of  the  lighted 
charcoal,  and,  as  it  melted,  she  sung,— 

"  Old  Reim-kennar.  to  thy  art 
Mother  Hertha  sends  her  part ; 
She,  whose  fraeioos  bounty  civet 
NeedAil  food  for  aU  that  livea. 
From  the  deep  mine  of  the  North, 
Came  the  mritie  metal  forth, 
Doom'd,  anudst  diaiointed  stones, 
Lonf  to  cere  a  champion's  bones, 
Dtsiohumed  my  charms  to  aid- 
Mother  Earth,  my  thanks  are  paid.'* 

She  then  poured  out  some  water  firom  the  jar  into  a 
large  cup,  or  jgioblet,  and  sung  once  more,  as  she 
slowly  stirred  it  round  with  the  end  of  her  staff*:— 

"  Girdle  of  our  islands  dear, 
'"       It  of  Water  hear 


Thoa  mb^tm  power  can  overwhelm 
Broken  mounds  and  ruin'd  realm 

On  the  lowly  Belfian  strand ; 
All  thy  fiercest  race  can  never 
Of  our  soil  a  forlonx  sever 

From  our  rock-defended  land ; 
Play  then  genUy  thou  thy  part. 
To  assist  old  Noma's  art''^ 

She  then,  with  a  pair  of  pincers,  removed  the  cm- 
cible from  the  chafing-dish,  and  poured  the  lead^  now 
entirely  melted,  into  the  bowl  of  water,  repeating  at 
the  same  time,— 

**  Elements,  each  other  greetinc. 

Gifts  and  powers  attend  your  meetinf  i" 

The  melted  lead,  spattering  as  it  fell  into  the  water, 
formed,  of  course,  the  usual  combination  of  irresulai 
forms  which  is  familiar  to  all  who  in  childhood  nave 
made  the  experiment,  and  from  which,  according  to 
otur  childish  fancy,  we  may  have  selected  portions 
bearing  some  resemblance  to  domestic  articles— the 
tools  of  mechanics,  or  the  lika  Noma  seemed  to  busy 
herself  in  some  such  researches,  for  she  examined  the 
mass  of  lead  with  scrupulous  attention,  and  detached 
it  into  different  portions,  without  apparently  being  able 
to  find  a  fragment  in  the  form  which  she  desired. 

At  length  she  again  muttered,  rather  as  speaking 
to  herself  than  to  her  guests,  "  He,  the  Viewless,  will 
not  be  omitted.— he  wul  have  his  tribute  even  in  the 
work  to  which  he  gives  nothing.— Stem  compeller 
of  the  clouds,  thou  also  shalt  hear  the  voice  of  the 
Reim-kennar.^' 

Thus  speaking.  Noma  once  more  threw  the  lead 
into  the  cmcible,  where,  hissing  and  spattering  as  the 
wet  metal  touched  the  sides  of  the  red-hot  vessdL  it 
was  soon  again  reduced  into  a  state  of  fusion.  Tiie 
sibvl  mean  time  turned  to  a  corner  of  the  apartment, 
ana  opening  suddenly  a  window  which  looked  to  the 
north-west,  let  in  the  fitful  radiance  of  the  sun,  now 
lying  almost  level  upon  a  great  mass  of  red  cloud& 
which,  boding  futine  tempest,  occupied  the  edge  oi 
the  horizon,  and  seemed  to  brood  over  the  bulows 
of  the  boundless  sea.  Turning  to  this  quarter,  from 
which  a  low  hollow  moaning  breeze  then hlew,  Noma 
addressed  the  Spirit  of  the  Winds,  in  tones  which 
seemed  to  resemble  his  own : 

"  Thou,  that  over  billows  dark 
Safely  send'st  the  fisher's  bark,- 
Givinc  him  a  path  and  motion 
Through  the  wilderness  of  ocean  ; 
Thou,  that  when  the  billows  brave  ye. 
O'er  the  shelves  canst  drive  the  navy,— 
Did'st  thou  chafe  as  one  neglected. 
While  thy  brethren  were  respected  7 
To  appease  thee,  see,  I  tear 
This  full  grasp  of  crizsled  hair ; 
Oft  thy  breath  hath  through  it  sung, 
Soneoing  to  my  nwgie  tongue,— 
Now,  'tis  thine  to  bid  it  fly 
Through  tlie  wide  expanse  of  skr, 
'Mid  the  countless  swarms  to  sail 
Of  wild'fowl  wheeling  on  thy  gale ; 
Take  thy  portion  and  rejoice,— 
^irit  thou  hast  heard  my  voice  i" 

Noma  accompanied  these  words  with  the  action 
which  they  described,  tearing  a  handful  of  hair  with 
vehemence  from  her  head,  and  strewing  it  upon  the 
wind  as  she  continued  her  recitation.  She  then  shut 
the  casement,  and  again  involved  the  chamber  in  the 
dubious  twilight,  which  best  suited  her  character  and 
occupation.  The  melted  lead  was  once  more  emptied 
into  the  water,  and  the  various  whimsical  confor- 
mations which  it  received  from  the  operation  were 
examined  with  great  care  by  the  sibyl,  who  at  length 
seemed  to  intimate,  by  voice  and  gesture,  that  her 
spell  had  been  sucoessfiil.  She  selected  from  the 
fused  metal  a  piece  about  the  size  of  a  small  nut, 
bearing  in  shape  a  close  resemblance  to  that  of  the 
human  heart,  and,  approaching  Minna,  again  spoke 
in  song:— 

"  She  who  sits  by  haunted  wtil. 

Is  subject  to  the  Nixie's  spell ; 

She  who  walks  on  lonely  beach 

To  the  Mermaid's  charmed  speech ; 

She  who  walks  sound  ring  ot  green, 

Oflbods  the  peevish  Faiir  Queen  ; 

And  she  who  takes  rest  tn  the  Dwmrfle's  etw, 

A  weary  weird  of  wo  shall  have. 

"  By  ring,  by  spring,  by  cave  by  shore, 
Minna  Trou  has  bravad  all  this  and  mora 
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And  yet  baA  the  root  of  ber  ■onov  tod  iH 

▲  eooree  that  '•  mora  deep  and  mora  ujntical  ttilL" 

Minno.  whose  attention  had  been  latterly  something 
disturbea  by  reflections  on  her  own  secret  sorrow, 
now  suddenly  recalleo  it,  and  looked  eagerly  on 
Noma  as  if  she  exT>ected  to  learn  from  her  rhymes 
something  of  deep  interest  The  northern  sibyl, 
mean  while,  proceeded  to  pierce  the  piece  of  lead, 
which  bore  the  form  of  a  heart,  and  to  fix  in  it  a  piece 
of  gold  wire,  by  which  it  might  be  attached  to  a  chain 
or  necklace.    She  then  proceeded  in  her  rhyme,— 

"  Thoa  art  withio  a  demon's  hold, 

More  wiie  than  HtinM,  more  strong  than  Trolld  { 

No  siren  sinrs  so  sweet  as  he,— 

No  fay  springs  lighler  on  tlie  lea ; 

No  elfln  power  hath  half  the  art 

To  soothe,  to  move,  to  wring  the  heart,— 

Lifr-blood  Tium  the  cheek  to  drain, 

Drench  the  ere,  and  drjr  the  vein. 

Maiden,  ere  we  flirtlter  go. 

Dost  thoa  note  me,  aj  or  no  1" 

Bfinna  replied  in  the  same  rhythmical  manner, 
which,  in  jest  and  earnest,  waa  frequently  used  by 
the  ancient  Scandinavians,— 

"  I  mark  thee,  my  mother,  both  word,  look,  and  sign ; 
Bprnk  on  witii  the  riddle— to  read  it  be  mine." 

"  Now,  Heaven  and  every  saint  be  praised  V*  said 
Magnus;  "they  are  the  first  words  to  the  purpose 
which  she  hath  spoken  these  many  days." 

"And  they  are  the  last  which  she  snail  n>eak  for 
many  a  month,"  said  Noma,  incensed  at  the  inter- 
ruption, "  if  you  again  break  the  orogress  of  my  spell, 
rurn  your  faces  to  the  wall,  and  look  not  hitherward 
again,  under  oenalty  of  my  severe  displeasure.  You, 
Magnus  Troil,  from  hard-hearted  audacity  of  spirit, 
ana  you,  Brende,  from  wanton  and  idle  disbelief  in 
that  which  is  b^ond  your  bounded  comprehension, 
me  unworthy  to  look  on  this  mystic  work ;  and  the 
glance  of  your  eyes  mingles  with,  and  weakens,  the 
spell ;  for  the  powers  cannot  brook  distrust" 

Unaccustomed  to  be  addressed  in  a  tone  so  peremp- 
tory, Magnus  would  have  made  some  angry  reply; 
but  reflecting  that  the  health  of  Minna  was  at  stake, 
and  considering  that  she  who  spoke  was  a  woman  or 
many  sorrows,  he  suppressed  his  anger,  bowed  his 
head,  shrugged  his  shoulders,  assumed  the  prescribed 
posture,  avertinz  hie  head  from  the  table,  and  ttiming 
towards  the  wait.  Brenda  did  the  same,  on  receiving 
a  sign  from  her  father,  and  both  remainea  profoimdly 
silent. 

Noma  then  addressed  Minna  once  more,— 

"  Mark  me  i  for  the  word  1  speak 

Shall  bring  the  colour  to  thjr  ctieek. 

This  leaden  heart,  so  light  of  cost, 

The  srmbol  of  a  u«ttiure  lost^ 

Thoa  shall  wear  in  hope  and  m  peace, 

That  the  cause  of  your  sickness  and  sorrow  mty  oaaii. 

When  crimson  foot  meets  crimson  hand 

In  the  Martyra'  Aisle,  and  in  Orkner-land." 

Minna  coloured  deeply  at  the  last  couplet  mti- 
mating,  as  she  failed  not  to  inteipret  it,  that  Noma 
was  completely  acquainted  with  the  secret  canae  of 
her  sorrow.  The  same  conviction  led  die  maiden  to 
hope  m  the  favourable  iasue,  which  the  sibyl  seemed 
to  prophecy ;  and  not  venturing  to  express  her  feelings 
in  any  manner  more  inteUigible,  she  pressed  Norars 
withered  hand  with  all  the  warmth  of  affection,  first 
to  her  breast  and  then  to  her  boaom,  bedewing  it  at 
the  same  time  with  her  teara. 

With  more  of  human  feeling  than  she  usually  ex- 
hibited, Noma  extricated  her  hand  from  the  gran  of 
the  poor  girl,  whoee  tears  now  flowed  freely,  and  then, 
with  more  tenderoeaa  of  manner  than  ahe  had  yet 
shown,  she  knotted  the  leaden  heart  to  a  chain  of 

Sid,  and  hung  it  around  Minna's  neck,  singing,  as 
e  performed  that  last  branch  of  the  speU,— 

''Be patient,  be  patient,  for  patlenoe  hatti  poww 

To  ward  as  in  danger,  like  mantle  in  shower ; 

A  fkiry  fid  vou  best  may  hold 

In  a  chain  of  thinr  gold : 

The  chain  and  the  gift  are  each  a  true  token. 

That  not  without  warrant  old  Noma  has  spokeo ; 

g?,\  Y^y  "••'•I  Md  Nearest  most  never  behold  them, 

TUI  Ume  shall  accomplish  the  truths  I  have  told  them.'* 

The  ▼»■«•  being  conclud«d,  Noma  carefully  ir- 
raoged  the  cham  around  the  patient'a  neck  so  as  to 
nideitm  ber  bosom,  siid  thus  ended  the  sptU--s  spsU 


which,  at  tbe  moment  I  record  these  inodents,  it  is 
known,  has  been  lately  practised  in  ZBtland,  where 
any  decline  of  health,  without  apparent  cause,  is  im- 
puted  by  the  lower  onlers  to  a  demon  bavins  stolen 
the  heart  from  the  body  of  the  patient,  and  woere  the 
experiment  of  supplying  the  deprivation  by  a  leaden 
one,  prepared  in  the  manner  described,  hss  been 
resort(Bd  to  within  these  few  yeara.  In  a  metaphori- 
cal sense,  the  disease  may  be  considered  aa  a  general 
one  in  all  paru  of  the  world ;  but,  as  this  simple  and 
original  remedy  is  peculiar  to  the  isles  of  Thuls, 
it  were  iinpardonable  not  to  preserve  it  at  length,  in 
a  narrative  connected  with  Scottish  antiquities.* 

A  second  time  Noma  reminded  her  patient,  that  if 
she  showed,  or  spoke  of  the  fairy  gi/ts,  their  virtue 
would  be  lost— a  belief  so  common  as  to  be  recebed 
into  the  superstitions  of  all  nations.  Lastly,  imbat- 
toning  the  collar  which  she  had  just  fastened,  she 
showed  her  a  link  of  the  gold  chain,  which  Minoa 
instantlv  recognised  aa  that  formerly  given  by  Noma 
to  Mordaunt  Mertoun.  This  seemed  to  intimaie  he 
was  yet  aliv&  and  under  Noma's  protectioo;  and 
she  gazed  on  her  with  the  most  eager  cario«ty.  Bat 
tbe  sibyl  imposed  her  finger  on  her  hps  in  token  of 
silence,  and  a  aecond  time  involved  the  chain  in  thoae 
folds  which  roodesdy  and  cloaely  veiled  one  of  the 
most  beautiful,  as  well  as  one  of  the  kindest,  bosoms 
in  the  world. 

Noma  then  extiiMuished  the  lighted  cfaarooal,  and, 
as  the  water  hissecfupon  the  glowing  embers,  com- 
manded Magnus  and  Brenda  to  look  around,  aiad  be- 
hold her  taak  accompliahed. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 


lere  iiincs  uie  tnier  wiio  stole  uie  surer  taxau 
d  how  the  pestilent  murrain  ma/  be  cared.— 
is  sage  adviser's  mad,  stark  mad,  mjr  fHend ; 
t,  in  ner  OMdneea,  hath  tbe  art  and  cnnninf 


See  yonder  woman,  whom  our  swains  revere. 

And  dread  in  secret,  while  thejr  take  lier  counael 

When  sweetheart  shall  be  kind,  or  when  croea  dans  shall  disi 

Where  lurks  the  thief  who  stole  the  silver  taokaid. 

And! 

Thisi 

Yet,  i 

To  wring  fools'  secrets  from  tbeir  inmost  ttoeooN, 

And  pay  inquirers  with  the  coin  they  gave  her.— OW  PUg. 

It  seemed  as  if  Noma  had  indeed  full  tif^t  to 
claim  the  gratitude  of  the  Udaller  dor  the  improvid 
condition  of  his  daughter's  health.  She  once  mora 
threw  open  the  window,  and  Miima,  drying  her  efts 
and  advancing  with  anectionate  confidence,  thiew 
herself  on  her  father's  neck,  and  asked  his  fofmf»> 
ness  for  the  trouble  she  had  of  late  occasioned  to 
him.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  this  was  at  ones 
granted,  with  a  full,  though  rough  buret  of  parental 
tenderaesa  and  as  many  close  embraces  as  if  bis 
child  had  been  just  rescued  from  tbe  jaws  of  death. 
When  Magnus  nad  dismissed  Minna  from  his  ann^ 
to  throw  herself  into  those  of  her  sister,  and  express 
to  her,  rather  by  kiases  and  tears  than  m  words,  tbe 
regret  she  entertained  for  her  late  wayward  coiiaiict, 
the  Udaller  thought  proper,  in  the  mean  time,  to  pay 
his  thanka  to  their  hostess,  whose  skill  had  proved 
so  efficacious.  But  scarce  had  be  come  out  with, 
"  Much  respected  kinswoman,  I  am  but  a  plain  dd 
Norseman,"— when  she  interrupted  him  by  presainf 
her  finger  on  her  lips. 

"There  are  those  around  tia,"  ahe  said,  **wbo 
must  hear  no  mortal  voice,  witness  no  sacriiloe  to 
mortal  feelings— there  are  times  when  they  mntinr 
even  against  me,  their  sovereign  mistress^  Secsossi 
am  stul  shrouded  in  the  flesh  of  humsnity.  Fear, 
therefore,  and  be  silent  I,  whose  deeds  have  raisea 
me  from  the  low-sheltered  valley  of  life,,  whov  dwell 
its  social  wants  and  common  charities;—!,  who 
hsve  liereft  the  Giver  of  the  Gift  which  he  i^ve,  and 
st%nd  alone  on  a  cliff  of  immeasurable  he^^t,  de> 
tached  from  earth,  save  from  the  email  port.on  thai 
supports  my  miserable  tread— I  alone  am  fit  to  cops 
with  thoae  aullen  mates.  Fear  not,  tbertfora^  but 
yet  be  not  too  bold,  and  let  this  night  to  yon  baoas 
of  faating  and  of  prayer." 

*Tbe  spells  deeoribed  in  this  diapitr  are  not  altofeibtr  km 
ginaiy.  By  this  mode  of  poariog  lead  into  waier,  ao^  aslaaliag 
Um part  whieh  ebaoeea  to aasuBe a lesesablaaea  to  thaiMMS 
heart,  whieh  mtist  be  worn  by  tiio  pattet  ummA  bar  or  Ml 
neek,  the  saga  persoos  of  Zetland  ptalnd  to  eve  tte  ftaiid» 
Ofder  eallad  the  loas  of  a  heart 


CtaAT.  XXUC] 


TOE  PIRATE. 


If  the  UdaUer  had  not  hefore  the  commencement 
of  the  operatioiL  been  diqweed  to  dispute  the  com- 
mands of  the  sibyl  it  may  be  well  believed  he  was 
less  so  now,  that  it  had  tenninated  to  all  appearance 
00  fortunately.  So  he  sat  down  in  silence^  and  seiied 
upon  a  Yolume  which  lay  near  him  as  a  sort  of  des- 
perate effort  to  divert  ennui«  for  on  no  other  occasion 
had  Magnus  been  known  to  have  recourse  to  a  book 
for  that  purpose.  It  chanced  to  be  a  book  much  to 
ma  mind,  being  the  well-known  work  of  Olaus  Mag- 
iiQi^  upon  the  manners  of  the  ancient  Northern  na- 
tions. The  book  is  unluckily  in  the  Latin  language, 
and  the  Danske  or  Dutch  were,  either  of  them,  much 
more  familiar  to  the  Udaller.  But  then  it  was  the 
line  edition  published  in  1666,  which  contains  repre- 
aentations  of  the  war-chariota,  fishing  ezploita,  war- 
like exercises,  and  domestic  employments  of  the 
Scandinavians,  executed  on  coppoplates;  and  thus 
the  information  which  the  work  ruused  to  the  un<* 
derstanding,  was  addressed  to  the  eye,  which,  as 
ia  weQ  known  both  to  old  and  young,  anawers  the 
purpose  of  amusement  as  well,  it  not  better. 

Mean  while  the  two  sisters,  pressed  as  close  to 
each  other  as  two  flowers  on  the  same  stalk,  sat  with 
their  arms  reciprocally  passed  over  each  other's 
ahoolder,  as  if  they  £eared  some  new  and  unforeseen 
cause  of  coldness  was  about  to  separate  them,  and 
interrupt  the  sister-like  harmony  which  had  been  but 
juat  restored.  Noma  sat  opposite  to  them,  some- 
times revolving  the  large  parchment  volume  with 
which  they  had  found  her  employed  at  their  en- 
trance, and  sometimes  gazing  on  the  sisters  with  a 
fixed  look,  in  which  an  mterest  of  a  kind  unusually 
tender,  seemed  occasionally  to  disturb  the  stem  and 
riguroua  solemnity  of  her  countenance.  All  was  still 
and  silent  as  death,  and  the  subsiding  emotions  of 
Brenda  had  not  yet  permitted  her  to  wonder  whether 
the  remaining  hours  of  the  evening  were  to  be  passed 
in  the  same  manner,  when  the  scene  of  tranquillity 
waa  suddenly  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  the 
dwarf  Pacolet,  or,  as  the  Udaller  called  him,  Nicho- 
las Stnmipfer. 

Noma  darted  an  angry  glance  on  the  intruder,  who 
seemed  to  deprecate  her  resentment  by  holding  up 
his  hands  and  uttering  a  babbling  sound ;  then,  in- 
stantly resorting  to  his  usual  mode  of  conversation, 
he  expressed  himself  by  a  variety  of  signs  made  ra- 
pidly upon  hifi  fingers,  and  as  rapidly  answered  by  his 
mistresa  so  that  the  young  women,  who  had  never 
heard  or  such  an  art,  and  now  saw  it  practised  by 
two  beinss  so  singular,  almost  conceived  their  mu- 
tual intelligence  the  work  of  enchantment  When 
they  had  ceased  their  intercourse,  Noma  turned  to 
Magnus  Troil  with  much  haughtiness,  and  said, 
"  How,  my  kinsman  7  have  you  so  far  forgot  your- 
•elfi  as  to  bring  earthly  food  into  the  house  of  the 
Reim-kennar.  and  make  preparations  in  the  dwelling 
of  Power  and  of  Despair,  for  refection,  and  wassail, 
and  revchy?— Speak  not— answer  not,"  she  said; 
**  the  duration  of  the  cure  which  was  wrought  even 
now,  depends  on  your  silence  and  obedience— bandy 
but  a  single  look  or  word  with  me,  and  the  latter  con- 
dition of  that  maiden  shall  be  worse  than  the  first !" 

This  threat  was  an  effectual  charm  upon  the  tongue 
of  the  Udaller,  though  he  longed  to  indulge  it  in  vin- 
dication of  his  conduct 

**  Follow  me,  all  of  you,"  said  Noma,  striding  to 
the  door  of  the  apartment,  *'  and  see  that  no  one  looks 
backwards— we  leave  not  this  apartment  empty, 
though  we,  the  children  of  mortality,  be  removed 
from  it" 

She  went  out  and  the  Udaller  signed  to  his  daugh- 
ters to  follow,  and  to  obey  her  injunctions.  The  sinyl 
moved  swifter  than  her  guests  down  the  rude  de- 
acon t  (such  it  might  rather  be  termed,  than  a  proper 
staircase.)  which  Ted  to  the  lower  apartment.  Mag- 
nus and  his  daughters,  when  they  entered  the  cham- 
ber, found  their  own  attendants  aghast  at  the  pre- 
tence and  proceedings  of  Noras  of  the  Fitful-head. 

They  had  been  previously  employed  in  arranging 
the  provisions  which  they  had  brought  along  with 
them,  so  as  to  present  a  comfortable  cold  meal,  as 
soon  as  the  appetite  of  the  Udaller.  which  was  as 
rsgular  as  the  remm  of  tide,  should  induce  him  to 


desire  some  refreshment ;  and  now  they  stood  staring 
in  fear  and  surprise,  wbSe  Noma,  seiiang  upon  one 
article  after  another,  and  well  supported  by  the  xeal- 
ous  activity  of  Pacolet,  flung  their  whole  prepara- 
tions out  of  the  rude  aperture  which  served  for  a  win- 
dow, and  over  the  clift  from  which  the  ancient  Burgh 
arose,  into  the  oceaiu  which  raged  and  foamed  m- 
neath.  V^fdOf  (dried  bee()  hams,  and  pickled  pork, 
flew  after  each  other  into  the  empiy  spac&  smoked 
geese  were  restored  to  the  av,  and  cured  fish  to  the 
sea,  their  native  elements  indeed,  but  which  they 
were  no  longer  capable  of  traversing;  and  the  devas- 
tation proceeded  so  rapidly,  that  the  Udaller  could 
scsrce  secure  from  the  wreck  his  silver  drinking  cup ; 
while  the  large  leathern  flask  of  brandy,  which  was 
destined  to  supply  his  fkvourite  beverage  was  sent  to 
follow  the  rest  or  the  supper,  by  the  hands  of  Pacolet. 
who  rq^arded,  at  the  same  time^  the  disappointed 
Udaller  with  a  malicious  grin,  as  if^  notwithsunding 
his  own  natural  taste  for  the  liquor,  he  enjoyed  the 
disappointment  and  surprise  of  Magnus  Troil  still 
more  than  he  would  have  relished  sharing  his  enjoy- 
ment 

The  destruction  of  the  brandy  flask  exhansted  the 
patience  of  Magnus^ho  roared  out  in  a  tone  of  no 
small  displeasure,  "Why.  kinswoman,  this  is  waste- 
ful madness— where,  and  on  what  wouM  you  have 
us  sup  7" 

"  Where  you  will,"  answered  Noma, "  and  on  what 
you  will— but  not  in  my  dwelling,  and  not  on  the  food 
with  which  you  have  profened  it  Vex  my  spirit  no 
more,  but  b<^ne  every  one  of  you !  You  have  been 
here  too  long  for  my  good,  perhaps  for  your  own." 

^'How,  kmswoman,"  said  Magnus,  "would  you 
make  outcasts  of  us  at  this  time  of  night  when  even 
a  Scotchman  would  not  turn  a  stranger  from  the 
door  1— Bethink  you,  dame,  it  is  shame  on  our  line- 
nxe  for  ever,  if  this  squall  of  yours  should  force  us  to 
sup  cables,  and  go  to  sea  so  scantily  provided." 
^'  Be  silent  and  depart"  said  Noma ;  '*  let  it  suffice 

Sou  have  got  that  for  which  you  came.  I  have  no 
arbourage  for  mortal  guests,  no  provision  to  relieve 
human  wants.  There  is  beneath  the  clii^  a  beach  of 
the  finest  sand,  a  stream  of  water  as  pure  as  the  well 
of  KHdinguie,  and  the  rocks  bear  dulse  as  wholesome 
as  that  of  Ghiiodin ;  and  well  vou  wot,  that  the  well 
of  Kildinguie  and  the  dulse  of  Guiodin  will  cure  all 
maladies  save  Black  Death."* 

"  And  well  I  wot"  said  the  Udaller.  '*  that  I  would 
eat  corrapted  sea-weeds  like  a  staning,  or  salted 
seal's  flesn  hke  the  men  of  Burraforth,  or  wilts,  bnck- 
ies.  and  lampits,  like  the  poor  sneaks  of  Stroma, 
rather  than  break  wheat  bread  and  drink  red  wine  in 
a  house  where  it  is  begradged  me.— And  yet"  he 
sakl,  checking  himself^  I  am  wrong,  very  wrong; 
my  cousin,  to  speak  thus  to  you,  and  I  should  rather 
thank  you  for  what  you  have  done,  than  upbraid  you 
for  following  your  own  waya.  But  I  see  you  are  im- 
patient—we  will  be  all  ^nder  way  presently.— And 
you,  ye  knaves,"  addressing  his  servanu,  *'  that  were 
in  such  hurry  with  your  service  before  it  was  lacked, 
get  out  of  doora  with  you  presently,  and  manage  to 
catch  the  ponies ;  for  I  see  we  must  make  for  another 
harbour  to-night  it  we  would  not  sleep  with  an  empty 
stomach,  and  on  a  hard  bed." 

The  domestics  of  Magnus,  already  sufficiently 
alarmed  at  the  violence  of  Noma's  conduct  scarce 
waited  the  imperious  command  of  their  master  to 
evacuate  her  dwelling  with  all  despatch ;  and  the 
Udaller,  with  a  daughter,  on  each  arm,  was  in  the 
act  of  following  them,  when  Noma  aaid  emphati- 
cally. *^  Stop !"  They  obeyed,  and  again  turned  to- 
wards her.  She  held  out  her  hand  to  Magnus; 
which  the  placable  Udallar  instamly  fokled  in  hii 
own  ample  palm. 

"  Magnus,"  she  said,  "  we  part  by  necesaty,  bu^  I 
trast  not  in  anger T' 

"  Surely  not  cousin,"  said  the  warm-hearted  Udal- 
ler, well  nigh  stammering  in  his  hasty  disdamatioB 
of  all  unkindness,— "  most  assuredly  not  I  never 
bear  ill-will  to  any  one,  much  less  to  one  of  my  own 
blood,  and  who  has  piloted  me  with  her  advice  tnrougB 
many  a  rough  tide,  as  I  would  pilot  a  boat  betwixt 
*  So  at  Ittat  a»yu  aa  Oifcotr  vmtkk. 


"Knough,"  Mill  noma- ■  ana  now  ureweii.  m 
auch  a  bleMuiA  as  1  dare  Deslow — not  a  word  uior 
— Maidena,"  aoe  added,  "diaw  near,  and  let  me  ki 


your  brqwi 


kirn 


Tbe  sibyl  wbb  obeyed  by  Minni  with  Mve,  aai  by 
Brenda  witb  (ear;  tbe  one  overmaalered  by  tbe 
wstmih  of  hei  imagination,  the  ofher  by  the  natural 
timidity  of  hei  cooatitution.  Noras  (hen  dismiesed 
tbein,  and  in  iwo  minules  afterwards  tbey  found 
ibemaelves  beyond  the  bndee,  and  standing  upon  tbe 
rocky  plalfbrin  in  front  of  ihe  ancient  Pictisb  Burgh, 

'■'----  18  the  pleasure  of  this  eaiaetwred  female 


T  the  surfaco  of  ihi 


if  the  eea,  suppled  the 
'a  aun  ;  and  tilt  waves 


rounded. 

For  several  minulea,  the  party,  thus  auddraly  and 
unexpectedly  eipelled  from  the  shelter  where  ihey 
had  reckoned  upon  roending  the  nigbl,  aiood  in 
ailsnc^  each  wrapt  in  Oieir  own  separaie  reflections, 
Minns,  her  though  Is  filed  on  ihe  myalical  eonaola- 
tion  which  ahe  had  received,  in  vain  endeavouitd  to 
extraci  [ram  ihe  words  of  IVoma  a  more  dislinct  and 
inlelbgible  meaningj  and  tbe  Udaller  bad  not  yet 
recovered  his  suirinBe  al  the  eitruaon  lo  which  be 
bad  been  thus  whinuically  nibjeclcd,  under  circum- 

her  respecls,  was 
ily  of  hia  nature, 
Uj  be  angry,  if  he 
etida  was  tile  first 
by  asking  whttber 
'ere  lo  spend  the 
Bskcd  in  s  tone, 
imeibing  doloruus 
her  folher's  ideoa  -, 
leir  HJtuation  now 
view,  he  Isnghed 
sverjr  rock  around 


g  Nbrna  by  ibis 
miled  iheii  eflbrts 
'om  her  dwelling, 
which,  feeble  as  it 
ed  him  incapable 

nd  [hen  escapiog 
,  or  rather  sufTer- 
oe  which  laycon- 
lauehcd  ao  hag 
ious  daughters  be- 
rthing more  than 


renew  bis  obslreperoui  cachinnation,  "Now,  by  the 
bones  of  Saint  Magnua,  tny  ancestor  and  namesake, 
one  would  imaoine  that  beipK  lumed  out  of  doors,  at 
lllis  time  of  nlfihl,  was  nothing  short  of  an  abaolutely 
exquisite  jest:  for  I  have  shaken  my  aides  at  ii  tlD 
ihey  ache.    llieTe  we  snt,  made  roue  tor  the  night, 


thos. 


ooisiui  voice,  ana    i 
'■  '"  ^  done,  f  ~' 


n  by  their  irencher-work  before .. , 

can  make  amends  by  telling  us  of  some  snus  port 
under  our  lee,  we  have  no  other  courae  for  it  but  to 
steer  through  tbe  iwilighi  on  Ihe  bearing  of  Bui^- 
Westra,  and  rough  it  out  as  wall  aa  we  can  by  me 
way.  I  am  sony  but  for  you,  girls;  for  many  ■ 
cruise  have  I  been  upon  when  we  were  on  aborter 
allowance  than  we  are  like  to  have  now.— I  would 
I  bad  hut  seemed  a  morsel  for  you,  and  a  drop  Ibr 
myself;  and  then  there  had  been  biii  little  lo  com- 

Both  sisters  hastened  to  asauie  the  Ddaller  thai 
thev  fell  not  Ihe  least  occasion  for  food. 

Why,  that  ia  welt,"  soid  HasnuB  ;  "  and  ao  bein/i 
the  case,  1  will  not  complain  of  my  own  a^^wtib:^ 
ihouf-hit  is  ahaiper  than  convtnienl.  And  the  rascal, 
Nicholas  Strumpfcr,— what  a  leer  the  villain  gave  me 
as  he  started  the  good  Nontz  into  tbe  arit- water!  He 
grinned,  tbe  knave,  like  a  seal  on  a  skerry.— Had  it 
not  been  for  vexing  my  poor  kinswoman  Noma,  I 
would  have  sent  hie  misbegotten  body  and  misshapen 

Slierhead,  after  my  bonny  flask,  as  aure  aa   Saint 
agniis  lies  at  Kirjtwall  I" 

By  this  time  the  Bcrvanta  returned  with  the  poniea. 
which  they  had  very  soon  cauf^l— these  sensible  atii- 
mals  finding  nothing  so  captivating  in  the  pasture 
where  they  had  beeu  soflercd  to  stray,  aa  mciirted 
them  to  resist  the  invitation  a^in  to  subject  ihem- 
selves  lo  aad^dla  and  bridle;    Tin " 


aaditle  and  bridle.    The  pron»cts  of  the 
also  considerably  improved  by  leamius 


f  their  Biunptcr-pony's  burden 

entirely  exhausted,— a  small  baskel  hai„.„ 

j1/ escaped  the  rage  of  Noma  andPaeolet,  by 

the  rapidity  with  which  one  of  Ihe  servants  had 
caught  up  and  removed  it.  The  same  dotneatic.  an 
alert  and  ready-wiily  fellow,  had  obaervcd  upon  the 
beach,  not  above  Ihrce  miles  distant  from  the  Burgh, 

Sisrter  of  a  mile  off  Ibeii  strai^i  path, 
0,  or  fishermen's  hut,  and  euRcat^ 
that  thpy  should  occupy  it  for  the  reel  of  the  ni^t.  in 
irdcr  Ibnt  tbe  ponies  might  be  refreshed,  and  the 
'oung  ladi.B  epend  the  night  under  cover  fram  tbe 


eaped.  and  Ihe  i 

nee.    llutlew  thinn 

tally,  or  more  harmleasljv 

-— --n  from  any  of  the 

:  suddenly  presented 

Tlic  fjdaller,  relieved  from  Ihe  apprehcnsiona  for  his 
■       ■      a  suffering   ' 
1  appetite . 

,  _B  he  spun...         ,.  --d:-.. 

with  as  much  glee  and  gallantry  as  if  Ihe  night-ride 
hod  been  cntiiely  a  matter  of  nis  own  free  choice. 
Brenda  lent  her  voice  to  some  of  bia  choruses,  which 
were  echoed  in  ruder  notes  by  the  servants,,  who,  in 
thai  simpl^  atate  of  society,  were  not  conadcted  ss 
guilty  of  any  breach  of  respect, by  mingling  theii 
voices  with  the  song.  Minna,  indeed,  was  as  yet 
imiqjBl  lo  euch  an  eflbrt!  but  she  compelled  hereslf 
-J  amume  some  share  in  the  gcnetal  hilarity  of  the 
leetiogi  snd  contrary  to  her  conduct  since  the  fsial 
lOining  which  concluded  tbe  Festival  of  Saint  John, 
lie  seemed  to  lake  her  usual  interest  in  what  was 
going  on  around  her,  and  answered  with  lundnesi 
and  readiness  the  repeated  inquiries  concemiDS  her 
health,  with  which  the  Udaller  every  now  anf  than 
-iierrupled  hie  carol.  And  thus  Ihey  proceeded  by 
ichi,  a  happier  party  by  far  than  they  had  been 
'hen  they  traced  the  same  route  on  Ihe  preceding 
..loming,  making  light  of  lh<-  difficulties  of  the  way, 
and  promieing  Ibenuelves  shelter  and  a  enmfortabls 
night's  real  in  the  deserted  hut  which  they  were  now 
about  to  abroach,  and  which  they  expected  lo  find 


It  to  approach,  and  which  they 
stale  01  darkness  and  solitude. 
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But  it  was  the  lot  of  the  Udailer,  that  day  to  be 
deceived  more  than  once  in  his  calculations. 

**  And  which  way  lies  this  cabin  of  yours,  Laurie  1" 
said  the  Udaller,  addressing  the  intelligent  domestic 
of  whom  we  just  qKike. 

**  Yonder  it  should  be,"  said  Laurence  'Scholey, 
"at  the  head  of  the  voe— but,  by  my  faith,  if  it  be 
the  place,  there  are  folk  there  before  us— Uod  and 
Saint  Ronan  send  that  thev  be  canny  company!" 

In  truth  there  was  a  light  in  the  deserted  nut, 
strong  enough  to  glimmer  through  every  chink  of 
the  shingles  and  vtrreck-wood  of  which  it  was  con- 
structed, and  to  give  the  whole  cabin  the  appearance 
of  a  smithy  seen  bv  night.  The  universal  super- 
stition of  the  2^tlanaers  seized  upon  Magnus  and  his 
escort. 

"  They  are  trows,'*  said  one  voice. 

"  They  are  witches,"  murmured  another. 

"They  are  mermaids."  muttered  a  third;  "only 
hear  their  wild  sinking !" 

All  stopped ;  an^  in  effect,  some  notes  of  music 
were  audible,  which  Brenda,  with  a  voice  that 
quivered  a  litde,  but  yet  had  a  turn  of  arch  ridi- 
cule in  its  tone,  pronounced  to  be  the  sound  of  a 
fiddle. 

"  Piddle  or  fiendj'  said  the  Udaller,  who,  if  he 
believed  in  such  ni^^tly  apparitions  as  had  struck 
terror  into  his  retinue,  certainly  feared  them  not— 
"  fiddle  or  fiend,  may  the  devil  fetch  me  if  a  witch 
cheats  me  out  of  supper  to-night,  for  the  second 
time !" 

So  saying,  he  dismounted,  clenched  his  trusty 
truncheon  in  nis  hand,  and  advanced  towards  the  hut, 
followed  by  Laurence  alone ;  the  rest  of  his  retinue 
continuing  stationary  on  the  beach  beside  his  daugh- 
ters and  the  ponies. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

What  ho,  my  jovial  inatec  i  come  on  i  wolf  fyolie  it 
Liko  fkinea  ftiakinf  in  the  merrr  moonshine. 
Sean  bjr  the  curtal  mar,  who,  from  Momo  oiiristening 
Or  fome  blithe  bridal,  hies  belated  cell- word- 
He  BtarU,  and  chansea  his  bold  bottle  swagger 
To  churchman'*  pace  profeMionaf.  and.  ransacking 
His  treacherous  memory  for  some  holy  hymn, 
Finds  but  the  roundel  of  the  midnight  catoh.-OM  Ftoy. 

The  stride  of  the  Udaller  relaxed  nothing  of  its 
length  or  of  its  firmness  as  he  approeched  the  glim- 
menng  cabin,  fit>m  which  he  now  heard  distinctly  the 
sound  of  the  fiddle.  But,  if  still  long  and  firm,  his 
steps  succeeded  each  other  rather  more  slowly  than 
usual;  for,  like  a  cautious,  though  a  brave  general, 
MagTius  was  willing  to  reconnoitre  his  enemy  before 
assailing  him.  The  trusty  Laurence  Scholey,  who 
kept  close  behind  his  master,  now  whispered  into  his 
car,  "  So  help  me,  sir,  as  I  believe  that  the  ffhaist,  if 

ghaist  it  be,  that j?lay8  so  bravely  on  the  fiddle,  must 
e  the  ghaist  of  Maister  Claud  Halcro,  or  his  wraith 
at  least;  for  never  was  bovir  drawn  across  thairm 
which  brought  out  the  gude  auld  sprig  of  '  Fair  and 
Lucky,'  so  Eke  his  am.'^ 

Magnus  was  himself  much  of  the  same  opinion ;  for 
he  knew  the  blithe  minstrelsy  of  the  spirited  little  old 
man^  and  hailed  the  hut  with  a  hearty  hilloah,  which 
was  immediately  replied  to  by  the  cheery  note  of  his 
ancient  messmate,  and  Halcro  himself  presently  made 
his  appearance  on  the  beach. 

The  Udaller  now  signed  to  his  retinue  to  come  up. 
while  he  asked  his  friend  after  a  kind  of  greeting  and 
much  shaking  of  hands,  How  the  devil  ne  came  to 
sit  there,  playing  old  tunes  in  so  desolate  a  place,  Uke 
an  owl  wnooping  to  the  moon  7" 

"  And  tell  me  rather,  Fowd."  said  Claud  Halcro, 
•*  how  you  came  to  be  within  hearing  of  me  7  ay,  by 
iny  word,  and  with  your  boimy daughters,  too  ?— Jarto 
Minna  ana  Jarto  Brenda,  I  bid  you  welcome  to  these 

Jellow  sands— and  there  shake  hands,  as  glorious 
ohn,  or  some  other  body,  says,  upon  the  same  occa- 
sion. And  bow  came  you  here  like  two  fair  swans, 
making  day  out  of  twiught,  and  turning  all  you  step 
upon  to  silver?" 

"You  shall  know  all  about  them  presently,"  an- 
swered Magnus;  "but  what  messmates  have  you 


got  in  the  hut  with  you?  I  think  I  hear  some  one 
speaking." 

"  None^'  replied  Claud  Halcra  "  but  that  poor  crea- 
ture,  the  Factor, ,  and  my  imp  of  a  boy  GHles.  I— t>ut 
come  in — come  in— here  you  will  find  us  starring  in 
comfort— not  so  much  as  a  mouthfid  of  sour  sillockfl 
to  be  had  for  love  or  money." 

"That  may  be  in  a  small  part  helped,"  said  the 
Udaller ;  "  for  though  the  beet  of  our  supper  is  gone 
over  the  Fitfid  Craigs  to  the  sealchies  and  the  dog- 
fish, yet  we  have  got  something  in  the  kit  stilL— Here, 
Laune.  bring  up  the  v\fda." 

^'JoKul^  jokuir*  was  Laurence's  joyfid  answer; 
and  he  hastened  for  the  basket. 

"  By  the  bicker  of  Saint  Magnu8,"t  said  Halcro, 
"  and  the  burliest  bishop  that  ever  quafied  it  for  luck's 
sake^  there  is  no  finding  your  locker  empty,  Magnus ! 
I  beheve  sincerelv  that  ere  a  friend  wanted,  you  could, 
like  old  Luggie  the  warlock,  fish  up  boiled  and  roasted 
out  of  the  pool  of  Kibster."i 

"  You  are  wrong  there,  Jarto  Claud,"  said  Magnus 
TroiL  "far  firom  nelping  me  to  a  supper,  the  foul 
fiend,  I  believe,  has  carried  ofi*  great  part  of  mine  this 
blessed  evening;  but  you  are  welcome  to  share  and 
share  of  what  is  left."  This  was  said  while  the  party 
entered  the  huL 

Here,  in  a  cabin  which  smelled  strongly  of  dried 
fish,  and  whose  sides  and  roof  were  iet-black  with 
smoke,  they  found  the  unhappy  Tiiptolemus  Yellow- 
ley  seated  Beside  a  fire  made  of  dried  sea- weed,  min- 
gled with  some  peats  and  wreck- wood ;  his  sole  com- 
panion a  barefooted,  yellow-haired  Zetland  boy,  who 
acted  occasionally  as  a  kind  of  page  to  Claud  Halcro, 
bearing  his  fiddle  on  his  shoulder,  saddling  his  pony, 
and  rendering  him  similar  duties  of  kindly  observance. 
The  disconsolate  agriculturist,  for  such  his  visage  be- 
tokened him,  displayed  UtUe  surprise,  and  less  anima- 
tion, at  the  arrival  of  the  Udaller  and  his  compa- 
nions, imtil,  after  the  party  had  drawn  close  to  the 
fire,  (a  neighbourhood  which  the  dampness  of  the 
night  air  rendered  far  from  disagreeable,)  the  pannier 
was  opened,  and  a  tolerable  supply  of  barley-bread 
and  himg  beef,  besides  a  flask  of  brandy,  (no  doubt 
smaller  tnan  that  which  the  relentless  handof  Pacolet 
had  emptied  into  the  ocean.)  gave  assurances  of  a 
tolerable  supper.  Then,  indeed,  the  worthy  Factor 
grinned,  chuckled,  rubbed  his  hands,  and  inquired 
after  all  friends  at  Burgh- Westra. 

When  they  had  all  partaken  of  this  needfiil  refiresb- 
ment,  the  Udaller  repeated  his  inauiries  of  Halcro,  and 
moreparticidarly  of^the  Factor,  how  they  came  to  be 
nesded  in  such  a  remote  comer  at  such  an  hour  of 
night. 

Maister  Magnus  Troil,"  said  Triptolemua,  when 
a  second  cup  had  given  him  spirits  to  tell  his  tale  of 
wo,  "  I  would  not  have  you  think  that  it  is  a  little 
thing  that  disturbs  me.  I  came  of  that  grain  that 
takee  a  sair  wind  to  shake  it.  I  have  seen  many  a 
Martinmass  and  many  a  Whitsunday  in  my  day, 
whilk  are  the  times  peculiarly  grievous  (o  those  of  my 
craft,  and  I  could  aye  bid  the  bang :  but  I  think  I  am 
like  to  be  dug  ower  a'thegither  in  this  damned  coun- 
try of  yours— Gude  forgie  me  for  swearing— but  evil 
communication  comioteth  eood  manners.'*^ 

"Now,  Heaven  guide  us,"  said  the  Udaller,  "  wh^t 
is  the  matter  with  the  man  ?  Why,  man,  if  you  will 
put  your  plough  into  new  land,  you  must  look  to 
have  it  hank  on  a  stone  now  andf  then— You  must 
set  us  an  example  of  padence,  seeing  you  come  here 
for  our  improvement 

"And  the  deil  was  in  my  feet  when  I  did  so,"  said 
die  Factor;  "I  had  better  have  set  myself  to  improve 
the  cairn  on  Clochnaben." 

*  JoiM,  jres,  sir ;  a  Norse  expression,  still  in  commoa  use, 
t  The  Bicker  of  Saint  Magnus,  a  vessel  of  enormous  dtnwn- 
sions,  wMpreeenred  at  Kirkwall,  and  preseoted  to  each  bishop 
of  Uie  Orkneys.  .If  the  new  incumbent  was  able  to  quaff  it  out 
at  one  draught,  which  was  a  task  for  Hercules  or  Rorie  Mhor  of 
Dunvegan,  the  omen  boded  a  crop  of  unusual  fertility. 

t  Luggie,  a  famous  ooajurer.  was  woot,  when  storoDS  pre- 
Tented  him  from  going  to  his  usual  empiojrocnt  of  fishing,  to 
angle  over  a  staep  rock,  at  Che  plaee  called,  tnm  bis  oama, 
Luggie's  KsoU.  At  other  times  ne  drew  up  dressed  food  while 
they  were  out  at  sea,  of  which  his  eororades  partook  boldlj 
fkom  natural  courage,  without  earinf  who  stood  cook.  Tlie 
poor  man  was  taai\r  oon4emDed  and  bomtat  Soallowir- 
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''Bat  what  is  it,  after  aU,"  said  the UdaUer,  ''that 
has  befallen  you  7— what  is  it  that  yon  complain  of  T' 
"Of  evenr  thing  that  has  chanced  to  me  since  I 
landed  on  this  island,  which  I  believe  was  accursed  at 
the  very  creation,"  said  the  agriculturist, "  and  assign- 
ad  as  a  fitting  station  for  somers.  thieves,  whores,  (I 
beg  the  ladies'  pardon,)  witches,  bitches,  and  all  evil 
spirits  r* 

*'  By  my  faith,  a  goodly  catalogue !"  said  Magnus ; 
"and  there  has  been  the  day,  that  if  I  had  heard  you 
give  out  the  half  of  it,  I  should  have  turned  improver 
myseU^  and  have  tried  to  amend  your  manners  with  a 
cudflel." 

"Bear  with  me,"  said  the  Factor,  " Maister  Fowd, 
or  Maister  Udaller,  or  whatever  else  they  may  call  you, 
and  as  you  are  strong  be  pitiful,  and  consider  the  luck- 
less lot  of  any  inexperienced  person  who  lights  upon 
this  earthly  paradise  of  yours.  He  aaks  for  dnnk, 
they  bringhim  sour  whey— no  disparagement  to  your 
brandy,  Fowd,  which  is  excellent— Tou  ask  for  meat, 
and  they  bring  you  sour  siUocks  that  Satan  might 
choke  upon— You  call  your  lobourers  together,  and  oid 
them  work;  it  proves  Saint  Magnus's  day,  or  Saint 
Ronan's  day,  or  some  infernal  saint  or  other's— or 
else,  perhaps  they  have  come  out  of  bed  with  the 
wrong  foot  foremost,  or  they  have  seen  an  owl,  or  a 
rabbit  has  crossed  their  path,  or  they  have  dreamed  of 
a  roasted  horso— in  short,  nothing  is  to  be  done— Give 
them  a  spade,  and  thev  work  as  if  it  burned  their  fin- 
Ijers  J  but  set  them  to  danciiuc,  and  see  when  they  will 
tire  of  funking  and  flinging  r 

"  And  why  should  they,  poor  bodies."  said  Claud 
Halcro.  "  as  long  as  there  are  good  fiddlers  to  play  to 
them?'^ 

"Ay,  ay,"  said  Triptolemus,  shaking  his  head,  **you 
are  a  proper  person  to  uphold  them  in  such  a  humour. 
Well,  to  proceed : — I  till  a  piece  of  my  best  ground ; 
down  comes  a  sturdy  beggar  that  wants  a  kailyard, 
or  a  plant-a-crmve,  as  you  call  it,  and  he  claps  down 
an  enclosure  in  the  middle  of  my  bit  shot  of  corn,  as 
lightly  as  if  he  was  baith  laird  and  tenant ;  and  gain- 
say him  wha  Ukes,  there  he  dibbles  in  his  kail-plants ! 
I  sit  down  to  my  sorrowful  dinner,  thinking  to  have 
peace  and  quietness  there  at  least ;  when  m  comes 
one,  two,  three,  foun  or  half-a-dozen  of  skelping  long 
lads,  from  some  foolery  or  anither,  misca'  me  for  bar- 
ring my  ain  door  against  them,  and  eat  up  the  best 
half  of  what  mv  sister's  providence — and  she  is  not 
over  bountiful— has  allottra  for  my  dinner !  Then  en- 
ters a  witch,  with  an  ellwand  in  her  hand,  and  she 
raises  the  Mnnd  or  lays  it,  whichever  she  likes,  majors 
up  and  down  my  house  as  if  she  was  mistress  of  it, 
and  I  am  bounden  to  thank  Heaven  if  she  carries  not 
the  broadside  of  it  away  with  her !" 

"  Still,"  said  the  Fowd,  "  this  is  no  answer  to  my 
question— how  the  foul  fiend  I  come  to  find  you  at 
moorings  herel" 

"  Have  patience,  worthy  sir,"  replied  the  aflflicted 
Factor,  "and  listen  to  what  I  have  to  say,  for  I  fancy 
it  will  be  as  well  to  tell  you  the  whole  matter.  Tou 
must  know,  I  once  thought  that  I  had  gotten  a  small 
godsend,  that  might  have  made  all  these  matters 
easier." 

"  How !  a  godsend  I  Do  you  mean  a  wreck,  Mas- 
ter Factor  7"exclaimed  MagQus ;  "  shame  upon  you, 
that  ahould  have  set  example  to  others !" 

"It  was  no  wreck,"  said  the  Factor;  "but.  if  you 
must  needs  know,  it  chanced  that  as  I  raised  a  bearth- 
fltane  in  one  of  the  old  chambers  at  Stourburgh,  (for 
my  sister  is  minded  that  there  is  little  use  in  mair  fire- 
places about  a  house  than  one,  and  I  wanted  the 
■tane  to  knock  bear  upon,)  when,  what  should  I  light 
on  but  a  horn  full  of  old  coins,  silver  the  maist  feck  of 
them,  but  w?  a  bit  sprinkling  of  gold  amans  them 
too.*  Weel,  I  thought  this  was  a  dainty  windta',  and 
so  thought  Baby,  and  we  were  the  mair  willing  to  put 
up  vdth  a  place  where  there  were  siccan  braw  nest- 
eggs— and  we  slade  down  the  stane  cannily  over  the 
*Wliile  th«e  tlMett  wei«  putiof  throufh  Uie  pnm,  I  noeivad 
a  l«ttar  ttnm  an  hoooarri)ltt  and  learned  Mand.  contatninr  ttra 
Mlowinf  paMaga,  retatiof  to  adiscoTnrr  to  Zetland :-"  Willitn 
a  few  waakt,  the  workman  takhif  up  iha  foondaUoo  of  an  old 
wall,  cama  on  a  haarth-Mooa.  under  which  thar  foimd  a  bom, 
avrrooodMl  witti  moiatva  ailYar  riiifa,  like  hncalata,  and  flilad 
with  eotei  of  the  Uaptarafaj .  ia  perfect  praaanratioo.    Tha 


horn,  whidi  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  very  connicopia, 
or  horn  of  abundance ;  and  for  further  securitr,  Baby 
wad  visit  the  room  maybe  twenty  times  in  tne  day, 
and  mysell  at  an  orra  time,  to  the  boot  of  a'  that." 

*'  On  my  word,  and  a  very  pretty  amusement,"  said 
Claud  "Halcro,  to  look  over  a.  horn  of  one's  own 
siller.  I  question  if  gtoiious  Johp  Dryden  ever  enjoy- 
ed such  a  pastime  in  his  life— I  am  very  sure  I  Dever 
did." 

"  I'es.  but  you  forget,  Jarto  Claud,"  said  the  Udaller, 
"  that  the  Factor  was  only  counting  over  the  money 
for  my  Lord  the  Chamberlain.  As  ne  is  so  keen  for 
his  Lordship's  rights  in  whales  and  wrecks,  he  woold 
not  surely  forget  him  in  treasure-trove." 

"  A-hem !  a-hera  I  a-he— he— hem  V*  Maculated 
Triptolemus,  seized  at  the  moment  with  an  awkward 
fit  of  coughing,—"  no  doubt,  my  Lord's  right  in  the 
matter  would  nave  been  consideved,  being  in  the  hand 
of  one^  though  I  say  it  as  just  as  can  be  found  in  An- 

gus-shire.  let  alone  the  Meams.    But  mark  what 
appened  of  late!    One  dasr,  as  I  went  up  to  see  thmt 
al'  was  safe  and  snug,  and  just  to  count  out  the  ^are 
that  should  have  been  his  Lordship's— for  surely  the 
labourer,  as  one  may  call  the  finder,  is  worthy  of  his 
hire- -nay,  some  learned  men  say,  that  when  tha 
finder,  in  point  of  trust  and  in  pomt  of  power,  re- 
presenteth  the  dominust  or  lord  superior,  he  taketh 
the  whole;  but  let  that  pass,  as  a  kiuJe  question  in. 
amcihuM  jurisy  as  we  wont  to  say  at  Saint  Andrewa— 
Well,  sir  and  ladiea,  when  I  went  to  the  upper  cham- 
I  her,  what  should  I  see  but  an  ugsome.  ill-shaped,  and 
most  uncouth  dwarf,  that  wanted  but  noofs  and  horns 
to  have  made  an  utter  devil  of  him,  counting  over  the 
very  homfiil  of  siller !  I  am  no  timorous  man,  Master 
Fowd,  but,  judging  that  I  should  proceed  with  caution 
in  such  a  matter— for  I  had  reason  to  believe  that 
there  was  devilry  in  it— I  accosted  him  in  Latin, 
(whilk  it  is  maist  becoming  to  speak  to  an^t  whflk 
taketh  upon  it  as  a  goblin.)  and  conjured  mm  in  ruh 
fniru^  and  ao  forth,  with  such  words  as  my  poor 
learning  could  furnish  of  a  suddenty,  wh'ilk,  to  say 
truth,  were  not  so  manv,  nor  altogether  so  purely  la- 
tineezed  as  might  have  been,  had  Inot  been  few  years 
at  college,  and  many  at  the  pleugh.    W^L  sira,  he 
started  at  first,  as  one  that  hearethlhat  which  he  ex- 
pects not  I  but  presently  recovering  himself,  he  wawls 
on  me  with  his  gray  een,  like  a  wild-cat,  and  opens 
his  mouth,  whilk  resembled  the  mouth  of  an  oven, 
for  the  deil  a  tongue  he  had  in  it,  that  I  could  spy,  ana 
took  upon  his  ugly  selfl  altogether  the  air  and  bearing 
of  a  bull-dog,  vmilk  I  have  seen  loosed  at  a  fair  upon 
a  mad  staig;*  whereupon  I  was  something  daunted, 
and  withdrew  myself  to  call  upon  sister  Baby,  who 
fears  neither  dog  nor  devil,  when  there  is  in  question 
the  little  penny  nller.    And  truly  she  raise  to  the  fray 
as  I  hae  seen  the  Lindsays  and  Ogilvies  bristle  up, 
when  Donald  MacDonnoch,  or  the  uke,  made  a  start 
down  frae  the  Highlands  on  the  braes  of  Islay.    fi^ 
an  auld  useless  carline^Ued  Tronda  Dronsdanghter, 
(they  might  call  her  Drone  the  sell  of  her,  without 
farther  addition,)  flung  herself  right  in  my  atster's 

Site,  and  yellocbed  and  akirled,  that  you  would  have 
ought  her  a  whole  generation  of  hoimds ;  wbero- 
upon  I  judged  it  best  to  make  ae  yoking  of  it,  and  stop 
the  pl^igh  until  I  got  my  sister's  assistance.  Whilk 
when  I  had  done,  and  we  mounted  the  stair  to  the 
apartment  in  which  the  said  dwar^  devil,  or  other  ap- 
parition, was  to  be  seen,  dwarf,  bom,  and  siller,  were 
ae  clean  gane  aa  if  the  cat  had  Uckit  the  place  wbeis 
I  saw  them." 

Here  Trintolemus  paused  in  his  extraordinary  nar* 
ration^  while  the  rest  of  the  party  looked  upon  eadi 
other  in  surpriseu  and  the  Udaller  muttered  to  Claud 
Halcro— "By  all  tokens,  this  must  have  beeo  either 
the  devil  or  Nicholas  Strumpfer :  and,  if  it  were  hiiHi 
be  is  more  of  a  goblin  than  e'er  I  gave  him  credit  for, 
and  shall  be  apt  to  rate  him  as  such  in  future."  TIwd, 
addressing  the  Factor,  he  inquired—"  Saw  ye  naught 
how  this  dwarf  of  yours  parted  company!^ 


plaea  of  flndinf  is  within  a 


a  I  ia  within  a  vary  abort  diatanca  of  tba  [euppaaaifl 
oroa  of  the  Fitful-head."- Thua  one  of  dia  varr 
improbable  fletiona  of  tha  tale  ia  varifled  br  ■  ainfaltf  oaioct* 
denoa. 
*  ToQDff  aabraka  hoias. 
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"As  I  shall  answer  it,  no,"  relied  lYiptolemus, 
wit|i  a  cautious  look  around  him,  as  if  daunted  by  the 
recollection :  "  neither  I,  nor  Babv,  who  had  her  wits 
more  about  her,  not  haying  seen  this  unseemly  vision, 
could  perceive  any  way  by  whilk  he  made  evasion. 
Only  Tronda  said  she  saw  him  flee  forth  of  the  win- 
dow of  the  west  roundel  of  the  auld  house^  upon  a 
dragon,  as  she  averred.  But,  as  the  dragon  is  held  a 
fabulous  animal,  I  suld  pronounce  her  averment  to 
rest  upon  decepHo  viaus. 

"  But,  may  we  not  ask  farther,"  said  Brenda,  sti- 
mulated by  curiosity  to  know  as  much  of  her  cousin 
Noma's  famil  v  as  was  possible, "  how  all  this  operated 
opon  Master  Vellowley,  so  as  to  occasion  his  being  in 
this  place  at  so  unseasonable  an  hour?" 

"  Seasonable  it  must  be.  Mistress  Brenda,  since  it 
brought  us  into  your  sweet  company,"  answered 
Claud  Halcro,  whose  mercurial  brain  far  outstripped 
the  slow  conceptions  of  the  agriculturist,  and  who 
became  impatient  of  being  so  long  silent.  "  To  say  the 
truth,  it  was  I,  Mistress  Brenda,  who  recommended 
to  our  friend  the  Factor,  whose  house  I  chanced  to 
call  at  just  after  this  mischance,  (and  where,  by  the 
way,  owing  doubtless  to  the  huriy  of  their  spints,  I 
was  but  pporlv  received.)  to  make  a  visit  to  our  other 
friend  at  Fitful-head,  well  judging  from  certain  points 
of  the  story,  at  which  my  other  and  more  particular 
friend  than  either"  (looking  at  Magnus)  "  may  chance 
to  form  a  guess,  that  they  who  break  a  head  are  the 
best  fo  find  a  plaster.  And  as  our  fi-iend  the  Factor 
scrupled  travelling  on  horseback,  in  respect  of  some 
tumbles  from  our  ponies" 

"Which  are  incarnate  devils,"  said  Triptolemus, 
abud,  muttering  under  his  breath.  "like  every  live 
thing  that  I  have  found  in  Zetland. 

"Well,  Fowd,"  continued  Halcro,  "I  undertook  to 
carry  him  to  Fitful-head  in  my  little  boat,  which  Giles 
and  I  can  manage  as  if  it  were  an  Admiral's  barge 
full  mann»] ;  and  Master  Triptolemus  Yellowley  will 
tell  you  how  seaman-like  I  piloted  him  to  the  little  ha- 
ven, within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Noma's  dwelling." 

"  I  wish  to  Heaven  you  had  brought  me  as  safe  back 
again."  said  the  Factor. 

"Why,  to  be  sure,"  replied  the  minstrel,  "I  am,  as 
glorious  John  says,— 

'  A  daring  pilot  in  extremitjr, 

Pleaded  with  the  danger  when  the  wavet  go  high, 

t  seek  the  i torm— but.  Tor  a  calm  unfit. 

Will  steer  too  near  the  sands,  to  show  mj  wit' " 

"I  showed  little  wit  in  intrusting  myself  to  your 
charge,"  said  Triptolemus;  "and  you  still  less  when 
you  upset  the  boat  at  the  throat  of  the  voe,  as  you  cnll 
It,  when  even  the  poor  bairn,  that  was  mair  than  half 
drowned,  told  you  that  you  were  carrying  too  much 
sail :  and  then  ye  wad  fasten  the  rape  to  the  bit  stick 
on  the  boat  side,  that  ye  might  have  time  to  play  on 
the  fiddle." 

»*What!"  said  theUdaller,  "make  fast  the  sheets 
to  the  thwart  7  a  most  unseasonable  practice,  Claud 
Halcro." 

"And  sac  came  of  it."  replied  the  agriculturist; 
"  for  the  neist  blast  (and  we  are  never  lang  Mrithout 
ane  in  these  parts)  wholmed  us  as  a  gudewife  would 
wholme  a  bowie,  and  ne'er  a  thing  wad  Maister  Hal- 
cro save  but  his  fiddle.  The  puir  bairn  swam  out  like 
a  wnter-spaniel,  and  I  swattered  hard  for  my  life,  wi' 
the  help  of  ane  of  the  oars ;  and  here  we  are,  comfort- 
less creatures,  that,  till  a  good  wind  blew  you  here, 
had  naething  to  eat  but  a  mouthful  of  Norway  rusk, 
that  has  mair  sawdust  than  rye-meal  in  it,  and  tastes 
liker  turpentine  than  any  thing  else." 

"I  thought  we  heard  you  veiy  merry,"  said  Brenda, 
"as  we  came  along  the  beach." 

"Ye  heard  a  fiddle,  Mistress  Brenda,"  said  the  Fac- 
tor; "and  mavbe  ye  m^y  think  there  can  be  nae 
dearth,  miss,  where  that  is  Girling.  But  then  it  was 
Maister  Claud  Halcro's  fiddle,  whilk.  I  am  apt  to 
think,  wad  skirl  at  his  father's  deathbed,  or  at  his  ain. 
sae  lang  as  his  fingers  could  pinch  the  thau'm.  And 
it  was  nae  sma'  aggravation  to  my  misfortune  to  have 
him  bumming  a'  eorts  of  sprinjBis,— Norse  and  Scots, 
Highland  and  Lawland,  Enghsh  and  Italian,  in  my 
lug,  as  if  nothing  had  happen^  that  was  amiss,  and 
we  all  m  such  stress  and  perplexity." 


"Why,  I  told  you  sorrow  would  never  right  the 
boat.  Factor,"  said  the  thoughtless  minstrel,  *' and  I 
did  my  best  to  make  you  merry ;  if  I  foiled,  it  was 
neither  my  fault  nor  my  fiddle's.  I  have  drawn  the 
bow  across  it  before  glorious  John  Dryden  himself." 

"I  will  hear  no  stories  about  glorious  John  Dry- 
den," answered  the  Udaller,  who  dreaded  Halcnrs 
narratives  as  much  as  Triptolemus  did  his  music,— 
"I  will  hear  nought  of  him,  but  one  story  to  every 
three  bowls  of  punch,— it  is  our  old  paction,  you 
know.  But  tell  me,  instead,  what  said  Noma  to  you 
about  your  errand  T' 

"  Ay,  there  was  anither  fine  upshot,"  said  Master 
Yellowley.  "  She  wadna  look  at  us,  or  Usten  to  us; 
only  she  oothered  our  acquaintance,  Master  Halcro 
here,  who  thought  he  could  have  sae  much  to  say 
wi'  her,  with  about  a  score  of  questions  about  your 
family  and  household  estate,  Master  Magnus  Troil : 
and  when  she  had  gotten  a'  she  wanted  out  of  him.  I 
thought  she  wad  hae  dung  him  ower  the  craig,  like 
an  empty  peacod." 

"  And  for  yourself  1"  said  the  Udaller. 

"  She  waana  listen  to  my  story,  nor  hear  sae  much 
ns  a  word  that  I  had  to  say,"  answered  Triptolemus: 
"  and  sac  much  for  them  that  seek  to  witches  and 
familiar  spirits !" 

"You  needed  not  to  have  had  recourse  to  Noma's 
wisdom,  Master  Factor."  said  Minna,  not  unwilling, 
perhaps,  to  stop  his  railing  against  the  friend  who 
had  so  lately  rendered  her  service ;  "  the  youngest 
child  in  Orkney  could  have  told  you,  that  fairy  trea- 
sures, if  they  are  not  wisely  employed  for  the  good  of 
others,  as  well  as  of  those  to  whom  they  are  imparted, 
do  not  dwell  long  with  their  possessors." 

"Your  humble  servant  to  command.  Mistress 
Minnie,"  said  Triptolemus ;  "I  thank  ye  for  thehint, 
—and  I  am  blithe  that  you  have  gotten  your  wits— I 
beg  pardon,  I  meant  your  health— into  the  bam-yard 
again.  For  the  treasure,  I  neither  used  nor  abused 
it,— they  that  live  in  the  house  with  my  sister  Baby 
wad  find  it  hard  to  do  either !— and  as  for  speaking  of 
it,  whilk  they  say  muckle  offends  them  whom  we  in 
Scotland  call  Good  Neighbours,  and  you  call  Drows, 
the  face  of  the  auld  Norse  kings  on  the  coins  them- 
selves, might  have  spoken  as  much  about  it  as  ever  I 
did." 

"The  Factor,"  said  Claud  Halcro,. not  unwillmg  to 
seixe  the  opportunity  of  revenpng  himself  on  Tripto- 
lemus, for  disgracing  his  seamanship  and  disparaging 
his  music,—  The  Factor  was  so  scmpulous,  as  to 
keep  the  thing  quiet  even  from  his  master,  the  Lord 
Chamberiain;  but  now,  that  the  matter  has  ta'en 
wind,  he  is  likely  to  have  to  account  to  his  master  for 
that  which  is  no  longer  in  his  possession;  for  the 
Lord  Chamberlain  will  be  in  no  hurry,  I  think,  to  be- 
lieve the  story  of  the  dwarf.  Neither  do  I  think" 
(winking  to  the  Udaller)  "that  Noma  gave  credit  to 
a  word  of  so  odd  a  story ;  and  I  dare  say  that  was 
the  reason  that  she  received  us,  I  must  needs  say.  in 
a  very  dry  manner.  I  rather  think  she  knew  that 
Triptolemus,  our  friend  here,  had  found  some  other 
hiding-hole  for  the  money,  and  that  the  story  of  the 
goblin  was  all  his  own  invention.  For  my  part,  I 
will  never  believe  there  was  such  a  dwarf  to  be  seen 
as  the  creature  Master  Yellowley  describes,  until  I  set 
my  own  eyes  on  him." 

Then  you  may  do  so  at  this  moment,"  said  the 

Factor:  "for,  by ^,"  (he  muttered  a  deep  assevera* 

tion  as  tie  sprung  on  his  feet  in  great  horror,)  "  there 
the  creature  is  T' 

All  turned  their  eyes  in  the  direction  in  which  he 
pointed,  and  saw  the  hideous  misshapen  figure  of 
Pacolet,  with  his  eyes  fixed  and  glanng  at  them 
through  the  smoke.  He  had  stolen  upon  their  con- 
versation unperceived,  until  the  Factor's  eye  liffhted 
upon  him  in  the  manner  we  have  described.  There 
was  something  so  ghastly  in  his  sudden  and  unex- 
pected appearance,  that  even  the  Udaller^  to  whom 
nis  form  was  familiar,  could  not  help  starting.  Nei- 
ther pleased  with  himself  for  having  testified  this  de- 
gree of  emotion,  however  slight,  nor  with  the  dwarf 
who  had  given  cause  to  it,  Magnus  asked  him 
sharply,  what  was  his  business,  there?  Pacolet  re- 
plied by  producing  a  letter,  which  he  gave  to  the 


Lduller—  diclsl  inou  leam  tnal,  isicliolsa,  when  you 

Parolel  nodded,  aDil  aignedtohim  to  rend  blsletfer. 

"That  ia  no  Buch  easy  mailer  by  fire-light,")' good 

frienil,"  replied  tlie  Udaller;  "bul  it  may  concern 


It  my  haDda,  considt 

_^nl  ibe  mod  Nanlz 

„  -la  ifil  hod  been  uniuch  ditch- 

"WJIlyoubelhiahaneslRentlenian'srup-lH-orer— 
hii  Qanvmede,  fiiend  I'ellawley.  or  aha]]  1?"  Enid 
Cbud  Halcro  aeide  to  the  Factor!  while  HaKniu 
Truil.  haling  carefully  wiped  his  spectaclcis  wTiich 
he  produced  from  a  large  coi>per  case,  had  diBfiospd 
ihcni  on  hie  cose,  and  waa  eludying  ihe  episile  of 


....  _    .  .      _    _  _.  _  ..;a(ure  of  fleeh  and 

blood  by  the  rr^l  of  Ihe  company:  "hut  I  pmy  you  lo 
aek  him  whai  he  hoe  done  with  my  horn  of  coins?" 
The  dwait  who  heard  the  question,  threw  back 
his  head,  and  displayed  hia  eDOrmoua  throat,  poiniins 
10  it  with  hisfiiiger. 

lobe  aaid,"  repiiai  the  Factor;  "only  I  hope  he  will 
thrive  on  tlietn  aa  a  cow  on  wet  clover.    He  ia  dame 

Bul  if  theft  and  witchcraft  are  10  bo  nnpuniidicd  in 
ihia  land,  tny  lotd  muat  End  anolher  faclor;  fori 
'-— -e  been  ueed  lo  live  in  a  country  where '- 


of  thedeil  and  his  cumniera,~-Bi)in  and 

The  ajuiculiuiisl  waa  perhapa  the  le"B  reeerved  in 
eipressing  his  complaints,  ihsl  the  Udaller  was  for 
the  presetit  out  of  hearing,  having  drawn  Chiud  Hal- 
cro aparl  into  another  comer  of  the  hut. 

"  And  tell  me,"  said  he,  "  friend  Holcro,  what  er- 
rand took  thee  to  Sumburgh,  since  I  rvekon  it  was 
scarce  the  mere  pleasure  of  sailing  in  partnership  willi 
yonder  barnacle  V 

"In  faiih.  Fowd,"  raid  ihe  bard,  "and  if  you  will 
have  the  truth,  t  went  10  speak  to  Noma  on  your 

"On  my  affairs!"  replied  the  Udaller;  "on  what 

"Ju9i  touching  your  daughler's  health.  I  heard 
that  Norn B  refuaed  your  meesagr,  and  would  not  see 
-  ■    -       ■  *■■  ■  ■  ^  lyselt  I  have 

iBic,  or  aught 


Eric  Scamheaicr.    now,  eaid  I 
scarce  joyed  in  mesi,  or  drink, 

fay,  literally  la  well  as  liguraTivcly,  that  my  day  an^ 
night  have  been  made  sortowrul  to  me.  In  short,  I 
thought  I  raifiht  hove  some  more  interest  with  old 
Noma  than  another,  as  acatds  and  wiae  women  were 
alwaya  accounted  aomething  akin  ;  and  I  undertook 
Ihe  journey  with  the  hope  lo  be  of  some  use  to  my  old 
friend  and  hia  lovely  daughter. 

"And  it  was ■-^-^■- '- 

hearted  Claud,' 

'      "leharul,— ' . 

w  heart  amongst  nil  thy  fiddling  1 


lend  and  hia  lovely  daughter. 
"  And  it  was  most  kindlv  done  of  tou,  good  w 

sarted  Claud,"  said  the  Udaller,  shaking  nim  wl 

by  the  harul,— "I  ever  said  you  showed  the  good  ol 
Norse  heart  amongst  nil  thy  fiddling  and  ihy  blly.- 
~  for  the  matter,  but  be  blilh 


she  held  me  c^ose  10  question  about  Hinna'e  illness, 
too,— and  I  lold  her  how  I  had  mel  her  abroad  the 
other  morning  in  no  very  good  weather,  and  how  her 
sister  Brenda  said  she  had  hurt  bar  loot ;— in  short,  I 
told  her  all  and  every  thing  I  knew." 

"And  aomelhing  more  beaidea,  it  would  Mem." 
eaid  the  Udaller :  '%r  I,  at  least,  never  heard  before 
tbal  Hinna  bad  hart  herself." 


thing. 


loNoms,  howev 


And  what,"  answered  theCdallcr,  "didahe  aaiy, 
in  the  wayof  reply  1" 

"  She  bade  me  begone  aboal  my  business,  arid  lold 
me  ihal  ihe  issue  would  be  known  ai  the  Kirkwall 
Fair  I  and  eaid  just  the  like  10  this  Doodle  of  a  Factor 
—It  was  all  that  either  of  us  got  for  our  labour."  aaid 


"That 


man  writes  me  in  this  letter  not  la  fail  going  ibilfaer 
with  my  daughters.  This  Fsir  runs  stronaly  in  ber 
head  ;  one  would  think  the  iiilended  10  leadtbe  mar- 


you  went,  and  swaiuped  your  boat  at  the  mouth  of  ihe 
voel" 

"Why.howeould  IhelpiiT'aaii  ihepoeu  1  had 
set  (he  boy  lo  Bteer,  ond  aa  the  f  aw  came  atiddenly 
on  shore,  I  could  Dot  let  go  the  rick  and  play  on  ihs 
fiddle  at  the  same  time.  Bul  it  is  all  wellenough,- 
salt-water  never  harmed  Zetl'.nder,  aa  as  he  could 
get  oulof  it]  and,  OS  Heaven  ■louldhave  it,  we  were 
wiihin  man  s  depth  of  the  1  hore,  and  chancing  to 

find  this  slid  weahnnM  hnvi  douo  well  enough,  with 

h  better  than  vvell  with 

old  midnigh?can  makctliein.  _ 

here,  where  the  fishers  slept, — aomewhat  fragnni 
with  Ihe  emell  of  their  Rah.  but  that  is  wbolesanw. 
Thcj- Bhull  bestow  themsehcB  Ihete,  with  the  help  of 

of  brandy,  aiid  one  stave  of  glorious  John,  or  same 
little  liiHi:  of  my  own,  and  so  skrp  aa  sound  a* 
cobblers." 

"Two  glasicB  of  brandy,  if  you  please,"  s*kl  tbi: 
Udaller,  if  our  alores  du  not  mniliyi  bul  not  a  nn- 
gtesloveofglonou8John,orofanyon-  -' ■-'■■ "" 

■--■■'-^-beint ■      ' 

igned  ihcmselveaioslumhci  for  ihe  ni^l,  sod 
™  „.j-  .leit  day  departed  for  tbdr  euveral  habitalions. 
Cloud  Halcro  having  previously  arranged  with  ihe 
Udaller  thai  he  wouhl  accompany  him  and  his  daugh- 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Wk  must  now  change  the  scene  from  Zetland  Ii> 
Oriiney,  and  request  our  reoden  10  accompany  ni  10 

the  rums  of  an  clemint,  though  ancieni  structure, 
called  the  Fari's  Palace.  Theae  nmains,  though 
much  dilnpidsted.  eldl  eiiBl  in  ihe  nrighbourbood  of 
the  massive  and  venerable  pile,  which  Norwegiao 
devotion  drriicaied  lo  Suint  Magnus  ihe  Slartvr,  and, 
being  contiguous  to  the  Biabop's  Pabce,  which  is 
-   tho  plnco  is  imprcBsive,  as  exhibiting 


e  eiposed 


ibler 


have  a^li^  Orkney,  as  w 

to  such  conviileionSv    Several  pans  of 
buildmgs  might  be  Belecied  (under  Hiii- 


In  Chatch  and  Stat? 
weU  as  coi 
.   Several  pi 


i)  BB  Ihe  model  of  s  Gothic  n 
ircmietis  would  be  conientrd  raihcr  to 
..  really  beautiful  in  (hat  tpccicB  at  bu3d- 
make  a  medley  of  the  caprices  of  ihc 


order,  confounding  the  military,  ecclesias , 

SomcBtiealylesof  all  a^s  at  random,  with  additional 
intaeies  ond  combinations  of  their  own  device,  "all 
formed  oulof  the  builder's  brain." 

Tho  F.arl'a  Palace  forms  three  sides  of  an  obloni; 
Kiuare,  and  hoe,  even  in  itsniinB,  the  air  of  nn  elegant 

residence  of  feudal  princes,  ihc  cliarBcler  of  a  palace 
ond  of  a  caatle.  A  great  banqueiing-hall,  communi- 
cating with  several  lorge  rounds,  or  projectinR  lurrat- 
rooms,  and  having  ol  either  end  an  immstiBe  efaUn- 
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"ney,  le  siifies  the  ancient  Northern  b6spHality  of  the 
Earls  of  Orkney,  and  communicates,  almost  jn  the 
modern  fashion,  with  a  K^ery,  or  wit hdra wing- 
room,  of  corresponding  dimensions,  jind  having,  Uko 
the  hall,  its  prcyecting  tOrreis.  The  loVdly  hall  itself 
IS  lighted  by  a  nnu  Gothic  window  of  shafted  stone  at 
one  end,  and  is  enteted  by  a  spacious  and  elegant 
staircase,  consisting  of  three  flights  of  stone  steps. 
The  cAterior  ornaments  and  proportions  of  the  ancient 
building  are  also  very  hancfeome ;  but,  being  totally 
unprotected,  this  remnant  of  the  poiAp  and  grandeur 
of  Earls,  who  assumed  the  license  as  weU  as  the  dig- 
nity of  pettv  sovereigns,  is  now  fast  crumbling  to 
decay,  and  nas  sufiered  considerably  siAce  the  dale 
of  our  story. 

^  With  folded  arms  and  downcast  looks  the  pirate 
Cleveland  was  pacing  slowly  the  ruined  hall  which 
we  have  just  described ;  a  place  of  retirement  which 
he  had  probably  chosen  because  it  was  distant  from 
public  resort.  His  dress  was  considerably  altered 
from  that  which  he  usually  wore  i)i  Zetland,  and 
seemed  a  soVt  of  uniform,  richly  laced,  and  exhibiting 
Qo  small  quantity  of  embroidery ;  a  hat  with  a  plume, 
and  a  small  swofd  very  handsomely  mounted,  then 
the  constant  companion  of  everv  one  who  assumed 
(he  rank  of  a  gentleman,  showed  bis  pretensions  to 
that  character.  But  if  his  exterior  was  so  far  im- 
proved, It  seemed  to  be  otherwise  with  his  health  and 
spirits.  He  was  pale,  and  had  lost  both  the  Are  of 
his  eye  and,  the  vivacity  of  his  step,  and  his  whole 
appearance  indicated  melancholv  of  mind,  or  suffer- 
iag  of  body,  or  a  combination  of  both  evils. 

As  Cleveland  thus  paced  these  ancient  ruins,  a 
young  man,  of  a  light  and  slender  form^  whose 
showy  dress  seemed  to  have  been  studied  with  care, 
yet  exhibited  more  extravagance  than  judgment  or 
taste,  whose  manner  was  a  janty  affectation  of  the 
free  and  easy  rake  of  the  penod,  and  the  expression 
of  whose  countenance  was  lively,  with  a  cast  of 
eflrontery,  tripped  up  the  staircase  entered  the  hall, 
and  presented  hiniself  to  Cleveland,  who  merely 
nodded  to  him.  and  pulling  his  hat  deeper  over  his 
brows,  resumed  his  soUtary  and  discontented  prome- 
nade. 

The  stranger  adjusted  his  ovni  hat,  nodded  in  re- 
turn, took  snufi^  with  the  air  of  a  petit  maitre^  from 
a  ricnly  chased  gold  box,  offered  it  to  Cleveland  as 
he  passed,  and  being  repulsed  rather  coldly,  replaced 
the  box  in  his  pocket,  folded  his  arms  in  his  turn, 
and  stood  looking  with  fixed  attention  on  his  mo- 
tions whose  solitude  he  had  interrupted.  At  lengrth 
Cleveland  stopped  short,  as  if  impatient  of  bemg 
longer  the  subject  of  his  observation,  and  said  ab- 
ruptly* "  Why  can  I  not  be  left  alone  for  half  an 
hour,  and  what  the  devil  is  it  that  you  want?" 

"  I  am  glad  you  spoke  first,"  answered  the  stran- 
ger, carelessly ;  "I  was  determined  to  know  whether 
you  were  Clement  Cleveland,  or  Cleveland's  ghost 
and  they  say  ghosts  never  take  the  first  word,  so  I 
now  set  it  down  for  yourself  in  life  and  limb ;  and 
here  is  a  fine  old  hurly-house  you  have  found  out  for 
an  owl  to  hide  himself  in  at  mid-day,  or  a  ghost  to 
revicnt  the  pale  glimpses  of  the  moon,  as  the  divine 
Shakspeare  savs." 

"  Well,  well,"  answered  Cleveland,  abruptly,  "  your 
jest  is  made,  and  now  let  us  have  your  earnest" 

"  In  earnest,  then.  Captain  Cleveland,"  replied  his 
companion,  "  I  think  you  know  me  for  your  friend." 

"  I  am  content  to  suppose  so,"  said  Cleveland.  . 

**  It  is  more  than  supposition,"  ra>lied  the  young 
man ;  "  I  have  proved  it— proved  it  both  here  and 
elsewhere." 

"Well,  well,"  answered  Cleveland,  "I  admit  you 
have  been  always  a  friendly  fellow— and  what  then  7" 

"  Well,  well— and  what  then  T  replied  the  other ; 
"  this  is  but  a  brief  way  of  thanking  folk.  Look  vou, 
Captain,  here  is  Benson,  Barlowe,  Dick  Fletcher, 
and  a  few  others  of  us  who  virished  you  well,  have 
kept  your  old  comrade  Captain  Gofie  in  these  seas 
upon  the  look-out  for  you,  when  he  and  Hawkins, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  ship's  company,  would 
fain  have  been  down  on  the  Spanish  Main,  and  at 
the  old  trade." 

"  And  I  wish  to  God  that  you  had  all  gone  about 


your  business,"  said  Cleveland,  "  and  lefl  tiit  te  my 
fate." 

*^  Which  would  have  been  to  be  inforafied  Against 
and  hanged.  Captain,  the  first  time  that  any  of  these 
Dutch  or  English  rascals,  whom  jrou  have  lightened 
of  their  cargoes,  came  to  set  their  eye4  upon  you ; 
and  no  place  more  likely  to  Aieet  with  fieafaring  men, 
than  in  these  Islands.  And  here,  to  screen  you  from 
such  a  risk,  we  have  been  wasting  our  precious  time, 
till  folk  are  gro^^  very  peery ;  and  when  we  have  no 
more  goods  or  money  to  spend  amongst  them,  the 
fellows  will  be  for  graobing  the  ship." 

"Well,  then,  why  do  you  not  sail  off  without  me?" 
sftid  CleveUna.— "  There  has  been  fau  partition,  and 
all  have  had  their  share— let  all  do  as  they  like.  I 
nave  lost  my  ship,  and  having  been  once  a  Captain, 
I  will  not  go  to  sea  under  command  of  Goffe  or  any 
other  man.  Besidesu  you  Know  well  enough  that 
both  Hawkins  and  ne  bear  me  ill-will  for  keeping 
them  from  sinking  the  Spanish  brig,  vdth  the  poor 
devils  of  negroes  on  board." 

"Why,  v?hat  the  foul  fiend  is  the  matter  with 


tliee?"  said  his  companion;  "Are  you  Clement 
Cleveland,  our  own  old  true-hearted  Clem  of  the 
Cleugh,  and  you  do  talk  of  being  afraid  of  Hawkins 
and  Goffe,  and  a  score  of  such  fellows,  when  you  have 
myself,  and  fiarlowe,  and  Dick  Fletcher  at  your 
back  1  When  was  it  we  deserted  you.  either  in  council 
or  in  fight,  that  you  should  be  afraid  of  our  flinching 
now  7  And  as  for  serving  under  Gofie,  I  hope  it  is  no 
new  thing  for  gentlemen  of  fortune  who  are  going  on 
the  account,  to  change  a  captain  now  and  then  7  Let 
us  alone  for  that,— Coptoin  you  shall  be ;— for  death 
rock  me  asleep  if  I  serve  under  that  fellow  Goffe,  who 
is  OS  very  a  bloodhound  as  ever  sucked  bitch  7— No, 
no,  I  thank  you— my  Captain  must  have  a  Uttle  of 
the  gentleman  about  him,  howsoever.  Besides,  you 
know,  it  was  you,  who  first  dipped  my  hands  in  the 
dirty  water,  and  turned  me  from  a  stroOer  by  land,  to 
a  rover  by  sea." 

"  Alas,  poor  Bunce !"  said  Cleveland,  "you  owe  me 
little  thanks  for  that  service." 

"  That  is  as  you  take  it,"  replied  Bunce ;  "  for  my 
part  I  see  no  harm  in  levying  contributions  on  the 
public  either  one  way  or  t'other.  But  I  wish  you 
would  forget  that  name  of  Bunce,  and  call  mo  Alta- 
mont,  as  1  have  often  desired  you  to  do.  I  hope  a 
gentleman  of  the  roving  trade  has  as  good  a  right 
to  have  an  alias  as  a  struller,  and  I  never  stepped  on 
the  boards  but  what  I  was  Altamont  at  the  least." 

"Well,  then.  Jack  Altamont,"  relied  Cleveland, 
"  since  Altamont  is  the  word" 

"Yes,  but.  Captain.  Jodt  is  not  the  word,  though 
Altamont  be  so.  Jack  Altamqnt  7— why,  'tis  a  velvet 
coat  with  paper  lace— Let  it  be  Frederick,  Captain ; 
Frederick  Altamont  is  all  of  apiece." 

"Frederick  be  it,  then,  with  all  my  heart,"  said 
Cleveland :  "  and  pray  tell  me,  which  of  your  names 
will  sound  best  at  the  head  of  the  Last  Speech,  Con- 
fession, and  Dying  Words  of  John  Bunce,  alias  Frede- 
rick Altamont,  who  was  this  morning  hanged  at  Exe- 
cution-dock, for  the  crime  of  Piracy  upon  the  High 
Seas  7" 

"Faith  I  cannot  answer  that  question,  without 
another  can  of  grog.  Captain ;  so  if^you  will  go  down 
with  me  to  Bet  Haldane  s  on  the  quay.  I  will  bestow 
some  thought  on  the  matter,  with  the  help  of  a  right 
pipe  of  Tnnidado.  We  will  have  the  gallon  bowl 
fifled  with  the  best  stufi*  you  ever  tasted,  and  I  know 
some  smart  wenches  who  will  help  us  to  drain  it 
But  you  shake  your  head— you're  not  i'  the_  vein  7— 
Well,  then,  I  will  stay  with  you;  for  by  this  hand, 
Clem^  you  shift  me  not  off.  Only  I  will  ferret  you  out 
of  thiis  burrow  of  old  stonea  ana  carry  you  into  sun- 
shine and  fair  air.— Where  snail  we  go  7" 

"  Where  you  will"  said  CleveUnd,  so  that  you  keen 
out  of  the  way  of  our  own  rascals,  and  all  otheni'* 

"  Why.  then,"  replied  Bunce^  "you  and  I  will  go  ii  • 
to  the  Hill  of  Whitford,  wiiich  overlooks  the  to\i  a 
and  walk  together  as  gravely  and  honestly  as  a  pi  ii 
of  well-employed  attomeya 

As  they  proceeded  to  leave  the  ruinous  castle,  Bunf  e, 
turning  oack  to  look  at  it,  thus  addressed  his  com- 
panion : 
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**  Hark  ye,  Captain,  dost  tbou  know  who  last  in- 
habited this  old  cockloft  ?" 

"  An  Earl  of  the  Orkneys,  they  say,"  replied  Cleve- 
land. 

^'And  are  you  avised  what  death  he  died  of?" 
said  Bunce;  "ibr  I  have  heard  that  it  was  of  a  tight 
neck-collar— a  hempen  fever,  or  the  like." 

"Thepeople  here  do  say,"  replied  Cleveland,  "that 
his  Lordship,  some  hundred  years  a^o,  had  the  mis- 
hap to  become  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  a  loop 
and  a  leap  in  the  air." 

"  Why,  la  ye  there  now !"  said  Bunce;  "  there  was 
some  credit  in  being  hanged  in  those  days,  and  in 
such  worshipful  company.  And  what  might  his  lord- 
ship have  done  to  deserve  such  promotion?' 

Plundered  ihe  liege  subjects,  they  say,"  replied 
Cleveland ;  "  slain  and  wounded  them,  fired  upon  his 
Majesty's  nag,  and  so  forth." 

"  Near  akin  to  a  gentleman  rover,  then,"  said  Bunce, 
making  a  theatrical  bow  towards  the  old  building ; 
"  and,  therefore^  my  most  potent,  grave,  and  reverend 
Signior  Earl,  I  crave  leave  to  call  you  my  loving 
cousin,  and  bid  you  most  heartily  adieu.  I  leave  you 
in  the  good  company  of  rats  and  mice,  and  so  forth, 
and  I  carry  witn  me  an  honest  gentleman,  whp, 
having  of  late  had  no  more  heart  than  a  mouse,  is 
now  desirous  to  run  away  from  his  profession  and 
friends  like  a  rat,  and  would  therefore  be  a  most 
fitting  denizen  of  your  Earlship's  palace." 

"I  would  advise  you  not  to  speak  so  loud,  my  good 
friend  Frpderick  Altamoni,  or  John  Bunce,"  said 
Cleveland;  "  when  you  were  on  the  stage,  you  might 
safely  rant  as  loud  as  you  listed ;  but,  in  your  present 
profession,  of  which  you  are  so  fond,  every  man 
speaks  under  correction  of  the  yard-arm,  and  a  run- 
ning noose." 

The  comrades  left  the  little  town  of  Kirkwall  in 
silence,  and  ascended  the  Hill  of  Whitford,  which 
raises  its  brow  of  dark  heath,  uninterrupted  by  en- 
closures or  cidtivation  of  any  kind,  to  the  northward 
of  the  ancient  Burgh  of  Samt  Magnus.  The  plain 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  was  already  occupied  by  num- 
bers of  persons  who  were  engaged  in  making  prepa- 
rations for  the  Fair  of  Saint  011a,  to  be  held  upon  the 
ensuing  day,  and  which  forms  a  general  rendezvous 
to  all  the  neighbouring  islands  of  Orkney,  and  is  even 
freauented  by  many  persons  from  the  more  distant 
archipelago  of  Zetland.  It  is,  in  the  words  of  the 
Proclamation,  "a  free  Mercat  and  Fair,  holden  at 
the  good  Bur^  of  Kirkwall  on  the  third  of  August, 
being  Saint  OTIa's  day,"  and  continuing  for  an  indefi- 
nite space  thereafter,  extending  fix>m  three  days  to  a 
week,  and  upwards.  The  fair  is  of  great  antiquity, 
and  derives  its  name  from  Olaus,  Olave,  Ollaw,  the 
celebrated  Monarch  of  Norway,  who,  rather  by  the 
edge  of  his  sword  than  any  milder  argument,  intro- 
duced Christianity  into  those  isles,  and  was  respected 
as  the  patron  of  Kirkwall  some  time  before  he  shared 
that  honour  with  Saint  Magnus  the  Martyr. 

It  was  no  part  of  Cleveland's  purpose  to  mingle  in 
the  busy  scene  which  was  here  going  on  ;  and,  turn- 
ing their  route  to  the  left,  they  soon  ascended  into 
undisturbed  solitude,  save  where  the  grouse,  more 
plentiful  in  Orkney,  perhaps,  than  in  any  other  pan 
of  the  British  dominions,  rose  in  covey,  and  went  off 
before  them.*  Having  continued  to  ascend  till  they 
had  well  nigh  reached  the  summit  of  the  conical  hill, 
both  turned  round,  as  with  one  consent,  to  look  at 
and  admire  the  prospect  beneath. 

The  lively  bustle  which  extended  between  the  foot 
of  the  hill  and  the  town,  gave  life  and  variety  to  that 
part  of  the  scene :  then  was  seen  the  town  itself,  out 
of  which  arose,  like  a  great  mass,  superior  in  propor- 
tion as  it  seemed  to  the  whole  burgh,  the  ancient 
Cathedral  of  Saint  Magnus,  of  the  heaviest  order  of 
Gothic  architecture,  but  grand,  solemn,  and.  stately, 
the  work  of  a  distant  age,  and  of  a  powerful  hand. 
The  quay,  with  the  shipping,  lent  additional  vivacity 
to  the  scene ;  and  not  only  the  whole  beautiful  bay, 
which  Ues  betwixt  the  promontories  of  Inganess  and 

*  It  is  Tery  cnriotM  that  the  ctoum,  plenty  in  Orkney  as  the 
text  declare*,  •hoald  be  totally  unknown  in  the  neighbouring 
archipelaip  of  ZeUand,  which  it  only  about  sixty  miles  distance, 
with  the  Fair  Isle  as  a  step  between. 


Quantemess,  at  the  bottom  of  which  Kirkwall  is 
situated,  but  all  the  sea,  so  far  as  visible,  and  in  par- 
ticular the  whole  strait  betwixt  the  island  of  Sha- 
pinsha  and  that  called  Pomona,  or  the  Mainland, 
was  covered  and  enlivened  by  a  variety  of  boats  and 
small  vessels,  freighted  from  disunt  islands  to  con- 
vey passengers  or  merchandise  to  the  Fair  of  Saint 
011a. 

Having  attained  the  point  by  which  thb  fair  and 
busy  prospect  was  most  completely  commanded, 
eacn  of  the  strangers,  in  seaman  fashion,  had  re- 
course to  his  spy-glass,  to  assist  the  naked  eye  in 
considering  the  bay  of  Kirkwall,  and  the  numerous 
vessels  by  which  it  was  traversed.  But  the  attention 
of  the  two  companions  seemed  to  be  arrested  by  dif- 
ferent objects.  That  of  Bunce,  or  Altamont,  as  he 
chose  to  call  himself,  was  riveted  to  the  armed  sloopi 
where,  conspicuous  by  her  square  rigging  and  length 
of  beam,  wiih  the  English  jack  and  pennon,  which 
they  had  the  precaution  to  keep  flying,  she  lay  among 
the  merchant  Vessels,  as  distinguished  from  them  by 
the  trim  neatness  of  her  appearance,  as  a  trained 
soldier  amongst  a  crowd  of  clowns. 

"Yonder  she  lies,"  said  Bunce;  "I  wish  to  God 
she  was  in  the  bay  of  Honduras— you  Captain,  on 
the  quarter-deck,  I  your  lieutenant,  and    Fletcher 

fuarter-master,  and  fifty  stout  fellows  under  iii-- 
should  not  wish  to  see  these  blasted  heaths  and 
rocks  again  for  a  while!— And  Captain  you  shall 
soon  be.  The  old  brute  Goffe  geU  as  drunk  as  a 
lord  every  day,  swaggers,  and  shoots,  and  cuti 
among  the  crew ;  andToesides.  he  has  quarrelled  with 
the  people  here  so  damnably,  that  they  will  scarce  let 
water  or  provisions  go  on  board  of  us,  and  we  ex- 
pect an  open  breach  every  day." 

As  Bunce  received  no  answer,  he  turned  abort 
round  on  his  companion,  and,  perceiving  his  atten- 
tion otherwise  engaged,  exclaimed,—"  What  the  aevu 
is  the  matter  with  you?  or  what  can  you  see  ra  all 
that  trumpery  small-craft,  which  is  only  loaded  with 
stock-fish,  and  ling,  and  smoked  geese,  and  tubs  of 
butter  that  is  worse  than  tallow  7— the  cargoes  of  the 
whole  lumped  together  would  not  be  worth  the  flash 
of  a  pistol.— No.  no,  give  me  such  a  chase  as  we 
might  see  from  the  mast-head  off  the  island  of  Trim- 
dado.  Your  Don,  rolling  as  deep  in  the  water  as  a 
grampus,  deep-loaden  with  ram,  sugar,  and  bales  o£ 
tobacco,  and  all  the  rest  ingots,  moidores,  and  gold 
dust ;  then  set  all  sail,  clear  the  deck,  sund  to  quar- 
ters, up  with  the  Jolly  Roger*— we  near  her— we 
make  her  out  to  be  well  manned  and  armed" 

"  Twenty  guns  on  her  lower  deck,"  said  Cleveland. 

"Forty,  iiyou  will,"  retorted  Bunce,  "  and  we  have 
but  ten  mounted— nevermind.  The  Don  blazes  away 
—never  mind  yet,  my  brave  lads— run  her  alongside, 
and  on  board  with  you— to  work,  with  your  grena- 
does,  your  cutlasses,  pole-axes,  and  pistols— The 
Don  cries  Misericordia,  and  we  share  the  cargo  with- 
out CO  licencio.  Seignior  P* 

"By  my  fa«h  "  said  Cleveland,  "thou  takest  bo 
kindly  to  the  trade,  that  all  the  world  may  see  that  no 
honest  man  was  spoiled  when  you  were  made  a 
pirate.  But  you  shall  not  prevail  on  me  to  go  farther 
in  the  devil's  road  with  you ;  for  you  know  yourself 
that  what  is  got  over  his  back  is  spent— you  wot  bow. 
In  a  week,  or  a  month  at  roost,  the  ram  nnd  the 
sugar  are  out^  the  bales  of  tobacco  have  become 
smoke,  the  moidores,  ingots,  and  gold  dust,  have  got 
out  of  our  hands,  into  those  of  the  quiet,  honest, 
conscientious  folks,  who  dwell  at  Port  Royal  and 
elsewhere — wink  hard  on  our  trade  as  long  as  we 
have  money,  but  not  a  jot  beyond.  Then  we  have 
cold  looks,  and  it  may  be  a  hint  is  given  to  the  Judge 
Marshal;  for  when  our  pockets  are  worth  nothing, 
our  honest  friends  rather  than  want,  will  make 
money  upon  our  heads.  Then  comes  a  high  gallows 
and  a  short  halter,  and  so  dies  the  Gentleman  Rover. 
I  tell  thee,  I  will  leave  this  trade ;  and  when  I  turn  my 
glass  fVom  one  of  these  barks  and  boats  to  another, 
there  is  not  the  worst  of  them  which  I  would  not 
row  for  life,  rather  than  continue  to  be  what  I  have 

*  Tlie  pirates  gave  this  name  to  the  black  flag,  which,  with 
msny  horrible  devices  to  enhance  its  terrors,  was  their  fkroonto 

mn*ign. 
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been.  These  poor  men  make  the  sea  a  meaas  of 
honest  livelihood  and  friendly  communication  be- 
tween shore  and  shore,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants ;  but  we  have  made  it  a  road  to  the  ruin  of 
others,  and  to  our  own  destruction  here  and  in  eter- 
nity.— I  am  determined  to  turn  honest  man,  and  use 
this  life  no  longer!" ' 

**And  where  will  your  honesty  take  up  its  abode, 
if  it  please  vou  ?"  said  Bunce.— "  You  have  broken 
the  laws  of  every  nation,  and  the  hand  of  the  law 
will  detect  and  crush  you  wherever  you  may  take  re- 
fu£;e. — Cleveland,  I  speak  to  you  more  seriously  than 
I  ann  wont  to  do.  I  have  had  my  reflections,  too : 
and  they  have  been  bad  enough,  though  they  lasted 
but  a  few  minutes,  to  spoil  me  weeks  of  joviality. 
But  here  is  the  matter,— what  can  we  do  but  go  on  as 
we  have  done,  unless  we  have  a  direct  purpose  of 
adorning  the  yard-arm  ?" 

"  We  may  claim  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation  to 
those  of  our  sort  who  come  in  and  surrender,"  said 
Cleveland. 

"Umph!"  answered  his  companion,  dryly;  "the 
date  of  that  day  of  grace  has  been  for  some  time  over, 
and  they  may  take  the  penalty  or  ffrant  the  pardon  at 
their  pleasure.  Were  I  you,  I  would  not  put  my  neck 
in  alien  a  venture." 

**  Why.  others  have  been  admitted  but  lately  to  fa- 
vour, ana  why  should  not  I T'  said  Cleveland. 

**Ay,"  replied  his  associate,  "Hany  Glasby  and 
some  others  have  been  spared  ;  but  Glasby  did  what 
was  called  good  service,  in  betraying  his  comrades, 
and  retaking  the  Jolly  Fortune  ;  and  that  I  think  you 
would  scorn,  even  to  be  revenged  of  the  brute  Gofie 
yonder." 

*'  I  would  die  a  thousand  dmes  sooner,"  said  Cleve- 
land. 

"I will  be  sworn  for  it,"  said  Bunce;  "and  the 
others  were  forecastle  fellows— oetty  larceny  rogues, 
scarce  worth  the  hemp  it  would  have  cost  to  hang 
them.  But  your  name  has  stood  too  high  amongst 
the  gentlemen  of  fortune  for  you  to  get  off  so  easily. 
Voa  are  the  prime  buck  of  the  herd,  and  will  be  mark- 
ed accordingly." 

"And  why  so,  I  pray,  you  ?"  said  Cleveland ;  "you 
know  well  enough  my  aim,  Jack." 

"  Frederick,  if  you  please,"  said  Bunce. 

"  The  devil  take  your  folly  !— Prithee  keep  thy  wit, 
and  let  us  be  grave  for  a  moment." 

**  For  a  moment— be  it  so,"  said  Bunce ;  "  but  I 
feel  the  spirit  of  Altamont  coming  fast  upon  me,— I 
have  been  a  grave  man  for  ten  mmutes  already." 

*•  Be  so  then  for  a  Uttle  longer,"  said  Cleveland ;  "  I 
know.  Jack,  that  you  really  love  me;  and,  since  we 
have  come  thus  far  in  this  talk,  I  will  trust  you  entirely. 
Now  tell  me,  why  should  I  be  refused  the  benefit  of 
this  gracious  proclamation  ?  I  have  borne  a  rough 
outsider  as  thou  knowest ;  but,  in  time  of  need,  I  can 
show  the  numbers  of  lives  which  I  have  been  the 
means  of  saving,  the  property  which  I  have  restored 
to  those  who  owned  it,  when,  without  my  intercession, 
it  would  have  been  wantonly  destroyed.  In  short, 
Bunce,  I  can  show" 

"  That  you  were  as  gentle  a  thief  as  Robin  Hood 
himself'  said  Bunce ; "  and,  for  that  reason,  I,  Fletch- 
er, and  the  better  sort  among  us,  love  you,  as  one  who 
saves  the  character  of  us  Gentlemen  Bio  vers  from 
utter  reprobation.— Well,  suppose  your  pardon  made 
out,  what  are  you  to  do  next  7— what  class  in  society 
will  receive  you?— with  whom  will  you  associate? 
Old  Drake,  in  Queen  Bess's  time,  could  plunder  Peru 
and  Mexico  without  a  line  of  commission  to  show  for 
it,  and,  blessed  be  her  memory !  he  was  knighted  for 
it  on  his  return.  And  there  was  Hal  Morgan,  the 
Welshman,  nearer  our  tune,  in  the  days  of  merry  filing 
Charles,  brought  all  his  gettings  home,  had  his  estate 
and  his  country-house,  and  who  but  he  ?  But  that  is 
all  ended  now— once  a  pirate,  and  an  outcast  for  ever. 
The  poor  devil  may  go  and  live,  shunned  and  despised 
by  every  one,  in  some  obscure  seaport,  with  such  part 
Of  his  guilty  earnings  as  courders  and  clerks  leave 
him— for  pardons  do  not  pass  the  seals  for  nothing;— 
and,  when  he  takes  his  walk  along  the  pier,  if  a  stran- 
ger asks,  who  is  the  down-looking,  swarthy,  melan- 
choly man,  for  whom  all  make  way,  as  if  he  brought 


the  plague  in  his  person,  the  answer  shall  be,  that  is 
such  a  one,  the  pardoned  pirate !— No  honest  man  will 
speak  to  him,  no  woman  of  repute  will  give  him  her 
hand." 

"  Vour  picture  is  too  highly  coloured  Jack,"  said 
Cleveland,  suddenly  interrupting  his  friend:  "there 
are  women— there  is  one  at  least,  that  would  be  true 
to  her  lover,  even  if  he  were  what  you  have  described." 

Bunce  was  silent  for  a  space,  and  looked  fixedly  at 
his  friend.    "  By  mv  soul  V'  he  said,  at  length,  "  1  be- 

f'n  to  think  myseu  a  conjurer.  Unlikely  as  itall  was, 
could  not  help  suspecting  from  the  beginning  that 
there  was  a  girl  in  the  case.  Why,  this  is  worse  than 
Prince  Volscius  in  love,  ha !  ha !  na  I" 

"Laugh  as  you  will,"  said  Cleveland,  "it  is  true;— 
there  is  a  maiden  who  is  contented  to  love  me,  pirate 
as  I  am :  and  I  will  fairly  own  to  you,  Jack,  that, 
though  I  have  often  at  times  detested  our  roving  liva 
and  myself  for  following  it,  yet  I  doubt  if  I  could 
have  found  resolution  to  make  the  break  which  I  have 
now  resolved  on,  but  for  her  sake." 

"Why,  then,  God-a-mercy!"  replied  Bunce,  "there 
is  no  speaking  sense  to  a  madman :  and  love  in  one 
of  our  trade.  Captain,  is  little  better  than  lunacy.  The 
girl  must  be  a  rare  creature,  for  a  wise  man  to  risk 
hanging  for  her.  But,  harkye,  may  she  not  be  a  little 
touched,  as  well  as  yourself  7— and  is  it  not  sympathy 
that  has  done  it  7  She  cannot  be  one  of  our  ordinary 
cockatrices,  but  a  girl  of  conduct  and  character." 

"  Both  are  as  undoubted  as  that  she  is  the  most 
beautiful  and  bewitching  creature  whom  the  eye  ever 
opened  upon,"  answered  Cleveland. 

"And  she  loves  thee,  knowing  thee,  most  noble 
Captain,  to  be  a  commander  among  those  gentlemen 
of  fortune,  whom  the  vulgar  call  pirates  T' 

"  Even  80—1  am  assured  of  it,"  said  Cleveland. 

"  Why,  then,"  answered  Bunce,  "  she  is  either  mad 
in  good  earnest,  as  I  said  before,  or  she  does  not  know 
what  a  pirate  is." 

"  You  are  right  in  tlie  last  point,"  replied  Cleveland. 
"  She  has  been  bred  in  sucn  remote  simplicity,  and 
utter  ignorance  of  what  is  evil  that  she  compares  our 
occupation  with  that  of  the  old  Norsemen,  wno  swept 
sea  and  haven  %vith  their  victorious  galleys,  establish- 
ed colonies,  conquered  coimtries,  and  took  the  name 
of  Sea-Kings." 

"  And  a  better  one  it  is  than  that  of  pirate,  and 
comes  much  to  the  same  purpose.  I  dare  say,  said 
Bunce.  "  But  this  must  be  a  metded  wench !— why 
did  you  not  bring  her  aboard  7  methinks  it  was  pity  to 
baulk  her  fancy. 

"  And  do  you  think,"  said  Cleveland, ."  that  I  could 
so  utterly  Play  the  part  of  a  fallen  spirit  as  to  avail 
myself  of  her  enthusiastic  error,  and  bring  an  angel  of 
beauty  and  innocence  acquainted  with  such  a  hell  as 
exists  on  board  of  yonder  infernal  ship  of  ours?— I 
tell  you,  my  friend,  that,  were  all  my  former  sins 
doubled  in  weight  and  in  dye,  such  a  villany  would 
have  outglared  and  outweighed  them  all." 

"  Why,  then.  Captain  Cleveland,"  said  his  confi- 
dent, "  methinks  it  was  but  a  fool's  part  to  come 
hither  at  all.  The  news  must  one  day  have  gone 
abroad^  that  the  celebrated  pirate  Captain  Cleveland, 
with  his  good  sloop  the  Revenue,  had  been  lost  on 
the  Mainland  of  Zetland,  and  all  hands  perished :  so 
you  would  have  remained  hid  both  from  friend  and 
enemy,  and  might  have  married  your  pretty  Zet- 
lander,  and  converted  your  sash  and  scarfinto  fishing- 
nets,  and  your  cutlass  into  a  harpoon,  and  swept  the 
seas  for  fish  instead  of  florins." 

"And  so  I  had  determined,"  said  the  Captain; 
"but  a  Jagger.  as  they  call  them  here,  Uke  a  meddling^ 
peddling  truer  as  he  is,  brought  down  intelligence  to 
ZeUana  of  your  lying  here,  and  I  was  fain  to  set  ofE 
to  see  if  you  were  the  consort  of  whom  I  had  told 
them,  long  before  I  thought  of  leaving  the  roving 
trade."  ,     , 

"Ay,"  said  Bunce.  "and  so  far  you  judged  welL 
For,  as  you  had  heaid  of  our  being  at  Kirkwall,  so  we 
should  have  soon  learned  that  you  were  at  Zetland : 
and  some  of  us  for  friendship,  some  for  hatred,  and 
some  for  fear  of  your  playing  Harry  Glasby  upon  us, 
would  have  come  down  for  the  purpose  of  getting  you 
into  our  company  again." 
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"I  BUpected  as  much,'^  raid  the  Captain.  " and 
therefore  was  fain  to  decline  the  courteous  oner  of  a 
fiiend,  who  proposed  to  bring  me  here  about  this  time. 
Besid^  Jack,  I  recollected,  that,  as  you  say,  my  par- 
don will  not  pass  the  seals  without  money,  my  own 
was  waxing  low— no  wonder,  thou  knowest  I  was 
never  a  churl  of  it— And  so" 

"And  so  you  came  for  your  share  of  the  cobs?" 
replied  his  friend— "It  was  wisely  done;  and  we 
shared  honourably— so  far  Goffe  has  acted  up  to  arti- 
cles, it  must  be  allowed.  But  keep  your  purpose  of 
leaving  him  close  in  your  breast,  for  I  dread  his  play- 
ing you  some  dog's  trick  or  other;  for  he  ccriainly 
thought  himself  sure  of  your  share,  and  will  hardly 
fora;ive  your  coming  alive  to  disappoint  him." 

I  fear  him  not?'  said  Cleveland,  "  and  he  knows 
that  well.  I  would  I  were  as  well  clear  of  the  con- 
sequences of  having  been  his  comrade,  as  I  hold  my- 
self to  be  of  all  those  which  may  attend  bis  ill-will. 
Another  unhappy  job  I  may  be  troubled  with— I  hurt 
a  young  fellow,  who  has  been  my  plague  for  some 
time,  in  an  unhappy  brawl  that  chanbed  the  morning 
I  left  Zetland." 

"Is  he  dead  7"  asked  Bunce :  "  It  is  a  more  serious 
question  here,  than  it  would  be  on  the  Grand  Cai- 
mains  or  the  Bahama  Isles,  where  a  brace  or  two  of 
fellows  may  be  shot  in  a  morning,  and  no  more  heard 
of,  or  asked  about  them,  than  if  they  were  so  many 
wood-pigeons.  But  here  it  may  be  otherwise;  so  I 
hope  you  have  not  made  your  fnend  immortal.' 

''  I  hope  not,"  said  the  Captain,  "  though  my  anger 
has  been  fatal  to  those  who  have  given  me  less  pro- 
vocation. To  say  the  truth^  I  was  sorry  for  the  lad 
notwithstanding,  and  especially  as  I  was  forced  to 
leave  him  in  mad  keeping." 

"In  mad  keeping  1"  said  Bunoe;  "why,  what 
means  that  7" 

"  You  shall  hear,"  replied  his  friend.  "  In  the  first 
place,  you  are  to  know,  this  joung  roan  came  sud- 
denly on  me  while  I  was  trying  to  gain  Minna's  ear 
for  a  private  interview  before  I  set  sail,  that  I  might 
explain  my  pufpoee  to  her.  Now,  to  be  broken  in  on 
by  the  accursed  rudeness  of  this  young  fellow  at  such 
a  moment" ■ 

"The  interruption  deserved  death,"  said  Bunce, 
"by  all  the  laws  of  love  and  honour  I'' 

"A  truce  with  your  ends  of  plavs,  Jack,  and  listen 
one  moment— The  brisk  youth  thought  proper  to  re- 
tort, when  I  commanded  nim  to  be  gone.  I  am  not, 
thou  knowest,  very  patient,  and  enforced  my  com- 
mands with  a  blow,  which  he  returned  as  roundly. 
We  struggled,  till  I  became  desirous  that  we  should 
part  at  any  rate,  which  I  could  only  effect  by  a  stroke 
of  my  poniard,  which,  according  to  old  use,  I  have, 
thou  Knowest,  always  about  me.  I  bad  scarce  done 
this  when  I  repented ;  but  there  was  no  time  to  think 
of  any  thing  save  escape  and  concealment,  for,  if  the 
house  rose  on  me,  I  was  lost ;  as  the  fiery  old  man, 
who  is  head  of  the  family,  would  have  done  iustice  on 
me  had  I  been  his  brotber.  I  took  the  body  hastily 
on  my  shoulders  to  carry  it  down  to  the  sea-shore, 
with  the  purpose  of  throwing  it  into  a  rira^  as  they 
call  them,  or  chasm  of  great  depth,  where  it  would 
have  been  long  enough  in  being  discovered.  This 
done,  I  intended  to  jump  into  the  boat  which  I  had 
lyingready,  and  set  sail  for  Kirkwall.  But,  as  I  was 
walking  hastily  towards  the  beach  with  my  harden, 
the  poor  young  fellow  groaned,  and  so  apprised  me 
that  the  wound  had  not  been  instantly  fatal.  I  was 
by  this  time  well  concealed  amongst  the  rocks,  and, 
far  from  desiring  to  complete  my  crime^  I  laid  the 
young  man  on  the  ground,  and  was  doing  what  I 
could  to  stanch  the  blood,  when  suddenly  an  old  wo- 
man stood  before  me.  She  was  a  person  whom  I 
had  frequently  seen  while  in  Zetland,  and  to  whom 
they  ascribe  the  character  of  a  sorceress,  or.  as  the 
negroes  say,  an  Obi  woman.  She  demanded  the 
wounded  man  of  me,  and  I  was  too  much  pressed  for 
time  to  hesitate  in  complying  with  her  request.  More 
she  was  about  to  say  to  me,  when  we  heard  the  voice 
of  a  siUy  old  man,  belonging  to  the  family,  singing  at 
some  distance.  She  then  pressed  her  finger  on  ner 
liD  as  a  sien  of  secrecy,  whistled  very  low,  and  a 
shapeless,  deformed  brute  of  a  dwarf  coming  to  her 


assistance,  they  carried  the  womided  man  into  one  of 
the  caverns  with  which  the  place  abounds,  and  I  got 
to  my  boat  and  to  sea  with  all  expedition.  If  that  oU 
hag  be,  as  they  say,,  connected  with  the  King  of  the 
Air,  she  favoured  me  that  morning  with  a  turn  of  her 
calling;  for  not  even  the  West  Indian  tornadoes, 
which  we  have  weathered  together,  made  a  wilder 
racket  than  the  souall  that  drove  me  so  far  out  of  oiff 
course,  that,  without  a  pocket-compass,  which  I 
chanced  to  have  about  me!  I  should  never  have  reco- 
vered the  Fair  Isle,  for  which  we  run,  and  where  I 
found  a  brig  which  brought  me  to  this  place.  But, 
whether  the  old  woman  meant  me  weal  or  wo,  here 
we  came  at  length  in  safety  from  the  sea,  and  here 
I  remain  in  doubts  and  difl^culties  of  more  kinds  than 
one." 

"O,  the  devil  take  the  Sumburgh-hcad,"  Nid 
Bunce,  "  or  whatever  they  call  the  rock  that  you 
knocked  our  clever  little  Revenge  against  f 

"  Do  not  say  /  knocked  her  on  the  rock,"  said 
Cleveland ;  "  have  I  not  told  you  fifty  tiroes,  if  the 
cowards  had  not  taken  to  their  ooat,  though  I  showed 
them  the  danger,  and  told  them  they  would  &U  be 
swamped,  which  happened  the  instant  they  cast  off 
the  painter,  she  would  have  been  afloat  at  this 
moment?  Had  they  stood  by  me  and  the  ship,  theff 
lives  would  have  been  saved ;  had  I  gone  with  them, 
mine  would  have  been  lost ;  who  can  say  which  is 
for  the  best?" 

"Well,"  replied  his  friend,  "I  know  your  case 
now,  and  can  the  better  help  and  advise.  I  vill  be 
true  to  you^  Clement,  as  the  blade  to  the  hilt;  but 
I  cannot  think  that  you  should  leave  us.  As  the  old 
Scottish  song  says,  ^Wae's  my  heart  that  we  should 
sunder !'— But  come,  you  will  aboard  with  us  to-diy, 
at  any  rate?" 

"  I  have  no  other  place  of  refuge,"  said  ClevelaQd, 
with  a  sigh. 

"  He  then  once  more  ran  his  eyes  over  the  bar, 
directing  his  spy-glass  upon  several  of  the  veasoi 
which  traversed  its  surface,  in  hopes,  doobtles&  of 
discerning  the  vessel  of  Magnus  Troil,  and  then 
followed  his  companion  down  the  hill  in  silence. 
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t  strive  like  to  the  venel  in  the  tide-w«j, 
Wlijch,  lacking  fkTottring  breeze,  halh  not  the  power 
To  ttem  the  iwwernil  current— Even  eo, 
Retolving  daily  to  forwke  my  vtcee. 
Habit*,  strotiff  circumetanoe.  renew'd  temptatioa, 
Bweep  me  to  Ma  again.-O  heavenly  breath. 
Fill  thou  my  uilfl,  and  aid  the  feeble  vesKl. 
Which  ne'er  can  reach  the  bleaved  port  without  tbeet 

'TUOddivkenEtmmH. 

Clstelakd,  with  his  fiiend  Bunce,  descended  the 
hill  for  a  time  in  silence,  until  at  length  the  latter  ^^ 
newed  their  conversation. 

"  You  have  taken  this  fellow's  wound  more  oo 
our   conscience   than  you  need,  Captain— I  hate 

nown  you  do  more  and  think  less  on't" 

"  Not  on  such  slight  provocation,  JacL"  replied 
Cleveland.  "  Besides,  the  lad  saved  my  life ;  and, 
say  that  I  requited  him  the  favour,  still  we  should  oot 
have  met  on  such  evil  terms ;  but  I  trust  that  he  niy 
receive  aid  from  that  woman,  who  has  certainly 
strange  skill  in  simples.'^ 

,"  And  over  simpletons.  Captain,"  said  his  firieod, 
"  in  which  class  I  must  e'en  put  you  down,  if  f-j^ 
think  more  on  this  subject.  That  you  should  be 
made  a  fool  of  by  a  yoimg  woman,  why  it  is  many 
an  honest  man's  case  r-but  to  puxzle  yoor  pai« 
about  the  mummeries  of  an  old  one^  is  far  too  great  i 
folly  to  indulge  a  friend  in.  Talk  to  me  of  ytwr 
Minna,  since  yon  so  call  her.  as  much  as  voawill; 
but  you  have  no  title  to  trouble  your  faithful  fquii*- 
errant  with  your  old  mumping  magician.  And  now 
here  we  are  once  more  amongst  the  noothsand  ten» 
which  these  good  folk  are  pitching— let  us  l<wM[!° 
see  whether  we  may  not  find  some  fun  and  now 
amongst  them.  In  merry  Enf^and,  now,  you  wouM 
have  seen,  on  such  an  occasion,  two  or  three  baw» 
of  strollers,  as  many  fire-eaters  and  conjurers,  ai 
many  shows  of  wild  beasts;  but,  amongst  these  gjaw 
folk,  there  is  nothing  but  what  savours  of  busMMS* 
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and  of  commodity —no^not  so  much  as  a  single  squall 
from  my  merry  gossin  Punch  and  his  rib  Joan." 

As  Bunce  thus  spoice,  Cleveland  cast  his  eyes  on 
some  very  gay  clothes,  which  with  other  articles, 
hung  out  upon  one  of  the  booths,  that  had  a  good 
deal  more  of  ornament  and  exterior  decoration  than 
the  rest.  There  was  in  front  a  small  sign  of  canvass 
painted,  announcing  the  variety  of  goods  which  the 
owner  of  the  booth,  Bryce  Snailsfoot,  had  on  sale, 
and  the  reasonable  prices  at  which  he  proposed  to 
offer  them  to  the  public.  For  the  further  gratifi- 
cation of  the  spectator,  the  sign  bore  on  the  opposite 
side  an  emblematic  device,  resembling  our  first 
parents  in  their  vegetable  garments,  with  this  le- 
gend— 

"  Poor  nonera  whom  the  nmkt  d«ceivw, 
Are  thin  to  corer  them  wiU>  lesree. 
Zetland  hath  no  leaves,  'tii  true, 
Bocaiuo  that  treoa  are  noae,  or  few  ; 

Bat  we  liaT*  ilax  and  taita  of  woo*. 
For  linen  cloth  and  wadroaal  blue : 
And  we  have  many  of  foreifn  knackii 
Of  finer  waft,  than  woo'  or  flax. 
Ye  sallantr  Lambmas  lads,*  appear, 
And  brinf  roar  Lambroaa  aitter*  here, 
Brjrce  Soailafoot  ipaies  not  coet  orearc. 
To  pleoBore  every  cenUe  pair." 

While  Cleveland  was  perusing  these  goodly  rhymes, 
which  brought  to  his  mind  Claud  Halcro,  to  whom, 
as  the  poet  laureate  of  the  island,  ready  with  his 
talent  alike  in  the  service  of  the  great  ana  small,  they 
probably  owed^  their  origin,  the  worthy  proprietor  of 
the  booth,  having  cast  his  eye  upon  him,  b^n  with 
hasty  and  trembling  hand  to  remove  some  of  the  gar- 
ments, which,  as  the  sale  did  not  commence  till  the 
ensuing  day,  he  had  exposed  either  for  the  purpose  of 
airing  them,  or  to  excite  the  admiration  of  the  spec- 
tators. 

"Bv  my  word.  Captain,"  whispered  Bunce  to 
Cleveland,  "you  must  have  had  that  fellow  under 
your  clutches  one  day,  and  he  remembers  one  gripe 
of  yonr  talons,  and  fears  another.  See  how  fast  he 
is  packing  his  wares  out  of  sight,  so  soon  as  he  set 
eyes  on  you  T* 

"J^  wares!"  said  CJlevelandL  on  looking  more 
attentively  at  his  proceedings;  "  By  Heaven,  tney  are 
my  clothes  which  I  left  in  a  chest  at  Jarlshof  when 
the  Revenge  was  lost  there— Why,  Bryce  Snailsfoot, 
thou  thieC  dog,  and  v'dlain,  what  means  this?  Have 
you  not  made  enough  of  us  by  cheap  buving  and  dear 
Helling,  that  you  have  seized  on  my  trunk  and  wearing 
apparel  V 

Bryce  Snailsfoot,  who  probnblv'  would  otherwise 
not  have  been  willing  to  see  his  friend  the  Captain, 
was  now  by  the  vivacity  of  his  attack  obliged  to  pay 
attention  to  him.  He  first  whispered  to  his  little  fool- 
page,  by  whom,  as  we  have  already  noticed,  he  was 
usually  attended,  "Run  to  the  town  council- house, 
jarto,  and  tell  the  provost  and  bailies  they  maun 
send  some  of  their  officers  speedily,  for  here  is  like  to 
b3  wild  wark  in  the  fair." 

So  having  said,  and  having  seconded  his  commands 
by  a  push  on  the  shoulder  of  his  messenger,  which 
Hcnt  him  spinning;  out  of  the  shop  as  fast  as  heels 
could  carry  nim,  Bryce  Snailsfoot  turned  to  his  old 
ncnuaintance,  and,  with  that  amplification  of  words 
ana  exaggeration  of  manner,  which  in  Scotland  is 
called  "making a  phrase,"  he  Maculated— "  The  Lord 
be  gude  to  us  f  the  worthy  Captain  Cleveland,  that 
we  were  all  sae  grieved  about,  returned  to  relieve  our 
hearts  again !  Wat  have  my  cheeks  been  for  you," 
(here  Bryce  wiped  his  eyes,)  "  and  blithe  am  I  now  to 
see  you  restored  to  vour  sorrowing  friends !" 

"My  sorrowing  friends,  you  rascal!"  said  Cleve- 
land ;     I  will  give  you  better  cause  for  sorrow  than 
ever  you  had  on  ray  account,  if  you  do  not  tell  me  in- 
stantly where  you  stole  all  my  clothes." 
"Stole!"  ejaculated  Bryce,  casting  up  his  eyes; 

*  It  waa  aneienUr  a  eostom  at  Saint  Olla'a  Fair  at  Kirkwall, 
that  the  roanf  people  of  the  lower  olaia,  and  of  either  aex, 
associated  in  paira  for  the  period  of  the  Fair  durinf  which  the 
couple  were  termed  Lambmas  brother  and  siiter.  It  is  eaaj  to 
conceive  that  the  excluaive  fkmiliaritr  ariaiof  out  of  thia  cus- 
tom was  liable  to  aboae^  the  rather  that  it  is  said  litUe  scandal 
was  attached  to  the  iadiserettons  which  it  occMiooed. 


"  now  the  Powers  be  gude  to  us !— the  poor  gentleman 
has  lost  his  reason  in  that  weary  frale  of  wmd." 

"Why,  you  insolent  rascal !"  said  Cleveland,  grasp- 
ing the  cane  which  be  carried,  "  do  you  think  tobam- 
boozle  me  with  your  impudence  7  As  you  would  have 
a  whole  head  on  your  shoulders,  and  your  bones  in  a 
whole  skin,  one  minute  longer,  tell  me  where  the 
devil  you  stole  my  wearing  apparel  1" 

Bryce  Snailsfoot  ejaculated  once  more  a  repetition 
of  the  word  "  Stole  I  Now  Heaven  be  gude  to  us !" 
but  at  the  same  time,  conscious  that  the  Captain  was 
likely  to  be  sudden  in  exe|Cution,  cast  an  anxious  look 
to  the  town,  to  see  the  loitering  aid  of  the  civil  power 
advance  to  nis  rescue. 

"  I  insist  on  an  instant  answer,"  said  the  Captain, 
with  upraised  weapon,  "or  else  I  will  beat  you  to  a 
mummy,  and  throw  out  all  your  frippery  upon  the 
common!" 

Mean  while.  Master  John  Bunce,  who  considered 
the  whole  afiair  as  an  excellent  good  jest,  and  not 
the  worse  one  that  it  made  Cleveland  very  angry, 
seized  hold  of  the  Captain's  arm,  and,  without  any 
idea  of  ultimately  preventing  him  from  executing  his 
threats,  interfered,  just  so  much  as  was  necessary  lo 
protract  a  discussion  so  amusing. 

"Nav,  let  the  honest  man  speak,"  he  said,  "mess- 
mate ;  nc  has  as  fine  a  cozening  face  as  ever  stood  on 
a  knavish  pair  of  shoulders,  and  his  are  the  true 
flourishes  of  eloquence,  in  the  course  of  which  men 
snip  the  cloth  an  inch  too  short.  Now,  I  wish  you  to- 
consider  that  you  are  both  of  a  trade.— he  measure* 
bales  by  the  yard,  and  you  by  the  sword.— and  so  I  will 
not  have  him  chopped  up  till  he  has  had  a  fair  chase." 

"  You  are  a  fool !"  said  Cleveland,  endeavouring  to 
shake  his  friend  off.— "Let  me  go!  for,  by  Heaven,  I 
will  befoul  of  him !" 

"  Hold  him  fast,"  said  the  pedlar,  "  good  dear  merry 
gentleman,  hold  him  fast!" 

"  Then  say  something  fiar  yourself,"  said  Bonce ; 
"  use  your  gob-box,  man ;  patter  away,  or,  by  my  soul, 
I  will  let  hiro  loose  on  you  !** 

"  He  says  1  stole  these  good&"  said  Bryce,  who 
now  saw  himself  run  so  close,  that  pleading  to  the 
charge  became  inevitable.  "  Now,  how  could  I  steal 
them,  when  they  are  mine  by  fair  and  lawfiil  pur- 
chase?" 

"Purchase!  you  beggarly  vagrant!"  said  Cleve- 
land: "  from  whom  did  you  dare  to  buy  my  clothes  7 
or  who  had  the  impudence  to  sell  iheni !" 

"Just  that  worthy  nrofessor  Mrs.  Swertha,  the 
housekeeper  at  Jarlshof,  who  acted  as  your  executor," 
said  the  pedlar;  " and  a  grieved  heart  she  had." 

"  And  so  she  was  resolved  to  make  a  heavy  pocket 
of  it,  I  suppose,"  said  the  Captain :  "but  how  did  she 
dare  to  sell  the  things  left  in  ner  charge?" 

"Why,  she  actea  all  for  the  best,  good  woman!" 
said  the  pedlar,  anxious  to  protract  the  discussion 
until  the  arrival  of  succours ;  "  and,  if  you  will  but 
hear  reason,  I  am  ready  lo  account  with  you  for  the 
ch«»Fi  and  all  that  it  holds." 

"Speak  out,  then,  and  let  ns  have  none  of  thy 
damnable  evasions,  said  Captain  Clevdand;  "if 
vou  show  ever  so  Uttle  purpose  of  being  somewhat 
honest  for  once  in  thy  life,  I  will  not  beat  thee." 

"  Why,  you  see,  noble  Captain  "  said  the  pedlar,— 
and  then  muttered  to  himself, "  plague  on  Pate  Pater- 
son's  cripple  knee,  they  will  be  waiting  for  him,  hirpling 
useless  body!"  then  resumed  aloud— "The  country, 
you  see,  is  in  great  perplexity— great  perplexity,  in- 
deed^- much  perplexity,  truly.  There  was  yotn-  honour 
missing,  that  was  loved  by  great  and  small— clean 
missing— nowhere  to  be  heard  of— a  lost  man— um- 
quhile—dead— defunct !" 

"  You  shall  find  me  alive  to  your  cost,  you  scoun- 
drel !"  said  the  irritated  Captain. 

"  Weel,  but  take  patience,— ye  will  not  hear  a  body 
speak,"  said  the  Jagger.— "  Then  there  was  the  lad 
Mordaimt  Mertoun  

"Ha!"  said  the  Captain,  "what  of  him  7" 

"Cannot  be  heard  of^V  sakl  the  pedlar:  "dean  and 
clear  tint,— a  gone  youth  r-fsHeiii  it  is  thought,  from 
the  craig  in  to  the  sea— he  was  aye  venturous.  I  have 
had  dealings  with  him  for  furs  and  feathers,  whilk  he 
swapped  against  powder  and  shot,  and  the  like;  and 
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now  he  has  worn  out  from  among  na—clean  retired— 
utterly  vanished,  like  the  last  puff  of  an  auld  wife's 
tobacco  pipe." 

*'  But  what  is  all  this  to  the  Captain's  clothes,  my 
dear  friend '?"  said  Bunco;  "I  must  presently  beat  you 
myself  unlffls  you  come  to  the  point." 

Weel,  weel,— patience,  patience,"  said  Bircc,  wav- 
ing his  hand ;  "  you  will  get  all  time  enougn.  Weel, 
there  are  two  folks  gane,  as  I  said,  forbye  tne  distress 
at  Burgh- Westra  about  Mistress  Minna's  Sad  ail- 
ment"  

"  Bring  not  her  into  your  buffoonery,  sirrah,"  said 
Cleveland,  in  a  tone  of  anger,  not  so  loud,  but  far 
deeper  and  more  concentrated  than  he  had  hitherto 
us^:  "for,  if  you  name  her  with  less  than  reverence, 
I  will  crop  the  ^irs  out  of  your  head,  and  make  you 
swallow  them  on  the  spot !" 

"He,  he,  he!"  faintly  laughed  the  Jagger;  "that 
were  a  pleasant  Jest  I  you  are  pleased  to  be  witty. 
But,  to  say  naethmg  of  Burgh- Westra,  there  is  the 
carle  at  Jarlshof,  he  that  was  the  auld  Mertoun,  Mor- 
daimt's  father,  whom  men  thought  as  fast  bound  to 
the  place  he  dwelt  in  as  the  Suraburgh-head  itsell, 
naetning  maun  serve  him  but  he  is  lost  as  weel  as  the 
lave  about  whom  I  have  spoken.  And  there's  Magnus 
Troil  (wi'  favour  be  he  named)  taking  horse ;  and 
there  is  pleasant  Maister  Claud  Halcro  taking  boat, 
whilk  he  steers  worst  of  any  man  in  Zetland,  his  head 
running  on  rambling  rhymes ;  and  the  Factor  body  is 
on  the  stir— the  Scots  Factor— him  that  is  aye  speak- 
ing of  dikes  and  delving,  and  such  unprofitable  wark, 
which  has  naething  of  merchandise  in  it,  and  he  is  on 
the  lang  trot,  too ;  so  that  ye  might  say,  upon  a  man- 
ner, the  tae  half  of  the  Mainland  of  Zetland  is  lost, 
and  the  other  is  running  to  and  fro  seeking  it^awfo' 
limes  !"^ 

Captain  Cleveland  had  subdued  his  passion,  and 
listened  to  this  tirade  of  the  worthy  man  of  mer- 
chandise, with  impatience  indeed,  yet  not  without  the 
hope  of  hearing  something  that  might  concern  him. 
But  his  companion  was  now  become  impatient  in  his 
turn :— "  The  clothes !"  he  exclaimed,  *'  the  clothes, 
the  clothes,  the  clothes !"  accompanying  each  repeti- 
tion of  the  words  with  a  flourish  of  his  cnne,  the  dex- 
terity of  which  consisted  in  comins  mighty  near  the 
Jaeger's  ears  without  actually  toucning  them. 

The  Jagger,  shrinking  from  each  of  these  demon- 
strations, continued  to  exclaim.  "Nay,  sir— good  sir- 
worthy  sir— for  the  clothes— I  round  the  worthy  dome 
in  great  distress  on  account  of  her  old  maister,  and  on 
account  of  her  young  maister,  and  on  account  of 
worthy  Captain  Cleveland ;  and  because  of  the  dis- 
tress of  the  worthy  Fowd's  family,  and  the  trouble  of 
the  great  Fowd  himeelfv—and  because  of  the  Factor, 
and  m  respect  of  Claud  Halcro,  and  on  other  accounts 
and  respects.  Also  we  mingled  our  sorrows  and  our 
tears  with  a  bottle,  as  the  holy  text  hath  it,  and 
called  in  the  Ranzelman  to  our  council,  a  worthy 
man,  Niel  Ronaldson  by  name,  who  hath  a  good  re- 
putation." 

Here  another  flourish  of  the  cane  came  so  very  near 
that  it  partly  touched  his  ear.  The  Ja^er  started 
back,  and  the  truth,  or  that  which  he  desired  should 
be  considered  as  such,  bolted  from  him  without  more 
circumlocution ;  as  a  cork,  after  much  uimecessary 
buzzing  and  fizzing,  springs  forth  from  a  bottle  of 
spruce  Deer. 

"  In  brief,  what  the  ddl  mair  would  you  have  of 
it?— the  woman  sold  me  the  kist  of  clothes— they  are 
mine  by  purchase,  and  that  is  what  I  will  live  and  die 

VBpOTi." 

"In  other  words,"  said  Cleveland,  "  this  greedy  old 
hag  had  the  impudence  to  sell  what  was  none  of  hers ; 
and  you,  honest  Bryce  Snailsfoot,  had  the  assurance 
to  be  the  purchaser  7" 

"Ou  dear,  Captain,"  said  the  conscientious  pedlar, 
*  what  wad  ye  hae  bad  twa  poor  folk  to  do  7  There 
was  yoursell  gane  that  aught  the  thin^  and  Maister 
Mordaunt  was  gane  that  nad  them  m  keeping,  and 
the  thmgs  were  but  damply  put  up,  where  they  were 

rotting  with  moth  and  mould,  and" 

'^And  so  this  old  thief  sold  them,  and  you  bought 
thjm,  Isiropose,  just  to  keep  them  from  spoiling?" 


"Weel  then,"  said  the  merchant,  "Fm  thinking 
noble  Captain,  that  wad  be  just  the  gate  of  it." 


"  Good  reason  for  that,  Captain— aha !"  said  tbe 

"I  will  break  yom-  bone^  if  you  speak  another 
word,"  replied  Cleveland.  "  Take  notice— I  offer  von 
fair  terms— give  me  back  the  black  leathern  pocket- 
book  with  the  lock  upon  it,  and  the  purse  with  the 
doubloons,  with  some  few  of  the  clothes  I  want,  and 
keep  the  rest  in  the  devil's  name !" 

"  Doubloons ! ! !"— exclaimed  the  Jagger,  with  an 
exaltation  of  voice  intended  to  indicate  tSie  utmost  ei* 
tremity  of  surprise,—"  What  do  I  ken  of  doubloons? 
my  dealing  was  for  doublets,  and  not  for  doubloons- 
If  there  were  doubloons  in  the  kist,  doubtless  Swertbi 
will  have  them  in  safe  keeping  for  your  honoiur^ibe 
damp  wouldna  harm  the  gold,  ye  lum" 

"Give  me  back  my  pocket-oook  and  mjrsoods, 
you  rascally  thief,"  said  Cleveland,  "  or  without  a 
word  more  I  will  beot  your  brains  out !" 

The  wily  Jagger,  casting  eye  around  him,  saw  that 
succour  was  near,  in  the  shape  of  a  party  of  officera, 
six  in  number;  for  several  rencontres  with  the  crew 
of  the  pirate  had  taught  the  magistrates  of  Kirkwall 
to  strengthen  their  police  parries  when  these  stran- 
gers were  in  question. 

"Ye  had  better  keep  the  tht^  to  suit  yoursell,  m- 
noured  Captain,"  said  the  Jagger.  emboldened  by  the 
approach  of  the  civil  power:,  for  wha  kens  bow  a 
these  fine  goods  and  bonny-dies  were  come  byT 

Thid  was  uttered  with  such  provoking  slyness  of 
look  and  tone,  that  Cleveland  made  no  further  dday, 
but,  seizing  upon  the  Jagger  by  the  collar,  dracsj 
him  over  his  temporary  counter,  which  was,  with  all 
the  goods  displayed  thereon,  overset  in  the  scuffle; 
and,  nolding  him  with  one  hand,  inflicted  on  hiin 
with  the  other  a  severe  beating  with  his  cane.  AH 
tins  was  done  so  suddenly  and  with  such  energy, 
that  Bryce  Snailsfoot,  though  rather  a  stoat  man, 
was  totally  surprised  by  the  vivacity  of  the  aitark, 
nnd  made  scarce  any  other  effort  at  extricating  bm- 
self  than  by  roaring  for  assistance  Uke  a  buU-cait 
The  "loitenngaid'^^having  at  length  come  up.  the 
officers  made  an  effort  to  seize  on  Cleveland,  and  by 
their  united  exertions  succeeded  in  compelling hiinto 

?|uit  hold  of  the  pedlar,  in  order  to  defend  nimsdi 
rom  their  assault.  This  he  did  with  infinite  strength. 
resolution,  and  dexterity,  being  at  tbe  same  time  well 
seconded  by  his  friend  Jack  Bunce,  who  had  seen 
with  glee  the  drubbing  sustained  by  the  pedlar,  awl 
now  combated  tightly  to  save  his  companion  from 
the  consequences.  But,  as  there  had  been  for  some 
time  a  growing  feud  between  the  townspeople  ana 
the  crew  of  the  Rover  the  former,  provoked  by  the 
insolent  deportment  of  the  seamen,  had  resolved  to 
stand  by  each  other,  and  to  aid  tlie  civil  power  upon 
such  occasions  of  riot  as  should  occur  in  future;  and 
so  many  assistants  came  up  to  ihe  rescue  of  the  con- 
stables, that  Cleveland,  after  fighting  roost  mnn.dly, 
was  at  length  brought  to  the  ground  and  ni«depn- 
soncr.  His  more  fortunate  companion  had  escaped 
by  speed  of  foot,  as  soon  as  he  saw  that  the  day  must 
neeos  be  determined  against  them. 

The  proud  heart  of  Cleveland,  which,  even  in  its 
perversion,  had  in  its  feelings  somethhig  of  original 
nobleness,  was  like  to  burst,  when  he  fdi  aimm 
borne  down  in  this  unworthy  brawl— dragged  into 
the  town  as  a  prisoner,  and  hurried  through  tw 
streets  towards  the  Council-house,  where  *he  mag^ 
trates  of  the  burgh  were  then  seated  in  council.  1"* 
probability  of  imprisonment,  with  all  its  consequence* 
reshed  also  upon  his  mind,  and  he  cursed  .a  nwKlrfa 
times  the  folly  which  had  not  rather  submitted  to  tne 
pedlar's  knavery,  than  involved  him  in  so  pcnlocs  an 
embarrassment.  _ 

But  jnst  as  they  approached  the  door  of  th«  wwj; 
cil- house,  which  is  situated  in  the  ^^^\^^^^i^. 
town,  the  face  of  matters  was  suddenly  changed  oj* 
new  and  unexpected  incident  .  .  , 

Bunce,  who  had  dewgned,  by  his  procipitatewtraL 
to  serve  as  weU  his  friend  as  hrnueU;  had  hied  bim 
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to  the  haven,  where  the  Ixmt  of  the  Hover  was  then 
lying,  and  called  the  cockswain  and  boat's  crew  to 
tn«  assistance  of  Cleveland.  They  now  appeared  on 
the  scene— fierce  desperadoes,  as  became  tneir  call- 
infff  with  features  bronzed  bjr  the  tropical  sun  under 
wmch  thev  had  pursued  it  They  rushed  at  once 
amonsst  the  crowd^  laying  about  them  with  their 
stretchers ;  and,  forcing  their  way  up  to  Cleveland, 
speedily  dehvered  him  irom  the  hands  of  the  officers, 
who  were  totally  unprepared  to  resist  an  attack  so 
furious  and  so  sudden,  and  carried  him  off*  in  triumph 
towards  the  quay,— two  or  three  of  their  number 
fadnfl  about  zrom  time  to  time  to  keep  back  the 
crowd,  whose  efforts  to  recover  the  prisoner  were  the 
less  violent,  that  most  of  the  seamen  were  armed  with 
pistols  and  cutlasses,  as  well  as  with  the  less  lethal 
weapons  which  alone  they,  had  as  yet  made  use  of. 

Tney  gained  their  boat  in  safetv,  and  jumped  into 
it,  canyiog  along  with  them  Cleveland,  to  whom 
circomstanoes  seemed  to  offer  no  pther  refuge,  and 
pushed  off  for  their  vessel,  singing  in  chorus  to  their 
oars  an  old  ditty,  of  which  the  natives  of  Kirkwall 
could  only  hear  the  first  stanza : 

**  Robin  Rover 

Said  to  hk  cnw, 
'  Up  with  the  black  flag, 

Down  with  the  blue  t— 
Fire  on  the  main-top, 

Fire  on  the  bow, 
Fire  on  the  gun-deck, 

Fire  down  below  I' " 

The  wild  chorus  of  their  voices  was  heard  long 
after  the  words  ceased  to  be  intelligible.— And  thus 
was  the  pirate  Cleveland  again  thrown  almost  invo- 
luntarily amongst  those  desperate  associates,  from 
whom  he  had  so  often  resolved  to  detach  himseUl 


CHAPTER  XXXIIL 

Pfenatal  love,  mj  fKend,  has  power  o'er  wiadom, 
And  ii  the  charm,  which  like  the  fkleoner^  lure. 
Can  bring  fVom  heaven  the  higheat  Moaring  ipirita.— 
So,  when  famed  Prosper  doflT'd  his  magic  robe, 
It  was  Miranda  pluck'd  it  fhim  his  shoulders.— OZd  Play. 


OvB  wandering  narrative  must  now  return  to  Mor- 
daunt  Mertoun.— We  left  him  in  the  perilous  condi- 
tion of  one  who  has  received  a  severe  wound,  and 
we  now  find  him  in  the  condition  of  a  convalescent 
—pale,  indeed,  and  feeble  from  the  loss  of  much  blood, 
and  the  effects  of  a  fisver  which  had  followed  the 
injury,  but  so  far  fortunate,  that  the  weapon,  having 
glanced  on  the  ribs,  had  onljr  occasioned  a  great 
effiision  of  blood,  without  touching  any  vital  part,  and 
was  now  well  nigh  healed ;  ao  efficacious  were  the 
vulnerary  plants  and  salves  with  which  it  had  been 
treated  by  the  sage  Noma  of  Fitful-head. 

The  matron  and  her  jpatient  now  sat  together  in  a 
dwelling  in,  a  remote  island.  He  had  been  trans- 
ported, during  his  illness,  and  ere  he  had  perfect 
consciousness,  first  to  her  singular  habitation  near 
Pitful-head»  and  thence  to  her  present  abode,  by  one 
of  the  fishing-boats  on  the  station  of  Burghr  Westra. 
For  such  was  the  command  possessed  by  Noma  over 
the  superstitious  character  of  her  countrymen,  that 
ahe  never  failed  to  find  faithfiil  agents  to  execute  her 
commands,  whatever  these  happened  to  be;  and,  as 
her  orders  were  generally  given  under  injunctions  of 
the  strictest  secrecy,  men  reciprocally  wondered  at 
occurrences,  which  had  in  fact  been  produced  by  their 
own  agency,  and  that  of  their  neighbours,  and  in 
which,  had  tney  communicated  freely  with  each  pther, 
no  shadow  of  Che  marvellous  would  have  remained. 

Mordaunt  was  now  seated  by  the  fire,  in  an  apart- 
ment indifferently  well  furnished,  hayin^^  a  book  in 
his  hand,  which  he  looked  upon  from  ume  to  time 
with  signs  of  ennui  and  impatience ;  fieeUngs  which 
at  length  so  far  overcame  him,  that,  flinging  the 
volume  on  the  table,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  fire,  and 
assumed  the  atdtude  of  one  who  is  engaged  in  un- 
pleasant meditation. 

Noma,  who  sat  opposite  to  him,  and  appeared  busy 
in  the  composition  of  some  drug  or  unguent,  anxiously 
left  her  seat,  and,  approadiing  Mordaunt^  felt  his 
pulse,  making  at  the  same  time  the  most  affectionate 
inquixies  whether  he  felt  any  sudden  pain,  and  where 
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it  was  seated.  The  mamier  in  which  Mordaunt  re- 
plied to  these  earnest  inquiries,  although  worded  so  as 
to  express  gratitude  for  her  kindnesa  while  he  dis- 
claimed any  feeling  of  indisposition,  did  not  seem  to 
give  satisfection  to  the  Pythoness. 

"Ungrateful  boy!"  she  said,  "for  whom  I  have 
done  so  much :  you  whom  I  have  rescued,  by  my 
power  and  skill,  nom  the  very  gates  of  death,— are 
you  already  so  weary  of  me,  that  you  cannot  refrain 
from  showing  how  desirous  you  are  to  spend  at  a 
distance  from  me,  the  very  first  intelligent  days  of  the 
life  which  I  have  restored  you  T' 

"  You  do  me  injustice,  my  kind  preserver,"  replied 
Mordaunt ;  "  I  am  not  tired  of  your  society ;  but  I 
have  duties  which  recall  me  to  ordinary  life.''^ 

"  Duties  1"  repeated  Noma ;  *'  and  what  duties  can 
or  ought  to  interfere  with  the  gratitude  which  you  owe 
to  me  1— Duties!  Your  thoughts  are  on  the  use  of 
your  gun,  or  on  clambering  among  the  rocks  in  quest 
of  sea-fowl.  For  these  exercises  your  strength  doth 
not  yet  fit  you ;  and  yet  these  are  the  duties  to  which 
you  are  so  anxious  to  return !" 

"Not  so,  my  good  and  kind  mistress,"  said  Mor- 
daunt—*' To  name  one  duty,  out  of  many,  which 
makes  me  seek  to  leave  you,  now  that  my  strength 
permits,  let  me  mention  that  of  a  son  to  his  fathei^^* 

"To  your  father!"  said  Noma,  with  a  laugh  that 
had  something  in  it  almost  franctic.  "  O I  you  know 
not  how  we  can,  in  these  islands,  at  once  cancel  such 
duties  1  And,  for  your  father,"  she  added,  proceeding 
more  calmly,  "what  has  he  done  lor  you,  to  deserve 
the  regard  and  duty  you  speak  of  7— Is  he  not  the 
same,  who,  as  you  nave  long  since  told  me,  left  you 
for  80  many  years  poorly  nourished  among  strangers, 
without  infiuirimi^  whether  you  were  aUve  or  dead,  and 
onlv  sending,  from,  time  to  time,  siippUes  in  such 
fasnion,  as  men  relieve  the  leprous  wretch  to  whom 
they  fling  alms  from  a  distance  1  And,  in  these  later 
years,  wnen  he  had  made  you  the  companion  of  his 
misery,  he  has  been,  by  starts  your  pedagogue,  by 
starts  your  tormentor,  out  never,  Mordaunt,  never 
your  father." 

"  Something  of  truth  there  is  in  what  you  say," 
replied  Mordaunt:  "My  fether  is  not  fond;  but  he 
is,  and  has  ever  been,  anectionately  kind.  Men  have 
not  their  affections  in  their  power ;  and  it  is  a  child's 
duty  to  be  grateful  for  the  benefits  which  he  receives, 
even  when  coldly  bestowed.  My  father  has  con- 
ferred instruction  on  me,  and  I  am  convinced  he 
loves  me.    He  is  imfortunate;  and,  even  if  he  loved 

me  not*' 

"And  he  does  not  love  you,"  sakl  Noma,  hastily ; 
"  he  never  loved  any  thing,  or  any  one,  save  himself. 
He  is  unfortunate,  but  well  are  nis  misfortunes  de- 
served.—O  Mordaunt,  you  have  one  parent  only,— 
one  parent,  who  k>ves  you  as  the  drops  of  the  heart- 
blood  !" 

"  I  know  I  have  but  one  parent,"  replied  Mordatmt; 
"  my  mother  has  been  long  dead.— But  your  words 
contradict  each  other." 

"  They  do  not— they  do  not,"  said  Noma,  in  a 
paroxysm  of  the  deepest  feeling;  "you  have  but  one 
parent.  Your  unhappy  mother  is  not  dead— I  would 
to  God  that  she  were !— but  she  is  not  dead.  Thy 
mother  is  the  only  parent  that  loves  thee ;  and  I— I, 
Mordaunt,"  throwing  herself  on  his  neck,  "am  that 
most  unhappy— yet  most  happy  mother." 

She  closed  nim  in  a  strict  and  convulsive  embrace ; 
and  tears,  the  first,  perhaps,  which  she  had  shed  for 
many  years,  burst  m  torrents  as  she  sobbed  on  his 
neck.  Astonished  at  what  he  heard,  felt,  and  saw,— 
moved  by  the  excess  of  her  agitation,  yet  disposed  to 
ascribe  this  burst  of  passion  to  insanity,— Mordaunt 
vainly  endeavoured  to  tranquillize  the  mind  of  this 
extraordinary  person. 

"Ungrateiul  boy!"  she  said,  "who  but  a  mother 
would  have  watched  over  thee  as  I  have  watched  1 
From  the  instant  I  saw  thy  father,  when  he  little 
thought  by  whom  he' was  obs^ed.  a  space  now  many 
years  back,  I  knew  him  well ;  ana,  under  his  chai;ge, 
I  saw  you,  then  a  stripling;— while  Nature  speaking 
loud  in  my  bosom,  assureoTme,  thou  wert  blood  of  my 
blood,  ana  bono  of  my  bone.  Think  how  often  yoa 
have  wondered  to  see  me,  when  least  expected,  in 
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yofur  places  of  pastinie  and  resort !  Think  how  often 
ray  eye  has  watched  you  on  the  giddy  precipices,  and 
muttered  those  charms  which  subdue  the  evil  demons, 
who  show  themselves  to  the  climber  on  the  giddiest 

r»int  of  hie  path,  and  force  him  to  quit  his  hold  Did 
not  hang  around  thjr  neck,  in  pledge  of  thy  safety, 
that  chain  of  gold,  which  an  Elfin  &kig  gave  to  the 
founder  of  our  race  1  Would  I  have  ^ven  that  dear 
gift  to  any  but  to  the  son  of  my  bosom  ?— Mordaunt 
ray  power  has  done  that  for  thee  that  a  mere  mortal 
mother  would  dread  to  think  of.  I  have  conjured  the 
Mermaid  at  midnight,  that  thy  bark  might  oe  pros- 
perous on  the  Haaf !  I  have  hushed  the  winds,  and 
navies  have  flapped  their  empty  sails  against  the  roast 
in  inactivity,  that  you  might  safely  indulge  your  sport 
upon  the  crags !" 

Mordaunt,  perceiving  that  she  was  growing  yet 
wilder  in  her  talk,  endeavoured  to  frame  an  answer 
which  should  be  at  once  indulgent,  soothing,  and 
calculated  to  allay  the  rising  warmth  of  her  imagi- 
nation. 

"  Dear  Noma,"  he  said,  "  I  have  indeed  many  rea- 
sons to  call  yon  mother,  who  have  bestowed  so  many 
benefits  v^n  me;  and  from  me  you  shall  ever  receive 
the  affection  and  dutjr  of  a  child.  But  the  chain  you 
mentioned,  it  has  vanished  from  my  neck— I  have  not 
seen  it  since  the  niffian  stabbed  me." 

"  Alas !  and  can  you  think  of  it  at  this  moment  7" 
said  Noma,  in  a  sorrowful  accent—'*  But  be  it  so : 
—and  know,  it  was  I  took  it  from  thy  neck,  and  tied 
It  around  the  neck  of  her  who  is  dearest  to  you ;  in 
token  that  the  union  betwixt  you,  which  has  been  the 
only  earthly  wish  which  I  nave  had  the  power  to 
form,  shall  yet,  even  yet,  be  acoomplisheo— ay,  al- 
though hell  should  ooen  to  forbid  the  nans  I" 

"  AJas !"  said  Moraauni,  with  a  sigh, "  you  remem- 
ber not  thediflerenoe  betwixt  our  situation— her  father 
is  wealthy,  and  of  ancient  birth." 

"  Not  more  wealthy  tlum  will  be  the  har  of  Noma 
of  Fitful-head,"  answered  the  Pjrthoness— '*  not  of 
better  or  more  ancient  blood  than  that  which  flows  in 
thy  veins,  derived  from  thy  mother,  the  descetulant  of 
the  same  Jarls  and  Sea-Kings  from  whom  Magnus 
boasts  his  origin.— Or  dost  thou  think,  like  the  praant 
and  fanatic  strangers  who  have  come  amongst  us, 
that  thv  biopd  is  dishonoured  because  my  union  vnth 
thy  father  did  not  receive  the  sanction  of  a  prie«t7— 
Know,  that  we  were  wedded  after  the  ancient  manner 
of  the  Norse— our  .hands  were  clasped  within  the 
circle  of  Odin,*  with  such  deep  vows  of  eternal 
fidelity,  as  even  the  laws  of  these  usurping  Scots 
would  have  sanctioned  as  equivalent  to  a  blessing 
before  the  altar.  To  the  ofispring  of  such  a  union, 
Magnus  h^s  naught  to  object  It  was  weak— it  was 
criminal,  on  my  part,  but  it  conveyed  no  infamy  to 
the  birth  of  my  son." 

Hie  composed  and  collected  manner  in  which 
Noma  argued  these  points  began  to  imoose  upon 
Mordaunt  an  incipient  belief  in  the  truth  ot  what  she 
said ;  and,  indeed,  she  added  so  many  drcumstances, 
satisfactorily  and  rationally  connected  Mrith  each 
other,  as  seemed  to  confute  the  notion  that  her  story 
was  altogether  the  delusion  of  that  insanity  which 
sometimes  showed  itself  in  her  speech  and  actions. 
A  thousand  confiised  ideas  rushed  upon  him,  when  he 
sypposed  it  possible  that  the  unhappy  person  before 
him  might  actually  have  a  right  to  claim  from  him 
the  respect  and  aflection  due  to  a  parent  from  a  son. 
He  coiild  only  surmount  them  by  mming^  his  mind  to 
a  different,  and  scarce  less  interesting  topic,  resolving 
within  himself  to,  take  time  for  farther  inquiry  and 
mature  consideration,  ere  he  either  rejected  or  admit- 
ted the  claim  which  Noma  preferred  upon  his  aflfec- 
tion  and  duty.  His  benefactress,  at  least,  she  un- 
doubtedly was,  and  he  could  not  eir  in  paying  her,  as 
such,  the  respect  and  attention  due  from  i^  son  to  a 
mother ;  and  sofar,  therefore,  he  might  gratify  Noma 
vnthout  otherwise  standing  committed. 

"  Ai^  do  you  then  really  think,  my  mother,— since 
so  you  bid  me  term  you,"— «aid  Mordaunt,  "  that  the 
proud  Magnus  Troil  may,  by  any  mducement,  bepre- 
vailed  upon  to  relinquish  the  angry  AM*^'ne«i  wfaion  he 

•8m  an  «xpInMUoa  of  thii  promiie.  Note  to  Chapter  XZIL, 
p.  Tt,  of  Uiia  TohmM. 


has  of  late  adopted  towards  me,  and  to  permit  Df 
addresses  to  his  daughter  Brenda  7" 

"  Brenda  T  repeated  Noma—"  who  talks  of  Breo- 
da  7— it  was  of  Minna  that  I  spoke  to  you." 

"But  it  was  of  Brenda  that  I  thousht,"  nolied 
Mordaimt,  **  of  her  that  I  now  think,  and  of  her  uoob 
that  I  will  ever  think." 

"Impossible,  my  son !"  replied  Noma.  "Too  can* 
not  be  so  dull  of  heart,  so  poor  of  spirit,  as  to  preliBr 
the  idle  mirth  and  houaewiw  simpUcity  of  the  yoansf 
sister,  to  the  deep  feeling  and  higji  mind  of  the  oobW 
spirited  Minna  1  Who  would  stoop  to  gather  tbi 
lowly  violet,  that  might  have  the  rose  for  itretcfaing 
out  his  hand  7" 

"  Some  think  the  lowliest  flowers  are  thesweetett," 
replied  Mordaimt,  "  and  in  that  foith  will  I  lire  ud 
die." 

"  You  dare  not  tell  me  so !"  answered  Nonu, 
fiercely;  then  instantly  changing  hertone,  and  tikiog 
his  hand  in  the  most  afiectionata  manner,  Ae  iwo> 
ceeded^~"Tou  must  not— you  will  not  teflmen, 
my  dear  son— yon  will  not  break  a  motber't  hnrt  in 
the  very  first  hour  in  which  she  has  embnoed  her 
child !— Nay,  do  not  answer,  but  hear  me.  Yw  most 
vred  Minna— I  have  bound  arotmd  her  neck  t  iitil 
amulet,  on  which  the  happiness  of  both  depcndi 
The  labours  of  my  Ufo  have  for  years  had  this  dinfr 
tion.  Thus  it  must  be,  and  not  otherwisfr-Kinni 
must  be  the  bride  of  my  son !" 

"  But  is  not  Brenda  equally  near,  equally  dear  to 
you  7"  replied  Mordaunt 

"  As  near  in  blood,"  said  Noma,  "  but  not  so  dear, 
no  not  half  so  dear,  in  afi*ection.  Minna's  mind,  y«i 
high  and  contemplative  spirit,  renders  her  a  oon- 
panion  meet  for  one,  whose  ways,  like  mine,  are  1k- 
yond  the  ordinary  paths  of  this  world.  Breodaisi 
thing  of  common  and  ordinary  life,  an  idle  hugbff 
and  soofifer,  who  would  level  art  with  ignorance,  aod 
reduce  power  to  weakness,  by  disbelieving  and  tos- 
ing  into  ridicule  whatever  is  oeyond  the  graq)  of  ba 
own  shallow  intellect." 

"She  is,  indeed,"  answered  Mordaunt,  *'neitMr 
superstitious  nor  enthusiastic,  and  I  love  her  the  bet- 
ter for  it  Remember  also,  my  mother,  that  the  r- 
tums  my  affection,  and  that  Minna,  if  she  loves  uj 
one,  loves  the  stranger  Cleveland." 

"  She  does  not— she  dares  not,"  answered  Nona. 
"  nor  dares  he  pursue  her  fiirther.  I  told  him,  when 
first  he  came  to  Bnigh-Westra,  that  I  destined  bet 
for  you." 

"  And  to  that  rash  annunciation,"  said  Moidaooi, 
"  I  owe  this  man's  persevering  enmity— my  wwm, 
and  well  nigh  the  loss  of  my  lite.  See,  my  mother,  to 
what  point  your  intrigues  have  already  conducted  n 
and,  in  Heaven's  name,  prosecute  them  no  fardwr- 

It  seemed  as  if  this  reproach  struck  Noma  witb 
the  force,  at  once,  and  vivacity  of  lightning;  for  m 
struck  her  forehead  with  her  hand,  and  seemed  about 
to  drop  from  her  seat  Mordaunt,  greatly  ahocud, 
hastened  to  catch  her  in  his  arms,  and,  though  scarce 
knowing  what  to  say,  attempted  to  utter  some  inco- 
herent expressions. 

"  Spare  me.  Heaven,  spare  me !"  were  the  nwj 
words  which  she  mutteifedj  "  do  not  let  my  cnme  be 
avenged  by  his  means !— Y  es,  young  man, '  «he  suOj 
after  a  pause,  "  you  have  dared  to  tell  what  I  darra 
not  tell  myself.  You  have  pressed  that  upon  m 
which,  if  it  be  truth,  I  cannot  beheve,  and  yet  cob- 
tinue  to  live !"  .        i 

Mordaunt  in  vain  endeavoured  to  interrupt  hw  wjj 
protestations  of  his  ignorance  how  he  had  wc°^ 
or  grieved  her,  and  of  his  extreme  regret  that  be  w 
unintentionallv  done  either.  She  proceeded,  while  ber 
voice  tiemblea  wildly,  with  vehemence. 

"Yesl  you  have  touched  on  that  dark  sospictM 
which  poisons- the  consciousness  of  my  power,-"^ 
sole  boon  which  was  given  me  in  exchange  for  initf' 
ccnce  and  for  peace  of  mind !  Your  voice  joins  tg 
of  the  demon  which,  even  while  the  elementt  coruff 
me  their  mistress,  whispers  to  me,  'Nom  th»' 
but  delusbn— your  power  rests  but  in  the  idle  wjf 
of  the  ignorant,  supported  by  a  thousand  f^^^ 
fices  of  your  own.'— This  is  what  Brenda  »^J^ 
is  what  you  would  say ;  and  false,  scandaloasly  «"*' 
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as  it  18,  there  are  rebellious  thoughts  in  this  wild  brain 
of  mine,"  (touchins  her  fordiead  with  her  finger  as 
she  spoke,)  "  that,  uke  an  insurrection  in  an  invaded 
eoontiy,  arise  to  take  part  against  their  distressed 
sovereign.— Spare  me.  my  son  i"  she  continued,  in  a 
voice  of  supplication,  spare  me  !~the  sovereignty  of 
wliKrh  your  words  would  deprive  me,  is  no  enviable 
exaltation.  Few  would  covet  to  rule  over  gibbering 
diosts,  and  howling  winds,  and  raging  currents.  My 
mitme  is  a  cloud,  my  sceptre  a  meteor,  my  realm  is 
only  peopled  with  fantasies;  but  I  must  eimer  eease 
to  be,  or  continue  to  be  the  mightiest  as  well  as  the 
most  miserable  of  beings  !"* 

**  Do  not  speak  thus  mournfully,  my  dear  and  un- 
happy benefactress,"  said  Mordaunt,  much  afiected ; 
"  1  Will  think  of  your  power  whatever  you  would  have 
me  believe.  But,  for  your  own  sake,  view  the  matter 
otherwyw.  Turn  your  thoughts  from  such  agitating 
and  mystical  studies— from  such  wild  subjects  of  con- 
templatioiL  into  another  and  a  better  channel  Life 
will  again  have  charms,  and  religion  vrill  have  com- 
forts, for  you." 

She  Hstened  to  him  with  some  composure  as  if 
she  weighed  his  counsel,  and  desired  to  be  guided  by 
it ;  but,  as  he  ended,  she  shook  her  head  and  ex- 
claimed— 

*'It  cannot  be.  I  must  remain  the  dreaded— the 
mystical — theRdm-kennar— the  controller  of  the  ele- 
ments, or  I  must  be  no  more !  I  have  no  altenuttive, 
no  middle  station.  My  post  must  be  high  on  yon 
lofty  headland,  where  never  stood  human  foot  save 
mine — or  I  must  sleep  at  the  bottom  of  the  unfathom- 
able ocean,  its  white  oillows  booming  over  my  sense- 
Jess  corpse.  The  parricide  shall  never  also  be  de- 
nounced as  the  imjDostor !" 

^  The  parricide !"  echoed  Mordaunt,  stepping  back 
in  horror. 

'^Yes,  my  son!"  answered  Noma,  with  a  stem 
oompoeuie.  even  more  frightful  than  h^  former  im- 
petuositv,  within  these  fatal  walls  my  father  met 
his  death  by  my  means.  In  yonder  chamber  was  he 
found  a  livid  and  lifeless  corpse.  Beware  of  filial  dis- 
obedience, for  such  are  its  fruits !" 

So  saying,  she  arose  and  left  the  apartment,  where 
Mordaunt  remained  alone  to  meditate  at  leisture  upon 
the  extraordinary  communication  which  he  had  re- 
ceived. He  himself  had  been  taught  by  his  father  a 
disbeUef  in  the  ordinary  superstitions  of  Zetland ;  and 
he  now  saw  that  Noma,  however  ingenious  in  duping 
others,  could  not  altogether  impose  on  herself.  This 
was  a  strong  circumstance  in  lavour  of  her  sanihr  of 
intellect ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  her  imputin^g  to  her- 
self the  guilt  of  parrickie  seemed  so  wild  and  improba- 
ble, as,  in  Moraaunt's  opinion,  to  throw  much  doubt 
upon  her  other  assertions. 

He  had  leisure  enough  to  make  up  his  mind  on 
these  particulars,  for  no  one  approached  the  solitary 
dwelling,  of  which  Noma,  herdwarf^  and  he  himself 
were  the  sole  inhabitants.  The  Hoy  island  in, which 
it  stood  is  rude,  bold,  and  lofty,  consisting  entirely  of 

*  The  ehameter  of  Noma  is  meant  to  be  an  initanoe  of  that 
nofalar  kind  of  iiuanity,  dnrioff  which  the  patient,  while  the 
or  lie  retaint  nmeh  nibtjetj  ana  addieai  for  the  power  of  im* 
poeinff  upon  oUien.  i«  itill  more  inteoioin  in  enoeavourinf  to 
nnpoee  upon  Uiemeelvee.  Indeed,  maniac*  of  thie  ki^d  may  be 
often  obeenred  to  poweai  a  tort  of  double  character,  in  one  of 
whicAi  thej  are  the  belnt  whom  their  duitempered  imaftoation 
ahapea  out,  and  in  the  other,  their  own  natural  telf,  m$  seen  to 
ezkt  by  other  people.  Tbi«  speeiee  of  double  comciotiwwn 
makee  wild  work  with  I  he  patient'f  imaginatifm,  and,  jodi* 
cioutly  used,  j«  pcwhapt  a  fkvquent  meana  of  reetorinf  ■anitr  of 


intellect  Exterior  oircunutances  etrikinf  the  nneee,  ofles  navt 
a  powertbl  eflbot  in  nndermininf  or  batterinf  the  airy  caatlet 
which  the  disorder  has  excited. 

A  late  medical  gentleman,  mj  particnlar  fHend,  told  me  tlM 
case  of  a  lunatic  patient  confined  in  the  Edinburf  h  Inflrmanr. 
He  wae  ao  tu  hapi^  that  hi*  mental  alienation  was  of  a  gajr  and 
pleasant  oharaoier  firing  a  kind  of  jojrous  explanation  to  all 
that  came  in  oontact  with  him.  He  considered  the  large  house, 
numerous  servants,  dtc.,  of  the  hospital,  as  all  matters  of  state 
and  conseqnenee  bejoofing  to  his  own  personal  establishment, 
and  had  no  doubt  of  his  own  wealth  and  grandeur.  One  thinf 
alone  puxsled  this  man  of  wealth.  Although  he  was  prorided 
with  a  first-rate  cook  and  proper  assistants,  although  nis  table 


Although  he  was  pro^ 
I  proper  assistants,  although  nis 
was  regnlarlj  supplied  with  every  delicacy  of  the  season,  yet 


be  eonJeased  tomy  irisod,  that  t^  some  uncommon  depiavity 
of  the  palate,  every  thing  which  he  ate  uttei  qfforrldse.  This 
peculiarity,  of  ooniee,  arose  ftom  the  poor  man  being  fed  upon 
aothinff  else,  and  because  his  stomach  was  not  so  easily  de- 
eefved  as  his  other  senses. 


three  hills— or  rather  one  huge  mountain  divided  into 
three  summits,  which  the  diasins,  rents,  and  valleys, 
which  descend  from  its  summit  to  the  sea,  while  its 
crest,  rising  to  great  height,  and  shivered  mto  rocks 
which  seemed  almost  maccessible,  intercepts  the 
mists  as  they  drive  from  the  Atlantic,  and,  often  ob- 
scured from  the  human  eye,  forms  toe  dark  and  im- 
molested  retreat  of  hawks,  eagles,  and  other  birds  of 
prey.* 

The  soil  of  the  island  is  wet,  mossy,  cold,  and 
unproductive,  presenting  a  sterile  and  desolate  ap- 
pearance, excepting  where  the  sides  of  small  rivulets, 
or  mountain  ravines,  are  fringed  with  dwarf  bushes 
of  birch,  hazel,  and  wild  currant,  some  of  them  so 
tall  as  to  be  denominated  trees,  in  that  bleak  and  bare 
country. 

But  the  view  of  the  sea-beach,  which  was  Mor- 
daunt's  favourite  walk,  when  his  convalescent  state 
b^^an  to  permit  him  to  take  exercise,  had  charms 
which  compensated  the  wild  appearance  of  the  inte- 
rior. A  broad  and  beautiful  sound^  or  strait,  divides 
this  lonely  and  mountainous  island  from  Pomona,  and 
in  the  centre  of  that  sound  lies,  like  a  tablet  qomposed 
of  emerald,  the  beautiful  and  verdant  Uttle  island  of 
Qrsmsay.  On  the  distant  Mainland  is  seen  the  town 
or  village  of  Stromness,  the  excellence  of  whose  haven 
is  generally  evinced  by  a  considerable  number  of  ship- 
ping in  the  roadstead,  and,  from  the  bay  growing 
narrower,  and  lessening  as  it  recedes,  runs  inland 
into  Pomona,  where  its  tide  fills  the  fine  sheet  of 
water  called  the  Loch  of  Stetmis. 

On  this  beach  Mordaunt  was  wont  to  wander  for 
houn^  with  an  eye  not  insensible  to  the  beauties  of 
the  view,  though  his  thoughts  were  agitated  with  the 
most  embarrassing  meditations  on  his  own  situation. 
He  was  resolved  to  leave  the  island  as  soon  as  the 
establishment  of  his  health  should  permit  him  to  tra- 
vel ;  yet  gratitude  to  Noma,  of  whom  he  was  at  least 
the  adopted  if  not  the  real  son,,  vrould  not  allow  him 
to  depait  without  her  permission,  even  if  he  could 
obtam  means  of  conveyance,  of  which  he  saw  little 
possibility.  It  was  only  by  importunity  that  he  ex- 
torted from  his  hostess  a  promise,  that,  if  he  would 
consent  to  regulate  his  motions  according  to  her 
directions,  she  would  herself  convey  him  to  the  capital 
of  the  Orkney  Islands^  when  the  approaching  Fair  of 
Saint  ODa  should  take  place  there. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

Haik  to  the  insult  loud,  the  bitter  sneer. 
The  fierce  threat  answering  to  Uie  brutal  jeer ; 
Oaths  fly  like  pistol-shots,  and  vengeAil  wvwds 
Clash  with  each  other  like  oonfiicUng  sworde- 
The  robber's  quarrel  by  such  sounds  is  shown, 
And  tnw  man  have  some  chance  to  gain  their  own 


Whbn  Cleveland,  home  off  in  triumph  from  his 
assailants  in  Kirkwall,  found  himself  once  more  on 
board  the  pirate-vessel,  his  arrival  was  hailed  with 
hearty  cheers  bv  a  considerable  part  of  the  crew, 
who  rushed  to  snake  hands  with  him,  and  offer  their 
congratulations  on  his  return;  for  the  situation  of  a 
Buccanier  Captain  raised  him  very  little  above  the 
level  of  the  lowest  of  his  crew,  whO|  in  all  social  in- 
tercourse^ claimed  the  orivilege  of  being  his  equal. 

When  his  faction,  for  so  these  clamorous  friends 
mig^t  be  termed,  had  expressed  their  own  greetings, 
they  hurried  Cleveland  forward  to  the  stern,  where 
Gofle,  their  present  commander,  was  seated  on  a  gun, 

*  SofiiTourable  a  retreat  does  the  island  of  Hoy  allbrd  for  birds 
of  prey,  that  faistanoes  of  their  ravages,  which  seldom  occur  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  are  not  unusual  there.  An  indivi- 
dual was  living  in  Orkney  not  lone  since,  whom,  while  a  child 
in  its  swaddling  clothes,  an  eagie  actually  trsiisporled  to  its 
nest  in  the  hill  of  Hoy.  Happily  the  eyry  being  known,  and  the 
bird  instantly  pursued,  the  child  was  found  uninjured,  playing 
with  the  young  eagles.  A  story  of  a  more  ludicrous  transporta- 
tion was  told  me  by  the  reverend  clergyman  who  is  minister  of 
the  island.  Hearing  one  day  a  strange  grunUnff.  he  suspeelsil 
his  servants  had  permitted  a  sow  and  pigs,  which  wem  tenaflla 
ofhisfkrm-yard.  to  get  among  his  bartey  crop.  Having  in  vain 
looked  for  the  transgressors  upon  solid  earth,  he  at  length  cast 
his  eyes  upward,  when  he  discovered  one  of  the  litter  in  the 
talons  of  a  large  eagle,  which  was  soariof  away  with  the  unfor- 
tunate pig  (squeakmg  all  the  while  with  terror)  towards  her 
nest  hi  the  crest  of  Hoy. 


no 
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listeninff  in  a  poUen  and  discontented  mood  to  the 
shout  which  announced  Cleveland's  welcome.  He 
was  a  man  betwixt  forty  and  fifty,  rather  under  the 
middle  size,  but  so  very  strongly  made,  that  his  crew 
used  to  oonipare  him  to  a  sixty-four  cut  down.  Black- 
haired,  bull-necked,  and  beetle-browed,  his  clumsy 
strength  and  ferocious  countenance  contrasted  strong- 
ly with  the  manly  figure  and  open  countenance  of 
Cleveland,  in  which  even  the  practice  of  his  atrocious 
profession  had  not  been  able  to  eradicate  a  natural 
grace  of  motion  and  generosity  of  expression.  The 
two  piratical  Captains  looked  upon  each  other  for 
some  time  in  silence,  while  the  partisans  of  each 
gathered  around  him.  Tlie  elder  part  of  the  crew 
were  the  principal  adherents  of  Gofl«,  while  the  young 
fellows,  among;  whom  Jack  Bunce  was  a  principal 
leader  and  agitator,  were  in  general  attached  to 
Cleveland. 

At  length  GJoffe  broke  silence.— "You  are  welcome 
aboard.  Captain  Cleveland.— Smash  my  tafTrail !  I 
suppose  you  think  yourself  commodore  yet !  but  that 
was  over,  by  6—,  when  you  lost  your  ship,  and  be 

And  here,  once  for  all,  we  may  take  notice  that  U 
was  the  gracious  custom  of  this  commander  to  mix 
his  words  and  oaths  in  nearly  equal  proportions,  which 
he  was  wont  to  coll  ahottin^  his  discourse.  As  we 
delight  not,  however,  in  the  discharge  of  such  artillery, 

we  shall  only  indicate  by  a  space  like  this the 

places  in  which  these  expletives  occurred ;  and  thus, 
if  the  reader  will  pardon  «  very  poor  pun,  we  will 
reduce  Captain  QofP^»  volley  of  snarp-sfaot  into  an 
explosion  of  blank  cartridges.  To  his  insinuations 
that  he  was  come  on  boara  to  assume  the  chief  com- 
mand. Cleveland  replied,  that  he  neither  desired,  nor 
would  accept,  any  such  promotion,  but  would  only 
ask  Captain  Goffe  for  a  cast  of  the  boat,  to  put  him 
ashore  m  one  of  the  other  islands,  as  he  had  no  wish 
to  command  Gofie,  or  to  remain  in  a  vessel  under  his 
orders. 

"And  why  not  under  my  orders,  brother T*  de- 
manded GrolTe,  very  austerely;  " are  you  too 

good  a  man, with  your  cheese- toaster  and 

vour  jib  there, to  serve  imder  my  orders,  and  be 

d— d  to  you,  where  there  are  so  many  gentlemen  that 
are  elder  and  belter  seamen  than  yourself?" 

"I  wonder  which  of  these  capital  seamen  it  was," 
said  Cleveland  cooly,  "  that  laid  the  ship  under  the  fire 
of  yon  six-gun  batteryj  that  could  blow  her  out  of  the 
water,  if  they  had  a  mind,  before  you  could  either  cut 
or  slip  7  Elder  and  better  sailors,  than  I  may  like  to 
serve  under  such  a  lubber,  but  I  beg  to  be  excused  for 
ray  own  share,  Captain,— that's  all  I  have  got  to 
tell  you." 

"  By  G— ,  I  think  you  are  both  mad !"  said  Haw- 
kins the  boatswain— "a  meeting  with  sword  and 
pistol  may  be  devilish  good  fim  in  its  way,  when  no 
better  is  to  be  had ;  but  who  the  devil  that  had  com- 
mon sense,  amongst  a  set  of  jgentlemen  in  our  con- 
dition, would  fall  a  quarrelhng  with  each  other  to 
let  these  duck-winged,  web-footed  islanders  have  a 
chance  of  knocking  us  all  upon  the  head  7" 

"Well  said,  old  Hawkins!"  observed  Derrick  the 

g Barter-master,  who  was  an  officer  of  very  considera- 
te importance  among  these  rovere;  "I  say,  if  the 
two  captains  won't  agree  to  live  tosether  quietly,  and 
club  both  heart  and  head  to  defena  the  vessel,  why, 
d— n  me,  depose  them  both,  say  I,  and  choose  another 
in  their  stead  I" 

"Meaning  yourself,  1  suppose.  Master  Quarter- 
Master!"  said  Jack  Bunce;  "but  that  cock  won't 
fight.  He  tbc*^ '«  to  command  gentlemen,  shoidd  be 
a  gentleman  himself  I  think ;  and  I  give  my  vote  for 
Captain  Cleveland,  as  epiriied  and  as  gentleman- 
like a  man  as  ever  daffea  the  world  aside,  and  bid  it 
pass !" 
"What!  ]^  call  yourselfa  gentleman,  I  warranto 

retorted   Derrick;  "why,  your  eyes!  a  tailor 

would  msi^e  a  better  out  of  the  worst  suit  of  rags  in 
your  strolling  wardrobe !— It  is  a  shame  for  men  of 
spirit  to  have  such  a  Jack-a-dandy  scarecrow  on 
boaid!" 

Jack  Bunce  was  so  incensed  at  these  base  com- 
parisons, that  wiihoat  more  ado,  he  laki  his  hand 


on  his  sword.  The  carpenter,  however,  and  boat- 
swain interfered,  the  former  brandishing  his  broad 
axe,  and  swearing  he  would  put  the  skuU  of  the  first 
who  should  strike  a  blow  paist  douting:  and  the  lat- 
ter reminding  them,  that,  by  their  artjcles,  afl  qoar> 
relling,  striking,  or  more  especially  fighting,  on  board, 
was  strictly  prohibited ;  and  that,  u  any  gentleman 
had  a  quarrel  to  settle,  they  were  to  go  ashore,  aod 
decide  it  with  cutlass  and  pistol  in  presence  of  tvo  of 
their  messmates. 

"I  have  no  quarrel  with  any  oncL P'  laid 

Grofie,  sullenly;  "Captain  Cleveland  has  wsodeied 
about  among  the  islands  here,   amusing  nimadi^ 

-^!  ana  we  have  wasted  our  time  and  property 

jn  waiting  for  him,  when  we  might  have  been  add- 
ing twenty  or  thirty  thousand  dollan  to  the  etock- 
parse.    However,  ii  it  pleases  the  rest  of  the  geotk- 

men  adventurers, !  why,  I  shall  not  grumble 

about  it." 

"I  propose,"  said  the  boatswain,  "  that  thereabould 
be  a  general  council  called  in  the  great  cabio  acconi- 
ing  to  our  articles,  that  we  may  consider  idiat  coone 
we  are  to  hold  in  this  matter." 

A  general  assent  followed  the  boatswain's  propo- 
sal ;  for  every  one  found  his  own  account  in  tbeae 
general  councila  in  which  each  of  the  rovers  had  i 
free  vote.  By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  crew  odIt 
valued  this  franchise,  as  it  allowed  them,  upon  bucd 
solemn  occasions  an  unlimited  quantity  oi  liquor- 
a  right  which  they  Hailed  not  to  exercise  to  the  niter- 
most,  by  way  of  aiding  their  deliberations.  But  a 
few  amongst  the  adventurers,  who  united  some  de- 
gree of  judgment  with  the  daring  and  profligale 
character  of  their  profession^  were  wont,  at  such  p^ 
riods,  to  hmit  themselves  within  the  bounds  of  com- 
parative sobriety,  and  by  these,  under  the  ai^paieot 
form  of  a  vote  of  the  general  council,  all  things  of 
moment  relating  to  the  voyage  and  undertakiogi  of 
the  pirates  were  in  fact  determined.  Tlie  rest  of  tbe 
crew,  when  they  recovered  from  their  intozicatioo, 
were  easfly  persuaded  that  the  resolution  adopted  had 
been  the  legitimate  efibrt  of  the  combined  wisdom  of 
the  whole  senate. 

Upon  the  present  occasion  the  debauch  had  pro- 
ceeded until  the  j;reater  part  of  the  crew  wm,  » 
usual,  displaying  mebriadon  in  all  its  most  bnital  aod 
disgraceful  shapes— swearing  empty  and  unmeamog 
oaths— venting  the  most  horrid  imprecations  in  tw 
mere  gayety  of  their  heart— singing  songs,  the  nbaUn 
of  which  was  only  eaualled  by  tneir  proianeneas ;  and, 
from  the  middle  of  this  earthly  hcdl,  the  two  captaioii 
together  with  one  or  two  their  principal  adherents,  ai 
also  the  carpenter  and  boatswain,  who  always  took  a 
lead  on  such  occasions,  had  drawn  together  into  a 
pandemonium,  or  privy  council  of  their  own,  to  coa- 
sider  what  was  to  be  done ;  for,  as  the  boauwaia 
metaphorically  observed,  they  were  in  a  narrow  chan- 
nel, and  behoved  to  keep  sounding  the  tide-way. 

When  they  besan  their  consultations,  the  inendaof 
Gofie,  remarkeoL  to  their  great  displeasure,  that  be 
had  not  observed  the  wholesome  nue  to  which  we 
have  just  alluded ;  but  that,  in  endeavouring  to  drowa 
his  mortification  at  the  sudden  appearance  of  CleT^ 
land,  and  the  reception  he  met  with  from  the  aev, 
the  elder  Captain  had  not  beoi  able  to  do  so  witboat 
overflowing  his  reason  at  the  same  time.  His  patinil 
sullen  taciturnity  had  prevented  t^  from  being  ob- 
served until  the  council  began  its  deliberatioaa. 
when  it  proved  impossible  to  hide  it  ^. 

The  first  person  who  spoke  was  Cleveland,  wlj 
said,  that  so  fkr  from  wishing  the  command  of  tv 
vessel,  he  desired  no  favour  at  any  one's  hand,  eicfl* 
to  land  him  upon  some  island  or  holm  at  a  diataoee 
from  Kirkwall,  and  leave  him  to  shift  for  hiinselt. 

The  boatswain  remonstrated  strongly  against  tsi 
resolution.  "The  iads,"  he  said,  "aff  knew  Ckw- 
land,  and  could  trust  his  seamanahtp,  as  wellaf  v 
courage ;  besides,  he  never  let  the  grog  get  qmte  « 
permost,  and  was  always  in  proper  trim,  either  tosa 
the  ship  or  to  fight  the  ship  whereby  she  was  mi< 
without  some  one  to  keep  her  coarse  when  be  waft" 
board.— And  as  for  the  noble  Captain  Gone"  «d; 
tmued  the  mediator,  "he  is  as  stout  a  heart  sa  f^ 
broke  biscuit,  and  that  I  will  uphold  him;  but  tb« 
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"when  he  has  his  grog  aboard— I  speak  to  his  face- 
fate  is  00  d—d  funny  with  his  cranks  and  his  jests, 
that  thefe  is  no  living  with  him.  Yoa  all  remember 
hownigh  he  had  ran  the  ship  on  that  cursed  Horse  of 
Copinsna  as  they  call  it,  just  by  way  of  frolic;  and 
then  you  know  how  he  fired  on  hie  pistol  under  the 
table,  when  we  were  at  the  great  council,  and  shot 
Jack  Jenkins  in  the  kneq.  ami  cost  the  poor  devil  his 


worse,"  said  the 


leg:  with  his  pleasantry.'  * 

^  Jack  Jenkins  was  not  a  chip  the 
carpenter :  **  I  look  the  leg  off  with  my  saw  as  well  as 
any  lobloUy-boy  in  the  land  could  have  done— heated 

my  broad  axe,  and  seared  the  stump— ay,  by 1 

and  made  a  jury-leg  that  he  shambles  about  with  as 
wdl  as  ever  he  did— for  Jack  could  never  cut  a  fev 
ther."t 

**  You  are  a  clever  fellow,  carpenter,"  rephed  the 
boatswain,  "  a  d—d  clever  fellow !  but  I  had  rather 
yon  tried  your  saw  and  red-hot  axe  upon  the  ship's 
knee-timDers  than  on  mine,  sink  me  I— But  that  here 
ia  not  the  case— The  question  is,  if  we  shall  part  with 
Captain  Cleveland  here,  who  is  a  man  of  thought  and 
action,  whereby  it  is  my  belief  it  would  be  heaving  the 
pilot  overboaru  when  the  gale  is  blowing  on  a  lee- 
shore.  And,  I  must  say,  it  is  not  the  part  of  a  trae 
heart  to  leave  his  mates,  who  have  been  here  waiting 
for  him  till  they  have  missed  stays.  Our  water  is  well 
nigh  out,  and  we  have  junketed  till  provisions  are  low 
vnth  us.  We  cannot  sail  without  provisions— we  can- 
not set  provisions  without  the  good- will  of  the  Kirk- 
waiTfolks.  If  we  remain  here  longer,  the  Halcyon 
Aigate  will  be  down  upon  ur-she  was  seen  off  Peter- 
nead  two  days  since,— and  we  shall  hang  up  at  the 
Yard-arm  to  be  sun-dried.  Now,  Captain  Cleveland 
will  get  us  out  of  the  hobbla  if  any  can.  He  can  play 
the  gentleman  with  these  Kirkwall  folks,  and  knows 
bow  to  deal  with  them  on  fair  terms,  and  foul,  toO)  if 
there  be  occasion  for  it" 

**  And  so  you  would  turn  honest  Captain  Gofie  a- 
grazing,  would  yel"  said  an  old  weatherbeaten  pirate, 
who  had  bi^t  one  eye ;  "  what  though  he  has  his  hu- 
mours, and  made  my  eye  dowse  the  glim  in  his  fancies 
and  frolics,  he  is  as  honest  a  man  as  ever  walked  a 
quarter-deck,  for  all  that ;  and  d— n  me  but  I  stand  by 
him  so  long  as  t'other  lantern  is  litl" 

"  Why,  you  would  not  hear  roe  out,"  said  Haw- 
kins ;  **  a  man  might  as  well  talk  to  so  manv  negers ! 
— I  tell  you,  I  propose  that  Cleveland  shall  only  be 
Captain  from  one,  post  meridUm,  to  five  a.  m.,  during 
which  time  Goffe  is  always  drank." 

The  Captain  of  whom  he  last  spoke  gave  sufficient 
proof  of  the  trath  of  his  words,  by  uttcnng  an  inarti- 
culate growl,  and  attempting  to  present  a  pistol  at  the 
mediator  Hawkins. 

"  Why,  look  ye  now !"  said  Derrick.  "  there  is  all 
the  sense  he  has,  to  set  drank  on  council-day,  Uke  one 
of  these  poor  silly  fellows  I" 

"  Ay,"  said  Bunoe,  "  drunk  as  Davy's  sow,  m  the 
face  of  the  field,  the  fray,  and  the  senate !" 

''But  nevertheless,"  continued  Derrick,  "it  will 
never  do  to  have  two  captains  in  the  same  day.  I 
think  week  about  might  suit  better— and  let  Cleve- 
land take  the  first  turn." 

"There  are  as  good  here  as  any  of  them,"  said 
Hawkins;  "howsomdever,  I  object  nothing  to  Cap- 
tain Cleveland,  and  I  think  he  may  help  us  mto  deep 
water  as  well  as  another." 

"  Ay,"  exclaimed  Bunra^"  and  a  better  figure  he  will 
make  at  bringing  these  Kirkwallei^  to  order  than  his 
sober  predecessor !— So  Captain  Cleveland  for  everl" 
**  Stop,  gentlemen."  said  Cleveland,  who  had  hi- 
therto been  silent;  I  hope  you  will  not  choose  me 
Captain  without  my  own  consent  T' 

Ay,  by  the  blue  vault  of  heaven  will  we,"  said 
Bunce,  "  If  it  be  pro  bono  publico  /" 

"But  hear  me,  at  least."  said  Cleveland— "I  do 
consent  to  take  command  of  the  vessel,  smce  you 

*ThM  wu  raally  an  exploit  of  the  oelAmted  Awry  th« 
pinite,  who  niddenljr.  and  withoat  provocation,  Iliad  hia  pialola 
imdar  the  table  where  he  eat  drinkinf  with  hia  nteaanatea, 
wounded  one  man  aevereljr,  and  thoufht  the  matter  a  good  jeet 
What  ii  still  more  extraordioarr,  hia  crew  regardea  it  in  the 
Ufht. 


t  A  aiup  foinf  fkit  throofh  the  aaa  ia  aaid  to  eat  a  ftathar, 
ilhidinf  to  the  ripple  whieh  ahe  throws  oirihmi  kar  bowa. 


wish  it,  and  because  I  see  you  will  ill  get  out  of  the 
scrape  without  me." 

"Why,  then,  I  say,  Cleveland  for  ever,  againf 
shouted  Bunce. 

"  Be  quiet,  prithee,  dear  Bunce !— honest  Altamontl" 
said  Cleveland.— "I  undertake  the  business  on  tlus 
condidon ;  that,  when  I  have  got  the  ship  cleared  for 
her  voyage,  with  provisions,  and  so  forth,  you  will  be 
content  to  restore  Captain  Goffe  to  the  command,  as 
I  said  before,  and  put  me  ashore  somewhere,  to  shift 
for  myself— You  will  then  be  sure  it  is  impossible  I  can 
betray  you,  since  I  will  remain  with  you  to  the  last 
moment" 

"Av,  and  after  the  last  moment,  too,  by  the  blue 
vault  I  or  I  mistake  the  matter,"  muttered  Bunce  to 
himself. 

The  matter  was  now  put  to  the  vote;  and  so  con- 
fident were  the  crew  in  Cleveland's  superior  address 
and  management,  that  the  temporary  deposition  of 
Gone  found  little  resistance  even  among  his  own  par- 
tisans, who  reasonably  enough  observed|  "he  nught 
at  least  have  kept  sober  to  look  after  his  own  busi- 
ness-^E'en  let  him  put  it  to  rights  again  himself  next 
mornm^  if  he  will." 

But  when  the  next  morning  came,  the  drunken  part 
of  the  crew,  being  infornled  of  the  issue  of  the  delibe- 
rations of  the  council,  to  which  they  were  virtually 
held  to  have  assented,  showed  such  a  superior  sense 
of  Cleveland's  meritsi  that  Gofie,  sulky  and  malecon- 
tent  as  he  was,  judged  it  wisest  for  the  present  to  sup- 
press his  feelings  of  resentment,  until  a  safer  opporm- 
nity  for  suffering  them  to  explode,  and  to  submit  to 
the  degradation  which  so  firequently  took  place  among 
a  piratical  crew. 

Cleveland,  on  his  part,  resolved  to  take  upon  him, 
with  spirit  and  without  loss  of  times  the  task  of  ex- 
tricating his  ship's  company  finm  their  perilous  situ- 
ation. For  this  purpose,  he  ordered  the  boat,  with 
the  purpose  of  going  ashore  in  person,  carrying  with 
him  twelve  of  the  stoutest  and  best  men  of  the  crew, 
all  very  handsomely  appointed,  (for  the  success  of 
their  nefarious  profession  had  enabled  the  pirates  to 
assume  nearly  as  gay  dresses  as  their  officers,)  and 
above  all,  eacn  man  being  sufficiently  armed  with 
cutlass  and  pistols,  and  several  having  pole-axes  and 
poniards. 

Cleveland  himself  was  gallantly  attired  in  a  blue 
coat,  lined  with  crimson  silk,  and  laced  with  sold 
very  richly,  crimson  damask  waistcoat  and  breeches, 
a  velvet  cap,  richly  embroidered,  with  a  white  fea- 
ther, white  silk  stockings,  and  red-heeled  shoes, 
which  were  the  extremity  of  finery  among  the  gal- 
lants of  the  day.  He  had  a  gold  chain  several  times 
folded  round  his  neck,  which  sustained  a  whistle  of 
the  same  metal,  the  ensign  of  his  authority.  Above 
all,  he  wore  a  decoration  peculiar  to  those  daring 
depredators,  who,  besides  one,  or  perhaps  two  brace 
of  pistols  at  their  belt,  had  usually  two  additional 
brace,  of  the  finest  mounting  and  workmanship,  sus- 
pended over  their  shoulders  in  a  sort  of  sling  or  scarf 
of  crimson  ribbon.  The  hilt  and  mounting  of  the 
Captain's  sword  corresponded  in  value  to  the  rest  of 
his  appointments,  and  ms  natural  good  mien  was  so 
well  adapted  to  the  whole  equipment,  that,  when  he 
appeared  on  deck,  he  was  received  with  a  general 
shout  by  the  crew,  who.  as  in  other  popular  societies, 
judged  a  great  desl  by  the  eye. 

Cleveland  took  with  him  in  the  boat,  amonsst 
otherS)  his  predecessor  in  office,  Gofle^  who  was  also 
very  nchly  dressed,  but  who,  not  havmg  the  advan- 
tase  of  such  an  exterior  as  Cleveland's,  looked  like 
a  ooorish  clown  in  the  dress  of  a  courtier,  or  rather 
like  a  vulgar-faced  footpad  decked  in  the  spoils  of 
some  one  whom  he  hss  murdered,  and  whose  claim 
to  the  property  of  his  garments  is  rendered  doubtful 
in  the  eyes  of  all  who  look  upon  him,  by  the  mixture 
of  awkwardness,  remorse,  cruelty,  and  insoleiioe^ 
which  clouds  his  countenance.  Cleveland  probably 
chose  to  take  Gofie  ashore  with  him,  to  prevent  his 
having  any  opportunity,  during  his  absence^  to  d^ 
bauch  the  crew  from  their  allegiance.  In  this  gmm 
they  left  the  ship,  and,  singing  to  their  oais,  whife 
the  water  foamed  higher  at  the  chorus,  soon  reached 
the  quay  of  Kirkwall 


Tsle  coarenation  wilb  liiin  of  K>me  length,  he  gai 
hun  direclicHia  how  lo  >cl  in  auch  emeigencies  i 

t'bMa  oituiBHinenU  being  made,  rmd  BuncehsTir 
b««n  repenledlv  chargad  la  Bland  upon  liiB  gutnl  alii 

riDSI  the  sdnerenls  of  Qofle  aad  any  mtenipl  froi 
■hore,  tho  bual  pul  nfT  As  ihe  spproiched  u.. 
htrboor,  Cleveland  diaplByod  a  while  flag,  and  could 
obaerve  Ihil  their  appearance  aeemed  looccuion  ~ 
Rood  deal  of  buBlle  and  aJarm.  People  wem  9Ee_ 
nuuing  to  and  bo,  and  aonie  of  liiem  appeared  to  be 
Balling  Dnder  arma.  The  biluiywa*  manned  has- 
ulir,  and  the  Engliab  eoloura  dimlayed.  Theaa  were 
■ttcming  Bfiiiptoma,  the  taltaer  ihal  Clevelaiid  knew, 
thai,  (hougn  tbere  w«ra  no  artJUenmen  in  Kirkwall, 
jtt  there  were  manr  aailara  perfecdr  competent  (o 
(he  maaaaeinenl  of  great  guni,  and  willing  enougb 

loindertaKe  "'"  — ' — "" 

Noting  th  111 

fje,  but  mil  10 

rShilbr  Ihi  id 

with  muakei  n 

with  half-pil  i- 


ward,  with  Ibe  purpow  of  mingUng  with  the  piiatM 
and  STailing  tbemadTea  ol  the  crowd  in  the  nanow 
entiBDce,  to  lecure  aa  manvu  the|ri»uld,  witboot 


ired,  commanding  four  of  hia  n ._  __ 

down  the  iitreel.  and  u  manr  to  confront  the  otnfd 
who  were  thrusting  each  other  from  abovo.  Tha 
buraherg  recoiled  back  from  the  fetocioua,  awanhr, 
ana  sunburnt  counlenaneea,  at  well  a>  the  lenlkd 
arm*  of  iheas  deapcradoea,  and  Clereland,  with  tha 
real  of  hia  partr,  entered  the  ooaneil-rootn,  wwrelbe 
HagiatratM  were  ailiing  in  council,  with  fnj  littU 
•tt«adsnoe.    nese  ^ntkmen  wen  thna  sqianted 


oulofdanga  ' 

laaa  conSden<  i 

calculated  to  ialimidate  their  onxiDenla. 

The  KirkwaJlera.  however,  ehowed  the  old  Ifonh- 
em  blood,  pul  a  manly  fa  ..... 


Cleveland  tvaa  the  fiiat  who  ET«ko,  as  the  parties 
alood  thua  kKiking  imon  eadi  other.—"  How  is  this, 
aaolkmeD  buraheral"  he  eaidi  "are  you  Orkney 
'  fi>lka  turned  Highlandmen,  that  you  are  ell  under 
ami  ao  early  lb»  morning ;  or  have  you  manned  the 
qaa|r  to  give  me  ibe  honour  of  a  ailule,  upon  lakinfi 
llie  comnwnd  of  my  ahip  T 

The  buighera  looked  on  each  other,  and  one  .. 
them  lephed  to  Clevelnnd— "  We  do  not  know  who 
VOD  are  i  il  wu  thai  other  man,"  pointing  to  OofTe, 

who  used  to  come  aahore  aa  Captain." 

"ThaloihergBnilemaniamy  male,  andcommanda 
in  my  absence,"  said  Cleveland :— "  but  what  is  that 
to  the  poipo'e''"  I  wish  to  qieak  with  your  Lord 
Hayor,  or  whatever  j'ou  call  him." 

"The  Provoat  is  Billing  in  council  with  the  H«gi>- 


Jb  the  bettar.'^^repljed  Cleveland.— "Where 

do  Ihau  Wonhipa  meet  T' 

"  In  tha  Council-bouae,"  answered  the  other. 

"Tbeo  make  war  for  iiB,  gentlemen,  if  you  please, 
fcrmy  people  and  I  are  going  ihora." 

Iliara  waita  whimramong  thelownspeoptei  but 
nranl  wen  luiieacnved  upon  engagins  ax  a  despe- 
nie,  and  pohapa  an  unoecewary  confficl,  with  dea- 
penlemeni  andthemoMdelermmedcilixena formed 
th*  hasty  reflection  that  the  atnniBri  mi^t  be  more 
••lily  maatered  in  the  bouse,  orpMAapa  in  the  narrow 
streeta  whieh  they  had  to  traverse,  uun  when  ihey 
alood  drawn  up  and  prepared  for  battle  upon  the 
quay.  They  soKred  them,  therefon^  to  proceed  nn- 
molMtedi  and  Clsreland,  moving  very  slowly,  k  — 

mg  his  people  cloae  ■ ■—    -  "— = — 

press  unoQ  the  flanki,  . 

makiog  four  men,  who 

ban  round  and  uca  to  ine  rear  irom  tune  to  um 

rendered  it,  by  his  caution,  a  Tcry  dangerous  lask 

make  any  attempt  i^an  (hem. 


for  they  looked  upon  l 

when  Cleveland  thus  addressed  tbem  :- 

"Oood  morrow,  gem lemen,— I  hope  there  isDOun- 
kindneas  betwixt  us.  I  am  come  to  Islk  with  yon 
about  gettmg  tuppli^  for  my  ship  yonder  in  theiUHl- 

"  Vour  abip,  air  1"  said  iht  Provost,  whowaaaman 
f  sense  and  apirit,— "how  do  we  know  thai  you  are 

"Look  at  me."  said  Cleveland,  "  and  yon  will,  I 

link,  Bcarce  aek  the  Question  again." 

The  Magistrate  looked  at  him,  and  accordingly  did 
.j>t  think  proper  topuraue  that  part  of  the  inqauy.  )»> 
proceeded  lo  s«r— "Andif  you  an  bet  Captain^  whc 

tradsr,  and  we  know  thai 

"  Tbov  are  more  mea-of-war  on  the  aea  than  sail 
under  the  British  flaK"  replied  Cleveland ;  "  but  aajr 
Ibal  1  were  commander  or  a  free-trader  hete,  wiHing 
to  eichange  tobacco,  brandy,  gin,  and  auch  likc^  for 
cured  Bah  and  hides,  why,  1  do  not  think  I  deserve  so 
very  had  uaage  from  the  roeKhaula  of  Kirkwall  ta  to 
deny  me  provisions  for  my  money?" 

"Look  you,  Captain,"  said  iheTown-cIe^  "it  is 
nol  thai  we  are  so  very  atreight-laced  nathef— fi)r, 
when  gentlemen  of  your  cloth  come  this  waj.  il  ia  ■• 
weel,  as  I  tauld  the  Provoat,  just  to  do  as  the  collier 
did  when  he  met  the  devU,— and  thai  is,  to  have  nae- 
ihing  lo  eav  to  thcan,  if  they  have  oaething  to  say  In 
us  1— and  iben  is  ihe  gentleman,"  pointioK  to  Oof^ 
"  that  was  Captsin  bobre  you,  and  may  oe  Captain 
after  you,"— (The  cuckold  speaks  iniih  in  that," 
muttered  Oone,)-^"  he  knows  wall  how  handaomdy 
we  enlenaincd  him,  till  he  and  his  men  took  opon 
run  through  the  town  like  helhcal  dovib. — 

of  thim  there  I— Ihal  was  the  very  fallow 

that  stopped  my  servant-wench  on  the  slieeL  as  sb* 
carried  the  laniern  home  before  me,  sod  insulted  her 
before  my  face  I" 
"  If  il  please  yotir  noble  Mayorship's  bonaiir  and 

ly,"  said  Derrick,  the  fellow  at  whom  Ihe  Town- 


quiia  a  diShrent  sort  trf'a  person." ' 

"Who  was  it,  then,  aiT'  said  the  Prowai. 

"Why.  please  your  mljeaty'*  worahio. '  sud  Det- 
ilck,  making  several  ssa  bows,  and  deKnbing  as 

ly  as  be  could,  the  cxtetior  cDf  the  worthy  Magi*- 

... ^libnael^  "  he  was  an  dderty  gentlaman,— Pulcfa 

biiitt,  rotmd  in  the  alem,  with  a  while  wig  and  a  red 
—     -very  Idie  your  majeUr,  I  ihink  i"  then,  tnmiiig 

oTiindfl,  he  added,  "Jock,  don't  you  think  tbe 

fellow  thai  warned  tokias  the  pretty  girl  with  the  lan- 
tern t'otha-mghl,  was  very  like  his  worship  1" 

"  By  O— .  Tora  Derrick,"  answered  the  pany  ap- 
pealed to,    I  believe  il  is  Utevmy  man  r' 

"This  IS  insolence  which  we  can  make  yc 


ascended  the  narrow  ilreelian^  I  at  gentlemen  I"  nid  Ihe  Hagiattale, 


juslly  irril 
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at  their  efironteiy ;  "  you  have  behaved  in  this  town, 
as  if  you  were  in  an  Indian  village  at  Madagascar. 
You  yourself  Captain,  if  captain  you  be,  were  at  the 
head  of  another  riot,  no  lon^r  since  than  yesterday. 
We  will  give  you  no  provisions  till  we  know  better 
whom  we  are  supplving^  And  do  not  think  to  bully 
us;  when  I  shake  this  nandkerchief  out  at  the  win- 
dow, which  is  at  my  elbow,  your  ship  goes  to  the 
bottom.  Remember  she  lies  under  the  guns  of  our 
battery." 

"And  how  many  of  these  guns  are  honeycombed, 
Mr.  Mayor  1"  said  CievelanoT  He  put  the  question 
by  chance ;  but  instantly  perceived,  from  a  sort  of 
cond5isbn  which  the  Provost  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
bide,  that  the  artillery  of  Kirkwall  was  not  in  the  best 
order.  "  Come,  come,  Mr.  Mavor,"  he  said, "  bullying 
will  go  down  with  us  as  little  as  with  you.  Your 
^ns  yonder  will  do  more  harm  to  the  poor  old  sailors 
who  are  to  work  them  than  to  our  sloop ;  and  if  we 
bring  a  broadside  to  bear  on  the  town,  why.  your 
wiv^  crockery  will  be  in  some  daiu;er.  And  then  to 
talk  to  us  of  seamen  being  a  little  frolicsome  ashore, 
why,  when  are  they  otherwise  7  You  have  the  Green- 
land whalers  plaving  the  devil  among  you  every  now 
and  then :  and  the  very  Dutchmen  cut  capers  m  the 
streets  or  Kirkwall,  like  porpoises  before  a  gale  of 
wind.  I  am  told  you  are  a  man  of  sense,  and  I  am 
sure  vou  and  I  cocud  settle  this  matter  in  the  course 
of  a  nve  minute's  palaver." 

"Well,  sir,"  said  the  Provost,  "I  will  hear  what 
you  have  to  say,  if  vpu  will  walk  this  way." 

Cleveland  accordinglv  followed  him  into  a  small 
interior  apartment,  and,  when  there,  addressed  the 
Provost  thus :  "I  will  lay  aside  my  pistols,  su",  if  you 
are  afraid  of  them." 

"  D— n  vour  pistols !"  answered  the  Provost,  "  I 
have  served  the  King,  and  fear  the  smell  of  powder  as 
little  as  you  do !" 

"So  much  the  better,"  said  Cleveland,  "for  you 
will  hear  me  the  more  coolly.— Now,  Sir,  let  us  be 
what  perhaps  vou  suspect  us,  or  let  us  be  any  thing 
else,  what,  m  the  name  of  Heaven,  can  vou  get  by 
keeping  us  here,  but  blows  and  oloodsnedf  For 
which,  believe  me,  we  are  much  better  provvied  than 
you  can  pretend  to  be.  The  point  is  a  plain  one— you 
are  desirous  to  be  rid  of  us— we  are  desirous  to  be 
flone.  Let  us  have  the  means  of  departure,  and  we 
leave  you  instantly." 

"Look  ye,  Captain/'  said  the  Provost,  "I  thirst 
for  no  man's  blood.  You  are  a  pretty  fellow,  as  there 
were  many  among  the  buccaiuers  m  my  time— but 
there  is  no  harm  in  wishing  you  a  better  trade.  You 
should  have  the  stores  and  welcome,  for  your  money, 
so  you  would  make  these  seas  clear  of  you.  But  then, 
bere  lies  the  rub.  The  Halcyon  frigate  is  expected 
herein  these  parts  immediately;  when  she  hears  of 
you  she  will  be  at  you :  for  there  is  nothing  the  white 
lapelle  loves  better  than  a  rover— you  are  seldom 
without  a  cargo  of  dollars.  Well,  he  comes  down, 
gets  you  under  his  stem" 


land. 


lows  us  into  the  air,  if  you  please,"  said  Cleve- 


Nay,  that  must  be  as  you  please,  Captain,"  said 
the  Provost ;  "  hue  then,  what  is  to  come  of  the 
good  town  of  Kirkwall,  that  has  been  packing  and 
peeling  with  the  King's  enemies  7  The  burgh  will  be 
laid  under  a  round  fine,  and  it  may  be  chat  the  Pro- 
vost may  not  come  offso  easily." 

. "  Well,  then,"  said  Cleveland,  "  I  see  where  your 
pinch  lies.  Now,  suppose  that  1  run  round  this  island 
of  yours,  and  get  into  the  roadstead  at  Stromnessi 
We  could  get  what  we  want  put  on  board  there  with- 
out Kirkwall  or  the  Provost  seeming  to  have  any 
hand  in  it ;  or,  if  it  should  be  ever  questioned,  your 
want  of  force  and  our  superior  strength,  will  make  a 
sufficient  apology." 

"  That  may  be,"  said  the  Provost ;  "  but  if  I  suffer 
you  to  leave  your  present  station,  and  go  cJlse where, 
I  must  have  some  security  that  you  will  not  do  harm 
to  the  country." 

"  And  we,"  said  Cleveland,  "  must  have  some 
security  on  01 
dribblins  out 
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nue  on  shore  as  a  hostage,  on  the  one  side,  provided 
you  will  give  me  your  word  not  to  betray  me,  and 
send  some  magistrate,  or  person  of  consequenqe, 
aboard  the  sloop,  where  his  safety  will  be  a  guarantee 
for  mine." 

The  Provost  shook  his  head,  and  intimated  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  a  person  willing  to  place 
himself  as  hostage  in  such  a  perilous  condition ;  but 
sai4  he  would  propose  the  arrangement  to  such  of  the 
council  as  were  fit  to  be  trusted  with  a  matter  of  such 
weight. 


CHAPTER   XXXV. 
"  I  left  mj  poor  plough  to  fo  phmfhiof  the  deep  l** 

DiBDIN. 

Whjbn  the  Provost  and  Cleveland  had  returned 
into  the  public  council-room,  the  former  retired  a 
second  time  with  such  of  his  brethren  as  he  thought 
proper  to  advise  with ;  and,  while  they  were  engaged 
m  discussing  Cleveland's  proposal,  refreehinents 
were  offered  to  him  and  his  party.  These  the  Cap- 
tain permitted  his  people  to  partake  of^  but  with 
the  greatest  precaution  against  surprisal,  one  party 
relieving  the  guard,  whilst  the  others  were  at  their 
food. 

He  himself^  in  the  mean  while,  walked  \m  and 
down  the  apartment,  and  conversed  upon  indifferent 
subjects  with  those  present,  like  a  person  quite  at  his 
ease. 

Amongst  these  individuals  he  saw,  somewhat,  to 
his  surprise,  Triptolemiis  Yellowley,  who,  chancing 
to  be  at  Kirkwall,  had  been  summoned  by  the  Ma- 
gistrateeu  as  representative^  in  a  certain  degree, ,of  the 
Loid  chamberlain,  to  attend  council  on  this  oc- 
casion. Cleveland  immediately  renewed  the ,  ac- 
quaintance which  he  had  formed  with  the  agricul- 
turist at  Burgh- Westra,  and  asked  him  his  present 
business  in  Oroney. 

"Just  to  look  after  some  of  my  little  plans.  Captain 
Cleveland.  I  am  weary  of  fighting  with  wild  beasts 
at  Ephesus  yonder,  ana  I  just  cam  ower  to  see  how 
my  orchard  was  thriving,  whilk  I  had  planted  four 
or  five  miles  from  Kirkwall,  it  may  be  a  year  bygane, 
and  how  the  bees  were  thriving,  whereof  I  had  im- 
ported nine  skeps,  foe  the  improvement  of  the  country, 
and  for  the  tummg  of  the  heather-bloom  into  wax 
and  honey."  ^ 

"  And  they  thrive,  I  hope?"  said  Cleveland,  who, 
however  little  interested  in  the  matter,  susuined  the 
conversation,  as  if  to  break  the  chilly  and  em- 
barrass«i  silence  which  hung  upon  the  company 
assembled. 

"  Thrive  1"  replied  Triptolemus ;  "  they  thrive  like 
every  thing  else  m  this  country,  and  that  is  the  back- 
ward way?' 

"  Want  of  care,  I  suppose?"  said  Cleveland. 

"  The  contrary,  sir,  auite  and  clean  the  contrary," 
replied  the  Factor  j  *'  they  died  of  ower  muckle  care, 
Uke  Lucky  ChrisUe's  chickens.— I  asked  to  see  the 
skeps,  and  cuiming  and  joyfiil  did  the  fallow  look 
who  was  to  have  taken  care  of  them — *  Had  there 
been  ony  body  in  charge  but  mysell,'  he  said,  'ye 
might  have  seen  the  skeps,  or  whatever  you  ca'  them ; 
but  there  wed  hae  been  as  mony  solan-geese  as 
flees  in  them,  if  it  hadna  been  for  my  four  quarters : 
for  I  watched  them  so  closely,  that  I  saw  them  a 
creeping  out  at  the  little  holes  one  sunny  momins^ 
and  if  fnad  not  stopped  the  leak  on  the  instant  with 
a  bit  clay,  the  deil  a  oee,  or  flee,  or  whatever  they  are, 
would  have  been  left  in  the  skeps,  as  ye  ca'  them ! — 
In  a  word,  sir,  he  had  clagged  up  the  hives,  as  if  the 
puir  things  had  had  the  pestilence,  and  my  bees  were 
as  dead  as  if  they  had  bc«n  smeaked— and  so  ends  my 
hGpe.gencrandi gloria  mcUU,  as  Virgilius  hath  it" 

^  Theie  is  an  end  of  your  mead,  then,"  rrohed 
Cleveland ; "  but  what  is  your  chance  of  cider  ?— How 
does  the  orchard  thrive  ? 

"O  Captain!  this  same  Solomon  of  the  Orcadian 
Ophir— I  am  sure  no  man  need  to  send  thither  to  fetch 
either  Ulents  of  gold  or  talents  of  sense !— I  say,  this 
wise  man  had  watered  the  young  apple-trees,  m.ms 
great  tenderness,  with  hot  water,  aind  they  are  perish- 
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ed,  root  and  branch !  But  what  avails  ffrievins  7— 
And  I  wish  you  would  tell  me,  instead,  what  is  all  the 
din  that  these  sood  folks  are  making  about  pirates  7 
and  what  for  all  these  ili-looking  men,  that  are  armed 
like  so  mony  Highlandmen,  assembled  in  the  judg- 
ment-chamber 7— for  I  am  just  come  from  the  other 
aide  of  the  island,  and  I  have  heard  nothing  distinct 
about  it— And,  now  I  look  at  you  voursell,  Captain,  I 
thing  you  have  mair  of  these  fooUsh  pistolets  about 
you  than  should  suffice  an  honest  man  in  quiet 
times  r 

"And  so  I  think  too,"  said  the  pacific  Triton,  old 
Haagan.  who  had  b^n  an  unwilling  follower  or  the 
daring  Montrose ;  "  if  you  had  been  in  the  Glen  of 
Edderachyllis,  when  we  were  sae  sair  worried  by  Sir 
John  Wony" 

"  You  have  foigot  the  whole  matter,  neighbour 
Haagen,"  said  the  factor  k,  "  Sir  John  Urry  was  on 
your  side,  and  was  ta'en  with  Montrose ;  by  the  same 
token,  he  lost  his  head." 

"  Did  he  T*  said  the  Triton.—"  I  believe  you  may  be 
right ;  for  he  changed  sides  mair  than  anes,  and  wha 
kens  whilk  hediea  for7— But  always  he  was  there, 
and  so  was  I ;— a  fight  there  was,  and  I  never  wish  to 
see  another  \" 

The  entrance  of  the  provost  here  interrupted  their 
desultorv  conversation.—"  We  have  determined,"  he 
said,  "Cfaptain,  that  your  ship  shall  go  round  to  Strom- 
ness,  or  Scalpa-flow,  to  take  in  stores,  in  order  that 
there  may  be  no  more  ouarrels  between  the  Fair  folks 
and  your  seamen.  Ana  as  you  wish  to  stay  on  shore 
to  see  the  Fair,  we  intend  to  send  a  respectable  gentle- 
man on  board  yourv^Mel  to  pilot  her  round  the 
Mainland,  as  the  navigation  is  but  ticklish." 

"  Spoken  like  a  ouiet  and  sensible  magistrate,  Mr. 
Mayor,"  said  Cleveland,  *'  and  no  otherwise  than  as  I 
ezpectecL— And  what  gentleman  is  to  honour  our 
quarter-dieck  during  my  absence  7" 

"We  have  fixed  that,  too,  Captain  Cleveland,"  said 
the  Provost ;  "  you  may  be  sure  we  were  each  more 
desirous  thaiMinother  to  go  upon  so  pleasant  a  voyage, 
and  in  such  good  company :  but  being  Fair  time,  most 
of  us  have  some  afiauB  in  hand— I  myself  in  respect 
of  my  ofiSce,  caiinot  be  well  spared— the  eldest  Bai- 
lie's wife  is  lying-in— the  Treasurer  does  not  agree 
with  the  sea— two  Bailies  have  the  gout— the  other 
two  are  absent  from  town— and  the  other  fifteen  mem- 
bers of  council  are  all  engaged  on  particular  business." 

"All  that  I  can  tell  yop,  Mr.  Mayor,"  said  Cleve- 
land, raising  his  voice,  "  is.  that  I  expect" 

"  A  moment's  patience  it  you  please,  Captain,"  said 
the  Provost,  interrupting  nim— "  So  that  we  have 
come  to  the  resolution  that  our  worthy  Mr.  Tripto- 
lemus  Yellowley,  who  is  Factor  to  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain of  these  islands,  shall,  in  respect  of  his  official 
situation,  be  preferred  to  the  honour  and  pleasure  of 
accompanying  you." 

"  Me !"  said  the  astonished  Triptolemos ;  "  what 
the  devil  should  1  do  going  on  your  voyages  7— my 
business  is  on  dry  land!" 

"The  gentlemen  want  a  pilot,"  said  the  Provost, 
whispering  to  him,  "  and  there  is  no  eviting  to  give 
them  one." 

"Do  they  want  to  go  bump  on  shore,  then 7"  said 
the  Factor—"  how  the  devil  should  I  pilot  them,  that 
never  touched  rudder  in  my  life  7" 

"  Hush  !-hush  !-be  silent !"  said  the  Provost,  "  if 
the  people  of  this  town  heard  ye  say  such  a  word, 
your  utility,  and  reroect,  and  rank,  aind  every  thing 
else,  is  clean  gone !— No  man  is  any  thing  with  us 
island  folks,  unless  he  can  hand,  reef^  and  steer.— Be- 
sides, it  is  but  a  mere  form ;  and  we  will  send  old  Pate 
Sinclair  to  help  you.  Tou  will  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry  all  day." 

**  Eat  and  drink  l"  said  the  Factor,  not  able  to  com- 
prehend exactly  why  this  piece  of  duty  was  pressed 
upon  him  so  hastily,  and  yet  not  very  capable  of  re- 
fluting  or  extricatmg  himself  firom  the  toils  of  the 
more  knowing  Provost—"  Eat  and  drink !— that  is 
all  very  well ;  but,  to  speak  truth^  the  sea  does  not 
agree  with  roe  any  more  than  with  the  Treasurer : 
™.I.  have  always  a  better  appetite  for  eating  and 
dnnkmg  ashore."^ 

**Hu8h!  hush  I  hushr  agam  sakl  the Provoat,  in 


an  under  tone  of  earnest  expostulation ;  "  would  you 
actually  ruin  your  character  out  and  out7— A  Factor 
of  the  High  Chamberlain  of  the  Isles  of  Orkney 
and  Zetland,  and  not  like  the  seal— vou  might  as 
well  say  you  are  a  Highlander,  and  do  not  like 
whisky  1"^ 

"Y9U  must  settle  it  somehow,  gentlemen,"  said 
Captam  Cleveland :  "it  is  time  we  were  under  weigh. 
—Mr.  Triptolemus  Yellowley,  are  we  to  be  honoured 
with  your  company  7" 

"I  am  sure,  Captain  Cleveland,"  stammered  the 
Factor,  "  I  would  nave  no  objection  to  go  any  where 
withyou— only" 

"He  has  no  objection,"  said  the  Provost,  catdiing 
at  the  first  limb  of  the  sentence,  without  awaiting  the 
conclusion. 

"  He  has  no  objection,"  cried  the  Treasurer. 

*]  He  has  no  oojection."  sung  out  the  whole  four 
Bailies  together;  and  the  fifteen  Councillors,  all 
catching  up  the  same  phrase  of  assent,  repcMted  it  in 
chorus,  with  the  additions  of— "good  man' —"public- 
spirited"—"  honourable  gentleman"—"  burgh  eter- 
nally obliged"—"  where  will  you  find  such  a  worthy 
Factor  7"  and  so  forth. 

Astonished  and  confused  at  the  praises  with  which 
he  was  overwhelmed  on  all  sides,  and  in  no  shape 
understanding  the  nature  of  the  transaction  that  was 
going  forward,  the  astounded  and  overwhelmed  agri- 
culturist becaine  uicapable  of  resisting  the  part  of  the 
Kirkwall  Curtius  thus  insidiously  forced  upon  him, 
and  was  delivered  up  by  Captam  Clevdand  to  hia 

Earty  with  the  strictest  injunctions  to  treat  him  with 
onour  and  attention.  QoBe  and  his  companioiis  be- 
gan now  to  lead  him  ofi*,  amid  the  aoplauses  of  the 
whole  meeting,  after  the  manner  in  which  the  victim 
of  ancient  days  was  garlanded  and  greeted  by  shouts, 
when  consigned  to  the  priest&  for  the  purpose  of  being 
led  to  the  altar,  and  knocked  on  the  head,  a  saci^oe 
for  the  commonweal.  It  was  while  they  thus  con- 
ducted, and  in  a  manner  forced  him  out  of  the  Coun- 
cil-chamber, that  poor  Triptolemus,  much  a]arm«i  at 
finding  that  Cleveland,  in  whom  he  had  some  confi- 
dence, was  to  remain  behind  the  party^  tried,  when 
just  ^ing  out  at  the  door,  the  el^t  of  one  remon- 
stratmg  bellow.—"  Nay,  hut,  Provost !— Captain  !— 
Bailies!— Treasurer!  Councillors  I— If  Captain  Cleve- 
land does  not  go  aboard  to  protect  me,  it  is  nae 
bargain,  and  go  I  will  not,  unless  I  am  trailed  with 
cart-ropes !" 

,His  protest  was,  however,  drowned  in  the  una- 
nimous chorus  of  the  Magistrates  and  CoundUors, 
retumhig  him  thanks  for  his  pubUc  nNrit— wiahiiig 
him  a  good  voyage— and  praying  to  Heaven  for  his 
happy  and  speedy  return.  Stunned  and  overwhelmed, 
and  thinking,  if  ne  had  any  distinct  thoughts  at  alL 
that  remonstrance  was  vain^  where  friends  and 
strangers  seemed  alike  determmed  to  carry  the  point 
against  him,  Triptolemus.  without  farther  resistance, 
suSered  himself  to  be  conducted  into  the  street,^  whoe 
the  pirate's  boat's-crew,  assembling  around  him,  be- 
gan to  move  slowly  towards  the, quay,  manv  of  the 
townsfolk  following  out  of  curiosity,  but  without  any 
attempt  at  interference  or  annoyance;  for  the  s^iecific 
compromise  which  the  dexterity  of  the  first  Masistrair 
had  achieved,  was  unanimously  approved  of  as  a 
much  better  settlement  of  .the  disputes  betwixt  then 
and  the  strangers,  than  might  have  been  attained  by 
the  dubious  issue  of  an  appeal  to  arms. 

Mean  while,  as  they  went  slowly  along,  Triptole- 
mus had  time  to  study  the  sppearance,  countenance, 
and  dress,  of  those  into  whose  hands  he  had  been 
thus  delivered,  and  began  to  imagine  that  he  read  id 
their  looks,  not  only  the  general  expression  of  a  deS' 
perate  character,  but  some  sinister  intentions  directed 
particulariy  towards  himself.  He  was  alarmed  by 
the  truoilent  looks  of  Oofi*e,  in  particular,  who,  hoM- 
'mg  his  arm  with  a  gripe  which  resemblea  in  (tehcacy 
or  touch  the  compression  of  a  smith's  vice,  cast  oo 
him  fiiom  the  outer  corner  of  his  eye  oblique  glanoea, 
like  those  which  the  eagle  throws  upon  tne  ffftff 
which  she  has  clutched,  ere  yet  she  proceedeL  as  it  is 
technically  called,  to  plume  it  At  length  YdiowleT's 
fears  got  so  far  the  better  of  his  prudence,  that  be 
fairiy  asked  his  terrible  conductor,  in  a  sort  of  crying 
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whisper,  **Are  you  going  to  mnrder  me,  Captain,  in 
the  face  of  the  laws  baith  of  God  and  man  ?" 

"  Hold  fouT  peace,  if  yoa  ore  wise,"  said  GofTe, 
who  had  hie  own  reasons  for  desiring  to  increase  the 
panic  of  his  captive ;  '*  we  have  not  murdered  a  man 
these  three  months,  and  why  should  you  put  us  in 
niindof  it?" 

"  Vou  are  but  joking,  I  hope,  good  worthy  Cap- 
lain  I**  replied  Tnptoleraus.  ^'This  is  worse  than 
witches,  dwarfs,  dirking  of  whales,  and  cowpinf;  of 
cobles,  put  all  together !— this  is  an  away-giBnging 
crop,  with  a  vengeance !— What  good,  iu  Heaven's 
oanic,  would  murdering  me  do  to  you  7" 

"  We  might  have  some  pleasure  in  it,  at  least,'.' 
said  Goffk— "Look  these  fellows  in  the  face,  and  see 
if  you  Sue  one  among  them  that  would  not  rather  kill 
a  man  than  let  it  alone?— But  we  will  speak  more  of 
that  when  you  have  first  had  a  tasie  of  the  bilboes— 
tinless,  indeed,  you  come  down  with  a  handsome 
round  handful  or  ChiU  boards*  for  your  ransom." 

**  As  I  shall  live  by  bread,  Captain,"  answered  the 
Factor,  "  that  misbegotten  dwarf  has  carried  off  the 
whole  hornful  of  silver!" 

**  A  cat-and-nine-tails  will  make  you  find  it  again," 
said  Ooffe,  gruffly ;  "flogging  and  pickling  is  an  ex- 
cellent receipt  to  bring  a  man's  wealth  into  his  mind 
—twisting  a  bowstring;  round  his  skull  till  the  eyes 
start  a  little,  is  a  very  jiood  remembrancer  too." 

"Captain,"  replied  Yellowley,  stoutly,  "I  have  no 
money — seldom  can  improvers  nave*  We  turn  pas- 
ture to  tillage,  and  barley  into  aits,  and  heather  into 
greensward,  and  the  poor  yarpha^  as  the  benighted 
creatures  here  call  their  peat-bora,  into  baittle  grass- 
land ;  but  we  seldom  malce  any  thing  of  it  that  comes 
back  to  our  ain  pouch.  The  carles  and  the  cart-avers 
make  it  all,  and  the  carles  and  the  cart-avers  eat  it 
alL  axd  thedeil  clink  doun  with  it !" 

^  Well,  well,"  said  Goffe,  "if  you  be  really  a  poor 
fellow,  as  you  pretend,  I'll  stand  your  friend:"  then, 
inclining  his  head  so  as  to  reach  the  ear  of  the  Fac- 
tor, who  stood  on  tiptoe  with  anxiety,  he  said.  "If 
jrou  love  your  life,  do  not  enter  the  boat  with  us." 

"  But  how  am  I  to  get  away  from  you,  while  you 
hold  me  so  fast  by  the  arm,  that  I  could  not  get  off  if 
the  whole  year's  crop  of  Scotland  dependcsd  on  it?" 

"Hark  ye,  you  gudgeon,"  said  Goffe,  "iusi  when 
you  come  to  the  water's  edge,  and  when  the  fellows 
are  jumping  in  and  taking  their  oars,  slue  yourself 
round  suddenly  to  the  larboard— I  will  lei  go  your 
arm—and  then  cut  and  run  for  your  life  I" 

Triptolemus  did  as  ho  was  desired,  GofTe's  willing 
hand  relaxed  the  gmfip  as  he  had  promised,  the  agn- 
cujturist  trundled  off  like  a  football  that  has  just  re- 
ceived a  strong  impulse  from  the  foot  of  one  of  the 
players,  and,  with  celerity  which  surprised  himself  as 
well  as  all  beholdere,  fled  through  the  town  of  Kirk- 
wall. Nay.  such  was  the  impetus  of  his  retreat,  that, 
as  if  the  grasp  of  the  pirate  was  still  open  to  pounce 
upon  him,  he  never  stopped  till  he  had  traversed  the 
whole  town,  and  attained  the  open  country  on  the 
other  side.    They  who  had  seen  him  that  day— his 
hat  and  wig  lost  in  the  sudden  effort  he  had  made  to 
bolt  forward,  his  cravat  awry,  and  his  waistcoat  un- 
buttoned.—and  who  had  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
his  round  spherical  form  and  snort  legs  with  the  por- 
tentous speed  at  which  he  scoured  through  the  street, 
might  well  say,  that  if  Fury  ministers  arms.  Fear 
confers  wings.    His  very  mode  of  running  seemed 
to  be  that  peculiar  to  his  fleecy  care,  for,  hke  a  ram  in 
the  midst  of  his  race,  he  ever  and  anon  encouraged 
himself  by  a  great  bouncing  attempt  at  a  leap,  though 
there  were  no  obstacles  in  his  way. 

There  was  no  pursuit  after  the  agriculturist ;  and 
though  a  musket  or  two  were  presented,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sending  a  leaden  messenger  after  him,  yet 
Goffe,  turning  peace-maker  for  once  in  his  life,  so 
exaggerated  the  dangers  that  would  attend  a  breach 
of  the  truce  with  the  people  of  Kirkwall,  that  he  pre- 
vailed upon  the  boat's  crew  to  forbear  any  active 

hostilities,  and  to  pull  ofl*  for  their  vessel  with  all 

despatch. 

The  burghers,  who  regarded  the  escape  of  Trip- 
tolemus as  a  triumph  on  their  side,  gave  the  boat 
*  CosBinoolf  called  by  landmso,  Qpsnidi  doUara. 
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three  cheers,  by  way  of  an  inaultbg  fiurewell ;  while 
the  Magistrates,  on  the  other  hand,  entertained  great 
anxiety  respecting  the  probable  consequences  oithis 
breach  of  articlesbetween  them  and  the  pirates ;  and, 
could  they  have  seized  upon  the  fugitive  very  privately, 
instead  of  complimenting  him  with  a  civic  feast  m 
honour  of  the  agility  which  he  displayed,  it  is  likely 
they  might  have  delivered  the  run-away  hos  age  once 
more  into  the  hands  of  his  foemcn.  fiut  it  was  im- 
possible to  set  their  face  publicly  to  such  an  act  of 
violence,  and  therefore  they  contented  themselves  with 
closelv  watching  Cleveland,  whom  they  determined 
to  maite  responsible  for  any  aggression  which  might 
be  attempted  by  the  pirates.  Cleveland,  on  his  part, 
easily  conjectured  that  the  motive  which  Goffe  had  for 
suffering  the  hostage  to  escape,  was  to  leave  him 
answerable  for  all  consequences,  and,  relying  more  on 
the  attachment  and  intelligence  of  his  fnend  and 
adherent,  Frederick  Altamont,  alias  Jack  Bunce,  thau 
on  any  thing  else,  expected  the  result  with  considera- 
ble anxiety,  since,  the  Magistrates,  though  they  con- 
tinued to  treat  him  with  civility,  plainly  intimated 
they  would  regulate  his  treatment  by  the  behaviour 
of  the  crew,  though  he  no  longer  commanded  them. 

It  was  not,  however,  without  some  reason  that  he 
reckoned  on  the  devoted  fidelity  of  Bunce ;  for  no 
sooner  did  that  trusty  adherent  receive  from  Goffe^ 
and  the  boat's  crew,  the  news  of  the  escape  of  Trip* 
tolemus,  than  he  immediately  concluded  it  had  been 
fayourea  by  the  late  Captain,  in  order  that,  Cleveland 
being  either  put  to  death  or  consigned  to  hopeless  im- 
prisonment, Goffe  might  be  call^  upon  to  resume  the 
command  of  the  vessel. 

"  But  the  drunken  old  boatswain  shall  miss  his 
maik,"  said  Bunce  to  his  confederate  Fletcher ;  "  or 
else  I  am  contented  to  quit  the  name  of  Altamont, 
and  be  called  Jack  Bunce,  or  Jack  Dunce,  if  you  like 
it  better,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter." 

Availing  himself  accordingly  of  a  sort  of  nautical 
eloquence,  which  his  enemies  termed  slapk-jaw,  Bunce 
set  before  the  crew,  in  a  most  animated  manner,  the 
disgrace  which  they  all  sustained,  by  their  Captain 
remaining,  as  he  was  pleased  to  term  it,  in  the  bilboes, 
without  any  hostajgo  to  answer  for  his  safety ;  and 
succeeded  so  for,  that,  besides  exciting  a  good  deal  of 
discontent  asainst  Goffe,  he  brought  the  crew  to  the 
resolution  of  seizing  the  first  vessel  of  a  tolerable 
appearance,  and  declaring  that  the  ship,  crew,  and 
cargo  should  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  usage 
which  Cleveland  should  receive  on  shore.  It  was 
judged  at  the  same  time  proper  to  try  the  faith  of  the 
Orcadians,  by  removing  from  the  roadstead  of  Kirk- 
wall, and  going  round  to  that  of  Stromness,  wher& 
according  to  the  treaty  betwixt  Provost  Torfe  and 
Captain  Cleveland,  they  were  to  victual  their  sloop. 
They  resolved,  in  the  mean  time,  to  intrust  the  com- 
mand of  the  vessel  to  a  council,  consisting  of  Goffe, 
the  boatswVin,  and  Bunce  himself,  until  Cleveland 
should  be  in  a  situation  to  resume  lus  command. 

These  resolutions  having  been  proposed  and  ac- 
ceded to,  they  weighed  anchor,  and  got  their  sloop 
under  sail,  without  experiencing  any  opposition  or 
annoyance  from  the  batteryi  which,  reueved  them 
of  one  important  apprehension  incidental  to  their 
situation. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

CUp  00  more  lail,  pursue,  up  with  your  ftftita, 
Give  fire-the  10  inj  prue,  or  oomo  whelm  litem  all  I 

SHAKSPSARlt. 

A  vsRT  handsome  brig,  which,  with  several  other 
vessels,  was  the  property  of  Magnus  Troil,  the  great 
Zetland  Udaller,  liaa  received  on  board  that  Magnate 
himself  his  two  lovely  daughters,  and  the  facetious 
Claud  Halcro,  who,  for  friendship  s  sake  chiefly,  and 
the  love  of  beauty  proper  to  his  poetical  calling, 
attended  them  on  their  journey  from  Zetland  to  the 
capital  of  Orkney,  to  which  Noma  had  referred  them, 
as  the  place  where  her  mystical  oracles  should  at 
length  receive  a  satisfactory  explanation. 

They  passed,  at  a  distance,  the  tromcndous  clifls  of 
the  lonely  spot  of  earth  called  the  Fair  Isle,  which, 
at  an  eqiud  distance  from  cither  archipelago,  lies  in 
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the  sea  which  divides  Orkney  fhmi  ZbUand ;  and  at 
kngth,  after  some  baffling  winds,  made  the  Start  of 
Sanda.  Off  the  headland  so  named,  they  became 
involved  in  a  strong  current,  well  known,  by  those 
who  frequent  these  seas,  as  the  Roost  of  the  Start, 
which  carried  them  considerably  out  of  their  course, 
and,*  joined  to  an  adverse  wind,  forced  theui  to  keep 
on  the  east  side  of  the  island  or  Stronsa,  and,  finally 
compelled  them  to  lie  by  for  the  night  in  Papa  Sound, 
since  the  navigation  in  dark  or  thick  weather, 
amongst  so  many  low  islands,  is  neither  pleasant  nor 
safe. 

On  the  ensuing  morning  they  resumed  their  vovage 
under  more  favourable  auspices ;  and,  coasting  along 
the  island  of  Stronsa,  whose  flat,  verdant,  and  com- 
paratively fertile  shores,  formed  a  strong  contrast  to 
the  dun  hills  and  dark  cliffs  of  their  own  islands, 
they  doubled  the  cspe  called  the  Lamb-head,  and 
stood  away  for  Kirkwall. 

They  had  scarce  opened  the  beautiful  bay  betwixt 
Pomona  and  Shapinsna,  and  the  sisters  were  admiring 
the  massive  church  of  Saint  Magnus,  as  it  was  first 
seen  to  rise  from  amongst  the  inferior  buildings  of 
Kirkwall,  when  the  eyes  of  Magnus,  and  of  Claud 
Halcro,  were  attracted  by  an  object  which  they 
thought  more  interesting.  This  was  an  armed  sloop, 
with  her  sails  set,  whicn  had  just  left  the  anchorage 
in  the  bay,  and  was  running  before  the  wind  by  which 
the  brif;  of  the  Udaller  was  beating  in. 

"  A  tight  thing  that,  bv  my  ancestors'  bones !"  said 
the  old  Udaller;  "but  I  cannot  make  out  of  what 
country,  as  she  shows  no  colours.  Spanish  built,  I 
should  nink  her." 

**  Ay,  av,"  said  Claud  Halcro,  "she  has  all  the  look 
of  it.  Sne  runs  before  the  wind  that  we  must  battle 
with,  which  is  the  wonted  way  of  the  world.  As 
i^orious  John  says,— 

'  With  roooj  d«ck,  and  gixnt  of  miffhty  ttienffth. 

Whoge  low-laid  monUia  «fteh  mountiM  billow  lavet. 
Deep  in  her  drauftit,  and  warlike  in  her  leofth. 

She  aeona  a  aea-waap  fljing  on  the  wave*.'  *' 

Brenda  could  not  help  telling  Halcro,  when  he  had 
spouted  this  stanza  with  great  enthusiasm,  "that 
though  the  description  was  more  like  a  first-rate  than 
a  sloop,  yet  the  simile  of  the  sea-wasp  served  but 
indifierently  for  either." 

"A  sea- wasp?"  said  Magnueu  looking  with  some 
surprise,  as  the  sloop,  shifting  her  course,  suddenly 
bore  down  on  them :  "  Eead,  I  wish  she  may  not 
show  us  presently  that  she  nas  a  sting!" 

What  the  Udaller  said  in  jest,  was  fulfilled  in  ear- 
nest; for,  without  hoisting  colours,  or  hailing,  two 
shots  were  discharged  from  the  sloop,  one  of  which 
ran  dipping  and  dancing  upon  the  water,  just  ahead 
of  the  Zetlander's  bows,  wmle  the  other  went  through 
hia  main-sail. 

Magnus  caught  up  a  speaking  trumpet,  and  hailed 
the  sloop,  to  demand  what  she  was,  and  what  was 
the  meanmg  of  this  unprovoked  aggression.  He  was 
onlv  answered  by  the  stern  cdmmand.— -"Down  top- 
sails instantly,  and  lay  your  main-sail  to  the  mast- 
yon  shall  see  who  we  are  presently." 

There  were  no  means  within  the  reach  of  possibility 
by  which  obedience  could  be  evaded,  where  it  would 
mstantly  have  been  enforced  by  a  broadside;  and, 
with  much  fear  on  the  part  of  the  sisters  and  Claud 
Halcro,  mixed  with  ^angcr  and  astonishment  on  that 
of  the  udaller,  the  bng  lay-to  to  await  the  commands 
of  the  captors. 

The  sloop  immediately  lowered  a  boat,  with  six 
armed  hands,  conmianded  by  Jack  Bunce,  which 
rowed  directly  for  their  prize.  As  they  approached 
her,  Claud  Halcro  whispered  to  the  Udaller,— "If 
what  we  hear  of  buccaniers  be  true,  these  men,  with 
their  silk  scarfis  and  vests,  have  the  very  cut  of  them." 

"My  daughters!  my  daughters!"  muttered  Magnus 
to  himself,  with  such  an  agony  as  only  a  father  could 
fecL— "  Qo  down  below,  and  hide  yourselves,  girls, 
whde I" 

He  threw  down  his  speaking-trumpet,  and  seized 
on  a  handspike,  while  his  daughters,  more  afraid  of 
the  consequences  of  his  fiery  temper  to  himself  than 
of  any  thing  else,  hung  ronnd  bim^^and  beffled  him 
to  make  no  resistance.    Claud  Halcro  muted  his 


entreaties,  adding  "  It  were  best  paci^  the  fi^lowi 
with  fiiir  words.  They  might,"  he  said,  "  be  Dun- 
kirkers,  or  insolent  man-of-war s-men  on  a  frolic." 

"No,  no,"  answered  Magnus,  "it  is  the  sbop 
which  the  Jsgger  told  us  of.  But  I  will  take  your 
advice— I  wilTnave  patience  for  these  girls*  sakes; 
yet" 

He  had  no  time  to  conclude  the  sentence,  for  Bonce 
jumped  on  board  with  his  party,  and  drawing  his 
cutlass,  struck  it  upon  the  companion-ladder,  and 
declared  the  ship  was  theirs. 

"  By  what  warrant  or  authority  do  you  stop  us  on 
the  high  seas  7"  said  Magnus. 

"Here  are  half  a  dozen  of  warrants,"  said  Bonosb 
showing  the  pistols  which  were  hunig  round  hkn, 
according  to  a  pirate-fashion  alreac^  mentioiie£ 
"choose  which  you  like^  old  gentleman,  and  you 
shall  have  the  perusal  of  it  iN^esently." 

" That  is  to  say,  you  intend  to  rob  us?"  said  Msa- 
nus.— "  So  be  it— we  have  no  means  to  help  it— on^ 
be  civil  to  the  women,  and  take  what  you  please  fhom 
the  vessel  There  is  not  much,  but  I  will  and  can 
make  it  worth  more,  if  you  use  us  welL" 

"  Civil  to  the  women  I '  said  Fletcher,  who  had  also 
come  on, board  with  the  gang—"  when  were  we  else 
than  civil  to  them?  ay,  and  kind  to,  boot  1— Look 
here,  Jack  Bunce  1— what  a  trim-gomg  Uttle  thing  hen 
is  I— By  G — ^  she  shall  make  a  cruise  with  iia,  cmne 
of  old  Squaretoes  what  will  1" 

He  seized  upon  the  terrified  Brenda  with  one  haacL 
and  insolently  pulled  back  with  the  other  the  hood  or 
the  mande  in  which  she  had  muffled  herself. 

"Help,  father !— help,  Minna!"  exclaimed  the  af- 
fiighted  girl ;  unconscious,  at  the  moment,  that  they 
were  unable  to  render  her  assistance. 

Magnus  again  uplifted  the  handsoike,  but  Bimce 
stopped  his  nand.—"  Avast,  father  r'  he  said,  "or 
you  will  make  a  bad  voyage  of  it  piesendy- And  yoa, 
Fletcher,  let  go  the  girl  1" 

"And,  d— n  me!  why  shoidd  I  let  her  goT'  said 
Fletcher. 

"  Because  I  command  you,  Dick."  said  the  other, 
"and  because  Til  make  it  aqui^rrel  cje.— And  now 
let  me  know,  beauties,  b  there  one  of  you  bears  that 
queer  heathen  name  of  Minna,  for  which  I  have  a 
certain  sort  of  regard  1" 

"  Gallant  sir!"  said  Halcro,  " unqoestbnably  it  is 
because  you  have  some  ppetry  in  your  heart." 

"  I  have  had  enough  oifit  in  my  mouth  in  my  time," 
answered  Bunce ;  but  that  day  is  by,  old  seotle- 
man— however,  I  shall  soon  find  out  which  of  these 
giris  is  Minna.— Throw  back  your  inufBin^  from 
your  face&  and  don't  be  afraid,  my  Lindamiras;  no 
one  here  shall  meddle  with  you  to  do  you  wrong.  On 
my  soul,  two  pretty  wenches !— I  wish  I  were  at  sea 
in  an  egg-shell,  and  a  rock  under  my  lec-bow,  if  I 
would  wish  a  better  leaguer-lass  than  the  worst  of 
them  !— Hark  you,  my  gins;  which  of  you  would  like 
to  swing  in  a  rover's  hammock  1 — ^you  should  have 
gold  for  the  gathering!" 

The  terrined  maidens  clung  clore  together,  and 
grew  pale  at  the  bold  and  famihar  language  of  the 
desperate  libertine. 

"  Nay,  don't  be  frightened,"  said  he :  "  no  one  sbaU 
serve  under  the  noble  Altamont  but  by  her  own  free 
choice— there  is  no  pressing  amongst  gentlemen  of 
fortune.  And  do  not  look  so  shy  upon  me  neither,  as 
if  I  spoke  of  what  yoi^  never  thought  of  before.  v>ne 
of  you,  at  least,  has  heard  of  Captain  Cleveland,  the 
Rover." 

Brenda  grew  stii!  paler,  but  the  blood  mounted  at 
once  in  Minna's  dims,  on  hearing  the  name  of  her 
lover  thus  unexpectedly  introduced;  for  the  scene 
was  in  itself  so  confounding,  that  the  idea  of  the  ves- 
sel's being  the  consort  of  which  Cleveland  had  spoken 
at  Burgh- Westra,  had  occurred  to  no  one  save  the 
Udaller 

"  I  see  how  it  is,"  said  Bunce,  with  a  fomiliai  nod, 
"  and  I  will  hold  my  course  accordingly.— You  noea 
not  be  afraid  of  any  miury.  father,"  he  sidded,  addiass- 
ing  Magnus  familiarly ;  and,  though  I  have  made 
many  a  pretty  girl  pay  tribute  in  my  time,  yet  yours 
shall  go  ashore  without  either  wrong  or  ransom." 

**If  yoa  will  assure  me  of  that,"  said  Magnus, 
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**90u  aiB  a»  wdoome  to  the  hiig  utd  eai|{o,  as  ever  I 
loade  man  welcome  to  a  can  of  punch." 

"  And  it  it  no  bad  thing  that  same  can  of  pnncfa," 
■aid  Bunco,  "if  we  had  any  one  here  that  could  mix 
it  well." 

*'  I  will  do  it,"  said  Claud  Halcro,  '*  with  any  man 
that  ever  squeezed  lemon — Eric  Scambester,  the 
punch-maker  of  Burgh-Westra,  being  alone  ex- 
cepted." 

**  And  you  are  within  a  grapnel's  length  of  him, 
too,"  said  the  Udaller.— "  Go  down  below,  my  girls," 
he  added,  "  and  send  up  the  rare  old  man,  and  the 
punch-bowl." 

" The  punch-bowl!"  said  Fletcher;  "I  say,  the 
bucket,  d— n  me !— Talk  of  bowls  in  the  cabin  of  a 
paltry  merchantman,  but  not  to  jcentlemen-stroUers 
— rovers.  I  would  say,"  correcting  himself;  as  he 
observed  that  Bunco  looked  sour  at  the  mistake. 

"And  1  say,  these  two  pretty  girls  shall  stay  on 
deek  and  fill  my  can,"  said  Bunce;  "I  deserve  some 
attendance,  at  least,  for  all  my  generosity." 

"And  they  shall  fill  mine,  too,"  said  Fletcher^ 


any  one  snaii  kiss  mmna  out  one, 
and  that's  neither  you  nor  I ;  and  her  other  little  bit 
of  a  consort  shall  'soape  for  company ;— there  are 
plenty  of  willing  wenches  in  Orkney.— And  so,  now 
I  think  on  it,  these  girls  shall  go  down  below,  and 
bolt  themselves  into  the  cabin:  and  we  shall  have 
the  punch  up  here  on  deck,  al  fresco^  as  the  old  gen- 
tleman proposes." 

**  ^J^^  Jack,  I  wish  you  knew  your  own  mind," 
said  Fletcher;  "I  have  been  your  messmate  these 
two  years,  and  I  love  you ;  and  yet  flay  me  like  a 
wild  bullock,  if  you  have  not  as  many  humours  as  a 
monkey !— And  what  shall  we  have  to  make  a  little 
fun  of,  since  you  have  sent  the  girls  down  below?" 

**  Why.  we  will  have  Master  punch-maker  here," 
answerea  Bunce,  '*  to  give  us  toasts,  and  sing  us 
songs. — And,  in  the  mean  time,  you  there,  stand  by 
^eets  and  tacks,  and  get  her  under  way !— and  you, 
steersman,  as  you  would  keep  your  brains  in  your 
skull,  keep  her  under  the  stem  of  the  sloop.— If  you 
attempt  to  play  us  anv  trick,  I  will  scuttle  your  sconce 
as  if  it  were  an  old  calabash !" 

The  vessel  was  accordingly  got  under  way,  and 
moved  slowly  on  in  the  wake  of  the  sloop,  which,  as 
had  been  previously  agreed  upon,  held  her  course,  not 
to  return  to  the  Bay  of  Kirkwall,  but  for  an  excellent 
roadstead  called  Inganess  Bay,  formed  by  a  promon- 
tory which  extends  to  the  eastward  two  or  three 
miles  from  the  Orcadian  metropolis,  and  where  the 
vessels  mig^t  conveniently  lie  at  anchor,  while  the 
rovers  maintained  any  communication  with  the  Ma- 
gistrates which  the  new  state  of  things  seemed  to 
require. 

Mean  time  Claud  Halcro  had  exerted  his  utmost 
talents  in  compounding  a  bucketful  of  punch  for  the 
use  of  the  pirates,  which  they  drank  out  of  large  cans ; 
the  ordinary  seamen,  as  well  as  Bunce  and  Fletcher, 
•^h'Who  acted  as  officers,  dipping  them  into  the  bucket 
with  very  little  ceremony,  as  they  came  and  went 
upon  their  duty.  Magnus,  who  was  particularly 
apprehensive  that  liquor  might  awaken  the  brutal 
passions  of  these  desperadoes,  was  yet  so  much  aston- 
ished at  the  quantities  which  he  saw  them  drink, 
without  producing  any  visible  effect  upon  their  reason, 
that  he  could  not  help  expressing  his  surprise  to 
Bunce  himself,  who,  wud  as  he  was,  yet  appeared  by 
far  the  most  civil  and  conversable  of  his  party,  and 
whom  ho  was,  perhapa  desirous  to  conciliate,  by  a 
compliment  or  which  all  boon  topers  know  the  value. 

'* Bones  of  Saint  Magnus!"  sakl  the  Udaller,  "I 
used  to  think  I  took  on  my  can  like  a  gentleman : 
but  to  see  your  men  swallow,  Captain,  one  would 
think  their  stomachs  were  as  bottomless  as  the  hole 
of  Laifell  in  Foula,  which  I  have  sounded  myself  with 
a  lineof  a  hundred  fathoms.  By  mv  soul,  the  Bicker 
of  Saint  Magnus  were  but  a  sip  to  them !" 

*'  In  our  way  of  life,  sir,"  answered  Bunce,  "  there 
is  no  stint  till  duty  calls,  or  the  puncheon  is  drunk 


"By  ray  word,  air,"  said  Claod  Halcro.  ** I  beUeve 
there  is  not  one  of  your  people  bat  could  drink  out  the 
mickle  bicker  of  Scarpa,  which  was  always  offered 
to  the  Bishop  of  Orkney  bnmful  of  the  best  bummock 
that  ever  was  brewed.  * 

"If  drinking  codd  make  them  bishops,"  said 
Bunce, "  I  should  have  a  reverend  crew  of  them ;  but 
as  they  have  no  other  clerical  qualities  about  them,  I 
do  not  propose  that  they  shall  get  drank  to-day;  so 
we  will  cut  our  drink  with  a  song." 

"And  V\\  sing  it,  by !"  said  or  swore  Dick 

Fletcher,  and  instantly  struck  up  the  old  ditty— 

"  It  was  a  ihip,  and  a  ihip  of  fkme, 
Launch'd  off  the  ttockit,  bound  for  the  maiD, 
WiUi  a  hundred  and  titty  briik  young  men. 
All  picked  and  choMn  every  one." 

"I  would  sooner  be  keel-hauled  than  hear  that 
song  over  again,"  said  Bunce ;  "  and  confound  your 
lantern  jaws,  you  can  squeeze  nothing  else  out  of 
them !" 

"By ,"  said  Fletcher,  "I  will  sing  my  aonfL 

whether  you  like  it  or  no ;"  and  again  he  sung,  with 
the  doleful  tone  of  a  north-easter  whistling  through 
sheet  and  shrouds,— 

"  Captain  Glen  was  our  captaio'i  name ; 
A  veiT  gallant  and  brisk  young  man  ; 
Am  bold  a  sailor  as  e'er  went  to  sea, 
And  we  weie  bound  for  high  Barbary." 

"I  tell  you  again,"  said  Bunce,  "we  will  have 
none  of  your  screech-owl  music  here;  and  I'll  be 
d— d  if  you  shall  sit  here  and  make  that  infernal 
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getting  up  from  his  seat,  he  began  to  walk  up  and 
down  the  sloop,  croaking  out  his  long  and  disastrous 
ballad. 

"  You  see  how  I  manage  them,"  said  Bunce,  with 
a  smile  of  self-applause— "allow  that  fellow  two 
strides  on  his  own  way,  and  you  make  a  mutineer  of 
him  for  life.  But  I  tie  nim  strict  up,  and  he  follows 
me  as  kindly  as  a  fowler^s  spaniel  after  he  has  got  a 
good  beating.— And  now  your  toast  and  your  sons, 
sir,"  addressmg  Halcro ;  or  rather  your  song  with- 
out your  toast.  I  have  got  a  toast  for  myself.  Here 
is  success  to  all  roving  blades,  and  connision  to  all 
honest  men  1" 

"  I  should  be  sorry  to  drink  that  toast,  if  I  couM 
help  it."  said  Magnus  Tfoil. 

"What!  you  reckon  yourself  one  of  the  honest 
folks,  I  warrant,"  said  Bunce.—"  Tell  me  your  trade, 
and  rll  tell  you  what  I  think  of  it.  As  for  the  punch- 
maker  here,!  know  him  at  first  glance  to  be  a  tailor, 
who  has,  therefore,  no  more  pretensions  to  be  honest, 
than  he  has  not  to  be  mangy.  But  you  are  some 
High-Dutch  skipper,  I  warrant  me,  that  tramples  on 
the  cross  when  he  is  in  Japan,  and  denies  his  religion 
for  a  day's  gain." 

"  No,^  repUed  the  Udaller,  "  I  am  a  gentleman  of 
Zetland." 

"O,  what!"  retorted  the  satirical  Mr.  Bunce,  "you 
are  come  from  the  happy  climate  where  gin  is  a  groat 
a-bottle,  and  where  there  is  daylight  for  everl" 

"At  your  service.  Captain,"  said  the  Udaller,  sup- 
prrasing  with  much  pain  some  disposition  to  resent 
these  jests  on  his  country,  although  under  every  risk, 
and  at  all  disadvantage. 

"At  my  service !"  said  Bunce— "Ay.  if  there  was  a 
rope  stretched  from  the  wreck  to  the  beach,  you 
would  be  at  my  service  to  cut  the  hawser,  make 
JloaUonu  and  Jctsonu  of  ship  and  cargo,^  and  well  if 
you  did  not  give  me  a  rap  on  the  head  with  the  back 
of  the  cutty-axe ;  and  you  call  vourself  honest  ?  But 
never  mind-^here  goes  the  aforesaid  toast— and  do 
you  sing  me  a  sona,  Mr.  Fashioner;  and  look  it  be  as 
good  as  your  punch." 

Halcro,  internally  praying  for  the  powera  of  a  new 
Timotheus,  to  turn  his  strain  and  check  his  auditor's 
pnde,  as  glorious  John  had  it,  began  a  heart-soothing 
ditty  with  the  following  lines  :— 

"  Maidens  flesh  as  fkirest  rose, 
Listen  to  this  lay  of  mine." 

*  Liqiior  brewed  for  a  Christmas  ti«at 
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"I  win  hear  oothing  of  maidens  or  rosas,"  said 
Bunce ;  it  puts  me  in  mind  what  sort  of  a  cargo  we 

have  got  on  board ;  and,  by ^  I  will  be  true  to  my 

messmate  and  my  captain  as  long  as  I  can !— And 
now  I  think  on't,  I'll  have  no  more  punch  either— 
that  last  cup  made  innovation^  and  I  am  not  to  play 
Cassio  to-night— and  if  1  dnnk  not,  nobody  else 
shall." 

So  saying,  he  manfully  kicked  over  the  bucket, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  applications 
made  to  it,  was  still  half  full,  got  up  from  his  seat, 
shook  himself  a  little  to  rights,  as  he  expressed  it, 
cocked  his  hat,  and,  walking  the  quarter-deck  with 
an  air  of  dignity,  gave,  by  word  and  signal,  the  orders 
for  brining  ships  to  anchor,  which  were  r^ulily 
obeyed  by  both,  Goffe  being  then,  in  all  probability, 
past  aiiy  rational  state  of  interference. 

The  tJdaller,  in  the  mean  time,  condoled  with  Hal- 
cro  on  their  situation.  *'  It  is  bad  enough."  said  the 
tough  old  Norseman ;  "  for  these  are  rank  rogues- 
ana  yet,  were  it  not  for  the  girls,  I  should  not  fear 
them.  That  young  vapouring  fellow,  who  seems  to 
command,  is  not  such  a  bom  devil  as  he  might  have 
been." 

"He  has  queer  humours,  though,"  saidHalcro; 
'*  and  I  wish  we  were  loose  from  him.  To  kick  down 
a  bucket  half  full  of  the  best  punch  ever  was  made, 
and  to  cut  me  short  in  the  sweetest  song  I  ever 
wrote,— I  promise  you,  I  do  not  know  what  he  may 
do  next— it  is  next  door  to  madness." 

Mean  while,  the  ships  being  brought  to  anchor, 
the  valiant  Lieutenant  Bunce  called  upon  Fletcher, 
and,  resunr.^ng  his  seat  by  his  unwilling  passengers, 
he  told  them  they  should  see  what  message  he  was 
about  to  send  to  the  witiols  of  Kirkwall,  as  they  were 
something  concerned  in  it.  *'  It  shall  run  in  Dick's 
name,"  he  said,  "  as  well  as  in  mine.  I  love  to  give 
the  poor  young  fellow  a  little  countenance  now  and 
then— don't  I,  Dick,  you  d— d  stupid  ass  ?" 

"Why,  yes.  Jack  Bunce,"  said  Dick,  "I  can't  say 
but  as  you  do — only  you  are  always  bullocking  one 
about  something  or  other,  too— but,  howsomdever, 
d'ye  see" 

'  Enough  said— belay  your  jaw,  Dick,"  said  Bunce. 
and  proceeded  to  write  his  epistle,  which,  beiiig  read 
aloud,  proved  to  be  of  the  following  tenor:  "For  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Kirkwall— Gentlemen,  As, 
contrary  to  your  good  faith  given,  you  have  not  sent 
us  on  board  a  hostage  for  the  safety  of  our  Captain, 
remaining  on  shore  at  your  request,  these  come  to 
teH  you,  we  are  not  thus  to  be  tnfled  with.  We  have 
already  in  our  possession,  a  brig,  with  a  family  of 
distinction,  its  owners  and  passengers;  and  as  you 
deal  with  our  Captain,  so  will  we  deal  with  them  in 
every  respect.  And  as  this  is  the  first,  so  assure 
yourselves  it  shall  not  be  the  last  damage  which  we 
will  do  to  your  town  and  trade,  if  you  do  not  send* 
on  board  our  Captain,  and  supply  us  with  stores  ac- 
cording to  treaty. 

*'  Given  on  board  the  brig  Mergoose  of  Burgh-Wes- 
tra,  lying  in  Inganess  Bav.  Witness  our  hands, 
commanders  of  the  Fortune  s  Favourite,  and  gentle- 
men adventurers." 

He  then  subscribed  himself  Frederick  Altamont. 
and  handed  the  letter  to  Fletcher,  who  read  the  said 
subscription  with  much  difficulty ;  and,  admiring  the 
sound  of  it  very  much,  swore  he  would  have  a  new 
name  himself,  and  the  rather  that  Fletcher  was  the 
most  crabbled  word  to  spell  and  consier.  he  belie ve(\ 
in  the  whole  dictionary.  He  subscribed  himself  ac- 
cordingly, Timothy  Tugmutton. 

"  Will  you  not  add  a  few  lines  to  the  coxcombs?" 
said  Bunce.  addressing  Magnus. 

"  Not  I,  returned  the  Udaller,  stubborn  in  his 
ideas  of  right  and  wrong,  even  in  so  formidable  an 
emergency.  "The  Magistrates  of  Kirkwall  know 
their  duty,  and  were  I  they" But  here  the  recol- 
lection that  his  daughters  were  at  the  mercy  of  these 
ruffians  blanked  the  bold  visage  of  Magnus  Troil,  and 
checked  the  defiance  which  was  just  about  to  issue 
from  his  Ups. 

"D — n  me,"  said  Bunce,  who  easily  conjectured 
what  V  aS  passing  in  the  mind  of  his  pnsoner— "  that 
pau8»  would  have  told  well  on  the  stage— it  would 


have  brou^t  down  pit,  box,  and  gaUery,  egid,  at 


Baves  has  it" 


will  hear  nothing  of  Bayes,"  said  Claud  Halcro 

(himself  a  littip  elevated.)  "it  ia  an  impudent  satite 

on  glorious  John ;  but  he  tickled  Buckingham  ofl 

for  it— 

'  In  the  fint  rank  of  these  did  Zimri  stand  ; 
A  man  w  varioiu'  " 

"  Hold  your  peace  T'  said  Bunce,  drowning  ihe  voice 
of  the  admirer  of  Dryden  in  louder  and  more  vehe- 
ment asseveration,  "the  Rehearsal  is  the  best  fiarce 
ever  was  written— and  I'U  make  him  kiss  the  gunaer's 
daughter  that  denies  it.  D— n  me,  I  was  the  best 
Prince  Prettyman  ever  walked  the  boards— 

*  Sometimet  a  f&sher'i  son,  sometimes  a  prince.' 
But  let  us  to  business.- Hark  ye,  old  gentleman,"  (to 
Magnus,)  "  you  have  a  sort  of  sulkiness  about  you,  for 
which  some  of  my  profe8sk>n  would  cut  your  ears  oot 
of  your  head,  and  broil  them  for  your  dinner  with  red 
pepper.  I  have  known  Goffe  do  so  to  a  poor  de?il,  tor 
looking  sour  and  dangerous  when  be  saw  his  sloops) 
to  Davy  Jones's  locker  with  his  only  son  on  bosra. 
But  I'm  a  spirit  of  another  sort ;  and  if  vou  or  the 
ladies  are  ill  used,  it  shall  be  the  Kirkwall  people's 
fault,  and  not  mine,  and  that's  fair ;  and  so  you  had 
better  let  them  know  your  condition,  and  your  circum- 
stances, and  so  forth,— and  that's  fair,  too." 

Magnus,  thus  exhorted,  took  up  the  pen,  and  at- 
tempted to  write  j  but  his  nigh  spirit  so  strutted  with 
his  paternal  anxiety,  that  his  hand  refused  its  office. 
"  I  cannot  help  it,"  he  sakl,  after  one  or  two  illegible 
attempts  to  write—"  I  cannot  form  a  letter,  if  all  oar 
lives  depended  upon  it." 

And  ne  could  not,  with  his  utmost  efibrts,  so  loP' 

Kress  the  convulsive  emotk>ns  which  he  e^rieDora, 
ut  that  they  agitated  his  whole  frame.  The  willow 
which  bends  to  the  tempest,  often  escapes  better  than 
the  oak  which  resists  it :  and  bo,  in  great  calamities, 
it  sometimes  happens,  that  light  ana  frivolous  spirits 
recover  th«r  elasticity  and  presence  of  mind  sooner 
than  those  of  a  loftier  character.  In  the  present  caae^ 
Claud  Halcro  was  forinnately  able  to  perform  the 
task  which  the  deeper  feelings  of  his  friend  and  patron 
refused.  He  took  the  pen,  and,  in  as  few  words  as 
possible,  explained  the  situation  in  which  they  were 
placed,  and  the  cruel  risks  to  which  they  were  ex- 
posed, insinuating  at  the  same  time,  as  delicately  as 
he  could  express  it,  that,  to  the  magistrates  of  the  coun- 
try, the  life  and  honour  of  its  citizen.s  should  be  a 
dearer  object  than  even  the  apprehension  or  pumui* 
ment  of  the  guilty ;  taking  care,  however,  to  quaJiiy 
the  last  expression  as  much  as  possible,  for  fear  of  giv- 
ing umbrage  to  the  pirates. 

Bunce  read  over  the  letter,  which  fortunaieljmet 
his  approbation ;  and,  on  eeem^  the  name  of  Claod 
Halcro  at  the  bottom,  he  exclaimed,  in  great  surprise, 
and  with  more  energetic  expressions  of  asseveration 
than  we  choose  to  record—  Why,  you  are  the  liuM 
fellow  that  played  the  fiddle  to  old  Manager  Gada- 
bout's company,  at  Hogs  Norton,  the  first  season  I 
came  out  there!  I  thought  I  knew  your  catchword 
ofgloiious  John." 

At  another  time  this  recognition  might  not  have 
been  very  grateful  to  Halcro's  minstrel  pride ;  but,  as 
matters  stood  with  him,  the  discovery  of  a  goldai 
niine  could  not  have  made  him  more  happy.  Bt 
instantly  remembered  the  very  hopefiil  young  .pw" 
formei  who  came  out  in  Don  Sebastian,  and  jum- 
ciously  added,  that  the  muse  of  glorious  John  bad 
never  received  such  excellent  support  during  the  time 
that  he  was  first  (he  might  have  added,  and  onlf) 
violin  to  Mr.  Gadabout's  company.  .  , 

"  Why,  yes,"  said  Bunce,  "1  believe  you  are  light- 
I  think  I  might  have  shaken  the  scene  as  well  as 
Booth  or  Betterton  either.  But  I  was  desuned  to 
figure  on  other  boards,"  (striking  his  foot  upon  ine 
deck,)  "and  I  beheVe  I  must  stick  bv  them,  ull  I  fiiw 
no  board  at  all  to  support  me.  But  now,  old  ac- 
quaintance, I  will  do  something  for  you— slue  yoor- 
self  this  way  a  bit— I  would  have  you  solus.  Ttiej 
leaned  over  the  taff'rail,  wbde  Bunce  whiwered  witfi 
more  seriousness  than  he  usually  showed, '  I  am  son) 
for  this  honest  old  heart  of  Norway  pine— bhwi  nie 
if  I  am  not— and  for  the  daughters  too— beswes,  i 


Chap.  XXXVI.] 


THEPntATB. 


119 


haTB  my  own  reasons  for  befriending  one  of  thein.  I 
can  be  a  wild  fellow  with  a  willing  lass  of  the  game ; 
but  to  such  decent  and  innocent  creatures— d—n  me, 
I  am  Scipio  at  Numantia,  and  Alexander  in  the  tent 
of  Darius.  You  remember  how  I  touch  off  Alexan- 
der ?"  (here  he  started  into  heroics.) 

**  *  Thus  from  the  gra^e  I  nw  to  saTe  my  Ioto  ; 
All  draw  joar  iwordt,  with  witifs  of  liffhtoinff  move. 
When  I  ruth  on,  rara  none  will  cure  to  «taj— 
*Tis  bMiutjr  ealit,  and  riory  ■hows  the  way.'  " 

Claud  Halcro  failed  not  to  bestow  the  necessary 
commendations  on  his  declamation,  declaring,  that, 
in  his  opinion  as  an  honest  man,  he  had  always 
thouf^ht  Mr.  Altamont's  giving  that  speech  far  supe- 
rior m  tone  and  energy  to  Betierton. 

Bonce,  or  Altamont,  wrung  his  hand  tenderly.  *'Ah, 
you  flatter  me,  my  dear  friend,"  he  said;  "yet.  why 
nad  not  thepublicsomeof  your  judgment!— I  should 
not  then  have  been  at  this  pass.  Heaven  knows, 
my  dear  Mr.   Halcro — Heaven  knows  with  what 

fleasiure  I  could  keep  you  on  board  with  me,  just  that 
might  have  one  fnend  who  loves  as  much  to  hear, 
as  1  do  to  recite,  the  choicest  pieces  of  our  finest  dra- 
matic authors.  The  most  of  us  are  beasts— and,  for 
the  Kirkwall  hostage  yonder,  he  uses  me,  egad,  as  1 
use  Fletcher,  I  think,  and  huffs  me  the  more,  the 
more  I  do  for  him.  But  how  delightful  it  >yould  be  in 
a  tropic  night,  when  the  ship  was  hanging  on  the 
breeze,  with  a  broad  and  steady  sail,  for  me  to  re- 
hearse Alexander,  with  you  for  my  pit,  box,  and  gal- 
ley !  Nay,  (for  you  are  a  follower  of  the  muses,  as  I 
remember,)  who  knows  but  you  and  I  might  be  the 
means  of  inspiring,  like  Orpheus  and  Eurydice,  a  pure 
taste  into  our  companions,  and  softening  their  man- 
ners, while  we  excited  their  better  feelings  7" 

This  was  spoken  with  so  much  unction,  that  Claud 
Halcro  began  to  be  afraid  he  had  both  made  the 
actual  punch  over  potent,  and  mixed  too  manv  be- 
witching ingredients  in  the  cup  of  flattery  which  he 
had  administered ;  and  that,  under  the  influence  of 
both  potions,  the  sentimental  pimte  might  detain 
him  by  force,  merely  to  realize  the  scenes  which  his 
imagination  presented.  The  conjuncture  was,  how- 
ever, too  delicate  to  admit  of  any  active  effort,  on 
Halcro*s  part,  to  redeem  his  blunder,  and  therefore 
he  only  returned  the  tender  pressure  of  his  friend's 
hand,  and  uttered  the  interjection  **  alas !"  in  as  pa- 
thetic a  tone  as  he  could. 

Bunco  immediately  resumed :  "You  arc  right,  my 
friend,  these  are  but  vain  visions  of  felicity,  and  it 
remains  but  for  the  unhappy  Altamont  to  serve  the 
friend  to  whom  he  is  now  to  bid  farewell.  I  have 
determined  to  put  you  and  the  two  girls  ashore,  with 
Fletcher  for  your  protection :  ana  so  call  up  the 
*  yoimg  women,  and  let  them  oegone  before  the  devil 
get  aboard  of  me,  or  of  some  one  else.  You  will 
carry  my  letter  to  the  magistrates,  and  second  it  with 
your  own  eloquence  and  assure  them,  that  if  they 
hurt  but  one  hair  of  Cleveland's  head,  there  will  be 
the  devil  to  pay,  and  no  pitch  hot" 

Relieved  at  heart  by  this  unexpected  termination  of 
Bunce's  harangue,  Halcro  descended  die  companion 
ladder  two  steps  at  a  time,  and  knocking  at  the  cabin 
door,  could  scarce  find  intelligible  language  enough 
to  say  his  errand.  The  sisters  hearing,  with  unex- 
pected ioy,  that  they  were  to  be  set  ashore,  muffled 
themselves  in  their  cloaks,  and,  when  they  learned 
that  the  boat  was  hoisted  out,  came  hastily  on  deck, 
where  they  were  apprized,  for  the  first  time,  to  theu- 
great  horror,  that  their  father  was  still  to  remain  on 
board  of  the  pirate. 

"We  will  remain  with  him  at  every  risk,"  said 
Minna— "we  may  be  of  some  assistance  to  him,  were 
it  but  for  an  instant— we  will  live  and  die  with  him !" 
"  We  shall  aid  him  more  surely,"  said  Brenda.  who 
comprehended  the  nature  of  their  situation  better 
than  Minna,  "by  interesting  the  people  of  Kirkwall 
to  grant  these  gentlemen's  demands. 

*  Spoken  like  an  angel  of  sense  and  beauty,"  said 
Biince ;  "  and  now  away  with  you ;  for,  d—n  me,  if 
this  IS  not  like  having  a  lighted  linstock,  in  the  dow- 
der-room— if  you  speak  another  word  more,  confound 
me  if  I  know  how  I  shall  bring  myself  to  part  with 
your 


*^Go,  in  God's  name,  my  daughters,"  said  Magnus. 
"I  am  in  Ood's  hand ;  and  when  you  are  gone  I  shall 
care  little  for  mvsdf— and  I  snaU  think  and  say,  as 
long  as  I  live,  that  this  good  gendeman  deserves  a 
better  trade.— Go— go— away  with  you  I"— for  they 
yet  lingered  in  reluctance  to  leave  him. 

"Stav  not  to  kiss,"  said  Bunce,  "for  fear  I  be 
tempted  to  ask  my  snare.  Into  the  boat  with  you— 
yet  stop  an  instaht"  He  drew  the  three  captives 
apart— '  Fletcher,"  said  he,  "  will  answer  for  the  rest 
of  the  fellows,  and  will  see  you  safeofl'  the  sea-beach. 
But  how  to  answer  for  Fletcher,  I  know  not,  except 
by  trusting  Mr.  Halcro  with  this  little  guarantee." 

He  offered  the  minstrel  a  small  double-barrelled 

Kistol,  which,  he  said,  was  loaded  with  a  brace  of 
alls.  Minna  observed  Halcro's  hand  tremble  as  he 
stretched  it  out  to  take  the  weapon.  "  Give  it  to  me, 
sir,"  she  said,  taking  it  from  the  outlaw :  "  and  trust 
to  me  for  defending  my  sister  and  myself." 

"Bravo,  bravo r  snouted  Bunce.  "There  spoke 
a  wench  worthy  of  Cleveland,  the  King  of  Rovers !" 

"Cleveland  I"  repeated  Minna,  "do  you  then  know 
that  Cleveland,  whom  you  have  twice  named?" 

"Know  him!  Is  there  a  man  alive,"  said  Bunce, 
"  that  knows  better  than  I  do  the  best  and  stoutest 
fellow  ever  stepped  betwixt  stem  and  stem  ?  When 
he  is  out  of  the  bilboes,  as  please  Heaven  he  shall 
soon  be,  I  reckon  to  see  you  come  on  board  of  us.  and 
reign  the  queen  of  every  sea  we  sail  over.— You  have 
got  the  little  guardian :  I  suppose  you  know  how  to 
use  hi  If  Fletcher  behaves  ill  to  you,  you  need  only 
draw  up  this  piece  of  iron  with  your  thumb,  so— and 
if  he  persists,  it  is  but  crooking  your  pretty  forefinger 
thus,  and  I  snail  lose  the  most  dutiful  messmate  that 
ever  man  had— though,  d—n  the  dog,  he  will  deserve 
his  death  if  he  disobeys  my  orders.  And  now,  into 
the  boat— but  stay,  one  kiss  for  Cleveland's  sake." 

Brenda,  in  deadly  terror,  endured  his  courtesv,  but 
Minna,  stepping  back  with  disdain,  offered  her  hand. 
Bunce  laughed,  but  kissed,  with  a  theatrical  air,  the 
fair  hand  which  she  extended  as  a  ransom  for  her 
lips,  and  at  length  the  sisters  and  Halcro  were  placed 
in  the  boat,  which  rowed  off  under  Fletcher's  com- 
mand. 

Bunce  stood  on  the  quarter-deck,  soUloouising  after 
the  manner  of  his  original  profession.  Were  this 
told  at  Port-Royal  now,  or  at  the  isle  of  Providence, 
or  in  the  Petits  Quaves,  I  wonder  what  they  would 
say  of  me !  Why,  that  I  was  a  sood-natured  milk- 
sop—a Jack-a-lent— an  a8S.~WeU,  let  them.  I  have 
done  enough  of  bad  to  think  about  it ;  it  is  worth 
while  doing  one  good  action,  if  it  were  but  for  the 
rarity  of  the  thing,  and  to  put  one  in  good  humour 
with  one's  self."    Then  turning  to  Magnus  Troil,  he 

proceeded—"  By these  are  bonarobas,   these 

daughters  of  yours!  The  eldest  would  make  her 
fortune  on  the  London  boards.  What  a  dashing 
attitude  the  wench  had  with  her,  as  she  seized  the 

Eistol!— d— n  me.  that  touch  would  have  brought  the 
ouse  down !  What  a  Roxalana  the  jade  would  have 
made!"  (for,  in  his  oratory,  Bunce,  Uke  Sancho's 
gossip,  Thomas  Cecial,  was  apt  to  use  the  most  ener- 
getic word  which  came  to  hand,  without  accurately 
considering  its  propriety.)  "  I  would  give  my  share  of 
the  next  pnze  but  to  hear  her  spout— 

'  Away,  be^ne,  and  rive  a  whirlwind  room. 
Or  I  will  blow  you  up  like  dust— A\aant! 
Madnew  but  meaoly  reprewots  my  race,' 

And  then,  again,  that  little^  soft,  shy,  tearful  trembler, 
for  Statira,  to  hear  her  recite— 

'  He  apeaka  the  kindest  words,  and  looks  such  thiogs, 
Vows  wiUi  such  passion,  swears  with  so  munh  rnoe, 
That  'tis  a  kind  of  heaven  to  be  deluded  by  him.' 

What  a  play  we  might  have  run  up !— I  was  a  beast 
not  to  think  of  it  before  I  sent  them  off— 1  to  be 
Alexander— Claud  Halcro,  Lysimachus— this  old  gen- 
tleman might  have  made  a  Cly tus,  for  a  pinch.  I  was 
an  idiot  not  to  think  of  it !" 

There  was  much  in  this  effusion  which  might  have 
displeased  the  Udaller;  but,  to  speak  truth,  he  paid 
no  attention  to  it.  His  eye,  and,  finally,  his  spy-gfasa, 
were  emploved  in  watching  the  return  of  his  daugh- 
ters to  the  shore.  He  saw  them  land  on  the  beach, 
and   accompanied  by  Halcro,  and   another  man, 
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(Fletcher,  doubtleee,)  he  saw  them  aspend  the  eccli- 
vity,  and  proceed  ii|)on  the  road  to  Kirkwall ;  and  he 
could  eveo  distinguish  that  Minna,  as  if  considerinK 
herself  as  the  guardian  of  the  party,  walked  a  little 
aloof  from  the  rest,  on  the  watch,  as  it  seemed,  against 
surprise,  and  ready  to  act  as  occasion  should  reauire. 
At  length,  as  the  Udaller  was  just  about,  to  loose 
sight  0?  them,  he  had  the  ezauisite  satiafocuon  to  see 
the  party  halt,  and  the  pirate  leave  them,  after  a  space 
just  long  enough  for  a  civil  iarewell,  and  proceed 
slowly  back,  on  his  return  to  the  beach.  Blessing 
the  Great  Being  who  had  thus  relieved  him  from  the 
most  agonizing  fears  which  a  father  can  feel,  the 
worthy  Udalier,  from  that  instant,  stood  resigned  to 
fads  own  fate,  whatever  that  might  be. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

Over  the  mouotaina  and  under  the  wavaa. 
Over  the  fououiins  and  under  the  graves. 
Over  floods  tliat  are  deepest, 

Which  Noptune  obey, 
Over  rocks  that  are  steepest, 
Love  will  find  out  the  way— OM  Bmi. 

Thb  parting  of  Fletcher  from  Claud  Halcro  and 
the  sisters  or  Burgh- Westra,  on  the  spot  where  it 
took  place,  was  partly  occasioned  by  a  small  party  of 
armed  men  being  seen  at  a  distance  in  the  act  of  ad- 
vancing from  Kirkwall,  an  apparition  hidden  from 
the  tJdaller's  spy-glass  by  the  swell  of  the  ground, 
but  quite  visible  to  the  pirate,  whom  it  detemuned  to 
consult  his  own  safety  by  a  speedy  return  to  his  boat 
He  was  just  turning  away,  when  Minna  occasioned 
the  short  delay  whicn  her  father  had  observed. 

"  Stop,"  she  said ;  "  I  command  you !— Tell  your 
leader  from  me,  that  whatever  the  answer  may  be 
from  Kirkwall,  he  shall  carry  bis  vessel,  nevertheless, 
round  to  Stromness ;  and,  being  anchored  there,  let 
him  send  a  boat  ashore  for  Captain  Cleveland  when 
he  shall  see  a  smoke  on  the  Bridge  of  Broisgar." 

Fletcher  had  thought,  like  his  messmate  Bunce,  of 
asking  a  kiss,  at  least,  for  the  trouble  of  escorting 
these  beautiful  young  women ;  and  perhaps,  neither 
the  terror  of  the  approaching  Kirkwall  men,  nor  of 
Minna's  weapon,  might  have  prevented  his  being  in- 
solent. But  the  name  of  his  Captain,  and,  still  more, 
the  unappalled,  dignified,  and  commanding  manner 
of  Minna  TroiL  overawed  him.  He  made  a  sea  bow, 
—promised  to  keep  a  sharp  look  out,  and,  returning 
to  his  boat,  went  on  board  with  his  message. 

As  Halcro  and  the  sisters  advanced  towards  the 
party  whom  they  saw  on  the  Kirkwall  road,  and  who, 
on  their  part,  had  halted  as  if  to  observe  them, 
Brend^  relieved  from  the  fears  of  Fletcher's  presence, 
which  had  hitherto  kept  her  silent, exclaimed,  "Mer- 
ciful Heaven !— Minna,  in  what  hands  have  we  left 
our  dear  father?" 

"In  the  hands  of  brave  men,"  said  Minna,  steadily 
— "  I  fear  not  for  him." 

"  As  brave  as  you  please,"  said  Claud  Halcro,  "  but 
very  dangerous  rogues  for  all  that.— I  know  that  fel- 
low Altamont,  as  he  calls  himself  though  that  is  not 
his  right  name  neither,  as  deboshed  a  dog  as  ever 
made  a  barn  ring  with  blood  and  blank  verse.  He 
began  with  Barnewall,  and  every  body  thought  he 
would  end  with  the  gallows,  like  the  last  scene  in 
Venice  Preserved." 

"It  matters  not,"  said  Minna— "the  wilder  the 
waves  the  more  powerful  is  the  voice  that  rules  them. 
The  name  alone  of  Cleveland  ruled  the  mood  of  the 
fiercest  amongst  them." 

"I  am  sorry  for  Cleveland,"  said  Brenda,  "if  such 
are  his  companions,— but  I  care  little  for  him  in  com- 
inmson  to  my  father." 

"  Reserve  your  compassion  for  those  who  need  it," 
raid  Minna,  "  and  fear  nothing  for  our  father.— (Jod 
luiows,  every  silver  hair  on  his  head  is  to  me  worth 
the  treasure  of  an  unsunned  mine ;  but  I  know  that 
he  is  safe  while  in  yonder  vessel,  atkl  I  know  that  he 
will  be  soon  safe  on  shore." 

'*I  would  I  could  see  it,"  said  Claud  Halcro:  "but 
I  fear  the  Kirkwall  people,  supposing  Clevdand  to  be 
fttch  as  I  dread,  will  not  dare  to  e^chaAgc  him  against 


the  Udalier.  The  Scots  have  vcvy  severe  laws  agiinst 
theft-boot,  as  they  call  it" 

"  But  who  are  those  on  the  road  before  usT'  said 
Brenda  $  "  and  why  do  they  halt  there  so  jeak>u^T' 

"  Th^  are  a  patrol  of  the  militia,"  answered  Hal- 
cro. "  Glorious  John  touches  them  off  a  little  shaiplri 
—but  then  John  was  a  Jacobit^— 


'  Months  without  hands,  nwintain'd  at  vast  < 
In  peace  a  diarge,  in  war  a  weak  defeooe  ; 
Stout  ouce  a-moolh,  they  march,  a  blosterinf  baad. 
And  ever,  but  in  time  of  need,  at  hand.' 

I  fancy  they  halted  just  now,  taking  us,  as  they  aiw 
us  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  for  a  party  of  the  sloop's 
men,  and  now  they  can  distingiiish  that  you  mr 
petticoats,  they  are  moving  on  again." 

They  came  on  accordingly,  and  proved  to  be,  as 
ClaudHalcro  had  suggested;  a  patrol  sent  out  to  watcb 
the  motions  of  the  pirates,  and  to  prevent  their  at- 
tempting descents  to  damage  the  country. 

They  heartily  congratulated  Claud  Halcro,  who  was 
well  known  to  more  than  one  of  them,  upon  bis  es- 
cape from  captivity ;  and  the  commander  of  the  party, 
while  ofTering  every  assistance  to  the  ladies,  could  not 
help  condoling:  with  them  on  the  circumstances  in 
which  their  father  stood,  hinting,  though  in  a  d^icate 
and  doubtful  manner,  the  difficulties  which  might  be 
in  the  way  of  his  liberation. 

When  they  arrived  at  Kirkwall,  and  obtained  an 
audience  of  the  Provost,  and  ohe  or  two  of  the  M^ 
gistrates,  these  difficulties  were  more  plainly  iaasted 
upon.—"  The  Halcyon  frigate  is  upon  the  coast,  said 
the  Provost;  "she  was  seen  ofifDuncansbay-beaa: 
and.  though  I  have  the  deepest  respect  for  Mr.  Trou 
of  Burgh-Westra,  yet  I  shall  be  answerable  to  law  if 
I  release  fix>m  prison  the  Captain  of  this  suqpioptta 
vessel,  on  account  of  the  safety  of  any  individiial 
who  may  be  unhappily  endangered  by  his  detentjpo. 
This  man  is  now  known  to  be  the  heart  and  spul.ot 
these  buccaniers,  and  am  I  at  liberty  to  send  him 
aboard,  that  he  may  plunder  the  country,  or  perhaps 
go  fight  the  King's  ship?— for  he  has  impudence 
enough  for  any  thing."  „ 

''Courage  enough  for  any  thing,  you  mean,  Mr. 
Provost,"  said  Minna,  unable  to  restrain  her  dis- 
pleasure. _-  „ 

"Why,  you  may  call  it  as  you  please,  Miss  Trqu, 
said  the  worthy  Magistrate  ;  "  but,  in  wy,  ^^P'W 
that  sort  of  courage  which  proposes  to  fight  smgif 
against  two,  is  little  better  than  a  kuid  of  pracucai 
impudence.  *  -  ^, 

'^But  our  father?"  said  Brenda,  in  a  tone  of  tl» 
most  earnest  entreaty—"  our  father— the  fnend,  1  may 
say  the  father,  of  his  country— to  whom  so  msny 
look  for  kindness,  and  so  many  for  actual  support-- 
whose  loss  would  be  the  extinction  of  a  beacon  m  a 
storm- will  you  indeed  weigh  the  ftsk  which  he  ninji 
against  such  a  trifling  thing  as  letting  anunwnunaw 
man  from  prison,  to  seek  his  unhappy  fate  oise- 
wh^e  ?" 

"  Miss  Brenda  is  right,"  said  Claud  Halcro ;  "  I  "j 
for  a  let-a-be  for  let-a-be,  as  the  boys  say ;  and  nevw 
fash  about  a  warrant  of^  liberation,  Provost,  out  jwj 
take  a  fool's  counsel  and  let  the  goodnian  of  **^\rr 
forget  to  draw  his  bolt  on  the  wicket,  or  \eave^  cmm 
of  a  window  open,  or  the  like,  and  we  shall  be  now 
the  rover,  and  have  the  one  best  honest  fellow  in  uj*- 
ney  or  Zetland  on  the  lee-side  of  a  bowl  of  punch  wiin 
us  in  five  hours."  ,  _^„  .- 

The  provost  replied  in  neariy  the  wnne  tennj  » 
before,  that  he  had  the  highest  respect  for  W^-,  P"*. 
nus  Troil  of  Burgh-Westra,  but  that  he  co^i^ 
suffer  his  consideration  for  any  individual,  hpwew. 
respectable,  to  interferewiththe  discharge  of  his  auij- 


poor  insignificant  Udaller  of  Zetland,  to  no  i^,^ 
person  than  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  niewpow 
of  Orkney— can  you  expect  so  great  a  pc»^nj~-!^-  7 
descend  to  such  a  trifling  subject  of  co^^^^rZaa- 
It  wiU  be  time  enough  for  the  Provost  to  thmk  ol  W 
plying  with  the  terms  sent  to  him— for  compiy  »*. 
them  at  length  he  both  must  and  wuHwnenj^ 
Church  of  Saint  Magnus  is  beat  down  about  hisew* 
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••  Tou  may  be  angry  with  me,  my  pretty  young 
lady,"  said  tne  good-humoared  ProTost  Tone.  "  but 
I  cannot  be  ofiended  with  you.  The  Church  or  Saint 
Ma«nu8  has  stood  many  a  day,  and,  I  think,  will 
outfive  both  you  and  me,  much  more  yonder  pack  of 
unhanged  dogs.  And  besides  that  your  father  is  half 
ail  Oikneyman,  and  has  both  estate  and  friends 
among  us,  I  would,  I  gire  you  my  word,  do  as  much 
for  a  Zetlander  in  distress  as  I  would  for  any  one, 
excepting  one  of  our  own  native  Kirkwallers,  who 
Are  doubtless  to  be  preferred.  And  if  you  will  take  up 
jrour  lodgings  here  with  my  wife  and  myself  we  will 
endeavour  to  show  you,"  continued  he, '  that  you  are 
as  welcome  in  Kirkwall,  as  ever  you  could  be  ui  Ler- 
^ck  or  Scalloway." 

Minna  deigned  no  reply  to  this  good-humoured 
invitation,  but  firenda  dechneditin  civil  terms,  plead- 
ing the  necessity  of  taking  up  their  abode  with  a 
vireaUhy  widow  of  KirkwaU,  a  relation,  who  already 
expected  them. 

HalcTO  made  another  attempt  to  move  the  Provost, 
but  found  him  inexorable.—  The  CJollector  of  the 
Customs  had  already  threatened,"  he  said,  "  to  inform 
against  him  for  entering  into  treaty,  or,  as  he  called 
itr  packing  and  peeling  with  those  strangers,  even 
when  it  seemed  the  only  means  of  preventing  a  bloody 
alli'ay  in  the  town ;  and,  should  he  now  forego  the 
advantage  afibrded  by  the  imprisonment  of  Cleveland 
and  the  escape  of  the  Factor,  he  might  incur  some- 
thing worse  than  censure."  The  buraen  of  the  whole 
was,  "  that  he  was  sorry  for  the  Udaller,  he  was  sorry 
even  for  the  lad  Cleveland,  who  had  some  sparks  of 
honour  about  him  ;  but  his  dutv  was  imperious,  and 
must  be  obeyed."  The  Provost  then  precluded  farther 
argument,  by  observing,  that  another  affair fix>m  Zet- 
land called  for  his  immediate  attention.  A  gentleman 
named  Mertoun,  residing  at  Jarlshof^  Had  made 
complaint  against  Snailsloot  the  Jagger,  for  having 
assisted,  a  domestic  of  his  in  embezzeling  some  valu- 
able articles  which  had  been  deposited  in  his  custody, 
and  he  was  about  to  take  examinations  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  cause  them  to  be  restored  to  Mr.  Mertoun, 
who  was  accountable  for  them  to  the  right  owner. 

In  all,  this  information,  there  was  nothing  which 
aeemed  interesting  to  the  sisters  excepting  the  word 
Mertoun,  which  went  like  a  dagger  to  the  heart  of 
Minna,  when  she  recollected  the  circumstances  under 
which  Mordaunt  Mertoun  had  disappeared,  and 
which,  with  an  emotion  lees  painful  though  still  of 
a  melancholy  nature,  called  a  faint  blush  into  Bren- 
da's  cheeky  and  a  slight  decree  of  moisture  into  her 
eye.    But  it  was  soon  evident  that  the  Magistrate 

rke  not  of  Mordaunt,  but  of  his  father;  and  the 
ightera  of  Magnus,  little  interested  in  ms  detail, 
took  leave  of  the  Provost  to  go  to  their  own  lodg- 

When  they  arrived  at  their  relation's,  Minna  made 
it  her  business  to  learn,  by  such  inquiries  as  she  could 
make  without  exciting  suspioion,  what  was  the  situa- 
tion of  the  unfortunate  Clevelandi  which  she  soon 
discovered  to  be  exceedingly  precanous.  The  Provost 
had  not,  indeed,  committed  him  to  close  custody*  as 
Claud  Halcro  hdd  anticipated,  recollecting,  perhaps, 
the  favourable  circumstances  under  which  he  had 
surrendered  himself,  and  loath,  till  the  moment  of  the 
last  necessity,  altogether  to  break  faith  with  him. 
But  although  left  apparently  at  large,  he  was  strictly 
watched  by  persons  well  armed  ana  appointed  for  thie 
purpose,  who  had  directions  to  detain  him  by  force, 
if  he  attempted  to  pass  certain  narrow  precincts 
which  were  allotted  to  him.  He  was  Quartered  in  a 
strong  room  within  what  is  called  the  King's  Castle, 
and  at  night  his  chamber  door  was  locked  on  the  out- 
side, and  a  sufficient  guard  mounted  to  prevent  his 
escape.  He  therefore  enjoyed  only  the  degree  of 
liberty  which  the  cat,  in  her  cruel  sport,  is  sometimes 
pleased  to  permit  to  the  mouse  which  she  has 
clutched;  and  yet,  such  was  the  terror  of  the  re- 
sources, the  courage,  and  ferocity  of  the  pirate  Cap- 
tain, that  the  Provost  was  blamed  by  the  Collector, 
and. many  other  sage  citizens  of  Kirkwall,  for  per- 
mitting him  to  be  atiarge  upon  any  conditions. 

It  may  be  well  believed,  that,  under  such  circum- 
stances, Cleveland  had  no  desire  to  seek  any  place 


of  iMiblic  reeort,  conscious  that  he  was  the  object  of 
a  mixed  feeling  of  curiosity  and  terror.  His  favourite 
place  of  exercise,  therefore,  was  the  external  aisles  of 
the  Cathedral  of  Saint  Magnus,  of  which  the  eastern 
end  alone  is  fitted  up,  for  public  worship.  'This 
solemn  old  edifice,  having  escaped  the  ravage  which 
attended  the  first  convulsions  of  the  Reformation, 
still  retains  some  appearance  of  episcopal  dignity. 
This  place  of  worship  is  separated  by  a  screen  from 
the  nave  and  western  limb  of  the  cross,  and  the 
whole  is  preserved  in  a  state  of  cleanliness  and 
decency,  which  might  be  well  proposed  as  an  ex- 
ample to  the  proud  piles  of  Westminster  and  St. 
Paul's. 

It  was  in  this  exterior  part  of  the  Cathedral  that 
Cleveland  was  permitted  to  walk,  the  rather  thf^^  his 
guards  by  watching  the  single  open  entrance,  had 
the  means,  with  very  little  inconvenience  to  them- 
selves, of  preventing  any  possible  attempt  at  escape. 
The  place  itself  was  well  suited  to  his  melancholy 
cireum  stances.  The  lofty  and  vaulted  roof  rises  upon 
ranges  of  Saxon  pillars,  of  massive  size,  four  of  which, 
still  larger  than  the  rest,  once  supported  the  lofty 
spire,  which,  long  since  aestroyed  by  accident,  has 
been  rebuilt  upon  a  disproportioned  and  truncated 
plan.  The  light  is  admitted  at  the  eastern  end 
through  a  lofly,  well-proportioned,  and  richly-orna- 
mented Gothic  window ;  and  the  pavement  is  cover- 
ed with  inscriptions,  in  different  languages,  distin- 
guishing the  graves  of  noble  Orcadians,  who  nave  at 
different  times  been  deposited  within  the  sacred  pre- 
cincts. 

Here  walked  Cleveland,  musing  over  the  events 
of  a  misspent  life,  which,  it  seemed  probable,  might 
be  brought  to  a  violent  and  shameful  close,  while  he 
was  yet  in  the  prime  of  youth.-—"  With  these  dead," 
he  said,  looking  on  the  pavement,  "  shall  I  soon  be 
numbered— but  no  holy  man  will  speak  a  blessing: 
no  friendly  hand  register  an  inscription ;  no  proud 
descendant  sculpture  armorial  bearings  over  the 
grave  of  the  pirate  Cleveland.  My  whitening  bones 
will  swing  in  the  gibbet-irons,  on  some  wild  beach  or 
lonely  cape,  that  will  be  esteemed  fatal  and  accursed 
for  my  sake.  The  old  mariner,  as  he  passes  the 
Sound,  will  shake  his  head,  and  tell  of  my  name  and 
actions,  as  a  warning  to  his  younger  comrades.— But, , 
Minna!  Mmna!— what  will  be  thy  thoughts  when 
the  news  reaches  thee?— Would  to  God  the  Udings 
were  drowned  in  the  deepest  whirlpool  betwixt  Ku-k- 
wall  and  Burgh- Westra,  ere  they  came  to  her  earl— 
and  O !  would  to  Heaven  that  we  had  never  met,  since 
we  never  can  meet  again !" 

He  lifted  up  nis  eyes  as  he  spoke,  and  Minna  Troil 
stood  before  him.  Her  face  was  pale,  and  her  hair 
dishevelled ;  but  her  look  was  composed  and  firm, 
with  its  usual  expression  of  high-minded  melancholy. 
She  was  still  shrouded  in  the  Targe  mantle  which  she 
had  assumed  on  leaving  the  vessel.  Cleveland's  firet 
emotion  was  astonishment;  his  next  was  joy,  not 
unmixed  with  awe.  He  would  have  exclaimed— he 
would  have  thrown  himself  at  her  feet— but  she 
imposed  at  once  silence  and  composure  on  him,  by 
raising  her  fingeri  and  saying,  in  a  low  but  command- 
iag  accent,—"  Be  cautious— we  are  observed— there 
are  men  without— they  let  me  enter  with  difficulty. 
I  dare  not  remain  long— they  would  think— they 
might  believe— O,  Cleveland  I  I  have  hazarded  every 
thing  to  save  you !" 

"To  save  me?— Alas!  poor  Minna!"  answered 
Cleveland,  "  to  save  me  is  impossible.— Enough  that 
I  have  seen  you  once  more,  were  it  but  to  say,  for  ever 
farewell  I" 

"  We  must  indeed  say  farewell,"  said  Minna ;  "for 
fate,  and  vour  guilt,  nave  divided  us  for  ever.^ 
Cleveland,*!  have  seen  your  associates— need  1  tell  you 
more— need  I  say,  that  I  know  now  what  a  pirate  is?" 

"  You  have  been  in  the  ruffians'  power !"  said 
Cleveland,  with  a  start  of  agony—"  Did  they  pre- 


sume 


,i> 


"Cleveland,"  replied  Minna,  "they  presumed  nothing 
—your  name  was  a  spell  over  them.  By  the  power 
of  that  spell  over  these  ferocious  banditti,  and  by  that 
alone.  I  was  reminded  of  the  qualities  I  once  thought 
my  Cleveland's!*' 
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"Yes."  said  Cleyeland,  prondly,  "my  name  has 
and  shall  have  power  over  them,  when  they  are  at 
the  wildest ;  and,  had  they  harm«l  you  by  one  rude 
word,  they  should  have  found— Yet  what  do  I  rave 
about— 1  am  a  prisoner!" 

•*  You  shall  be  so  no  longer,"  said  Minna—"  Your 
safetjr— the  safety  of  my  dear  father—all  demand 
your  instant  freedom.  loave  formed  a  scheme  fbi 
your  liberty,  which,  boldly  executed,  cannot  fail.  The 
light  is  fadinn  without— muffle  yourself  in  my  dtjak, 
and  you  will  easily  pass  the  guards— I  have  given 
them  the  means  oi  carousing,  and  they  arc  deeply 
engaged.  Haste  to  the  Locn  of  Stennis,  and  hide 
yourself  till  day  dawns;  then  make  a  smoke  on  the 
point,  where  the  land,  stretching  into  the  lakeon  each 
aide,  divides  it  nearly  in  two  at  the  Bridge  of  Brois- 
gar.  Your  vessel,  which  lies  not  far  distant,  will 
send  a  boat  ashore.— Do  not  hesitate  an  instant !" 

"  But  you,  Minna !— Should  this  wild  scheme 
soccecd,  said  Cleveland,  *'  what  is  to  become  of 
you  7" 

"  For  my  share  in  your  escai>e,"  answered  the 
maiden,  "  the  honesty  of  my  own  intention  will  vin- 
dicate mc  in  the  sight  of  Heaven;  and  the  safety  of 
my  father,  whose  fate  depends  on  yours,  will  be  my 
excuse  to  man." 

In  a  few  words,  she  gave  him  the  history  of  their 
capture,  and  its  conseauences.  Cleveland  cast  up  his 
eyes  and  raised  up  his  hands  to  Heaven,  in  thankful- 
ness for  the  escape  of  the  sisters  from  his  evil  com- 
panions, and  then  hastily  added,— "But  you  are 
right,  Minna ;  I  must  fly  at  all  rates— for  your  father's 
sake  I  must  fly.— Here,  then,  we  part— yet  not,  1 
trust,  for  ever." 

"  For  ever  !'*  answered  a  voice,  that  sotmded  as 
from  a  sepulchral  vault. 

They  started,  looked  around  them,  and  then  gazed 
on  each  other.  It  seemed  as  if  ttie  echoes  of  the 
building  had  relumed  Cleveland's  last  words,  but  the 
pronunciation  was  too  emphatically  accented. 

"Yes,  for  ever!"  said  bforna  of  the  Fitful-head, 
stepping  forward  from  behind  one  of  the  massive 
Saxon  pillars  which  supi^ort  the  roof  of  the  Cathe- 
dral. '  Here  meet  the  crimson  foot  and  the  crimson 
hand.  Well  for  both  that  the  wound  is  healed  whence 
that  crimson  was  derived— well  for  both,  but  best  for 
him  who  shed  it.— Here,  then,  you  meet— and  meet 
for  the  last  time !" 

"Not  so,"  said  Cleveland,  as  if  about  to  take  Min- 
na's hand ;  "  to  separate  me  from  lyfinna.  while  I 
have  life,  must  be  the  work  of  herself  alone. 


Away !"  said  Noma,  stepping  betwixt  them,— 
"  away  with  such  idle  folly  1— Nourish  no  vain  dreams 
of  future  meetings— you  part  here,  and  you  part  for 
ever.  The  hawk  pairs  not  with  the  dove;  guilt 
matches  not  with  innocence.— Minna  XJ'oiij  you  Took 
for  the  last  time  on  this  bold  and  criminal  man- 
Cleveland,  you  behold  Minna  for  the  last  time!" 

"And  dream  you,"  said  Cleveh»nd,  indignantly, 
"that  your  mummery  imposes  on  me,  and  that  I  am 
among  the  fools  who  see  more  than  trick  in  your 
pretended  art  ?" 

"  Forbear,  Cleveland,  forbear !"  said  Minna,  her 
hereditarv  awe  of  Noma  augmented  by  the  circum- 
stance of  her  sudden  appearance.  "  O,  forbear !— she 
is  powerful— she  is  but  too  powerful.— And  do  you, 
O  Noma,  remember  my  father's  safety  is  linked  with 
Cleveland's." 

"And  it  is  well  for  Cleveland  that  1  do  remember 
it,"  replied  the  Pythoness—"  and  that,  for  the  sake  of 
one,  I  am  here  to  aid  both.  You.  with  your  childish 
purpose,  of  passing  one  of  his  bulk  and  stature  under 
the  disguise  of  a  few  paltry  folds  of  wadmaal— what 
wouU,  your  device  have  procured  him  bpt  instant 
restraint  with  bolt  and  shackle  ?— I  will  save  him— I 
will  place  him  in  security  on  board  his  bark.  But  let 
him  renounce  these  shores  for  ever,  and  carry  else- 
where the  terrors  of  his  sable  flag,  and  his  yet  blacker 
name :  for  if  the  sun  rises  twice,  and  finds  him  still 
at  anchor,  his  blood  be  on  his  own  head.— Ay,  look  to 
each  other— look  the  last  look  that  I  permit  to  frail 
aflection,— and  say,  if  yc  can  say  it,  Farewell  forever!" 

"  Obey  her,"  stammered  Minna ;  "  remonstrate  not, 
out  obey  her." 


Cleveland,  grasping  her  hand,  and  kissing  it  ar- 
dently, said  but  so  low  that  she  only  could  oear  it, 
"Farewell,  Minna,  but  not  for  ever." 

"And  now,  maiden,  begone,"  said  Noma,  "and 
leave  the  rest  to  the  Reim-kennar." 

"One  word  more,"  said  Minna,  "and  lobcyyoa. 
Tell  me  but  if  I  have  caught  aright  your  meaning—Is 
Mordaunt  Mertoun  safe  and  recovered  ?" 

"Recovered,  and  safe,"  said  Noma;  "dse  wo  to 
the  hand  that  shed  his  blood  !" 

Minna  slowly  sought  the  door  of  the  Cathedral, 
and  tumed  back  from  time  to  time  to  look  at  the 
shadowy  form  of  Noma,  and  the  stately  and  militaiy 
figure  of  Cleveland,  as  they  stood  together  in  the 
deepening  gloom  ot  the  ancient  Cathedral.  When 
she  looked  back  a  second  time  they  were  in  rootioDi 
and  Cleveland  followed  the  matron,  as,  with  a  slow 
and  solemn  step,  she  glided  towards  one  of  the  ade 
aisles.  When  Minna  looked  back  a  third  time,  their 
figures  were  no  longer  visible.  She  collected  herselt 
and  walked  on  to  the  eastem  door  by  which  she  had 
entered,  and  listened  for  an  instant  to  the  guard,  who 
talked  together  on  the  outside. 

"The  Zetland  i^rl* stays  a  long  time  with  this 
pirate  fellow."  said  one.  "I  wish  they  hare  not 
more  to  speak  about  than  the  ransom  of  her  father." 

"  Ay,  truly,"  answered  another,  "  the  wenches  will 
have  more  sympathy  with  a  handsome  young  pirate, 
than  an  old  oed-ridaen  burgher." 

Their  discourse  was  here  interrupted  by  her  of 
whom  they  were  speaking  \  and,  as  if  taken  in  the 
manner,  they  pulled  ofl'  their  hats,  made  their  awk- 
ward obeisances,  and  looked  not  a  httle  embarrassed 
and  confused. 

Minna  retumed  to  the  house  where  she  lodged, 
much  afifected,  yet,  on  the  whole,  pleased  with  the 
result  of  her  expedition,  which  seemed  to  pat  her 
father  out  of  danger,  and  assured  her  at  once  of  the 
escape  of  Cleveland,  and  of  the  safety  of  youn^  Mor- 
daunt. She  hastened  to  communicate  boih  Piecp  O' 
intelligence  to  Brenda,  who  joined  her  in  thankfw- 
ness  to  Heaven,  and  was  herself  well  digh  persuaded 
to  believe  in  Noma's  supernatural  preteneiona,  w 
much  was  she  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  employed.  Some  time  was  ^ntu 
exchanging  their  mutual  congratulations,  and  min- 
gling tears  of  hope,  mixed  with  apprehension ;  wh^ 
at  a  late  hour  in  the  evening  they  were  interrupted 
by  Claud  Halcro,  who,  full  of  a  fidgeting  sort  (tf  im- 
portance, not  unminglcd  with  fear,  came  to  acquaint 
them,  that  the  prisoner,  Cleveland,  had  disaRpejpd 
from  the  Cathedral,  in  which  he  had  been  peinittea  to 
fvialk,  and  that  the  Provost,  having  been  raformed 
that  Minna  was  accessary  to  his  flight,  ^ti  commg, 
in  a  mighty  quandary,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  cir- 
cumstances. ... 

When  the  worthy  Magistrate  arrived,  Minna  did 
not  conceal  from  him  her  own  wish  that  Cleveland 
should  make  his  escape,  as  the  only  means  which 
she  saw  of  redeeming  her  father  from  imminent  dan- 
ger. But  that  she  had  any  actual  accession  to  ow 
night,  she  positively  denied ;  and  stated,  '  that  sue 
had  parted  from  Cleveland  in  the  Cathedral,  more 
than  two  hours  since,  and  then  left  him  in  company 
with  a  third  person,  whose  name  she  did  not  con- 
ceive herself  obliged  to  communicate."  ___^ 
"  It  is  not  needful.  Miss  Minna  Troil,"  answered 
Provost  Torfe:  "for,  although  no  person  but  tni3 
Captain  Cleveland  and  j'ourself  was  seen  to  enter 
the  Kirk  of  St.  Magnus  this  day,  we  know  weU 
enough  that  your  cousin,  old  Ulla  Troil,  whom  you 
Zetlanders  call  Noma  of  Fitful-head,  has  been .cni^ 
ing  up  and  down,  upon  sea  and  land,  and  air,  lor 
what  I  know,  m  boats,  and  on  ponies,  and  it  msr 
be  on  broomsticks ;  and  here  has  been  her  aomo 
Drow,  too,  coming  and  going,  and  playing  the  spyoj 
every  one— and  a  good  spy  he  is,  for  he  can  hear  ewy 


thins;,  and  tells  nothing  again,  unless  to  his  "["^^g^ 
And  we  know,  besides,  that  she  can  enter  tne  mfn 
when  nil  the  doors  are  fast,  and  has  been  seen  tnere 
more  than  once,  God  save  us  from  the  Evil  une. 
and  so,  without  farther  questions  asked^  I  cO-^f'S;, 
it  was  old  Noma  whom  yon  left  in  the  Kirk  ^"^«^n 
slashing  blade-and,  if  so,  they  may  catch  tbemagMO 
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(hat  cin.— I  cannot  but  ur,  howerer,  prettr  Hiitnaa 
Hions,  ihsl  you  Zeduid.  folks  arem  to  forget  both 
Isw  snd  Koepel,  when  yon  am  the  help  of  wiichcTBTi 
lo  fetch  delmquenu  oat  or  s  leR&l  prisoo;  and  ibe 
least  ibat  you.  or  your  coiunn,  or  tout  father,  «n  do, 
19  to  Hue  influen<A  witb  this  wild  lellow  Ioro  awayae 
soon  at  poaaible,  wiibout  hurtiiis  the  lown  or  triidB, 
and  then  there  will  be  little  harm  in  what  has 
1;  for,  HesTen  knows,  I  did  not  seek  the  poor 
"■ee  of  him  wuhotit 
11  through  las 

□us  Trail  ni  Burgh-Weal 

said  CI?  '^  --"      ^  '  '"'■ 


tofcouldgetnyhandat: 

d  Iwiah.  th       ....   „      

\o  worthy  Ma([- 

ihoe  pjnchea  you.  Mr.  Provost,' 


CnfHain  Cleveland,  to 
roctly."  


I  for  inyaelff  .ih 

:e  him  leave  the  coai 


you  recornmend  i<<  best  for  all  parties,  Ihn 

Hoiiw  of  Stennis,  if  Mr,  Hilcro  wilt  g 
escort,  lo  recuive  my  fnth«r  when  he  con 
thai  ive  tnay  airquainl  him  with  your  wish, 
every  inRuence  lo  induce  fhis  unhappy  ma 

Provost  Torfe  looked  itpon  her  with  aoin 
"It  is  not  every  young  woman,"  he  aoi 

™  We  ran"'no^r?alt,''^»Md''SMd  "Hale™  ; 
"The  House  of  Stennia  is  sironi!;  and  ; 
whom  it  belongs  lo,  has  men  and  arms 
Tbe  young  ladise  are  aa  aalb  iheteas  m 
■nd  much  good  may  ariao  from  an  early 
ealion  bstwitn  MagnnsTroilandhiadaugl 

fneaa,~u  glorious  John  saya,— 


TheProroaianiiled,  nodded  hia  head,  and  indicated. 

as  far  a»  bethouaht  he  coulddo  so  with  decency,  how 
happy  he  should  be  if  1  he  Fortune's  FBVDuntB.andher 
diaordsriy  crew,  would  leave  Oritney  without  further 
iaterferenco.  or  violence  on  either  side.  He  could  not 
(rathorixj  their  being  supplied  from  the  afaore,  he  said ; 
bur,  either  for  fear  or  favour,  they  were  certain  to  get 
piaviaonaac  Siroronesa.  This paciflo  magiatratB then 
took  Icavs  of  Halcro  and  Ihn  two  ladies  who  proposed 
ike  next  morning,  to  liaDafer  their  readence  to  the 
HoufeofSlennia,  situated  upon  the  banks  of  the  sall- 
. i_i — i-.L 1  _i    jj  ijjuj  miles  by 


water  Iskanrihsii 


er  from  the  Road  of  S  tromness,  where  the  Rover' a 
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Noma  endeavoured  to  maintain  h 
supomatuial  poweTs,  thai  she  made 
and  prnclicnlly  acauaintcd  with  all 
nnd  receniea,  whether  natural  or  ar 
could  hcnr  of,  whether  by  tradition 
was,  by  such  knowledge,  ol^en  en 
teats  which  were  otherwise  unset 
when  she  escaped  from  the  label 
Wc'sira.  ii  was  by  a  alkling  board 
the  wall,  known  ID 


18  arts  by  which 
berself  itiDiiliariy 


juid  Magnus,  who,  she  w 
betray  her.  The  profusion, 


profusion,  also,  with 


:91  inlelilgence  respocl- 
now,  and.  at  the  same 

ind,  upon  iho  preaeni 


tke  Kst  of  the  Cathedral,  openeil  ar 
aarrow  winding  paaaaee,  intowhic) 


ing  ClaraUnd,  m  a  whi^ier,  (o  follow,  and  be  sun  he 
abut  the  dtmr  behind  bim.  He  obeyed,  and  lidlowad 
her  m  darkness  and  silence,  sometimea  deecending 
»^Bp^  of  the  number  of  which  »he  always  appriiad 
rum,  aomeDmea  ascending,  and  often  lurmns  at  short 
angles.  The  air  was  more  free  ihan  he  could  have 
the  paaaafte  being  venulaied  at  different 


s  byuns 


TnTin^ 


aoualy  « 


ihoir  long  couree  endci  by  Noma  drawing  aaiiiB  a 
aliding  Dannel,  which,  opening  behind  i  wooden,  or 
boi-bed.  aa  it  la  called  m  Scotland,  admitied  them 
into  (m  ancient,  but  very  mean  apsnment,  having  a 
'   ■         inod  root    The  furniiute 


nihcc 


dated;  i 


:oflh 


"1^'. 


if  faded  ribbima. 


who,  in  a  rusty  black  coat.'and  alonched  hat,  sal 
reading  by  a  Uble,  announced  that  ihey  werein  the 
habitalion  of  Ihechurch-besdle,  or  sciion,  and  in  the 
prenence  of  that  rcspeciable  functionary. 

When  his  attention  was  at irac led  by  the  noise  of 
the  alidiag  panel,  he  arose,  and  tesiifying  much  reelect, 
but  no  Burprisa  look  hia  shadowy  hat  from  his  thin 
gray  locks,  and  Blood  uncovered  in  the  presence  i^ 
Noma,  with  an  air  of  profound  humility. 

"Be  faithful,"  said  IVorni  to  the  old  man,  "and 
beware  you  show  not  any  living  mortal  the  aecrat 


thanks,  for  ahe  pi 
With  a  fullering 
she  would  remcm 


;'My  I 


is  bohalf,"" 


n  his  hand  ae  ahe  qjoks. 
expressed  hia  hope  thai 
1,  who  was  on  the  Orecn- 

vhen  he  brought  hack  the 
in  the  well. 

,  and  mr  rhyme  shall  be 
■red  Noma.    "  Waits  Pa- 


The  old  Seilon  assented,  and  the  Pythoness,  com- 
manding Cleveland  to  follow  her.  went  through  a 
beck  door  of  the  apanmcul  into  a  small  garden,  cor- 
reqMnding,  in  iia  desolate  appearance  to  the  habita- 
lion Ihey  had  just  quilled.  The  low  and  broken  wall 
easily  permitted  Iheni  to  pass  into  another  and  latter 
garden,  though  not  much  heiier  kept,  and  a  gale, 
which  was  upon  the  laich,  let  them  into  a  long  and 
winding  Inne,  through  which,  Noma,  having  whi»- 
peicd  to  her  companion  thai  ii  ivas  the  only  dangor- 
oua  place  on  their  raad,  ihey  walked  wiih  ahaaty 

of  the  poor  dwellings,  on  either  hand,  had  bstak^ 
themselves  to  ihdr  houses.  Hiey  saw  only  one 
woman,  who  was  lookinc  IVom  Iter  door,  but  blesFrd 
herself,  and  retired  into  her  house  with  precipitation, 
when  she  saw  the  tall  fipum  of  Noma  alalk  paat  her 
with  long  siridcs.  The  lane  conducted  them  into  the 
country,  where  ihe  dumb  dwarf  wailed  with  three 
hnrsea,  ensconced  behind  the  wall  of  a  deserted  ehed. 
On  oneoflheaeNornn  ins  la  nilj- sealed  horseli;  Cleve- 
land mounted  another,  and,  followed  by  Pacolel  on 
the  ihini,  they  moved  shniply  on  ihmugh  iha  dark- 
ncsB ;  tbe  aciive  and  Bpirilol  animals  on  which  they 
liideboingof  a  breed  rnlher  taller  than  those  reared  in 
.Zetland. 

hour's  omarl  riding,  in  which 
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THE  PIRATE. 


[Chap.  XXXVIU, 


you  a  friend  or  foe  to  Noma,  the  aole  piieateaa  of 
these  disowned  deities  T* 

"  How  is  it  possible  for  me  to  be  vour  enemy  7" 
said  Cleveland.--"  Common  gratitude" 

"Common  gratitude,"  said  Noma,  interrupting 
him,  "is  a  common  word— anrf  words  are  the  com- 
mon pay  which  fools  accept  at  the- hands  of  knaves; 
but  Noma  roust  be  requited  by  actions—by  sacri- 
fices." 

"Well,  mother,  name  your  request" 

"That  you  never  seek  to  see  Minna  Troil  agam, 
and  that  you  leave  this  coast  in  twenty-four  hours," 
answerea  Noma. 

"It  is  impossible,"  said  the  outlaw;  "I  cannot  be 
soon  enough  found  in  the  sea-stores  which  the  sloop 
must  have." 

"  You  can.  I  will  take  care  vou  are  fully  supplied ; 
and  Caithness  and  the  Hebrides  are  not  far  distant 
—you  can  depart  if  you  will." 

^•And  why  should  I,"  said  Cleveland,  "if  I  will 
not?" 

"  Because  your  stay  endangers  others,"  said  Noma, 
"and  will  prove  your  own  destruction.  Hear  jne 
with  attention.  From  the  first  moment  I  saw  you 
lying  senseless  on  the  sand  beneath  the  clifis  of  Sum- 
Dui^  I  read  that  in  your  countenance  which  linked 
you  with  me,  and  those  who  were  dear  to  me;  but 
whether  for  ^ood  or  evil,  was  hidden  from  mine  eyes. 
I  aided  in  saving  your  life,  in  preserving  your  property. 
I  aided  in  doing  so,  the  y&ry  youth  whom  you  have 
crossed  in  his  dearest  affections— crossed  by  tale- 
bearing and  slander." 

" /slander  Mertoun  I"  exclaimed  Cleveland.  " By 
heaven,  I  scarce  mentioned  his  name  at  Bur^-Wes- 
tra,  if  it  is  that  which  you  mean.  The  peddling  fellow 
Bryce,  meaning,  I  believa  t6  be  my  friend,  because 
he  found  something  could  be  made  by  me,  did,  I 
have  since  heard,  carry  tattle,  or  trath,  I  know  not 
which,  to  the  old  man,  which  was  confirmed  by  the 
report  of  the  whole  island.  But,  for  me,  I  scarce 
thought  of  him  as  a  rival ;  else,  1  had  taken  a  more 
honourable  way  to  rid  myself  of  him." 

"Was  the  point  of  your  double-edged  knife,  di- 
rected to  the  bosom  of  an  unarmed  man,  intended  to 
carve  out  that  more  honourable  way  ?"'  said  Noma, 
sternly. 

Cleveland  was  conscience-stmck,  and  remained 
silent  for  an  instant,  ere  he  replied,  "There,  indeed,  I 
was  wrong;  but  he  is,  I  thank  Heaven,  recovered, 
and  welcome  to  an  honourable  satisfaction." 

"  Cleveland,"  said  the  Pythoness,  "  No !  The  fiend 
who  employs  you  as  his  implement  is  powerfiil;  but 
with  me  he  shall  not  strive.  You  are  of  that  tem- 
perament which  the  dark  Influences  desire  as  the 
tools  of  their  agency ;  bold,  haughty,  and  undaunted, 
unrestrained  by  principle,  and  having  only  in  its 
room  a  wild  sense  of  indomitable  pride,  which  such 
men  call  honour.  ,  Such  you  are,  and  as  such  your 
course  through  life  has  been— on  Ward  and  unre- 
strained, bloody  and  tempestuous.  By  me,  however, 
it  shall  be  controlled,"  she  concluded,  stretching  out 
her  staiT,  as  if  in  the  attitude  of  determined  authority 
— "  ay,  even  although  the  demon  who  presides  over 
it  should  now  arise  in  his  terrors." 

Oleyeland  laughed  scornfully.  "GkKxl  mother," 
he  said,  "reserve  such  language  for  the  rude  sailor 
that  implores  you  to  bestow  hull  fair  wind  or  the 
poor  fisherman  that  asks  success  to  his  nets  and 
lines.  I  have  been  long  inaccessible  both  to  fear  and 
to  superstition.  Call  forth  your  demon,  if  you  com- 
mand one,  and  place  him  before  me.  The  man 'that 
has  spent  years  in  company  with  incamate  devil&  can 
scarce  dread  the  presence  of  a  disembodied  fiend." 

This  was  said  with  a  careless  and  desperate  bitter- 
ness of  spirit,  which  proved  too  poweifully  eiiergetic 
even  for  the  delusions  of  Noma's  insanity ;  ana  it  was 
with  a  hoHow  and  tremulous  voice  that  she  aijied 
Cleveland— "  For  whaL  then,  do  you  hold  me,  if  you 
denythe  power  I  have  bought  so  Nearly  7" 

'You  have  wisdom,  mother,"  said  Cleveland ;  "  at 
least  you  have  art,  and  art  is  power.  I  hold  you  for 
one  who  knows  how  to  steer  upon  the  cun«nt  of 
events,  but  I  deny  your  power  to  change  its  course. 
Do  not,  therefore,  waste  words  in  quotmg  terrors  for 


which  I  have  no  feehng,  but  tell  me  at  once, 
fore  you  would  have  me  depart  7** 

"Because  I  will  have  you  see  BiGnna  no  mor&"  an- 
swered Noma—"  Because  Minna  is  the  destinea  bride 
of  him  whom  men  call  Mordaunt  Mertoun— Becaose 
if  you  depart  not  witlun  twenty-four  hours,  atter  de- 
stmction  awaits  vou.  In  these  plain  words  there  is 
no  metaphysical  delupion— Answer  me  as  plainly." 

"In  as  plain  words,  then,"  answered  Cleveland,  "1 
will  not  leave  these  islands— not  at  least,  till  I  have 
seen  Minna  Troil;  and  never  shall  your  Mordaunt 
possess  her  while  1  hve." 

"  Hear  him !"  said  Noma—"  hear  a  mortal  man 
spum  at  the  means  of  prolonging  his  life ! — bear  a 
sinful— a  most  smful  bdng,  refuse  the  time  which  fate 
yet  afibrds  for  repentance,  and  for  the  salvation  of  an 
immortal  soul!— Behold  him  how  he  stands  erect, 
bold  and  confident  in  his  youthful  strength  and  cou- 
rage !  My  eves,  imused  to  tears — even  my  eyes,  which 
have  so  little  cause  to  weep  for  him,  are  blmded  with 
sorrow,  to  think  what  so  fair  a  form  will  be  ere  the 
second  sun  set  I" 

"  Mother,"  said  Cleveland,  firmly,  yet  with  some 
touch  of  sorrow  in  his  voice,  "I  in  part  understand 
yohr  threats.  You  know  more  than  we  do  of  the 
course  of  the  Halcyon— perhaps  have  the  means  (for 
I  acknowled^  you  have  shown  wonderful  skill  of 
combination  m  such  affairs)  of  du'ecting  her  cruise  our 
way.  Be  it  so,— 1  will  not  a^art  from  my  porpoaefor 
that  risk.  If  the  frigate  comes  hither,  we  have  s^\ 
our  shoal  water  to  trust  to:  and  I  think  they  will 
scarce  cut  us  out  with  boats,  as  if  we  were  a  Spaaidi 
xebeck.  I  am  therefore  resolved  I  will  hoist  once 
more  the  flag  under  which  I  have  cruised,  avail  oar- 
selves  of  the  thousand  chances  which  have  helped  oi 
in  greater  odds,  and,  at  the  worst,  fight  the  vcnel  to 
the  very  hist ;  and,  when  mortal  man  can  <k>  no  more, 
it  is  but  snapping  a  ojstol  in  the  powder-room,  and,  as 
we  have  lived,  so  wfll  we  die." 

There  was  a  dead  pause  as  Cleveland  ended ;  and 
it  was  broken  by  his  resuming,  in  a  softer  tone— 
"You  have  heard  my  answer,  mother;  let  us  debate 
it  no  further,  but  part  in  peace.  I  would  willingly 
leave  you  a  remembrance,  that  you  may  not  f<ffget  a 
poor  fellow  to  whom  your  services  have  been  ua^l, 
and  who  parts  with  you  in  no  unkindness,  howercr 
unfiiendly  you  are  to  his  dearest  interests.— Nay,  do 
not  shun  to  accept  such  a  trifle."  he  said,  forcinsupon 
Noma  the  Httle  silver  enchased  box  which  haoT  been 
once  the  subject  of  strife  betwixt  Mertoun  and  him ; 
"it  is  not  for  the  sake  of  the  metal,  which  I  know 
you  value  not.  but  simply  as  a  memorial  that  you  have 
met  him  of  whom  many  a  strange  tale  will  nereafter 
be  told  in  the  seas  which  he  has  travoised." 

"  I  accept  your  gift,"  said  Noma,  "  in  token  that,  if 
I  have  in  aught  been  accessary  to  your  fate,  it  was  as 
the  involuntary  and  grieving  agent  of  other  powers. 
Well  did  you  say  we  direct  not  the  current  of  the 
events  which  hurry  us  forward,  and  render  our  utmost 
efforts  unavailing ;  even  as  the  wells  of  Tuf\ik>e*  can 
wheel  the  stoutest  vessel  round  and  round,  in  despite 
of  either  sail  or  steerage.— Pacolet  I"  she  exclainud, 
in  a  louder  voice,  "  what,  ho !  Pacolet !" 

A  large  stone,  which  lay  at  the  side  of  the  wall  of 
the  hovel,  fell  as  she  spoke,  and  to  Cleveland's  sur- 
prise, if  not  somewhat  to  his  fear,  the  misshapen 
forrn  of  (he  dwarf  was  seen,  like  some  overgrown 
reptile,  extricating  himself  out  of  a  subterranean  pas- 
sage, the  entrance  to  which  the  stone  had  covered. 

Noma,  as  if  impressed  by  what  Cleveland  had  said 
on  the  subject  of  her  supernatural  pretensions,  was  so 
far  from  endeavouring  to  avail  herself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  enforce  them,  that  she  hastened  to  explak 

ii  Phenomena  he  had  witnessed. 
Such  passww»,"  she  said,   "  to  which   the  en- 
trances are  carefully  concealed,  are  frequently  found  in 
these  islands— the  places  of  retreat  of  the  ancient 
inhabitants,  where  they  sought  refiige  from  the  nge 

-u-^  **^'  '"  ^  l«»»«?*«  <*f  tho«  "ea^  denotes  one  ef  tbe 
whiripoola,  or  circular  eddiee.  which  wheel 


_.  - ,        ^-    _^.        ^ —  -  ».~.  and  boil  with  u.^ 

nubtnr  "trenfftti,  and  ore  very  dengeroiia.  Heooe  the  distiae- 
tioo.  in  old  E^liah,  betwixt  welta  and  waves,  the  latter  nnifr 
log  the  direct  onward  oonrw  of  the  tide,  and  the  Ibrmer  tte 
■nooth,  gla«7.  oilr-lopkinc  whirtpoolt,  whoM  attength 
to  the  ere  a]mo«t  irreeisUble. 


Here  are  you.  now,  buIhb  [o  play  All  iai  Lo*e,uid 
the  World  well  1^81.  and  yei  you  cennol  bar  x 
hBimleeB  bounce  in  blunli  venw— Well.  I  c*n  ulk 
prose  far  tbe  mafter,  for  I  have  newaeniHigfa  loKll— 
■Dd  attunge  news,  [oo— ar,  and  aiirhnK  newalabooL" 

"  Well,  prithee  deliver  ihem  (to  epeak  ihy  owa  cani> 
like  a  mnn  otihia  world." 

"The  StromneBa  fisherB  will  tccepi  nothing  Hm 


"  TVuB— they  commonly  ley  the  ehargea  on  a*  lhi(* 
ea  if  they  were  caulking.  But  here  la  the  milUt. 
The  owner  of  ihe  brig  yonder,  ihe  father  of  ronr&it 
Imoinda.  aianda  paymaater.  by  way  of  ihankifbubr 
Giviliiy  wjib  which  nc  Irealcd  his  dauchien,  and  diii 

"II  ia  like  ihe  liank-heBrled  oil)  Udallerf  and 
Cleveland;  "bulla  heat  ^tromni'sa?  1  Ihoufdil  Ik 
waa  to  have  cnnaed  the  island  for  Kirkwall." 

"  He  dil  30  pujpoBc,"  said  Bmice,  "  but  more  Ibib 
than  KinR  Duncan  cbuiKe  the  courae  of  iheii  voyage. 
He  waa  no  nmner  aahore  than  he  was  met  with  tjt 
meddlitiR  old  witch  of  ibese  parts,  who  hastierfiDgFi 
in  every  man'a  pie,  and  by  her  connael  he  cfaanctd 
hie  pnipoae  of  going  lo  Kirkwall,  and  lies  at  ancbof 
for  the  preaenl  in  yonder  while  house,  thai  you  tail 
seewithyourelassupthe  lake  yonder.    1  amit^d  <ht 


and  may  befnend  us  at  to  meny  devils." 

"  But  who  told  you  all  this  r'^said  Cleveland,  with- 
onl  ueing  hie  apy-glass.  or  seeming  so  much  intereti' 
ed  in  ihe  news  «s  hia  comrade  had  expected. 

"  Why,"  replied  Bunce.  "  I  made  a  inp  aahore  tha 
morning  to  the  villnge,  and  hid  a  can  with  an  M 
acnuaintanre.  who  had  been  eeni  by  Hancr  Tioil  to 
look  aficr  maltem,  and  I  fished  ii  all  out  of  him,  sad 
more,  too.  Ihsn  I  atn  deairaus  of  lelling  you,  aoUc 
Captam. 

And  whois  yoarinlelligencerT"  aaid  Clevelaini 


"Why,  he  ia  an  old,  fMdIing.  foptHsh  ai 
mine  called  Halcni,  if  you  must  know,"  sna  duuk 
"Halcro!"  echoed  Cleveland,  hia  eyes  ^Mitlin* 
iihairmriRe — "ClaudHalcro?— why,he«enta«how 
a  wtlh  Hinnn  and  her  ■iaiei^-Wtam  an 


FheyY 

"Why,  thai  ia  iuel  what  I  did  nof  want  lo  teUyoo," 
rephed-ihe  confidant— "yei  bang  me  if  1  can  help  n. 

fineelfecl~0  ay,  and  Ihe  spy-glaaB  is  lumedoDilia 
Houae  of  Stennia  n™.'~Well  yonder  they  are.  it 
must  bo  confessed— indifferenlly  well  fluarded,  ion 


raS  ihe  old  wilchjs  people  i 


iTOiB  himaeirVtwhoto'f^l  iraTnoWeCapi 


lopaaila — and  aail  wilh  IM 
,Tou  aicken  me  with  vonr  viUany,"  aud  Clera- 


land,  tuming  away  from  him, 
"  rmph  1— rillany,  and  eiekai)  rou  I"  nid 

'iK u_.  I-  -e  1  paij  ■   ■     ■ 

by  genth 


iw,~nray,  what  liave^  I  said  but  what  has  bM 


ouraelveaT' 


Mention  it  not  again."  aaid  ClBVeland-,  thmltaA 
a  turn  along  the  decs,  in  deep  mediiation,  and,  am- 
ing  back  to  Bunoe,  look  him  by  the  hand,  ind  said. 
Jack,  I  will  see  her  once  more." 

Wiih  all  ray  heart,"  aaid  Bunce.  aQlleDly. 

Once  more  will  I  aes  her.  and  it  mayba  to  lb- 


lence— "Wi[h  nil  my  hesri  !|-eonfeM  and  ba  hanied 

"Niiy-but,tle«r  Jack  1"  said  Cleveland. 

"  Dear  Jack  I"  anawered  Butice,  in  ihs  lanie  aullea 
ionB-"a  dear  mghl  you  have  been  lo  dear  Jack.  But 
hold  your  own  courw— I  have  done  wiih  earing  for 
TOu  far  ever— I  (hould  bui  sicken  you  with  my  vil- 

"Now,  muel  I  aooiheihia  ailly  fellow  M  if  ha  were 
a  (polled  uhild,"  said  Cleveland,  apeaking  at  Buncft 
bui  nol  to  hiin ;  and  yel  he  haa  tenae  enonah,  and 
bravery  enouRh,  loo;  and.  one  would  ihink,  kindnMa 
enough  lo  know  thai  men  don't  pick  their  words 
liunng  a  gale  of  wind." 

"Vvhy,  that's  ituo,  Clement,"  aaid  Bunce,  "and 
than  IS  my  hand  upon  it— And,  now  I  think  iqMn'l, 

Eou  shall  have  your  laat  interview,  for  it's  out  of  my 
ne  to  prevent  n  partinE  scene;  and  whsi  lieniBea 
a  lide-we  can  saiTby  lo-morrow's  ebb  na  wellaB  by 

Cleveland  siRhed, for  Norna'aprediction  niahed  on 
his  mind;  bui  the  opporlunily  of  a  last  meelinn  with 
Miima  was  loo  tempung  10  be  resigned  either  forpre- 


any  lellera  or  mcaaage  from  you  lo  Minna  with  (he 
dexiftilyof  a  valet  de  chambra." 

"  But  ihey  have  armed  men— you  may  be  in  dan- 
BVC,"  aaid  Clevelatid. 

"Nola  whit— nol  a  whit,"  replied  Bunce.  "I  pro- 
tected 4ho  wencbes  when  ihev  were  in  my  power;  I 
warrant  their  father  will  neither  wrung  me,  nor  ne 

"You  aaylraa,"  aaid  ClewUnd,  "it  is  not  in  hU 
nature.  I  wdl  instantly  wrileanoteioHiniia."  And 
he  ran  down  to  the  cabin  for  ihut  purpose,  where  ho 
wasted  much  paper,  ere,  with  a  trembling  hand,  and 
throbbing  heart,  he  achieved  auch  a  letter  aa  he  hoped 
might  prevail  on  Minna  to  permit  him  a  farewell  meel- 
uiK  on  the  aucceeding  morning. 

His  adhcrenL  Bunce.  in  the  mean  while.  Bought  out 
Fletcher,  of  whoae  ^Pport  'o  second  any  motion 

followed  ^y  thie  trusty  iatelliie,  he  intruded  himaelt' 
on  the  awful  preaence  of  Hawkins  the  boatswain, 
and  Derrick  the  quaner-maaier,  who  were  re^^ing 
ihemselies  with  a  can  of  lumbo,  after  the  fatiguing 
doty  of  the  day. 

"Here  comes  he  can  tell  ua,"  said  Derrick.—"  So. 
Master  Lieutenant,  for  so  we  tnual  call  you  now.  I 
think,  lei  ua  have  a  peep  into  your  counsels— When 
will  the  anchor  be  >-lripr' 

"  When  it  pleases  heaven.  Master  Quarter- master," 
answered  Bunce,  "for  I  know  no  more  than  ihsslem- 

"  Why, d— n  mybuliona,"  said  Deirick,  "do  wi 
weiriithiitidel"^ 
"Or  to-morrow's  tide,  at  farlhesll"  said  the  B 


-"Why,  what  have  we  been  alaving ths  whole 

Suiy  Tor,  to  itet  all  these  stotea  aboard'?" 
entlcmeb"  said  Bunce,  "  you  are  Id  know  that 


'a  tide,  at  farlheall'^'  said  the  Boat- 
[tpany  Tor,  to  1 

ipid  has  1am  our  Captain  on  board,  carried  the  laa- 
seL  and  nailed  down  hia  wits  under  hatches." 

"  What  Bonofplay-stuffiB  all  this!"  soid  the  Boat- 
swain, gruffly.  If  you  have  any  thing  to  tell  ua,  say 
it  in  a  word,  like  a  man." 

" Howsotndever,"  said  Fletcher,  "I  alwajra  think 
Jack  Bunce  speaks  like  a  man.  and  acts  lilie  a  man 
too— and  so,  d'ye  see" 

"  Hold  your  jpeace.  dear  Dick,  best  of  bultybaeks, 
be  Hlent,"  said  Bunce — "  Oenllemen,  in  oiM%oid  lbs 
Captain  is  in  love." 

''Why,  now,  only  think  of  thatt"  aaid  the  Boat- 
swain ^  not  but' that  1  have  been  in  love  aa  often  as 
»n»  man,  when  the  ship  was  laid  up." 

"Well,but  "continued  Bunce.  "Captain  Cleveland 
is  in  love — Yes— Prince  Volacius  is  in  lovci  and 
though  that's  the  coe  for  langhing  on  the  stage,  it  is 
no  lauftluag  matter  here.    Heeipecta  to  meet  lbs  girl 
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bufied.  He  is  little  better  than  an  old  woman  when 
he  ia  sober,  and  he  is  roarinff  mad  when  he  is  drunk— 
we  have  had  enough  of  Gk>ne." 

"Why4  then,  what  d*ye  say  to  yourself,  or  to  me, 
Boatswain  T*  demandedf  the  Quarter-master.  ''  I  am 
content  to  toss  up  for  it." 

"  Rot  it,  no,"  answered  the  Boatswain,  aAer  a  mo- 
ment's consideration;  "if  we  were  within  reach  of 
the  trade-winds,  we  might  either  of  us  make  a  shift ; 
but  it  will  take  all  Cleveland's  navigation  to  get  us 
there;  and  so,  I  think,  there  is  nothmg  like  Bunce's 
project  for  the  present  Hark,  he  calls  tor  the  boat— I 
must  go  on  deck  and  have  her  lowered  for  his  honour, 
d— n  me  eyes." 

The  boat  was  lowered  accordingly,  made  its  voyage 
up  the  lake  with  safetv,  and  landea  BuncQ  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  the  old  mansion-house  of  Sten- 
nis.  Upon  arriving  in  front  of  the  house,  he  found 
that  hasty  measures  bad  been  taken  to  put  it  in  a  state 
of  defence,  the  lower  windows  being  barricaded,  with 
places  left  for  use  of  musketry,  anoa  ship-gun  being 
placed  so  as  to  command  the  entrance,  which  was 
besides  guarded  by  two  sentinels.  Bunce  demanded 
admission  at  the  gate,  which  was  briefly  and  uncere- 
moniously refused^  with  an  exhortation  to  him,  at  the 
same  time,  to  be  gone  about  his  business  before  worse 
came  of  it  As  he  continued,  however,  importunately 
to  insist  on  seeing  some  one  of  the  family,  and  stated 
his  business  to  be  of  the  most  urgent  nature,  Claud 
Halcro  at  length  appeared,  and,  with  more  peevish- 
ness than  belonged  to  his  usual  manner,  that  admirer 
of  glorious  John  expostulated  with  his  old  acquaint- 
ance upon  his  pertinacious  folly. 

"  You  are,"  he  said.  "  like  foolish  moths  fluttering 
about  a  candle,  which  is  sure  at  last  to  consume 
you." 

"And  you,"  said  Bunc&  "are  a  set  of  stingless 
drones,  whom  we  can  smoke  out  of  your  defences  at 
our  pleasure,  with  half-a-dozen  of  hand-grenades." 

"Smoke  a  fool's  head r*  said  Halcro;  "take 'my 
advice,  and  mind  your  own  matters,  or  there  will  be 
those  upon  you  will  smoke  you  to  purpose.  Either 
begone,  or  tell  me  ip  two  words  what  you  want ;  for 
you  are  like  to  receive  no  welcome  here  swe  from  a 
blunderbuss.  We  are  men  enough  of  ourselves ;  and 
h&e  is  young  Mordaunt  Mertoun  come  from  Hoy, 
whom  your  Captain  so  nearly  murdered." 

"Tuah,  man.^'  said  Bunco,  "he  did  but  let  out  a 
little  malapert  blood." 

"  We  want  no  such  phlebotomy  here,"  said  Claud 
Halcro ;  "and,  besides,'  your  patient  turns  out  to  be 
nearer  allied  to  us  than  either  you  or  we  thought  of; 
so  you  may  think  how  little  welcome  the  Captain  or 


any  of  his  crew  are  like  to  be  here." 
**Well;  but  what  if  I  bringT 


said 
that 


Halcro. 
pays  too 


„  money  for  the  stores 
smt  on  board  7 

"Keep  it  till  it  is  asked  of  you." 
"There  are  two  bad  paymasters— he 
soon,  and  he  that  does  not  pay  at  alL" 

"  Well,  then,  let  me  at  least  give  our  thanks  to  the 
donor,"  said  Bunce. 

"Keep  them,  too,  till  they  are  asked  for,"  answered 
the  poet. 

"  So  this  is  all  the  welcome  I  have  of  you  for  old 
aoQuaintance'  sake?"  said  Bunce. 

I' Whv,  what  can  I  do  for  you,  Master  Altamont?*' 
said  Halcro,  somewhat  moved.— "If  young  Mordaunt 
had  had  his  oMm  will,  he  would  have  welcomed  you 
with  '  the  red  Burgundy,  Number  a  thonsand.'  For 
God's  sake  begone,  else  the  stage  direction  will  be. 
Enter  g[uard,  and  seize  Altamont?' 

"I  will  not  give  you  the  trouble,"  said  Bnnoe,  "but 
will  make  my  exit  mstantly.— Stay  a  moment— I  had 
almost  forgot  that  I  have  a  slip  of  paper  for  the  tallest 
of  jour  gins  ther&— Minna,  ay.  Minna  is  her  name. 
It  18  a  farewell  Irom  Captain  Cleveland— you  cannot 
refuse  to  give  it  her?" 

"Ah,  poor  fellow  I"  said  Halcro—"  I  comprehend— 
I  comprehend— Farewell,  £ur  Armida— 

;Mid  pikM  end  'mid  baUeti,  'mid  t«mpMta  and  On, 
TiM  duifw  is  l«n  than  in  bopel«M  dMira !' 

Tell  me  but  this— is  there  poetry  in  itf' 

Chokeful  to  the  seal,  with  song,   sonnet,  and 


elegy."  answered  Banee;  "but  let  her  have  it  can- 
tioudhr  and  secretly." 

"Tush,  man!— teach  me  to  deliver  a  bfllet-douzl 
—roe,  who  have  been  in  the  Wits'  Coffee-houat  and 
have  seen  all  the  toasts  of  the  Kit-Cat  Olub  1— Bfinna 
shall  have  it,  then,  for  old  aoouaintance*  sake,  Mr. 
Altamont,  and  for  your  Captain^s  sake,  too,  who  has 
lees  of  the  core  of  devil  about  him  than  his  trade  re- 
quires.   There  can  be  no  harm  in  a  farewell  letter." 

"  Farewell,  then,  old  boy,  for  ever  and  a  day^*  said 
Bunce ;  and  seizing  the  poet's  hand,  gave  it  so^earty 
a  gripe,  that  he  left  him  roaring,  and  shaking  his  fist, 
like  a  dog  when  a  hot  cinder  has  fallen  on  his  foot 

Leaving  the  rover  to  return  on  board  the  vessel  we 
remain  with  the  family  of  Magnus  Troil,  assembled 
at  their  kinsman's  mansion  of  Stennis,  where  they 
maintained  a  constant  and  careful  watch  against  sur- 
prise. 

Mordaunt  Mertoun  had  been  received  with  m«pfa 
kindness  by  Magnus  TroU,  when  he  came  to  his  as- 
sistance, with  a  small  party  of  Noma's  dependants, 
placed  by  her  under  his  command.  The  Udaller  was 
easily  satisfied  that  the  reports  instilled  into  his  ears 
by  the  Jaggen  zealous  to  augment  his  favour  towards 
his  more  prontable  customer  Cleveland,  by  diminirii- 
ing  that  of  Mertoun,  were  without  foundation.  They 
had,  indeed,  been  confirmed  by  the  good  Lady  Glow- 
rowrum,  and  by  common  fame,  both  of  whom  were 
pleased  to  represent  Mordaunt  Mertoun  as  an  ano- 
fi»nt  pretender  to  the  favour  of  the  sisters  of  Buririi- 
Westra.  who  only  hesitated,  sultan-like,  on  whom  ne 
should  bestow  the  handkerchief.  Bui  common  fame, 
Magnus  considered  was  a  common  liar,  and  he  was 
sometimes  disposed  (where  scandal  was  concerned) 
to  regard  the  good  Lady  Glowrowrum  as  rather  an 
uncommon  specimen  of  the  same  genus.  H^  theie- 
fore  received  Mordaunt  once  more  into  fiill  favtffc 
listened  with  much  surprise  to  the  claim  whlei 
Noma  laid  to  the  young  man's  duty,  and  with  no  less 
interest  to  her  intention  of  surrendering  to  him  the 
considerable  property  which  she  had  inherited  from 
her  father.  Nay^  it  is  even  probable  that,  though  he 
gave  no  immediate  answ^  to  her  hints  concerning 
a  union  betwixt  his  eldest  daughter  and  her  heir  he 
might  think  such  an  alliance  recommended,  as  w^  bj 
the  young  man's  personal  merits,  as  by  the  chance  it 

Save  of  reuniting  the  very  large  estate  which  had  been 
ivided  betwixt  his  own  father  and  that  of  Noma. 
At  all  events,  the  Udaller  received  his  young  fiiend 
with  much  kindness,  and  he  and  the  proprietor  of  the 
mansion  joined  in  intrusting  to  him,  as  the  youngest 
and  most  active  of  the  party,  the  charge  of  commaiMl- 
ing  the  night-watch,  and  relieving  the  sentinels 
around  the  Houae  of  Stennis. 


CHAPTER  XL. 

or  an  ovUawa^  thia  it  the  Iaw»~ 

That  m«n  him  take  and  bind, 
WithoQt  pitie  banc'd  to  be, 

And  waive  with  the  wind. 

MoaoAtTNT  had  caused  the  sentinels  who  had  been 
on  duty  since  midnight  to  be  relieved  ere  the  peep  of 
day,  and  having  given  directions  Jhat  the  guard 
ahould  be  again  changed  at  sunrise,  ft  had  retired  to 
a  small  parlour,  and,  placing  his  anna  beside  him,  was 
slumbenng  in  an  easy-chair,  when  he  felt  himself 
pulled  by  the  watch-cloak  in  which  he  was  envdoped. 

"  Is  it  sunrise,"  said  he,  "  already  ?"  as,  starting  up, 
he  discovered  the  first  beams  lying  leinel  upon  the 
horizon. 

"  Mordaunt  1"  said  a  voice,  every  note  of  which 
thrilled  to  his  heart 

He  tamed  hia  eyes  on  the  speaker,  and  Brenda 
Troil,  to  his  joyful  astonishment,  stood  before  him. 
As  he  wasalxnit  to  address  her  eagerly,  he  was  checked 
by  observing  the  signs  of  sorrow  and  discomposure 
in  her  pale  checks,  trembling  Ups,  and  brimful  eyes. 

"  Mordaunt,"  she  said,  "  you  must  do  Itfinna  and  me 
a  fa  vour— you  must  allow  us  to  leave  the  house  quietly, 
and  without  alarming  anyone,  in  order  to  go  as  far  as 
the  Standing  Stones  of  Stennis." 
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**  What  fireak  can  this  be,  dearest  Brenda?"  aaid 
Mordaunt,  much  amazed  at  the  request— "  some  €>r- 
(sadian  ob«ervance  of  suDerstition,  periiaps ;  but  the 
time  istoo  dangerous,  ana  my  charge  from  your  father 
too  strict,  that  I  should  oermit  you  to  pass  without 
bis  consent.  Consider,  dearest  Brenda,  I  am  a  sol- 
dier on  duty,  and  must  obey  orders." 

"Mordaunt,"  said  Brenda,  "  this  is  no  jesting  mat- 
ter— Minna's  reason,  nay,  Minna's  life,  depends  on 
your  giving  us  this  permission." 

"And  for  what  purpose?"  said  Mordaunt ;  "let  me 
at  least  know  that." 

"  For  a  wild  and  a  desperate  purpose,"  replied  Bren- 
da—" It  is  that  she  may  meet  Cleveland." 

."  Cleveland  I"  said  Mordaunt—"  Should  the  vUlain 
come  ashore,  be  shall  be  welcomed  with  a  shower  of 
rifle-balls.  Let  me  within  a  hundred  yards  of  him," 
he  added,  grasping  his  piece,  "  and  aU  the  mischief 
he  ns  done  me  shall  be  balanced  with  an  ounce 
bullet  I" 

"  His  death  will  drive  Minna  frantic,"  said  Brenda ; 
"  and  him  who  injures  Minna,  Brenda  will  never  again 
look  upon." 

"  This  is  madness— raving  madness !"  said  Mor- 
daunt—" Consider  your  honour— consider  your  duty." 
"  I  can  consider  nothinsf  but  Minna's  danger,"  said 
Brenda,  breaking  into  a  flood  of  tears  ;  "  her  former 
iljoess  was  nothing^  to  the  state  she  has  been  in  all 
night.  She  holds  m  her  hand  his  letter,  written  in 
characters  of  fire,  rather  than  of  ink,  imploring  her 
to  see  him,  for  a  last  farewell  as  she  would  save  a 
mortal  body,  and  an  immortal  soul ;  pledging  himself 
for  her  safety ;  and  declaring  no  power  shall  force 
hirQ  from  the  coast  till  he  has  seen  her.— You  must 
let  ui  pass." 

***  It  IS  impossible !"  replied  Mordaunt^  in  great  per- 
jJeartty— "  This  ruffian  has  imprecauons  enough, 
doubtless,  at  his  fingers'  ends— but  what  better  pledge 
has  he  to  offer?— I  cannot  permit  Minna  to  go.^' 

"I  suppose,"  said  Brenda,  somewhat  reproachfully, 
while  she  dried  her  tears,  yet  still  continued  sobbing, 
"  that  there  is  something  in  what  Noma  spoke  of  be- 
twixt Minna  and  you :  and  that  you  are  too  jealous  of 
this  poor  wretch,  to  allow  him  eyen  to  speak  with  her 
an  instant  before  his  departure." 

"  You  are  unjust,"  said  Mordaunt,  hurt,  and  yet 
somewhat  flattered  by  her  suspicions, — "  you  are  as 
unjust  as  you  are  impraden t.  You  know— you  cannot . 
but  know — that  Mmna  is  chiefly  dear  to  me  as  your 
sister.  Tell  me,  Brenda— and  tell  me  truly— if  I  aid 
you  in  this  folly,  have  you  no  suspidon  of  the  Pirate's 
faith  ?" 

"  No,  none,"  said  Brenda ;  "  if  I  had  any,  do  you 
think  I  would  urge  you  thus  ?  He  is  wild  and  unhappy, 
but  I  think  we  may  in  this  trust  him." 

"Is  the  appointed  place  the  Standing  Stones,  and 
the  time  daybreak  1"  a^ain  demanded  Mordaunt 

"It  is.  and  the  time  is  come,"  said  Brenda, — "for 
Heaven  s  sake  let  us  depart !" 

"I  will  myself;"  said  Mordaunt,  "relieve  the  sen- 
tinel at  the  front  door  for  a  few  minutes,  and  sufTer 
you  to  pass. — You  will  not  protract  this  interview,  so 
full  of  danger?" 

"We  wiU  not,"  said  Brenda:  "and  you,  on  your 
part,  will  not  avail  yourself  of  this  unhappy  man's 
venturing  hitherto  harm  or  to  seize  himf 

"Rely  on  my  honour,"  said  Mordaunt— "He  shall 
have  no  harm,  unless  he  offers  any." 

"  Then  I  go  to  call  my  sister,'^  said  Brenda,  and 
quickly  left  the  apartment. 

Mordaunt  considered  the  matter  for  an  instant,  and 
then  going  to  the  sentinel  at  the  front  door,  he  desired 
him  to  mn  instantly  to  the  main-guard,  and  order 
the  whole  to  turn  out  with  their  arms— to  see  the 
order  obeyed,  and  fo  return  when  they  were  in  readi- 
ness. Mean  time,  he  himself^  he  said,  would  remain 
upon  the  post 

During  the  interval  of  the  sentinel's  absent^  the 
front  door  was  slowly  opened,  and  Minna  and  Bfren- 
da  appeared,  muffled  in  their  mantles.  The  former 
leaned  on  her  sister,  and  kept  her  face  bent  on  the 
ground,  as  one  who  felt  ashamed  of  the  step  she  was 
about  to  take.  Brenda  also  passed  her  lover  in  Bilenc& 
but  threw  back  upon  him  a  look  of  gratitude  and 


affection,  which  doubled,  if  possible,  his  anxiety  for 
their  safety. 

The  sisters,  in  the  mean  while,  passed  out  of  sight 
of  the  house ;  when  Miima.  whose  step,  till  that  time, 
had  been  faint  and  feeble,  began  to  erect  her  person, 
and  to  walk  with  a  pace  so  firm  and  so  swift  that 
Brenda,  who  had  some  difficulty  to  ke^  up  with  her, 
could, not  forbear  remonstrating  on  the  imprudence  of  • 
hurrying  her  spirits,  and  exhausting  her  force,  by  such 
unnecessary  haste. 

"  Fear  not,  my  dearest  sister,"  saki  Minna ;  "  the 
spirit  which  I  now  feel  will,  and  must,  sustain  me 
through  the  dreadful  interview.  I  could  not  but  move 
with  a  drooping  head,  and  dejected  pace,  while  I  was 
in  view  of  one  who, must  necessarily  deem  me 
deserving  ef  his  pity,  or  his  scorn.  But  you  know, 
my  dearest  Brenda,  and  Mordaunt  shall  also  know, 
that  the  love  I  bore  to  that  unhappy  man.  was  as 
pure  as  the  rays  of  that  sun,  that  is  now  reflected  on 
the  waves.  And  I  dare  attest  that  glorious  sun,  and 
yonder  blue  heaven,  to  bear  me  witness,  that,  but  to 
urge  him  to  change  hb  unhappy  course  of  life,  I  had 
not,  for  all  the  temptations  this  round  world  hold8» 
ever  consented  to  see  him  more." 

As  she  spoke  thus,  in  a  tone  which  afforded  much 
confidence  to  Brenda,  the  sisters  attained  the  summit 
of  a  rising  ground,  whence  they  commanded  a  frill 
view  of  the  Orcadian  Stonehenee,  consisting  of  a 
huge  circle  and  semicircle  of  the  Standing  Stones,  as 
they  are  called,  which  already  glimmered  a  greyish 
white  in  the  rising  sun^  and  projected  far  to  the  west- 
ward their  long  ragantic  shadows.  At  another  time, 
the  scene  would  nave  (^>erated  powerfully  on  the  ima- 
ginative mind  of  Minna,  and  mterested  the  curiosity 
at  least  of  her  less  sensitive  sister.  But,  at  this 
moment  neither  was  at  leisure  to  receive  the  im- 
pressions which  this  stupendous  monument  of  an- 
tuuity  is  so  well  calculated  to  impress  on  the  feelings 
ot  those  who  behold  it ;  for  they  saw,  in  the  lower 
lake,  beneath  what  is  termed  the  Bridge  of  Broisgar, 
a  boat  well  manned  and  armed,  which  had  disem- 
barked one  of  its  crew,  who  advanced  alone^  and 
wrapped  in  a  naval  cloak,  towards  that  monumental 
circle  which  they  themselves  were  about  to  reach 
from  another  quarter. 

"  They  are  many,  and  they  are  armed,"  said  the 
startled  Brenda,  in  a  whisper  to  her  sister. 

It  is  for  precaution's  sake,"  answered  Minna, 
"which,  alas,  their  condition  renders  but  too  ne- 
cessary. Fear  no  treachery  from  him— that  st  least, 
is  not  his  vice." 

As  she  spoke,  or  shortly  afterwards,  she  attained  the 
centre  of  the  circle,  on  which,  in  the  midst  of  the  tall 
erect  pillars  of  rude  stone  that  are  raised  arotmd.  Ues 
one  flat  and  prostrate,  supported  by  short  stone  pillars, 
of  which  some  reUcs  are  still  visible,  that  had  onco 
served,  perhaps,  the  purpose  of  an  altar. 

"  Here,"  she  said,  "  in  heathen  times  (if  we  may 
believe  legends,  which  have  cost  me  but  too  dear) 
our  ancestors  offered  sacrifices  to  heathen  deities — 
and  here  will  I,  from  my  soul,  renounce,  abjure,  and 
offer  up  to  a  better  and  a  more  merciful  God  than 
was  known  to  them,  the  vain  ideas  with  which  my 
youthful  imagination  has  been  seduc^." 

She  stood  oy  the  prostrate  table  of  stone,  and  saw 
Cleveland  advance  towards  her,  with  a  timid  pace, 
and  a  downcast  look,  as  different  from  his  usual 
character  and  bearing,  as  Minna's  high  air  and  lofty 
demeanour,  and  calm  contemplative  posture,  were 
distant  from  those  of  the  love-lorn  and  broken-hearted 
maiden,  whose  weight  had  almost  home  down  the 
support  of  her  sister  as  she  left  the  House  of  Stennis. 
If  tne  belief  of  those  is  trae,  who  assign  these  singular 
monuments  exclusively  to  the  Druids,  Minna  might 
have  seemed  the  Haxa,  or  high  priestess  of  the  order. 
Grom  whom  some  champion  of  the  tribe  expected 
inauguration.  Or,  if  we  hold  the  circles  of  Gothic 
and  Scandinavian  origin,  she  might  have  seemed  a 
descended  Vision  of  Freya,  the  spouse  of  the  Thun- 
dering Deity,  before  whom  some  bold  Sea-King  or 
champion  bent  with  an  awe,  which  no  mere  mortal 
terror  could  have  inflicted  upon  him.  Brenda,  over- 
whdmed  with  inexpressible  rcar  and  doubt  remained 
a  pace  or   two    behind,   anxiously  observing  the 
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motioofe  of  Cleveland,  and   atcending  to   nothing 
around,  save  to  him  and  to  her  sister. 

Cleveland  approached  within  two  yards  of  Minna, 
and  bent  his  head  to  the  ground.  There  was  a  dead 
pause,  until  Minna  said,  in  a  firm  but  melancholy 
tone,  "Unhappy  man,  why  didst  thou  seek  this 
aggravation  ol  our  wol  Depart  in  peace,  and  mav 
Heaven  direct  thee  to  a  better  course  than  that  which 
thv  life  has  yet  held !" 

Heaven  will  not  aid  me,  said  Cleveland,  "  ex- 
citing by  your  voice.  I  came  hither  rude  and  wild, 
scarce  Knowing  that  my  trade,  my  desperate  trade, 
was  more  crimuial  in  the  sight  of  man  or  of  Heaven, 
than  that  of  those  phvateers  whom  your  law  acknow- 
ledges. I  was  bred  in  it  and,  but  for  the  wishes  you 
have  encouraged  me  to  form,  I  should  have  perhaps 
died  in  it,  desperate  and  impenitent  O,  do  not  throw 
me  from  you  1  let  me  do  something  to  redeem  what  I 
have  done  amiss,  and  do  not  leave  your  own  work 
half-finished  !*' 

'*Clevdand,"  said  Minna,  "I  will  not  reproach  you 
with  abusing  mv  inexperience,  or  with  availing  your- 
self of  those  delusions  which  the  credulitv  of  early 
youth  had  flung  around  me,  and  which  fed  me  to 
confound  your  ratal  course  of  life  with  the  deeds  of 
our  ancient  heroes.  Alas,  when  I  saw  your  followers, 
that  illusion  was  no  morel—but  I  do  not  upbraid  you 
with  its  having  existed.  Gro,  Cleveland;  detach 
yourself  from  those  miserable  wretches  with  whom 
you  are  associated,  and  believe  me^  that  if  Heaven 
vet  grants  you  the  means  of  distingmshing  your  name 
by  one  good  or  glorious  action,  there  are  eyes  left  in 
these  lonely  islands,*  that  will  weep  as  much  for  joy, 
as— a»— they  must  now  do  for  sorrow." 

"  And  is  this  all  V  said  Cleveland ;  "  and  may  I 
not  hope,  that  if  I  extricate  myself  from  my  present 
associates-— if  I  can  gain  my  pardon  by  being  as  bold 
in  the  right,  as  I  have  been  too  often  in  the  wrong 
cause— iL  after  a  term,  I  care  not  how  long— but  still 
a  term  which  may  have  an  end,  I  can  boast  of  having 
redeemed  my  fame— may  I  not— may  I  not  hope  that 
Minna  may  forgive  what  my  Gcod  and  my  country 
shall  have  pardoned  1" 

'* Never,  Cleveland,  never!"  said  Minna,  with  the 
utmost  firmness;  "  on  this  spot  we  part,  andpart  for 
ever,  andpart  without  longer  indulgence.  Tnink  of 
me  as  of  one  dead,  if  you  continue  as  you  now  are ; 
but  if^  which  may  Heaven  grant,  you  change  your 
fetal  course,  think  of  me  then  as  one,  whose  morning 
and  evening  prayers  will  be  for  your  happiness, 
though  she  hast  lost  her  own.— Farewell,  Cleveland ! 

He  kneeled,  overpowered  by  his  own  bitter  feeling 
to  take  the  hand  which  she  held  out  to  him,  and  m 
that  instant,  his  eonfidant  Bunce,  starting  from  be- 
hind one  of  the  large  upright  pillars,  his  eyes  wet  with 
tears,  exclaimed— 

"  Never  saw  such  a  parting  scene  on  any  stage ! 
But  I'll  be  d— d  if  you  make  your  exit  as  you  expect !" 

And  so  saying,  ere  Cleveland  could  employ  either 
remonstrance  or  resistance,  and  indeed  before  he 
could  ^t  upon  his  feet,  he  easily  secured  him  by  pul- 
ling him  down  on  his  back,  so  that  two  or  three  of 
the  boat's  crew  seized  him  by  the  arms  and  l^s,  and 
began  to  hurry  him  towards  the  lake.  Minna  and 
Brenda  shrieked,  and  attempted  to  fly;  but  Derrick 
snatched  up  the  former  with  as  much  ease  as  a  falcon 
pounces  on  a  pil^eon,  while  Bunce,  with  an  oath  or 
two  which  were  intended  to  be  of  a  consolatory  na- 
ture, seused  on  Brenda ;  and  the  whole  party,  with 
two  or  three  of  the  other  pirates,  who,  stealing  from 
the  water-side,  had  accompanied  them  on  the  ambus- 
cade, began  hastily  to  run  towards  the  boat,  which 
was  left  in  charge  of  two  of  their  number.  Their 
coivse,  however,  was  unexpectedly  interrupted,  and 
their  criminal  purpose  entirely  frustrated. 
.  When  Mordaunt  Mertoun  had  turned  out  his  guard 
m  arms,  it  was  with  the  natural  purpose  of  watching 
over  the  safety  of  the  two  sisters.  They  had  accord- 
ingly closely  observed  the  motions  of  the  pirates,  and 
when  they  saw  so  many  of  them  leave  the  boat  and 
steal  towards  the  place  of  rendezvous  assigned  to 
Cleveland,  thev  naturally  suspected  treachery,  and  by 
«>ver  of  an  old  hollow  way  or  trench,  which  perhaps 
had  anciently  been  connected  with  the  monumentol 


circle,  they  had  thrown  themselves  unperceived  be- 
tween the  pirates  and  their  boat  At  the  cries  of  the 
sisters,  they  started  up  and  placed  themselves  in  the 
way  of  the  ruffians,  presenting  their  (Heces,  whicb, 
notwithstanding,  they  dared  not  fire,  for  fear  of  hurt- 
ing the  young  ladies,  secured  as  they  were  in  the  rude 
grasp  of  the  marauders.-  Mordaunt,  however,  ad- 
vanced with  the  speed  of  a  wild  deer  on  Bunce,  who, 
loath  to  quit  his  prey,  yet  unable  to  defend  himself 
otherwise,  turned  to  tnis  side  and  that  alternately,  ex- 
posing Brenda  to  the  blows  which  Mordaunt  onend 
at  him.  This  defence,  however,  proved  in  vaiu  against 
a  youth,  possessed  of  the  lightest  foot  and  most  active 
hand  ever  known  in  Zetland,  and  after  a  feint  or  two, 
Mordaunt  brought  the  pirate  to  the  ground  with  a 
stroke  from  the  but  of  the  carabine,  which  he  dared 
not  use  otherwise.  At  the  same  time  fire-arms  were 
discharged  on  cither  side  by  those  who  were  liabh*  to 
no  such  cause  of  forbearance,  and  the  piratos  who  nad 
hold  of  Cleveland,  dropped  him,  naturally  enough*  to 
provide  for  their  own  defence  or  retreat  But  tney 
only  added  to  the  numbers  o£  their  enemies ;  for 
Cleveland,  perceiving  Minna  in  the  anns  of  Derrick, 
snatched  her  from  the  ruffian  with  one  band,  and 
with  the  oth^  shot  him  dead  on  the  spot.  Two  or 
three  more  of  the  pirates  fell  or  were  taken,  the  rest 
fled  to  their  boat,  pushed  oflj  then  turned  their  broad- 
suie  to  the  shore,  and  fired  repeatedly  on  the  Orcadian 
party,  which  thejr  returned,  with  httie  injury  on  cither 
side.  Mean  while  Mordaunt,  having  niet  seen  that 
the  sistere  were  at  liberty  and  in  fuU  flight  towards 
the  house,  advanced  on  Cleveland  with  his  cutlass 
drawn.  The  pirate  presented  a  pistol,  and  calling  oat 
at  the  same  time,— **  Mordaunt  I  never  misseamy 
aim,"  he  fired  into  the  air,  and  threw  it  into  the  lake ; 
then  drew  his  cutlass,  brandished  it  round  his  Ytv^ 
and  flung  that  also  as  far  as  his  arm  could  send  it.  tn 
the  same  direction,  Yet  such  was  the  universal  oe- 
lief  of  his  personal  strength  and  resources,  that  Mor- 
daunt still  used  precaution,  as,  advancing  on  Cleve- 
land, he  asked  if  he  surrendered. 

*'  I  surrender  to  no  man,"  said  the  Pirate-captain : 
"  but  you  may  see  I  have  thrown  away  my  weapons.'* 

He  was  immediately  seized  by  some  of  the  Orca- 
dians without  his  offering  any  resistance;  but  the 
instant  interference  of  Mordaunt  prevented  his  being 
roughly  treated,  or  bound.  The  victore  conducted 
him  to  a  well-secured  upper  apartment  in  the  Hoose 
of  Stennis,  and  placed  a  sentinel  at  the  door.  Bunce 
and  Fletcher,  both  of  whom  had  been  stretched  on 
the  field  during  the  skirmish,  were  lodged  in  the  same 
chamber;  and  two  prisoners,  who  appeared  of  lower 
rank,  were  confined  in  a  vault  belongmg  to  the  man- 
sion. 

Without  pretending  to  describe  the  joy  of  Magnus 
TroiL  who.  when  awakened  by  the  noise  and  finng. 
found  his  daughters  safe,  and  nis  enemy  a  prisoner, 
We  shall  only  say,  it  was  so  great,  that  he  forgot,  for 
the  time  at  least,  to  inquire  what  circumstances  were 
those  which  had  placed  them  in  danger;  that  be 
hugged  Mordaunt  to  his  breast  a  thousand  times,  as 
their  preserver ;  and  swore  as  often  by  the  bones  of 
his  sainted  namesake,  that  if  he  had  a  thousand 
daughters,  so  tight  a  lad,  and  so  true  a  friend,  should 
have  the  choice  of  them,  let  Lady  Glowrowrum  say 
what  she  would.  * 

A  very  different  scene  was  pawing  in  the  prison- 
chamber  of  the  unfortunate  Cleveland  and  his  asao- 
ciates.  The  Captain  sat  by  the  window,  his  eyes  bent 
on  the  prospect  of  the  sea  which  it  presented,  and  was 
seemingly  so  intent  on  it,  as  to  be  insensible  of  the 
presence  of  the  others.  Jack  Bunce  stood  meditating 
some  ends  of  verse,  in  order  to  make  his  advances 
towards  a  reconciliatk)n  with  Cleveland ;  for  he  be- 
gan to  be  sensible,  from  the  consequences,  that  the 
part  he  had  played  towards  his  Captain^  however 
well  intended,  was  neither  lucky  in  its  issue,  nor 
likely  to  be  well  taken.  His  admirer  and  adherent 
Fletcher  lay  half  asleep,  as  it  seemed,  on  a  truckle- 
bed  in  the  room,  whhout  the  least  attempt  to  inter- 
fere in  the  conversatMn  which  ensued. 

"  Nay,  but  speak  to  mcL  Clement,"  said  the  peni- 
tent Lieutenant,  "if  it  be  but  to  swear  at  roe  for  my 
stupidity ! 
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*  'What!  natuioftth>-N«7.  Umo  the  world  sow  bard, 
IT  Cliilbrd  oaaoot  •pare  hif  menda  an  oath.*  "^ 

**I  prithee  peace,  and  besone!"  said  Clereland; 
* '  I  liave  one  bosoin  friend  left  yet,  and  you  will  make 


me  bestow 


its  contents  on  you,  or  on  myself." 

*^*I  have  itr  said  Bunce,  'U  have  it!"  and  on  he 

ifrent  in  the  vein  of  Jaffier— 

*"TlMO.  b7  the  hell  I  merit  I'll  not  leave  thee. 
Till  to  thjraelf  at  least  thoo^  reconciled. 
HoweTer  tbjr  leeentment  deal  with  me  i'^' 

^  I  pray  you  once  more  to  be  silent,"  said  Cleve> 
land — "Is  It  not  enough  that  you  have  undone  me 
-v^tii  your  treachery,  but  you  must  stun  me  with  your 
flilly  Dufl^nery?— I  would  not  have  believed  you 
MTould  have  lifted  a  finger  against  me,  Jack,  of  any 
man  or  devil  in  yonder  unhappy  ship." 

'*  Who,  I  r  exclaimed  Bunce,  "  I  lift  a  finger 
against  you !— and  if  I  did.  it  was  m  pure  love,  anato 
make  you  the  happiest  fellow  that  ever  trode  a  deck, 
with  your  mistress  besides  you,  and  fifty  fine  fellows 
at  your  command.  Here  is  Dick  Fletcher  can  bear 
inritness  I  did  all  for  the  best  if  he  would  but  speak. 
instead  of  k>lloping  there  like  a  Dutch  dogger  laid 
op  to  be  careened.— Get  up,  Dick,  and  spcaklor  me, , 
won't  you T* 

*^  Why,  yes.  Jack  Bunce,"  answered  Fletcher,  rais- 
ins himself  with  difficulty,  and  speaking  feeb*y.  "I 
uml  if  I  can— and  I  always  knew  you  spoke  and  did 
for  the  best— hut  howsomdever^  d'ye  see.  it  has  turned 
out  for  the  worst  for  me  this  tmie,  for  I  am  bleeding 
to  death,  I  think." 

**  You  cannot  be  such  an  ass !"  said  Jack  Bunce, 
■pringing^  to  his  assistance,  as  did  Cleveland.  But 
human  aid  came  too  late— he  sunk  back  on  the  bed, 
and,  turning  on  his  facc^  expired  without  a  groan. 

**  I  always  thought  him  a  d— d  fool,"  said  Bunce, 
MB  he  wiped  a  tear  from  his  eye,  "  but  never  such  a 
consummate  idiot  as  to  hop  the  perch  so  allily.  I 
have  lost  the  best  follower"— and  he  again  wiped  his 
eye. 

Cleveland  looked  on  the  dead  body,  the  rugged 
features  of  which  had  remained  unaltered  by  the 
death-pang—**  A  bull-dog,"  he  said,  '*  of  the  true  Bri- 
tish breed,  and,  with  a  better  counsellor,  would  have 
been  a  better  man." 

**  You  may  say  that  of  s6me  other  folks,  toa  Cap- 
tain, if  you  are  minded  to  do  them  justice,"  toad 
Bunce. 

**  I  may  indeed,  and  especially  of  yours^"  said 
Cleveland|  in  reply. 

**  Why  then,  say,  Jack^  J  for/rive  you,"  said  Bunce; 
''it's  but  a  short  word,  ana  soon  spoken." 

"  I  forgive  you  fiiom  all  my  soul^  Jack,"  said  Cleve- 
land, woo  had  resumed  his  situation  at  the  window ; 
'*  and  the  rather  that,  your  follv  is  of  litde  conse- 
qooice— the  morning  is  come  that  must  bring  ruin 
on  us  all" 

*'  What !  you  are  thinking  of  the  old  woman's  pro- 
phecy you  spoke  of  1"  said  Bunce. 

*'  It  vrill  soon  be  accomplished,"  answered  Cleve- 
land. *'  Come  hither ;  what  do  you  take  yon  large 
equare-rigged  vessel  for,  that  you  see  doubling  the 
headlana  on  the  east,  and  opening  the  bay  of  Strom- 
nessT' 

"Why,  I  can't  virell  make  her  out,"  said  Bunce, 
"  but  yonder  is  old  GrofFe,  takes  her  for  a  West  India- 
man  loaded  with  rum  and  sugar,  I  suppose,  for  d— n 
me  if  he  does  not  slip  cable,  and  stand  out  to  her !" 

**  Instead  of  runmng  into  the  shoal-water,  which 
was  his  only  safety."^  said  Cleveland— "The  fool! 
the  dotard !  the  drivelling,  drunken  idiot  I— he  will  get 
his  flip  hot  enough ;  for  yon  is  the  Halcyon— See,  she 
hoists  her  colours  and  fires  a  broadside!  and  there 
will  soon  be  an  end  of  the  Fortune's  Favourite!  I 
only  hope  they  will  fight  her  to  the  last  plank.  The 
Boatswain  used  to  be  stanch  enough,  and  so  is  Gofi*e, 
though  an  incarnate  demon.— Now  she  shoots  away, 
with  all  the  sail  she  can  spread,  and  that  shows  some 


sense. 


**  Up  goes  the  Jolly  Hodge,  the  old  black  flag,  with 
the  death's  head  and  hour-glass,  and  that  shows 
some  spunk,"  added  his  comrade. 

**The  hoor-glaaB  is  turned  for  us,  Jack,  for  this 
boot— our  sand  is  running  fast— Fire  away  yet,  my 
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roving  lad !    The  deep  sea  or  the  blue  sky,  rather 
than  a  rope  and  a  yard-arm !" 

There  was  a  moment  of  anxious  and  dead  silence; 
the  sloopj  though  hard  pressed,  maintaining  still  a 
running  nght,  and  the  fiigate  continuing  in  full  chase, 
but  scarce  returning  a  shot  At  length  the  vessels 
neared  each  other,  so  as  to  show  that  the  man-of- 
war  intended  to  board  the  sloop,  instead  of  sinking 
her,  probably  to  secure  the  plundiar  which  might  be  in 
the  pirate  vessel. 

•*  Now,  Gioffe— now.  Boatswain !"  exclaimed  Cleve- 
land, in  an  ecstasy  of  impatience,  and  as  if  they 
could  have  hoard  his  commands,  stand  by  sheets 
and  tack— rake  her  with  a  broadside,  when  you  are 
under  her  bows,  then  about  ship,  and  go  ofl^on  the 
othar  tack  like  a  wild-goose.  The  sails  shiver— the 
helm's  a-lee— Ah  I— deep-sea  sink  the  lubbers !— they 
miss  stays,  and  the  frigate  runs  them  aboard !' ' 

Accordingly,  the  vanous  manceuvres  of  the  chase 
had  brought  them  so  near,  that  Cleveland,  with  his 
spy-glass,  could  see  the  men-of-war* s-men  boarding 
by  the  yards  and  bowsprit,  in  irresistible  numbers, 
their  naked  cutlasses  flashing  in  the  sun  when,  at 
that  critical  moment,  both  ships  were  enveloped  in  a 
cloud  of  thick  black  smoke,  which  suddenly  arose  on 
board  the  captured  pirate. 

*'  Exeunt  omnes !'  said  Bunce,  with  clasped  hands. 

"There  went  the  Fortune's  Favourite,  ship  and 
crew !"  said  Cleveland,  at  the  same  instant 

But  the  smoke  immediately  clearing  away,  showed 
that  the  damage  had  only  been  partial,  and  that, 
from  want  of  a  suflicient  quantity  of  powder,  the 
pirates  had  failed  in  their  desperate  attempt  to  blow 
up  their  vessel  with  the  Halcyon. 

Shortly  after  the  action  was  over,  Captain  Wea- 
therport  of  the  Halcyon  sent  an  officer  and  a  party  of 
mannes  to  the  house  of  S tennis,  to  demand  from  the 
little  garrison  the  pirate  seamen  who  were  their  pri- 
soners, and,  in  particular,  Cleveland  and  Bunce,  who 
acted  as  Captain  and  Lieutenant  of  the  gang. 

This  was  a  demand  which  was  not  to  be  resisted, 
though  Magnus  Troil  could  have  wished  sincerely 
that  the  roof  under  which  he  lived  had  been  allowed 
as  an  asylum  at  least  to  Cleveland.  But  the  officer's 
orders  were  peremptory;  ana  he  added,  it  was  Cap- 
tain Weatherport's  intention  to  land  the  other  pri- 
soners, and  send  the  whole,  vnth  a  sufficient  escort, 
across  the  island  to  Kirkwall,  in  order  to  undergo  an 
examination  there  before  the  civil  authorities,  pre- 
vious to  their  beinff  sent  off  to  London  for  trial  at  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty.  Magnus  could  therefore 
omy  intercede  for  good  usage  to  Cleveland,  and  that 
he  might  not  be  stripped  or  plundered,  which  the 
officer,  struck  by  his  good  mien,  and  compassionating 
his  situation,  readily  promised.  The  honest  Udaller 
would  have  said  something  in  the  way  of  comfort  to 
Cleveland  himself,  but  he  could  not  find  words  to 
express  it,  and  only  shook  his  head. 

Oldfhend,"  said  Cleveland,  "you  may  have  much 
to  complain  of— yet  you  pity  instead  of  exulting  over 
me— for  the  SMke  of  you  and  yours.  I  will  never  harm 
human  being  more.  Take  this  from  me— my  last 
hope,  but  my  last  temptation  also"— he  drew  from 
his  bosom  a  pocket-pistol,  and  gave  it  to  Magnus 
Troil.  **  Remember  me  to— But  no— let  every  one 
fomt  me.— I  am  your  prisoner,  sir/'  said  he  to  the 
oflicer. 

**  And  I  also,"  said  poor  Bunce ;  and  putting  on  a 
theatrical  countenance,  he  ranted,  with  no  very  per- 
ceptible faltering  in  his  tone,  the  words  of  Pierre : 

" '  Captaio,  yon  •hoold  be  a  feotleman  of  honour ; 
Keep  oflT  the  nbble,  that  I  mar  have  room 
To  entertain  mj  flite,  and  die  with  decener-** 


CHAPTER  XLL 
Jor.  ioF  in  London  now  i-8oirnBT. 
Thb  news  of  the  capture  of  the  Rover  reached 
Kiikwall,  about  an  hour  before  noon,  and,  filled  all 
men  with  wonder  and  with  joy.  Little  business  was 
that  day  done  at  the  Fair,  whilst  people  of  all  ages 
and  occupations  streamed  from  the  place  to,  see  the 
prisoners  as  they  were  marched  towards  Kirkwall, 
and  to  triumph  in  the  difi*erent  appearance  which  ths^ 
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now  bore,  from  that  which  they  had  formerly  exhi- 
bited when  ranting,  swaggering,  and  bullving  in  the 
streets  of  that  town.  The  bayonets  of  the  marines 
were  soon  seen  to  glisten  in  the  son,  and  then  came 
on  the  melancholy  troop,  of  captives  handcuff^  two 
and  two  together.  Their  finery  had  been  partly  torn 
from  them  by  their  captors,  partly  hung  in  rags  abont 
them  :  many  were  wounded  and  cov^ed  with  blood, 
many  blackened  and  scorched  with  the  explosion,  by 
which  a  few  of  the  mbst  desperate  had  in  vain  striven 
to  blow  up  the  vessel.  Most  of  them  seemed  sullen 
and  impenitent,  some  were  more  becomingly  affected 
with  their  condition,  and  a  few  braved  it  out,  and 
sung  the  same  ribald  songs  to  which  they  had  made 
the  streets  of  Kirkwall  ring  when  they  were  in  their 
frolics. 

The  Boatswain  and  Go^  coupled  together,  ex- 
hausted themselves  in  threats  and  imprecations 
against  each  other ;  the  former  charging  Gofie  with 
want  of  seamanship;  and  the  latter  aUegiiijg  that  the 
Boatswain  had  prevented  him  from  firing  the  powder 
that  was  stowed  forward,  and  so  sending  them  all  to 
the  other  world  together.  Last  came  Cleveland  and 
Bunce,  who  were  permitted  to  walk  unshackled;  the, 
decent  melancholy,  yet  resolved  manner  of  the  for- 
mer, contrasting  strongdy  with  the  stage  strut  and 
sw^sger  which  poor  Jack  thought  it  fitting  to  assume, 
in  order  to  conceal  some  less  dignified  emotions.  The 
former  was  looked  upon  vHth  compassion,  the  latter 
with  a  mixture  of  scorn  and  pity ;  while  most  of  the 
others  inspired  horror,  and  even  fear,  by  their  looks 
and  their  language. 

There  was  one  individual  in  Kirkwall,  who  was  so 
far  fix)m  hastening  to  see  the  sight  which  attracted 
all  eyes,  that  he  was  not  even  aware  of  the  event 
which  agitated  the  town.  This  was  the  elder  Mer- 
toun,  whose  resklence  in  Kirkwall  had  been  for  two 
or  three  days,  part  of  which  had  been  spent  in  attend- 
ing to  some  judicial  proceedings,  undertaken  at  the 
instance  of  the  Procurator  Fiscal,  against  that  grave 
professor,  Bryce  Snailsfoot  In  consequence  of  an 
mquisition  into  the  proceedings  of  this  worthy  trader, 
Cleveland's  chest,  Mrith  his  papers  and  other  matters 
therein  contained,  had  been  restored  to  Mertoun,  as 
the  lawful  custodier  thereof,  until  the  right  owner 
should  be  in  a  situation  to  establish  his  right  to  them. 
Mertoun  was  at  first  desirous  to  throw  back  upon 
Justice  the  charge  which  she  was  disposed  to  intnist 
him  with ;  but,  on  perusing  one  or  two  of  the  papers, 
he  hastily  changed  his  mmd— in  broken  words,  re- 

Siuested  the  Maastrate  to  let  the  chest  be  sent  to  his 
odgings,  and,  hastening  homeward,  bolted  himself 
into  the  room,  to  consider  and  digest  the  singular 
information  which  chance  had  thus  conveyed  to  nim, 
and  which  increased,  in  a  tenfold  degree^  his  impa- 
rience  for  an  interview  with  the  mysterious  Noma  of 
the  Fitful-head. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  she  had  required  of 
him,  when  they  met  in  the  Churchyard  of  Saint 
Ninian,  to  attend  in  the  outer  aisle  of  the  Cathedral 
of  Saint  Magnus,  at  the  hour  of  noon,  on  the  fifth 
day  of  the  Fair  of  Saint  OUa,  there  to  meet  a  person 
by  whom  the  fate  of  Mordaunt  M'ould  be  explained  to 
him.— "It  must  be  herself,"  he  said;  "and  that  I 
should  see  her  at  this  moment  is  indispensable 
How  to  find  her  sooner,  I  know  not;  and  better  lose 
a  few  hours  even  in  this  exigence,  than  ofiend  her 
by  a  premature  attempt  to  force  mysdf  on  her 
presence." 

Long,  therefore,  before  noon— long  before  the  town 
of  Kirkwall  was  agitated  by  the  news  of  the  events 
on  the  other  side  of  the  island,  the  elder  Mertoun 
was  pacing  the  deserted  aisle  of  the  Cathedral,  await- 
ing, with  agonizing  eagerness  the  expected  commu- 
nication from  Noma.  The  bell  tolled  twelve— no  door 
opened— no  one  was  seen  to  enter  the  Cathedral ;  but 
the  last  sound  had  not  ceased  to  reverberate  through 
the  vaulted  roo£  when,  gliding  trom  one  of- the  inte- 
nor  6ide-aisle&  Noma  stood  before  him.  MertouH, 
iadiSSaent  to  the  apparent  mystery  of  her  sudden  ap- 
proach, (with  the  secret  of  which  the  reader  is  ac- 
quainted,) virent  up  to  her  at  once^  with  the  earnest 
ejaculation— "UUa—inift  Troil— aid  me  to  save  our 
unhappy  boy  r 


"To  Ulla  Troil,"  said  Noma,  "I  answer  Bot— I 
gave  that  name  to  the  vrindfl»  on  the  nig^t  that  cost 
me  a  father !" 

"  Speak  not  of  that  night  of  horror,"  said  Mertoiin ; 
"we  nave  need  of  our  reason— let  us  not  think  on 
recollections  which  may  destroy  it :  but  aid  me,  if 
thou  canst,  to  save  our  unfortunate  child !" 

"Vaughan,"  answered  Noma,  "he  is  already  saved 
—long  smce  saved ;  think  you  a  mothers  hand— and 
that  of  such  a  mother  as  I  am— would  await  your 
crawling,  tardy,  inefiectual  assistance  1  No,Vaughan 
—I  make  myself  known  to  you,  but  to  show  my  tri- 
nmph  over  yon— it  is  the  only  revenge  which  the 
powerfiil  Noma  pomits  herself  to  take  lor  the  wrongs 
of  Ulla  TroU." 

"Have  you  indeed  saved  him— saved  him  from 
the  murderous  crew  7"  said  Mordaunt,  or  Vaqgfaan— 
"  speak !— and  speak  tmth  !— I  will  believe  evety 
thing— all  you  would  require  me  to  assent  to! — prove 
to  me  only  he  is  escaped  and  safe !" 

"  EscapiBd  and  safs,  by  my  means,"  said  Noma — 
"safo,  and  in  assurance  of  an  honoored  and  happv 
alliance.  Yes.  great  unbeliever !— yes,  wise  and  self- 
opinioned  infidel!— these  .were  the  works  of  Noma! 
I  knew  vou  many  a  year  since ;  but  never  had  I  made 
myself  known  to  you,  save  with  the  triumphant 
consciousness  of  having  controlled  the  destiny  thai 
threatened  my  son.  All  combined  against  nim-> 
planets  which  threatened  drowning— combinatioin 
which  menaced  blood— but  my  skiU  was  superior  to 
all.— I  arranged— I  combined— I  found  means— I  made 
them— each  disaster  has  been  averted ; — and  what 
infidel  on  earth,  or  stubborn  demon  beyond  the  bounds 
of  earth,  shall  hereafter  d^y  my  dow^  ?" 

The  wild  ecstasy  with  which  she  spoke^  bo  much 
resembled  triumphant  insanity,  that  Mertoun  answer- 
ed—" Were  your  pretensions  less  lofty,  and  joar 
speech  more  plain,  I  should  be  better  aaaured  of  my 
son's  safety." 

"Doubt  on,  vain  sceptic !"  said  Noma— "And  yet 
know,  that  not  only  is  our  son  safo,  but  vengeance  is 
mine,  though  I  sought  it  not— veneeanoe  on  the  pow- 
erful implement  or  the  darker  Innuences  by  whom 
my  schemes  were  so  often  thwarted^  and  even  the  life 
of  my  son  endangered.— Yes,  take  it  as  a  guarantee 
of  the  troth  of  my  speech,  that  Clevelandr— the  pirate 
Cleveland— even  now  enters  Kirkwall  as  a  prisoner, 
and  will  soon  expiate  with  his  life  the  having  ahra 
blood  which  is  of  kin  toNorna*&" 

"Who  didst  thou  say  was  prisoner f*  exclaimed 
Mertoun.  vrith  a  voice  of  thundei^"  Wfco,  woman, 
didst  thou  say  should  expiate  his  crimes  with  his  life  T 

"  Cleveland— the  pirate  Clev^nd !"  answered  Nor- 
na;  "and  by  me,  whose,  counsel  he  scorned,  he  has 
be^opermitted  to  meet  his  fat^" 

"  Thou  most  wretched  of  women !"  said  Mertoun, 
speaking  firom  between  his  clenched  teeth, — "thou 
hast  slam  thy  son,  as  vrell  as  thy  father  I" 

"My  son.'— what  son?— what  mean  you  1— Mor- 
daunt IS  your  son— your  only  son !"  exclaimed  Noma 
— "  is  he  not  9— tell  me  quickly— is  he  not !" 

"  Mordaunt  is  indeed  my  son,"  said  M^toun— "  the 
laws,  at  least,  gave  him  to  me  as  such— But,  O  un- 
happy Ulla!  Cleveland  is  your  son  as  well  as  naine— 
blood  of  our  blood,  bone  ofour  bone ;  and  if  you  have 
given  him  to  death,  I  ¥rill  end  my  wretched  fife  along 
with  him !" 

" Stay— hold— stop,  Vaughan!"  said  Ncmia;  "I 
am  not  yet  overcome— prove  but  to  roe  the  truth  of 
what  you  say,  I  would  find  hela  if  I  should  evoke 
hell!— But  prove  your  words,  else  bdieve  them  I 
cannot." 

"  TTiou  help !  wretched,  overweening  woman  I— m 
what  have  thy  combinations  and  thy  stratagema— the 
legerdemain  of  lunacy-^the  mere  quacken^of  insani^ 
— m  what  have  these  involved  thee  7— and  yet  I  wfll 
speak  to  thee  as  reasonable— nay,  I  will  admit  thse 
as  powerful— Hear,  then,  UUa,  the  proofs  which  you 
demand,  and  find  a  remedy,  if  thou  canst  :— 

"  When  I  fled  fiiom  Orkney,"  he  continued,  after  a 
pause—"  it  is  now  fivc-and-twcnty  years  since— I  bow 
with  me  the  unhappy  oflipriiig  to  whom  yon  had  given 
light.  It  was  sent  to  me  bjr  one  of  your  kinswooien, 
with  an  aocoont  of  your  iUiwflBi  whidi  was  aoon 
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followed  by  a  gsnerally  reoeirtd  belief  of  your  death. 
It  avails  not  to  tell  in  what  misery  I  left  Europe. 
I  found  refuge  in  Hispaniola,  wherein  a  feir  young 
Spaniard  undertook  the  task  of  comforter.  I  married 
her—she  became  mother  of  the  youth  called  Mor- 
daunt  Mertoun." 

**  YOU  married  her !"  said  Noma,  in  a  tone  of  deep 
rcQfoach. 

^'  I  did,  Ulla,'*  answered  Mertoun ;  "l^ot  you  were 
avenged.  She  proved  faithless,  and  her  mfidelity  left 
me  in  doubts  whether  the  chila  she  bore  had  a  right 
to  call  me  fuher— But  I  also  was  avenged." 

**  You  murdered  her !"  said  Noma,  with  a  dreadful 
shriek. 

"  I  did  that !"  said  Mertoun,  without  a  more  direct 
reply,  "  which  made  an  instant  flight  from  Hia>aniola 
necessary.  Your  son  I  carried  with  me  to  Tortuga, 
where  we  had  a  small  settlement  Mordaunt  Vanghn n, 
my  son  by  marriage,  about  three  or  four  years  younger, 
was  residing  in  Port-Ro3ral,  for  the  advanta^  of  an 
En^sh  education.  I  resolved  never  to  see  hun  again, 
but  I  continued  to  support  him.  Our  settlement  was 
plundered  by  the  Spaniards,  when  Clement  was  but 
fifteen — ^Want  came  to  aid  despair  and  a  troubled  con- 
science. I  became  a  corsair,  and  involved  Clement 
in  the  same  desperate  trade.  His  skill  and  bravery, 
though  then  a  mere  boy,  gained  him  a  separate  com- 
mand ;  and  after  a  lapse  of  two  or  three  years,  while 
we  were  on  difierent  cruises,  my  crew  rose  on  me,  and 
left  me  for  dead  on  the  beach  of  one  of  the  Bermudas. 
I  recovered,  however,  and  my  first  inquiries,  after  a 
tedious  illness,  were  after  Clement.  He,  I  heard,  had 
been  also  marooned  by  a  rebellious  crew,  and  put 
ashore  on  a  desert  islet,  to  perish  with  want— I  be- 
lieved he  had  so  perished." 

"  And  what  assures  vou  that  he  did  not  T  said 
UUa ;  "  or  how  comes  this  Cleveland  to  be  identified 
with  Vaughan  7" 

"To  change  a  name  is  common  with  such  adven- 
turers," answered  Mertoun,  *^  and  Clement  had  appa- 
rently found  that  of  Vaughan  had  become  too  notori- 
ous-Tsnd  this  change,  in  his  case,  prevented  me  from 
heanng  any  tidings  or  him.  It  was  then  that  remorse 
seized  me,  and  that,  detesting  all  nature,  but  especially 
the  sex  to  which  Louisa  belonged,  I  resolved  to  do 
penance  in  the  wild  islands  of  Zetland  for  the  rest  of 
my  Kfe.  To  subject  myself  to  fasts  and  to  the  scourge, 
was  the  advice  of  the  holy  Catholic  priests,  whom  I 
consulted.  But  I  devised  a  nobler  penance— I  deter- 
mined to  bring  with  me  the  unhappy,  boy  Mordaunt, 
and  to  keep  always  before  me  the  living  memorial  of 
my  misery  and  my  gpilt.  I  have  done  so,  and  I  have 
thought  over  both,  till  reason  has  often  trembled  mi 
her  throne.  And  now,  to  drive  me  to  utter  madness, 
ray  Clement— my  own,  my  undoubted  son,  revives 
from  the  dead  to  be  consigned  to  an  infamous  death, 
by  the  machinations  of  his  own  mother!" 

"Away,  away!"  said  Noma,  with  a  laugh,  when 
she  had  heard  the  story  to  an  end,  "  this  is  a  legend 
firamed  by  the  old  corsair,  to  interest  my  aid  in  favour 
of  a  guilty  comrade.  How  could  I  mistake  Mordaunt 
for  rav  son,  their  ages  being  so  different  7" 

"  The  dark  complexion  and  manly  stature  may  have 
done  much,"  said  Basil  Mertoun ;  strong  imagina- 
tion must  have  done  the  rest." 

"But,  give  me  proofs— «ive  me  proofs  that  this 
Cleveland  is  my  son,  and,  believe  me,  this  sun  shall 
sooner  sink  in  the  east,  than  they  shall  have  power 
to  harm  a  hair  of  his  head." 

"These  papers,  these  journals,"  said  Mertoun, 
ofiering  the  pocket-book. 

"I  cannot  read  them,"  she  said,  after  an  ^brt, 
"  my  brain  is  dizzy." 

"  Clement  had  also  tokens  which  vou  may  remem- 
ber, but  they  must  have  become  the  booty  of  his  cap- 
tors. He  had  a  silver  box  with  a  Runic  inscription, 
with  which  in  far  other  days  irou  presented  me— a 
golden  chaplet" 

"A  boxr'  said  Noma,  hastily;  "Cleveland  ^ve 
me  one  but  a  day  since— I  have  never  looked  at  it  till 
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Eageriy  she  pulled  it  out— eagerly  examined  the 
lesena  around  the  lid,  and  as  eagerlv  exclaimed— 
"They  may  now  indeed  call  me  Reim-kennar,  fbr  by 


this  rhyine  I  Imow  myself  murderess  of  my  son,  as 
well  as  of  my  father  V^ 

The  conviction  of  the  strong  delusion  under  which 
she  had  laboured,  was  so  overwhelming,  that  she 
sunk  down  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  pillars— Mertoun 
shouted  for  help,  though  in  despair  of  Reiving  any : 
the  sexton,  however,  entered,  and,  hopeless  of  all 
assistance  firom  Noma,  the  distracted  father  rushed 
out,  to  learn,  if  possible,  the  fate  of  his  son. 


CHAPTER  XLII. 

Go,  lome  of  jrou,  crj  a  reprieve  i—Beggar's  Opera. 

Captain  WEATHSBPoaT  had,  before  this  time, 
reached  Kirkwall  in  person,  and  was  received  with 
great  joy  and  thankfulness  hy  the  Migistiates,  who 
had  assembled  in  council  for  the  purpose.  The  Pro- 
vost, in  particular,  express^  himself  delighted  with 
the  providential  arrival  of  the  Halcyon,  at  the  very 
conjuncture  when  the  Pirate  could  not  escape  her. 
The  Captain  looked  a  little  surprised,  and  said—"  For 
that,  sir.  you  may  thank  the  information  you  your- 
self supplied." 

"That  I  supplied  1"  said  the  Provost,  somewhat 
astonished. 

"Yes,  sir,"  answered  Captain  Weatherport,  "I  un- 
derstand you  to  be  Greorge  Torfe,  Chief  Magistrate  of 
Kirkwall,  who  subscribes  this  letter." 

The  astonished  Provost  took  the  letter  addressed 
to  Captain  Weatherport  of  the  Halcyon,  stating  the 
arrival,  force,  &c.,  of  the  pirates'  vessel ;  but  adding, 
that  they  had  heard  of  the  Halcyon  being  on  the  coast, 
and  that  they  were  on  their  guard  and  ready  to  baffie 
her,  by  going  among  the  shoals,  and  through  the 
islands,  and  holms,  where  the  frigate  could  not  easily 
follow ;  and  at  the  worst,  they  were  desperate  enough 
to  propose  running  the  sloop  ashore  ana  blowing  her 
up,  by  which  much  booty  and  treasure  would  be  lost 
to  the  captors.  The  letter,  therefore,  suggested,  that 
the  Halcyon  should  cruise  betwixt  Duncansbay  Head 
and  Cape  Wrath,  for  two  or  three  days,  to  relieve  the 
pirates  of  the  alarm  her  neighbourhood  occasioned, 
and  lull  them  into  security,  the  more  especially  as  the 
letter-writer  knew  it  to  be  their  intention,  i£  the  frigate 
left  the  coast,  to  go  into  Stromness  Bay,  and  there  put 
their  guns  ashore  for  some  necessary  repairs  or  even 
for  careening  their  vessel,  if  they  could  find  means. 
The  letter  concluded  by  assuring  Captain  Weather- 
port, that,  if  he  could  bring  his  frigate  into  Stromness 
Bay  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  August,  he  would 
have  a  good  bargain  of  the  pirates— if  sooner,  he  was 
not  unlScely  to  miss  them. 

"  This  letter  is  not  of  my  writing  or  subscribing. 
Captain  Weatherport,"  said  the  Provost ;  "  nor  would 
I  have  ventured  to  advise  any  delay  in  your  coming 
hither." 

The  Captain  was  surprised  in  his  tum.  "AU  I 
know  is,  that  it  reached  me  when  I  was  in  the  bay  of 
Thurso,  and  that  I  gave  the  boat's  crew  that  brought 
it  five  dollars  for  crossing  the  Pentland  Frith  in  very 
rough  weather.  They  had  a  dumb  dwarf  as  cock- 
swain, the  ugliest  urchin  my  eyes  ever  opened  upon. 
I  give  you  much  credit  for  the  accuracy  of  your  intel- 
ligence, Mr.  Provost." 

It  is  lucky  as  it  is,"  said  the  Provost ;  "  yet  I  ques- 
tion whether  the  writer  of  this  letter  would  not  rather 
that  you  had  found  the  nest  cold  and  the  bird 
flown." 

So  saying,  he  handed  the  letter  to  Magnus  Troil, 
who  returned  it  with  a  smil&  but  without  any  obser- 
vation, aware,  doubtless,  with  the  sagacious  reader, 
that  Noma  had  her  own  reasons  for  calculating  with 
accuracy  on  the  date  of  the  Halcyon's  arrivaL 

Without  puzzling  himself  farther  concerning  a  cir- 
cumstance which  seemed  inexplicable,  the  Captain 
requested  that  the  examinations  might  proceed ;  and 
Cleveland  and  Altamont,  as  he  chose  to  be  called, 
were  brought  up  the  firet  of  the  phate  crew,  on  the 
charge  of  having  acted  as  Captam  and  Lieutenant. 
They  had  just  commenced  the  examination,  when, 
after  some  expostulation  with  the  officers  who  kept 
the  door,  BasilMertoun  burst  into  the  apartment  and 
exclaimed,  "Take  the  old  victim  fbr  the  young  one ! 
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^I  am  BasQ  Vaugban,  too  wdl  known  on  the  wind- 
ward station— take  my  life^  and  spare  my  son's  !**^ 

Ail  were  astonished,  and  none  more  than  Magnus 
Troil,  who  hastily  explained  to  the  Magistrates  and 
Captain  Weatherport,  that  this  gentleman  had  been 
livmg  peaceably  and  honestly  on  the  Mainland  of 
Zetland  for  many  years. 

"In  that  case,"^  said  the  Captam,  "I  wash  my 
hands  of  the  poor  man,  for  he  is  safe,  under  two  pro- 
clamations of  mercy ;  ^nd,  by  my  soul,  when  I  see 
them,  the  father  and  his  onspnng,  hanging  on  each 
others  neck^  I  wish  I  could  say  as  much  for  the  son." 

"  But  how  is  if— how  can  it  be?"  said  the  Provost ; 
"we  always  called  the  old  man  Mertoun,  and  the 
young,  Cleveland,  and  now  it  seems  they  are  both 
named  Vaughan." 

"  Vaughan,"  answered  Magnus,  "is  a  name  which 
I  have  some  reason  to  remember;  and,  from  what  I 
have  lately  heard  from  my  cousm  Noma,  that  old 
man  has  a  right  to  bear  it." 

"And,  I  trust,  the  young  man  also,"  sakl  the  Cap- 
tain, who  had  been  looking  over  a  memorandum. 
"  Listen  to  me  a  moment,"  aidded  he,  addressing  the 

B>unger  Vaughan,  whom  we  have  hitherto  called 
leveland.  "Hark  you,  sir,  your  name  is  said  to  be 
Clement  Vaughan— are  you  the  same,  who,  then  a 
mere  boy,  commanded  a  party  of  rovers,  who,  about 
eight  or  nine  years  ago,  pillaged  a  Spanish  village 
called  Ctuempoa,  on  the  Spanish  Main,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  seizing  some  treasure  V* 

"It  will  avail  me  nothing  to  deny  it,"  answered  the 
prisoner. 

"No,"  said  Captian  Weatherport,  "but  it  may  do 
you  service  to  admit  it.— Well,  the  muleteers  escaped 
with  the  treasure,  while  you  were  engaged  in  protect- 
ing; at  the  hazard  of  your  own  life,  the  honour  of 
t^vo  Spanish  ladies  against  the  brutality  of  your  fol- 
lowers.   Do  you  remember  any  thing  ox  this  7" 

"  I  am  sure  /  do,"  said  Jack  Bunce ;  "  for  our  Cap- 
tain here  was  marooned  for  his  gallantry,  and  I  nar- 
rowly escaped  flogging  and  pickling  for  having  taken 
his  part" 

"When  these  points  are  established,"  said  Captain 
Weatherport,  "Vaughan's  life  is  safe— the  women  he 
saved  were  persons  of  quality,  daughters  to  the  gover- 
nor of  the  province,  and  application  was  long  since 
made,  by  the  grateiul  Spaniard^  to  our  government, 
for  favour  to  be  shown  to  their  preserver.  I  had 
special  orders  about  Clement  Vaughan^  when  I  had 
a  commission  for  cruizing  upon  the  pirates  in  the 
West  Indies,  six  or  seven  years  since.  But  Vaughan 
was  gone  then  as  a  name  amongst  them ;  and  I  heard 
enough  of  Cleveland  in  his  room.  However,  Captain, 
be  you  Cleveland  or  Vaughan,  I  think  that,  as  the 
Quempoa  hero,  I  can  assure  you  a  free  pardon  when 
you  arrive  in  London." 

Cleveland  bowed,  and  the  blood  mounted  to  his 
face.  Mertoun  fell  on  his  knees,  and  exhausted 
himself  in  thanksgiving  to  Heaven.  They  were  re- 
moved, amidst  the  sympathizing  sobs  of  the  specta- 
tors. 

"And  now,  good  Master  Lieutenant,  what  have 
you  got  to  say  for  yourself  7"  said  Captain  Weather- 
port to  the  ci-devant  Roscius. 

"  Why,  little  or  nothing,  please  your  honour ;  only 
that  I  wish  your  honour  could  find  my  name  in  that 
book  of  mercy  you  have  in  your  hand ;  for  I  stood 
by  Captain  Clement  Vaughan  in  that  Quempoa  busi- 
ness.' 

"You  call  yourself  Frederick  Altamont7'*  said 
Captain  Weatherport.  "I  can  see  no  such  name 
here ;  one  John  bounce,  or  Bunce,  the  lady  put  on 
her  tablets." 

"Why,  that  is  me— that  is  I  myself.  Captain— I 
can  prove  it ;  and  I  am  determined,  though  the  sound 
be  something  plebeian,  rather  to  live  Jack  Bunce,  than 
to  hang  as  Frederick  Altamont." 

"  In  that  case,"  said  the  Captain,  "  I  can  give  you 
some  hopes  as  John  Bunce." 

"Thank  your  noble  worship!"  shouted  Bunce; 
then  changing  his  tone,  he  said.  "  Ah^  since  an  alias 
has  such  virtue,  poor  Dick  Fletcher  might  have  come 
off  as  Timothy  Tugmutton ;  but  howsomdever,  d'ye 
see,  to  use  his  own  phrase" 


"Away  with  the  Ueutenant,"  said  the  Captain, 
"and  bring  forward  Gofie  and  the  other  feliowa: 
there  will  be  ropes  reeved  for  some  of  them,  I  thiiik." 
And  this  prediction  promised  to  be  amply  fnlfiUed, 
so  strong  was  the  proof  which  was  brou^lit  agauist 
them. 

The  Halcyon  was  accordin^y  ordered  roond  to 
carry  the  whole  prisoners  to  London,  for  wluch  afae 
set  sail  in  the  course  of  two  days. 

During  the  time  that  the  uniortnnate  Cleveland  re- 
mained at  Kirkwall,  he  was  treated  with  dviUty  by 
the  Captain  of  the  Halcyon:  and  the  kindness  of  hia 
old  acquaintance,  Magnus  Iroil,  who  knew  in  secret 
how  closely  he  was  allied  to  his  blood,  pressed  on  him 
accommodations  of  eveiy  kind,  more  than  he  codd 
be  prevailed  on  to  accept. 

Noma,  whose  interest  in  the  unhappy  prisoner  was 
sdll  more  deep,  was  at  this  time  unable  to  express  it. 
The  sexton  had  found  her  lying  on  the  pavement  in  a 
swoon,  and  when  she  recovered,  her  mind  for  the 
time  had  totally  lost  its  equipoise,  and  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  place  her  under  the  restraint  of  watchfal 
attendants. 

Of  the  sisters  of  Bur^-Westra,  Cleveland  only 
heard  that  they  remained  ill,  in  consequence  of  the 
fright  to  which  they  had  been  subjected,  until  the 
evening  before  the  Halcyon  sailed,  when  he  received, 
by  a  private  conveyance,  the  following  billet: — 
"Farewell,  Cleveland— we  part  for  ever,  and  it  is 
right  that  we  should-^Be  virtuous  and  be  nappy.  The 
delusions  which  a  soUtary  education  and  limited  ac- 
quaintance with  the  modem  world  had  roread  around 
me,  are  gone  and  dissipated  for  ever.  But  in  you,  I 
am  sure,  I  have  been  thus  far  free  from  error— that 
you  are  one  to  whom  good  is  naturally  more  attract- 
ive than  evil,  and  whom  only  necessity,  example,  and 
habit,  have  forced  into  your  late  course  of  life.  Think 
of  me  as  one  who  no  longer  exists,  unless  you  should 
become  as  much  the  object  of  general  praise,  as  now 
of  general  reproach;  and  then  think  of  me  as  one 
who  will  rejoice  in  your  reviving  fame,  though  she 
must  never  see  you  more !"— The  note  was  signed 
M.  T.;  and  Cleveland,  with  a  deqp  emotion,  which 
he  testified  even  by  te&rs,  read  it  a  hundred  times 
over,  and  then  claqied  it  to  his  bosom. 

B^rdaunt  Mertoun  heard  by  letter  from  hia  &ther, 
but  in  a  very  different  style.  Basil  bade  him  farewell 
for  ever,  and  acquitted  him  henceforward  of  the  du- 
ties of  a  son,  as  one  on  whom  he,  notwithsunding 
the  exertions  of  many  years,  had  found  himself  un- 
able to  bestow  the  afi^ctipns  of  a  parent.  The  letter 
informed  him  of  a  recess  m  the  old  house  of  JarlshoC 
in  which  the  writer  had  deposited  a  considerable 
quantity  of  specie  and  of  treasure,  which  he  desired 
Mordaunt  to  use  as  his  own.  "  You  need  not  fear," 
the  letter  bore,  "either  that  you  lay  yourself  under 
obligation  to  me,  or  that  you  are  sharing  the  spoiln  of 
piracy.  What  is  now  given  over  to  yo^  is  almost 
entu^ly  the  property  of  your  deo^sed  mother,  Louisa 
Gronzai|n>,  and  is  yours  by  every  right.  Let  us  forgive 
each  other,"  was  the  conclusion,  as  they  who  muss 
meet  no  more."— And  they  never  met  more;  for  the 
elder  Mo'ioun,  against  whom  no  charge  was  ever 
preferred,  disappeared  after  the  fate  of  Cleveland  was 
determined,  and  was  generally  believed  to  have  re- 
tired into  a  foreign  convent. 

The  fate  of  Cleveland  will  be  roost  briefly  expressed 
in  a  letter  which  Minna  received  within  two  montha 
after  the  Halcyon  left  Kh-kwalL  The  family  were 
then  assemblea  at  Burgh- Westra,  and  Mordaunt  vras 
a  member  of  it  for  the  time,  the  good  Udaller  think- 
ing he  could  never  suffidently  rg^ay  the  activity  which 
he  had  shown  in  the  defence  ot  his  daughtere.  Nor- 
na,  then  beginning  to  recover  from  her  temporary 
aUenation  ot  mind,  was  a  guest  in  the  family,  and 
Minna,  who  was  sedulous  in  her  attention  upon  this 
unfortunate  victim  of  mental  delusion,  was  seated  with 
her,  watching  each  symptom  of  returning  reason, 
when  the  letter  we  allude  to  was  placed  in  her  hands. 

"Minna,"  it  said— "dearest  Minna  1— farewell,  and 
for  ever !  Believe  me,  I  never  meant  you  wrong — 
never.  From  the  moment  I  came  to  Know  you,  I 
resolved  to  detach  myself  from  my  hatefiil  comrades, 
and  had  firamed  a  thousand  schemes,  which  hare 
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graved  as  ram  as  titer  deaenred  to  be— for  why,  or 
LOW,  should  the  fate  oiher  that  is  so  lovely,  pore,  and 
innoceDt,  be  involved  with  that  of  one  so  guilty  7— Of 
these  dreams  I  will  speak  no  more.  The  stern  reality 
of  my  situation  is  much  milder  than  I  either  expected 
or  deserved ;  and  the  litde  good  I  did  hasoutweighed, 
in  the  minds  of  honourable  and  merciful  judgesL  much 
that  was  evil  and  criminal.  I  have  not  only  b#en 
ezeinpted  from  the  ignominious  death  to  which  seve- 
ral of^my  compeers  are  sentenced ;  but  Captain  Wea- 
therport,  about  once  more  to  sail  for  the  Spanish 
Main,  under  the  apprehension  of  an  immediate  war 
with  that  country,  has  generously  solicited  and  ob- 
tmined  permission  to  employ  me,,  and  two  or  three 
more  or  my  less  guilty  associates,  in  the  same  service 
— a  measure  recommended  to  himself  by  his  own 
generous  compassion,  and  to  othere  by  our  know- 
todge  of  the  coast,  and  of  local  circumstances,  which 
bv  whatever  means  acquired,  we  now  hope  to  use  for 
the  service  of  our  country.  jMinna,  you  will  hear  my 
name  pronounted  with  honour,  or  you  will  never 
hear  it  again.  If  virtue  can  give  happiness,  I  need 
not  vrish  it  to  you,  for  it  is  yours  already.— Farewell, 
Minna." 

Minna  wept  so  bitterlv  over  this  lettei^  that  it  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  convalescent  Noma.  She 
snatched  it  from  the  hand  of  her  kinswoman,  and 
read  it  over  at  firat  with  the  confused  air  of  one  to 
whom  it  conveyed  no  intelligence— then  with  a  dawn 
of  recollection— then  with  a  Durat  of  mingled  joy  and 
grief,  in  which  she  dropped  it  firom  her  hand.  Hinna 
snatehed  it  up,  and  retired  with  her  treasure  to  her 
own  apartment 

Prom  that  time  Noma  appeared  to  assume  a  differ- 
ent character.    Her  dress  was  changed  to  one  of  a 
more  simple  and  less  imposing  appearance.    Her 
dwarf  was  dismissed,  with  ample  provision  for  his 
future  comfort    She  showed  no  desire  of  resuming 
her  erratic  life ;  and  directed  her  observatory,  as  it 
might  be  called,  on  Fitful-head,  to  be  dismantled. 
She  refused  the  same  of  Noma,  and  would  only  be 
addressed  by  her  real  appellation  of  Ulla  TroiL    But 
the  most  important  change  remained  behind.    For- 
merly, f)'om  the  dreadful  dictates  of  spiritual  despair, 
arising  out  of  the  circumstances  of  her  father's  death, 
she  seemed  to  have  considered  herself  as  an  outcast 
from  divine  g[race;  besides,  that,  enveloped  in  the 
vain  occult  sciences  which  she  pretended  to  practise, 
her  study,  like  that  of  Chaucer's  physician,  had  been 
"but  little  in  the  Bible."    Now,  the  sacred  volume 
was  seldom  laid  aside;  and,  to  the  poor  ignorant 
people  who  came  as  formerly  to  invoice  her  power 
over  the  elements,  she  only  replied—"  The  winds  are 
in  the  hoUow  of  His  Aand.— Her  convereion  was 
not,  perhaps^  altogether  rational ;  for  this,  the  state 
of  a  mind  disordered  by  such  a  complication  of  hor- 
rid incidents,  probably  prevented.    But  it  seemed  to 
be  sincere,  and  was  certainly  useful.    She  appeared 
deeply  to  repent  of  her  former  presumptuous  attempts 
to  interfere  with  the  course  of  human  events,  super- 
intended as  they  are  by  far  higher  powers,  and  ex- 
pressed, bitter  compunction  when  such  her  former 
pretensions  were  in  any  manner  recalled  to  her  me- 
mory.   She  still  showed  a  partiality  to  Mordaunt, 
though,  perhaps,  arising  chiefly  from  habit ;  nor  was 
it  easy  to  know  how  much  or  how  Jit  tic  she  remem- 
bered of  the  complicated  events  in  which  she  had 
been  connected.    When  she  died,  which  was  about 
four  years  after  the  events  we  have  commemorated, 
it  was  found  that,  at  the  special  and  earnest  request 
of  Minna  Trail,  she  had  conveyed  her  very  consider- 
able pr9perty  to  Brenda.    A  clause  in  her  will  spe- 
cially directed,  that  all  the  books,  implements  of  ner 
laboratory,  and  other  things  connected  with  her  for- 
mer studies,  should  be  committed  to  the  flames. 

About  two  veara  before  Noma's  death,  Brenda  was 
wedded  to  Mordaunt  Mertoun.  It  was  some  time 
before  old  Magnus  Trail,  with  all  his  affection  for  his 
daughter,  and  all  his  partiaUtv  for  Mordaunt,  was 
able  frankly  to  reconcile  himseu  to  this  matoh.  But 
Mordaunt' s  accomplishments  were  peculiarly  to  the 
Udaller's  taste,  and  the  old  man  fislt  the  impossibility 
of  supplying  his  place  in  his  family  so  absolutely,  that 
at  length  bis  Norse  blood  gave  way  to  the  natural 


feeling  of  the  heart,  and  he  comlbrted  his  pride  while 
he  looked  around  him,  and  saw  what  he  considered 
as  the  encroachments  of  the  Scottish  gentry  iq>oa 
THK  oouirrRT,  (so  2iedand  is  fondly  termed  by  its  in- 
habitants,) that  as  well  "his  daughter  married  the 
son  of  an  Enjglish  pirate,  as  of  a  Scottish  thief^"  in 
scomAil  allusion  to  the  Highland  and  Border  fami- 
lies, to  whom  Zetland  owes  many  respectable  land- 
holders ;  but  whose  ancestora  were  generally  esteemed 
more  renowned  for  ancient  family  and  high  courage, 
than  for  accurately  regarding  the  trifUng  distinctions 
of  m^um  and  iuum.  The  jovial  old  man  lived  to  the 
extremity  of  human  life,  with  the  happy  prospect  of  a 
numerous  succession  m  the  family  of  his  younger 
daughter;  and  having  his  board  cheered  alternately 
by  the  minstrelsy  of  Claud  Halcro.  and  enlightened 
by  the  lucubrations  of  Mr.  Triptolemus  YeUowley, 
who,  laying  aside  his  high  pretensions,  was,  when 
he  became  oetter  acquainted  with  the  mannere  of  the 
islanders,  and  remembered  the  various  misadventures 
which  had  attended  his  premature  attempts  at  re- 
formation, an  honest  and  useful  representative  of  his 
principal,  and  never  so  happy  as  when  he  could  es- 
cape from  the  «>are  commons  of  his  sister  Barbara, 
to  the  genial  table  of  the  Udaller.  Barbara's  temper 
also  was  much  softened  by  the  unexpected  restoration 
of  the  hom  of  silver  coins,  (the  property  of  Noma,) 
which  she  had  ooneealed,  m  the  mansion  of  old 
Stourborgh,  for  achieving  some  of  her  mysterious 
plans,  but  which  she  now  restored  to  those  by  whom 
It  had  been  accidentally  discovered,  with  an  intima- 
tion, however,  that  it  would  again  disappear,  unless  a 
reasonable  portion  was  expended  on  the  sustenance 
of  the  family,  a  precaution  to  which  Tronda  Drons- 
daughter  (probably  an  agent,  of  Noma's)  owed  her 
escape  from  a  slow  and  wasting  death  by  inanition. 

Mordaunt  and  Brenda  were  as  happy  as  our  mortal 
condition  permits  us  to  be.  They  admired  and  loved 
each  other— enjoyed  easy  circumstances— had  duties 
to  discharge  wnich  they  did  not  neglect ;  and,  clear 
in  conscience  as  light  of  heart,  laughed,  sung,  danced, 
daflfed  the  world  aside,  and  bid  it  pass. 

But  Minna— the  high-minded  and  imaginative  Min- 
na—she, gifted  with  such  depth  of  feeling  and  enthu- 
siasm, yet  doomed  to  see  both  blighted  in  early  youth, 
because,  with  the  inexperience  of  a  disposition  equaUy 
romandc  and  ignorant,  she  had  built  the  fabric  of  her 
happiness  on  a  quicksand  instead  of  a  rock.— was  she, 
could  she  be  happy  7  Reader,  she  was  happv ;  for, 
whatever  may  be  alleged  to  the  contrary  by  the 
sceptic  and  the  scomer,  to  each  duty  performed  there 
is  assigned  a  degree  of  mental, peace  and  high  con- 
sciousness of  honourable  exertion,  corresponding  to 
the  difficulty  of  the  task  accomplished.  That  rest  of 
the  body  which  succeeds  to  hard  and  industrious  toil, 
is  not  to  be  compared  to  the  repose  which  the  spirit 
enjoys  under  similar  circumstances.  Her  resignation, 
however,  and  the  constant  attention  which  she  paid 
to  her  father,  her  sister,  the  afflicted  Norna,  and  to 
all  who  had  claims  on  her,  were  neither  Minna's  sole 
nor  her  most  precious  source  of  comfort.  Like  Noma, 
but  under  a  more  regulated  judgment,  she  learned  to 
exchange  the  visions  of  wild  enthusiasm  which  had 
exerted  and  misled  her  imagination,  for  a  tmer  and 
purer  connexion  with  the  world  beyond  us,  than 
could  be  learned  from  the  sagas  of  heathen  bards,  or 
the  visions  of  later  rhymera.  To  this  she  owed,  the 
support  by  which  she  was  enabled,  after  various 
accounts  of  the  honourable  and  gallant  conduct  of 
Cleveland,  to  read  with  resij^nation,  and  even  with  a 
sense  of  comfort  mingled  with  sorrow,  that  he  had  at 
length  fellen,  leading  the  way  in  a  gallant  and  ho- 
nourable enterprise,  which  was  sucoessfiilly  accom- 
plished by  those  companions,  to  whom  his  determmed 
bravery  had  opened  the  road.  Bunce,  his  fantastic 
follower  in  good,  as  formerly  in  evil,  transmitted  an 
account  to  Minna  of  this  melancholy  event,  in  terms 
which  showed,  that  though  his  head  was  weak,  his 
heart  had  not  been  utterly  corrupted  by  the  lawleoi 
life  which  he  had  for  some  time  led,  or  at  least  that  it 
had  been  amended  by  the  change ;  and  that  he  him- 
self had  gained  credit  and  promotion  in  the  same 
action,  seemed  io  be  of  little  consequence  to  him, 
compared  with  the  loss  of  his  old  captain  and  com- 
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itMle.*  iffiona  read  the  intoUigeBoe,  and  thanked 
Heaven,  even  while  the  eyes  which  she  lifted  up 
were  streaminff  with  tears,  that  the  death  of  Cleve- 
land had  been  in  the  bed  of  honour;  nay,  she  even 
had  the  courage  to  add  her  gratitude,  that  she  had 
been  snatched  from  a  situation  of  temptation  ere  cir- 
cumstances had  overcome  his  new-born  vhlue ;  and 
so  stron^y  did  this  reflection  operate,  that  her  life, 

.  'We  haw  been  able  to  team  nothinf  with  o«taint7  of 
Bnaoe'a  (kte  :  bat  our  fHood,  Dr.  Drraadoit,  balievM  he  mar 
be  ideatifled  with  an  old  fentleman,  who,  in  the  beriooinf  of 
the  reifn  orOeorge  I.,  attended  the  Roae  Coflbe-hoaie  refolariy, 
vrent  to  the  theatre  every  nifht,  told  meroileealy  loot  etoriea 
about  the  Spaoiah  Main,  eontrolled  reokoninge,  bullied  waiten, 
and  waa  ffeoerailr  known  bj  the  name  of  Captain  Booaee. 


after  the  immediate  nain  of  this  event  had  paased 
away,  seemed  not  onlyas  resigned,  but  even  isvai^ 
cheeniil  than  before.  Her  thoughts,  however,  were 
detached  from  the  world,  and  only  visited  it,  with  an 
interest  like  that  which  guardian  spirits  take  for  thor 
charge,  in  behalf  of  those  friends  with  whom  she 
lived^in  love,  or  of  the  poor  whom  she  oould  serve 
and  comfort  Thus  passed  her  life,  enjoying  from  all 
who  fipproached  her,  an  aflection  enhanced  oy  rever- 
ence ;  insomuch,  that  when  her  friends  sorrowed  for 
her  death,  which  arrived  at  a  late  period  of  her  exist- 
ence, they  wov  comforted  by  the  fond  reflection, 
that  the  humanity  which  she  then  laid  do^tm,  was  the 
only  circumstance  which  had  placed  ho;  in  toe  words 
of  Scripture^  *'  a  little  lower  than  the  anJsBla  r* 
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